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OOHTOnilD  WaOK  TOL.  TIL 


Thovdat,  April  IS,  1894. 
AMHpotMH  ^  ChbuMa  Riur. 
Tb-  Flotd,  frran  the  oommittM  anpointed  cm 
Qke  E9Ui  tit  DttoraalwT  last  to  inqdre  into  the 
azpeditciCT  cf  occo^ring  uie  month  of  the  Ore- 
(ooMCwimUeBirer;  nude  a  report  thereon, 
Thkb  WH  r«ad,  and  Ud  on  the  tule.  The  n- 
portittsliidlowe: 

fia>  tf  dM  »lk  d^  vt  T)tmaAtr  lut,  ioMnutii^ 
fiaatBiDqBn  ixlothB  enadimn  of  oeenpTiiigtbe 
IDOB&  4  dw  Onpa  or  0«laMh&  Bhrer,  bm  bad 


tonMrt;  art  thy  !»¥■  eeoMgni  At  ■abitetre 
fand  b  tbo,  B>d  n*  penoadad,  AatboUi  In  i 
idliU7  ud  eoamandal  p«int  of  vtav,  Ae  oooiqift 
Uca  <(  that  THrftary  bcf  paU  fni 
BipUie)  bat,  M  miMh  hu  bMQ  n 
BwM  •■  tiMMBOfat^  bf  fiamar  so 
bn«  tar  iwiid  U  Bsoaaaij  onlj  to 


To«taiBbiAnnttiD,mlettw  to  tUsendiniad- 
Ji«—1  (0  ■>  oMoar  cf  ttw  AnDf,  wboM  iMagri^  in 
th«  pdUo  MTTfee  b  weU  knmru  to  the  Hmm,  aod 
vbon  mlBlefT  kaoDledge  U  mdlM  to  the  UghMt 

■    -'-  ^Ter,  Biindfar  Qmenl  Ttumu  S. 

aa  Md&etoril7 


QniKTKnuvnn  Gmnu.'i  OiTict, 

WaMKflai,  April  £6,  1B34. 
teptj  la  7«iiT  bctar,  dated  the  SOtb  oltliDD, 
_  me  to  eonmmiiMU  "anyfioti^  Tien,  or 
tfUoe^  wUoli  may  have  pieeentad  thenualTee  to 
BM^  nl«tiTB  to  tbe  probable  difflonl^  at  makii^  an 
wtiHhbmant  »t  the  month  of  CohunUa  River,  and 
th(  mililBf7  adrantagu  of  that  eeteUiibmeat,"  I  ban 
ttM  itmw  to  rematfc,  that,  snr  ilnoa  mj  attention 
«!■  fint  ttaeted  to  tbe  inlgae^  I  hare  eoM(d«ted  tbe 
pMMdM  and  miEtan  oommenii  of  flie  CohaibUi 
7  eet  ool*  to  die 


^eareaeaiiy,  aitondli^  from  tba  LtikeetoOeOnir 
«  Haiieo,  ii  CTeijwbtaa  in  eootaot  wilfa  ■ubimd^ 
yMU,  and  waiUke  lodkn  nelieaa;  riu^  ilto- 


gether,  s^^t  he  ible  to  brin^  Into  the  field,  from 
twen^  to  uiiitf  thoaiaDd  wamora.  Moat  of  thote 
nationa  oommnmoate,  eithec  with  the  Bridih  to  tha 
nrath  and  wett,  or  the  Spaniarda  to  the  tooth.  In 
tbe  arent  of  war,  that  tbroe,  with  a  few  Irandrod  fnr- 
ugn  troou  or  nnder  the  Inflneoce  of  Ibreign  oomp^ 
nua,  mtsiit'  be  made  m<Re  formidable  to  n*  than  anj 
(brae  whlBhEnnwoomhlnedooDldoppowtoui.  Oa 
the  other  hand,  u  aodi  meaanrei  be  sdoptadai  toae- 
onre  a  proper  Infloenoe  orer  them,  and,  m  the  avent 
of  war,  to  oommand  thtir  oo-<f)erfttion,  the]',  with  tbe 
aid  of  a  few  mall  geiriaooa,  wooU  not  only  affiitd 
ample  protaotion  tar  that  entire  Una,  bnt  wonld  he- 
oome  tbe  aooorB*  of  otnr  enemieti 

^e  danger*  lo  be  i^rdiended,o«n  only  be  areitad 
^  proper  mDitary  eetabllihmeiiti ;  and  whether  tbe 
poat  at  tbe  month  of  Colombia  be  Intended  to  eecnre 
oar  tenitocy,  proteot  our  tnden,  or  to  cut  off  aS 
eommnnloaaon  between  the  Indiuia  and  foreigner^ 
I  ehonld  oontider  a  liiw  i^  poata  eitaodiog  from  tha 
Connoll  Blnflk  entiiely  eoioat  the  oontLieiit  neoeeaary. 
Thoee  poata  dioold  be  rilnated,  aa  wall  with  a  Tlaw  t« 

pau  from  the  north  to  tite  eontii,  at  to  keep  open 
oonmnintoatlon  with  Urn  eetabliilunaiit  at  the  month 
of  the  Ci^nmUa. 

JL  peat  ibonld  be  eetabUdiad  at  tiia  Mandan  tH- 
l^M^  beoaqaa,  there  the  tOewntl  approachaa  wlthfai 
e  ibrai  dlatenoe  of  tiie  Britiib  territory,  and  It  would 
baTe  tike  elbot  gf  boUing  In  oheok  the  HodKia**  Bay 
and  North weit  Companiaa,  and  oontioUlng  the  Riolu^ 
tee*,  HandBiM,  HInnatarMei  Ajmiibcnna,  and  odier 
Indiana,  who  ^ther  redde  or  r«i^  on  die  tenitoir 
eaal,  nindi,  end  weet  of  that  point. 

A  poat  B^  or  near,  the  head  of  na^aticn  on  the 
Htaomi,  woold  eontnl  tiie  Bladibat  Indiana,  protad 


n^gjit  tittar  be  Mqnlied,  oc  leave  «n( 
rimild&idit  difScnlt  tooanywith  A 
dna.  It  nilidit  alto  be  made  a 
the  Indian  Deparlmeat. 


and  oft] 

Toke^opentbecc 
taloi^  thwe  abonld  be  at  leeit  one  an 
eonreidaat  point  between  the  Ifiaec 
lomhla,  and  en  the  latter  river  ai 
dme  aiioBld  be  at  leart  three  poeta. 


■11  poat  et  aoae 
iri  and  the  C»- 
d  He  tribntaiiea 
They  would  al^ 
,  and,  «B  th•a■• 
;  Google 
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pinllOD  of  flwisiTilwgmitodloBillUiRilgaelito 
trada  on  dw  mtera  of  the  Ctdnmbla,  mrald  euiblt  ni 
to  nmora  thta  ftom  our  territory,  and  to  Mean  the 
lAaUtaoarowDcititnia.    Thc^innildelieMablBii* 


AOt  awiiUnaa,  w  we  miglil  think  noM  kdriMbkL 
The  HMti  desgiuled,  ut^  be  eMaUidwd  and  nuda- 
taiiHd,  tt  an  addUouI  ■omul  azpenie  not  exoead- 
bwfbrqr  flunuand  doUarh 

Bj  extending  to  thoH  potti  tbe  mteta  of  oolliTa- 
tion,  no*  In  operation  u  the  CoddcU  Blnih,  the  ex- 
penae  of  mpplTuig  them  would,  in  a  few  fean,  be 
greallj  diminidMd.  Hillimigbt  be  erected  at  aU  the 
poita  at  a  triffing  expenn^  ud,  t'  '  ' 
abounding  in  graM,  all  the  donwttl 
mrj,  eittier  tor  labor  or  enbeittetiee,  mi^  be  top- 
porM.  TUi  would  render  fiM  eMablidmicnti  mace 
iaetire,  and,  oonwqaentlr,  mors  fbnnidaUe  to  the  In- 
dian natirau  in  their  ricmi^. 

Ai  to  the  propoaed  pcnti  on  the  Cdnmlda,  it  b  be- 
lievad  thaj-  might  be  foppUed  immediatelr  at  a  low 
rate.  Wheat  may  be  obtained  at  New  Cuibnia,  at 
abont  twenty-GTO  oenta  per  bnahel,  uid  beef  cattle  at 
three  or  finrdoDaneaeh.  3al^  in  any  <]nanli^  re- 
qniied,  nay  be  had  at  an  tilnnd  near  Ae  Pcain«Qla 
of  Califonua.  ShonU  tnuuportalian  not  be  readily 
obtuued  fbr  Aoae  ardola%  Teueli  ml^t  be  con- 
•booted  by  the  Inxnt. 

To  obtain  the  deuied  adTairtigee,  it  i*  Important, 
not  coly  that  we  occi^iy  the  poM  dedgnatod,  bnt 
that  wo  commence  onr  oparaljoiii  withaiit  delay. 
The  Britiih  companlea  are  wealt^  and  powerftd; 
their  eitablishmenta  extend  &om  Endnn'*  Bay  and 
Lake  Snperior  to  tb»  Pacific  i  manr  of  thetn  within 
onr  territon'-  It  i>  not  to  be  foppoaed  they  woold 
nurender  thoaa  sdi-autage*  wtthont  a  atniggle,  and, 
thongh  flley  ahmild  not  engaoe  fai  hoetllitiee  tfiem- 
•eliM,  diey  might  render  aU  Uie  Indiaiu,  In  that  ex- 
teiuiTe  region,  hoetile. 

The  detachment  intended  to  ooon^  the  mooA  of 
Cohmihia  mi^  leaTe  the  Council  Blon  in  June, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  proceed  Riih  the  boati 
and  itoTse;  and,  ai  the  oonntiy  la  open,  and  aboimdi 
widi  graaa,  the  raaiaining  fii^  might  proceed  by 
land,  with  the  botaee  intended  tar  the  tranipattation 
acioaa  the  tnonnt^ni,  and  ml^  diiTa  tbiee  or  four 
hnndred  beeToa  to  the  Handam  Tillma  or  to  the  &lli 
of  HiMonrl)  atonei^flioae  plaoea&epattieadionld 
nnile  and  tpend  tha  winter,  ^la  lutar  would  be 
preferable,  becanee  there  they  night  be  able  to  e*- 
tabliah  a  IHendly  interoonrae  with  the  BUokfoot  In- 
diana, or,  at  all  eventa,  by  impreaaing  them  with  an 
idea  of  the  power  of  die  natfam,  reetnia  their  depre- 
dationa  upon  the  nei^boring  Mbea,  and  deter  tfaem 
from  acta  of  ontrage  ofoa  out  tradeia.  They  mif^t, 
alai^  dnrii^  the  winter,  reconnoitra  Ae  aoTcnl  paeaea 
ttlrongh  the  monntaini,  prepare  proviaiona  neoeaiaiy 
to  aopport  tliam  on  the  maich,  and  down  the  Coluni- 
Ua ;  and,  if  anthoriiad  to  do  ao,  remoye  from  onr 
territoriea  all  Brltiah  traden  on  the  wateia  of  the  Mla- 
■ond.  They  would  ne«e«mily  remain  at,  or  in  tha 
fidni^  of,  (heir  wintering  groond,  nntil  June,  bat 
might  be  oecujned  doriug  tha  montfaa  of  April  and 
Uay,  in  opening  a  road  to  the  moontaini,  and  cod- 
ftracting  bridgea  over  the  niuneroaa  aCreaina  on  tlie 
ronte.  Ttiia  work  performed,  ihay  might,  in  abont 
twenty  daya,  reach  the  navigable  waten  of  Claik'a 
Birer,  a  branch  of  tiia  ColambiB,  and,  in  ten  daya 
BMve,  prepare  tranqiortation  to  daaoend  to  their  dea- 


*'■**■'■■.  iritare,  after  neiy  nimiimaij  alloireaoe  ftr 
---'> —  mddeUja^  they  woold  oartainly  anive  by 

aelaamri 
might  bare  the  17  _         _  _ 

Tamber,  and  wonldantTe  at  Am  maoAof  Colnmtdk 
In  April,  at  leaet  finr  tnonthi  bafbte  At  detadaaeot 
&nn  the  CoDDdl  BhA  eonld  reach  dkat  ptdDt ;  aDd, 
vnkaa  die  dupe  dnold  be  detained  daring  Aal  lim^ 
which  oonld  not  be  ejected,  the  itnrea  wonld  he  ax- 
poaed  to  damage  and  dcoredaliati,  and  perfiapa,  hj 
the  dme  the  tnope  dtooM  airira,  wonld  be  entinlj 
'  Itw<mId,tberaE)n,aaamtobea 
,  Oiat  at  leaat  oi 


lat  at  ieaatoMoompaojraf  artOlaxba 
ti  llw  ttoreik    Thatdaaoriptktiofforaa 


That  dw  lonte  frem  the  Council  Btafb  to  die 
mosdi  of  Colnmbia  ia  piaotlc*ble,  haabeeopiOTed  by 
tha  enteiptiae  of  more  than  one  of  onr  dtbena.    It, 


of  OUT  hiatCByto  laam  that  many  operatJona,  infinitely 


to'^^noemieai  doringtbe  Eetolntionaiy  w 
neatly  In  (htigne,  prirstion,  diffiool^,  ana  oanger, 
die  propoaad  operaOon;  andlhaUerelm^  aayimi- 
ont  nar  rf  contradiotton,  that  the  detachment  mla^ 
be  etMlted,  dnring  Ae  wh^  route,  widi  leaa  ^I- 
eolty  than  In  the  war  of  1 7M  waa  experienoad  in  B^ 
plying  the  fbroea  eperadng  under  Gennal  WaaUng- 
tra,  wd  GeMitl  BtaddoMt,  againat  die  n«»oh  aod 
IndiBnt,on  die  OUo. 

A  poet  at  the  mouth  of  CofaanUa  ia  important  not 
only  m  relatiOD  to  the  iaieriar  trade,  and  the  miUta^ 
daCtnoa  of  the  waatemaaetMn  of  the  tlmon,  bo^  abi^ 
in  relation  to  die  naval  power  of  the  nadon,  Naral 
power  oonafat),  not  in  ahlpa,  but  inaeanMO;  and,  to 
M  effideut,  tha  forae  mutt  ahnyahearailaUe.  Hw 
nortfaweat  ooait  of  Ametioa  ia  an  admirable  iiiiiaiaj 


without  a  mnal  atation,  boweTer,  on  the  Pedflo,  dia 


with  a  great  maritime  power,  be,  in  a 

),  loet  to  the  nadon.     Fill,  that  wlalilial it 

made,  it  would  mSlad  a  aecnre  retreat  to  all  onr  dup* 
andaaazMn  in  diat  aeedon  of  the^obe;  andlfa* 
fitne,  tbna  ooaioentntad,  might  be  need  'irittt  eflbet 
agauiattba  trade,  if  not  the  fleet*  er  powetrioMaf 
the  anrany,  in  place  itflxdng  driven  to  the  Adantia, 


'KlXS 


ealabllaliuiuul  mi^t  be  eonaidered  aa  a  great 
bsadon,  Mamlanding  the  irixie  line  of  ooaat  to  the 
North  and  Soulh ;  and  it  wonld  faara  the  aame  infln- 
enoe  on  that  line  which  the  basdona  of  a  work  hatu 
on  itt  cnrtaiaa  ;  for  the  prindplea  of  defence  are  dM 
aame,  whether  ^iplied  to  a  imall  fortnaa,  or  to  a  Unu 
of  frouder,  or  erea  an  endre  aecdon  of  the  globe.  In 
die  one  caaa,  die  mia^lea  need  are  hnlleta  and 
oaonon  ahot ;  in  tha  odiar,  ahipe  and  fieeta. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &&,      TH.  S.  JESDP. 

Hon.  J.  Flotd,  Haul  ofBtpraadaiitti. 
Indian  Settrvatumi  ii>  Qtorgia. 

lb.  FoBSTTK,  from  the  select  committee  to 
which  WM  referred  the  Preddent'e  Ueaoage  of 
the  80th  of  March,  18U,  relatlDK  to  the  exeott- 
Uouofsomnohof  ttwoompMtaflSOSbstwMa 


C.ocH^lc 
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tha  United  Sutes  and  the  State  of  G«orgi«,  u 
mliffii  to  the  eztiiigDialiineiit  of  the  Indian  title 
to  lands  vithin  tbat  State ;  aim,  a  memorial  at 
tfa«  LegUabue  of  the  said  State;  made  a  report 
thereoa;  vUcb  vaa  nad,  as  follows : 

Tbe  nlnt  ■■—■'"'♦*— ,  to  lAata  vti  n&md  th« 
PnodsotV  HMMga,  of  the  SOth  </  Uuoh,  with  tba 
^-p..»..i.  ■oDompaBTinc  it,  lelatios  to  ^  corn- 
Met  (/  160S,  betwMo  Um  Dnitod  StatM  and  the 
Statai/GMii^  nbmitto  tfag  Houm,  on  tlurt  Um- 
magti,  tai  oo  tbe  meniraut  of  the  LeguUtore  of  ths 
Statidf  Georgia,  bIw  TeJecnd  to  Iham,  the  fiiUowii^ 

Tta  Stale  cf  Geta;^  daimad,  on  the  ertabliAment 
of  thsmd^en^ooe  of  the  Uuitod  Sutet,  an  the  Undi 
uam  brmii^  the  Statoi  of  Gpor^t,  AUhama,  and 
IGMnboi.  with  die  ezoeptJoD  of  thoea  portionj  of 
t  State*  which  formed  a  palt  of  Florida 


■•  Ibniidad  i^ott  tha  ohuter  of  iiuior- 

poD^ioa  of  die  ^Ofaietuy  gorenunent  I  m  the  Royal 
eomdnooe  iMoed  to  the  GoTemon  of  the  State, 
•Alt  tba  pnprieton  had  (Direndered  theii  charier  to 
ttM  Ciom.    The  claim  mu  dimled  by  South  Cuo- 


.  __  1  between  tham,  in  1767.  The  Umted 
State*  recogniaed,  by  the  tMa<7  with  Spain  of  the 
yen  ITSG,  the  claim  of  OeoiipB,  hansg  nfdied,  in 
1788,  a  nnwinr  Cram  the  State,  on  aosoont  of  the  le- 
Ti.ipj—...^  of  the  lauds  *°d  of  the  tatma  fnpoeed  by 


In  April,  1798, 


t  i^fla  tani 


la  December,  1800, 
"      -  -  ^   -  -  — ^oUOon  of  her  ri^t  of 

imuct  cf  1803  pnt  au  end  totlu 

m  lilelj  to  ariia  out  of  Clili  odliaion 
D  the  GeoenJ  tai  Stele  GovenuneiiU.  By  : 
due  ocmpact,  Che  United  State*  obtained  a  miTeDder 
of  tbe  right  of  Creoigia  to  the  ■orereignty  and  vnl  of 
tan  Slate*,  coutuiiiiig,  by  estimate,  eigh^-uz  mU- 
liaM  oT  acre*  of  land,  fco-  the  peltry  coDudantlon  of 
Ae  payment  of  tl,iiSO,000  aot  cf  the  proceed*  of 
ibaX  land,  and  of  e  pramiee  M  eitingoish  tbe  In- . 
diam  title  tt>  tiie  lutd  within  the  tenitorial  limit* 
not  ceded  to  the  United  State*,  *e  *oon  u  it  coold 
be  dooe  peaceably,  uid  on  iea*ouable  term*.  The 
execBtkn  of  thi*  compact  prodofed  no  ohuige  in 
fiie  right  of  Qeorgia  to  the  ■orereignty  and  Kol  of 
die  laud  within  bei  newly-defined  boiuidariei.  It* 
only  effect  wii  to  throw  iqKin  the  United  Stale* 
(Lb  expenea  which  mi^t  attend  tiie  extingnuhment 
of  the  In£an  title,  an  expense  which,  hot  for  tMa 
nrrT***.  miut  have  been  borne  by  tlie  State.  Not 
did  thi*  compact,  in  the  iligbteat  eiloiimitance,  add 
>  the  tide  of  llie  Indian* ;  it  leoogniied  only  the 
''  ~  '~n  wfaich  they,  a*  Indiana,  were  aUowed  to  nave, 
~'  «  to  the  Dsage*  of  the  State*,  and  the  libeiml 
d  towud*  them  by  the  General  Qor^ 

to  the  Cherokee^  tbe  principal  tc^ic 
of  tbe  Pieiident'e  Meteage,  it  wooM  appear  that 
new  doctrine*  are  permitted  to  be  entertuned  of 
dkem,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  neither  con- 
dMent  with  the  opinion*  heretofcce  entertaiiMd,  witb 


of  tba  QoTemment,  nor  irith  Ae  in- 
of  the  Union.  The  Chnokee*  claim  to  be 
an  indepeadent  tribe.  The  Preudent  aTowi  the 
belief  that  tbe  articles  of  the  eeedon  of  1803  is  a  full 
pDof  that  111*  Indian*  had  a  ri^  to  the  territory,  la 
tbe  di^caal  of  which  they  were  to  be  regarded  a* 

Hw  act*  of  tba  Geoeral  Gorenment,  in  1814,  In 
lelatitBi  to  the  Cieehi ;  tbe  language  of  the  Preii- 
deDt  of  tbe  United  States,  in  IS17;  the  laagnitge 
t£  Hu  Secrataiy  of  War,  in  1818  ;  of  the  agent 
aC  the  Ooremment  In  that  year,  in  tieating  with 
the.  Chenikee* ;  of  tiie  mant  tieaOng  with  tbem  in 
1828,  doe*  not  o<»n9ond  with  the  opinioiu  now  ex- 


land  the  United  State*  choee  to  require,  to  efbet  a 
great  olHeet  of  national  policy  in  ruard  to  Indian 
tribe*.  It  cannot  be  alloged  tbal  thi*  wa*  den*  by 
Tirtoe  d  oonqoeeL  The  letter  of  the  late  Indian 
agent,  OdonelBawkina,  of  the  lldi  of  Aogiu^  ISIS, 
laid  before  the  Honae  of  Bepraaantativea  an  the  6th 
of  April,  1834,  ihowi  that  oeariy  eidtt  millioiu  of 
acres  were  talumfhm  the  fijaadlrlnffiana,  (our  allies 
In  dte  war,)  orer  and  above  all  um  bmiting  groood* 
of  file  I,, 

In  1817,  In  U*  Measage  at  the  opening  </  Con- 
1)1  las,  die  Fie*ident  lay^  "  tbe  hunter  itato  can  es' 
i*t  only  in  the  vaet  uaonldTated  deeert  It  yields  to 
the  mors  dense  and  oompact  foim,  and  greater  force 
of  dTiliied  pc^olatim ;  and,  of  ri^t,  It  on^it  to 
yield,  tar  the  euth  was  giToa  to  majoluad  to  ropport 
tbe  peateit  nnmber  of  wliich  it  was  capable,  and  no 
tribe  or  pet^  have  a  ri^t  to  withhold,  &om  the 
want*  of  others  more  than  ii  neoeaaiy  for  their  own 


nnpoit  ai 
la  a  lei 
of  War  ^ 
to  prevent 
"  The  Unib 


ited  States  will  not  pi 


tbe  Cben^eeefi' 

itpeimit  2 
de&ated  by  eoch  meana    Thoee  who  chooie  to  re* 


t  tbe  treety  to 


permitted  to  do  so  in  qoiet — those  who 
ohooee  to  emigrate,  nnut  be  eqoally&ee.'  And  fur- 
ther i  "It  is  Tain  for  the  Cherokee*  to  hold  the  high 
tons  which  they  di^  as  to  tb^  independenoe  ss  a  na- 
ti(Hi,  for  dally  proof  Is  eaUbited  that,  were  it  net  for 
tbe  protecting  um  of  the  United  State*,  they  would 
bec^e  the  notims  of  ftaod  and  violence."    Ur  Mo- 


fember,  1818,  "  It  muit  snrely  he,  my  brodust,  d 
yon  view  me  as  an  impostor,  acting  upon  my  own 
aathority,  with  a  view  to  deceive  the  nation,  or  Ihat 
you  flatter  yooiSelre*  widi  the  emp^  expectation 
that  die  United  Statee  cannot  eieoote  a  measure  of 
general  defbnoe  for  the  saibty  of  her  ciUaen*,  which 
shall,  in  dM  slightest  d^tee,  affect  your  intereet 
or  yoor  wiibea"  The  agents  of  L82S  aiaert  an  im> 
qnalified  right  In  the  Umlad  States  to  lake  fmn  the 
todian*  ao7  of  Aeir  IsJid*  for  public  ok.  It  1*  as- 
eerled,  however,  b<r  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  that  thera 


D,g,tza:Jb.GOOg[e 
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Th«  Idea  of  title  M  tb*  Mil  wu,  v 


poww  tn  whom  tba  tamtiga^  oror  tbem  Ixdimn. 
lilii  tonraign  powar  mi  GtotA,  priir  to  the 
adepHon  of  the  CoMtltiitlca  of  tb«  UniWd  Stateii 


That  ooiBtitntton  gkit  to  Oe  Uidted  StUM  th* 
dwrity  to  muege  the  afltun  of  the  Induni,  fiir  the 
PMM  of  the  Unk^  cud  ttearentiul  b«M9t  flf  Geogia. 
The  Indians  had  nMi«Moap»tiai)  the  United  States 
wen  die  agenti  of  Geoisla  &t  Ae  extingiiiihineiit  of 
fliu  aUoiredpoaaewoa.  The  compaotof  ISOarwpiir- 
tdddttobedftotcdoot  of  thegencMlftrnd.  No  act 
of  the  United  Statei,  DOT  of  tfaa  ladlaiM^  nor  of  both, 
coold,  wiihant  her  conauit,  Impair  tb«  il^tt  of  Geor- 
gia to  the  Jorbdiotion  and  sril  ef  the  tenitoxin 
croeition,  whenereT  the  *"■<<«"'  dMmld  be  ranored 
from  it,  hj  accident,  bj  oontract,  or  bj  fime.  TU> 
-      ■      ■         -        ■■     -•     ■    ■'oof  the" 


a  ipaoiM  of  wliin  in  fee,  which  enablei  a  State  to 
stant  to  indiTidaale.  In  fact,  the  compact  of  1808 
U  the  aoknowledgment  of  the  United  Statei  of  this 
dootriiM,  ai  their  onl;  dtle  to  the  soQ  of  AUbama 
•ndUlMi«b^i*fbiindednponit.  The  Seoretarr  of 
War, '   * -    ■       - 


and] 


hi  bia  attention  to  the  trea^ea  piamntaeiBB  An 
1  title,  baa  entirely  Mtdtted  to  oDtiee  the  flnt 
loit  important  doonment  in  rdatian  to  thia  nb- 
Ject,  the  Treaty  of  Hopevell,  of  1T86— a  docnmeut 
■nit^Ding  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and  oiving 
to  i^  what  ia  now  deemed  impoitont,  tlie  eanction  of 
Indian  acquicecence.  The  fourth  article  of  Oia  Trsaly 
ofHopeweli,  ii,  "  the  IxniDdaiy  allotted  to  the  Chero- 
keea  far  their  hontinK  gnnud*,  ia,  and  dull  be,  the 
Adlowingi"  The  Indiana  acknowledoe,  by  that  ti«atf, 
llw  UiiHed  States  aa  their  aonreign ;  and,  bj  the 
8th  article,  Cragrea  MsamM,  for  the  internet  and 
comfist  of  the  i"-*""',  the  power  to  regnlata  their 
trade,  and  manage  all  thair  aAira  ai  they  may  deem 
proper.  Thia  tt«aty  existed  at  the  adoption  of  the 
Conititqtion  of  (he  United  Stateg,  and  Georgia,  ai  a 
member  of  (he  Union,  wu  seated  with  the  MTereignty 
and  soil  of  the  Cherokee  lands,  snbject  only  to  the  In- 
dian rioht  of  bunting  within  the  allotted  limita,  which 
li^t,  Uie  General  Gorenment  was  bcnmd  to  eitin- 
gmah  aa  eady  m  Iho  geneial  oonTamanoe  wonld 

The  ^i^  of  the  General  Goramment  wa«  to  do  all 
acta  which  would  accelerate  ibu  erent ;  to  refirain 
fimn  all  acta  which  would  retard  it.  Over  the  tei^ 
ritoiiea  of  (he  Uoited  States,  the  Gsneral  Oovem- 
went  conld  rightfully  eie  rdse  nnliniited  powe,  in 
relation  to  the  Indian  tribes.  Within  a  pattiouUi 
State,  the  aole  power  was  that  of  agency,  for  the 


require  the  inteipositioQ  of  the  power  of  Coogresi. 
How  far  this  promias  haa  been  complied  with,  la 
ipte4  to  be  shown  by  two  docimients,  marked 
d  B,  sent  to  Congresi  by  the  Presideat.  By  the 
ment  A,  it  appears  that  the  Indian  title  to  Ifi,- 
744,000  acres  haa  beeo  eitingnished ;  and  that  there 
remains  10,240,000  acres  yet  in  ikeir  potaeiqioi^  aa 
bnnting  gtonnda.    The  Sat  cpaat^y  i*  alleged  to  b* 


lttampte4  ti 
A.andB,  ee 


all  that  ooold  be  peaoeably  oM^ntd  o 

The  docomant  No.  I,  aooompanying  thia  icpct% 
wUl  show  that,  dnoe  1B02,  the  United  States  b*i<a 
been  aUe  to  obt^  for  their  own  nae,  mora  this 
80,000,000  of  aoiw  in  Alabama  and  MiaaianppI,  in 
addithm  to  7,n8,400  obtalnod  in  1801 ;  to  5,006,880 
obtained  G»  Tennesaee,  by  trea^,  from  At  Chiek^ 
aaw  loidiaiii,  acbaeqnently  conBnned  hj  a  trra^  with 
the  Charokeei ;  700,000  for  North  Canrfina ;  aod  a 

Sinti^,  an  estimate  of  which  is  not  in  the  hands  it 
ocanmittes,  fbr  South  Carolina.  No  satisfactoiy 
explanation  is  afforded  to  rilow  how  thia  dtifemiee 
in  the  quantity  of  lands  procnred  by  the  Umtod 
Stato^  for  their  own  aoootint,  and  in  oompliaBcn  with 
thdr  promise  tq^Jeorgia,  haa  Dcomred. 

The  doooment  B  is  intended  to  show  the  ezpenaa 
inenrred  in  the  execndon  of  Uie  oompaot  cf  18CQL  It 
i»  defectiTe  aod  ddodTe.    It  oontaina  no  credit  fee 


Taioo  oompromiae  aa  a  benefit  to  Georgia,  who  liad 
no  interest  in  the  settlement  but  a  eommiHi  intaiaat 
with  the  other  Stataa  The  land  pnxnu«d  fcr  Oa 
CbenAees,  on  the  Aikanaas,  is  chanod  at  the  mini- 
mnm  Talne  of  landa  tamy^  and  onbred  for  aale  by 
the  United  States,  and  not  at  ila  uiflhig  actual  oo«^ 
about  tmo^flre  thonaand  dollan. 

The  eommittee  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  bearing 
thia  dsAotlve  doooment  Ihm  '  on  &.t  question  of  dw 
CherakM  lands.  As,  however,  they  pienune  it  faa* 
a  relation  not  well  imderstood,  they  conoeire  it  prop- 
er to  show,  by  the  statement  No.  3,  wliat  peconiaiy 
advantages  hare  accrued,  and  will  uxms,  to  the  Unit- 
ed SCatea,  onder  the  compact  with  Georgia.  By  thia 
statement  it  appeara  that  ^,HlS,e50  S8,  eichune 
of  Miirfarippi  stock,  hare  been  reoeired  Into  fte  pob- 
lio  Treasnry ;  that  $6,444,831  51  are  dne  from  aalea 
made ;  that  the  land  ceded  by  the  Indiana,  and  not  jet 
sold,  ia  27,588  800  acres,  wiuoh,  at  the  ainimnm 

Erice,  is  tS4,4ee,OO0.  That  there  remains  yet,  tt 
OQting  grounds  for  the  Indians,  £2,977,676  acres, 
The  balance  of  profit  is  mfficieotly  with  the  Unltsd 
States  to  JTUtify  contracts  for  the  extingmshment  of 
Indian  title  for  the  benefit  of  Georgia,  withont  great 
scrutiny  as  to  tfie  amount  of  expense  incnired.  IliB 
oommittee  agree  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  "  that 
no  (^ipartnnity  of  extingniahing  the  Indian  title,  M 
leasonable  terms,  has  been  neglected  by  the  General 
Gonmunent,"  for  It*  own  nee ;  bnt  they  do  not  per- 
oeire  that  the  same  lesl  has  been  snocessftilly  eiratvd 
for  the  State  of  Qengia.  The  treaty  of  1814,  with 
the  Creeka,  was  dictated  by  General  Jackam  to  tfaa 
Creeka,  by  order  of  the  Deparbnent  of  Wat.  Aaba* 
been  already  aeen^  •  large  terrltoiy  waa  taken  from 
the  Creeks. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States,  aa  explained  by 
the  Setnetaiy,  iwoired  a  aeparation  of  the  bibes  of 
Indians  from  each  otber,  and  from  the  ocean.  To 
this  ftHiav  a  oranpliance  with  the  promise  to  Georgia 
waa  saciiSoed.  It  is  allea;ed  that  the  obligation  to 
Georgia  extend*  only  to  the  purcAme  of  Isjids,  Atx 
The  tenn  pnrcbaae  is  an  interpolation ;  it  is  uotlonnd 
Id  the  articles  of  oesaaon  of  1802.  It  is  alleged,  also, 
that  this  land  was  obtained  by  oonqncst,  and  thera- 
foie  the  nation  was  at  liber^,  laying  the  contrast 
wjtii  Georgia  oat  of  view,  to  pnraoe  its  plan  of  policy. 
^thoQt  entering  into  any  coDuderaCioas  to  dxnr 
that  ttw  United  Statsi^  hanng  obtained,  by  fiwM  art 


DBBATB8  OT  OONSSlSa 


_.   jt,it  i« 

doMd  1^  A*  «ittMt  ft«m  Goknl  HavUu'i  tattw, 
tlitadj  qMW(^  ttat  All  HnUdaD  b;  eonfnMtinM 

eqnMMl  lanMd  bjr  dM  Dintid  3tatM. 

"n*  tmfria^  of  ManiBiodatiDB  the  Stale  of  C(«or- 
kIb  «■■  WM'iiifciil  *o  tlw  eowmhionw  of  tfas  United 
StUn ^ £•  I>dl«n egKit ;  bat tbtf annnrirae, thftt 


««f  (fUonOat  an  tioijaitiAta  at  UaA  to 
ueo^giB,  to  nj  estcn^  ocnld  Iutb  b*Mi  ofat^ned 
*on  tlw  Cneka  in  1814.  TbeattandonDf  Couna 
■  "  le  irttflie 


■t  Id  1811  and  1810.  The 
UlTwaaftr  Ae  pnrpiMe  of  eaiiTlag  Into'tdbctthe 
vUiM  «f  Oa  CbmAaM,  aa  dedarad  to  Hr.  JaAnoa 
b  1S06,  bj  a  dapnWIon  hn  tbe  met  anil  lower 
toma,  jloeoed&Dg  to  Ifao  pcMnble  of  Aa  amoge- 
naat  of  1817,  &  n^w  towna  dednd  to  rameiD 
faadabondn  HiiiaMui  Bhwt,  In  eonfcaot flrir ao- 
da^wiAin  namnr  Umlti,  and  bej^  AeeftaUiA- 
BMOt  of  Sxed  Um  and  a  ngular  Mnwanent.  He 
lomt  tmnu  darind  to  oon&nw  l£e 
Ibr  Aat  parwae  wtAed  to  I 
B^.    rn>o  widMaof  Ae 


Mnalot  AelalleiBi 


nenti  made  fo  Ae  m- 
AeMOirii^    H*Bm 


«Ma#i  a 

BlMMbt 


gomnanlBfiaW.  Hw  wlah«a  of  Ae  lower  towni 
v»a  a  laawral  bcjrad  Aa  lOtJmpft,  of  the  i^per, 
»  osBtnoiiim  rf'iMr  aooietr  wfAin  iwnmna  limita. 
B7AaUaBd4A  artidet,  itwaaapaadAat  aoao- 
aoa  dwdd  ba  lakoi  of  tba  popolatf  on  beyond  Ae 
MadM^fi,  and  «f  Aoaa  lAo  oImm  to  tmlgttt 
ttither;  and  a  eenio*  of  tboa»  who  «hM»  to  remain 
in  Adr  pnMOt  kMadon.  He  tMittocr  oocmied  br 
tbeK  oa  Ail  ride  of  the  HUlaiW  WM  to  be  dMdad 
awnftHng  to  ibe  idatln  nnben  cf  Aoaa  wha  had 
nlpato{  and  would  migrates  to  the  lematndar;  and 
that  portioo  iM<^  fUl  to  Aa  tdgiatan  we*  to  be 
fODdrcd  bf  Ae  Didtad  Statai  In  plaoa  of  tbe  landi 
fbralAod  to  Ae  Cbnokeet  beTinid  Ifae  l&rimippL 
Wram  AIm  plan,  the  exttDgolihment  of  the  title  of 
Ae  OMKJkee  Indlaai  wa*  antk^pated,  and  wiMld 
ban  taken  placa  bad  it  been  azeODtad  In  Iti  ^ririt  bf 
Aa  Gcnerd  Ooremment.  It  afpaara,  hcnrercr,  A^ 
Ae  eaiiMU  waa  nerar  takan,  and  that  In  1819,  • 
dapotatlOD  of  OMCiAaea  waa  pannittad  to  earns  to 
W^hn^toD  to  adjiwt,  fin^,  tbe  difflcnhlea  aririi^ 
ontoftl>etreatv«riS17.  lialowwCbardkeatowni, 
in  AalimMof  GMiRbi,did  Mt  i«ma*a  b^foodtb* 
IGiriarippL  If  oit  of  tba  nmorali  took  plaoa  &om 
the  i^pei  town^  out  of  the  limiti  of  Qeorgia.  In 
(Ik«  (rf'thepraportlaaof  laud*  to  b«  abandoned,  lo- 
cording  to  the  treaty  of  1817,  a  fixed  qaantl^  wa* 
aeoepCed,  a  vaij  soall  and  imrthltm  part  of  irtileh 
U  bi  Georgia. 

It  ii  allaged  bf  tba  Saocetaij  of  Vac  Aat  the  da- 
rfreof  Govmmient  waa^  to  ban  a  coMloa  in  *tMh  fimn 
aa  woaU  eepamta  the  Credn  and  CheNkeae ;  but  AM 
it  waa  fomid  impoariUa  to  iDdaea  Hie  CbenAaea  to 
yiM  to  that  paopORtioii,  or  to  anjoAer  men  hrar- 
■ble  10  OaoigiB,  Aan  that  whkdi  waa  adoiiMd.    He 


doai  no^  bowarer,  itste  that  ai^  oAar  waa  madt,  . 
wiA  a  tIbw  to  oomp^^  wlA  Aa  oompaot  of  IBOL 
Tba  propodAm  made  for  Aa  aepaiatbmof  the  Creeka 
and  Chuobaai,  waa  not  ftnr  the  benafit  of  Qaorgi^ 
had  It  been  aooeded  to,  dthon^  the  intereita  «f  Aa 
Btate  would  bare  be«B  mon  adranoed  than  I?  Il>a 
aotoalarfangBOMnt;  je^eranbtthateam,  AetJnlt- 
od  Statea  wonld  ItaTe  aaorifiaad  Ae  obSHdona  of  (ho 
oompaot  to  Aa  poiioj  irf  iqMnliiig  tbe  udian  tribes 
and  to  Ae  eoiueqaeot  aeqnliMlai  of  lands  for  Aeir 
own  nae  In  Ae  State  of  Alabama.  The  oommittee 
d  wbj  a  oanlon  if  Ae  whole  gaatt> 


The  obHgatlana  o< 


J  atmple — aline,  a 


imaafi^neAat  boeudatr,  aooordlnsto 
Ua  of  the  anai^enMnt  of  1817.  ^e  Seantan-tf 
War,  howanr,  rtatia  Aat  tba  Indiana  will  not  jrleld, 
.  Aa*  Ae  Dnited  Statoa  did  Tiald.  It  la  ob- 
■  -•-  faitenat  (<  Oooi:^ 
Am  Aa 


The  boa^  b  made  in  oonaeqitaDaa  of  Aa  eamaat 
dedreof  a  gnat  part  of  the  Cneiokaa  nation  to  t*. 

until  Ml  Hii.  AL^nf  tti«  Mi—t««lpp'    ' 


onMntad  to  tt,  and  allll  mora 
•o,  Hiat  Aa  Wlani  ibonld  be  uMonraged,  h^  O^ 
pnamble  of  a  traatj-,  made  at  ttie  Seat  of  GioTem- 
mmt,  andai  Um  ejee  of  the  Pnaiden^  to  enteitafn 
that  ezpeotetian.  Tbe  trea^  of  1817,  and  that  of 
1819,  Aow  a  atraoge  finvetliJnen  of  th«  lindted  ax- 
tent  of  the  power  of  the  United  3«tea  oror  the  lead 
In  qnaatfon.  The  Saorataiy  of  War,  aodng  nndac 
tba  dhaotlaa  <f  Ae  ExaoatiTe  Uaglrtrata,  and  par- 
aaii^  the  example  aet  in  1817,  Mem*  to  bare  imag> 
Inad  that  Ae  United  Statea  and  Ae  Indiana  oonld  do^ 
lawfa&jr,  irtkatorai  raited  their  mnt&al  ecBtTeiilanoet 
wlthont  regard  to  'Aa  Sute  of  Geo^ ;  an  *not 
lAiA  had  been  mevfonalf  oommittad  In  treatiei 
wiA  Ae  Ciaaka.  No  dmrenoa  waa  made  between 
Indian  laadi  iriAin  Aa  HmiH  of  the  State  -winning 
tba  anatoa]  jiniadlMion  aad  adl,  and  the  Indian 
ianda  wbera  Aa  aafl  it  the  property  of  Aa  United 
Statea.  ProriAma  an  made,  in  boA  tiaatiaa,  ttm 
TCMing  infiridoali  wIA  foe  dm^  tide*  to  land,  and 
to  ocnrect  tham,  bja  diort  proceta.  Into  dtiMU* 
Tbe  nUrt  of  Aa  UMted  fitataa  to  do  dther  la.  abaa- 
Intelir^iad  by  tlte  oommittee.  Tlu  Oenerd  Oor- 
•nment  oan  take  Ae  mpeify  of  IndiTldnali  Sx 
pnUio  ate,  but  the  oooalitntlon  withhoLda  Aa  power 
•van  to  pr^odioe  the  daima  t^  anj  State.  Congreal 
oan  aitulIA  a  nnilbnn  rale  oF  natnralitation ;  Ae 
ExeouUve  Ha^tiate  oamiot  make,  br  an  Indian 
to  tlia  eataUiitwd  r '- 


The  effect  of  and)  acta  on  Aa  part  of  Ae  Oaneial 
OontHMnt  wa*  to  be  antidpated.  The  ladiani 
wora  tao^t  the  Taloa  <f  lapaiatt  prupar^,  and  tha 
adnntagaa  to  ba  obtained  bj  a  oontmnaBoa  in  Aatr 
nwantpodHon.  The  Qanend  Goraimnant  soAat^ 
imd,  abo,  Iha  taUbKahment  of  ttJadnnariea  naang 
Aa  CbaiiitiMia,  to  fautmct  Aeir  ehUdcan,  and  to  gin 
themataalefcrthaonlliTattonoftbeiaiL  Ibeoii 
mittaa  aia  n 
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nor  are  they  infimnod  tlut  the  GoTBrnment  ha*  arer 
thon^t  h  uecenaiy  to  impoM  upon  thmi  ndi 
tulc  The  amiiiuttM  are  not  ta  b«  imdentood  i . 
BipnadDg  BD7  dlupprobatuin  of  the  foUej  of  As 
United  Statea  for  die  dTiluation  a[  die  Indian 
tdbea;  &«J  eeofina  thenuelTM  to  the  polioj',  aa  it 
baa  afieeted  die  perfbnmiiMcf  the  proniiMa  of  di« 
UiUtad  States  nDdorUiaoompaatirf' 1809.  Aiiti»- 
IwlM  to  that  oompaot,  Ihej  expnai  their  decided  ooD- 
Tiotiou  tliat  Sm  attampli  wbicb  hare  bean  made  to 
tMiM,  andpeniwiwiitlf  fix,llMQh««kM*Ia  Geor- 
gia, a  in  diieot  TitdatiiHi  of  the  pnoilM  M  aztangiiiih 
thrar  title,  aiMwnuhoooldb*  done  peaceaUjr,  and 
onieaaooaUotormti  nor  do  tike  oomtnitlM  peioein 
die  necee^  of  holding  out  the  idea  of  permanent 
•ettkintnt  in  Oeoigia,  a«  a  pnfaide  to  On  eatabBth- 
mentofa  legnlargommnent  forthe  Indlant.  Ai 
it  ragaidi  ezpoue,  it  mold  oeitididr  1>«,  liir  the 
United  Stalea,  Hie  ohemeat  mode  of  tOxaag  Oiia 
otject,  ai  the  ooet  woofd  be  paid  bj  Gectgla,  add 
tiM  United  Slatea  wonld  be  eaved  bam  Dm  awnm* 
oUigatioQ  of  lemoni^  &.«  Indian*  fbr  dia  boMlt  of 
fiiat  State ;  a  aavitw  cf  eiMnM  wl^oh,  bowerw. 
Am  United  State*  will  not  deore,  aa  it  ItmlTM  a 
breaidieftbeiifUtli. 

From  die  drcnmstanoai  din*  dettdled,  the  Hooa* 


deolaratioiii,  that  they  wOI  ntfth«t  tell  nor  qn!t  die 
land*  ooonpled  by  them.  Smub  raniriie  oMuot  bnt 
b«  fUt  at  Ae  aoqaiaaoenoe  of  flie  United  Stateam  the 
aobititation  ef  ^ItHnatlo  oonvapandenoe  for  bdian 
talka,  and  at  the  maioKc  in  iriikh  the  anlgaot  cf  the 
OMNkes*  ii  [Boaented  to  CongrvK  "Utt  Laglda- 
tore  of  Oeor^  at  their  tatt  tttuaa.  aentto  die 
Cbkf  Ibpttrata  *  mgmeriat  on  the  anttjeot  cf  the 
oonpMt  ct  laoa.  Hw  Preaident  of  Hm  Uidtad 
"'  '     '  t  laid  diat  memorial  before  CongieH, 

A  to  peaent  to  the  LwUladTe  bodf 
»  of  dw  Sectetary  of  War  with  oer^ 
lain  Cherokee  ohlefit  irhfoh  buina,  on  their  part,  1:^ 
a  decUration  that  they  would  m11  no  more  land; 
eontafau  a  reqnett  that  no  more  mmifdalioii*  aboold 
bemadefordiatparpoaei  and  a  *i^ge«lon  that  the 
Umted  Statea  dioaU,  In  aome  other  irar,  aatii^ 
Qeor^  aL  hj  a  oeanon  In  Florida.  To  Bw  feimal 
of  duSee 
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and  wldi  fiimneaa,  to  the  Cherokee),  the  neMe«iTj  of 
their  ultimate  remoral  from  Qeor^a,  bat  hare  held 
out  tothemtheldaaof  apormaamt  teddenct^aa  cat- 
bma,  in  that  SUte ;  hare  tenght  them  the  raloe  t£ 
their  poatim,  and  Inthnated,  that  it  depended  npoa 
Ihenuelre^  to  lemain  or  to  lemore ;  have  attempted 
to  ittt,  in  bidlTidoal^  a  pennaaent  property  In  th» 
•oiL  From  tbeee  oamee^  ereiy  d^  iocrennng  in 
dieir  eflbot  Jipoa  the  intJinatioa  of  the  Cherokee^ 
have  aiHm  ue  detenuinatiaii  of  die  CbBTDkeea,  aa 
made  knoini  to  the  Pieaident  It  ii  the  policy  tt 
the  Vdted  Statea  vhioh  baa  created  the  dimcnltiea ; 
If  peaeeable  acqoiailioB  ii  in^oadhle,  that  impoaa- 
bibt]' ia  dw  woric  of  the  GoDeral  Q«femment 

Id  dda  (tato  of  thln^  enconntering  oaidradloto^ 

oUigadoni,  tti*  ooorn  for  the  Gowernmant  t>  jdaitt 

and  obriow.    Jtutiae  ahoald  be  dona  to  GeMfpa, 

Hm  Indian  daim  dtoaldbeextingnidied,BTeadtMiU 

fome  be  required  for  that  porpeae ;  or  die  00D*«Dt  of 

die  State  miutbe  obtained  to  (mm  atrawemen^ 

whkdi  will  ftee  die  United  StaSi*  &mb  du  ai£anua- 

t*  aiiaw  bom  it*  regard  to  the  mihi^py  ooitdl- 

of  the  TndiaiM,  ftoM  a  r«^eet  to  die  eneot»> 

I  diej  hare  emmeoaaty  permitted  diii  bibe  ta 

entertain,  and  Gram  their  formal  and  aolamn  oblIg»> 

*^on  to  a  roetaber  of  the  Union. 

Tlie  committee  do  not,  bowem,  believe  that  imf 
■erioiu  difficnl^  now  exiati,  to  the  peaeeable  extla- 
gnttlmient  of  the  lodian  ddc,  on  reaamuUe  teitiu. 
An  order  fion  die  Oenera]  Government  for  tbeiT  ra- 
moraL  would  be  oheerftally  aeqnieaoed  in,  if  aooom- 
panied  by  the  DeooMaiy  pepaiadoo  for  the  pn^wti^ 
of  die  tribe,  and  a  '    '       i    .....     . 


e  odier  war,  aatii^ 

-"'      To  die  feimal 

joinder  i*  giTen, 

D  dd*  Tqmnder,  Coi^rBM  are  hifonued  diat 


la  Secretary  of  War,  a  i^oinder  i*  giTeii, 

Tqmnder,  Coq <-*..-    r.,    . 

Abe  exerted. 


EsMdtlTe  oaa  do  nodii^  fbrdier  vidiont  the  inter- 
TCBtion  of  Codgrta^  tlie  Fntidant  haa  gErea  U* 
'  orinion,  diat  dw  naaof  foroe  would  be  n^iM^  and 
Oat  wtdwotfoia*  nothing oan  be  dime.  WhatdHnld 
be  done  by  Googren,  ia  a  mljeot  of  the  moat  aatiati* 


«f  1803  antidpated  the  extfaigudiment  of  the  Id 
tide  to  aU  Oe  land*  in  Oeorfpa.    The  United  S 


it,  a*  aoon  aa  it  eoold  be  dooa 

_ea*aoable  tent*.    The  oomp^t 

ipoied  npon  die  Qeneial  GoreimnaattheoUIg^ion 

neeanthei '■  *   '        ' 


peaceably,  and  on  leaaooable 
Impoied  npon  die  Qeneial  Got* 
'  to  nta  an  the  meana  naoBMary  to 
inriew.    Itwaaemdallytbeil 


aaemdallytti 
g  oawolated  ei 


doing  any  dihw 

to  render  impnodoaUe,  the  attunment  of  diat  and. 
If  the  committee  bava  not  deceived  tlieiiuel*e*,  It 
tonat  be  ^parcm^  diat  die  United  State*  have  omit- 
ted to  embraoa  two  oocariom,  when  a  foUer  per- 
temano*  rf  the  OMiditiima  of  the  eempaet  wa*  In 

..._. Itiaeqn;" ■'--  -"    "  -  ■ 

Dt  only  01 


agree  iritb  the  Preiiden^  diat  it  wimld  pcoaote  ea- 
•etidalljthe  aeanri^and  bap[diw**  of  tb*  tribea  of 
Indian^  If  thqy  wnld  be  pteniaed  on  to  iMire  be- 
yond dw  limit*  «f  the  StaMt;  but  di^  oannat  *ea 
die  ii^oMioa  of  any  meaanre,  ahcst  of  aetaal  boatOi^, 
whieh  woold  ewentiallv  promote  the  aaonri^  and 
hmfaie**  of  the  CbenAee*.  TbMV  is  another  ooo- 
ticuration  whioh  ihonld  be  brm^t  into  view;  die 
only  planobla  oltjeotian*  to  die  propoaed  order,  Ii  ita 
.._...!.    _.  ■  ,  .. ,^    ._  ^  Inaiana.    Thatit 


ii^jiadoe,  Bi 


a  not  asreeahla  to  dwirw 
-    t  it  b  b 


.  from  daogara  to  whkb  tbejr  lisi  b«  expoMd, 
n  ohttinate  adherenoe  to  their  own  ofunion^  ia 
Dj  tme.  Heir  preaent  podtioa  is  inoompatibla 
tb*  elaiiu  ct  die  State  cf  Oeore^;  dw  kiwwt* 
of  die  fitat,  that  the  United  Statea  will  not,  in 
qoeDOe  of  the  pervBraeneaa  of  the  Cbeiokaea, 
oemply  with  the  obligadont  of  the  oompsiot  of  1803, 
"*  pecewarfly  piodooe  irritations  and  roeentment^ 
DODleqoenoes  of  which  may  l>e  eealy  foreaeea. 
United  Statta  may  b«  ouder  the  fatal  MMid^ 
Ming  die  Cherokee         ■■■■-'  


citiieDa.    The  committee 

. .  die  Botue  the  fidlowlng  reeolnliciiih  nnder  ft 

ftaU  convicdon  diat  the  tAopHoa  of  dietn  will  not  b* 
followed  by  any  aomeqnence*  iqjoriont  to  die  Cbm- 
ok«abibe,orto  the  chaiwto  of  die  Oenaal  Oov- 

mMdt  fi^  jutioe  and  bmnaid^ : 

gtohtd.  That  die  United  State*  ate  ba>and,  by 
their  cbllgataoDa  to  Georgia,  to  take,  immediately, 
dw  neoaasary  meaanrea  lor  the  remonl  of  the  Cher- 
okee Indians  beyond  the  limiU  ef  that  State. 

Ruohtd,  Hat  (Dch  an  anangeneiit  with  the 
State  of  (Jeorpa  ahonld  be  made,  at  may  lead  to  the 
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hb^m:!  of  1908,  with  Oa  iMUt  pcnabk  iDooomi!- 
we*  to  dia  CauKokaa  ud  Cn^  IndiuM,  within  the 
LmiterciftlMStkta. 

Agobal,  That  Out  atm  td <tolUn  aboold  be 

qpn^naMdfnr  tin  prnpowa  iiiiiii—iil  in  the  kbora 


Ur.  FcnsiTB  moved  to  refer  the  repari  to  ft 
Ooamuttet  of  the  IFhole  on  the  etete  of  the 

To  tbii  Ttfta^iee,  Hr,  Aums,  at  ViaHehn- 
Mtt^  oUected,  as  gitiog  to  this  nilqeot  an  tin- 
dneprafereDoe  orer  other  bnaiiieflB  eerller  in- 
Indooed  into  the  House. 

Id  T^lr  to  this  olfjection,  Vi.  Fobstth  uid, 
vaoag  autst  things,  that,  if  gentleinen  h«d  ex- 
mined  the  doonniento  oonneoted  with  this  re- 
port, th^  woold  have  seen  that  a  state  of  im- 
tttica  e^atB,  whieh  requires  to  be  allayed,  or 
it  would  require  lomethiiw  sbonger  thw  reoo- 
hliow  of  tlua  Honae  to  alUT  it. 

TheqnestitMi  irta  then  takoi  on  ICr.  Fob- 


tibs  affimiatiTe — &i  Totea  to  ft 

The  CBgroeaed.  biD  to  amend  the  Hreral  acta 
be  impomig  dTitiea  on  imports  and  tonniue, 
WMtlien  read  ft  third  tune ;  and  the  qneabon 
bang  itated,  "  8haU  this  bLQ  paaa  I  " 

Kr.  EunwLPH,  of  Yir^nia,  addressed  the 
dint.  I  am,  sud  he,  praotiaing  no  deoeption 
vpoD  mjMl£  mnoh  leas  apon  the  Eoom,  when 
I  Mj  tlut,  if  I  had  consiuted  mj  own  feelings 
aod  tadintUon^  I  should  not  hare  troubled 
the  Hook,  eihansted  aa  it  is,  and  aa  I  am,  with 
ny  farther  remarks  upon  this  sabjeot.  I  oome 
to  the  diactuH^  of  tlus  task,  not  merelj-  with 
idiuliDce^  but  with  dic^nst;  jaded,  worn 
dawn,  abraded,  I  maj  saj,  as  I  am  b;  long 
■ttowIsDoe  iip<Ht  this  body,  and  continoea 
MMch  cf  the  attention  npon  this  snlgect.  I 
miu  to  it,  howerer,  at  the  saggeetioii,  and  in 
pDioanoe  of  the  wishes  of  those  whose  wishes 
tn  for  me  ia  all  matters  tonching  mj  pablio 
d%,  panmonnt  law ;  I  Bpeak  with  those  reaer- 
vationi,  of  conrse,  which  erery  moral  agent 
BDHt  be  sniqMMed  to  make  to  himself. 

It  was  not  more  to  his  aorprise  than  to  his 
iiiwpointment,  Hr.  R.  aaid,  ^at,  on  his  retom 
to  uie  Hons^  after  a  neoesaarT'  absesoe  of  a 
few  ds^  on  iiidiq>ensable  bnsineae,  he  tbnnd 
it  Btgaged  in  disonsring  the  general  principle 
«f  the  bill,  when  its  detwls  were  under  con- 
■deration.  If  he  had  expected  snch  a  turn  in 
to  debate,  he  wonld,  at  any  private  saorifica 
•owsTer  great,  have  remained  a  spectator  and 
nditoi  ofthat  disonsdon.  With  tne  exception 
tfthe  qieech,  already  pnblished,  of  his  worthy 
edlMBM  on  his  right,  (Ifr.  P.  P.  Babbous,) 
Jt  K.  Mid  he  was  nearly  deprived  of  the 
MKfit  of  the  disonssion  which  had  taken  place. 
**BT  weeks  had  been  occnpied  with  this  bill 
(b*  hoped  the  House  would  pardon  him  for 
^ring  bo)  before  he  took  the  alighteat  part  in 
Be  delLberationa  on  the  detaHa,  and  be  now 
Aioerely  regretted  that  he  had  not  had  fiim- 


neaa  enongfa  to  adhere  to  the  reaolntioa  which, 
he  had  laid  down  to  himself  in  the  earh-  stage 
of  the  debate,  not  to  take  any  part  in  uie  dis- 
onssioD  of  the  details  of  the  measure.  But,  aa 
he  trasted,  what  he  now  had  to  say  upon  tbii 
anbjeot,  althonsh  more  and  better  things  had 
been  said  by  ouiera,  miBfat  not  be  the  same  that 
they  had  sud,  or  might  not  be  aaid  in  the 
same  manner,  be  here  borrowed  the  laagnage 
of  a  man  who  had  heretofore  been  oonapiouous 
in  the  ooonoils  of  the  oonntry;  of  one  who 
was  norivalled  for  readiness  and  dexterity  in 
debate ;  who  was  long  without  an  equal  on  the 
floor  of  this  body;  who  had  contributed  aa 
mnoh  to  the  ^rolntion  of  1801  as  any  man  in 
this  nation,  and  had  derived  aa  little  benefit 
from  it;  aa,  to  nse  the  words  of  that  celebrated 
man.  what  he  had  to  asy  was  not  that  which 
had  Deeo  said  by  othera,  and  would  not  be  aaid 
in  their  manner,  the  Honae  would,  he  tmated, 
have  patienoe  with  him  daring  the  abort  time 
that  his  strength  wonld  allow  him  to  ooonpy 
their  attention.  And  he  b^sed  them  to  on- 
deratand,  that  the  notes  whien  he  hdd  in  hia 
hands,  were  not  notee  <m  which  i«  meant  to 
speak,  but  of  what  othera  had  epoken,  and  from 
which  he  wonld  make  die  nnaUeBt  aelectioo  in 
hispower. 
H«repeni_   _.,,..       -         , 

iliged,  and  with  great  relnotanoe,  to 
differ  from  my  worthy  oolleagne,  who  has  taken 
BO  oonopioaoQS  a  part  in  this  debate,  about  one 
ftct,  which  I  will  call  to  his  reoolleolian,  for  I 
am  sure  it  was  in  his  memory,  though  aloeping. 
He  has  undertaken  to  state  the  oansee  by 
which  the  difference  in  the  relative  condition 
of  various  parts  of  the  Union  has  been  pro- 
duced ;  but  my  worthy  ooUeagne  has  omitted 
to  state  the  primum  mobile  of  the  commerce 
and  mannfactnrea  to  which  a  portion  of  the 
country  I  need  not  name  owes  ita  present  pros- 
peri^  and  wealth.  That  primum  mobiU  was 
Southern  capital.  I  speak  now  not  of  transao- 
tione,  gverum  pan  minima  Jhti,  hot  of  things 
of  which,  nevertbeleM,  I  have  a  contempora- 
neous recollection.  I  say,  without  the  fear  of 
oontradiotion,  then,  thu,  in  oonaeqnenoe  of 
the  enormous  depredation  of  the  evidences  of 
the  pnblio  debt  of  this  conntry — the  debt  prooer 
of  the  United  States  (to  which  must  be  ^ded 
an  item  of  not  less  than  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  for  the  State  debts  assumed  by  the 
United  Btatee)  being  bought  up  and  tdmost 
ensroesed  by  the  people  of  what  were  then 
called  the  Northern  States— a  measure  which 
nobody  dreamt  any  thing  about,  or  which  no- 
body bad 'the  slightest  suEpicion — I  mean  the 
assumption  of  the  State  debts  by  the  Federal  . 
Qovemment;  these  debts  being  bought  up  for 
a  mere  song,  a  eapital  of  eighty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, or,  in  other  words,  a  credit  to  that  amoont, 
bearing  an  interest  of  aii  ^r  cent  per  annum. 


three  per  eeot,) — a  capital  of  eightf  milliona  of 
ddluB  was  poored,  in  a  dagle  day,  Into  the 
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oo^raof  tbe  Nortlij  and  to  tAat canwwe  m^ 
msinlf  aaoribe  the  difference  bo  distutroiu  to 
tlie  Boath,  between  that  conntry  and  tlie  other 
portion  of  this  Union,  to  which  I  have  aUnded. 
Wben  we,  aud  Hi.  B.,  roused  bj  the  mfferiogs 
of  oar  brethren  of  Boston,  entered  into  tbe 
contest  with  the  mother  countrj,  and  when  we 
came  ont  of  it — when  this  conaUtntion  was 
adopted.  tM  were  comparatiTely  rich,  thty  were 
positively  poor.  What  is  now  our  rel«li¥e 
situation  I  They  are  flooriihiiiK  and  rich;  we 
are  tribntsry  to  them,  not  only  throosh  the 
jnediom  <yi  the  public  debt  of  wbioh  I  have 
^olcen,  but  also  throngh  the  medium  of  the 
pension  Ust,  newly  the  whole  amount  of  which 
ts  disbuised  in  the  Eastern  Btateb ;  ind  to  this 
creation  of  a  day  is  to  be  ascribed  ^e  difference 
of  onr  reJatiTe  situation,  (I  hope  my  worthy 
colleague  will  not  consider  any  thing  that  I  say 
as  conflicting  with  his  general  prindplea,  t« 
which  i  heartily  sohsoribe.)  Yea,  sir,  and  the 
price  paid  for  the  creation  of  all  that  portion 
of  this  capital,  which  consisted  of  the  gasmned 
debts  of  the  States,  was  the  immente  boon  of 
fixing  the  Seat  of  Qovemment  where  it  now  is. 
.And  I  advert  to  this  bargain,  because  I  wish  to 
show  to  every  member  of  this  Honse,  and,  if 
it  were  possible,  to  every  individqal  of  this 
nation,  tlie  most  tremendous  and  calamitoru 
results  of  political  bargaining. 

Sir,  when  are  we  to  hftve  enoogh  of  this 
tariff  qnestion  t  In  1616  it  was  supfyosed  to  be 
settleiL  Only  three  years  therean«r,  anothw 
proposition  for  increasing  it  was  sent  fhnn  this 
House  to  the  Benatc^  laited  with  a  tax  of  four 
oents  per  pound  on  brown  sngar.  It  waa,  for- 
tonately,  rejected  in  that  body.  In  what  man- 
ner thU  MU  is  baited  it  doea  not  become  me  to 
Bay;  bat  I  have  too  distinct  a  recollection  of 
the  vote  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
da^  npoD  molasses,  and  afterwards  of  the  vote 
in  the  House  on  the  same  qnestion;  of  the 
votes  of  more  tiisn  one  of  the  States  on  that 
qnestion,  not  to  mark  it  well.  I  do  not  say 
Ui&t  the  change  of  the  vote  on  that  (question 
was  effected  by  any  man's  wttnjr  egomst  his 
own  motion,  bat  I  do  not  lietitilt«  to  aay  that 
it  was  effected  by  one  msn'e  eleoti<xieering 
against  his  own  motioB.  I  am  very  glad,  Ur. 
Speaker,  that  old  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the 
Evince  of  Maine  and  Sagadahock,  by  whom 
we  stood  in  the  days  of  ue  Revolution,  now 
stand  by  the  Sonth,  and  will  not  aid  in  fixing 
on  ns  this  system  of  taxation,  compared  with 
which  the  taxation  of  Mr,  Qrenville  and  Lord 
North  was  as  notMng.  I  swak  with  koowl- 
edge  of  what  I  say,  when  1  declare,  that  this 
biU  is  an.  attempt  to  reduce  the  country  South 
of  Jbson  and  IMxon's  line,  and  East  (d  the 
AHegbaoy  ICoonb^ns,  to  a  state  of  worse  than 


tion  of  Oreat  Britain  was,  in  my  Judgment,  Ur 
preferable;  and  I  tnist  I  shall  always  have  the 
narlesa  integrity  to  utter  any  pohtioal  senti- 
ment which  the  bead  sanctions  and  the  heart 
ntiflea ;  toe  Qte  British  Parliament  never  wonid 


have  dared  to  I17 moh  duties  on  onr  im] 
or  thdr  exports  to  ns,  either  "at  btmu"  ar" 
here,  as  is  now  proposed  to  l>e  laid  npon  the 
imports  from  abroad.  At  that  time  we  had 
the  command  of  the  market  of  the  vast  do- 
minions then  snl^ect,  and  we  sbonld  have  bad 
those  which  have  ^oe  been  subjected  to  th9 
British  empire;  w«  eqjoyed  a  &ee  trade,  em- 
inentiy  superior  to  any  thing  we  can  etyoy  if 
this  bill  shall  go  into  operation.  It  is  a  sacri- 
fice of  the  Ukterests  of  a  part  of  thia  nation  to 
the  ideal  benefit  of  the  rest^  It  marks  ns  ont 
as  Qi6  victims  of  a  worse  than  Egyptian  bond- 
s' It  is  a  barter  of  so  much  of  our  rights  of 
so  much  of  the  fmits  of  our  labor,  for  politleal 
power  to  be  transferred  to  other  hands.  It 
onght  to  be  met,  and  I  b'ust  ft  will  be  met,  in 
the  Southern  oonntiy,  as  was  the  Stamp  aot; 
and  by  all  those  measures  which  I  will  not  de- 
tain uie  House  by  recapitnlating,  which  sno- 
oeeded  the  Stamp  aoC,  and  prodnoed  the  final 
breach  with  the  mother  country,  which  it  took 
about  ten  years  to  bring  abont ;  as  I  troet  in 
my  conscience,  it  will  not  take  as  long  to  brins 
abont  umilar  resulta  from  thia  measure^  shonld 


All  policy  is  vety  nispldona,  nyt  an  ei 
statesman,  that  sacrtfioes  the  interest  of  anj 
part  of  the  commnidAy  to  the  ideal  good  of  the 
whole;  and  those  governments  only  are  toler- 
able when,  by  the  oeoassary  construction  ol 
the  politicu  maohfoe,  the  interests  of  all  tha 
parts  are  obliged  to  be  protected  by  it.  Hero 
IS  a  district  of  country  extending  fh>m  the 
Patapeoo  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexfoo,  from  the  Al- 
leghany to  the  Atiantio,  a  district  wliich,  taking 
in  aU  that  part  of  Maryland  lying  soath  ef  tha 
Patapsoo  and  east  (tf  Elk  River,  raises  fivo> 
sixths  of  all  the  exports  of  this  country  that  an 
of  home  growth — I  have  in  my  hand  the  offl- 
oial  statements,  which  prove  it,  hot  which  I 
will  not  weary  the  House  by  reading, — in  all 
this  country.  Tes,  sir,  and  I  bless  God  fbr  it; 
fbr,  with  all  the  fantastic  and  prepoeterooa 
theories  abont  the  rights  of  man,  (the  theorU$, 
not  the  rights  themaelvee,  I  speak  0^)  there  ia 
nothing  but  power  that  can  restr^  power — I 
bless  God  that,  in  this  insulted,  oppressed,  and 
outraged  re^on,  we  are,  as  to  onr  connsfua  in 
regard  to  ^s  measure,  hat  as  one  man ;  that 
there  exists  on  the  su^ect  bat  one  feeling  and 
one  interest.  We  are  proscribed,  and  put. to 
the  ban ;  and  if  we  do  not  feel,  and  feeling  do 
not  act,  we  are  bastards  to  those  fathers  who 
achieved  the  Bevolntiim;  then' shall  we  de- 
serve tomakeonrbrickswithontstraw.  Thero 
is  no  case  on  record  in  which  a  proposition  lika 
this,  aoddenly  changing  the  whole  frame  of  a 
country's  pwly,  teanng  aennder  every  ligature 
of  the  body  p<dUio,  was  ever  carried  by  a  lean 
mt(}ori(T  M  two  or  three  votes,  unless  it  be  the 
usuipation  of  tits  Septennial  act,  which  passed 
the  British  Puliament  by,  I  thinly  a  migori^ 
of  one  vote,  the  same  that  laid  the  tax  oo 
cotton  bagging.  I  do  not  ebop  here,  dr.  to 
argue  about  the  oonstltntiaiialii^  of  this  Ull;  I 
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r  th«  oenstitaljoii  &  d«ad  letter ;  I  oon- 
nder  it  to  ooadst,  at  this  time,  of  tiie  power  of 
the  Gfflieral  Garemmeiit  and  tlie  power  of  the 
States — that  is  the  conBtitation.  Yon  ms,j 
intrench  yonnelf  in  parchment  to  the  toetb, 
■ajB  Lord  Chatham,  the  eword  will  find  ita  way 
to  the  vitala  of  the  oonstitadon,  I  have  no 
futh  in  parchment,  sir ;  I  hAve  no  faith  in  the 
abracadabra  of  the  constitution;  I  have  no 
Mth  in  it.  I  AoM  faith  in  the  pover  of  that 
Oomaonwealth,  of  which  I  am  an  nnworthy 
•on;  in  the  power  d  those  Oorolinai^  and  of 
that  Qeoi^ia,  in  her  audent  and  ntmoat  extent, 
to  the  IfwMwriptd,  which  went  with  ns  throngh 
the  valley  of  the  ihadow  of  death,  in  the  war 
of  oar  independence^.  I  have  said  that  I  ahall 
not  stop  to  diBcma  the  constitati<»iality  t>t  tiiia 
voestion,  for  that  reaaon,  and  fi>r  a  better;  that 
there  never  waa  a  constitDtion  nnder  the  son, 
in  wtueh,  by  an  nnwiae  exercue  of  the  powers 
of  the  govemmont,  the  people  maj  not  be 
driven  to  the  extremity  of  resistance  by  ftwoe, 
"Fw  it  is  not,  pwluHpfl,  eo  mnoh  by  the  aa- 
nnqition  (^nnlawfiil  powers,  aa  by  the  unwise 
or  imvarrantaUa  nse  of  those  which  are  most 
k^al,  tliat  govemmenta  Dppoee  their  trae  end 
■iMtrideot;  for  there  is  sncn  a  thing  as  tyranny 
as  w^  aa  asarpatKa."  U,  nnder  a  power  to 
regolote  trade^  yoo  prevent  ezportation;  If^ 
-with  the  moat  qqtroved  spring  lanceta,  yon 
inm  the  last  drop  of  blood  frcxn  our  veins ;  if, 
tmndum  arUm,  yon  draw  the  last  shilling 
from  oar  poAeU,  what  are  &e  checks  of  the 
eonstjtation  to  ost  A  fig  for  the  oonstitntionl 
When  the  soorpion^s  sting  is  probing  as  to  the 
qnick,  shall  we  stop  to  chop  logic?  Shall  ve 
get  some  learned  and  onnniog  clerk  to  say 
whether  the  ^wer  to  do  this  is  to  be  fbond  in 
the  cwis^vtuw,  and  then,  if  he,  from  whatever 
nwtiva,  ahall  maint^  the  affirmative,  like  the 
unmal  whoae  fleece  forme  eo  material  a  portion 
ofthisbiU,  qnletly  lie  down  and  be  shorn  t 
Sir,  events  bow  pasting  elsewhere,  which 

S plant  a  thorn  in  my  pillow  and  a  dagger  in  my 
ncait,  admonish  me  of  the  diffioolty  of  govom- 
with  sobriety  a^  people  who  are  over  head 
ears  u>  debt  That  state  of  things  begete 
a  temper  which  seta  at  nangbt  every  tiling  uke 
teason  and  common  sense.  This  coontry  is 
naqneetionably  laboring  nnder  great  distress, 
birt  we  cannot  legislate  it  ont  of  that  distress, 
Te  may,  by  your  l«^pslation,  reduce  all  the 
eoantry  sonth  and  east  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
fine,  the  whitea  u  well  as  the  blacks,  to  the 
MHilJOB  ot  Hdote— yon  can  do  no  more.  We 
iMve  had  jdaoed  before  ns,  in  the  ooone  of  this 
^anmion,  foreign  examples  and  anthoritiee; 
ui  ifflimg  other  things,  we  have  been  told,  aa 
■n  M^mnent  in  fkvor  of  this  measure,  of  the 
pnispenty  of  Great  Britain,  Have  gentlemen 
tAen  into  consideration  the  pecnliar  advan- 
tagn  of  Great  Britain  t  Have  tliey  taken  into 
consideratioa  that,  not  excepting  Mexico,  and 
that  fine  conntry  which  lies  between  the  Ori- 
noco and  the  Caribbean  Sea,  England  is  de- 
ddtdlj  npeiior  in  pointof  ph^icu  advantages 


to  every  oooutry  nnder  the  sunt  This  is  im- 
queationably  tme.  I  will  ennmerate  some  of 
those  advantages.  First,  there  is  her  climate. 
In  England,  snob  is  the  temperature  of  the  ^, 
that  a  man  can  there  do  more  d^s'  woA  in 
the  year,  and  more  boon'  work  in  the  day, 
than  in  any  other  climate  in  the  worid;  of 
oonrse  I  indnde  Scotland  and  Ireland  in  this 
description.  It  is  in  snch  a  climate  only,  that 
the  hmnsn  animal  can  bear  without  extirpation 
the  corrupted  air,  the  noisome  exhalations,  the 
incessant  labor  of  tiiese  acosreed  mannfactorieB. 
Tea,  sir,  aoonrsed;  for  I  say  it  is  an  accursed 
thing,  which  I  will  neither  taste,  nor  tonoh, 
nor  nandle.  If  we  were  to  act  here  on  the 
En^^ish  system,  we  ebonld  have  the  yellow 
fever  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  &o.,  not  in 
Angnet  merely,  bnt  from  Jnne  to  Jannsrj^  snd 
from  Jannary  to  Jnne.  The  climate  ot  thia 
oonntry  alone,  were  there  no  other  natoral 
obstacle  to  it,  says  alond,  yon  ahsll  not  mann- 
fiictare  I  Even  onr  tobacco  &ctoriea,  admitted 
to  be  the  moat  wholesome  of  any  sort  of  fao- 
torles,  are  known  to  be,  where  eitendve,  the 
very  nidns  ^  I  may  nse  the  expresnon)  ot 
yellow  fever  and  other  fevers  of  similar  type. 
In  another  of  the  .advantages  of  Great  Britain, 
so  important  to  her  prosperity,  we  are  almost 
on  a  par  with  her,  if  wtfknew  how  properly  to 
nse  it;  JfbrlwtalM  nuNJtMn  lua  ti  bona  iwrittl 
— ^for,  as  regards  defenoe,  we  are,  to  all  intents 
and  porpoeea,  almost  as  mnch  an  Island  as 
England  henel£  Bnt  one  of  her  Insnlar  ad- 
vantages tM  can  never  acquire.  Every  put  erf 
that  coonty  is  acoeeeible  from  the  se&  Ther^ 
as  yon  recede  from  the  sea,  yon  do  not  get 
farUier  from  the  sea.  I  know  that  a  great  deal 
will  be  stud  of  onr  m^estio  rivers,  aboot  the 
&ther  of  floods  and  his  tributary  streams ;  bnt 
with  the  Ohio  froaen  np  all  the  Winter,  and 
dry  all  the  sommer,  with  a  long,  tortnons,  diffl- 
onlt,  and  dangeroos  navigation  thence  to  the 
ocean,  the  gentlemen  of  the  West  may  rest  aa- 
snred  that  they  will  never  derive  one  particle 
of  advantage,  from  even  a  total  prohibition  of 
foreign  manitfaotnreB,  Yon  may  succeed  in 
redncing  vt  to  yonr  own  level  of  misery ;  bnt^ 
if  we  were  to  agrM  to  become  yonr  slaves,  yon 
never  con  derive  one  fiirthing  of  advantage 
from  thia  bill.  What  parta  of  this  conntry  can 
derive  any  advantage  from  itt  Those  parts 
only,  where  there  is  a  water  power  In  im- 
mediate contact  with  navigation,  snch  as  the 
vicinities  of  Boston,  Providence,  Baltimore^ 
Richmond,  Sea.  Petersbnrg  is  the  last  of  these 
as  yon  travel  south.*  You  take  a  bag  of  cottrai 
up  the  rivw  to  Pittsburg,  or  \£>  Zaneeville,  to 
Mve  it  mannfaotured  and  sent  down  to  New 
Orleans  for  a  market,  and  before  your  bag  of 
cotton  has  got  to  the  place  of  manufacture,  the 
mannCKotnrer  of  Providence  has  received  hia 
returns  for  the  goods  made  from  his  bag  of  cot- 
ton pnrobased  at  the  same  time  that  yon  pnr- 
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diaaed  yonn.  No,  mr ;  gentiemen  may  u  well 
insist  that  because  the  Chesapeake  Ba;,  tnora 
WMtram,  oar  Mediterranean  Sea,  givee  us  ever; 
mdTBDtsge  of  nangation,  we  ahail  eiolnde  from 
it  everj  thing  bat  steamboats  and  those  boats 
oalled  kat^  exoehen,  p«r  myihann,  par  exetUence, 
EentQckj  boata — a  sort  of  huge,  square,  clumsy 
wooden  box.  And  why  not  insiHt  upon  it  1 
Haven't  you  "the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce!" Vould  not  that,  too,  be  a  "regnla- 
tlon  of  commerce!"  It  wonld,  indeed,  and  a 
pretty  rwilation  it  is;  and  so  is  this  bill. 
And,  ^,  I  mBirel  that  the  representation  from 
the  great  commerciaj  State  of  New  York  should 
be  in  &vor  of  this  bilL  If  operative — and  if 
Inoperativa  why  talk  of  itf— if  operatiTe,  it 
most,  like  the  embargo  of  1B07,  '6,  'B,  transfer 
no  small  portion  of  the  wealdi  of  the  London 
of  America,  as  New  York  has  been  called,  to 
Quebec  and  UontreaL  She  will  receive  the 
moat  of  her  imports  tram  abroad,  down  the 
river.  I  do  not  know  any  bill  that  could  be 
better  oaIoiUat«d  for  Yermont  than  this  bill; 
beonise,  throu^  Vermont,  from  Quebec,  Mon- 
beal,  and  other  positions  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
we  are,  if  it  passes,  unquestionably  to  receive 
our  rapplies<tf  foreign  goods.  It  will,  nodonbt, 
rIso,  smt  the  Niagara  frontier. 

But,  sir,  I  must  not  softer  myself  to  be  led 
too  far  astray  from  the  topic  of  the  peonliar 
Advantages  of  England  as  a  mannfaotnring 
oountry.  Her  vast  beds  of  coal  are  inex- 
haustible ;  tiiere  ore  d^y  discoveries  of  qnonti- 
taea  of  it,  greater  than  ages  past  have  yet  con- 
Humed ;  to  which  beds  of  coal  her  mannfaotnring 
establishments  have  been  transferred,  as  any 
man  may  see  who  will  compare  the  present 
popolation  of  her  towns  with  what  it  was  for- 
merly. It  is  to  these  beds  of  ooal  that  Bir- 
mln^am,  Uanchester,  Wolverhamptcin,  Shef- 
field, Leeds,  and  other  manufectnring  towns, 
owe  their  growth.  If  you  could  destroy  her 
ooal  in  one  day,  yon  would  cut  at  once  the 
rinewa  of  her  power.  Then  there  are  her 
metals,  and  particnlorly  tin,  of  whidi  she  has 
the  exclusive  monopoly.  Tin,  I  know,  is  to 
be  fonnd  in  Japan,  and  perhaps  elsewhere,  bat, 
in  practice,  England  has  now  the  monopoly  of 
that  article.  I  might  go  farther,  said  Mr.  R., 
and  I  might  say  that  England  posseesea  an  ad- 
vantage, gvo  ad  hoe,  in  her  institutiona;  for 
there  men  are  compelled  to  pay  their  debts. 
But,  here,  men  ore  not  only  not  compelled  to 
pay  their  debts,  bnt  they  are  protected  in  the 
renisal  to  pay  them,  in  the  scandalous  evauon 
of  their  legal  obligations ;  and,  after  being  con- 
victed of  embezzling  the  public  money,  and  the 
money  of  others,  of  which  they  were  the  ap- 
pointed guardians  and  tmst«es,  they  have  the 
Impodenoe  to  obtrude  their  unblnahing  fronts 
into  society,  and  elbow  honest  men  ont  of  their 
way  I  There,  thongh  all  men  are  on  a  footing 
of  equality  on  the  highway,  and  in  the  courts 
of  law,  at  mill  and  at  market,  yet  the  castes  in 
Eindostan  are  not  more  diatinctiy  separated 
one  from  the  other,  than  the  different  classes 
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of  society  are  in  England.  It  Is  true,  that  it  is 
practicable  for  a  wulthy  merchant  or  a  mann- 
facturer,  or  his  descendants,  after  having, 
through  two  or  three  generations,  wadied  out 
what  is  considered  the  stun  of  Qmi  oiiginaL 
oocunotion,  to  emerge,  by  slow  degrees,  into 
the  nigher  ranks  of  society;  but  this  rarely 
happens.  Can  you  find  men  of  vast  fortune,  in. 
this  country,  content  to  move  in  the  lower 
circles — content  as  the  ox  under  the  daJly 
drudgery  of  the  yoke  I  It  is  true  that  In  En^ 
land,  some  of  these  wealthy  people  lake  it  into 
their  beads  to  buy  seats  in  Parliam«it ;  bn^ 
when  they  get  there,  nnleee  they  possess  groat 
talents,  they  ore  mere  nonentities ;  their  exist- 
ence is  only  to  be  found  in  the  Red  Book, 
which  contains  a  list  of  the  niemben  of  Parlia- 
ment. Now,  rir,  I  wish  to  know,  i^  in  the 
WestOTU  oountry,  where  any  man  m^  get 
beastiy  drunk  for  three  pence  slerling^^  En(^ 
land,  yon  cannot  get  a  small  winfr'riats>  of 
spirits  under  twenty-five  cents ;  one  bou)  drink 
of  grog  as  I  have  seen  swallowed  In  this  ooon- 
try  would  there  cost  a  dollar; — in  the  'Weetem 
oountry,  where  every  man  can  get  as  mncli- 
meat  and  bread  as  he  can  oouBume,  and  yet 
spend  the  best  part  of  his  days,  and  nights  too, 
perhaps,  on  the  tavern  benches,  or  Idtering  at 
the  croes-roads  asking  the  news, — can  you  ex- 
pect the  people  of  sa^  a  oountry,  with  oount- 
fess  millions  of  wild  land  and  wild  animola 
beddea,  can  be  cooped  np  in  manufactoring 
eatablishments,  and  mode  to  work  uztaen 
hours  a  day,  under  the  superintendence  of  A 
driver— yes,  a  driver,  compared  with  whom  a 
Sonthem  overseer  is  a  gentieman  snd  man  of 
refinement;  for,  if  they  do  not  work,  (these 
work  people  in  the  manufactories,)  they  cannot 
eat ;  and,  among  all  the  pnnisbmenta  that  caa 
be  devised,  (put  death,  even,  among  the  num- 
ber,) I  ieSj  you  to  get  as  much  work  out  of  a 
man  by  any  of  them,  as  when  he  knows  tliat 
be  must  work  before  he  can  eat. 

Bat,  rir,  if  we  follow  the  exun^le  of  Eng- 
land, in  one  respect,  as  we  are  invited  to  do, 
we  mast  also  follow  it  in  another.  If  we  adopt 
her  policy,  we  must  adopt  her  institutions  also. 
Herpolicy  is  the  reeolt  of  her  institutions,  and 
our  institatione  must  be,  as  the  resolt  of  our 
policy,  asrinulated  to  hers.  We  cannot  adopt 
sndi  an  exterior  system  as  that  of  England, 
wilikont  adopting  auo  her  int«rior  policy.  We 
have  heard  of  her  wealth,  her  greatness,  her 
^ory ;  but  her  enlogist  is  silent  about  the  pov- 
erty, wretchedness,  misery,  of  the  lowest  orders. 
Show  me  the  ooontry,  say  gentlemen,  which 
has  risen  to  glory  without  this  system  of  boon- 
tiee  and  protection  on  manufactures  1  8ir,  show 
ms  any  country,  beyond  oor  own,  which  has 
risen  to  glory  or  to  greatness  without  an  es- 
tablished church,  or  witfiont  a  powerful  aristoc- 
racy, if  not  a  hereditary  nobility.  I  know  no 
oountry  in  Europe,  except  Turkey,  witboot 
hereditary  nobles.  Knst  we,  too,  have  these 
Corinthian  ornaments  <^  society,  becsase  those 
countries  of  gteataeea  and  (^ory  have  given  In 
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to  themt  But,  ftlter  we  ahall  have  dcdtrojed 
all  ooT  lbr«^n  trade;  after  we  shall  have,  b; 
tlM  preTentum  of  hnports,  cot  ofl  eiporto — 
firaa  K««i|iteg  the  pronuae  of  die  oonatitation  to 
tlie  ear,  and  braakiiig  it  to  tiie  hope — paltering 
with  the  people  in  a  doahle  senae, — after  we 
shall  hare  done  this,  we  are  told,  "we  dhall 
tmiy  have  to  leaort  to  an  exeim;  we  have  011I7 
to  Aamgt  the  imide  of  collection  of  taxes  from 


Very  rolnntaryl  The 
into  inj  house ;  searches  my  premises ;  reqiecta 
not  even  the  priraoj  of  female  qtartments; 
meararei^  gangee,  and  weighs  everj  thiDK; 
leriea  a  tax  i^oa  eveiy  thing ;  and  then  t^ 
me  the  tax  ia  a  TcJnntary  one  on  my  part,  and 
that  I  am  «r  ought  to  be  oontent,  "Tea, 
volimtai;,"  m  Portia  said  to  Bhylock,  when 
die  plajed  the  Jndge  so  rarely — "  Art  thoQ  oon- 
teDt,Jewl    Art thon  content?" 

These  taxes,  however,  it  seems,  are  vohm- 
tary,  "  as  being  altogeOier  npoa  oonsomptjon." 
B7  a  reoNit  q>eedh  on  this  sabjeot,  the  greater 
part  of  which,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  waa  eo  fortnoate 
aa  to  hear,  I  ieam  that  there  have  been  only 
two  himdred  capital  proseaataona  In  England, 
within  a  givKi  time,  for  violations  of  the  rev- 
fnne  lawe.  Are  we  ready,  if  one  of  ns,  too 
poor  to  own  a  saddle-horse,  ehoeld  borrow  a 
aaddle  and  ol^t  it  on  his  ^longh-horse,  to  ride 
to  chnreh,  m  ovnrt,  or  mill,  or  market,  to  be 
taxed  for  a  %BiAva  nddle-horae,  and  snreharsed 
for  having  Med  to  Hat  him  aa  Mtcht  Ire 
sentlemen  aware  tA  tlie  iaqniritorial,  dispens- 
tog,  arbitrary,  and  almost  Pwal  power  of  the 
OOTiinisdMiers  of  Exdset  I  Bhall  not  stop  to 
go  into  a  detail  of  them;  bnt  I  never  did  expect 
to  bear  H  said,  oa  this  floor,  and  by  a  gentle- 
man trota  Kentucky,  too,  that  the  excise  syatem 
WM  a  mere  scarecrow, — a  bogbear—tbat  the 
aonnd  of  the  worda  oonstdtnted  all  the  differ- 
«>oa  between  a  system  of  exoiae  and  a  ayatem 
of  cnatoma;  that  both  meant  the  same  thing. 
"Write  them  together;  yonrs  is  aa  (air  a  name. 
Sonnd  them;  it  doth  become  the  month  as 
weU."  Here,  (dr,  I  mnst  beg  leave  to  differ ; 
do  not  tUnk  it  doee.  "Weigh  tliem;  it  ia  a 
keoey."  That  I  grant  "Ooiitjnre  with  them' 
— exdae  "will  start  aj}>intaa soon  aaeiMtonu.' 
Thi*  I  verily  believe,  dr,  and  I  wish,  with 
all  my  hearty  if  this  bill  is  to  psss — if  new  and 
nnneceeaary  bnrdena  are  to  be  wantonly  im- 
poaed  upon  the  people — that  we  were  to  retnm 
home  with  the  bleaaed  news  of  a  tax  or  excise, 
not  leee  by  way  of  "  minimum,"  than  fifty  cents 
per  gallon  npon  whiskey.  And  here,  if  I  did 
not  ooneider  an  etciaeman  to  bear,  according 
to  flie  langoage  of  the  old  law  books,  caput 
bpMtini,  and  that  it  was  almost  aa  meritoriona 
to  shoot  snch  a  hell-honnd  of  tyranny,  aa  to 
dwot  a  wolf  or  a  mad  dog — and,  if  I  " ' 
know  that  any  thing  like  an  eidae 
oonntry  is  in  effect  utterly  impracticable,  I 
myael^  feeling,  aeeing,  blaahitig  for  my  cotm- 
try,  wonld  gliKtly  vote  to  lay  an  excise  on  this 
abominable  liquor,  Uie  lavi^  consampti< 


which  reodeta  thie  the  most  dmnken  nation 
under  the  snn ;  and  yet,  we  have  rfiftiaed  to 
take  the  dntiea  from  winea,  frvm  cheap  French 
wines  particularly,  that  might  lure  the  dog 
from  Us  vomit,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
reformation  of  the  public  maonera.  Sir,  an 
excise  aystem  can  never  be  muntained  in  tliis 
country.  I  had  aa  lief  be  a  tythe-prootor  in 
Ireland,  and  met  on  a  dark  night  in  a  narrow 
road  by  a  dozen  white-boys,  or  peep-of-day 
boja^  or  haarts  of  oak.  or  hearts  of  steel,  aa  am 
exdseman  In  the  Alleghany  mountains,  mel^ 
in  a  lonely  road,  or  by-place,  bra  backwoods- 
man, with  a  rifle  in  \Ai  hand.  With  regard  to 
Ireland,  the  British  chanceUor  of  the  ezche<raeF 
has  been  obliged  to  rednce  the  excise  in  Ire- 
land on  diatiiled  apirita,  to  comparatively  noth- 
ing to  what  it  was  formerly,  in  consequence  of 
the  impoaaibility  of  ooUeoting  it  in  that  oonntry. 
Ireland  is,  not  to  speak  with  statistical  ao- 
curacy,  about  the  size  of  PennsylvADia,  con- 
taining something  like  twenty-five  thousand 
square  miles  of  territory,  with  a  popnlation  of 
aix  milUoua  of  Inhabitsnta,  nearly  aa  great  a 
nnmber  as  ths  whole  of  the  white  popnlation  of 
the  United  States ;  with  a  standing  army  of 
20,000  men;  with  another  standing  army, 
composed  of  all  those  dasses  in  civil  life,  who, 
throngh  &e  iustmmeiUslity  of  that  army,  keep 
the  wretehed  people  in  suUeolion — onder  all 
these  drcnmatonoea,  even  fn  Ireland,  the  excise 
cannot  be  collected.  I  venture  to  say,  that  no 
ariny  that  the  earth  has  ever  seen — not  snch 
a  one  as  that  of  Bonaparte,  whidi  marched  to 
the  invasi<n  of  Bnaaia — wonld  be  capable  irf 
ocJleeting  an  excise  in  tliis  oonntry — not  sndl 
a  one  aa  that  described,  if  yon  wUl  allow  me 
to  give  some  deligbtfOI  poetry  in  exchange  for 
Tery  wretched  prose,  as  Milton  has  described : 
"  Smh  fbroea  met  not,  nor  so  wide  a  camp, 
Wfaen  Agrtcan,  with  all  his  northam  powen^ 
Bsrieged  Albncoa,  as  romuiciea  tell, 
He  dty  of  Callipbrona,  fVom  whence  to  win 
Hie  fairast  cf  bar  sex,  AngelSca, 
His  daugfatar,  sooght  by  many  prowest  knlj^ili, 
Beth  Fayaim  and  tlie  Peai*  of  Chariemagiie,' 
Not  such  a  fbrce,  nor  even  the  troops  wHb 
whidi  be  oomparea  them,  which  were  no  less 
than  "  the  legi<Hi  fiends  of  hell,"  could  oolleot 
an  excise  here.  If  any  officer  of  our  Qovem- 
ment  were  to  take  the  field  a  still-hDnling,  aa 
they  call  it  in  Ireland,  among  our  Bouthem  at 
Western  forests  and  monntauia,  I  abonld  tike 
to  see  the  throwing  off  the  honnds.  I  have 
still  enough  of  the  sportaman  abont  me,  that 
I  abonld  Me  to  see  the  breaking  cover ;  and, 
above  all,  I  should  like  to  be  in  at  the  death. 

And  what,  uiA.  Hr.  K,  are  we  now  abont  to 
dot  For  what  was  the  oonstitution  formed! 
To  drive  the  people  of  any  part  of  this  Union 
from  the  plough  to  the  distafft  Sir,  the  Oon- 
stitution of  the  United  States  never  wonld  bare 
lieen  formed,  and  if  formed,  would  have  been 
scouted,  una  «om,  by  the  people,  if  viewed  as  a 
means  for  effecting  purposes  like  lliia.  The 
oonstitation  was  fbnned  tax  extemil  pnipoBei^ 
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to  raiae  armiu  and  navies,  and  to  lay  nnifiHiit 
duties  aa  imports,  to  raise  a  nnaaejbo  defrar 


of  espi<«age  and  emlse  into  eveir  I09-L. 
Id  the  United  States.  We  went  Up  war  witli 
Chreat  Britain  fiv  free  trade  and  Bailors'  ri^ts ; 
ire  made  a  b«a^  of  peaoe  in  wtiioh  I  nerer 
OoaU,  with  the  aid  of  m^  glaaaes,  see  a  word 
aboat  eiOier  tlie  gno  or  the  other  of  these  ob- 
jects of  oimtenlion;  we  are  now  determined 
never  to  be  engaged  in  another  tor  mieb  por- 


Btate  of  Uiings,  we  have  been  told,  bj  the  doo- 
toi  as  well  as  b;  the  ^Mtthecair,  tiiat  mach 
oannot  be  immediately  expected  aoat  this  new 
■oheme ;  that  jears  will  pass  awav  b^ore  its 
beo^oial  effects  will  be  fiiU;  reaJiwd.  And 
to  whom  is  this  toldf  To  Uie  oonsomptive 
patient,  it  is  said — here  is  the  remedy;  per- 
severe u  it^  a/«w  yam  and  it  will  iiddliblj 
oare  yoor  disorder ;  md  thia  in&lliUe  remedr 
it  preacribed  {):«  ptuio(a>ar]r  oonsamptioii,  whiw 
Is  an  opprobrinm  of  phTrioiaiu^  andhas  reached 
a  stsge  that,  in  a  few  months,  not  to  say  days, 
mnst  inevitably  terminate  the  existence  of  the 
patient.  This  is  to  be  done,  too,  on  the  plea 
that  the  people  who  call  for  this  measure  are 
already  rained.  I  vrill  do  any  thing,  sir,  in 
1,  to  relieve  these  perMXiR;  but  I  oaa  nevw 
,  beoaose  thej  are  rnined,  and  we  are  half 

_ d  only,  that  we  eball  be  entirdy  rained, 

fi>r  tike  eoatingent  possibility  of  th«r  relief. 
Te  have  no  belief  in  this  new  theory— «ew, 
for  it  oame  in  with  the  £^nch  revolntifm,  and 
that  ia  of  modera  date— of  the  traoaftition  of 
Uood  from  a  healthy  animal  to  a rfok  one:  and, 
if  there  is  to  be  nudt  a  traufaston  for  the  bene- 
fit of  ttiese  mined  persons  now,  we  refer  the 
sentlemaa  to  bulk  and  goats  6x  anpplies  of 
hloQ^  for  we  shonU  be  the  veriest  assi 
pwmtt  them  to  draw  our  own. 

We  are  told,  however,  that  we  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lie  debt  for  a  few  years,  and  wait  for  an 
anmotalion  of  weatUt,  for  a  new  nm  of  Inek- 


Thls  postponement  of  the  pnblio  debt  is  no 
novelty.  All  debts  are,  nowadays,  as  old 
lilly  hath  it,  in  the  future  in  rut,  "about  to 
be  "  paid.  We  have  gone  on  pcstooning  paying 
the  na^Mtal  debt,  and  onr  own  debta,  im^  in- 
dividnal  credit  is  at  an  end ;  nntil  property, 
low  as  it  is  reduced  in  price  by  onr  fantastio 
kpdation,  can  00  lonf^er  be  boi^t  bnt  for 
reidy  money.  Here  is  one,  and  there  the 
other.  I  am  describing  a  state  of  society 
whioh  I  know  to  exist  ia  a  part  oi  the  ooontij, 


rained 


and  which  I  hear,  with  concern,  does  exist  in 
a  greater  degree,  in  a  much  larger  portion  of 
tiie  oonntry  than  I  pretend  to  be  perst^iaUr 
acqn^ted  with. 

In  all  beneSdsl  chanires  in  the  natnral  world 
— and  Uie  sentiment  is  Qlontrated  by  one  of  tJi« 
moat  beantiftal  effiidons  of  Imagination  and 
gadva  that  I  ever  read— in  all  those  ohan^ea, 
which  are  the  works  of  an  all-wise,  alt-eeeuig, 
and  aoperintending  Providence,  as  in  the  in- 
sensible gradation  by  which  the  infiuvt  bnd 
expands  into  manhood,  and  trom  manhood  to 
senility ;  or,  if  you  wiO,  to  cadndty  itself— yon ' 
find  nature  never  worUng  bnt  by  gradual  and 
impercc^ble  changes;  you  cannot  see  the  ob- 
ject move^  bnt  take  your  eye  trom  it  for  a 
'bile,  and  like  the  index  of  that  doclc,  yon  can 
M  that  it  has  moved.  The  old  proverb  et^s, 
lod  worics  good,  and  always  by  degrees.  Tbt 
devil,  on  the  other  hand,  is  beat  on  misch!^ 
end  always  in  a  hnrry.  Se  cannot. stay:  his 
oMect  is  mischief  which  can  best  be  effected 
Bnddenly,and  he  must  be  gone  to  work  else- 
where. Sot  we  have  the  comfort,  under  the  - 
preesore  of  this  measure,  that  at  least  no  force 
IS  exercised  upon  ne;  we  are  not  obliged  to 
buy  goods  of  foreign  mann&otnre.  It  is  true^ 
sir,  uat  gentlemen  have  not  slid  yon  shall  not 
send  jonr  tobacoo  or  cotton  abroad;  bnt  they 
have  said  the  same  thing,  in  oUier  words ;  by 
preventing  the  Importation  of  the  retnms  whicA 
we  nsed  to  receive,  and  without  which,  the 
sale  or^iohangeof  onr  produce  ia  impraoticablt^ 
they  Bay  to  us,  you  Aall  sell  only  to  ns,  and 
we  will  give  yon  wliat  we  please;  yon  shall 
buy  only  ot  OS,  but  at  what  price  we  please  to 
ask.  Bat  no  fbrce  is  nsedt  Ton  are  at  foil 
liberty  not  to  buy  or  to  sell.  Sir,  when  an 
iii"Eii"b  judge  once  told  a  certain  curate  at 
Brentfwd,  that  the  court  of  chancery  was  open 
eqoally  to  the  rich  and  the  poor.  Home  Tooke 
relied,  "so,  my  lord,  is  the  London  tavern." 
Ton  b1k>w  a  Uanket  or  a  warm  mg  to  a  wretoh 
that  is  shivering  with  Oold,  and  tell  him,  yon 
shall  get  <ne  nowhere  else,  bnt  yon  are  at 
liberty  not  to  bay  mine. 

No  Jew,  who  ever  tampered  with  the  necea- 
ritiea  of  a  profligate  young  heir,  lending  him 
money  at  a  nsnry  of  cent,  per  cent.,  ever 
acted  more  paternally  tiian  the  advocates  of 
this  bill,  to  those  upon  whom  it  is  to  operate. 
I  advise  yon,  young  man^  for  yonr  good,  Bsya 
the  nsnrer,  I  do  these  thmgs  very  relnctantly, 
says  Moses— these  courses  will  lead  you  to  ruin. 
But,  no  firee — no,  dr,  no  force  diort  of  Rnsuan 
despotiam,  shall  induce  me  to  purchsee,  or, 
knowing  it,  to  u»e  any  article  from  the  re^on 
of  country  which  attempts  to  cram  this  bill 
down  onr  throats.  On  thi^  we  of  the  South 
are  reeolved,  as  were  onr  &thers  about  the  tea, 
which  they  refused  to  drink;  for  thia  is  the 
same  old  qnestion  of  the  stamp  act  in  a  new 
shape,  viz:  whether  they,  who  have  no  com- 
mon feeling  vrlth  ns,  shall  impose  on  na,  not 
merely  a  bnrdengome  bnt  a  ruinous  ta3L  and 
;  that,  by  way  <rf  experiment  and  sport.    And  I 


DEBATES  OP  OOyaBSSS. 


»I8M.] 


Mr  assbi.  If  ve  are  to  Bobndt  to  anoh  nnupft- 
tt«a>,  give  ma  Gec^e  Qranvillei  give  me  Lord 
Kmh  for  ft  mMtor.  It  ia  la  this  point  of  view 
tlut  I  moA  depraoatd  tha  biU.  I^  i^  Ur. 
XL,  from  the  lu^MKO  I  have  naed,  aiif  gentla- 
nun  ahaJl  bdieve  ual  I  am  not  as  much  at- 
tached to  thii  Union  m  any  wm  (xi  tliis  floor, 
he  will  labor  midar  peat  mistake,  fiat  tliera 
is  no  in^i»  in  tills  vord  imim,  I  tbIoo  it  ai 
the  TiwOT(t  <rf  preaerring  Uie  liberW  and  hMp- 
pinaaa  of  tlie  people.  Marriage  itadf  ia  a  good 
thlitg,  bvt  tbe  nutrrlagea  <^  Uauntiiis  were  not 
■0  aateamed.  Tlie  marriage  of  Sinbad,  the 
■ailor,  with  the  oorae  <^  hie  deoeaied  wife,  waa 
«  mii<Hi ;  and  Joat  ancli  a  onion  will  tbis  be, 
iC^by  A  bare  mt^toi^  in  both  Honaea,  thia 
bin  ahaS  beooae  a  law.  And.  I  asL  air, 
wbetber  it  win  Tedoond  to  tha  bonor  of  thia 
House,  if  this  Inll  aboold  paa^  that  the  people 
ahoold  owe  their  eaoue  to  the  aot  of  an  j  othera 
ntbtar  than  to  oa!  Shall  we,  whan  eien  the 
British  Pariiameot  are  taking  off  ta»a  bj 
wh^eaele — wh^i  an  the  assMaed  tazea  are 
diminmhed  flftr  pw  eent. — when  the  tax  on 
■alt  is  rednead  aeTen-eighths,  with  a  pledge 
that  the  remainder  diafl  oome  o^  aoid  the 
wlurfe  wonld  have  been  rntealed,  but  that  it 
Tsa  kept  on  aa  a  aalvo  ibr  Uie  wonnded  pride 
of  Mr.  Cbaooentff  tt  the  £xeheqner,*  who, 
when  aaked — why  keep  on  this  odlona  tax, 
whidt  brings  Imt  a  vvtxr  himdred  and  Sttj 
tfaonsaad  per  aimmn  f  answered,  \>f  nbtofbge 
and  eranoo,  as  I  have  heard  dime  in  tUs 


Hoioae,  and  drew  )>aok  npon  Us  resooroea  hiaJ  advantage,  I  twliev^  eren  over 
m^fwitr— bow  will  it  answer  tor  the  people  to  tockj'— so  enraed,  that  " 
loM  op  ibr  Ouii  escape  frran  oppression,  not 
to  tlMlr  immediate  B^reaentataTS^  bnt  to  tlw 
Sfpreaentatives  <tf  the  States,  or,  posriU^,  to 
the  ExeentiTet  And,  permit  me  here  to  a^, 
and  I  say  it  freely,  beoanse  it  is  tni&  that  I 
}oin  aa  beartilr  as  an^  man,  in  reprehending 
the  "ocd^t  snUgnons  smntort  of  tha  ExeontiTe 
GoTflCDmeot  to  this  bllL"  I  do  not  nse  mj 
own  words;  I  deprecate  aa  mnoh  aaanj  mem- 
ber of  this  House  can  do,  that  the  ExecntiTe 
qt  thk  oonutrr  shonld  Imd  to  this  biU,  or  to 
■njr  other  l»n,  a  eoid  and  ambignons  sonport, 
or  aapport  of  anj  sort,  mitil  it  oome  before 
him  m  the  ahqte  ^  a  law,  nnleea  it  be  a  meaa- 
■ra  wfakih  1m^  in  Us  oonatttnUoul  oqiadtr, 
mar  have  invitad  OoBgreas  to  pass.  I  m^  be 
peimitted  to  si^,  and  I  will  say,  that,  in  case 
ttna  bill  ahoold  be  nnhqtpil^  presented  to  him 
te  Ua  rigoatare— and  as  an  allnsion  has  been 
made  to  him  in  debate  I  tmeoma  I  may  r^ieat 
It,— I  hope  he  will  reodleot  how  nrnoh  the 


•It  h  a  iBHwt  of  BIU*  nant  I*  IM,  that,  it  tbli  UmM 
UtMt  h^  ait  bfuBt  tX  tba  nr*  lUa  nutA  of  Ua  •!>»- 
«HH  la  •Oh,  {Ifr.  KsMhm^  wUak  fMcbtd  tha  BnltM 
aiatai  tl«w  Jan  >Bct.  It  oodit  ta  ba  nprinM  la  (Twr 
laaauic  fays  ia  tha  Uolaa,  Wllhth*»«dMaM,llbanlltr, 
■mil  III,  uS  iMi  Mth,  whtab  ahutttariw  tha  vkeU 

«h*MtaaUiatSBTannaat  li  pMc*d  t*  lb*  ibldl- 
Iha  nan  iWBBaat  iTtb*  tdt  tax;  aad  iriuUtad  SB 
fer  ^  OpfMMM,  aa  BMn  ihaU  ba  radanaaO.  Ha  uc 
aNl%h*va?ar,lh*poav«fRibMtMtlH*BaaMhcTTadDo- 
ttMli  Baa  artha  MaU  ta  BOir  p^abta  Ml  (lit,  which  h« 
■agatin  la  ba  aa  Mttla  bacdaaaoaMk  U  lt«  pmant  nAvmA 
■M^  H  ai7  alha*^  aal  mita  MV  «  aallaotka. 


oonntrr  that  gare  him  birth  haa  done  for  Urn, 
and  the  little,  not  to  asj  worse  than  noUung, 
that,  daring  bis  adndnutratitMi,  he  has  done, 
for  her.  I  hope,  sir,  he  win  soont  Qie  tun  aa 
oontraiy  to  tbe  genios  fA  our  Gorenment,  to 
the  whole  spirit  and  lettn  of  oar  oonfederation 
~-lBajat  oar  o(»federatioa— BlssMd  be  God, 
it  ia  a  confederation,  and  that  it  oonttina  within 
itoelf  the  redeeming  power  wliioh  haa  more  than 
onoe  been  exeroiseo— and  that  it  contains  with- 
in itself  the  seeds  of  preservation,  if  not  of  this 
Union,  at  least  of  the  Individnal  Oommon- 
wealths  of  which  it  is  oomposed. 

Bnt,  air,  not  satisfied  with  an  ^tpaat  to  the 
example  of  Great  Britain,  whixn  we  have  been 
oontent  hitherto  very  sedaloaslj  to  coisara  snd 
to  imitate— as  I  onoe  heard  a  person  sar  that 


of  oensare  ttf  the  yerj  vioe  of  which  thej  are 
tfaemselTea  gant7 — the  ezamjde  of  Boada  haa 
been  introdnoed,  the  ver^  last,  I  Aonld  aop- 
poee,  that  wonld  be  broaght  into  this  Hoose 
on  this  or  snr  other  qnestion.  .  A  gentleman 
from  8onth  Osrolina,  (Mr.  FonsnTT,)  whose 
intelligenoe  and  information  I  very  mnoh  re- 
spect, but  tbe  feebleness  of  whose  voioe  does 
not  permit  him  to  be  heard  as  distinotlT'  as 
ooola  be  wished,  remarked  the  other  daj,  and, 
having  it  on  m;  notes,  I  wiil,  with  his  lesve, 
repeat  it — RossiaiBcanedwiuiapuker  monej, 
wnioli,  in  pwnt  of  ivpntia&sa  and  its  eonse- 
qnent  embarrassment  to  bar,  ean  1>oast  of  no 
advantage,  I  twliev^  eren  over  ihat  of  Ken- 
tack]'— so  caraed,  that  it  is  Impoerible,  anm 
her  droolation  is  reatored  to  a  healthAil  stat& 
she  can  ever  take  her  station  aa  a  commercial 
or  mana&otnring  nation,  to  mj  extent.  Nay, 
more,  Bnssia,  with  the  ezoeptkot  of  a  &w  of 
her  provinoes,  cooMsta,  like  the  interior  of 
America,  of  a  vast  inland  oontinent,  desolated 
and  deformed  bv  pnuriea,  or  steppee,  aa  thej  are 
there  oalled,  inhabited  t^  a  spitM  ptrpnlation; 
and.  as  an  ameal  has  l>een  made  to  eroerlenoe, 
sud  Mr.  B.,  I  aak  mj  gentleman  to  ukiw  me 
an  instance  ctf  auf  oonntr^  ander  the  son,  that 
haa,nnder  these  dronmstsncea,  taken  a  stand 


of  ouiacities  fi>r  foreign  oommeroe,  how 

nnlike  the  msnlar  ritoaClon  of  Great  Brit^  or 
the  peninsnlar  ritoation  of  almost  the  whole 
oontment  of  Bnrope — sorroimded  or  penetr^ied 
as  it  is  by  inlana  seaa  and  gnlf^l  Hay  I  1m 
pardoned  for  advertiag  to  the  fact — I  know 
that  comparisons  are  extremely  odions— tiiat, 
when  we  look  to  Salem  and  Boston,  to  parts  <a 
the  coonti^  where  skill,  and  cutital,  and  indos- 


which  eonld  sooner  bnlld  one  hundred  pyra- 
mida,  aoob  as  that  ot  Oheops,  tiisn  mannfoetare 
one  camtMic  needle,  wap4»erof  WUteOhspel 
pin^  or  a  watdh-qiring,  we  bear  a  damw 
■boot  lUa  BTStam  fte  the  pnitMtka  ttf  mani^ 
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flutDraa.  The  merohanta  and  manafactiirerB 
of  UtasaohTiMttB,  New  Hampdiire,  tie  Provinoe 
of  Maine,  aod  Bsgadahook,  repel  this  biU,  whilst 
men  in  nnitting-flhirts,  with  deer-skin  Icings 
and  moocMons  on  their  fe«t,  want  protection 
for  msDn&otnreB — men  with  rifles  on  their 
Bhonldwa,  and  long  knive«  in  their  helts,  seek- 
ing in  the  fijreet  to  iv  in  their  next  Winter's 
Ripplf  of  brar  meat.  Bnt  it  is  not  there  alone 
ttie  otT  is  heard.  It  is  at  Baltimore — decayed, 
deoeited  Baltimore,  whose  exports  have  more 
than  one-half  deoreaead,  whilst  those  of  Boston 
haTS  four  times  increased — it  is  decayed  and 
deserted  Baltimore  that  oomes  here  and  asks  db 
for  the  proteoti<m  of  those  interests  which  have 
grown  np  during  the  late  wajv-privateeriDg 
among  l£e  nnmber,  I  presome.  Philadelphia, 
too,  in  a  state  of  atrophj-,  oaks  for  il)e  meaanre 
— Philadelphia,  who  never  can,  pass  what  bill 
70n  please,  have  a  for^gn  trade  to  anj  great 
amonnt,  or  become  a  great  monn&otuing 
town,  for  which  she  wants  all  the  elements  of 
dimate,  coal,  and  capital — this  city,  now  orer 
built,  swollen  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  in- 
tegmnent,  and  ntterly  deetitnt«  of  foroe  or 
weight  in  the  Union,  wonts  this  bill  for  the 
proteotdfln  of  the  domastio  indnstry  of  her  free 
blat^  I  preenme.  Kew  York,  too,  is  now 
willing  to  bnild  np  Uontreal  and  Quebec  at 
her  expense — to  convert  the  Hndsmi  into  a 
theatre  for  rival  dispntsnts  about  steamboats  in 
the  ooDits  below  stairs,  and  for  them,  and  snch 
as  them,  with  a  cossdng  lioensa,  to  plj  npon. 
The  tme  remed^riOnd  the  only  one,  for  the  iron 
mannfactnrer  of  PennsylTania,  who  has  nottung 
bnt  iron  to  selL  and  that,  they  tell  ns,  is  wt^th 
nothing,  would  be  to  lay  on  the  table  of  this 
Hoose.  a  declaration  of  war  in  blank,  and  then 
go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  see 
what  nation  in  the  world  it  wonld  be  most 
convenient  to  go  to  war  with— for,  fill  the 
blank  with  the  name  of  what  power  yon  please, 
it  must  be  a  sovereign  State,  and,  thongh  it 
have  not  a  seaman  or  a  vessel  m  the  world,  its 
oommisnons  ore  as  good  and  valid  in  an  admi- 
ralty oonrt,  as  those  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral 
of  Great  Britain.  In  this  way  yon  will  put "- 
fiimaoes  in  blas^  and  your  p^>er  mills  into 
operation ;  and  many,  very  many,  who,  dnring 
the  lost  war,  transported  floor  on  horseback 
for  the  SDpply  of  jonr  army,  at  the  cost  of  a 
hundred  dollars  per  barrel,  and  who  have  nnoe 
transported  provisions  in  steamboats  np  and 
down  the  Missouri  Kver — very  many  such  in- 
dividnak  would  time  be  taken  out  of  the  very 
Jawa  of  bankrupfOT.and  lifted  up  to  opulence, 
at  the  expense  of  (Aat  people,  at  whose  expense, 
also,  yon  are  now  about  to  enable  these  iron 
manufacturers  to  fill  their  pockets.  New  Eng- 
land doea  not  want  this  hill.  Oonnecticnt 
indeed,  molsssee  having  been  thrown  overboard 
to  ligbteo  Vaa  ship,  votes  for  this  bUl. 
word  in  tiie  ear  of  the  land  of  steady  habits — 
I  voted  against  the  tax  on  the  principle,  which 
has  always  directed  my  public  life,  not  to  com- 
promise my  (pinions— not  to  do  evil  that  good 
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may  come  of  it— let  me  tell  the  land  of  steady- 
habits,  that,  after  this  bill  shall  be  tair^f  off  the 
shore;  after  we  shall  have  cleared  decks  and 
made  ready  for  action  agidn;  after  she  shall 
have  imposed  on  me  the  onerous  bnrden  of  tliifl 
bill,  she  shall  have  the  benefit  of  my  vot«  to 

Sut  on  Bgun  this  duty  on  molasses — not  at  this 
»y — this  is  not  the  last  tariff  measure ;  for,  in 
less  than  five  years,  I  wonld,  if  I  were  a  betting 
man^  wager  any  odds  that  we  have  another 
tariff  proposition,  worse  by  for  than  tha^ 
amendments  to  which  gentlemen  had  strsngled. 
yesterday  by  the  bow-string  of  the  previonfl 
question.  Fair  dealing  leads  to  safe  coonsels 
and  safe  issnea.  There  is  a  certain  left-handed 
wisdom  that  often  overreaches  its  own  otjectfl^ 
which  grasps  at  the  shadow  and  lets  go  the 
snbstonce.  We  shall  not  only  have  this  dnlT' 
on  molaasea,  I  can  tell  the  gentlemen  from 
Oonneotiant,  bnt  we  shall  have,  moreover,  an. 
addittonal  honn^  on  intoxication  by  whiskey, 
in  the  shape  of  an  additional  dn^  on  foreign 
distilled  spirits. 

The  ancient  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  one 
of  whose  unworthy  sons,  and  more  unworthy 
representafivea,  I  am,  stud  Mr.  R.,  must  now 
b^^  to  open  her  eyes  to  the  fatal  policy  which. 
she  has  pursued  for  the  last  forty  years.  I  have 
not  a  doubt,  that  they  who  were  the  ag«its  for 
traDsferring  her  vast,  and  boundless,  and  fertile 
conntry  to  the  United  States,  with  on  exprws 
stipnl^on,  in  effect,  that  not  on  acre  of  it 
should  ever  inure  to  the  benefit  of  any  man 
&om  Vii^inia,  were  as  respectable,  and  kind- 
hearted,  and  hospitable,  and  polished,  and 
guileless  Vii^ia  gentiemen,  as  ever  were 
cheated  out  of  their  estatee  by  their  overseers; 
men  who,  so  long  as  they  could  command  the 
means,  by  sale  of  their  lost  acre,  or  last  negrot, 
would  have  a  good  dinner,  and  give  a  hearty 
welcome  to  whomsoever  ohose  to  drop  in.  to 
eat,  Mend  or  stranger,  bidden  or  nnbidden. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  thb  bill  on  the 
Southern  States  t  The  (^ect  of  this  policy  i^ 
what  I  shudder  to  look  at ;  the  more,  be«B«se 
the  neii;  oemns  is  held  np  ut  Umrtm  over  ns. 
We  are  t<Jd,  yon  had  better  consent  to  ihi» — 
we  are  not  threatened  exaoUy  with  Qeneral 
Oaoe  and  the  Boston  Port  Bill — bnt  we  are 
told  by  gentiemen,  we  shall,  after  the  next 
oensna,  so  aaddla  and  bridle,  and  maTtrngdU 
yon,  that  yon  will  be  easily  regulated  by  saj 
bit,  or  whip,  however  severe,  or  ^nra,  however 
rank,  of  domestic  manufacture,  that  we  choose 
to  use.  Bnt  this  ammient,  sir,  has  no  weight 
in  it  with  me.  I  do  not  choose  to  be  robbed 
now,  because,  after  I  am  once  robbed,  it  will 
become  easier  to  rob  me  agun.  Oltta  prim- 
eipiii,  is  my  msxim — because  every  act  of  ex- 
tension of  the  system  operates  in  a  twofold 
way,  decreasing  the  strength  and  means  of  the 
robbee,  and  IncreaMng  tiiose  of  the  robber. 
This  is  as  true  as  snjr  Proposition  in  mathe- 
matics. Gentiemen  need  not  tell  us,  we  had 
better  give  in  at  once'.  No,  ur,  we  shall  not 
.  give  in;  no,  we  shall  hold  out— we  ahall  not 


i,  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESS. 


.  liat.] 


[H.» 


pn  in.  "We  do  not  mean  to  be  threatened  out 
ttomr  rights  bj  the  menace  of  another  ceneoB. 
"We  are  aware  of  onr  follj,  and  it  is  our  bosi- 
neas  to  provide  against  the  ooii»eqaeac«s  of  it, 
bot  not  in  tbu  ws^-  When  I  reoolleot,  that 
the  tariff  of  1816  waa  foaoved  bj  that  of 
1819-'20,  and  that  by  this  measure  of  1833-'24, 
I  cannot  beUeve  that  we  are,  at  anj  time,  here- 
after, long  to  be  exempt  from  the  demands  of 
tliose  stm^j  beggars,  who  will  take  no  denial. 
"BiYtaj  ooncession  does  bat  render  eyery  freah 
deraand  and  new  conoeuion  more  easy.  It 
is  like  those  daatard  nations  who  Tainly  Uxiok 
to  buy  peace.  When  I  look  back  to  what  the 
ooantrr  of  whioh  I  am  a  representatiTe  was, 
and  when  I  aee  what  it  ia~when  I  recollect 
tbe  expreenon  of  Lord  Oomwallis,  applied  to 
Virginia,  "that  great  and  nntenified  colony," 
vbicb  be  was  aboat  to  enter,  not  without  some 
nusgiTings  of  Lis  mind  as  to  the  reaolt  of  the 
Invaaion — whea  I  compare  what  she  waa  when 
-Qiia  Eoose  of  Representatives  first  assembled 
In  the  oity  ot  Ifew  York,  and  what  she  now  Is, 
I  know,  by  the  disaatrons  contrast,  that  her 
ooancils  have  not  been  governed  bj  statesmen. 
They  might  be  admirable  profeeaore  of  a  imi- 
veraty,  powerfhl  dialecticians  ez  cat/Udra,  bnt 
no  aonnd  eoansels  of  wise  statesmen  conld  ever 
lead  to  moh  practicU  ill-reanltaas  are  exhibited 
by  a  companson  of  the  past  and  present  con- 
ation of  the  ancient  colony  and  dominioo  of 

In  Qia  course  of  this  diacnadon,  stud  Mr.  R., 
I  have  heard,  I  will  not  say  with  snrprifle,  be- 
caoae  »i^  admiraH  is  my  motto^-no  dootrioe 
that  can  be  broached  on  this  floor  can  ever, 
hereafter,  eicite  surprise  in  my  mind — I  have 
heard  the  names  of  say,  Ganilh,  Adam  Smith, 
and  Kcardo,  proDonnced,  not  only  in  terms, 
bnt  in  a  tone,  of  sneering  contempt,  as  vision- 
ary theorists,  deatitnte  of  practical  wisdom,  and 
the  whole  clan  of  Scotch  and  Qoarterly  review- 
KS  logged  in  to  boot  This,  sir,  is  a  sweeping 
danse  of  proscription.  With  the  names  of  Say, 
Smith,  and  Ganilh,  I  profess  to  be  aoqnainted, 
fbr  I,  too,  am  versed  in  titU  poffM,  but  I  dlA  not 
eipeot  to  hear,  in  this  House,  a  name,  with 
which  I  am  a  littie  fhrther  acquunted,  treated 
with  so  little  ceremony,  and  by  whom  1  I  leave 
*<i«Tn  Smith  to  the  simplicity  and  m^esty,  and 
Lgth  of  hia  own  native  genioa,  which  has 
\  name — a  same  whioh  will  be 
iritB  veneration,  when  not  one 
uBuio  ui  ujiB  House  will  be  remembered.  Bat, 
one  word  as  to  Ricardo,  the  last-mentioned  of 
liose  writers — a  new  aothority,  thongh  the 
grave  has  already  closed  upon  hint,  and  set  its 
aeal  up<m  bis  reputation.    I  shall  speak  ot  bim 


in  the  language  of 

as  this,  or  p^aps  any, ^ 

a  remarkable  for  the  depth  of  his  reSec- 


..■reat  a  „ 
age  baa  ever  produced 


tjoni  and  the  acumen  of  his  penetration. 
had  been  led,"  says  this  man.  "  to  look  into 
loads  of  books — my  nnderstanding  had  for  too 
many  years  been  intimate  with  severe  thinkers. 


not  to  be  aware  of  the  utter  feebleness  of  the 
herd  of  modem  economists.  I  sometimes  read 
ohapteia  from  more  recent  works,  or  parts  of 
Parliamentary  debates.  I  saw  that  these  (omi- 
nous words  I]  were  generally  the  very  dregs  and 
rinsings  of  the  hmnan  int^ect"  [I  am  very 
glad,  sir,  he  did  not  read  our  debates.  What 
would  he  have  said  of  ours!]  "At  length  a 
friend  sent  me  Mr.  Ricjffdo's  Dook,  and  recur- 
ring to  my  own  prophetic  antidpation  of  the 
advent  of  some  legislator  on  this  scienoe,  I  said. 
Thou  art  the  man.  Wonder  and  curiosity 
hod  long  been  dead  in  me;  yet  I  wondered 
once  more.  Had  this  profound  work  been 
really  written  in  England  during  the  19th  cen- 
taryl  Could  it  be  that  an  Englishman,  and 
he  not  in  academic  bowers,  but  oppressed  by 
mercantile  and  senatorial  carea,  had  aooom- 
plished  what  all  the  universities  and  a  century 
of  thought  had  failed  to  advance  by  one  hair's 
breadth  }  All  other  writers  had  been  crushed 
and  overlaid  by  the  enormous  weight  of  facts 
and  documents;  Mr.  Bicardo  had  deduced,  a 
priori,  from  the  understanding  itself  laws 
whioh  first  gave  a  ray  of  light  into  uie  un- 
wieldy chaos  of  materials,  and  had  constrooted 
what  had  been  but  a  collection  of  tentitive  dia- 
cusuons  into  a  science  of  regular  proportjons, 
now  first  standing  on  an  eternal  basis. 

I  pronounce  no  opiuion  of  my  own,  said  Ifr. 
B.,  on  Ricardo ;  I  recur  rather  to  the  opinion 
of  a  man,  inferior  in  point  of  ori^nal  and  native 
genius,  and  that  highly  onltivatod,  too,  to  none 
of  the  modern^  and  few  of  the  ancients.  tJpon 
this  subject,  what  shall  we  say  to  the  following 
fact!  Batier,  who  is  known  to  gentlemen  of 
the  profession  of  the  law,  ag  the  annotator, 
with  Hargrave,  on  Lord  Ooke.  speakmg  with 
Fos  as  to  political  economy — that  most  extra- 
ordinary man,  unrivalled  for  his  powers  of 
debate,  eioelled  bv  no  man  that  ever  lived,  or 
probab^  ever  will  live,  as  a  publio  debater,  and 
of  the  deepest  of  political  erudition,  fairly  con- 
fessed that  he  had  never  read  Adam  Smith. 
Butler  siud  to  Ifr.  Fox  "  that  he  had  never  read 
Adam  Smith's  work  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations." 
"To  tell  yon  the  truth,"  replied  Mr.  Foi,  ''nor 
I  neither.  There  is  something  in  all  these 
subjects  that  passes  m;  oomprebensioQ — some- 
thing so  wide  that  I  could  never  embrace  them 
myself  or  find  any  one  who  did."  And  yet  we 
see  how  we,  with  oar  litUe  dividers,  undertake 
to  lay  off  the  scale,  and  with  onr  packthread  to 
take  tbe  soundings,  and  speak  with  a  confidence 
peculiar  to  quacks  (in  which  the  regular  bred 
professor  never  indulges)  on  this  abstruse  and 
iierplezing  subject.  Confidence  is  one  tiung, 
knowledge  another;  of  the  want  of  whioli 
overweemng  eonfldenee  is  notorioosly  the  in- 
dication. What  of  that!  Let  Ganilh,  Say, 
Bicardo,  Smith — all  Greek  and  Roman  fame  be 

X'nst  us— we  appeal  to  Dionyriua  in  support 
IT  doctrines;  and  to  him  not  on  the  throne 
of  Syracuse  but  at  Corinth — not  in  absolute 
possession  of  that  most  wonderful  and  enig- 
matical city,  as  difficult  to  oomprehend  u  & 
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abstniaeet  problem  of  politictd  eoonomT,  which 
famiahed  not  0UI7  the  means  bat  the  men  for 
Bapportine  the  greatest  wars — a  kingdom  vitbin 
itsea,  undeT  whose  ascendaat  the  genicis  of 
Athens,  in  her  most  high  tud  ptUmj  state, 

SQ&iled,  and  stood  rebaked.  No;  we  follow 
!ie  pedagogue  to  the  schools — dictating  in  the 
classic  shadea  of  Longwood — (lueut  a  nm  &»-  , 
vendo') — to  his  disciples.  1 

We  have  been  told  that  the  eoonomista  are 
right  in  theorj  and  wrong  in  praotioe ;  which  . 
is  as  mncb  as  to  say,  that  two  oodles  ocoap7  at 
the  same  time  the  same  space;  for  it  is  equally 
impracticable  to  be  right  in  theory  and  wrong 
in  practice.  It  is  easy  to  be  wrong  in  practice ; 
but  if  oar  practice  corresponds  with  onr  theory, 
it  is  a  solecism  to  say  that  we  can  be  right  in 
the  one  and  wrong  in  the  other.  As  for  Alex- 
ander aod  Otesar,  stud  Ur.  B.,  I  have  as  little 
respect  for  their  memoiy  as  is  consistent  with 
that  involnntary  homage  which  all  most  pay  to 
men  of  their  prowees  and  abilities;  and  if 
AleiandsT  hod  safEered  himself  to  be  1^  by  the 
nose  out  of  Babylon  and  banished  to  Siaope,  or 
if  Ctesar  had  sirred  himself  to  be  depriTed  of 
his  imperial  sway,  not  by  the  dagger  of  the 
assassin,  bnt  by  his  own  siaTish  fears,  I  ahonld 
have  ss  little  respect  for  their  memory  as  for 
that  of  him  whose  example  has  on  t^iis  occasion 
been  held  np  to  us  for  admiration.  SpeakiDg 
of  that  mas  who  has  ttept  me  awake  night  after 
night,  and  has  been  to  me  an  iocnbns  by  day, 
for  &ar  of  the  Tastness  of  his  designs,  I  cannot 
conceive  of  a  spectade  so  pitiflil,  so  despicable, 
astliatinan,  onder  those  circnmstancee;  and  if 
the  work  dictated  by  him  at  Bt.  Helena  be  read 
with  the  Blight«at  attention,  no  forsworn  witness 
at  the  Old  Bslley  was  ever  detected  in  so  many 
contradictions  aa  he  liBS  been  gailty  of.  No,  ur, 
the  Jnpiter  from  whose  rdnotant  hand  the 
thnnderlwlt  is  wmng,  b  not  the  one  at  whose 
shrine  I  worship— not  that  I  think  that  the  tme 
Amphitryon  b  always  him  with  whom  we  dine 
— he  is  not  the  political  economist  who  is  to 
take  place  of  Smith  and  Biowdo.  Will  any 
man  make  me  believe  that  he  anderstood  the 
theory  or  the  praotioe  of  political  economy 
better  than  these  men,  or  than  Oharlea  Fox! 
Impossible.  When  T  recollect  wlist  that  man 
might  have  done  for  liberty,  and  what  he  did ; 
when  I  recollect  that  to-  bim  we  owe  thb 

Holy  Alliance— thb  fearfnl  power  of _- 

of  Bnssia,  where  I  shonld  advise  persons  to  „_ 
who  desired  to  be  instmcted  in  petty  treason  by 
the  mnrder  of  a  husband,  or  in  parricide  by  the 
mnrder  of  a  &ther,  bnt  ftom  whom  I  shonld 
never  tliink  of  taking  a  lesson  in  political  eoono- 
my — to  whom  I  wonld  say,  rather,  pay  yoor 
debts,  not  in  depredated  paper ;  do  not  commit 
daily  acts  rf  baokraptcy ;  restore  your  onrrency ; 
practise  on  the  printnolea  of  liberality  and  jus- 
tice, and  then  I  will  listen  to  you.  No,  sir. 
BuBsia  may,  if  she  pleases,  not  only  la;  heavy 
dnties  on  imports;  she  may  prohibit  them  if 
she  pleases ;  ifi4  has  nothing  to  export  bnt 
what  some  other  inland  ooimtriM  have,  political 
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power— physical,  to  be  sore,  as  well  aa  intelleo- 
tuat  power~-but  she  does  not  even  dare  to  attack 
the  Tnrk;  she  cannot  sdr;  she  b  something 
like  some  of  onr  interior  people  of  the  Sonth, 
who  have  plenty  of  land,  plenty  of  ser&,  smoke- 
houses filled  with  meat,  and  very  flne  horsee  to 
ride,  bnt  who,  when  they  go  abroad,  have  not 
one  shilling  to  bless  themselves  with ;  and  t» 
long  aa  she  is  at  peace,  and  does  not  teooblo 
the  rest  of  the  world,  so  long  she  may  ba 
suffered  to  remun ;  but,  if  she  shonld  oontjnae  to 
act  hereafter  aa  ehe  has  done  heretofore,  it  will 
be  the  interest  of  the  civilized  world  to  procure 
her  dismemberment,  J) w/di  aut  nefa*. 
But  it  is  sud  a  measure  of  this  sort  b  na- 


Why,  dr,  where  are  tLe  handlee  of  the  plough  I 
Are  they  unfit  for  ymatg  gentlemen  to  touch  I 
Or  will  they  rather  choose  to  eDt«r  your  mili- 
tary academies,  where  the  sons  of  the  rich  are 
educated  at  the  expense  of  the  poor,  and  where 
so  many  political  Janizaries  are  every  year 
turned  out,  always  ready  for  war,  and  to  sapport 
the  powers  that  be— equal  to  the  fitrditaes  of 
Moscow  or  Bt  Petersburg  t  I  do  not  speak 
now  of  individuals,  ofcourse,  but  of  the  tendency 
of  the  system — the  hounds  follow  the  hunteman 
because  he  feeds  them,  an^  bears  the  whip.  I 
^)eak  of  the  system.  I  concur  moat  heartaly, 
sir,  in  the  censure  which  has  been  passed  np4Hi 
the  greediness  of  office,  which  stands  a  stigma 
on  the  present  generation.  Uen  from  whom  we 
miglit  expect,  and  from  whom  I  did  expect 
better  things,  crowd  the  ante-chamber  of  the 
palace,  for  every  vacant  office ;  nay,  even  Ijefora 
men  are  dead,  tiieir  shoes  are  wanted  for  soma 
bare-footed  offiee-seeker.  How  mbtaken  was 
the  old  Boman,  the  old  Oonsoi,  who,  whilst  he 
hdd  the  ploui^  by  one  band,  and  death  hdd 
the  other,  eieutimed,  "ZMti  tmmwfoZtfruswro/" 

Out  fathers,  how  did  they  acquire  th^ 
property?  By  straightforward  industry,  recti- 
tude, and  frugdit^.  How  did  they  become 
dispoeseesed  of  their  property!  By  indnlgiog 
in  roeonlative  hopes  and  deeigns,  seeking  the 
shadow  whilst  they  lost  the  substance;  and 
now,  instead  of  being,  as  they  were,  men  <^ 
respeotafoility,  men  of  substance,  men  enable 
and  willing  to  live  independently  and  honestly, 
and  hospitably  too — for  who  so  parsimonious  aa 
the  prodigd  who  has  nothing  to  g^ve!  What 
have  wel>eaDmet  A  natioiy>f  sharks,  preying 
on  one  another  through  thennstrumentolity  of 
thb  paper  system,  which,  if  Lycnrgus  had 
known  of  it,  he  wonld  unquestionably  hare 
adopted,  ia  preference  to  hb  iron  money,  if  hia 
object  had  been  to  make  the  Bpartans  the 
most  accomplished  Icnavee,  as  well  as  to  keep 
them  poor. 

We  are  told  that  this  b  a  onrious  oonatitudos 
of  ours:  it  is  mode  for  foreigners  and  not  for 
ourselves — for  the  protection  of  foreign,  and  not 
of  Ainerioau  industry.  Sir,  this  ti  n  cnriona 
constitution  of  ours,  said  Mr.  B.;  and  if  I  were 
dbposed  to  deny  it,  I  conld  not  succeed.  It  b 
an  anomaly  in  itoelt  ItutbatsuppoAdimposd- 
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Uli^  of  aH  writer^  fiwn  Aristotle  to  the 
prewnt  dA]r,  an  imperium  m  tnip«rw.  S^othing 
uke  it  erer  did  eziat,  or  poanbl;  erer  will  under 
■milAT  arenottttitoee.  It  is  a  oonstitntioii  oon- 
nsting  of  oonftderated  bodies,  for  cert^a  exteri- 
or purpoeea,  uH,  also,  for  some  interior  parpoeea, 
hat  le*Tliig  to  the  State  aaUiorities,  among  a 
great  aaaj  powers,  the  Tery  one  which  we 
now  pn^MM  to  exercise:  for,  if  wewer«  now 
pMong  a  T^enw  Wii— a  bill,  the  object  of 
"whicb  were  to  raise  revenne — however  mnoh  I 


bill  passed  to  cany,  bona  fide,  into  effect,  a 
jnvTision  of  the  constitntioQ,  btit  a  bill  pawed 
with  Bhort-aighted  views.  Bat  this  is  no  sach 
IhIL  It  is  a  l»ll,  nnder  pretense  of  regnl&tiiig 
oommeroe,  to  ta^e  money  from  the  pwkets  of 
a  Tery  large,  and,  I  thank  God,  contigDoiia 
tarrih^,  sod  to  pnt  it  into  other  pockets.  One 
word,8ir,oii  that  point;  I  oan  aware  the  gentle- 
muk  whose  wpetitea  are  so  keenl;  whetted  for 
our  moDBf— I  trnst,  at  least,  Uiat  if  this  bill 
piasea,  tbwe  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  members 
oppoaei  to  it,  and  a  gejiwal  uid  coosentaDeoaa 
f  reuBtanoe  to  ita  operation  thronghoat  the  whole 
Bonthem  ooonbj' — and  we  shall  make  it  bj 
lawftil  means;  qwmt  d  tuna,  the  law  will  be  a 
dead  letter.  It  shall  be  to  me,  at  least  as 
innoeooos  as  the  pill  of  the  empprio,  which  I  am 
determined  not  to  swallow.  The  mann&otnrer 
of  the  East  ntajoarr;  hie  woollens,  or  bis  oottona, 
or  his  ooffloa,  to  what  market  he  pteaaee— I 
do  not  bay  <f  him.  Self  defence  ia  the  first 
law  of  natare.  Too  drive  ns  into  it  Yon 
create  heats  and  animosities  amongst  this  great 
famOr,  who  ooght  to  live  like  hrothera ;  and, 
after  too  have  got  this  temper  of  mind  ronsed 
among  the  Southern  people,  do  yoa  expect  to 
come  among  na  to  trade,  snd  eipeot  ns  to  bn; 
fonr  wareat  Sir,  not  onl;  shall  we  not  bay 
them,  but  we  shaU  take  anch  measnres  (I  wiU 
not  WUx  into  the  detail  of  them  now)  as  shall 
reoder  it  impossible  for  jon  to  sell  them. 

Whatever  maj  be  said  here  of  the  "  misgnld-' 
edoomisels,"  as  they  have  been  termed,  "of  the 
theorists  of  Yir^oia,"  they  have,  so  far  as 
twards  this  qnestion,  the  confidence  of  united 
V^ginia.  We  are  asked — does  the  Booth  lose 
inj  thing  by  this  bill — why  do  yon  ory  ont!  I 
)mt  it,  sir,  to  any  man,  from  any  part  of  the 
wontiy,  from  die  Golf  of  Ueiico,  from  the 
Baliie,  to  the  Eastern  shore  of  Maryland— 
which,  I  thank  heaven,  is  not  vet  nnder  the 
pivemment  of  Baltimore,  and  will  not  be,  nnleaa 
certain  theories  ahonld  eome  into  play  in  that 
Bt^  which  we  have  lately  heard  of  and  a 
m^oritT  of  men,  told  hy  the  head,  shonld  govern 
— wbeuier  the  whole  country,  between  the 
poinla  I  named,  is  not  nnanimoos  in  opposition 
to  this  bill!  Would  it  not  be  nneiampled,  that 
we  should  thns  complain,  protest,  resist,  and 
that  ill  the  while  nothing  should  be  the  matter  I 
Aiie  oar  Dnderatandiogs  (however  low  mine 
Bay  be  rated,  mnch  sounder  than  mine  are 


this  resistance)  to  be  rated  so  low 
that  we  are  to  be  made  to  believe  that  we  are 
children  aSHght^d  by  a  bogbeart  We  are 
asked,  however,  why  do  yon  cry  onti — it  is  all 
for  yonr  good.  Sir,  this  remtods  me  of  the 
mistresses  of  George  II.,  who,  when  they  were 
insolted  by  the  populace  on  arriving  in  liondon, 
(as  all  SQch  creatnres  deserve  to  be,  by  every 
mob,)  put  their  heads  ont  of  l^e  window,  and 
stud  to  them,  in  their  broken  English,  "Qoot 
people,  we  be  come  for  yonr  goots ;"  to  which 
one  of  the  mob  rejoined,  "Yes,  and  for  our 
chattels  too,  I  fknoy."  Jnst  so  it  is  with  the 
oppresdve  exactions  proposed  and  advocated 
by  ihe  supporters  of  this  bill,  on  the  plea  of  the 
good  of  those  who  are  its  victims. 

There  ia  not  a  member  of  this  House,  said  Mc 
B.,  more  deeply  penetrated  than  the  one  who  Is 
endeavoring  to  address  you,  with  the  inadequate 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  task  im- 

r»d  upon  him — in  this  instance,  he  will  say,  on 
part,  most  relootantiy.  But,  as  I  have  been 
ell  my  life  a  smatterer  in  historyi  I  cannot  foil 
to  be  struck  with  the  fitness  of  the  oomparisoD 
instdtnted  by  a  historian  of  this  ootmtry  with  the 
Boman  republic.  Just  as  it  was  in  a  state  of  pre- 
paration for  a  master. 

"  Sed,  post  quam  Inzu,  atque  desidia  civitas 
oompta  est ;  rnrBas  reapnbltca,  magnitndine  sua, 
imperatomm  atqne  magistratoum  vitia  sasten- 
fabat;  ao  velnti  effoeta  parentum,  mnltia  tem- 
pestatibuB^  band  sane  quisquam  Bom»  virtute 
mwrnafnit," 

Ctf  this  quotation,  I  will,  aa  they  sometimea 
say  in  the  Parliament,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
oonntry  gentlemen,  attempt  a  translation.  "But, 
after  the  State  had  become  cormpted  hy  larnry 
and  sloth" — in  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertain- 
ments, we  are  told  of  ^ne  who  lud  by  hia 
sequins  in  good  money,  and  when  he  afterwards 
came  to  use  them,  he  found  them  to  be  bits  of 
paper,  not  worth  more  than  old  continental 
(or  Kentucky)  money — "  hy  Inxory  and  sloth, 
again  the  republic," — end  here  I  press  the  oom- 
pariaoD — "by  dint  of  its  own  magnitude  its  own 
greatneK^  ite  own  vastness,  bom  np  nnder  the 
faults,  the  vioea,  of  its  generals,  magistrates,  and 
that,  too,  as  if  effete — (past  bearing)  since,  fm  a 
Ions  while  " — I  hope  the  comparison  will  not 
hola  here — "  for  a  long  time  scarcely  any  man 
had  become  great  at  Borne  by  his  merit."  So, 
sir,  it  is  with  this  republic.  It  does  not  snstain, 
by  itfl  greatness  and  growing  magnitude,  the 
follies  aod  vices  of  its  magistracy.  Hadthis  Gov- 
ernment been  stationary  like  any  of  the  old 
Governments  of  Enrope,  of  the  second  dosa, 
Prussia,  for  instance,  or  Holland,  by  the  pditioal 
evolutions  of  the  last  thirty  years — I  might  say 
the  last  twelve  years — it  would  have  snnk  into 
insignificance  and  debility :  and  it  is  only  upon 
this  resource,  the  increasing  greatness  of  this  r»- 
pnhlic,  that  the  blnnderers  who  plunge  blindfold 
into  schemes  like  this,  can  rely  for  any  possi- 
bility of  salvation  team  the  eflfect  of  their  own 
rash,  undigested  measures.  It  is  true,  that  the 
race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  tha 
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■tioDg ;  and  ebewhere  Uum  in  tiie  lepnblio  of 
Borne  ind  <^  other  tinras,  Uian  tiie  d»jB  of  Oati- 
UnegitmarbeBaid,  "HandaaneqniBqaeTiitnte 


For,  like  a  laoer,  or  ■  boxar,  tnuning, 
Tirill  make,  if  prared,  Tut  effimt  irithont  pain- 
ing." 
I  bad  more  to  aaj,  Hr.  Speaker,  oonld  I  have 
Mid  it,  on  thia  gubjeoL  But  I  cannot  ait  down 
witbont  asking  those  who  were  oaoe  mj 
bretfareo  of  the  ohnrch,  the  eldera  in  the  young 
fitmilf  of  Uiia  good  old  republic  of  the  thirtoen 
Btatea,  if  thej  can  consent  to  rivet  npon  ns  Uiia 
BfstAm,  from  vhiob  no  benefit  can  poMibly  re- 
Sntl  to  themaelTee.  1  put  it  to  them  asdeaoend- 
anla  of  the  renotmed  oolony  of  Yirginia — as 
«hOdren  sprang  from  her  loins — if,  for  the  sake 
of  all  the  benefits  with  which  this  bill  is  pre- 
tended to  be  freighted  to  them — granUng  each 
to  be  the  &at,  for  argument's  sake — they  oonld 
consent  to  do  such  an  aot  of  violence  to  the 
ntutnimonB  opinion,  feelings,  prejadicea,  if  70Q 
will,  of  the  whole  Bonthem  Sutea,  as  to  pass  it  f 
I  go  fiurther.  I  ask  of  them  what  is  utere  in 
Ihe  condition  of  the  nation,  at  this  time,  that 
oaUs  lot  the  immediate  adoption  of  this  meas- 
ure? AretheaaulsattheKateortheOapitolt 
If  thej  are,  the  cacklings  of  Uie  O^utoline  geese 
will  hardly  save  it.  What  is  there  to  indnce  ns 
to  plmige  into  the  vort«x  of  those  evils  so 
severely  felt  in  Europe  from  this  very  mannfao' 
tniing^  and  paper-policy  t  For,  it  is  evident 
that,  if  we  go  into  tiiis  system  of  polity, 
mnst  adopt  uie  European  institntions  also, 
have  very  good  materials  to  work  with, 
bave  only  to  make  onr  elective  £ing,  Preeideot 
for  life,  in  the  first  place,  and  then  to  make  the 
■nooession  hereditary  in  the  family  of  the  first 
that  shall  happen  to  have  a  promuung  aon.  For 
»  King  we  can  be  at  no  loss — «z  qrt«vit  liftto — 
any  block  will  do  for  him.  The  Senate  may, 
perhaps,  be  trausmnted  into  a  Honse  of  Peers, 
althongh  we  should  meet  with  more  diffionltv 
than  in  the  other  ease :  for,  Biniaparte  himaec 
was  not  more  hardly  pnt  to  it,  to  reemit  the 
luika  of  his  mushroom-nobility,  than  we  ahonld 
be  to  fiirnish  a  Honae  of  Peers.  As  for  ns,  we 
are  the  faithful  Commons,  ready  made  to  hand ; 
l>at  with  all  our  loyalty,  I  oongratolate  the 
House — I  oongratnlato  tbe  nation — that,  al- 
thon^  Uiis  body  is  daily  d^raded  by  the  si^t 
of  members  of  Gongreas  manofkctnred  into 
placemen,  we  liave  not  yet  reached  such  a  point 
of  degradation  as  to  snbmit  to  snffer  Executive 
minions  to  be  manofaotured  into  members  of 
Oongreas.  We  have  shat  that  door ;  I  wish  we 
oonld  shut 
S  perpetual  call  of 
snffer  no  one  to  go  out  from  iu  dosed  doors. 
The  time,  3fr.  B.  said,  was  peonliarly  inaaspi- 
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douB  for  the  change  in  onr  policy  which  is  pro- 
poeed  by  this  bill  We  are  on  the  eve  of  an 
election  that  promises  to  be  the  most  distraoted 
that  this  natioQ  has  ever  yet  undergone.  It  nuqr 
turn  out  to  be  a  Polish  eleotioa.  At  such  a  time, 
oti^t  any  meaanie  to  be  brought  forward  which 
is  supposed  to  be  capable  of  being  demonstrated 
to  be  extremely  iujurions  to  one  great  pwtioa 
<k  this  country,  and  beneficial  in  proportion  to 
another!  Sufficient  for  the  day  b  the  etil 
thereof.  There  are  firebrands  eoongb  in  tbe 
land,  without  this  ^ple  of  discord  being  cast 
into  this  aasem^.  Suppose  this  measure  is  not 
what  it  Is  represented  to  be ;  that  the  fears  at 
the  South  are  altogether  Ulnsory  and  vidonary  ; 
that  it  win  produce  all  the  good  predicted  of  it 
— an  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  said, 
yesterday,  and  I  was  sorry  to  hear  it,  for  I  have 
great  leqiect  for  that  gendeman,  and  for  other 
genUemen  from  that  State,  that  the  qneetioa 
was  not  whether  a  bare  majjority  should  paaa 
the  bill,  bul  whether  tbe  mfjorit^  or  minority 
should  rule.  The  gentieman  is  wrong,  and  if 
he  will  consider  the  matter  rightly,  be  will  see 
it.  Is  there  no  difierence  between  the  patient 
and  the  actorl  We  are  pasdve :  we  do  not 
call  upon  them  to  aot  or  to  snfibr,  bnt  we  call  . 
upon  them  not  so  to  act  as  that  we  must  neces- 
sarily Bu^ri.and  I  venture  to  say  that,ia  any 
government  properly  constituted,  thia  very  cod- 
dderation  would  operate  conclusively,  that,  if 
this  burden  is  to  be  Md  on  lOS,  it  ought  not  to 
be  laid  by  lOS.  We  are  the  eel  that  is  being 
flayed,  while  the  cook-maid  pate  us  on  the  head, 
and  oriea,  with  the  clown  in  King  Lear,  "  down, 
wantons,  down !  "  There  is  bnt  one  portion  of 
the  country  which  can  profit  by  this  bill,  and 
from  that  portion  of  the  oonntry  comes  this  bare 
m^rity  in  favor  of  it.  I  bless  Qod  that  Mas- 
sachosetta  and  old  Ylr^nia  are  once  again  ral- 
lying under  the  same  banner,  against  oppreasiTe 
and  unconstitutional  taxation:  for,  if  all  the 
blood  be  drawn  fr^im  out  the  body,  I  care  not 
whether  it  be  by  tiie  British  Parliionent  or  the 
American  Oongress — by  an  Emperor  or  a  Ejng 
abroad,  or  by  a  President  at  home. 

Under  these  views,  and  with  feelings  of  mor- 
tification and  shame  at  the  very  we^  oiw>sl- 
tion  I  have  been  able  to  make  to  this  bill,  I  en- 
treat gendemeu  to  eonaent  that  it  may  lie  over, 
at  least,  nntil  the  next  eesdon  of  Oongreas.  We 
hare  other  business  to  attend  to,  and  our  familiea 
and  affairs  need  our  aCtention  at  home — and  in- 
deei^I,  sir,  would  not  give  one  farthing  far  any 
man  who  prefers  being  here  to  being  at  home 
— who  is  a  good  public  taeu  and  a  bud  privaU 
one.  With  theee  views  and  feeling^  1  move 
yon,  sir,  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

When  Ur.  Baksolpb  had  oonduded  hit 
speech — 

Mr.  HoLcoKBE  rose,  and  stated  to  the  Chair 
that  he  wished  to  make  some  observations  on 
the  soliject  under  consideration.  I  have  been, 
he  observed,  bo  patient  and  persevering  a  lis- 
tener  tbroughoat  this  tons  discostion,  that  I  feel 
myself  entitled  to  the  indnlgenoe  of  the  House 
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fbr  a  short  tbne.  The  &te  of  the  bill,  Ur. 
Bpeaker,  b  no  longer  donbtfiiL  Bigns  and  in- 
(KcktioDB,  irbioh  on  neitlier  be  redated  nor 
ndatakeo,  hsve  announced  its  deatinj.  It  will 
pae^  I  donbt  not,  at  least  in  this  House,  hj  a 
mau  bat  dedsiTs  nitjority.  Snob  ^ta,  on 
erdinary  oceasitma,  wonld  seem  to  render  all 
fnrtliv  disoovion  xmnooeitmy,  if  not  intm^ve. 
Bat,  wim  tlie  policy  of  a  groat  nation,  in  rela- 
tJoD  to  one  of  He  most  important  interests,  ia 
aibont  to  mmmne  a  now  obarBcter,  or,  at  least, 
raoeire  additional  impolse ;  when  the  mann&o- 
taring  interest  of  tlus  conntry,  alieadT  nnder 
the  protection  of  the  GoTenunent,  la  deoiaiid- 
big  yet  more  effloient  protection,  in  oppoation 
to  ue  ramcHutranoea  and  hostility  of «  lai^ 
and  impoaii^  tninority,  ^tbitt  and  wiflioiit  this 
Honae,  pahlie  opinion  seems  to  reqnire— pnblio 
opinioii,  indeed,  does  reqnire — from  the  Riends 
(a  ibe  new  polioj,  the  fnlleet  exposition  of  the 
riews  and  canaes  which  have  ledtoitsad<mttoD. 

With  tooh  apok^e^  I  come  before  the  Hoose 
at  thia  late  period  of  the  debate.  Bat,  air,  I 
aearetij  know  how  or  where  to  commence  my '. 
oboerratlons.  The  manniaotnring  qnealdon  is 
ntterfy  ezhaneted.  The  field  of  discnsrion 
which  it  presenta  lias  been  so  loi^  preooonpied, 
ao  pereereringjy  ezpl<»red,  that  ndther  frnit 
not  flower  remans  to  reward  the  adventurer. 
If  we  refer  to  history  for  illnstration,  nothing 
can  be  mwe  bnifHar  than  ita  examples.  If  to 
politloa]  economy,  or  the  labors  of  the  statiaL 
their  tables  and  statements,  tbeir  axioms  and 
prindpiei^  have  been  urged  upon  ns,  from  every 
d^wrteient  of  the  House,  by  friend  and  foe, 
even  to  satiety. 

Ur.  H.  obsOTved,  the  general  prindples  of  the 
Hn  had  beei  so  ftdly  discnseed  by  others,  that 
be  would  proceed  at  once  to  examme,  as  rapidly 
and  brioBy  as  possible,  the  principal  ob|ections 
which  had  been  urged  ag^st  it.  The  bill,  Mr. 
Speaker,  ia  combated  on  this  floor  by  three 
intereata  ceeentinfly  distinct;  the  agricnltnral 
interest  of  the  Sonth,  the  mannfactniing  inter- 
cat  of  tbfi  East,  and  the  general  intareat  of 
conunerce  and  navigation.  For  the  sake  of 
pcrq>iaaitv,  the  objections  arising  out  of  the 
sopposed  hortility  to  the  bill  to  each  of  these 
ittneets,  will  be  noticed  aeparately.  The  pn>- 
tectioa  of  the  maoQfactnring  interest  is  said  to 
be  hostile  to  the  agricoltnre  of  the  South.  If 
gnitlemmwere  aMe  to  eetabUsh  the  truth  of 
this  otijectiixi,  the  principles  aa  well  as  the 
policy  at  the  1^  would  remain,  at  least  to  me, 
aotiraly  indefenrible.  For  I  have  neithw  the 
right  nor  the  disposition  to  advocate  any  meas- 
■ce  caknlatod  to  baild  np  tbe  inteieet  of  one 
saelkn  of  the  Union  at  the  expense  of  another. 
I  ha;ve  no  personal  interest  which  this  bill  can 
posaiUy  yrimiote.  I  support  it,  as  a  measure 
parriy  inrinnal  in  its  ehoracter,  intended  to  ad- 
vance tbe  pro^)erity,  not  of  sections  only,  bnt 
of  the  Union;  to  equalize  all  our  great  inter- 
Mtj ;  to  promote,  by  its  direct  and  oeoeesary 
operat(<ni,  the  mann&ctnring  interest;  to  pro- 
note,  by  the  oreatian,  or  rather  the  extension, 


of  the  borne  market,  die  agricaltnral  interest; 
and,  finally,  to  promote  the  commercial  interest, 
by  enabling  the  American  tnerobant,  by  the 
abundance  and  cheapness  of  the  &brics  of  the 
mannfaotnrer,  to  adventnre  Bnooeeaflilly  in  th« 
great  markets  of  the  wotld;  partionlarly  in 
the  opening  and  growing  markets  of  Bonth 
America. 

The  ^tlemen  of  the  South  must  pardon  me 
for  heheving,  as  I  certainly  do  believe,  that 
they  mistake  altogether  the  nitrate  operatioti 
of  this  bill,  as  far  as  their  agricQltnre  is  con- 
cerned. It  is  true,  we  can  only  apeonlate  npon 
thia  point.  Bnt  it  has  always  appeared  to  me 
that,  if  there  be  one  section  of  the  Union  mote 
deeply  interested  than  another  in  the  friendly 
{^ration  of  onr  mann&ijtnring  policy  npon  m 
i^onltore,  it  mnst  be  the  Sonth,  inaamncb  aa 
the  creation  of  a  steady  home  market  for  ita 
rich  agrionltnral  staptes  most  be  to  the  South 
sn  object  of  vital  and  lasting  consideratioti. 
The  Eoropean  market  !a  at  best  precarious.  A 
state  of  war  impairs,  and  mof  ertin^sb  it. 
Competition,  also,  serioasly  threatens  it.  The 
Bonthem  planter,  indeed,  has  already  fonnd  in 
it  growing  and  formidable  rivals.  Cotton,  the 
great  staple  of  the  Sonth,  is  at  this  moment 
extensivdy  cultivated  tor  exportation  in  three 
qoarters  of  the  globe,  in  India,  Brazil,  and, 
lately,  it  would  seem,  in  Egypt;  And  the  time 
cannot  be  considered  distant  when  it  mnst  form 
no  Inconsiderable  staple  of  the  whole  series  of 
Sonth  American  Repnblios.  Driven,  therefbre, 
as,  in  a  great  measure^  it  appears  to  me  it  ne- 
oessarily  mnst  be  driven,  from  the  European 
market,  where  is  the  Southern  planter  to  find 
reftige  and  protection,  except,  indeed,  in  the 
home  market,  which  it  is  one  of  the  first  objects 
of  this  bUl  to  avdat  in  establishing?  And  a 
refrLRC  and  protection  it  assuredly  will  proves 
ample  and  nncbangeable,  (the  derision  and  in- 
fidelity of  gentlemen  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing,) if  we  will  consent  to  extend  to  it^ 
from  time  to  time,  that  le^slotive  ^d  which  its 
necessities  may  require  *cd  which  its  great  na- 
tional importance  will  always  justify.  The 
American  market,  at  present  consumes  prolH 
ably  one-fourth,  at  least  one-fiith,  of  all  tba 
cotton  grown  in  the  South ;  stimulated  to  ex- 
oe«  as  that  culture  haa  been  by  the  extraor- 
dinary demands  upon  it.  growing  out  of  the 
peace  of  Europe.  £xtena,  therefore,  extend  to 
the  cotton  monnfeoture  of  thia  conn  try  etBcient 
protection,  and  I  mistake,  utterly  aud  hopelessly 
miltske,  the  genius  and  enterprise  engaged  in 
it,  if^  before  the  revolution  of  another  national 
.period — the  period  of  ten  years — it  be  not 
able  to  absorb  ail  the  enrplos  cotton  of  the 
Sonth, — for  a  part  of  Southern  cotton,  from  Its 
qaality,  will  always  find  a  market  in  Europe ; 
provided,  no  more  additional  lands  be  appro- 
priated to  its  culture ;  and  the  quantity  is  said 
already  to  treepaas  greatly  Qpcn  correct  agricul- 
tural proportions. 

Bnt,  the  gentiemen  of  the  South  deny  that 
the  cotton  market  of  Europe  bin  danger.  Hmj 
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contend  tbat  thej  will  sIwstb  be  able  to  nnder- 
eell  the  foreign  agricDltQrust  in  it.  Bnt,  is  not 
this  oonfldenoe,  Mr.  Bpeaker,  botb  d&ngeronfl 
and  deloMvo!  Can  the  labor  of  the  alaye  h« 
made  aa  profitable  ea  the  labor  of  the  freeman  t 
And,  if  tne  labor  of  the  BJave  be  not  as  proSt- 
ftble  as  tiie  labor  of  the  Ireeman— and  that  it  is 
not  is  almoat  nniversally  conceded — how  TfiU 
the  Southern  planter  be  enabled  to  compete  snc- 
oessfolly,  in  years  to  oonie,  with  the  milliona  of 
free  agricidtnriBta  rising  np  and  scattered  over 
the  immense  and  fertile  ro^onB  of  the  Bonthom 
continent  t  He  will  be  crnshed  hy  the  compe- 
tition ;  he  mnet  be  driven  from  the  market. 
There  is,  indeed,  one  method  whereby  tbe 
tabor  of  the  slave  may  be  made  more  profitable 
than  the  labor  of  the  freeman.  The  fact  has 
been  eetablished;  bat^  happily,  not  by  the  ei- 
perience  of  this  country,  for  the  process  is  a 
dreadfiil  one.  It  is  by  famishing  uie  wretcbed 
dave  with  tlie  smallest  portion  of  raiment  suf- 
ficient to  protect  him  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  elements,  and  gradnating  bis  coarse  food  to 
the  minimnm  barely  necessary  to  sostain,  for 
the  pnrpoaee  of  his  labor,  hLs  miserable  eiist- 
enoe,  stimolated  into  all  its  capahilitiee  by  the 
QUoeWng  lash  of  the  taskmaster.  A  state  of 
society,  of  servitude,  and  suffering,  not  mora 
incompatible  with  the  public  opinion  of  tbe 
>ffe  than  nneqmyocally  abhorrent  to  the  seosi- 
bUities  of  the  South. 

Bnt  this  bill,  Mr.  Bpeaker,  is  farther  said  to 
be  hostile  to  tbe  general  agricultural  interest  of 
this  country.  I  most  pass  over  very  rapidly  on 
ol^eotion  so  decisivoly  extravagant  For  where 
in  the  history  of  the  world  has  the  encourage- 
ment of  manofactnres  ever  proved  hostile  to 
tlie  interests  of  agricoltare !  Look  to  tlie  pres- 
ent age — go  totheLothians  of  Scotland;  the  rich 
Bgricultoral  districts  of  Eoglend;  tbe  kingdom 
of  tbe  Netherlands ;  tbe  banks  of  the  Rhine 
and  the  Elbe ;  the  Rhone  and  the  Seine ;  go 
iiLdeed  to  every  manufacturing  hamlet,  circle  or 
dty  in  Enrope,  and  witness  everywhere  tbe 
refotation  of  tins  extravagant  objection.  Ask 
history — summon  from  the  dead  the  Saracens 
of  Spain,  the  LomI)ards  of  the  twelfth  oentuiy 
— the  Genoese;  the  Venetian— ask  the  illus- 
trious bouse  of  Hedicis  whether  the  fostering 
care  which  they  awarded  to  manufactures, 
proved  hoetile  to  the  agriculture  of  the  beaa- 
laM  region  over  which  tliey  presided  ?  Even 
onr  own  short  experience  amply  reAites  the  ob- 
jection. 

Wherever  mnnnfaotnring  eetablishmente  have 
been  successfully  located  amongst  ns,  the  conn- 
try  has,  in  bU  instances,  flourished  around  tbem 
— -exbibitiug  the  strouKest  evidence  of  their 
friendly  influence  apon  the  interests  of  the  farm- 
er. And  were  we  disposed  to  receive,  with 
due  courtesy,  the  representations  of  our  cos- 
Btjtuents,  our  tables  at  this  moment  would  be 
covered  with  memorials  from  our  agrionltaral 
constituents — at  least  from  those  of  file  middle 
Btatea  and  the  East  and  the  West,  praying  for 
the  protection  of  the  msaafacturer — experience 


ariffBiU.  [Ann.,  1SS4. 

having  dleripated  their  early  hostilities,  and 
convinced  them,  by  the  most  irreeisdble  testi- 
mony, that  in  the  prot«ction  of  the  manufacturer 
is  embraced  their  own  surest  and  best  proteotioD. 

But  the  bill,  Ur.  Speaker,  is  s^d  to  be  hostile 
to  the  interests  of  commerce.  Tlus,  if  sustain- 
ed, would  prove  an  argument  entirely  nnAn- 
swerable.  Inasmnoh  as  it  would  not  only  ren- 
der a  resort  to  esdsee  or  direct  taxation  neoe»> 
sary  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the 
Govermnent,  but  involve  seriously  and  lastiDgl; 
the  interests  (tf  the  Navy.  Mr.  H.  controverted 
thia  argninent  at  some  length.  He  maintmned 
that  it  was  opposed  by  the  testimony  of  innu- 
merable facts,  and  the  oniversal  experience  of 
the  commercial  world — that  commerce  is  direct- 
ly promoted  by  whatever  tends  to  promote  tui- 
tional  wealth  and  industry.  That  the  bill,  in 
its  present  Aape,  was  ss  jndidons  a  revinon  of 
the  tariff  aa  could  be  devised;  and,  consequent- 
ly, that  the  interests  of  commerce  and  the  rev- 
enue, instead  of  being  impaired,  would  be 
promptiy  and  decisively  promoted  by  it.  That 
domestio  manufactures  create  a  multitude  of 
new  wanC^  and  famish  the  means  of  gratifying 
them;  and  hence,  consumption  is  increased; 
and  henoe,  the  loos  which  the  revenue  sus- 
tains by  uie  lessened  importation  of  articles 
manufaotured  at  home,  is  more  than  repaired 
by  the  increased  consumption  of  others ;  and 
that,  if  to  these  conaiderationfi  be  added  the 
steady  and  eilraordinary  advance  of  onr  pop- 
ulation, and  tbe  necessary  increase  of  Inxniy, 
the  interests  of  the  revenue  may  be  fairly  re- 
garded as  seoure  from  all  ftiture  contingency 
and  danger.  As  a  striking  illnstration  <^  the 
above  petitions,  Mr.  H.  referred  to  tbe  example 
of  Engluid,  whose  revenue  bos  constantiy  m- 
creased,  exactly  in  proportion  as  the  restrictive 
system,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  mannfao- 
turing  interest,  has  been  enforced.  Mr.  H.  cxm- 
t«nded  further  tiiat  a  more  rigid  tariff  than  the 
present — a  tariff  for  the  ample  and  exclnatve 
protection  of  the  great  objects  of  onr  industry, 
would,  whatever  might  be  its  immediate  opera- 
tion, ultimately  advance  (and  at  no  distant 
period  too)  the  interests  of  commerce.  Such  a 
tsri^  it  is  acknowledged,  would  extinguish 
some  of  the  fbuntains  of  commerce — but  open  a 
fourfold  number  in  their  stead. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker, 
how  far  the  feeble  encouragement  which  we 
have  thus  fhr  awarded  to  our  roannfactnres, 
has  advanced  tbe  interests  of  the  Treasury.  Bnt 
if  numerous  facts  be  not  entirely  fallacious,  we 
have  ah-eady  reaped  a  golden  harvest  from  the 
limited  sacrifices  which  we  have  heretofore  so 
reluctantly  made.  How  is  the  present  remark- 
ably flourishing  state  of  tbe  Treasury  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  unless  we  refer  it,  partly  at  least, 
to  the  friendly  operation  of  oar  manufacturing 
establishments  upon  our  foreif^  commerce) 
The  great  msiketsof  Europe  are  closed  upon  our 
agricultural  productions.  And  we  have  lost, 
consequent  to  a  state  of  general  peace,  tbe 
carrying  trade  of  half  the  worid.    Beodei^  ai^ 
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from  the  cnltiTation  of  aagu  witiaa  our  own 
territmes,  and  tbe  leseened  ImportatiDn  of  West 
indki  ^(iritB,  the  revenne,  aa  formerly  constitu- 
ted, has  been  kweoed  milliooB.  Bat,  aotwith- 
fltaoding  these  feerfal  folltngs-off  (and  fear* 
fill  th^  -mHiM  have  been,  and  wide-spread  uid 
dMoladng  in  their  inflaeooe  on  or^ar^  na- 
tions) we  are  ateadilf  advandng  in  the  career 
of  oomiBercial  proeperil;.  SmioeesiTe  Treaanrr 
r^Kirts  mo^  the  predioliaaB  both  of  friend  and 
toe.  The  eanvaa  of  oar  Durine — I  ose,  ur  wish 
to  nae  no  figure — still  ewella  npon  the  remotest 
na^  and  onr  flw  j'et  atreams  upon  everr  ahcve. 

And  where,  I  demand,  are  the  reaUtiefl  of 
fiwse  ^ootnr  forebodiuga— of  thoee  appalling 
jBetnrea  of  natioiial  bankraptej—trf  taxes,  loans, 
and  eseiaea,  OM^Jored  up,  and  so  i^oomilf  por- 
tnjed,  to  alarm  the  feunl  and  despairing  poli- 
tidanaaflSlS  and  1820)  Faded  away  forever, 
and  lost  in  tbe  light  of  that  general  prosperity, 
of  that  eneiOT  and  enterprise,  of  Chat  indnstjy 
and  uniTereu  improTsment,  which  is  abedding 
a  disttngaiehing  lustre  around  the  present  mo- 
BMnt,  and  illuminating,  with  the  intensest  bril- 
liancy, the  path  of  our  Aitore  destimes. 

I  MTe  Bpoken  inddentallj  of  the  disastrous 
pofiey  whi^  ve  bave  pnrsaed.  Oae  moment, 
tfr,  in  explanation  of  this  policy,  of  ita  origio, 
progress,  and  results.  A  state  of  universal  war- 
bre  in  Enrope,  by  puttjng  iato  requisition  onr 
entire  oommercial  and  agricultural .  enei^ee, 
flooded  ns  with  wealth.  Snooaas,  by  intouoat- 
ing,  lolled  na  into  a  delusion  in  relation  to  our 
Ttil  and  permanent  interest,  unhappily  as  pro- 
fonndas  itbecamenniverBaland  alarnjing.  And 
when  the  aho4^  of  reaction,  consequent  to  the 
sodden  and  nnivemal  peace  which  snooeeded, 
awakened  ns  from  onr  golden  dreams,  we  were 
abscriately  astounded  to  diaoover  mat  bread 
eonld  grow  in  other  soils,  and  enterprise  flourish 
mder  other  flags.  Onr  great  markets  olosed 
tqddenly  upon  na,  and  the  conTolsion  which 
nooeeded  forms  a  memorable  epoch  in  onr  his- 
tory, and  would  have  proved  inexpressibly 
jeopardooB  to  the  s^ety  of  the  body  politio,  had 
not  the  redeeming' spirit  of  onr  Inabtotions  tn- 
teipoeed  to  save  it  from  dissolation.  And  even 
at  thifl  moment,  it  is  not  difflonlt  to  perceive, 
that  a  silent  but  powerful  oaase  of  indisKMitioa, 
if  not  hostility,  to  tbe  manufacturing  interest, 
arisea  from  an  mtdefined  wish,  irom  a  lingering 
hope,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  world  wonld 
B|ain  open  to  ns  the  carrying  trade,  and  the 
pnAtable  markets  of  Europe.  Thns,  betraying 
a  di^KWition  to  stake,  ss  deaperstely  as  nagen- 
mosly,  'onr  great  and  lasting  interests  upon 
the  contingency  of  foreign  war,  and  the  conse- 

Bot  this  hill,  sir,  has  excited  the  hostility  of 
dw  inann&ctnring  interest  itseU^  particularly  of 
Um  flooriahing  manufacturing  interest  in  tbe 
EasL  A  ringle  remark,  in  reply  to  this  objec- 
tkm.  This  hostility,  ungenerous  and  nnbeoiim- 
bg  as  it  may  seem,  is  perfectly  natsraL  The 
mann&ctnrer  has  perceived,  (and  certainly  the 
ptfO^on  required  no  prel«rnatnral  lUomiuA- 
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tioD,)  that  the  altimate  operation  of  this  bill, 
by  bringing  additional  skill,  coital,  and  com- 
petition int4>  the  bouuess,  will  tend  to  lessen, 
rather  than  multiply,  his  profits.  And  hence 
his  bcelihty.  A  fact  worth  a  thousand  apeon- 
lations,  orged,  as  they  may  be,  with  all  the  zeal 
and  perseverance  of  the  gentlemcu  of  the  Sontb. 
Do  not  gentlemen  perceive  the  dilemma  to 
which  this  argnment  reduces  themf  TbeSonth 
oombata  the  bill,  becaose  it  will  advance  the 
price  of  goods,  and  thus  operate  as  a  permanent 
and  oppreanve  tax  npon  ita  agriculture.  The 
mannttotnring  interest  of  tbe  East,  on  the  con- 
trary, combata  tl^  beoanse  it  will  destroy  mono- 
poly, and  reduce  tbe  price  of  the  manntactDred 
article  below  ita  preaent  value,  to  the  minimum 
of  a  living  prc^t. 

Bnt,  iu.  Speaker,  is  it  a  correct  policy,  to 
BtimnlatCk  at  thia  moment,  by  additional  pro- 
tection, tne  manofsctnriDginterestof  thiscono- 
try )  This  is  the  more  immediate  qneation  be- 
fore this  House  t  Uy  views,  in  reutionto  it, 
are  soon  expressed  and  easily  understood.  To 
the  maunfiictnre  of  cotton  and  woolTeB  goods, 
of  iron  and  glass,  flax,  and  hemp,  and  lead,  and 
all  other  manofiiotarea,  the  nia(«rial  irf  wbioh 
we  either  possess,  or  can  create  in  abundance, 
and  which  are  indispensable  for  onr  security 
and  independence  in  peace  and  war,  I  would 
grant  ample,  and,  as  rapidly  as  ciroumstances 
would  permit,  exclusive  protection.  Between 
these,  and  the  innnmerable  other  artides  which 
constitute  agreatmass  of  our  foreign  oommeroe, 
I  wonld  draw  a  line  of  perpetual  distinction. 
The  first,  as  I  have  observed,  I  would  protect 
amply  and  immediately.  For  the  last,  I  would 
remain  dependent  upon  fbreisn  nations,  or  re- 
serve aa  sutfjeote  for  flttnre  legislation.  This, 
sir.  very  briefly  expressed,  is  the  manuf^uring 
policy  which  I  am  disposed  to  advocate,  and  of 
which  this  bill,  ai  originaliy  rtporttd  by  the 
eommUlet,  was  a  fair  expowtion ;  a  policy  equal- 
ly removed  from  the  system  of  bounties  and 
monopolies  on  the  one  part,  as  from  the  vi^on- 
ary  and  degrading  system  of  foreign  dependence 
add  nnrestnoted  Aommeroe  on  the  other.  "  A 
policy  which  purports  not  to  protect  tbe  msn- 
uCsctnre  of  gold  and  silver ;  not  the  velvets  of 
Lyons,  or  tbe  silka  of  Spitalfields ;  not  the  lawns 
of  Brussels  or  the  laces  of  Oambray;  not  the 
clinqnullerie  or  tbe  bijouterie  of  Paris  or  Bir- 
mingham, bnt  such  as  we  feel  the  want  of  ia 
time  of  war,  and  snoh  as  may  fturly  be  regard- 
ed as  of  prime  necessity,  or  immediately  con- 
nected vrith  agricultural  wants  and  pnrsuita." — 
Pr^enoT  Coop&r. 

Andthispolioy,  whatever  maybe  said  or  im- 
agined to  the  contrary,  is  the  growing,  andis,  in- 
deed, already  the  favorite  pouoy  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  It  is  an  appeal  to  their  interests, 
their  patriotism,  and  experience,  which,  from 
its  very  natnre,  must  be  irresistible.  And  gen- 
tlemen may  denounce  the  bill  in  the  bitterest 
possible  manner;  they  may  originate  fur  it, 
and  afSx  to  it,  the  most  opprobnous  epithets ; 
and  they  surely  haye  betr^ed  no  lack  of  oa- 
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pooitf  in  this  reepeot ;  they  may  hold  It  np  to 
pablio  reproaob,  to  public  execration,  as  high 
and  as  perapionondy  as  they  are  able — stigma- 
tiring  it  as  a  tax,  levied  most  unrigbteonsly 
Dpon  Uie  affricnldaral  oommunity ;  as  "  an  odi- 
ous monopoly,"  oalonlated  to  bwiefit  the  few  at 
the  expense  of  the  many ;  as  a  ''  TOTacions 
idol,"  which  ia  to  swallow  np  all  the  other  in- 
tereete  pf  the  coonby ;  as  "  a  vast  experiment," 
got  np  for  the  amnaement  of  specnlktive  poli- 
Soiaua ;  or,  finally,  as  "  a  hatefol  and  accursed 
measoie,"  which  is  to  bring  down  upon  the 
Bepnblio  djasolution,  penuy,  and  paapeiiBm. 
But,  dr,  in  despite  ot  this  host  of  imaginary 
erils — of  thii  storm  of  epithets,  which  gMitJe- 
mtsa  hare  literally  showered  npon  the  blU, — its 
policy,  the  American  poUcy  of  the  Speaker — 
will  prevail — will  remain  fixed  and  irreverdble 
— its  fi>imdatJon  being  deeply  snnk  in  public 
opinion — in  the  confidence,  favor,  and  affectitHu 
of  the  pe<mle. 

It  ia  with  nations,  Ifr.  Speaker,  as  with  indi- 
vidnals ;  ^d  the  economy  of  lutdona,  it  has 
bera  aaid  daring  the  debate,  shoold  be  repre- 
sented in  miniatnie  by  tiie  economy  of  well- 
regulated  families.  I  snbsoribe  with  pleasnre 
to  the  doctrine.  'And  the  whole  policy  of  the 
bill  before  ns  may  be  beantlMly  tllastTated  by 
the  family  of  an  American  farmer.  The  farm- 
er, in  all  the  essentialB  of  life,  of  food,  and 
clothing,  is  perfectly  independent  Accidental 
oironmatanoee — a  atato  of  war,  for  example — 
brings  to  him,  as  it  brings  to  every  one,  em- 
barrasamenta  and  priTstdona ;  bnt  it  does  not, 
it  cannot,  abridge  materially  the  neoesearies,  or 
even  the  convenienoea  and  comforts  of  hia 
household.  He  is  inde^ndent.  Bnt,  inde- 
pendent as  he  is,  he  is  willing  to  oonthine  de- 
pendent npon  other  conntriea  for  the  finer  arti- 
cles of  dothing,  and  the  Inxnries  of  hia  table. 
And  sncb  ia  the  natore  of  the  independence 
which  this  bill  coutemplatea  to  give  to  this 
oonntry.  I  have  not  time  to  extend  the  illus- 
tration ftiriher.  Tea,  air ;  it  is  indeed  with  na- 
tiona  ta  with  individnals,  And,  if  there  be  in 
national  economy  a  spectacle  more  gratifying 
than  the  independence  of  an  American  farmer, 
it  will  only  be  fonnd  in  that  more  extended  and 
magnificent  ^eotacle — the  independence  of  this 
great  Repubuo — with  all  its  interests,  agricol' 
taral,  commercial,  and  mannfactnring,  aided, 
anat^ed,  advanced,  and  carried  to  perfection. 

But  England,  gentlemen  say,  ia  tired  of  the 
restrictive  system,  and  willing  and  anxions  to 
abandon  it.  This  fhct,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  eetab- 
Kshed,  wonld  prove  a  strong  argument  agunst 
us,  inasmuch  as  we  depend  mndi  upon  tbe  ex- 
ample of  En^and  for  the  illustration  and  de- 
fence of  onr  doctrines.  But  what  facts  do  gen- 
tiemen  addnce,  to  prove  that  England  is  really 
tired  of  the  restrictive  system,  and  willing  to 
abandon  it?  Is  it  ftom  the  occasional  decla- 
mation which  we  hear,  and  te  which  we  have 
been  referred,  in  the  English  Farliament ;  or  is 
it  from  the  letters  of  English  oommercial 
agents ;  or  from  essays  in  TJlngliali  uewsp^Mrs 
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and  reviews,  written  de^goedly  to  mislead  and 
bewilder  other  nations — roirticnlarly  this  oonn- 
try t  la  it  from  Bonrces  like  these  that  gentie- 
men  have  de-iced  tbe  proposition  that  Ikglaad 
ia  tired  of  her  commermal  ayatem,  (the  reatrio- 
tive  system,}  and  willing  to  abandon  it  ?  £n^ 
land  tired  of  her  commercial  system !  Sir,  it 
is  a  system  so  interwoven  with  every  tissue  and 
fibre  of  her  existence,  that  the  reluation  of  ft 
moment  wonld  aerionsly  endanger  its  vit^itj. 
England  tired  of  her  commeroiu  system]  En^ 
land  is  aelf-styled  "  the  iast-anchored  island  " — 
"  the  mistress  of  the  seas."  Let  her  but  abanr 
don  her  commercial  ayatem,  and  the  hsA — 
the  i>rond,  prond  berk — of  her  desliniea,  wiD 
be  dnven,  almost'  instantaneously,  from  its  in- 
nnmerable  moorinKS.  and  soon  dismantled  and 
a  wrec^  with  the  oiilows  of  the  ocean  dashing 
over  it  I  England  tired  of  her  commercial  sys- 
tem! En^and  is  the  Queen  of  Islands — the 
ffreat  mart:  of  the  oommercial  world.  Let  her 
bnt  abandon  her  commercial  system,  and  this 
day  and  generation  shall  not  pass,  before  aha 
shall  become  desolate  and  a  waste,  and  present 
to  history,  like  the  Babylon  of  the  Apocalypse, 
a  mighty  and  memorable  ruin,  from  age  to  ^e, 
forever.  England  tired  of  her  oommercial  sya- 
tem  I  Bnt  why  should  England  be  tired  of  her 
oommeroial  i^stemt  Has  it  fsiled  to  aocom- 
plish  any  of  Uie  great  objects  for  which  it  was 
eetabli^edt  On  the  contrary,  has  it  not  na- 
dered  her  diatingmshed  and  wealthy  and  pow- 
erfol  beyond  all  example,  and  beyond  all  calcn- 
Istdon?  We  are  told  in  Eastern  fables  of  gold 
nnbonnded — of  riches  inconceivable.  We  read 
in  classic  history  of  Flntns  and  Hidas,  and  the 
gdden  sands  of  Paotolns.  Bat  these  &blee — 
Uiese  brilliant  dreams  of  poetry  and  romance- 
have  been  realized — ay,  more  than  realized — by 
the  oommercial  system  of  England.  Her  land 
is  the  land  of  palaces  \  her  streuns  are  ridier 
than  the  sands  of  the  Lydian  river ;  and  her 
oommerdal  and  manufacturing  cities  present 
wealth  more  abundant  than  tiie  gold  of  the 
modem  Ophir,  or  the  multiplied  productions  of 
tbe  hither  and  fortiier  India.  But,  with  all  her 
wealth,  England  is,  notwithstaniiing,  gentiemea 
observe,  the  land  of  debt  irredeemable,  of  pan- 
pera,  and  taxation.  Tme,  sir,  tme;  the  result, 
however,  of  eveiy  oanse  rather  than  her  pro- 
tective ayatem — of  her  mlnons  and  intermina- 
ble wars ;  of  tbe  bitter  blessings  of  legitimacy ; 
of  kings  and  courts  and  penuoners ;  and  that 
all-pervading  and  nnceasmg  spirit  of  parade 
and  expenditure,  which,  by  the  perversion  of 
pnblio  opinion,  is  regarded  as  indiapensable  for 
throwing  a  becoming  splendor  round  the  altar 
and  the  throne ;  and  sustaining,  what  Burke 
has  absurdly  denominated  the  grace  and  nu^es- 
ty  of  a  great  people  I 

Bnt,  sir,  the  very  fact  that  England  has  been 
enabled  to  accumulate  ber  immense  debt,  and 
aust^  herself  under  its  tremendoua  preasure, 
appears  to  me  to  carry  with  it  strong  evidetioeB 
(tf  the  extraordinary  infiaencea  of  ner  system 
npon  tbe  resources  aod  wealth  of  nations 
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There  are  myenl  ftots  vbiali  so  ttroo^j  UIqb- 
fasto  the  rasolta  of  her  raibriotiTO  BjttMO,  that 
I  miMt  lie  permitted  to  DTMtfkt  them  to  the 
House.  The  reTeaae  of  England  has  amonnt- 
ed,  in.  a  aii^le  year,  the  Spraker  haa  iufbrmed 
m,  to  foor  hnndred  millioDS  of  doUars  1  An 
nnpreoedcrated  bet  in  finandal  hbtorjr.  A^n, 
nr.  Tlie  annnal  interMt  of  the  En^Uh  na- 
tioiul  debt  amonntB,  at  preaen^  to  between  one 
hnndred  and  fiftj'  and  one  hundred  and  Biztf 
milUooa  of  doDanl  a  som  greatly  esceedios 
the  vlwrfe  interest  and  prindpal  of  the  national 
d^  itf  this  coontrr ;  and  wmah,  inoreoTer,  u 
watttdeat  to  [Hovide  for,  and  maintain  oomfort- 
Mj  at  one  great  pnUic  table,  the  entire  popa- 
lation  of  the  United  £ingdom  forever  I  Bat^ 
Br,  there  is  another  &et  whldh  exhibits  the  re- 
nnroee  and  wealtli  of  England  to  an  extent 
•till  ntcHO  mipreoedratted  and  extraordinary. 
In  17B8,  when  the  genins  of  tlie  modem  Oieaar 
vas  oatTTing  the  Tictorione  amu  of  the  Frendi 
Bepoblio  over  Europe ;  at  a  moment  when  the 
azeeadve  loaning  ^rstem  of  Fitt  had  ezdted 
dtmar  and  crautematitm  thronghont  the  mon- 
eyed ctrolee,  and  the  Uiwdom  itaelf  seemed 
tattering  open  the  brink,  u  not  of  revolotdon, 
at  least  of  some  great  oonvnlnon — at  tbia  mo- 
ment, I  aar,  of  Dnirenal  de^xmdent^,  the  idea 
wae  ooooeiTed  that  the  attitnde  of  the  nation 
mi^t  rtQl  be  preserved,  and  the  vast  expetidi- 
tnres  of  the  war  eocoewfUlf  met  by  additional 
Iji^aNtionB  npon  the  revenue  and  income  of  the 
iMo^  of  Ei^Jand,  or,  in  the  language  of  the 
£E(ttieqner,  by  oreating  the  sappljee  withia  the 
year.  The  idea  was  adopted;  England  was 
thrown  opon  her  own  reeonroes ;  and,  in  less 
than  twenty-three  years,  in  addition  to  the 
k>ans  and  the  ordinary  war  taxes  of  the  king- 
dinn,  already  oarried  to  the  supposed 
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Contrast  her  ritnation,  for  a  mo- 
man^  with  any  other  ooantry  that  has  pursued 
■B  opposite  commercial  system — with  Bp^n, 
tx  example.  £n^and  is,  naturally,  the  land  of 
mitt  asd^oom ;  a  oomparatively  barren  island 
in  the  Northern  ocean :  8p^  the  most  de- 
lightful region  in  the  temperate  aone.  Three 
hnndred  years  ago.  Spun  was  rich  and  power- 
fiil — so  much  for  tne  indosby  of  the  Saracens : 
fii^and,  poor  and  reaoarceleea.  About  this 
period,  Uiey  exchanged  commeroid  systems,  or 
rtther,  they  adopted  new  ones ;  and  the  remilt, 
after  the  u^ise  of  three  centuries,  is  before  the 
worid.  England  sways  a  sne^re,  oompared 
wiUi  which,  the  power  of  tiie  Roman  Orasars 
dirinks  to  nothing.  But  Spain — sir,  it  would 
be  aa  poasibte  to  give  form  sad  stature,  and 
1^  (od  blood,  to  the  adies  of  her  ancient 
kii^  as  to  extort,  .by  any  poadble  means  of 
leguluion,  from  the  entire  popidation  of  the 
Bpaotih  monarchy,  the  orduuuy  revenue  of 


England  for  a  (dnde  year.  AaA  yet,  sir,  euoh 
is  ttieresDlt^  the  splendid,  the  magnificent  the  al- 
most Inoonotivable  result,  (^  a  syatun  whioh  ia  so 
bitteily  deooonced,  even  in  its  least  exception- 
able parts,  in  its  qiplioation  to  this  country  I 

The  advereariea  of  the  bill  effeot  to  regard  it 
as  a  question,  whether  we  shall,  or  sh^  not 
become,  a  mauDfaotoring  people.  This  is  not 
the  qnestion.  We  are  already  a  mann&ctoring 
people;  the  greatcet  with  the  exception  of 
Fruica  and  E^and,  m  the  world — at  least  in 
the  Christian  world.   We  mannfactnre,  by  com- 

St^ion,  from  one  hnndred  to  one  hnndred  and 
y  millions  e^  dollars'  worth  of  fabrics — 
sinular  artioles  of  which  we  imported,  or  the 
greater  part  of  which  we  imported,  before  and 
since  the  Kevolution,  from  England,  France^ 
and  Holland.  The  monoments  of  onr  depend- 
ence npon  the  old  world,  are  yet  everywhere 
virible.  Within  onr  Immediate  vimon  stands  a 
hoose  (and  suoh  houses  are  found  in  all  the  At- 
lantic States)  bnilt  of  Imported  materials,  and 
constructed  probably — for  in  many  instances 
houses  were  so  constructed — by  European  arti- 
fioers.  The  prt^ress,  indeed,  which  we  have 
made  in  every  department  of  useM  industry  is 
unexampled.'  And  if  gentiemen  would  but 
look  back  and  observe  what  we  have  aooom- 
plished  for  the  last  thirty  years,  by  means  of 
our  own  unassisted  ener^esj  and  then  look 
forward  for  the  same  period,  and  reflect  npon 
what  these  energies— etimnlated  aiid  sost^ed 
by  protective  laws,  and  operating  on  the  rapid 
development  of  onr  intwnal  wealth  and  re- 
sonroea,  may  and  mnst  accomplish,  a  sin^e 
glance  at  the  brilliant  prospect  would  be  suffi- 
cient— at  least  should  be  sufficient  to  remove 
all  doubts — to  eitJngoish  all  apprehensions,  in. 
relation  to  the  policy  under  consideration. 

But  I  despair  of  bein^  able  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  either  to  the  past  or  the 
future.    They  are  so  doM^y  interested  with  the 
present  moment,  in  combating  the  shadows^ 
the  0<»gona  and  Chimeras,  which  imagiuatioo 
has  ooi^ured  up  from  this  bill,  that  both  prece- 
dwit  and  prospect  are  alike  lost  npon  them. 
But  the  bill  is  forther  denounced  as  a  novel 
i^eot— HU  a  vast  and  wanton  experiment — as 
bill  containing  new  and  extraordinary  princi- 
ples.    Sir,  it  Is  neither  project  nor  experi- 
meuL     It  cont^ns  no  new  nor   uncommon 
principles. 

Its  principles,  indeed,  are  as  ancient  as  his- 
tory ;  .and  have  lieen  incorporated  into  the  pol- 
icy of  every  nation,  distinguished  for  sncoese  in 
-  -  mmerce  or  the  arts.  A  novel  project  1  Sir, 
la  the  policy  we  combat — the  nnrestrictive 
system  of  modem  economists,  the  dissolution 
of  all  tarifh — which  is  the  real  novelty  of  the 
day.  A  svstem  captivating  in  theory,  bat  to- 
tally inapplicable  to  the  present  state  and  tem- 
per of  the  commercial  world.  The  age  of  free 
commerce,  like  the  millenninm  of  Patmos,  the 
reign  of  universal  peace,  is  evidently  reserved 
for  times  lass  stem  than  onra.  The  temple  <rf 
Janus,  we  may  oonfldently  predict,  will  b* 
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oloBod  for  the  last  time,  and  forever,  amoog 
men,  before  its  revolations  commence.  But  to 
close  m;  remarks — What,  air,  is  the  real  nature 
of  the  bill  before  nat  of  this  "fearful,  ttighi- 
fiil  hillf"  of  this  "atantp  act  measure?" 
which  is  to  be  the  preoorBor,  if  we  are  to  credit 
the  hoDOrahle  gentleman  from  Yirvinia,  (Mr. 
Eandolpb,}  who  immediatelj  preceded  me,  of 
rebeUion  and  revolution )  of  tliia  "  firebrand," 
which  is  about  to  be  thrown  (not  indeed  into 
the  Ottoman  empire,  bnt)  into  a  region  of 
ile  inflnit^lj  more  nerj  and  formidable 
Tni^  or  Greek— the  South  f  What  I  demand 
is  the  real  nature — the  pervading  spirit — the 
grand  design  of  the  bill  before  as  t  Sir,  the 
flill  front  and  face  of  ita  offending,  is  this,  and 
dmplj  this,  to  eecare  to  American  indnstiy,  h; 
A  liberal,  progressive,  and  protective  tari^  the 
moDopol;  of  onr  own  resoorcce — of  that  vast 
mannfactuiing  material,  whieh  uatnre,  W  her 
mnnificence,  has  eveiTwhere  created  aronnd 
oa,  in  immeasorable  abundance. 

I  have  nothing  fiirther  to  add,  bnt  to  thank 
the  Eonse  for  its  indolgenoe,  and  apologize  for 
having  tre^assed  so  long  npoa  its  time, 

Fbidat,  A^ril  16. 
4/Hean  Slave  Trade, 
Mr.  OovAiT,  &om  the  committee  to  whieh 
was  referred  eo  moch  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  snppreBaioQ  of  the  Afri- 
can  slave  trade,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the 
slave  trade ;  wldch  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill 
is  as  follows 

Bt  it  tnaiM,  ttc,  Thiit,  from  Bad  after  On  paiB- 
ing  of  thia  law,  if  any  citizen  of  tbs  United  Slate^ 
or  any  penon  resident  therein,  ahall,  la  anj  port  or 
plsoe  whtttooever,  build,  or  in  any  iwpecl  fit,  eqnip, 
man,  load,  or  otheraiie  prepare,  of  cause  to  be  pi 
pared,  or  in  any  respect  fitted,  equipped,  manned, 
othsrwin  prspared,  or  be  in  an;  respBOt  ooncemed 

in  eqnippinf ' 

■at,  for  the 
tnile. 


ptupose  of  being  emp%ed  in  tbe  slave 
the  ttanqHirtatioa  of  alarea  from  taj  br- 
elgn  port  or  pUoe  to  any  foreign  p<at  oi  place  what- 
■oeter,  (br  Uu  pmpoee  afoieuld,  eveiy  mch  dtiioii 
or  other  penon,  *o  ofEmdiiur,  ■hall,  im  cooviotion,  be 
punished  by  fine  not  excee£iig  five  thODMuid  ddlan, 
and  bj  impiuomnent  not  exceeding  Hven  yean ; 
and  Rich  ihip  or  veisel,  lier  tackle,  apparel,  rrani- 
tore,  proTiiioni,  and  caivo,  on  board  Uiereof^  (hall 


boaid  mch  ihip  or  vessel,  or  shall  mQ 
thereof,  knoiring  the  same  to  be  intended  to  be  em- 
ptojred  in  the  slave  trade,  or  In  the  tranaportation  of 
■laves  as  aforesud,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  liable  to 
be  pnniihed  bj  fine  not  exoeeding  Omn  thousand 
dtdlan,   and  bj  impriaoninent  not  exceeding  fire 

Sbc.  2.  Atid  be  H  farther  enai^d,  That  Dofthig 
in  thi)  sot  contained  shall  be  constrned  to  atbe^  or 
in  anjwisa  repeal,  any  acta  hitherto  passed  for  the 
prohibitiOD  or  loppieaion  of  the  slave  tiade ;  bat  the 
same  acta,  and  every  claoss  thereof,  ahall  remain  in 
fblt  force,  in  Che  same  manner  ai  if  ti"''  act  had  not 


ifBia.  [AiviL,  1821. 

7^  TarifSm. 

The  Honse  then  resumed  the  oonMderslJon  of 
die  bill  for  the  revJMon  of  the  several  acts  lay- 
ing daties  npon  imports — the  qneetion  being  on 
Mr.  RANSOLpn'a  motion  for  the  indefinito  post- 
ponement of  the  bill.  ' 

Mr.  MoDcFTiB  rose  and  said,  the  nnsolicited' 
indnlgenoe  of  the  Honse,  to  which  he  wae  in- 
debted for  the  opportunity  of  presenting  his 
views  on  this  interesting  sabject  to-day,  instead 
of  being  compelled  to  perform  that  duty  yes- 
terday, nnder  the  fatigne  and  eihauMion  of  ft 
lon^  sitting,  had  laid  him  under  obli(»itioas  of 
which  he  was  profoundly  sensible.  The  only 
return,  however,  said  Mr.  HoODina,  which  I 
can  promise,  for  the  kindness  thna  shown  to 
me,  is  the  brevity  of  the  remarks  which  I  pro- 
pose to  offer.  At  so  late  a  stage  of  this  already 
protracted  discnssion,  I  cannot  flatter  mys^ 
with  the  expectation  that  I  shall  interest  the 
attention  oi  the  Honse  by  the  novelty  of  my 
argmnents,  bnt  must  be  content  to  indolge  ttie 
hope  that  I  may  not  exhaust  its  patience  by 
their  prolixity. 

Daring  tbe  progress  of  this  debate  npon  the 
various  questions  which  have  arisen  npon  th« 
detaila  <x  the  bill,  I  have  stu^oualy  avoided 
entering  into  the  consideration  of  the  general 
principles  and  policy  of  the  protecting  system. 
And  I  have  done  so  in  compliance  wiUi  thia 
general  rule,  by  which  I  have  determined  to 
regulate  my  conduct,  so  long  as  I  have  the 
honor  of  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  never  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  Honse  by  diBcasaing  any 
question  which  is  not  distinctly  before  it  for 
consideration.  I  have  the  less  cause  to  regret 
having  thus  abstained  on  the  present  occasion, 
because  it  is  now  obvious  that  the  subject  has 
asamned  more  than  its  nsnsl  interest,  sa  well 
from  the  crius  at  which  we  have  arrived,  as 
from  the  peculiar  circumatances  nnder  which 
the  question  is  now  presented  to  us.  In  all  the 
various  stages  of  onr  proceedings,  we  have  still 
had  before  ns  the  opportunity  of  reviewing  our 
work.  Bnt  the  question  being  now  on  the  pas- 
sage of  tbe  bill  whatever  decision  we  shall 
m^e  upon  it,  will  be,  as  to  us,  flnal  and  irrevo- 
cable. And  we  are  called  upon  to  give  Una 
final  sanction  to  the  measure,  with  the  fact 
clearly  ascertained,  that  it  cannot  be  adopted 
but  by  a  very  smiul  nugority.  Wiuving,  ror  a 
moment,  any  inqniry  into  the  policy  of  protect- 
ing domestic  mannfsctures,  I  pot  it  to  gentle- 
to  say  whether  prudence  does  not  dictate, 
to  the  most  firm  and  independent  states- 
,  that  a  measure  laying  very  heavy  burdens 
npon  the  whole  community — a  measure  which, 
however  we  may  speculate  upon  the  sulnect^ 
the  people  must  sensibly  feel — ameasnre  which 
has  already  produced,  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  the  most  intense  excitement,  ought  to 
he  adopted  with  a  bare  minority  of  tbe  national 
representatives  in  its  favor?  Sir,  a  Govern- 
ment emanating  from  the  people,  and  responri- 
ble  to  public  opinioa  ought  not  to  be  indiffer- 
ent to  this  praoeotiai  ooasideraticHi.    I  do  not 
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.  _  _  ja  to  be  minntely  aoqnaintad  with  the  Fer- 
axtcatMj  iatstorj  of  Qreftt  Britain;  but  I 
luuArd  little  in  uscrtiag  that  no  Britisii  Mini^ 
ter,  in  Uie  height  of  nia  Hscendency,  would 
Tentnre  to  pAsa  even  a  tax  bill  for  the  publio 
eerriM,  to  uw  extent  of  thia,  with  a  m^oritj 
■o  small  as  that  which  has  ordered  this  bill  to 
its  tiaid  itadiog. 

Tbi*  meware,  all  agree,  is  part  of  a  ByBt«m 
intended  to  prodaoe  a  great  and  ftrndamental 
ctiMDge  in  the  policj  of  the  coonby — a  change, 
to  be  effected  by  diHtarbiDg  the  reUtitHiB  which 
DOW  exist  between  the  dinerent  portions  of  the 
UnioD  and  the  different  ctaaees  of  society. 
That  loob  a  change  aa  this  can  be  prodnced  by 
legal  regolatioDS,  operating,  of  necessity,  as  a 
tu  npon  llie  people,  without  exciting  a  strong 
feding  of  popular  discontent,  not  to  aay  indig- 
nation, ia  an  eipeotalion  which  gentlemen  de- 
Inde  themselves  if  they  indnlge.  AnacQte  and 
Hreir  sensibility  to  every  invadon,  by  Govem- 
mant,  of  the  rights  of  property,  is  one  of  the 
itrmigest  obaracteriatics  of  fteedom  in  modem 
tuoea ;  and  there  is  no  people  on  earth  more 
ihed  for  it  than  the  citizens  of  the 


fidly,  to  the  consideration  of  the  friends 
mannfiiotnring  interest  thentselvea,  whether 
tbei«  is  not  serione  danger  that  a  meaanre  of 
tbia  ebaraoter,  enacted  by  a  lean  m^ority,  will 
produce  a  reaction  among  &a  people,  which 
■nay  reaolt  in  the  entire  prostration  of  the  Sys- 
tran they  are  so  aniioas  to  foster  end  extend. 

In  srdiaiting  the  attention  of  the  House  t«  a 
Tery  brief  eiaminadon  of  the  policy  of  this 
meaanre,  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  enter 
into  a  formal  dissertation  npon  the  general 
prin^plea  of  political  economy.  This  is  neither 
the  puce  nor  the  oocasion  for  such  disserta- 
tions. Itj  observations  shall  he  confined  to  a 
tactical  examination  of  the  qaestion,in  reference 
to  tbfl  actual  state  of  things  in  this  ooontry,  as- 
■aming,  as  a  basis,  a  few  palpable  and  obvious 
jwincHplefl,  which  liave  long  ceased  to  be  qnes- 
tionaUe  in  the  estiniation  of  the  most  enlight- 
OLed  philoBophen  and  statesmen  of  Europe.   ' 

Wlulat,  sir,  on  the  one  hand  I  nneqnivooally 
deny,  wliat  is  mainttuned  by  some,  that  mann- 
tkc^uing  industry  is,  in  itself,  more  profitable 
OiMa  agricnltoral  or  commercial,  I  distinctly 
JBsclsin)  Uie  notion,  maiDtsiaed  by  others,  ttiat 
the  pnrsaite  of  agriculture  are  more  profitable 
tliaa  those  of  manufacture  or  commerce.  All 
•nch  notions  are  utterly  erroneous  and  viuou- 
ary,  and  are  founded  upon  a  misoonception  of 
what  it  ia  that  constitDtes  wealth,  and  of  the 
principles  which  regulate  the  distribution  of 
e^ntal  and  labor.  What  is  wealth!  The 
WMlth  of  a  nation  conaista  in  the  abondence  of 
tiiaae  articles  which  administer  to  the  necessi- 
tica,  the  comforts,  and  the  luxuries  of  life,  ac- 
cording to  the  eiisUng  habits  of  society.  It 
reaolts  from  this,  that  a  combination  of  the 
ivodoets  of  agriculture  and  of  manufacture  is 
"  il  to  the  wealth  of  a  civilized  communi- 
1  as  exists  in  the  United  States.    With 


the  meet  nnlindted  abundance  of  the  prodncta 
of  Bgricnltnre,  we  should  be  poor  without  the 
products  of  art ;  and  with  an  equal  abundance 
of  mannfacturea,  we  should  perish  withont  the 

J  reductions  of  the  soil  It  is  conceded,  on  all 
ande,  tliat  we  abound  in  articles  of  the  latter 
description;  and  the  only  question  to  be  de- 
bated is,  hdw  can  we  most  advantageously  ob- 
iaia  the  fbrroert  Shall  we  fabricate  them  our- 
selves, or  import  them  from  abroad  t  To  the 
common  understanding  of  manMnd,  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  self-evident  propositioiL  that  the 
cheapest  mode  of  obtaining  them  is  that  which 
a  nation  on^ht  to  pursue,  as  it  ia  certcunly  that 
which  Individuals  would  pursue,  with  a  view  to 
the  promotioD  of  their  own  interest  But  here 
we  are  met  witli  the  argument  that  oommeroe 
is  a  barren  and  unproductive  pursuit.  A  very 
few  remarks  will  serve  to  remte  this  notion, 
whiijti,  when  examined,  will  be  found  to  be  a 
mere  verbal  proportion.  It  is  true  that  com- 
merce doee  not  produce  either  the  one  or  the 
other  of  the  elements  of  wealth,  but  it  commu- 
nicate value  to  both.  Without  commerce,  the 
surplus  production,  both  of  indiridoals  and  na- 
tions, would  beutterlyvalneleas.  Ofwhatvatue, 
for  example,  are  the  surplus  productions  of  the 
manufactories  of  Manchester  end  Birmingham, 
either  to  us  or  to  those  who  produce  thiem,  until, 
by  the  agency  of  commerce,  they  are  brought  to 
our  shoree  and  distributed  to  the  consumers?  It 
would  be  precisely  as  correct  to  say  that  their  en- 
tire value  is  derived  from  oomroerce,  aa  to  main- 
tun  that  its  operations  are  unproductive.  Either 
proposition  would  l>e  equally  absurd.  While, 
tiierefore,  1  view  any  proposition,  which  aaaerta 
the  superior  prodnctiveness  of  one  of  the  great 
divisions  of  human  industry  over  the  others,  as 
being  not  only  erroneous,  but  absolutely  un- 
meomng  and  unintelligible,  I  admit  that  the 
wealth  of  a  community  depends  upon  the  mun- 
tenance  of  a  due  proportion  between  them. 
And  the  question  for  a  practical  statesman  to 
determine  is,  how  is  lliis  proportion  to  be 
maintained,  so  as  to  produce  the  greatest  aggT»- 
gate  benefit  to  the  community  ? 

On  this  question,  if  I  may  be  permitted,  and 
I  scarcely  xnow  whether  I  ought  to  venture 
upon  it,  I  will  la;  down  a  general  principle, 
upon  the  authority  of  Adam  Smith,  who,  not- 
withstanding the  terms  of  sweeping  condemna- 
tion which  have  been  applied  to  nis  speonla- 
tiona,  has  done  more  to  enlighten  the  world  on 
the  sdenee  of  political  economy,  than  any  man 
of  modem  times.  He  is  the  founder  of  the 
science.  All  that  has  been  siuoe  done  is  but  a 
development  or  modiflcation  of  the  principlea 
he  established.  What,  then,  is  his  great  ele- 
mentary principle  t  That  labor  and  capil«l,  if 
left  to  receive  their  direction  from  individual 
sagacity,  will  naturally  seeic,  and  speedily  find, 
the  most  proStable  employmeuts.  And  this  is 
fonnded  upon  the  idea  that  individuals  are 
more  capable  of  forming  a  judgment  as  to  what 
win  promote  their  pecuniary  interests,  tlian 
the  most  enlightened  Government  can  possiblj 


.h.Cooij^lc 


ABHrDflMENT  OF   THE 


vR.] 


[APBnslSSl. 


be,  from  theTerj-natiireoftiiiiiM.  Thi§,  how- 
ever, is  denoonoed  tu  einptj  tueory  1  ETery 
thins,  it  Beenu,  whioh  doee  not  reenlt  from 
legi^i^on,  fWim  the  ofBcionB  restrictions  of 
OoTemment,  is  to  be  r^ftrded  u  the  openitioii 
of  a  minons  tbeoiy.  Hat,  sir,  I  put  It  to  the 
cominoii  Beuae  snd  common  observatioa  of 
«Ter7'  TOQtleman  in  the  Hoase,  whether  this 
theory  does  not  rest  upon  the  moet  steady  and 
inmntable  and  poweriU  principles  of  hnman 
action — principles  which  never  ceaee  for  a  mo- 
ment to  actnate  the  great  mass  of  every  eom- 
mnnity.  What  stronger  instinct  belongs  to  the 
character  of  man  than  that  whioh  impels  him 
to  improve  his  condition  t  And  what  conceiv- 
able obliquity  of  perception  can  prevent  him 
from  discovering,  upon  a  aorvey  of  the  variooa 
pnraoits  which  are  open  to  him,  that  from 
which,  with  bis  pecnliar  capacities,  he  con  de- 
rive the  greatest  profit  t  I  can  very  well  ima- 
gine the  case  of  a  rode  and  barbarous  people 
unaccustomed  to  the'  enjoyments  of  oivilued 
life,  in  which  a  Oovamment,  despotio  in  its 
chm^acter,  and  rising  mach  above  the  existing 
state  of  intelligence  in  the  conntry  over  which 
it  holds  dominion,  might  produce  great  and 
beneficial  changes  in  the  pnrsnits  of  society  by 
legal  regulations.  The  Government,  for  exam- 
ple, which  should  conduct  a  people  from  the 
Lnnter  to  the  shepherd  state,  or  from  the  latter 
to  the  Bgricnltnral,  would  nndoabtedly  confer 
the  most  dgnal  benefite  npon  the  commnnity. 
Snoh  a  change^  however,  oonld  be  accomplished 
only  by  a  gradual  improvement  of  the  peopla 
and  by  givmg  them  a  taste  for  comforts  and 
luniies  to  which  they  were  unaconstomed. 
Bat,  I  will  veDtnre  to  say,  that  there  is  not  a 
people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  to  whom  a  pol- 
icy of  this  kind  would  be  so  utterly  inapplica- 
ble as  to  the  people  of  these  United  States. 
What,  sir,  is  their  character  t  Is  there  a  na- 
tion more  aonte,  ingenious,  or  entorprising, 
more  keen  and  sagaoloos  in  perceiving  the  ave- 
nues to  profit,  or  more  prompt  and  energetic  to 
pursue  them  i  Do  they  need  iiie  direction  of 
this  Government  to  indicate  the  way  to  indi- 
vidual prosperity  t  Shall  we  undertake  to  en- 
lighten the  capiteliste  of  Boston  aa  to  the  most 
profiteble  mode  of  investing  their  disengaged 
capital  t  They  wonld  lanxh  to  scorn  the  folly 
and  impotence  of  snoh  offloioos  dictation.  It 
vill  scarcely  be  alleged  toat  our  people  have 
not  a  taste  fbr  the  producta  of  msnufactnre. 
For  all  the  productions  of  hnman  indnstry — for 
all  the  articles,  at  least,  of  which  we  propose  U 
encourage  the  domestio  fkbrication,  tbe  peoplt 
of  this  coontry  have  perhaps  too  keen  an  appe- 
tite. Indeed,  the  compMut  of  the  friends  of 
this  measure  is,  that  they  import  them  in  too 
great  abundance.  No  legislation,  therefore,  is 
necesaary  to  create  a  demand  for  those  articles. 
In  sQch  a  state  of  things,  the  general  principle 
is  indisnntebly  trae,  that  capital  and  labor  will 
natnrally  fiow  into  the  most  profiteble  chan- 
nela  of  industry,  wilhont  the  control  of  Gov- 
emment. 


But^  to  this  general  prindple  I  admit  there  b 
.  I  exception,  which  I  will  candidly  state.  And 
here  1  will  tike  leave  to  remark,  that,^ anxious 
aa  I  am  to  defeat  this  measure,  which  I  believe 
wonld  be  minous  to  some  portions  of  the 
Union,  and  beneficial  to  none ;  yet  I  would  not, 
if  I  conld,  accomplish  this  object  by  stoting  any 
principle  which  I  believe  to  be  false.  An  ele- 
vated morality,  which  regards  the  esteblish- 
ment  of  correct  principles  as  more  important 
than  victory,  shonld  characterize  onr  delibera- 
tions  here.  I  admit,  then,  that  when  from  the 
revelations  of  trade  or  the  progreaa  of  aocie^ 
a  crisis  has  occurred  in  which  a  great  and  fnn- 
damental  change  must  take  place  in  the  distri- 
bntdon  of  the  cs{>ita]  and  laoor  of  a  nation,  a 
vise,  moderate,  and  cantions  legislation  ma^ 
aid  in  effecting  the  change,  and  is  even  neces- 
sary to  effect  it  in  the  manner  most  beneficial 
to  the  community.  Bnt,  sir,  if  we  attentively 
examine  the  principles  upon  whioh  this  propo- 
rtion is  founded,  we  shall  perceive  that  na^!tal 
l^iatation  on  this  subject  is  confined  to  very 
□arrow  limits,  and  that  there  is  much  greater 
danger  of  doing  harm  by  transcending  these 
limits,  than  by  abstaiiung  from  legislative  in- 


What,  then,  are  the  principles  npon  whioh 
the.  interference  of  Government  can  be  justi- 
fied, in  sQch  a  criMs  as  that  to  which  I  have 
alluded  f  In  the  first  place,  the  babite  of  a 
commnnitf,  operating  with  something  like  the 
force  of  laws,  will  induce  an  adherence  to  ac- 
cnstomed  pnrmits,  after  they  have  ceased  to  be 
profiteble.  But  the  principal  gronnd  upon 
which  the  protecting  policy  can  in  any  case  be 
jnstlfied,  is  the  inabihty  of  infant  mannfactur- 
mg  estehlislunenta  to  suatein  a  snccesafol  com- 
petition with  their  foreign  rivals,  even  after 
the  country  has  reached  the  point  at  which  the 
domestio  article  can,  with  the  experience  of  a 
few  years,  he  &bricated  cheaper  than  the  for- 
eign. And  here,  sir,  the  limit  of  the  protect- 
ing systom  is  distinctiy  indicated.  It  must  b6 
satisfactorily  shown,  that  the  protection  aondit 
is  only  temporary ;  and  tjiat,  after  a  reasonable 
time  is  given  to  acquire  experience  and  skill, 
and  bring  the  domestic  manufactories  to  per- 
fectioD,  they  can  furnish  the  domestic  fabrics 
cheaper  than  similar  &brics  could  be  obtwned 
from  abroad.  Now,  if  we  apply  these  prinoi- 
ptes  to  the  actoal  protection  heretofore  extend- 
ed to  our  domestic  manofiictorea,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Qovemment  has  alreadv  ftilfilled  its 
obligations  to  them  in  the  amplest  mamier. 
Qentiemen  have  argued  this  quration  as  if  the 
mannfactoring  interest  of  the  conntry  had  been 
nnjnstiy  assailed  by  some  foreign  powerj  and 
Congress  had  manifested  the  most  cruel  indif- 
ference to  their  sufferings.  But  is  there  the 
slightest  foundation  for  either  of  these  assomp- 
tions)  Tbe  only  power  with  whioh  our  ms^ 
u&ctorers  have  had  permanently  to  contend  " 
the  superior  natural  advantages  of  the  forMgn 
artisan ;  and  I  will  now  caU  the  attention  w 
i  the  House  to  the  protection  which  onr  txttb- 
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liabmaotn  bttn  sotoallr  recdred  from  this  Qor- 
aitmnit  I  T«iitnro  to  oSMrt,  that  mnce  tbe 
oonuDflraoeDMDt  of  the  reetrictiTe  B;Btem  in 
180T,  th«  maiMifiMtnren  of  this  oomttrj-  hsve 
aqjoyed  an  mmsoal  and  artifidBl  Btimnlae  from 
oar  l^idation;  and  I  am  perfect^  ntisfled 
Uksl  it  ia  this  estnordiiuuy  ttitnohu  that  has 
g^-ren  them  thst  -voradona  appetite  fbr  prohihi- 
tion  wliiob  nothing,  it  aeema,  bat  the  abscdate 
■protaelioa  ot  all  rinJ  artiolM  can  astiote. 

UajoadkCnreanotproteotadl  Wh;,  sir,  dor- 
ing  the  nMiiatiT«  ostein,  onr  oommeroe  with 
tlM  mano&ctaren  of  Edm^  wai  almost  en- 
tire^ awiahilated.  and  oar  own  maanfaotnrers 
had  little  ahosl  of  an  absolute  monopolar  of  the 
booie  market.  Aod  hero,  mr,  let  me  oalt  the 
Kttaitiaa  of  these  praotiou  gentJemen,  vho  so 
eoaXewftaoaaij  discard  ever;  theorjr  bnt  their 
own,  to  the  ^eot  of  this  reBtriotive  sjBtem, 
upon  tike  disbribntion  of  the  o^>ittQ  and  labor 
M  the  oonntrj.  During  the  five  years  of  oom- 
mendnl  r«sbrieti<Hi8  which  preceded  die  war 
vith  Qreat  Britain,  when  there  must  have  ex- 
isted in  tbe  oountiT  a  (nperabandBiioe  of  sur- 
plna  o^tital,  soddenlj  disensaged  from  com- 
merae,  w«  find  that  nuumfai^ares,  notwith- 
pfiwtdiiig  th^  eojttjeA  the  advantages  of  a  pro- 
bitdtoiT  qntem,  made  but  a  veiy  alow  and 
gradnal  progreae.  If  gentlemen  would  dnly 
oonaiilt  t£is  portion  of  onr  eqierienoe,  I  think 
&t  TOold  at  least  admonish  them  to  have  a  little 
patienee.  They  wonld  see  that  nnder  laj  poe- 
■ible  proteetton,  whioh  legidatiOD  can  pnMde, 
partieolarly  in  time  of  peaoe,  when  there  is  no 
exbwirdlaary  oonaunption  ot  mannfaotores, 
tliese  most,  in  Uie  very  nature  of  thinge, .  ad- 
TBoee  bj  dow  degreeo.  It  cannot  be  outer- 
Tiae,  nnlen  w»  ascribe  to  an  act  of  Congress 
tbo  magical  power  of  forcing  on  mannfaotnres 
iMjond  die  natural  c^iaeitr  of  tbe  eonntry, 
either  to  jotidnoe  <ir  to  p&y  for  thetn.  Tea,  sir, 
itwoold  be  wdlfor  na  to  reflect  that  it  iamnoh 
mare  eaqy  to  diminish  the  cansnmption  tlian  to 
toMaMO  the  prodnction  of  maunootaired  arti- 
de&  Irj  proluDitoiy  leKislation.  Snch  was  mi- 
doabtod^  the  ^eot  of  the  reetriotive  system. 
But  tlia  mesaore  whioh  gave  tlie  strongest  im- 
pnlae  to  out  manofiuitm^  was  the  war  of 
1812.  And  here  it  is  worth  remarking,  that  a 
war  Tfit^  V.n^ftrifl  gives  a  atimolns  to  msmfao 
torea,  which  ao  odier  kind  of  protection  can' 
posHbly  afford.  For,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
cats  off  ottr  trade  with  the  nalJon  that  prind- 
pally  anpplies  ns  with  mannfaotnree,  it  oomp«L- 
ssfrw  the  diminished  oonmmption  of  them  by 
tbe  pec^e,  by  the  extraoidinary  oonanmptioQ 
ot  tie  Oovemmeiit.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
tbe  system  of  doable  dnties  was  oontdnned  till 
1616,  when  the  existing  tariff  was  enacted  for 
tbe  avowed  purpose  of  eaBtBining  those  estab- 
Hshments  which  the  war  had  brought  into  ox- 
totence,  against  the  extraordinary  inflax  of  for- 
eign mann&ctores,  resulting  from  the  noiversal 
resfaMstioa  of  peace  in  Europe.  And  while  I 
eont»d  tltat  the  tariff  of  1816  afforded  a  most 
HberaJ  protection  to  t-K^  manoi^totiiriiig  inter- 


est, I  most  perfectly  accord  in  the  policy  which 
dictated  that  measure.  I  distinctly  recognize 
the  principle,  Uiat,  wherever  large  investments 
of  oiqiital  have  been  made  in  consequence  of  a 
state  of  things  prodnoed  by  the  necessary  acts 
of  the  Government  Itael^  tbe  Qovemment  Is 
under  a  moral  obli^nUion  to  extend  to  the  in- 
terests, thus  created,  a  reasonable  protection. 

Bnt,  dr,  what  is  a  reasonable  protection  in 
snch  a  case !  Can  it  be  expected  that  the  man- 
ofaotaring  interest  ia  to  be  maintained  perma- 
nently in  the  same  degree  of  prosperity  that  it 
eiijoyed  dnring  the  war  1  That  it  la  to  be  ex- 
empted from  a  partidpation  in  that  general 
distreea  whioh  has  pervaded  the  whole  commu- 
nity t  This  would  not  only  be  nnreasonable, 
bnt  atterly  impraotieable.  Nothing  bnt  a  per- 
petnatioD  of  the  war  could  have  accwmpliahed 
so  mnch  tor  the  msnufaotorers.  What,  wr,  was 
the  light  in  whioh  the  tariff  of  1S16  waa 
viewed  by  the  liberal  stateamen  who  then  sap- 
ported  it?  It  was  intended  merely  to  mitigaM 
tbe  shook  whioh  onr  manufactaring  eBtabfish- 
ments  mnst  experience,  in. passing  from  a  state 
of  general  war  to  a  state  of  general  peace. 
More  than  this  was  neither  expected  nor 
claimed  by  the  mann&ctorers  themselves.  As 
the  persons  then  engaged  in  the  bnainess  had 
not>ly  snstuned  the  war,  gratitnde  mingled 
with  jQstice  in  the  policy  adopted.  Bnt  no  in- 
teUigrait  man  was  so  visionary  as  to  expect 
tliat,  when  the  ordinary  channds  of  trade,  so 
long  obstmoted,  were  snddenly  opened,  there 
oomd  still  be  maintained,  by  artindal  means, 
the  same  demand  for  domestdo  mann&otnres  as 
befiiffe^  It  was  qiparent  that  many  of  the  ex- 
isting establishmenta  mnst  go  down,  and  that 
ndther  the  wisdom  nor  the  folly  of  homan 
legislation  oonld  posnbly  prevent  iL  And,  dr, 
snch  has  been  the  fact.  Eight  years  of  proba- 
tion hare  elqwed  since  the  passage  of  the  ex- 
isting tariff  and,  if  policy  or  nnmanity  required 
it  of  na,  it  is  now  too  late  to  relieve  the  dis- 
tresses of  tiiose  manu&otnrers  who  made  their 
invefltanents  daring  the  war.  Those  of  them 
who  have  been  enabled  to  sostain  themsdvea 
HU  this  time,  nnder  the  exbaordinary  presanre 
of  the  four  or  five  years  immedjatdy  sacceed- 
ing  ISIS,  when  the  country  waa  almost  literal- 
ly overwhelmed  with  the  surplus  mannfiMtarea 
of  fbreign  establishmenta,  can  certainly  main- 
bda  themselves  now,  when  foreign  commerce 
is  rapidly  returning  to  ita  ordinary  channel^ 
(md  oontnMting  within  its  proper  limits.  Those 
who  have  paswd  through  tbe  famace,  do  not 
reqnire  to  be  prot«cted  from  tbe  ordinary  heat 
of  tbe  sun.  And  it  is  a  fact  that  they  now 
stand  firm,  and  constitute  the  moat  prosperous 
interest  of  the  ooontry.  As  to  those  who  were 
swept  away  during  the  diaaetrons  period  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  they  are  irretrievably 
deatroyed,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  onr  reme> 
diea,  imless,  indeed,  we  had  the  power  of  pro- 
dooing  a  resurrection  by  an  act  of  legislation. 

It  IS  obvious,  then,  that  the  protection  of 
theae  establishmenta,  whioh  origmoted  ia  the 
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war,  is  Dot  the  object  of  the  present  bill.  It 
does  not  even  assaine  tluB  modeelj  of  pretes- 
don.  Doctrines  are  now  advanced,  which  nev' 
er  entered  into  the  conception  of  those  who 
advocated  the  tariff  of  leiB — doctrines  which, 
though  maint^ned  bj  gentlemen  who  have 
waged  a  epeoial  war  of  Hneera  and  sarcarans 
agtunst  the  tbeoriee  of  political  eoonomf,  throw 
into  the  shade  the  boldest  theories  of  the 
French  econonuHta.  We  are  now  told  that  it  is 
the  daty  of  a  paternal  Oovemment  not  only  to 
protect  existing  int«re8te  against  extraordinary 
reverses  which  it  has  oonmboted  to  pi'odQoe, 
but  to  oreB(«  new  manufactarM  and  new  pnr- 
salts,  bj  the  mere  energy  of  leKislation.  Th< 
people,  it  is  said,  are  absolnt^y  idle  and  ii 
wretohedness,  for  the  want  of  employment; 
and  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wood,) 
who  often  edifies  the  Eonse  by  his  philoBophi- 
oat  specnlations,  has  told  ns,  if  I  understood 
him  correctly,  that  80  per  cent  of  our  popola- 
tioa  are  actually  in  idleness  for  the  want  of 
pnrsaits  to  which  their  labor  can  be  applied. 
These  three  millions  of  people,  who  are  thns 
deetitnte  of  employment,  as  the  gentleman  has 
demonstrated  by  statistical  tables  and  matbe- 
matioal  calculations,  (the  obvious  find  palpable 
facts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,)  are  to 
obtain  employment  by  the  notable  e:^edient  of 
an  act  of  Congress  I 

[Mr.  Wood  here  expMned,  His  argnment 
was,  he  said,  tJiat  thirty-three  per  cent  of  out 
popolation  produce  no  more  than  fifteen  per 
cent,  onght  to  do.  Thirteen  and  a  half  per 
cent,  only  of  onr  population,  he  calculated,  was 
absolntely  employed  in  productive  indnstry, 
and  in  this  prop<ntion  was  included  the  army, 
navy,  and  pnblio  officer^  amoontijig  to  three 
and  a  half  per  cent} 

I  am  glad,  resumed  Ur.  VoDurra,  that  the 
gentleman  has  removed  an  erroneous  impres- 
sion from  my  mind  as  to  the  «xt«nt  of  his  argu- 
ment But,  even  modified  and  limited  as  it 
now  stands,  it  will  be  difficult  to  maike  it  pass 
current  for  a  praetieal  argnment.  Is  it  in  the 
power  of  tables  and  oaloulatione  to  make .  any 
man  seriously  believe,  in  opposition  to  the  evi- 
dence of  his  own  senses,  and  to  the  result  of 
his  general  observation  and  knowledge  of  the 
country,  that  one  million  of  our  population  are 
not  only  idle,  but  destitute  of  employment! 
Shall  we  be  told,  in  a  country  like  this,  abound- 
ing with  almost  interminaUe  wilds  of  fertile 
lands,  that  a  tithe  of  the  people  are  sufi'ering 
for  the  want  of  something  to  do  1  Sir,  there 
are  innumerable  avenues  to  employment  in  this 
country,  and  if  any  man  were  to  make  his  com- 

flaint  to  me  that  he  was  without  employment, 
could  tell  him  simply  to  go  te  work.  That  is 
the  obvious  remedy,  a  remedy  in  the  reach  of 
every  one ;  and,  if  it  were  more  generally  pnr- 
sned,  there  must  soon  be  an  end  of  this 
wretched  and  delusive  dependence  upon  the 

Suackery  of  legislation  for  employment    Sir, 
boldly  assert,  that  there  is  not  a  angle  indi- 
vidnal  in  the  vast  extent  of  this  Bepublio,  that 


improve  his  condition.  This  is  the  only  conn- 
try  on  eartb  where  a  common  laborer,  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise,  can,  in  the  course  of  an 
ordinary  lifetime,  besides  comfortably  Buppori- 
tng  biniBelf  and  hia  family,  leave  to  bis  childrcii 
an  inheritance  of  real  estiate :  and,  with  theee 
facts  staring  us  in  the  face,  we  are  required  to 
believe,  on  U>e  authority  of  tabular  statements, 
that  the  people  can  only  be  saved  from  soffer- 
ing  and  discontent,  by  the  adoptitm  of  this 
measure,  to  provide  them  with  employmeat 
The  gentJemao  from  New  Tork,  by  way  erf 
confirming  his  general  conduuon,  has  stated 
that  the  wages  of  a  laborer  in  his  vicinilj,  is 
only  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  day.  In  answer 
to  this,  I  can  only  say  to  the  gentleman,  tliat, 
if  his  digtreBsed  neighbors  will  only  make  a 
transition  from  Long  Island  to  any  other  point 
in  the  whole  Union,  even  the  most  unfavorable^ 
I  will  be  responsible  for  their  obtaining  SSbj 
cents  per  day.  But  as  the  crj  of  distress  haa 
been  reiterated  nnljl  it  has  mode  a  strong  im- 
pression upon  the  country,  I  beg  leave  to  recur, 
with  a  view  to  illustrate  and  enforce  them,  to 
Koa^  remarks  which  I  offered  during  the  dia- 
cusmon  of  die  duty  on  cotton  bagging,  I  believe 
the  canses  of  the  disease,  and  the  tendency  of 
the  proposed  remedy,  to  be  equally  misconceived, 
as  to  some  portions,  at  least,  of  the  Union.  I 
stated,  on  the  occasion  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, that  the  distresses  of  the  country,  sndii 
as  they  were,  resulted  from  tbe  change  of  cir- 
cumstances occasioned  by  pasang  from  a  state 
of  war  to  a  state  of  peace,  in  connection  with 
the  excessive  issues  of  bonk  paper,  which  threw 
forward  and  increased  the  pressore  of  the  evil. 
During  the  war,  there  was  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  our  population — those  engaged  in 
the  military  service  of  the  country— who  con- 
sumed theproducts  of  the  grun-growing  States, 
but  produced  nothing,  AU  those  States  which 
were  near  the  theatre  of  war,  found  a  ready 
market,  and  high  money  prices  for  their  grun. 
To  them  the  war  was  tiierefore  a  source  of 
prosperity,  and  peace  was,  in  one  sense  of  the 
word,  regarded  as  a  calamity.    And  whence  do 

— hear  tbe  loudest  compldnta  of  dis- 

ITience  come  the  most  strenuous  de- 
mands for  the  passage  of  this '  bill  t  From  the 
very  points  of  the  Union  which  enjoyed  tha 
advantages  of  a  war  demand  and  war  prices 
for  their  produce — New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  Western  country.  Ton  cannot  define 
the  boundaries  of  any  State  more  accuratelj, 
than  you  can  trace  the  limits  of  the  region  of 
country  favorable  to  this  tariff,  by  the  positions 
of  our  armies  in  the  late  war,  and  the  multipli- 
cation of  banks  during  that  contest,  and  since 
its  termination,  Pennsylvania  and  the  West- 
em  Stat«s  supplied  the  Northwestern  army, 
and  I  beiieve  tbe  Government  paid  as  high  as 
one  hundred  dollars  per  barrel,  at  the  theatre 
of  war,  for  fiour  punthased  in  Ohio ;  a  State 
now  unanimous  tor  thia  tari£     New  Twk, 
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em7  (Hi«  known,  wta  in  the  immediBW  aeigh- 
bc^tood  of  ext«QsiTe  asd  pemument  nulitAir 
operfttioiu,  and  sapplied  nnmeroiu  armies  wi^ 
wttvimtws.  Now,  it  happens  tbikt  the  verj 
Btates  I  have  eunnierAtecL  have  been  mo«t 
affiicted  witb  the  enrrn  of  banka  that  did  not 
pay  Bpede,  (a  delnRve  expedient  to  perpetooto 
the  ■war  prices  and  war  prosperitj,')  and  have 
>1bo  been  most  earnest  ana  persevenng  in  their 
gmpeals  to  this  Oovemment  for  protMtdon. 
New  England,  and  the  Southern  Statee,  on  the 
oantiwej— States  which  MUtained  the  priw 
tions  of  the  war  without  the  same  mitigating 
ctrcoDutanccM,  and  fimn  neoMint}'  regnlat«d 
their  eqjoTTnents  bj  the  roles  of  a  severe 
■df-denyiug  eeonomf,  are  now  to  be  snbje 
to  an  onerous  taxolioa— and  for  what!  Not 
to  r^eve  the  oUier  States  firom  positive  dis- 
bresa,  but  to  restore  certain  int«reate  in  them, 
to  the  state  of  artificial  proq>erit7  which  thej 
ojojed  dnring  the  war.  Bnring  the  whole 
poiod  of  that  oonlCBt,  the  Bonthem  conntrr 
was  deprived  ot  a  market  for  its  great  staples, 
and  there  was  ncrthing  in  the  muitarj  opera- 
tioiu  of  the  Oovermnent  to  oompensate  the 
loss.  Even  if  the  people  had  devoted  them- 
sdvea  to  the  growing  of  grain,  there  were  no 
■rnueain  thefieldtooonsome  it,  and  that,  like 
their  cotton  and  tobaooo,  wonld  have  remained 
witboat  a  market  In  this  stat«  of  things  they 
not  oolf  ceased  t«  make  an;  prc^^ress  in  wealth, 
but  wa«  compelled  to  contract  their  aocn»- 
tomed  ezpcfnseSi  and  nse  an  economy  before 
nnkoown  to  them,  to  provide  a  decent  mun- 
teoance  fw'  their  bmilies.  These  habits  made 
the  retam  of  peace,  to  them,  the  harbinger  of 
proq>erit7.  It  is  a  dispensotioD  of  Jnstioe  re- 
■olting  from  the  ver;  natare  of  things,  that 
thoM  who  saSer  the  greatest  privatdona  in  war, 
shall  be  least  affected  hj  the  changes  reenlMng 
from  the  restoration  of  peace. 

But,  air,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  the 
Uddle  and  Western  Statu  have,  at.  this  mo- 
ment, aa  large  a  share  of  the  means  of  positive 
■njoyment  as  anj  other  portion  of  the  Union. 
Their  dhstrewes  are  relaUre,  and  In  a  great  de- 
gree imaginarj.  It  ia  not  what  thej  are,  bat 
what  the?  were,  that  cansee  the  prevailing  dis- 
etnttent.  The  rednction  of  an  inflated  onrrenoy 
has  redocad  the  nominal  prioe  of  prc^rty; 
and  the  man  who,  a  few  years  past,  esbmated 
his  wealth  at  fifty  thoosukd  doJlars,  and  now 
Bnds  it  only  twenty-five,  complains  of  his  dis- 
treaatn  as  thongh  he  were  In  want  of  the  necee- 
saries  of  life.  I  admit  that  the  Western  people 
are  embarraned,  bnt  I  deny  that  they  are  ia- 
trtmedyja  any  other  sense  of  the  word.  Where 
ia  the  eridenoe  of  actoal  suffering  t  In  some  of 
the  Western  States,  I  am  informed,  they  have 
no  poor  laws  at  all,  and  sncb  a  being  as  a  pan- 
per  is  scarcely  known.  R^rding,  therefore, 
the  aggregate  ei^oymenta  of  the  whole  com- 
nmni^  as  the  Ime  criterion  of  national  happi- 
nen,  I  ahonld  select  the  Western  States  as  ute 
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there  is  not  on  the  face  of  the  earth  a  region 
of  conntry  of  equal  extent,  where  so  few  are 
sofferingfrom  poverty,  and  where  the  meana  of 
comfortable  snbmstence  so  abnndantJy  reward 
the  toil  of  the  laborer.  Itia  notdiatress,  Irepeat 
it,  bnt  discontent,  that  has  excited  this  rage  fbr 
creating  wealth  by  legislation.  To  prove  uiis,  I 
will  advert  to  another  standard  of  promterity, 
referred  to,  very  nnfortnnately,  I  think,  for  hia 
own  porposea,  by  the  honorable  gentleman  ftom 
New  York,  to  whom  I  before  alluded.  He 
told  ns  that  the  prosperity  of  a  nation  was  in- 
dicated by  the  increase  of  its  popnlation ;  and 
then  favored'  as  with  a  beantifut  aisqnisition  oa 
the  comforts  of  matrimony,  and  the  doty  of  a 
Government  to  promote  it.  I  perfectly  accord 
with  these  views  of  the  honorable  member; 
bnt  I  mnst  be  permitted  to  eay  that,  according 
to  the  criterion  to  which  he  has  referred,  ther« 
is  no  other  nation  eo  prosperona  as  the  Uaited 
Statee,  and  no  part  of^the  Union  so  prosperooa 
as  that  from  which  wfl  hear  ho  much  abont 
their  distresses.  And  if  the  honorable  mem- 
ber wishes  to  promote  the  caose  of  matrimony, 
I  wonld  advise  him  to  send  his  twelve  and  a 
half  cents  per  day  laborers  to  the  Western 
comitry.  What,  tir  1  a  conntry  which  donhlea 
its  population  in  ten  years,  call  npon  the  Gov- 
ernment to  relieve  it  from  distress  by  creating 
new  employments  I  The  thing  will  not  bear 
examination.  The  historian  will  scarcely  be 
credited,  in  fntnre  time,  who  ventures  to  record 
iL  Permit  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  few  facta,  illuBtrative  of  this  part  of 
the  snt^ect,  which  I  am  sore  will  not  be  dis- 
pnted.  In  the  States  where  the  public  lands 
are  in  market,  yon  can  purchase  land  of  the 
first  quality  for  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents — one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  says  a  gentlemaa 
near  me — when  land  of  the  same  qnali^  is 
worth,  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  fifty  dtjlars 
per  acre.  This  single  &ict  speaks  more  than 
volnmes  of  declamation  on  the  subject  of  pop- 
ular snfibring.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  assert- 
ed, paradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  that  the  imagi* 
nuy  distresses  of  the  Western  conntry  proceed 
from  the  very  abundance  in  which  they  pos- 
sess the  primary  aliment  of  national  wealth. 
What  is  their  complaint  t  Not,  as  one  wonld 
suppose,  the  scarcity,  but  the  snperabnndance 
of  the  necessaries  of  life.  And  here,  I  will 
observe,  that  nothing,  in  my  opinion,  has  con- 
tribated  more  to  the  existing  derangement  in 
the  elements  of  wealth  in  the  West«m  3tate% 
than  bringing  the  public  lands  into  market  in- 
judiciously, and  without  any  regard  to  the  ex- 
isting demand.  The  inevit^le  tendency  of 
this  policy,  by  overstocking  the  market,  is,  to 
rednoe  lands  to  the  minimom  price ;  and  if  that 
were  fixed  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  the  land 
would  command  no  more.  The  consequence 
is,  that  the  people  purchase  large  quantities  of 
productive  lands,  which  have  M  the  constitu- 
ents of  value,  bnt  scarcity.  And,  because  they 
have  not  every  thing  else  in  proportion,  they 
are  discontented  and  restiess.    And  I  will  avau 
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myself  of  this  occauon  to  deolare,  that  I  will 
never  pve  my  vote  to  bring  another  acre  of 
the  public  JaodB  into  the  market,  but  nnder  the 
■troDgeet  oonriction  that  there  is  a  fiur  and 
natural  demand  for  it  Oor  Tery  ayatem  oon- 
Terta  oor  land  into  a  mere  drag  in  the  market, 
and  the  people  into  BpeonlatorH. 

Iwillnow  take  the  liberty  of  addresdng  a  few 
words  especially  to  the  EepresentatiTes  of  the 
West,  on  the  subject  of  their  own  interests.  A 
EQbJect  upon  which  I  oertunly  will  not  presome 
to instmct them.  But lamsurethey wiQexonse 
ft  friendly  admonition,  when  I  state  the  partic- 
ular topic  to  which  it  relates.  I  am  well  as- 
snred  that  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
Vest  depends  more  upon  the  improvement  of 
the  means  of  transporting  their  produce  to 
market,  and  of  receiving  the  returns,  than  upon 
every  other  subject  to  which  the  legislation  of 
this  QoTemment  can  be  directed. 

On  meaenres  of  this  description  I  have  here- 
tofore given  them  my  tamest  and  cordial  sap- 
port.  Uost  of  my  ooUeagnea,  and  many  others, 
who  represent  the  Sontbem  portion  of  the 
tTnioDj  have  pnraued  the  same  conree.  As  for 
myself  nothing  will  Indnee  me  to  change  my 
views  or  oondnct  on  the  subject ;  bnt  I  submit  it 
to  the  diniastionBte  consideration  of  the  West- 
em  gentlemen,  whether  there  is  not  danger, 
Uia^  oy  urging  upon  na  a  system  whidi  we  t>e- 
liave  to  be  oppressive,  they  will  alienate  the 
kind  feelings  of  the  portion  of  the  oonntry  to 
which  I  have  allnded,  uid  lose  its  oo-operaUon 
In  relation  to  that  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments, which,  in  my  opinion,  is  of  more  impor- 
tance to  the  West  than  all  the  tarifis  that  can 
bepawed  in  half  a  ceutary. 

1  will  also  present  aniwier  view  oS  certain 
interests  of  the  West,  which  are  intimately 
connected  with  the  portion  of  Uie  oonnti7  I 
liave  the  honor  to  represent. 

QenUemen  are  aware  that  a  Tcary  profitable 
trade  b  carried  on  by  their  oonstitaents  with 
the  Boathem  oonntry,  in  live  stock  of  all  de- 
scriptions, which  they  drive  over  the  moon- 
t^ns  and  sell  for  cash.  This  extensive  trade, 
which,  from  its  peculiar  character,  more  easily 
overcomes  the  diffloolties  of  transportation  than 
any  that  can  be  substituted  in  its  place,  is  about 
to  be  put  in  jeopardy  for  the  oo^Jectnral  bene- 
fits of  this  measore.  "When  I  B^  t^  trade  is 
about  to  be  put  in  jeopardy,  I  do  not  speak  un- 
advisedly. I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that  if 
this  bill  passea,  it  will  have  the  effect  of  indoo- 
ing  the  people  of  the  South,  partly  from  the 
feeing,  and  partly  from  the  necessity  growing 
ont  of  it  to  raty  within  themselves  the  live 
stock  which  they  now  purchase  fh>m  the  West 
It  is  at  least  oertmn  tliat  more  will  be  lost  in 
this  trade,  than  is  guned  in  that  of  cotton 
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[he  name  of  Hamilton  has  been  introduced 
into  this  disonasion,  as  a  sanction  to  the  hetero- 
geneous provimons  of  this  biU.  I  wish  to  Qod, 
ur,  tie  were  living  and  present,  to  vindicate 
lumself  from  so  oiy  nst  an  impntaoon  I     Becur- 
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ring  to  his  recorded  (pinions,  what  does  be 
recommend  I  lliat  a  heavy  duty  shoold  be  Udd 
upon  nnmanufiKtared  wool!  The  very  re- 
verse. He  recommended  not  only  that  It 
should  be  imported  duty  free,  but  tbst  a  boont; 
should  he  ^ren  upon  the  importation.  If  yon 
realty  desire  to  pranote  and  protect  domestio 
mannftotores,  it  a  onr  true  poboy  to  euoonrase, 
instesd  of  discouraging,  the  importation  of  uio 
raw  material,  so  tbst  the  mann&cturer  may 
obtwn  it  as  cheap  as  practicable.  But  iusteaa 
of  this,  yon  absoluttiy  lay  almost  a  prohibitory 


dn^  npon  the  raw  materiaL  Upon  what  can 
this  be  fonnded,  unless  upon  the  erroneous  and 
niyuBtifiable  poticiy  of  buying  up  different  ict«r- 
uts  to  insure  the  pasesge  of  the  bill  r  I  pre- 
sume I  may  use  this  language  without  offence^ 
as  some  gentlemen  have  distinctly  avowed  that 
they  view  this  measure  ae  a  compromise  of 
interests;  or,  in  other  words,  that  one  pro- 
vision is  to  ha  resided  as  the  oonuderation 
for  anotiier.  Bnt,  dr,  I  do  most  earnestly 
proteet  against  this  principle,  sa  one  of  the 
moat  dangerou  that  can  be  introduced  into 
our  le^slstion,  "Ea^  provision  should  stand. 
upon  its  own  eqnrato  and  distinct  merits,  and 
if  it  cannot  be  sostained  in  this  way,  it  ought 
to  be  abandoned,  Bnt,  in  relation  to  this 
article  of  wool,  it  is  a  mistaken  notion  to 
suppose  that  yoa  really  promote  the  interest, 
even  of  the  wool-grower,  by  laying  a  heav7 
duty  opon  foreign  wool.  The  only  effectual 
mode  of  benefiting  the  wool-grower,  is  to  iti- 
crease  the  domestio  mann&cture,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  demand  for  wool;  bnt  yoa  defeat 
Uiis  o^eot  precisely  in  the  degree  that  yoa 
increase  Ui«  duty  on  the' raw  materioL  Great 
Britain  has  l«oe&tIy  made  an  experiment  npoa 
tliis  very  sn^ect^hich  is  not  nnwortby  of  onr 
attention.  Xbe  Ohanoellor  of  the  Excheqner, 
with  a  view  to  reooncile  the  landed  interest  to 
a  oonuderable  increase  of  taxes,  laid  a  duty  of 
six  pence  per  pound  on  foreign  wool,  which 
bad,  theretofore,  been  subject  to  a  nominal  dnt^ 
only.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  export  of 
woollen  mano&otnres  was  rapidly  reduced,  tlie 
market  for  domestio  wool,  and  consequently  its 
price,  were  diminished,  and  all  the  interests 
connected  with  wool  were  seriously  iqjnred. 

I  will  now  invito  the  attoitioD  of  the  House  to 
a  few  remarks  as  to  the  practical  oporalioa  oS 
this  bill  npon  the  oonminni^.  Whatever  mv 
be  its  ^ect  npon  dMneetic  manntactnreB,  I  q>eak 
advisedly  when  I  say  it  will  operate  as  a  tax 
upon  the  people  to  the  extent  of  at  least  four 
imllions  m  doUars.  And  whether  the  proceeds 
of  this  shall  go  into  the  national  Treasury  or 
Into  the  pockets  of  individuals,  the  thing  about 
which  there  can  he  no  doubt  is,  that  the  tax 
will  be  paid  by  the  people.  If  it  shall  operate 
merely  as  a  revenue  measnrs,  it  will  not  benefit 
the  manu&ctorers,  and  is  subset  to  tbe  objec- 
tion that  it  is  unnecessary,  and  therefore 
oppressive,  taxation.  If  it  shall  operate  to 
exclude  foreign  manufactures,  it  is  liable  to  the 
etill  greater  objection  of  bwng  not  only  an 
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oppresdve,  but  an  nnprodnctiTe  tax.  The 
people  pay,  bnt  the  GoTernment  does  not 
receive.  In  point  of  fact,  it  will  probably,  for 
«  short  time,  operate  partly  aa  a  productive, 
wad  psitly  as  an  nnprodnctiTe,  tax ;  partly  oa 
an  \DCT«a9e  of  tbo  revenne,  and  partly  aa  a 
bounty  to  the  maDD&otnring  interest.  Bnt  we 
■re  advised  to  aobmit  qaietly  to  these  burdens, 
and  to  be  satii^ed  with  tbe  assnrance  that  we 
iball,  at  tome  fatare  time,  obtain  tbe  domeatic 
iDaun&ctDre  aa  cheap  aa  we  ohq  import  the 
foreigii.  Let  ns  examiae  this  idea  for  a  mo- 
moat.  And  I  would  remark,  at  the  threshold  of 
the  examination,  that  it  is  not  snfflcient  for 
gentlemen  to  show  that  the  articles  for  which 
they  olaim  protection  can  be  made  at  home 
otcAa^  aa  they  can  be  imported  from  abroad 
mider  onr  system  of  revaane  dnties ;  bnt  they 
mint  ftuiher  show  they  can  be  made  as  cheap 
as  the  foreign  articlea  oonld  be  imported  if  there 
were  no  revenne  duties  levied  upon  them. 
feippoee,  for  example,  that  the  gentlemen  could 
d^rty  make  ont  their  case,  that  all  the  mann- 
betarea  we  import  can  be  made  at  home  pre- 
daely  OB  cheap  as  we  now  import  them,  bat  no 
dteaper-,  and,  to  make  the  illustration  more 
complete,  enppose  that  thejactoHlly  were  made 
at  home,  and  that  tbe  foreigii  importation  had 
ceased.  What  wonldbe  the  resnlt?  It  ia  true 
we  Aonld  obtain  the  articles  as  cheap  aa  we  do 
now,  but  we  should  lose  the  whole  revenue  of 
tbe  coHntrr  derived  from  imposts,  and  be  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  other  aonroes  of  revenae. 
Even,  tberefijre,  in  the  case  supposed,  the  coun- 
try would  sacnfice  aboTe  fifteen  millions  of 
doDars  per  annnm  at  tbe  shrine  of  this  anti- 
ttnnniereial  system.  And  tbis  is  the  strongest 
ease  which  can  be  supposed  in  flavor  of  domestic 
inannfoctnres.  Tbe  supposition  that  they  can 
tnr  be  made  as  cheap  as  the  foreign  &brics 
eould  be  imported  free  of  duty,  ia  too  extrava' 
gint  to  be  indnlged  for  a  moment.  And  yet  this 
■oppomtion,  chimerical  as  it  is,  must  Ik  realized 
before  any  benefit  can  result  to  thecounfty  from 
Qus  meaanre  to  compensate  the  great  and  pal- 
pable aacrificea  which  it  involres. 

Looking  to  the  operation  of  this  meoanre  upon 
Hm  different  classes  of  the  comnmnity,  it  may 
be  ^rlj  stated  as  its  general  result,  that  It  will 
sacrifice  the  laboring  classes  for  the  benefit  of 
the  capitalists.  And  when  I  say  capitalists,  I 
inclnde  aa  well  those  who  employ  capital  in 
some  of  the  products  of  agriculture,  aainmann- 
fsetures.  Yon  propose  to  protect,  by  duties. 
not  only  manufactures,  but  wool,  hemp,  and 
evaa  grain.  Ridiculous  as  tbe  doty  upon  this 
last  article  is,  it  serves  admirably  to  illustrate 
the  genius  of  the  system. 

Althongh  tbe  manD&ctnring  interest  makes 
tbe  most  prominent  figure  m  this  scheme  of 
protection,  the  question  is  no  longer  between 
the  mann&ctnrin?  and  agricultural  interests, 
but  between  all  those  who  produce  more  than 
they  consume  of  the  articles  subject  to  duty, 
and  those  who  purchase  that  surplus  production. 
Fnnn  tiiis  it  is  obvious,  tliat  but  a  very  small 
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part  of  the  oommunity  can  eqjoy  the  benefit  ot 
this  system,  which  operates  as  a  permanent  tax 

npon  the  remainder.  As  to  tbe  manufacturera, 
we  know  their  number  is  exceedingly  small  in 
comparison  with  the  aggregate  of  oar  popula- 
tion. But  the  amallnees  of  the  nnmoer  of 
fannera  who  can  be  benefited  by  this  bill,  la 
not  BO  obvious.  There  exists  a  delusion  on  this 
point,  which  ia  easily  removed.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  farmers  will  partici- 
pate in  the  boantiea  provided.  Bnt  every 
practical  observer  must  know  in  relation  to 
wool,  for  example,  that  a  great  m^ority  of 
the  farmers  can  produce  no  more  than  they 
consume  in  their  own  iamiliea.  It  will  be 
the  more  wealtliy  farmers,  therefore,  who  will 
realize  tbe  advantages,  snch  as  they  may  b^  of 
this  oompromise  with  the  manufacturers,  while 
the  small  farmers  and  the  whole  class  of  mero 
laborers  will  be  compelled  to  bear  the  burdens 
of  tbe  system,  such  aa  they  certainly  are,  with- 
out the  slightest  eonivalent.  No  man  has  pre- 
t«nded,  no  man  will  venture  to  assert,  that  the 
price  of  labor  will  be  increased  by  this  measure. 
That,  sir,  the  thing  which  moat  deserves  en- 
oonragement,  is  left  nnbountied  to  its  f^te.  I 
do  pronounce  it,  that  this  is  a  combination  not 
only  of  the  few  against  the  many,  bnt  of  the 
wealthy  against  tbe  poor ;  we  take  from  those 
who  have  not,  and  give  to  those  who  have.  I 
speak  with  studied  predion  when  I  say,  that 
those  who  consume  what  they  do  not  make,  are 
taxed  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  make  what 
they  do  not  consume.  These  are  the  true  an- 
tagouist  powers  of  tliis  system. 

The  experience  of  Great  Britain,  of  whose 
prosperity  we  have  had  such  extravagant  de- 
Boriptions,  famines  a  most  striking  and  conolo* 
elusive  illnstration  of  that  tendency  of  the 
protecting  system  which  I  am  now  con^dering. 
It  is  true,  tbat  Qreat  Brittdn  is  a  nation  of  vast 
power  and  resources.  To  tiie  eye  of  a  distant 
beholder,  she  undoubtedly  presents  a  splendid 
spectacle.  Bnt  history,  while  it  records  the 
achievements  of  her  policy  and  her  arms,  says 
nothing  of  the  condition  of  her  people.  If  yoo 
but  look  beyond  the  dazzling  surface,  yon  will 
see  a  vast  popidation  pushing  their  industry  to 
the  utmost  ezt«nt  of  theh:  phyrical  power,  for  a 
bare  subsistence,  to  my  nothing  of  the  gfOtX 
propordon  (about  one-sixth,  I  believe,  of  tbe 
whole  number)  who  are  abeolnl«ly  or  partially 
dependent  upon  pnblio  charity.  Tea,  sh",  the 
fkct  is  so  universally  tma  in  that  country,  that 
the  wagee  of  labor  never  rise  higher  than  to  tbe 
point  at  which  the  laborer  oan  barely  suhmat 
and  perpetuate  his  race — that  it  ia  lud  down 
by  tbe  British  writers  on  tbe  sntnect  as  a  settied 
prindple  of  poUtical  ecouomy.  If,  from  disease 
ur  other  casualty,  a  laborer  ia  unable  to  work 
for  a  week,  he  mns  the  risk  of  perishing.  It 
never  enters  into  the  calculation  of  the  British 
laborer  to  improve  hie  condition  in  life ;  and  it 
is  in  the  power  of  very  few,  even  to  lay  up  a 
pittance  for  the  foture.  Snch  is  the  condition 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Great- Brittdn, 
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who  hBTB  bMD  oharaotericed  hy  the  Speaker  as 
the  bappiest  people  on  earth,  aod  held  Dp  to  as 
tor  our  spocM  admiraUon, 

Bat,  Nr,  even  if  the  proroerity  and  bappineas 
of  Great  Britain  vere  maon  greater  thou  the^ 
are,  npon  wLat  principle  of  soond  reasotiing 
dm  tbej  be  aaonbed  to  her  BjBt«m  of  oom- 
meroial  reBtriotiooBl  I  am  read;  to  admit,  if 
gentleiDeD  desire  it,  that  her  prosperitj  is 
derived  mainlj  &om  her  manafactnres ;  but 
I  nneqniTocallf  denj  that  these  have  beea 
foBtATed  into  existence  \>j  tlie  restrictive  sjstem. 
A  few  palpable  facta  of  ber  hiator;  will  render 
tfaia  ^parent.  Which  of  her  manufaotores  liave 
been  the  great  sonroea  of  her  prosperitj? 
Tboae  of  cotton,  wool,  and  iron,  nndoubtedlj. 
Will  any  gentleman  venture  to  Bay  that  theae 
hare  derived  their  proaperity  from  the  protect- 
ive ByBt«mf  Vhere,  sir,  la  the  nation  that 
erer  for  a  moment  held  a  competidon  with 
Great  Britain  in  cotton  fabrica,  and  against 
whom,  therefore,  protection  waa  neceasary  t 
From  the  first  moment  of  its  eiietenoe,  thia 
manniiaoture  io  Great  Britain,  like  the  raw 
material  in  oar  Sonthem  Btatea,  aet  all  com- 
petition at  defiance.  Neither  ever  needed  or 
received  the  protection  of  Government.  Both 
hare  sncoeeded,  because  the  conntriee  in  which 
they  respectively  flonrish  are  peculiarly  adapted 
to  their  production.  The  same  remarks  are 
tme  (though  not  so  strikingly  trne)  in  relation 
to  mannfactares  of  wool  and  iron.  On  the 
ooDtrary,  those  mana&otnres  which  have  been 
foroed  into  eziBt«Dce  by  artificial  Btimolauts, 
are  regarded  by  all  the  enlightened  statesmen  of 
the  present  day  as  so  many  obEtaclea  to  British 
Iirosperity.  This  is  emphatically  tme  in  rela- 
tion to  the  mann&otnres  of  silk.  In  fact,  ur, 
yon  might  as  well  tell  me  that  the  mnscnlar 
energy  of  a  giant  ia  derived. from  the  fetters 
be  Bunders  into  atomo,  as  that  the  prosperity  of 
Great  Britain  ia  derived  from  her  restrictive 
syalem. 

I  will  now  offer  a  few  remarka  npon  another 
view  of  thia  SQ^ect,  to  which  our  attention 
was  called  by  the  Speaker.  He  told  qb  that 
this  Government  onght  to  pnrsne,  as  nearly  as 

Sractioable,  such  a  policy  in  relation  to  the 
ifferent  portions  of  the  Union,  as  each  of  \hoB» 
portions  would  respectively  purnue,  if  eiisting 
as  a  eeparote  confederacy.  Let  ns  then  inquire 
vhat  woald  be  the  relative  aitnation  of  the  prin- 
cipal subdivisions  of  the  Union,  if  each  were  free 
to  legislate  for  itself.  And  I  will  first  examine 
the  probable  condition  of  that  subdivsion  which 
the  Speaker  himself  represents — the  Western 
oonntry.  If  that  region  were  separated  from  the 
rest  of  the  Union,  and  formed  a  distinct  con- 
federacy, how  would  it  stand  in  relation  to  this 
very  qneBlJonT  It  wonld  derive  its  Bupplies  of 
foreign  mannfactured  principally  tbrough  the 
Atlantic  States.  I  presom^  it  wonld,  becanse 
it  has  done  so  lieretofore,  and  it  would  continne 
to  be  the  interest  of  the  people  to  do  so. 
What  would  he  the  resnltt  What  power 
iroold  thej  have  in  regulating  tbe  impoata 
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apon  foreign  merchandise,  and  how  oonld 
these  imposts  affect  their  intereetAf  It  ia 
obvioos  that  they  would  have  no  agency  in 
regnlating  the  tariff  of  duties,  and  would  yet 
have  to  pay.  Indirectly,  the  amount  of  tboM 
duties,  in  the  increased  price  of  imported 
art:cles  they  wonld  consume.  In  a  irota,  th« 
Western  States  would  be  tributary  to  the 
Atlantic  States.  When,  therefore,  the  gentle- 
mea  from  the  West  called  upon  us  to  adopt  this 
measure  for  their  benefit — a  benefit  whicn  I  am 
sure  they  will  never  realize — they  required  na 
to  do  what  they  could  not  themselves  do,  even  if 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  Union,  unleaa 
indeed  they  would  cut  off  all  commercial  inter- 
course, not  only  with  Europe,  but  with  the 
Atlantic  States  also.  But  bow  would  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  by  the  Speaker  operate  upon 
a  Southern  portion  of  our  Union  t  If  that  were 
a  separate  confederacy,  (which  God  forbid  that 
it  ever  should  bel)  what  power  coiddreetrain  it 
from  pursuing  its  own  moat  obvious  and  de- 
cided interests,  by  having  a  Iree  and  imre- 
stricted  intercourse  with  Enrope  t  And  when 
we  are  about  to  be  deprived  of  thisnatural  rights 
and  to  see  our  interests  immolated  at  the  shrine 
of  a  voracious  idol,  which  devours  every  thing, 
and  prodncee  nothing,  it  ought  not  to  he  a  sub- 
ject of  surprise  that  we  oppose  the  measure  as 
a  direct  invasion  of  our  woet  essential  rights. 
And,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  give  an  opinion  as 
to  the  trae  interests  of  another  portion  of  the 
Union,  I  would  say,  most  oonfidentjy,  that,  if  New 
York  wore  a  separate  State,  this  nouldheamost 
unwise  and  minous  policy  for  her  to  pursue. 
For,  if  there  be  a  State  iu  the  Union  more  in- 
terest^ ia  foreign  commerce  than  any  other,  it 
is  New  York;  and  I  will  add,  if  there  be  one 
more  interested  than  all  others,  in  the  cotton 
trade  of  the  South,  that,  also,  is  New  York. 
Tea,  sir,  that  commerce  which  the  majority  of 
her  representatives  now  seem  to  contenm,  is  the 
tme  source  of  her  prosperity  and  greatneea; 
and  there  ia  no  portion  of  tbat  commerce  so 
important  as  that  which  this  measure  is  calcu- 
lated to  Jeopardise,  if  not  to  destroy — th« 
carrying  trade  of  the  South.  Without  thia, 
the  city  of  New  York,  the  preat  emporium 
of  the  Union,  would  be  deprived  of  half  tts 
wealth,  and  shorn  of  half  its  splendor.  And 
here,  «r,  I  will  say  a  word  or  two  in  relation 
to  a  view  of  this  subject,  which  seems  to  have 
great  weight  with  tlie  gentlemen  who  repreeeot 
the  interior  of  the  State  of  New  York.  They 
t>elieve  that,  by  rearing  up  manufactoriea,  they 
will  create  a  market  for  their  grain :  but,  do 
they  cot  perceive,  that  commerce  furnishea  s 
market  for  this  article,  much  more  extenava 
than  they  can  reasonably  anticipate  from  the 
manufactories  they  can  create  1  The  city  of 
New  York  alone,  nourished  and  sustained  bj 
the  very  commerce  which  this  bill  is  calculated 
to  destroy,  creates,  by  its  consomption,  a  more 
extensive  market  for  the  grun  of  tlie  interior 
than  will  be  created  by  all  the  mannfacturing 
establidunents  which  this  ^atem  will  bring 
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into  eziBtenoe  in  half  a  oeDtniy.  Indeed,  this 
ide*  of  obtaining  a  market  for  grain,  ^j  forcing 
mBimftctDres  into  eiifrtence — an  idea  which 
lua  made  a  very  strong  iinpreasion  apon  the 
fiuniing  interest  in  the  Uiddle  and  Weetem 
States — can  nayer  be  realized,  bnt  to  a  very 
moderate  extent.  In  the  existing  olate  of  the 
arts,  manobctaree  are  made  principally  by 
mK^ineiy,  which  consnmea  no  grain — so  that 
It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  going  too  tax  to  mj, 
that  the  igeiita  directly  and  iodiractl  j  employed, 
by  conmieroe,  in  supplying  the  coontry  with  a 
pTen  qnantity  of  foreign  mannfuctiiree,  con- 
■nme  aa  much  of  the  prodacts  of  the  soil,  aa 
wonld  be  eonsomed.  by  the  agents  who 
woold  be  employed  in  the  fabrication  of 
the  same  qiuotjty  of  domeetia  mann&o- 
tnr«a. 

While  considering  the  <^ration  of  this  mess- 
nre  upon  the  several  divisions  and  interests  of 
tbe  Uaion,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excosed  for  repeat- 
ing, with  a  view  to  further  iliostration,  an  idea 
which  I  adTonced  at  an  early  stage  of  the  dis- 
coaaion  upon  the  detwls  of  this  measnre,  the 
DMrectnew  of  which,  however,  has  been  sinee 
repeatedly  denied.  I  stated,  ud  I  now  delilMr' 
ately  repeat  it,  that  the  cotton  of  the  Bonthem 
States,  the  great  sonroe  of  onr  proiperity,  oon- 
■titntiiiK  one-third  of  the  whole  export  of  the 
Dnion,  bss  reached  that  critical  pomt  in  the 
eompetition  with  foreign  cottons,  when  any 
material  derangement  of  oor  commercial  rela- 
tions with  Great  Britain  most  inevitably  expose 
vstotha  hazard  of  losing  the  market  of  that 
eonntry,  at  least  to  a  very  considerable  extent 
If  we  cease  to  take  the  mann&ctares  of  Great 
Britain,  she  will  aasnredly  oease  to  take  onr 
aotton  to  the  same  extent.  It  is  a  settled  prin- 
ciple of  bw  policy — a  principle  not  only  wise 
hot  MsentJal  to  her  existence — to  pnrobase  &om 
those  nations  who  receive  her  mannfactnree,  in 
pTeference  to  those  who  do  not.  Yon  have, 
liereU>fore,  l>een  her  Ijeat  customers,  and  there- 
lore  it  baa  been  her  polity  to  pnrohaae  onr  cot^ 
ton  to  the  foil  extent  of  our  demand  for  her 
WMUinfactnrw.  Bnt,  ssy  gentlemen,  Great  Bri- 
tun  does  not  pnrchase  our  cotton  from  afiee- 
tim,  but  interest.  I  grant  it,  sir,  and  that  is  the 
very  reason  of  my  decided  hostility  to  a  system 
which  will  make  it  her  interest  to  pnrchase  from 
other  eoantries  than  onr  own.  tt  is  her  interest 
to  parchaee  cotton,  even  at  a  higher  pricse,  from 
thOM  coantriee  which  receive  her  mannfactares 
in  exchange.  It  is  better  for  her  to  give  a  little 
more  for  ootton,  than  to  obtain  nothing  for  her 
manofactares.  It  will  be  remarked,  that  the 
iitnalion  of  Great  Britain  is,  in  this  respect, 
widely  different  from  that  of  the  nnit«d  States. 
The  powers  of  her  soU  have  been  already 
poshed  very  nearly  to  the  maximnm  of  their 
prodactiveness.  The  prodnotiveness  of  her 
manabctures,  on  the  contrary,  fs  aa  milimited 
•s  the  demand  of  the  whole  world.  She,'  there- 
fore, has  no  choice  of  pursuits.  Her  Hurplos 
capital  and  labor  most  be  directed  to  numu- 
betHTM,  or  remain  idle  and  miprodnctive.    A 


demand  for  her  mann&otnres  is,  then,  from  tlie 
very  necessity  of  her  condition,  the  primary 
consideration,  to  which  every  other  must  be 
subservient  in  the  regnlation  of  her  commeroial 
relations.  To  say,  therefore,  that  aha  will  cm- 
tinne  to  purchase  oor  ootton,  becaose  ahe  can 
get  it  ft  little  che^wr  than  other  cottons,  after 
we  have  ceased  to  porohsse  her  fflanulactoree, 
is  to  suppose  that  ^e  will  be  utterly  blind  to 
her  own  necessities ;  that  she  will,  in  fac^ 
abandon^  where  it  is  most  indispensable,  that 
very  pohcy  which  the  friends  of  this  hill  now 
oall  upon  us  to  adopt,  in  a  spirit  of  reckless  spec- 
nlation,  without  considering  that  our  circnm- 
ataaeea  are  the  very  reverse  of  those  which 
render  snch  a  policy  necessary  to  Great  Briton. 
In  laot,  tax,  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  is  not, 
as  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose,  to  seenre  the 
A«nM  bnt  the/i»r«tpn  market  for  ber  mannfao- 
tures.  The  former  she  has  without  an  effort 
It  is  to  attain  the  latter  that  all  her  policy  and 
enterprise  are  brought  into  requisition.  The 
mannfactoree  of  that  country  are  the  basis  of  her 
oommeroe ;  onr  mannfactnres,  on  the  contrary, 
are  to  be  the  deetmotion  of  onr  oommeroe. 
And  yet,  in  a  spirit  of  blind  and  undiscriniinat- 
ing  imitation,  we  are  called  upon  to  follow  Uie 
example  of  Great  Britain,  by  adopting  a  polli^ 
which  will  produce  a  result  precisely  the  oppo- 
site of  that  which  she  has  experienced  ot  her 
policy;  or,  in  other  words,  we  are  required  to 
adopt,  in  deference  to  British  wisdom,  a  system 
the  very  reverse  of  that  which  British  pdicy 
would  pursue,  under  the  same  ciroumstanoeaf 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that,  in  pursuance  of  the 
policy  of  forcing  her  manufactures  into  foreiga 
markets,  she  wuL  if  deprived  of  a  large  porticm 
of  our  CDStom,  direct  all  her  eSbrts  to  Sonth 
America.  That  country  abounds  in  a  soil  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  production  of  cotton, 
and  will,  for  a  century  to  come,  import  her 
manufaoturee  from  foreign  countriee.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  obvious  tliat  Ch^eat 
Britain  will  use  every  effort  to  stimulate  the 
industry  of  South  America,  by  the  various  com- 
mercial advantages  she  has  it  in  her  powtf  to 
present,  and  to  imtke  up,  by  this  new  trade,  the 
loss  she  will  have  sustained  iu  being  deprived 
of  ours.  But  I  must  hasten  to  bring  my  re- 
marks to  a  oonclnston,  leet  I  should  exbanat 
that  indulgent  patience  which,  I  fear,  I  have 
already  taxed  too  severdy.  A  few  words,  and 
I  ahall  have  done. 

It  would  be  some  consolation  to  me,  air,  if  I 
oould  l>elieve  that  the  heavy  impositions,  which 
must  operate  so  oppressively  upon  the  part  of 
tlie  Union  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  would 
produce  an  equivalent  benefit  to  other  portions 
of  the  Union.  If  my  constttuenta  must  be  sacri- 
ficed, it  would  in  some  degree  soothe  their  in- 
jured feelings,  if  they  could  have  tbiseicuse,  at 
least,  for  quietly  subraiUing  to  their  fate,  hard 
as  it  is,  and  ui^ust  as  they  believe  it  to  be.  But 
even  this  hiimble  consolation  is  denied  ns.  We 
are  doomed  to  suffer,  under  a  dear  oonviction, 
tbat  onr  sufferings  will  adnduister  no  relief  to 
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be  made  the  Tiotoms  of  a  ayateni  "whioli  not 
enrioheth  them,  but  makea  us  poor  indeed  " — a 
Bfatem  which  wages  war,  not  againat  oni*  ene- 
mies, bnt  oar  friends;  not  against  the  hostile 
Isolations  of  other  oonntries,  bat  assinHt  the 
advaittBges  of  oar  natural  position  in  tiie  world, 
and  the  munificent  boanties  of  aoall'WiseProT- 
idenoe — a  Hystem  which  has  ori(finated  in 
content,  and  must  inevitabl;  end  in  disappoint- 
ment. Agatnat  ench  a  system  I  do  moat  sol- 
emnly protest,  as  a  palpable  inTOsiun  of  those 
righta  and  intereatB  which  I  am  charsed  to 
d^endand  protect.  And  I  do  beseech  its  ad- 
Tooatea,  as  they  regard  the  principles  of  jnatioe, 
tlie  intereeta  of  the  Bepobho,  or  the  matnal 
good  will  of  its  members,  tA  pansa  before  they 
give  this  bin  the  irrevocable  sanction  of  their 
final  vote.  TS,  however,  they  should  pass  it, 
even  with  &  ni^ority  of  a  single  rot^  I  shall,  aa 
Imnnd  by  my  aUeg^ce,  enbmit  to  it  as  one  of 
the  laws  of  my  oonntry.  I  have  endeavored, 
with  zeal  and  fidelity,  to  discharge  my  doty  aa 
a  Be^resentative.  Itmstlahall  neverbe  fonnd 
wanting  in  my  duty  as  a  citizen.  I  mast  take 
leave,  however,  to  say  one  parting  word  to  the 
antbors  of  tills  measure;!  thank  God  that,  if 
mine  ta  to  be  the  snfibring^  thein  will  be  the 


lien  Ur.  MoDuffis  had  conclnded — 

tb.  Mabkut,  of  PeonsylTania,  roae,  not,  he 
said,  to  make  a  sneech  upon  the  bill,  althongh 
BQch  had  originally  been  bis  intention;  bnt  he 
thought,  aAer  so  long  a  diaoasBion,  the  Hoaae 
mnst  be  ready  and  anxions  to  t^e  the  final 
qoeation  on  the  bill.  He  therefcnv  moved  a 
oaQ  of  the  Honse. 

After  the  call  was  ooDdaded,  the  doorn  were 
eloaed ;  foor  members  only  were  fonnd  to  be  ab- 
sent 

Hr.  SnwuT  then  moved  to  dispense  with 
aH  fbrther  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  call : 
his  motion  waa  carried. 

Ur.  Tbimble,  of  Eentacky,  rose  to  oall  for  tlie 
previons  qneation.  Ee  said  he  thought  the 
present  a  proper  time  to  finiah  the  delate.  It 
was  known  that  one  member  was  attending, 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  phyriaians,  and 
two  or  three  others  oontrarj  to  the  advice  of 
prudence.  He  admitted  that  some  oonrt^ay  was 
due  to  those  who  wanted  to  speak,  bat  much 
more,  he  thon^t,  was  dne  to  those  whose 
sense  of  duty  had  brought  them  to  the  House 
from  nek  beds.  He  was  one  of  those  who  had 
intended  to  present  his  views  of  the  aaljjeot 
before  Qte  finsl  qnestion  was  taken,  and  some 
filings  had  been  said  on  yesterday  which  called 
for  a  reply  from  the  fHends  of  the  bill ;  bnt  he 
had  predetermined  to  waive  his  right  to  do  so, 
and  hoped  that  gentlemen  on  both  sides  wonld 
oonsent  to  close  the  discussion.  No  tariff  had 
ctrer  been  debated  in  cold  blood,  and  the  old 
members  wonld  support  him  in  saying,  tliat  the 
debate  on  the  present  bill  was  marked  with 
non  t«mpersnoe  thui  on  fbrmer  oooasioDS. 
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He  hoped  it  would  terminate  in  the  same  spirit 
of  rooderation  and  forbearsnce  that  had  marked 
its  progress.  He  assured  the  Honse  that  he 
made  the  call  under  a  sense  of  daty,  but  in  the 
ftill  spirit  of  deferfflice  for  those  who  mi^t 
oppose  it. 

The  call  was  sostained — 101  members  voting 
in  favor  of,  and  88  against  it 

Ur.  RisiMLTH  rose  and  demanded  another 
ooant 

The  Ohaib,  in  pnrsnance  of  a  mle  of  the 
House,  then  i^ipointed  Uessra.  JUkdolph  and 
Tatlob  as  tellers ;  and  the  memtrers  on  each 


&vor  of  the  previouc  question  108,  against 

ites. 

Bo  the  Honse  determined  in  favor  of  the  {de- 
vious question. 
U.  Webstib  then  rose.    He  said  he  had  been 

waiting  in  the  House  for  several  days,  laboring 
Quder  severe  indisposition,  iu  order  to  make  a 
motion  in  relation  to  this  bill,  which  was  of 
vital  importance  to  his  constituents;  but  as  ha 
had  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  do  it,  ha 
moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  lie  npon  tho 
table.  Upon  this  qneaUon  he  requested  tho 
yeas  and  i^ays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  aooordingly  ordered ; 
and  the  House  renised  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table — ^yeas  68,  nays  110. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  to 
wit:  Bnall  the  msin  question  be  now  pott 
and  passed  in  the  aSlrmative  —  yeas  110, 
nays  97. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit ; 
BhaU  the  bill  passt  and  pa^ed  in  the  afBrma- 
1jve~yeas  107,  nays  103,  as  follows: 

TiAB. — Heasn.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Temieaaee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Connectiout,  Birtley,  Be«cher, 
Bndley,  Brown,  Bucbauan,  Back,  Buckner,  Cadj, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Callias,  Condict, 
Ciwk,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Cddy, 
Edmrds  of  PenDsylTuiia,  Ellis,  Farrellj,  Findlay, 
Forward,  GarriBou,  Gailay,  Harris,  Hajden,  Hemp- 
bill,  Henry,  Bcrkimcr,  Hokombe,  Houeton,  Jen- 
kins, Johnson  of  Tirginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
SOD,  Eidder,  Ercmer,  Lawrence,  LeCcber,  Little, 
McArthur,  HcEeao,  HcKim,  UcLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallarj,  Markley,  Martlndale, 
Marvin,  Hatlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Uiller,  HilcbeU 
oF  Pemisylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Hoore  of 
Kentucky,  HorgSD,  PattersoQ  of  FennsvlvaniaL, 
Patieiwjn  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  PennsjlTWiia,  Prince, 
JUcliards,  Bicb,  Rogers,  Rose,  Roos,  Scott,  Sharpe, 
Sloan,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Stom,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  S;ck,  Teat,  Thompson  of 
Kentnekj,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
ndree,  Tance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Tan 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittleaej, 
White,  WicklifTe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

KiTS. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia, 
Alien  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
Bajlica,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett, 
Basaett,  Blair,  Breck,  Bi^nt,  Buriei^h,  Burton, 
Cambreleng,  Carof^ell  of  South  Carobna,  Carter, 
Gary,  Cobb,  Cocka,  Conner,  Crowidnahield,  Culp^H 
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H^TVud,  Herrick,  Hobut,  HogebcKim,  Hoou, 
laacka,  Kent,  Latbrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln, 
iJtebfield,  Litennore,  LivinKstoa,  Locke,  LongTel- 
low,  HcCoT,  HcDoffie,  HcKee,  Uan^m,  Uercer, 
Moore  of  Altbupt,  KeiJe,  NelsoD,  NewtoD,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Flnmer  of  New  Hampshire,  FoinKtt,  Ran- 
dolph, Bankin,  Seed,  Reynolda,  Riret,  gaunden, 
6uidfi»<  Sibler,  Arthur  Smith,  Aleiaader  BedtUi, 
WDBan  Smhh,  Spught,  Bpenca,  Btaodefer,  i..  8te- 
Tensoa,  J.  Stepheoson,  TeWerro,  Tattnall,  Tbomp- 
■on  of  GeoT^  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
CwoBna,  Tance  of  Nortli  Carolina,  WarSeld,  Web- 
Mer,  Whipple,  mUiama  of  New  ToA,  WiUiami  of 
Tininia,  Willianu  of  North  Carolio*,  Mid  WUsod 
ofaoat)^  Carolin*. 

Orde^ti,  That  Qie  (itle  be  "An  act  to  amend 
tbe  wtotbI  acta  imposmg  dntiea  on  imports," 
mod  that  the  Olerk  do  oany  tha  ioid  bill  to  the 
Senate  to  ask  their  concmrence  therein. 


HoHSAT,  April  19. 
Addrai  ^  Iftnum  Edwarii. 

The  SrsAKXR  communicated  to  the  Honse  sn 
addn^  of  Nioian  Edwards,  late  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States.  fh>m  the  State  of  Illinois, 
eomplwmng  that  iqjDstioe  has  been  done  him  in 
&  T^>OTt  from  the  Secretarj  of  the  Treasory, 
Koompanjiog  the  coireepondence  between  the 
IVcasarT-  I)epartment  and  the  banks  in  the  dif- 
ferent States,  upon  the  snl^ect  of  the  deponte 
d  pnblio  money  in  saad  banks ;  ezcnipating 
hinMelf,  and  also  prefening  certain  charges 
against  the  s^d  Secretary. 

[The  "Addrese"  Is  of  great  length,  and  is  dated 
■t  Wheelings  Ti^inla,  April  S,  1824,  and  was  sent 
back  friMn  that  place,  Mr.  Edwards  being  then  on 
Us  way  to  tbe  City  of  Heiico,  as  minister  to  that 
new  r«pablic.  The  lubstance  of  his  long  "  Addresa  " 
wai  condensed  in  the  coaolonOD  to  £i  ipecifio  ac- 
cosatEons,  prefaced  and  terminated  with  some  ei- 
BOSBtoTT  and  deprecatory  remarks,  and  with  the 
hold  aTowal  that  be  wal  the  author  of  certain  pub- 
Bcaiions,  known  as  the  "A,  B.  plot,"  In  which  the 
Mme  accnaatlonl  had  prerioDilj  appeared.  The 
faOowing  is  this  conelosion :] 

I  regret  to  have  to  say  to  your  h6Qorable  body, 
Aat  both  the  state  of  my  health,  and  the  want  of 
tIaM,  absehUely  compel  me,  most  reluctantly,  to 
don  thie  investigation  of  Mr.  CrawfoTd's  well-timed 
statement  against  me.  In  this  gitoalion,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you,  for  further  facU,  of  which  I  might, 
onder  more  ta*orable  drcnmBtances,  fairly  and 
saceessfully  avail  myself,  to  a  fisw  of  the  publica- 
tions under  the  dgnatnre  of  "A.  B.,"  herewith 
tnnnaltled. 

Avowing  myedf  the  author  of  these  publications, 
snd,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  unimportant  typo- 
graphical errors,  and  a  mere  verbal  inaecoracy  in 
rtgud  to  the  time  of  a  certain  report's  b^g  made, 
~    "~  ;  beliMe  yoor  honorable  body,  and  the 


uun  Edieardt.  -    [H.  OF  B. 

nation,  that  the  faeta  the;  allege  are  subetantially 
true,  I  do  most  respectfully  solicit  that  they  may  be 
taken  as  a  part  of,  and  be  printed  with,  Uiia  oom- 
municatioa.  In  order  to  etrengthen  my  claim  to 
this  indoleence,  combining  sU  the  rights  of  defence, 
of  accusation,  and  of  SHkiDg  for  Inveat^tion,  which 
can  entitle  ma,  as  a  citizen  of  tbe  United  States,  or 
ui  officer  of  their  Government,  to  appear  before 
your  honorable  body,  I  do  expressly  stats : 

1.  That  tbe  honorable  William  H.  Crawford,  Se^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  has  mismanaged  the  nation* 
alfHinds. 

2.  That  he  has  received  a  large  amount  of  unenr- 
rent  notes  from  certain  banks,  in  part  discharge  of 
their  debts  to  the  Uuited  States,  contrary  to  tbe 
resolution  of  Congress  of  ISIB. 

S.  That,  being  called  on  by  a  resolution  of  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  to  state  the  amount  of 
nncunent  notes  wbioh  he  rec^ved  from  these 
banica,  he  has  misstated  it,  making  it  less  than  M 
realty  was. 

i.  That  he  has,  in  bis  report  to  the  House,  mis- 
represented tbe  obligations  of  these  banks,  or  some 
one  of  ttiem,  at  least,  and  predicated  thereon  an  In- 
deftodble  excnae  for  his  conduct  in  receiving  tliasa 


).  That  he  has  acted  iU^ally,  In  a  variety  of  In- 
Bunces,  bj  making  and  continuing  deposits  of 
public  money  in  certain  local  banks,  without  mak- 
ing report  thereof  to  Congresa,  according  to  law; 

B.  That  he  has,  in  several  instances,  withheld  in- 
formation and  letters,  called  for  by  the  House,  and 
which  it  was  ilia  duty  to  have  communicated. 

HU  OnfA.— Let  It  speak  for  itseUL 

For  specificaUona  of  these  statements,  I  oSti  the 
poblications  under  the  signature  of  A.  B.,  above 
mentioned,  and  this  communication ;  and,  for  proof, 
I  ofler  that  which  they  respectfully  refer  to. 

AU  this  I  do  defensirely ;  for,  if  the  bets  stated 
be  true,  no  rational  man  can  doubt  that  they  must 
weaken,  at  least,  the  force  of  Mr.  Orawford's  stat^ 
menta  agiinat  me. 

I  will  not  charge  iilm  with  bad  Intentioos  In  any 
of  those  acts.  It  is  more  property  the  duty  of  otl^ 
ers  to  inquire  into  and  judge  of  that  matter.  I  do 
not  ask  for  sn  invesUgation  of  hia  conduct.  Snch 
a  request  ought  more  naturallv  to  b«  looked  for 
irom  himself.  But  I  will  say,  that  M,  beinr  an  olB- 
cer  of  the  same  Government  under  which  he  holds 
hia  office,  I  have  wilful^  and  maliciously  miarepr^ 
tented  Mm,  in  tbe  aii  foregoing  allegationa,  it  is  a 
misdemeanor  that  would  prove  me  unworthy  of  the 
~      I  hold.    I  invite  him,  or  any  of  his  fHenda,  to 


absence,  to  submit  to  an  Inveatlgation  thereof  by 
either  or  both  Houses  of  Congreee,  and  to  abide  by 
the  decldon  thereupon.  If  thla  propoaition  is  de- 
clined, I  traat  we  shall  have  no  more  canting  about 
ao  "A.  B.  plot."  As  to  myael^  I  fear  not  the  cod- 
sequencea  of  any  fair  InvestigntioD,  for  I  know  I 
shall  bo  able,  whatever  may  be  the  result,  to  Justify 
myself  to  the  nation.  And  never  having  obtained 
any  oBIce  by  the  slightest  aacriSce  of  independence, 
I  never  will  owe  tbe  holdingof  one  to  reluctant  fo^ 
bearaace,  or  the  courtesy  of  my  enemlea. 

I  will  only  add,  that,  if  any  attempt  ahauld  here- 
after be  made,  meanly  to  take  advantage  of  my  ab- 
sence, by  those  who  have  forbome  to  attack  me 
when  I  could  bare  had  an  opportnni^  of  defending 
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myself,  T  must  beg  of  ^or  booarable  bodj,  »nd  the 
n&CioD,  to  snapeod  jour  opinioiu,  and  to  be  uaured 
tbftt  there  shall  be  no  aToidsble  delAT  in  Tindicit- 
ing  myself.  I  have  In  reserre  much  matter  of 
defensiTe  accusUloii,  and  should  most  certsfnlj 
hare  ioTiMd  jour  attention  to  the  report  concern- 
log  the  Seceivere  of  Public  Honeys  at  Buntsrille, 
and  other  matterB  of  no  lass  Importance,  had  Ume 
permitted 

HINIAN  EDWABDS. 
WBUUira,  Va.,  April  S,  18S4. 

Some  deanltory  conTersation  took  place,  as 
to  tbo  proper  coarse  to  be  taken  with  tiiis  com- 
monication,   between    Keaars.   A.   Stitkssok, 

lYoTD,    COTHBIBT,    tTngMgll^    TdiOT,    MoLAKB, 

of  Delaware,  and  Wakfibui. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  laj  the  memorial  on  the 
table. 

Hr.  Tdokkb,  of  Yir^nia,  moved  that  the  ad' 
dreas  and  occompanyiiig  papers,  be  priDt«d,  de- 
•iriiiK  to  see  the  whole  trotJi,  wbateTer  it  might 
be.  llr.  WABnxLD  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  address,  and  the  Olerk  proceeded  accord- 
ing to  read  it. 

Tbb  readinff  had  contdnaad  about  half  an 
hoar,  when,  toe  addreaa  not  haricg  been  gone 
more  than  half  through,  Mr.  Waioibld  said  he 
was  BBtiefled  as  to  the  character  of  the  paper, 
and  did  not  wiah  the  time  of  the  House  to  be 
taken  op  with  it  longer,  as  it  woold  obvionslj 
re<juire  considerable  time.  Mr.  BconASAH  in- 
quired what  the  object  of  the  memorialist  was, 
or  whether  he  requested  any  thing  specifically 
of  the  House?  Mr.  Moobk,  of  Alabama,  re- 
qnired  tliat  the  reading  should  proceed. 

The  reading  having  been  finished — 

Mr.  TccKKtt,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  was  free  to 
declare,  now  iiieX  be  nad  heard  the  memorial 
r«ad,  that  the  style  and  temper  in  which  it  was 
written,  manifested  go  much  personal  and  party 
feeling,  that  ho  should  then  withdraw  his  mo- 
'  J  print,  but  for  one  consideration.     It  is 


morial,  stands  in  a  very  peculiar  relation  to  the 
public,  and  that  every  thing  which  concerns 
his  character,  in  the  smallest  degree,  will  be 
regarded  with  the  liveliest  interest  by  the  peo- 
ple of  this  conntnr.  Sir,  we  are  bound  to  rep- 
resent, not  merely  the  interest  of  the  people, 
but  their  feelings  too ;  and  they  will  not  be 
satisfied  if  this  sccnsation  is  prevented  from 
going  abroad  to  the  world.  This  was  all  I 
meant,  in  s^ing  I  wished  the  whole  truth  to 
oome  out  I  was  far  from  meaning  to  imply, 
that  any  gentleman  was  not  willing  to  have  a 
flill  investigation  of  the  suWect,  Mr.  T.  re- 
marked that,  although  that  House  ought  not  to 
be  made  the  vehicle  of  private  calumny  and 
detraction,  nor  be  the  theatre  on  which  indi- 
viduals, however  elevated  they  may  be,  should 
settle  their  oontroversiea,  yet,  when  it  was  re- 
collected how  Bontitive,  how  tremblingly  alive 
the  people  were  to  every  thing  which  affected 
the  oharacters  of  those  who  stood  ta  the  same 
nJjticn  to  the  pnblio  at  the  ofBcer  irho  was 


now  accused,  he  thougU:  the  whole  of  the 
charges  brought  against  him  ought  to  be  pub- 
lishM,  If  these  chaises  deserved  the  charac- 
ter of  malignity  imputed  to  them  by  hia  wor- 
thy colleague,  (Mr.  Flots,)  and  he  was  not 
now  disposed  to  contest  the  matter  with  him, 
or  to  give  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  that  ma- 
li^ity  would  recoil  upon  its  author.  Mr.  T. 
said  he  had  unshaken  confidence  in  the  charac- 
ter and  integrity  of  the  distinguished  officer 
who  had  been  ^ns  attacked,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  on  thia,  as  on  all  other  occasions, 
the  accusatioiifi  against  him  would  prove  to  be 
false  and  unfounded.  He  must,  howew,  per* 
sist  in  his  motion  for  printing. 

Mr.  Webstkb  observed,  Uiat  in  the  preaent 
delicate  affur,  the  first  duty  of  Congress  wae^ 
to  look  to  its  own  course,  and  preserve  its  own 
digni^.  He  had  no  idea  that  this  House  was 
to  be  converted  into  an  arena  on  which  promi- 
nent political  men  were  to  carry  on  their  per- 
sonal contests ;  or  a  mere  instrument,  through 
its  power  to  order  papers  to  be  printed,  of  giv- 
ing publicity  to  any  thing  they  might  choose  to 
write  ag^nst  each  other.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  who  had  made  the  motion  to 
irint,  did  not  intend  to  follow  sp  that  motion 
ly  any  other,  he  should  certainly  oppose  it — 
a  the  only  legitimate  end  of  printing  papers  in 
thb  House-was  for  information  of  members  of 
the  Honse,  and  not  to  spread  it  through  the 
nation.  Bat,  if  any  motion  should  be  made  for 
a  committee  of  investigation,  it  should  have  hia 
support ;  and  if  Che  present  motion  to  print, 
was  only  preparatory  to  such  a  measure,  he 
should  not  object  to  it,  thongh  he  conld  not 
conuder  it  as  very  necessary. 

Mr.  FiOTD,  of  Tirpnia,  said,  that  when  he 
made  the  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table,  he  had  done  so,  because  it  was  the  asnal 
course  with  snch  papers ;  but,  since  it  bad  been 
read,  he  was  disposed  to  have  it  examined, 
not,  he  said,  because  it  purported  to  be  a  de- 
fence, but  because  it  contained  specific  charges 
ag^st  one  of  our  officers.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was 
opposed  to  the  printing  of  the  memorial,  until 
it  could  be  eiamined  by  a  committee,  and  de- 
termined, on  more  reflecdon  and  investigation, 
what  ought  to  be  done.  This  was  due  to  the 
charges  made.  As  to  the  rest  of  the  extraor- 
dinary production,  said  Hi.  F.,  it  cannot  be 
animadverted  upon  in  torms  anitable  to  it.  The 
charges  appear  to  contain  nothing  bnt  a  reiter- 
ation of  those  made  by  the  A.  B.  conspirator* ; 
did  I  think  the  aathor  of  that  plot  would 
e  ever  had  the  anblnahing  efilrontery  to  ac- 
knowledge himself  such.  This  lago,  however, 
has  chosen  to  acknowledge  the  fact,  and  reiter- 
ate the  charges  formerly  made,  and  seems  to 
think,  that  his  late  steticn  as  Senator,  and  hia 
recent  appointment  by  the  PreNdent,  aa  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  will  give  a  more 
imposing  character  to  the  plot,  and  that,  under 
the  sanction  of  his  own  name,  with  the  author- 
ity of  office,  that  may  now  be  cffectoated, 
which  the  anoDTmoui  writer  foiled  to  do. 


S1SM.J 
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E^my  member  of  the  laat  Congress,  said  Ur. 
¥^  will  recollect  that  two  several  comtnitteea 
were  ^tpoLnted  to  investigate  this  matter ;  and 
ererj  one  tlien  seemed  to  consider  that  attack 
ma  the  moat  iafamooB  conepirac;  that  was  ever 
formed  ags^nst  the  repatation  of  anj  man.  I 
km  nnviUing  that  this  House  should  become 
the  theabe  for  anj  poUtical  juggler,  or  the 
jMreoa  where  iadiridaails  can  oome  to  a^ust 
their  disputes.  I  have  too  high  a  respect  for 
tfafl  dignitr  of  the  Honse,  and,  I  trust,  for  jaj- 
aelf ;  but,  as  there  is  a  speoiflo  charge,  that  ma; 
be  attended  to,  I  am  willing  to  investigate  it ; 
though  I  will  not  admit  that,  because  he  hsa 
been  a  Senator,  is  now  a  Minister  to  Mezioo, 
tad  eniojing  the  confidence  of  the  President, 
that,  therefore,  his  statements  are  to  be  re- 
eeived  as  he  would  wish  them.  The  writer  has 
not  justified  himself  or  defended  himself  Arom 
chai^eH,  which  he  says  were  made  against  him, 
bat  has  cast  impntalions  npon  all  who  seem  to 
have  been  in  the  way  of  his  ori^al  design, 
which  has  been  pnrsaed  with  perUnaoions  ma- 
lignity. Were  mis  man's  request  allowed,  and 
his  calnmniea  printed  bj  the  Hoose,  woold  it 
not  be  right  to  receive  and  print  also  the  de- 
fence of  Mr.  Dickios,  or  asj  other  citizen! 
Whj  has  he  left  the  snbject  of  hia  own  defence, 
to  attack  the  character  of  Mr.  Diokina !  That 
eootd  not  have  been  necessary.  Ur.  Biokins 
has  a  right  to  be  heard  as  well  as  a  Minister  to 
Mexico,  as,  I  tmst,  everr  other  American  aitd- 
len  has,  withont  regard  to  station,  and  when 
the  two  former  committees  of  this  Honae  inves- 
tigat«d  this  matter,  his  character  was  admitted 
b;  all  to  be  good,  and  entirely  nneiceptiooable. 
1,  too,  hsva  heard  this  of  him  ever  since  I  have 
been  in  Congress,  though  I  should  not  know 
him,  were  we  to  meet  in  the  street ;  and,  all 
agree,  that  he  has  discharged  his  ofQoial  duties 


with  honestj  and  attention,  which  is,  i 
opinion,  do  small  recommendation. 


my 


Why  has  this  Minister  to  Mexico,  who  enjoys 
tlie  confidence  of  the  President,  left  the  sub- 
ject of  his  defence,  and  referred  to  the  subject 
ai  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  by  a  man 
who  was  the  friend  of  Mr.  Crawford  t  Is  he 
to  be  accountable  too  for  his  friend's  conduct  ? 
Idonot  knowany  thing  of  that  matter,  said  Mr, 
¥„  bat  this  I  know,  that  one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  suffered  by  that  attack,  of  which  that  me- 
morial  reiterates  a  part,  has  been  here  demand- 
ing reparation  for  wrongs  suffered  in  that 
affitir;  I  know  him,  too,  to  be  an  hooorable 
man,  and  that  he  will  have  that  matter  adjust- 
ed. His  preaenoe  here  was  known,  I  presnme, 
to  the  Minister  to  Mexico,  and  he  should  then 
lutve  taken  np  this  oart  of  his  subject.  One 
wonld  think,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  the  object  ol 
this  politiosl  Caliban  was  more  extennve  than 
tnerelr  to  do  himself  jnstioe,  or  his  scope 
would  not  have  been  so  broad.  The  A.  B.  eon- 
q>irator,  however,  ooght  not  to  have  again 
attempted  to  consummate  the  object  of  his 
wishes,  after  he  ha/L,  in  such  a  sort,  succeeded 
in  obtaining  the  appointment  of  JUnister  to 


[B.  OF  B. 

Mexico  and  the  Pre^dant's  ctmfidenoe.  He 
had  obtained  the  reward  of  so  much  toiL  so 
much  industry,  and  so  many  dangers,  and  he 
oo^ht  to  have  left  behind  him  the  honest  repu- 
tation to  those  who  had  it,  as  it  no  longer 
proved  a  barrier  to  his  march  to  the  Misdou  to 
Mexico  and  the  President's  favor. 

Look  at  iL  Oan  any  man  beUeve,  for  an  in- 
stant,  from  the  manner  in  which  this  memorial 
is  brought  np,  that  it  is  not  a  deliberate  design 
to  operate  upon  those  feelings  which,  at  this 
time,  ao  mnch  agitate  tliis  conntry  and  this 
House  t  How  all  that  volume  could  be  written 
from  Wheeling,  on  the  Ohio  Biver,  with  a  refer- 
ence to  so  many  public  documents,  is  more 
than  I  con  compr^end,  and  more  than  I  be- 
lieve. There  are  two  or  three  charges  spaoifi- 
cally  made,  and  yet,  from  his  absenoe,  h« 
wishes  the  public  to  suqwnd  an  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  him,  shonld  matters  tnm  out  unbvor- 
able  to  him,  until  he  can  get  back.  Why  then 
make  them?  There  are,  said  Vi.  P.,  several 
persons  in  the  Government,  in  whom  I  have 
great  confidence — but  I  have  more  in  myself: 
and  I  wish  these  charges  to  be  investigated 
again,  and  justice  done,  though  I  do  not  doubt 
it  will  result,  as  did  the  inquiry  by  the  former 
oommittees,  which  I  had  tnoaght  would  have 
prevented  all  mmilar  attempts ;  and,  consider- 
ing the  question  which  now  occupies  the  pub- 
lic, and  his  encoees  in  obtaining  office,  I  did  not 
think  that  one  of  those  conspirators  would 
have  had  the  andaoity,  in  his  own  name,  to 
avow  himself  and  show  his  nnbluahing  front  to 
this  House  and  the  nation ;  though,  if  my 
memory  does  not  fsil  me,  I  saw  in  the  newspa- 
pers, whilst  his  nomination  was  before  the 
Senate,  a  statement  which  I  believed  was  au- 
thorized by  himself  that  he  was  not  the  author 
of  that  plot.  Had  he  been  known  as  the  au- 
thor of  that  infamous  conspiracy,  I  think  I 
hazard  little  in  saying,  that  the  Senate  wonld 
not  have  confirmed  his  appointment.  Mr.  F. 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  memorial  and 
papers  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Ltvbbhc»b  suggested  to  Mr.  Thokxb  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  his  motion  to  print 
the  papers,  that  a  decision  might  first  be  had 
on  titeir  reference  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Trcns,  of  Virginia,  observed,  that  he 
thought  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Wxaena)  somewhat  mistook  the  character  of 
an  order  to  laiat.  Mr,  T.  did  not  consider 
that,  in  dolog  sos  the  House  lent  its  sanction,  in 
any  degree,  to  the  doonmeot  ordered  to  be 
printed.  It  was  merely  to  enable  the  members 
to  examine  a  subject  at  leisnre,  and  understand 
it  thorooghly.  Here  is  a  very  long  memori^ 
containing  facts  and  a^ument,  and  much  of  it 
subtle  argnment  too,  of  which  it  is  imposNble 
to  jndge  without  a  deliberate  exanunation. 
After  it  ia  printed  and  examined,  it  may  xppear 
that  farther  inquiry  is  proper — or,  it  may  seem 
to  be  unnecessary.  I  thought  it  premature,  at 
this  time,  to  give  an  opinion  on  this  sntgect. 
But,  aa  my  oolleagne  seems  not  nDwiUing  to 
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committee,  mj  objeut 
of  ffiving  it  pnblicitf  will  be  attained  and  I 
witlidrftir  my  motion  to  print 

U>.  lUsKot  wished  that  tlie  commtioication 
of  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasnr;',  to  which  the 
present  dooaoient  refers,  might  be  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Wbisbt  moved  to  amend  Hr.  Flotd'b 
motioa,  by  adding,  "and  to  print  it." 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  B^d  he  thoueht  much  more 
importaaoe  was  ^ven  to  this  Bnbjeot  than  it  de- 
served. It  was  an  ordinarj  qnestion  to  print  a 
long  statement  for  the  use  and  information  of 
the  House,  and  not  for  the  public.  He  waa 
never  nnwilling  to  print  any  paper  of  pablio 
interest.  Daring  the  many  yearB  he  had  been 
ft  member  of  this  Hoose,  he  had  never  seen  any 
evil  arise  flrom  printing  papere.  Whether  the 
House  ordered  the  Etatement  to  be  printed  or 
not,  it  wonld  doabtless  be  oircnlated  in  the 
public  newspapers,  and  he  had  no  doubt  it  was 

Prepared  for  that  purpose.  It  was  intended, 
e  premuned,  as  a  sort  of  legacy  to  the  coun- 
.b7,  by  the  author,  who  was  going  as  Ifinister 
to  Mexico — OS  a  mark  of  his  gratitude  for  the 
hcmor  of  his  ^poiutment.  This  honorable 
gentlemftn,  asid  Hr.  F.,  was  a  Senator  in  Con- 
gress when  the  former  investigations  took  place 
by  oommittAes  of  this  House ;  the  committee 

Ere  him  an  opportunity  of  disclodng  all  he 
ew  of  the  aUegationa,  and,  after  a  full  exam- 
ination, reported  that  tiiey  were  fully  satiBSed 
of  the  gronndlessness  of  the  charges.  It  was 
the  duty  of  this  Senator,  as  a  pnhlic  man,  at 
that  time,  and  while  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Benate  of  the  United  States,  to  hold  up  to  the 
puhlio  every  defaalter  in  office  with  which  he 
was  acquainted ;  but,  instead  of  doing  this,  he 
wuta  until  his  t^pointment  to  a  foreign  mission 
is  confirmed,  and  when  he  is  about  to  leave  the 
conntry,  sends  forth  this  precions  paper,  pre- 
tending to  be  a  defence  of  himself  hot  in  real- 
ity an  attack  on  a  hiRh  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  be  circulated  after  he  shall  have  been 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  call  on  him  to  sub- 
■toDtiate  his  char^.  He  does  not  ask  us  to 
so  into  an  investigation  of  the  snlject ;  and 
Mr,  F.  believed  that  the  writer  did  not  expect 
the  House  would  take  any  notice  of  his  oom- 
mnnication.  That  was  not  the  writer's  olfject ; 
he  only  requests  the  House  to  put  it  on  its  flies 
— 4>  print  it,  when  he  shall  not  be  here  to 
make  his  charges  good.  This,  I  believe,  stud 
Ifr.  F.,  is  the  third  impeachment  exhibited 
■gainst  the  Secretary  of  the  Traasary,  dnring 
the  present  sessioa  of  Oongress :  one  of  them 
is  by  this  honorable  gentleman ;  another  was 
by  a  cert^  John  Hen^ — a  name  of  evil  omen 
in  this  country,  sud  Ur.  F. — [some  member 
here  H^d  to  Kr.  F.,  that  the  person's  name  was 
Eobert  Henry] — I  am  sorry  for  it,  said  Ur.  F., 
as  their  designs  were  so  similar,  it  is  a  pity 
their  names  were  not  the  same.  Ur.  F.  con- 
cluded by  saying,  he  hoped  the  oommnnication 
would  be  printed  as  a  matter  of  oonrse,  and 


that  die  subject  might  go  t«  a  select  oommittee 
for  investigation. 

Ur.  Wbigbt,  of  Ohio,  (who  was  not  a  mem* 
ber  of  Congress  when  the  former  investigation 
took  place  into  the  subject  of  the  bonk  corre- 
spondence,  and  the  alleged  snppression  of  a 
paragraph  in  one  of  the  letters,)  s^d  that, 
rince  he  had  taken  his  seat  as  a  member,  he 
had  bestowed  much  attention  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  investigation,  and  he  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  correctness  of  the  con- 
clusion which  the  committee  had  come  to ;  but 
he  was  willing  it  shonld  again  be  investigated, 
and  therefore  withdrew  his  motion  to  print  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Ur.  Saxtobd  thought  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  should  be  referred  to  a  committee 
oomposed  of  a  member  from  each  State;  that 
is,  twentj-fonr  memhera. 

This  motion  was  r^ected  almost  unanimous- 
ly, and  a  oonunittee  of  seven  members  was  or- 

Kr.  UoAbthcs  moved  that  the  committee  be 
appointed  by  ballot,  instead  of  by  the  Speaker ; 
which  motion  wss  also  negatived. 

Messrs.  Flotd,  LmnoeroN,  Wbbstbb,  Eis- 
ooLPH,  TiTLOB,  UoAbtbub,  and  Owmr,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee^ 

On  motion,  the  committee  were  then  empoW" 
ered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

TuEflDAi,  April  20. 
Claim  <if  Seaumarehait. 
The  Spkakkb,  by  leave,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Amelia  Eugenia  de  la  Rne,  heiress  of  U. 
Da  Beaamarchais,  in  relation  to  her  claim  for 
repayment  of  moneys  advanced  by  her  late 
father  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Ur.  Tatlob  eipreased  a  hope  that  the  me- 
morisl  would  receive  the  early  attention  of  the 

Ur.  Tvcsxs,  of  Virginia,  ohdrman  of  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  papers  in 
relation  to  olaim,  after  some  observations  on 
its  importance,  gave  notice  that  he  shonld,  on 
Tnesdaj  next,  coll  up  the  consideration  of  tho 
committee's  report  on  the  Bobjeot. 

Addreu  qfNinvm  £dv>ar^ 

Ur.  FonsTTii  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion  for  adoption  by  the  House: 

"Thai  the  Tre^dent  he  officially  infonned  thxt 
this  House  has  ordered  nn  investigation  of  the  me- 
morial presented  to  tiiis  Houee  on  tbe  Ifllh  instuit 
by  Nioian  Edwards,  lately  appointed  UinUter  to 
Ueiico;  that  the  said  Ninian  Edvards  may  be  in- 
structed not  to  leave  the  United  Btatea  before  that 
inveBtigalion  has  taken  place." 

The  question  of  consideration  of  this  motion 
being  called  for,  (a  previoos,  bat  not  usual  qnes* 
tion,)  was  taken;  and  there  were:  for  con- 
sidering the  motion  61 ;  against  considering  it 
84. 

So  the  House  refosed  n«v  to  eotmdtr  the 
proportion. 


,:Jb.G00g[e 


,18M.] 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESa 

Addrau  ^  Nima»  Ateordt. 


Mr,  HooBi,  of  Alahama^  then  rose,  and  uid 
tbai,  connected  with  the  subject,  he  woald  take 
ooomon  to  sof,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
Qlr.  fLOTs)  waa  abeent  from  the  House  this 
mcmiing,  whea  that  part  of  the  Jonmal  was 
Rad  which  annotmoee  the  names  of  the  persoos 
^pmntad  on  the  oonunittae  to  oondder  the  me- 
miM:ialofHr.£dw&rds.  Aa  be  believed  that,  from 
ocHi^«ntti(HU  of  delioaoj,  the  gentleman  fixim 
"Virginia  would  not  wiah  to  be  a  number  of  the 
comniiltee>  Ur.  M.  took  thia  mode  of  eppiiMng 
him  of  the  bot,  that  be  might  have  an  opportoni' 
^ofasking  to  be  excused  from  serring  opon  it 

Hr.  Fu>TT>  ioa&  and  reqaeetad  the  gentleman 
bom  Alabama,  if  hia  aUnaion  waa  to  him,  to 
r^ieat  hla  statement.  Mr.  H.  accordingly,  in 
■ibetaoce,  repeated  his  statemenL 

Hr.  Floyd  then  uid  tliat,  in  a  cftae  of  delicao; 
ooDoeming  him,  (Mr.  F.,)  he  bad  hoped  that  the 
g^Ueman  from  ^abtuna  waa  the  last  man  in 
this  nation  to  nndertake  to  make  snggeetiona, 
and  be  did  not  think  hia  doing  ao  sho\red  anj 
dalieacy  on  hb  (Mr.  M.'e)  psrL  I  am,  said  Mr. 
P.,  the  enfficient  jndge  of  my  conduct  in  aach  a 
caae.  Perhaps  tbe  gentlemaa  from  Alabama 
may  be  acquainted  'with  some  drcnmstauoes 
of  the  A.  B.  ploL  BO  called  in  the  diaonamon  last 
winter,  and  subsequently.  If  I  know  any 
thing  of  myseli;  howeTsr,  I  am  citable  of  doing 
JDitice  to  every  individnal  in  this  nation,  whose 
conduct  may  be  presented  to  me,  in  my  offlaial 
nqiamy.  for  examination.  When  a  specific 
charge  is  made  against  a  pablio  officer,  aA«r 
tbe  friends  of  that  offioer,  and  myself  by  name, 
have  been  called  upon,  tbrongb  that  paper 
wliicfa  is  the  channel  of  every  thmg  but  truth, 
lo  propose  an  investigation,  I  thought  it  became 
peouliarly  my  duty  to  investigate  tbe  charge. 
What  I  think  of  the  acooaer  in  private  life  is  for 
me  to  conader.  and  does  not  toach  my  public 
duty.  Mr.  F.  We  allnded  to  a  friend  of  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  (as  we  nnderstood 
him,)  who  bad  for  aeverai  successive  aesmons 
called  npon  this  Eonse  for  tbe  Impeachment 
<tf  a  jndge,  whom,  it  seemed,  he  had  previously 
•ttampted  to  bribe,  &e. ;  and  here,  he  said,  were 
diai^gea  one,  two,  and  three,  asserting  certain 
aectteationi  against  the  Secretary,  and  calling 
tor  an  iDveeiigatioa.  This,  sorely,  was  snffi- 
dant  reaaon  for  an  investigation  bemg  pressed 
by  those  thus  called  upon.  The  devU  himself 
m^t  prefer  charges  here — it  would  not  change 
onr  opinioD  of  that  personage — bat  it  would 
nrelj  be  a  parUonlar  reason  for  an  investigation 
bj  Uoee  who  are  implicated.  So  far  as  the 
gentleman  from  Alabaina  is  conoerned,  said  Mr. 
F-  perh^  there  may  be  other  reasons  for  coo- 
nilUDg  motivee  of  delicacy.  When  I  do  want 
nggeedoDS  of  that  sort^  I  shonld  think  very 
dilbwitly  of  myself  from  what  I  have  been 
aee<Mt<Hned  to  do,  were  I  to  be  obliged  to  go  to 
him  Ibr  them. 

The  Spkazxb  said  there  was  no  question 
Wore  tbe  Uoose,  and  the  su^estion  of  the 
gendemaD  from  Alabama  having  been  made 
and  answered,  the  converealion  must  drop. 


[H.OFB. 

Mr.  HooBB  then  rose,  and  moved  that  the 

Sntleman  ft«m  Vir^^nia  should  be  excused 
im  saving  on  the  committee. 
Tbe  question  of  consideration  being  called  on 
this  motion,  the  mover  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  MooBB  then  asked  to  make  a  remark  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Floyd  ;  but  the  SpKiKER  declared 
it  to  be  out  of  order.  Mr.  Moore  wished  to 
know  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  ask  leave  of  the 
House  to  speak  in  reply  ?    The  Sfeaebb  thought 

Mr.  MooBE  then  renewed  bis  motion  in  the 
following  words,  with  a  view  in  this  way  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  addressing  tbe  House : 

Rttolved,  That  JonH  Flotu,  ■  member  of  this 
House,  be  excused  from  serving  od  the  committee 
appointed  yesterday,  an  the  subject  of  the  memo- 
rkl  of  Ninian  EdwanU. 

The  question  being  taken  on  considering  thia 
motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  tdmost 
onanimonsly,  and  so  this  matter  ended. 

WEDifEsnAT,  April  21. 
ASdra*  qfSmian  EdwardM. 
Mr.  MoDums  ofibred  the  following: 

Raolved,  Thst  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  fundsb  the  FreHident  of  the  United  States  with 
a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  Niulsn  Edwards,  recently 
presented  to  the  House,  condilning  certain  charges 
aguust  the  Secretary  of  Che  Treasury." 

Mr.  McDtttix  said  that  he  regretted  that 
the  subject  bad  been  presented  to  the  Hoose  at 
all;  bu^mnoe  it  had,  he  thought  the  fkctsshonld 
be  submitted  to  the  Preeident  of  the  United 
States,  that  he  might  take  SQCh  course  as  he  ma; 
deem  proper  in  this  matter,  it  being  a  dispute 
between  nis  own  offioere. 

Mr.SAcHDKES  accorded  in  the  propriety  of  the 
resolution,  and  suggested  an  aineodment,  that 
the  President  be  informed  of  the  organization 
of  a  committee,  by  this  House,  to  investigate 
the  case.  This  course,  he  said,  would  not  sur- 
prise the  President.  Jf  the  President  should 
choose  to  recall  Mr.  Zdwards,  he  would  have 
it  in  his  power  to  do  so.  He  might  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  that  the  coorse  of  Mr.  Edwards  was 
not  (he  same  as  that  pursued  towards  Mr. 
Hamilton,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
1T94.  Mr.  Giles  called  for  information,  and 
boldly  ofibred  and  aupported  his  motion,  and 
did  not  throw  charges  into  the  House,  and  leave 
them  to  pursue  them  if  they  could.  The  same 
course  ought  to  have  been  pursued  by  Mr. 
£dwards  in  this  case,  instead  of  which  he  has 
departed  hence  on  his  way  to  a  foreign  station, 
and  thrown  his  charges  back  upon  those  he  hat 
left  behind. 

Mr.  Wbbbtir  stud  he  hoped  he  might  be  ei- 
CDsed  for  making  a  single  remark,  withoot  go- 
ing farther.  It  was  obvious  that  tlie  commit- 
tee, which  had  been  appointed,  had  no  time  to 
m^e  any  progress  in  mvestigating  the  charges 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  at  this  session.  Ha  hoped  the 
House  had  confidence  enough  in  the  committee 
to  agree  to  the  motion  he  should  now  make^ 
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which  was,  to  defer  actioa  apoo  this  mocioa  until 
to-morrow  morning,  with  this  view,  Mr.  W. 
moved  th&t  the  motioo  lie  on  the  table. 

This  oonrae  was  agreed  to,  without  a  diriaioQ. 

TsuBSD^T,  April  23. 

Addreu  of  Ninian  Edwardi. 

Mr.  Flotd,  from  the  oommitteoto  whomwaa 
referredthe  memorial  of  NiaianSdwards,  viodi- 
cating  himself  and  accvMng  Mr.  Secretaiy  Craw- 
ford, poreuaDC  to  iostniotioiis  of  the  committee, 
ootnmunicated  the  following  minutes  of  ita  pro- 
ceedings, Tiz: 

"  Tbe  committee,  to  whom  wu  referred  a  com- 
municaUon  from  Niniui  Edw*rd«,  report  the  follow- 
ing  miautes  of  their  proceedings  to  the  HouM  of 
BepresentetiveB : 

Apul  ai,  1SS4. 

Present,  all  the  membeis  of  the  committee. 

VoUcL,  Tbtt  the  committee  ought  to  proceed  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  matters  conlaioed  in  tbe 
nid  memorial,  and  connected  therewith. 

Voted,  That,  for  the  purpose' of  auch  inquiry,  the 
attendBQce  of  the  sud  Nlniui  Edwards  upon  the 
Coiumittee,  to  be  by  them  examined,  is  requi^te ; 
and  that  his  attendance  be  accordingly  ordered. 

YoUd,  That  the  chairman  do  inform  the  House 
of  the  foregoieg  resolutions  of  tbe  committee ;  and 
inasmuch  ss  it  is  snggeeted  that  the  said  Mnian 
Edwards  is  about  to  leave  the  United  States  on  for- 
eign diplomatic  service — 

YoUd.  That  the  chairman  do  more  the  House 
that  infarmation  of  said  communication,  of  the 
votes  of  the  House  thereon,  and  of  the  foregoing 
resduUons  of  the  committee,  be  commnnlcated  to 
the  President  of  tbe  United  States." 

The  latter  proportion  having  heen  pat  into 
the  form  of  a  motion  b^  Mr.  Taylob,  of  New 
York,  and  the  qoestion  being  opon  agreeing 
thereto— 

Mr.  FoBSTTB,  of  Geor^a,  said  he  had  the 
honor,  adaj  or  two  ago,  of  euhmittang  a  motion 
to  theHouse  on  this  subject,  the  object  of  which 
he  had  not  on  opportunity  to  explain,  in  ooose- 
^nenoo  of  a  call  for  the  qnestton  of  oonsidem- 
tion.  The  object  I  had  in  view,  said  Ur,  F., 
was  the  same  as  that  which  the  committee  seem 
to  have  had  in  contemplation  in  thdr  report  of 
this  morning.  I  understand  this  to  be,  to  pre- 
vent any  collision  between  the  orders  of  the 
EzccntLve  branch  of  the  GoTomment  and  those 
of  the  Legislative.  I  understand  the  committ«e 
to  have  determined  on  calling  Mr.  Edwards 
before  them,  to  ascert^a  what  he  has  to  saj 
upon  thia  sobject,  in  addition  to  what  he  has 
stated  in  his  memorial.  As  a  matter  of  oour- 
lasj,  that  being  the  case,  it  is  proper  for  the 
Honae  to  ^ve  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  President 
of  tbe  United  States,  that  the  indiTidnal  in  qoes- 
tion mi^ht  not  seek  to  escape,  nnder  the  plea  of 
Eiecntive  orders,  from  the  investigation  which 
he  has  himself  aaked  of  this  House  to  institute. 
The  object  of  my  motion  was  the  eame  with 
that  now  before  the  House,  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  form  of  mine  was  more  proper  than 
tbe  form  of  that  wbioh  has  been  submitted. 
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What  interest  has  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  knowing  what  are  the  votes  of  vaj 
committee  of  this  House!  All  that  Is  neceeaary 
for  him  to  know  is,  that  this  House  has  taken 
up  the  enttject  for  investigation.  We  do  not 
ask  from  him  any  thing  to  enable  ns  to  exercise 
our  rightful  power  in  this  matter,  and  onr  mo- 
tivee  for  acting  are  therefore  of  no  iniportanoe 
to  the  due  intormatloQ  of  the  Executive.  The 
simple  annunciation  of  the  fact  is  anfficiuit^ 
Under  these  impreesions,  Mr.  V.  moved  to  strike 
out  all  the  above,  after  the  word  "Ordered," 
and  insert,  in  lieu  thereofj  bis  motion,  iu  the 
following  words : 

Rfelind,  That  the  Preddent  be  olBdaUy  inform- 
ed that  this  House  has  ordered  an  inveetigation  of 
tbe  memoria)  presented  to  tills  House  on  the  I9th 
instant,  by  Ninlan  Edwards,  lately  appointed  Ulnie- 
ter  to  lleiico ;  that  the  sidd  Nlnian  Edwards  roaj 
be  instructed  not  to  leave  the  United  States  beforft 
that  InveMigation  has  taken  piacs. 

Mr.  RjJiDOLFE,  of  Virginia,  said,  as  th« 
course  pointed  out  by  the  committee  woold  at- 
tain all  tbe  objects  which  the  gentleman  from 
QeoTgia  bad  iu  view,  he  did  not  see  why  the 
change  should  be  made.  If  tbe  gentleman  will 
attend  to  the  terms  of  the  proposition  before 
the  EoQse,  said  Mr.  R.,  he  will  see  that  there  ia 
nothing  in  it  which,  in  the  smalleet  degree, 
compromits  the  proceedings  of  this  l>odj ;  that 
we  are  acting  bj  our  own  inherent  power; 
that  it  is  not  proposed  to  call  on  the  £xecotiv« 
Departicent,  tbongh  a  oo-ordinate  branoh  <tf 
the  Oovernment,  fbr  any  ancillary  aid.  We 
are  acting  by  onr  own  virtue  and  power ;  hnt, 
having  done  so,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to 
advise  tbe  Executive  branch  of  tbe  Government, 
that  he  might  take  such  order  on  tbe  matter,  in 
his  own  exclusive  sphere,  as  to  him  may  seem 
fit  and  proper.  And  what  more  can  we  dot 
I  hope  uie  amendment  will  not  be  adopted,  bnt 
that  we  shall  decide  on  this  motion,  and  give  to 
the  chairman  an  opportunity  to  make  a  further 
motion,  which  he  is  anthorued  by  tbe  commit- 
tee to  make. 

Mr.  Tailoe,  of  New  York,  said  it  was  true 
that,  on  a  former  occarion.  when  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  presented  his  motion,  he  (Mr.  T.) 
did  call  for  the  question  of  consideration  nuon 
it.  Tbe  reason  why  he  had  done  so,  was,  that 
the  subject  had  jnst  been  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee witnont  any  special  instraction.  Tbe  first 
question,  it  was  apparent,  which  would  present 
itself  to  that  committee  woold  he.  Does  tlie  me- 
morial contain  Buffloient  matter  to  justify  pro- 
ceeding in  tbe  investigation  of  its  oontentaf 
That  question  had  not  been,  in  any  manner, 
decided,  when  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
offered  his  motion.  It  was  not  nntil  last  nigbt 
that  the  committee  came  to  the  determination 
that  it  was  proper  that  they  should  proceed  in 
their  inquiry.  This,  Mr.  T.  swd,  was  necessarily 
a  previous  question  to  be  determined.  For,  u 
the  committee  had  been  of  opinion  that  the 
subject  was  not,  for  any  reason,  fit  to  be  in- 
qtiired  into,  it  wonld  not  h&ve  been  proper  to 
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gire  to  tbe  Fraeident  &«  intimatioD  in  ques- 
tion. After  tlio  committee  had  decided  tbe 
preliounarj  qnestion,  the  next  step  was  to  re- 

?airb  the  Utendanee  of  Mr,  Sdwards.  The 
Icraae  wUl  perceive  that  the  oommittee  propiose 
to  applT  to  tha  Eseoutive  for  no  power,  bnt  to 
notiiy  him  of  the  dedsion  requiring  tbe  attend- 
knoe  of  Hi.  Bdwards,  as  a  fit  re^rd  for  that 
comity  and  respect  which  is  dae  from  this 
House  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Qovem- 
meoL  Mx.  T.  believed  that  the  DolifioatJon 
of  both  these  decisions  of  tbe  oommittee  -was 
neceauij,  for  the  pnrpose  of  apprising  the 
President  of  the  Teasona  of  this  Eonae  for  re- 
qniiing  tbe  attendance  of  an  indiTidnal  who 
-was  Imown  to  be  absent  on  ^plomatio  aer- 
Tieca,  &0. 

Hx.  WKBsm,  of  Maaaadhnsetts,  did  not  see 
that  ODj  difScoltj*  was  presented  by  this  qaea- 
laoD  to  the  House.  Here,  said  he,  is  a  commn- 
niaation  referred  to  a  committee  of  tbia  Hoose, 
in  tbe  conrse  of  investigatbg  which,  the  per- 
Mmal  attendance  of  an  individnal,  nnderetood 
to  have  been  recentl;  despatched  on  a  foreign 
aerriee,  ia  foond  to  be  neoesaaiy,  and  is  reqnired. 
All  that  the  committee  aim  at,  therefore,  is  to 
inform  the  ExeontiTe  of  so  mach  as  to  show 
that  bmnDeas  before  ns  reqoirea  the  personal 
attendance  of  one  whom  he  has  despatched,  or 
ii  ibont  to  despatch  on  foreign  diplomatic  ser- 
TOe.  Ttua  is  all  that  is  prc^oeed  by  tbe  reso- 
lution now  before  the  House. 

lb.  Kbemsb,  of  Fennaylvania,  rose,  and  ob- 
aerred  that,  before  he  voted  on  thia  qnestlon, 
he  must  know  whether  the  c(HnmiCtee  con 
wait  for  the  return  of  the  person  proposed  to 
he  sent  for.  He  knew  no^  for  hia  own  part^ 
where  Mr.  Edwards  was  U>  be  found.  Tbe 
•esioii  was  now  near  its  dose,  it  wonld  be  nn- 
neoeeaary  to  send  for  him,  ii,  when  he  came, 
the  House  bad  a^onmed,  or  the  committee 
waa  not  prepared  to  go  on.  If  we  do  aend  to 
Vbeeling,  when  onr  meaaenger  gets  there  Hr. 
E.  will  be  gone,  and  we  shaU  tie  pmsoing  him 
from  town  to  town,  nobodr  knowa  how  long. 
If  it  waa  in  order,  he  shonld  move  that  the  reso- 
hition  lie  on  tbe  table. 

The  motion  to  la;  tbe  anbjeet  on  tbe  table 
waa  decided  in  the  n^ative,  by  a  large  majority, 

Mr.  MoLasb,  of  Delaware,  said  the  objection 
he  had  to  the  matter  now  before  the  Hoase, 
would  apply  as  well  to  the  resolntion  of  the 
gentleroan  from  Georgia,  aato  tbe  recommenda- 
tion of  tbe  committee.  He  ooold  perceive  no 
necessity  for  the  farther  interposition  of  the 
Honse,  and  it  might  be  improper  to  call  for  it. 
We  have  referred  the  memorial  to  a  oommittee, 
«ud  be,  with  what  propriety  it  ia  not  for  me 
now  to  aay,  and  have  vested  that  committee 
with  foil  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
Ve  could  nve  no  greater  power.  Under  the 
aotboiity  ^ady  posaeased,  the  committee  were 
BDtboriied  to  aena  for  this  individual,  withont 
onr  ioterferenoe,  and  he  thooght  they  shonld 
do  to.  If  tbe  pnblio  character  of  the  individoal 
taodoad  it  improper  to  compel  bis  attendance 
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without  the  interference  of  the  Eieentive,  it 
wonld  be  competent  for  the  committee,  with- 
ont  applying  to  this  Eonse,  to  re^oest  such  in- 
terference. He  had  some  czpenenoe  of  par- 
liamentary proceedings,  and  he  believed  it  nn- 
preoedented  for  a  committee,  vested  with  Aill 
powers,  to  call  Upon  tbe  House  to  do  what 
might  be  as  well  done  withont  Ibair  aid.  Ee 
oo^d  easily  conceive,  that  a  aobject  of  no  great 
magnitude,  in  itself,  might  be  clothed  with 
much  artificial  importance,  by  anch  proceed-  , 
ings;  and  he  aaw  no  propriety  in  the  oommit- 
tee  reporting  the  journal  of  their  private  pro- 
ceedings, from  time  to  time,  to  this  Eonse. 
He  was  averse  to  the  repeated  agitation  of  the 
subject  in  this  manner,  to  the  prejudice  of  other 
bnsineas,  by  the  daily  or  weekly  report  of  tbe 
jonraal  of  the  committee's  proceedings.  He 
desired  a  fbll  and  prompt  investigation;  the 
prompter  the  better ;  but  he  thought  the  com- 
mittee had  ample  power  over  the  subject,  and 
be  hoped  the  House  would  not  be  called  upon 
to  act  nnneoeasarily  in  the  bosiness. 

Mr.  OuTEBHBT,  of  Geor^^  referring  to  the 
intimation,  as  he  understood  it,  of  ue  com- 
mittee, that  the  presence  of  Ur.  Edwards  was 
BO  neceasary  that  the  investigation  of  the 
charges  made  by  him  conld  not  go  on  withont 
his  presence,  said  he  thought  there  conld  be  no 
snch  indispensable  necessity  for  the  presence  of 
Ur.  Edwards  here.  Tbe  Honse  woold  perceive, 
he  •laid,  that  any  individual,  intending  to  do  a 
serious  mischief  to  another,  might  select  a  par- 
ticnlar  moment  to  prefer  charges  against  anoth- 
er, and,  by  abandoning  hie  i>osiiion,  preventing 
an  investigation  of  his  molJVRS  as  well  as  his 
charges,  leave  an  erroneons  impression  on  the 
pnblio  mind.  It  was  desirable  that  the  accuser 
should  be  where  he  places  his  accosation ;  tbe 
common  sense  of  mankind  abowa  that  the  aoca- 
ser  ooght  to  abide  by  the  consequences  of  hia 
accnsation.  Bnt,  if  he  fiies  from  that  respond- 
bili^,  the  investigation  ahonld  not,  therefore, 
be  ddayed.  8oc£  delay  wonld  be  to  furnish 
the  Individoal  with  an  opportunity  of  doing 
all  the  mischief  he  desired.  Unless  it  could  be 
ascertained  that  the  individual  in  question 
could  be  brought  to  this  place  within  a  reason- 
able time,  it  was  desirable,  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  investigation  of  his  charges  shonld  not 
be  delayed  until  he  conld  be  sent  for. 

Mr.  WxBSTBE  replied  to  the  gentleman  troai 
Delaware,  as  to  tbe  report  made  from  the  com- 
mittee. It  was  certainly  no  unusual  thing  for 
the  ohairman  of  a  committee  to  make  a  motion 
in  this  House,  by  the  instruction  of  the  com- 
mittee; and,  if  a  portion  of  the  miuutes  of  the 
committee  were  oonpled  with  it,  he  did  not  see 
that  that  wonld  alter  the  case,  ns  tu  the  expe- 
diency or  propriety  of  the  practice.  With  re- 
spect to  the  suggestion,  which  bad  been  made, 
that  sending  fur  Mr.  Edwards  would  procrasti- 
nate the  inquiry,  the  gentleman  from  Geor^ 
was  not  to  suppose  that  tbe  committee  waa 
going  wholly  to  suspend  thia  investigation,  to 
wut  for  anybody's  attendance. 
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Ur.  UoLum,  still  folly  impressed  with  the 

ooirectaeaB  of  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of 
this  matter,  moved  to  reoommit  the  report. 

Ur,  Bahdolpb  eeM  he  hoped  the  motion  for 
recommitment  would  not  prevail ;  and  he  rose 
for  the  pntpOBe  onlj  of  calling  the  att«ntion  of 
the  House  to  a  fact,  that  the  select  committee 
have  acted  h;  the  aothontj  and  tn  the  name  of 
this  body,  and  that,  whether  gentlemen  think 
that  Ur.  Edtvards  onght  to  l>e  brought  before 
the  committee  or  not,  die  writ  is  now  on  its  waj ; 
that  it  will  be  served  npon  him ;  and  that  he 
will  be  brought  here,  wtiether  we  vote  in  one 
way  or  another,  on  this  question,  hi  case  this 
inquiry  is  to  be  proseouted,  said  Mr,  B.,  I  can- 
not consent  to  act  on  that  committee,  except 
by  the  imperiooB  mandate  of  this  House,  with- 
out the  presence  of  the  informer.  The  com- 
mittee having  first  resolved  that  this  inquiry 
ahould  be  prosecuted — that  the  informer  should 
be  brought  before  the  grand  Jory,  have  reported 
the  fact — for  whatt  That  the  House,  being 
one  of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  this  Govern- 
ment of  ours,  shonld  communicate  to  the  other 
oo-ordinate  branch,  that  which,  in  oonrtesy, 
ttiB  other  branah  ought  to  be  put  in  possesBLon 
ot  What  do  we  aak  of  the  President?  To 
^dns  to  bring  this  Minister  before  ns!  No; 
we  need  no  aathority  fVom  him.  We  wiU,  de- 
qiite  of  any  man  in  this  land,  have  him  before 
VB.  It  indeed,  he  shall  have  made  his  escape 
fhim  tne  country,  we  cannot  follow  him  to 
Mexico ;  but,  anywhere  short  of  the  BaliEO, 
the  warrant  of  this  House  is  «a  high  authority 
as  any  known  in  this  land,  and,  as  such,  I  trust 
it  will  be  supported.  If  I  had  thought  that,  in 
the  act  of  that  committee,  the  privileges  of  this 
Honse,  the  privileges  of  the  American  people 
in  their  Bepresentativea,  had  been  compromit- 
ted,  no  consideration  that  man  can  name,  wonld 
have  induced  me  to  ^ve  it  my  sanctjon.  It 
was  at  my  motion  that  the  order  was  passed  to 
bring  the  aconser  before  as.  I  hope  the  House 
will  proceed  as  proposed.  The  committee  have 
maintained  the  aathority  of  this  House,  which 
I  never  will  surrender,  and  have,  in  their  re- 
port, acted  to  the  Executive  with  that  comity 
and  urbanity,  which,  when  it  shall  cease  to 
prevail  between  the  co-ordinate  branches  of 
an^  Government  like  oura,  most  throw  every 
Oaag  into  confusion. 

Mr.  OooE,  of  Illinois,  s«d  it  had  been,  and 
■hould  ha,  his  course,  pending  tim  snlfjeet,  to 
abstain  from  saying  any  thing  in  relation  to  the 
merits  of  it,  and  to  abstdn  from  exhibiting  any 
thing  like  feeling  in  relation  to  it.  In  his  opin- 
ion, the  course  which  the  committee  had  par- 
sued,  on  this  occasion,  was  a  proper  one.  The 
Exeontive  had  probably  given  iU  orders  to  this 
individaal,  and  his  aotuaf  position  might  not  be 
BO  well  known  to  any  one  as  to  the  Executive. 
Mr.  0.  thought  it  was  probable  that,  before 
any  process  coald  reach  bun,  be  woald  have 
left  lliinoiB,  and  might  have  reached  New  Or- 
leans, and  the  information  communicated  to  the 
Ezeontive  might  be  effectasl  to  answer  the  end 
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of  the  process  of  this  House  reaching  him,  Mr. 
0.  eonoladed  by  repeating  that  he  would  not 
trust  his  feelings  on  this  occasion,  for  he  wished 
to  BUppres  them,  so  far  as  to  speak  on  the 
merits  of  this  controversy,  &o. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  asked  if  he  had  understood  the 
gentieman  from  Dlinois  rightly,  when  he  in- 
formed the  House  that  this  person  was  now  on 
his  way  to  New  Orleans,  and  about  to  pass 
thence  from  the  United  States? 

Mr.  Cook  said  ^at  he  had  so  stated,  pr». 
snming  it  to  be  the  fact. 

Mr.FossvTK  said  it  waa  only  what  be  eaa- 
pected.    The  Parthian  throws  behind  him  hia 

Gisoned  airows  as  he  retreata,  and  then  flies 
yood  the  reach  of  pnrsuit.  Bat,  Mr.  F.  said, 
he  could  not  fbrtuaately  leave  the  United  States 
before  the  process  of  the  committee  coald  reach 
him.  The  vessel  which  was  to  have  the  honor 
to  bear  him  oat,  had  not  yet  left  the  navy  yard 
at  this  place,  and,  as  he  woold  soaroely  venture 
to  sul  without  the  protection  of  the  gnna  of  the 
nation,  he  conld  yet  be  overtaken. 

Mr.  OoOE  said  that,  when  up  before,  he  had 
intended  to  suggest,  that  the  veesel  which  waa 
destined  to  carry  Mr.  Edwards  to  Mexico,  was 
yet  at  this  place ;  that  by  this  vessel,  informa- 
tion could  be  ^ven  to  him  of  his  presence  be- 
ing desired  here ;  and  that  the  only,  at  least 
most  probable  way,  in  which  the  process  of 
this  HouBO  could  reach  him,  and  he  could  be 
recalled  for  the  purposes  of  this  Honse,  would 
be  by  means  of  this  veaseL 

Mr.  Ffx>Ti>  said  that  the  committee  had 
thought  it  necessary  that  this  individaal  should 
be  present  during  the  examination  of  his  charges. 
They  were  perfectiy  aware  that  the  authority 
with  which  they  were  invested  by  the  Honse, 
was  suScient  for  all  the  purposes  of  bringine 
him  her^  and,  in  the  course  which  they  had 

Sursaed,  had  no  object  but  to  give  the  Pres- 
ent of  the  United  States,  in  a  respectful  man- 
ner, information  of  the  coarse  which  it  had 
been  thought  proper,  by  the  committed  to  pur- 
sae ;  and  he  hoped  the  opposition  to  it  wonld 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MoLun  said  he  was  not  anxiona  to  em- 
barniBs  the  prooeedings  by  the  motion  which 
he  had  made,  under  the  conviction,  In  bis  own 
mind,  that  the  Freeldeut  ought  not  to  be  called 
upon  to  do  what  the  House  has  the  perfect 
power  to  do.  He  was  anxious  for  this  investi- 
gation to  go  on.  He  thought,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vir^nia,  that  the  informer  on 
this  oceasion  ought  to  be  present;  bat  he 
thought,  also,  that  the  whole  matter  waa  al- 
ready within  the  power  of  the  oommittee.  To 
save  trouble  to  the  House,  however,  he  would 
withdraw  his  motion  for  recommitment. 

Hr.  Mallajt,  of  Vermont,  sud  the  Honse 
had  given  the  committee  all  the  powers  which 
it  posseeses  in  relation  to  this  matter.  The 
question  is  now,  whether  it  is  neoesaary  to  call 
upon  the  Honse  to  aid  the  committee  to  carry 
its  powers  into  execution.  The  oommittee  have 
all  the  powers  of  this  Honse  on  the  snttiect,  and 
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bare  certsinlj  the  ume  power  to  oommanioflte 
&e  &ct  of  their  proceedings  to  the  President, 
ttkat  thin  Boose  has,  and  on  the  eame  principle 
(Ml  which  thej  would  have  power  to  ask  in- 
formAtiDii  from  him. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said  that  he  had  not  offered  bis 
fint  motion  on  this  snl^eot  (that  whioh  the 
HooBa  refused  to  consider)  before  this  House 
had  refetrad  the  inqnirj  into  the  eutjeot  to  a 
committee,  with  power  to  Knd  for  peraoos  and 
p^Mra.  It  appeared  to  him,  he  said,  at  the 
time  be  made  the  motion,  that  anoh  a  prooeed- 
img  waa  aleolately  dne^  in  conrteay  to  the  Ez- 
tmttlve.  Perhaps,  he  said,  he  had  some  little 
feding  OD  this  subject,  ariung  from  the  di&er- 
«noe  of  the  manner  in  which  his  propoeitinn, 
and  the  nearij  mniilar  one  of  another  gentle- 
man, had  been  receired.  He  saw  no  neceaaitj, 
bowerer,  for  pressing  his  amendment,  thoogh 
be  conld  not  see  an7  oocanon  for  all  this  parti- 
enlaritj  on  the  salyeoL  In  deference,  there- 
ibK,  to  the  wiahea  of  several  of  his  fHenda, 
vhoae  opinions  he  alwaTS  respected,  he  with- 
draw his  motion  for  amendment. 

The  qnestioa  recnrring  on  the  report  of  the 


Mr.  Fuu^K,  of  Haasachnsetta,  aaid  he  was 
nther  eorr;  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
had  withdrawn  his  motion,  because  it  was  per- 
bctly  free  from  any  ambignitj,  which  the  prO' 
porilion  of  the  committee  was  not.  If  the 
mendmaot  had  prevailed,  however,  he  could 
not  have  voted,  ibr  this  reason :  He  was  one  of 
thoH  who  hoped,  the  other  day,  that  the  mo- 
tion for  printing  the  memorial  wonld  have  pre- 
taOed,  and  that  he  shonld  thns  have  been  en- 
abled to  judge  of  the  neoeadty  of  the  presence 
of  lite  aoenser.  At  present,  he  said,  he  did  not 
feel  himsdf  competent  to  decide  whether  his 
pRMOce  was  neoesaarr  or  noL  He,  for  one, 
moreover,  waa  not  willing  to  notJfj  the  Presi- 
deot  that  the  committee  thon^t  the  interposi- 
lioD  of  the  anthoritf  of  the  Qoose  neoe^ar^, 
becanse  the  committee  are  tbemselvw  compe- 
tent to  do  it,  and,  if  the;  think  proper,  it  is  their 
iatj  to  do  it.  There  was  another  considera- 
tkm  on  this  enhjeot,  which  Mr.  F.  thongbt  most 
oecnr  to  the  mind  of  every  one.  Is  it  possible, 
is  it  probable,  at  anj  rate,  that  Oongreas  will 
ranain  in  Besrion  for  two  months  to  have  the 
prwoTioe  of  this  gentleman  ?  It  would  take  a 
month  to  give  notice  to  this  individaBl,  another 
month  to  get  bim  here,  and  after  he  got  here, 
the  inveetigatioa  of  the  case  b;  the  committee 
woidd  not  oconp;  less  than  two  or  three  weeks. 
A  fiiU  investigation  of  this  case,  Mr.  F.  hoped, 
would  take  place  at  the  next  Beeaion.  Under 
file  present  oironmstanoes,  he  saw  no  oocasion 
for  ^ring  information  to  the  President  of  the 
Sfanioa  m  the  committee. 

Mr.  Babtlztt,  of  Kew  Hampshire,  said  he 
was  demrous  of  tmderatanding  righll;  what  was 
the  olyect  of  the  motion  be&re  the  Hoose.  If 
ha  bad  a  correct  view  of  it,  some  other  gentle- 
mm  who  had  spoken  had  not.  It  had  been 
nggeated,  that  there  was  not  time  to  send  for 


this  person,  and  that  the  House  oughtnot  to  give 
this  notice  to  the  Eiecntive,  because  b;  so 
doing  it  woold  commit  itself.  Those  qnestions^ 
said  Mr.  B.,  are  not  now  before  the  Hoose. 
The  Hoose  has  confided  the  qaestion  to  a  select 
oommittee;  that  oommittee  has  decided  it,  and 
it  is  a  qnestion  no  longer  to  be  discussed.  I  do 
not  onderstand  the  resolution  as  it  is  nnder- 
stood  b;  one  gentleman,  as  being  intended  to 
^ve  facility  to  the  execution  of  the  power 
which  the  oommitt«e  have  imdortaken  to  exer- 
cise, bat  as  intending  this,  and  nothing  more: 
that  this  person,  whom  the  committee  havB 
sent  for,  who,  they  have  said,  shall  come  hero, 
and  who,  I  have  no  donbt,  wUl  come  here,  ia  a 
person  whom  the  President,  with  the  oonseot 
of  the  Senate,  has  ordered  on  serrioe  to  a  for- 
eign  Government.  Some  time  ago,  we  gave  to 
the  Preddent  power  to  appoint  Miaisters  to 
certain  Governments,  whenever  he  shonld 
think  it  expedient  to  do  so.  We  have,  br  the 
act  of  onr  committee,  temporarily  revoked  that 
power  so  far  as  he  has  exercised  it  in  this  parti- 
enlar  instance.  He  baa  eald,  that  Ninian  Ed- 
wards shall  be  Minister  to  Mexico ;  we  have 
said,  that  he  shall  not  go.  H  the  United  Statea 
have  great  interests  at  stake  iu  Mexico,  and  it 
is  neoeasarj  we  should  have  a  Minister  there,  it 
is  proper  that  we  should  inform  the  President 
that  the  person  whom  hebas  ^pointed  for  that 
purpose  we  have  recalled,  tf  the  President 
aent  bim,  and  we,  in  the  plenitude  of  our  power, 
ordered  him  back,  is  it  not  necessary  that  tiie 
President  shonld  be  informed  of  the  fact!  It 
had  been  suggested,  that  the  committee  baa  the 

Kwer  to  oommnnicate  this  information  to  the 
esident  My  opinion,  sud  Mr.  B.,  is,  that 
they  have  not  They  luve  not  the  power  to 
oommnnicate  directly  with  the  President  on  the 
subject,  but  they  have  the  ^ower  to  give  in- 
formation on  the  snbjeot  to  this  House,  of  which 
they  are  the  orgao,  and  the  information  being 
so  given,  the  question  now  is,  whether  it  be 
proper  to  give  it  to  the  Execntive.  If  the  ap- 
pointment  of  a  Minister  was  necessary.  It  con- 
tlnnes  to  be  so.  If  it  was  necessary  a  month 
ago,  no  change  of  oironmstanoes  having  occur- 
red, the  interest  of  the  country  now  equally  de- 
mands that  a  Minister  proceed  direcUy  to  Mex- 
ioo ;  in  whioh  case  it  mi^t  be  necessary  for 
the  President,  on  receiving  this  information,  to 
designate  some  other  pereon  for  this  station,  &o. 

Mr.  Bdox,  of  Vermont,  made  a  few  obserra* 
tjons,  the  import  of  which  were,  that  it  was  not 
matwial  whether  this  information  were  glvea 
to  the  Executive  by  the  committee^  or  by  a 
vote  of  this  House — so  that  whether  the  pres- 
ent proposition  waa  agreed  to  or  not,  appeared 
to  bim  to  be  of  littie  importance. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  report 
of  the  committee,  as  above  stated,  and  it  waa 
agreed  to,  almost  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  Floyd  then  moved  that  the  Clerk  of  tbii 
House  be  directed  to  adopt  measures  te  expe- 
dite the  printing  of  the  report  of  the  SecretaiT 
of  the  Treaaury,  upon  whioh  the  laid  aaimn)ui& 
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oatioQ  is  foQiided,  and  diat  the  said  oommoDica- 
tion,  witfi   its    aecoiopftQying    "  '"    """ 

printed ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Fridat,  April  S8. 

Mr,  Mnian  Edwardt  tiotMei  }>y  the  Fntidmt 

net  to  J3epartJ¥om  m«  UhiUd  State*. 

A  Mexsflge  was  received  from  the  Pbuidbbt 
07  TOB  UmTKD  Stateb,  aa  tc^owo : 
To  the  Haatt  of  RtpTfanlali»4*<tf  tht  United  BtaUt: 

In  confonnit^  with  •  teeolution  of  the  Eouec  of 
KepresentaCivcs,  of  jesterdtj,  I  hare  receiTed  ■ 
copy  of  the  proceeding  of  tbe  committee  to  whom 
ms  referred  a  commnnic&tioD  from  Niniui  £d- 
wards,  Ulely  appointed  a  UEnister  Flenlpotentiary 
to  Ueiico,  in  which  it  a  decided  that  hia  atteodaDce 
In  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  being  examined  by 
the  committee,  on  matters  contained  in  the  said 
MmmunicfttioD^  was  requisite.  As  eoon  as  I  wat 
apprised  that  euch  a  commuoication  had  been  made 
to  the  House,  anticipaUng  that  the  attendance  of 
Mr.  Edwards  might  be  desired,  for  the  purpose 
Mated,  I  thought  it  proper  tliat  he  should  be  iafonn- 
ed  thereof,  sad  iostructed  him  not  to  proceed  oo 
his  mission,  but  to  await  iuch  call  as  might  be  made 
on  him,  either  by  the  House,  or  its  committee ;  and, 
lit  consequence,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  him  to 
that  effect,  \ij  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JAMEB  MONROK 

Apbil  83,  IB24. 
Publie  Land* — Prt-mnption   Sjfttem — Advene 
SeporL 

Hr,  'Wbifplx,  from  the  Coromittee  on  Public 
Lands,  who  were  instructed  hj  resolntiODS  paas- 
ed  by  the  House,  on  the  Slst  December,  1828,  and 
the  3d  and  28d  of  January  last,  to  inquire  into 
11)0  expediency  of  granting  pre-emption  rights 
In  the  purchase  of  public  lands,  in  certain  cases, 
and  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Hardy 
Dojal  and  George  Caperton,  and  the  petition  of 
JL  0.  Davis,  made  a  report  thereon ;  widoh 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

Before  ad*ertiiig  to  tbe  particular  cases  embraced 
by  the  resolutions  and  petitions  referred,  the  com- 
ndttee  deem  it  proper  to  make  some  general  obeer- 
valions  on  the  subject  of  pre-emption  granta,  aa  con- 
nected with  tbe  general  policy  of  the  OOTcmment 
in  relation  to  tbe  pablic  lands. 

By  reference  to  tbe  various  laws  on  the  subject  of 

e-e-emptions,  it  Hill  be  perceived  that,  where  the 
nited  States  have  acquired  territory  where  settle- 
ments existed  at  tbe  time  of  tbe  acquisition,  the  per- 
sona haling  made  such  settlements  have  been  pci^ 
mitted  by  the  Oovemment  to  retain  their  lauds  by 
paying  therefor  the  minimum  price,  subject  to  a 
reasonable  limitatioa  as  to  the  quantity  to  be  re- 
in GAMS  where  territory  has  been  acquh«d  from 
foreign  powers  by  treaty,  this  privilege  has  been  ex- 
teDided  to  the  period  in  wliich  the  United  States 
took  the  actual  possession  of  the  ceded  territory. 
Borne  modiHcations  of  these  principles  have,  at 
times,  and  under  particular  circumstances,  existed, 
but  the  mun  pnnci[^  has  been  generally  ad- 
hered to. 
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Tbe  committee  are  of  o[nnion  that  an  exten^n  of 
these  principles  would  be  injuHous  to  the  Gorem- 
ment,  u  well  as  to  those  who  may  heresSer  Ijecoine 
the  purchasers  of  tbe  pablio  lands,  and  probablf  to 
those,  also,  who  may  venture  to  settle  upon  Got- 
'  lands  without  authority  hereafter. 
_  .  not  be  perceived  by  what  priuciple  peraons 
having  do  color  of  title  should,  after  lands  on  which 
they  have  settled  were  koown  to  belong  to  the 
United  States  at  thetime  of  making  such  settlement, 
claim  the  pre-emption  right  to  such  lands. 

Should  the  Government  sanction  applications  of 

tlds  nature,  an  inducement  would  be  o^red  to  pei^ 

ins  of  an  eaterprisiug  dispositioa  to  anticipate,  ia 

'ery  quarter,  the  Government  in  its  sales  of  the 

iblio  lands,  and  to  settle  upon  and  improve  the 

ost  valuable  tracts  of  land,  which   thej  would 

claim  at  tbe  minimum  price,  whenever  such  laada 

were  brought  into  market  by  authority  of  the  United 

SUtea.    ' 

Purchasers  of  land  finding  themselves  prevented 
from  acquiring  good  lands,  voabl  abstain  from  por^ 
chases,  and  resort  to  illegal  settlements,  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  tliat  at  the  minimum  value,  which  thej 
could  not  obtain  at  fair  and  open  sale. 

Thus,  a  competition  wonid  be  excited  among  a 
certain  description  of  our  population,  to  locate  them- 
selves upon  the  pubUc  lands  without  much  regard  to 
lines  or  boundanes,  and  with  very  little  respect  for 
the  rights  either  of  the  Government  or  th^  Indian 
ne^bors. 

When  it  might  become  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  offer  for  sale  the  tracts  on  which  these  set- 
tlements had  been  made,  the  persons  interested 
would  find  arKUments  at  hand,  in  their  poverty  and 
distress,  and  the  situation  of  their  families,  to  show 
why  they  should  be  permitted  to  retain  their  homes 
and  their  improvements. 

Abuses  like  these  would  necessarily  attract  the 
attention  of  tbe  Government,  and  induce  Cougreaa 
to  adopt  rigorous  measures  to  repress  them,  by 
which  many  nho  had  thus  precipitately  made  un- 
authorized settlements  would  be  deprived  of  their 
labor,  and  again  be  compelled  to  begin  anew,  thus 
losing  the  labor  of  years. 

A  system  of  indulgence  to  those  who  trespass  by 
making  unauthorized  settiements  upon  the  lands  of 
the  United  States,  after  tiiose  Unds  are  known  to 
be  the  property  of  the  Oovemment,  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  be  productive  of  much 
perplexity  to  the  Government,  as  well  as  of  injury  to 
those  concerned  in  the  purchase  and  settlement  of 
the  national  domain. 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
several  resolutions  and  petitions  referred  to  them, 
which  relate  either  to  lue-emption  rights  or  to  in- 
didgences  prayed  for  by  those  who  have  made  nn- 
anthoriied  settlements  upon  the  public  lands. 

By  the  resolution  of  Decemlier  Slst,  1823,  the 
committee  are  "  instructed  to  inqoire  into  the  justice 
and  expei^ency  of  granting  to  actual  settlers  m  that 
partofthe  State  ofLouiriono,  lying  eostof  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  island  of  Kew  Orleans,  a  right  of  pre- 
emption to  public  lands,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
for  the  same  period  of  time  alter  possession  thereof 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  Btates,  as  was 
granted  to  such  settlers  in  the  late  Territory  of  Oi^ 
Mans,  after  possession  thereof  as  aforesaid." 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  reference  to  the  act  of 
Congress  of  April  12th,  1614,  that  preemption 
rights  were  granted  to  actual  settlera  In  that  part  of 
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th»  Slue  of  Lonisiaiia  vest  of  tb«  rlTer  Hlnisripi^ 
■p  to  the  dale  of  Baid  ut,  that  ia,  to  the  ISth  April, 
1814. 

The  Umted  St^tea  took  po«M«ioD  of  llili  portion 
of  tb»  State  orLniuBiuia  on  tfaa  lOth  of  December, 
1808,  cameqnentl;,  aettlen  for  a  period  of  eleTea 
TOTS  after  the  poesesnon  of  the  tcrritorj  of  (Means 
bj  the  United  Siatea,  had  the  right  of  pre^emptiott 
M  the  Unda  on  whlob  they  bad  Killed  seoared  to 

In  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Loaiaiana  vhloh 
Dm  eaat  of  the  liTer  Hisgisatp^  and  Island  of  Nev 
CMcMH^  •  dW^nt  rule  «u  adopted. 

nM  Gorenunent  did  not  get  poasennon  of  ihii 
portion  of  the  ceded  terntorj  imtil  the  aatumn  of 
1810  ;  prior  to  which  time  it  was  nnder  the  Qdf- 
enmient  of  Spain,  conseqnentlj,  settlers  In  this  por- 
tion of  the  territory  had  the  right  of  pre^emptioD 
ncnred  to  them  by  die  act  of  1S14,  only  for  a  period 
ik  four  yean  after  the  pOBseuioii  by  the  United 
Statea. 

Tlie  reaota^n,  therefore,  contemi^alea  eztendlDg 
to  aO  who  liad  made  settlemontt  on  the  public  landi 
of  tlie  United  States,  in  the  portion  of  the  State  of 
Loninana  eait  of  the  river  Uindsaipjd,  up  to  the 
year  IS2I,  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  land  on 
vludi  they  have  settlecl. 

Tbe  committee  deem  it  ineipe^ent  to  extend  the 
ti^t  of  pns«mption  in  this  manner. 

Tbeaet  of  the  tith  April,  ISU,  extended  equally 
to  an  parens  of  the  St«te  of  Loui^ana,  end  if  any 
inoqadHy  exitted  in  tbe  sitoation  of  the  people  of 
dilcicut  sectioni  of  the  State,  this  circumstance 
•i^bt  Dot  of  itaelf  to  be  mode  gromid  of  clum  upon 
the  Oorenunent  Tboae  who  reiide  east  of  the 
ritCT  Hisriasippi  and  Island  of  New  Orleans,  had, 
bj  that  law,  the  right  of  retaining  their  lands  at  the 
■mtsnnii  Talae,  althongh  tiiey  had  settled  on  them 
wtthoot  kave  of  the  Qoreniment,  four  years  after 
file  lands  were,  by  solemn  transfer  and  formal  pot- 
Mnion,  known  to  be  the  property  of  the  United 
States;  the  Government  has,  therefore,  treated 
tlkCK  settlen  wltb  ereat  lenity  and  indulgence ;  and 
if  Bonra  of  their  ne^hbors  bare,  by  the  pecul^rity 
■f  their  rftnations,  derived  greater  benefits  from 
the  act  of  ISth  April,  1B14,  the  committee  cannot, 
on  this  account,  be  induced  to  deem  It  proper  to 
Miction  tbe  principle  that  persons  ought  to  be  en- 
nnmged  to  aettle  npon  the  public  lands  for  ten  or 
rieren  years  after  thej  are  known  to  be  the  prop- 
etty  of  the  DaHed  Sutei.  It  may,  however,  be 
dtobted,  whether  the  act  of  1814  has  not  operated 
Marl  J  eqnally  npon  the  settlers  on  the  public  lauds 
within  the  State  of  Louisiana.  It  was  well  known 
by  the  people,  that  ihe  whole  territory  acquired  by 
th*  treaty  ceding  Loutnona  to  tbe  United  States, 
mold  ultimately  fall  under  their  Government,  and 
there  can  be  litttedoubttbatmany  settlements  were 
■(de  within  the  territory  In  onticlpatiOD  of  this 
CTent ;  hence,  the  time  of  taking  poasessioa  of  dif- 
ittent  portions  of  that  tract  of  country,  could  pro- 
dnee  very  little  inequality  with  respect  to  those  who 
had  pre-emption  rights  granted  them  by  tbe  act  of 
the  12th  April,  1814. 

By  the  resolution  of  January  3d,  1824,  the  com- 
nittee  are  instructed  "  to  inquire  into  the  expedl- 
tney  of  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  all 
pertoiu  to  mill  seats  on  public  lands,  where  the 
■an*  may  have  been  actually  improved  as  such  by 
Ihem." 

It  will  be  really  pereeired  that,  if  the  Oovern- 


ment  should  sanction  a  principle  of  tMs  kind,  thesa 
valuable  appendages  to  the  public  lands  would  be 
universally  token  up  and  occupied  to  the  great  in- 
jury of  the  Government,  and  with  no  advantage  to 
those  who  may  wish  to  purchase  pablio  lands,  ex< 
cept  to  the  &vored  individua!. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  tt 
would  be  injudicious,  and  that  It  is  inexpedient  to 
adopt  such  a  provision. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  same  date,  tbe  commltteo 
■re  instructed  "  to  inqtdre  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  to  actual  oettlera  prior  to  the  Ist  of  July, 
1830,  in  the  Bute  of  Alabama,  the  right  of  puroboB- 
ing,  by  pre-emption  Q^  at  least  one-quarter  section 
of  land,  embracing  tmlr  family  residences." 

The  committee  refer  to  the  general  observations 
In  the  commencement  of  this  report,  and  again  re- 
peat that  they  can  see  no  sound  reason  for  permit- 
ting persona  who  have  knowingly  made  unauthorized 
settlements  on  the  public  lands,  to  have  and  enjoy 
peculiar  privileges  and  indulgences  ;  tbey  are  there- 
fore of  oi^nion  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure 
would  be  impoUtioand  Inexpedient. 

By  a  resolution  of  January  38d,  1834,  the  com- 
mittee are  instructed  "to  inqiure  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  reviving  the  law  of  the  3fith  Uaroh, 
1816,  relating  to  the  cettlen  on  the  lands  of  tba 
United  States." 

This  act,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  It,  pro- 
rides  that  penons  lettling  on  tbe  public  lands  <^ 
the  United  States,  may,  upon  application  to  a  reg- 
ister, recorder,  or  marshal,  or  to  such  pereon  aS 
either  of  them  may  appoint,  be  permitted  to  remain 
on  such  lands,  provided  the  applicant  shall  sign  a 
declaratioa,  purporting  that  he  or  she  has  no  claim 
to  the  lands  on  which  he  or  she  may  be  located. 
Books  are  to  be  kept  and  ■  registry  of  the  applications 
end  permis^ons  is  to  be  made,  and  such  forms  pre- 
scribed as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  tlie 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
may  direct.  The  persons  availing  themselves  of  tho 
provisions  of  this  act  are  to  be  conddered  as  ten- 
ants at  will,  and  to  obligate  themeelves  not  to  com- 
mit waste,  and  to  yield  quiet  possesmon  when  tbe 
lands  shall  be  sold  by  the  Government. 

The  committee  can  see  no  good  reason  for  ro- 
oewiDE  this  law,  wUch  has  been  continued  in  fores 
until  the  3d  March,  1810,  a  period  of  three  years. 

Those  who  had  located  themselves  on  the  publlo 
lands  prior  to,  and  until  the  3d  of  March,  1810,  have 
had  opportunity  to  avail  tbemselvea  of  the  benefits 
of  this  act,  and  those  who  have  since  that  Umc  made 
unauthorized  settlements  on  the  vacant  lands  of 
the  United  States,  can  have  no  Just  ground  of  com- 
plaint, if  left  to  the  ordinary  operation  of  tbe  laws 
relating  to  such  persons. 

To  revive  the  law  of  1818,  would  be  to  hold  oat 
inducements  to  settle  on  the  public  lands,  under  the 
expectation,  that  until  such  lands  were  sold,  the 
persons  making  settlements  would  be  permitted  to 
cultivate  and  Improve  them  for  their  own  profit  and 
beneflt.  Were  theGovemment  to  granttbesefocili- 
ties,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  no  regard  whatever 
would  be  paid  to  the  regulations  of  tbe  laws  tbr- 
bidding  unauthorized  satUements  npon  the  publio 

The  experience  of  the  Government  would  lead  us 
to  conclude,  that  the  final  request  of  these  settlers 
would  be  for  pre-emption  rights,  or  at  least  lo  be 
permitted  to  retain  their  crops.  But  the  committee 
tnut  that  enough  has  been  said  to  riiow  the  iitdo* 
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bDidbte  nature  of  thla  propodtion;  tbej  wiU  tbere- 
fbcedioniuit. 

The  petition  of  Lewii  0.  DiltIi  ma  referred  to 
tb«  committee  on  tbe  asth  Januarj,  IS24.  He 
states  thu  he  puretmsed  s  quarter  aectlon  of  Und 
la  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  which  he  ^Tcfourteea 
doUara  per  acre,  that  he  is  unable  to  pay  for  it  and 
nu  compelled  to  relioqiiiBh  it,  and  praja  to  be  per- 
mitted to  re-eater  the  land  at  the  pre-emption  price- 
There  appears  to  be  notbiog  in  thii  case  to  entitle 
tbe  petitioner  to  particular  favor,  and  the  committee 
■ee  no  cause  wh;  he  idionld  not  be  subjected  to  the 
operation  of  tbe  laws  and  regolatioiis  of  the  Oot- 
flmment  reUlive  to  anch  caaea. 

The  petition  of  HarJj  DojA  and  Oeor^  Caper- 
ton,  of  Alabama,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
a7th  January,  1B24,  Btateg  that  the  petitioner!  have 
erected  a  griet-niill  on  the  public  lands  and  cleareda 
farm  a<]joining  it;  that  thej  haTe  expended  their 
whole  property  in  the  enterprise;  thej  therefore 

Cr  to  he  permitted  to  take  a  certain  quantity  of 
1  indading  their  mill,  at  tbe  preemption  value, 
and  that  the  Government  ihould  erant  them  a  ere^ 
of  ail  months  from  the  issuing  of  tbe  patent. 

The  committee  deem  it  unneceatarj  to  enter  into 
detailed  reasooing  to  show  tbe  inadmissibility  of  this 
proposition.  It  is  suSicient  to  remark,  that  it  is  in 
direct  contravention  of  the  policy  which  it  is  be- 
lieved the  Government  ought  to  pursue,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  puttini 
oo  tbe  pnblic  J 

Penelope  Deime]/. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CiUBEBLXsa,  the  House 
went  into  Committeo  of  the  Whole,  QSr.  Oosdict 
In  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of 
Penelopa  Denney."  Several  documents  were 
retid.  The  qasHtion  b^g  still  pending  from  a 
former  sitting,  in  Jaanarf,  to  Amend  the  hill, 
by  providing  the  eopport  of  Mrs.  Denney  from 
the  Navy  Pension  Ftmd,  instead  of  the  Treaenir 
of  the  UnitAd  States,  a  debate  arose,  in  whifui 
Heears.  Caubbbleko,  Finxxs,  Wood  of  New 
York,  Wabpikld,  and  Buohanam,  took  part 

Mr.  BuoHAKAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause — and  the  debate  was  then  &rther 
oontinned  bj  Mr.  Fullxd,  Mr.  BcOHABAir,  M^. 
CAifBRELENQ,  Mt.  LiTiNoaTOir,  iii.  Wabtikld, 
and  Mr.  Shabpb. 

In  this  debate,  the  merits  of  Denney  were 
not  disputed,  nor  the  wants  of  his  mother,  bat 
it  was  olyected  to  the  bill  thai  it  introdnced  a 
new  principle  in  the  pension  laws  of  tiie  United 
States,  by  proviiling  for  parents ;  the  present 
laws  only  making  provision  for  widows  and  chil- 
dren; and  it  was  further  argaedthat,ifdven  at 
all,  the  pension  should  come  ont  of  the  Treasniy 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  ont  of  the  Navy 
Pension  Fund.  That  fond,  consisting  of  contn- 
hntions  of  prize  money,  was,  at  its  creation, 
pled^  to  a  class  of  persons  to  which  cases  of 
this  xind  did  not  belong,  and  it  Toold  be  a 
breach  of  pnblio  fdtb  to  totich  it. 

The  qnestioo  was  then  taken  on  striking  ont 
the  enacting  daase,  and  dedded  in  the  n^ataTe 
— ^ee  66,  noes  88. 

The  question  then  reonrring  on  striking  out 
the  clause  of  Hie  bill  which  proyidee  to  pay  the 


pension  "ont  of  soy  moneys  in  tbe  Treasary  of 
tbe  nnit«d  States,"  and  inserting,  in  its  plsoe, 
"the  Navy .  Pension  Fund,"  the  debate  was 
resamed  by  Messrs.  Bbeok,  CAHBBEi.Exa,  Fnif- 
LKR,  HAMCTOif,  and  BirCHANAir ;  and  tbe  qnea- 
taken  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ayes  89,  noes  S8. 

The  Cill  was  then  reported  to  tbe  Eonse; 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  question 
being  on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  Mr. 
Bbxoe  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  METOAI.FS  then  moved  to  lay  tbe  bill  on 
the  table,  wliich  was  negatived — ayea  fiO,  noes 
83. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  on  ordering  the  U11  to  » 
third  reading,  were  then  taken :  Yeas  63,  naya 
08.    So  the  Ull  was  r^ected. 

Batubdat,  April  24. 
AcQoummtnt  of  Congreu. 

Mr.  TATLOit,froratbejointoonimittoe  appoint* 
ed  to  report  what  business  required  tbe  atten- 
tion of  Oongresa  during  the  nresent  sesaioD,  and 
at  what  time  Congress  shall  a^jonm,  made  a 
report  in  part  with  respect  to  the  ba^e«s  to  be 
taken  up,  which  b  divided  into  classes,  and 
reported  the  following  resoladon : 

Rnolved,  Tbat  all  the  legislative  bnainess  before 
tbe  Senate ;  the  bills  before  the  House  of  Bepre- 
senU.tives,  mentioned  in  sebedules  No.  1,  S,  8,  4; 
and  so  many  of  those  mentioned  in  achcdule  No.  6, 
as  time  sbaU  permit — be  acted  upon  at  tbe  present 
seHsion.  That  precedence  be  given  to  private 
claims,  examined  aadaanctioned  by  tbe  committees 
(o  which  they  were  respectively  referred,  and  to 
bills  of  a  public  nstureirhicb  it  Ll  believed  will  not 
require  protracted  ^Ksuasion.  And  tbat  those 
which  are  embraced  in  schedule  No.  B,  which  shall 
not  be  decided  upon  before  the  liang  of  Congress, 
be  preferred  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  at  tbe  com- 
mencement of  the  next  sesnon  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Tatlob  explained  the  arrangement  whiah 
the  oommittoe  nad  made,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

J)aily  Bteeu,  ite. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  f^om  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  following  resolution : 

Jie4olved,  That,  after  this  day,  untn  otherwise  oi^ 
dered,  the  House  will  daily  take  a  recess,  from  two 
o'clock,  until  four  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Oaupbxll  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
resolutdon.  There  would  be  a  difficulty  in 
procuring  a  qoomm.  Tbe  avening  sessioa 
mnat  be  short.  He  was  utterly  oppoeed  to  noc- 
turnal sessions,  &a. 

Mr.  Tatlob  replied,  and  indsted  that  the 
measure  proposed  was  the  best  mode  of  avoid- 
ing the  neoeasity  of  nocturoal  sessions.  It 
would  obriata  the  necessity  of  prolonging  tba 
session. 

At  the  BOggestJoa  of  Ur.  Webster,  the 
motion  was  modified,  so  as  to  propose  a  recess 
from  two  o'clock  imtil  four,  and  the  hour  of 
meeting  in  the  morning  to  be  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  DwiOBi  inquired  whether,  if  ttue  rawdo- 
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tion  ihonld  be  adopted,  it  is  probable  the  oom- 
iwttea  vonld  oononr  in  tha  date  of  a^onmment 
naolTod  upon  by  the  S^iate? 

Ur.  Tatlob  replied,  and  explained. 

BMneeouTwaatioii  took  place  between  Measre, 
SnwAXT,  Vnota,  Lnru,  Taixob,  UoOot, 

yn»MWP    and  SlXVABT. 

Tbe  TWDlirtioD  was  then  adopted,  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  orden  of  the  day  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

HasDiY,  April  2S. 

Jtelroetmon  qf  AlexaTidria. 

Itr.  Kkux  presented  a  roemorial  of  BondiT- 

inhabitanta  of  the  count;  of  Alexandria,  in  the 

Dirtrict  of  Colnmbio,  praying  that  they  maj  be 


Oobmbia. 

WBDHBDi.T,  April  2fi. 

Clam  o/J)aniel  D.  Tomphiat. 

A  Veasage  iraa  received  from  the  PBEanmrr 

or  TBI  UEnTKD  Stater  which  was  read  as  fbl- 

TIi«  Home  of  Be[KeientatiTes  haviag  refemd 
bKk  ttn  BcoMiDts  and  cUiiru  of  Dutiel  T.  Tomp- 
tioi,  bte  GoTemor  of  Kew  Tork,  to  be  settled  on 
tba  prindjdei  eatabMied  b;  the  report  of  the  com- 
■itue,  wd  the  law  founded  on  it,  in  the  Uat  Be>- 
Mn;  I  luiTa  reconiodered  the  aabject,  and  noir 
MBmnmiiMe  the  result. 

^  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  it  wu  an- 
deniood  was  adopted  by  the  House,  It  was  decided 
fiat  his  BccoontB  and  claims  should  be  settled  on 
A*  toBz  following  prinuplea : 

Knt  That  interest  should  be  allowed  him  on  all 
MHMys  adTaoccd  by  him  for  the  public,  from  (he 
tm  u  the  ad*anM  to  that  of  his  b^n^  relmbuTsed. 

Bteond.  That  a  leaaonabie  commlasioa  should  be 
•lowed  him  on  iUl  mmieys  ditbuned  by  hhn  during 
Oa  late  war. 

Third.  That  an  indemnity  should  be  allowed  for 
■I  loMea  which  be  had  austaiued  by  the  &ilnTs  of 
At  Ooiemment  to  foMl  its  enganmenta  to  send 
kirn  mcmey,  or  Treasury  nolee,  wi£in  the  tiiae  spo- 
oled, to  be  depouCed  iu  certoin  banks,  as  colktnal 
■cmity,  for  loans  procured  by  him,  at  the  request, 
nd  ou  account  of,  the  OoTemment. 

Fourth.  That  he  should  not  be  held  responsible 
Ik  kisses  incurred  by  the  frauds  and  &Iluresaf  sub- 
■nnt*,  to  whom  moneys  were  adrancad  through 

(hitheBrst:  That  of  interMt  on  his  advances  for 
Ih*  pabKe,  I  have  allowed  him  tl4,4S8  «B.  This 
■Oowinee  la  made  on  advances  admitted  by  the  ae- 
sswling  dnartment,  and  on  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
^■likiDB  that  the  remittances  nude  to  Mm,  after 
Iss  adranees,  and  previons  to  the  S4th  of  December, 
Ull,  when  a  very  large  sum  was  remitted  to  him, 
wen  ^^ilied  to  public  purposes,  and  not  to  the  n>- 
UMtnement  of  his  advances. 

On  the  second  head :  Tbat  of  a  reasonable  com- 
■ision  for  his  diaburaementa,  during  the  late  war, 
ikave  snowed  hhn  Ave  per  cent,  on  the  whole  sum 
Wiutsed  by  him,  amounting  to  ninety-two  thou- 
■nd  two  hundred  and  Uitneeo  dollars,  thirteen 
Mab  I  have  made  him  this  extra  aUovanoe  In 
TokTHL — I 
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condderation  of  the  dd  which  ha  aflbrded  to  tha 

Government  at  that  important  ^>och,  In  obtaining 
the  loan  of  a  con^deraUe  part  of  the  sums  thus  di*> 

On  the  third  head:  That  of  an  iodemnlly  for  loaa- 
ea  snstained  by  him,  in  consequence  of  the  fuluie 
of  the  Ooveniment  to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  send 
him  money  or  Treasury  uotea  within  the  time  speid- 


notee,  for  which  he  was  respondble. 

On  the  fourth  head :  That  of  losses  snattdned  by 
him  by  any  frauds  or  failures  of  sob-agents,  none 
guch  having  been  shown,  no  allowance  whatever 
has  been  made  to  him. 

From  the  amount  thus  sllowed  to  Xi.  Tompkin% 
after  deducting  the  sum  paid  him,  under  the  act  of 
the  present  seudon,  and  the  moneys  charged  to  hta 
account,  there  will  remuQ  a  balance  due  him,  of 
$60,238  4S,  as  appears  by  the  sketch  herewith 
ODmmanlcated. 

In  making  a  final  decision  on  Ur.  TiMui^JoA 
claims,  a  queatiou  ariaes,  shall  interest  be  allowed 
him  on  the  amount  of  the  commission  on  his  ^a- 
bursements  r  The  law  of  the  last  seadon  grants  to 
the  President  s  power  to  allow  Interest  on  mooeya 


disbm 


{meets.     To  mike  such  allowan 


I  belonga 


,  on  the  principles 
established  by  the  Inw  of  the  last  session,  a  commis- 
sion on  disburse  menta  would  then  have  been  al- 
lowed him.  This  consideration  operates  with  great 
force  in  &vor  of  the  allowance  of  interest  on  that 
ion,  at  thia  time,  which  1  recommend  to 


think  proper  to  add,  that  the  oSldal  relation 
which  I  bore  to  Governor  Tompkins,  at  that  very 
interesting  epoch,  under  the  highly  distinguished 
and  meritorious  citizen  ander  whom  we  both  served, 
en&btliig  me  to  feel  very  senmbly  the  value  of  his 
services,  eicltea  a  strong  interest  m  his  &vor,  which 
I  deem  it  not  improper  to  express. 

JAHS  KONltOE. 

AraiL  S8,  IBSi. 

The  Uessage  and  document  were  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Ways  and  Ifeans. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

HonnaT,  May  8. 
Claim  of  Manachmettt. 

Ur.  HudLTOK,  of  Boath  Oarolina,  from  the 
IGIitary  OommitCee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
Uenage  of  the  Preaidenl  of  the  United  Bt«tc« 
on  the  daim  of  Uassaohnaetta  for  aervioea  ren- 
dered bj  the  militia  of  that  State  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  made  a  report,  ao- 
oompanied  by  a  bill  "  to  anthorise  the  settle- 
ment and  payment  of  the  claims  of  the  State  <rf 
Haaaaohnsette  for  certain  services  rendered  dur- 
ing the  late  war."  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
the  report: 

The  Committee  on  HllitaiT  AtUrs,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  "  on  the  clsun  of  UaieMhnaetts  for  services 
rendered  by  the  milida  of  that  Btale  during  the  late 
war  wid)  Great  Britain,"  beg  leave  moat  ra^eot&l- 
ly  to  report : 
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Th&t,  in  coasidering  the  subject  anbinitted 
their  iDTeBCigatioD,  ibej  hare  been  fully  impreesed 
with  Its  intrineic  importance,  tnd  its  UBOcLation 
vlth  erenti  whicb  were  onoe  the  oceudon  of  much 
■ensibility  »nd  eicilement.  They  trust,  however, 
that  they  have  approached  the  discuesion,  devoid 
of  all  prejudice,  with  an  honest  desire,  in  doing 
justice,  to  sual^n  thoae  great  principles  of  concord 
knd  power,  which  ace  essential  to  the  durability  of 
this  Union. 

Your  cotamlttee  deem  it  entirely  nnnecessary  that 
thoT  should  recite  all  the  circumstances  comprising 
a  history  of  this  claim,  as  they  are  generally  kuowu 
to  the  natioQ,  and  are  ti>  be  fonnd  in  an  authentic- 
•hape,  in  the  documectA  accompanying  the  Pres- 
ident's Ueaaage.  To  this  source  your  coinmittee 
would  ask  a  special  reference. 

It  will  be  sufficient  for  present  purposes  to  pre- 
mise, that  a  Urge  portion  of  the  claim  of  Usasa- 
cbnsetts  does  not  appear  to  be  afiected  by  those 
constitutional  difficulties  which  so  long,  in  the  cod- 
dderation  of  the  GiecotlTe  of  the  United  Slates, 
operated  as  ao  impediment  to  {t«  «4)uatment. 

Your  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
the  serrices  rendered  by  the  militia  of  Hossacbn- 
■etts,  which  may  be  considered  beyond  all  excep- 
tion, and  as  entitled  to  remuneration,  are  comprised 
in  a  class  of  cases  in  which,  by  the  spontaneous  im- 
pulse of  the  militia,  with  or  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Executive  of  that  State,  or  with  or  without  a 
requisition  on  the  part  of  the  officer  of  the  United 
BtBtes  commanding  the  department,  they  usembled, 
either  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  actual  invauon, 
or  under  a  well-founded  apprehension  of  invasion. 
It  is,  in  fact,  on  this  principle,  and  on  this  principle 
onl;,  that  the  claimsfor  militia  services  of  the  vari- 
ous States  have  been  audited  and  allowed  at  the 
Department  of  War.  Services  of  this  description, 
paMotically  performed,  ought  not  to  be  prejudiced 
by  a  pre-eiisting  difference  of  opiiuon  between  the 
Ezncutive  of  HassachuBelts  and  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  United  Slates  forces,  as  to  an  abatiBct 
construction  of  the  constitution,  when  such  a  dif- 
ference of  oiHoion  appears  to  have  had  no  aort  of 
effect  on  the  eilcnt  and  character  of  the  services 
afforded.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  your  committee 
are  equally  nnanimouB  in  declaring  that,  in  all  cases 
wliere  the  acta  of  the  Executive  of  Uassachusetts 
save  adirectioQ  to  the  services  of  the  militia  of  that 
State,  in  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, the  claim  for  such  services  is  altogether 
inadmissible  ;  for  these,  the  government  of  Massa- 
chusetts may  be  considered  Co  have  incurred  an  ulte- 
rior and  eiclusive  responsibility  to  her  own  people. 

Your  committee  waive  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion how  far  the  renuoeiation,  on  the  part  of  the 
Exeoutive  and  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Masaa- 
ehusetts,  of  the  unconadtntionalprindpleB  on  which 
tbe  then  Governor  of  tliat  State  acted,  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  war,  is  necessary  to  the  allowance  of 
any  portion  of  tiie  claims  of  the  StaCe  for  the  ser- 
vices in  question.  These  claims,  when  first  pre- 
•ented  for  sdjustment,  immediately  after  the  late 
war,  were  considered  rather  in  tbe  mass,  than  in 
reference  tn  tho  parUeular  items  of  which  they  are 
composed.  In  bet,  at  that  early  period,  the  prin- 
riples  on  which  the  claims  for  militia  services  ought 
to  be  audited  aud  allowed,  were  but  imperfectly 
fixed.  The  subsequent  presentation  and  eiamina- 
tioa  of  tlie  claims  of  tbe  several  Statea,  for  such 
•errioet,  liave  alied  nmch  light  on  lU*  mlyeot,  anil 


overlooked  at  the  CI 

Your  committee,  however,  cajinot  abstain  &om 
indulging  in  one  remark,  that,  if  the  fact  of  the 
Government  of  Uassachusetts  having  declined,  for 
some  years  subsequent  to  the  Ute  war,  to  renounce 
the  unconstiiutioaal  doctrines  of  ber  then  Kxeco- 
tive,  as  developed  in  the  o[dnions  of  the  judges  of 
her  supreme  judicial  court,  can  be  supposed  ever  to 
have  home  upon  that  portion  of  the  claim  which 
the  committee  have  recommended  for  payment,  tlie 
recent  disavowal  of  her  present  Executive  and 
Legislature  furnishes  at  least  a  belief  that  all  dan- 
ger of  a  future  collision  between  the  General  flov- 
cmment  and  the  Btates,  in  reference  to  tbe  aulhori* 
ty  of  the  former  over  the  militia  of  the  latter,  has 
been  permanently  removed.  In  this  light,  tho 
committee  cannot  but  regard  the  renimcialion  as 
honorable  to  the  Chief  Uagistrate  and  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  and  as  liighly  useful  in  fixing  tbe 
true  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  on  on  inter- 
esting and  important  point.  This  disavowal,  in 
consonance,  as  it  is  affirmed,  with  tbe  sentiment  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  Uassachnsetta,  la, 
indeed,  b  reiteration  of  the  language  which  was  ex- 
pressed by  the  Senate  of  that  State,  as  early  aa 
October,  IBIS,  at  the  moment  when  the  unfortu- 
nate irritation  between  the  Kational  and  State  funo- 
tionanes  was  molt  exasperated,  aud  when  r«mnner- 
ation  for  these  services  formed  nrither  a  subject 
of  calculation  nor  delire. 

Your  committee.  In  conclnedon,  recommend  that, 
in  oil  coses  where  the  militia  of  the  Stale  of  Massa- 
chusetts were  called  out  in  conformity  with  tbe  de- 
sire of  an  officer  of  the  General  Qovemment,  or  to 
repel  actual  inYMion,  or  under  a  welt-founded  appre- 
hension of  invanon,  during  the  late  war,  the  claim 
of  tbe  State  for  such  militia  services  be  allowed, 
ander  the  oana]  rules  of  auditing  and  allowing  timi- 
lar  clalma ;  provided  the  number  of  troops  so  c^ed 
ont  were  not  in  undne  proportion  to  the  exigency. 

Your  committee  likewise  recommend  that  the 
claims  of  Uassachusetts,  not  comprehended  in  tha 
above  description  of  coses,  be  dls^owed-  And,  In 
conformity  with  the  foregcdng  principles,  *tk  iMtn 
to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  HAinLTOH  moTsd  to  reler  this  report  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  th«  Btat«  of  the 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  ottjeoted  to  tlus  oonra«t 

as  giving  ondae  prefarenoe  to  this  over  othw 
busineee.  He  wished  it  to  be  referred  ia  the 
Qsnal  coarse  of  bonDess,  fbr  the  parpoee  of  dia> 
onseion,  simplj  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HiKiLTON  urged  the  importance  of  this 
claitn,  OS  chuming  from  tbem  urgent  coDsiden- 
tion.  The  course  which  he  now  proposed  had 
been  pnrsned  in  regard  U>  certain  claims  of  (he 
fitata  of  Georgia,  atid  be  thought  the  claims  now 
reported  npon  were  at  least  equally  entitled  to 
attention  from  the  Uon^e.  Tbe  misrepresenta- 
tion in  some  cases,  and  miBunderetaodiog  in 
others,  under  which  tbia  clum  labored,  ren- 
dered it  highly  expedient  that  it  ahoold  have  t 
prompt  "'""■■"*t""i  when  he  had  no  donbt  of 
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being  able  to  ntisf  j  the  HooBe  of  the  ezpedienc; 
<rf  providing  for  its  liquidation,  &c 

Ml.  Cobb  uid  Ite  did  not  mean  to  utter  a 
ni^e  word  ID  opposition  to  the  jnatice  of  this 
daim.  It  was  very  probable  the  gentlewao 
from  Booth  Oarolina  might  be  able  to  oonvince 
cren  incredolit;  itself  on  tbe  salyect.  Mj  only 
objecticm  to  the  proposed  reference  ia,  said  Hr. 
0.,  that  there  is  no  resemblaoce  between  this 
ease  and  that  of  the  Georgia  militia  olaima,  to 
whidi,  I  presnine,  the  gentleman  refers;  bat, 
if  there  were,  that  the  snt^eet  of  those  claims 
of  Qeoi^  is  beford  an  ordinary  committee, 
and  not  a  Ocaawitboo  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  tbe  Union.  I  am  willing  to  giva  this  claim 
tbe  same  direction  aa  they  have  Teoelved. 

Mr.  Hakiltom  swd,  that,  with  regard  to  the 
Georgia  militia  claim,  hekaew  it  had  token  that 
diiecdon.  The  claim  of  Geoi^a  to  which  he 
■Ihidedj  howerer,  was  that  last  reported  upon, 
Tetpecting  the  Indian  reeervations  within  the 
Wits  of  that  State. 

The  qnmtian  wae  then  taken  npon  the  mo- 
tioD  of  Jlr.  HuuLiOH,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 

tiTA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oobb,  the  report  was  then 
TcfeiTed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 
Oeevpj/ing  Claunont  Zou*,  (£a 

On  motjon  of  Ur.  Lstoexb,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House leaolred  itself  into  a  Oommittetfof  the' 
Wbcde  oa  tbe  state  of  tbe  Union,  Mr.  Dwiset 
in  tbe  chair,  on  the  remonstranoe  addressed  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Btates^  by  the  State 
ol  Kentneky,  on  the  subject  of  the  decision  of 
the  Svpreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Green  w. 
Kddle,  involving  tbe  oonatitntiooality  of  the 
^tC^nPTing  claimant  laws  of  Kentucky,  as  they 
are  DHoally  called, 

Kr.  Letohcb  then  submitted  a  propoation,  in 
tbe  foUowiog  words : 

"  SMoltHi,  That  proririon  oocht  to  be  aiade  by 
hw,  requiting,  inanj  ouue  decided  in  the  Supreme 
Coort,  ID  which  ahtil  be  drawn  in  queitioQ  tbe 
nlidity  of  any  part  of  the  cODStitntioD  of  ■  State, 
or  of  any  act  passed  by  tbe  Legislature  of  a  State, 

Ihit justices  shall  concur  in  pronouncing  snob 

fan  of  tbe  said  cooMitution  or  act  to  be  iuTalid  ; 
ud  that,  without  the  concorrence  of  thit 
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•ooQcing  t) 


otMid  justices,  the  part  of  the 

•f  tbe  L^islatare,  as  tbe  case  may  ne,  BO  Orawn  u 

qitsdoo,  shall  not  be  deemed,  or  holden,  Invalid. 

"  Rttolwd,  That  the  jastioes  aforesaid,  In  pro- 

'~t  their  judgment  in  any  rach  oaoss,   as 

1,  ought  to  be  required,  by  lav,  to  give 

_ir  opinions,  with  their  respective  reasons  there- 
for, separately  and  distinctly,  if  the  judgment  of  tlie 
Court  be  against  the  validity  of  the  part  of  the  coo- 
Hitntion  or  act  drawn  in  question,  as  aforesaid. 

"  JUtalrtd,  That  tlie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
he  uutructed  to  report  a  b&l  In  conformity  to  the 
[recediag  resolations." 

ICr.  Lbtchbb  observed  that,  inthe  muchoele- 
bcated  and  never  to  be  forgetten  case  of  Green 
(*.  Biddle,  the  judgment  prononnced  and  the 
pdnciplee  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Dnit«d  Slatea,  had  girea  great  alarm  to  the 


people  of  Kentucky.   As  that  'n 


indeed,  had  i 
and  memorial  now  before  the  committee,  it 
mi^t  not  be  irrelevant  for  him  to  take  a  very 
brief  review  of  it 

He  did  not  intend,  he  uld,  to  make  a  tediooa 
law  argament;  he  would,  however,  sugiiest,  on 
the  threshold,  if  any  gentleinan,  from  Virginia 


to  maintain  that  decision  ta  correct,  npon  any 
of  the  well-settled  dootrinee  of  the  law,  withont 
wishing  to  be  nnderetood  as  nsing  language  of 
a  gasoonading  character,  ha  would  say,  the 
limited  delegation  from  Eentaeky  were  ready, 
at  any  tiina,  and  before  any  tribimal,  to  meat 

In  the  year  1789,  Kentneky,  thenan  integral 
part  of  Virginia,  and  twing  desirons  of  beoom- 
aig  an  independent  State  of  tbe  Federal  Unioa, 
entered  into  a  compact  with  Virginia,  with  a 
view  to  a  separation  for  that  end.  It  consisted 
of  eight  articles ;  one  of  which  was  drawn  into 
dispute  in  the  case  to  which  he  had  alluded; 
and  the.  deddon  of  the  Supreme  Oonit  upon  it, 
had  virtually  declared  that  Kentneky,  althoa^ 
nominally  a  sovereign  and  free  State,  haa, 
neTertbeleaa  no  le^alativejnrisdiotioa  over  her 
own  soil.  She  is  a  sovereign  State;  but  yet 
has  no  power  to  pass  any  law  for  the  aid,  tbe 
convenience,  the  oomibrt,  and  the  protection 
of  her  own  oitiiens.  This  decision,  the  people 
of  Kentneky  had  viewed  as  a  most  ruinous  and 
extraordinary  one;  and  it  is  only  becsnse  they 
have  entertained  the  liveliest  hope  that  the  case 
still  admits  of  some  remedy,  that  a  greater  ex- 
dtoment  has  not  prevailed. 

But  what,  Bud  Ur.  L.,  are  the  laws  of  Keft- 
tnoky,  whioh  that  decision  has  prononnced  a 
violation  of  the  oompoct,  and  therefore  tmocHt- 
stitntional)  and  what  were  tbe  oiroumstanoea 
nnder  which  they  were  enacted  t  The  first  act 
of  the  Kentucky  Legislatnre  passed  in  (he  year 
1797,  the  second  in  1613.  Gaoh  bod  for  ite  ob- 
ject, in  case  of  his  eviction,  by  a  paramount 
title,  to  seonre  to  tjfk  occnpant  who  hod  settled 

rn  the  land  in  good  futh,  believing^  it  to  be 
own,  and  who  had  made  valuable  improve- 
ments upon  the  some,  a  reasonable  oomponna 
tioD  for  those  improvements. 

The  neoeaaity  of  these  several  laws  grew  out 
of  the  oondition  of  the  coimtry.  The  early  set- 
tlers of  the  Btate  bad  to  contend  with  the  moat 
complicated  and  appalling  diSoultiea,  They 
bad  not  only  to  encounter  every  species  of  toi^ 
of  peril,  and  of  Boffering,  incident  to  the  settle- 
ment of  on  unexplored  wildemeea,  but  they  hod 
to  struggle  with  a  formidable  and  savage  foe, 
in  a  war  of  ten  years'  duration.  When,  sir, 
they  had  conquered  this  enemy,  and  in  some 
small  degree  began  to  enjoy  tbe  fruits  of  their 
efforts,  innumerable  claims  were  set  up 'to  the 
land,  which  they  bad  first  conquered  and  then 
defended ;  clunis  which  grew  out  of  the  mis- 
taken poLioy,  not  of  Kentocky,  but  Virpiua. 
rhatpoU<7  had  literally  ooTwed  the  o  — ^^ 
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orer  and  over  again  with  a  great  variety  of  oon- 
fliotiog  cMme.  These  advene  claims  necee- 
aarily  ooca^ooed,  to  the  first  settlers,  the  great- 
eet  distress,  aod  tronble,  and  litigatioii.  The 
early  odventarer  to  the  condtiy,  who  had  eX' 
perienoed  every  sort  of  privation,  was  very  illy 
requited  for  hia  boldneee,  his  induatty,  and  his 
enterprise.  Jnst  after  he  had  been  able  to  ob- 
tua  a  Kood  tract  of  land,  to  build  booses,  to 
dear  fleldB,  with  the  most  flatterins  prospects 
before  him  of  providing  for  a  dependeat  family  r 
ftt  tJ*a  moment  he  was  prepared  for  the  enjoy^ 


ment  of  qoict  and  repose,  suddenly  he  found 
himself  expelled  ftomthe  possessioc  of  the  veiy 
farm  he  bad  been  laboriiig  to  improve ;  wim 
nothing  left  bim,  but  the  privilege  of  buying 
and  improving  another  place,  and  again  losing 
it  at  law,  without  the  most  distant  hope  of  oom- 
pensatlon  for  his  labor  thus  employed  npon  it. 
each  was  the  melancholy  condition  of  the  first 
eettlera  in  Eentooky.  This  state  of  things 
brought  about  the  injurious  practioe  of  baying 
and  selling  every  sort  of  land  cl^m,  some  real 
others  fictitioDs  i  of  alarming  the  ignorant  and 
illiterate ;  of  extorting  money  for  a  oompromise ; 
of  swindling,  In  all  its  varions  moods  and  tenses 
— in  short,  sir,  of  creating  a  system  of  speank- 
tion,  of  fraud,  and  oppression,  from  the  eSects 
of  which  we  shall  never,  I  fear,  be  able  to  get 
entirely  rid.  The  existence  of  snoh  afflicting 
evils  reqaired  a  ^eedy  remedy ;  that  remedy 
■was  the  immediate  passage  of  the  law  of  1T97. 
It  was  a  just  and  benefloent  law,  imperiously 
oaUed  &>r  by  existing  oiroamstances,  demanded 
by  every  conader^on  of  Jnstioe,  and  most 
salutary  in  its  operation.  It  is  a  daty,  said  Ifr. 
L.,  which  every  Government  owes  to  each  and 
all  its  citizens,  to  fumisb  every  means  in  its 
power  to  difi'aae  among  them  Lappinesa,  oon- 
t«itment,and  equalrighU — to  reward  industry, 
l^  protecting  every  one  to  the  free  ei^oyment 
MUie  benefits  ttf  his  own  labor,  and  to  prerent 
the  canning  and  the  idle  part  of  the  commnni  ty 
from  fattening  upon  theproeeeds  of  their  neigli- 
bors'  hard  earnings.  Tbo  Xegislatore  of  Eea- 
tnoky,  therefore,  in  the  en^tion  of  those  taws, 
acted  correctiy,  if  they  were  not  already  pre- 
cluded from  Uie  rights  of  legislation  over  the 
BOil  of  the  State,  by  the  tenns  of  the  compact 
Now.  what  are  the  iH^visions  of  this  compact, 
which  bear  npon  this  qnestiun,  and  wbiob,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  amount  to  a  consent 
Dpon  the  part  of  Eentacky  never  to  exercise 
legialative  rights  in  oonnection  with  her  freehold! 

The  third  article,  to  which  the  ooort  refers, 
In  exoloBioB  of  the  reaidne,  to  maintain  the 
oorreotnees  of  their  opinion,  is  in  the  following 
words:  "That  all  private  rights  and  interests 
of  lands  within  the  said  district,  derived  from 
the  laws  of  Yirrinia,  prior  to  such  separation, 
■hall  remain  vahd  and  secnre,  nnder  the  laws  of 
the  iiri^poeed  State,  and  shall  be  determined  by 
the  laws  now  eiiating  in  this  State." 

To  understand  correctly  the  meuiing  of  the 
words  expressed  in  the  foregoing  provision,  by 
(he  ocHitnwting  parties,  it  beoomw  important  to 
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look  to  the  relative  condition  of  each,  and  to 

ascertwi  the  contempla^  oUect  of  the  con- 
tract. Kentucky,  unproteoted  and  unaided, 
had  experienced  all  the  fortonea  and  all  the 
horrors  of  an  Indian  war.  She  had  waded 
through  ber  tronblee,  had  been  weighed  in  the 
balance,  and  not  found  wanting;  had  home 
down  bvery  opposing  obstacle,  and  proved  her- 
self  worthy  ta  enjoying  all  the  blessings,  the 
privileges,  and  immnnitiea,  of  a  free  and  sov- 
ereign Stete.  She  petitioned  Virginia  to  ud 
her  in  obtcuning  them.  Vir^ia  was  ready, 
willing,  and  anxious  to  render  ber  every  facility. 
All  the  feelings  of  Yiipnia  towards  her  were 
of  the  moat  partial  and  benevolent  character; 
she  felt  as  a  parent  to  a  child.  Indeed,  there 
existed  mntnal  affection  ;  each  nnderelood  w^ 
the  situation  of  the  other.  In  this  state  of 
things,  they  made  the  oompact  The  otgeot 
was — what  I  Why,  to  enable  Kentucky  to  set 
up  for  herself;  to  confer  upon  her  the  right  of 
enacting  laws  to  snither  condition;  to  adopt 
such  regulations  as  were  most  conducive  to  her 
own  interest,  and  to  superintend  her  own  in- 
ternal affairs  in  a  manner  most  sgreeable  to  her 
own  will,  free  from  any  and  every  oontjol  of 
the  mother  oonntry. 

How,  then,  are  you  to  interpret  the  words  of 
the  stipulation  Jost  referred  tot  The  first  and 
best  role  is,  to  use  as  mnch  common  sense  aa 
you  can  well  employ,  in  giving  a  construction 
to  any  contract,  and  to  lay  aside  the  doctrine 
of  "  oonstruction  constmed; "  to  crowd  in  aa 
few  ariJScial,  unmeaning  distinctions,  as  poam- 
ble;  and  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  ftta 
meaning  of  the  parties,  aa  expressed  by  the 
words  of  the  contract. 

"That  private  rights  and  interests,  ftc.,  de- 
rived from  the  laws  of  Virginia,  &c.,  ahall  re- 
main valid  and  secure,"  &c.  What  was  the 
nature  of  those  private  rights  here  agreed  to  be 
m^e  secnre)  They  were  rights  and  interest 
of  an  imperi'eot  character,  such  as  surveys^ 
warrants,  entriee,  Ac.,  which  were  preparatory 
to  obtaining  a  grant  or  pat«nt  from  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  not  absolute  rights,  which  had  1>een 
made  complete  by  the  emanation  of  grants ;  for 
this  obvious  reason:  the  latter  cla^  required 
no  agreement  to  make  them  valid  and  secure ; 
they  were  already  as  much  so  as  they  oould  be^ 
even  with  the  strongest  provisions — they  were 
vested  rights.  It  would,  therefore,  be  at  once 
saying  that  neither  of  the  parties  to  the  afore- 
said instmment  understood  what  they  were 
doing,  to  suppose  they  wonld  have  engaged  in 
a  senous  negotiation  to  gnard  against  an  evil 
which  ooold  not  happen.  "  Rights  derived 
from  the  laws  of  Virginia,"  &o.  The  term. 
"  laws  of  Virginia,"  as  here  uBod^aanndorstoott 
by  both  parties,  aa  understood  in  common 
usage,  meant  nothing  more  nor  leas  than  the 
statute  laws  of  Virginia,  as  contradistinguished 
from  tiie  statute  and  common  laws  of  England 
— the  acts  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  which  had 
from  time  to  time  been  enacted,  creating  right* 
of  varions  kinds,  snoh  aa  poor  rights,  settle- 
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meat  and  prfr-«aiptioii  rigbte,  Tillage  righto, 
nilituy  rights,  Ao.  Dnder  these  Virgima 
rtatntefl,  tntaj  of  the  citizena  of  Vir^nia  had 
became  interested,  to  a  eonsiderable  extent,  in 
inchoata  rights  to  lands  in  Kentucky,  wluch 
gnw  (Krt  of  thia  oonrse  of  legislation.  Virginia, 
tlkerefc»«,  felt  anxioiia  (and  very  Justly  too)  to 
make  a  inOTision  of  thia  kind,  to  enable  tfaoae 
who  had,  nnder  (he  seTeral  acto  afores^d, 
vested  o^tal  in  the  purchase  of  these  landa, 
and  whoae  rights  were  incomplete,  to  have 
tfaem  made  seoore ;  and  Eentackj,  Villing  also 
that  Tirginia  shoold  act  a  faithful  part  towards 
Iter  own  cotiaaaa,  agreed  to  the  aforesaid  ar- 
tide ;  tha  meaning  of  which  ia,  that  she,  (Een- 
tnckr,)  on  her  part,  would  pass  no  law  which 
would  deotroy  Uiose  inohoate,  equitable  rights, 
created  bj  the  State  of  Virginia;  that  she 
vonld  present  no  obstacles  in  the  waj  to  pre- 
vent ^eir  id&nate  perfection.  Sir,  the  term 
"laws  of  Virginia,"  ia  still  onderstood  in  Kan- 
toekj,  and  Virginia,  alao,  np  to  the  present 
period,  in  legal  as  well  as  oommoa  stjle,  to  a^ 
fij  distinctly  and  ezdnsivelf  to  the  Virginia 
eodeoflawB^  without  the  dighteat  oonneotion 
with  or  dependenoe  apon  the 


•d  this  oon^aot,  never  once  thonght 
ing  the  ocKomon  law.  If  such  had  been  their 
o^eet,  it  was  varj  eaa^,  b^  the  nse  of  a  single 
•nireaBon,  to  have  made  a  declaration  to  that 
tneeL  But  the  prinoiplea  of  the  common  law 
eoold  not  yorr  well  ^pl?  to  the  Hitnation  of 
the  coontrf.  To  prove,  however,  that  the  in- 
terpretation giren  bj  the  conrt  of  the  clause  to 
w]acii  I  have  allnded,  ia  wholly  erroneona,  we 
hav«  bat  to  look  a  litUe  farther  into  this  com- 
pwit,  and  examine  ft>r  a  moment  the  fourth 
What  does  it  dedare  t 
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"That  the  lands  irltbin  the  proposed  State,  of 
Mm-rendent  proprietore,  ibaU  not  in  anj  case  be 
taxed  higher  than  the  lands  of  resideata,  at  toy 
'   '  '  in  of  the  proposed  Slat« 


Stan;  time,  dtber  before  or  after  saeh  adtnisaion, 
•here  ndi  ooiHendenta  ndde  within  this  com- 
■gnweaHh,  within  wUeh  (his  atipalatloii  shaU  be 
T*d|aMAl ;  or  where  nich  non-reddenU  reside  with- 
in any  otbar  of  the  United  Sutes,  which  shall  de- 
due  the  same  to  be  redprocal  within  Its  limits ; 
Mr  shall  a  neglect  of  cultiTslion  or  improrement  of 
•Bj  land  within  either  the  propoeed  State  or  this 
CuBmonwealth,  belonging  to  non-residents,  citiieos 
«f  the  other,  mbject  such  non.resideDts  to  forfeit- 
tie,  or  other  penaltj',  within  the  term  of  sli  jears, 
-'     -       '- '- 'laoflhesddStatehitotheFederal 


The  seoCMid  nile  of  constriiiiig  a  contract,  (if 
Bot  already  laid  down  by  le^  writers,  for  the 
(oidance  m  judges,  onght  to  be,)  is,  to  otaraine 
lie  whole  ^it;  to  see  if  all  the  parts  will  har- 
uoniie,  and  to  look  into  the  oonseqaenoea, 
which  will  of  necessity  reeiiit  by  thia  or  that 
mode  of  constractioD ;  and  to  ascertain,  by  anch 
aodsodi  interpretation,  whether  the  ol^ect  of 
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the  oontraotors  is  or  is  not  defeated.  Thia 
second  role  has  been  entirely  overlooked  by 
the  court  in  prononncing  their  decision;  the 
fonrth  article  makes  no  sort  of  figure  whatever 
in  the  opinion  delivered;  and,  by  eoTutmetian, 
one  might  presnme  they  did  not  see  it.  It  is, 
however,  very  clearly  expressed  by  thia  clanse 
of  the  contract,  that  Kentucky,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  six  years,  for  a  failore  npon  the  part 
of  non-resideDts  to  cultivate  or  improve  any  ctf 
the  land  within  her  boundary,  belonging  to. 
them,  might  properly  and  justly  sal^ect  such 
lands  to  forfeitnre,  or  might  affix  any  other 
penalty  she,  in  her  soond  discretion,  shonld 
think  fit. 

Kow,  sir,,  a  qnestion  necessarily  presoits  it- 
self, not  for  the  oonstderation  of  the  Supreme 
Oout,  for  they  have  made  their  finsl  deoiMon 
— Are  those  occupant  laws  aa  ri^d,  as  severe^ 
as  hard,  in  tiieir  operation  against  non-resi- 
dents, as  a  law  areskng  forfeitnre  of  land,  in 
paTBUance  of  the  power  anqueetionsbly  given 
to  Kentuc^,  in  the  foregoing  clause?  Sorely 
not.  Kentucky,  then,  for  adopting  tite  meas- 
nree  which  she  has  done  to  protect  her  citizeDS, 
hss  manifested  a  greater  forbearance  in  relation 
to  non-residento  than  the  court  has  given  her 
credit  for.  She  has  reAised  to  extend  her 
powers  of  legislation,  so  as  at  once  to  pat  an 
end  to  all  controvernes,  with  which  she  has 
been  so  much  oppressed. 

Ur.  Chairman,  sud  Mr.  L.,  the  oonstmctioo 
given  by  the  oonrt  to  the  third  srticle  of  the 
compact  is  wholly  inconBist«nt  with  the  stipa* 
lations  cont^ed  in  the  fonrtL  It  renders  the 
latter  noil  and  void.  It  defeats  the  v^ry  oliJeat 
and  pQrpoae  which  each  of  the  oontractdng  par- 
ties had  in  view.  It  confers  all  the  benefib  of 
the  agreement  upon  one  ride,  without  any  oor- 
reeponding  advantage  on  the  other ;  one  par^ 
gets  all,  the  other  nothing.  Such  was  not  the 
wish  and  understanding  of  those  who  formed 
the  agreement.  In  a  few  years  aAer  its  date, 
the  first  occupant  law,  it  will  be  seen,  was 
adopted  by  Kentucky.  Her  course  of  po]i<7 
was  not  a  matter  of  seoreoy ;  Virgima  was  sp- 

Srised  of  it,  end  fbUy  aoqaiesoed  m  its  justice. 
[o  mnrmnring  or  complaining  is  heard  o£ 
Had  then  the  course  of  legislation  npon  the 
part  of  Kentucky  have  been  so  highly  nqjustr— 
so  entirely  in  opposition  to  her  agreement—^ 
it  not  fiur  to  presume,  when  the  whole  sul^eot 
was  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  all,  that  some 
disBatisfaction  would  have  displayed  it«elfl 
No  official  communication,  however,  is  sent  to 
Kentucky,  alleging  a  breach  of  fiutb.  Agidn, 
in  confirmation  of  the  right  to  pass  Uiese 
several  laws,  we  have  a  long  oonrse  of  legal 
decision,  by  the  inferior  and  appellate  ooort^ 
for  the  last  twenty-five  years;  by  judges,  too, 
whose  firmneaa,  intelligence,  and  Iwal  acquire- 
ments, are.  in  no  manner  lessened  in  conse- 
qnence  of  the  Supreme  Ooort's  declaration,  in 
this  same  opinion,  that  the  Kentnoky  ooorla 
may  have  made  snch  snd  snoh  deeifdons,  bnt 
they  had  never  seen   them.     Theae  toigea, 
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Those  decitions  an  treated  so  osTttlierly,  sir, 
nt  migltt  be  eud  in  etriot  tratJi,)  would  not 
fear  a  oomparison  of  legal  skill,  even  viQi  their 
SvpreiM  HimOT*.  We  have,  air,  in  support  of 
our  \e.yn.  onr  Legislature,  oar  lawjera,  onr 
Judges,  Indeed,  more — we  have  the  disinter- 
Mted  and  concurrent  testimony  of  other  g«DtJe- 
men,  not  citiiens  of  the  West,  high,  very  high, 
in  l^al  reputation,  who  are  practitioners  before 
the  same  courl,  moat  decidedly  upon  our  side 
of  the  question. 

Now,  llr.  Ohalnnan,  look  for  one  moment 
to  the  efEbcta  and  oonseqnenoee  of  the  oonstrnC' 
tion  oont«nded  for  by  the  court.  Eentuel^ 
comes  into  the  Union — how?  Poaseesed  of 
equal  righta  and  privileges  with  the  other  sov- 
ereign States?  No;  a  mere  appendage ;  in  no 
better  ritnadon  than  when  a  district,  without 
ttie  ability  of  regulating  her  own  luteal  con- 
oenuL  Her  expectation  vaa  to  be  ranked 
amoDff  her  riater  States  as  an  eqoal.  Bot,  how 
wof^lly  bae  she  been  disappointed !  Now,  she 
is  told  for  the  first  time,  she  sarrendered  and 
rdinqoished  all  pretenuons  of  that  aort  long 
■ince.  Conttmetiion  brings  about  all  this. 
Tee,  eonatmction  I  Its  mighty  powers  are  ir- 
resistible; it  bears  down  every  thing  before 
it;  it  creates  new  principles;  it  inAiaes  the 
■pint  of  the  common  law  into  a  contract, 
■g^Dst  the  will  of  both  parties ;  it  destroys 
laws  long  since  established;  and  it  is  daily  ac- 
quiring new  strength.  From  this  case,  and 
others  to  whieh  reference  might  be  made,  the 
result  ia  plain,  that,  unless  some  regulation  la 
made,  and  some  necessary  and  aalotary  re- 
■trajnta  ace  adopted,  the  Sujireme  Court,  by  its 
extensive  jurisaiotion,  as  it  now  exists,  wiU 
finally  draw  into  its  vortex  all  State  authorities. 

My  proposition,  Hr.  Chairman,  is  not  of  a 
mere  tieoretio  and  specniative  character.  It 
introdacea  no  new  and  dangerous  priuciplo.  If 
you  desire  to  amend  your  constitution,  it  can- 
not be  done  unless  by  a  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  States.  K,  opon  the  passage 
of  any  bill  npon  your  table,  the  Preeidont  of 
the  United  States  chooses,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
ooostitutional  privilege,  to  pat  Am  tiet«  upon  it, 
what  ia  the  reaoltl  It  is  returned  with  the 
olijections,  and  cannot  be  incorporated  into 
your  statute  book,  as  a  law,  without  a  m^ority 
of  two-thirds  of  both  Honses  concnr  In  declar- 
ing it  shall  be.  But  a  minority  of  yooi  Judi- 
tdary,  upon  the  most  solenm  and  important 
questions,  involving  the  rights,  the  interests, 
and  prosiwrity  of  a  whole  commnnity,  can  so 
«xponnd  laws  and  constitntions,  as  to  prostrate 
all  State  ri^hta  I  This,  sir,  most  certainly  is 
an  evil  which  may  l>o  remedied  by  judicious 
and  pmdent  legislation.  It  is  an  evil  which 
ia  growing  rapidly,  and  which,  if  not  checked, 
will  produce  very  serious  discontent. 

Sir,  said  Hr.  L.,  the  resolntions  which  I  have 
the  honor  of  presenting  for  the  consideration 
of  this  committee,  cannot,  I  apprehend,  en- 
dan^r  the  dignity  or  importance  of  the  judges. 
Their  flnnneta  will  not  be  weakened;  ^eir 
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intelligence  will  not  be  affected ;  their  reputa- 
tion will  not  be  impured  by  Hieir  passage.  I 
would  agree  to  no  proposition  which  had  for  ita 
object  such  resulta.  It  is  indispensably  necw* 
snry,  in  every  well-regolated  Government,  to 
have  the  most  enlightoned  jndioiary,  prepared 
at  all  times  to  do  t^eir  doty,  without  fear, 
favor,  or  affection.  A  timid,  time-serving 
conrt,  in  any  conntry,  is  worse  than  a  nuissDce. 
Bnt,  sir,  in  legislating  upon  this  sobject,  let  it 
not  be  forgotten  that  jndges,  at  last,  are  but 
men ;  perfection  and  infallibility  are  properties 
whi<^  do  not  atiach  to  them.  Let  us,  tbere- 
fore,  increase  the  chances  of  a  corroct  decision 
npon  such  occssions  aa  are  embraced  by  tba 
resolutions,  by  requiring  five  to  concur. 

Kr.  Chairman,  how  does  the  matter  stand, 
according  to  the  present  stato  of  facts?  Ton 
have  now  seven  Judges  npon  the  Supreme 
Bench;  four  consdtnto  a  quorum.  Say  three 
are  absent,  upon  some  constitutional  qaestion 
which  comes  before  that  tribunal,  vitally  im- 
portant. The  argoments  are  heard;  three 
Mmeur  in  declaring  the  law  unoouBtitntiODsl — 
ons  distent*.  The  judgment  of  the  court  beioff 
is  reversed.  A  decision  is  obtiuned  in  this  way 
by  a  Minority.  One  of  the  judges  writes  liu 
opinion,  and  two  hear  it  rrad,  perhaps,  say 
offretd,  as  ve  often  do  in  this  House,  without 
knowing  tlie  question — more  for  the  sake  of 
form,  than  substaooe.  Their  decision  goes  out, 
is  published,  and  is  received  by  the  State 
courts,  as  binding  authority.  Suppose,  at  the 
next  term,  all  the  Judges  are  present, — a  dmi- 
lar  question  is  again  t>efore  the  court;  tiie  ab- 
sentees concur  with  the  one  Judge  who  dis- 
sented npon  the  fbrmer  occasion.  What,  then, 
is  the  consequence  t  Ton  have  two  contradic- 
tory decisions  in  relation  to  the  same  snlyect- 
matter — both  sent  ont  as  a  sound  eipoution  of 
constitotional  law,  as  precedents  fbr  the  coaa- 
ti^.  One  decision  determines  A  shall  have 
this  property ;  another  declares  B,  whose  caoae 
waa  precisely  sncb  a  one  as  A's,  shall  not  re- 
cover in  his  case.  Thus  stood  the  cause  from 
Kentucky;  four  judges  present — three  cm.- 
corred  in  believing  the  laws  involved  in  the 
controversy  were  a^nat  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  de- 
clares, among  other  things,  that  no  law,  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  a  contract,  shall  be 
pHssed!  One  dis®ented.  Try  the  weight  of  in- 
tellectnal  authorities  pro  and  con. ;  put  them  in 
the  scales — which  will  preponderate!  Ihe 
jndge  who  dissents,  most  assuredly  ia  at  least 
equal  to  one  of  the  three  who  concurs  in  the 
decision.  There  are  then  two  left  in  the  bal- 
ance. I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  they 
were  likely  to  understand  the  kind  of  case  snb- 
mitted  to  their  consideration,  involving  intri- 
cate doctrines,  in  relation  to  a  species  0(  land- 
tiUes  with  which  they  were  in  nowise  veij 
fluniliar.  Let  it  be  conceded,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  they  deserve  to  be  ranked 
amongst  the  most  enlightened  Jorists  (^  the 
country — yon  cannot,  However,    nuke  mow 
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than  two  opoa  that  aide  of  the  qnestion.  Look 
to  the  oppoeiU  scale — and  what  have  we? 
The  L^^Utore  of  a  whde  State,  year  aft«r 
je»r,  bsv6  asserted,  in  Ihe  most  unqnalified 
manner,  their  conatltatioiial  right  to  euBOt 
Oieaa  laws,  Thej  so  decided,  upon  matnre  de- 
libeimtioii,  not  iimiienced  by  excitement.  AU 
.  the  jndgee  of  all  the  courts  have,  bf  a  long 
coDTHe  of  decision,  without  ezcepUon,  main- 
tained the  same  power;  thej  haTe  done  so, 
after  baTing  repeaMdlj  given  to  the  Bubjeot  the 
follest  investi^tion.  Iwo  jadges  of  the  Sa- 
preine  Court,  strangers,  in  ererj  sense  of  the 
word,  to  the  subject,  have  asserted  no  such 
right  existed.  Upon  whose  decision  would  jon 
^dooe  moat  reliance  ?  Which  is  entitled  to  the 
greatest  share  of  confidence — that  of  the  two, 
or  the  collected  wisdom  of  a  whole  State,  both 
<rf  the  political  and  the  legal  kind?  Which, 
under  aU  the  circomstanees,  is  most  likely  to 
be  correct !  The  answer  is  by  no  means  per- 
pleiiDg.  One  leadioa  principle  in  all  our  insti- 
totionB,  is,  that  a  minority  m  the  exercise  of 
any  official  dntiee  shall  not  control.  But,  in 
tlug  instance,  there  is  a  departure  from  the 
rule;  a  minority  has  given  an  exposition  of  the 
etKistitntion,  upon  a  question  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude, which  is  to  be  acknowledged  by  all  as 
correct  doctria&  and  treated  accordingly.  Oan 
thiibe  right  ?  Is  it  according  to  the  spirit  and 
genius  of  our  Government?  But  what  is  there 
objectionable  in  requiring  five  to  concur,  before 
any  law  of  a  State  shall  be  held  null  and  void  t 
Ihere  is  more  safety  iu  such  a  regnlatioa  than 
to  leave  it  as  it  uow  stands.  Yon  may  rest 
assured,  sir,  the  States  would  be  much  better 
Mtiafied  with  a  decision  unfovorable  to  their 
IiwB  by  five  judges  than  by  two  or  three ;  and 
(honld  it  become  the  duty  of  the  court,  in  the 
administration  of  Justice,  to  make  such  de- 
daiona,  five  will  not  hesitate  to  do  it.  There 
is  little  or  no  danger  of  the  judges  of  the 
preme  Court  l>Bin^  under  the  infloenoe  of  the 
Kveral  States.  The  danger  is  altogether  upon 
the  otiier  side.  They  are  not  dependent  upon 
the  Statea  for  their  office,  or  the  emoluments 
erf  it.  Ko  reason  does  or  can  exist,  ^erefore, 
to  suppose  that  the  judges  of  this  oonrt  ever 
did,  or  ever  will,  lean  in  &vor  of  the  Btotes, 
tguoBt  the  General  QoTemment 

Ifr.  FoBSTTH  ofibred  the  following  amend- 
ment, as  a  substitute  to  the  first  of  the  above 
KKdutiona : 

lUMlttd,  That  a  qoorom  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
(0  ImMaet  the  bunnMS  of  that  tribimal,  should  con- 
kit  of  inch  a  number  of  the  Joiticea  composiag  it, 
Uuit  a  msjority  of  the  quorum  shall  be  a  nuyoiily 
tS  the  whole  court,  including  the  Chief  Justice. 

ICr.  FOBSITH  supported  his  motion  in  a  short 
q>eech;  and  ICessrs,  Wioxufvb,  Olat,  Fob- 
■TTH,  Wkbotu,  Mkbokb,  p.  p.  Bucbodb,  Bxk- 
DOLPQ,  and  TapaLB,  re^eetively,  spoke  at  con- 
ri&rable  length  on  the  question. 

Mr.  WtoxurTB  addressed  the  committee,  in 
tobstanpe,  as  ftdlows : 

Mr.  Ohainnan :  The  snijjeot  i>  an  important 


one,  and  on  that  aooount  alone,  I  hope  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  the  committee  in  its  dis- 
Dussion.  Some  of  the  friends  of  the  meaanra 
DO  your  table,  were  inoliued  not  now  to  press 
it,  under  the  belief  that  the  time  was  unfavor- 
able to  the  foil  and  free  disoussiou  which  its 
magnitude  demanded.  The  duty  of  thoae^ 
cliEu^ed  by  the  remonstrance  with  ita  preaeo* 

iion  here,  required,  at  their  handa,  aii,eSbrt 

fnitberance  of  the  views  of  the  L^isbtsr* 
of  Kentucky ;  and  I  am  gratified  to  disoover  a 
wiah  in  the  committee  that  the  debate  ahoold 
progress. 

le  character  of  this  qnestion,  which  pro- 
poses an  important  modinoation  in  the  Jndi- 
clary  act :  the  deep  interest  which  one  of  the 
States  feels  npon  the  occasion ;  require  of  Con- 
grffis  an  indulgent,  and,  I  hope,  a  &ToraUe 
oonsideration  of  the  resolutions  submitted  by 
my  colleague,  fMr.  Lstohse.)  Were  it  a  sub- 
ject In  which  uie  State  of  Kentucky  was  alone 
interested,  her  representativee  on  this  flottf 
would  regard  the  determination  of  the  oon»- 
mlttee  now  to  progress  with  its  disonaeion, 
more  an  act  of  kmdnesa  to  them  than  a  matter 
of  right.  But  it  is  one  involving  a  principle 
of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  Union ;  and, 
although  presented  to  uB  by  a  rin^e  State, 
^nferior  to  none  in  the  practice  and  support  m 
Republican  principles,)  it  demands  of  Oongreas 
a  dispasnonate  deliberation. 

I  will  not  nuneoessarily  oonaome  yoor  time^ 
and  I  hope  not  to  exhaust  your  patience,  whilst 
I  endeavor,  in  a  few  words,  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  true  charaoter  of  the  questioa  pr»> 
seuted  by  the  remtmstraace  and  resoluUMia 
now  before  us. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  in  order  to  arrive  at 
that  object,  to  stato  some  of  the  cansee  which 
have  brought  them  into  existenoe,  and  forced 
them  upon  onr  attention.  You  are  ioibrmed, 
by  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky, accompanied  by  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Oonrt  of  the  United  States,  (of  which  it 
compluns,)  that  the  power  of  tiiat  Stato  to 
pass  certain  law^  denominated  the  Occupying 
Olaimant  Laws,  is  denied  by  that  conrt;  that 
tbey  violate  the  compact  between  the  States  of 
Vir^ia  and  Kentucky ;  and,  therefore,  im- 
pngu  the  lOtb  aeotion  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
Oonstitotion  of  the  United  Stotes,  whieh  de- 
clares, Binong  other  things,  "That  no  Stato 
shall  pass  any  law  impuring  the  obligation  of 
oontraats."  A  question  naturally  presents  itself 
to  the  mind  of  every  person  unaioquainted  with 
the  history  of  Kentooky  and  her  internal  police ; 
"  Are  these  laws  of  such  mighty  importanoe  as 
to  call  forth,  in  strong  language,  the  feelings  of 
the  Legislature  ?  Are  the  prindples  settled  by 
the  ease  of  Green  and  Biddle,  and  tiie  evito 
which  iov  from  that  detnaion,  such,  that  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  cannot,  by  sane  modi- 
fication of  the  laws  in  qnestion,  avert  or  palUots 
them  ? "  I  answer,  Tea ;  such  b  thrir  oharao- 
tor.  They  are  laws  rendered  neoesMty  to  the 
prosper!^  and  ha^ineas  of  tbe  SMe,  \ij  tba 
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fotal  polioj  pormed  bj  Virginia,  in  the  dispod- 
tiou  of  her  Tsoant  lands,  in  the  then  dlBtrict  of 
Eeotaaky.  And  if  tiie  court  be  correct,  to  the 
extent  of  the  prindples  assnmed  in  tltat  opin- 
itm,  DO  lepdabTe  aid,  no  change  or  modinca- 
tion  of  ^ew  laws,  can  avert  or  palliate  the 
miseries  which  most  inevitably  enane.  The 
people,  in  the  exerdee  of  their  high  and  sot- 
tt-^gn  powers  in  convention,  cannot  rid  them- 
aelves  of  Ota  effects  of  the  principle  settled  bj 
the  Supreme  Ooort;  which  principle  is  fixed 
like  ao  Incnbns  upon  the  rights  of  the  State. 
We  can  do  nothJDg  bnt  present  onr  grievance 
befbre  yon ;  point  to  the  ii^nrjr  which  has  been 
inflicted ;  and  beseech  yon  to  adopt  the  meas- 
ure on  yoDT  table,  and  thereby  Btrengthen  the 
ramparts  of  State  sovereignty.  It  is  by  the 
preeerration  of  lefptimate  Btate  riithta,  that  yon 
give  tb«  beat  aetsaitj  to  the  stabuily  and  hap- 
piness of  this  Union. 

I  aaid,  eir,  these  laws  were  rmdered  neoea- 
sary  to  Uie  prospsrily  and  happiness  of  the  citi- 
Mos  ot  Eentvoky,  by  the  misgnided  poHoy  of 
Virginia ;  a  policy  minons,  bat  liberal,  benevo- 
lant,  and  pabiotic  in  its  objects.  With  the  ez- 
oeptioa  or  tlie  delegation  of  Viivinia  and  Een- 
tooky,  but  few,  if  indeed  any,  of  the  memtwrs 
of  tins  Hoose  are  aoqaainted  with  the  mode  by 
whiah  lands  were  acqoired,  and  are  now  held, 
in  the  latter  State,  Prior  to  the  Revolution, 
large  pottiona  ot  those  lands  were  granted  by 
the  Orawn  to  the  officers  of  the  army  engsged 
in  the  fV«noh  and  Indian  wars,  which  preceded 
the  Deelaration  of  Independeuoe.  Toward  the 
dose  of  the  Bevolntioa,  many  persons,  as  if  in 
qnest  itf  danger,  penetrated  the  wilderness; 
and  after  auaxj  dire  etm^es  with  the  Bavsges 
(br  eminre,  maintuned  with  loss  of  mnch  blood 
their  inftnt  BetOementi.  Virginia,  ^n  a  spirit 
ot  jostioe  to  her  creditors,  and  in  Mfilment  of 
that  pledge  of  pnblio  faith  of  which  she  baa 
always  been  proudly  tenacious,)  after  seeming 
to  the  early  adventorers  and  settlera  in  Ken- 
todty,  what  are  called  "  settlement  and  pre- 
emption rights,  poor-riKhts,  and  corn-rights," 
(tenns  well  nndentood  by  the  citizens  of  Een- 
tDokj,)  opened  ber  land  office,  lTT9-'80;  and 
by  it  she  poured  out  the  contents  <^  a  Pandora's 
box  npon  Uie  ill-fated  inhabitants  of  the  State. 
Bj  the  provirioDfl  of  the  land  law  of  17TS,  war- 
rantB  wr  land  were  issned  to  any  and  every 
featm,  upon  the  p^nient  of  the  Btate  price  in 
tiie  pwsr  onrrencr  of  Vu^nia.  The  proprie- 
tors of  then  warranta  were  required  to  locate 
the  aame  bj  an  entry  in  the  surveyor's  books, 
with  SQoh  certainty  and  predsion,  that  each 
anbseqaent  locator,  in  like  manner,  conld  ap- 
propri^e  the  adjacent  restdnmn.  I  am  cer- 
tainly correct,  when  I  tell  you,  that  warrants 
for  Uiree  times  the  quantity  of  vacant  land, 
then  owned  by  Virginia,  in  tiie  district  of  Ken- 
tacky,  were  issned.  In  many  districts  of  coun- 
try in  Eentncky,  I  have  known  to  exist  there, 
(bnr,  five,  and  six,  distinct  adversary  claims  to 
the  same  tract  of  land.  Hence  the  phrase,  in 
freqnent  ose,  "  that  Kentnc^  is  shingled  with 


land  claims."  Uany  of  these  cUms  were  settled 
by  the  original  proprietors  and  first  adventor- 
ers to  that  country ;  men  who  had  to  contend 
with  dangers,  and  endure  Bufferings,  not  ea«1y 
to  be  imagined  by  the  present  population ;  and 
more  easily  conceived  than  described  by  thoao 
who  witnessed  and  participat«d  in  them. 

In  this  state  of  things,  removed  at  a  ijreat  * 
distance  from  the  seat  of  govamment  in  Vir- 
gins, laboring  under  diffleuties  and  embsrrass- 
ments,  which  were  not  felt  and  dnly  appreciated 
by  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  the 
citizens  of  the  then  district  of  Kentucky  peti- 
tioned the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  permit 
them  to  become  a  free  and  sovereign  8tat«. ' 
The  politicians  who  filled  the  public  counoils 
of  Uie  State,  at  that  period,  upon  becoming 


Kentucky,  were  satdsfled  that  their  future  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  depended  npon  the  favoi^ 
able  issne  of  their  application. 

In  1789,  a  law  pased  the  Legislature  pre- 
soribiog  the  conditions  upon  which  this  neir 
government  wss  to  be  established.  This  ia 
what  is  termed,  in  the  dedsion  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt,  "  The  compact  with  Virginia. "  By 
the  seventh  section  of  that  compact,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  all  private  rights  and  interests  of 
lands  within  the  proposed  district,  derived 
from  the  laws  of  Vir^nia,  prior  to  such  separa- 
tion, shall  remdn  valid  and  seonre  under  the 
laws  of  the  proposed  State,  and  shell  be  deter- 
roioed  by  tiie  laws  now  in  edstenoe  in  this 
State. 

The  latter  dause  of  the  eighth  section  reads 
as  follows :  "  "Sot  shall  a  neglect  of  cultivation 
or  improvement  of  any  land  within  the  pro- 
posed State,  or  tbis  Oommoowealth,  belonging 
to  non-resident  citizens  of  the  other,  «ubjeot 
such  non-residents  to  forfeitnre,  or  other  penalty, 
within  the  term  of  six  years  aft«r  the  admission 
of  the  ssid  State  into  the  Federal  Union." 
These  are,  sabstantially,  the  only  parts  of  the 
compact  which  have  any  coonectiun  witii  the 
present  subject.  This  compact  ia  made  a  part 
of  the  constitution  of  Kentucky.  The  Supreme 
Ooort,  in  their  opinion,  do  not  decide  npon  it 
as  a  part  of  the  oonstitntion  of  the  State,  but 
as  a  contract  between  the  Statu  of  Vir^ia 
and  the  State  of  Eentaoky.  Whether  this  act 
of  the  Virginia  Legislatore  can  be  denominated 
a  contract,  within  the  meaning  and  purview 
of  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Oonstitntion  of  the  United  Stales,  which  pro- 
hibits "  a  State  from  passing  laws  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts,"  is  a  qneetion  I  leave  for 
others  to  decide.  It  is  not  neoeesary  for  my 
purpose  that  I  should  here  discuss  iL  Virginia, 
at  the  date  of  the  compact,  had  no  statutory 
provision  similar  to  the  oocupying  dfumsni  lawa 
of  Kentnoky.  She  had  not  then  felt  the  necea- 
Mty  of  them — drcomstances  dnce  that  time  have 
made  it  neceeaary  for  her  to  protect  the  ooon- 
pants  of  her  land  under  a  practice  adt^ted  by  her 
oourta,  not  very  unlike  the  laws  of  Kautooky. 
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I  believe  manj  States  in  the  Union  luTe  been 
compelled  to  resort  to  inob  lawa.  Aa  early  ae 
ITM,  Kentucky  commeoced  lier  l^^ielation 
upon  this  ealtject.  Her  beet  uid  visest  atfttea- 
nm  ptjected  and  approved  the  law  which 
WM  then  enaotod.  This  law  provides,  in 
nlotanee,  that  if  any  pereon  ah^  peaceably, 
and  in  good  Mtb,  seat  and  improve  lands,  to 
which  be  ehall  have  a  title  derived  from  the 
Oommonwealth,  upon  eviction  therefrom  hj  a 
panuDoont  title,  he  shall  be  pud  for  all  valu- 
able and  lasting  improvements  which  he  shall 
have  made  upon  the  land  before  notioe  of 
the  advenary  claim,  and  aabjeots  the  oocnpant 
to  the  payment  of  rents  and  profits,  after  enit 
brooght ;  and  alao  compels  him  to  accoimt  for 
■n  wastc^  &0.,  committed  opon  tho  land ;  and 
to  pay  for  tbe  deterioration  of  toil.  Is  there 
any  Uung  npjnst  or  iniqnitona  in  litis  law  ?  I 
nswcr,  no.  It  received  tbe  sanction  of 
Bm  etnirts  of  Kentookj,  and  was  aoqaiesced 
ta  by  an  clanee  of  her  dttzens.  There 
«M  no  marmnrine,  no  denial  of  the  power  in 
thia  State  to  legtdate  upon  the  snbjeot,  from 
IW  to  18H  and  1813,  at  which  period  the 
Mt  of  1798  was  repealed,    and  that  of  181S 

Ed.  Then  it  was,  for  the  first  time,  I 
re^  made  a  qncetion  of  constitntdonal 
power  in  the  State.  The  law,  however,  paased, 
not  withoat  a  violent  oppodtion,  by  a  res^iect- 
aUe  and  intoBigent  minority,  who,  I  believe, 
were  governed  more  in  their  opposition  by  the 
qnestigD  of  policy  and  ezpe^en^,  than  oonsti- 
tDHoul  power. 

It  is  doe  to  candor  to  state  this  law  £d  not 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Btite.  It  was  snapended  for  twelve  months. 
Its  priociples  were  the  snbiect  of  tne  and  full 
dimadon  before  the  people ;  and  at  ibe  sno- 
tMding  Lef^slatore  it  was  passed  by  a  oonstitn- 
tinaal  m^ritf  of  botli  branobee,  the  Qovemor's 
ttieetioD  not  withstanding. 

Itus  latter  act  exempts  the  oocnpant  from 
flw  payment;  of  rents  and  profits,  ontil  after 
Jodgment  of  eviction  or  decree  shall  be  pro- 
mnDoad  against  him.  It  compels  tiie  Buooesafol 
diinuuit  to  pay  the  ooet  of  seating  and  improv- 
ing the  land  ;  and  moreover  provides,  that,  if 
m  valuation  of  the  Improvementa  ahall  exceed 
bne-fbnrths  the  value  of  tbe  land  in  its  nn- 
toproved  state,  then  tbe  sncoeesfnl  clamant 
W  compel  the  oocnpant  to  keep  the  land, 
iBd  to  pay  for  the  same  the  amonnt  of  valoation 
ftud  ny  oommisrionerg  to  be  appointed  bv 
Qw  court.  These  commiadoners  are  directed 
to  make  the  estimates,  aa  well  of  tbe  rents, 
pofita,  and  ralne  of  the  land,  as  the  costs 
of  Mating  and  improving  the  same,  tosetlier 
vith  the  waste  and  damage  committed,  and 
rriMticm  of  soil.  The  report  of  these  oom- 
BdarioDers  upon  oath,  (seven  in  nnmber,)  was 
to  ttcrivB  the  sanocion  of  the  oonrt,  and  to  be 
made  the  basis  of  their  Judgment.  Until  the 
gwt  had  thns  disposed  of  the  qneetion  of 
wprovements,  Sua.,  no  writ  of  possession  oonld 
■M  npoo  the  origoud  JndgmenL    Snoh  are 


the  ontlines  of  the  two  acta  of  the  L^islatnro 
of  EientDcky,  passed  nnder  a  most  thorough 
conviction  that  she  posaeased  the  power, 
and  deeply  Impreased  with  tbe  beliM^  that 
they  wero  demanded  b;  the  condition  of  the 
oonntry. 

And,  whatever  may  have  been  sud  about 
the  infraction  of  coustitntional  law,  the  poril? 
of  the  motives  of  tbe  L^iElatnre  who  passed, 
and  the  jndgea  who  approved  their  adoption, 
has  never  been,  cannot  be,  questioned.  It 
requires  the  efibrts  of  refined  legal  subtilty  to 
demonstrate  dearly  the  nn  constitutionality  of 
those  laws.  The  e^hth  section  of  the  oompaot 
permits  the  Legidature  of  Kentucky,  after  six 
yearSj  to  snl^ect  the  lands  of  non-resident 
proprietors  to  forfeiture  for  non-cultivation. 
From  this  clause  it  seems  a  mild  powermi^tbe 
inferred  >^  one  of  lees  magnitude  —  a  power 
which,  by  its  exercise,  saves  to  the  non-resident 
his  land  from  forfdtnro  for  nou-coltivation,  by 
requiring  him  to  pay  the  meritorious  oocnpant 
for  doing  that  wnich  the  State  had  a  right  to 
compel  him  to  do,  viz:  the  improvement  of 
his  land  within  her  territory.  The  delay  inci- 
dent to  the  investigation  and  trial  of  a  land 
cause,  (to  say  Dothicg  of  the  designed  procrasti- 
nation of  it  by  the  artfol  olaimanta,  with  » 
view  to  swell  the  item  of  rents  on  tbe  final  ao- 
connt,)  ftiraished  a  very  just  reason  for  a  change 
or  repeal  of  the  act  of  1796. 

Suits  have  lingered  upon  the  dockets  for 
twenty  reara,  and,  in  some  instances,  longer. 
Under  the  act  of  1796,  the  oocnpant  was 
charged  with  the  .  rents  after  the  oommenco- 
ment  of  the  suit ;  snd  it  not  nnfrvqnentiy  hap> 
pened  that,  after  losing  his  home^  and  lus 
labor  of  twenty  years,  he  was  rnmed  by  a 
demand  for  rents  of  land  which  be  believed  to 
be  his  own.  It  was  thought  the  act  of  1798 
was  defective  in  other  respects.  Tbe  number 
of  suits  was  oontinnally  increasing,  and  the 
ooonpantB  not  only  fewed  the  lose  of  their 
lands  and  Improvements,  bnt  ruin  by  a  daim 
for  back  rents.  Tbe  gradual  improvement  of 
the  oonntry  waa  oonaeqnently  retarded. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  Mr.  Ohairmao, 
(and,  I  fear,  tedioua,^  in  order  that  the  eom- 
niitt«e  and  the  pnblio  shall  understand  the 
nature  and  character  of  those  laws.  I  am 
anxions  that  the  oomioils  of  my  State  shall  be 
acquitted  of  all  icipurity  of  motive. 

If  I  have  given  yon  a  correct  history  and 
charactw  of  £ese  laws,  (and  I  believe  I  have,) 
yon  will  acknowledge  that  Kentacky  oaeu 
to  feel  on  thia  satjeot ;  and  she  has,  through  her 


its  vahdity  was  questioned  in  the  ^ipellate 
ooartoftheState.  Thejndgesof  thatoonrt,  men 
of  intelligence,  and  who,  aa  jnrists,  would  not 
be  shaded  in  a  comparison  with  the  jnstioea  cS 
the  Supreme  or  any  ooort,  decided,  not  by  a 
minority,  bnt  \ty  the  ondivided  opinion  of  the 
whole  court,  that  tbe  Legislature  had  the  power 
to  pus  the  law-  of  1812. 
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This  deoiaon,  supported  bj  reasoDB  irrasist- 
ible,  the  Snpreiae  Oonrt  (although  the  book 
which  contained  it  wae  in  tie  Library  of  Con- 
gresa,  to  vhioh  tbey  had  nniimited  access)  u; 
thsy  "  Aaw  not  had  an  opporhtnity  qfteamin- 
ing  it."  It  was  not  mj  purpose,  nor  is  it 
teqnired  of  me,  b  J  the  nature  of  tbe  propofiition 
on  jonr  table,  to  oiMntain  the  yalidity  of  those 
laws;  nor  will  I  indulge  an  anoharitabls 
opinioD  of  those  whose  interest  or  dnty  it 
was  to  contest  them,  I  am  ofilj  aoziona 
to  evince  to  the  committee  their  import- 
anoe,  and  to  aaHafy  them  they  were  not  the 
enactments  of  hasty  sod  inconsiderate  legisla- 
tion, bat  the  prodaotions  of  soberness  and  rea- 
son, dictated  by  a  sonnd  policy,  imperionsly 
demutded  by  necesdty,  and  opproved  by  the 
jodgments,  not  only  of  the  people,  bnt  the 
Legisktnre  and  the  oovrts  of  the  State.  When 
laws  of  so  mnoh  importance  to  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  a  State,  sanotioued  by  sacoee- 
mve  L^skturee  and  conrta,  consisting  of  jodsee 
of  great  talenta,  shall  have  been  proatratedhy 
the  opinion  of  three  justices,  however  learned 
and  <ugDiSed,  it  becomes  the  dnty  of  tbe  States 
to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  bo  organizing 
that  oonrt  tbat  more  secnrity  sball  be  given  to 
tbeir  respective  rights  The  opinion  of  the 
Sapreme  Conrt  in  the  case  of  Qreen  and 
Biddle  may  be  correct ;  it  is,  nevertheless,  nn- 
satiafactory  and  afflicting  to  my  constitnents ; 
nay,  sir,  t«  the  whole  State — unaatis&ctory, 
becsaoae  it  ia  the  opinion  of  a  minority  of  tbe 
members  of  the  conrt,  withoat  the  aid  of  ita 
htad,  opposed  to  tbe  opinion  of  the  Le^aUtnre, 
and  the  inferior  and  anperior  courts  of  the 
State;  afBicting,  because  the  character  of  the 
State  has  been  traduced — not  by  the  court,  but 
by  those  who,  like  tbe  Justioea,  were  nn- 
■oqnunted  with  the  real  condition  and  char- 
acter of  the  people  for  whose  safety  and 
protection  these  lawa  were  enacted.  I  will 
not  contend,  as  some  have  done,  Uiat  the  case 
of-Green  and  Biddle  was  not  legitimately  before 
the  court,  nor  that  it  was  an  act  of  usurpa- 
tion in  the  court  to  have  assnmed  jnrisdiotion 
of  the  caose.  The  qneetion  involving  tbe 
validity  of  these  laws  was  fairly  presented 
to  the  conrt  for  its  decision,  I  admit  the  right 
and  the  power  of  tbe  Judiciary  to  decide 
npon  constitutional  qneetions;  and,  when  birly 
presented,  it  becomes  their  dajy  to  decide  them 
npon  their  constitutional  responsibility.  I  am 
desirous,  therefore,  that,  whenever  the  oocasion 
arises  for  the  exeraise  of  this  high  and  im- 
portant power  by  the  Jndiciary,  it  shall  be 
exercised  in  the  mode  beet  calculated  to  ad< 
minister  justice,  and  inspire  confidence  in  the 
pnblie  mind.  What  better  mode  can  yon 
adopt,  combining  these  two  great  sabjects, 
than  tbe  one  suggested  by  the  reaolntions  ofiered 
by  my  colleague  F 

The  prostration  of  those  laws,  so  indispfensa-  | 
Ue  to  the  prosperity  of  the  State;  laws  which  : 
■aoored  to  the  indnstrioas  occapant,  should  he  I 
be  unhoused  by  a  better  title,  an  indemnity  for  | 
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his  labor  bestowed  npon  the  land ;  and  of  a  pel' 
icy,  existing  for  twenty-five  years,  sanctioneaby 
a  large  m^ority  of  Uie  Legislatnre;  si>[Tovecl 
and  anst^ed  by  the  nnanimona  decisions  of 
the  snpreme  court  of  the  State;  made  the 
basis  of  numerous  compromises  and  contract^ 
was  well  calculated  to  produce  a  shock  in  pab- 
Uo  feeling,  and  to  call  forth  the  almost  Dnani- 
moua  voice  of  the  whole  State,  agunat  the 
ooirectDesB  of  the  opinion  of  the  three  justices 
of  the  Snpreme  OourL 

I  have  said  the  power  ia  decide  upon  oonati- 
tntional  queetjons,  involving  the  validity  of  tbe 
laws  or  oonatitation  of  a  State,  appertain  to 
this  court.  Yes,  sir,  they  have  the  power,  not 
only  to  fritter  down  Uie  sovereignty  of  the 
State  governments,  but  to  set  at  defiance  the 
legislative  powers  of  Oongresa.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  the  power  to  decide  npon  constitu- 
tional law  should  be  vested  in  tne  judiciary; 
and  it  ia  the  daty  of  the  Eepresentatives  of  the 
people  to  watch,  with  a  vi^ont  eye,  its  exer- 
cise. I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  power,  ia 
this  case,  bos  been  intentionally  abused.  Its 
exercise,  however,  by  a  minority  of  the  conr^ 
has  spread  dismay  over  the  whole  State.  lo 
ordinary  oases,  where  the  Legislature  may  have 
trespassed  upon  the  confines  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  encroachment  is  repelled  by  the  jndid- 
a^,  reform  and  amendment  may  take  plsoe, 
■Was  this  the  oooditjon  of  Kentucky :  did  the 
decision  leave  a  hope  that  any  futnre  legisla- 
tion upon  tbe  subject,  even  in  conformity  with 
what  Virginia,  since  the  compact,  has  pre- 
scribed for  her  own  oiti«ens,  was  permissibls, 
we  ebonld  not  feel  so  sensibly  the  effects  of  tha 
opinion  of  the  court.  The  court  deny  to  Een- 
tncky  the  right  to  legislate  in  reference  to  this 
subject.  Tirginia  has  parted  with  the  soil  sod 
soverdgnty:  she  cannot,  therefore,  legislate; 
nor  can  the  two  States,  by  any  alteration  (h 
the  terms  of  tbe  compact,  (if  tiie  decieioa  be 
correct,)  resume  the  power  in  tbemselvea^ 
jointly  or  separately,  to  legislate  upon  the 
question  of  land  titles  ooqaired  prior  to  1793^ 
in  the  State  of  Kentucky, 

Did  Yirginia  possess  the  power,  and  were 
her  statesmen  made  acquainted  with  the  real 
condition  of  those  for  whose  benefits  those 
laws  were  passed,  I  know  that  she  estimates 

)  highly  tbe  blesungs  of  a  free  Qoverttment, 
-,  refuse  relief  such  as  that  extended  by  tbe 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  to  those  whose  lands 
were  lost  by  adversary  utles. 

Kentucky  has  no  hope  that  she  can  be  re* 
lieved  by  any  act  of  Congress,  from  the  evils 
which  the  misguided  policy  of  her  parent  State 
forced,  and  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
■■■ariyetedj  npon  her.    She  must,  andshe  wiU,' 

ilh  that  firmness  and  patriotism  with  which 
she  has  been  hitherto  diaraoterized,  msintun, 
under  all  circumstances,  her  attachment  to  the 
Union,  her  reverence  for  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  the  Government,  She  has  never  de- 
serted the  General  Government,  nor  is  «* 
willing  to  be  abandoned  b;  it 
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Mr.  taatBut,  of  Eentnokj,  wanted  to  uj  a 
few  words,  &nd  would  deiwn  the  oomtnittee 
«nl7  a  few  minutes.  He  thought  the  subject 
mi^t  be  plAoed  in  a  new  sspeot,  ea  important 
■■  anj  that  had  been  given  to  it.  What,  said 
Ite,  is  the  qneetion ;  and  how  does  it  come  be- 
fore OS  I  A  ooiDpBot  esietB  between  the  States 
o£  Virginia  and  Kentnoky.  A  dtizen  of  Ken- 
toekj-,  holding  a  title  to  land  there,  under  the 
laws  of  Tu^iiua,  or  a  non-reddent  (aaj  a  cit- 
isen  of  Virrania)  holding  in  like  manner  a  title 
to  lands  in  Kentnct^,  deriTed  from  the  laws  of 
TiTginiA  or  Kentucky,  brinKS  an  action  at  law 
or  anit  in  ohanoaij  for  the  bud,  and  obtains  a 
indgmeot  w  deorea  in  his  favor,  under  which 
Ae  is  pot  in  poMesnton  of  hia  right  The  occa- 
pant^  who  waa  ined,  holds  a  title  of  reoord  for 
the  same  land,  derired  onder  the  same  code  Of 
law*,  which  title  he*ezhibits  to  the  oonrt,  and 
Uwrenpon  demands  pBTment  for  the  Talne  of 
the  lasting  iinprovements  made  by  him  on  the 
bnd,  and  requires  an  assetament  of  the  valae 
ti  tboae  improvements  under  the  laws  of  Een- 
tockj,  nsoaUy  called  the" Oocnpant  Laws;"  the 
adf  erse  part;  conteeta  the  right  of  the  ocon- 
{NtDt  to  claim  psTm^kt  for  his  improTements, 
upon  the  plea  that  the  Oocnpant  Iaws  are  in 
Yiolation  of  the  oompaot  between  the  two 
Btalca.  The  Sapreme  Court  of  the  United 
Btalea  and  the  inferior  conrta  take  cognizance 
t£  the  caae  under  the  aecoEid  seotioQ  of  the  third 
artjde  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  in  whioh 
article  we  find  the  following  clauses,  among 
otiMn,  Tiz;  "The  judicial  power  (of  the 
United  States)  shall  eitend  to  coatroTersiee 
betweoi  two  or  more  Stales,  between  a  Btate 
■td  dtiiens  of  another  Btate,'  between  citizeos 
of  different  States,  between  dtizens  of  the  same 
Btate  oluming  lands  under  grants  of  different 
States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens 
tiiereo^  and  foreign  States,  citizens  or  eub- 
jMte."  And  thns  Uie  right  and  power  of  the 
Btate  of  Eeatnokr  to  pass  the  Occupant  Laws, 
and  the  vali^ty  of  llie  laws  themselvea,  are 
drawn  in  queatitm  before  the  Supreme  Oonrt. 
Ur.  T.  referred  to  the  ease  of  Green  and  Bid- 
die  as  an  example,  the  details  of  which  woald 
be  found  in  the  remonstrance  from  the  Legia- 
ktore  of  Eentnckj.  It  was  known,  he  said, 
that  onlj  fonr  of  the  seven  Judges  sat  in  ^at 
cne,  three  of  whom  were  of  opinion  that  the 
Stale  of  Kentucky  had  no  power  to  pass  the 
Oecnpant  Laws  Just  referred  to,  and  the  other 
jadge  dissented ;  ao  that,  in  pcnnt  of  fact,  only 
three  jndgea  concurred  in  the  opinion  dedaiing 
Sme  laws  invalid.  In  this  reapeot  it  is  a  qnes- 
tioD  of  State  powers  and  State  rights  and  he 
would  like  to  know  when  and  how  a  mluoritj 
(rf  the  Supreme  Court  beOame  poHsessed  of  tiie 

Ewer  to  decide  against  the  vaUdity  of  a  State 
rt  Was  it  right  to  soffer  a  minority  of  the 
eonrt  to  ezerotse  saoh  broad  powers!  The 
friends  of  Btate  rights  inast  that  a  law  of  Con- 
peas  ought  to  pass,  declaring  that  no  decision 
dull  be  siven  bv  the  oonrt  in  such  cases,  unleee 
11  Um  judges  shall  ooaour  in  it 


His  own  opinion,  looking  to  the  policy  of  the 
qaeelion,  was,  that  the  law  ought  to  require  A 
ooncnrrenoe  of  at  least  five  of  Hie  seven  jadge^ 
if  not  all  of  them,  Woold  any  member  show 
him  a  solid  objection  to  that  nnmber?  Look, 
sud  he,  at  tlie  root  of  the  question :  each  Stata 
bas  plenary  power — legislative,  execotive,  and 
judicial — over  all  ita  municipal  oonoems.    The 

Kwer  of  each  is  paramotmt  within  its  own 
lits,  ezoept  in  Qiose  cases  where  all  have 
brought  themsdves  nnder  Federal  sabordinv 
tion.  The  States  grant  to  Oongress  and  the 
nation  the  sapremaoy  over  certain  enumerated 
Bubjeota,  and  they  retain  the  supremacy  over 
all  other  suljects.  Now,  suppose  the  States  to 
be  yet  independent  of  each  other,  and  foreign 
to  each  other,  as  they  were  before  the  Fede^ 
ation ;  how  wonld  two  or  more  of  them  deuda 
a  dispute  between  them,  or  between  tbdr  oit- 
izenet  Exactly  as  all  sovereigns  have  done^ 
and  are  compelled  to  do — abandon  the  di^utey 
or  settle  it  by  making  war,  or  by  reprisals,  to 
enforce  the  nglrt^  or  by  sending  ambaasadors  to 
make  a  treaty  of  settlement  and  compromise; 
or  by  referring  the  matter  in  oontest  to  friendly 
sovereigns  as  arbitrators.  But  the  framers  <^ 
the  constitution  foresaw  that  Federal  and  State 
righla  and  powers  might  come  in  conflict  with 
eaob  other,  and  that  controversies  might  arise 
between  two  or  more  States,  or  between  a  State 
and  citizens  of  other  States,  or  between  citizens 
of  different  Stales ;  and  they  knew  that  the 
^stem  of  Federation  wonld  be  incomplete,  nn- 
leas  some  mode  could  be  devised  by  wnich  snoh 
disputes  could  be  peaceably  adjnsted,  because 
they  must  have  known  that  such  dtspates  had 
dissolved  and  destroyed  all  the  old'oonfbderv 
tions  of  the  old  continents.  Two  modes  of  ad- 
jttstment  were  suggested:  first,  to  leave  each 
Btate  the  right  of  naming  friendly  arbitratots 
upon  each  contested  question  as  it  should  arise: 
and,  second,  to  constitute  a  body  of  perpetnal 
arbitrators.  The  first  mode  was  in  use  amons 
the  andenla,  and  the  last  was  onoe  in  use,  and 
probably  yet  is,  among  the  Bwiss  Cantons,  It 
IS  the  mode  adopted  in  our  constitution; 
the  power  ia  vested  In  the  Supreme  Conrt^ 
and  its  subordinate  courts,  aad  the  Jndgea 
are  oonstitnted  a  perpetoal  body  of  friendly 
arbitrattffs.  He  called  them  friendig  arbi- 
tratoia,  because  there  was  no  magio  in  ths 
word  jvdgt — all  Judges  being  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  .  friendly  referees.  The  oonrt 
takes  the  place  of  triaidly  sovereigns,  and 
are  agreed  upon  beforehand  to  aetermliiA 
oert^n  high  disputes,  which,  if  that  provi- 
rion  had  been  left  oat  of  the  constitution,  would 
have  been  settled  by  war  or  by  treaties,  ss 
among  other  soverdgn  powers.  But  the 
constitutioh  itself  is  in  the  nature  of  a  treaty; 
it  is  an  agreement — a  solemn  compact — a  oom- 
pact  of  union — a  perpetual  treaty  irf  union — and 
therefore  be  tboDght  it  strictly  proper  to  «ay, 
that  the  States,  and  the  people  of  the  Btatea, 
had  stipulated  andagreedthatthe  Judges  of  the 
Bapreme  Oonrt  should  be  friendly  arbitrators^ 
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to  detennine  all  ooDtroversies  arieing  in  the 
olaas  of  oases  enmuerated  in  the  eeoond  action 
of  the  third  article  of  that  instrament;  and 
here  the  main  qnestioa  oomea  forward :  How 
man;  of  these  arbitrators  ooght  to  oononr  in  a 
decision,  where  the  validity  of  State  lawi  are 
diapnted  1  Shall  all  concur,  or  a  bare  m^orit; ; 
or  some  intermediate  nomber ;  or  can  a  minor- 
ity decide )  We  are  here  debating  the  propo- 
rtion, bnt  no  one  ventnrefl  to  defend  the  pro- 
priety  or  pdicy  of  letting  a  minority  exercise 
tht  power.  Shall  it  be  left  to  a  bore  majority  I 
Can  we  dednce  a  sonnd  mle  from  the  theory 
orpraotioeof  onr  OoveramentI  The  constitn- 
tioD  ie  silent  on  the  snbject.  It  declares  that 
— "The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
■hall  be  vested  in  one  Snprerae  Oonrt,  and  in 
BOoh  inferior  conrts  as  the  Congress  mar,  from 
time  to  time,  ord^  and  eetablish.''  The 
Federal  conrts  were  eetabliahed  by  the  law  of 
September.  1789,  and  that  hiw  enacts  that  the 
Snpreme  Oonrt  shall  consist  of  one  Ohief  Jastice 
and  fire  Associate  JnstioeB,  any  fonr  of  whom 
ere  declared  to  be  a  qnonim  to  do  bosineas ;  bnt 
it  omits  to  gar  how  man;  shall  concnr  in  ^ving: 
•  deoision.    That  omission,  however,  was  snp- 

Slied  bf  the  oompnlsiTe  operation  of  the  law : 
Fthe  Biz  judges  aat  in  a  case,  three  of  them 
oonld  not  decide  against  a  Stat«  law;  bnt  if 
fonr  of  them  were  ready  to  ooncnr,  the  oonrt 
oonld  then  give  judgment;  bnt  fonr  is  two- 
thirds  of  six ;  and  so,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  a  State  law  was  not  invalidated  ontil  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  jodgea  were  against  it.  If  only 
five  jndges  sat  in  a  oanse,  three,  being  a  major- 
ity ot  five,  could  render  a  deoree  ;  and  if  only 
four  sat,  three  of  them  most  concur,  or  else  the 
oonrt  would  be  eqoally  divided;  and  thns  it 
h^tpened  from  necessity  that  no  decision  conld 
be  made  against  a  State  law,  nnlees  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  conrt  concorred  when  all  eat,  or 
three-fiftlis  when  five  sat,  or  three-foorths  when 
only  fonr  saL  And  here  he  entreated  gentle- 
men to  remark,  that  no  state  of  things  conld 
possibly  occur,  in  which  a  minority  of  the  whole 
oonrt  conld  invalidate  a  law.  The  conformation 
oftheooortpntitont  of  the  power  of  the  body 
to  «icroaoh  npon  State  rights  by  the  invalida- 
tion of  Stale  lawa.  By  the  act  of  Febrnary, 
1607,  the  conrt  is  to  consist  of  seven  jndges,  but 
no  farther  regulation  is  made  in  that  law,  and 
of  oonree  fonr  condnned  to  be  a  qnornm  to  do 
business.  But  aa  three  is  a  mt^urit;  of  fonr,  or 
t£  five,  and  a  minority  of  seven,  it  is  obvious, 
that  when  only  fonr  or  five  of  the  indgea  sat  in 
a  oanse,  a  minority  of  the  body  oonld  invalidate 
a  State  htw.  The  aot  of  1807  ought  to  have 
directed  how  many  of  the  judges  shonjd  oononr 
upon  questions  tonohing  Stale  riglits,  but  it  was 
then  neglected,  aod  Congress  is  nbw  oalled 
upon  to  supply  the  omission.  Shall  we  leave 
the  oonrt  to  regalat«  itself,  or  shall  it  be  pat 
*'  nnder  sndi  regulations  as  the  Congren  shall 
make."  How  shall  we  find  ft  mlel  By  anal- 
ogy, by  lodkiog  into  the  theory  and  practice 
of  the  Federal  Oovemment  and  the  State  Gov- 
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ments,  by  consulting  the  reason  of  the  thing, 
by  following  the  dictate  of  sonnd  poUoy. 

Bg  amalogy :  State  powers  and  State  rights 
are  pnt  in  qnestlon,  rad  therefore  the  case  of 
two  sovereigns,  referring  a  matter  in  contro- 
versy to  other  friendly  sovereigns,  bears  a  dose 
analogy.  It  would  be  called,  at  the  bar  of  tlie 
court,  a  case  in  point ;  and  yet  there  is  not  a 
case  to  be  fonud  m  all  the  books  of  international 
law,  wherein  three  (*  more  friendly  sovereigns 
hare  decided  a  diepnte  referred  to  them,  nnleeo 
all  of  them  ooncnired  in  the  opinion.  In  snch 
cases,  an  award  by  a  minority,  or  a  bare  m^or- 
ity,  would  be  pronounced  aa  an  ontrage  npon 
the  parties  making  the  submission.  No  sover- 
ei^  would  submit,  and  no  nation  ought  to  sub- 
mit, to  an  umpire  of  minorities.  Mr.  T.  again 
asserted,  that  by  onr  own  constitution,  the 
judges  are  pnt  in  the  plaee  of  friendly  sover- 
eigns, acting  aa  refereea  between  sovereigns,  eo 
far,  at  least,  as  State  rights  and  State  laws  are 
drawn  in  qnestion  before  them,  and  that,  there- 
fore, they  ought  to  govern  themselves  by  tlie 
mles  and  usages  adopted  bythose  who  arbi- 
trate between  sovereigns.  These  mlea  would 
require  a  concurrence  of  all  the  judges,  and  he 
thought  it  quil«  probable  that  the  Ume  would 
come,  when  tboee  mles  would  have  to  be 
adapted.  Take  tiie  case  of  a  refbrenoe  in  court, 
to  tnree  arbitrators,  by  consent  of  parties ;  all 
of  them  must  cononr  in  the  award,  nnleee  the 
order  of  reference  spedally  declares  that  any 
two  of  the  number  may  decide  the  matter. 
From  tliis,  and  similar  cases,  he  argued,  that 
all  analogies  required  a  ooncnrrenoe  of  the 
whole  body  of  jndges  or  arbitrators.  In  aU  the 
State  ooostitntiDnB,  there  are  clauses  declaring 
what  number  of  members  shall  form  a  qnomm 
to  do  bosiness  in  the  legislative  body;  and  why  t 
Because  it  is  generally  nndeistood  that,  with- 
ont  BQch  a  claose,  none  of  the  members  oonld' 
rightfully  act  until  all  werepresent.  A  rimilar 
clanse,  be  said,  would  be  found  in  the  Federal 
Oonstitution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoEm,  the  oommittee 
rose  and  the  Honw  adjourned. 

TniBDAT,  May  1. 
Deaf  and  Dvmb  AtyUmk. 
Mr.  KoOBE,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  oommit- 
tee appointed  on  the  memorial  of  the  trustaes 
of  the  institution  for  the  instruotion  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  made  a 
report  on  tlie  said  memorial,  aecompsnied  by 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  institution ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,    The  report  is  as  fol- 

Tour  committee  entered  upon  the  investigation 
of  the  subject  referred  to  thcni,  deeply  impressed 
with  the  cDnvicUon  that  the  great  object  of  human 
legislation  is  to  promote  the  happiueae,  *s  well  as 
the  lecurily  of  the  species.  Its  legitimate  spher« 
extendH  beyond  the  erection  of  fortresses,  the  crea- 
tion of  military  and  naval  annaments,  Steal  arrang*- 
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...         .  it  of  public  orime,  and  the  tc- 

vh4  of  pnbBc  Tirtne ;  and  it  is,  when  it  iDterpoaefl 
'     '     '  'd  behalf  of  those  domestic  in- 


iriiich  originate  la  the  iuflmulj  of  our  oatare,  that 
I(a  idTaittagea  are  most  gener^j  felt  and  acknowl- 
•dged  b;  the  masa  of  aocletj.  la  the  la&ncj  of 
■ktims,  iodeed,  institutioDs  of  Ibis  cfasraoter  are  bo 
Bunted  in  nomber  and  eiteat,  as  to  claim  but  tittle 
kttentioii,  because  the  DeoeBBtj  of  them  ia  less  ob- 
vtons  and  imperative.  But,  aa  wealth,  refinemeot, 
and  popalatioa  incresM,  bringing  In  tbelr  train  a 
nekaebolf  series  of  oasualties  and  anomalies,  the 
iirii  <witj  of  Mme  proTiaon  for  human  inSrmltf 
beeomea  more  apparent,  and  charit;  finds  a  lapldl; 
expanding  area,>  in  which  she  maj  exercise  her 
godUka  propensities.  For  eTideoce  of  this  truth, 
w»  may  appeal  to  the  universal  lilator;  of  olviliied 
oaliona,  as  well  aa  to  the  aimalB  of  those  States  of 
oar  Ccmmonwealth,  which  have  made  the  most 
nfad  [vogresa  in  population.  K  insdtutiana,  pre- 
oisdy  similar  to  that  to  which  the  attention  of  joar 
eoounittee  has  been  called,  are  lew  numerona,  and 
of  more  recent  origin,  than  other  receptacles  of 
human  misfcMrtim^,  these  circomstances  may  be  at- 
tilbDted,  parUj,  to  the  relative  paocil;  of  eases, 
pwtlj  to  anaimBbIeweakfMM,wbielih*«  prevented 
parents  &am  banishing  thdr  children,  thus  allbcted, 
from  Iho  cheering  comlbrts  and  endearments  of 
boma  and  kindred,  and  parti;  to  the  incredulity 
vluch  hai  so  long  prevailed  on  the  subject  of  anj 
aflectnal  alLeviaUon  which  the  skill  of  man  could 
fcvise  and  applj.  The  inflnence  of  these  causea 
has,  boweter,  been,  for  some  time,  diminlsliing. 
The  CuDc  of  the  phUanthro^HC  AbU  de  L'EppM 
hu  (Cached  the  utmost  limits  of  the  civilized  worid, 
and  bomanit;  triumphs  in  the  conviction  that,  even 
in  eases  which  come  so  endrelj  home  to  the  "  bo- 
KNus  and  boionen"  of  mankind,  the  tmperfections 
of  our  nature  mav  be.  In  aome  degree  at  least,  cor- 
ractad  b  J  the  Aul  end  pereeveranoe  of  lolenoe  and 
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The  Keotnckj  Inatitntion  for  the  tuition  of  the 
doJ  and  damb,  appear!  to  ;our  committee  to  have 
strong  elaima  on  the  proteoUng  benevolence  of 
GoagrBM.  It  ia  the  onlj  institntlon  of  the  kind  ei- 
Iniiw  in  aU  that  v««t  and  fertile  range  of  country 
rtiicA  Bes  west  of  (he  AUeghanv  chain  of  moun- 
tdns. '  InsUtDtions  of  this  description  can  never. 
Pit  reaEODS  which  we  deem  sufflcientlj  obvious,  be- 
eone  so  general,  even  in  the  diminished  ratio  of 
the  nnmber  of  peTSom  for  whose  iMocGt  they  are 
IMmded,  aa  those  wUch  have  for  their  olject  the 
taMrvelion  of  the  more  ftvored,  and,  hmiily,  &r 
More  nmaeraas  portion  of  our  qtedee.  Totireom- 
■lltec,  tbwefere,  believB,  that  tbe  Hational  ht^ 
hbu*  would  pmine  a  wiae  poliey  in  adopting  as  its 
9WB,  and  cherisMng  b;  ha  protecting  care,  a  few 
wtaHJithmT'"  of  this  kind,  already  In  socceesful 
•peration.  Applications  have  alreitd;  been  made 
tor  the  adnussion  of  puidls  from  many  of  the  dr- 
entqjacent  States ;  nor  have  such  applications  been 
made  in  vain.  Kentucky,  fbrgetting  her  Inability, 
in  the  leal  and  fervor  of  heir  [Ailanthropy,  baa 
placed  the  onfortunale  sons  of  her  sister  States 
apon  an  equal  footing  with  her  own.  The  aid  so- 
licited by  (he  peUllonen  is  a  tioon  asked,  not  Ibr  a 
4^e  member  of  tha  ConEMleracy,  bM  Ibt  a  whole 


section  of  country  rafudly  increadog  in  population 
and  reaonrces,  and  Justly  entitled  to  tbe  attention 
of  Congress.  The  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  was  in- 
corporated and  endowed  by  tbe  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  1822,  and  went  Into  operation  in  the 
qiricg  of  the  following  year.  At  the  Iste  session 
of  ttuLt  body,  a  most  respectable  committee,  com- 
posed of  two  members  of  tbe  Senate,  and  four  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  was  appointed  to 
visit  and  eiamioe  the  Institution.  In  their  report 
they  say,  "that  they  remained  in  Danville,  and 
visited  the  asylunl  on  two  snccestdve  days,  and  were 
greatly  gratified  in  wltaessing  the  progress  made  by 
the  pupils,  whose  &cility  and  correctness  in  eom- 
I»ehending  the  si^  made  by  tiie  teacher,  and  in 
expressing  their  ideas,  exceeded  any  thing  that 
could  iiave  been  antidpated  by  the  most  sangDine 
Mends  of  the  institution.  All  those  who  had  been 
Instructed  ibr  four  months  in  the  asylmn,  wrote 
good  hands,  spelled  oorrectiy,  Ac"  And  the  cam- 
mittee,  aAer  noticing,  in  tbe  highest  terms  of  ap- 
probation, the  administration  of  the  institution, 
concluded  by  reconunending  it  "  to  tbe  continued 
and  extended  patronage  of  tbe  Legislature,"  The 
number  of  pupils,  at  that  time,  was  fourteen ;  five 
more  were  expected  in  a  few  days,  and  it  was  an- 
ticipated that,  In  the  course  of  the  present  year, 
the  whole  would  amount  to  forty.  The  trustee* 
have  ascert^ed  that  more  than  one  hundred  and 
thirty  persons  tn  Kentucky  needed  the  beneflta 
wMch  that  institution  alone  could  confer,  and  of 
these  more  than  one-third  could  reoeive  them  only 
&om  pnblio  munifioenae.  It  is  believed  that  tu 
number  of  cases  in  the  adjacent  SiMea  wUl  bear  a 
Uke  proportion  to  their  popuktion.  Under  these 
dronmstanoea,  the  following  resolution  passed  both 
Honsea  of  the  Kentucky  Le^slature:  '^BmoImA, 
That  a  respeotM  memorial  from  the  Le^sUtnre  ba 
transmitted  to  the  Congress  of  tbe  United  States,  on 
behalf  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  tbe  Tuition 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb ;  eoticiting  their  attention  to 
tbe  petition  of  the  trastees  of  uid  institution  for 
the  aid  of  the  National  Lef^latnre."  From  some 
cause,  unknown  to  as,  the  memorial  thus  ordered, 
was  never  presented  by  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  It.  Tour  eoounittee  find  that  the  prindpto 
and  policy  of  extending  relief  to  institutions  of  tUa 
chanMster,  have  been  recognized  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  in  a  grant  made  to  the  Conneo- 
tiout  Asylum,  and  in  that  case  they  discover  a  strong 
precedent  to  justify  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  tbe 
benefit  of  the  Kentucky  J^jlum.,  They,  therefore, 
beg  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

FUDAT,  Ur7  7. 
Sarigation  Iff  Wwtam^ttn. 


mitlee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "for  imprOT- 
ing  the  Ohio  andUiadsuppi  Rivers;"  andnbiH 
"  for  deepening  the  harbor  at  Fresqne  Isle,  and 
for  repairing  Plymouth  beaoh ;"  which  waa 
carried— ftyee  69,  noea  46. 

The  Hooae  went  into  Oommittee  of  tho 
Whole  on  theae  billi,  Hr.  tUsELBT  in  tho 

Mr.  Ebnst,  of  Eentnoky,  moved  to  strike 
ont  the  two  first  sections  of  the  first  of  the 
ftbove  billa,  and  insert  the  foOowing : 


;  Coe>^lc 
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"Thnt  the  Prwadent  of  the  United  Sttlei  U 
hereby  salhorized  to  tike  prompt  utd  eflecta&l 
measures  for  improTing  the  narigatioa  of  the  waten 
of  the  Ohio  River,  by  causing  channels  to  be  cot 
through  all  the  bars  which  cross  the  current  of  said 
river,  from  Browiuville,  in  FeanijlTania,  to  the 
H isaissippi,  apon  which  said  ban  there  shall  not  be, 
•t  the  lowest  Ma^,  at  least  three  feet  water ;  or  b; 
causing  dykea  or  eIniceE,  or  wing  walla,  to  be  con- 
Btructed  apon  said  bars,  or  by  such  other  mode  aa, 
in  each  particular  case,  nay  be  deemed  most  ad- 
visable." 

Ur.  Hbkby  made  an  ezpkaatoir  statement 
of  the  facts,  and  of  the  natnrs  of  the  plvi  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  WioEUTFE  otfjeoted  to  Oie  plan  proposed 
in  the  ameudment,  and  thooKht  the  uo^roye- 
meat  ihotdd  be  confined  to  the  eradioauon  of 
trees  partially  stink  in  tJie  ri 

Ur.  Baiiiiolph  coincided  in  this  riaw,  and 
stated  the  result  of  experiments  on  the  B^^m- 
hannook  and  Roanoke  Rivers. 

Mr.  Hbnbt  replied,  and  defended  his  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  GL1.T  snggested  the  following  modifica- 
tion, viz :  to  Htrilte  ont  the  clause  which  de- 
scribes the  mode  of  improving  the  river  by 
dams,  sluices,  tbc.,  and  ioBert  toe  following — 
*'  80  aa  to  iDBOTe,  at  the  driest  season,  a  nniform 
depth  of  three  feet  of  water  over  each  of  said 
ban ;  and  for  this  purpose,  the  President  is  an- 
thorized  to  employ  any  of  the  engineers  in  the 
pnblio  service  which  he  may  deem  proper." 

The  amendment,  tbns  modified,  was  agreed 

The  blank  for  the  distance  below  the  surface 
at  which  the  planters  and  sawyers  shall  be  cot 
off.  was  filled  with  ten  feet 

Ur.  Soon  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
foorth  section,  by  indnding  in  its  provisiona  the 
river  Uiasonri. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  blank  for  the  som  to  be  appropriated 
was  filled  with  (76,000. 

Mr.  Out  moved  to  rise  and  report  the  hill, 
and  accompanied  the  modon  witJi  a  series  of 
obeervationa  on  the  oirenmstauoes  of  the  case 
for  which  the  bill  provides. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 

concerning  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Uia- 

nsuppi,  and  asked  leave  to  ait  again  upon  the 

other  bill  committed  to  it ;  which  was  granted. 

Fi«e  MUioru  New  Stock. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  to  aotborize  the  creation 
of  a  stock  to  an  amonnt  not  exceeding  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards  of 
tiie  commissioners  under  tJie  treaty  with  Spain, 
of  the  a2d  of  Febmarj,  1819,"  was  read  a  tUra 

Mr.  Tsffr  addressed  tlie  Ohair  as  fbHows : 
I  am  called  npon,  by  the  bill  upon  your  table, 
to  vote  away  five  millions  of  the  people's 
money,  and  such  Is  the  repugnance  of  my  mind 
to  the  feature  and  principles  of  that  bill,  that  I 
feel  myself  called  npon.  by  every  consideration 
of  Justice  and  sonnd  policy,  to  place  jxprax  it  my 
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Bolenm  veto.  I  shall  endeavor  to  condense  mj 
ideas  into  as  few  words  as  possible,  to  render 
myself  intelligible ;  and,  uthongh  I  cannot 
hope  to  change  the  opinion  of  a  single  member 
of  this  Honse,  after  the  protracted  discussion 
which  the  subiect  has  unaergone,  yet  I  cannot 
feel  that  I  shall  have  done  justice  to  my  conn- 
try,  if  I  pass  it  by  in  silence.  The  charge 
against  the  Government,  to  the  extinguishment 
of  which  the  moneys  intended  to  be  raised  hj 
the  operation  of  the  present  bill  is  to  be  ap- 
plied, arises  out  of  a  treaty  concluded  betwo^i 


the  Unitfid  States  and  the 


.« 


the  Oovemment  of  Spsln  in  the  year  1819, 
wherein  it  ia  stipalated  between  the  two  pow- 
ers,  that  "  the  Gkivemment  of  the  United  States 
shiUl  pay  to  its  own  citizens  a  snm  not  exceed- 
ing five  mUlions  of  dollars,  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted npon  oar  commerce,  and  imlawtid  seiz- 
ures made  by  Spun,  of  the  property  of  oar 
[^tizens ;"  the  payment  to  he  made  immediate- 
ly, "  at  the  Treasury,  or  by  the  creation  ot 
stock  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  pier 
annum,  payable  ont  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  lands  in  Florida,  or  in  snch  other  man- 
ner as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  may- 
by  law  prescribe ;"  these  payments  to  be  made 
"  after  certain  commisBionerB,  named  in  the 
treaty,  or  a  mqjoritj  of  them,  shall  have  ad- 
justed and  allowed  the  cldms,"  which  claima, 
it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  never  have,  as  yet, 
been  adjusted  and  allowed,  and  which  have 
been  nnder  oondderation  abont  three  years. 
The  decision  of  this  question  depends  in  part 
npon  the  construction  which  may  be  given  to 
the  above  clause  of  the  treaty,  and  the  policy 
proper  to  be  pursued  under  that  construction. 
Henoe,  two  general  questions  present  Uiem- 
selves  for  our  consideration — 1,  What  ia  the 
proper  constmction  to  be  given  to  this  treaty  I 
and  3,  What  shall  be  a  correct  policy  to  be  pnr- 
sned  nnder  that  construction  ?  In  the  soludm 
of  the  first  question,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
inqnlre,  what  were  tbe  motives  or  causes  which. 
led  to  tlie  making  of,  or  entering  into,  the 
treaty  ?  What  is  the  nature  of  the  obligation 
imposed  npon  the  oontracting  parties )  and  last- . 
ly,  What  rights  do  the  claimants  derive  under 
it?  There  are  two  leading  causes  or  motives 
for  making  and  entering  into  treaties  between 
nations — one  is  of  a  nature  mild  and  peaoeatile^ 
for  the  extennon  and  regulation  of  friendly  r». 
lations  already  subsisting  between  the  parties ; 
the  other  is  of  a  natnre  adverse  and  hostile,  fbr 
the  reparation  of  ftiendly  relations  which  oooe 
subsisted  between  them,  but  which  had  been 
broken  off,  and  for  a  redress  pf  grievances 
which  had  occurred  dnrine  the  suspension  of 
those  friendly  relations,  and  comes  in  place  of 
war.  In  the  last  general  class  of  causes,  there 
may  be  various  motives  for  entering  into  a 
treaty  with  a  foreign  power-— as  when  yon 
are  totally  incapable  of  contending  on  equal 
gronnda,  for  the  want  of  an  adeqnate  force,  or 
the  want  of  dne  preparation,  or,  where  the  na- 
tion with  which  yon  contend  hu  nothing  to 
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faideaiiii^  you  tor  going  to  war ;  and  when, 
from  their  pe<niliar  Bitnation,  to  go  to  war  with 
them  would  not  add  to  ;oar  honor  or  jojix 
present  or  Aiture  aafetj ;  and,  under  all  or  uaj 
of  these  circnmBtances,  the  moat  powerful  na- 
tion would  find  a  snfGoient  tnotire,  and  be  fair- 
1t  warranted  in  making  a  treaty,  inadequate  tc 
ttie  pDrpoaes  of  eqnal  retribotion  and  iodenmi- 
fication. 

The  csasea  which  led  to  the  making  of  the 
tnatj'  nnder  consideration  seem  t«  be  of  the 
iMter  kind ;    that  is,  fur  the  reparation  of 
frioidlj  relations  which  once  subsided  between 
this  OoTemment  and  Spain,  and  for  the  redreaa 
of  grievances  which  occorred  daring  the 
paision  of  tfaOK  friendlj  relationa ;  and  U 
pt«9sed  in  the  treaty  to  be  for  spoliations  (._._. 
mittod  on  onr  commerce,  or  "  omawAil  selznrea 
made  by  Spain  of  the  property  of  our  dtizens.' 
As  the  caases  or  motives  which  led  to  the  pro 
mnlgation  of  this  treaty  are  only  adverted  ta 
■a  matters  of  reference  in  its  oonstrnction,  and 
as  they  are  set  out  in  the  treaty  itself,  it  woold 
seem  a  waste  of  time  (which  has  now  become 
very  preciona)  to  go  into  a  detail  of  the  var 
•gKressions  which  induced  this  Qovemmen 
caQ  npon  Spain  for  indemnity,  and  more  e 
dally  as  ever;'  honorable  gentleman  in 
House  most  be  well  aoqnaint«d  with  them. 

The  next  inqniry  which  occnrs  is,  what  is 
the  natm^  of  the  obligations  imposed  npon  the 
CMitractang  parties  t  Every  ti^&ty  compre- 
hends several  duties  or  obligatjona.  Those 
which  arise  between  the  contracting  powers  as 
bodies  politic ;  those  which  exist  between  the 
dtiaena  or  snlfjects  of  those  powers;  those 
which  aabnst  between  the  respective  Qovem- 
menta,  and  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  each 
power;  and  those  whioh  are  common  to  the 
Government,  and  its  own  citizens  or  snbjects. 
Vitbont  going  very  deeply  into  abstract  reason- 
ings, it  seems  necessary  to  inquire  a  little  into 
the  natnre  of  Governments,  to  come  to  a  cor- 
rect conclusion  upon  the  case  before  ns.  Man, 
in  a  state  of  natnre,  independent  of  all  political 
Ttenlations,  is  bound  to  act  honestly  toward  his 
fellow-man,  and  to  do  him  all  the  good  be  can 
vitboot  sn^ecting  himself  to  an  injnry;  hence, 
where  one  man  in  this  state  of  existence  does 
uother  on  injury,  that  other  has  a  right  to  in- 
demnity in  some  mode  allowed  by  the  law  of 
utare,  and,  nnder  snch  cironmstances,  might 
redress  hia  own  wrongs.  But,  having  entered 
into  the  social  compact,  he  is  preclnded  ftom 
doing  so :  and,  being  so  precluded,  be  has  a 
right  to  call  upon  his  Oovemment  to  do  that 
for  him  which  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  do  for 
himself;  bot,  at  the  same  time  that  he  has  a 
right  to  call  npon  his  Government  to  redress 
wrongs  committed  against  him  by  other  Gov- 
ernments or  their  subjects,  he  has  no  right  to 
expect  any  other  reparation  than  that  which  he 
himself  conld  have  obtained,  wiUi  competent 
Bower  to  enforce  his  claim ;  or,  in  other  words, 
ne  can  have  no  cimm  to  an  indemnity  from  his 
own  Oovemment  which  would  not  have  been 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 

/Vm  Jf ilfiDM  Ktw  3tocle. 


[H.  0 


in  the  power  of  the  aggressor  to  make.    Tha 

examination  of  these  principles  will  lead  to  a 
oorreot  understanding  of  the  obligation  which 
the  Govemment  is  nnder  to  those  clajmanta  tor 
whose  benefit  the  money  in  this  bill  is  to  be 
applied.  Let  us  for  a  moment  refer  to  the  rela- 
tive ntnation  of  the  Government  to  those  clium- 
anta,  and  see  how  they  stand  toward  each  oth- 
er. It  is  a  weU-established,  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  the  social  system,  that  a  man  gives  np 
a  share  of  hia  natoral  rights  and  privileges,  that 
he  may  have  the  remainder  better  secured  to 
him ;  and  one  of  those  privileges  whioh  he  sar- 
renders,  as  before  hinted,  is  his  right  to  redren 
his  own  wrongs;  and  having  given  np  that 
privilege,  he  has  a  right  to  expect  of  his  Gov^ 
emment  to  redress  them,  so  far  as  shall  be  con- 
venient and  proper,  taking  into  view  every  ci^ 
cnmstance  connected  with  its  accomplishment. 
The  Government,  therefore,  takes  npon  itself 
the  task  of  redresnng  the  wrongs  of  its  sahjeota 
or  oitiuens,  agreeably  to  the  prinoiplea  before 
stated,  keeping  always  in  view  the  good  of  the 
whole  oommunity.  Therefore,  when  it  makee 
a  treaty  with  an  aggressing  power,  it  is  its  dniy 
to  provide  for  its  own  indemnity  and  the  4n- 
demnity  of  all  its  subjects,  if  convenient,  and 
reasonably  practicable ;  hence,  it  becomes  k 
protector  or  gnardian  for  them,  not  only  to  see 
that  other  nations  do  them  Justice,  hot  to  do 
them  Jasttce  itself;  and  from  this  parental  and 
protecting  oharacter,  and  none  other,  arises  all 
the  claims  whioh  its  cilizenB  or  snbjects  have 
npon  it ;  and  for  the  pnrpose  of  cKrying  into 
effect  all  its  fhnctions  witJi  the  greater  facility, 
it  is  divided  into  departments,  each  of  whidi 
has  assigned  to  it  certain  limited  and  defined 
powers,  and  which  every  other  department,  aa 
well  as  every  citizen,  is  bonnd  to  respect,  con- 
fide in,  and  snbmit  to,  so  long  as  it  acts  within 
the  sphere  of  its  own  anthority ;  among  these 
departments,  or  divisions  of  the  Government 
is  the  treaty-making  power,  and  which  is  as 
perfect  and  absolute  in  the  exercise  of  its  vari- 
ous flmctions,  and  is  entitled  to  as  mnch  defer- 
ence, as  any  other  power  acting  within  Qie 
scope  of  its  authority;  and  when  that-power 
has  been  exerted  upon  a  particular  occasion,  its 
act  is  binding,  not  only  on  those  immediately 
connected  witi)  the  transaction,  but  upon  the 
whole  community. 

Having  examined  the  general  powers  of  the 
Government,  and  its  duties  towanis  individnals 
who  compose  it,  so  far  as  they  seem  neoeaaary 
for  my  purpose,  I  will  apply  those  principlee  to 
the  case  before  na,  and  see  what  will  be  the  i*- 
snlL  If  I  have  laid  down  a  single  principle 
which  is  not  substantially  warranted  by  the 
authorities,  or  which  will  not  stand  the  test  of 
ethical  analysis,  I  shall  be  open  to  correction 
and  conviction  by  honorable  genUemen  opposed 
e.  In  this  case,  then,  the  Government  of 
. , ..  1  has  made  unlawful  soizores  of  the  proper- 
ty of  the  claimants ;  this  Government,  as  the 
guardian  and  protector  of  their  rights,  has  in- 
terposed between  them  and  Spain,  and  ooi^ 
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olnded  the  treatj  now  ouder  cooeideratioa,  to 
iodenuufj  and  remunerate  them  for  losaea  sns- 
tained  in  conseqaeuce  of  snoh  nnlawfdl  seiz- 
ores.  For  the  dear  underatanding  of  the 
nature  of  the  obligation  of  the  Government 
to  those    daitnauta,  it  will  be  neceaBBrf  ' 


Kards  the  adequBcj  or  ioademiaoj  of  the  ra- 
oress  secured  b;  it  to  those  dumanta ;  or,  in 
other  words,  whether  it  be  a  provident  or  im- 
provident treat;,  I  conceive,  is  not  a  anl^eot 
for  oor  present  consideration,  li,  however,  I 
were  to  give  an  opinion,  I  ahonld  eay  we  had  a 
right  to  presome  it  was  the  beet  that  coold 
have  been  gotten  at  the  time.  There  is  no  hon- 
<H«ble  gentieraan  in  this  Hooae  that  does  not 
know  the  deranged — na?,  the  miserable  vassal 
and  bantrnpt  condition  of  that  nation  at  the 
time  it  was  made.  And,  altboogh  it  may  snit 
•ome  honorable  gentlemea  to  decrj  tJie  treaty 
and  the  treatj'-makers,  I  am  disposed  to  make 
the  best  of  the  one,  and  think  the  most  chari- 
tably of  the  others.  Yet,  however  improvident 
the  whole  treat;  may  be,  and  inadequate  the 
redresa  to  the  daimants,  it  is  not  for  ns  now  to 
diange  the  nature  of  the  former,  or  make  np 
the  deficiency  in  the  latter;  a  dnty  has  de- 
volved npou  OS  to  carry  it  into  effect,  aooord' 
ing  to  the  terms  of  it,  as  the  tr^ty-making 
power  has  lud  them  down — fbr  that  having 
passed  npon  it,  it  is  conclusive  with  ns.  It  b 
■  co-ordmate  branch  of  t^e  Qovemment,  it  has 
its  powen  to  exercise,  and  its  daties  to  per- 
form ;  and,  having  performed  them,  it  is  not 
for  DB  to  violate  our  trast  by  trampling  npon  its 
aathori^,  even  if  it  had  acted  wrong ;  for,  by 
to  doing,  we  shoold  make  ooredvee  parUcepi 
triminii.  If  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
Bgned  this  treaty  have  looked  over  the  inter- 
ests of  theae  dumants,  and  have  taken  on  in- 
sofBdent  indemnity,  let  the  responsibility  rest 
with  them ;  let  ns  do  onr  dnty,  and  carry  it 
into  effect,  in  the  manner  they  have  prescribed. 
It  was  tiieir  dnty  to  make  the  treaty ;  it  la  oars 
to  carry  it  into  effect ;  according  to  its  terms. 
The  faonorable  gentleman  from  New  York  can- 
not see  in  this  treaty  a  triple  alternative;  I 
think  I  can  very  plainly  see  a  double  one. 

The  laognage  of  the  trea^  is :  "  The  Qov- 
.  ^i^y^  g^j.  j[jg  oommiasionets  shall 


have  admitted  and  allowed  the  daims  to 
amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars, 
pay  them  immediately  at  the  Treasory,  or  in 
tlie  creation  of  stock  at  six  per  centnm  per  an- 
ndm,  payable  from  the  proceeds  of  sdes  of  the 
poblio  lands  in  the  territories  ceded,  or  in  each 
other  manner  as  the  Oongrees  of  the  United 
States  may  prescribe  by  law." 

If  theee,  then,  are  the  terms  of  the  treaty, 
what  is  the  dnty  of  the  Qovemment  resulting 
boia  it,  as  regards  the  daimants  t  It  is  the 
doty  of  the  Qovemment  now  to  dischaive  its 
obluations  to  tlie  claimants  in  good  faith,  ao- 
oording  to  oquity  and  jostice.  Obligations  be- 
tween the  Government  and  tlie  people  iifi  like 


all  other  obligatioDs,  and  ought  to  be  construed 
like  them.  I  lay  down  the  allowing  as  correct 
rules  of  oonstruotiOQ  with  regard  to  contracto : 
Ail  implied  contracts  (of  which  this  is  one)  are 
to  be  construed  according  to  equity  and  natnral 
justice,  taking  into  consideration  aU  the  circom- 
stances  connected  witli  the  transaction,  or  that 
thing  which  forms  the  consideration  for  mak- 
ing it.  That  each  has  a  right  to  have  it  per- 
formed according  to  his  reasonable  expectation. 
That,  in  express  contracts,  where  there  is  an 
alternative,  or  more  than  one  mode  of  dia- 
charmng  them,  the  obligor  has  a  right  to  select 
which  of  the  modes  he  pleases ;  but  when  he 
has  selected  his  mode,  or  made  his  choice,  ho 
is  not  at  liberty  afterwards  to  change  it  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  obliged.  I  further  lay 
it  down,  OS  a  fundamental  principle  with  regard 
to  trust  and  trostees,  that  the  trustee  can  never 
be  made  accountable  hefoud  the  value  of  the 
trust  estate,  and  that,  where  money  is  to  be 
paid  oat  of  a  certain  or  uncertain  fund,  yon  can 
never  make  the  tmstee  or  holder  of  the  fond 
pay  the  money  out  of  his  own  estate;  and  in 
no  case  can  he  be  reqnired  to  pay  it  nntil  it  be- 
comes doe.  Here,  then,  it  apprears  dearly,  by 
the  terms  of  the  treaty,  that  the  Government 
intended  to  reserve  to  itself  the  right  to  take 
into  its  own  hands  the  f^d  out  of  which  this 
money  was  to  be  ptud,  if  circnmstances  would 
seem  to  warrant  it — that  is,  if  it  should  appear 
the  lands  were  likely  to  torn  out  a  productive 
fund,  the  oltJect  of  the  Qovemment,  no  donbt, 
was  to  hold  the  land  and  pay  the  money  imme- 
diatdy  at  the  Treasury,  or  in  such  other  man- 
ner as  CoD^^es  might  prescribe.  Several  rea- 
sons for  sudi  construction  urge  themsdvee  opcA 
the  mind  with  great  force. 

It  is  said,  by  on  honorable  gentleman  on  the 
Bide  of  the  question  with  myself^  who  is  some- 


fact,  a  land  of  sand-heaps,  mnsquitoea,  fit^ia, 
serpents,  and  alligators.  I  know  nothing  of  it 
myself!  except  what  I  have  gathered  from  the 
general  history  of  the  country,  Bnt,  I  pre- 
sume, its  history  or  geography,  at  the  time  of 
the  pnrchase,  was  very  little  known,  which 
rendered  its  value  very  uncertain  indeed ;  bo- 
sides  which,  it  may  be  recollected,  that,  by  that 
same  treaty,  a  pari  of  that  heantifhl  country, 
west  and  south  of  the  Sabine  Biver.  and  s^d  to 
be  more  valoahlo  than  all  the  Floridas,  was 
ceded  to  Spain  as  a  part  of  the  consideration 
for  making  the  treaty — leaving  it,  indeed,  verj 
doabtflil,  whether  all  the  lands  ceded  to  tho 
United  States  would  be  more  than  snfflcient  to 
the  demands  of  those  daimants.  Agtun,  it  - 
does  appear  evident,  that  something  of  thia 
kind  mnat  have  borne  weight  with  the  treaty- 
makers,  as  they  have  only  undertaken  by  the 
treaty  to  secure  to  the  d^mants  a  sum  of  not 
more  than  five  millions  of  dollars — leaving  the 
balance,  which  is  said,  by  some,  to  amount  to 
more  than  ten  millions,  to  future  negotiatiOD 
or  total  abandonment,  goarding,  v^  cantion»- 
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If,  •!>  the  tame,  gainst  [dedging  tbe  Oovem- 
seat,  in  aof  ihape,  fi^  more  thu  fire  miDions 
at  d<dkn.  And  fortlier,  for  the  yerj  purpose 
cf  meeting  the  ctmtiiigent  or  nncertun  valae  of 
the  Ftorida  lands,  die;  introdnoed  the  optwnal 
prOTirf<»  in  tlM  treaty,  before  aUnded  to,  wbioh 
■eenree  to  th«  GoTemment  the  right  bo  keep 
thow  lands,  shoold  thef  be  found  valuable,  as 
an  indenmitj  for  the  cession  of  the  lands  be- 
yond the  Sabine ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  ei- 
dode  the  idea  of  a  respouribility  beyond  the 
Talne  of  the  Florida  lands.  The  Floridss, 
vhUe  nnder  the  dMninion  of  Spain,  had  already 
oeciaioned  a  hiatoa  in  our  sovereignty  alon^ 
the  Gnl£  To  obtain  possession  of  it,  there- 
fore, vaa  considered  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance ;  and,  no  donbt,  a  ssorifloe  of  a  portion 
cf  land  b^ood  the  Sabine  was  made  for  the 
pntpose  of  aooomplishing  an  oi^ect  of  so  mnoh 
mqiMtaDoe  to  the  Oovenmient  as  that  of  seonr- 
faig  tbo  eontrol  c€  a  maritime  frontier,  from  the 
Bortbera  extromi^  of  Maine  to  the  month  of 
the  SabinflL  I  thmk,  then,  I  am  ftirly  irar- 
tanted  in  s^ng,  that,  oonddering  eveiy  cir- 
s  connected  with  the  transaction,  the 


.  f  her  total  iuo^adty  to  make 
■ny  reparation  Aw  injnriea  done  ns,  the  peouliar 
ritnation  of  the  Fkiridas  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  neoesrity  of  taking 
tbem,ornothni^  thisconntri^atuie  time,  stiil 


with  wonnda  inflicted  by  a  recent  war, 
'ily  which  its  posaoation  by  a  Aveign 
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power  gaTe  to  drdn  the  Soothem  oonntry  ot 
m  Uadc  pt^nla&m,  tlie  miserable  imbecility 
and  eorrnption  ot  the  Bpanlrit  anthoritiea,  oal- 
eolated  rMher  to  &Tor  tiiaa  detect  and  pnniah 
piraeies ;  beaidee  the  reflectacu  that  the  nnncs- 
tijea  and  indentsti<His  of  the  ooaet  being  emi- 
Bsntly  calculated  to  fiimish  a  ssfe  retreat  in 
CMS  of  pnrsnit — henoe,  I  say,  nnder  all  these 
coDsidOTatiat^  it  was  thonght  adTisable  to  ob- 
tUn  tlie  d(»ninion  and  soverragnfy  of  the  oonn- 
tay,  if  it  eonld  be  had  without  aotnally  paying 
nmey  ont  <rf  the  I^easniy — and  hence^  the 
ran  adpnlated  to  be  paid  the  oliUmants  was 
Emited  not  to  exceed  Stb  millions  of  dtdlars; 
iod,  at  the  ssme  time,  the  payment  ccofined  to, 
Bid  cMitingent  np<ni,  the  valne  of  the  proceeds 
(t  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  those  teni- 
knioL  This  acoonnts,  too^  for  the  peonliar 
phraaecrfogy  of  the  treaty  in  stating,  "  The  five 
mOIioaa  to  be  paid  by  the  creation  of  stock, 
bearing  an  intoest  of  rix  pir  centnm  per  an- 
(■■m,  payable  frcHn  the  proceeds  <^  the  sales  of 
tibs  pabuc  lands,  within  the  territories  ceded." 
.If  it  ware  intended  that  the  frhtde  of  these 
oltiiM  dtoflld  have  been  pidd,  why  limit  than 
to  fire  ndlUana  )  or,  if  it  wwe  intended  that 
«T<o  this  nm  shonld  he  podtively  and  nnc4Hi- 


r  paid,  why  intiodaoe  the  above  re- 

.  _  .  danae  t     why,  I  sav,  make  it  payabli 
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IS  of  those  lands 
The  reason,  I  think,  is  very  obvions.    It  was 
Hver  intended  to  pledge  Uie  Qovemment  be- 
TOT.TIIL— C 


yond  the  valne  of  those  lands,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  make  for  the  daimanta  the  best  possi- 
ble bargain  that  oonld  be,  nnder  these  restric- 
tive drciunetanoea.  I  am  here  met  by  a  pod- 
tjon  taken  by  some  of  the  Mends  of  this  bill, 
that  Government  is  bouid,  at  all  events,  to  pay 
the  interest,  annnally,  on  the  stock  created,  and 
tliat  to  iseiie  it,  redeemable  only  out  of  the  pro- 
oaeda  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  Florida, 
woold  be  creating  a  stook,  in  its  nature  irre- 
deemable, which  is  always  onfavorable,  say 
they,  for  the  Oovemment,  as  it  goes  to  oreste 

Serpetuity, '  except  at  the  caprice  of  the 
er. 
In  reply  to  this  propodtion,  I  would  remar^ 
(and  I  think  I  am  warrantM  by  the  rule  of 
oonstmction  and  the  iangnage  of  the  instru- 
ment in  making  it,)  that  you  cannot  torture  tha 
words  of  the  treaty,  or  so  distort  it«  meaning, 
ss  to  draw  from  it  such  a  oondudon.  If  the 
treaty-makers  had  intended  that  snob  oonstmo- 
tion  shonld  be  given  to  it,  why  were  (hey  not 
explicit — why  not  pat  down  the  very  words, 
to  be  paid  aruM^ig  t  Why  use  the  ciroumlo-  . 
OQtion  they  have,  when  they  might  have  come 
to  it  at  once  ?  Why  lesTc  it  in  doubt,  or  to 
oortstruotion  t  I  say  they  have  placed  it,  in  my 
mind,  beyond  all  doubt,  and  I  conodve,  in  the 
mind  of  the  whole  world,  except  by  the  most 
unnatural  distortion  of  the  &ir  import  of  the 
wcrds.  Why  did  they  not  say  the  claims 
should  lie  paid  by  the  creation  erf  stook  at  nx 
per  centum  pw  annum,  if  moh  was  their  inten* 
tiixit  If  such  language  had  been  used,  and 
they  had  stopped  there,  there  could  have  1>e«a 
no  misnndersbmdlng,  even  with  the  most  illit- 
erate: or  lud  they  said  they  should  be  pdd  at 
the  Treasury  without  saying  more,  no  mett— 
not  even  the  claimants  themselves — oonld  have 

Kitended  to  nusanderstand  them.  The;  mlgbt 
ve  bean  much  more  concise,  and  have  cmly 
sdd,  the  Umted  States  shall  satisfy  the  cldm- 
ante  to  tha  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollara ; 
that  wonld  have  ended  the  matter  with  the 
most  skepticsl  mind,  and  Oovemment  would 
have  been  left  to  its  discretion  to  pay  it  hi  any 
way  aatis&ctory  to  the  daimanta.  But  they 
have  gone  on  and  said,  "  Those  dsims  should 
be  pud,  not  exceeding  five  mUlions  of  dollars^ 
in  uie  oreation  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 
dx  per  centum  per  annnm,  payable  from  the 
pro(>aeds  of  the  sdes  of  the  Isnds  in  the  terri- 
tories ceded ;"  and  the  friends  of  the  bill  sap- 
ply  the  woras,  pa^cAle  annual^,  not  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands,  bnt  at 
the  TresBury  of  the  United  States;  for  such  is 
the  effect  of  the  conatructton  for  whidh  thw 
oontend.  Here  prind^ea  for  which  I  conteud- 
ed  in  the  ontaeb  apply.  The  OoTemment  be- 
comes a  trustee  for  the  claimants ;  it  has  nego- 
tiated for  them ;  has  made  the  beet  bargain  it 
could  for  them,  without  going  into  a  doubtM 
otoitfiet  with  the  sword.  It  has  secured  to  them 
a  fund  of  uncertain  value,  of  which  it  is  will- 
ing to  give  them  the  whole  benefit,  if  it  be- 
oomea  neoeaaaiy  to  the  satiabetitn  of  thdr 
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dums;  reserring  to  itael^  however,  tiie  right 
(o  the  aarploB,  if  an/  there  be.  I  sa?  that  it  is 
ft  &ir  presomption  that  it  was  tlie  best  buvtun 
that  oonld  have  bean  made  for  them  with  a 
baokmpt  nation.  The  Qovernment  being  the 
natural,  or  rather  the  legal  guardian,  of  tbe 
daimanta,  It  standa  oompletelj  in  tbe  place  of 
a  trostee  for  tliein,  and  bj  no  principle  in  equi- 
ty can  it  be  reqnired  to  pay  more  than  the 
Talne  of  the  (hitd  which  it  holda.  Let  it  be 
faowerer  a  good  or  bad  bargain,  it  has  been 
made  bj  the  y'e&tj'making  power  of  this  oonn- 
ttf,  a  power  over  which  this  Eonse  boa  do  im- 
□wdiate  legal  oontroL  It  ia  a  contract  (»m- 
pletdy  binding  upon  this  Eonse,  the  nation, 
■nd  uie  daimanta  themselves ;  and  onleas  we 
mean  to  trample  npon  one  of  the  oonsdtnted 
anttiorities  of  the  country,  and  asotp  a  power 
never  intended  by  the  oonstitutioD  to  Lave  been 
placed  in  our  hands,  we  shall  conform  onraelvea 
to  the  ooutraot  made  by  that  power.  It  is  the 
dnty  of,  the  QovermneDt,  as  the  goardian  of 
these  claimants'  rights,  to  make  the  best  of  the 
fbnda  placed  in  ita  hands  for  them ;  aadtfthey 
can  be  paid  their  interest  annually  out  of  Hie 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands,  agreeably  to 
the  contract  made  fbr  them,  they  ought  to  be 
pud ;  if  not,  th^  oi^t  to  b«  paid  as  speedily 
as  poeaihle,  but  vithoat  encroaching  upon  oth- 
er rands  of  the  Qovernment.  What  will  be  the 
principle  established  by  the  passage  of  the  bill 
upon  yoor  taUe  t  You  not  only  set  aside  the 
solemn  act  of  a  co-ordinate  authority,  bnt,  air, 
yon  establish  the  principle,  that,  unless  you  can 
obt^  complete  pecuniary  redress  by  treating 
with  a  nation,  yon  must  go  ta  war.  An  bwor- 
able  gentleman  on  my  right  tells  you,  that  the 
GovernineDt  has  interfered  between  the  claim- 
ants and  the  SpaoiBh  autborities ;  it  lias  under- 
taken  their  cause,  and  prevented  them  &om 
seeking  redress  in  their  own  way  against  that 
power;  and  now,  says  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, aAer  interfering,  and  preventine  them 
boat  mn-feing  the  best  bargain  tbey  ooud,  yon 
are  not  willinK  to  make  them  fUl  reparation. 

And,  sir,  what  are  yon  to  get  in  lieu  of  yonr 
five  millions  of  doUws  t  I  will  not  aay  a  land 
of  mosqtdtoes,  frogs,  serpoits,  and  ^ligatora.  I 
will  suppose  the  beet  that  can  be  aoid  of  it. 
Too  know  not  what  you  have  got ;  yon  have 


any  oertainty;  yon  have  relinquiabed  the  bird 
In  the  hand  for  the  bore  posribUity  of  obt^ing 
&e  one  in  the  bosh.  Yon  have  indemnified  a 
few  insorance  ocoqiames  and  nudennriters,  and 
have  saddled  the  nation  with  a  certain  debt 
<tf  five  minion^  and  the  lnt«reet  until  paid.  By 
the  baiv^  yon  drive,  yon  violate  one  of  the 
first  rues  of  private  eooaomv,  that  is,  "  never 
to  boy,  at  any  price,  an  arijcle  yon  oan  neither 
DsenorselL"  Have  yon  not  alraady  more  pub- 
lic lands  than  yon  can  dispose  of  to  advantage  t 
Are  they  not  the  greatest  drug  in  the  market  t 
Have  you  not  lanaa  in  nine  difibrent  St«t«s  and 
T<RitoriMt   Andiiii^willtheEloridAkiidapa; 
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the  interest  on  the  capital  vmted!  They  cer- 
tainly will  not  It  indeed,  yon  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  Bates  of  all  the  public  lands  in 
the  TTnited  Statea,  they  will  scarcely  pay  the 
debt  and  interest  in  ten  years.  If  you  make  & 
oalonlatioD  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  bf  Uie 
poblio  Ivids  in  that  Btate  where  the  population 
IB  inraeasiDg  more  rapidly  than  in  any  other 
State  in  the  Union,  and  at  that  period,  too,  when 
there  were  more  lands  sold,  perhaps,  than  at 
an;  other — I  mean  the  years  1820-'l-^ ;  upon 
such  calonlatiou,  sir,  it  will  be  found  that  thia 
debt  and  the  intareat  can  scarcely  be^widin  one 
fcnndred  and  fifty  years.  I  have  allnnon  to  tlie 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
smt.  The  sales  of  the  public  laoda  in  that  Stats, 
if  I  mistake  not,  aTca«g«d  in  the  years  18S0-'l 
~'3,  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  thoQsaDd  one 
hnndred  and  sixty-five  dollars.  From  this  anm- 
deduot  the  interest  of  the  debt,  which  is  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  we  Snd  a  balance 
of  $82,1B5  to  be  appUed  annooUy  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  original  debt.  And,  nr,  can 
yoD  hope  that  the  lands  in  Florida  will  ever 
be  as  prodnotive  as  the  lands  in  Indiana!  If  aoy 
it  is  a  vun  hope,  which  will  never  be  realiied. 
One  ftirther  view  of  this  subject,  and  I  have 
done.  Oentlemen  may  endeavc^  to  make  them- 
selves believe  those  ealotilatioBs  are  &lla(noa^ 
and  my  views  viricmaiT.  I  presume  a  fur  meth- 
od of  ealcnlatjng,  and  one  that  no  honorable 
gentlemaa  can  omeot  to,  will  be  to  oompate  the 
v^ue  of  the  twokinds  of  stock.  What  would 
be  the  difitevnce  in  value  of  stock,  payatile  from 
the  proceeds  of  Aeae  lands,  the  valne  of  which 
is  totally  unknown,  and  the  valne  of  thu  kind 
of  stock  proposed  by  this  Inll  t  Tlte  oue  directs 
yon  to  the  Treasury  of  the  TTnited  States  an- 
nually, for  the  sum  of  three  hnndred  thotuand 
dollars;  the  Other  leads  you  throngh  this  land 
of  reptiles  described- by  my  friend  from  Yirgiida. 
I  ssy,  what  Is  the  fair  valne  of  each,  and  what 
the  discrepance  ?  This  testa  the  policy  of  the 
biQ.  I  put  it  to  every  honorable  gentleman  in 
this  House,  what  difibrenoe  wonld  yon  make  ia 
the  price  of  the  stock  f    Would  yon  make  SO 

Ccentt  If  so,  yon  are  throwing  awa^  a  mil- 
i  of  dollars  on  uie  olaimants.  But,  sir,  I  s^ 
there  is  forty  per  oenL  difference ;  and,  if  so, 
yon  ore  tlirowing  away  two  millions. 

When  ICr.  Txffr  had  oonduded — 

Ur.  BANmLFH  moved  its  reoommitment  to 
the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  and  sup- 
ported the  moUon  by  a  speeoh. 

After  some  remarn  from  Ur.  Bisruir,  the  * 
qneetitai  was  again  taken  on  recomTnittiig  the 
biU,  and  dedded  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passase 
of  the  ^,  by  yeas  and  nays.— For  the  bill  IIT, 
against  it  M. 

Bo  the  bill  was  paned,  and  eent  to  the  Seoato 
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Tifytnia  Militaiy  Landi. 

OnmotiMiof  iSx.YAacMfOt  Ohio, the Honae 
took  n^  tbe  Mil  "  Htthoriiliig  Uie  Prarident  of 
&•  United  StitM  to  rater  into  certain  negoHar 
SoiM  nlativ«  to  luidB  lootted  under  Titvlnia 
imlitvj  lud  wimnl^  lying  betireen  Ludlow's 
■Dd  Boberu'liDeOiii)  the  St«t«  of  Ohio." 

|Thii  bin  protidea,"  That  the  Prendent  of  the 
United  States  shall  d^  and  he  is  hereSy,  aa- 
tfaofued  to  Moertaln  the  number  of  aoree,  and, 
by  appniMmeot  or  otherwise,  the  valne  there- . 
tij  enlnaire  of  improvMneato,  of  all  Booh  lands 
lying  between  Lodlow's  and  Boberts'  linee,  in 
the  Btate  of  Ohio,  as  nuqr,  agreeable  to  the 
prindplea  of  a  decuion  of  the  Saprerae  Ooort . 
<]fthaUnit^8taUa,in  theoase  of  Doddridga 
lawe^  agaiaM  Tho^nn  and  Wright,  b«  held 
bf  pflHona  under  '^rginia  milita^  wairanta, 
wd  oi  what  terms  the  hddera  will  relinqnish 
the  same  to  Oe  United  States;  and  that  he  re- 
port the  Ihots  at  the  commenoement  of  the  next 
nsnoa  of  CoDgrees."} 

Hr.  P.  P.  Babbodb,  of  Tlrainia,  presented  a 
SMmoria]  on  the  sobject,  wbicK  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  bim  bj  an  indiridnal  in  the  Stat«  of 
Ohio;  which  was  read. 

Kr.  Vajtok,  of  Ohio,  stated  the  gronnds  of  the 
bill,  and  the  merits  of  the  titles  whioh  are  pro- 
posed to  be  qnieted  by  it  He  replied,  also, 
to  ewtaiD  statonents  in  the  petition  Just  read, 
wbtclk  h«  crauidered  not  entirely  aoonrate. 

ICr.  P.  P.  BABBOnn,  with  a  view  to  oover  aa 
well  the  cJsimi  not  located,  aa  those  which  are, 
and  which  it  appeared  to  him  equally  proper  to 
pconde  tar,  moTed  to  lay  the  bill  on  Uie  table,  to 
■How  faim  time  to  prepare  an  amendment  foe 


Ur.  Yahob  Mdd,  that,  bowoTOr  (he  deeoriptJon 
of  claims  refwred  to  by  Ur.  Ba^mub  mi^t  re- 
quire fntorelegiBlatioD,  he  did  notUkinlciton^t 
to  be  connected  with  Hiis  bill,  whioh  embraced 
a  diatinot  claai  of  cases, 

Ifr.  BAsaotiK  withdrew  his  motion  with  a 
view  to  introdnce  his  fm^Msition  a^ar&tely 

Hr.  Ticzum,  of  Eentool^^  moved  to  amend 
die  bin  by  adding  to  it  a  pronucm  requiring  a 
ttUaataX  of  the  amount  paid  by  (he  porobasers 
to  the  General  GoTemment  for  the  land,  and 
wbeo  paid,  to  be  indnded  in  the  eommnuioalion 
toCfngrew. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Bavzir  and 
Xr.  Vaxok,  this  motion  was  withdrawn  by  the 
■orer,  mider  tbe  impitssioii  (hat  the  inflmna- 
liMi  nuxht  be  otherwise  obtained. 

Hr.  SoCoy,  <J  Tir^nja,  eipreaaed  hfa  donbta 
sf  the  expedienqr  irf  le^altdinK  on  this  anbject  at 
alL  When  OoD^eaa  did  le^uate  on  the  snlyeot, 
HkBj  oD^t,  at  kast)  to  give  the  holders  of  mili- 
taiy  wairanta  the  optitm  of  locating  the  wsrranU 
CO  other  lands  than  those  DOW  open  to  them,  >' 

Ur.  MaAaxmjBy  ot  Ohio,  feeding  himself 
ter«rted  in  this  bil^  said  he  ehonld  decline  voting 
moa  iL    He  atated,  however,  lome  of  hia  viewa 


the  sulject,  coe  of  which  was,  that  the  bill 

_s  one-eided,  i^arding  the  United  States  only, 
and  conld  not  pr^ndice  any  iotereet  of  the  Unit- 
ed BtateoL  He  had  hoped  the  oMmaota  under 
Yir^nia  wonld  have  been  allowed  a  participa- 
tion in  the  investigation  proposed  by  this  mil, 
bnt  the  oommittee,  it  seemed,  had  determined 
otherwise.  Some  of  the  atatemeiits  in  the  peti- 
tion which  had  been  read,  he  pronotmoed  to  be 
blae,  utd  it  had  mparently  been  drawn  np 
withont  any  knowledge  of  the  dedsion  of  (he 
Snpreme  CodtL 

Mr.  VAsoa,  of  Ohio,  fhrthar  explained  and  de- 
fended the  provinons  of  tike  UD,  gave  a  history 
of  the  cose  embraoed  in  it;  and,  on  his  motion,. 
the  report  of  the  eeleot  cmnmittoe  in  tiie  oaae, 
-as  read. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  tot 
a  third  reading,  without  oppooition. 
WiAaA  and  Miami  (hnoL 

The  House  tfaea  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom,- 
mitloe  of  the  Vhole,  pii.  Roes  in  the  ohair,) 
on  tbe  bill  to  antboriae  the  State  of  Indiana  to 
open  a  oanal  throng  the  pnblio  lands,  to  con- 
nect the  navigation  of  the  rivera  Wamah  and 
the  Uiami  of  the  I«he. 

Mr.  Hi  1.7 .^  Delejnte  from  Florida,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  oy  striking  ont  the  words 
"  ninety  feet,"  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  given 
for  tbe  locatiisn  of  the  canal,  and  inaert  in  lien 
thereof  a  provision  for  giving  the  Bqnare  of  « 
mile  on  each  aide  ibr  the  whole  length  of  the 

In  support  of  thk  motion,  Mr.  Oaxl  ddivered 
a  apeedi  o!  tome  length,  which  he  commenced 
by  replying  to  aa  anticipated  objection  on  the 
acore  of  precedent,  by  saying  Uiat  a  grant  of 
land  for  a  road  was  in  principle  the  aame  as  s 
grant  for  a  canaL  and  a  grant  nmilar  to  thi^ 


for  a  road  throng^  a  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
towards  Detroit,  had  been  lately  made.  He 
then  tnmed  his  attention  to  tbe  unportuioe  of 


the  canal  proposed  to  be  made,  which,  he  aaid, 
wonld  <men  a  oommoDieaticai  whicn  would 
connect  New  Orleans  with  the  Western  I^ikec^ 
to  the  great  facilitation  of  military  operationa 
for  the  purposes  of  defonoe,  &%  not  to  apeak  of 
the  &ci£tatioD  of  oommetoe.  Bat  tbia  channel, 
however  important,  it  would  not  be  poanble  to 
open,  fbr  a  long  time  at  leaat  withont  the  aid  <tf 
a  ermt  of  the  public  lands,  «a. 

Mr.  Bankih,  the  Ohuiman  of  the  Oommittea 
of  Pablio  I^nda,  stated  the  views  of  tbe  com- 
mittee  on  the  subject  They  duly  appreciated 
the  Importance  of  anch  a  oan&l,  believing  it  to 
be  the  best  point  for  the  oounectioD  of  these 
waters,  but  were  reatr^ed,  by  principles  oa 
which  they  had  always  acted,  from  going 
beyood  tbe  apace  neoeaaary  ibr  a  canal,  and  for 
AEsistiDg  tbe  collection  of  tolle  thereon.  If  Con- 
gress intended  to  give  a  grant  to  tbia  canal,  or 
any  other  road  or  oanal,  itwoa  much  preferable 
that  the  grant  sboold  be  in  money,  rather  thaa 
in  land.  The  toad  which  haa  been  apokeu  0^ 
was  diimeA  aa  a  ri^^  ■       ' 
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txeatj  of  Browtutown,  and  oonld  not  be  oon- 
aidsred  u  &  preoedent  for  tiiu  meuare.  With 
regard  to  the  azpedianej  of  gnuttiog  aid  to  thia 
DMMiire,  Ur.  R.  B^ d,  if  it  Bhonld  bektclndediaa 
general  BTstem  of  iDtenud  imi^oYement,  he 
ahonld  be  in  favor  of  it,  bnt  waa  opposed  to 


axpi«8ai7e  of  the  deep  interest  he  felt  on  thia 
ntgeot,  and  of  his  oonviotion  that  the  benefit  to 
Boonie  trcan  it  to  the  United  Siate^  wonld 
doablr  repa7  the  whole  ezpenae  of  making  tike 

Ur.  TwT,  of  Indiana,  ezplatned  the  geogn^- 
ioal  diaraoter  of  the  oonntry  throng  which  the 
canal  is  to  ran.  It  was  a  meaanre  so  peifaoU^ 
practloable,  that  he  believed  the  deepest  part 
of  tha  canal  from  the  sarftoe,  snppoong  tlie 
oaaal  to  be  a  dead  level,  would  not  be  more 
than  twentj-flve  ftot.  Its  length  would  be 
only  from  fifteen  to  twenty  milee.  The  conntij 
on  both  sideB  of  the  route  was  extremely  riok 
as  rioh,  indeed,  as  it  possibly  ooold  be,  and 
triable  of  prodaoing  a  vast  amonnt  of  agrionl- 
toral  prodncta.  C^  &«  importance  of  thia 
work  to  that  oonntry,  and  to  toe  United  States 
generally,  he  dwelt  at  eome  length,  and  then 
raplied  to  the  obieotionB  made  by  Hr.  Raitedi, 
on  ^egronnd  of  the  oUlgationg  of  the  compact 
with  'Vu'ginia,  aodahowed  by  oompntationthat 
ttie  prtmosed  qtpropriaUon  of  land  wonld  ad- 
vance the  value  of  uie  public  lands  to  a  mnch 
greater  amonnt  than  that  of  the  proposed  appro- 
priation. 

On  motion  of  Hr,  TsaoT,  of  New  York,  the 
oommittee  then  rose,  reported  progreM,  and  ob- 
t^ned  leave  to  ut  again. 

MoHDAT,  May  10. 
2/angation  qf  Wettem  Eiteen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Booiuiujr,  of  Pennaylvania, 
the  Honse  took  up  the  bill  "  for  the  itm)rove- 
ment  of  the  Ohio  and  Hissiaeippi  Bivers." 

Mr.  BnoHAKAH  offered,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  bin,  the  Avowing: 

"That  the  Preddent  of  the  United  8tat«e  be,  and 
be  i*  hereby,  Mithoriied  to  cause  the  lUTisation  of 
the  Ohio  Bivet  to  be  hnwoTed  orer  the  Aillowing 
Mnd-bars,  or  either  of  them,  at  hii  discietion,  to 
irit :  the  sand-bar  which  croasea  said  river  one  mile 
and  a  quarter  below  flint  laUnd ;  the  aand-bar  two 
Miles  above  French  Island;  the  bar  just  below 
Bendenen ;  the  bar  below  Sliaigfal  Island ;  the 
bar  below  WIDcw  Island,  in  the  Ussiag^  bend ; 
and  the  bar  (nn»odle  to  Lower  Boutheriand,  below 
Oomberland  Luand ;  and,  fbr  the  purpose  ef  aseer- 
ttiniogand  directing  the  best  method  of  canTing 
the  proTidons  of  this  act  into  eStet,  he  may  employ 
any  of  the  englneeta  in  the  pebllc  serrice  which  he 
may  deem  proper:  Pnmdtd,  ntairtlultu.  That  tt 
experiment  shaU  first  be  made  np«i  one  of  the 
■and-ban,  and  i^  In  hla  Jodgmeat,  it  shall  be  soo- 
oessflil,  then,  and  not  otnerwise,  he  !a  liereby  an. 
tfaorlied  to  cause  eiperimenta  to  be  made  upon  the 
remaining  ban.^ 

Mr.  aiswAsr,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  opposed 


[Hat,  IBM. 

to  this  amendment  of  the  bill,  aa  bring  oalcn* 
lat«d  to  embarraas  it,  and,  in  effect,  to  defeat  iL 
He  ot^eoted  especially  to  the  proviso,  whidh 
requires  a  previoos  experiment  before  the  appro- 
priation is  to  be  applied.  The  obstacles  in  the 
Weatem  rivers  are,  he  sud,  so  various  in  tli^r 
Idnd,  that  an  experiment  on  one  conld  not 
Kpplj  to  the  rest  of  them — and  the  Freaident 
mnst  depend  on  the  c^nnionB  of  others  as  to  the 
suooess^f  the  experiment  when  made^  &c.  Ha 
pi«ferrea  direct  le^slation  on  the  snt^eot  to 


the  amendment  adc^ted  in  oommiUee,  making 
Brownsville  tlie  ptrint  of  commencement  wbera 
the  propoeed  improvement  met  the  national 
road,  and  rendered  complete  and  entire  the 
eh^n  of  oommnnieation  between  th»  East  and 
West,  fto.,  etatiog  a  variety  of  facts  to  show 
the  great  advant^es  to  the  Weet  whioh  wonld 
resnlt  from  this  meaanr^. 

Hr.  Hxbut,  of  Eentnoky,  replied,  and  advo- 
cated the  amendment,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  <^  paramount  importance  to  obtain  a  reoog- 
nition  of  the  principle  embraced  in  the  bill,  and 
that  the  i>arlion1ar  modification  of  it  was  not  of 
so  great  importanoe.  For  the  sake  of  coooili- 
ating  the  opinions  of  all  who  were  frioidly  to 
tiie  principle  of  the  bill,  he  was  wUling  to  yield 
his  own  opinion  as  to  the  details  of  it ;  and, 
with  that  view,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 

Hr.  Uajxakt,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend 
the  iff«posed  amendmoit  ao  as  to  cause  tvo  ez- 
perimenls  to  be  made  instead  of  one,  fee. 

Hr.  BuonaHAB  r^oined— expressed  his  regret 
that  the  debate  shoold  be  renewed — the  com- 
mittee's report  was  confined  to  oerbun  bars  ia 
the  river  which  were  not  of  different  Mads, 
bnt  <^  one  kind ;  and  all  he  wished  was,  that  a 
trial  ahooM  made  tm  one  of  these  bcibremonej 
should  be  expended  on  the  rest. 

Mr.  TsDOUt  advocated  the  amendment.  E« 
was  in  ttyor  of  an  experiment,  and  thought  it 
on^t  first  to  be  attempted  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  river, 

Hr.  HoAaxHiTB  was  indifferent  whether  ona 
or  two  experiments  were  made  In  the  His^saipi^ 
bnt  advocated  the  propriet?  of  extending  Ui» 
experiment  to  the  Onio  Biver  also,  the  obstrno- 
tions  in  which  were  quite  as  dangeroQS  to  pr(^>er- 
ty  as  those  in  the  MisriBsippL 

Hr.  SnwutT  suggested  to  Mr.  MaLusr  to 
modify  his  motion,  so  as  to  require  two  "or 
more"  experiments. 

Mr.  Ml  in  ay  did  not  accept  of  the  stigges- 
tioD. 

Hr,  IfMww  advocated  the  amendment  of 
Mr,  Bdoeanas.  He  hod  had  some  experimenta 
in  attempts  to  remove  sand-ban  in  the  Snsqae- 
hanna,  the  result  of  which  had  been  vei^ 
unfavorable.  He  therefore  vriahed  an  experi- 
ment made  on  one  of  thcae  in  the  Otiio. 

Hr.  EooxBOOH,  of  New  York,  took  similar 
gronnd,  and  stated  the  diffloulties  which  had 
been  ezperiaooed  In  the  Hndscm,  whan  VHt 
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■OHM  bad  been  thrown  aw^  In  att«mpte  to 
remove  wnd-bora,  without  taj  permanent  bene- 
fit from  the  expenditore. 

Mr-  FonracTT,  of  South  O&rolino,  Boggeated 
that  thw«  wae  a  great  diflbrenoe  between  re- 
moving obMraditms  from  sand  in  tide  rivers 
nA  Otoee  wh««  the  Btr«am  always  ran  one 
way.  In  the  fonner  idaas  of  etoeam^  the  re- 
moval of  one  eand-bar  was  anooeeded  bj  the 
Ibrtnattoi  of  othera;  bnt,  in  atreama  like  the 
UlaBnppl  and  the  upper  part  of  the  Ohio, 
where  Ute  water  always  ran  in  one  direction, 
die  ease  was  verj  diflbrent. 

The  amendment  of  Mr,  T£allaxt,  propoelng 
two  expvimenta,  was  agreed  to— ajee  77,  noea 

n. 

Mr.  BuoauiAit^  amendment,  as  thus  amend- 
edjwaa  tfaeo  pnt,  and  carried. 

The  aeveral  other  amendmenta,  reported  by 
tbeOranniitteecJthe  Whole,  weretiien  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MoAsTBim  ti»n  ofiered  an  amendment 
in  the  fbarth  section,  to  make  ita  oommence- 
ment  read  as  folloWB :  "  And  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  Miaaiaaippi 
Biver,  from  the  month  of  the  Miasonri  to  New 
(Means,  and  of  the  Ohio  River,  from  Fittehnrg 
to  its  jnncdoQ  with  the  MIsriseippi,"  so  as  to 
iitditde  the  Ohio  River  in  the  e^teriment 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  loll, 
■a  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  fixr  a 
tlurd  reading  to-morrow. 

(^aim  <if -Baavmarehau. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tooxeb,  of  Virginia,  the 
Howe  agreed  to  take  np  the  report  of  the  oom- 
nittee  on  tlie  daim  of  Beanmarohaia.  The 
aotkm  w«B  carried— ajee  81,  noea  5^ 

Tike  Hoose  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Thole,  Mr.  Oaiq-bill  (^  Ohio  in  the  oh^,  on 
Aat  renorL 

Mr.  TnOKXa,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Ohotr 
isfolknpa: 

Mr.  Ch^rman :  It  is  well  known  to  most  of 
the  committee,  that  Mr.  BeaomarobMa,  in  the 
bat  years  trfthe  Revolution,  ftirnlshed  clothing 
iDd  military  anpplies  to  the  IFnited  States  to  the 
■moont  of  aevwal  milUonaof  Uvrea;  that  hisao- 
eouDt  baa  been  finally  aetiled  at  the  Treasniy, 
and  Ibe  whole  amonnt  paid,  except  one  million 
of  Itvrea,  which  the  aoooonting  officers  of  that 
Department  contend  he  reodved  from  hia  own 
Govenmient,  and  was  one  of  the  nine  nilUonB 
vhidi  Lonis  XVI.  gratnitonaly  gave  to  the 
Tidted  States.  It  ia  admitted  by  t£e  dtumante 
ttat  be  did  reoeiTe  a  million  in  behalf  of  the 
Dnited  Btate^  but  they  aay,  and  the  agents  of 
the  French  Goremraent  aaj,  that  it  waa  ^ven 
Urn  to  be  expended  in  8e<H«t  service  money, 
and  that  he  baa  aatisfisctorily  aeoonnted  for  the 
didMiTsement  of  it  to  hie  Government,  to  whom 
■Inie  he  was  accountable.  From  this  deciaion 
tt  the  Treaaory  Department,  an  ^peal  is  made 
toCtd^reea. 

Hitherto,  Mr.  Ohainnan,  the  merits  of  this 
daim  have  hinged  upon  the  &ot  wlietber  the 
■nfioa  In  qoestion  waa  reonved  by  ib.  Seaa- 


marobaia,  for  the  purchase  of  tt^pUea,  or  not, 
and,  aa  the  argnmenta  adduced  on  either  aide  of 
the  qoestion  are,  in  the  absence  of  the  bigheat 
evideooe,  derived  from  a  great  maaa  of  drcnm- 
atantial  teatimony,  and  are  comprehended  in 
long  and  numerona  documents,  I  will  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
moat  important  facta.  Snob  a  review  will  ^v« 
the  necessary  information  to  those  who  have 
not  foimd  time  to  read  the  report,  and  refresh 
the  memoriea  of  those  who  have. 

Early  in  the  year  of  177fl,  Mr,  Baaumarobus 
called  on  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  then  an  agent  of  the 
ITnlted  Statea,  in  London,  and  informed  him 
that'  the  PV^nch  Government  were  willing  to 
fhraish  the  United  Statea  with  anppltea  to  th« 
amonnt  of  two  hundred  thousand  Ionia  d'lV, 
which  be  proposed  to  tranamit  throngb  the 
French  West  Indies,  nnder  color  of  ft  commercial 
tranaaotion.  Mr.  Beanmarchaia  aoon  afterwarda 
returned  to  Pbi?s,  and  there  made  a  mora 
special  and  formal  arrangement  with  Mr.  Silaa 
Deane,  also  an  agent  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  tranamiseion  of  these  supplies ;  and  to  gLva 
it  the  appearance  of  a  comment  adventnre^ 
and  conceal  it  from  the  Britiah  QovemmenL  it 
waa  ftirther  agreed  that  tobacco,  and  othw 
American  prodnota,  shonld  be  remitted  to  Mr. 
Beaomarohais. 

In  pnnfoanoe  of  this  arrangement,  eight  oar- 
goes  of  military  stores,  olothinir,  and  other 
merohandise^ere  shipped,  by  Mr.  Beanmar- 
cbais,  to  the  United  Statea,  in  the  years  1777  and 
1778 — and,  during  the  same  time,  France  fOiv 
nbhed  the  American  Oommiasionera,  whowere^ 
at  that  time,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Deane,  with  two  milliona  of  livree  in  cash,  and 
tbef  obt^ed  a  third  from  the  Farmers  GeneraL 
Daring  the  shipment  of  these  sn^liea,  there 
seemed  to  liave  been  great  nnoertainty,  on  the 
part  of  tiie  Oommladonersj  about  the  aonrce 
from  whence  they  were  derived.  Mr.  Lee. 
Jadging  from  what  had  passed  between  bim  and 
Mr.  BMomarchais,  and  from  the  subsequent  as- 
sannoea  of  the  French  Minlater.  always  insisted 
that  they  wer«  derived  principally  from  the 
'King — while  Mr.  Deane  seemed  to  think  that  we 
were  indebted  for  Uiem  solely  to  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais.  On  a  comparison,  however,  of  thrfr 
aeveral  letters,  it  is  impossible  to  reconcile  the 
statementa  of  the  different  Oomnuseioners  with 
one  another,  or  those  of  the  same  gentiemoi,  at 
different  times. 

In  the  year  1778,  Vx.  Deane  was  recalled,  and 
Mr.  Adams,  late  Preddent  of  the  United  8tate& 
waa  sent  to  snpply  hta  place.  In  September  of 
that  year,  the  tnr«e  Oommiadoners  wrote  to  the 
Oonnt  de  Vei^nnea,  then  Premier  of  £Vance, 
stating  their  donbts  about  the  sonroe  of  these 
Bcpplies,  and  reqneated  to  know  of  him  what 
part  of  them  had  been  fbnushed  by  Beanmar- 
chaia, and  what  part  by  the  King— that  both 
they  and  the  pecmle  of  the  United  States  had 
always  believed  the  greater  part  of  these  anp- 
plies had  been  fnmirfied  by  His  Majesty,  and 
that  they  would  discharge  the  obligation  as  ■(r~ 
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ae  Frovidenoe  shonld  pat  it  in  thdr  power.  To 
this  wpplloation  Hr.  deTergeunw  snawets,  that 
tbe  Sag  had  farniohed  Bothing— that  he  bad 
permitted  Mr.  Beanmarohais  to  ftumiah  himself 
from  bis  anuiala,  on  ooodition  of  replaoiiig  the 
artiolee,  and  that  he  vonld,  as  to  theee  articlai, 
intarpose  to  pravent  the  ITnitod  Stotea  from  be- 
ing prceaed  for  immediate  payment.  This  oor- 
reroondenoe  waa  tranamitted  to  America,  and 
in  the  following  jev,  Oongreaa  directed  their 
Freaident,  Ur.  Jaj,  to  write  to  Ur.  Beanmar- 
ohaia,  Boknowledfing  the  debt  and  prominnK 
payment.  From  thtii  daj  to  this,  he  nas  stood 
upon  the  books  of  the  Treasmy  as  a  creditor 
tor  the  whole  amount  of  theee  sopplles,  and 

Efmenta  were  made  him  fi;om  Unw  to  time. 
laides  the  ramittanoes  in  tobacco,  and  other 
donMstio  prodnota,  eqnal  to  abont  10  per  cent, 
of  the  Talne  of  the  supplies,  bills  were  drawn  in 
his  foror,  on  onr  Oommist^oners  in  Frukoe,  for 
between  two  and  three  millions  of  livrea,  lia- 
ble in  one,  two,  and  three  years. 

In  the  year  1783,  Kr.  Beane  retomed  to 
Frano«s  and  made  a  settlement  with  U>.  Beao- 
march^  bj  which  the  balanoe  dne  to  him  was 
about  nine  hnndred  thoDsand  dollars.  This 
aettlemest,  however,  was  not  ratified  by  Oon- 
grees,  because  it  was  said  Mr.  Deane  had  no  an- 
thorit?  to  make  one ;  and  becanse.  I  preanme, 
Congress  did  not  approve  ic  Bot  u  1784,  Kr. 
Bardaj,  who  was  appointed  oor  Oonsnl  Gen- 
eral to  Frauoa,waa  vested  with  anthority  to 
make  a  settlement  with  Ur.  Beanmarohais, 
BDbjeot  to  the  ntifioation  of  Oongreaa.  He  ao- 
eotdindr  made  one,  difibting  not  materiallj 
from  the  settlement  ainoe  made  at  Qte  TreOBnry, 
bnt  it  did  not  recdve  the  ocmfirmation  of  Oon- 
sresB.  Frobablf  this  settlemMit  woold  have 
been  ratified,  if  adronmstance  had  not  eometo 
light,  which  is  a  oarions  one,  as  well  in  the  his- 
tory of  diplomacy,  as  in  the  life  of  tliat  distin- 
gntfihed  man,  Dr.  Franklin.  In  the  year  I7B6, 
op  a  settlement  of  the  aoooont  of  Mx,  Grand, 
onr  banker  in  Farie,  it  was  discovered  that  he 
had  given  credit  bnt  for  eight  millions  received 
from  the  French  Government  by  way  of 
sratnity,  instead  of  nine,  whicji,  in  a  treat?- 
2ated  three  years  before.  Dr.  Franklin  had  ao- 
Itnowledged  to  have  received.  Dr.  Franklin, 
on  b«ng  informed  of  tbe  variance,  applied  to 
Mr,  Grand  for  an  explanation,  who,  in  torn, 
applied  to  tbe  Coont  de  Yergennea,  bat  he  re- 
fosed  to  state  to  whom  the  million  in  question 
was  paid ;  and  that,  as  it  was  paid  out  of  the 
Boyal  Tr^wu7  on  the  10th  Jane,  1776,  (which 
was  before  Dr.  Franklin  arrived  in  FranoQ,  and 
before  Hr.  Grand  became  the  American  banker,) 
a  copy  of  the  receipt  for  this  million  could  not 
be  necesary  for  their  exoneration.  It  was  then 
ooqjectnred  by  Br.  Franklin  that  Ur.  Beanmar- 
obais  had  received  this  milUon.  In  1788,  a 
oommittoe  of  three  members  of  Oongrew  (of 
which  Ur.  Artliar  Lee  was  the  chairman)  had 
the  snlgeot  of  Ur.  Beaumsrchais'  aooonnu  re- 
ferred to  them  for  settlement ;  and,  in  their  re- 
port, by  not  allowing  many  of  bis  olainu  for 


commisrion,  insaranoe,  and  other  charge^  and 
charging  him  with  some  snppoeed  losses, — th^ 
mode  him  a  debtor  to  Oia  Ut^tei  Statea  to  k 
taree  amount. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  new  oonstitation, 
Ur.  Beanmarchais,  oomplaining  of  the  injustice 
that  has -been  done  him,  renewed  his  appUo^ 
tion  to  the  Govenmient ;  and,  in  1798  a  settle- 
ment of  his  aooonnts  waa  made  by  the  Ao^tor, 
osder  the  aoperinteodence  of  Ur.  Hamilton,  an 
more  liberal,  and  it  appears  to  me  more  oorreot 
prinoiplea,  by  whioh  a  balance  was  iband  dne 
to  him  of  upwards  of  two  millions  of  livree.  But 
the  report  recommends  th^  paymuit  should  be 
Buqwnded  until  someftirther  explanation  should 
be  given  of  the  "  lost  million,"  as  it  was  often 
called.  Bat,  in  the  fbllowing  y«ar,  Ur.  Goa- 
Morris,  as  SGnisterfrom  tins  country 


that  remained  unaooonuted  for,  and,  by  a  well- 
timed  compliment,  socceeded  in  obtwiung  the 
reoupt  for  this  million  advanced  in  Jane,  1776, 
by  which  it  appeared  to  have  been  paid  to  Mr. 
Beaumarchus. 

In  the  following  year,  Ur.    Beanmarohsis 
wrote  a  long  and  eloqnent  memorial  on  the  snb- 

a  of  his  claim,  in  which  he  insisted  that  he 
rendered  an  aoooont  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment of  the  money  he  bad  reoeived  ftom  it.  Bat 
the  ooincidenee  of  sums  and  dalea  famished 
such  strong  oircomstantial  evidence  against  him, 
that  he  was  held  oha^eabte  at  tbe  Trearan  for 
the  million  he  bad  recced  in  JDnetl?7S.  After 
bU  death,  (which  took  place  aboot  1799,)  the 
olidm  was  renewed,  in  behalf  of  his  repreeen- 
tatives,  in  1809,  by  Ur.  Petlon,  the  OhsrcA 
d'Aibiree  from  FrsAce ;  and  in  ISOO,  by  &&. 
Tnirean,  the  Uinlater  FlenipotentJary,  who 
then  stated,  for  the  first  tim^  that,  on  an  ex- 
amination of  the  archives  of  W  Government, 
it  had  been  discovered  that  tbe  million  received 
by  Ur.  Seaamarobais  in  June,  1776,  hod  been 
paid  him  for  a  secret  politicat  service.  On  the 
fast  application,  the  salgeot  was  referred  to  a 
oommiltee  of  this  Hoas&  who,  after  ohai^ng 
Ur.  Beanmarobflia  with  the  million  in  qaeation, 
reported  a  balanoe  of  abont  fbrty-ono  tiioassnd 
dollars,  which  was  paid  bim,  with  intoresL  In 
the  snoceeding  year,  Mi.  Tnrrean  again  preesed 
Uie  claim  on  the  noQoe  of  tbe  Government,  and 
stated  that  tbe  miUion  had  been  pud  for  a 
secret  political  asrvioe,  but  not  for  the  pnrdbasa 
of  supplies.  The  snttjeot  was  not  then  aoted  cHt 
by  the  House.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  re- 
peat«dlv  brought  before  Oongrua,  and  troia 
first  to  last  the  memorial  of  thepreaent  olaimanta 


has  been  referred  to  six  different  oommitteea, 
>e  of 
^  —-ted  In  favor  of  the  ol^m.  and  1 " 

against  it. 


exolngive  of  that  of  the  present  vear — three  o_ 
whom  reported  in  favor  of  the  ol^m,  and  three 


On  the  qoestion  whetlier  Mr.  Bflanmarrlinw 
reoeived  tbe  million,  of  June.  ITlt,  for  thepor- 
cbase  of  supplies^  or  not,  (the  poiQt  (n  wbioh 
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lowinc  &cU  are  on&vonUe  to  the  mppodtion 
thmt  toe  (nppliea  were  porohued  &om  his  own 
ftmdi :  The  medoori^  of  his  fortune ;  tnanj  of 
th«  artides  ftindsbed  were  dnwn  from  the 


b  Minister  to  our  OormniBrac 
letter  of  the  Uinister  to  the  King,  in  Maj.  1776, 
in  which  he  flpeaks  of  advancinf  a  milhon  for 
tbe  ue  of  "  the  coloniee ; "  the  letter  from  the 
King  of  France  to  the  King  of  Spfun,  to  which 
he  mjB  he  hai  famished  money  and  other  sao- 
oora,  oatenobly  on  the  score  (tf  trade ;  end,  Ustl7, 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Beanmaroh^s  himself;  of  De- 
flsmher,  1779,  irheiein  he  states  his  advoncce  to 
h»Te  been  about  one  million  of  livree. 
Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  there  !s  the  solemn 


warranted  in  saying  tne  King  bad  famished  no 
sni^Uee,  if  he  had  nimiBhed  money  to  porohase 
•i^^ea.  But,  again :  there  can  be  no  donbt  bnt 
lb.  Beaomarehais  mast  have  been  held  ao-. 
coontable  to  his  OoTemmeat  for  this  million, 
6>r  whatever  pnrpose  it  was  pat  into  his  hands. 
Bot  if  it  was  intended  as  doncenrs  for  persons 
abont  the  Goart,  or  to  proonre  intelligence,  or 
to  bribe  (bmgn  agents,  or  for  any  of  those  por- 
poaes  for  which  secret  serrioe  money  is  nsiuUy 
employed.  It  iss^d^  and  it  seems  not  improbable, 
that  the  TOndiers  in  saoh  cases  are  MBbtojeA. 
The  eridenoee  of  such  details  they  might  wish 
to  withhold,  not  coiIy  from  the  world,  bnt  from 
tbtir  Roeeasors.  Bnt  ihtre  conld  be  no  reason 
to  destroy  the  voaoh^^  if  thOT  related  mer^ 
to  the  pmvbaae  of  sapplies.  The  absMioa,  than, 
of  all  Toaohen  of  the  parlionlara  of  disbaTse- 
ment,  affords  some  evidence  that  tbe  money  was 
ezp«ided  for  one  pnrpoee  and  not  fbr  the  other. 
On  weighing  this  conflicting  CTidenoe,  I  am 
free  to  admit,  Uv.  Ohairman,  tiiat  there  is  a 
pretioDderance  of  testimony  that  }Ir.  BeHDmar- 
cluas  received  the  million  fn  diqnite,  for  the 
parohase  of  sapplies ;  and,  if  Fmooe  had  been , 
pairive  aa  the  oooastoit,  or,  If  we  had  paid  any 
ninable  consideration  to  her  for  this  milUoQ,  T 
riioald  think  we  were  Justified  in  chai^ging  Ve. 
Tliwiiiiiiiiihriiii  with  that  amonnt.  Bat,  when 
it  ia  reeoUeoted  that  ve  reo^ved  these  sappUes 
iamiediatoly  fh>m  Hr.  Beanmaroliaia,  have  set- 
tled the  acoonnt  npon  our  own  terms,  that  the 
mOtiaii  -wfai^  we  claim  as  a  credit  was  paid, 
■ot  by  na,  bnt  by  Franoe,  as  an  act  of  bonnly, 
■nd  U>at  the  Fraoch  Government  insists  that 
this  bounty  was  osed  for  another  pnrpose— 
whoi  these  things  are  reooUeoted,  it  does  seem 
to  me,  that  we  are  prednded  from  entering  into 
a  oonteat  with  Fnnce  cm  this  SBt{jeot;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  we  oanaot,  conristanUy  with 
oar  boBor  or  adf-rameet,  payoff  an  nndupnted 
debt,witjiada<ibtfiiluiddlepitted^fli.  Onthis 
ooeaiioo,  Hr.  CAudrman,  I  cannot  reoogoize  one 
mleofmorali^  (tor  the  nation.  toA  another  for 
tndividnalB.    I  wonld  mnsiie  ue  same  comw  in 

KUio  aa  in  private  life ;  and,  as  an  indlvidnal, 
MW  coold  aeek  to  fire  the  bonnt?  of  a  ben- 
tbetor  a  direotiGii  which  he  ol^Jeoted  to,  for 


the  pnrpose  of  maldnK  a  discount  to  tbe  ae- 
knowledged  debt  of  a  Uiird  person.  Bir,  in  thia 
case,  Truiioe  is  right,  or  she  is  not  If  she  la 
right,  that  the  million  was  fiimished  to  Bean- 
marohaia  for  seoret  service  mi»iey,  then  we 
hare  no  pretest  for  refiiai^  to  p^r  him  the 
balance  of  his  acoonnt ;  bn^  if  sue  is  wrong, 
then  the  error  oooeists  in  claiTnipg  onr  gralitnae 
for  nine  millions  when  she  has  given  ns  hot 
eight,  which  can  in  no  muiner  affect  the  ao- 
connt  of  Beanmarohma. 

The  whole  of  the  present  difflcnlty  has  grown 
ont  of  the  mistake  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  tht 
treaty  of  Febmary,  1768.  "When  he  lagDed 
that  trea^,  aappoeo  he  had  been  aware  that 
but  eight  miUions  of  livres  had  aotoally  been 
reodved,  and  that  he  had  aald  to  tbe  Oonnt  de 
Yergennes:  *' Yon  call  on  me  toac^nowladge 
the  receipt  of  nine  millions,  aa  the  g^  of  yonr 
QoTcmment,  while  I  know  only  of  oght;  sliow 
me  bow  the  other  million  was  used  tot  onr 
benbflt,  andlwillfredy  acknowledge  that  too;" 
i^  in  answer  to  this,  the  Oomit  de  Ytagcsmea 
had  said,  what  his  snooeasora  have  sola  that 
the  million  was  nsed  for  a  "secret  poMoal 
service,"  can  it  be  believed  that  Dr,  Franklin 
wonld  have  hesit^ed  to  receive  &e  assoranoe. 
and  to  sign  the  treaty  which  he  actually  did 
rignl  If  he  would  not,  there  wonld  have  been 
no  gnnmd  for  the  preaent  dispnte.  Bnt,  let  na 
enppose  that  be  wonld  not  have  been  content 
wUhtheunpIeaaBiiranceofthe  French  Uinis- 
ter, then  dther  that  Uinister  mnst  have  dvea 
him  satiafiuitory  evidvioe  ocmoeming  Oie  wspo- 
dtion  of  the  donbtfd  milUoo,  or  he  wonld  have 
acknowledged  onlv  dc^t  millicHis,  in  dther  of 
which  casee  Ur.  Beanmarchaia's  claim  is  indis- 
pntable.  Assaredly,  if  oat  agent  had  djpiad  a 
treaty  noder  a  mtstake,  as  be  himadf  statea, 
that  miatUe  should  be  reotifled  with  the  French 
Government,  whidk  shonld  dther  ^ve  os  a 
aatisbetory  explanation,  or  hold  ns  Donnd  in 
gratitude  bnt  fiir  dglit  millions,  ndtber  of 
which  can  affect  the  claim  of  Bewmiardius, 

Ur.  ClidrmaD,  we  ought  to  be  consiatoit 
with  onrselres,  with  regard  to  the  declarations 
of  the  FreBch  Government.  When  Uonmenr 
de  Vei^ennes  declared  to  our  Oommissioaers, 
in  Beptember,  177S,  that  the  military  suppliaa 
were  fomiahed  soldy  by  Ur.  Beanmorchois.  we 
aoquieeoed  in  that  assoranoe,  and  required  no 
ftinher  proof  Again;  Ur.  Gallalin,  in  Us  lota 
correspondence  with  the  Dake  de  lUabdiea, 
Uinlstor  of  Foreign  A^irs  in  Fraooet  stated, 
that  if  the  French  Govemment  would  make  an 
ezplidt  negative  dedarataon,  that  the  milli<m 
paid  to  Ur.  Beaamardi^  in  Jane,  1776,  waa 
not  anilied  to  the  purchase  of  supptiea,  the 
dtfflcal^  iriQi  the  aooounUng  officers  of  the 
Treaso^  would  have  been  removed.  And, 
dthongb  the  snsww  of  the  Doke  de  Koheliea 
joaj  be  ccmridered  as  SMnewhat  eqnivocal,  yet 
that  which  Ur.  Tnrreoa  had  made  in  1807,  was  . 
as  poridve  and  expUdt  as  it  conld  be.  Had 
this  declaration  been  made  the  year  before,  it 
would  seem,  from  Mr.  Gallatin's  letter,  the 
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mUlion  wonld  not  hava  been  dednotod  from 
Beaomuobais's  Mooont;  and,  it  having  been 
made  ainoe,  tli«  same  oonMonwoe  ahonld  follov. 
On  sTBiy  ffromid,  then,  Mx.  Ohairman,  I  am 
free  to  >^  1  would  Tote  at  once  for  an  appro- 
priation to  the  irtiole  amount  of  this  diim, 
whatever  maj  be  m^  private  opinion  of  the 
■onroe  whenoe  Mr.  Beamnarohaia  derived  the 
million ;  it  bdng  certain  tliot  he  did  not  derive 
it  from  vi^  and  tliat  we  have  naed  tike  soppliM 
whiidi  it  pnrchased.  Bnt,  aa  oar  dtdzens  have 
olalmi  agdnat  XVaaoe  for  qMliatiODa  on  their 
oommeroe  to  a  lai^  amoont,  (probably  twentr 
times  as  mnoh  aa  tbia  daim^  and  the  French 
Govemmoit  baa  itself  introdooed  Ur.  Beaa- 
marohaia'a  oUm  into  the  n^otjation,  I  think 
we  maj  adjaat  the  whole  together,  without 
any  dereHetion  (d  national  J  natioe  or  honor,  and 
I  therefore  hope  the  committee  will  adopt  the 
reeolntion  for  that  pnrpoae  ofi^«d  b;  tiie  oom- 
mittee. 
When  Ur.  TuoxiB  bad  oonoloded — 
ib.  Dwio^  called  Sat  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port ctf  the  committee  of  this  Eoose  in  1814, 
(and  of  which  oommittee  Ur.  Lowxim  was 
chairman,)  nn&vorable  to  the  claim. 

l£r.  Fabsbllt  called  6x  the  reading  of  the 
mdnion  of  the  Attomej-QeneraL  Or.  Bodnev, 

inisor. 

Ur.  Olat,  in  a  abort  apeech,  expreeaed  a  very 
decided  opinion  in  &vor  of  the  claim. 

Ur.  LrvBRMona  took  the  (n)poEite  aide,  and 
delivered  a  few  obaervationa  m  opposition  to 
an  allowanoe  of  t^e  claim. 

Ur.  BwiOHT  then  rose,  and  went  at  great 
length  into  the  whole  anqjeot,  in  lepLj  to  Ur. 
Tuom  and  Ur.  Olat,  qootLog  a  nmnber  of 
doctunents  in  anpport  of  bia  statements,  and  oon- 
daded  his  apeech  with  oflering  a  reeointioa 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her 
petition. 

Ur.  Fasmmllt  followed  in  repl^,  and  rooke  at 
oondderable  length,  to  show  that  the  demand 
was  jDBt,  and  ongbt  to  be  allowed. 

Ur.  OAMMM.aitg  rose  in  opposition  to  the 
etum,  quoted  dedaratioiis  of  the  Oonnt  de  Yer- 
gennes,  remarked  on  tlie  opinion  of  Ur.  Pink- 
xay,  and  adduced  general  argnmenlB  against 
aUowing  ulj  part  of  the  demand. 

Ur.  LtvmosTOti,  of  Lomsiaiia,  rasa,  and,  ez- 
preMing  a  desire  to  deliver  his  sentiments, 
vhiob  were  most  decidedly  in  fovor  of  the  claim, 
moved  tbat  tbe  committee  rise. 

The  ooDunittee  rose  sooordinglj,  and  had 
leare  to  ilt  again. 

TnxanA.T,  Uay  II. 

The  engrossed  bill  msking  an  appropriation 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and 
^  Uisds^ipi  Bivers,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Ur.  WiLLUHS,  of  New  York,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nsjs  on  the  qnestion  of  its  passage ; 
and  thej  atood,  yeas  ISS,  imja  00. 


8o  the  bill « 


B  passed  and  sent  to  the  Beoato 


for 

Claim  of  L 

The  Home  then  went  into  Oommittee  tit  the 
■Whole,  (Ur.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chur,} 
on  the  nnflttished  bosiness  of  yesterday,  which 
was  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whtan  was 
referred  the  cMm  of  the  representatives  of  IL 
de  Beaomarchfus. 

Ur.  LmNosToiT,  of  Louiriana,  who  wss  by 
custom  entitied  to  the  floor,  having  yesterday 
moved  for  the  oommittee's  rising,  then  rose,  snd 
delivered,  at  great  length,  his  views  in  favor  of 
the  claim. 

Ur.  Babdolph,  of  "Vlrainia,  delivered  his 
views  in  oppontion  to  the  claim ;  and  ooodnded 
bis  apeech,  by  moving  that  the  committee  risei, 
report  progresB,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  witji 
a  view  that  leave  be  reflised. 

The  qnestion  on  the  committee's  rldn^  being 
then  taken,  was  dedfed  in  the  a£Srmative — 
ayes  105,  noes  40. 

The  qnestion,  on  granldng  leave  to  sit  ag^n, 
was  decided  in  the  nogative — ayes  00,  noes  01. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  KAintoLPH,  the  report  of 
the  oommittee  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

Canal  m  ladiaaa. 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Ujlbvqt  In  the  chur.)  on  the  hill  "anthor- 
iiing  the  oonstmotioD  of  a  canal  throQgb  the 


The  qneation  recurring,  from  Saturday,  on 
Ur.  Ou^'s  motion  to  strike  out  "  ninety  feet," 
andinsert  "one  mile,"  for  the  extent  of  the  rea- 
ervatiion  on  each  side  of  the  canal — 

Ur.  Albzandeb,  of  Yirgiuia,  objected  to  the 
amendment,  as  trenching  on  the  t«rma  of  the 
cesdon  of  the  Northwe^oiL  Territory  by  'Vir- 
ginia  to  the  ITnited  Statea,  which  decuare  that 
the  whole  of  that  ceenon  shall  be  a  fond  for  the 

eiyment  of  the  common  expenditures  <^  the 
uitedSUtee. 

Ur,  BADEnr  took  the  same  ground ;  the  pro- 
posed oansl  was  a  local  work,  and  not  one  of 
the  "  common  expenditures  "  of  the  IJ.  States, 
and  thought  it  was  better  to  give  money  than 
land  in  aid  of  it. 

Ur.  Tsar  contended,  tbat  giving  a  mile  on 
each  side  of  the  canal  did  not  violate  the  terms 
of  the  cesraon  more  than  90  feet — it  waa  in  the 
spirit  of  that  cession,  beoaose  it  enhanced  the 
valae  of  all  the  rest  of  the  lands  ceded.  Unless 
this  land  was  given,  Indiana  would  be  nnable  to 
effect  the  object.  Tius  waa  the  only  oppor- 
tnnity,  at  onoe,  of  dvmg  timely  aid  to  the  oanal, 
and  of  enbauoing  t£e  vdne  of  the  public  lauds. 

Ur.  &TBWABT,  of  Pennsylvania,  denied  that 
this  canal  was  a  local  measure,  and  he  stated  its 
effects  on  the  Union  at  large.  He  advooated 
the  amendment — snd  read  an  extract  from  the 
writings  of  Ur.  Fulton  on  the  bene&ts  of  canals. 
He  replied,  also,  to  the  ol^jeotiouB  of  Mr.  Aisz- 
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Ht.  Bbowx,  of  Pcmi^lnBi^  thon^t  thit, 
if  th«  caul  would  so  grMtlfeiihaiiM  Uie  Taloe 
tftiM  paUio  lands,  it  vonld  be  better  for  the 
United  StaUa  to  m«k«  tlie  osoal  than  to  gire 
«I1  tlw  benefit  ot  the  work  to  Indiuia.  The 
MkolttJon  was,  tlist  the  oanal  would  oo«t  onlr 
$800,000,  and  tiiej  asked  land  to  the  valoe  of 
9600,000.  He  for  one  would  never  consent  to 
glTelt 

l£r.  Oall,  Delegate  from  Florida,  spoke  in  re- 
pl7,  and  niged  tbs  pneent  low  valae  of  the 
MiUie  lands  in  fbat  anarter  as  an  argument  in 
ajot  at  the  biH  All  that  was  proposed  to  be 
aim  wodU,  at  present  valne,  amonnt  onlj  to 
}SS,DOO.  The  addiUMial  Talae  would  sriae 
from  the  eateri»lBe  and  indnslry  of  the  Stat«  of 
Indiana.  He  replied  to  the  ai^mnents  of  Mr. 
Almzarddi,  and  dwelt  at  some  extent  on  the 
nine  of  this  line  of  vat«r  coounnntoation,  and 
the  fadlitT'  of  maUng  tite  nun*!, 

Mr,  BalarM,  of  New  York,  thon^t  the  onlj 
qneatioa  was,  whether  this  was  the  proper  time 
to  engage  in  the  nudertaking.  He  wished 
fcttier  mformalion  on  this  point,  aodespreaeed 
■ome^ilwehenriODsofthe  danger  of  the  preoe- 


H  replied,  and  explained  the  &at8 
cf  the  oaae,  and  repeated  and  oonfirmed  tbe 
Rnmanta  he  had  before  urged. 

Mr.  JBomiae  oaUed  for  tbe  reading  of  the 
iMDMirtal  of  the  Legislatnre  of  Indiana  on  this 
nUeet.    It  was  raid  aoetwdin^. 

Mr.  J^BiaoB  stated  tbe  t4qKigrapbr  of  tbe 
ooontrj  tbrongfa  whioh  it  was  pnxioeed  to  ent 
tbiseanaL  Headrertedtothe  oMnkmofOen- 
era!  WjjgBXsatov,  In  tkvor-of  Uiis  and  other 
Wntam  oommnnkationa.  He  went  at  consid- 
«able  lengtblntoa  disoQsrionrftheotgections 
from  the  terms  of  the  Virginia  oesdon,  and  of 
flw  practicability  and  gennalimp<a-tanoe  of  tbe 


Vx.  Tbtt  followed  in  Ihrther  explanation  trf 
tiiB  bm  and  tbe  amendment 

Vt.  UoCot  dtJiTered  at  soma  length  his 
oljecdomsto  the  amendment,  aa  granting  to 
one  State  what  waa  intended  onlr  fbr  general 
ottfeetflL  He  urged  the  dangw  of  the  precedent, 
flta  difflflol^  with  whioh  'Vlrrinia  could  get 
nonsh  land  to  pay  her  BerdnUcmai?  soldius, 

llr.  Bkaxfb  tfaondit  the  ^rnnt  in  the  amend- 
mtnt  verj  large,  and  the  tune  for  oompletjng 
the  woA  too  peat.  TUa  meaanre  would  be 
■^etseded,  moreonor,  b^  tbe  general  plan  for 
lutcmal  improremwls.  He  thought  it  was 
moaA,  at  present  to  proride  for  anrvejs,  as 
bad  Meo  already  d<»ie. 

Ue  queKdoB  on  the  amendment  mored  by 
Hr.  Oaix,  for  giving  a  mile  on  each  aide  tlie 
the  eanal,  being  then  taken,  waa  decided  in  the 
negatiTe. 

OaHaiim  th»  TerrUory  of  Florida. 

The  committee  then  took  np  a  bill  to  aathor> 
lae  tbe  Territoir  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal 
timn^  the  pwilio  lands;  and,  £a<ring  gone 


through  it,  reported  tbe  latter  bill,  which  waa 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  aud  asked  and  ob- 
tuaed  leave  to  sit  again  oo  the  former. 
And  then  the  House  a^j^"!^^^ 

WamrasDAT,  Uay  19. 
Inland  Trad«bettMmilimouriand2f»»M»eiM. 

Mr.  Soorr  laid  the  following  reeolntion  os 
the  table,  for  consideration  to  morrow,  viz : 

Ji*$olvad,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United  Statea 
be  roqaested  to  commanlcate  to  this  Honse  anj  in* 
formatioD  wliich  he  maj  poesesa,  in  relation  to  the 
intercDum  and  tr&de  now  earned  on  between  tbe 
people  of  the  United  Statea  (and  particulaliy  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Hlasouri)  and  tbe  Heiioan 
proTincea ;  bow,  and  bj  what  route  that  trade  or 
intercooTse  is  carried  on ;  in  whxt  it  conslsta ;  the 
distances,  ko. ;  the  nations  of  Indians  through  which 
it  passes ;  their  disposi^Dna,  whether  pacific  or 
otherwise;  the  adTanlagea  resulting,  or  Ukel;  to 
resnlt,  from  that  trade  or  tnlerconrae. 
Indiana  Ccmal. 

Tbe  EoDM  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
'Whc^  (Mr.  OuoBxu.,  of  Ohio,  in  the  ohur,) 
tsa  tiie  bill  to  authoriae  the  State  of  Indians  to 
open  a  cmal  through  the  puhlio  lands ;  and  tbe 
qoeedon  leourring  from  jesterdaj  on  tw  amend- 
ment graitUng  ninety  feet  of  land  on  each  aide 
of  the  pn^osed  canal,  It  was  agreed  to. 

The  blank  in  the  second  section  wss  so  amend- 
ed^ as  to  require  the  rarvey  to  be  finished  within 
OrM,  and  the  oanat  to  be  finished  within  Usslee 
years. 

TsiTBanaT,  Usy  IS. 
PvhUc  LoU  in  WaOiington. 

The  following  report  was  yestodsy  made  by 
Ur.  Bbmnt,  of  Louiuana : 

The  oonmiittee  i^pcdnte^  by  virtne  of  a  restdn. 
tion  of  the  Honse  of  BepiesentatiTea,  of  the  4th 
day  of  Ifaroh,  18M,  have  bad  the  sutyeet  which 
tlist  resolution  jvoposes  under  ooaeideration,  and 
submit  the  following  report,  viz :  A.  letter  from  J. 
Elgar,  Comnisriooet  of  the  Fubtio  Buildinga,  dated 
fi£  of  Hay,  1B24,  by  which  it  sppears  that  the  rtoss 
amount  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lots,  in  Washing- 
ton dty,  as  made  by  the  CaDmiiuioaerB  and  Saper- 
intendent,  was  dz  hundred  and  dgbtj-nina  thoo- 
aaiid  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  eleven  cents, 
subject  to  a  deduction  for  loasea,  occssioned  by 
failures  of  purabasers,  the  amount  of  which  has  not 
been  asoertained.  The  commlitee  have  not  been 
sble  to  obtain  information  from  the  books  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  of  the  num. 
ber  of  public  lota  sold,  when  aold,  by  whom,  to 
whom,  »t»A  ^  what  nice  each  lot ;  what  part  of 
Uu  purchase  money  has  been  paid,  and  the  exact 
bolanoe  doe.  To  obtain  this  mformatioii,  would 
reqidre  more  tine  than  probably  remains  of  the 
present  lanon  of  Congress,  as  Uie  Commioaiouec 
of  the  Public  BuiMingB  Moles  that  it  could  not  be 
done  in  U*  than  two  months. 

the  disbursements  which  were  made  by 
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r  of  the  rnbUe  Bailffiiig*,  >t  the  time  of 
bii  d«Uh,  together  with  the1>alijice  of  $1,140  14, 
wtucb  he  had  received  on  Mcoont  of  the  b>1m  of 
dtj  lote ;  and  that,  ^oe  bis  deUb,  hit  eM«te  hi* 
reeeiTed  credit  for  diffiirent  sums  of  money  unoimt- 
ing  to  (S.OTG  OB,  which  lesres  ■  l»l>ace  due  the 
Uoiled  States  of  119,690  8fi ;  tiut  hli  executor  hu 
not  jet  completed  the  Betclement  of  hii  estate ;  and, 
therefore.  It  U  impossible  for  the  oommittee  to  laj 
bow  much  of  that  balance  will  eventnalljr  be  re- 
hnded  to  the  United  States.  It  Is  probable  the 
balance  will  be  somewbat  diminished,  but  that  ft 
laree  nun  wUl  remain  unpaid. 

The  eommltlee,  therefore,  labmlt  the  foUowtog 
nedntion ; 

SfclttJ,  That  the  President  of  the  United  BtatM 
be  reqaefll«d  to  canse  to  hi  made,  and  «Dbmltled  to 
this  Boom,  upon  the  flrK  daj  of  the  next  M«^n  of 
Contfresa,  a  full  and  complete  etalement  of  Uie  exact 
number  of  lots  belonging  to  the  United  Btates,  In 
the  cit;  of  WashineMn,  which  hare  been  sold  bj 
the  public  agents  tot  that  iHirpoae,  when  sold,  hj 
whom,  to  whom,  and  for  what  ]»ice  each  lot  was 
pnrebaeed ;  what  part  of  the  purchase  moae;  baa 
Men  paid,  the  amount  due,  and  bj  whom  due,  and 
when  pajaUe ;  whether  the  debts  are  well  secured, 
•nd  whMher  the  mone;  received  hai  been  apjdied ; 
to  what  pnrpoM*,  and  bj  whom. 

Oaoupi/inif  ClaimaiU  LoM,  Ac 

The  reeolnticmB  some  time  dnoe  offered  t^ 
Hi.  Lbtcbeb  (ia  relation  to  deoiraoDa  bf  tlia 
Bnpreme  Court  of  the  United  Statca)  were 
taken  up — ajes  80,  noea  48. 

The  House  aceordlDglj-  went  into  Oommittee 
of  the  Whoie  on  the  state  of  the  TTnioii  on  those 
reeolntione,  which  are  as  foliowa : 

"Jlualtw^  Tbat  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  requiring,  in  any  caose  decided  In  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  wliich  sliall  be  drawn  In  question  the  va- 
UdiCj  of  an;  part  of  the  constitution  of  a  State,  or 
of  any  act  pused  by  the  LegisUtare  of  a  State,  that 
—  justlcea  abill  concur  in  pronouncing  such  part 
of  the  said  constitution  or  act  to  be  invalid;  and 
that  withoat  the  concurrence  of  that  number  of 
Mid  justices  tlu  part  of  the  conAltudon  or  act  of 
the  Legislature  (u  tba  case  may  be)  so  drawn  in 
qneetion,  shall  not  be  deemed  or  holden  Invalid. 

"B^tMMtt,  That  the  JnstieeB  aToreeald,  in  pn>- 
noonelnK  their  Judgment  iu  any  each  cause,  as 
•fOresud,  ought  to  be  required  by  law  to  give  tiieir 
opiniona,  wjtb  their  reepectiva  reasons  therefor, 
separately  and  diatinctlj,  if  tiie  Judgment  of  the 
eoort  l>e  against  the  validity  of  the  part  of  the  oon- 
Stitution  or  act  drawn  in  question,  aa  afbresdd. 

"  RaalMd,  That  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jodldary 
be  Instmcted  to  report  a  bill,  !n  oonlbrmltj  to  the 
preceding  resolntions." 

Ur.  Wkbstib  moved  to  amend  the  flrat  reso- 
lution bj  striking  oDt  all  after  the  word  St- 
tohtd,  and  inaertmg — 

"  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  bj  law  that 
In  aD  suits  now  pending,  or  which  may  hereafter  tie 
pending,  in  the  Dnpreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
where  is  drawn  in  question  Ae  validity  of  any 
treaty  or  statute  of  the  United  States,  or  where  is 
drawn  in  question  the  validity  oi  an;  statute  of  a 
Stale,  or  the  aoostitntion  thereof^  or  ctf  any  author- 
by  eisrciBed  mider  any  State,  on  the  gronad  of  le- 


an, treatiea,  or  lawi^  ol 


United  States,— no  Judgment  ihall  be  pn- 
nouneed  or  rendered  nntil  a  minority  of  all  the 
Justioes  of  said  court,  lenlly  competent  to  sit  in 
the  cause,  shall  concur  m  the  ofdoion  either  in 

favor  of  or  against  the  validity  thereof;  and,  until 
guch  concurrence,  such  suit  shall  be  continued  un- 
der advisement ;  Provided,  komtTtr,  That  said  court 
should  not,  by  such  provision,  be  prevented  from 
rendering  Judgment  In  any  such  suit,  wheo  it  should 
be  of  oi^nioi]  that  the  final  a^iudicadon  of  the 
merits  thereof  d^d  not  require  the  decision  of  suoh 
oondnuanoe  or  legal  qneetion  aa  aforesaid." 


Hr,  FoBSTTH,  who  had  offered  this  amend- 
ment, withdrew  it,  to  allow  disooHUon  on  that 
presented  by  the  genUeman  from  Hasaaaha- 
setto. 

Mr.  Olxt  spoke  in  oppodtion  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  in  defence  of  tiie  reecdation  sa  offbred 
by  Mr.  Lbtobkb.  He  objected  to  that  part  ot 
the  amendment  which  preecribes  tiiat  a  mft- 
Jorit;  of  the  judges,  "competent"  to  decide^ 
shall  be  required — there  being  no  umpire  to  d»- 
oide  upon  their  oompetenoy;  and  if  two  d»- 
olined,  a  mtdority  will  be  only  three  Judges 
He  thought  that  when  four  Judges  should  be 
found  on  one  aide  and  three  on  the  other,  the 
united  dea^dona  of  the  State  Ledilatnre  and 
State  JndioiMy,  together  with  t£e  three  Su- 
preme Oonrt  Jndge^  ironld  outweigh  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  mmunrng  four.  He  innsted  on  the 
eqiiitT  and  poUoy  of  requiring  five  Judgee  to 
oonour  when  the  whole  authority  of  one  or  of 
many  States  was  to  be  set  aside.  He  adduoad 
the  ease  of  the  bankrupt  laws,  pened  by  a  mt^ 
Jority  of  all  the  Btatee,  as  an  ilioatratioa  of  the 
portion.  He  thought  that  no  danger  could 
arise  troni  gnob  an  vraDgemeut  to  the  interest 
of  the  Qeneral  QoTemment.  It  would  soothe 
the  Btatea  whoee  lave  were  set  aside,  and  ooi^ 
olliate  the  ooofidenoe  of  all  parties  conoerned. 

ICr.  P.  P.  BiKBOUB  met  the  ol^jeotion  made 
to  the  reeolo&m  of  Mr.  LaroHES,  that,  if  it  pre- 
Tailed,  a  minority  mi^t  oontrol  a  majority,  bj 
revising  to  oononr  In  their  dedaion.  Thu,  he 
Bud,  was  no  more,  but  mnoh  less,  than  h^>- 
pened  every  day  in  the  ease  (tf  an  ordinary 
Jui^,  where  one  man's  refiual  o(»trolled  the 
aeoiaion  of  eleven  men. 

Ur.  WnatXB  spoke  in  repl^,  and  8tat«d  « 
diSbrenoe  in  Qiese  two  oasee,  amoe,  in  the  one^ 
a  minority  did  virtaally  give  a  dedaion,  (b^ 
oause  the  court  must  decide,  one  way  or  tlie 
other,)  whereas,  in  the  other,  the  refusal  pre- 
veittea  a  Twdiot,  and  no  decision  waa  given  on 
either  ride.  He  went  into  the  general  priacd- 
plea  on  wbioh  the  Supreme  Oonrt  was  erected, 
by  the  oonsdtution,  as  a  safeguard  to  the  Qen- 
eral Goveroment  against  the  State  gorem- 
mentH,  when  disposed  to  violate  the  oonstitn- 
tion.  He  nudntained  thM  no  greater  number 
should  be  required  when  a  State  wsa  a  party, 
than  when  an  individaal,  oUimJng  onow    ■ 
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Stit«  law,  -waa  a  pBrtf — beoanse  the  anUioritj' 
of  the  Stato  waa  ioTolved  in  tts  laws.  He 
Mated  tba  improbability  that  aU  the  eereii 
Jodgee  should,  la  each  obbb,  attend;  Bnd,if  one 
jndge  Bhonld  be  involved  in  the  qneetdon,  five 
only  would  be  left.  Jl  this  reaolndon  passed, 
not  even  four  out  of  these  five,  oonld  decide. 
Ha  refemd  to  the  late  oaes  of  the  steamboat 
moBopdj.  In  that  oaae  one  Judge  wes  absent, 
andif  it  bad  h^qwned,  as  it  nudit,  that  another 
wM  indinoaed,  or  Interested  in  the  qaeetton, 
so  M  to  MavB  a  court  ot  five  Judges  only,  fbnr 
out  of  the  fire  wonld  not  have  been  competent 
to  proooDnee  a  dwUon,  if  the  provision  of  Mr. 
Iaidhx^b  nadntion  had  been  law.  It  was  a 
Ur  praenn^tion,  that  State  Jadgee  wonld  lean 
toward  the  antboritr  of  ti^ieir  own  State.  A 
mere  m^ority  of  those  Judges  oonld  decide 
against  the  United  States,  bat  now,  more  tiiati 
a  m^orf^  waa  to  be  required  to  dedda  against 
a  State.  This  was  unequal  He  very  oaee  of 
the  bankmpt  laws,  quoted  by  gentlemen,  ftir- 
niihed  a  strong  inatanoe.  He  protested  sgtinst 
a  greater  nuniber  being  required  to  de<3de  a 
etoee  one  way  than  tlie  otlier.  He  passed  a 
eologT  on  the  Supreme  Oourt  as  a  tribunal. 
Its  lijtole  weight  wMi  the  oonununity  rested 
en  the  strsngU  of  the  reasons  it  brongbt  for 
ita  decMont.  He  adverted  to  the  enoomiam 
pnaouwed  on  a  great  judge  in  New  Tork, 
kaianodlor  Kant,)  and  subscribed  to  it  with 
themoM  tntire  asssut,  and  he  qnoted  from  an 
faitiadaetory  leotore  latelr  deUvered  by  that 
ivrkt,  a  Twy  dedded  tcetamony  to  the  distin- 
gaished  ebantoter  of  the  Bnpreme  Oourt 

Mr.  Olat  replied — and  while  he  subscribed 
to  a  verr  In^  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Oourt, 
ka  eonld  not  acknowledge  that  the  moment  a 
nan  was  appointed  a  member  of  that  court,  be 
became  suited  above  his  whole  speciee  in  in- 
tsOeet  and  virtue.  He  spoke  of  their  power 
practically  to  make  the  constitution,  by  ^ving^ 
authoritatively,  their  interpretation  of  it.  He 
warned  the  oonntry  of  the  ooneolidsting  influ- 
flioe  of  this  power,  and  maintained  the  neoes- 
ittj  ot  guarding  the  State  tribnnali.  The  8a- 
fnme  Oonrt  was  virtnally  an  umpire  between 
the  G^ieral  Governmoit  and  the  States — its 
q^wiatmeat  was  by  one  of  theee  two  parties, 
nd  its  bias  might  be  expected  to  be  towards 
that  party  on  which  eve^  member  of  the  tri- 
banal  was  dependent. 

On  the  sulAeot  of  die  attcndanoe  ot  Jndgee, 
he  ]uA  attraded  dxteen  or  seventeen  terms,  and 
bad  never  witnened  more  than  two,  at  the 
Boat  tbree^  where  a  fidl  oonrt  was  not  present. 
Id  the  steamboat  case,  he  asked  whether,  bad 
fimr  Supreme  Oourt  judges  decided  against 
fiiree,  tb«  cqiinion  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of 
Hew  York ;  of  Jndge  Kent,  (than  whom  there 
was  not  more,  at  the  utmost^  than  one  greater 
Juiit  tm  the  beneh  of  the  Snprwie  Ooort,)  and 
(tf  the  i3onrt  of  Erron  of  that  State,  added  to 
fbo  c^ibuon  of  three  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt,  ooght  not  to  outweigh  the  tqiinions  of 
Imv  Snpreme  Oonrt  Judges. 


In  reference  to  the  argnment  reepectinr  a 
jury,  he  observed,  that  the  want  of  a  verdict, 
when  alt  did  not  wree,  was  not  owing  to  the 
mere  declaration  of  law,  but  to  the  reason  of  the 
oasB,  on  which  the  law  was  fonnded.  He 
viewed  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kssaacbnaetts  as  worse  than  nothing  in  the 
case,  and  be  ooncloded  by  expressing  an  earnest 
hope  that  it  wonld  not  be  adopted. 

The  debate  was  farther  oontinaed  by  Vr. 
Bttoknxb,  who  spoke  in  oppodtion  to  the 
amendment ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Micr- 
OAin,  the  committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  dt 


UoHD^T,  May  17. 
.SwKmiareAau  Claim— MoUim  to  Ootuidaritin 

tAt  NegotiatioM  btlutm  Franae   and    th« 

Unittd  StaUt. 

Ur.  TroKiB,  of  Yirf^nia,  moved  the  following 
reeolnlion,  whioh  he  supported  by  a  Bhon 
epeeoh: 

"Rttolptd.  That  the  petition  of  Eugenie  Amelle 
BeanmsToh^  de  la  Bne,  be  referred  to  the  TnA- 
dent  of  the  United  States;  thftt  he  be  reqaested  to 
caoM  the  same  to  be  coiiaidered  io  the  pending 
negotiations  with  Che  French  Oovemment,  relating 
to  the  claims  of  American  dtuens,  for  property 
illegally  leUed  and  oonBsoated;  and  if  found  to  be 
just,  then,  and  in  that  cue,  to  tie  allowed  in  the 
final  adjuBtment  of  (he  aforesaid  ckims." 

Tbe  EoDse  reftised  now  to  oonmdN*  this  reeo- 
Intion  by  a  small  majority. 

Sapremc  Covirt. 

Mr.  VKBerKB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time 
of    holding    the    sessiona    of    the    Supreme 

Mr.  Mbtoalfb  offered  the  fbllowing  amend- 
ment to  the  bill : 

"A  itfurOitr  atmettd,  Thai,  In  any  esse  wfw  or 
hereafter  depending  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in  which 
shall  be  drawn  Into  question  tbe  validity  of-ai^ 
part  of  the  constitution  of  a  State,  or  of  anj  part 
of  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  Slate,  un- 
less two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  justices  com- 
posing the  said  court  shall  coocur  in  pronouncing 
such  part  of  the  sud  constitatian  or  act  to  be  In- 
valid, it  shall  not  be  held  or  deemed  invalid." 

Mr.  MnoAus,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  tlkS 
Oh^  as  follows : 

Mr,  8peaker^-It  is  an  Indispensable  dntyj 
which  I  owe  not  only  to  the  L^gislatore  of 
Kentnoky,  hot  partioidarly  to  those  whom  I 
have  the  honor  immediately  to  represent,  that 
I  shonld,  on  the  present  occasion,  exercise  one 
of  the  privil^ee  properly  porttuniog  to  the 
Representatives  of  a  free  people — a  privilege 
which  I  bat  seldom  claim,  but  which,  I  am 
persnaded,  will  be  liberally  and  geoeroosly 
accorded  to  me,  provided  I  do  not  abase  it,  by 
the  enlightened  patriotism  and  mflgnnniinity 
of  the  body  over  whose  deliberatioDa  you 
preside. 

In  looking  aronnd  me,  bomver^I  beltold  U 
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audience  oompoeed,  not  onl;  of  the  meet  dis- 
tingnished  stateeai^  bntmeinljof  the  brighteat 
lotninarieB  of  the  law  in  this  Vnion ;  and  reflect- 
ing thtt  this  is  a  qnestion  pecnliart;  suited  to  the 
inreadgation  and  disooseion  of  lawyere,  and  that 
I  am  not  a  member  of  Uiatreepectable  professioa, 
tt  wonld  require  more  hardibood  than  I  poawre 
to  shield  me  entirelj  from  feelings  of  embarrass- 
ment—feeling*  whioh,  I  premime,  do  not  regolt 
ftom  any  nnnmal  timidly  of  oharaoter;  nor  am 
I  willing  to  admit  that  Ihoee  feeKngt  proceed 
from  any  indiepodUon  on  mf  part  to  ezpreaa 
917  sentmienta  here,  or  dseirfaere,  dther  opon 
Hub,  or  np<Hi  aoj  otLer  enlijeot,  hot  mon 
tapedaUr  upon  a  snUect  of  imah  vital  im- 
portanoe,  and  m  dee^j  intereedng  to  thoae 
from  whom  I  derive  m^  power,  and  whose 
■gent  I  am.  Bat  I  cannot  help  perceiviog  that 
I  am  liable  to  he  taken  in  the  net  of  l^ai 
teohnicalitj,  at  least.  Beeides,Iamoon«dons  of 
the  maniitnde  of  this  qnestdon — of  the  anxions 
■olioitade  with  which  mj  oonntrjinen  look 
forward  ta  the  dedsion  which  may  nldmatelj 
be  had  ttpon  it — of  the  want  of  time  in  tbia 
body  to  investigate  it  fiillj  daring  the  present 
■easioD,  and  my  own  want  of  preparauon,  or 
kamii^,  or  oapadty,  to  do  it  anj  sortof  Jostioe. 
A  luiowledge  of  one  truth,  howev^  aSwdame 
•ome  oonsoladon.  Li  the  ejea  of  wise  and 
boDorable  men,  even  the  rude,  nnonlUvated 
man,  in  his  effi>rta  to  do  good,  in  whatever  h^t 
the  strength  of  those  offiirts  voty  be  viewed, 
will  alw&TS  find  some  favor.  And  in  tids 
question,  Ur.  Speaker,  said  Ur.  M.,  the  interest 
of  the  most  hamble,  as  well  as  the  most  exalted, 
of  oar  citizens,  is  deeply,  very  deeply  involved. 
Indeed,  it  mnat  be  conceded  that,  in  Buoh  a 
qoMtion,  the  most  hnmble  are  the  moat  in- 
terested—it being  a  maxim,  admitted  by  all, 
denied  by  none,  that  Qie  Airther  yon  rei 
power  from  the  people,  the  farther  you  . 
th^  nlera  oat  of  thdr  reach,  or  beyond  tbdr 
eontrol  the  greater  will  be  the  oppresdon  of 
ttke  indnsbriona  and  productive  dsssea  of  the 
community,  the  more  at^eot  and  miserable  will 
be  Oie  condition  of  the  nnleained,  the  ignorant, 
and  the  poor. 

I  nnhedtatingly  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  a 
poor  man,  for  an  inconsiderable  sum,  ought  not 
to  be  snbjeot  to  a  suit  in  the  Federal  court.  In 
matteni  of  contract  and  dealing  between  man 
and  man,  if  no  difference  is  made,  or  attempted 
to  be  miwie,  between  resident  and  non-reeident 
citizens ;  if  no  obstacle  is  thrown,  or  attempted 
to  be  thrown,  in  the  wr^  of  the  latter,  wbioh 
does  noc  equally  apply  to  the  former,  either 
tt  re«)ects  uie  prooeaa  by,  or  the  principle  npon, 
which  their  respective  lights  are  to  be  decided, 
the  enaodona  and  a^udioatians  t^  the  Statee 
ongbt  to  be  final — if  yon  please,  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  Oite  a  poor  man,  or  a  man 
who,  in  point  of  wealth,  is  not  above  mediocrity, 
eapecially  if  he  is  not  very  dextrous  and  crafty 
in  the  management  of  lawsnila,  to  appear 
himself,  or  by  connsel,  hundreds  and  thousauds 
of  milea  from  home,  fbr  the  pnrpoae  of  trying 


his  title  to  the  httle  all  he  ponacnecii.  and  he  has 
but  little  prospect  of  success ;  besides,  it  is  not 
very  material  whether  he  gains  or  losee  hia 
cause— the  prooass  by  which  he  arrives  at  a 
deoi^n,  robe  him  of  all  he'  is  worth,  and 
leaves  him  in  penury,  want,  and  misery.  8neh 
laws  are  not  only  exceedingly  vexatious,  but 
a  departure  from  tiie  benign  and  salutary  prin- 
dple  of  administering  J  nsboe  as  near  to  every 
man's  door  as  practicable.  And  is  it  not  doubly 
Texationa,  unequal  and  part^  in  its  operation, 
to  allow  a  non-remdent  to  inatitnte  hia  snit  In 
the  State  oonrta,  thereby  apparently  waiving  hia 
right  to  use  tiie  Federal  oonrta ;  and,  after  Dar- 
asdng  the  reeident  for  many  years,  and  subject- 
ing him  to  much  ooet  and  trouble,  before  the 
former  tribnnals,  then  to  allow  the  said  non- 
resident, by  appeal,  writ  of  error,  or  some  other 
procea^  to  revive  the  anit  which  he  tiad  lost 
Wore  the  tribunals  of  his  own  selection  in  tlifl 
Federal  oourtrt  Bo  yon  call  this  jnstice,  or 
sound  policy) 

£stingaished  poet  has  said :  "  He  that 
thinks  mnst  govern  him  that  toils."  A  doc- 
trine which  I  shall  not  attempt  to  controvert. 
But,  said  Hr.  K,  if  the  thinkmg  few  who  mle 
are  not  to  be  responsible  to  the  toiling  million, 
for  their  oondnct,  it  requires  no  great  abare  of 
penetntion,  or  of  expoienoe,  to  aatis^  the 
ndnd  that  the  latter  will,  aooner  or  later,  be- 
come the  slaves  of  the  former,  and  all  the 
labor  of  their  hand^  over  and  above  what 
their  absolnte  neceeaitjes  require,  will  go  to 
enrich  and  pai^er  their  thinlnng  masters. 

I^  said  Hr.  H.,  I  may  be  permitted  to  nse 
the  ^>pTopriate,  elegant,  and  I  will  vmtare  to 
say,  among  philanthropista  and  lovera  ot  hu- 
man eqaali^,  the  never-to-be^rgotten  figure 
of  the  nonorable  member  from  Maaaachnsett^ 
(Mr.  Wkbbtkb,)  I  will  s^y,  that,  if  you  divide 
aodety  horizontally,  placing  the  thinking  few, 
who  t^e,  above,  and  the  toiling  million  below, 
the  prediction  whioh  I  have  jnat  now  uttered 
will  aoon  oome  to  pasa.    In  behalf  of  that  bnl- 


setvea,  who  never  expects  or  desires  to  be  placed 
upon  the  upper  side  of  it,  fbr  a  short  time,  the 
kmd  indulgence  of  the  Honae. 

We  have  the  h^plneae,  it  is  tm&  to  liva 
under  a  Government  the  model  of  which  is  not 
to  be  found '  and  It  ^  in  vain  to  aearoh  for  ita 
likeness,  either  in  ancient  or  modern  history— - 
a  Qovonment  which  may  be  conndered  aa  the 
ofbpring  of  a  union  of  many  Oovemmoitc^ 
and,  in  its  tarn,  the  prohfio  parrait  of  many 
more,  all  of  which  are  united  and  uniting  in 
one,  with  continual  increase  of  numbers — a 
splendid  ayatem^  In  which  the  dividons  of 
power  are  vaatly  nnmerons,  but  extremely 
complioatfid,  requiring  the  keeueet  inteliectou 
peroeptiorL  the  most  diacriminating  powers  of 
mind,  witn  mnch  learning,  experience,  and 
souddneas  of  Judgment^  to  enable  na  to  a  '  ~ 
to  the  different  Govei  "  "  "      ------ 
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dw■rtal«lb^  Huit  doe  portions  reqieotiTel;, 
■no.  jaoper  IimitatiODs  of  power. 

If  any  one  of  theae  deputmeiita,  or  of  the  dif- 
ftrant  funetioiuriea,  itudl  attempt  by  virtoe  of 
the  Mft  and  easy  j>raaeea  of  oonatniation,  to 
gun  an  aoceesiOD  of  power,  not  taitlj  delegstad 
or  anthorued  bj  the  oon^tation^  and  thereby 
topraTentaco-ordumt«,,orBii7  other  branoh  of 
the  Goremment^  from  exenMog  the  power  and 
diachargtng  the  dnty  irhioh  properlj  perttdos 
therannt(\  it  oertunlj  beoomea  as  to  impose 
aome  reatmat  won  tiie'n>Drj;dng  departanent. 

14  in  realitj,  ume  exists  a  di^Msillon  (m  the 
part  of  thia  court  to  enoroaoh  npon  the  anthor- 
ttlea  of  the  United  Btatea,  as  is  believed  to  be 
tba  ease  1^  aaaij  of  the  most  patriotio  and 
wias  repnUioan  stateemen  in  the  Union,  will 
not  the  prt^oaition  whioh  is  now  undw  oon^- 
eratuMi,  if  adopted,  have  a  tandencj  to  eheok 
that  diapontion,  or  to  render  the  effeoto  of  it 
laa  frequent  and  oommcm  than  nnder  the  pree- 
ent  airangemenl  I  That  it  will  have  snob  a  ten- 
dency, mnst  be  admitted.  Bat,  on  the  other 
hud,  if  the  fean  and  apfmhenaona  erf  those 
who  loofe  npon  ^  oonrt  with  an  eye  of  Jeal- 
onsj,  are  unfotmaed  and  nitreasonable,  the  ten- 
dency of  dua  amendment  will  be  to  remoTS  that 
Jealonsy,  to  reoondle  diioordant  deparbnents, 
and  to  ff.Y*  more  satia&otion  and  peaoe  to  ao- 
dety. 

Of  lata,  we  have  the  motifloation  Tory  f^ 


vnently  to  hear  of  oraiffictjng  oialms  of  power, 
£etire«o  the  Federal  and  SUte  gOTemmenti, 
between  the  vaiioaa  dqiartmenta  ttT  the  seTeral 


jndifflflry  ahj^  the  otMttt^ 
How  are  we  to  check  die  growing  nil  t  WtU 
the  prc^Mjaitiui  whidi  is  now  under  oonsideratiai 
do  it  I  For  my  own  part,  said  Ur.  M.J  I  anawer 
with  toemUing  anontainty — fbr  it  is  not  ex- 
aet^  the  plan  whidi,  above  all  ffhen,  I  woold 
pnAr— in  the  affirmative.  It  woold  most  cer- 
tainly diminish  the  chasoes,  aflS  lessen  the 
probability  (rfMMroaohnient   In  oases  wherein 


■netion  of  the  Btate  concta,  k>  large  a  nu^or- 
itr  of  thia  body  of  maj^alraCT  wiU  aeldran  if 
aver  eoneor  in  giving  an  Mdmon  i^ainst  sooh 
cnaciaons  and  MtMoia.  nueas  they  are  deariy 
nd  manitMly  ancmabtational ;  alUngwhiaci 
It  is  beUered  will  but  addran  ooonr;  ana  when 
itdoea,  thaoiHi^nof  tbeooort  wUlbeso  well 
it^pnted  by  aigmnent  so  stoong  and  condn- 
iiv«  aa  to  cury  oonviotion  w^erevw  it  goee— 
ntd  tbna,  by  reooaoUing  all  parties,  the  eoart 
win  regain  its  popnlarlty  aad  hi^  standing 
among  the  dticeos  <^  thk  rqinblio— -the  Fed- 
eral and  State  govwnmemts,  and  tbdr  diflbr- 
ant  departments,  ^D  then  move  m  barmonl- 
oody,  wlule  the  peoide  are  contented,  prober- 
ooa,  and  happy. 

If  the  eye  of  thepaMotistnmed  to'thepree- 
ant  condition  of  things  in  this  oonntry,  what  a 
ringnlar  and  disheartening  spectacle  doee  he  be- 
Udl    By  acana,  it  iainsstedOiat  the  Federal 


by  virtne  of  the  spherteal  sovereignty  whidi 
it  claims  for  itself  at  the  supreme  control  of 
the  State  goTemments ;  and  awnming  to  itself 
politiDal,  as  well  as  Jadidal  power. 

On  the  otlier  huid,  it  in  insisted  that  the 
Btate  governments  are  in  the  habit  of  reeling 
ftom  their  proper  orbits,  of  Impinging  njKm 
the  Federal  anthorities,  and  thereby  creating 
great  eonfttsion  and  disorder.  And  it  is  prob- 
ably tme  that  none  of  thoee  governments,  and 
that  no  one  erf  the  different  departments,  do  in 
every  instsnoe  oonflne  theanselvee  as  strictly  aa 
they  ought  to  do,  within  their  respective  con- 
stitntional  limits;  snd,  at  other  timee,  by 
fitiling  <»  refiuiiig  to  fill  Dp  the  whole  cpaee 
allotted  to  them,  as  mnoh  iqjnry  is  prodaoed  ss 
by  tnmeoending  Ih^  reepeoUve  limits.  In- 
deed, I  preanme  this  is  tme.  Bnt  whenever  a 
conflict  ooonn  betwew  the  Federal  snd  State 
anthoritiea,  whether  in  the  right  or  wrong,  the 
fbrmer  is  sore  to  prevail  sgainst  the  latter-- 
benoe,  the  necesutj  and  propriety  of  restoun- 
ing  tliis  strong  power,  and  of  gnarding  the  weak 
s^^nst  its  nsniiMttioDS  and  encroachments ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  it  wonld  be  wholly  nseleaa 
to  impose  any  additional  restnint  npon  the 
State  anthoritiea,  beoanee  of  their  eompsrfr- 
tlve  feeUeneea,  their  want  of  Bb«ngth  to  r^ 
siat  the  Federal  anthoritiea.  It  is  notoriooa 
that  they  cannot  long  make  detenrive,  mndi 
leas  oan  they  make  onendve  war. 

Bnt,  bow  to  remedy  those  evils,  and  at  the 
■ame  time  to  gnard  and  protect  the  people 
against  tiie  bnrtnil  and  pemioions  oonseqnencea 
tif  Iheee  alaimlng  oonfliots,  is  the  qaeation.  To 
efieot  this  dedrable  ol^eot,  said  Hr.  M.,  is  what 
the  propositioQ  oontemplatoe.  Oan  there  be 
SUV  danger  in  making  the  experimentt  I  Tint 
this  qnestiou  most  re^teotfuliy,  and  with  <tne 
deference;  bnt  I  put  it  emphatically— Oaa 
there  be  ai^  danger  In  maVing  the  experi- 
mentt 

There  are  other  diffloulties,  too,  reaaMng 
more,  I  bdlev&  tttaa  the  happy,  or  rather  the 
noh^py,  &ou]^  we  have  in  oonstming   or 


the  Tariona  and  oontra^otoi^  oonstmotlona 
which  have  been  put  upon  it,  not  only  by 
snbtndioate  departments,  but  by  the  higbeet 
fnnotionaries  of  this  Government;  and  ttoni 
tbenoe  let  any  man,  if  it  be  posdble  for  him 
to  do  so,  move  onto  the  conototoon  Uiat  It  ia 
either  wise  or  politic  to  compel  sU  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Bute  governments,  legislative, 
exeontive,  and  jothdal,  all  of  vhom  are  sworn 
to  support  the  Federal  Oonstitution,  as  well 
aa  their  honors,  to  yield  <their  own  opinions 
npon  the  oonstitntional  validly  of  Slate  law^ 
and  to  bow  aubmisrively  to  the  oonstnictive 
dictum  of  three  membras,  a  minwi^  of  the 
Federal  Jadiolary. 
Bnt  the  LegisUtore  of  Eemtaciky  did  put  ■ 
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law,  tbe  validi^  of  whioh  tu  contested  by  the 
neat  of  worth)^  with  whioh  that  State  abonnds, 
and  has  long  abonnded,  and  who  are  known  by 
the  mild  came  of  land  ^eonlaton.  The  Federal, 
not  the  Delphio  oraole  la  oonanlted,  and  the  re- 
gpraise  is,  that  "  the  lav  Is  utowistitntioual  and 
Toid,  tbe  first  aettlers  of  that  diatrict  having 
bartered  away  a  portitm  ot  that  power  and  mv- 
erelgnty  which  belongs  to,  and  ia  azeroised  by, 
•very  other  State  in  this  Unim,  and  by  eveiy 
other  people  or  QoTemment  on  tbe  globe,  hav- 
ing bartered  away  the  riabt  of  Boeoeuii^  gen- 
eratioiia,  and  Buooeeding  le^datiH^  thronghont 
all  time  to  oome,  to  suit  th<ir  l^ialation  and 
their  laws  to  tJie  erer-TBrjing  oondition  of 
thin^  whioh  necesaarUy  ariaeeu  tlie  prt^rese 
of  ciTi]  society."  Baoh,  in  sabstanoe,  is  the 
tesp<Hue  which  has  been  ottered  and  proclaim- 
ed to  the  world;  and  even  more  uian  this, 
for  it  goes  to'eetAblish  the  &ct,  tliat  the  said 
first  pettlers  of  the  district  not  only  banished 
from  Kentnoky  that  portion  of  her  sovereignty, 
bat  that  they  abBolnt^  extangnlshed  it ;  that 
they  did  not  even  leave  it  with  Virginia,  which 
StMe,  I  VMily  beHeve,  if  she  had  the  power, 
would  grant  Da  rdief  in  mdm  form  or  other. 

Bnt,  what  ia  the  oonaeqaeaoe  of  this  deiuaion ! 
The  oorda  of  peaoe  and  aooial  intarooors^  by 
which  society  la  boond  together  like  a  band  of 
brothers,  is  cnt  asunder ;  the  home  of  the  bns- 
bandman  la  again  renderod  inseoure ;  the  hand 
of  indnstry  is  paralysed,  and  (Usoooraged  from 
the  perfbrmanoe  of  ita  duty,  the  oraonuir  mndo 
of  this  trio  of  the  Federal  judiciary  having  &Ilen 
■weetly  upon  the  ears  of  a  aet  of  men,  who 
ought  to  have  been  drammed  out  rf  Kentucky 
many  years  ago,  with  a  oerttdn  wpropriate 
march  at  their  beels,  announoing  to  thran  that 
tlie  delectable  and  hutpyfj^ing  bnMnesi  of  land- 
jobbing  would  agiun  beoome  profitable,  np  they 
ipring,  like  so  many  Urds  of  prey ;  with  Keenly 
whetted  beaks,  they  plnck  the  ommba  from  Oie 
liand  of  honeet  induAy;  and  they  plnok  anew 
at  the  vitals  of  soole^,  tiie  very  heart-strings 
of  whioh  they  would  pull  away  if  they  oould. 
Kow,  as  th^  responae  rune,"  the  bleeding  vic- 
tim may  writhe  in  agony,  bnt  tliere  ia  no  power 
beneath  tbe  son  by  whioh  a  remedy  can  b« 
applied.  It  ia  tni&  that  sonety  ia  greatly  re- 
tarded in  its  mtrcli  to  [ffoaperity  and  hapjd- 
nen,  bnt  the  die  is  oast,  and,  Uke  tlie  deoree  of 
fcte,  itiannattemble!" 

Sach  are  the  efflMte  of  a  dedrion  which  baa 
been  given  by  this,  not  eocm  to  be  forgottco — 
Aree;  to  whom  your  laws  seam  to  attach  aome- 
thiog  like  inbUibiUty,  bnt  irtio  eonld  not,  by 
poedbility,  in  their  sttaatioma,  hafa  understood 
the  subject. 

Now,  what  opinion  wonld  a  stranger  form 
ot  tbe  boasted  ezoellenoe  of  oar  eonstitntion, 
after  being  told  of  the  dedalons  of  the  Execu- 
tive and  Jndunal  braaohee  of  this  Government 
nit,  and  of  the  conseqnenoea  resulting  from 
deoisioiut  The  one  denies  tbe  e^tence 
of  any  power  in  Congress,  or  elsewhere,  to  paaa 
a  good  and  wholearane  law,  the  effeot  of  which 


would  be,  in  a  thousand  waya,  to  promote  tha 
national  interest,  and  to  bind  together,  end  for- 
ever to  perpetuate  this  grand  and  noble  0<m- 
federac^;  tiie  other  denies  theeziatenoe  of  any 
power  m  tbe  Legislature  of  a  State,  to  remove 
one  of  the  moat  affliolong  evils— an  evil  of  saeik 
magnitnde  that  it  is  an  abomination  to  the  land 
where  it  eziate— ^rom  society. 

I  onderstand  this  decision  of  the  ooort  to 
mean  notidng  more,  or  laea,  than  that  tlidr 
honon  have  a  right  to  take  ue  consi»ei)ces  <tf 
all  the  deparboKkta  of  the  State  govenunenta 
ander  t^eir  sovereign  care  and  protection.  I 
understand  it  to  be  a  denial  of  the  right  of  tlte 
Bepreeentativea  of  the  people,  by  statutory  pro- 
viaioDB,  to  regnlate  tbe  afBura  of  the  people.  If 
tbe  doctrine  maintained  by  the  court  be  oor- 
reot,  their  own  peonliar  notions  of  what  ia 
equitable  between  man  and  man,  between  aAr 
verse  olaimautBttf  laud,  and  ao  OIL  asthedifibr- 
ent  individual  oasea  may  arise  and  be  sabmitted 
to  theee  aognst  three,  is  to  be  the  nii««me  law 
oftheland.  Have  weoometo  tluat  Islttms 
that  onr  anoeMors  or  jvedeoeeBors  have  da- 
prived  Ds  of  the  power  of  pasnpg  a  plain  lav, 
which  mn^bereadbytheplaii^nnsopbiatioated 
farmersof  our  oounti7,aa  they  run;  andalaw 
which,  by  reading,  they  may  nnderstandt  Are 
we  to  have  no  page  in  onr  atatate  books,  indi- 
cating to  tbe  toiling  hnsbandman  what  are  hia 
rigble,  orinwh^w^tiiefrQUiofbislabofaad 
indnstry  are  seenred  to  him)  Instead  of  ref^ 
ring  him  to  the  atatnte  boc^  for  sach  informa- 
tjoa  OS  he  may  desire  respecting  the  laws,  is  it 
intended  to  turn  his  eyes  upMi  the  judgeeof  dia 


:ettt 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  K,  tha  &nlt  is  net  in  t2ie- 
oonstdtntdon.  It  ia  in  thoee  who  oonstme  and 
misconstrue  th^  inattmnent. 

In  Kthtrtiigja  theee&ota,  sdd  Ur.  IL,  I  in- 
tend no  nngelerouB  imputation  against  thoae 
high  f^motionariee  of  the  Govwnment— no  dto- 
respeot  whatever;  for  Uieybave  the  same  ri^t 
to  their  c^inion  that  I  have  to  mine ;  and  it  Is 
as  muob  uieir  dn^  to  ezenuae  iL  But,  having 
given  an  opdnion  which  I  conceive  to  be  moal 
glaringly  erronaons,  and  most  affliotingly  iq|n- 
Hotts  and  hnrtftil  to  thoee  whom  I  have  tha 
honor  immediately  to  rqireaent,  my  ol^eot  la, 
aa  it  ought  to  be,  to  efl^ot  an  amendment  to  tha 


by  tbi>  fteble,  an^  yot  poweriU  three.  And 
my  refsrenoe  to  the  opinion  (d  the  Preddent 
has  been  made  tor  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
yoQ  do  not  hj  plaidnR  a  man  in  an  elevated 
station,  render  turn  lonllible ;  and  thereby,  to 
prove  the  onaonndneas  of  the  policy  that  would 
bestow    upon   mcih  a  tribnnal  aa   this,    tha 

Kwer  of  dictating  aooording  to  their  peoo- 
r  noti(»ia  of  what  is  the  orthodox  oonstmo- 
tion  of  this  charter  of  onr  rights,  to  each,  and  to 
all  of  the  departmente  of  the  State  govemmenla. 
Three  indlndnala  I  «  nuijoriljy  of  the  oonr^  as 
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.        / ;   but  B  miuori^  of  the 
wbd*  court  «r*  to  deiAie  upon  the  constitn- 
tknal  TSlidi^  of  Stita  lairs ;  and  to  umol  sd- 
jftlio  State  oonrta^  and  from  their 


neat  ot  neh  a  power,  in  tha  hands  of  such 
Ubnnal,  I  most  be  eooTttuwd  that  the  whole 
ttme  KM  btings  of  a  superior  order;  that  they 
aranotthedareaofhanuni  pasdcm;  that  thej 
da  not  loTfl  power;  that  the^  are  not  to  be  Mt 
•  in  motiofl  bj  that  powerfbl  firing  ot  hnman 
aotioii,  ealled  adf-intercet;  ihat  thej  bare  an 
aamption  fhnn  all  the  frailties  of  hvmaa  na- 
ture; and,  in  fine,  that  the  Snk  which  tbe^ 
fcrm  in  the  oh^n  of  weated  btinA  is  at  haet 
iMlf  wv  between  that  little  fi»fced,  feeble  ani- 
oul,  that  inliabitB  this  oar  planet,  and  those 
■opwior  intenigenoas  that  fiU  the  oelestLal  re- 
born Vot  be  it  ranembered,  that  this  is  the 
eoBtrolHng  power  of  thia  Oorenunatt— a  power 
ef  oneh  mperior  dignitjTi  *'>'f' l*^  1>Mome  the 
Go*wiiin«nt  itself;  and  he  that  ([tiestJiNii,  <v 
•ttempti  to  expose  its  dedraona,  la  anre  to  be 
Mcnaed  of  ha^og  a  devil,  w  to  M  denonnoed 
m  a  rebel  ag^sthis  ooontry. 

Ur.  MaDvrra,  <tf  South  OsroUna.  rose  and 
oppotid  the  aineikdmeiit,  as  praotaoallT'  operat- 
ing to  leare  the  oonstitatimali^  of  an;  State 
law  intenniiiablY  nooertain.  He  vindioated  the 
dedtton  irf  tiie  Supreme  Oonrt,  in  the  case  ot 
Odbau,  (fimnerlf  referred  to  in  the  debute  on 
Mr,  I^TOHu'e  reaolntiono,)  tmd  maintained 
tbst  that  decision  was  Tirtrullj  a  dedfdon  of 
ttw  qnertioa  whether  the  tToited  States  have 
or  liave  not  a  Goremnwnt 

Hr.  GooK^  of  Illinois,  said,  the  Oonstjtntion  of 
the  Unitod  Btatee  seoores  to  the  dtiEens  of  each' 
State  tlie  rig^te  of  oitiEeQe  of  Uie  several  Statee. 
Hm  dtisoas  itf  coie  Btate  m^  hold  propertj  in 
HIT  other  State.  The;  ma;  oontrsct  with  the 
tieMiia  (rf  an;  otitet  8tat&  and  are  entitled  to  a 
jost rented; to eo£>roeBn^eontnKita.  JGghtit 
oat  b^^ien  that  non^reddents  might  aoqoire 
iBTge  olahns  agiinBt  tiiie  dtisens  M  an;  pvtsi 
BtM«l  Sndi,  for  example,  as  wai  the  case  a  fbw 
jrmn  ago  in  relaliiHi  to  Eaatoni  metehantswith 
tbe  people  of  the  Vest  Booh,  bdeed,  as  was 
flte  case  with  the  people  of  the  Btate  whenoe 
tfiii  }MopositioQ  wif^nated,  and  the  merohanta 
•ast  of  the  moonta&is.  In  snob  a  c«s^  if  the 
debtor  State  ehonM  adopt  onoMiBlitDlitHial  mesa- 
■res  tor  the  relief  of  ita  dtiseoe,  wonld  not  the 
principle  reqnirioK  the  oononrrenoe  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  Jndgee  of  the  Sajveme  Oonrt  to 
eoirectsneh  a  pnxiedare,  more  expose  the  ored- 
iton  to  the  i^Jnr;,  than  the  nmal  mode  of  ded- 
■OB  wonld  the  debtont  Badi  a  prindple,  in- 
deed,' ha  conceived  wdl  oaloolated  to  alter  the 
wht^  ttieor;  of  onr  Goremment. 

The  object  of  OoTemment  was  aa  well  to  pro- 
teot  minorities  aa  m^oritiee.  This  prindple 
would  go  fitf  to  deatro;  those  rt^ts. 

Bat  the  partitnlar  ow&  which  might  by  posd- 
bait;  occvr  finr  the  deddon  of  thia  tribunal,  waa 


the  United  Stales  had  admitted  tbe  Btate  he  had  - 
the  honor  to  repreaeot  into  tbe  Union,  nnder  a 
compact  that  slaver;  shall  not  eziat  witbin  its 
limits.  At  present,  a  laige  portion  of  the  dti- 
zens  of  that  State  were  onder  the  impreedon 
UkBt  the  introduotion  of  alaver;  would  tend 
great^  to  relieve  their  peonniar;  embarram- 
menta,  emb«m«Diei)ts  whicb.  indeed,  afflicted 
ever;  portion  of  the  West.  Acting  under  the 
inflnenoe  of  a  etroa^  onxiet;  to  relieve  tbem- 
sdves  from  their  distress,  man;  of  th«n  were 
now  disposed  to  te«t  tbe  binding  character  ctf 
this  oompaot,  and  to  abrogate  it.  Without  In- 
tmdlng  to  expreaa  any  o^^on  on  the  etfect  of 
this  oompadt,  he  wonld  remark  that,  should  a 
m^ority  of  the  people  dedde  on  the  adoptaon 
of  the  measure,  it  wonld  donbtlees  make  a  OMO 
for  tha  dedsion  of  the  Sapreme  Court ;  and, 
should  it  happen,  it  will  be  a  fearM  qneatlra. 
It  wiU  invcdve  nothing  leas,  air,  than  the  balance 
of  power  between  the  dave  and  non-dave-hold- 
ing  States  Iliose  who  wttoessed.  as  well  aa 
those  who  know  ot  the  oonvsldve  diaonaeion  in 
this  Honse  tm  t&e  Missouri  question,  oanoot  bil 
to  appredate  the  magnitude  of  this  snldeot  In 
deoiiSng  that  qneetiwi,  shonld  it  ever  arise,  if  a 
m^rai^  at  that  oonrt  shall  be  found  to  decide 
gainst  the  validit;  of  the  act  of  the  Stale,  bnt 
not  a  Buffldent  m^Jorit;  under  thd  providoD 
now  nnder  orauaderation,  it  oonld  not  tail  to 
shake  the  nation  to  ita  centre. 

While  thia  tribunal  may  be  called  on  to  de- 
dde qneations  of  such  momentous  magnitude, 
he  thought  it  behooved  the  Houae  to  examine 
well  the  effects  of  the  prindple  now  propoaecL 
For  BQoh  examination,  we  oertainly  are  not  pre- 
pared at  this  time,  and  the  amendment,  ther»- 
fora  should  not  now  be  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  Srvxhbob^,  of  Virginia,  suggested 
that,  aa  the  eesdon  wbb  far  advance^  and  this 
snbjeet  was  of  great  moment,  it  would  be  meet 
expedient  to  wShdraw  the  amendment  at  thia 
time. 

Mr.  McroALR  expressed  some  reloctanoe  at 
adopting  thia  course,  but  finally  consented  to 
witin^wtheuneudment;  and,  having  d(meB>— 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

TnxsDAT,  May  18. 
Daft  cf  Ai^<>wnme>U. 

Mr.  Oonhkb,  of  Hew  Torfc,  moved  to  omh 
dder  the  jdnt  reaolntim  on  a  da;  of  a^joom- 
ment,  and  oalled  fbr  the  yeas  and  n^«  on  the 
qoestion  of  oondderation ;  which  were  ordered, 

Mr.  OoLpapKB,  c4  ITorth  Oarolina,  was  op- 
posed to  an  a4]onmment  at  ao  early  a  da;  as 
even  the  latest  which  was  proposed.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
investi^tion  on  chargea  preferred  against  a 
high  MBcer  of  the  -  Government,  and  to  the 
summons  which  had  been  despatched  by  aa 
officer  of  the  Honse  for  the  person  who  pr^ 
ferred  those  ohanea.  The  Hooae  had  been 
heretofore  informed  that,  allowing  time  fbr  {(o- 
ing  and  returning,  the  uidividual  in  q-— »— 
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might  b«  expected  to  airivQ  here  hy  the  asth 
of  this  month.  For  his  part,  he  sud,  he  was 
tinwilling  to  go  away  without  allowing  a  rea- 
Bonable  time  for  the  return  of  the  meeaeiiger, 
ito.  The  charKes  which  had  been  prefeiried, 
had  been  considered  of  sofBoient  importanoe  to 
entiUs  them  to  inTeslJKation,  and  he  was  not 
^sposed  to  a^onm  nndl  that  investigation  was 
eompleted,  and  the  whole  fbota  of  the  ease  re- 
ported to  the  House,  when,  he  said,  he  woold 
expreea  his  opinion  of  the  merits  of  it,  resard- 
lesB  of  consequencee,  and  he  hc^>ed  tiie  Eoiue 
wotUd  do  the  same. 

Ur.  WxBUBLD,  of  Marjland,  aoid,  that  ever? 
one  knew  tliat  the  Sergeant-at^Arms  of  this 
House  had  Kone  for  the  purpose  of  hringing  to 
fliia  Hoose  Hr.  Edwardk  to  be  examined  re- 
epeoting  certain  charges  which  he  had  preferred 
against  one  of  the  highest  officers  of  the  Got- 
«rmnent.  Whether,  in  sending  for  him,  the 
committee  of  this-Honse  had  done  right  or 
wronv,  was  not  now  the  qnestion ;  hnl^  having 
done  it,  he  was  of  opinion  that  a'dne  respect  to 
the  parties  interested,  to  pnblio  opinion,  and  to 
conBist«nc;  in  the  conrse  of  tliis  bodj,  wonld 
induce  the  House,  at  all  eveata,  to  oontiiiae  the 
■earion  mitil  the  person  to  wh<mi  he  referred 
■honld  have  had  a  reasonable  opportonity  of 
reaching  the  Seat  of  Govemment,  Otherwise, 
s^d  he,  in  what  sitiiation  before  the  pnblio 
shall  we  present  oniselvee  I  He  was  as  willing 
as  any  gentleman  to  bring  this  seeaon  to  a 
dose ;  bat,  a  dae  req>ect  to  the  distbgolBhed 
officer  whose  oondnot  is  arraigned,  and  to  everj 
«(maderation  connected  vifh  the  snligect,  for- 
bade, tn  his  opinion,  an  a^Jonrmnent  earlier 
than  the  81st  instant;  whioh  day,  therefore,  he 
proposed. 

Mr.  WiOKXim,  of  Eentocky,  put  it  to  the 
Eonse,  whether,  under  the  droimutancee  known 
to  them,  they  would  remun  in  session  to  await 
the  arrival  of  the  officer  of  this  House.  He 
had  Just  been  informed  that  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  arrived  at  LonisvUle,  so  as  to  leave  that 
place  fbr  ESwardsviUe  on  the  4th  of  this 
mtmth:  br  the  10th  of  the  month  he  inaj  have 
reached  EdwardaviUe ;  bj  the  ITth  he  may 
have  arrived  at  Lonisvillc^  on  his  return:  it 
will  take  8  or  10  days  to  get  thenoe  to  Wheel- 
ing, and  three  or  four  dc^  thenoe  to  tUs  place, 
nppoiAng  no  intermption  of  the  jonmej'  to  oo- 
our :  and  when  tt  is  reocdlected  uutt  there  was 
no  rcf^alsr  chain  of  at«amboBt  navigation,  and 
that  travellers  have  eometimee  to  w(u.t  several 
daja  for  a  passage  could  it  be  in  the  contem- 
plation of  any  gentleman  to  wait  here  unljl  the 
messenger  returns — s^,  till  the  16th,  or  even 
Uie  IDth  of  Jnne.  m  wished  the  resolution 
WOK  made  blank,  so  ae  to  fill  It  with  snoh  a 
day  as  a  m^ority  of  the  Honae  should  be  found 
touiptoye. 

J&.  Webstrb,  of  UassaohuMtta,  said  that, 
when  this  snbjeot  waa  before  the  Honse  the 
other  day,  the  member  from  niinms  stated, 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  distance,  Ac.,  that 
ta  answer  to  the  aommons  ot  tbia  House  -'-'-' 
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be  expected  by  the  2Sd  or  filth  of  this  month. 
From  the  facts  wiiioh  had  since  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  gentleman,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
ehonld  lake  to  know  what  was  hia  present 
opinion  on  Uiat  subject. 

Ur.  Cjock  s^  that,  when  he  made  a  state- 
ment on  this  eulyect  some  it^  ago,  it  was  fm-^ 


possible  that  he  should  be  u>priMd  ot  the  ob-' 
Htmotions  to  the  pn^ress  of  the  measoiser  of 
the  House.    He  had  stated  that  he  might  ro- 


tnm  by  the  38d  or  34th  of  the  month,  bnt  that 
was  upon  the  soppotdtion  that  no  difficulty  had 
oocnrrad  in  his  progress  in  the  river.  Since 
TtmHng  that  statement  he  had  seen  a  letter 
from  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  that  he  was  not 
able  to  leave  Looiaville  before  4  o'clock  in  the 
attemoon  of  the  4th  of  Uay.  He  might  reach 
EdwardsvillB  in  five  or  six  days.  If  an  oppor- 
tonity  should  present  itself  for  resuming  his 
Journey  by  water,  he  ndght  retnm  to  Lonia- 
ville  in  five  days,  say  by  the  Ifith  of  this  month. 
It  was  not  probable  that  he  could  reach  tliia 
place  in  less  than  fifteen  days  after  his  arrival 
at  Louisville.  It  wonld  not  be  reasonable^ 
therefore,  to  calculate  on  the  arrival  of  Oia 
messenger  or  Mr.  Edwards  sotmer  than  the 
SOth  of  the  monthj  under  any  drcamstanoe& 
And  if  the  Honae  is  disposed  to  wait  for  him, 
sud  Mr.  0.,  ae  I  dnoerely  hope  it  is,  that  otnect 
will  be  entirely  defeated  by  mdng  on  an  earii^ 
day  for  the  a^jonmrnent  than  the  last  of  this 
month.  Ur,  0.  r^eated,  that  he  most  sincere- 
ly hoped  that  the  Eonae  wonld  contiuue  in  se^ 
Bion  nntil  Mr.  Edwards  shonld  anive, 

Mr.  UcLixx,  of  Ddaware^  said,  that  then 
was  no  member  of  the  Eouse  who  would  re- 
m^n  here,  wwe  the  sesrion  prdon^od,  at 
greater  petwmal  inoonyenience^  or  saonfioe  d 
mterest  or  of  feeling^  than  himsdl  But  it  waa 
too  late  now  for  gentlemen  to  listen  to  consid- 
eralaons  of  that  description.  The  decimon  has 
been  taken.  Every  gentieman  must  have  known, 
when  this  inveetogation  was  institnted,  that  it 
would  be  attended  with  serious  inconvuiienoea, 
I  was  myself  folly  aware  of  it,  aaid  he,  and  it 
was  for  that  reason,  among  others  ta  higher 
import,  that  I  was  opposed  to  tiie  institntion  ot 
this  ooinmittoe  of  investigation.  The  Honse^ 
however,  determined  to  go  on,  and  it  does  mi- 
pear  to  me  to  be  dne  to  flio  parties  and  to  t£ft 
character  of  the  Eookl  that  it  shall  now  be 
carried  through,  and  tuiat  every  t^portun]^ 
shall  be  pren,  to  all  the  partiee  ooncemec^ 
for  a  foil  investigation.  Lning  aside  all  pw- 
sooal  considerations,  the  pnbUo  good  demanded 
this  course.    From  what  had  been  sud  by  tho 


Edwards,  than  the  last  day  of  the  month,  could 
not  be  fixed.  But  the  reasons  which  inSuenoed 
him,  Mr.  MoL.  s^d,  wonld  prevent  him  from. 
voting,  at  this  time,  to  fix  ai^  day  of  adjourn' 
meut  The  Oommitl«e  of  InvcMtigatioD  had 
sent  fbr  the  individual  who  preieired  the 
charges  which  are  under  investigation.  E  1 
oudeistand  the  proceaa  with  whlon  onr  offloei 
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jfl  ebarged,  Nud  be,  it  does  not  anthorize  the 
Sa^eaut-ftt^Arau  to  brinK  this  individnal  here. 
It  ia  a  mere  Bammons  to  bim  to  attend,  which 
be  m&f  obe;r>  f>t  not.  He  probatly  maj  sot  be 
re*d7 — few  individuals  would  he  reedf ,  at  so 
diwt  a  notice,  to  set  off  on  ho  long  a  Jonmej, 
Ok  iay  be  receives  the  Bammons.  In  anj 
event,  he  wumot  get  here  before  the  thirty-firat 
ot  tbe  month,  ana  perh^M  not  for  some  daja 
later.  And  for  what  purpose,  dr,  have  we  sent 
for  him?  le  it  to  present  himself  here,  and 
B^,  "  Here  I  am,"  and  thus  let  the  buBiness 
end  t  Iliat  is  oertunlj  not  taj  view  of  the 
otie.  Here  is  a  charge  which  the  Eoose  bos 
deemed  of  anf&cient  importance  to  instltnta  an 
Inqniry  in  relation  to  it.  They  have  sent  for 
Mr.  Edwards,  to  deliver  what  teatimony  he  may 
be  able  to  aSbrd  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  Bdooaxax,  rf  Pennajivania,  entirely 
eoncnrred  in  most  of  tlie  views  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware,  hut  he  differed  from  him' 
■  to  Ma  conolnnon.  From  the  information 
ubioh  had  been  given  to  the  House,  by  the 
geotlemaii  from  IBinoia,  it  was  perfectly  evi- 
dent, and  most  strike  the  mind  of  everybody, 
that  Mr.  Edwards  cannot  be  expected  to  arrive 
here  before  the  fourth  or  fifth  of  JnnB.  If  tiie 
Bonse  waited  for  his  arrival  at  all,  consistency 
and  a  tense  of  dnty  woold  require  them  to  re- 
nt^ in  MMioQ  ontil  be  was  examined,  that  the 
infonnatiini  which  he  poasesaea  may  be  eviscer- 
■tod  and  laid  before  the  Honse.  On  a  moderate 
ealonlatioa,  this  will  take  to  the  10th  of  June ; 
and  said  Mr.  B.,  I  ask  whether  we  will  delay 
our  sdjonmment  till  that  day  on  this  account, 


Mmt,  to  await  the  arriral  of  Hr.  Edwards, 
of  any  importance  to  the  conntry,  or  to  lae 
ffiMingaiahed  officer  whose  conduct  is  implL- 
oted  by  the  charges,  I  would  remain  here  at 
■ny  aacriflee.  But  I  am  not  of  that  opinion. 
Whea  Mr.  Edwards  presented  his  charges  to 
diia  House,  he  referrod  for  the  foondatioa  and 
■apport  of  them  to  documentary  testimony, 
■Dd  to  that  alone.  That  testimony,  with  the 
diargca,  is  in  the  possession  of  as  able  and  im- 
pHTtia)  a  committee  as  waa  ever  raised  in  any 
pnblifl  body.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  commit- 
tee ia,  or  can  be  in  one  or  two  days,  ready  to 
Rport  upon  that  teatimony.  Now,  I  ask,  how 
can  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  implicated 
by  in  a^joamment,  without  waiting  for  Mr. 
Edwards?  "Die  proob  are  here;  the  commit- 
tee ia  diUsently  eiuaged  in-  the  examination  of 
Oaaa,  and  are  ready  (or  can  be  in  a  short  time) 
to  make  tb^  report ;  aad  I  prot«9t  agunst  the 
id«a  of  the  Hoose  having  committed  itself  or 
hedged  itaelf  in  any  way,  to  wut  for  Mr.  £d- 
wardB. 

Mr.  HuuLTOn,  of  South  Oarolina,  s^d  he 
vw  aa  little  disposed  aa  his  friend  from  Dela- 
ware to  adopt  a  coorBe  calonlated  to  preclude 
any  dedaion  on  this  subject,  that  was  due  to 
tbe  character  of  the  House,  or  properly  subser- 
lioit  to  the  ends  of  justice.    Bu^  believing 


that  the  views  whioh  he  bad  taken  of  this  snb- 
ject  were  erroneous,  he  could  not  bat  believe, 
if  the  Honse  came  to  Uie  decision  whioh  he  re- 
commended, it  would  not  subserve  the  purpose 
of  justice,  but  only  vexatiooaly  prolong  the  ses- 
sion. He  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  more  directly  to  the  subject  involved 
in  this  question.  What  ia  it)  sud  be.  An 
officer  who  has  received  an  appointment  within 
the  gift  of  the  £ieontive  of^this  country,  has 
made  a  charge  against  an  officer  in  the  Oabinet 
of  the  ExBcntivB.  Instead  of  directing  tbia 
ohai^  to  his  proper  chie^  the  Executive,  the 
accusing  pwly  has  iimropBrly,  and  I  regret  it, 
thrown  it  into  this  House.  Under  the  eioitc- 
meot  of  the  moment,  which  I  also  regret  this 
charge  took  what  I  conceive  an  improper  direc- 
tion in  this  House.  It  has  been  put  into  the 
possession  of  &  committee,  acknowledged  on  all 
bauds  to  be  exceedingly  well  qualified  to  inves- 
tigate it.  But,  in  reference  to  the  course  which 
the  House  ought  now  to  take,  Mr.  H.  add,  it  is 
very  proper  that  the  grounds  of  the  accuser 
himself  should  be  taken  into  oon^deration.  In 
support  of  his  charges,  to  what  does  he  refer 
us  ?  To  his  own  testimony  hereafter  to  be  de- 
livered? To  oral  proof  of  any  descriptdon 
whatsoever?  To  any  evidence  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  Oapitol  ?  No ;  but  to  dooumenta 
dready  in  the  possession  of  the  Honse.  Under 
a  bdief  that  this  individnal  may  have  done 
wroi^  to  the  character  of  the  officer  to  whom 
his  <£argeB  relate,  a  messenger  has  been  de- 

? latched  by  this  House  to  sammon  him  here. 
bat  was  supererogatory,  for  the  Executive  had 
anticipated  this  act  of  the  House,  and,  with 

rt  propriety,  because  that  is  the  branch  of 
Government  to  which  he  is  at  present 
amenable,  transmitted  to  him  instructions  to 
await  Qie  proceedings  of  this  House.  His  prea- 
here,  however,  Mr.  H.  sMd,  was  not  in  the 


preferring  these  accusations  could  have  any  jnst 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  Honse  for  not 
awdting  his  arrival,  he  admitted  it  would  be 
proper  that  they  should  do  so.  But  conld  he^ 
under  all  the  circnmstancea,  have  any  canse  of 
oomplunt  on  thti  score)     Mr.  H.  conceived 

Mr.  WgwrBig,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  he  waa 
unwilling  to  fix  the  time  of  a^jonmmont  at 
present,  it  was  not  from  regard  to  the  accuser, 
whose  charges  had,  from  the  choice  of  the  in- 
dividual himseK^  been  made  from  a  point  dis- 
tant from  the  Capitol,  when  he  might  have 
made  them  here,  bad  be  supposed  it  due  to 
liima^  to  be  present  at  their  Investigation. 
Oertunly,  after  delaying  the  mission  to  Mexico 
for  eighteen  months,  the  Executive  would  have 
had  no  difficidty  in  granting  the  Minister  five 
or  six  days  more  for  that  purpose.  With  re- 
gard to  tiie  interests  of  the  accused,  and  of  the 
oountry,  one  thing  it  was  highly  important  to 
know,  viz :  whether  the  testimony  of  this  indi- 
vidual was  ooustdered  by  the  Committee  of  In- 


rE.] 


ABBIB&MENT  OF  THE 

Jay  of  Aijom  namt. 


Testig&doD  to  be  material  or  noL  This  Eonse 
]iad  no  agency  in  Beading  for  him.  The  war- 
rant was  isaued  antecedent  to  anj  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  this  Hoose  npoQ  thesQDJect.  'We 
are  to  iiifer,  from  the  fact  th&t  the  committee 
Bent  for  him,  that  l£r.  Edwards  is  deemed 
material  witness.  The  committee  had  no  right 
to  send  for  him  unless  his  testimony  was  oon- 
udered  important.  We  have,  therefore,  a  richt 
to  suppose  that  his  testimony  is  material,  he- 
caose  otherwise  he  would  not  have  been  sent 
fiff.  If  his  testimony  is  material,  and  we  ad- 
jonm  before  his  arrival,  the  pnblio  opinion 
will  be,  that  we  have  arrested  the  inveMigS' 
tion  of  hia  ch^ee.  If  that  be  the  only  gses- 
tioD  to  be  decided,  my  mind,  a«id  Ur.  H.,  is 
made  np. 

Ur.  loAHauu,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was 
M  anzioDB  as  any  member  of  the  Honse  conld 
be,  to  leave  this  wretched  place,  and  retam 
home,  if,  contrary  to  his  opimon  of  the  matter, 
a  aense  of  dnty  would  allow  of  an  adjoamment 
as  early  as  was  proposed.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  act  of  oalung  for  Ur.  Edwards  was  not 
the  act  of  thia  House,  and,  further,  that  the 
presence  of  Ihe  accuser  is  not  necessary — and 
that  he  hiruBelf  has  shown  that  it  is  not.  Bnt, 
s^d  Mr.  K.,  we  have  committed  the  investaga- 
tioD  of  this  matter  to  a  committee  composed  of 
gentlemen  esteemed  on  all  sides  of  the  Honse 
ror  their  superior  intelligence  and  onqneBtlon- 
shle  integri^.  That  committee,  in  its  wisdom, 
has  decided,  and,  I  believe,  with  perfect  nnanim- 
ity,  that  Ur.  Edwards  should  be  bronght  before 
them.  It  is  to  be  presumed  there  are  some 
matters  of  fiict  which  he  Is  expected  to  disclose, 
which  make  his  presence  necessary ;  and,  nnljl 
I  hear  to  the  contrary  irom  that  committee,  I 
shall  oppose  my  hmnble  opinion  and  voice 
against  ui  a^onmment  before  Ur.  Edwards's 
arrival.  And  this  view  of  the  case  appeals 
moat  strongly,  not  to  the  friends  of  the  distin- 
guished person  who  stands  acoused  before  us, 
and  ia  so  deIicatA,a  relation  to  this  House  asd 
to  the  nation,  bnt  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. What  will  be  the  consequence  if,  after 
the  solemn  decision  of  oar  committee,  that  it  is 
necessary  Ur.  Edwards  should  be  brought  be- 
fbre  this  House,  we  should  say  his  presence  is 
entirely  unnecessary,  and  that  a  reference  to 
ilocnmentary  testimony  only  is  necessary?  If 
each  be  the  fact,  why  ia  it  not  announced  to  the 
Hoose  from  the  proper  source,  the  committee 
which  sent  for  hi  in  f  It  is  not  announced,  and 
I,  therefore,  presome  that  the  opinion  still  ex- 
ists that  Ur.  Edwards  ought  to  be  here.  And, 
whilst  this  is  the  fact,  we  shall  treat  the  jnst 
claims  of  this  high  officer  (the  fiecretary  of  the 
Treasury)  with  worse  than  scorn  and  contume- 
ly, i^  a^er  having  sent  tor  his  accuser,  we  ad- 
journ before  he  comes,  and  deprive  the  accused 
of  the  opportunity  of  a  full  and  &ir  investiga- 
tion of  these  charges.  On  the  other  band, 
what  have  you  done  t  Have  you  not,  to  a  cer- 
tun  extend  endorsed  these  chai^!  That 
which  never  conld  have  stnok  to  tbe  charaoter 
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red  there,  by 
solemn  act,  in  recognizing  the  claim  oi  then 
charges  to  inveatigationf    And  will  you  aban- 
don the  investigation,  and,  as  far  as  yon  can, 
suffer  the  obloquy  to  remain ) 

Mr.  Aleujideb  Bmtth,  of  Viipnia,  then 
roBe,  and  aaid,  that  he  should  vote  for  adjonm- 
ing  OD  the  SIst  of  the  present  month.  ,  He  cim- 
sidered  the  House  bound  to  allow  a  resBonable 
time  for  the  arrival  of  the  person  whose  attend- 
ance it  had  required.  Public  opinion,  wit!) 
what  justice  he  should  not  say,  would  set  down 
every  individual  of  this  House,  on  one  side  or 
the  other)  in  this  affair,  and  would  attribute 
every  part  of  their  conduct  to  partiality  snd 
design.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Honse,  as  mncb 
as  possible,  to  avoid  giving  occasion  for  euch 
reflections.  It  had  been  objected  that  the  send- 
ing for  Ur.  Edwards  was  only  the  act  of  a  com- 
mittee. Tme  :  but  that  committee  received  its 
anthority  to  send  for  him,  from  this  Honse; 
they  have  reported  their  prooeedings,  in  send- 
ing for  him  to  this  Honse,  and  this  House  has 
transmitted  those  proceedings  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  and  thereby  given  to  the 
act  of  sending  for  him  every  sanction  which 
the  circumstances  would  admit  Tbe  accuser 
had  made  a  variety  of  statements  tn  relstion  to 
the  ofBcer  accused ;  it  was  proper  that  he 
should  be  put  unon  his  oath,  and  cross-exam- 
ined. On  the  wnole,  considering  the  public  in- 
terest, Uie  dimity  of  this  House,  and  the  char- 
acter and  puhlio  Btatdon  of  both  the  individnsla 
concerned,  he  could  not  consent  to  vote  fcr  an 
earlier  day  than  the  Slst  instant. 

Ur.  FoKSTTH,  of  Georpa,  said,  he  enliielj 
concurred  in  the  opimon  that,  granting  all  snffi- 
cient  time  for  the  arrival  and  examination  of 
Ur.  Edwards,  the  Honse  might  be  able  to  ad- 
journ by  the  Tth  day  of  June,  and  be  proposed 
that  day  accordingly.  It  was  due  to  tne  char- 
acter of  this  House  that  it  should  remain  bere 
till  that  tjmej  even  at  great  expense,  and  great 
personal  sacrifice.  He  adverted  to  tbe  neces- 
ty  of  acting  on  this  cose  with  precision  and  cm 
mature  reflection,  that  improper  conclomcDi 
may  not  be  drawn,  as  to  tne  motives  wbidi 
govern  the  House  in  its  course,  by  the  pecfile 
of  the  United  States.  This  memorial  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  said  Ur.  F.,  bears  date  the  eih  of 
April,  and,  by  due  course  of  the  mul,  should 
have  arrived  here  on  the  10th  day  of  that 
month.  The  first  information  which  tbe  Honse 
had  of  the  existence  of  this  packet,  was  on  the 
18th  of  April ;  and,  by  a  singular  coincidence, 
tiiat  was  tiie  very  day  when  the  Senate  fixed 
ion  a  day  for  the  a^onmment  of  the  two 
ouees.  The  House  of  Representatives,  with 
feeling  which  a  sense  of  justice  was  calcu- 
lated to  Inspire,  instituted  a  committee  to  in- 
'estigate  the  subject,  and  clothed  it  with  pow- 
.r  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  On  tiie 
Slst,  a  resolution  was  submitted  by  me,  wbidi 
was  not  agreed  to,  to  communicate  the  fact  to 
the  Esecntive.  On  another  day,  a  nearly  rimi- 
lar  resolution  was  ofiered  by  another  g^tl»- 
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man.  On  Ute  93d,  the  committee  reported  & 
iwrt  of  their  proceedings,  and  advised  this 
HoDBe  tliftt  thej'  had  ordered  the  mesaenger  of 
the  Hoiue  to  pnrsne  Ur.  Edwards,  for  the  por- 
poaa  of  oalling  him  b«fDre  them.  This  messen- 
nr  left  ^e  cit^  of  'W^ashingtoo  on  the  34th. 
To  make  the  greater  speed,  he  paased  bj  Balti- 
mora,  imder  the  absurd  pretext  that  he  was 
luible  to  be  int«rrapted  in  his  joomej  bj  the 
usage  rA  the  stage  ofQoe  ^ving  preference  to 
other  passengers,  as  if  it  were  possible  fur  any 
stage-oiMch  ussee  to  arrest  the  measenger  of 
this  House.  He  went  down  the  river  from 
Wheeling,  and  arrived  at  Louisville  on  the  8d ; 
■id  we  are  now  informed  that  it  is  imposrible 
he  can  arrive  here  befbre  the  4th  of  next 
month.  In  what  ntnation,  sir,  shall  we  be 
placed  if  this  investigation  be  suspended ;  if 
Sie  Honse  adjonms  without  waiting  for  this  in- 
diTidnal  t  What  was  the  object  of  the  addrees 
in  which  the  changes  have  been  preferred  t  To 
defend  the  repntation  of  the  late  Senator  from 
niiDotBl  To  defend  himself  1  Howl  B7  ao- 
eosatioD  of  another  t  It  is  not  worth  while  to 
minoe  matters  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  It  is  tm- 
poasible  for  anj  individnal 

Mr.  TbmBi^  of  £entack7,  here  rose,  with 
permiwion  of  llr.  Fobstth,  to  ezplatn,  that  the 
mewenger  of  the  Honae,  in  going  07  Baltimore, 
hid  a^ed  by  the  advice  of  others  who  knew, 
1^  experience,  that  it  was  the  surest  route,  with 
a  view  to  expedition. 

Mr-  PoBSTTH  disclaimed  anj  intention  to 
blame  the  messenger,  having  no  doubt  he  had 
acted  upon  advice  aaA  information  of  others — 
thH«  oertainlv  was  a  dayloat  bj  bis  tokiiig 
diat  roDte.  Ifr.  F.  resumed  his  argument.  It 
ii  impoaeible,  said  he,  for  an7  member  of  the 
Hooae  to  read  this  address,  to  believe  that  the 
object  of  the  person  making  the  charges  was  to 
poniah  the  individual  charged,  through  the 
igBDC7  of  the  powers  of  this  House.  Mj  own 
imprewona  are,  that  the  individnal  expected 
that  bia  address  would  be  printed,  under  the 
■Deti<»i  of  this  House,  and  that  no  ftirther  no- 
tioe  would  be  taken  of  it ;  and  that  it  would  be 
fibs  fonndation  for  assailing  the  repntation  of 
Hie  individoal  whom  he  accnses,  through  the 
■wning  summer — for  what  purpose,  everrbody 
«an  noderstaiid.  This  object  has  been  disap- 
pobted,  by  the  investigatioii  which  the  House 
ttad  ordered.  Injustice  to  the  individual  whose 
eonduet  ia  assailed — I  speak  not  of  him  as  an 


n  truth,  his  01117  reproach — bnt  of  his  pre- 
ions  to  the  first  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
people — this  investigation  should  be  tollj  proae- 
ented,  nnleea  this  House  means  to  make  itself  a 
party  in  the  projects  of  the  individnal  who  has 
addressed  it.  A  portion  of  the  charges  con- 
taiDed  in  lua  address  have  been  rung  through 
the  conntrf  theae  twelve  months  past,  or  more, 
without  effect.  A  part  of  them  have  been  in- 
TMtigated  in  tiiis  Hall,  to  the  ntter  coofasion 
of  the  Bsaailanta  of  the  Secretarj.    Whid  Is  the 


object  of  the  addresa  which  now  embodies 
themt  Unqneetionably,  to  give  to  them  an 
artificial  importance,  to  put  a  stamp  of  credit 
on  what  had  been  already  condemned  by  the 
people.  And  b7  whom  is  this  Investigation 
carried  onf  I  mean  to  excite  no  unpleasant 
fbeling  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  in  this 
Hall ;  bnt  it  is  proper,  iu  coming  to  the  deter' 
mintUion  which  we  are  to  make  on  the  question 
now  before  us,  that  all  things  should  be  consid- 
ered, which  bear  upon  it  It  is  known  that 
there  were,  at  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
sion, five  individuals  presented  to  this  House  a* 
candidat«s  for  their  favor  and  that  of  the  peo- 
ple, for  the  Presidential  office.  It  is  known 
that  a  majority  of  this  House  is  &vorable  ta 
the  clums  of  the  four  other  oandidat£s  in  op- 
poaition  to  the  claims  of  the  remaining  one. 
It  is  by  this  Honse,  thus  disposed/Uiat  this  in- 
vestigation has  been  instituted.  What  will  be 
the  mference^  if  these  charges  are  left  in  sus- 
pense, by  the  a^jonmment  of  this  House}  I 
ask  gentlemen  to  consider,  what  will  be  the 
eflbct  of  such  a  course  t  I  am  sure,  sir,  that 
there  is  no  member  of  this  Honse  who  is  de- 
sirous to  do  injustice  to  the  Individual  in  ques- 
tion ;  bnt  I  put  it  to  every  member  of  this 
House,  whether  he  does  not  at  least  leave  s 
"loop  to  hang  a  doubt  upon,"  If  he  agrees  by 
his  vote  to  an  adjournment  before  Ur.  Edwards 
arrives.  All  that  is  wanted  is,  that  the  indi- 
vidual sent  for  should  be  brought  here,  and 
questioned — "  What  have  you  more  to  say  t 
What  are  these  defensive  accusations  which 
you  talk  about  as  having  in  reserve )  "  A  sin- 
gle bonr,  after  bis  arrival,  will  soffice  for  bia 
answers  to  these  simple  interrogatories.  It  ia 
due  to  the  nature  of  Oie  subject,  that  we  ahonld 
wait  for  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards.  As  it  ia 
staled,  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  he  may 
be  here  by  the  80th  of  the  month,  and  seven 
days  will  be  sufficient  for  eveiy  possible  allow- 
ance of  time  for  his  examination,  and  a  report 
by  the  committee,  and  decision  by  the  House 
npon  it,  I  am  in  favor  of  fixing  on  the  7th 
June  as  the  day  of  a^oumment. 

Mr,  Cook  said,  it  most  be  p^nfaL  it  oould 
not  but  be  painM,  to  a  dignilSed  aud  enlight- 
ened body,  whose  duty  it  was  most  solemnly  to 
decide  npon  the  morita  of  the  matter  before  the 
committee  of  investigation,  to  see,  npon  an  in- 
cidental discuBfflon  W  this  description,  the  mo- 
tives of  individuals  misrepresented,  and  erro- 
neous etatementa  made,  either  from  improper 
rievfs,  or  because  the  facts  were  not  correctly 
understood.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  swd  he,  has  stated  his  belief  as  to  the 
motive  of  the  individnal  who  lately  transmitted 
an  address  to  thia  House,  which  be  has  ascribed 
to  motives,  at  which,  if  true,  every  honorable 
mind  ongbt  to  revolt.  He  stated,  tiiat  the  me* 
morial  was  presented,  not  with  the  hope  of 
bringing  on  an  investigation,  but  to  have  it 
printed  without  being  investigated.  If  I  have 
misunderstood  the  gentleman,  he  will  correct 
me — [Mr.  Fobszth  said,  the  gentleman  under- 
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■Unds  me  oorrectly.]  I  axa  not  now,  nor  at 
•Dj  other  time,  if  I  can  avoid  it,  abont  to  give 
anj  opiuioa  as  to  the  merits  of  tJiia  oontroTer- 
ej — bat  let  the  language  of  the  memorial  speak 


respectisg  the  illicit  introdactioii  of  alavas  into 
the  United  Btatee,  infonnatjon  called  for  b;  the 
Hoiue  bad  been  withheld,  and  aajs,  in  making 
the  statement,  "I  chaUeuKe  investigation. 
And,  at  the  oondosiou  of  nis  memorial,  he 
aajs,  that,  if  his  cbargea  are  made  in  malloe  or 
in  falaehood,  it  is  a  misdemeanor  that  would 
prove  him  nnworth j  of  the  office  be  holds,  snd 
expressly  invites  the  Secretary,  or  his  friends, 
to  make  the  charge  a^funst  Mm.  Language 
like  this,  said  Mr.  0.,  is  in  direct  repognauce  to 
tlie  idea  that  he  wishes  to  shrink  from  an  in- 
vestigation of  his  chafes,  and  that  be  merely 
wiabed  to  afford  food  for  the  newspapers  dar- 
ing the  recess  of  Congress.  Whether  it  be  tme 
or  not,  I  ask  whether  it  is  proper  for  a  member 
of  tiiis  H011S&  who  is  to  pass  upon  tlus  case  be- 
fore God  and  man,  to  express  so  decided  an 
opinion,  wliioh  womd  go  to  stamp  Lnfamj  upon 
one  of  the  parties  in  this  controversy.  I  ask 
whether  this  is  consistent  with  the  dumified  at- 
titude which  we  onght  to  occupy.  Tlie  hoaor- 
able  gentleman  had  oetter  wait  for  his  opinions 
tmtil  the  report  from  the  committee  be  made, 
for  that  committee,  able  and  boneat  as  he  be- 
lieved them  to  be,  wonld  present  nothing  but 
the  truth  in  their  report.  Then  is  the  time  to 
express  sach  an  opinioii,  if  the  facts  shall  war- 
rant it ;  and,  sorely  as  I  shall  regret  it,  on  ao- 
GOtmt  of  the  particular  relation  in  whioh  I 
■tasd  to  that  individDsl,  let  the  power  of  tmtb 
be  brought  upon  bim — if  it  be  soffideut  to 
omBh  bim,  if  one  to  justice,  and  the  character 
of  the  coimtry,  let  it  be  SO.  I  will  not  under- 
take to  express  an  opinion,  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  Secretary — I  will  wait  nntil  the  facts  shall 
come  in  solemn  form  before  11a — in  that  form 
wbioh  shal)  justify  us  in  expressing  an  opinion 
thereapon,  before  this  House  and  the  nation. 
If  malice  be  provei  let  the  seal  of  reprobation 
be  stamped  upon  uie  author  of  the  address. 
Sincerely  as  I  should  lament  it,  my  duty  to  my- 
self and  to  my  country  would  oblige  me  to  ex- 
press the  truth  upon  the  evidence  before  us. 

Ur.  FoBBTTH  said,  the  genUeman  from  IIH- 
noia  was  not  well  soqD^i4|d  with  the  address, 
or  he  would  not  have  put  upon  it  the  constmo- 
tion  which  he  bad :  for  the  author  of  it  ex- 
pressly says,  after  making  various  charges 
agunat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  "  I  do 
not  ask  for  an  investi^tion  of  his  condnot;" 
ftnd  yet,  with  this  starmg  us  in  the  face,  the 
gentleman  tells  as  that  the  olHect  of  the  address 
was  an  inveetigation  t  'Wheuier  the  opinion  I 
bave  formed  of  the  motives  of  the  addresser  be 
Jnst  or  not  is  for  the  House  and  the  country^  to 
judge.  It  has  been  formed  frvm  a  fkir  and  sim- 
ple view  of  the  facta.  The  concla^on  appears 
to  my  mind,  and  must  be  to  every  prejudiced 
nia^  irresistible.    Whether  I  am  msqusMed 
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by  this  opinion,  forced  upon  me  by  &ots  uni- 
versally known,  from  pateing  opon  this  case,  it 
is  not  for  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to  under- 
take to  determine. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  fixing  on  the 
7th  day  of  June,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  flnt 
day  of  Jane,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  95 

ton. 

The  resolution  was  then  made  blank. 

Hr.  Saundbbs,  of  North  Carolina,  declared 
that  he  had  voted  for  the  latest  day,  and  for 
tiie  1st  Jane ;  but  as  tbe  Hoose  appewed  to  be 
determined  not  to  allow  IJme  for  Hr.  Edwarda 
to  arrive,  be  should  now  voto  for  tbe  earliest 
day  proposed. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Hr.  Camp- 
BKLL,  of  Ohio,  who  proposed  and  advocated  an 
a^oomment  on  the  22d,  and  from  Ur.  Boas,  in 
favor  of  the  STth  Instant,  the  queetion  waa 
taken  on  filling  the  blank  with  tnat  day,  and 
agreed  to,  101  votes  to  78. 

Thus  amended,  the  resolution  was  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Senate,  who  agreed  to  the 
amendment. 

And  then  the  House  amounted. 

WsDmsDAT,  Uay  19. 
Pvraey  in  tKe  Wtit  IndUt. 

Mr.  PorNSBTT,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  "piraciee, 
by  which  our  oommeroe  in  the  ndgbttornood 
of  tbe  island  of  Cuba  has  been  afflicted,"  and  to 
the  "depredations  which  have  been  committed 
on  the  lawful  oommerce  of  the  United  States, 
under  otJier  prelenoee,  and  other  color,  in  the 
neighlwring  island  of  Porto  Rico,"  made  a  n- 
port  tbereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  IdJ  upon 
the  table.    The  report  is  as  follows ; 

That  the  prompt  and  energetic  measareB  adopted 
by  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  theu'  last 
sesuOQ,  Beconded  by  the  zeal  and  ccterp'^  of  th« 
officers  intrusted  with  tbe  command  of  the  light 
squadron  destjoed  to  suppress  piracy  in  the  West 
Indies  and  tbe  Golf  of  Mexico,  have  succeeded  in 
patting  a  atop  to  the  pirades  by  vhich  our  com- 
merce iiad  been  afSicted  in  tbe  neighbocbood  of  the 
Island  of  Cnba,  as  far  >s  a  foreign  force,  unaided  by 
the  public  authorities  of  the  island,  coidd  succeed 
in  accomplishing  this  object. 

These  piracies  had  been  continued  for  Tears,  on* 
det  the  immediate  obaervation  of  the  Government 
of  the  island  of  Cubs,  which,  as  well  as  the  Spanish 
Government,  has  been  repeatedly  and  ineffectually 
required  to  tnppress  them.  Uany  of  (hem  have 
been  committed  by  l>oats,  which  remained  con< 
cealed  in  the  barbers  and  under  the  headland,  as- 
til  they  discovered  their  prey,  which  they  captured, 
plundered,  and  destroyed  upon  the  shores  of  the 
island.  When  parsned  by  a  superior  force,  the  pi- 
rates liave  escaped  to  the  shore )  and  our  command- 
ers have  been  refused  permisaon  to  land  in  pursuit 
of  them,  even  on  the  desert  and  uninhabited  parts 
of  the  island 

It  appears,  from  the  most  respecUble  testimony, 
that  these  atrocions  robberies  were  committed  by 
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peisoDS  w«n  known  in  HaTBua  >nd  in  Beglft,  where 
IbeTv^w  orgwdndfnto  kbaud;  and  thktOtetnf- 
ie  JnthdrplimWwMcuriedon  c^dI;;  mod  that 
IbeT  were  lometiiDM  eoiamitted  bj  Tcneb  equipped 
U  Hbtmm  and  at  Regla;  and  that  tb«7  cantioosl; 
avoided  uc^eiting  Spaniih  Tenela,  but  attacked, 
withoDt  diacmidDatfoii,  tlie  defeocdeas  Teasels  of 
•B  «tlier  nations. 

The  preaent  Captain  Oeneral  of  the  iilaod  of  Gaba 
has  acted  with  great  courtesy  towards  our  com- 
mander and  officers  engaged  on  thle  serrice,  and 
has  co-operated  with  tbem,  by  arresting  the  pirates 
who  had  escaped  to  the  shore,  nor  has  he  com- 
plained when  OUT  officer*  have  foond  It  neeeaaary  to 
pnrsoe  them,  and  t«  break  ap  Uidr  tiaiuta  on  the 
dMeit  and  onfreqnented  keys  that  sanonud  the 
ktand.  la  no  eaM,  howerer,  witlun  onr  knowled^, 
where  mrstea  liaTe  been  seized  by  the  anthorioea 
of  the  uland,  hare  they  been  brongbt  to  that  pan- 
Uunent  tiieir  crimes  merited ;  and  those  who  are 
well  known  to  hwre  fitted  oat  piratical  cmieero,  and 
to  haTe  sold  thdr  {dander  with  the  utmost  nutorie- 
tj,  am  BoJIbred  to  rcmaiD  in  Havana  aod  Regla,  in 
^  nnmolested  enjoyment  of  the  indts  of  their 
Crimea.  Under  these  dronmstances,  the  British  and 
.American  •qaadiona  in  those  seas  ma;  repress  pira- 
cy, to  Ions  aa  they  eonUnne  cruiiing  in  the  neigh- 
borhood <H  the  istand;  bnt  there  la  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that,  on  their  removal,  similar  outrages  on 
oar  commereo  will  be  renewed.  In  the  opinion  of 
ycnr  committee,  [uracy  can  only  be  eOectoaUy  Bup- 
prCMed  by  the  Ooremment  of  ^uio,  and  by  t^e 
antborities  of  the  island  taking  the  necessary  meis- 
nres  to  prcTeot  ^ratical  veasela  or  boats  from  being 
eqnipped  or  saUmg  fh)m  any  part  of  the  island,  and 
to  apprehend  aad  pnnlsh  every  description  of  out- 
kwa,  as  well  those  who  actnilly  conunit  acts  of  pi- 
racy, as  those  who  receive  and  trafflo  in  goods  plon- 
dered  on  the  high  seaa. 

Tbe  commerce  of  the  United  Btates  with  the 
Uand  of  Cuba,  anperior  to  that  with  SpaJn  and  all 
its  other  dependendea,  and  folly  eqaai  to  that  with 
France,  claiina  in  apecnliar  manner  the  protection 
of  OoTCvnment.  The  safety  of  that  commerce  re- 
quire* that  the  GovEnunent  of  Spain  sbonld  be 
■rged  to  adopt  prompt  and  vigorous  meoEurea,  cf- 
fMaaDy  to  suppress  piracy  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Ac  ialaad,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  mititime 
powers  most  interested  In  effecting  this  oltject; 
snd  yonr  committee  are  of  opicion,  that,  for  the 
protection  of  this  important  commerce,  and  of  the 
peisons  and  property  of  our  Mow-citizens,  when  in 
tbe  pom  of  the  island,  the  reddence  of  consuls,  or 
aatlMxixed  commerdal  agents  of  the  United  States, 
St  these  placea,  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  ought 
lobe  inatoudnpon. 

Privateenv  distingidihed  from  piratea  only  by 
OMumnaaa  of  tnoat  equivocal  character,  from 
'^rrr'*''  offleera  whose  authority  to  issue  them  has 
■er^  be«n  shown,  have  been  equipped  In  the  isLud 
tt  Porto  Bico,  and  Itave  committed  oncrsges  and 
depradstiODi  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the 
ehiiens  of  the  United  States ;  outragee,  which  no 
eommiidon  could  divest  of  their  piratical  cbarBcter. 
With  no  other  naval  force  than  a  frigate,  a  brig, 
and  a  sctMOoer,  they  presumed  to  declare  a  blodi- 
tde  of  more  tbiul  twelve  hundred  miles  of  coast. 
To  Ihis  violation  of  all  the  rights  of  neatrality,  tbey 
added  the  absurd  pretension  of  interdicting  the 
peaceable  commerce  of  other  nations  with  dl  the 
porta  of  tlw  e^paoish  Ifain,  t^on  the  pretenoe,  (hat 
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It  had  heretofore  been  forbidden  by  the  Spanish 
colonial  laws;  and,  on  the  strength  of  these  two 
inadmisdble  principleB,  they  issued  commisdoos  in 
the  island  of  Forto  Rico,  to  a  swarm  of  privateers, 
wldch  have  committed  eitenuveandrotnonf!  depre- 
datiotu  npoD  the  lawful  commerce  of  the  United 
Btates.  Frequent  remonstrances  have  been  made^ 
both  to  Spain  and  to  tbe  authorities  of  the  island, 
by  the  Executive,  without  producing  any  effect. 
Daring  the  ls«t  aummer,  a  special  agent  was  seat  to 
Porto  Bico,  to  obtiun  tbe  restitution  of  American 
vessels  captured  by  the  privateers  of  that  island, 
and  to  collect  documentary  evidence  of  the  trials 
and  condemnation  of  others.  To  the  first  demand, 
the  political  chief  referred  the  ^ent  to  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  Sp^  declaring  that  he  coold  not,  withont 
an  open  ioiraction  of  Amdamental  laws,  take  cognf- 
lance  of  causes  legaUy  deteni±ied ;  ttiat  tbe  olB- 
ccm  of  ttiat  province  coold  not  proceed,  bat  by  tba 
express  orders  of  the  Supreme  Qovemmeat,  and  to 
that,  the  United  Stales,  after  the  example  of  Great 
Britain,  must  have  recoorse. 

It  appears  by  the  testimooy  collected  by  lUi 
gentleman,  that  it  had  been  the  practice  of  theat 
privateers,  not  to  send  in  their  pniea  to  tbe  large 
and  frequented  ports,  where  impartial  judges  could 
determine  on  the  validity  of  the  capture,  and  where 
the  captured  could  have  the  means  of  fuilj  defeod- 
ing  their  rights ;  but  to  send  them  into  distant  and 
obscure  seaporiji,  where  the  courts  are  notoriously 
corrupt,  and  where  tbe  captains  and  owners  were 
deprived  of  the  means  of  making  even  statements 
of  their  cases.  There  are  many  metances  of  vessels 
condemned  most  utyustly;  and,  even  where  they 
have  had  the  rare  good  fortune  to  escape  condem- 
nation, their  owners  have  been  subjected  to  ruin> 
ooB  costs  and  charges;  and,  in  some  oases,  before 
the  vessels  have  reached  the  port,  the  oargoes  and 
property  have  been  plundered,  and  the  omoeta  and 
crew  treated  In  a  cruel  and  barbaroul  manner. 

In  San  Juan,  the  principal  town  of  the  island  of 
Porto  Rico,  attempts  have  beeo  made  to  ******'"**t 
the  commerdal  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  ttu 
master  of  a  merchant  vessel,  in  order,  as  they  !>•• 
lieve,  to  prevent  them  from  taking  legal  meaaares 
to  recover  property  onlawfnlly  captured.  Toot 
committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enumerate  tbe 
vessels  that  have  lieea  captured  and  condenmed 
without  the  color  of  justice,  or  to  recapitulate  eaoh 
particular  case  of  barbarous  outrage  coouaitted  up- 
on the  persons  and  property  of  ue  dtiicDS  of  the 
Umted  States,  by  privateers  fitted  ont  in  the  porta 
of  Forto  Bico  1  .outrages,  which.  In  their  oidnioiu 
would  Jiuti^  reprisals  aiid  a  rip>roDs  bloolukde  at 
the  ports  of  that  island.  Toni  committee  forbear 
to  recommend  the  Immediate  adopUcn  of  thorn 
measures,  only  because  the  Ifnister  of  the  United 
States  at  Madrid  has  been  instructed  to  remonstrato 
with  His  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  culpable  n^ect 
of  the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  Island  of  Porto 
Bico,  and  to  require  indemnityfor  the  loasM  sns- 
t^ned  by  the  citiiens  of  tbe  United  States,  from 
the  lawlegg  conduct  of  the  commandecs  of  pri- 
vateers, bearing  His  H^esty's  eommltrion.  l%at 
this  remonstrance  and  demand  was  not  made  etril- 
er,  arose  lioiQ  circomstances  beyond  tbe  control  of 
Government.  The  former  Uinister  had  left  Madrid 
before  his  instructions  on  this  sabject  reached  that 
^aca,  and  the  snbsequent  invasion  of  Spain  by 
France,  and  lbs  conduct  of  the  French  commander 
of  the  blookatfing  squadron  off  Cadli,  retarded  tho 
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arrivkl  of  our  present  Hlnieter.  While  the  comniit- 
tee  adTise,  iLaX  OoTemment  wut  the  remit  of  the 
aego^tioQ  now  pending  at  Uadrid,  or,  u  ill  events, 
the  answer  to  the  remonstrance  of  our  Minister  at 
that  Court,  before  a  resort  is  had  to  reprisals  and 
blockade  ;  tbej  eameetlj  recommend,  that  two  or 
more  small  cruisers  should  be  cooetantlj  kept  oCT 
the  ports  of  Ban  Juan,  and  In  the  Moro  Passage,  so 
M  to  protect  our  commerce,  and  intercept  at  the 
entruice  of  8aa  Juan,  Aguadilla,  Maiaguea,  Cape 
Kooo,  and  Foncs,  American  vessels  luilawiVillj  cap- 
tured bj  Spaniidi  priTaleen;  and,  that  the  com- 
nuuiders  of  the  Dulled  Stetea  Tessela  of  war  be  in- 
•tmcted  to  capture,  and  sand  into  •  poR  of  the 
United  Stales  for  tnal,  an;  priTateer  that  commlla 
an  ontrage  on  tbe  persona,  or  ptundtra  tlw  property, 
of  citizens  of  the  United  StatM,  oq  the  high  mm, 
.whenever  good  and  luffident  tettimon;  of  nob  {d- 
ntioal  act  eta  be  obtained 


On  motion  ot  Ur.  OoirwA.T,  the  bill  "oon- 
oerning  pre-emptioa  rights  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkuiua,"  waa  taken  np,  and  ordered  to  t 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Oookz,  the  Honse  went 
fatto  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Bhznt  in 
Mm  ohur,)  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  mak' 
Ing  appropriation  to  eoable  the  Premdent  of  the 
TTnited  States  to  hold  treaties  with  certain  la- 
di&n  tribes ;  and,  being  reported  without  amend- 
ment, was  ordered  to  a  third  reading." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WiLUAifs,  the  Honse  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Bustoh  in 
the  chair,)  on  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  "fbr 
the  relief  of  Hezeklah  Langlej  and  Benjamin 
If.  Belt,"  and  "for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
UoNidr,  of  ICawmri." 

Frm^  SpolUOioru. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
BelatioDS,  to  'which  have  been  referred  during 
the  preaent  sesrion  sundry  petitions  and  memo- 
rials from  inanrance  companies,  and  from  mer- 
obantA,  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
npon  the  snl^ect  of  spoliations  committed  on 
their  commerce,  on  the  high  seas  as  wdl  as  in 
oeriain  porta,  nnder  the  orders  or  decrees  of 
the  Government  of  France,  subsequent  to  the 
Tear  ISD6,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  was 
bid  np(Hi  the  table.    The  report  is  as  foHows : 

Tbe  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  on  tiie  eev- 
•ral  petitions  of  ArcbUisld  Grade,  Est*  Davis,  Mat- 
thew, Tbraus  S.,  and  Levinns  Clarkaon,  William 
Cli*j,  and  othen,  of  the  Merchants'  and  Insnrance 
Companies  of  PhOadelpUa,  of  the  merohsnta  and 
underwriters  (^  Baltimore,  referred  to  them  bv  the 
Bouse,  report ;  That  the  petitioners  aik  the  mter- 
Tention  of  Confess  for  the  recover  j  of  their  just 
claims  against  France,  for  spoliations  committed, 
and  property  seized  or  destroyed,  under  different 
prcteits,  since  the  year  ]S06.  These  claims  are 
alluded  to  by  the  Pj^dent,  in  his  Message,  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  sesnon  of  Congress,  as  rest- 
ing upon  the  same  principle  with  other  claims 
wMch  have  been  admitted  by  the  French  Qovem- 
ment,  and  are  the  ntijwit  of  the  eoireapondence  of 


tiiB  Minister  of  tbe  United  BUtes  with  the  Freneh 
Government,  commnnlcated  to  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentativet  on  the  Gth  of  Febroary  last.  To  thia 
oorrespondence  tbe  attention  of  the  Honse  Is  in- 
rited,  for  a  ftiU  and  &ir  nndentanding  of  tbe  claime 
of  the  preaent  petitioners,  and  of  the  other  citizena 
of  (he  United  States,  baring  dmilar  demands  ag^nat 
France,  but  who  have  not  joined  in  this  apidicatioa 
for  redress. 

Tbe  committee  have  seen,  with  snrpriae,  that, 
ahhougb  the  attention  of  die  present  Government 
<rf  Fruoe  was  especially  invited  to  this  salidect  io 
1616,  and  baa  be^  repeatedly  recalled  to  it,  sinctt 
that  time,  that  Fiance  has  not  yet  thought  proper 
to  enter  iq>on  the  disemEdon  of  it.  No  other  sn- 
Bwen  have  yet  been  given  to  variona  offldal  com- 
mmtioations  of  tbe  MiDister  of  the  United  States, 
than  those  required  by  the  mere  obligations  of  in- 
ternational CI — ' — 


The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  metsuiea 
Lght  to  be  taken  to  Impress  npon  France  the  ne- 
oesaty  of  an  earl;  and  deOnite  adjustment  ef  this 
subject  I  and  they  would  oSet  such  ueasares  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  if  tbe  hope  was  not 
entertained  that  the  Government  of  France  would 
be  found,  during  the  enining  Summer,  prepared  to 
investigate  it. 

The  committee  are  confident  that  a  &lr  examina- 
tion, entered  Into  with  a  dispodtion  to  do  full  jna- 
tice,  will  be  followed  by  an  arrangement  satisbctorj 
to  ill  parties. 

Tbe  oltdms  of  oar  dtitens  may  be  dirided  into 
four  classes : 

I.  For  property  sequestered. 

S.  For  property  condemned,  regnlariy,  nnder  tlw 
Beriin  and  Milan  decrees. 

S.  For  property  irregnlariy  condemned  under 
the  same  decrees,  including  that  condemned  by 
imperial  mandate,  without  the  interrention  of  any 
jndidal  tribnnaL 

4.  For  property  homed  or  destrojred  at  sea;  k 
portion  of  it  after  the  decrees  anthoniiug  such  de- 
struction had  been  repealed. 

The  first  class  indndeB,  ia  addition  to  other 
property  not  acted  upon  by  the  judicial  trifaunaU, 
the  seiiures  at  Antwerp  in  IBOT,  at  St.  Sebastian  in 
ISOe-'lO,  in  Holland  in  1810,  under  a  secret  artit^ 
of  the  treat;  incorporating  Holland  with  France. 
The  right  of  the  claimants  to  an  immediate  and  full 
indemnity  for  all  propen;  sequestered  and  never 
ooodemoed,  cannot  be  pUoaibl;  contested.  It  was 
put  under  sequestration  by  an  imperial  decree,  on 
Buspidon  that  it  was  English  property,  merely  to 
pve  time  to  ascertain  whether  It  was  English  or 
not.  That  it  was  not  Enj^h,  is  now  well  known 
to  the  Government  of  France.  Had  it  been  Eng- 
lish, It  must  have  been  given  np  or  paid  for,  under 
the  fonrth  artiele  of  the  additional  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  the  80th  M^,  1S14,  between  that  power 
and  Great  Britain.  By  that  artide,  the  parties 
stlpnlale  to  release  all  property  pot  imder  sequee- 
tration  idnce  1199.  If  tbe  property  of  our  citiiena 
seized  at  Antwerp,  St.  Sebastian,  and  in  Holland, 
had  been  what  It  was,  without  the  shadow  of  rev 
son,  alleged  to  be,  payment  would  be  due  for  it  to 
English  owners.  A  singular  spectade  will  be  ex- 
hibited, if  payment  is  denied  when  the  motive  fbr 
tbe  seizure  is  shown  to  have  been  false,  or  should 
J   fine 
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cuDOt  be  Bdrtoeed  by  Franoe,  nnlui  ibe  intanda 

to  iaBtmct  otbec  powers,  that,  in  all  iHiture  wan  in 
whkb  she  may  be  engiged  with  b  formidable  tival, 
it  win  be  mora  pradent  to  be  her  enem;  thaa  her 
fiieiid.  Kor  eui  the  committee  uidcipate  mj 
gnwnda  npoD  wluch  a  deoidoa  onfaTorable  to  the 
other  claims  embraced  In  the  other  three  enoiner- 
Bled  rliwM,  can  be  jiutl;  made,  reatioK  u  Che;  ob- 
nood;  do  npoa  the  immatable  bases  ot  jartia 
■H&ullaw. 

A  doe  regard  to  those  relations  of  amit;  that 
hsTB  enr  noited  this  GoTemment  with  France,  to 
the  st^nbttona  of  her  b^aty  with  us,  to  her  char- 
ader  for  liberal  jnatice  to  foreign  claimants,  will 
doubtless  induce  the  GoTemmeiit  of  that  country 
to  B^ust  those  daima  whenever  the;  are  &irly 
wssdered. 

tJader  the  hope  and  eipeotation  that  attenUon 
wiB  be  pTen  to  this  interesting  iotgeet  bj  Franco, 
prior  to  the  next  teealon  of  Oongreaa,  the  com- 
mitlee,  withoat  asking  to  be  diicharj;ed  from  the 
Airther  conaderadon  of  the  several  petitions  refer- 
ltd  to  them,  reeonmend  to  the  Houae  the  foUow- 
ing  reaotnlion : 

Baolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  nqoested  to  lay  before  the  House,  at  tbe  next 
■eaoon,  as  early  is  the  pobUe  interest  will  per 

tbe  eamapoiideiica  which  may  be  held  with  

Gorenuaent  of  France,  prior  to  that  time,  on  the 
nbjeet  of  injuries  sustained  by  oiliiens  of  the 
roiled  States  since  the  year  1806. 

livde  with  Mtstiean  JProtiiuM, 

Tbe  fbllowing  Message  was  received  from  Hie 
PuanuiT  or  thb  UimBD  Statu,  tus  ; 
T>  Oi  Smae  of  Repnuntatita  of  Iht  Unittd  State*  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
BepreaenlMives,  of  the  13th  Instant,  reqaeatiog  the 
Pioidenl  to  comniuuicate  any  information  he  may 
poausi,  ia  relation  to  the  intercourse  and  trade 
i>ojt  carried  on  between  the  people  of  the  United 
Btila  (and,  particularly,  the  peoiJe  of  the  State  of 
Miwouri)  and  tbe  Meilcan  provincea ;  how  and  by 
what  route  that  trade  or  inlercourso  ia  carried  on; 
In  what  it  consisU,  the  distances,  &c. ;  the  nations 
of  Id^us  through  which  it  passes ;  their  disposi- 
tiod,  whether  pacifio  or  oUierwise ;  the  adrantages 
Molting,  or  lihely  to  result  from  tliat  trade  or  in- 
(biwuisc  ;  I  herewith  transmit  a  communication 
Inim  ihe  Department  of  Stale,  which  contains  all 
^  information  which  has  yet  been  collected  in  re- 
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Won  te  those  solgectB. 
Kit  Sj,  IBM. 

The  said  Heesage  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the 
U>le.    The  otmununioatiou  is  as  follows : 

WxmniOTOH  Crrr,  AprU  %'!,  1BS4. 

&i :  Fermit  me,  through  jon,  to  commontcate  to 
Ua  EiceDency  the  President  of  the  United  SUt^ 
ba  following  ideas ;  irom  wUch,  If  circumstancea 
^eald  allow  of  their  going  into  operation,  much 
good  might,  perhaps,  resnlt  to  the  younff  and  en- 
Urpciong  of  the  West,  as  well  as  to  the  nation 
gBMnay.  I  mean  the  interpodtion  of  the  General 
wnenunent,  for  the  protection  of  ao  Intercanrse 
J«"een  tiie  citiiens  of  the  United  SUtes  and  the 
hhibiiants  aC  the  Korthem  and  Eastern  parts  of 
Meiica.  This  intercourse  has  been,  on  a  small 
Kile,  attempted  by  a  few  brare  and  enterprising  { 


men  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  but  with  mooh  risk 
of  lires  and  property.  The  latter,  they  hate  fre- 
quently been  robbed  of  by  the  Indians.  These 
evils  can  only  be  prarented  by  means  of  a  negotia- 
tion, to  be  opened  by  the  Geneial  Oovemment, 
with  the  Indians,  throogh  whioh  the  roato  would 
pass,  from  a  fkrorable  point  on  the  Missouri  BiTer 
to  Santa  Fe.  The  Indians  should  be  made  respon- 
sib^  for  depredations  committed  on  citiiens  of  tbe 
United  Butes,  as  on  dtixeos  of  the  Beptlblio  ot 
Mexico  vidting  the  United  States. 

The  beneBts  which  would  result  from  a  ssfe 
intercourse  betweea  the  United  States  and  those 
parts  of  Mexico,  it  might  be  conradered  preluiap- 
tion  In  me  to  comment  on.  Ite  many  important 
advantages  will  be  obiious  to  the  Judgment  of 
those  much  more  oapable  of  doing  jostice  to  tha 
subject  than  myself.  I  will  therefore  submit  It 
with  the  following  few  remarks : 

ist.  A  safe  intercourse  between  the  citiiens  of 
this  Govemment  and  the  Horthem  and  Eastern 
parts  of  the  Mexican  dominions,  will  awaken  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  latter  to  the  blessings  of  a  repnb- 
lican  system  of  OoTernment ;  blessings  which  the 
American  people  wish  all  nations  to  ei^oy,  and  tha 
value  of  which  will  be  more  deeply  impressed  on 
tbe  minds  of  strangers  by  an  eiperunental  knowl- 
edge of  our  ei^oyments. 

Sdly.  Many  advantages  will  flow  from  tha  oem- 
merce  to  which  the  establishment  of  a  safe  inter- 
course wtO  naturally  lead ;  and  many  of  the  pro- 
ductions and  mana&ctnres  of  oar  country  win  be 
exchanged  for  ^ver,  mules,  horses,  and  other  arti- 
cles, in  demand  with  us. 

Sdly.  The  establishment  and  protection  of  saft 
intercourse  would  not  only  essentially  benefit  Uw 
people  of  the  two  Oovemmenta,  but  would  be  at- 
tended with  a  beneficial  result  as  it  relates  to  the 
Indian  nations,  tbrongh  which  tbe  communication 
would  pass,  and  those  bordering  on  them.  S<nne 
of  these  nations  yet  know  little  of  the  American 
character.  The  most  effectual  mode  of  maintain- 
ing friendship  with  the  Indians,  is  to  hnprea  them 
with  a  deep  sense  of  your  superiority.  This,  when 
judiciously  attended  Co,  does  not  require  a  great 
expense;  and  the  saving  of  much  blood  will  un- 

Siestionably  result  from  a  timely  inteiposition  oa 
e  part  of  the  Government, 

4taly.  A  portion  of  the  Western  people  hsve 
been  in  the  habit  of  hunting  and  trapping  for  a  liv- 
ing ;  should  tbe  privilege  be  denied  them  of  follow- 
ing their  pursuits  in  the  Indian  country,  they  will 
seek  other  employments.  All  cannot  be  engaged 
In  the  Indian  trade,  and  some  will  extend  their 
enterprises  into  the  Mexican  domioioos.  These, 
If  not  protected  by  Government,  they  will  haurd 
at  tbeir  own  rieli ;  difficulties  with  the  Indians  wiU 
inevlubly  follow ;  and  a  train  of  misohleTOua  con- 
sequences can  alone  be  prevented  by  laying  of  the 
foundation,  on  the  part  of  tbe  General  GoTemmeot, 
of  a  proper  nnderstendlng  with  them. 

fithly.  The  city  of  Mexico  Is  dCuated  at  so  great 
a  distance  from  the  Northern  and  Eastern  linuU  of 
the  Bepublic,  that  a  safe  and  harmonious  intet^ 
course  cannot  be  opened  and  m^ntained  without 
the  establishment  of  an  agency  at  Santa  Fe,  in 
strict  subordination,  to  the  Government  at  Wash- 
ington, and  the  American  Minister  at  Mexico. 

Such  an  agent  would  have  much  in  his  power 
towards  producing  and  maintaining  the  proper 
friendly    understanding    between    Oie    Amerioan 
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people  and  the  citiieiu  of  Ueiico,  aa  well  as  with 
the  jiumeroua  Indlui  n&tions.  This  a^ent  would 
be  eitremely  oseM  to  the  Government,  in  keeping 
■  coDslant  conunuuicBtioD  of  the  state  of  afbin  in 
that  section  of  the  country  vith  the  OoTernment  at 
home,  as  well  aa  with  the  American  Mlniater  at  the 
dt;  of  Heiieo.  Sncli  an  sgeot  ought  to  have  the 
charge,  in  a  certidn  degree,  of  the  Indiaiu  border- 
ing on  the  Mexican  Bepublio. 

ethlf .  The  route  in  contemplatiort  iroold  pMi 
through  «  healthy  country,  and  would  he  attended 
trith  many  iaoillLeB,  too  niuneroaB  at  present  to  de- 
taiL  Those  who  would  not  hare  the  means  of  Tis- 
tting  Mexico  In  a  more  eipeiudie  mode,  could  par- 
me  thb  route  with  little  comparative  coat. 

The  eetabliihment,  the  encoaraeement,  and  the 
protection  of  this  intercourse  will  be,  I  have  no 
doubt,  cheerfully  met  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican 
OoTermnent;  and,  with  the  means  thus  afforded 
tliem,  the  day  will  rapidly  approach  when  the  peo- 
ple of  that  country  will  beoome  genuine,  orderiy, 
•nd  patriotic  Bapublicans. 

Bespeotfully,  I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  fto. 

A.  MoHAIB. 

Hon.  1.  Q.  Asma,  8»cr*tary  o/Slatt. 


EiptTi  on  tit  Addnm  ^Nmian  Edmordt, 

Ur.  LmiraeToir,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  19tli  of  April  ultimo,  on  an  ad- 
areas  or  memorial  of  Niniau  Edwards,  prefer- 
ring certain  charges  agaiiist  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

[The  raport  la  In  gnat  ddtill,  ooTsring  erery  point  praeant- 
•d  In  the  ■■  Addrtat,"  and  noDdndlDg  with  a  lepanta  annrar 
to  «Boh  oribe  six  aumuatloni  prsaented.  Thli  oonoliulon 
IsuibUowc] 

Beferting  to  what  has  been  said  In  the  introdoc- 
tion  to  this  report,  and  repeating  that  Mr.  Edwards 
has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  aupporting  bis 
charges,  by  his  presence  and  testimony,  the  result 
of  the  ficts  which  have  appeared  to  tbe  oommittee, 
thus  far,  in  this  investigation,  and  of  their  deduc- 
tions from  them,  when  applied  to  the  recapitulation 
of  charges,  as  stated  at  tne  end  of  the  Address,  is — 

Krsl.  ^tat  the  evidence  referred  to,  and  eiam- 
\  Ined,  does  not  support  the.  charge  of  having  mis- 
managed the  public  funds. 

Second.  That  the  nncnrrenl  notes,  mentioned  in 
the  second  charge,  appear,  by  evidence  satisfactory 
to  the  committee,  to  have  been  received  and  de- 
posited by  the  public  receivers,  atatime  when  they 
were  receivable  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
181S.  That,  in  theprindpalcase,  that  of  the  Bank 
of  Hinouri,  the  bank  did  not  make  itself  respansble 
fhr  such  notes  as  cash,  and  therefore  the  Secretary 
was  bound  to  receive  them  &om  the  bank ;  that, 
although  tbe  banks  of  Tombiebeeand  EdwardsvUle 
were  haUe  to  account  for  such  deposits  as  cash,  if 
the  constraction  which  the  committee  g^ves  to  their 
oontraeta  be  correct,  yet,  that  both  the  Secretary 
and  the  banks  expressed  a  different  opinice  as  to 
the  meaning  of  taoBC  contracts,  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary, ht  rec^ving  fliteen  thousand  dollars  &om  the 
one,  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  iVom  the  other,  of 
those  banks,  appears  to  have  acted  according  to 
what  he  supposed  to  be  the  rights  of  the  parties, 
and  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  interest  <tf  the 


United  Btatea,  under  the  drcnmMaucca  which  then 

Third.  That  no  intendonal  misstatement  has  been 
made  to  the  House,  of  the  amount  of  uncnrrent  hilld 
received  &om  the  banks;  altbouKh  a  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  dollua  of  such  bills  was  omitted 
through  mistake. 

Fourth.  That,  althongh  the  Secretary  may  have 
misconstrued  the  efiect  of  some  of  the  contracte 
with  the  banka  to  the  extent  before  mentioned,  the 
oommittee  find  no  grounds  for  the  charge  that  he 
has  misrepresented  tiient,  inasmuch  as  the  contract* 
themselves  were  submitted,  with  his  report,  to  the 

nilh.  That  the  Becratarjr  iSA  omit  to  eonunnni- 
cate  to  Congress  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  direct 
the  deposit  of  public  moneys  in  the  three  local 
banks  of  Chillicolhe,  (Hncinnati,  and  Louisville, 
where  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  bmnchea, 
but  there  is  no  reason  for  snppodDR  that  any  con- 
cealment was  intended,  or  that  tne  omission  waa 
occadoned  by  dedgn. 

Oxth.  That  in  some  Instances,  papers  called  for 
by  resolntionE  of  tlie  House,  have  not  been  com- 
municated with  other  papers  sent  in  answer  to  such 
calls,  but  that  tbeee  ondwons  have  happened  either 
from  acddent,  or  from  a  belief  that  the  papers  ao 
omitted  were  immaterial  or  notcalled  Ibr;  and  tliat 
there  ia  no  evidence  that  any  document  or  infor- 
mation has  been  withheld  from  improper  motives. 

Baving  already  expressed  the  opinion  that  this 
Investigation  ooght  not  to  be  terminated,  until  the 
person  preferring  the  charges  shall  have  been  ex- 
amined, and  regretting  the  circumstances  which 
render  sncb  an  examination  impracticable  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  and  tbiokiog  that 
Mr.  Edwards  may  be  expected  at  Washington  with- 
in a  few  dajs,  the  committee  feel  it  their  duty  to 
recommend  to  the  House  that  they  be  required  to 
rit  after  the  adjournment,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
his  examination,  if  an  opportnnity  shall  be  pre- 

Mr.  LiTiNsBToK  moved  that  the  report  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed, 

Ur.  FoBSTTB  doped  that  a  copy  wonld  be 
sent,  by  order  of  the  Eonae,  to  the  Freeident  of 
the  United  Btatea. 

The  question  was  divided,  and  being  first  put 
onkying  tbe  report  on  the  table,  it  was  oonied. 

Mr.  Cook  expressed  an  intentdon  to  address 
tbe  House,  should  the  report  be  called  np  for 
oonsideradon,  and  hoped  it  wonld  be  printed  fn 

Tbe  question  on  printing  was  then  put,  and 
carried. 
Mr.  LrvisoBTOs  then  offered,  by  direction  of 

the  committee,  the  following : 

"  Ordend,  That  the  comniittee,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred tbe  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  be  reqidred 
to  sit  alter  the  adjournment  of  the  Hoone,  for  such 
time  ae  shall  be  necessary,  in  their  judgment,  for 
further  eiaminallon ;  ttiat  any  additional  report 
wiilch  may  be  made  bv  them,  l)e  filed  In  tbe  office 
of  the  CLerk  of  the  House ;  and  that  any  three 
members  of  the  committee  he  a  quorum  for  the 
transactloD  ofbunness." 

Mr.  WiLUAHB  wished  that  the  restJotdon 
shonld  be  soffered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  gns 
day. 
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Kr.  Tatlob  hoped  that  the  HooBe  was  pre- 
pind  to  act  on  the  reeolntioa  withoat  delaj. 

Hr.  MoDuFra  moved  to  h,j  it  on  the  table 
■od,  the  question  b^ag  pnt,  It  was  oanied— 

Ifr.  FoBBTTH  then  moTsd  that  a  00117  of  this 
imgtyrt  betnuumitted  bj  th«  Olerk  of  thu  Hooae 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  ob- 
■Mred-that  the  aame  oonrtesr  which  had  dic- 
tated the  former  oommnnloatloD,  when  the  me- 
morial wa*  ^eMnted,  and  the  committee  had 
MDt  (iw  Mr.  £dwsrdi^  was  proper  OD  the  present 


JCr.  W^wTTB  said,  that,  with  great  deference 
to  the  ItoQorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  it 
q^wared  to  him  that,  when  the  reeolation  pro- 
posed in  the  report  of  the  oommittee  Hhonld  be 
adopted,  it  woold  than  be  proper  to  make  Booh 
aommoniaation,  btit  not  in  the  present  stage  of 
ptoraeding. 

Ur.  FosaTTH  then  moved  to  la;  the  reeoln- 
tfaxn  he  offered  on  the  table,  till  the  determina- 
laOD  of  the  Hodbc  with  reepeot  to  that  reported 
hj  the  committee  ahonld  be  known. — Agreed  to. 
WtrisntBmatdary  oj  th»  Ttrritorji  <tfAriaatat. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Ooswat,  the  Hoom,  In  Oom> 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  (Ur.  Sbabfs  in  the  chair,) 
eoDsidered  the  bill  to  fix  the  weatem  bonndaiy 
line  of  the  Tenitorj  of  Arkansas. 

On  this  bill  an  animated  debate  of  eondder- 
•Ue  extent  aroee,  in  which  Mr.  Bumi  oppoHed 
the  extansioa  of  tbo  present  bonndarj  of  that 
Territotj,  as  violating  the  im>Ttalon  of  Indian 
treaties  M  givinK  an  unnt^wT  size  to  the  ftatnre 
Btate  iQto  which  thla  TtrAtMj  will  soon  be 
fcrmed.  He  denied  the  right  of  the  settlara  to 
the  lands  titej  oconpied,  and  contended  that  that 
TeRitarj  oogbt  to  aSbrd  a  resting-plaoo  to  the 
Indiana  firan  the  eastern  side  rf  uie  Ifiialirippi, 

Mr.  OoKVAT  remonstrated  with  wannth 
igaiiMt  far^  thontand  Ohootaw  Indians  tamed 
k  amoag  the  settlements  of  Arkansas,  to  torn 
ont  tboM  who  had  rabdoed  the  irilderness,  and 
ware  Mimxuided  with  improronenta^  the  fniit 
«f  thdr  own  labc^  fields,  mlQa,  cotton  &(^riea, 
ffistOtofea,  fto.  He  ocmtended  that  the  limits 
of  the  Territory  shonld  be  removed  fiuther  to 
the  west,  to  allow  room  for  these  Indiana 
having  a  aeparate  home  ttom  the  whiter  &o., 
nd  to  pve  strength  to  Arkansas  as  a  fWore 
frontierBtata. 

Ur.  Wood  made  some  remarks  in  <^poiition 
Id  the  bin. 

ICr.  CoxwAX  explained. 

Ur.  Olat  advo(»ted  the  passage  of  the  bill — 
reprasonted  the  hardships  ttf  the  aronmalanoea 
at  the  settlers— oonsidered  the  new  Territories 
as  TonDger  dan^ters  in  the  oommon  federative 
baSly,  and,  as  snob,  entitled  to  an  Indulgent  pol- 
icy— denied  that  the  stie  of  the  Territory  most 
neoessarily  goyem  the  aise  of  the  ftatnre  State 
to  be  formed  ont  of  it,  and  even  if  it  did,  lie 
'  arged  the  policy  of  ""glng  Arkanaas  a  strong 
frontier  Statei    The  bill  only  asks  the  Indians 


to  consent  to  remove  the  line  farther  west,  and 
does  not  violate  any  treaty.  It  had  received 
the  deliberate  condderation  of  the  Senate,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  pass  tliis  Honse. 

Mr.  Babkih  r^oined.  If  this  exten^on  of  tbe 
limits  be  allowed,  the  whole  moat  be  received 
as  a  State^  or  a  small  seotjon  of  its  weetern  part 
most  remain  (probably  forever)  a  Territory,  or 
else  the  Indians  most  be  driven  still  farther  west; 

Mr.  Olat  responded.  If  Loaisiaua  was  not  aa 
large  as  the  genQeman  oonld  wish,  it  was  an  ar- 
gnment  rather  for  than  against  this  bill.  He 
^fr.  0.)  had  opposed  the  treaty  by  which  Texas 
was  ceded,  and  Louisiana  conseqaently  rednoed 
in  extent.  If  Loniaiana  was  comparatively  weak, 
the  greater  need  that  the  ac^oiniiig  frontier  State 
sboold  be  a  strong  one. 

The  debate  was  ftirtber  oontinned  by  }ii. 
WoODj  Ur.  F.  Jomraos,  and  Ur.  Isa<k8,  when  the 
oommittee  roae,  and  reported  tbe  biU  to  the 
Honse ;  and,  the  qnestion  being  pnt  on  tta  final 
passage,  it  was  decoded  in  the  oegativfr— ayes  SS, 
noes  66. 

And  th«ii  the  Honae  a^onmed. 

WxDBUDAY,  May  SO. 
Wtttem  Boundary  of  tAd  TsrrUory  i^Arbtntat. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Ur.  Ross,  that  the 
Sense  do  reoondder  the  vote,  taken  yesterday, 
on  tbe  qnestioD,  "  Shall  the  bill  from  the  Suiate^ 
entitled  'An  a!ot  to  fix  the  western  boondaij 
line  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other 
porpoeee,'  be  read  a  third  timet"  and  on  tbe 
qnestion.  "  Will  the  Hoose  reconsider  the  said 
vote  f  it  paased  in  the  affirmative. 

The  qnestion  was  again  pnt,  "  Shalt  the  bill  be 
read  atnird  time  r*  and  paMed  in  the  affirmative. 
To4^  was  then  assigned  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  said  biH  The  Dill  was,  aooordinsiy,  read 
a  third  time.  And,  on  the  qnestion,  '' SbsU  it 
paast"  it  paved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  70,  nays 
SB,asfbllow9: 

TiAS. — UeMt*.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of 
VlrginlB,  Alexander  of  Teonessee,  J.  S.  Barbour, 
Breck,  Brent,  Bockuer,  Cocke,  Condlct,  Cook, 
OnUg,  Cnshman,  nndlaj,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecti- 
oua.  Forward,  Harris,  Beiuy,  Holcombe,  Houston, 
In^um,  lucks,  Jenkins,  Jeunings,  F.  Johnson, 
Kent,  ^dder,  Kramer,  Lawrence,  LefMcti,  Litch- 
field, Little,  Uvermore,  Livingston,  UcArthur, 
UoDuffie,  UcKim,  Uartindile,  HetcKlfe,  Mitchell  of 
PennsyWiida,  Hltohell  of  Marflond,  Uoore  of  Ken- 
tncky,  HeAle,  Pstterson  of  Pennsjlvuiia,  Pattersoa 
of  Ohio,  Ftomer  of  Pennajlvanls,  Rejnolds,  Kich- 
ards,  Bich,  Rose,  Bon,  Scott,  Slouie,  Slandefer,  A. 
Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Tiylar,  Teat,  Udree,  Van 
Wyok,  Warfleld,  Williams  of  Korth  Carolina,  Jamea 


Foote  of  New  Tork,  Fonvtb,  Frost,  Gsth'u,  Gist, 
GurUj,  HiU,  Hamilloo,  Harvey,  Harden,  Hobait, 
"      iboom.  Hooks,  Lee,  Lincoln,  MoCoy,  HcEee, 

me  of  Delaware,  Matlack,  Kalson,  Uoore  of 

Ai.hmmn,  HelsoD,  Kewtoo,  Plnmer  of  Maw  BamiH 
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er  of  Soum  Carolina,  Ysnca  of  Narui  Caroliu, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  WebsWr,  Whipple,  Wliitman,  Wil- 
lianu  of  TlrgioJa,  WUeoD  of  South  Carolina,  Wood, 
Md  Wright. 

Com  <if  ^nian  Edward. 

Vi.  IjTiNasTOM  moved  for  the  oonaideratdon 
oftbe  resolation  reported  yesterday  by  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  loreetigatioii  in  the  case  of  Nmiaii 
Edwards.    Carried— ayes  83,  noes  88, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LirmasTOK,  the  reeolre 
mie  amended  so  as  to  direct  that  the  Clerk 
canae  the  final  report  of  the  committee  to  be 
printed,  and  traoamit  a  oopy  to  eocli  member  of 
the  Home. 

The  qneation  tliea  reonrring  on  the  rewdntion 
W  amended — 

Farther  debate  took  plaoe.  In  the  oonne  uf 
it,  Ur.  A,  Smtth  moved  to  1^  the  reaolve  oQ 
the  table;  which  motion  waa  negatived— ayee 
4a^oee  OS. 

The  qaeetioD  bdoK  pnt  on  the  resolnlian  as 
■mended,  it  was  decided  in  the  afBnnative — 
syes74. 

So  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 
Claim  of 


"Jietohtd,  That  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United 
Statea  be  requested  to  iTail  himself  of  all  the  means 
in  hil  power,  to  ascertain  vhether  any  farther  evi- 
dence can  be  obtained  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
tiie  hein  of  Baron  de  Beanmarchais ;  and  that.  If 
any  inch  evidence  shall  be  obtained,  that  hs  com- 
municate the  same  to  this  House,  at  an  early  period 
In  tbe  next  eession." 

Ur.  UoDnniB  stated  the  reaBona  in  favor 
of  the  above  resolntion;  the  prindpal  of 
which  was,  a  wish  to  ahow  the  French 
Government  that  this  oonntry  is  dispoeed  to 
do  Jnetioe  in  the  case  of  the  Beanmarohais 
oUim. 

Ur.  FofiSTTH  stated  that  it  fbrmed  a  part  of 
Uw  instmotiona  of  onr  tGniater  to  France,  to 
negotiate  on  all  Just  claims  of  dtizeoi  of  the 
two  nations  against  eaoh  other's  Government, 
which  iocladed  this  case,  and  that  this  propor- 
tion was  therefore  nnneceeaary. 

Ur.  UoDuFFiB  though^  that,  iboof^  this  was 
tme,  yet  it  was  eipedient  to  adopt  the  reso- 
Intioo,  to  prevent  miatsken  impreemona,  which 
might  be  produced  by  the  late  vote  of  this 


>e  produ 
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Thubshit,  Uay  27. 
Com  of  ^tnian  Edteardi. 
Ur.  Tati.ob  then  rose,  and  said,  that  it  had 
yesterday  been  decided  that  three  members  of 
the  Committee  of  Investigation,  in  the  case  of 
Ur.  Ninlan  Edwards,  should  not  be  a  qnorom  of 
that  oommittee.  He  had  nnderstooa  that  one 
of  the  members  of  that  committee  had  left  the 
United  States,  and  that  another  waa  go^home 


to  hia  reudenoe  in  Alabama.  It  waa  very 
desirable  that  the  oommittee  shoold  be  filled 
np ;  and,  with  a  view  to  that  otject,  be  moved 
that  two  membeiH  be  added  to  tlie  commit- 
tee, to  snpply  the  place  of  the  two  members 
absent  t 

Ur.  TiTLOR  moved  that  the  Clerk,  OQ  ths 
order  of  the  ohairman  of  tbe  committee,  pej 
witneesee  who  may  attend  the  Committee  of 
Investigation,  the  nsoal  allowouoe  per  lUem  for 
their  attendance.    Afreed  to. 

Ur.  Tatiab  moved  the  following: 

"  lliat  a  conmJttee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  jointly  villi  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  th« 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  notify  bim  that 
unless  he  niay  have  other  commuaications  te  maka 
to  the  two  Eooaea  of  Congresa,  they  are  ready  to 
a^joDm." 

Alter  a  short  time, 

Ur.  Tatlob,  from  the  Joint  Committee,  ap- 
pointed te  wait  on  the  Preeiden^  reported  that 
thej  had  performed  that  doty,  and  that  the 
Preadent  had  informed  them  that  he  had  no 
farther  commnnication  to  make  to  Congress. 

Orthred,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate te  inform  them  that  this  House,  having 
completed  the  bosinesa  before  them,  are  ready 
to  dose  the  present  session  of  Congress  by  aa 
a^oummeot  on  thdr  part,  and  that  the  C^erk 
go  with  the  said  message. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Fooi,  of  Goimeoticat,  th« 
Hoose  was  then  a^ionmed  by  the  Sfkakks  tiD 
the  first  Uouday  of  December  next. 


The  select  committee,  (of  the  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
tiTee,)  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial,  or 
address,  of  NInian  Edwards,  having,  In  obedience 

'    resolution  of  the  House  of  Representadve^ 


Slst  day  of  June,  have  agreed  on  the  following 

[The  report  shows  that  the  whole  ease  bad  beea 
gone  over  again  in  the  presence  of  Hr.  Edward^ 
and  a  fuU  hearing  had  of  all  tliat  liia  testimony 
presented,  or  that  he  himself  chose  to  rabmh  in 
writing ;  and  then  oonclades  with  the  mianfmous  r^ 
ileradon  of  the  ptdnt  arrived  at  in  the  fiisl  report. 
The  following  is  tliis  condudon ;] 

The  coDunittee  do  not  deem  It  necessary  to  ex- 
tend their  report,  by  protracted  obserradona  on 
the  various  parts  of  the  evidence,  as  the  whole  is 
submitted  to  the  House.  They  coolent  themselves 
with  saying,  that,  in  their  opinion,  nothing  baa  been 
proved  to  Impeach  Che  integrity  of  tbe  Secretary, 
or  to  bring  into  donbt  the  general  correctness  and 
ability  of  nls  adminiEtratiou  of  the  pablic  Snancea. 
To  ttus  point,  as  the  main  object  of  the  inquin, 
the  chief  attention  of  tbe  committee  has  been  6i- 
reeled;  and  they  have  coma  to  the  result,  which 
has  DOW  been  stated,  with  tbe  unanimous  concur  ' 
rence  of  the  members  preerat.    OUier  pdnts  ttuM 
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ut,  at  leM  ifflporUiuM,  but  which  ma;,  n«Terthe- 
Ihb,  b«  nppoaed  not  to  have  escaped  cODtJderalloii 
bf  the  camnilttee.  llieH),  however,  under  all  the 
cbemMtancea,  tbej  hare  tbonght  It  proper  to  leave, 
vttiwttt  observation,  lo  the  li^t  In  whleh  the;  are 
I<ao«d  bf  tbe  erideno«. 


DBBATES  OP  OONOSHaB. 

Oata  ^  Nitim  Edieardi. 


[The  eommittee  reported  the  whole  of  the  teeti- 
mon;  takeo,  among  the  mat,  that  of  Senator  Nobli 
of  Indaoa;  of  which  the  foUoiring  i«  a  part:] 

Q.  Have  jdu  had  an;  oonvereaUou  with  Gav- 
Bmor  Edwai^  concemins  >&-  Crawftird**  manage- 
ment of  the  Western  banki,  and  concerning  hia  au- 
thorriitp  of  the  A.  B.  letters  f 

A.  1  hare ;  and  It  waa  introdoced  bv  hlmielC 

Q.  State  that  conversation,  with  the  time  and 


A.  The  pr«dse  daj  t  cannot  recoUeet;  it 
ftMnf  hii  DomiiwtloD  Bade  b;  (he  Pnrident  of 
the  UnUAd  Stales  to  the  Beute,  u  Unister  to  Hei- 
ieo;  and  it  was  alter  the  Slat  or  SSd  of  Febroaiy 
bM.  I  make  thii  itatement  &om  the  (act,  that  on 
Ibeaislor  SidofFebroarj,  I«enttoUri.Qiieeii's 
to  board,  where  Governor  Edwarda  resided,  and 
thi*  conversation  was  allei  I  went  there.  He  stated 
that  be  was  abont  to  be  altaclced  in  the  Senate  of 
the  nnit«d  States  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  his 

'---'-m;  that  party  and  polllical  spirit 

t  he  onderstood  thai 


Dderstood  that  charges  would  be 
. .......  ..?..   _   ^^^^ 


hlfch:  that  h 
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tmar  Edwards  that  lie  well  knew,  according  lo  the 
niks  of  that  bodj,  while  on  Execative  badness, 
■ecrsc;  wm  rsqtdwd;  that  I  was  not  at  Ubert;  to 
mentkn  an;  oconnenee,  or  tbe  remark  of  a  dngle 
member,  excepting  sofiuBsrelated to  mjselfi  that 
I WM  not  governed  b;  part;  or  political  feelings  or 
Botivea;  that  I  adb^«d  to  the  expreanon  made 
Me  of  b;  Jefferson — and  the  onl;  inquir;  with  me 
was,  la  he  capable,  and  Is  lie  honest  T  Governor 
ldw>rds  then  remarked,  that,  althon^  secrec;  was 
required  in  tliat  bod;,  jet  lie  was  iubrmed  almost 
ever;  da;  of  the  transactions  and  remarks  of  Indi- 
^oala  when  Ills  nomination  was  called  up ;  and  iie 
•dd^  "  Koble,  T  shall  not  forget  ;on."  I  then  re- 
plied, that  I  did  not  understand  ua  meaning.  He 
Mid  it  was  uniniportant — be  was  satisfied  I  was  not 
governed  b;  the  part;  feelings  which  were  then 
fcevailitig.  It  was  on  the  day,  in  the  evening  of 
which  t^  converaatioa  took  place,  that  I  had 
moved  to  take  up  Ui  nomination  in  the  Benate. 
Thia  mnat  tiave  boen  his  meaning,  when  he  said  he 
woald  not  forget  me ;  for  he  explained  it  the  next 
da;,  and  said  he  had  heard  that  I  bad  done  so. 
Mr.  E.  &rther  remariced,  tJiat  he  knew  me  to  be 
tiw  deciiire  friend  of  WStiam  H.  Crawford ;  and, 
said  he,  I  av  considered  as  b^g  hia  bitter  enem; 
— and  I  am  charged  with  being  the  author  of  tbe 
numbers  signed  A.  B. ;  but,  pairing  his  hand,)  I 
pledge  ;ou  m;  honor,  I  am  not  the  author,  nor  do 
I  know  who  the  author  was.  Crawford  and  I,  said 
Xr.  Edwards,  have  had  a  little  difference,  bnt  I 
have  aiwa;B  considered  him  a  high-minded,  honor- 
sUe  and  vigilant  officer  of  the  Govenunent ;  be  has 
beeo  aboaed  about  the  Western  banks  and  the  un- 
available fimds ;  (leaning  forward  and  eitendlng 
Us  band)  he  added,  now  d — n  it,  you  know  we  both 
live  in  States  where  there  are  man;  poor  debtors  to 
tbe  Govenunent  for  lands,  together  with  a  derang- 
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ed  currenc;.  The  notes  on  various  banks  being 
depreciated,  after  the  effect  and  operation  of  the 
war  in  tliat  portion  of  the  Union,  and  tbe  bantu,  b; 
attempting  to  oall  in  their  paper,  having  exhausted 
their  specie,  the  notes  that  were  then  in  circulation 
became  of  Utile  or  no  value.  Uan;  men  of  inQn- 
enoe  in  that  counlrj,  said  he,  have  onited  to  in- 
duce the  Becretary  of  the  Treasury  to  select  eertain 
banks  as  banks  of  deporft,  and  to  take  the  notes  of 
certain  banks  in  payment  for  public  lands.  Hod 
he  not  done  so,  (meaning  Ur.  Crawford,)  man;  of 
our  inhabitants  would  uve  been  turned  out  of 
doors,  and  lost  their  lands ;  and  the  people  of  (bat 
country  would  have  bad  as  universal  disgust  uunat 
Hr.  Crawford ;  and  I  will  rentuie  to  ea;,  sud  Mr. 
Edwards,  notwithstaQding  I  am  considered  bis  en- 
emy, that  no  man  in  this  Government  ooold  havs 
conducted  the  fiscal  and  financial  concerns  of  the 
Government  with  more  Integrity  and  propriety  than 
Hr.  Orawford  did.  I  fkrther  remark^]  to  Qovemor 
Edwards,  in  speafclnc  of  his  nomination,  that,  iiiae> 
much  aahewasnomuiatedbythe  President,  unless 
some  charge  wm  brought  against  him,  I  hod  al- 
readv  eTinosd  in  tba  Smats  m;  diqwdiion  to  vote 
for  the  confirmation  of  his  nomination,  without  an;* 
previous  consultation  with  him ;  but  added,  if  I  had 
the  power  of  making  the  nondnaUon,  J  would  not 
have  nominated  him ;  and,  as  an  evidence  of  it,  I 
had  written  a  letter  to  Hr.  Monroe,  urging  the  nom- 
ination of  William  Henry  Harriscni,  and  with  thU 
letter  I  had  enclosed  the  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  Le^slature  of  In^ann 
in  &vor  of  General  Harrison. 


[The  fbllowlng  eitn 
three  other  witnesses  ai 


»  &om  the  testimon;  ot 
also  given:] 

CAarltt  H.  W-  Wharton  iworn,  on  (As  pari  ef  Me, 
Onutford. 
Question  by  Mr.  ForiTtb.  Have  you  ever  had  a 
conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards  aboat  the  author- 
ship of  the  i,  B.  publications  t    If  yes,  reUte  it- 
Answer.  Tea.    I  liave  had  a  conversation  with 
Mm  on  that  sattjeet  in  December  or  Jannary  las^ 
at  his  lodgings,  at  Mn.  Queen's.    Mr.  E.  said  he  was 
not  tbe  author  of  the  A.  B.  plot,  that  he  ^d  not 
know  an;  thing  idMut  it- 

Q.  In  what  manner  was  this  denial  made,  and  bt 
what  words,  so  far  as  you  can  recollect  T 

A.  Tbe  manner  appeared  to  be  solemn ;  the  eX' 
pressions  were — "He  would  be  d —  -d  If  he  knew 

any  thing  about  that  d d  A.  B.  plot." 

Q.  Bow  came  he  to  sa;  any  tbii^  about  the  A. 
B.5otf  _ 


intimately  acquainted  with  all  of  them,  and  could 
give  letters  to  all  of  them,  except  Mr.  Crawfiird, 
and  a  letter  to  him  would  do  no  good,  for,  (to  use 
his  own  eipreadons,)  that  he  and  Ur.  Crawford 
"  did  not  set  horses  together ;"  that  Mr.  Crawford 
was  under  a  belief  that  he  was  the  author  of  tba 
d d  A.  B.  plot,  the  authorship  of  which  he  dis- 
avowed ;  and  he  concluded  by  saying  that  be  con- 
mdered  Mr.  Crawford  a  very  clever  and  honorable 

Q.  by  Hr.  Cook.  Are  yon  certain  that  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, In  speakinfj  of  an  A  B.  plot,  did  not  mij 
that  he  knew  notlung  of  an;  jdotf 
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Jtrtmiah  Sktnmeorn,  c»  Iktpart  of  Mr.  OramforiL 
Q.  Had  70U  m  cOQTersaUoii  wfth  Mr.  Edwardi 

4bout  the  A.  B.  pnblic&tioiur 

A.  I  have  heard  him  *llnde  to  tlitiie  publiotloiu, 

ted  mention  hit  being  charged  with  the  authorahip 

of  them. 
Q.  Btate  what  took  place. 

.   A.  I  think  it  was  an  article  in  the  Ridmimd  Ear 

rim-  which  led  to  the  remark  I  heard  Mm  make, 
which  article  it  wai  stated  that  "Ur.  Edwards, 
of  A.  B.  plot  memor;,''  or  words  to  that  effect,  had 
been  nominated  bj  the  Freddeot  aa  Hinieter  to 
Ueilco.  Ur.  Edwards  obserred  that  he  was  not 
the  author  of  those  publications ;  or,  as  I  think  tbe 
expression  was,  thai  he  was  no  more  Che  author 
than  the  editor  of  the  Snqmrwt  himself 

FUJfOBS  W.  Beaton  laom,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Oraa- 
/onL 

Question  hj  Mr.  Fonyth.  Did  70a  ever  haye  a 
eonveraalioii  with  Ur.  Edwards,  relatlre  to  the  au- 
thorship of  the  A.  B.  pablicationa  I 

Answer.  Ur.  Edwards  ipoke  of  those  papers  to 
me,  incidental!;.  He  cane  to  our  offlce  to  hare, 
as  he  said,  a  free  and  frank  conversation.  It  was 
the  first  time  he  had  been  there,  to  my  knowledfe, 
for  a  year.  It  was  daring  the  pendencf  of  his 
nomination  before  the  Senate  as  Uinlster  to  Mex- 
ico, and  some  time  betbte  Ur.  Crawford's  report 
was  made  to  Congress.    He  wished  to  know,  he 
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said,  If  we  would  publidi  hie  defence.  I  uked  Um  , 
what  defence — a  defence  against  whcnf  He  re- 
plied, that  he  expected  to  be  attacked,  and  wbeii> 
ever  he  turned  upon  his  enemies,  he  general];  got 
the  better  of  them,  (or  words  to  that  effect.)  He 
further  said,  (and  thi«  I  remember  disUnctlj,  for  be 
twice  or  thrice  repeated  it,)  that  when  he  com- 
menced, he  never  stepped  at  the  line  of  just  retri- 
bution. I  answered  htm,  that,  if  he  was  attacked 
in  ovr  paper,  he  should  have  the  free  use  of  II 10 
defend  himself;  that  if  be  was  atucked  anjwhere 
else,  he  should  have  the  same  rights  extended  to 
him  as  were  extended  to  all  other  citizecB ;  but  he 
could  have  no  positive  promise  of  publication,  onfl 
we  had  read  the  matl«r  which  he  wished  published. 
Passing  then  from  that  subject,  OovemDr  Edvsrdi 
said  he  knew  that  we  had  thought  him  for  same 
time  hostile  to  us,  on  account  of  that  fooUih  bud- 
ness  of  last  session,  (or  that  A.  B.  afikir  of  list  «es- 
don — I  do  not  recollect  which  phrase  ho  used,) 
but  he  bad  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Ur.  Galea  wu 
present  during  the  n«ater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of 
this  conversation.  It  was  on  the  authority  of  this 
conversadon  alone,  that  we  expressed  i^  the  paper 
oar  belief  that  Ur.  Edwards  was  not  the  author  of 
the  A.  B.  pablicationa. 

[In  consequence  of  these  two  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation,  and  the  accompanying  tes- 
timony, Mr.  Edwards  was  required  by  Preindent 
Monroe  to  resign  his  appohitnaeot  of  Uinlster  to 
Ueiico,  and  slso  to  reAmd  the  oat&t  and  quaiter'l 
salary  which  he  had  received.] 
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BEOnM   AT  TEE   GITT  OF  WASHINGTON,  DEOEMBEB  6,  1894. 


FBOOEEDIKGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


UoBDAT,  Deoember  8. 
This  being  the  Aa,j  fixed  for  the  opening  of 
the  Seoond  Sesnon  of  the  Eighteenth  Oongress, 
Ifr.  Gjliuabd,  president  pro  tempore,  in  the 
abnenoe  of  the  vice  Preeident,  toos  tlie  ebsir ; 
mnd  the  roll  bdng  called  over,  it  speared  that 
a  qoonun  of  members  was  present,  and  a  oom- 
mitt«e  was  appointed,  Jointly  with  auoh  oom- 
mlttee  as  the  House  of  Repreeentatdvee  might 
^ipdut,  to  Tsit  OD  the  Pretideiit  of  the  United 
Btatae,  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Honaea 
were  aMembled,  and  read?  to  reoeive  any  ooio- 
mimicstion  he  might  have  to  make,  Ao, 

TuBBDAT,  Deoember  T, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babbouk,  the  Senate  oon- 

onrnd  in  the  reeolntion  from  the  other  Honae, 

respecting  the  reception  of  General  Laiaiitts. 

A  written  Message  was  received  from  the 

TmaissT  of   tke  UtirraD  Statm,  bj  Mr. 

IS  follows : 

iVwiitotf  t  Ittuagt. 


The  Tiev  wMch  I  hsTs  now  to  present  to  jon, 
of  our  tllhin,  Foreign  ud  Domeatio,  realixes  the 
moct  aanguine  anticipationi  which  have  been  en- 
tertained  of  the  public  prosperit;.  If  we  look  to 
the  whole,  our  growth,  as  a  Nation,  eonlinaeata  be 
npid,  beTimd  example ;  if  to  the  States  which  com- 
p«M  it,  the  same  gratifjing  spectacle  is  exhibited. 
Onr  aipao^on  oTer  the  vast  territor;  within  our 
EmiiB,  haa  been  great,  witlioiit  indleatiag  an;  de- 
dne  in  those  sections  from  wliicb  the  emigration 
has  been  most  coosiucuoiis.  We  hsTG  daily  galDGd 
ftrength  bira  native  population  in  everj  quarter — a 
popnbtion  devoted  to  our  happj  sjalem  of  Govem- 
Bent,  and  cherishing  the  bond  of  onioa  with  fratei^ 
Bsl  affection.  Eiperienoe  Ijbs  already  shown,  that 
the  difference  of  cliiuate,  and  of  industry,  proceed- 
ing from  (hat  cause,  inseparable  from  such  vast  do- 
mains, and  which,  under  other  systems,  might  have 
a  repoliive  tendency,  cannot  fsU  to  prodooe,  with 


ns,  under  irise  reguladons,  the  oppodte  effect. 
What  one  portion  wants,  the  other  may  sapply,  and 
this  will  be  most  sendbly  felt  by  the  psAs  most 
distant  ftOTQ  each  other,  forming,  thereby,  a  do- 
mestic market,  and  au  active  intercourse  between 
the  extremes  and  throughout  every  portion  of  onr 
Union.  Thus,  by  a  happy  distribution  of  power  be- 
tween the  National  and  State  Ooveminents,  gor- 
ernments  which  rest  eiclnrively  on  the  sovereignty 
of  the  peo^e,  and  are  MIy  adequate  to  the  great 
pnrposes  for  which  they  were  respectively  institut- 
ed, causes  which  might  otherwise  lead  to  dismem- 
berment,  operate  poweifiilly  to  draw  us  closer  to- 
geUier.  In.  every  other  drcumstance,  a  correct 
view  of  tite  actual  state  of  onr  Union  must  bo 
equally  gratifying  to  our  constituenta.  Oar  relations 
with  foreign  powets  are  of  a  fHendly  character,  at 
though  certain  interesting  ^fferences  remain  nn- 
settled  with  some.  Our  revenue,  under  the  mild 
system  of  impost  and  tonnage,  oonUnoas  to  be  ade- 
quate to  all  the  purposes  of  the  Oovemment.  Our 
agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures,  and  naviga- 
tion, flourish.  Our  fortifications  are  advancing  In 
the  degree  aathorized  by  existing  appropriations, 
to  maturity,  and  due  progress  is  made  in  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  navy,  to  the  limit  prescribed  f)n^ 
it  by  law.  For  these  blesdugs,  we  owe  to  Almighty 
Qod,  from  whom  we  dJ^ive  tbeia,  and  with  pro- 
found reverence,  our  most  grateful  and  oncearing 
acknowledgments. 

In  adverting  to  our  relations  with  foreign  powers, 
which  are  always  an  object  of  tbe  highest  importance, 
I  have  to  remark,  that,  of  the  sutgects  which  have 
been  brought  into  disonsdon  with  them  during  the 
present  administration,  some  liave  been  satistki^ 
torily  terminated ;  others  have  t>een  suspended,  to 
be  resomed  liereMter,  under  circumstances  more 
bvorablc  to  success ;  and  others  are  still  in  negotia- 
tion, with  the  hope  that  the;  may  be  adjusted,  with 
mutual  accommodation  to  the  interests,  and  to  tbe 
satisfaction,  of  the  respective  parties.  It  has  been 
the  invamble  object  of  tiiis  Qovemment,  to  cherish 
the  most  friendly  relations  with  every  power,  and 
on  prindples  and  conditions  which  might  moke  them 
permanent.  A  systematic  effort  )us  been  made  to 
place  our  commerce  with  each  power  on  a  footing  of 
perfect  teciprocity ;  to  settle  with  each,  in  a  s^rit 
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of  candor  uid  liberaljtj,  kU  eiiBting  dUTerencet, 
and  to  ftntidpate  uid  remove,  ao  Eu  u  It  mlgbt  be 
practioble,  iill  caoseB  of  future  Tariuice. 

It  hftviDg  been  Btipnliited  by  the  MTenth  article 
of  the  convention  of  navigation  and  commerce, 
which  wag  concluded  on  the  twenty-foarUi  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twent.v-two,  be- 
tween the  United  Stat«e  and  France,  that  the  uid 
conieotion  should  condone  in  fbrce  for  two  jean, 
from  tbe  first  of  October  of  that  year,  and  lor  an 
indefinite  term  anerwards,  nnless  one  of  the  parties 
ihould  declare  its  intention  to  renounoe  it,  in  which 
•vent  It  should  cease  to  operate  at  the  end  of  eii 
moaliie  from  such  declaration;  and  no  such  inten- 
tion hsTing  been  aononnoed,  the  convention  having 
been  found  advantageoof  to  both  parties,  it  hat 
since  remained,  and  still  rem^Ds,  in  force.  At  the 
time  when  that  convention  was  concluded,  many 
Interesting  subjects  were  left  nnsettied,  and  particu- 
larly our  claim  to  indemnity  for  spoliations  which 
were  committed  on  our  commerce  in  the  late  war*. 
For  these  iotcroata  and  d^ms,  it  waa  in  tbe  con- 
tem[Jation  of  the  parties,  to  make  proviaion  at  a 
BQbsequent  day,  by  a  more  comprehensive  and  de- 
flnitive  treaty.  The  object  has  treen  duly  attended 
to  since  by  tbe  Eiecnuve ;  but,  m  yet,  it  b*«  not 
been  accomplished.  It  is  hoped  that  a  favorable 
iniportunity  will  present  ilaelf  for  opening  a  ncgo- 
tlation,  which  may  embrace  and  arrange  aS  existing 
^iTereaces,  and  every  other  concern  in  which  they 
have  a  common  interest,  upon  tbe  accession  of  the 
present  king  of  lYance,  an  event  which  has  occurred 
idnce  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

With  Great  Britain  our  commercial  mterconrse 
rests  on  tbe  same  footing  that  It  did  at  the  last  ses- 
■ion.  By  the  convention  of  one  thousand  eight 
bundred  and  fitlecn,  the  commerce  between  the 
United  SuUe  and  the  British  dominions  io  Europe 
and  the  East  Indies,  was  arrajiged  on  a  principle  of 
reciprocity.  That  conveotion  was  con£rmed  and 
continued  in  force,  with  slight  eiceptioos,  by  a  sub- 
•equent  treaty,  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  from  the 
twentieth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteeo,  the  date  of  the  latter.  Tbe  trade 
with  tbe  British  cotoniea  in  the  West  Indies,  has 
not,  as  yet,  been  arranged  by  treaty,  or  otherwise, 
to  oar  satisfiictioa.  Anapproach  to  that  relult  has 
beenmadeby  le^lativc  acts,  whereby  many  serious 
impe<Uaients,  wMch  had  been  raised  by  the  parlies 
In  defence  of  thdr  re«pective  chdms,  were  re- 
moved. An  earnest  desire  eilsla,  and  has  been 
manifested  on  the  part  of  this  Qovemmeot,  to  place 
the  commerce  with  the  colonies,  likewise,  on  « 
footing  of  reciprocal  advantage ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  British  Government,  seeing  the  justice  of 
the  proposal,  and  its  importance  to  the  colonies, 
will,  ere  long,  accede  to  it. 

The  Commiseionere  who  Were  appointed  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  boundary,  between  the  territories 
of  the  United  Sutes  and  those  of  Great  Britain, 
specified  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ohent, 
bating  disagreed  in  their  deddon,  and  both  gov- 
ermneats  having  agreed  to  establish  that  boundary 
by  amicable  oegotiation  between  them,  it  is  hoped 
that  it  may  be  satisfactorily  adjusted  In  that  mode. 
The  boundary  specified  by  tlie  stxtb  article  has 
been  eslablished  by  the  dedsioD  of  the  commisuon- 
en.  From  the  progress  made  in  that  provided  for 
by  the  seventh,  according  to  a  report  recently  re- 
ceived, there  is  good  cause  to  presume  that  it  will 
be  settied  In  tbe  course  of  tbe 


It  is  a  canae  of  serious  regret  that  no  arrange- 
ment has  jet  l>oen  finally  concluded  between  the 
two  Governments,  to  secure,  by  joint  co-operation, 
the  BOppresaion  of  the  slave  trade.  It  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  British  Government,  in  the  early  stages 
of  tlie  negotiation,  to  adopt  a  plan  for  tbe  suppres- 
sion, which  should  include  the  concession  of  the 


ofTendcrB.  This  was  objected  to  by  this  govern- 
ment on  the  principle.  Vat,  as  the  right  of  search 
was  a  right  of  war  of  a  bclUgerent  towards  a  neu- 
tral power,  it  might  have  an  ill  eOect  to  extend  it 
by  treaty  b)  ao  offence,  which  had  been  mode  com- 
paratively mild  to  a  time  of  peace.  Amioos,  how- 
ever, for  the  sappression  of  this  trade,  it  was 
thought  advisable,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Beprwentatives,  founded  on  an 
act  of  Coogress,  to  propose  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment an  expedient  which  shonld  be  free  Irom  tbat 
objection,  and  more  ^eetualfor  tbe  object,  bymak* 
ing  It  jjralJcaL  In  that  mode  the  enormity  of  the 
crime  wonid  place  the  offenders  out  of  the  prol«c- 
tion  of  their  Qovenunent,  and  involve  no  question 
of  search,  or  otiier  qneMIon  between  the  partiei, 
touching  their  respective  rights.  It  wae  believed, 
also,  tbat  it  would  completely  suppren  the  trade  in 
the  vessels  of  both  parlies,  and  by  their  respective 
citiieos  and  subjects  in  those  of  other  powers,  with 
whom  it  was  hoped  that  the  o^cm  which  woidd 
thereby  be  attached  to  it,  would  produce  a  corre- 
sponding' arrangement,  and,  by  means  tliereo^  ita 
entire  extirpation  forever.  A  convention  to  this 
effect  was  concluded  and  signed  in  London  on  tlw 
ISth  day  of  March,  by  Flenipotentiaiiea  duly  an- 
thoriiedby  both  Governments,  to  the  ratification  of 
which  certain  olistacles  have  arisen  which  are  not 
jet  entirely  removed.  The  diffisrence  tKtween  tha 
parties  Still  remaining,  baa  been  reduced  to  a  ptdnt, 
not  of  sufficient  ma^tnde,  as  ii  preaumed,  to  Im 
permitted  to  defeat  an  ottject  ao  near  to  the  heart 
of  both  nations,  and  so  dedrable  to  the  friends  of 
humanity  throughout  the  world.  As  objections, 
however,  to  the  principle  recommended  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatlves,  or  at  least  to  the  con- 
sequences inseparable  from  it,  and  which  are  un- 
derstood to  apply  to  the  law,  liave  l>een  raised, 
wluch  may  deserve  a  reconnderation  of  the  whole 
subject,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  suspend  the 
conclusion  of  a  new  convention  until  the  definitive 
sentiments  of  Congress  may  be  ascertained.  Tbe 
documents  relating  to  tbe  negotiation,  are,  with 
that  intent,  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

Our  commerce  with  Sweden  has  been  placed  ona 
footing  of  perfect  reciprocity  by  treaty,  and,  with 
Rusaa,  tbe  Netherlands,  Prussia,  the  iree  HanseaUe 
cities,  tbe  Dukedom  of  Oldenbu^h,  and  Sardinia, 
by  Internal  regolaUons  on  each  side,  founded  w 
mutual  agreement  between  the  respective  Oovem- 

The  principles  upon  which  the  commercial  policy  of 
the  Umted  States  is  founded,  are  to  be  traced  to  an 
early  period.  They  are  esseatioUy  connected  with 
those  upon  which  their  independence  was  declared, 
and  owe  their  ori^n  to  the  enhghtcned  men  wlio 
took  the  lead  In  Onr  affurs  at  that  important  epoclb 
They  are  developed  in  their  first  treaty  of  conunerea 
with  France  of  uxlh  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  by  a  formal  com- 
mission, which  was  tnstitnted  imme^tely  after  tbe 
conclusion  of  their  Bevcdatioaary  straggle,  for  tbe 
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parpoM  of  negotiating  treatiea  of  commerce  with 
wnxj  Enrope&n  power.  The  flnit  treat;  vf  the 
United  States  with  Fniaaa,  wMcb  was  negotiated 
bj  that  commiseioii,  affordc  *  signal  Ulostration  of 
tboM  principles.  The  aot  of  Congress  of  the  third 
March,  one  thourand  eight  hundred  and  Sfleen, 
adopted  inimediatelj  after  the  return  of  a  general 
peace,  wa«  «  new  orerture  to  foreign  nationB  to 
Mlabliab  out  commercial  relationB  with  them  on  the 
bMi*  of  &ee  and  equal  reciprocity.  That  principle 
haa  poTTaded  all  the  acta  of  Congreis,  and  all  Uie 
aegoCiatiana  of  the  ExecDtire  on  the  subject  ainoe. 
A  conTenLion  for  the  settlement  of  important 
qneationa  in  relation  to  the  northwest  coast  of  this 
continent,  and  its  adjoining  seas,  was  coneluded 
•ad  dgned  as  8t.  Peteisburg  oo  the  Bflh  daj  of 
April  hat,  by  the  Minister  Fleoipotentiar;  of  the 
United  States,  and  Flenipotentiariea  of  the  Imperial 
Gorenuuent  of  fios^  It  win  immedtatel;  belaid 
befim  the  Senate  for  tiie  exercise  of  the  constitu- 
tional authority  of  that  body,  with  reference  to  its 
ntilcstion.  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  manner 
in  which  this  negotiation  was  inrited  and  conducted 
00  the  pan  of  the  Emperor,  has  i>o6ti  very  sstis&o- 

The  great  and  eitraorffinaiy  olianges  wliich  hare 
faappcDcd  in  the  Govenunenta  of  ^Mdn  and  Portugal, 
vithiD  the  last  two  years,  without  seriously  ailecting 
the  friendly  relations  which,  under  all  of  them,  liare 
been  maintained  with  thoae  powers  by  the  Dnited 
Slates,  bare  beeo  obataeles  to  the  adiustment  of  the 
partioolar  satgeots  of  diseostion  wUeh  have  arisen 
wiA  each.  A  reeolation  of  the  Senate,  adopted  at 
their  last  aes^n,  called  for  Information  as  tc  " 
efeet  produced  apon  our  relations  with  Bpaii . 
tba  recognition,  on  tlie  part  of  tiie  United  States,  of 
the  Independent  South  American  Goveranieats. 
The  paper*  containing  tiiat  isfotmatiOQ  are  now 
eonimanknted  to  Congress. 

A  Charg£  d'A^drea  has  been  reo^ved  from  the 
lad^tendent  GoTemment  of  BraiiL  Hut  country, 
baretofore  a  colonial  posaeadon  of  Portugal,  had, 
■ome  yean  ^ce,  been  procUined  by  the  Sotereign 
of  PoitDgal  himself;  an  Independent  kingdom. 
Shiee  liis  return  to  liabon  a  rsTolntiop  in  Braidl  has 
cstabhahed  a  new  OoTemment  there,  with  an  impe- 
rial ihle,  at  the  head  of  which  is  placed  the  prince 
in  whom  the  regency  bad  been  rested  by  the  king, 
at  the  time  of  bis  departure.  There  is  reason  to 
expect  that,  by  amicable  negotiaUon,  the  independ- 
«ee  of  Bruil  will,  ere  long,  be  recognized  by  Por- 
taradherselt 

With  the  remaining  powers  of  Surope,  with  those 
on  the  coast  of  Barbu?,  and  with  alt  Uie  new  South 
JjBerican  States,  our  relations  are  of  a  friendly 
character.  We  have  Ulmstors  Plenipotentiary  re- 
•idSng  with  the  Sepabiice  of  Colombia  and  ChiU, 
and  hare  received  Ministers,  of  the  same  rank,  fWtm 
Colombia,  Gnatimala,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  Mexico. 
Our  commercial  relations  with  all  those  States  sre 
nntnally  beneficial  and  increasing.    With  the  Re- 

SUio  of  Colombia  a  treaty  of  commerce  has  been 
laed,  of  which  a  copy  is  received,  and  the  origi. 
Bol  dally  expected.  A  negotiation  for  a  like  treaty 
would  have  been  commenced  with  Buenos  Ayres, 
had  it  not  been  prevented  by  the  indispodUon  and 
lamented  decease  of  Mr.  Kodney,  our  Hinister 
thetc,  and  to  whose  memory  Che  moat  respecliul 
BttBDtiMi  has  been  shown  by  the  Government  of 
t^  UepobUc  An  advantageous  alteration  !n  out 
beaty  with  Tunis  has  been  obtained  by  our  consnlar 


t  residing  there,  the  oB9cial  document  of  which, 
1  received,  will  be  laid  before  the  Senate. 
The  attention  of  the  GoTemioentbas  been  drawn 


voliiog  the  relative  rights  of  neutral  and  belligerent 
in  such  wars.  Most  of  the  dilBooltiea  which  we 
tuve  experienced,  and  of  the  losses  which  we  have 
sustained,  since  the  establishment  of  our  independ- 
eDce,  bare  proceeded  from  the  unsettled  state  of 
thoae  rights,  and  the  extent  to  which  Che  belligerent 


It  is  impossible  to  look  back  ' 
the  late  wars  in  Europe,  and  to  behold  the  disregard 
which  was  paid  to  our  rights  as  a  neutral  power, 
and  the  waste  which  was  made  of  our  commerce  by 
the  parties  to  those  wars,  by  various  acts  of  their 
respective  Governments,  and  under  the  pretext,  bj 
each,  that  the  other  had  set  the  example,  without 
great  mortification,  and  a  fixed  purpose  never  to 
submit  to  the  like  in  friture.  Axi  attempt  to  re- 
move those  causes  of  poasble  variance  by  friendly 
negotiation,  and  on  just  principles,  which  should  b« 
applicable  to  all  parties,  could,  it  was  presumed,  ha 
viewed  by  none  other  than  as  a  proof  of  an  earnest 
dedre  to  preserve  those  relationB  with  every  power. 
In  the  late  war  between  France  and  Spain,  a  crisli 
oocurred,  in  which  it  seemed  probable  that  all  the 
controvertible  principles,  involved  in  such  wars, 
might  be  brought  into  discussion,  and  settled  to 
the  satisikction  of  all  parties.  Propositions,  having 
this  ol^ect  in  view,  have  been  made  to  the  Govern- 
ments of  Great  Britain,  France,  Rasaia,  and  of 
other  powers,  which  have  been  received  in  a  friend- 
ly manner  by  all,  but  as  yet  no  treaty  has  been 
formed  with  either  for  Its  accomplishment.  Tlia 
policy  win,  it  is  presumed,  l>e  persevered  in,  and  in 
the  hope  that  it  may  be  saccenfuL 

It  wlH  always  be  recoUeoted  that  with  one  of  tba 
parties  to  those  wars,  and  from  whom  we  received 
those  ii^uries,  we  sought  redress  by  war.  From 
the  other,  by  whose  then  reigniug  Qoveroment  onr 
vessels  were  leiied  in  port  as  well  as  at  sea,  and 
their  cargoes  confiscated,  indemnity  has  been  ex- 
pected, but  has  not  yet  been  rendered.  It  waa  un- 
der the  iufiuence  of  the  latter  that  our  vessels  were 
likewise  selied  by  the  Governments  of  Spain,  Hid- 
iand,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Naples,  and  from 
whom  indemnity  has  been  olumed  and  is  etill  ex- 
pected, wi^  the  exception  of  Spain,  by  whom  It 
has  been  rendered.  With  both  pulles  we  had 
abundant  cause  of  war,  but  we  had  no  attemaUve 
hut  to  rerist  that  which  was  most  powerfiil  at  sea, 
and  pressed  us  nearest  at  home.  With  tliis,  all 
dilTerences  were  settled  by  a  treaty  founded  on 
conditions  fair  and  hononiblc  to  both,  and  which 
has  been  so  fu  executed  with  perfect  good  fUth. 
It  has  been  earnestly  hoped  that  the  other  would, 
of  its  own  accord,  and  A-orn  a  sentiment  of  justice 
sndcondIiation,m!^etoonrdtiEeag  the  indemnity 
to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  thereby  remove 
from  our  relations  any  just  cause  of  discontent  on 
onr  side. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
during  the  current  year,  exclusive  of  loans,  will  ex- 
ceed eighteen  milhon  five  hundred  thousand  dol' 
lars,  which,  with  the  sum  remaining  in  Che  Tretsnry 
at  the  end  of  the  Ust  year,  amoHntinK  lo  nine  mil- 
lion, four  hundred  and  eiity-three  thousand,  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars,  ei^ty-one  cent^ 
will,  after  ^scbarging  the  current  dubnigement*  of 
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the  jfeu,  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  uid  eleven 
million  lU  hundred  uid  thirtj-tbree  thousuid  dol- 
lars Gltf-two  cenUor  the  prinoipsl,  le»Te  « Iwlance 
of  more  thui  three  millioa  dollui  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  first  daj  of  January  next. 

A  larger  amount  of  the  debt  contracted  during 
the  late  war,  bearing  an  Interest  of  six  per  cent., 
becoming  redeemable  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
year,  than  could  be  dlacbarged  by  the  ordinary 
reveDue,  the  act  of  the  tirenty-flixth  of  Hay  author- 
ized a  loan  of  Eie  millioD  dollars,  at  four  and  a  half 
per  cent.,  to  meet  the  same.  By  this 
an  annnal  saring  will  accrue  to  Uie  pn 
^-five  thousand  dollars. 

Under  the  act  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  Hay  last,  a 
loan  of  fire  million  dollare  ires  anthorised,  in  order 
to  meet  the  awards,  under  the  !91orida  Treaty,  nbtch 
ma  negotiated  at  par,  with  the  Bank  of  the  Cmtt ' 
Btates,  at  four  and  a  half  per  cent.,  the  limit  of  u 
terest  fixed  by  the  act.  By  this  provision  tl 
oUims  of  our  citicene,  wbo  had  sustained  so  ^^eat  a 
loss  by  spoliations,  and  from  wbon  lodemmtj  had 
been  so  long  withheld,  were  promptly  paid.  For 
these  advances  the  pubUo  will  be  amply  re^d,  at 
DO  latent  day,  by  the  sale  of  the  lands  in  Florida. 
Of  the  great  advantages  resulting  &om  the  aoquT  ' 
tion  of  the  Territory  m  other  respects,  too  high 
Mtimate  cannot  be  formed. 

It  is  eatinutted  that  the  recdpts  into  the  Trea»- 
my,  during  the  year  one  thousand  ^ht  hundred 
•tul  twenty^re,  will  be  snfBdent  to  meet  the  dis- 
buneraents  of  the  Tear,  inohidiDg  ib»  sum  of  b 
•nltUon  doUara,  vfaloa  is  anmially  ^iproprlated  by 
act,  coDsUtatin^  the  Slnldng  Fund,  to  the  pa^ - 
_  .  It  of  the  principal  and  Interest  of  the  pubhc 
debt. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  first 
of  January  next,  may  be  estimated  at  eighty-^ 
million  dollars,  includve  of  two  millioa  Qre  bimdred 
thonsaiid  dollsra  of  tbe  loan  authorized  by  the  act 
of  the  twenty-siitb  of  May  last.  In  this  cstimat  * 
Included  a  stock  of  seven  million  dollart,  issued 
the  nirchsse  of  tbat  amount  of  the  cajHta]  slock  of 
the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Btates;  and  which,  as  the 
■tock  of  the  Bank,  still  held  by  the  Government, 
will  at  least  be  fully  equal  to  its  reimbursement, 
ought  not  to  be  considered  as  constituting  a  part 
of  the  public  debt.  Estimating,  then,  the  whole 
•mount  of  the  public  debt  at  seventy-nine  million  dot- 
Ian,  and  regarding  the  annual  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the  Gioremment,  a  well-founded  hope 
may  be  entertained,  that,  should  do  unexpected 
evBQt  occur,  the  whole  of  tbe  pubhc  debt  may  be 
discharged  in  the  course  of  ten  years,  and  the  Qov- 
munent  be  left  at  liberty  thereafter  to  apply  such 
portion  of  the  revenue  as  may  not  be  necesgary  for 
current  expenses,  to  such  other  objects  as  may  be 
most  conducive  to  the  public  security  and  wel&re. 
That  the  sum  applicable  to  these  objects  will  be 
lery  considerable  may  be  furly  concluded,  when  it 
Is  recollected  that  a  large  amoont  of  the  public 
revenue  has  been  applied,  since  the  late  war,  to  the 
ooostmciion  of  the  public  buildings  in  this  city ;  to 
Iheerectiouof  fortifications  along  tbe  coast,  and  of 
srseaals  in  different  parts  of  the  Union ;  to  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  navy;  to  the  extineuisbmcnt  of 
the  Indian  title  to  large  tracts  of  fcrtfle  territory ; 
to  the  acquisition  of  Florida ;  to  peuiioas  to  Revo- 
lutionsry  ofBcers  and  soldiers,  and  to  invalids  of  the 
late  war.  On  many  of  these  objects  the  expense 
viU  annually  difPinish.  and  cease  at  no  distant  pe- 


riod on  most  or  alL  On  the  first  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  the  public 
debt  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
million,  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand,  nine 
hundred  and  ^itv-Gve  dollars  aad  dxteeu  eents; 
and  noiwithslanang  the  large  nuns  which  have 
been  applied  to  theot  oljects,  It  has  been  reduced 
since  tbat  period,  thirty-seven  million,  four  hundred 
and  forty-ox  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  ^ty-one 
dollars  and  seventy  eight  cents.  The  last  portion 
of  the  pubhc  debt  will  be  redeemable  on  the  first  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty* 
five  i  and  while  there  is  tbe  beet  reason  to  beUev« 
that  the  resources  of  the  Government  will  be  coit- 
tinnally  adequate  to  such  pordons  of  it  as  may  be- 
come due  In  the  iot^-v^  it  is  recommended  to 
Congress  to  seize  every  opportunity  which  may 
preseot  itself  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  on 
every  part  tliereofi  Tbe  high  state  of  the  public 
credit,  and  the  great  abundance  of  money,  are  at  this 
time  very  favorable  to  such  a  result.  It  must  be 
very  gratifying  to  our  fellow-dtiiens  to  witness  thia 
flonrisliing  state  of  the  public  finances,  when  it  U 
recollected  that  no  burthen  whatever  has  been  tm- 
poeed  upon  them. 

The  Military  Eatablisbment,  In  all  its  bnocbea,  in 
tbe  performance  of  the  vuious  duties  assigDed  to 
each,  justifies  the  &vorable  view  which  was  present- 
ed, of  tbe  efficiency  of  its  organiiation,  at  the  last 
sesnon.  All  the  appropriaUoos  have  been  regular-  • 
ly  applied  to  the  objecln  intended  by  Congresa ; 
and,  so  far  as  the  disbursements  have  been  made, 
Ibe  accounts  have  been  rendered  aad  settled,  with- 
out loss  to  the  public.  The  coudition  of  tbe  Army 
itself,  as  relates  to  the  officers  and  men,  in  science 
and  discipUne,  la  Mghly  respectable.  Tbe  Uilitarj 
Academy,  on  which  the  Army  essentially  rests,  and 
to  which  it  is  much  indebted  for  this  state  of  im- 
provement, has  attained.  In  comparison  with  any 
other  iDstitntioD  of  a  like  kind,  a  high  dt^ree  cif 
perfection.  Experience,  however,  has  shown,  that 
the  dispersed  condition  of  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Is 
unlkvorable  to  the  discipline  of  that  important 
branch  of  tbe  MiUtary  Establishment.  To  remedy 
this  inconveoience,  eleven  companies  have  been 
assembled  at  the  fortification  erected  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  as  a  school  for  Artillery  instruction,  with 
intention,  as  they  shall  be  perfected  In  the  various 
duties  of  that  service,  to  order  them  to  other  posta, 
and  to  supply  their  places  with  other  compames, 
for  inetructkin  in  like  manner.  In  this  mode,  • 
complete  knowledge  of  the  science  and  duties  oif 
this  arm,  will  be  extended  throughout  the  wbtdc 
Corps  of  Artillery.  But,  to  carry  this  object  fully  i 
into  effect,  will  require  the  aid  of^  Congress;  to  ol>. 
taia  which,  the  subject  Is  now  submitted  to  you 
consideration. 

Of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  cou> 
motion  of  Fortifications,  for  the  permanent  do- 
fence  of  our  maritime  frontier,  according  to  the 
plan  decided  on,  and  to  tbe  extent  of  the  existing 
appropriations,  the  Report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War, 
which  Is  herewith  communicated,  will  give  a  detailed 
account.  Their  final  completion  cannot  fidl  to  give 
great  additional  security  to  that  frontier,  and  to 
diminish,  proportionably,  the  expense  of  defending 
■  in  the  event  of  war. 

Tbe  provisions  In  the  several  acts  of  Congress,  of 
the  last  session,  for  the  improvement  of  the  navfga* 
tion  of  the  Misdasippi  and  tbe  Ohio,  of  the  Harbor 
of  Presqu'isle,  on  Uce  Brie,  and  the  repair  of  tba 
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njmonth  B«Mh,  u«  in  «  oonne  of  regular  eieca- 
lk» ;  uid,  ther«  U  reMOD  to  bdteve,  thftt  th«  appro- 
priadoQ,  m  each  inMuice,  will  be  kdcqnate  to  the 

Sjeet.  To  c>n7  tben  improTemeiita  fbllf  into 
tat,  the  BupuiDteodetiea  <a  tbem  hu  been  urign- 
•d  to  oBcera  of  the  Corps  of  Engineer*. 

Cndor  tbe  act  of  SOCh  April  lut,  authoridiiK  the 
Freiident  to  caose  a  mrre;  to  be  made,  with  the 
Decenary  plana  and  eatimatea,  of  Web  roads  and 
eanala,  aa  lie  nighl  deem  of  oatlonal  lmport«nee,  Id 
a  oonfoenial  ot  mlBtar;  p<dnt  of  vieir,  or  fbr  the 
tranaportatiOD  of  the  mail,  a  Board  haa  been  itutl- 
tBte<  oansbtiog  of  twodbdnxnitbedoffleenof  (he 
CoTf»  of  bigioeen,  and  *  diMmgrnabed  dvi  Engl- 
Deer,  with  aeaiatanta,  who  hare  been  actirely  em- 
gloTed  in  carrjiag  into  efftat  tbe  object  of  the  act. 
nej  hare  carefull;  eiamlned  the  route  between 
tbe  PolMOBc  and  the  Ohio  BiTera ;  between  the 
latter  and  Lake  Erie :  between  the  Alleghany  and 
the  Sosqnehanna ;  and  the  routes  between  the  Dela- 
ware and  tbe  Bariton,  BamBtable  and  Buixard's 
Ba;,  and  between  Boetoo  Harbor  and  Narraganset 
Bay.  Snch  portion  of  the  corpa  of  Topographical 
Ingineera  aa  could  be  spared  ftom  the  (urrej  of  the 
eoast,  faaa  been  emplof  ed  ia  HUTejIng  tbe  vwj  im- 
portuit  route  ttetweeo  die  Potomac  and  the  Ohio. 
Oonaderable  iHOgiw  haa  been  made  In  it,  but  the 
nrrej  cannot  be  GOm|dated  mitil  the  next  seaaon. 
Itiagradfjing  toadd,  frontboTJew  already  taken, 
thai  there  1*  good  cause  to  beUeire,  that  thla  great 
—lional  olgect  may  bo  flilly  accomplished.  • 

U  is  contemplated  to  eommenoe  earty  in  the  neit 
HMon,  tbe  eiecndon  of  the  oUter  branch  of  the  act, 
that  wltich  relatea  to  roads,  and  with  the  sorrey  of 
a  ronte  ftom  this  d^,  throogh  the  Southern  States, 
«  Kew  Orleana,  tbe  importance  i^  wbtoh  cannot  be 


serricM,  have  been  employed  in  exploring  and 
Teymg  the  rontea  tbr  canals.  To  digest  a  plan  for 
bow  objects,  for  the  great  porpoaes  specified,  will 
nqnlre  a  thoroagh  knowledge  of  every  part  of  oor 
Unioo,  and  of  the  relation  of  each  part  to  the  others, 
and  of  all  to  the  seat  of  the  General  OoTerameat. 
Tor  and  a  digest  it  wUl  be  neeeoarj  that  the  In- 
fimatioD  be  fall,  minute,  and  precise.  With  a 
liew  to  these  important  otfieota,  ' 

coDaderatioo  of  Congress  the 

both  the  eoips  of  Engineer^  ' 
graphical.     It  need  scarce); 

■ore  eztooslTtly  these  corps  are  engaged  in  the  Im- 
prorement  of  their  country.  In  the  eiecntioa  of  the 
power*  of  Congress,  and  in  aid  of  the  States  iDSniJi 
tKprorements  as  he  beyond  that  limit,  when  such 
dd  Is  dedied,  tbebappter  the  effect  will  be  in  many 
Tie**  of  which  tbe  subject  ia  enaceptible.  By  prof- 
Uag  of  their  idenoe,  the  woik  will  always  ba  well 
aiented ;  and  1^  gWIw  to  the  officers  sooh  em- 
doyment,  onr  Union  will  derlne  dl  the  adTiBtage 
B  peace  *•  well  aa  in  war,  ftom  thdr  talent*  and 
serrieea,  wliioh  they  can  affbrd.  In  thismode,  also, 
.the  uUtary  wiD  be  incorporated  with  the  cirH,  and 
us  distin 


ktioo  of  Congress  the  wopriety  of  enlacing 
eoips  of  Engineer^  tbe  military  and  topo- 
L    It  need  scarcely  ba  remained  that  the 


listiDOtions  and  pr^adioes^ 
of  cTcry  kind,  be  done  aw».  To  the  corn*  tbem- 
■drsa,  this  aerrice  cannot  bU  to  be  equally  osefiil, 
iiBce,  bj  tbe  knowledge  they  would  drns  acquire, 
they  wonld  be  eminently  better  qnalifled,  in  the 
CToDt  ot  war,  for  the  great  porpoaes  &>r  which  they 
were  inadtnted. 

Onr  relations  with  the  In^an  tribe*  within  onr 
ImUa,  hB*e  not  been  materially  changed  during  the 
V01.TIIL— T 


year.  The  hostile  ffisposidon  erinoed  by  oertain 
tribes  on  the  Missouri  during  the  last  year,  adU  con- 
tinnes  and  has  extended,  in  some  degree,  to  those 
on  tbe  Upper  Mississippi  and  the  upper  Lakes.  Sev- 
eral parties  of  ourcitiiens  have  been  plundered  and 
murdered  by  those  tritx^.  In  order  to  establish 
relations  of  friendship  with  them.  Congress,  at  the 
last  seialoD,  made  an  appropriation  for'  treaties 
with  them,  and  for  the  employment  of  a  suitable 
military  escort  to  accompany  aod  attend  the  Com- 
missioners at  tbe  places  appointed  for  the  negotia- 
tions. This  object  has  not  been  effected.  Tha 
season  was  too  far  adTsnced  when  tbe  spproptiatioD 
was  made,  and  the  distance  too  great  to  per- 
mit it,  bat  measures  have  been  taken,  and  all  the 
prepaiatlooa  will  be  completed,  to  aecomt^sh  It  at 
an  early  period  in  tbe  next  season. 

Believing  that  the  hostility  of  the  tribes,  parti- 
oulariy  on  tbe  upper  Hiastasippi,  and  tbe  Lakes,  is 
In  no  small  de^ve  owing  to  the  war*  which  are 
carried  on  between  the  tribes  residing  in  that  quar- 
ter, measures  have  been  taken  to  bring  about  a 
general  peace  among  them,  which,  if  suceeasftil, 
will  not  only  tend  to  the  security  of  our  dtiiena, 
bat  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  bidiansthemselves- 

With  the  ezoeptton  of  tht 


greas  la  the  arts  of  dTiUaed  lift.     This  desirable 
reeult  has  been  bron^t  about  by  the  humane  and 

Enevering  policv  01  the  Govemment,  and  particu- 
ly  by  means  01  the  ai^iropriation  fat  the  dvillia- 
tioQ  of  the  Indians.  1W«  have  been  established, 
under  the  proviapns  of  this  act,  thirty-two  schools, 
containing  nbte^ondred  and  sixteen  scholars,  who 
are  well  instructed  in  severalbranchea  of  Hteratore, 
and  likewise  in  agriculture,  and  the  ordinary  arts  of 
life. 

Under  tbe  appropriation  to  authoriie  treaties 
with  tbe  Creeks,  and  Quapaw  Indiana,  Commieslon- 
cn  have  been  appointed,  and  negotiations  are  now 
pending,  but  the  result  is  not  yet  known. 

For  more  foil  information  respecting  the  principle 
which  has  been  adopted  for  osrrying  uito  effect  the 
act  of  Oongresa  authoring  surreys,  with  plans  and 
estimates,  for  canals  end  roads,  and  on  every  otiier 
branch  of  duty  Inddent  to  the  Department  of  War, 
I  refer  yon  to  Ute  Beport  of  the  Secretary. 

The  squadron  In  the  Kediterranean  has  been 
maintained  in  the  extent  which  was  proposed  in  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  thoHavy  of  die  last  year, 
and  baa  afforded  to  our  commeroe  the  necessary 
protection  in  that  sea-  Apprehending,  however, 
that  the  unfriendly  rdations  wUcb  have  existed  be- 
tween Algiera  and  soma  of  tbe  powers  of  Europe, 
ndgbt  be  extended  to  us,  It  haa  been  thought  expe- 
dient to  augment  the  foroe  tiiere,  and,  in  oouse- 
quence,  the  "  tforth  Carolia^"  a  ship  of  the  lino, 
lus  been  prapaied,  and  wlU  sail  in  a  few  days  to 
Join  it. 

The  force  employed  in  He  Oulf  of  Haxlco,  and 
in  the  neighbonng  seas,  for  tbe  suppressloD  of 
finej,  has  likewiM  been  pteeeaved  essentially  In 
the  state  ia  which  it  was  daring  tbe  last  year.  A 
pereeveriog  effort  has  been  mads  for  the  soeooi- 
plisbment  of  t^t  object,  and  much  protection  has 
thereby  been  afibrded  to  our  commerce,  bat  stiU 
(he  prwtke  Is  tt*  from  bdng  aupprataad.    haai 
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«TeT7  Tiaw  which  hu  been  taken  of  the  (utiject,  It 
)•  thoucht  that  it  will  be  pecoaaary  rather  to  aug- 
ment t^n  to  diminish  onr  force  in  that  quarter. 
There  Is  rea«oa  to  believe  that  the  piraciei  now 
CompUned  o^  are  conunitled  b;  baada  of  robbers 
who  inhaUt  the  hmd,  and  who,  by  preaerriog  good 
intelligence  with  the  towns,  and  seiiing  favorable 
opportunities,  msb  forth  and  fall  on  nnprotectMl 
menshaut  veneli^  of  which  they  moke  an  eaaj  ptej. 
The  pQlage  thus  taken,  the;  carry  to  tbdr  lurking 
[daces,  and  dispose  of  ailerwards,  at  prices  tending 
to  seduce  the  nei^iborlng  population.  This  com- 
binatioD  Is  understood  to  be  of  great  extent ;  and  is 
the  more  to  be  deprecated,  because  the  crime  of 
piraej  is  often  attended  with  the  murder  of  the 
erews,  these  robbers  knowing,  if  any  mrrived,  their 
InrUng  places  wonld  be  exposed,  and  they  be 
eanght  and  punished.  That  this  atrocious  practice 
should  be  carried  to  snch  extent,  is  cause  of  equal 
■Drprlso  and  rtgnit.  It  is  preeomed  that  It  must  be 
attributed  to  ttie  i«Iaied  end  feeble  Mate  of  the 
local  GoTernimnta,  dnce  it  Is  not  donbted,  from  the 
Ugh  cbMMtei  of  the  OoTemor  of  Cvb^  who  Is 
wdl  known  and  much  respeoted  here,  that  tf  he  had 
the  power,  he  would  promptly  suppress  it.  Wheth- 
er those  robbers  should  be  pursued  on  the  land, 
the  local  authorities  be  made  respunuble  for  these 
atrocities,  or  any  other  measure  be  resorted  to,  to 
sapprese  them,  Js  submitted  to  tbe  oonsideration  of 
Cinigreaa. 

In  execution  of  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of 
the  eUve  trade,  a  vesMl  baa  been  oecasiooally  sent 
from  that  squadron  to  the  coast  of  AlHca,  with  or- 
ders to  return  thence  by  the  usual  track  of  the 
slsTe  sbipg,  and  to  seite  any  of  our  Teaeelj  which 
might  be  engaged  in  that  trade.  None  have  been 
found,  and,  it  Is  believed,  that  nqae  are  tlnu  em- 
ployed. It  is  well  known,  howev^  that  the  trade 
Mill  exists  under  other  fian. 

The  health  of  onr  squadron  while  at  Hiompaon's 
Island,  has  been  much  better  during  the  present, 
than  it  was  the  last  season.  Bome  improToments 
have  been  made,  and  otiieraare  oontemtlatedtiiere, 
wluch,  it  is  believed,  willfaaTeaTerys^ntarjeffact. 

On  tbe  Fadfic.onrcominereehasmnchEnoreased, 
■nd  on  that  coast,  as  well  ai  on  that  sea,  the  United 
States  have  many  important  Inlereets  which  reqi ' 
attention  and  protection.  It  Is  thought  that  all 
considerations  wliioh  suggested  the  expediency  of 
pUcing  a  squadron  on  that  sea,  operate  with  ang- 
mented  force,  for  "'fH^**"'"g  it  there  M  least  in  an 

for  detailed  information  reapecting  the  state  of 
ovr  maritime  force,  on  each  sea,  the  improvement 
necessarv  lo  be  made  on  either,  in  the  orgaoixatioii 
of  the  Haval  EstablUhment,  generally,  and  of  the 
Uwi  S>r  its  better  gOTemment,  I  refer  yon  to  tbe 
"       rtof  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  Is  here- 
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Tb»  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  Department  has 
TMeived  a  eoniiderable  augmentation  in  tbe  jatisent 
year.  The  current  rec«ip(s  will  exceed  the  expen- 
ditures, altbou^  the  transportation  of  the  mall, 
witliin  the  year,  has  been  much  increased.  A'Se- 
port  of  the  Postmaster  Oeneral,  which  is  transmit- 
ted, will  furnish,  fn  detail,  the  necessary  ioformar 
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of  lUs  Department 

In  eonformity  with  a  resolntion  of  GongrcM,  of 
the  last  Session,  an  Invitation  was  given  to  General 
Labyette  to  visit  the  Cnited  States,  with  an  assui^ 


anee  that  s  sUp  of  war  should  attend  at  any  port  of 
France  which  be  might  dcdBnale,  to  reonve  and 
convey  him  across  tbs  Atlantic,  whenever  it  might 
be  convenient  for  him  to  saiL  He  declined  uie 
offer  of  the  public  ship,  from  motives  of  delicacy, 
but  assured  me  that  he  had  long  intended,  and  would 
-certainly  visit  our  Union,  in  the  course  of  the  pres- 
ent year.  In  Augnat  last  he  arrived  st  New  York, 
where  be  was  i^MlriMlwitb  the  warmth  of  affection 
and  gratitude  to  which  his  very  important  and  di^ 
interested  servioes  and  sacrifices,  in  our  Revolution- 
ary struggle,  eo  eminentiy  entiUed  him-  A  corre- 
sponding sentiment  has  (anee  been  niaiufested,  ia 
his  favor,  throngfaont  every  portion  of  our  Union, 
and  affectionate  invitations  have  l>een  given  him  to 
extend  bis  visits  to  them.  To  these  he  has  yielded 
all  the  accommodation  in  his  power.  At  every 
designated  point  of  rendeivona,  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  neighboring  country  has  been  assembled 
to  greet  him,  among  whom  It  baa  excited,  in  a  pe- 
cuhar  manner,  the  aeatSOS^  of  all,  to  behold  tbe 
surviving  memberi  of  our  Bevoluttonarv  eonteet, 
civil  and  ndlitary,  who  bad  shared  with  him  hi  tba 
toils  and  dangers  of  the  war,  many  of  them  in  a  de- 
crepit stste.  A  more  Interesting  spectacle,  it  ia 
believed,  was  never  witnessed,  becsuse  none  could 
be  founded  on  porer  principles— none  proceed  from 
h^her  or  mora  disinterested  motives.  That  tbe 
feelings  of  those  who  had  fought  and  bled  with  Um, 
in  a  common  eaosa,  diould  have  been  much  exiAed, 
was  natuiaL  Tbwe  are,  however,  drevmitanoM 
attending  these  interviews  which  pervaded  tbe 
whole  conunindty,  and  touched  tha  breasts  of  every 
age,  even  the  youngest  among  us.  There  was  not 
an  individual  present  who  had  not  some  relatiT^ 
who  had  not  partaken  in  tboee  scenes,  nor  an  infant 
who  hod  not  beard  tlie  ralation  of  them.  But  the 
droamstance  which  was  most  sensibly  felt,  and 
which  his  preeenoe  brought  forcibly  to  tile  reooUeo- 
tion  of  all,  was  the  great  cause  in  which  we  were 
engaged,  and  tbe  bleadngs  which  we  have  derived 
from  our  success  la  it  Tte  straggle  wis  fer  inde- 
pendence and  liberty,  pnbllo  and  personal,  and  in 
this  we  fucoeeded.  Tbe  meeting  irith  one  who  had 
borne  so  distinguished  a  part  in  that  great  struggle, 
and  from  such  lofty  and  ^rinterested  motives,  conld 
not  fell  to  aflbet,  profeuudly,  erery  iodlvidnid,  and 
of  every  age.  It  is  natural  that  we  should  all  take 
a  deep  interest  In  his  future  welfare,  as  we  do.  His 
high  clums  on  our  Union  are  felt,  and  the  senti- 
ment universal,  that  they  should  be  met  In  a  gener- 
ous S|drit  Under  these  impreseionB,  I  invite  you 
attention  to  Uie  subject,  wit£a  viewthat,  re^arfflng 
his  very  important  ssrvioss^  leases,  and  sacnfloes,  a 
jm)vimon  maybe  made^  and  tendered  to  Um,  wUdi 
shall  correspond  with  the  sentiments,  and  be  worth; 
the  chancter,  of  the  American  people. 

In  turning  our  attention  to  the  condition  of  4ll0 
dviUsed  worid,  in  which  the  United  Sutes  haw 
always  taken  a  deep  interest,  it  is  gratifying  to  see 
how  large  a  portion  of  it  Is  ble»ed  with  peace. 
The  only  wars  which  now  exist  within  that  limit, 
are  those  between  Turkey  and  Greece,  in  Enrope, 
and  between  Spain  and  the  new  Governmenta,  onr 
nelgtibors,  in  tlds  bemiapliera.  In  both  these  wars, 
the  cause  of  independence,  of  liberty,  and  humauty, 
eoDtinues  to  ptevaiL  The  suocees  of  Oieeoe,  when 
the  relative  popuktion  of  the  contending  puties  ia 
considered,  commands  our  admiration  andapplaose, 
and  that  it  has  had  a  dndlar  effect  with  like  nwgh- 
boring  poweis,  is  obvloas.  Thafeellngof  the  whole 
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driEied  world  U  eidted,  id  &  high  degrea,  in  their 

r'  )  that  these  Bentim< 
their  reipective  Goi 
kj  lesd  to  a  more  dedalve  resnlt  ?  that  (be; 
■wj  pTodnoe  in  tceord  among  them,  to  replace 
Gi«ece  on  the  gionnd  irhich  she  jbrmerlj  held, 
and  to  which  her  heroic  eiertiooB,  at  this  day,  w> 
anineDtly  entitle  herf 

mth  respect  to  the  contest,  to  which  onr  nelgh- 
bora  are  a  party,  it  is  erident  Chsit  Sp^n,  as  a  pow- 
er, Is  scarcely  felt  hi  It  These  new  ^tea  had  com- 
pletely achieved  their  Independence,  before  It  was 
acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  and  they  hare 
rinee  maintained  it,  with  little  foreign  presaim. 
The  ffinarbances  which  haie  appeared  In  certain 
pottionaof  that  vast  territory,  hare  proceeded  from 
mtemal  canaes,  which  hud  their  origin  in  their  for- 
mer goTenmwnts,  and  have  not  yet  been  thorough- 
ly remoTed.  It  Is  manifest  that  these  causes  are 
daO;  lodng  their  eBbct,  and  that  these  new  States  are 
Mttling  down  under  KOTemmeDtB  elective  and  rep- 
resentatlTti  in  eTerj  branch,  similar  to  our  own.  In 
tlni  coarse  we  ardently  wish  them  to  persevere, 
■nder  a  Srni  conviction  that  It  will  promote  their 
htqi^ncM.  In  this  their  career,  however,  we  have 
not  interfered,  beUering  that  every  people  have  a 
ilffat  to  inatitnte  for  themselves  the  government, 
which,  in  their  Judgment,  may  salt  them  best.  Our 
example  Ij  befoK  lliem,  of  the  good  effect  of  which, 
bdng  OUT  ntighbora,  they  are  competent  judgea, 
and  to  thdr  jodgmeat  we  leave  it,  in  the  eipect&- 
tlon  that  other  powers  will  parsuc  the  same  policy. 
The  deep  interest  which  wc  take  in  tbeir  independ> 
•Bee,  which  wo  have  acknowledged,  and  in  tbeir 
tnjoyment  of  all  the  rights  Incident  thereto,  espe- 
dally  in  the  rerj  important  one  of  instituting  their 
own  governtoents,  has  been  declared  and  is  known 
to  the  worid.  Separated  as  we  are  &om  Europe 
fey  the  great  Atlantie  Ocean,  we  can  have  no  con- 
cmi  in  the  wars  of  the  European  Governments,  nor 
in  the  eansea  which  prodnce  them.  The  balance  of 
power  between  them.  Into  whichever  scale  it  may 
tan  in  ita  various  Tibrations,  canuot  affect  ua.  It 
ii  the  inlorttt  of  the  United  States  to  preserve  the 
Wat  friendly  relations  with  every  power,  and  on 
conditions  bir,  eqnal,  and  applicable  to  ^.  But, 
B  lenrd  to  oar  o^hbors  cor  sltoataon  is  differ- 
ent. It  is  imposnble  for  the  European  OoventmeDts 
to  interfere  in  their  concerns,  espedally  in  those 
sBaded  to,  which  are  vital,  without allfectiiiK  us;  in- 
deed, Oie  motire  which  might  induce  snchlnterfer- 
esce  in  the  pceaent  state  of  the  war  between  the 
(Brtie^  if  a  war  it  may  be  called,  would  appear  to 
be  eqnally  applicable  to  ns.  It  Is  grati^ng  to 
know  that  Mme  of  the  powen  with  whom  we  eqjoy 
a  very  fiiendl;  intercourse  and  to  whom  these 
views  have  been  oomnumiiSted,  tiave  appeared  to 
acqmeece  in  them. 

The  angaenlation  of  our  popoltttlon,  with  the 
eipaoaion  of  onr  Union,  and  increased  number  of 
Slate^  have  produced  effects  in  certain  branches 
of  cor  system,  which  merit  the  attention  of  Can- 
peas.  Some  of  oar  arnngemeula,  and  parUcolariy 
the  Judiciary  firtahlishment,  wen  made  with  a 
only.  Since 
d  a  vast  extent 
«f  territonr ;  deven  new  Stale*  have  been  admitted 
iilo  the  Union,  and  territories  have  been  Wd  off 
fcr  three  othera,  which  wilt  likewise  be  admitted  at 
■0  distant  day.  An  organiza^on  of  the  Supreme 
Cbart,  wtdch  tMKgaa  to  the  jadgei  any  portion  of 


w  te  the  oiigiMl  thirteen  Btatea 
a  the  Uiuted  Btetw  have  aoqidred 


the  duties  which  belong  to  the  Inferior,  requiring 
their  passage  over  so  vast  a  space,  onder  any  dis- 
tribution of  the  States  that  may  now  bo  made,  if 
not  impracticable  in  the  execution,  must  render  It 
imposdble  for  them  to  discharge  the  duties  of  either 
branch  with  advantage  to  the  UnioD.  The  duUes 
of  the  Supreme  Court  wodd  be  of  great  importance, 
if  its  decisions  were  confined  to  the  ordinary  limits 
of  otlier  tribunals ;  but  when  It  is  considered  that 
this  court  decides,  and  in  the  last  resort,  on  all  the 
great  questions  which  arise  under  our  constltntlon, 
involving  those  between  the  United  States,  indi- 
vidually, between  the  States  and  the  United  States, 
and  between  the  latter  and  foreign  powers,  loo  high 
an  estimate  of  their  importance  cannot  be  formed. 
The  great  Interests  of  the  nadon  seem  to  require, 
that  the  Judges  of  (he  Supreme  Court  should  be 
exempted  th>m  every  other  duty,  than  those  which 
are  incident  to  that  high  trust.  The  organization 
of  the  Inferiorcourts  would,  of  course,  be  adapted 
to  circumstances.  It  Is  presumed  that  such  a  ono 
might  be  formed,  as  would  secure  an  able  and  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  dnUes,  and  without  ,any  ma- 
terial augmentaUon  of  eipeose. 

The  eondiUonof  the  Aborigines  within  our  limits, 
and  espedally  those  who  are  within  the  limits  of 
any  of  the  States,  merits  likewise  particular  atten- 
tion. Experience  has  shown,  thai,  nnleaa  the  triljea 
be  civlliied,  they  can  never  be  incorporated  into 
our  system,  in  any  form  whatever.  It  has  likewise 
shown,  that,  in  (he  regular  augmentation  of  onr 
population,  with  the  eitensioo  of  our  settlements, 
their  situatioQ  will  become  deplorable,  If  their  extinc- 
tion Is  not  menaced.  Some  well-digested  plan, 
which  will  rescue  theni  from  such  calamities,  is  due 
to  their  tights,  to  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  to 
the  honor  of  the  nation.  Tbeir  dvilixation  Is  indis- 
pensable to  their  safety ;  and  this  can  be  accom- 
'  plished  only  by  degrees.  The  process  most  com- 
mence with  the  In&nt  State,  tlmiugh  whom  some 
efTect  may  be  wrought  on  the  parental.  Diffleulties 
of  the  most  serious  character  present  themselves  to 
the  attainment  of  this  very  dedreble  result,  on  tha 
territory  on  which  they  now  reside.  To  remove 
them  from  it  by  force,  even  with  a  view  to  their 
own  secority  and  hapiriness,  would  be  revolting  t« 
humanity,  and  utterly  unjustifiable.  Between  tha 
limits  of  our  present  BtatM  and  territories,  and  the 
Hoeky  Koontun  and  Mexico,  there  Is  a  vast  tent- 
tory,  to  which  they  might  be  invited,  with  induoe- 
ments  which  might  be  successfU.  It  is  thought  If 
that  territory  should  be  divided  into  Districts,  by 
previous  agreement  with  the  tribes  now  reddent 
there,  and  civil  governments  be  established  in 
each,  with  schoiDls,  for  every  branch  of  instruction 
in  litereture,  and  the  arts  of  civiliced  life,  that  all 
the  tribes  now  within  our  limits  might  gradually  be 
drawn  there.  The  execution  of  this  plan  would 
neceesarily  be  attended  with  expense,  and  that  not 
iQconsiderable,  but  it  is  doubted  whether  any  other 
can  be  devised  which  would  be  less  liable  to  that 
objection,  or  more  likely  to  succeed. 

In  looking  to  the  interests  which  the  Ui^ted 
States  have  oa  the  PadSc  Ocean,  and  on  the  weal' 
em  coast  of  tidi  Continent,  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing a  military  post  at  the  mouUi  of  CiriiunMa 
Hlver,  or  at  some  other  point  in  that  quarter,  within 
our  ackncrw^dged  limits,  Is  submitted  to  tiie  con- 
sideration of  Congress.  Onr  commerce  and  flsher- 
les  on  that  sea,  and  along  the  coast,  have  mocli 
increased,  and  are  increaauig.    It  is  thosght  that  ft 
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militKrj  post,  to  which  our  ship*  of  mi  might  re- 
BOTt,  would  aJrord  protection  to  evarj  ioterest,  sad 
hare  a  tendencj  to  coadllate  the  tiibei  tc  ' 
DOrth-wMt,  with  whom  onr  trade  !i  eiteiudve 
ia  thought,  also,  that,  by  the  eatablishment  of  Bucb 
k  poat,  the  iDterconrse  between  our  Western  Statea 
and  territories,  and  the  Fad&c,  and  oar  trade  with 
the  tribes  redding  in  the  interior,  on  each  side  of 
tlie  Rochj  IfouDtaln,  would  ba  eBsentially  pro- 
moted. To  carrj  this  object  into  effect,  the  appro- 
priation of  an  adeqsate  sum  to  authoriie  the  em- 
plojmeat  of  a  frigate,  with  an  officer  of  the  corps 
of  engineers,  to  explore  the  month  of  the  Columb[a 
Kver,  and  the  coa«t  coatiguoua  thereto,  to  enable 
the  Eieoative  to  make  soch  establishmeot  at  the 
moat  smtable  point,  Is  recommended  to  Congress. 

It  ta  thought  that  attention  ia  also  due  to  the  im- 
prorement  of  this  citj.  The  commnnication  be- 
tween the  public  buildings,  and  in  Tarious  other 
parts,  and  the  gronnda  aronnd  those  buildings,  re- 
quire it.  It  is  presnmed  also,  that  the  com^tion 
oi  the  eansl,  from  the  Tiber  to  the  Eastern  Branch, 
woold  hare  a  verj  salutary  efibct.  Great  eiertions 
baTe  been  made,  and  expenses  incurred,  by  the 
^ytuena,  in  improTements  of  various  kinds ;  but 
those  which  are  snggetled,  belong  eicluaiTely  to  the 
QoTcrnment,  or  are  of  s  nature  to  reqoire  expendi- 
tures beyond  their  resoarcea.  The  public  lots 
which  are  stOl  for  sale,  would,  it  is  uot  donbted,  be 
more  than  adequate  to  these  parposes. 

Fhim  the  view  above  presented,  it  is  manifest, 
that  the  sitnation  of  the  United  States  is,  in  the 
highest  degree,  proaperoiu  and  happy.  There  is  no 
object  which,  as  a  people,  we  con  desire,  which  we 
do  not  poaieea,  or  wliich  is  not  within  our  reach. 
Ble«ed  with  governments  the  hapjuest  which  Uie 
world  ever  knew,  with  no  disUnct  orders  in  society, 
or  divided  interests  in  the  vast  territory  over  which 
their  dominion  extends,  va  have  every  modve  to 
ding  togetiier,  which  can  animate  a  Tirtooos  and 
•nllghtoked  people.  The  great  object  is  to  preserve 
those  blessings,  and  to  hand  them  down  to  the 
latest  posterity.  Our  eiperieuce  ought  to  satisfy 
tiB,  that  our  progreas,  under  the  most  correct  and 
Novideot  policy,  will  not  be  exempt  from  danger. 
Oiir  institutions  form  an  important  epoch  in  the  nis- 
toiy  of  the  dvilized  world.  On  their  preserTatiOD, 
and  in  their  uUnoat  purity,  every  thing  will  depend. 
BzlendiDg,  as  onr  interests  do,  to  every  part  of  the 
inh^ited  glolie,  and  to  every  sea,  to  which  our 
citiiens  ue  carried  by  their  indnstry  and  enter- 
prise, to  which  they  are  invited  by  lie  wanta  of 
Others^  and  have  a  right  to  go,  we  most  either  pro- 
tect them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  or 
abandon  them,  in  certain  events,  to  vaste  and  deso- 
htioD.  Oar  attitode  ia  highly  interesting  as  relates 
to  other  powers,  and  partloiJariy  to  our  Southern 
neighbors.  We  have  duties  to  perform  with  respect 
to  ^  to  which  we  most  be  fUthfuL  To  every  kind 
of  danger  we  should  pay  the  most  vigilant  and  mi- 
ceasng  attention  t  mmovc  the  caose  when  prac- 
ticable ;  and  be  prepared  to  meet  it  when  inevitable. 

Agahist  foreign  danger,  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment saems  to  be  already  aetued.  The  events  of 
the  late  war  admoniihed  ui  to  make  onr  maritime 
fronlSer  impregoable,  by  a  well-digested  chain  of 
fortifications,  and  to  give  elScient  protection  to  our 
commerce,  by  augmenting  our  Navy  to  a  certain 
extent ;  wliiah  has  been  steadily  pursaed,  and  which 
It  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  complete,  as  soon  as  dr- 
CWMlanoea  will  permit.    In  the  event  of  war,  it  is 


on  the  maritime  frontier  that  we  shall  lie  sssaikd. 
It  Is  In  that  quartsr,  therefore,  that  we  should  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  attack.  It  i*  there  that  out 
whole  force  will  be  celled  into  action,  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  our  towns,  and  the  desolaUoD 
and  pillage  of  the  interior.  To  give  full  effect  to 
this  policy,  great  Improvements  will  be  indispenMbla. 
Access  to  those  works,  by  every  pracdcihle  eoB- 
munlcation,  should  be  made  easy,  and  In  every  dt 
rection.  The  interconrse,  also,  between  ercryiait 
of  our  Union,  should  also  be  promoted,  and  £iaU- 
tated  by  the  exercise  of  those  powers,  which  miy 
comport  with  a  fkitliltal  regtu-d  to  the  great  prino- 
pies  of  our  coostitutioa.  With  respect  to  iuienul 
caoses,  those  great  principles  point  out,  with  equal 
certainty,  the  policy  to  be  pursued.  Regting  on 
the  people,  as  our  governments  do,  State  and  Na- 
tional, with  well-defined  powers,  it  is  of  the  highest 
importance  that  they,  severally,  keep  within  the 
limits  prescribed  to  them.  Fulfilling  that  saoed 
duty,  it  is  of  equal  importance,  the  movement  be- 
tween them  be  harmonious  ;  and  in  case  of  any  dis- 
agreement, should  such  occur,  that  a  calm  appeal 
be  made  to  the  people ;  and  that  their  voice  bt 
heard,  and  promptly  obeyed.  Both  GovemlBenU 
being  instituted  for  the  conunon  good,  they  cannot 
fail  to  prosper,  while  those  who  made  them  are  at- 
tentive to  the  conduct  of  their  representatires,  and 
control  their  measures.  In  the  pursuit  o!  thess 
great  objects,  let  a  generous  spirit,  and  national 
views  and  feelings  be  indulged ;  and  let  every  part 
recollect,  that,  by  cherishing  that  spirit,  and  im- 
proving ^e  condition  of  the  others,  in  whit  relates 
to  thdr  welfare,  the  general  interest  will  not  only 
be  promoted,  but  the  local  advantage  redprocated, 
byalL 

I  cannot  conclude  this  commnoication,  the  list 
of  the  kind  which  I  shall  have  to  make,  witbaut 
recollecting,  with  great  sensibility  and  heartfelt 
gratitude,  the  many  instances  of  the  public  conft- 
snce,  and  the  generous  support  which  I  have  le- 
lived  from  my  fellow^jitiiens  in  the  various  trusts 
with  which  I  have  been  honored.  Having  mm- 
manced  mj  service  in  early  youth,  and  continued  it 
since  with  few  and  short  intervals,  I  have  witnessed 
the  great  difficulties  to  which  onr  Union  has  been 
exposed,  and  admired  the  virtue  and  courage  «itli 
which  tbey  were  surmounted.  From  the  preeent 
prosperous  and  happy  state.  I  derive  agiatiEcation 
wMch  I  cannot  express.  That  these  blcsdugi  nuj 
be  preserved  and  perpetoated,  will  be  the  object  of 
my  fervent  and  unceasing  prayen  to  the  Supremt 
Buler  of  the  Universe.  JAMES  MONBOE. 

WAEBaorog,  Dttembtrl,  IBM. 
On  motion  of  l£r.  Llotd,  of  Maaaaobosetts,  it 

OnZerei,  That  three  thousand  copies  of  flia 
Ueesage  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  B>.BBorB,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  fifteen  hundred  oopiefl  of  the 
doonmontB  accompanying  sud  Message  bo  print- 
ed fbr  the  nse  of  the  Senate. 

WBDmsDAT,  December  8. 

Mr.  Babboc^  from  the  Joint  Committee  »• 

pointed  to  consider  and  report  what  reroeotnil 

mode  it  may  be  proper  for  Oonmss  to  adopt  to 

ve  General  iMiXTxra,  made  the  followinf 

report: 
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"Tbe  ComiDUlee  on  the  p^H  of  the  Seoate  re- 
commend Uut  tbe  Freaideat  of  the  Senate  invite 
Genenl  IiAtatxtti  to  take  a  seat,  such  aa  he  shall 
dtngpate,  in  tbe  Senate  Chamber :  that  the  com- 
mituio  deliTer  the  inTitation  to  the  General,  and  In- 
trodnce  him  into  the  Sen&te,  and  the  memben  re- 
Mjve  the  General  nandlng." 

In  deliverfng  tliis  rqwrt,  Ur.  Bibboitb  stated 
that  the  Joint  Oominitt«e,  .eatertaining  oveiy 
Irish  to  niftke  the  reception  of  General  Las' at- 
XFTX  aa  complimentaiy  Bs  possible,  ^et  fonnd 
dlScnlties  in  die  waj  otanj  an-angemeDt  for  a 
Joint  proceeding,  wbioh  were  not  eaailj  remov- 
able ;  and  it  was  therefore  thonffht  bj  the  oom- 
ndttee  beat  (br  each  Honee  bo  adopt  its  own  or- 
nngemeDts,  and  its  own  form,  in  the  reoepdon 
<^  uiat  distlDiniished  individou. 

It  was  retMMd,  vnaninuviljf,  That  the  Sen- 
ile do  coDcnr  in  the  report 

TmrsBDiT,  December  9, 
Beetption  o/LttfayttU. 

lb.  Bakboub,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  perform  that  dnt;,  reported  that  tney  hod 
waited  oa  Qeneral  LiJi.TKTTS,  with  the  inrita- 
tkm  of  the  Senate,  and  that  he  had  informed 
tbem  be  woold  wiut  on  the  Senate  this  d^  at 
me  o'clock. 

At  one  o'clock,  General  Lat^txite  entered 
the  Chamber  of  the  Senate,  acoompanied  b;  the 
committee  of  that  body.  On  entering  the  bar, 
Hr.  Barbocs,  ohurman  of  the  committee,  an- 
Donnoed  the  presence  of  the  General,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "We  introduce  General  Laht- 
nrc  to  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States;" 
whereapon,  the  Preddent  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Saoatora  nwe  from  th^  seats,  and  the  General, 
advancing  towards  the  Ohtdr  of  the  SenatA,  was 
lorit«d  by  the  President  to  take  a  seat,  pre- 
pared Ibr  him  on  the  ri^t  of  Che  Ohair. 

Soon  after  the  General  was  seated, 

Mr.  BiKBonB  moved  that  the  Senate  a4}oDm. 

Ur.  Llotd,  of  Mass.,  cononrred  in  the  wiah 
for  the  Senate  to  a^ourn,  to  afford  the  mem- 
bers an  <^portnnit7  of  pajing  their  individual 
tmects  to  Oen.  LuATnrK 

The  Senate  then  adjourned,  and  the  Senators, 


were  cordially  and  fMingly  reoiprooated. 

TuxsDAT,  December  14. 

Inland  Trad»  Mietm  Mittouri  and  Santa  Ft, 

qfjfeu  Menieo. 


ject  of  a  trade  and  interoonrse  between  that 
State  and  the  interoal  Provinces  of  Mexico. 

[This  petition  redted,  that  a  beneflciHl  trade  had 
been  eaitied  on  for  some  yean  between  tbe  inhab- 
bsots  of  tlM  two  ooDotrieB,  in  whkb  doDMSiic  cot- 


tons and  other  articles  had  been  oarried  out  from 

the  United  States,  and  gold,  silver,  fiirs,  and  rnokt, 
brought  back  in  return ;  that  the  interrenine  tribes 
of  Indians  presented  the  only  obstacle  to  uie  sno- 
ceaatU  prosecution  of  the  trade  npon  a  large  scale; 
that  the  merchandise  had  to  be  carried  through  a 
tract  of  conntry  inhabited  bj  i^erent  tribes,  to 
enter  whose  territory,  without  a  license,  was  pend 
nnder  the  laws  of  the  United  BCates,  and  daugeroua, 
unless  Che  consent  of  the  tribes  was  preTiousI;  ob- 
tained :  that  some  outrages  to  persons,  and  repeat- 
ed depredations  on  property,  had  already  been  com- 
mitted ;  and  that  a  total  ^termption  to  the  eom- 
merdal  and  social  intercourse,  so  happily  began  is 
that  quarter  between  tbe  citizens  of  the  two  Be- 
publics,  might  be  apprehended,  milen  tbe  Ooven- 
ment  of  the  United  States  interposed  for  its  pTOte» 
tioo.     The  petiCiOQ,  therefore,  prayed — 

I.  That  the  right  of  an  unmolested  passage,  for 
persons  and  property,  upon  a  designated  route,  be- 
tween the  frontiers  of  Missouri  and  the  Internal  prov- 
inces of  Mexico,  might  be  obt^oed  by  treaty  mi^ 
nlations  fWim  the  Indians  referred  to. 

fi.  That  a  military  post  and  an  Indian  agency 
might  be  established  on  the  Aikaosas  Biter,  at  the 
point  of  this  interseotioa  of  that  river  by  the  pro- 
posed route.] 

The  petition,  npon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bestok, 
was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Indian  AfiUn. 

Monday,  December  20. 
Qeneral  LaftngetU, 

Mr.  Hatub,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
for  was  referred  the  subject  of  makJngprovintHi 
Gen.  L&PAmn,  reported  the  following  bUl: 

"  A  Bill  making  provisioa  for  General  I«b^ 
etto. 

"£■  A  enadsd^  its..  That  the  snm  of  (wo  hundred 
tbousaod  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  grant- 
ed to  U^or  General  La&yette,  in  compensaUon  for 
his  important  services  and  eipencBtores  during  the 
American  Bevolution,  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  a 
stock  to  that  amount  be  Issued  In  Us  &vor,  dated 
the  4th  of  July,  ISM,  bearing  an  annual  interest  of 
six  per  cent.,  payable  quarter  yearly,  and  redeema- 
ble on  the  Slst  December,  IBM. 

"Sec.  a.  Andht  if_^(rt)Urauie(^That  onecon^ 
piste  sad  entire  Township  of  I^nd  be,  and  the  same 
IS  hereby,  granted  to  the  said  Ui^or  General  La&y- 
ette,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  sathorized  to  cause  the  said  Township  to  be  lo- 
cated on  any  of  the  PabUc  Iisnds  which  remain  un- 
sold, and  that  patents  be  issued  te  General  La&y- 
etU  for  the  same. 

The  bill  wss  twioe  read,  by  general  oonienl^ 
and  Mr.  Haink  gave  notice  that  he  should  moT» 
ita  third  reading  to-morrow. 

TnisDAT,  December  31. 

The  Senate  then,  Moording  to  the  order  fA 
the  day,  took  np  the  bill  niaxing  provision  iat 
General  Lavatcxib  ;  and,  no  amendment  being 
proposed  thereto,  the  qnestim  was  about  to  be 
put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  a  tlilrd 
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Mr.  Uuxm  rose.  It  wu  with  painftal  rdne- 
bmoe,  he  said,  that  he  felt  tunueJf  obliged  to 
oppose  his  voice  to  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
He  admitted,  to  the  fbU  extent  claimed  for 
them,  the  great  bdA  meritorioos  seirices  of 
Qeaeral  La&jette,  and  he  did  not  object  to  the 
precise  earn  which  this  bill  proposed  to  award 
nim;  bat  heo^ectedtothe  DillonthiBgroaad: 
Ite  considered  Qeneral  La&yette,  to  all  intents 
snd  porpoees,  as  having  been,  daring  oar  Beyo- 
Intion,  a  sou,  adopted  into  the  familj,  taken 
into  the  household,  and  placed,  in  everj  respeot, 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  other  sons  of  the 
same  family.  To  treat  him  as  others  were 
Seated,  was  all,  in  thia  view  of  hia  relation  to 
lit,  that  oonld  be  reqalred,  and  this  had  been 
done.  That  General  Laho'ette  made  great 
•acrific«s  bM  spent  mnch  of  his  money  in  the 
service  of  this  coontry,  said  Hr.  U.,  I  as  firmly 
believe  as  I  do  any  other  thing  under  the  mm ; 
I  have  no  doubt  that  every  faculty  of  his  mind 
and  body  were  exerted  in  the  Bevolntionary 
war,  in  defence  of  this  coontry ;  but  this  was 

Zally  the  case  with  all  the  sons  of  the  ijunilr. 
ly  native  Americans  spent  their  all,  made 
great  sacrifioeB,  and  devoted  their  lives  in  the 
same  canse.  This  was  the  ground  of  his  olgeo- 
tion  to  this  bin,  which,  he  repeated,  it  was  as 
disagreeable  to  him  to  state  as  it  ooold  be  to 
the  Senate  to  hear.  He  did  not  mean  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  debate  upon  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  or  to  move  any  amend- 
ment to  it  He  admitted  that,  when  sneh  things 
were  done,  they  should  be  done  with  a  free 
hand.  It  was  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  there- 
fbre,  and  not  to  the  som  proposed  to  be  given 
by  it,  that  he  objected.  With  regard  to  the 
details  of  the  hill,  however,  he  was  rather  of 
the  opinion  that  it  wonld  have  been  better  to 
bavB  given  so  mnch  money,  which  we  have  in 
the  treasury,  than  to  have  g^ven  stock  to  the 
amonnt. 
Mr.  Bbowit,  of  Ohio,  said  that  this  bill  pnr- 

girted  to  give  a  compensation  to  General  La- 
yett«  for  services  rendered.  He  should  like 
to  know  what  evtdeDce  had  indnoed  the  com- 
mittee to  snppose  th^  the  amount  proposed 
was  the  proper  amoont  of  oompeusation.  He 
■honld  like  to  know  how  far  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation was  grounded  on  claims  for  services 
or  for  ezpendlture.  He  shonld,  indeed,  like  to 
see  the  phraseology  of  the  bill  changed.  He 
■honld  like  to  have  the  hill  recommitted,  also,  for 
anotiter  and  a  peculiar  season.  As  it  proposed 
to  r^se  money  by  a  loan,  he  doubted  whether 
that  provision  of  the  bill  was  not  invading  the 
peonUar  privilege  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Under  ine  infinence  of  these  considera- 
tions, he  moved  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  HiiTNB,  of  South  Carolina,  add  he  had 
fmtertained  the  hope  that  this  bill  wonld  have 
given  rise  to  no  discussion ;  and  if  no  other  o1>- 
jeotion  had  been  made  to  it  than  that  of  his 
friend,  (Mr.  M1.00H,)  who  was  opposed^  upon 
principle,  to  making  an  appropriation  m  sny 
case,  or  nnder  any  circumstances,  by  way  oi 
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compensation  for  lossee  and  services  in  the 
pnbho  cause,  he  did  not  know  that  he  shonld 
now  have  risen.  But  the  objection  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  made  it  his  duty  to  submit, 
as  briefly  as  possible,  his  views  of  this  question. 
He  trusted,  he  add,  that  he  should  be  able  to 
satiny  the  Senate,  and  to  satisfy  even  tha 
scruples  of  the  genUeman  himself^  that  there 
was  no  occasion  at  this  time  to  recommit  the 
bill.  The  objection  of  his  Mend  on  his  right 
(Mr.  Uxoo;<]  went  to  the  root  of  the  bill ;  for, 
Mr.  H.  said,  he  understood  that  gentieman  to 
say  that,  though  an  indlvidool  might  have  spent 
his  substance  in  the  service  of  his  coontry,  and 
put  "his  hand  into  liis  pocket  and  paid  out  money 
for  its  use,  that  money  should  not  be  refunded 
to  him  by  the  Government.  AH  this,  said 
Mr.  H.,  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  General 
Lafayette  has  done,  and  that  the  adoption  of 
the  measure  now  proposed  will  be  not  only  an 
act  of  Justice  to  him,  but  a  du^  which  we  ow» 
to  onrselvea.  Mr.  H.  said  he  held  in  his  handa 
documents  which  he  hod  not  intended  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Senate,  because  he  had  already  sub- 
mitted them  very  generally  to  the  private  in- 
spection of  the  members ;  but,  called  upon,  as 
he  now  was,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  to  preaent 
them  publicly  to  the  Senate.  Mr.  H.  then 
submitted  a  statement,  founded  on  a  document 
which  had  been  received  from  France  by  a 
member  of  the  Benate,  ftvm  which  it  appewed 
that,  when  General  La&yette  embarked  fbr 
America,  in  17T7,  he  possessed  an  income  of 
146,000  francs,  about  $88,700— sn  incoma 
which.  It  is  well  known,  had  been  reduce^  by 
his  losses  and  sacrifices  in  the  cause  of  liberty 
throughout  the  world,  to  a  very  email  sum. 

It  also  f^peared,  from  the  same  document, 
that,  during  six  years,  from  1777  to  17B3,  the 
Genera]  htS  expended  in  the  American  service, 
700,000  francs,  equal  to  140,000  dollars.  Mr. 
H.  adverted  to  farther  sacrifices  which  the 
General  had  made  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  aa 
established  by  this  document;  but  the  finlj 
fact  in  it  to  which  he  wished  particularly  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  was,  that  be 
sacrificed,  more  than  forty  years  ago,  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  dollars  of  his  private 
fortune  In  the  service  of  this  country.  And 
how  was  this  aacrifloe  made!  Under  what 
oiroumstances  I  Was  he  one  of  our  own  citi- 
zens,— one  of  those  whose  livee  and  fortunes 
were  necessarily  exposed  during  the  vicisn- 
todes  of  a  contest  for  the  i^ht  of  self-govern- 
ment t  Ko,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  no  auch  thing. 
If  he  had  been  a  native  Amerioan,  and  had  lost 
his  whole  estate  by  the  war,  he  would  have 
incurred  a  misfortune  to  which  all  his  fellow- 
citizens  were  liable  in  common  with  himBe1£ 
But  he  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  rank  and  for- 
tune in  his  own  oountij,  cheered  by  the  smiles 
of  his  sovereign,  and  rich  in  the  treasures  of 
domestic  joy.  And  yet  he  tore  himself  awaj 
from  his  country  and  his  home,  to  fight  the 
battles  of  freedom  in  a  foreign  land,  and  to 
m«ke  oommon  oaose  with  «  people  to  whom 
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he  owed  no  iatj — a  people  then  engaoed  in  a 
contest  considered  omiost  hopeless.  Nor  was 
he  MtUfied  with  the  dsTOtion  of  his  personal 
servicea.  He  eqoipped  aod  armed  a  r^pment 
M  bis  own  proper  charge,  and  oame  here  with 
a  TCMel  freighted  with  arms  and  mnnitioDs  of 
war,  which  Le  diatribnted  gratoilonsly  among 
your  people.  And  it  is  a  matt«r  of  record  on 
the  pages  of  f  our  hiator;,  that  he  pat  shoes  on 
the  feet  of  joor  barefoot  and  anffenng  soldiery. 
For  these  servioes  he  asked  no  recompense — 
he  received  none.  He  spent  Ms  fortone  for 
f  on ;  he  shed  Ms  blood  for  70Q ;  and  without 
aeqairing  an^  thing  bnt  a  cl^m 


himt  It  was  not  until  the  year  1794,  that 
they  gave  to  him  the  full  pay,  without  interest, 
wMch  he  was  entitled  to  hwre  received  twelve 
or  fourteen  years  before.  Did  they  then  at- 
tempt to  remunerate  him  for  the  serrice,  other 
than  military,  wMch  the  gallant  Gteuerai  had 
rendered  to  the  coostry  ?  No,  sir.  Bnt,  if  an 
American  oitizen  had  put  his  hand  into  his 
pocket,  equipped  a  raiment  for  the  service  <tf 
his  oonntiy,  clothed  its  nakedness,  and  put 
(hoes  upon  their  bleeding  feet,  wonld  he  not 
have  been  entitled  to  oompensation  for  snch 
expenditure  1  Sir,  if  we  were  to  resort  to  a 
calcnlati(»i  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence ;  if 
we  were  to  draw  np  an  aoconnt-current  with 
General  I^jayette,  the  balance  in  his  favor 
would  &r  ezoeed  the  amoont  wMch  by  this  bill 
it  is  proposed  to  appropriate.  Bat  this,  tii. 
B.  said,  was  not  tliB  groond  on  wMch  he  was 
dispoaed  to  rest  the  measurcL  He  woold  appeal 
to  nigher  and  more  generous  conwderations. 
It  is  not  that  an  account  iv  to  be  settled,  but  a 
debt  of  gratitude  is  to  be  aetnotBUdetd—t  debt 
which  can  never  be  discharged. 

Hr.  S.  stated  that  there  was  an  incident  in 
the  life  of  Genei«I  La&yette,  which  was  ex- 
plained fay  the  documents  which  he  held  in  hia 
hand,  and  wMch  presented  his  eonduot  In  such 
a  delightful  point  of  view,  that  he  could  not 
refrain  from  bringing  it  to  Qie  view  of  the  Sen- 
ate^ tboo^  he  ^omd  not  found  upon  it  any 
claim  for  remuneratioa  for  the  sacrificee  whi(£ 
the  General  bad  incurred  on  Uie  ocoasion  al- 
luded to.  It  wonld  be  recollected  that,  in 
Itarch,  1608,  Congress  made  a  grant  of  11,B20 
acres  of  land  to  Gea  La&yette.  In  the  year 
following,  he  was  authorized  to  locate  his  war- 
rant oa  any  vacant  land  in  the  territory  of 
Orleans ;  and,  on  the  Ttlt  April,  1806,  his  agent 
in  this  coonttj  did  locate  a  tract  of  1,000  acres 
vaeant  land  a^oining  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
On  the  Sd  March,  1807,  Congress,  without  ad- 
verting to  this  location  in  behalf  of  the  Oen- 
«nl,  and,  indeed,  wholly  onoonBcious  of  the  &ct 
that  it  had  been  made,  granted  to  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  a  m>ace  of  six 
hondred  yards  around  the  fortifications  of  ihe 
dty,  including  a  valnable  portion  of  the  very 
land  which  had  been  previously  entered  by  the 
(1=.,™!     11=  _.,.  i —mediately  informed  of  the 


General.    He  was  ii 


&ct ;  it  was  stated  to  him  that  Ms  right  to  tliia 
land  was  onqnestionable ;  and  Hr.  U.  held  in 
Ms  hand  a  stBt«ment  made  by  an  eminent  law- 
yer and  Jarist,  now  a  member  of  the  other 
Honse,  showing  that  a  l^al  opinion  was  for- 
warded, assuring  the  General  that,  in  a  oonteat 
with  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  he  must  snooeed. 
Another  dooomeut  wMcb  Ur.  Hayne  had  ob- 
tained from  a  different  source,  stated  that  tba 
value  of  the  land  had  even  then  been  discover- 
ed, ^  that  $fiO,000  could  have  been  obtained 
for  the  General's  title  to  it.  And  what  was  the 
conduct  of  Lafayette  on  being  informed  of 
these  facts?  He  promptly,  and  without  hesi- 
tation, commmuc^«d  to  Ma  agent  "that  he 
would  not  consent  even  to  inquire  into  the 
validity  of  his  title ;  tliat  he  could  not  think  ot 
entering  into  litigation  with  any  public  body  ha 
the  United  States ;  tliat  the  property  had  been 
gratuitously  bestowed  upon  nim  by  the  tJuit«d 
States,  sM  it  was  with  them  to  say  what  had 
been  ^ven;  "  and  he  acoompanied  these  deo- 
lu«dons  by  a  positive  direction  to  his  agent  to 
relinqDisb  his  entry,  and  to  make  a  location  else- 
where. This  hss  been  done,  and  the  certificate 
from  liie  Land  Office  proves,  that  the  land  sub- 
stituted for  that  which  has  been  lost,  is  of 
very  inconsideraMe  value.  General  Lafiiyett«, 
however,  did  not  stop  here.  He  had  been  in- 
duced to  dispose  of  apart  of  his  interest  in  this 
land  to  an  Irish  baronet.  Sir  Josiah  OogbilL 
His  contract  witli  this  ^ntleman  created,  ot 
oouree,  much  embarrassment  to  him,  bnt  the 
General  only  considered  that  it  mi{fht  aito  »m- 
barmu  th«  Qonvmmmt  iff  the  Uhiitd  Stattt, 
He  made  an  appeal  to  liaat  gentleman,  who, 
with  a  liberality  worthy  of  sll  praise,  agreed  to 
relinquish  his  claims  to  the  land  in  qnesHon, 
and  aooept«d  a  clum  on  other  lands  m  aatie- 
fisotion  for  them.  LaAtyette  stopped  not  even 
here ;  he  was  not  solisfled  while  any  thing  re- 
muned  to  be  done.  I  have  mysd^  add  Ur.  H., 
seen  and  eiamined  on  file,  in  the  Land  Office, 
this  deed  of  relinqnidiment,  deposited  there  by 
General  Lo&yette,  himsdC  to  secure  flie  Gov- 
ernment from  all  htare  difficulty.  It  only  re- 
muns  for  me,  said  Ur.  H.,  to  add,  that  on  & 
portion  of  the  land  thus  generously  relinauish- 
ed,  now  stands  a  valnable  part  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  valued  by  ^tiemen  well  ae- 
qnwnted  with  it,  (acconfing  to  estimates  now 
before  him,)  at  from  /ovr  to  fiot  hundred  IhoK- 
itKtddollan. 

It  is  perfectly  immaterial,  said  Ur,  H.,  to  In- 
quire, whether  some  le^al  difficulty  misht  not 
have  existed  is  establisMng  the  GeneraTs  tilJe. 


General  has  relinquished  his  claim,  and  has 
never,  at  any  time,  clumed  indemnity,  that  ia- 
veetigation  wonld  now  be  useleea.  But,  the 
point  on  which  he  delighted  to  dwell,  was  the 
m^enanimity,  the  refinement  of  feeling,  the 
nome  delicacy  of  sentiment,  which  prompted 
the  General  at  once  to  abandon  his  olaims,  to 
refuse  even  to  inquire  into  tl»n,  md,  whollr 
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regardlesa  of  hia  own  intereatB,  to  look  only  to 
the  interqste  of  onr  oonntry. 

Bot  there  are  stdll  grooiids  almost  aa  strong 
as  its  equity  and  justioa,  aaid  Mr,  H.,  upon 
which  tJiis  olMm  may  be  placed,  AccorSng 
even  to  precedent,  if  precedents  were  conadtod 
to  Buch  a  case,  the  GoTenunent  would  be  bound 
to  reoompenBe  the  Bsrvioea  of  Laf^ette.  Do 
gentlemen  doubt  upon  this  point,  I  oonld  refer 
to  numerona  instancea  of  legialation  upon  Oie 
same  principles  on  which  this  bill  depends. 
Mr.  H.  here  referred  to  Beveral:  to  the  act 
making  oompensation  for  the  "  saorificea  and 
services "  of  Baron  Steuben ;  to  that  which 
^jiropriates,  in  the  language  of  this  bill,  "  an 
entire  township  of  land  "  for  a  recompense  to 
Arnold  Heniy  Dohrman,  for  dmilar  eerrioes ; 
to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  danghtera 
of  Connt  do  Grassa ;  and  to  that  providing  for 
the  widow  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

But  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  not  rely  upon 
preoedent  for  a  justification  of  this  measure. 
When  tlie  goveniment  of  a  nation  consults  the 
dictates  of  Jnstioe,  and  obeys  the  imptUse  of 
noble  sentimenta,  it  does  what  contributes  to 
the  gloty  and  Intereat  of  the  people.  Neither 
yrn  there  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  on 
the  score  of  precedent,  from  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  Can  this  bill,  s^d  he,  ever  be  drawn  into 
precedent  t  Oan  such  a  case  aa  Lafeyette's  ever 
again  oconr  I  Oan  the  nation  be  bom  ag^ ) 
Oan  it  assome  a  second  childhood  f  Oan  it 
ever  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  such  poverty  as  to 
require  similar  services )  And,  if  this  nation 
conld  be  shorn  of  its  power ;  be  rednced  to  ei- 
treme  distress  by  a  second  struggle  for  its  in- 
^pendence ;  and,  in  the  winter  of  its  fortunes 
aboold  be  anxionly  looking  for  sucoor,  in  arms, 
m  men,  and  in  money ;  aad,  at  such  a  crisis, 
a  foreign  nobleman,  bound  by  no  ties  to  us, 
should  make  a  crnaade  in  onr  behalf;  embark 
himself  and  his  fortunes  in  our  canae;  ponr 
forth  his  treasnree,  shed  hia  blood  in  onr  de- 
fence ;  and,  whilst  the  scale  of  onr  destiny  is 
in  equipoise,  throw  himaelf  into  the  balance ; 
would  you  consider  the  example  which  you 
would  set  by  this  bill,  as  one  which  yon  ought 
not,  in  such  a  ease,  to  follow  I  No,  air ;  the 
oaae  beforo  us  is  one  of  its  own  kind  ;  it  oan 
never  happen  again ;  and  if  it  could,  the  poe- 
ubility  of  anch  a  reonrrence  ought  to  oon~ 
itdtute  no  ol^eotion  to  the  proposed  measure. 

As  to  the  objection  whicn  had  been  urged  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  on  th» 
detaik  ctf  the  bUl,  Mr.  H.  would  only  obaerve, 
that  it  was  impossible,  in  a  measure  of  this 
nature,  to  meet  the  views  of  every  gentleman. 
The  committee  had  found  that,  while  groat 
nnaidmity  prevailed  among  the  membera  as  to 
(he  thing  to  be  done,  much  difference  of  opinion 
existed  as  to  the  beet  manner  of  domg  it.  He 
ly  oonjoro  ([enilemen,  therribre,  who 
1  in  the  prtjteipla,  to 
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to  surrender  their  peculiar  views  in  relation  to 
die  det^K  Some  gentlemen  prefer  a  grant  of 
money ;  othera  alook ;  and  othen  land.    The 


B  prepared 


conunitteehadtakengreatp^ne  toffive  to  their 
propoutiona  a  form  which  dionld  be,  aa  iar  aa 
possible,  aoc«ptable  to  all  Stock  was  jwreferred 
to  money,  because,  while  it  was  equal  in  value, 
and  was  always  otmvertible  into  money,  even 
at  a  premium,  it  would  famish  a  teeare  and 
esrtMn  wcome,  which  would  render  the  vet«rsn 
comforiiable  in  the  evening  of  his  days,  and 
smooth  his  path  to  the  grave ;  and,  being  the 
last  of  onr  debts  to  be  redeemed,  would  remain 
upon  record  aa  a  standing  monument  of  the 

Eatitude  of  a  free  people.  The  donedon  of 
id  bad  been  introdnced,  partly  from  a  hope 
that  it  mi^ht  induce  the  settlement  of  the  be- 
loved family  in  onr  country.  It  would  be  a 
rich  provision  for  the  grandchildren  of  Laby- 
ette.  It  was  thought,  moreover,  it  would  add 
to  the  graoe  of  the  measure.  Without  being 
over  much  disposed  to  consolt  the  opinions  a 
Europe,  it  was  important,  as  to  its  aspect 
abroad,  that  Ooncress  should  act  upon  this 
sabject  not  oijy  Bbwally,  bnt  sracenilly.  A 
thing  of  this  aorii,  he  misht  be  ^owed  to  add. 
to  be  well  done,  should  be  promptly  done,  ana 
with  unanimity.  He  entreated  of  gentlemen, 
therefore,  who  were  fiavorable  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  to  yield  up  the  objections  which 
tbey  might  feel  to  any  part  of  the  details,  as- 
suring  them  that  much  pains  had  been  taken 
to  adapt  them  to  the  prevailing  sentiment  of 
the  members. 

Thero  is  still  another  consideration,  which 
had  infinence  on  the  minds  of  the  oommittee, 
and  which  Mr.  Haths  considered  aa  not  the 
leaat  important  connected  with  this  auMeet 
It  is,  that  the  provision  to  be  made  should  not 
only  be  worthy  of  the  distinguiahed  per^Q  f« 
whom  it  is  intended,  but  that  it  should  be 
worthy  of  the  character  of  the  nation— worthy 
of  the  American  people.  National  character  la 
national  wealth ;  it  gives  a  tone  to  the  public 
and  feeling,  which'  add  strengtK  and 

ir^  to  the  oonntry.  Mr.  H,  was  certainly 
not  disposed  to  look  abroad  for  a  ruie  of  con- 
duct. He  would  not  consult  the  mistaken 
opinion  of  foreign  nations,  when  we  had  any 
^eat  dnty  to  perform.  And  yet  it  was  highly 
desirable  that  we  should  always  so  act  as  to 
command  the  respect  of  the  world.  I^o^ 
what  would  be  tnooght  of  us  in  Enrop^  J^ 
after  all  that  has  pawed,  we  ahonld  fail  to 
make  a  generous  and  liberal  provision  for  our 
venerable  gneett  We  have,  under  circnm- 
stances  calculated  to  give  to  the  event  great 
eclat,  invited  him  to  our  shores.  We  have  re- 
ceived him  with  the  ntmoat  enthusiasm.  The 
people  have  everywhere  greeted  him  in  _^e 
warmeat  terms  of  grstitnde  and  affection.  Tlie 
of  the  civilized  world  haa  been  dran-n 
to  the  event,  aa  one  even  of  national  ^P^' 
tanoe.  It  is  unfortunately  too  well  known  Mat 
the  oWect  of  onr  affectionate  attachment  dm 
spent  hia  fortone  in  the  service  of  mankma, 
and  that  we  ourselves  have  received  a  laW 
portion  of  the  wealth  which  he  has  never  he^ 
tated  freely  to  surrender  in  Qie  ]u^csas»<^ 
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freedom.  Now  what  will  be  thongbt  of  iu  in 
Europe,  and,  what  is  mach  more  important, 
how  will  we  deserve  to  be  thought  ot,  if  we 
•end  back  oar  venerable  gaest  without  ao; 
more  ■abatantial  proof  of  our  mtitDde,  thui 
ngne  «xpreBBioiu  of  r^ard }  We  will  be  a«- 
MMci  laxtA  be  knew  not  bow  it  oonld  be  eud 
mnjutUj/)  of  pretending  to  sentimenla  which 
we  did  not  fbal,  and  with  paying  frabsbuitia] 
•errices  with  nnmeuuDg  proCenioDB  of  esteem. 
By  bringing  Lafayette  to  the  United  States,  we 

eice  him  in  a  new  and  extraordinary  situation 
Bocietj.  We  have  oonnected  him  with  onr 
histot7.  Ton  have  made  him  a  spectaole  for 
the  world  to  gaie  on.  He  cannot  go  back  to 
Franoe  and  become  the  private  citizen  he  was 
when  he  left  it  Toa  have,  by  lie  universal 
homage  of  your  hearta  and  tongnes,  made  his 
booae  a  slirme,  to  which  every  pilgrim  cS  lib- 
erty, from  every  qnartflr  of  the  world,  will  re- 
pair. At  least,  let  him  not,  after  this,  want 
the  meaoB  of  giving  welcome  to  the  Ameri- 
tana  who,  whenever  they  visit  tiie  shores  of 
France,  will  repair,  in  crowds,  to  his  hospitable 
mansion,  to  testify  their  veneraUon  to  the  il- 
hutriona  compatriot  of  tb^  fathers.  La&yette 
win  be  a  connecting  link  between  the  old 
world  and  the  new.  By  yoor  voluntary  act 
70a  have  placed  him  in  this  extraordinary  sitna- 
tim ;  and  if|  after  all  that  has  been  done  and 
■aid,  we  permit  him  to  retom  home,  without 
paaniw  the  bill  on  yonr  table,  we  must  suffer  a 
bMB  of  reputation  at  home  and  abroad,  which 
time  cannot  repair.  Hr.  Ei.'nra  conoladed,  by 
regretting  that  he  had  been  oompelled  to  say 
even  thns  much  on  the  aatfieaL  He  knew  that 
in  this  HoDse,  as  in  Uie  nation,  there  existed 
bnt  one  feeling  of  gralitnde  and  a&botion  for 
Lafayette.  Be  knew  that  Hke  bill  wonld  paas 
witb  mor«  than  nsnal  nnanlmity,  but  he  oon- 
isdered  gentlemen,  who  hod  somplee  on  the 
■core  of  precedent,  or  who  objected  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  plan,  as  entitled  to  the  explanations 
which  he  bad  attempted  to  ^ve,  of  the  views 
and  (pinions  of  the  committee. 

Ur.  ICaooh  row  to  diaolaim  ttie  belief  that 
G«D.  lAbyette  had  erer  Aimidked  any  doon- 
ment,  or  made  to  any  perxm  an;  intimation 
whaterer,  wi  the  nlject  of  the  measnre  now 
before  the  Senate,  As  for  himself  Mr.  U.  said, 
be  wished  it  to  be  tmderstood  that,  in  opporing 
this  bill,  he  discharged  what  was  to  him  a 
p^nfnl  dnty.  Eis  objection  was  not  to  the 
oeUils,  bnt  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  the 
argmnenta  of  the  gentleman  had  not  satisfied 
him  that  the  obj«otion  was  not  well-founded. 
Hot  that  he  bad  any  donbt  of  the  tnitii  of  the 
atatflnienlB  which  had  been  made  by  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Booth  Oarolina.  With  respect  to 
Xorope,  kfr.  U.  said  that  be  had  oo  doubt  that 
an  the  remet  wbioh  had  been  shown  to  General 
I^byette  nere,  was  unpleasant  to  the  rulers  of 
that  cooD&T'.  On  this  side  of  the  water,  aU 
wen  ^ad  to  aee  him;  even  the  toiies  who 
were  yet  living  would  be  glad  to  see  him. 
Among  a  nation  of  strangers  to  his  person, 
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Oeneral  Lafayette  oonld  go  nowhere  in  this 
oonntry  without  meeting  with  iViends.  'So 
hand,  in  any  part  of  this  country,  tonche^  his, 
but  he  may  feel  the  heart's  blood  beat  in  ita 
fingers. '  Mr.  UL  said  he  should  regret  it,  if  the 
Bontb,  when  he  goes  there,  should  be  behind 
any  other  port  of  the  Union  in  their  demcnstra' 
tions  of  regard  for  this  disticgniBhed  man.  He 
(Ud  not  believe  they  would  be.  Wherever  be 
moves,  among  the  monntoins,  or  on  the  plains, 
he  receives  a  heartfelt  welcome.  This,  Mr.  M. 
sui  would  safficiently  SBtisfy  Europe,  if  any 
doubt  remained  on  that  point,  what  is  the  opin- 
'  n  which  this  country  eMertoins  of  the  ser- 

oes  of  Lafayett«. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Maryland,  entirely  accordinc 

the  sngMstion  of  Xha  gentleman  from  BoutS 
Carolina,  timt  whatever  was  done  on  this  snb- 
jeot,  if  done,  onght  to  be  done  quickly,  moved 
that  the  bill  abonld  have  its  third  reading  tbis 
day. 

The  engroaeed  biO  making  provision  tta 
General  Lo&yette  was  aooordingly  read  a  third 
time :  and  the  qoec&m  being  stated  on  ita  poa- 

«  ordered,  and  were 

Tuo.  —  Uessra.  Barbour,  Bonligny,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Otayton,  Pickerton,  Eaton,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  LoiMono,  Kel- 
ly, King  of  Alsbsmo,  King  of  New  ToA,  Koigfat, 
Lanman,  Uc^d  of  Massadmsetts,  Lloyd  of  lUrj- 
land,  Edward*,  ElUott,  flndlsy,  Ooillard,  Hajne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Hobnee  of  Hia^anpiu,  Lowrie, 
IfoLaon,  MiUs,  Fahner,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tan  Burea,  Tan  Dyke, 
WnUams. 

Nats.  —  Heasr*.  Barton,  BeQ,  Broim,  Cobb, 
■aocn,  Noble,  Boggles. 

Bo  the  biU  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  adjonmed. 

TnuBsnAT,  December  S8. 
Otneral  L(^fay«tlt. 

The  bill  passed  bj  the  House  of  Sepresmt- 
advea,  "  concerning  General  Lapatbtti,"  was 
brought  to  the  Senate  for  concurrenoe. 

The  bUl  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time;  it  was  then,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Babboub,  rMd  a  second  time, 
without  objection,  and  token  up  in  Oommltteo 
of  the  Whole.  No  amendment  or  objection 
being  made  to  the  bill  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and,  on 
the  qneeUon  of  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  it  was  canied  with  bnt  one  audiUe 
disnentinK  voice. 

The  bm  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SinTH, 
and  by  nnanlmons  oonsent,  read  the  third  lime, 
paeecD,  nemtne  eontradiemU,  and  returned  to 
the  other  House,  with  a  message  aoqnmnting 
that  House  therewith. 
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Thubsdit,  Deoember  80. 
(^rnimunication  to  I/^fiiyetU. 

nie  resolation  was  reoeived  fhim  the  Honse 
of  SepreseDtativM  proposiiig  a  Joint  Oommit- 
t«e  to  wut  on  General  Idikjette,  end  anuoiuioe 
to  him  the  paasage  of  the  act  in  hja  &Tor, 
and  requesting  hia  acceptance  of  tha  provitdon 
therein  made  for  him. 

The  reaolution  waa  agreed  to  n«n.  wn^  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  'Ba.tsx,  and  Bocljcinz,  ware  ap- 
pointed bj  the  OhMr,  the  oonunittee  on  toe 
part  of  the  SenateL 

MoNSAi^aiiQary  8, 1826. 

Iniani  Trade  betwem  Mimowri  and  JTmuo. 

Hr.  Bbnton  rose,  and  stated  to  the  Senate 
that  he  had  reoeived  a  paper  wbitdi  he  took 
the  liberty  of  presentiiig.  It  was  a  state- 
ment of  &cts  in  relation  to  the  ori^n,  present 
state  and  Aiture  prospects,  of  trade  and  inter- 
oonrse  between  the  valley  of  the  HisBisBippi 
and  the  internal  provinces  of  Ifezico.  In- 
tending, for  a  year  past,  to  bring  this  snt^ect 
before  the  Senate,  and  to  claim  for  it  a  share 
of  the  national  protection,  Mr.  B.  sud  that  he 
hod  felt  the  necessity  of  resting  his  demand 
apon  a  solid  fonndalion  of  facts.  With  this 
Tiew,  be  had  addressed  himself;  during  the 
last  sainmer,  to  many  inhabitants  of  ^s- 
sonri,  who  had  bees  penooally  engaged  in 
the  trade;  among  others,  to  Mr.  Angtistus 
Storrs,  Iste  of  Now  Hampshire,  a  genUemsn 
of  character  and  inteUigenoe,  every  way  ca- 

C'  'e  of  relating  things  as  he  saw  them,  and 
pabte  of  relating  them  otherwise.  This 
genUemsn  had  been  one  of  a  oaravsn  of  eighty 
persons,  one  hnndred  and  fifty-six  horses,  and 
twenty-three  wsgons  and  oarriagea,  which  had 
made  the  expedition  from  Hiuonri  to  Santa 
Tit,  (of  New  Mexico,)  in  the  months  of  May 
and  Jnne  last.  His  aceonnt  was  foil  of  int«r- 
est  and  novelty.  It  sonnded  like  romance  to 
hear  of  caravans  of  men,  horses,  and  wagons, 
traversing  with  tbetr  merchandise  the  vast 
plain  which  lies  between  the  Missis^ppi  and 
the  Eio  del  Norte.  The  story  seemed  better 
adapted  to  Asia  than  to  North  America.  Bat, 
romantic  as  it  might  seem,  the  reaUty  had  si- 
ready  exceeded  the  visions  of  the  wildest 
Ima^nation.  The  Jonmey  to  New  Mexico 
bnt  lately  deemed  a  chimerical  project,  had 
become  an  afftur  of  ordinary  oocorrenoe.  Banta 
F6,  bnt  lately  the  UUima  TAule  of  American 
MiterprisB,  was  now  considered  as  a  stage  only 
in  the  progress,  or  rather,  a  new  point  of  de- 
parture to  our  invinoible  citizens.  Instead  of 
taming  back  from  ttiat  ftoint  the  caravans 
broke  up  there,  and  the  gubdivisions  branched 
off  in  different  directions  in  search  of  new 
theatres  for  their  enterprise.  Some  proceeded 
down  the  river  to  the  Pose  del  Norte;  some 
to  the  mines  of  Ohihnahna  and  Dnrango,  in 
the  province  of  New  Biscay;  some  to  Sonora 
And  Sinaloa,  on  the  Qnlf  of  California;  and 
some,  seeking   new   lines    of  oommunication 


wHh  the  Padflo,  had  nndertakea  to  descend 
the  wastem  b1<^  of  our  continent,  throngh 
the  nnexplored  r^ws  of  the  Multnomah  and 
Bnenaveatnra.  The  frnit  of  these  enterprisesj 
for  the  present  year,  amoonted  to  $190,000  in 
gold  and  silver  bnllion  and  coin,  and  preoions 
birs ;  a  enm  considerable,  in  itself,  in  the  com- 
merce of  an  in&nt  State,  bnt  chiefly  deserv- 
ing a  statesman's  notice  as  an  earnest  of  what 
might  Iw  expected  from  a  r^ulated  and  pro- 
tected trade.  The  principal  article  ^ven  In 
exchange,  is  that  of  which  we  have  the  great- 
est abondanoe,  and  which  has  the  peonliar  ad- 
vantage of  making  the  circuit  of  the  TTnioa 
before  it  d^>arta  from  the  territories  of  the 
repnblio — cotton — which  mws  in  the  Bontl^ 
is  manufaotared  in  the  North,  and  exported 
from  the  West  Mr.  B.  said  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  had  already  been  drawn  to 
tills  snlject,  and  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
feirs  stood  charged  with  an  Inqniry  into  tlie 
expedient^  of  treatitig  with  the  lodian  tribes 
between  Mieeonri  and  Mexico,  for  the  tight  cj 
a  safe  passage  throngh  their  coontries.  The 
[Wper  presented  oonti^ed  information  eraen- 
tisl  to  that  committee.  It  oont^ned  precise 
information  npon  the  ronte  to  be  pnrsaed,  and 
the  tribes  to  be  conciliated.  It  contoiaod, 
besides,  authentic  detuls  npon  the  extent  and 
value  of  the  trade,  and  snggesUons  for  its  pro- 
tection. It  had  been  drawn  np  at  his  partio- 
nlar  reqneeL  and  in  answer  to  qneries  proponed 
by  him.  He  deemed  it  the  fairest,  si^est,  and 
most  satisfactory  manner  of  conveying  to  tha 
Senate  the  body  of  foots  on  which  he  sbonld 
rely,  when  the  gnestion  of  extending  protection 
to  uiis  trade  snail  be  called  up  for  decision. 
He  therefore  moved,  that  the  statement  of  Mr. 


The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

G^ntrdl  LufityeiU. 
Mr.  BuTH,  from  the  Jc^t  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  announce  to  General  lA&yett«  the 
Eassoge  of  tha  act  In  his  bvor,  and  to  reqaeot 
is  aooeptanoe  of  the  provintMi  made  for  himi, 
reported  to  t^e  Senate  the  following  copy  of 
an  address  of  the  ocnnmittee  to  the  General, 
and  hia  reply. 
From  tie  Joint  Conunlate  to  General  Zj^ee/Oie, 
QiKiaiL ;  We  sre  ■  Committee  of  the  Seeato 
and  House  of  RepreaentatiTes,  ctiarged  with  the 
cSlce  of  Informing  you  of  the  ptasage  of  an  act,  ■ 
copy  of  which  we  uow  present.  Yon  will  pere^v* 
from  this  act,  sir,  that  tbe  two  Houbm  of  (JongresB, 
aware  of  the  larn  pecuniary  as  weU  as  other  eaeri* 
fleet  which  your  long  and  srdoous  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  freedom  has  eoM  you,  have  deemed  it  their 
privily  to  reimburse  a  portion  of  them,  as  havinc 
been  incurred  In  part  on  acconnc  of  the  Dnited 
States.  Tbe  principles  that  have  marked  your 
character  will  doC  permit  yau  to  oppose  uiy  objeo* 
tion  to  (he  discharge  of  so  much  of  the  national 
obligation  to  jou  as  admits  of  it.  We  are  directed 
to  express  to  you  the  confideace,  as  weD  as  the  re- 
quest, of  the  (wo  BoDisa,  that  yon  wHl,  by  an  a^ 
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qnieaceiica  with  their  wuhai  In  tbia  nipaot,  ti 

— .1 —  .-  .1., ^jiij  ^gn«i  pnMb  yon  ha: 

1  Tor  a  p«opU,  wboM  wtM 
le  until  ths;  hkT«  ecMed  v 


■Dlj^ii  ta  ezpremm  of  our  gntificatJon  in  being 
tba  brgani  of  tUs  eonmnnioi^oii,  and  of  the  ^»- 
tingBiBlied  paraonil  reqwut  with  which  we  ara, 
joor  obedient  aerranta, 

8AKUEL  SHITH,      1    Committee 
EOBT.  T.  HATKB,  J-  of 

S.  BOnUGXT,         )  The  Senate. 
WK.  8.  ASGHER,  I   Committee 

B.  TAN  BKNSSBLAXR,  \       of  Uw 
FBILIP  S.  HABELET,  )  HonwofBe]M. 
WAKBtamoa,  Jam,  1, 1S3B. 

GkBXBAL  LuATETTl'a  BlFLT. 

OmltiBteit  of   tlu   OontmitUt  nf  balk  Haum  o/ 

The  Immense  and  nnexpeelad  gift,  wMob,  In  id- 
fition  to  fonnor  and  couddcrable  bounties,  it  has 
pleased  Congress  to  confec  open  me,  calls  fbr  the 
warmest  acbnowledgments  of  an  old  Amerion  sol- 
fier  and  adopted  son  of  the  UniUd  States — two 
thiu  desrer  to  my  heut  than  all  the  treasures  of 
the  worfd- 

HowFTCr  [n«nd  I  am  of  ereiy  lort  of  obligation 
neejred  from  (b«  people  of  the  United  Btatea  and 
ttdr  BepreMntaUTei  in  Congress,  the  large  extent 
of  tlua  bene&ction  might  have  (mated  in  mj  miud 
fiiiiliii|].ii  of  bemtation,  not  inconaistent,  I  hope,  with 
lllOH  of  the  most  giatefbl  reTerence.  Bat  the  so 
Tcrf  kind  raeolntion  of  both  Honaes,  deUvered  by 
foo,  gentlemen,  in  tenni  of  equal  kiodneM,  pre- 
dades  all  other  sentiments  but  those  of  the  llTdy 


eeptmg  the  numificent  tkvor,  I  have 
bw  yon  win  be  the  organ. 
Permit  me,  siso,  gentlemen,  to  Join  a  tender  of 

yalTectionate  petsonal  thai^  to  the  ezpresnon 
the  bigbect  reapact,  with  wbkh  I  baT«  the 
bonortobe, 

Tonr  obedient  servant, 

LAFATETTB. 
WtfsnrsMni,  Jon.  1, 18SS. 


TuzBDi.1,  Jtaaxuj  4. 
Iinjiriiimmmtfifr  Debt. 

Tbe  Benate  having  remned  the  conddeTsdon, 
rf  ttie  bin  "  to  abolish  impriBoiuneiit  ibr  debt." 

Hie  first  p*rt  of  the  fint  wctioa  of  the  bill 
b«ii«  a«  follows; — "That  bo  bail  or  soonrity 
Ibr  tbo  appearance  of  any  deftodsot  or  defend- 
(nte  ehall  nereafto'  be  raquired  npoD  the  service 
of  the  ori^iial,or  me«ne  prooen,  isnting  ont  of 
the  Goarta  of  the  United  Btatei,  in  any  action 
or  nit  whatever,  fbunded  on  oontraot,  entrees 
or  implied,  which  shall  be  made  or  entered  into 
•fttt  the  Aih  of  Jnly  nexL  nnlees  the  plaintiff, 
or  saoM  other  person,  shaU  make  oftth  or  affir- 
mation, before  the  clerk  or  officer  attesting  the 
nid  prooeea,  who  is  hereby  empowered  to  sd- 
minister  the  same,  or  before  some  other  pereoD 
anchorized  by  law  to  administer  oaths,  that  the 
defbidsnt  or  defendants  named  in  the  process, 
an  Jnsdy  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  or  plainUfb 


in  the  snm  oMmed  by  him  or  them,  and  thaH 
fiirtlwr  make  cath  or  affirmatioJi,  that  Its  or 
theg  have  reawn  to  ielime  that  the  said  d^end- 
ant  or  defendaatt  intend  to  remove  Jrom  tlu 
State  or  Territory,  or  intmd  to  1mm  tAe  United 
State*.-" 

Mr.  Tazkwxll  moved,  for  reaeone  which  he 
BSHgoed  in  aome  detail,  to  strike  oat  the  olauae 
printed  above  in  iialiet. 

Hr.  JoSMSov,  of  £enta(^,  deemin?  litis  pro- 
position to  affect,  in  a  ooosiderable  degree,  the 
prindple  of  the  bill,  opposed  it  with  much  ear- 
Ur.  Yah  Bosxir  also  opposed  the 


ported  the  amendment  at  conaideraUe  leogt^ 
as  expedient  and  necessary,  withont  any  inten- 
tjoti  to  impair  the  priociple  of  the  bill,  or  limit 
ita  scope  more  than  the  righta  of  oreditots,  m 
well  as  debtotH,  reqoired. 

Xi.  JoHBSToH,  of  LoDlsiana,  delivered  at 
large  his  aentimenia  in  support  of  the  bill  and 
against  the  amendment. 

SThe  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment 
>ropoaed  by  Hr.  Taeiwxll,  It  was  decided  aa 
bllowB,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Tku. — HestTS.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Cobb,  D'Wotf;  Dickerson,  Edwajda,  Etiiott, 
Oailtard,  Hayne,  Kmg  of  H.  T.,  Lloyd  of  Hdi, 
K cUvaine,  Uuis,  Noble,  Palmer,  Farrott,  Rubles, 
Seymonr,  and  Tueweil— 22. 

N j.r8. — Messrs,  Benton,  Bouligny,  Branoh,  Eaton, 
Flndlay,  Holmes  of  Me.,  Holmes  of  Hiss.,  Jackson, 
Jobnaon  of  Een.,  Johnston  of  Lou.,  Kelly,  King 
of  Ala.,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Hasa.,  Lowrie,  UoLean, 
Vacon,  Smith,  Talbot,  Thomai,  Tan  Buren,  and 
WinUioB— 22. 


The  qoeation  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrosaed  and  read  a  third  time,  and 
was  agreed  to,  withont  a  division. 

MfomxT,  Jannary  10. 
Svppremon  of  Piraey. 

Mr.  Baebdus,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
rign  Relationa,  to  whom  the  serersl  petitions 
on  tbe  salijeot  of  plradee  were  referred,  made 
the  following  repwi,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

"  That  onr  commerce  for  yean  has  been  harassed, 
and  the  lives  of  our  citiiens  destroyed,  by  piratea 
laeuing  from  tbe  colonies  of  Spain,  in  the  West  \a- 
dies,  is  a  bet  derived  not  only  from  the  message  of 
the  President,  bat  is  of  mdversal  notoriety.  These 
outrages  have  been  so  long  and  so  often  repeated, 
and  marked  with  socb  atnxdous  circumstaucea,  that 
a  detui  of  the  particular  cases  would  be  aa  Imprao- 
ticable  as  oauecesssry.  Our  Oovemment,  with  s 
view  to  protect  our  citiiens,  has  resorted  to  the 
means  within  their  power,  bj  stationing  a  nava] 
force  near  the  places  where  tbe  piralea  resort;  • 
measure  also  pursued  by  other  powers.  Every  ef- 
fort, heretofore,  has  been  unavailing,  to  put  an  end 
to  these  atrocities.  These  desperadoes,  acquiring 
confidence  fhim  impunity,  becoming  more  ferootoua 
from  habit,  and  multiplying  by  recruits  &Ma  the 
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moat  ftbtndoned  of  other  lutioni,  threUea  the  most 
disBStrona  mUchiera,  jasll;  kluming  to  that  hiehl; 
Taliuble  and  moit  reBpectable  portion  of  oar  fellow- 
dcizena  whose  pursuits  >ra  on  the  high  seM.  Jt  ig 
muiifclt,  as  well  from  fkcti  derived  from  other 
Murcea,  u  from  the  message  of  the  President,  that 
the  cODtinuance  of  this  evil  is  iscribable  to  the  uj- 
Inm  ifTorded  the  bwjditU  in  the  colonies  oF  Spoiti. 


^MuiiBh  Qovenunent,  demancUng  reparation  for  the 
put,  aai  securit;  for  the  future.  To  tbew  reiter- 
ated remoDstrances,  no  answer  was  returned  till 
Ter;  receatlj,  and  to  this  da;,  all  that  has  been 
obtained  Is  a  promiu  of  a  satiafactorj  answer  to 
the  appUca^ons  of  the  GOTemment  of  the  United 
States  :  although  Spain  has  been  solemnly  warned, 
that,  if  she  did  not  promptly  acquit  herself  of  her 
oblintloas  to  us  on  this  subject,  our  Goveniment 
woidd  be  cODitrsined,  fkim  the  nature  of  the  out- 
rages, to  become  its  own  aveuger,  and,  aTailiiig  it- 
•^  of  its  own  resourees,  protect  the  commeree  and 
tires  of  the  American  citizens  from  destruction. 
la  the  fame  spirit  of  conciliation,  an  appeal  has 
been  nuide  to  the  local  authorities,  accompanied 
with  a  request,  that  ii^  from  weakness,  they  were 
Boable  to  exterminate  the  hordes  of  banditti  who 
looli  shelter  from  pursuit  within  their  territories, 
Chat  permituon  might  he  gireo  Our  forces  to  pnr- 
■ue  them  On  land.  Thia  has  been  denied,  on  the 
.  Tain  punctilio  of  national  dignity.  The  posti 
which  Spain  now  stands  Is  that  of  connlTan 
these  iiiiuries,  or  incapadt;  to  prevent  them. 
■overeiKU  who  refuses  to  cause  reparation  t 
made  ot  the  damage  caused  bj  his  subject, 
ponieh  the  goiltj,  or,  in  short,  to  delirer  him  up, 
render*  himself  an  accomplice  in  tte  iqjurj,  arid 
becomes  responsible  for  it."  If  the  committee  were 
of  opinion  that  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
waa  wiUtal,  and  not  the  result  of  inabtllly,  they 
would,  with  a  fall  dew  of  all  the  consequent 
«hlcli  the  measore  lOToWea,  at  once  recommend 
appeal  to  the  last  resort  of  nations,  against  Spun, 
and  all  her  dependencies.  But,  beliering,  as  they 
do,  that  courtesy  requires  that  her  refusal  to  do 
ni  justice  should  be  placed  oo  the  ground  of  inabili- 
ty— an  liubilitj  resulting  &om  causes  which  the 
committee  intentionally  forbear  to  enumerate,  they 
content  themseLres  with  recommending  only  each 
measures  as  are  believed  to  be  indispeasable  eSect- 
ludly  to  reach  the  mischiet  And  hence,  tbey  beg 
leave  to  present  a  bill  with  Buitable  provisions  for 
the  end  designed." 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and,  on  motjon  of 
Jlr.  Basbodb,  made  tii6  order  of  the  day  for 
Thnradftj  next. 

A  Message  waa  reo^ved  from  the  Preeident 
of  the  United  Statee,  (the  aame  an  that  received 
In  the  other  Honse  on  Friday,)  respecting  hia 
■oconnts  withf  and  diaborsementB  for,  the  Gav- 


ed  the  propriety  of  laying  it  on  the  table,  to  be 
taken  np  for  dieposition  at  a  fiitare  day. 

Mr.  ExLLT  thought  that,  if  a  Joint  coninuttee 
of  the  two  Honsea  were  arranged,  it  would  be 
fitting  the  Bubject;  each  House  organizing 
a  committee  on  the  ant^ect  woald  be  merely 
obstraoting  each  other. 

Mr.  Haibk  said,  that  it  waa  a  parliamentuT 
rule  that  one  House  could  not  know  what  thie 
other  woa  acting  on,  and  that  each  Hooae 
shoold  act  fbr  itself,  except  In  matters  of  great 
national  importanoe,  when  thej  might  invite  a 
Joint  oommittee.  Yet,  be  had  no  objection  to 
the  latter  conrse.  His  object  was  in  Babstanoe 
a  joint  committee— it  was  to  investigate  tacts, 
to  ascertaJQ  what  was  doing  in  the  other  House, 
and  present  the  facts  to  tlus  House.    This  ob- 


Mr.  Hatkb  mored  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Hr.  Sxrni  siud,  that  this  request  of  the  Pred- 
dent  was  with  a  view  to  collect  all  the  informs- 
lioD  necemary  to  be  acted  on  hereafter.  He 
nippofled  that  a  committee  would  be  appointed 
in  the  other  Honae,  and,  aa  it  was  not  to  be 
acted  on  daring  the  preeent  aeeuon,  he  ao^est- 


a  aeleot  committee  Of  tbis  Bouse,  and  they 
would  not  be  acting  anperflnonalj  in  ooUecting 
and  arranging  the  bote.  If  the  gentleman  froto 
Alabama  (Hr,  Exllt)  wished  for  a  Joint  com- 
mittee, let  It  be  ao;  bnt  he  thought  that  the 
Senate  ongbt  to  act  for  itself — it  was  a  pecnliar 
case  which  would  reqnire  great  attention,  and 
the  flwtfl  elicited  would  be  very  important. 

Mr.  Barboub  observed,  that  a  subject  of  this 
kind  waa  one  which  would  require  mature  oon- 
dderation,  before  it  oonld  be  acted  on.  It  was 
obvious,  that,  at  present,  some  difierence  of 
opinion  existed,  which,  at  a  future  period, 
would,  probably,  not  be  the  ease.  He,  there- 
fore, to  give  thne  for  reflection,  moved  tiiat  th» 
Mewage  lay  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  np  here- 
after. 

Thia  motion  waa  agreed  to, 

Tbubsdit,  January  IS. 
Sigipremon  nf  Piracy. 

The  following  Message  waa  reoeived  ^m  ths 
Fbbsidkht  or  xn  CHmo  Btatu,  by  Mr.  Ev- 
erett; 
Ththtatnatte/tfu  UniUdBtata; 

In  compUanee  with  two  resolutions  of  the  Senate, 
the  first  of  the  Slst  and  the  second  of  the  S3d  De- 
cember last,  requesting  information  respecting  the 
injuries  which  have  been  sustained  by  our  citixena, 
by  piratical  depredations,  and  other  details  «oi»* 
■nected  therewith,  and  requesting  .also  information 
of  the  messuree  which  have  been  adopted  for  the 
sappresaion  of  piracy,  and  whether,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Executive,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  adopt 
other  means  for  tiie  accomplishment  of  the  otifect; 
and.  In  that  event,  what  other  means  it  will  be  most 
advisable  to  recur  to,  I  herewith  transmit  a  report 
&om  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  liliewiae  a  report 
&om  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  docnoMnta 
referred  to  in  each. 

On  the  very  important  questions  submitted  U> 
the  Executive,  as  to  the  necesnty  of  recurring  t« 
other  more  effectual  means  for  the  suppresaioo  of* 
practice  so  destructive  of  the  Uves  and  property  of 
oar  citizens,  I  have  to  observe,  that  three  expedi- 
ents occur:  one,  by  the  pursuit  of  the  ofTenders  to 
the  settled  as  well  as  the  unsetUed  parts  of  the  isl- 
and from  whence  they  issue ;  anotncr,  by  re|nisal 
on  the  proper^  of  theinhabitaata;  aodathli«,by 
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(hB  UocluMle  of  the  porta  of  thoae  Ulandi.  It  will 
De  ebvioos  Uut  lieither  of  theie  mcwurea  can  be 
NMrted  to,  in  k  ipirit  of  amity  iritb  Spain,  other- 
wiM  tbsn  in  a  flnn  belief  that  neither  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  Spain,  nor  the  gorenuDent  of  either  of  the 
Hands,  haa  the  power  to  suppreis  that  atrociouB 
pnetioe,  and  that  the  United  States  interpose  their 
■id  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  ol^ect  which  ia  of 
eqnal  importance  to  them  aa  well  as  to  us.  Acting 
Ob  this  principle,  the  facta  which  justify  thia  pro- 
ewding  being  uniTeraallj  known  and  felt,  bj  all 
engaged  in  oommerce  in  that  «ea,  it  may  fairl;  be 
BMnmed,  that  nelthec  will  the  Government  of 
^ain,  nor  the  gOTemmenl  of  either  of  these  isl- 
and*, complain  of  a  resort  to  eithec  of  those  meaa- 
m,  or  to  an  of  them,  should  soch  resort  be  nece«- 
mrj.  It  ia,  therefore,  niggeated,  that  a  power 
CDinmensnrate  with  either  resource  be  granted  to 
■ho  EiecatiTe,  to  be  exercised  aeeording  to  his  dis- 
cretian,  and  as  circnmstancas  may  imperiously  re- 
qnire.  It  ia  hoped  that  the  manifestation  of  ■  poli- 
cy so  deciure  will  prodaee  the  hapfdest  results ; 
tbst  it  win  rid  these  aeaa  and  this  hemisphere  of 
tUa  practice.  This  hope  is  streo^hened  by  the 
beBe^  that  the  Oovemment  of  Speju,  and  the  goT- 
ermaent  of  the  islands,  particularly  of  Cuba,  whose 
chief  is  known  here,  will  &ithfullj  co-operate  in 
noh  measuiea  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  aocom- 
p^iment  of  thia  fery  important  object.  To  secure 
■och  co-operation,  will  be  th«  eamett  desire,  and, 
of  coarae,  the  lealoua  and  perasTering  effort  of  the 
KmcDtiTc. 

JAMES  HONEOE. 

WasBHOTOV,  18th  January,  ISSO. 

The  Menage  vas  reftd,  and,  vith  the  doon- 
ments  aoomapanjing  it,  ordered  to  be  printed- 

MoNDiT,  Jannary  IT. 
ItnpritoTunent  fvf  DAL 

TiiB  ensroesed  bill  "  to  abolish  impriwiuneiit 
iae  debt,"  iras  again  read:  and,  on  the  qnes- 
tioa,  "ShaU  this  biU  MBS  f' 

Mr.  Tajr  Dtxb,  of  Delaware,  rose,  and  ad- 
dreased  the  Senate  aa  follows :  Having  been  a 
BwiDber  of  the  oommittee  charged  with  the 
etxudderation  of  this  bill,  I  have  candidly  lent 
my  aid  to  removo  objootioDs  which  applied  to 
it,  aa  introduced  bj  the  gentleman  who  has 
beat  its  aealooa  advcicat«.  The  project  now 
prvsented  ia  preferable  to  that  which  received 
the  aafkction  of  Jhia  honorable  bodj  at  the  last 
HSiioD;  bat  it  still  preaenta  dUBcnltiea  that  are, 
In  mj  jadgment,  insuperable.  To  aboliah  im- 
priaonment  for  debt,  is  the  declared  object  of 
this  bill ;  and  to  effect  it,  we  are  oi^eed  to 
^opt  and  pat  in  motion  all  the  new  maohinery 
of  Uiia  sew  sjBt«tn.  Kew  oaths,  new  trials, 
new  proo&,  and  a  strange  oonuniitiire  of  law 
and  eqoity,  are  the  Eoeans  to  be  naed  to  accom- 
plish uis  object.  From  the  best  consideration 
that  I  hare  been  able  to  g^ve  tike  anUect,  I  can- 
not assent  to  anch  an  experiment.  The  admin- 
tatration  of  justice  between  creditor  and  debtor, 
a*  now  pra^aed,  is  plain  and  familiar ;  where 
thia  innoratioa  mar  lead  oh,  it  may  be  diffionlt 
to  itate ;  but  one  ttdng  ia  not  to  be  diagaised ; 
tha  creditor  wlU  be  met  with  new  dlmoolties 


and  aconmolated  expense  in  prosecnting  a  claim 
for  a  just  debt.  And  whence  do  yon  obtain 
satie&ictory  eridence  that  it  is  necessary  for  the 

Cd  c^  the  nation,  that  saoh  a  system  should 
adopted )  From  what  quarter  of  the  ooim- 
try  have  yon  received  a  memorial  saggestinK 
SDoh  a  plaa  as  that  proposed  by  this  bill  I  I 
hare  heard  of  none ;  and  my  own  observation 
and  experience,  within  the  limited  circle  of  a 
few  States,  induces  a  belief  that  the  dreadfnl 
picture  of  oppresaion  which  has  been  drawn,  in 
xivid  colore,  by  the  advocates  of  the  moasnre, 
ia  a  creature  of  the  imagination,  and  has  no  ex- 
istenoe  in  real  life.  I  boldly  say,  the  original  ia 
not  found  in  the  IQddle  States,  and  gentiemen, 
in  whom  I  place  confidence,  aasore  me  that  it 
will  be  sought  in  vain  in  other  States.  Aa  a 
leflslator,  1  do  not  perceive  the  necessity  for 
this  measure.  I  apprehend  verioos  difScultiea 
in  executing  the  plan,  and  therefore  feet  eon- 
strained  to  rote  og^nst  it.  I  ask  the  yeas  and 
nays,  that  I  may  record  my  rote  In  oppofdtion 
tothebilL 

Mr.  Tazkwkll  Bud,  his  objection  to  the  bill 
was,  that  its  clject  was  not  to  abolish  impris- 
onment for  debt  in  id\  bnt  only  in  certain  fo/t- 
HevXar  oasea  therdn  described ;  that  the  oases 
to  which  the  bill  was  not  intended  to  apply, 
were  those  of  contract,  in  the  suits  for  the  en- 
forcement of  which  contraots  Aat^  had  been 
originally  reqnired.  In  all  snoh  cases,  the  writ 
of  eoMOM  oA  »o.t^fa^mdwni  might  still  isene^ 
even  if  this  hill  beoame  a  law.  Kow,  said  Ur, 
T.,  very  many  cases  of  contract  broken,  might, 
and  must,  be  proaeouted,  in  conrts  of  chancery 
only ;  and,  aocordinff  to  the  mlea  of  proceed- 
ing in  these  coturte/bail  could  not  be  required 
in  any  cose  therein  Instituted.  The  eflbct  of 
the  aeoond  section  of  the  bill  was,  howeyer,  to 
prohibit  the  writ  of  eopioi  ad,  MM^faeienAixiA, 
and  all  other  process  onder  which  the  body  of 
the  debtor  might  be  taken  t»  ali  cons  ^f  eon- 
traot  in  which  bul  had  not  been  originuly  re- 
quired. The  provisions  of  the  bill,  therefor^ 
were  inconsistent  with  Its  otgeot.  The  case  of 
a  lost  bond  waa  referred  to  aa  fully  illustrative 
of  this  position.  There  could  be  no  reason  aa- 
signed  why  the  debtor  by  bond  which  was  not 
lo«t,  might  be  impriaon»d  to  satisfy  the  Jadg- 
ment of  a  court  of  law  rendered  for  the  omoimt 
of  his  bond ;  and  that  the  debtor,  where  bond 
was  acoidentjilly  destroyed,  should  not  be  impris- 
oned to  satisfy  the  decree  of  a  court  of  equity 
for  a  like  sum.    In  either  case,  the  obligation 

ra.  the  debtor,  and  the  rights  of  the  creditor, 
r  the  Jndcment  at  law,  or  the  decree  in 
eqnity,  were  uie  same,  and  the  same  means  ot 
enforcing  these  rights,  and  the  performance  of 
these  duties,  ought  to  be  allowed  in  both.  •  But, 
under  this  bill,  a  difference,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  cre- 
ated, for  whioh  I  can  see  no  good  reason. 

Mr.  JoHRBOK,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  he  waa 
called  upon,  in  consequence  of  the  objeotions 
made  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  by  Uie  two 
gentlemen  from  Delaware  and  Virginia,  tovin- 
dicatA  the  measure  under  ocmaderation.   Bbad 
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been  sud,  that  we  had  not  broii^t  forward 
an;  casea  of  hardahip  which  proved  the  dmsb- 
ritj  of  thia  measoTd.  Is  tt  naoesBary  to  d&ehi 
the  Seoate  with  the  eearch  after,  and  the  read- 
ing of  thejul  re«ordB  of  the  different  Btat««, 
or  of  the  United  States,  to  prove  that  he  who 
has  power  in  this  respect  will  abuse  it  I  Hu- 
man nature  was  too  well  known  to  require  him 
to  iUostrste  the  principle,  that  eqnsl  and  just 
laws  were  required  to  exorcise  the  increase  of 
Inordinate  pasdons.  The  jail  records  of  seve- 
ral States,  at  the  last  sesrion,  had  been  addaced 
and  rdied  ^>on  to  prove  tiie  neoeoritj  of  this 
measnre.  The  fkct  was  established,  and  the 
tact  can  be  established,  that  there  are  nnreason- 
able  and  onjost  creditors,  as  well  as  f^andnlent 
debtors ;  the  bill  was  intended  to  restrain  the 
one  and  to  detect  the  other.  The  case  of  the 
debtor  recorded  in  Holy  Writ,,  who  was  for~ 
given  his  whole  debt,  and  the  nert  moment  pnt 
violent  hands  on  his  debtor,  and  cast  him  into 
prison,  was  recorded  to  illiistrat«  the  disposi- 
tioQ  of  man,  and  to  show  what  he  has  dose  and 
what  he  will  alwavs  do,  when  vested  with 
power.  If  the  senueman  ^m  Delaware  had 
the  patience  of  Job,  that  patience  oonld  be  ex- 
hansted  hj  a  recital  of  cases  in  which  the  same 
omel  and  unfeeling  disposiiion  was  manifested, 
and  bj  which  the  miserr  of  thonsands  had 
been  increased,  withont  enj  corresponding  ben- 
efit resnltiog  frixn  snob  a  coarse. 

Ur.  Vi.N  Dtke  replied :  It  was  not  my  in- 
tentJOD,  sir,  said  be,  to  enter  at  large  into  the 
disonssion  of  the  merits  of  this  sobject ;  nor 
flhidl  I  now  do  BO.  The  few  remarks  which  I 
Bnbmitted,  were  designed  merely  as  an  apiology 
fi>r  reqaeaUng  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  final 
qoestion,  abont  to  be  taken.  Bnt,  sir,  it  now 
becomes  proper  for  me  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  the  ^ntleman  from  Kentucky.  That 
gaDtieman,  with  his  nsnal  teal,  has  argned  as  if 
&e  rejection  of  this  bill  by  the  Senate  gave  ^e 
naditor  a  power  to  imprisoii,  at  his  will  and 
pleasure,  an  honest  but  unfortunate  debtor.  If 
that  were  the  question,  there  would  probably 
be  no  TOioe  lifted  np  within  diese  walls  against 
Uie  bilL  No  man  would  be  more  willing  than 
myself  to  abolish  toprisomnent  for  debt,  on 
neb  conditions,  and  xmder  such  provimons,  as 
■hoold  oblige  the  debtor  to  make  a  Aill  disolo- 
eore  and  surr^der  of  his  prot«rty  for  the  use 
of  his  creditors.  Sncb  a  provision  prevuls  in 
most  of  the  States,  and  rdievee  debtors  under 
State  Court  prooees.  Humanity  wonld  bind 
tjie  creditor ;  honeety  and  jngtJoe  would  con- 
str^  the  debtor  to  assent  to  this  proportion. 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  would  erpeot  a  poor 
man  to  pay  his  debts  by  going  to  prison ;  but  I 
have  Been  enough  of  man  to  Dclieve  that,  with 
many,  who  have  the  means,  it  requires  some- 
thing beyond  persuasion  to  make  them  pay 
their  debts.  I^  then,  I  am  asked  whether  it  is 
lost  tJiat  a  creditor  should  confine  the  person  of 
nis  debtor,  who  has  committed  no  fraud,  and  is 
imable  to  pay !  I  answer,  No ;  such  conduct 
would  violate  the  oomUiOn  prindplea  of  hu- 
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manity,  and  would  Justly  flz  a  stigma  on  the 
character  of  him  who  should  evince  so  meroi- 
lesB  a  diapontion.  But,  if  I  am  asked  whether, 
under  the  idea  of  relieving  an  honeet  debtor,  I 
am  willing  to  adopt  this  system,  by  which  a 
creditor  wno  has  loaned  his  money  to  a  disfaon- 
est  man,  who,  disregarding  his  promise,  refbsed 
to  restore  it,  though  he  has  ample  means  to  re- 
pay— shall  be  embarrassed  in  prosecuting  Us 
dum — be  put  to  nnneceasary  ezpraise,  and  be 
involved  in  endless  litigation  with  aucb  debttff  I 
I  answer.  No.  Those  moral  rules  and  precepts 
to  which  allnrion  has  Just  been  made,  have  no 
qiplication  to  snch  a  esse ;  nor  wonld  I  lend  to 
such  a  debtor  any  facility  to  bsfBe  his  Just  cred- 
itor. But  what  does  this  bill  require  of  every 
creditor  ag^nst  every  debtor,  before  the  debtts 
shall  be  put  to  the  small  inconvenience  of  giv- 
ing bul,  or,  in  plain  language,  entering  into  se- 
curity, not  for  payment  of  uie  debt,  but  simpl; 
to  i^pear  and  abide  the  Judgment  of  the  court! 
Bead  the  first  section — two  oaths,  in  the  first 
instance,  must  be  taken  by  the  creditor — first, 
he  most  swear  to  the  amount  of  his  debt ;  Sdly, 
that  he  has  rAuon  to  bdieta  the  defendant  in- 
tends to  remove,  *c.  The  first  may  generally 
be  in  the  power  of  the  pMntiff  to  do,  eatisfao- 
torily ;  but  the  second  is  too  indefinite,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  made  the  subject-matter  of  a 
solemn  oath. 

Sir,  I  have  a  repugnance  to  the  multiplica- 
tion of  oaths  unneomsarily,  in  the  admimstra- 
tion  of  Justice.  They  are  traps  fbr  men's  con- 
sdences,  and  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  rev- 
erence which  onght  everywhere  to  prevaiL  fw 
that  ^-important  and  solemn  obligation,  wliat 
man,  regarding  his  reputation,  and  possessing 
the  delicate  feelings  of  an  honorable  mind, 
wonld  feel  at  liber^  to  take  that  oath,  under 
the  penalty  which  must  immediately  foUowt 
Read  the  foUowinR  lines ;  "  on  the  return  of 
the  writ,  the  defenoant  may  contest  the  allega- 
tions  of  tbc  oath,  in  such  form  as  the  court 
may  prescribe,"  Jco.  The  tables  are  novf 
turned  and  the  plaintiff  is  immediately  to  be 
arr«gned  before  the  conrt  by  his  debtor,  for 
Bweo^ng  to  what  the  debtor  says  is  untrue,  and 
"  '    '         ia  to  l>e  n^vely  tried  before  the 


court;  snd  the  pluntiff  moat  then  make  out  &y 
proof,  tAat  he  had  rtaton  to  Miete,  &c.  If  fae 
fail  to  do  so,  the  defendant  triumphs  in  his  dis- 


charge. Sir,  it  is  mocking  a  creditor  to  invits 
him  to  enter  the  lists  with  a  cunning,  frandu- 
lent  debtor,  on  these  terms.  However  strong 
the  belief  of  the  creditor,  he  woold  be  unwill- 
ing to  engage  in  such  a  contest ;  «nd  the  conae- 
qnenoe  womd  be,  that  the  frandolent  debtor 
wonld  escape  from  the  suit  without  bail,  and,  at 
the  end  of  it,  laugh  at  the  vexation  of  bis  cred- 
itor. This  is  the  operation  of  a  port  of  the 
msrohinery  to  be  put  in  motion  by  the  bill  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt.  Unless  my  op- 
tics deceive  me,  every  part  of  the  system  wiH 
be  found  to  operate  against  the  Just  rights  of 
creditors,  and  to  involve  them  in  litigation  and 
expense.     Thns,  by  the  fourth  section,  eron 
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after  Jodgment,  if  plsiotiff  shall  make  oath  that 
ha  has  ground  to  believe  defendant  has  frendn- 
leatlj  concealed  his  propertj,  another  denial  hj 
defendant  prodnces  another  trial ;  and  if  plain- 
tiff' &i]s  to  prove  the  allegation  to'the  sadsfac- 
tMMi  of  the  jnrj,  he  must  paj  oosta.  Theae  re- 
marks on  two  sections  of  the  bill,  will,  I  tnut, 
illnstrate  the  proposition  which  I  advanced, 
dtat  the  bill  is  oalonlatol  to  embarrass  creditors 
mneee«aril7,  and  to  involve  them  in  new 
•oeneB  of  litigation  with  their  debtors;  and 
■abject  oreditors  to  expense  and  ooeL  nnpreoe- 
'     "   ■  '  1  anj  conrt  of  jostic*  in  this  happj 
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Uooir,  of  North  Ctoilin^  add  that  he 
dunild  oppose  any  biU  that  deprived  any  man 
in  the  United  States  of  a  risht ;  but  did  not 
nnderstand  how  this  bill  would  have  that  effect. 
This  bill  would  be  well  nuderatood,  and  would 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  all  contracts 
made  after  the  4th  of  Jnl;  next ;  therefore,  be 
oonld  not  onderetand  that  anj  right  was  toatuied 


fb»  law,  vonld  do  so  with  tb^  eyes  open. 
Tber  wonld  know  the  remedy  they  mnst  apply, 
and,  therefore,  on  this  point;  no  difflonlty  oonld 
poanbly  occur.  Everybody  was  agreed  apon 
flie  abstract  principle,  that  an  honest  man 
■faonid  not  be  impiisoned  for  debt,  bnt  objeo- 
tiona  wen  made  to  the  detuls  of  this  bill  for 
a*  BcwnaplishmenL  The  real  question,  Mr.  U. 
■aid,  wa^  whether  this  bill  vas  better  than  the 
existiiig  gfwtemi  The  gentleman  swd  that 
there  were  not  many  persecuting  creditors ;  but 
if  there  were  only  ten  in  the  nation,  who 
tfaoogfat  they  had  a  right  to  persecute,  not  to 
proaecnte,  he  wonld  e^eavor  to  deprive  Ihem 
of  that  power.  Oreditors  somehow  or  other, 
eeneraUy  contrived  to  find  ont  the  condition  of 
deUara.  There  would  be  no  more  difficnl^ 
dter  tibia  boll  was  passed,  in  asoert^ning  their 
condition,  than  there  is  now.  Ko  difficnlty 
Mmld,  in  hia  opinioD,  posribly  arise.  Mr.  Ha- 
oov  coneloded  by  saying,  that  he  did  not  know 
what  tfaoee,  who  were  not  profesnonal  men, 
were  to  do  on  this  oeearion,  wlwn  the  gentle- 
men of  the  bar  differ  in  opinion  en  the  snbjeot 
of  the  details  of  the  bilL  For  his  parti  spprov- 
in^  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he  shonld  vote 
nth  those  who  were  in  ita  fkvot. 

On  the  qnwdim,  "  Shall  thi«  bill  paeal"  the 
jeaa  and  n«ye  were  thea  taken  as  follows : 

Taia.  —  Mesen.  Bwbonr,  Beotee,  Boutigny, 
Bnaeh,  EaWa,  Elfiot,  Fladlair,  Holmea  of  Hiams- 
rippl,  Jackaon,  Johnaon  ef  Eentscky,  Johnston  of 
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Van  Bar«D— SO. 
ltb. — Meani.  Bartoii,  Bell,  Bnwn,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  D'WoU;  KekeiaoQ,  Edwards,  Qail- 


JtuQ^  Seymoor,  Taxewell,  Van 
«o  the  bai  was  reeded. 


TrrasDiT,  January  18. 
PeUtwmt  fivm  .Fbr«ign»t. 

Mr.  FiKDLAT  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Brandt  &  Co.,  merchants  of  the  town  of 
Archangel,  in  Russia,  owners  of  two  vessela, 
and  anbjects  of  Enssia,  by  B.  Ohew,  of  Phila- 
delphia, their  attorney  in  fact,  praying  that 
certain  additional  tonnage  and  disoriminating 
dnties  paid  into  the  cnstom-hooBe,  at  New 
York,  by  their  agent,  on  the  sud  ships  and 
their  cargoes,  may  be  ref^ded. 

Mr.  Eaton  objected  to  the  petition  being  rsr 
ceived,  on  the  groond  that  the  subject  of 
another  power  was  not  permitted  to  approach 
OongresB  by  petition.  A  foreigner  who  had 
any  claim  to  bring  forward  against  the  United 
Btat«B,  onght  to  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  Stat^ 
and  if  he  believed  that  it  was  correct,  but  had 
no  sufficient  anthority  to  act,  then  it  shonld  be 
brought  before  Oongren;  and  this  waa  the 
oonrse  the  petitioner  onght  to  have  pnrened. 

Hr.  FnmiAT,  in  answer,  observed  that;  al- 
thoDgh  the  constitution  only  recognised  the 
rif^t  of  petitioning  in  citizens,  jet  there  waa 
nothing  prohibiting  receiving  petitions  from 
foreigners.  There  was  at  this  time  a  bill  on 
the  table,  granting  the  benefit  of  the  patent 
lAwe  to  an  alien ;  au^  If  petitions  of  one  kind 
were  received  &om  auens,  and  others  rejected, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  distinction  was  to  be 
made.  Mnst  a  committee  be  formed  for  the 
pnrposet  This  petitioner  had  been  informed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there  waa  no 
Other  remedy  bat  to  apply  to  Oongreaa.  A 
nmilar  petition  had  been  received  last  year,  bnt 
had  not  been  acted  on  for  want  of  time--«nd 
why  was  it  to  be  rejeat«d  this  year  t 

Ur.  Kmo,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  this  country  was  for  the  people  of 
tills  ooontry ;  and  if  fbreigners  had  any  com- 
munication to  make,  the  minister  or  consul  of 
their  nation,  was  tiie  proper  person  from  whom 
it  was  to  come.  With  regard  to  the  case  men- 
tioned, in  which  the  patent  law  had  been  ex- 
tended to  en  alien,  that  ^plication  might  be 
made  by  any  gentieman  what«ver.  The  inter- 
conne  between  Bneela  and  this  country  waa 
through  the  Execntive  power.  He  wished  to 
know  if  it  was  cnstomary  for  Americans  to  go 
to  England,  and  present  petitiona  there !  No. 
They  oonld  not  be  sustained  for  a  moment 
there. 

Hr,  Houm,  of  Ifune,  recollected  one  anch 
case,  and  a  veiy  recent  one  too.  A  citiaen  of 
the  United  Statea,  General  Boyd,  applied  to  the 
Britiah  Parlianient,  by  petition,  for  relief  for  a 
oertEun  cargo  which  had  been  confiscated  at  the 


Gape  of  Good  Hope.  Much  discussion  took 
place  on  the  snl^eot,  bnt  finally  a  bill  passed 
Parliament  for  hu  relief  and  he  reoNved  a  <x>d- 
siderable  sum  of  mtmey.  The  General  waa  not 
a  British  subject.  He  was  an  American  citi- 
zen, and  fought  in  the  Bevolutionary  war. 
They  often  heard  of  petitions  from  foreigners; 
■nd  if  the  atalement  of  these  petitionen  ni 
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fbnDd  correct,  he  did  not  aae  why  they  abonld 
not  be  relieved. 

Mr.  SmTB  did  not  raooUeot  any  case  direotl]' 
in  point.  The  Secretary  of  the  TreasniT  might 
have  given  the  advioe  mentioned  by  the  peti~ 
tioner,  and  he  was  not  at  all  wrong  in  w>  doing. 
The  money  had  been  paid  into  Uie  Treaniry, 
and,  If  BO,  could  not  lie  retnmed  to  the  peti- 
tioners by  any  aothority  of  the  Frerident  or 
officers  of  the  GovemmenL  An  act  must  be 
paased  fbr  the  purpose.  Thiamenioritil  was  not 
a  memorial  from  the  merchants  in  Rnaaia,  but 
oame  regularly  before  the  House  from  a  citizen, 
the  agent  of  a  foreigner,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
Mr.  LunuH  wu  in  fsTor  of  committing  the 
petition,  but  not  in  consequence  of  the  prece- 
dent of  Gen.  Boyd.  It  would  be  found  tbta 
the  General  presented  himself  before  the  king 
ia.  oooncil,  or  Parlisineiit — the  petition  was 
presented  in  the  character  of  a  British  snliJect 
semng  in  a  military  capacity  in  India,  tjlaiming 
oertain  immnnjties  granted  bim  to  export  salt- 
petre. He  tiiought  the  dignity  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  their  own  dienity,  sense  of  dnty  and 
self-respect,  required  ^t  uiey  should  accept 
this  petition.  He  wea  aware  of  many  petitions 
having  been  received  from  fbrdgners,  among 
others  that  of  Col.  Oalava,  of  riorida.  • 

Ur.  Llotd,  of  Massschnsetts,  did  not  attach 
mnok  importance  to  the  precedent  of  Gen. 
Boyd,  because  be  thought  they  were  capable  of 
Judging  for  themselves.  Gen.  B.  did  oome  be- 
fore Parliament  as  a  petitioner,  but  it  was  in 
the  character  of  t^  Uahratta  chieftain — he  oould 
not  have  presented  a  petition  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States — he  did  not  believe  there  was 
any  law  exUting  in  the  United  States  requiring 
that  an  alien  should  be  naturalized  before  be 
acquired  the  right  of  petitioning.  This  peti- 
tioner had  poraned  the  proper  course,  and  ought 
to  be  heard, 

Mr.  Tazkwzll  submitted  somewhat  at  large 
his  views  of  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  aj 
foreigners  in  seeking  fkvors  or  redress  from  an 
■Uen  Government;  the  troe  distinction  to  be 
made  between  citizens  and  aliens  by  Govern- 
ment in  receiving  their  oomplaints ;  what  was 
dne  to  oourteey  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  right 
oa  Qie  other,  Ac.  But  l£r.  T.  was  heard  by  Uie 
reporter  too  indistinctly  to  venture  a  more  par- 
ticular statement  of  his  ramarks. 

The  petition  was  received^  21  ridng  in  favor 
to  IS  against;  and  the  petition  re&rred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Finance. 

WKDHiaDAT,  January  19. 

Tatoo  Load  Otaita$. 

tha  Senate  took  up  the  repent  (^  the  Jndi- 

otary  Committee,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 

Ebenezer  Oliver  and  otbere,  Directors  of  the 

New  England  Missisdppi  I^nd  Company. 


compromiBe  between  the  United  Slates  and  the 
holders  of  Yazoo  lands,  under  the  ncl  of  1814. 
The  report  seta  forth:  That,  before  ihe  Conunis- 
sloners,  ibe  petitioners,  as  trustees  of  the  New 
Eagisnd  Uisussippi  Land  Company,  claimed,  as  the 
persons  entitled  to  the  one  million  Jhn  hundred  and 
^S  thoatand  JoUirt,  directed  lo  be  issued  to  the 
deorgia  Uselssipid  Land  Company ;  their  claim  to 
fndemnitj  foreDT,SOO  acres,  amounting  to  tl80,4S6, 
WIS  reristed  in  behalf  of  the  Georgia  Mlarissii^ 
Company,  on  the  ground  that  Iha  conuderatian 
money  for  said  lands  had  not  been  paid,  and  that, 
therefore,  thej  were,  in  equilj,  entitled  to  the  in- 
demnity  provided  by  the  act  of  ConKress.  The 
Commiaaionera  decided  in  farer  of  the  Georgia 
MUdsdppi  Company,  and  (he  I30,4£fi  doIUra  wera 
deducted  from  the  amount  awarded  to  the  New 
England  Uiasissippi  Land  Company,  and  distributed 
as  tbllowB :  te0,608  46  to  indiridual  members  of 
tlie  Georgia  Uisaiaaippi  Company,  who  htd  released 
to  the  United  StatM,  under  the  act  of  1B14,  to 
whom  the  suns  has  accordingly  been  paid  ;  |79,< 
8ie  62  was  reserved  to  the  United  SUtea,  u  being 
the  eharee  of  those  claimants,  who,  not  having  been 
paid  the  oonsideration  money  by  the  persons  who 
W  purchased  of  tliem,  claimed  to  be  KUl  Uie  legal 
and  bona  fide  owners  of  said  lands,  and,  as  such, 
had  availed  themselTCB  of  the  provi^on  of  the  re- 
pealing act  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  aod  obtained 
the  repayment  of  the  consideration  money  by  sur- 
rendering their  titlee  Co  the  State.  The  petittoneis 
ol^eot  to  this  decision  as  erroneous,  lud  they  saL 
to  have  the  |1S2,425  paid  to  them  by  the  United 
States,  or  tfaelr  release  Co  the  extent  of  the  957,600 
acres  cancelled,  so  that  they  may  assert  th^  title 
to  the  lands  in  a  oonrt  of  law.] 

The  committee,  for  the  reasons  which  the7 
set  forth,  declare  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
unreasonable,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  reverse  the  dedsion  ot 
the  committee,  so  as  to  dedare  the  petition  rea- 
sonable; and  followed  hismotioninljkaspeedi 
of  oonnderable  length,  and  mndh  eameotneai, 
in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  HoLius,  of  Maine,  (a  member  of  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,)  replied  to  Mr.  Mius  at 
eqnal  length  and  earaestnesa,  in  support  of  th« 
report  of  the  oonunittee,  and  agamst  the  pe- 
tition. 

Mr.  LioTD,  of  Massaohusetts,  followed,  in 
support  of  the  petition,  and  agunst  the  report 

Mr.  TaLBOT.  (a  member  of  the  Jndiciarj 
Committee,)  followed  Mr.  L.  on  the  same  side) 
and  addreased  the  Senate  more  than  half  an 
hour,  in  support  of  the  Jnatioe  of  the  petition, 
and  Bgsinst  uie  report. 

The  debate  had  continned  between  two  and 
three  hoon,  when  Mr.  Tauot  had  oonolnded ; 
and  Mr.  Yah  Binanr,  (chairman  of  tiie  oommit- 
tee who  made  the  report,)  exprvssiug  a  desire 
to  submit  his  viewB  in  Its  snroort,  aaked  (o  be 
indoiged  tratil  to-motrow,  aa  the  honr  was  now 
Iste,  and  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  taUe; 
which  was  agreed  to. 


,:jb.Goog[e 


JUUMT,  1815.] 


I>EBATE8  OF  OONQBESS. 


[Sbuxb. 


Tbjtbsdxy,  Jannuy  SO. 
Ma^aehviettt  Militia  Clainu. 

Vi.  LunD,  of  UaMoohiiflett^  stated  that  the 
Senators  of  MawachnsettB  bad  received  oertsin 
naolvcfl  of  the  L^ulatore  of  UaasachoBetta, 
DOW  in  session,  in  referenoe  hi  the  claim  of  that 
Commonwealth  for  the  Berrioes  of  the  militia 
(tf  that  State,  during  the  Iat«  war ;  prapng  the 
— ed;  a^joatment  and  pajment  of  that  oTaiin. 

1  inatruotiug  the  Senators  of  the  United 
■  from  that  Stale,  to  present  the  stud  reao- 
03  to  the  Senate.    In  pni«aanoe  of  which 

tnctiona,  he  asked  leave,  in  behalf  of  the 

I  Senators,  to  present  the  resolves  aocord- 

B ;  observing,  that,  as  the  subject  to  which 

r  relate  is  now  before  the  House  of  Repre- 

^vea,  after  having  nndergone  the  investi- 

~     of  an  able  committee,  and  would,  be 

1,  sbortlj  oome  before  Hie  Senate  in  an 

tptU)le  shape,  in  the  form  of  a  bill  for  the 

meat  thereof  he  wonld  propose,  that  the 
^Wea  shonld  be  received,  read,  and,  for  the 

eent,  lie  on  the  table. 

rhe  folloiring  resolve  waa  then  handed  to 
le  Chair,  read,  and  l^d  on  the  table,  viz : 
Cli—iiii>mafr*  of  MautteJm-llt, 

Jiualrtd,  That  the  Benatora  of  this  Conunon- 
mllfa,  ia  Congresi,  be  imtrooted,  and  the  Bapni- 
KDtitiiEa  requested,  to  urge,  at  their  preseat  aes- 
Bon,  the  adjnstinent  of  the  cl^m  of  Hua&chnaett* 
ou  Uie  Ooierament  of  the  United  Btatea,  for  dis- 
bnreemeDta  neceamj  in  the  Commonwealth's  de- 
fence, duiiog  the  late  vat ;  and  that  the  admission 
of  ita  JDitice  and  validity,  SO  far  as  it  baa  been  ex- 
irenrd  bj  the  aathoridcs  of  the  Natiocal  Govem- 
loeDt,  ia  dulj  appredated. 

Atteated  b;  die  Preiident  of  the  Senate  of^Uas- 
Mchnaetta,  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  the  Gov- 
Hsor  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Houoa,  of  Hsine,  and  Mr.  Cbandlbb, 

nspectively  preaented  similar  rewdntions   of 

flw  Legislature  of  the  State  of  TAtiDe,  which 

vere  also  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sufprtmien  of  Piraey. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of 
tbe  di^,  prooeeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Wl,  reported  by  Uie  Oommittee  of  For^gn  Re- 
fatxma,  T<x  the  ioppreasJon  of  idracj.  Tha  bill 
btTieg  been  read  throi^lt — 

Mr.  BajtBODB  (Ohi^mao  of  Uie  Oominittee 
n  foreign  Itelations)  uommwoed  his  ramarka 
hj  Mjiog :  In  the  diaouHion  of  tlue  aabject,  I 
ia  not  know  the  precise  oomrse  tbat  ought  to 
te  pursued ;  for,  whilst  I  hear  on  one  hand,  in 
•corenation,  th^  the  measures  we  have  adopt- 
sd  are  too  strong,  on  the  other  I  am  told  that 
'  we  have  not  proweded  far  enongh.'  I  presimie 
to  hope,  on  this  oooadon,  the  truth  lies  oetween 
th«  two,  and  that,  on  the  whole,  the  committee 
bare  bem  fortunate  in  the  means  Uiey  have 
nggested  to  put  an  end  to  the  atrocious  prao- 
tiee  (A  pirai?.  Fortonately,  or  perhaps  I 
Aoald  sa/  nnfortunately,  for  the  facta  discloeed 
■n  (tf  the  most  melandiolf  description,  there 
ilDonMm  to  doubt  the  atatemeutB  that  have 
VouVm.— a 


been  made.  Our  oommeroe  has  too  long  been 
spoliated  by  these  brigands  of  the  West  Indies 
and  onr  citizens  have  suffered  every  species  of 
outrage  from  them,  not  only  in  the  deatmotion 
of  their  property,  bat  they  have  been  cruelly 
tortnred  and  most  barbaroosly  mm'dered.  It  is 
equally  true  that  the  means  which  have  been 
hitherto  resorted  to  have  been  insnffloient  to 
put  a  stop  to  it.  And  I  believe  it  is  equally 
trae  that  the  continuance  of  the  evil  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  fact,  that  these  bandits  And  an 
asyimn  in  the  Spanish  poesesaionB  in  the  West 
Indies.  It  is  equally  true,  that  the  information 
we  received  from  our  ootomanding  officer,  in 
that  quarter,  stating  that  piracy  was  at  an  end, 
and  a  piratic^  sail  was  no  longer  to  be  seen,  ii 
incorrect.  It  has  gone  on,  gaining  strength 
from  time — its  horrors  have  increased,  inat«ad 
of  being  diminiahed,  and  the  nmnbera  of  these 
enemies  of  the  human  race  have  been  swelled 
by  the  most  profligate  wretches — the  refuse  of 
aU  nations.  The  nautical  means  employed  are 
not  Hojffioient  to  effect  the  dedred  end ;  end 
nothing  abort  of  the  pursuit  of  these  villains 
on  shore,  promisee  any  thing  like  an  adequate 
remedy.  The  pirates  are  not  only  to  be  found 
at  sea,  bnt  the  whole  island  of  Cuba  is  infeoted 
with  this  mo^  leprosy,  fi>om  head  to  foot — all 
have  participated  in  the  spoil  thus  villnnoasly 
acquired,  nor  will  it  cease  till  the  United  States 
adopt  some  strong  meaaures  to  make  them  fbel 
tfae  oonseqnenoee  of  the  meaaores  which  thej 
have  not  only  tolerated,  but  assisted  in. 

These  are  the  facta  of  the  case,  and  the  in- 
ference drawn  from  them ;  and  I  presume  there 
can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject 
in  the  Etenate,  that  it  is  necessary  that  some- 
thing shonld  be  done,  and  that  it  should  be 
done  speedily  and  efficaciously.  The  only  dif- 
ferenoe  that  can  posaibly  oiist^  may  be,  as  to 
the  means  whioh  ought  to  be  employed ;  for, 
surely,  there  can  be  no  doubts  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  stretching  out  the  arm  of  the  nation, 
with  all  its  reeonrcea,  if  necessary,  to  put  an 
end  to  ptraey.  The  oominittee  did  not  portray, 
in  the  dark  colora  of  which  the  subject  is  sna- 
oeptible,  the  outrages  and  atrointies  commit- 
ted by  these  brwands.  They  did  not  exhibit 
the  American  citixen  Bnspended  from  bis  own 
yard-arm,  or  weltering  in  his  blood  on  his  own 
deok,  invoking  in  vain  the  aid  of  that  flag,  as 
well  the  pledge  of  your  protection  as  the  em- 
blem of  your  Boveteignlj.  They  did  not  do  so,  . 
beoanse  Umj  thon^t  that  the  naked  facta,  with 
the  atrootona  oironmatancei  connected  with 
them,  wonld  be  suffident  to  axdte  the  indigna- 
tion and  horror  of  every  citizen.  They,  there- 
fore, left  the  salyeot  to  the  general  conception 
of  every  mem)»er  of  thia  body,  without  vrish- 
ing  to  bring  out  the  whole  of  the  dark  disolo- 
snre.  On  this  aoooimt,  some  may  be  inditced 
to  believe  that,  in  the  meana  we  have  recom- 
mended, we  have  proceeded  too  far,  bnt  in  my 
i  eetimation,  we  have  not,  nor  do  I  believe  we 
could  have  gone  too  Sax.  These  people,  by  % 
■  Angular  oombioatioo,  unite  two  of  the  nuMt 
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atrociona  criiow  that  infest  sooie^,  the  etave 
trade  and  piracy;  and  Sodom  and  Oomorrah 
can  no  longer  olaim  the  infamoas  pre'eminencj' 
in  crime. 

TLere  are  others  who  think  we  have  not 
gone  far  enough;  bat  if  they  bad  said  we 
ought  to  have  recommended  extermination,  I 
should  not  have  thonght  it  too  strong.  They 
are  the  common  enemieB  of  the  hmnan  race. 
The  whole  island  h  partdoipatiiig  in  the  most 
atrocious  Crimea  that  can  be  perpetrated  by 
man,  and  against  these,  aa  enemiea  of  the  hu- 
man race,  eiterminatJon  might  with  propriety 
be  denonnced.  The  committee  had  no  derire 
to  inflame  the  pawione,  nor  have  I ;  and  I  am 
oonSdenI  that  no  labored  coloring  is  neoeaaary 
to  make  every  member  of  this  body  feel  as 
powerfully  on  this  anhject  ae  I  do. 

Sir,  I  will  now  proceed  to  take  up  the  bill, 
aeotion  hy  section,  to  satisfy  the  Senate  as  to 
theproprietf  of  adopting  the  means  propoaed. 

The  first  section  proposes  bnilding  a  number 


mark,  that  it  is  the  copy  of  a  hill  that  passed 
last  aegaion  for  building  these  ships.  It  was  a 
measare  strongly  recommended  by  the  intelli- 
gent head  of  the  Navy  Department.  These 
Teseels  were  to  answer  two  pnrpoaes :  they 
were  not  only  ealoulated  for  suppressing  the  ex- 
isting  evil,  bnt  they  would  be  an  admtion  to 
the  naTy,  to  be  nsed  whenever  a  fbroe  of  this 
deaoription  oonld  be- of  aerrice,  and  bb  a  means 
of  keeping  down  this  tremendons  evil  when  it 
was  once  down.  It  waa  then  argued,  that  it 
was  more  prudent  to  buy  than  build,  and  the 
most  intelligoit  were  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  eiperienoe  warranted  it.  It  bTmneoessary 
to  travel  farther  on  this  ground,  since  nothing 
has  since  ooonrred  to  occasion  a  change  of  opin- 
ion on  this  snliject,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
deration  and  the  increase  of  the  evil  has  tended 
to  confirm  it  The  Honse  of  Eepresentatives 
had  sot  time  to  consider  it.  It  was  passed  over 
with  many  hundred  other  snbjects,  bnt  there 
was  never  any  thing  unfriendly  exhibited,  as 
fiir  aa  I  am  advised,  to  ite  passage. 

The  second  section  provides  for  the  landing 
of  our  forces  in  fresh  pormiit  of  pirates,  in  the 
territory. 

I  beUeve,  as  far  aa  regards  our  right  to  adopt 
Ihia  measure,  there  is  no  question  that  it  will  be 
yielded,  on  all  hands,  that  it  is  lawful  to  enter 
the  territory  of  any  power  in  which  pirates 
have  takea  refiige.  where  a  neutral  power 
permits  the  enemy  of  an  established  Govern- 
ment to  enter  its  territory,  it  instantly  creates 
a  right,  oo  the  part  of  the  opposing  power,  to 
purme,  because,  in  giving  them  refuge,  they 
abandon  their  neutrality.  Mnch  more  so,  is  the 
right  onqoestionable  as  regards  pirates.  They 
are  the  common  enemiee  of  the  hnman  race, 
towards  whom  there  can  be  no  neutrals ;  tiiere- 
fbre,  it  is  perfectiy  lawAU  t«  pursue  them  into 
any  territory  into  which  they  may  have  taken 
teoge,  and  aiaj  notion,  who  ahonld  assert  that 


,  would  make  themselves  partiea  ii 
crimes,  and  become  obnoxious  to  all  dvilized 
Governments,  for  the  refuge  afforded  to  the 
enemies  of  mankind. 

If  there  be  any  doubt,  however,  on  any  man's 
mind,  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  opinion  of  one 
of  the  most  distingmshed  jurists  of  tiiie  oonii-* 
try,  and  when  such  anthority  is  to  be  had,  I 
prefer  it  to  all  other.  This  gentleman  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  when  in- 
Btmotions  were  given  to  Commodore  Porter, 
when  he  proceeded  on  bis  first  cruise  on  th&t 
station,  and  who  now  occupies,  with  so  mnoli 
credit  to  himself  and  nBefnlneaB  to  his  oonntiy, 
a  seat  on  the  supreme  bench.  After  sanction- 
ing the  principle  above  advanced,'  as  to  enter- 
ing the  territory  of  neutrals  by  belUgerenta,  be 
proceeds  to  state  that,  in  the  case  of  pirates, 
there  is  no  nenta^  party ;  they  being  enemicfl 
of  the  hnman  race,  aH  nations  are  parties 
agunst  them,  and  therefore  the  right  of  entrT-, 
into  any  and  all  territories,  in  pursuit  of  pi- 
rates, is  a  clear  principle  of  international  larw. 
In  addition  to  tlus,  you  have  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  statioK, 
that  this  course  is  necowary  to  reach  the  evil, 
ao  that  there  can  be  no  donbt  aa  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  measure. 

I  cannot  too  often  endeavor  to  imprees  cm  the 
minds  of  the  Senate,  that  these  brigands  arv 
not  only  formidable  by  sea,  bnt  they  find  abet- 
tors by  land.  Let  humanity  blush  an  the  de- 
claration of  the  fact ;  they  find  countenance  not 
only  amongst  the  refuse  of  the  population  of 
Cuba,  but  amongst  the  merchants,  the  planters, 
and,  what  is  more  humiliating,  amongst  the 
constitnled  authorities  of  the  island.  Evet7 
place  throughout  the  island,  we  are  crediblj 
informed,  is  oontaminated  by  this  deadly  sin. 
Sir,  the  idea  of  a  constitnt«d  or  local  anthority, 
lending  his  aid  to  obtain  redress  for  the  ag- 
grieved, is  idle.  The  testimony  of  BondaU, 
which  I  think  is  unqnestionable,  is  sufficient 
proof  that  the  local  authorities,  instead  of  put- 
ting down  this  eviLreceive  their  share  of  the 
wages  of  Iniquity.  We  are  told  these  briganda 
rarely  ventnre  out  in  large  vessels,  but  hover 
round  the  shores  and  the  country,  which,  hum 
the  nnmi>er  of  creeks  and  inlets,  is  pecnliarlj' 
adapted  to  the  ol^ects  of  these  maranders; 
and,  when  they  are  pursued  by  the  Americsii 
squadron,  they  find  refuge  on  shore ;  and, 
where  is  there  a  shadow  of  evidence  to  prove 
th&t  they  have  been  taken  np  and  pnnjehed  for 
their  crimes,  and  for  the  sufferings  they  have 
oansed  t  There  is  none.  You  must  cause  ven- 
geaoce  to  reach  them — yon  must  teach  them 
tiiere  isjnstioeeUU  on  theearth;  and,  although 
tbeir  own  Government  connives  at  their  iniqui- 
ty, there  is  another  country  strong  enough  to 
seize  them  in  th^  reoeeses,  and  drag  them  to 
condign  punishment.  If  we  travel  further  into 
the  case,  we  shall  see  the  depth  of  depravi^  to 
which  human  nature  can  be  reduced.  These 
wrett^ea,  ioBtead  of  betng  det«ated,  are  pnblid; 
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JoBtifled.  Yes,  ur,  it  is  prononiiced  ao  honor- 
able tnde ;  and  what  are  we  to  eipe«t  from 
bdnga  wbojnstifj  ench  deeds  as  these?  There 
is  another  circnmst&noe  which  is  veaj  strong 
indeed ;  even  General  Vivee  himseKi  whom  we 
exempt  from  participation  in  these  deeds  of  in- 
iqnitf,  is  Htill  afraid  to  execate  the  sothoritj 
inth  which  he  is  invested.  These  bngands  are 
■een  in  tJie  public  streeta,  miiing  with  liie  most 
reqiectable  people  of  the  place--and  whjr  °ot  t 
They  are  all  engaged  in  me  same  abominable 
tnSo  1  and  althoogh  those  who  have  been  so 
fiirtimate  as  to  escape  the  morderer^s  poniard, 
htT«  been  able  to  point  out  in  the  public 
ibeeta  a  man,  saying,  "  There  is  one  of  those 
who  robbed  me  and  murdered  mj  companions," 
he  is  tdd  to  beware  lest  the  poniard,  still  reek- 
iag  with  the  blood  of  a  brother,  shtdl  shed  his 
•n. 

Sir,  I  hAve  heard  it  sta^  that  the  territorial 
risfata  of  Spain  would  be  violated,  were  we  to 
Mopt  the  measure  reoommendad  in  this  seo- 
lioa.  That  it  is  a  terrible  thing  to  violate  the 
risbts  of  a  nation,  and  draw  on  war,  and  all  its 
cskmitieB.  Bat  Spain  has  obligations  to  per- 
toem  as  well  as  rignts  to  assert  If  Spain  had 
tcqnitted  herself  of  the  obligations  imposed  on 
her  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and  bronght 
to  ponishment  those  monsters  who  And  refuge 
in  lier  tenitoi?,  and  to  which  she  has  been  so 
often  nrged  bj  onr  Government  in  vsin,  I 
would  admit,  that  aoj  attempt  to  enter  her 
terBloTT,  as  it  wonld  be  without  neeee^ty,  so, 
also^  It  wonld  be  without  right,  and  oj^nat. 
But,  under  existing  circomstanoea,  what  can 
^ain  dol  The  committee  find  that  Spain  is 
mable  to  Mfil  her  socisl  dnties,  and  thej  pnt 
tlus  eharitaUe  oonBtruction  on  her  neglect  of 
Ibem.  If  she  is  able  to  put  a  stop  to  tiiose  oat- 
nges,  and  jet  still  pennita  them,  she  makes 
benelf  a  party  in  the  crime,  and  no  measures 
tkat  the  United  States  oonld  adopt  wonld  be 
toe  ttriHtg.  We  mnat  act  on  one  of  these  facts 
— connivance  or  inability.  To  act  on  the  lat- 
t«,  is  for  the  benefit  of  Spun.  And  what  can 
min  complain  oft  The  United  States  has 
onnm  henelf  on  her  own  reeoarcee  to  do  that 
which  Spun  onght  to  do,  but  finds  herself  on- 
aUe.  ^,  let  us  bring  this  case  to  private  life. 
Bii^>n8e  the  habitation  of  an  indtvidnal  to  be 
inttiided  on  by  a  ruffian,  and  he  is  without 
Knngth,  and  nnoble  to  resist  him.  A  neigh- 
bor who  had  been  annoyed  by  this  same  ruffian, 
■aiies  him  and  tarns  him  out ;  can  the  weak 
Baa  complain  t  The  same  principle  ^[ilies 
hne.  It  IB  a  misfortune,  bnt  not  a  crime,  in  a 
nttion,  that  it  is  incapable  of  doing  itself  jos- 
tioe.  Spain  cannot  acquit  itself  of  its  obliga- 
tkn  in  oriving  out  theee  bandits.  They  carry 
SD  war  with  all  mankind,  and  all  mankind 
viAa  to  arise  to  relieve  a  neighbor  that  ia  on- 
ihle  to  asHst  itself 

_  But,  sir,  I  beg  to  observe  that  this  olanse  is 
limited  to  a  fresh  pursuit.  When  theee  wild 
beasts  are  started  from  their  lairs  by  the  Amer- 
foD  «qaadn»,  and  wish  to  conceal  themselree, 


thenmakiog  fresb  pursuit,  tgithority  is  ^ven  tt> 
the  officers  to  pursue  them,  capture  them,  and 
brii^;  them  back,  or  leave  them  in  the  island, 
if  assurance  is  (|iven  that  they  shall  be  brought 
to  condign  pomshment.  I  am  now  alluding  to 
the  caution  with  which  Hiis  power  is  ^ven.  It 
is  not  a  general  privilege  to  enter  the  country 
in  pursuit  of  pirates,  becanse  the  ultimate  con- 
seqnences  of  that  might  be  mischievous.  But 
i^  m  a  ^e»h  pursuit,  it  is  necessary  to  appre- 
hend them,  then  the  authority  is  granted  them. 
With  this  caution,  no  difficulty  wul  be  created; 
and,  considering  the  exigency  and  extraordina- 
ry nature  of  the  case,  and  the  outrages  com- 
mitted, there  cannot  be  any  difference  of  opin- 
ion in  the  Senate  as  to  this  clanse  of  the  bilL 
Sorely,  those  do  not  argue  well,  who  say  that  8 
measure  should  not  be  adopted,  becanse  it  may 
ultimately  produce  mischief.  This  objection, 
lies  against  any  and  every  measure.  If  power 
is  pu^ed  too  &r,  there  ia  aaihority  snffiaent  in 
this  country  to  punish  those  who  should  be 
guilty  of  a  wanton  abuse  of  power. 

The  third  clause  is  that  autJiorizing  blockade, 
under  particular  oircamatonces. 

This  clause  has  been  particularly  ol^eoted 
to,  more  especially  on  the  ground  of  right. 

Sir,  the  committee,  in  tiieir  consideration, 
have  assnmed  the  gronnd  that  we  have  had 
ample  canse  for  war  against  Sp^n,  according 
to  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  e^resdy  laid 
down,  tliat,  if  a  uattou  reiusea  to  reptur  an  in- 
jury committed  by  its  subjects  or  citizens,  it 
becomes  instantly  obnoxious  to  the  og^eved 

8 arty,  and  afford  Just  ground  for  retaliatioit. 
In  this  principle,  Spain  stands  obnoxious  to  the 
United  States  for  every  outrage  committed  oa 
its  citizens  by  her  subjectfl.  The  injuries  have 
been  inflicted,  and  redreaa  demanded  in  vain. 
If^  then,  this  is  true,  unqnestionably  we  have 
sufficient  ground  for  war  witii  Spain.  A  Just 
occasion  to  declare  war  leaves  to  the  injured 
pwly  a  right  to  modi^,  according  to  his  pleas- 
ure, the  application  of  his  force  so  as  to  effect 
his  end.  Hence,  there  are  varioas  steps,  hav- 
ing reparation  for  their  otgect,  short  of  war — 
steps  dictated  by  reason  and  hnmanity,  and 
which  not  unfreqnently  produce  the  desired 
resolt,  without  the  calamities  of  war,  such  as 
an  emba:^,  letters  of  marque  and  reprissl, 
and,  I  will  add,  a  blockade :  for  I  can  see  no 
reason  applicable  to  the  former,  that  will  not 
apply  witn  eqoal  force  to  the  latter.  If  either 
of  these  measures  succeed,  t^e  cause  of  human- 
ity is  promoted.  The  argument  that  nothing 
shall  be  done  which  is  not  justified  by  prece- 
dent, is  at  war  with  the  condition  of  human 
kind,  the  cnrrent  of  whose  affairs  is  one  con- 
tinued vicissitude,  every  age  presenting  its  own 
incidents.    From  whence  have  you  derived  the 

Erecedents  forming  the  law  of  nations?  They 
ad  their  origin  in  the  right  common  to  us. 
They  rest  on  the  maxim  equally  inculcated  by 
jurists  and  by  reason,  that  right  goes  hand  in 
nand  with  the  necessity  and  tlie  exigenoy  (tf 
theoase.   In  Mlf-preservation,yoa have  aright 
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to  resort  to  mtoh  measoreB  as  seoeeaitf  dictates. 
On  this  principle  oar  anceston  acted.  Their 
BCtiom  b««aiite  preoedenta,  and  precedents  ao- 
thoritj.  And,  give  me  leave  to  inqaire,  At 
what  ep[>cli  was  posterity  diefranchised  ?  At 
what  point  of  time  did  they  forfeit  the  privi- 
lege of  employing  means  oorrespondiDK  with  a 
new  and  neoeasitons  occarios  f  Belden,  the 
EngliBh  patriot,  was  asked,  by  what  authority 
hejnstified  opposition  to  tyrannj't  He  replied, 
he  was  not  aware  that  there  was  sny  BtatctA 
ppon  the  subject,  bat  it  was  a  nsaee  in  England, 
IFlien  our  fathers,  animated  by  the  love  of  in- 
dependence, and  of  liberty,  rose,  in  tbetr  might, 
to  Break  their  colonial  bondage,  and  to  estab- 


they  Justified  their  measnree,  appealing  from 
mnaty  records  and  established  precedents,  they 
woold  have  point«d  to  the  original  sonrce  of  aU 
hmnan  antnority — the  law  of  Nature,  and 
which,  whea  nnpoUnted,  gnarant«es  tbe  eelf- 
preserVation  and  nappineee  of  man. 

He,  therefore,  wno  refosea  to  prooeed,  if 
there  be  not  a  precedent  on  the  files,  separates 
tdmself  from  tlie  mighty  and  resistless  cnrr^it 
of  htunan  affidn,  md  becomes  partially  harbar- 
ODS,  Reason  and  necessity  compel  us  to  yield 
to  its  endless  changes.  Althongh,  tliemore, 
no  antltori^  could  be  appealed  to  to  justify  this 
measure,  yet,  if  it  be  obvionsly  nec^asary,  to 
save  oar  property  from  destmction,  our  citizens 
from  massacre,  and  to  bring  to  condign  pnnisb- 
ment  the  most  atrocions  of  mmddn^  enemies 
of  the  hnman  race,  that  necessity  would  be  a 
BiifBcient  Jostif  cation. 

Fbidat,  Janaary  21. 
Stqipremion  nflHraejf. 

The  Senato  again  prooeeded  to  the  oonrider- 
•tion  of  the  bill  "  for  the  sappresston  of  Piracy." 

Hr.  Tazcwxll  rose,  and  moved  to  strike 
from  the  bill  the  tlurd  section  thereof  which  is 
as  follows: 

"And  bt  it  /iirthtr  tnacUd,  That,  If  any  of  tbe 
•sld  pirates  ihoitld  escape  from  the  fresh  pursuit  of 
the  coDUDMidliig  olBeen  and  crews  of  any  armed 
vessel  of  the  United  States,  and  find  refuge  in  sny 
of  the  tHiM  OTftata  on  tbe  sud  island  of  Cabs,  or 
other  idsnds  afonstid,  the  President  of  the  UDitod 
States,  OD  being  Infomed  of  tbe  fkct  in  a  mumer 
eatishetory  to  bba,  of  its  authenticity,  shsU  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  anthoiiied,  at  Ida  discretion,  to 
declare  the  said  port  or  dty  to  be  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  and  sbidl  cause  the  same  to  be  lorested 
by  the  nsval  force  of  the  United  States,  till  the 
said  pirates  shall  have  been  secured  and  punished 
by  the  authorities  of  tbe  add  l^snd,  or  until  satis- 
faction shall  otherwise  have  been  made,  whereupon 
be  shall  deem  It  Just  and  expedient  to  discontinue 
tile  s^d  blockade." 

In  snmKirt  cf  this  motion  Ur.  T.  eud — 

Ur.  Free^ent :  In  prc^msing  this  moasore,  I 
do  not  by  any  means  wish  to  be  coosid^^  as 
being  opposed  to  the  great  object  of  the  bill. 
Bo  ur  from  oppomng  ft,  there  u  no  member  of 


the  Senata  no  member  of  the  oommittM,  not 
even  my  honorable  friend  and  coUeogne,  to 
whom  so  much  is  doe  for  tbe  zeal  and  alulity 
be  has  displayed  on  this  occasion,  who  is  more 
&vorable  to  tbe  application  of  every  proptr 
means  of  obtaining  the  object  tlian  tnysell 
Sir,  it  is  precisely  bocanse  I  do  not  conuder  tbe 
means  proposed  by  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  to 
be  either  proper  or  snfBcient  to  obtiun  the  end 
tbe  bill  has  in  view,  that  I  have  proposed  to 
strike  it  oot.  It  is  nnneceeaarj  to  recite  agdn 
the  phrases  of  tiiis  section.  It  is  snfflcient  to 
observe,  that  Its  olrject  is  to  anthorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  states,  under  certain  cirenm- 
stanoes,  to  institute  a  blockade  of  cert^  Spanish 

The  advoeatea  of  this  meaaare,  at  the  ver; 
moment  they  recommend  its  adoption  to  the 
Senate,  aoknoviedge  it  is  a  war  measDre.  Tfaey 
acknowedge,  moreover,  that  the  United  States 
muntain,  at  thia  moment,  the  most  cordial 
relatitms  of  amity,  not  only  with  this  power,  bat 
with  every  nation  upon  the  globe,  and  they 
declare  that  it  is  not  their  purpose  to  change,  in 
any  way,  these  rdations  of  peace  and  ami^, 
whilst  they  practise  this  measure  of  war.  The 
argament  my  friend  and  colleagne  urges  on  Oila 
anbjeot,  is  this :  "  We  have  jnst  cause  for  war 
against  Sptun,  and  therefore,  althongh  at  peace 
onrselves,  we  have  a  right  to  practise  agunst 
her  this  war  measnre."  It  is  not  neceeeary, 
sir,  for  me,  at  this  time,  or  In  this  pkoe,  to 
inquire  whether  the  proposition,  which  asserts 
we  have  Just  ground  of  war  ag^st  Spain,  la 
correct  or  not ;  bat  I  think  I  am  authorized  in 
saying, if  the  statement  mj  friend  and  colleagne 
made  yesterday  is  well  founded,  that  the  eiist- 
ency  of  piraoy  witbin  her  dominions,  is  ascriba- 
ble  to  the  weakneti  and  not  to  the  will  of  Spain, 
it  belongs  not  to  a  jnst  or  generous  people  to 
declare  this  weakness  a  inaC  gronnd  for  war. 
PaTeere  ratjeetu,  tt  debellare  *up«rbot,  was  the 
maxim  the  poet  teaches  as  that  which  was  in> 
cnlcated  by  the  wisdom  of  tiie  dead  upon  the 
magnanimous  enterprise  of  the  living,  in  part 
times;  and  trust  me,  sir,  whenever  we  depart 
from  the  coarse  this  adrice  recommended,  we 
shall  lose  mnoh  of  that  moral  force  which  oon- 
Etitut«s  the  great  power  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  at  this  moment,  while  we  shall 
not  add  a  single  sprig  of  laurd  to  tbe  garland 
which  now  adorns  our  brow.  Suppose  -we 
allow  there  is  Jost  cause  of  war  with  Spun; 
does  it  follow  that  any  obligation  is  thereby 
imposed  on  us  to  exercise  the  rigbt  thus  ac- 
quired! Because  a  nation  has  a  just  cause  <A 
war,  is  it  to  be  argued,  that  she  most,  of  ne* 
cessity,  engage  in  itf  She  surely  may  wuv« 
the  right  of  waging  war,  if  she  thinks  propo* 
BO  to  do;  and  when  she  waives  this  righ^  it 
mnst  be  admitted  its  incidents  and  mere  conse- 
quences follow  tbe  right  so  waived,  and  she  can 
no  longer  claim  the  ^adow,  after  she  has  volun- 
tarily wuved  and  abandoned  the  substanoe 
which  produced  it. 

If  this  be  BO,  It  is  not  ooneet  to  crgtM  tha^ 
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bennae  we  have  ixuA  oaose  of  war,  wo  maj,  in 
times  (rf  peace,  adopt  a  measure  whiob  belongs 
to  war  idone;  and,  least  of  all,  does  it  remit, 
that,  while  tod  are  mBintaiaiag  theae  relatioDB 
of  peaoe  and  amity  witJt  all  oattons,  yoa  are  at 
liberty  to  pat  la  practioe  measnree  of  war, 
which  will  not  &U  on  the  ofleoding  party  alon^ 
bnt  on  the  innocent  and  meritoriona  only. 
Hwe,  then,  ezifitB  the  flist  and  gi'eat  diffbrenoe 
between  tl^e  advooates  of  Uiis  measaie  and  my- 
wdV.  They  aay  that  the  meaaora  propoaed  is 
deagned  to  act,  and  must  act,  "  upon  the  guilty 
■liHie."  In  my  view,  it  oan  only  afibot  the 
innooent  and  meiitorions;  and,  if  tliis  position 
be  eetahlishod  to  thw  satiabction,  I  venture  to 
hope  the  advocatea  ot  the  bill  themMlvea,  when 
they  find  that  this  measure,  instead  of  promot- 
iog  the  end  tluj  bad  in  view,  ia  oalcnlated  to 
prodooe  an  e&ot  diametrioally  opposite,  will 
miu  'with  me  in  tiie  effort  to  exponge  this 
teetioa. 

I  aay,  air,  that  t2iia  measnre,  anthorixing  the 
"  '>e  to  Instltate  a  blackade,  oan  operate 
I  bnt  neotral  states.  A  war  measure 
n  peace  is  an  anomaly,  anoh  aa  history 
nowhere  reoorda,  and  where  wallel  even  pre- 
Mencehaaneveryetforetold.  WebaveDOBtaod- 
vd,  theOfby  whtchtotryitsoharaoter  orasoer- 
tain  ita  effects,  and  there  is  no  reaeoQing  tiiat  oan 
be  applied  to  this  oondesoript  I  think,  Itowever, 
1  shall  approiimate  (he  tnith  in  ooDieoding, 
that  a  blockade,  in  tune  of  peaoe,  oan  confer  no 
mcM«  right,  and  impose  no  more  dntiea,  than  a 
l*eitJ'"f"  blockade  ezeroised  in  war,  by  one  of 
the  belligerent  pitrtiea.  I  asaome  this  as  a 
pcatnlatom,  then,  that  this  war  measure,  prac- 
tised in  peace,  plaoea  all  parlies  in  the  predidi- 
ment  a  rimilar  measure  praotiaed  in  war  wonld 
io.  I  know  well,  air,  what  are  the  rights  and 
datieB  given  and  imposed  by  a  blockade  deolar- 
ed  in  time  of  war,  bnl^  in  relation  to  this  peace 
meaanre,  I  am  ignorant  of  its  couseqaences, 
and  can  bring  it  to  no  other  standard  than  that 
I  have  thus  stated.  I  oan  reaeon  on  it  io  no 
other  wav  than  by  mppoaing  that  thia  blockade, 
iaaCitDted  in  fime  of  peace,  gives  to  aU  the 
pvtie^  on  whom  it  may  operate,  Joat  the  aame 
rights  and  no  more,  tfaut  a  blockade  in  time  of 
var  woold  do. 

If  it  be  contended  that  It  gives  mwe,  I  oall 
npcMD  ite  advocates  to  show  btnn  whence  they 
derive  the  excess.  I  might,  perti^ta,  contend 
that  it  ^A  not  coofer  so  many  rights,  bnt  I  am 
naitent  to  concede  this,  and  to  place  the  two 
DMBSDres  OD  the  aeUsBme  footing. 

Mr.  Preaident,  wherever  war  exists,  all  the 
iohabitants  of  the  wocld  must  occupy  one  of 
tro  relations:  either  they  are  belligerents,  or 
they  are  not.  In  the  former  case,  there  oan 
also  exist  bnt  two  relations:  those  claiming 
and  praotiaing  the  right  of  blockade  and  those 
againat  whose  ports  the  right  of  blockade  is 
directed.  This  blockade,  if  it  sots  at  all,  most, 
tb«re£»«,  operate  on  one  of  three  parties :  let. 
On  the  citizens  or  snbjectB  of  the  nation  declar- 
ing the  blockade;  Sd^.  On  the  citizena  or  enb- 


Jaota  of  the  power  whose  port  is  blockaded; 
Sdly.  On  any  others,  that  is  to  say,  on  nentrals. 

Let  na  now  consider  the  case  of  oitisens  or 
snt{]eota  of  the  blockading  nation.  It  has  never 
been  said,  it  has  never  been  thought,  it  has 
never  been  even  dreamt,  I  believe,  by  any, 
before  this  day,  that  a  belligerent  blockade 
ever  did  or  ever  ooald  aot  apon  these. 

We  have  been  told  of  a  blockade  by  atatate, 
bnt  my  hooorable  colleagae  is  mistaken,  I  be- 
lieve, when  he  traces  the  rights  and  duties  it 
oreaWs  to  this  source.  No,  dr,  the  power  to 
declare  it  ia  derived  from  no  sach  paltry  mtmi- 
oipal  spring ;  it  flows  directly  frran  the  great 
and  pnre  foanttun  of  the  pnhlia  law.  And  when 
BO  derived,  ita  inflQence  extends  over  all  opon 
whom  this  hieh  law  acts,  that  ia  to  aay,  over 
the  whole  civUiaed  world! 

Deriving  ita  powers  thna  from  Ihe  law  of  na- 
tions, how  idle  would  it  be  fbr  a  Oovenmient 
to  invoke  the  aid  of  sach  powen  when  it  would 
aot  npon  its  own  satyeots  I  Bbr,  the  relation 
which  snbsiate  between  sovereign^  and  snbjeo- 
tion,  between  a  nation  and  its  own  people,  Is 
that  which  eqjoins  and  reqoires  all  power  txi 
the  one  hand,  and  all  aabjeoUon  on  the  other : 
and  the  only  donbt  which  ever  has,  or  ever  will 
exist,  is,  in  what  hands  this  nnlimited  sovereign- 
ty, ^manding  nnlimited  obedience,  mi^t  moat 
properly  be  confided.  We  say,  (and,  I  think, 
aay  tmly,)  it  can  be  trctsted  nowhere  with  pro- 
priety bnt  to  the  people.  Bnt  wtiether  it  re- 
sides with  an  Autocrat,  with  a  King,  Lords,  and 
Oommons  In  Parliament  assembled,  or  in  the 
People,  wheresoever  it  ia  fonnd,  it  ia  eqnal,  and 
it  is  eqoal  only  because  it  is  supreme. 

The  langnage  of  this  soverdgnty,  addressed 
to  its  own  sn^feota,  most,  therefore,  ever  be  the 
langnage  of  command,  "  tie  veto,  tie  yuiw  ;  itet 
pro  ratioTie  volunbu."  And  this  langnage  w^ 
the  people  of  the  United  Btatea.  acting  in  onr 
sovereign  capacity,  are  a>  mooh  antboriced  to 
address  to  our  own  citizens,  as  the  meet  pnissant 
sovereign  on  earth  is  anthorized  to  wnploy  it  to- 
wards his  vilest  ser&  For  onr  sovereign  rights 
are  nut  less  than  his :  they  are  both  snpreme. 

If,  tiien,  you  wish  to  prevent  your  people 
going  to  the  island  of  Oaba,  pass  an  act  to  that 
effect — an  act  of  Congress,  with  snSoient  aan^ 
ticna,  will  seonre  the  object  Do  they  violate 
it  t  Enforce  yonr  mnnidpal  regtUationa  ij 
mnnicipal  meaiu ;  nobody  can  oomplain  of  this, 
becanso  they  are  your  own  people,  and  you  may 
govern  them  as  you  think  proper.  Bnt,  it  may 
be  asked,  what  will  yon  do  with  one  of  your 
people  who  should  attempt  to  violate  this  block- 
ade? Will  yon  not  capture  him!  Yea,  and 
oondemn  him  too — (I  am  speaking  of  a  war 
blockade,  with  which  this  peaoe  blockade  mnat 
be  compared) — we  do  not  oondemn  him,  how- 
ever, fbr  violating  the  blockade ;  with  this  he 
has  nothing  to  do ;  we  touch  him  on  a  spot  &r 
more  delicate ;  we  strike  a  chord  that  reachei 
to  his  very  heart ;  we  toach  bim  on  his  ^e- 
giance,  and  say  that  be  is  a  party  holding  inter- 
ooarae  with  the  enemy,  and  endeavws  to  glT» 
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them  aid  and  oomforL  Tear  power  over  him 
is  not  then  derived  ftoni  the  pnblio  law ;  the 
pabUo  lav  cannot  operate  on  him ;  it  ia  a  mere 
mouicipal  power  derived  from  joar  own  monl- 
cipal  code,  directed  against  a  traitor  who  elndea 
and  violates  the  mniiioipal  anthoritj. 

DoyoQwant  farther  evidence  of  this!  So 
70a  want  to  be  farther  Batisfied,  that  the  right 
of  bloakade  is  never  exerted  hj  a  nation  against 
itHowndtizensf  Yon  will  find  it  in  these  oon- 
nderationa.  Wonld  jon  not  oaptare  him  before 
the  blockade  began,  or  after  it  was  raised,  or 
«ven  during  ita  ooDttnoaace,  if  he  is  (bnnd  any- 
where engaged  in  this  paq>ose,  altlioogh  not 
Meking  to  violate  tt  t  Yes,  and  the  prindpfe  ia 
always  the  same ;  yon  always  capture  and  oon- 
demn  him  as  a  tr^r,  bddiDg  intenmnrse  with 
the  enemies  of  bis  oonntry,  contrary  to  his  al- 
Isgjanoe,  and  never  as  a  mere  blockade  breaker. 
iH,  then,  the  inatitntion  of  a  blot^ade  prodncea 
no  [tew  effect  upon  the  subjeote  of  the  nation 
deolaring  it  wiil  it  aot  upon  the  power  whoae 
porta  are  bhxtkadedt  This  ia  a  fallacy  atill 
greater  than  the  other.  In  war,  yon  capture 
and  condemn  ^oor  enemy,  it  is  tnie,  not  becanae 
he  is  attemptmg  to  break  the  bloi^ade,  how- 
ever, bnt  becanae  he  is  yoor  enemy.  Yon  as- 
rign  no  other  reason  bnt  that.  Yon  say  he  is 
■onr  enemy  j  therefore,  yon  have  a  right  to  seise 
lis  peraon  as  well  as  his  property,  wherever  yon 
find  either  out  of  the  protection  of  a  nentrel 
state',  nds  right  existed  before  the  blockade 
iraa  inatitnted,  and  exists  io  equal  force  after  it 
is  taken  off;  and  doring  ita  oontintiance,  wher- 
ever yon  find  yonr  enemy  beyond  the  limits  of 


bestows  no  right,  and  imposea  no  new  disabili- 
ty, cannot  be  oonindered  as  acting  in  any  man- 
ner directly  npon  him ;  yonr  right  of  action  on 
him  is  derived  from  pablio  law ;  it  was  perfect 
the  instant  war  existed  between  yon,  and  it  fa  a 
ri^t  entirely  independent  of  blockade. 

Now,  Mr,  President,  if  the  blockade  does  not 
act  on  yonr  own  <ntizens,  or  on  yonr  enemy,  on 
whom  can  it  act?  If  it  act  at  all,  it  mnst  act 
upon  none  bnt  nenbals.  I  know  very  weU.  sir, 
that,  althoD^  the  direot  action  of  a  blockade 
Is  npon  the  nentral,  yet  the  oonseqnencee  may 
be  felt  by  the  enemy,  and  perhaps  by  yonr- 
selvee;  bnt  that  Is  merely  an  incident,  a  mere 
oonseqnenoe,  of  the  direct  action,  and  yon  en- 
title yonrself  to  the  chanoe  of  inflicting  this  in- 
direct injnry  upon  yonr  enemy,  by  entitling 
yonrself  to  the  right  of  acting  direotly  npon 
nentrsli.  If  snch  be  the  operation  of  a  block- 
ade, instituted  jure  ItlK,  as  flied  and  settled  by 
the  pnblio  law,  and  if  a  peace  blockade  can  be- 
etow  DO  other  rights,  then,  as  it  ia  a  measnre 
designed  to  act  not  against  the  United  States 
uid  Spain,  bnt  npon  all  the  other  nations  of  the 
dvilized  world,  tne  question  is.  Are  we  prepared 
thns  to  act  upon  them  ?  Tbe  advocates  of  this 
meaanre  seem  to  have  looked  only  on  -one  side 
of  it ;  but  this  is  not  right  The  effect  of  block- 
ade ia,  to  shut  out  all  who  are  out,  and  keep  in 


aswellasln- 
grea.  The  central  can  do  more  go  in  than  he 
can  come  ont;  and  tbe  only  exception  to  this 
mle  is,  that  he  may,  if  he  ohooses,  qnit  the  port 
tbe  moment  he  is  notified  of  the  blockade,  pro- 
vided he  leaves  it  in  the  condition  he  was  when 
that  notice  was  received,  in  l»Uast  or  half  load- 
ed, if  snch  was  liis  dtoation  at  that  time.  And 
if  he  dues  to  pnt  the  smallest  article  on  board 
after  he  ia  notified,  he  then  acts  as  an  enemy, 
by  amsting  tbe  enemy  in  his  commercial  pur- 
poses, and  subjects  himself  to  oonSscatton  there- 
by. Perhaps  the  advocates  of  this  measore  can 
ezplun  why  it  is  that  nentrals  are  thus  to  be 
made  to  koSw,  all  of  whom  feel  as  we  feel  nnon 
this  snbjeot,  and  some  of  whom  have  done  their 
ntmoflt  to  pnt  down  piracy,  and  whose  efforts  I 
grieve  to  be  compelled  to  say,  have  been  mnoh 
more  efficadons  than  onr  own. 

I  oui  imagtoe  man^  argnments  that  mi^t  b« 
snggeMedby  ingenuity  in  &vor  ofaUockade 
of  ingrssB,  but  for  a  blookade  of  egress  there 
oan  be  none. 

When  yon  see  your  friend  abont  to  -pax 
into  unknown  ways,  and  press  towards  a  pr^ 
oipioe  vrhlch,  if  overstepped,  mnst  bring  faim 
to  destruction,  yon  may,  nay  it  is  your  duty,  to 
warn  him  of  nis  peril^  to  advise,  to  entreat, 
perhaps,  in  some  indimdwil  cases,  to  prevent 
him  ffom  mabing  npon  destruction.  Bnt  anrel j 
you  act  not  a  friendly  part  towards  bim,  whea 
you  find  him  suddenly  and  noeipeotedly  but- 
rounded  by  appalling  dangers,  if  yon  reqntm 
and  compel  him  to  continne  in  this  situaticMi, 
from  which  he  would  esA  has  the  means  to 
escape,  if  yon  wonld  permit  him  to  do  so.  Bat 
yet  this  is  the  verv  oonnw  yon  will  porsne,  if 
you  adopt  this  bill  in  its  present  shape.  Yon 
blockade  the  port  into  wlilch  yon  have  pnrsned 
the  pirate,  and  will  suffer  none  to  enter  there, 
because  it  contains  the  monster ;  and  while  yon 
do  and  say  this,  yon  prevent  all  from  escaping 
thenoe,  although  it  oontaina  the  very  beast  o? 
prey  whom  yon  have  thns  hnnted  into  thea« 
formerly  peaceful  recesses. 

The  Dominican  friars  of  old,  when  they 
clothed  their  victim  in  the  habit  of  San  Benitot 
and  led  bim  to  the  anto-da-fe,  while  he  writhed 
in  the  midst  of  the  conamning  flames,  calmly 
told  him  it  waa  for  his  own  good.  We  seem 
disposed  to  act  the  same  part,  and  arrc^atiog 
to  onrselves  these  inquiutorial  rights,  wish  to 
clothe  every  neutral  power  in  such  garment^ 
enA  leadiug  them  to  the  flames,  tell  them  we  do 
so  for  their  good,  Bnt  will  they  believe  nst  If 
it  be  true,  as  my  honorable  colleague  yesterdi^ 
asserted,  that  neoenity  and  right  go  hand  in 
hand,  then  their  necessity  will  be  as  strong  aa 
ours ;  and  while  It  pves  us  the  right  te  enforce^ 
equally  bestows  npon  them  the  nght  to  resist, 
our  assumed  functions.  And  if  it  be  true,  as  tdj 
honorable  friend  yesterday  contended,  that  we 
have  the  right  to  mterpolate  a  new  principle  in 
the  public  law,  they  have,  at  least,  as  strong  a 
claim  to  do  sa 

And  what,  ur,  must  ba  the  Inevitable  «flM 
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<tf  all  these  variona  resdinga  of  th«  holy  text, 
under  whicb  difforent  and  diaoordantrichta  are 
daimed  ?  No  od«  oan  doubt  it  moat  be  war, 
botrid,  intermliiable  war,  imkaa  we  are  o<Hiteiit 
to  retom  to  t^  fold  from  wheQoe  we  shall  be 
■aid  to  have  atrsfed,  to  come  agun  within  the 
paleof  cirilsode^,  andooiueDt  tobegOTenied 
(nee  more  hy  the  anoient  rolea  whioii  £e  neoea- 
tiliaa,  not  of  one,  but  of  aD,  produced,  whioh  the 


wisdom,  not  of  one,  but  of  all,  ^geated,  andfbr 
the  pr«eervtLtion  of  which,  mudtered  by  anj, 
the  peace  of  all  requires  the  gnarantee  of  each. 


It.  PresideDt,  my  oolleagoe  and  mjadf  differ 
Toy  mDch  in  the  idea  we  entertain  reapeoting 
ttu8  right  of  iuatitnting  a  blockade.  He  eon- 
■dera  it  aa  an  independent,  gabetantlf  e  rigbt 
"  wUch  may  be  exerted,  (to  nse  hia  own  worda,) 
ptrte."  Batistbiaso?  Oanitbeso!  TberiKht 
<rf  inatitnlia^  Uookadea  is  not  a  mibataDtiTe 
lyit,  nor  will  its  ezerelae  be  permitted  ptr  m. 
The  ri^t  of  institntiDg  bloiAadea  Is  a  mere  In- 
ddent,  a  coneeqnenoe  growing  oat  of  the  exer- 
dae  of  the  hi^ier  right  of  war,  and  can  be  exert- 
ed only  by  thoae  plaoing  theniselves  in  «  atate 
of  war. 

If  a  nation  has  jnst  oanae  of  war,  the  qoeation 
whetber  she  will  wage  It  or  not  ia  one  reeling 
iidely  on  ita  own  disorelion:  and  it,  in  the  exer- 
dn  of  thia  diaoretion,  it  ia  found  expedient  to 
waive  the  right  of  waging  war,  then  the  mo- 
DKat  it  waives  the  right  of  waging  war,  it  wuves 
its  ri^t  to  the  exerdse  of  all  the  inddmts, 
eonKqnences,  and  aooeasorial  rights  of  war. 
To  nrge  the  contrary,  wonld  be  to  argae  that 
jon  had  a  right  over  the  shadow,  after  having 
given  Qp  the  subetance.  No,  sir.  Nations 
wuve  all  ■tixa  beneQts  when  they  avoid  all  the 
riAiofwar. 

I^  b  the  ezeroise  of  its  dieotetion,  a  nation 
havmg  Joat  canse  of  war,  eeee  fit  to  me  its  per- 
fact  ri^t  of  waging  war,  the  instant  war  exists, 
ttieqmres  no  statute  to  give  the  right  of  blook- 
ade,  and  none  can  take  it  awav.  It  is  then  de- 
rived from  the  high  law  whioh  the  wisdom  and 
eoDvenieoee  of  the  whole  world  dictated,  and 
whidi  ia  eonaecrated  by  the  holy  hand  of  time. 
Let  no  aodadmu  editor  dare  to  pollute,  by  any 
Vat,  erasure^  or  interpolation,  the  sacred  page. 
The  common  good  of  all  mankind  reqoires.  that 
idkit  the  oommoQ  wisdom  of  all  dictatetL  and 
Um  common  and  long  acqoiesoenoe  of  ell  has 
naetioned,  ahonld  neither  be  repealed  nor 
abridged  by  any.  If  yon  chooae  to  judge  for 
TDmicilTee,  and  blot  one  page,  every  nadon  will 
hive  a  right  to  fbllow  vonr  example,  and  then 
indeed  we  shall  behold  the  Pn^het's  scroll 
illoded  to  yeeterdsy,  written  on  tlie  in^de  and 
nt  with  nothing  bat  lamentaluon  and  woe. 

I^  in  the  eiermae  of  her  discretion,  having  a 
Jort  caoae  of  war,  a  nation  declares  war,  she 
thns  immediatdy  inveala  herself  with  the  right 
tf  ttnitenlng  b»  enemy  by  every  means  in  her 
pover.  8he  may  limit  lum  exelnsivdy  to  hia 
om  re«onree&  She  may  (Utninisb  these  aa  far 
n  she  can,  and  take  care  that  they  receive  no 
Mgnentatiwi  from  any  other  power:  and  all 
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this  she  ia  allowed  to  do  to  attain  the  only  Inti- 
mate end  of  war — a  JDSt  and  honorable  peace. 
To  aeonre  the  beoefita  of  peaoe,  the  right  of  war 
la  given,  and  war  Jnstifiee  the  beUigerente  in 
employing  all  those  meana  to  aooompliah  thia 
iUgreat  end. 

UndOT  this  ri^t  of  depriving  him  of  his  re- 
Bomiw&  is  derived  the  right  of  taking  hia  pn^ 
erty  wnereeoever  it  is  found  beyond  the  pro- 
tection of  a  nentral  atete.  Under  this  right  of 
preventiog  any  augmentation  of  these  reeoaroe^ 
is  derived  the  rigbt  of  captnring  even  nentrd 
property  when  found  apon  the  high  seas,  des- 
tined for  the  enemy's  port,  and  being  oontraband 
of  war. 

Under  these  rigbte  of  captnring  the  proper^ 
ol  the  enemy,  and.  the  oontraband  property  of 
nentrala,  destmed  for  his  porta,  is  derived  the 
right  of  vlfdtation  and  search.  For  it  would  be 
vain  to  allow  anob  righta,  nnleaa  the  only  nieana 
by  which  tiiey  could  De  enfbroed  were  also  otm- 
oeded. 

And,  under  thia  ri^t  of  limiting  the  enemy 
to  his  own  resonroea,  i«  derived  the  ri^t  of  ii^ 
s  and 
ii»ter- 
ooorse  with  the  reat  of  the  world. 

The  right  of  visitation  and  search,  and  the 
rightof  blockade,  are  three  twin  aietere,  bom 
of  the  same  mother — war.  They  come  into 
being  at  the  same  moment  with  the  edstenoe 
of  war;  they  oontinne  during  the  same  period 
while  war  oimtinueB;  au^  milike  the  twms  of 
the  heathen  mythology,  they  die  at  the  same 
instsnt,  when  peaoe  retnnia.  Now,  ^,  if  we 
are  Jostifled  to  exercise  in  peaoe  one  of  theaa 
rightsof  war,  wearejustifledlnexenndng  the 
ouier ;  and  if  we  claim  the  right  of  blockade  In 
peaoe,  we  cannot  deny  to  any  nation  the  right 
of  Tisitation  and  search  in  peace  also.  Is  the 
Senate  prepared  to  make  this  oonocesion? 

Uy  honorable  friend  may  say,  perhapa,  that 
the  mronmstance  of  the  existence  of  [draoT 
makee  this  oase  pecniiar.  He  may  contend, 
that  this  bill  doee  not  assert  the  right  of  block- 
ade  generally  in  times  of  peace,  but  only  when 
piracy  exists.  This  is  certainly  ao:  oat  are 
there  notother  pirates  In  the  world  beddea  those 
who  infest  the  coast  of  Onbal  Have  you  not 
declared  the  slave  trade  piracy?  and  has  not 
Great  Britmn,  at  your  invitation,  done  the  same! 
and  ia  be  not  as  mneh  a  pirate  wbo  deals  in 
slaTsa,  then,  as  he  who  takes  a  veesel  off  O^e 
Antonio  I— and  if  the  existence  of  piracv  in 
Onbajustifiee  you  in  undertaking  a  blockade 
thercj  to  sapprees  that  piracy,  can  yon  deny  to 
Britain,  or  any  other  nation,  the  right  of  visita- 
tion and  search — to  snppreas  the  other  piracy, 
the  slave  trade ! 

My  h<»iorable  fiiend  yesterday  described,  in 
language  of  true  pathos,  the  horrid  atrooitiea 
perpetrated  by  the  monsters  of  Cuba.  The 
piotore  was  dnwn  bv  a  master's  hand,  ita  oolcrs 
were  moat  vivid,  ana  its  rimilitude,  I  doubt  not, 
mostjnst  I^  1&.  PresideaL  I  dared  to  borrow 
hie  pendl  for  a  moment,  and  to  exhiUt  a  mwe 


,:Jb.GOOtj^lC 


ABBIDOHBirr  OF  THX 


«/ Piracy. 


[Jakuabt,  I8S6. 


rajTid  sketofa  of  th«  alave  trade,  I  oonld  present 
yoaasoene,  over  which  pUJanthropjoauDot  bat 
veep,  at  which  the  human  heart  eickens,  and 
the  Mre  represeutaCdon  of  which  roQsea 
calm  JtiBtice,  and  makes  her  c^  aload  for 
geanoe  on  flie  wrong-doer.  Yea,  sir,  in 
scale  of  moral  beaa^,  the  vileet  wretoh  who 
hannta  Gape  Antanio,  prowling  for  rapine,  and 
deUghdng  in  blood,  compared  with  the  slave 
trader  who  traffics  on  the  ooast  of  AAioa,  is  as 
Evperion  to  a  Satyr.  He  itanda  as  a  pure 
gel  of  hght  to  the  fooleat  demon  of  dafknei 
and  ever?  drcnmstance  which  can  be  urged  to 
Jnetiiy  yon  in  olaiming  the  right  of  pracciwng 
this  measore  of  war  in  times  of  peace,  in  order 
to  exterminate  one  pirate,  may  be  urged  "a 
fbrtiori,"  to  justify  every  ouier  nation  in  nung 
the  other  measnr*  of  war  in  order  to  extermi- 
nate Qm  other  pirate. 

Kr.  President  i  for  half  a  oentory  we  have 
been  straggling,  sincerely,  I  know,  and  I  hope 
■noceesfiilly,  to  establish  the  reputation  of  being 
a  just  people — to  acquire  the  ouaraoter  of  doing 
nnto  others  what  we  would  to  be  done  to  onr- 
•elves  in  similar  oiroumBtanoeg.  K  we  mean 
to  preserve  this  character,  wemnst  take  special 
care  to  act  candoosly  and  oonmstently ;  for,  if  it 
Is  fbnnd  in  any  one  page  of  onr  history,  ttiat  we 
are  awerdng  for  ourselvea  a  privilege,  whioh 
elsewhere  we  had  denied  to  others^  we  forfeit 
this  oharaoter  of  moral  reotitude. 

Now,  sir,  (all  other  ooosideratioas  apart,)  is 
It  wise  to  do  BO  t  Of  all  the  natioos  of  the  dvit- 
Ised  world,  the  United  Stat«e  is  that  where 
physic^  detached  from  its  moral  strength,  is 
Uaat  It  ever  has  been  so,  it  ever  most  be  so, 
while  this  Government  oontinnes.  Cnit^  the 
two,  and  at  home  yon  may  defy  the  world  m 
arras  ag^nat  yon,  while  abroad  your  influenoe 
will  be  felt  for  beyond  the  limit  to  whioh  yonr 
physical  force  can  ever  enable  you  to  reach,  by 
the  means  of  yonr  example,  that  is,  by  yoor  mere 
moral  power.  It  is  this  at  lesst,  dr,  that  con- 
Btitntee  the  material,  ont  of  whioh  are  formed 
the  pillars  of  strengUt  and  beanty,  the  jachin 
and  the  Boas,  stan£ng  before  the  veatibnle  of 
our  t«mple.  While  these  stand  yonr  edifice  is 
•eoure;  it  will  continue  as  now,  &ir  to  behold, 
and  safe  to  inhabit.  Bnt,  onoe  corrode  this 
material;  once  impurthis  moral  power;  and 
we  Aak.  into  decrepitude  before  we  have  yet 
attained  maturity.  Ought  we  not  then  to  bft- 
ware  how  we  depart  from  the  right-lined  course 
onr  predeoeMon  have  pnrsned;  how  we  assert 
prindplee  in  relation  to  foreign  States,  now, 
whioh  th^  disavowed  formerly  t  Our  moral 
Btcength,  like  chastity,  once  lost,  can  never  more 
be  regained.  Now,  sir,  let  as  look  baok  into 
our  own  history  for  pu^el  cases ;  let  us  find 
what  where  the  principles  we  asserted  then, 
and  inquire  whether  oar  practice  now  will  ac- 
cord with  them.  If  they  are  at  variance,  we 
should  ahon  iJiem  as  we  woald  every  thing  that 
lends  to  eviL  There  are  many  members  of  the 
Senate  who  will  all  recollect  the  incidents  that 
ooonrred  in  the  interval  between  the  yeara  1T98 


and  ITSS,  and  what  was  the  doctrine  we  dien 
asserted  and  practised  t  It  was  during  the  pe- 
riod of  the  French  Bevolation,  when  England 
and  France  were  belligerents,  and  the  Cnited 
States  was  tbe  neatroL  In  consequence  of  this 
neutral  poudon,  our  ports  and  harbors  were 
filled  with  oor  own  veaeela,  as  well  as  with  tha 
vessels  of  both  the  belligerents  and  of  other 

Eowers,  not  only  with  their  merchant  vessels, 
at  with  thdr  fleets.  What  was  the  practice 
then  t  The  moment  one  of  the  belligerenta 
fonnd  vessels  of  tbe  oUier  in  these  ports,  no 
matter  whether  it  was  a  vessel  of  war  or  a 
merchantman,  they  blockaded  thein,  in  fact, 
although  not  in  name.  Every  harbor  and  bay 
of  the  United  States  was  sutgect  b>  this  block- 
ade. What  was  onr  language  then  towaida 
these  belligerentat  Yoa  are  at  war  with  eaob 
other,  and  may,  on  the  high  seas,  exercise  the 
rights  of  war ;  bat  yon  have  no  right  to  coma 
hereandahntonrportsasyoobavedone.  Weare 
at  peace  with  each  of  yon,  and  with  all  the  world 
beddes.'  You  oannot,  therefore,  claim  tbe  right 
of  blockading  as  in  name,  and  henoe,  ought  not 
to  exert  the  power  of  blockading  as  in  faoL 
Exercise  yonr  right  of  viutation  and  search  on 
the  hi(^  seas,  and  when  yon  there  find  the 
property  of  yonr  enemy,  or  the  contraband 
property  of  neutrals,  destined  for  your  enemy, 
take  it  and  apply  it  to  yonr  own  use.  We  da 
not  complain  of  this.  Bat  yon  most  not  plaoe 
yourself  at  onr  very  door,  in  order  to  exanino 
onr  viators  and  friends.  By  so  doing,  you 
harass  onr  lawM  trade;  yon  annoy  onr  fair 


commerce;  and  you  subject  ns,  althongli 
peaoe,  to  most  of  the  inconveniences  we  s^on 
leel  from  flagrant  war. 

This  reasoning  was  just,  and  at  last  prevail- 
ed ;  both  parties  became  utisfled  of  the  reoti- 
tade  of  onr  claims,  and  yielded  to  them. 
Now,  Ur.  President,  if  the  actual  presence  of 
L  enemy's  fleet,  in  a  neutral  port,  in  time  of 
open  war,  cannot  justify  blockade,  can  the  pres- 
ence of  a  piratical  veaa^  in  any  port,  Justify  it  t 
If  the  Pranch,  finding  an  £i^^  fleet  ui  tha 
Chesapeake^  ought  not  to  blockade  them  there^ 
snrdy  yon,  a  nentral,  finding  a  fleet  of  pirates 
in  Uw  nenlTal  port  of  "MafairiTiui,  cannot  block- 
ade it,  and  so  do  that  which  one  beUigerent 
power  would  not  be  Justified  in  doing  towards 
another. 
Mr.  President,  if  we  reaUy  wish  to  preaerva 
IT  good  name  and  moral  strength,  by  acting 
towuds  others  as  we  wonld  they  might  aot 
towarda  na,  we  ought  not  only  to  refrain  from 
doing  any  improper  action,  but  even  from  doing 
that  which,  altjiongh  permissible  in  itself  might 


principle,  and  yet  leave  a  shadow  of  sus> 
picion  as  to  our  motives  for  asserting  it.  Now, 
what  are  we  abont  to  do!  Are  we  going  to 
war  with  Spain,  and  so  to  acc^nlre  the  right  of 
blootc&det  No  I  we  are  going  to  blockade 
Spanish  ports,  and  yet  keep  ooraelvea  at  peace. 
If  we  go  to  war  with  Spain,  nentrala  mnat  sab- 
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at  yield  in- 
3  Idookade, 


mit  to  onr  blookadea,  and  will  do  so  willingly ; 
for  joDT  war,  bj  impoaugoew  diaabilitiM  apoo 
jtHuaeU,  most  in  fkct,  impftrt  new  advantageB 
to  neatrala,  whkb  will  abundaaUj  compensate 
them  for  any  inoonrenienoe  your  belligerent 
rights  create.  Bnt,  if  in  peaoe  ;on  blockade, 
then,  when  bj  jonr  blookftde  yon  have  created 
neoeputiee,  the  sappl;  of  whion  moat 
ordinate  profit^  yon  may  raise 
and  tatWying  ue  wants  wbioh  buH  uniuuueu, 
thoB  create  toe  yoorself  great  profit  at  the 
expense  <tf  others,  and  in  which  none  will  be 
allowed  to  partidpate  with  yon.  Snppoee  that, 
b;  the  blockade  of  the  Havana,  jron  raiee  the 
piice  of  flonr  to  $ffO  per  barrel,  and  then  raise 
javT  blockade,  who  will  enjoy  tlie  benefit  of 
tfaia  hi{^  price?  The  merchaDta  of  the  neigh- 
boring ports  in  the  United  Stotea.  Thns  it  will 
happen,  then,  that  by  yonr  own  power,  yon 
create  wania  which  yon  will  not  snfTer  other* 
to  jxevent,  and,  when  they  have  attained  their 
to^ieat  point,  withdraw  yonr  measnree  of  war, 
■nnme  the  atlitade  of  peaoe,  and  so  satia^r  the 


Nentral  states  will  never  anb- 
mit  to  this,  sir, — they  will  not  snffer  yon  thns 
to  Uow  hot  and  cold  throng  die  same  lipa ; 
bat  will  tell  yon,  that,  if  yon  ohoose  to  war 
with  Spain,  do  so ;  fbr,  when  by  war,  yon  ont 
TOnrseU  off  from  all  paaoeM  interocnirse  with 
Iter,  the  trade  yon  rive  np  beoomes  theira,  snb- 
JM  (»dy  to  yonr  belligerent  rights.  Iliat  they 
win  be  thns  eompens^Ad  for  t£e  inconvenience 
to  which  yon  snbject  them.  Bnt,  if  by  the 
measoraa  of  war,  yon  create  wants,  wbich, 
vu&K  the  garb  of  peace,  yon  yonrseif  may  sat- 
ii^,  thay,  and  tbey  only,  feel  the  evils  of  the 
war,  while  yon,  and  you  only,  can  eiyoy  the 
lenefite  of  peace.  They  wiU  say  to  yon,  that 
this  Centanr  fbnn,  lialf  war,  lutlf  peace,  is  a 
dafimned  monster,  whioh  the  fHenda  of  hn- 
manity  mnst  exiirpate;  and  more  than  one 
VcBtor  will  be  foond  at  tfaia  fbaat  of  the  I^i- 
flusj  ready  and  willing  to  saaay  the  teak. 

Bit,  it  is  a  frand  on  nentral  rights,  and  it 
BDDot  be  expected  they  will  anbmlt  to  it.  If 
yon  go  to  war  yon  eqjoy  its  benefits,  and  take 
the  oonaeqnencee ;  bnt  here  yon  take  the  bene- 
fila  to  yonrselvea,  and  throw  the  hardships  and 
aniK^ance  on  the  innocent. 

There  is  one  more  view  of  the  anbject  to 
which  I  ahonld  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
be  Sen&t(L  if  it  were  not  for  the  contempt  with 
which  m  J  honorable  ooUeagne  seems  to  consider 
eT<ery  thing  like  detwL  I  cannot  Jnmp,  how- 
erer,  at  <»ice  to  my  conclndons,  as  he  does — I 
mnst  ^  step  by  step,  and  eatia^  myself  of  its 
cmration  every  way,  before  I  can  pronoonce 
that  any  meaanre  is  good.  It  is  my  miafortnne, 
■r,  and  yon  mnat  pardon  me,  if^  aocnstomed  as 
I  have  been,  tbrongh  my  whole  life,  to  arrive 
at  oonclnaions  only  by  the  sloff.process  of  rea- 
ioaiog,  I  still  adhere  to  my  ala  conrse;  and, 
having  no  pretension  myself  to  intnition,  I  am 
distniatfol  of  its  ^parent  effects  npon  others. 
I  do  not  pretend,  sir,  to  ai^oe  by  ooiiolnmons — 


I  raoat  plod  on,  and  aak,  at  each  step,  not  merely 
quart,  bnt  gw>  taodo,  also.  In  this  instance! 
have  done  so,  and  I  do  not  see  my  way  dear. 


If  we  mean  to  institute  blockades,  I  take  it  for 
granted  we  mean  to  enforce  them  when  instil 
tntad.  If  80,  we  moat  preenme,  sir,  that  thero 
will  be  cases  of  capture,  and,  of  coarse,  efforts 
at  condemnatdon.  Bnt  where  is  condemnsldon 
to  be  made  t  Will  the  committee  teU  me  by 
what  fomm  this  qneation  of  condemnation  will 
be  tried,  and  what  allegation  tbey  will  pref^ 
to  attain  it  I  If  it  bad  been  a  war  measure,  it 
wonld  have  been  brought  before  a  prize  tribn- 
nal;  bnt  the  bill  bos  directed  no  prise  tribnnal 
to  be  institnted,  and  indeed  it  would  have  been 
strange  if  it  had.  A  prize  wilhont  war  wonld 
be  as  great  an  anamoly  as  a  blockade  in  peace. 

8nppcee  a  vessel  is  brought  before  a  prize 
court,  nowever,  and  yon  asy  she  is  an  enemy, 
or  that  she  has  conducted  herself  qvati  enemy, 
becanse  she  has  violated  year  blockade — yea, 
mr,  yonr  blockade,  declared  by  statute — what 
will  yonr  prize  Jndge  first  oak?  Does  war 
exist)  The  answer  maybe  given  in  the  Ian* 
gnage  of  the  advocates  of  this  bill  themaelvee, 
war  does  not  exist,  but  we  are  merely  practising 
a  meaanre  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  and  there- 
fore ask  yon  to  help  na  out  by  yonr  decree. 
Bnt  what  must  that  decree  bet  It  mnst  be 
this,  and  this  only ;  Prize,  the  fruit  of  war,  la 
not  to  be  won  by  the  acta  of  peace ;  he  who 
oaks  it  mnst  have  risked  hts  life,  nis  liberty,  and 
his  property,  for  its  aoqoiution.  Yon  who  have 
risked  nothing,  con  take  nothing,  at  least  A-om 
this  court  but  mnst  seek  the  boon  which  yon 
ask  dae  where. 

Bnppoee  that  yon  apply  to  some  other  than  a 
prize  tribunal,  to  some  court  of  admiralty,  or 
other  fbrum,  bound  to  administer  the  jiu  gm- 
ttum,  and  uiere  ask  the  confiscation  of  the 
property  of  a  nentral  oaptnred  on  the  high  seas, 
for  a  breach  of  your  statutory  blockade— what 
will  the  Jndge  there  tell  yon  t  He  will  tell  yoo, 
as  he  hoa  often  done,  that  municipal  power  Is, 
in  its  very  nature,  territorial  \  it  cannot  reach 
beyond  the  bourne  of  the  country  where  it  is 
exerted,  except  over  the  persons  or  property  of 
its  own  snlfjeota,  and  that  he  cannot  condemn 
the  property  of  strangers  for  the  breach  of  a 
law,  in  the  enaction  of  wlilch  they  had  no 
share,  and  by  the  obligation  of  which  they  are 
not  bonnd. 

Ton  must  then  be  driven  at  lost  into  a  mere 
mnnidpal  tribunal,  to  some  conrt  of  fiso,  to  ask 
the  condemnation  of  the  property  of  an  alien, 
fbr  some  act  done  by  one  who  never  owed  yon 
obedience,  and  witiont  yonr  territory.  Sb:, 
those  who  ask  this,  are  either  not  aware  of  its 
conaeqnences,  or  oannot  be  aerioQs  in  expecting 
their  application  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  chosen  to  exhibit  the 
snlfject  to  you  thus,  through  the  medium  d 
yonr  own  oonrta,  rather  than  ask  yon  to  accom- 
pany ma  to  London,  or  to  St.  Peterabnrg,  to 
witness  the  scene  that  must  take  place  there, 
when  yonr  lepreeentatjve  nmdertakes  to  aiv> 
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Kot  coafificatini;  their  property,  not  jure  belli^ 
bnt  for  acts  done  nnder  their  sathori^,  and  out 
of  your  territory.  This  scene  I  leave  to  the 
imadoatioa  of  those  «rbo  may  find  mirth  iu 
it.    To  me  it  would  ^Te  none. 

How  then,  sir.  I  ask,  is  this  Uookade  to  be 
oerried  into  effect  I  [Ur.  Basbour  sud  by 
force.]  Sir,  fbrce  is  not  right.  It  never  did 
convey  the  property  of  one  neatra)  into  the 
posaeasion  of  aootber,  where  the  pnbtio  law 
fortMde  it ;  and  we  know  not  yet  on  which 
aide  of  the  qoeation  the  condnsitHt  of  tbia  ulti- 
ma ratit>  may  apply.  - 

The  moment  yon  announce  this  doctrine^  yon 
Stand  on  the  principle  thatfbroe  f^vea  rights; 
and,  when  you  interpolate  it  into  the  page  of 
the  pnblic  law  that  ezpresaly  denies  it,  ^on  place 
yourself  beyond  the  pale  of  dvil society;  the 
whole  civilized  world  will  rise  figainst  yon,  and 
declare  yon  in  a  state  of  barbaiism  as  well  aa 
blockade. 

It  is  contended,  sir,  that,  as  we  have  a  right, 
In  peace,  to  lay  embargoes,  and  to  grant  letters 
of  reprisal,  and  as  t£ese  are  war  measures, 
therefore  we  have  a  right  to  inatitute  a  block- 
ade, which  is  not  more  a  war  measare.  I  have 
never  understood  that  embargoes  and  reprisals 
were  war  meaanrea,  and  sbonld  like  to  be  in- 
formed from  what  authority  anch  aaaertione  ere 
derived.  Embargo  ia  no  more  a  measnre  of 
war  than  the  infliction  of  the  sanction  of  any 
other  municipal  law  is  a  measure  of  war.  Its 
operation  is  confined  to  your  own  territory,  the 
same  as  in  any  other  municipal  law.  A  man 
commits  a  mnrder  and  is  hanged  for  it.  Thia 
might  as  properly  be  called  a  measnre  of  war  as 
an  euibargo. 

In  themselves,  they  are  measures  of  peace 
and  trail quiility,  a  mere  extension  of  the  muni- 
cipal powers  of  the  state  over  those  who  ought 
to  sabrait  to  such  powers,  and  no  one  ever  oon- 
eiders  them  as  ouierwise.  Look  back  to  the 
time  of  Waahinpton.  He  laid  an  embargo  for 
60  daya,  and  afterwards  extended  it  to  90  days. 
Did  aay  one  consider  it  as  a  measare  of  war  or 
force  ?  Embargo  may  be  resorted  to  aa  a  means 
of  preparing  onrselvos  for  war,  and  ao  may  the 
construction  of  fortifications.  Yon  are  budding 
forta  on  Old  Point  Comfort  and  Hurl  Gate; 
yet  no  one  considers  these  as  measures  of  force 
or  war,  becaose  they  may  be  uaefhl  in  war. 
Nor  can  -we  say  more  of  embargoes.  Thus 
much  for  embargoes  then. 

As  to  letters  of  reprisal,  they  are  always  un- 
derstood  as  measnres  of  peace,  deaigned  to  pre- 
Tent  n'ar.  I  grant  that  mey  often  lead  to  war; 
but,  in  themselves,  they  are  as  mnch  measnrea 
of  peace  as  an  embargo,  and  their  ol^eot  always 
ia  certainly  to  prevent  war. 

Bnt^  as  to  bloekade,  tbe  effect  ia  very  differ- 
ent. Letters  of  reprisal  act  on  the  gaitty,  and 
the  gnilty  alone;  and  embargo  acts  on  all 
alike,  but  it  acts  mnnicipally  on  all  within  the 
tairitory ;  wbereu  blocutde  acts  beyond  tiie 


temtoiT,  and  acta  directly  upon  tbe  innoceat 
only.  It  now  only  remains  to  inquire  int«  the 
OD^  precedent  that  has  been  cit^  in  sapport 
of  this  proceeding.  I  allude  to  the  blockade  (tf 
Oadiz  by  the  French.  I  aay  that  Franoe  was 
perfectly  Justifiable  in  declanug  that  blockade; 
but,  in  the  ODurae  ahe  pnrened,  there  is  nothing 
to  justify  the  present  measure.  War  thM  «i- 
ist«d,  and,  as  a  conseqnenoe  of  war,  blodada 
was  adopted  by  France,  It  is  stud  that  Fraaoe 
declared  she  woa  not  at  war  with  Spain.  Bir, 
is  not  this  the  language  whioh  every  ally,  un- 
der similar  ciromnstancea,  ia  compelled  to  nset 
When  a  part  of  a  nation  attempte  to  sepante 
itaelf  flrom  the  rest,  or  to  establish  a  new  wv- 
ereignty,  the  effort,  while  it  is  in  progress,  ia 
declared,  by  the  ancient  sovereign  of  the  whole, 
to  be  rebellion,  and  force  is  used  to  bring  baok 
the  rebellions  member  to  ita  doty.  Thia  (one, 
when  resisted,  makee  war  exist ;  and  swib  a 
war  is  diatdngniaheii,  not  as  poblio,  bnt  as  civil 
war.  All  but  the  belligerents  give  it  this  de- 
nomination, and  the  revolutionary'  party  oalll 
it  by  the  aame  name ;  the  uicient  eover^fiiii 
and  its  allies,  however,  will  never  acknowledga 
it  to  be  war  at  all — they  aay  it  ia  insurreotioii 
and  rebellion ;  and  there  never  has  been  an  in- 
Btanoe  known  of  any  nadoo,  endeavoring  to  re- 
gain a  revolted  portion  of  her  state,  tlut  had 
aevered  itself  from  her,  calluig  the  robelBoffl 
parties  enemlea.  Ho,  they  style  them  rebdi 
and  traitors,  and  the  moment  they  catch  them, 
hang  them.  Were  they  onoe  to  aoknowledgt 
them  as  enemies,  they  could  not  thus  pomah 
them,  because  they  would  be  entitled  to  tbe 
privileges  granted  by  dviliiod  warfare,  whidi 
forbid  US  ao  to  punish  an  enemy,  or  to  eiert 
over  him  our  mnnicipal  means.  We,  ounelves, 
stand  a  memorable  example  of  this:  ia  iba 
year  '76  we  declared  onreelves  independent- 
Britain  declared  us  to  be  rebela,  and  used  all 
her  power  to  reduce  as  ag^n  to  the  slavery 
from  which  we  were  doing  our  utmost  to  fne 
ourselves.  Bhe  put  forui  all  her  physical 
means,  and  bad  she  not  been  fearful  of  a  dresd- 
fol  retaliation,  all  the  prisoners  she  took  would, 
no  doubt,  have  suffered  as  rebels  and  biiton^ 
and  not  oa  enemies.  She  never  oould  aoknowl- 
edj|e  us  to  be  enunies  until  she  admitted  ns  tA 
be  independent. 

France,  some  years  since,  by  one  of  her  vreti, 
declared  St.  Domingo  In  a  Btat«  of  blockade 
and  announced  her  purpose  of  executing  tof 
who  should  presame  to  enter  it  in  violation  of 
this  law.  None  ever  doubted  the  perfect  ridit 
of  Franoe  ao  to  rule  her  own  poHseasions  if  she 
thought  projper;  and,  until  either  Franoe  or 
the  Unitad  Statns  abonld  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  this  revolted  colony,  we  were  con- 
strained to  consider  the  antient  regime  as  stiU 
existing  in  St.  Domingo,  and  to  regard  that 
island  as  a  .part  of  the  French  Empire,  and. 
therefore,  properly  governed  by  its  maakipal 
decrees.  Kone  ever  doubted  either,  that,  to 
these  rights  of  sovereignty,  France  might,  rt 
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rUitt  <^  war.  And  the  whole  qneetion  vew, 
whether  she  had  thought  proper  ro  to  do.  But 
Fnuee,  to  this  hour,  has  never  recognized  the 
inbabitaots  of  HaTti  as  her  enemiefl,  bnt  merel? 
as  her  revolted  BDbJ«ct«. 

An  inteedae  oommodon  edated  some  fbw 
■mm  tanoe  in  En^and,  which  wanted  nothinx 
bat  niunben  to  magnil^  it  into  rebellion,  and 
■oeceaB  to  make  it  rerohitioii.  Bnt  ThisUewood 
died  the  death,  not  <tf  an  en^n;',  bat  of  an  in- 

la  short,  rir,  whu-erer  rBvolt  aoabiBt  editing 
■ntbcHity  legitimate  or  not)  can  m  fonnd,  nai- 
tber  the  andent  sovereign  nor  any  of  his  allies, 
en  e'rer  consideT  this  (so  &r  as  the  quondam 
Hil(Jeot  is  ooncem«d)  to  be  war,  and  so  to  oon- 
■titiite  th«  insorgenta  enemies.  As  to  those,  h 
is  rebellion  meraly  ;  but  as  to  all  otbera,  It  is 
dTfl  war,  the  existence  of  which  adds  the  ad- 
mitted righta  of  war,  to  the  prior  rights  of  sov- 
ereignty claimed  b  j  one  of  Uie  parties, 
As  r^^ards  the  blockade  of  Oadix,  France  oonld 
not  eonnder  Spain  as  at  war  wi^  part  of  her 
own  people.  fVanee  came  as  her  allj  to  tend 
her  sraintsnea,  and  as  Bpain  never  aoknowleda«d 
die  was  at  war,  ndther  ongfat  her  ally  so  to  do ; 
bat  dvil  war  existed,  and  bence  there  was  no 
improprie^  in  blockading  Oadit.  This  case, 
then,  cannot  be  oil«d  as  B  precedent  in  Jnstifi- 
eation  of  the  present  measure. 

1  think,  then,  Mr.  President,  I  have  estab- 
fiditd  the  proposition,  tbat,  oonridering  this 
contemplated  blockade  as  a  measure  of  peace,  it 
is  not  jostiSable,  and,  therefore,  is  one  to  which 
we  have  no  rigbt  to  resort.  Bat  suppoaing  it 
were  proper,  will  it  be  effident?  Under  this 
toD,  when  you  have  met  a  jdiate  on  the  high 
was,  and  chased  him  tobiaden,  ttiMt  a  despatch 
ia  to  be  sent  1 ,800  miles  to  the  Freddent  of  the 
nmted  States,  to  know  what  to  do,  and  before 
the  measenger  can  poeubly  ratam,  tiiera  will  be 
BO  fartber  occasion  to  blockade  most  probably, 
for  the  beast  will  have  escaped  from  hia  place 
ofiefbge. 

Ton  would  not  then  InstltntA  a  blockade,  I 
pnsmne;  for  it  onght  to  be  considered  sstisfu- 
tory  that  those  who  coald  not  prevent  his  in- 
0MS  have  not  opposed  his  regrem,  and  if  this 
M  not  satisfactory,  it  is  Jast  oaose  of  war. 

I^  then,  sir,  yon  interpret  this  bill  literally, 
it  is  nugatory ;  bnt  no  snob  interpretation  will 
be  given  to  it.  If  the  ExecntiTe  wish  the  adap- 
tion of  this  measnre,  you  cannot  believe  that  it 
Is  coat«nplated  to  laonoh  snch  a  mere  irtUtan 
fidmett  aa  the  literal  int«rpretation  of  its  lan- 
gnage  woald  make  it  1*0,  At,  the  means 
giveD,  like  all  other  means  in  this  Qovermnent, 
will  be  adap>ted  and  made  effioaoions  to  the  end, 
fbr  the  attainment  of  which  (he  preamble  or 
tttle  anoomices  they  were  to  be  employed.  To 
make  them  so,  however,  the  authority  yon  del- 
egate to  him  nia9t,of  necessity,  be  snb-delegated 
to  soma  other  present  on  the  spot.  Posdbly  to 
KMne  one  or  more  of  the  sixty-seven  new  officers 
yon  made  a  few  days  dnce,  every  one  of  whom 
will,  Me  yxaf,  beccHne  a  commanding  tX&aee  on 


tbat  station,  if  the  war&re  is  to  be  carried  on 
in  open  boats,  aa  it  Is  suggested  it  mast  be. 
"Sow,  sir,  are  yon  willing  to  place'  tbe  rights  of 
nentrajs,  end,  oonseqneaUy,  the  peace  of  thit 
nation,  in  the  hands  of  any  such  as  theset 
Have  yon  not  already  too  many  examples  b»- 
fore  you,  examples  fnmished  by  the  very  doOQ- 
ment  now  in  our  hands,  of  the  want  of  discre- 
tion in  those  of  mooh  higher  grade,  to  confide 
any  power,  of  this  description,  even  npon  them  t 
Bat  this  will  be  the  neoeiaary  efibct  of  the  Mil, 
if  it  prodaoea  any;  and,  if  it  produces  none,  ft 
is  naelsM,  beconse  ineffident  Mr.  President,  I 
have  great  respect  for  many  of  our  naval  om- 
cers ;  but  allow  me  to  say,  that  yon  are  never 
saf^  when  you  leave  the  power  of  plunging  oi 
in  war  with  tbose  whose  interest  and  whose 
pride  it  will  ever  he  to  make  war. 

Sat,  I  b^an  by  stating  that,  although  I  was 
opposed  to  the  means  provided  by  tbis  section 
of  the  bill,  yet  I  was  not  opposed  to  the  ot^eot 
of  the  bill.  I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any 
one  in  promoting  the  good  end  of  pntting  down 
piracy  m  the  West  Indies,  or  any  other  part  of 
the  worid.  If  the  Preddent  wants  ships  for 
that  parpoea  I  will  build  them,  as  many  as  h« 
desires— if  be  wants  money,  I  wiH  pve  it  till 
he  cries  enouf^;  and,  when  this  power  and 
tbese  means  are  intrusted  to  the  EseoutiTe,  I 
shall  hold  tbe  Executive  re^nsible  far  the 
proper  applioation  of  them.  The  end  proposed 
is  the  suppression  of  piracy.  All  proper  roeona 
I  will  grant ;  and  if  this  end  is  not  then  effect- 
ed, all  the  misohiefo  tbat  result  mast  be  lud  at 
the  door  of  him  who  misapplied  tbe  means.  I 
have  no  doabt,  sir,  on  this  sabjeot  of  fresh  pur- 
suit; a  pirate  is  on  outlaw,  a  beast  of  prey; 
wherever  you  find  him,  yon  have  a  right  to 
pnrsne  and  slay  him.  For  my  part,  I  don't  caro 
whether  the  parsnlt  is  b-esh  or  not ;  I  believe 
yon  may  lawfnlly  go  anywhere  where  be  nn- 
lawftally  is.  Yon  may  t^e  him,  condemn  bim, 
and  alter  yon  have  oondemned  him,  I  would 
not  pardon  him.  If^  in  tbis  puraoit,  you  find 
any  one  affording  him  refoge,  giving  bim  aid  or 
comfort,  yon  are  at  liberty  to  attsdi  him  also ; 
he  is  an  accessory  both  before  and  alter  the 
fact,  a  partieept  ermini*,  and  mnat  take  tbe 
oonseqnenoes  of  his  guilt. 

This,  sir,  I  know  very  well,  may  lead  to  war; 
nay,  very  probably,  is  war ;  but  it  is  open  war 
with  gnil^  pirates  and  their  gnilty  assodatea 
only,  and  not  war  in  disguise,  waged  ag^nst 
Innocent  neutrals^  under  the  new  doctrine  of 
practising  the  meaanree  of  war  in  times  of 

AlthoQgh  I  am  willing  to  employ  all  proper 
means  to  effect  tbis  de^rable  end  of  snppreamng 
piracy,  I  can  never  consent  to  blot  tbe  bri^t 
esontcheon  of  tbe  United  States,  or  jeopardize 
its  moral  force,  or  fix  a  stain  on  the  oharacier, 
which,  with  so  mnoh  oare,  we  have  been  en- 
deavoring to  establish  fw  the  last  fifty  years, 
by  asserting  the  right  of  doing  that  which  the 
public  law  forbids.  Therefore,  sir,  I  mora  to 
expunge  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 
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Mr.  Barbodb  thoQ^t  tbat  be  had  acquitted 
liiinself  of  bis  share  of  dat;  in  the  exposition  he 
had  made  jeaterda;  of  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee. Other  members  of  the  committee  were 
charged  with  the  defence  of  their  msBBiires 
uajust  uaj  attack  that  might  be  made  upon 
them.  Bat  as  hie  fiiesd  and  oolieasne  had 
moved  agsinst  the  most  efficient  brancQ  of  the 
bill,  and  no  gentleman  had  risen  in  reply  to  his 
Vgimient,  nnprepared  as  he  was,  he  conld  not 
eoDsent  to  permit  the  qaetition  to  be  taken 
without  attempting  the  vindication  of  a  meaanre 
■ecommended  bfthe  committee,  and  which  bad 
provoked  snch  severe  animadveroon  from  his 


HoDse,  was  heightened  hj  the  consideration 
that  it  was  his  misibrtane  to  have  to  enooonter 
his  colleagne.  Success  rarely  attends  a  divided 
household.  As  heretofore  he  had  had  the  good 
fortrnte,  on  all  salnecta  <rf  oonseqnenoe  gener- 
ally, to  be  aided  by  his  former  coUeagnw,  he 
hoped  this  wonld  be  the  last  case  of  division 
with  his  present.  When  to  these  circnmstanoes 
was  oddM  the  consideration  that,  on  the  snb- 
ject  before  os,  and  all  the  reanlts  of  prize  anes- 
tione  and  admiralty  decisions,  the  principu  ob- 
Jeotiaoi  nrged  by  his  fHend,  that  he  was  laboring 
In  his  Tooadon,  and  perfectly  familiar  with  all 
tbtir  tMbnioalities,  uniting  the  powers  of  a  oa- 
padons  mind  -wiA  the  lights  ot  experience,  the 
Senate  wonld  readily  appreoiaCe  the  nneqn&l 
contest  into  which  he  was  abont  to  enter. 
Nothing  bat  a  consdonaneas  of  tmtJi  could  sna- 
tain  him  in  the  conflict. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  state  the  proportion 
oontalned  in  the  third  section  of  the  biU. 

The  advocates  of  thia  section  are  bound,  it  is 
agreed,  to  make  ont,  to  the  sstisfactiou  of  the 
Senate,  1st.  That  we  have  the  power  to  adopt 
this  measore  of  coercion,  independently  of  war ; 
and,  Sdly.  That  the  exercise  of  Oiis  power,  at 
this  time,  is  called  for  by  the  exigency  of  the 
occasion.  In  making  out  the  first  proposition, 
he  had  bnt  little  to  add  to  his  argnment  of  yee- 
terday.  By  what  standard  is  the  qnettion  of 
the  existence  of  the  power  to  be  tested  f  My 
honorable  friend  contends  that  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, as  made  known  by  jorista,  was  the  only 
rnle  by  which  we  conld  be  governed.  That  to 
•eek  to  add  to,  or  in  any  way  to  interpolate  on 
that  oode,  was  impious,  and  franght  with  inoal' 
onlable  mischief.    Indeed  I    How  has  it  hap- 

Sned  that,  while  alt  other  snblmiary  things  are~ 
perfeot,  and,  as  it  is  hoped,  in  a  progressive 
■tate  of  improvement,  that  this  system,  most 
oomplioat«d,  and  involving  the  deepest  interest, 
■houd  have  already  arrived  at  perfection  t  A 
system  whose  princteles  ori^nated  without  de- 
liberatioQ,  and  which  were  frequently  dictated 
by  the  powerful  to  the  weak.  But,  however 
the  principles  may  now  be  consecrated  by  ac- 

auiesoence,  and  by  time,  they  must  have  had 
leir  ori^.  They  were  established  by  the 
aame  power  common  to  os — the  employment  of 
means  deemed  proper  or  convenient  by  those 


who  used  them.  But  the  present  is  a  case  not 
anticipated,  or  one  which  bad  not  oconrred. 
The  laws  are  silent — there  is  no  precedent  on 
the  files.  The  necewity,  as  will  be  shown  un- 
der the  seoond  proposition,  exists  for  the  em- 
ployment  of  thia  mean  to  save  the  lives  cdf  our 
pe<n)le  from  deab^ction.  I  ask,  when  did  we 
forteit  the  right  of  self-preeervation !  Wbea 
was  posterity  disfranchised!  At  what  epoch 
did  the  interdict  issne — and  by  whom  I  No, 
This  idolatrous  reverence  incnlcated  for  the 
writers  on  intemaldonal  law,  ia  at  war  with  onr 
reason.  This  servile  deference  for  precedent  is 
not  adapted  to  the  latitnde  of  Americs,  Onr 
ancestors  did  not  thus  act  when  they  gloriously  . 
rose  above  precedent  and  authority,  and  pro- 
claimed OUT  emancipation.  Onr  own  biatorr  of 
annual  legislation  shows  the  neceesity  of  apply* 
ing  new  mlee  to  new  and  unprovided-for  inci- 
dents which  all  changefbl  time  is  continnally 
producing.  All  that  is  incumbent  on  thoee 
who  exercise  power,  is  to  eJiow  that  inevitable 
necessity — for  that  neoewity  is  inevitable,  when 
self-preeervation  is  at  stake— demands  it.  Ton 
are  never  to  exceed  the  limits  which  tbat  ne- 
cessity points  oat,  bnt  you  may  safely  advance 
to  them.  On  this  branch  of  the  diaoDH^on,  I 
alluded  yesterday  to  the  precedent  eetabllahed 
by  France  in  the  blockade  of  Cadiz.  My  eol* 
league  contends  that  France  was  right  and  I 
pray  to  inquire  how  he  makes  it  ontt  He  will 
Dot  admit  that  Spain  was  at  war — no,  not  even 
civil  war — because,  in  tbat  event,  Spain  would 
have  been,  by  the  modem  usages,  deprived  of 
the  right  of  mordering  her  rebelliona  anttJeatB. 
France,  he  says,  as  the  ally  of  Spiun,  stood  on 
the  same  footing  as  Spain,  and  therefore  die 
was  not  at  war,  and  this  is  what  France  herself 
did  expressly  announoe  to  the  world,  and  yet 
what  ia  hia  conclusion  t  Why,  tbat  France  bttd 
all  the  privileges  of  a  belligerent 

Although  the  great  bnrden  of  his  previona 
ailment  was  to  show  that  a  blockade  oonld 
not  exist  independently  of^  but  was  a  oonae- 
quence  of  war,  yet,  when  he  now  labors  to  as- 
certain France  was  not  at  war,  yet  shewasjua- 
tiflable  in  thus  blockading  Cadiz — this  course 
of  reasoning  is,  to  my  mind,  unintelligible,  and 
a  perfect  contradiction.  Wuether  this  reeolta 
from  the  fallacy  of  the  gentleman's  a^nment, 
or  my  incapacity  to  comprehend,  I  leave  to  the 
Senate.  I  shall  content  myself  with  these  re- 
marks on  thia  branch  of  the  subject,  and  by  re- 
ferring  to  my  remarks  of  yesterday — that  we 
have  just  cause  of  war  against  Speun ;  that  hu- 
manity reqnires  we  should  obtain  onr  end  short 
of  war,  if  practicable;  that  the  intermediary 
steps  of  embargo  and  letters  of  marqne  have 
been  reeorted  to  by  nations  acting  on  the  sng- 
gestioDS  of  this  humane  principle,  and  that 
blockade  is  defensible,  on  every  ground  a« 
these,  save  the  influenoe  of  precedent;  and  that 
we  have  Just  the  same  power  to  eetabliali  pre- 
cedent as  our  ancestors,  and  when  caUea  to 
establish  one,  dictated  by  self-preservation,  and 
limited  to  the  exigency,  that  we  stand  juMifiad, 
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and  shall  be  joatified  hj  the  oommon  oonseot  of 
mankind.  Now,  sir,  as  to  the  necearitv  of  ex- 
(Toiaing  this  Dower.  For  jeon,  bandreds  of 
oar  fellow-citizeDS  have  been  murdered  bj  a 
deep«r«to  aawdataon  of  brigands.  They  elude 
our  joat  vengeancM  b^  taking  reAigeintbe  oolo- 
oin  of  Spain.  They  are  not  onlj  protected  b; 
the  inhabitants  of  those  islands,  bat  tbef  are 
Jnstifled.  Jostified  I  The  inhabitants  share  in 
th^  plunder  1  They  hover  aroimd  the  porta, 
watch  the  departure  of  onrTanels,  and  are  ena- 
bled thereby  to  eieonte  their  fell  porpoeee  of 
robbery  and  murder.  The  whole  iBlana  of  On- 
ba,  Ibr  example,  all  oonditiona  of  its  people^  are 
leagned  in  this  diab<^ical  crime.  Oar  agent 
there^  Ur.  BuidaB,  most  respectable  we  learn 
from  others,  and  verjr  intelligent,  u  we  know 


we  ean  make  the  pei^Ie  on  land  feel  our  power, 
t^  blockading  their  porta,  and  depriving  them 
of  thia  dreadnd  aonroe  of  gun,  and  onttmg  off 
their  interoonrse  with  the  yrmi,  that  alT  ex- 
ternal efforts  toarreet  the  evil  are  in  vain;  that 
jon  moat  prodooe  a  moral  revolntjon  on  land, 
through  their  intemt&  In  confirmation  of  this 
is  the  President's  meeaage  of  the  11th,  who 
ftaatM  out  this  measure  as  neocessry  to  the  snp- 
pteteioD  of  piraov.  What  stronger  evidence  do 
yoa  require  of  the  necceaity  of  exercirang  this 
power!  I  trust  I  hsTs  soatained  both  the 
propositions.  I  asserted  the  right  and  the  ne- 
eeaany  of  exerdaing  this  power.  Now,  air, 
what  are  the  ot^jeotiona  t  That  we  shall  be 
inwolred  in  war  with  the  neutral  powers,  whose 
rights  win  be  oompromitted  by  this  measure  t 
And  it  is  trinmphauUj  inqnired,  how  i»  this 
meaflnre  to  be  enforoedt  The  answer  ia,  by  a 
■nfficiemt  foroe  to  be  placed  at  the  point  blook- 
aded.  Ah  I  what  is  to  become  of  the  prizes  I 
Before  what  Court  of  Admiralty  is  the  prixe  to 
be  bronght,  and  by  what  test  is  the  prize  qaes- 
tion  to  be  decided?  The  answer  ia,  ihu  it  is 
not  contemplated  to  make  any,  bnt,  by  aotool 
6^0^  to  arrive  at  onr  object  by  eidnding,  not 
oaptnriDg  the  veeseb;  thongh,  at  the  asms 
time,  if  neoaaaary,  I  have  little  queBtion  if  the 
aame  necessity  existed  to  ou-ry  the  priociplea  of 
Uockade  to  this  extent,  as  to  estabhsh  the  lim- 
ited blockade,  which  the  oommittee  look  to,  we 
ihonld  have  the  anthoriW  to  do  so.    Bnt  the 

rtleinan  charges  me  wiui  an  ntter  contempt 
detul.  If  by  this  he  means  that  I  respeot 
the  enbstanoe  rather  than  the  shadow,  that  I 
hold  the  difficnitiee  of  a  prixe  qnaetdon  before 
an  Admiralty  Court  as  ineigDificaot,  when  com- 
pared with  tJie  fortonea  and  lives  of  my  fellow- 
dtizena,  than  I  plead  gmlty  to  the  charge.  I 
do,  indeed,  &el  bnt  little  interest  "  in  the  pln- 
mage  of  a  dying  bird,"  A  measure  ia  here 
preaented,  called  for  bv  the  atrongest  of  all 
earthly  consideratioQa,  tee  aalvation  of  onr  fel- 
low-citizens. Shall  we  abandon  them?  Shall 
we  give  them  npto  the  marderons  assassin,  who 
S[Mrten^ther  agenor  sex!  SJioll  these  mighty 
mischiefs  be  held  as  unworthy  onr  notice,  be- 
caoae  the  ingenoity  of  counsel  ahaU  be  able  to 


an^^  difficnMes  in  one  of  the  remote,  indeed 
I  way  say  impracticable  resnlts,  what  deciuon 
shall  be  prononnoed  on  a  prize  question?  Jij 
coUeagae  says,  and  I  do  not  qneation  it,  that  he 
feels  the  same  horror  and  detestation  for  this 
euormons  mischief  as  myself  or  any  member  of 
the  committee ;  and  that  he  is  witUng  to  go  all 
proper  lengths  for  its  soppression ;  that  he 
would  visit  the  island  with  our  forces,  and  pat 
not  only  all  the  pirates  to  death,  but  all  who 
had  ^ven  them  aid  or  ooantenance.  That  he 
is  wUling  to  give  shipa  and  money,  and  then  to 
hold  the  Executive  responsible  for  their  nnqw 
application.  Bat  this  very  Execntive  tells  yon 
that  a  blockade  is  neoeasarj.  At  whose  door 
will  the  reepondbili^  reat,  if  yon  dve  not  the 
power  ?  Bat  my  odleagne  ia  wilDug  to  give 
what  ia  neoeeaary;  bnt  qnalified  with  the  con- 
dition that  It  most  be  proper  in  his  estimation. 
Why  talk  of  doing  what  Is  neoeesary,  when  yon 
refose  that,  without  which  every  thing  will  b* 
ineffeotnaL  £itemal  means  will  not  answer. 
The  people  of  the  lalandi  must  be  made  to  f^ 
A  blockade  of  their  ports  is  indispensable;  yet 
this  you  reftaae.  The  Uvea  of  your  peo^e  ex- 
posed to  oontianed  maaaacre ;  and  yet  Uiia  oa* 
lami^  ia  to  be  diaregarded  while  we  are  &i^ 
tidionily  Inquiring  into  the  diffloull;  of  a  pria* 
case,  rria  the  case  (tf  a  phyadan,  weeping  over 
his  dying  patient,  with  Ute  means  of  reooveir 
in  his  hand,  bnt  who,  from  acme  faatidionB  deli- 
oaoy,  reAisea  the  q^lication,  and  to  that  deli- 
oaoy  offers  him  as  a  aaorifioe.  Bnt  this  measure 
is  to  operate  «zolnaively  on  fbreigners,  in  the 
langnage  of  my  friend.  Mrectly  the  reverse. 
'*  ~  te  only  on  the  guilty.  How  are  foreignera 
„  .  J  affected  ?  Snrely  their  interest  is  direcUj 
to  he  subserved.  The  extirpation  of  these  d^ 
mons  is  the  oommon  conoem  of  mankind.  The 
temporary  exdodon  of  f(»eign  ahips  from  th^ 
den  Borel;  can  form  no  Joat  oanse  ttf  oompbdnt. 
But  the  gentleman  fbretella  disaBtrons  cona»- 
qaencea.  From  what  source  he  draws  hia  pro- 
phetic inniirations  I  know  not.  I  will  extent 
myself  with  a  different  propheoy :  that  aDoh  % 
measore,  in  saoh  a  cause,  will  obtain  the  ^>- 
plaoee  of  mankind.  Who  can  oomplain  ?  Bpunt 
We  are  doing  her  a  favor.  EDglaud  t  Euie  to 
engaged  at  ^is  moment  In  the  common  canae 
of  extirpating  the  pirates.  Fraooe,  independ- 
entiy  of  her  eqoal  oonoem  in  their  deetrnetion, 
will  soareely,  after  hec  act  of  blockade  at  Ca- 
diz, have  tiie  confldenoe  to  compMn.  If  ahe 
should,  let  her  be  told  (hat,  while  she  contend! 
for  the  right  of  blockading  a  dty,  for  the  de- 
struction of  patrlota,  fighting  for  ^  that  is  dear 
to  man,  thdr  altars,  their  fireeidM,  their  liberty, 
that  anrely  they  will  not  oomplain  of  an  Amer- 
ican blockade,  directed  against  a  horde  of  the 
moat  proatitated  and  ferodons  of  mankind, 
whose  exttrpation  is  the  united  wish  of  all 
mankiad. 

My  colleague  permits  himself  to  find  a  parallel 
between  this  case  and  our  own,  during  the  war 
of  revolutionary  France,  and  nrgee  that  tbia 
aasnmptioD  of  ours  may  become  a  preoedent 


,  CocH^lc 


irhloh  wonld  shelter,  In  its  ratroactioiL  the  enor- 
moQB  pretensions  of  tlioee  powers,  when  hlock- 
tAing  our  ports.  Bat  where  are  the  circnm- 
Btsnces  of  resemblance)  On  what  groond  did 
mj  oolleagne  indulge  the  oomparison  f  Ameri- 
Cft — tm  Independent  QDvemtneut,  in  a  nenbvt 
pontion,  performing  her  relatire  dntiea  with 
good  faith  to  the  contending  partdee,  Borelj  has 
no  trait  of  resemblance  with  desperate  brigands, 
at  war  with  all  mankind — andaoionslj  tram- 
pling nnder  feet  all  laws,  hniusn  and  divine. 

I  heard,  with  equal  enrprise  and  r^ret,  that, 
however  be  aoqaitted  as  of  improper  motivea, 
that  foreigners  wonld  snapeot  their  pnri^. 
That  we  would  blockade  the  Havana  tiU  the 
eafiering  of  the  inhabitants  ahonld  oarry  flonr 
to  fifty  dollars  per  barrel,  when  our  blockade 
wonld  be  immediately  wted,  and  Boaton  or 
Korfolk  would  supply  the  demand.  This  is, 
Indeed,  a  homilialing  piotnre.  Who  oonld  be 
wicked  enough  to  indiuge  snoh  an  inalnnalion  t 
After  years  of  patient  (^nranoe  and  long-enf- 
fering;  after  om"  ships  have  been  plnndered 
«nd  onr  oitisens  given  up  to  tortore  and  death ; 
when,  instead  of  mshing  to  vengeance,  we  have 
oalmly  addressed  oorselvee  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment for  redrees,  and  have  waited  for  her 
reply  in  vain ;  after  onr  inteUigeot  ag«it  on 
the  spot  tells  na  this  measnre  is  mdiapenaable ; 
after  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
recommended  ita  adoption,  and  the  united  wis- 
dom  of  both  branohee  of  Congress  shall  have 
sanctioned  it — to  suppose  it  [WBsible  that  any 
foreign  nation  will  have  the  andadty  to  carry 
onr  measnree  to  a  ooonting-honse  motive  I  re- 
peat agwn,  is  a  suggestion  which  I  heard  with 
surprise  and  regret.  Bat  the  power  is  given  in 
a  way  to  render  it  fiitile.  After  these  beasts 
of  prey  have  been  traced  to  their  den,  they  are 
not  instantly  to  be  blockaded,  bat  the  President 
is  to  be  advised  of  the  circnmstanoea  before  the 
blockade  takee  place,  and  when  the  lii^tiyes 
will  have  escaped.  Why  does  not  my  ooJIeagne 
employ  the  powers  of  his  mind  in  amending  t 
The  tntth  is,  that  the  check  complained  of  was 
inserted  in  deference  to  the  opiniooa  of  those 
who  permit  themeelvea  to  believe  that  tbej  see 
danger  in  any  measore  of  energy.  It  was  t« 
relieve  onrgelvee  from  the  fear  enggested  by 
my  colleague,  and  which  may  be  entertained 
by  othare,  that  onr  commanders  are  not  troat- 
wortby.  This,  bear  it  in  mind,  is  not  onr 
winion.  We  have  confidence  in  the  prudence 
fa  onr  officers,  or,  if  they  violate  their  duty,  we 
have  authority  here  to  punish  and  atone  for 
tlieir  injuries.  I^  therefore,  the  clause  is  not 
sufficiently  energetic,  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  one 
in  amending  it.  But,  in  its  present  shape,  is  it 
inoperative?  Is  there  nothing  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  these  people,  tbat,  thongh  justice  is,  for 
the  time^  anspended,  it  will  aasiuredly  overtake 
themt  .  On  what  other  ground  is  the  wicked- 
ness of  individnale  or  nations  prevented!  The 
law  exercises  its  silent  influence  to  the  utmost 
«ztTemity  of  the  nation.  Kot  that  the  sword 
and  Hie  execntlonn  are  always  present^  bat  the 
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ocmviction  that  they  will  finally  smite  the  of- 
fender. Bo,  also,  will  these  people  calculat«; 
so,  also,  all  nations  most  calculate.  Believe 
me,  then,  the  very  existenoe  of  this  power, 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Execntive,  will  have 
great  infineooe,  and  may  possibly  supersede 
the  neoeeril?  of  Its  exercise.  I  hsve  thva, 
without,  as  yon  know,  a  moment's  preparation,  - 
endeavored  to  answer  the  objections  of  my  C(d- 
league  against  the  tMrd  section  of  the  bill ;  mtd, 
as  at  present  advised,  I  shall  not  trouble  yon 
■^^  on  this  snEfjeot.  The  ftuther  discnssioa 
will  be  left  to  others,  Believing,  sir,  th^  an 
awful  responsibility  hangs  ovw  ns;  that  tba 
lives  of  many  at  onr  fellow-dtizens  sre  involved 
In  die  resnlt  of  onr  de(drion,  I  call  for  a  record 
of  my  vote.  In  the  day  of  nrgencj  let  everjr 
DUD  stand  on  Ms  own  gronnd ;  if  the  measore 
be  adopted,  and  ill  oonseqaenoes  ensue,  I  am 
willing  to  meet  the  responsibility.  If  r^eoted, 
and  thereby  the  blood  of  onr  pec^Ie  be  qtiUed, 
1st  that  blood  be  not  lud  at  my  door. 

Wliea  the  debate  bad  prt^ressed  thus  tar, 
on  motion,  the  ftuther  eonridwatJon  of  the  bill 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

TmsDA.T,  January  26. 
Drawbaeh  en  MafUffaetured  Hemp. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  tmfinished  businesg 
of  yesterday — the  bill  for  allowing  a  drawback 
on  the  exportation  of  cordage  manufaotnred 
from  imported  hemp, 

Messrs.  D'Wolf,  and  Llotd  of  Mass.,  spoke 
in  fiftvor  of  the  bill,  which  was  t^pased  by 
Messrs.  Sdwaspb,  and  Jomraon  of  Ken. 

The  question  being  taken  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reacung,  it  was  decided  in  tlie 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yiu.— Messrs.  Bell,    CUyton,   D'Wol^   Eatwi, 


roCt,  Kunrles,  8«ymour,  Smith,  Tbomss,  Tan  Bo- 
ren,  VaoDjke— 18. 

Nats. — Hessn.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Bon- 
ligQj  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  iHUott,  Find- 
lay,  G^lkrd,  Ha;ne,  Holmei  of  Hune,  Holmes  of 
MisBissippi,  jackeon,  Johnson  of  EeDtuckj,  John- 
ston of  Lonlnaiia,  Kelly,  Lowrle,  McIiTiine,  McLean, 
Uaoon,  Tslbot,  Taylor,  Tuewell,  Williams— SS. 

So  the  blU  was  r^eoted. 

InUnal  Tn>A»  wttA  Mtako. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  conndera- 
tion  of  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Bbhton,  from 
the  Oommittee  on  Indian  ASkirs,  on  the  11th 
Inst.,  to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  a  road 
to  be  marked  out  from  the  ftxmtier  of  Missonri 


read  through — 

Mr.  Benton  rose  and  said,  that  the  petitions 
presented  by  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  and 
the  communication  derived  from  Mr.  Stobrs, 
had  proved  the.  existence  of  an  inland  trade 
between  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and 
the  internal  provinces  tS  Mexico.    They  had 
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dtown  aJau,  he  sud,  the  doogers  to  which  the 
bade  iras  sabject,  from  ladiau  depredation  on 
tbe  wftf,  and  ubitrtuy  exactions  after  it  arrived. 
The  Indiana,  prone  to  robbery  and  murder, 
■tucked  and  pillaged  the  caravans ;  the  Pro 
Tinoial  aathoritiea,  separated  hj  an  immense 
distxiitM  from  the  pareat  Q«veriuoent,  impoeed 
■rbitrajy  daliea  on  the  meiobaadlBe  imported. 
To  relieve  the  trade  from  thoae  daneua  and 
impoaitiona,  the  dtizena  of  Minonri  had  ad- 
dresMd  thenuelvea  to  tlie  Oongress  of  the 
TIniled  Statee,  and  daimed  the  interpodtion 
of  its  poirerfid  protection.  Thej  have  aeked, 
wd  Ur.  B.,  anuMig  other  things,  for  the  ri^t 
of  an  nnmueated  paaaage,  protected  by  treaty 
atipnlationB,  throng  the  territories  of  the 
intervening  tribe^  and  for  Hie  appointment 
d  agents,  with  snitabte  powers,  to  reride  at 
Santa  Fe  and  Ohihnalma.  In  deciding  npon 
theae  reqneata,  the  committee  to  whom  tbe 
anlgeot  was  referred,  and  whom  organ  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  have  held  it  to  be  their  daty 
to  inqnire  striotly  inU  the  valne  of  the  bade 
for  which  protection  is  son^t,  the  probability 
of  its  oontwuanoe,  and  its  ^bot  npon  the  sodal 
and  political,  as  well  as  npon  the  commercial 
relatioDB  of  the  two  oonntriea.  They  have 
inquired,  accordingly,  and,  finding  the  reenlts 
to  oe  fbTorahle  to  the  object  of  the  petitJonera. 
tbey  have  ioatnicted  me  to  repwt  the  bill 
vmeh  has  been  read  at  your  table. 

The  queetiDn  lieing  now  pnt,  "Shall  this 
lin  paast "  I  feel  myself' s^  Mr.  B^  called 
D  by  the  novelty  i^  its  proposition^  by  my 
tion  as  chairman  of  the  committee  whiob 
reported  it,  and,  above  all,  by  the  relation 
in  which  I  stand  with  respect  to  those  who  ore 
chiefly  interested  in  its  passage,  to  state  the 
leaaona  which  indaoe  me  to  ^ve  an  afflrmative 
anawer  to  that  qneetion. 

first  then,  sir,  s^d  Ur.  B.,  it  does  aeem 
to  ipe  Uiat  the  trade  between  Uiasoori  vtd 
Uexico  ia  Bofficlently  valuable  to  merit  the 
&vor  of  the  nations  protection.  It  opens  a 
new  and  extensive  market  for  the  oottos  goods 
grown  and  mano&otnred  in  our  own  country ;  a 
marlEet  not  tarcnmscribed  by  the  walla  of 
a  town,  or  the  shores  of  an  idand,  bat  spreading 
over  an  area  of  a  millioa  of  sqoare  miles.  The 
•even  internal  provincee  are  eqnal  in  extent 
to  Beven  of  the  principal  kingdoms  of  Europe 
pnt  tc^tber.  They  are  large  enough  to  give 
rise  and.  ondet  to  a  river  washing  more  territory 
than  tiie  Danube — the  Bio  del  Norte,  which 
traveraes  dzteen  parallels  of  latitude,  andfinds 
in  Uiree  provinces  only,  in  those  called  Eastern, 
an  ample  space  in  which  to  nnfold  ita  euormous 
kngtb-  The  resoorces  of  this  extensive  region 
are  rich  and  varions.  The  moaatainous  distriota 
aboond  with  fiirred  aniniala;  the  pl^ns  witii 
males,  horses,  and  cattie ;  and  the  central  parta 
with  gold  and  silver  mines.  The  population,  ez- 
dnrive  of  Uiat  description  of  Indians  which  the 
Spaniards  call  "Indie*  Sraeo*,"  amonuts  to 
■00,000  souls,  and  inoraases  with  the  rapidity 
mly  known  to  new  oonntriee,  where  maimers  are 
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dmple,  the  means  of  subsistence  abnndant,  and 
land  a  free  gift  to  all  that  will  take  it.  The  trade 
of  a  people  inhabiting  a  country  bo  vast,  possess- 
ing reiwnroes  so  rich,  and  increasing  in  num- 
bers as  rapidly  as  ourselves,  must  donbtleas  be 
yalnable.    It  has  already  yielded,  for  the  pres- 


thongh  considerable  in  itaelf,  is  only  a  beginning 
and  ea  earnest  of  what  may  be  expected  when 
the  trade  is  protected  and  carried  to  the  extent 
of  which  it  la  capable. 

The  trade  promisea  to  be  permanent.  The 
internal  provinoee  are  oatnally  dependent  npon 
tjbe  valley  of  the  Uissisrippi  for  their  supphes  of 
foreign  goods.  They  bind  upon  each  other  for 
nuu«  than  a  thonsand  miles.  The  Red  River, 
the  Arkansas,  and  the  Kansas,  furnish  different 
linee  of  water  oommnnication ;  and  the  laud 
route  Is  free  from  obstructions  to  the  march  of 
wagons  and  caniagee,  and  abounding  with  the 
means  of  subsistence  for  men  and  borsea  TtJs 
interior  region,  so  open  to  access  from  the 
valley  of  the  Misdssippi,  is  almost  nnapproai^* 
al>le  from  every  other  side.  It  is  separated 
from  Mexico  propel^  by  distance,  by  desert^ 
and  by  monntaina.  It  is  cnt  off  from  tbe 
Atlantio  and  Pacific  Oceana  by  the  same 
barriers.  Its  interior  podtion  lias  acquired 
for  it  the  emphatic  title  of  "Pron'Ttcuu  In- 


gravate  the  evil  of  such  a  position,  m  ui« 
want  of  navigable  rivers.  The  Rio  del  Norte^ 
though  magnified  by  the  Spaniards  by  the 
impodng  titles  of  "Brow"  and  "  Onmde.^ 
is  yet  only  brave  in  a  war  npon  sand,  and  only 
great  in  the  distance  which  it  runs.  Of  the 
two  thonsand  miles  which  it  displays  in  length, 
no  mcnv  than  four  or  five  hundred,  and  tlieee 
towards  its  head,  are  fit  for  navigation ;  all  the 
rest  is  cht^ed  up  with  sand.  Akin  to  tbia  evil 
Is  another — the  want  oMconvenient  se^MHts. 
The  internal  provinces  may  be  said  to  be 
withont  seaports.  Guaymaa,  in  the  Golf  of 
Oalifomia,  is  small  in  itself,  not  readily  ap- 
proached, and  separated  from  the  valley  of 
the  Rio  del  Norte,  by  some  hundred  leagnea 
of  distance,  and  the  lofty  ridge  of  Sierra  Madra, 
San  Bernardo  and  Galveston,  on  the  coast 
of  Texas,  are  nothing  bat  anchorages,  and 
separated  "by  great  distances  from  the  rich  and 
popnloDS  provinces.  Vera  Oruz,  Tampic^ 
Alvarada  end  Ao^inlao,  are  abont  as  far  off 
as  our  PittHborg  is  from  the  town  of  Santa 
Fe,  They  are  as  far  off  in  measured  miles, 
and  atiout  ten  or  twenty  times  further  in  the 
difterence  of  transportation.  From  the  Uezioan 
ports,  the  whole  ronte  to  Santa  Fe  is  over  land, 
and  the  backs  of  molee  the  only  means  of  oou- 
veyauoe.  From  I^ttsbn^,  the  entire  distance^ 
with  the  exception  uf  a  mere  fraction,  is  a 
water  line  of  river  navigation.  Lookattbem^ta. 
See  the  Ohio  runnins  s  thonsand  miles  direct 
from  Pittsburg  towards  Santa  fe ;  then  see  tlw 
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Kansas,  the  ArkansoB,  and  Red  River,  rauning 
direct];  from  it,  and  meetiii^  tlid  Ohio  in  the 
oentral  chaDoel  of  the  Miaeissippi.  Thns  not 
onl^  St.  Loais  and  the  towns  on  the  Miaonri 
River,  bat  those  on  the  OMo,  and  even  those 
on  the  seaboard  of  the  AQantio  Btatea,  are 
nearer  to  Santa  Fe  than  either  Vera  Ortu, 
Acapnleo,  or  anj  other  Uexican  port.  Bnt 
the  decision  of  the  qnestdon  dow  oot  depend 
opon  a  view  of  the  maps.  It  ia  already  solved, 
lie  merchandiae  which  is  now  oarried  from 
IGesonri  tA  the  Iifternal  provinoee,  is  the  same 
whidi  had  been  previonaly  brought  down  the 
Ohio  from  tiie  Atlantic  ports  and  factories. 
The  cotton  goods  thus  carried  out,  bear  the 
Stamps  of  Arkwright  acd  Waltbam,  and  are 
the  tame  which,  after  paring  the  cotton-grower 
for  the  raw  material,  and  leaving  a  proBt  in  the 
lienda  of  the  mannfaotnrer,  the  first,  second, 
and  third  ftellera,  and  giving  employment  to 
nnmerons  carriers,  are  Btill  sold  at  another 
profit  in  the  IntemtJ  provinces,  and  yet  sold 
BO  low  as  to  drive  oat  of  market  every  com- 
petitor (torn  the  Mexican  porta.  Thia  fact,  so 
fanportant  to  the  legislator,  is  voncbed  by 
Mr.  Stobbs,  who  informs  ne  that  the  arbitrary 
duty  imposed  by  iproviooial  aathority,  upon 
American  importations,  was  imposed  at  tiie 
Instance  of  the  traders  from  the  Mexican  porta, 
to  enable  them  to  contend  with  t^oee  who 
derive  their  sopplies  from  the  seaboard  of  our 
north  Atlantic  States.  Allied  by  nator^  the 
Internal  provinces  .  are  now  allied  iu  &ot, 
with  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  For  ages 
they  had  been  separated  by  the  power  of 
man.  The  jealoasy  of  demwtism  had  raised 
between  them  a  barrier  oi  interdicts,  more 
impassable  than  walls  of  stone  or  braae.  Bnt 
liberty  has  raised  her  head,  and  the  barrier 
is  overtlirowii.  Onr  adventaroas  oituens  enter, 
■nd  unless  checked  by  the  government,  they  will 
make  the  Inland  trade  to  Mexico  as  permanent 
as  are  the  localities,  and  the  libertiee  of  their 
oonntries.  * 

To  the  people  of  the  West,  I  know  this 
trade  to  be  an  object  of  the  greatest  valae. 
Their  own  interior  position  oats  them  off  from 
foreign  commerce.  The  Mexicans  are  thdr 
neighbors,  tad  the  only  foreign  power  wiUi 
whom  they  can  trade.  It  is  one  of  the  few 
eonrcea  frvm  which  they  can  derive  the  pre- 
cious metals.  The  coin  already  brought  in, 
oonstitates  the  circolating  medium  of  the 
oonnt^  in  the  western  parts  of  Wsaoorl.  It 
is  paid  Into  the  offices  for  pabtio  lands,  and 
tbra  comes  into  the  coffers  of  the  Government, 
whose  protection  it  now  solidta. 

But  it  is  not  tlic  West  alone  which  is  bene- 
fited by  this  trade.  The  Korth  and  the  Bonth 
participate  in  her  profits.  The  Sonth  grows 
the  cotton,  the  North  works  it  op,  and  the 
West  exports  it ;  thns  displaying  one  of  the 
most  beaatifnl  operations  of  agriciiltare,  masa- 
botnree,  and  commerce,  mntaally  dependent 
upon,  and  mntoally  aiding  each  other. 

That  the  trade  will  be  beneficial  to  the 
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inhabitants  of  the  Internal  provinces,  ia  a 
proposition  too  plain  to  be  argued.  They  are 
a  people  amone  whom  all  the  arte  are  loat — 
the  ample  oatalogne  of  whose  wants  may  be 
inferred  from  the  lamentable  detuis  of  Mr. 
Stobbs.  No  bookal  no  newspapers  1  iron  a 
dollar  a  poondl  oultJTating  the  earth  with 
wooden  tools  1  and  spinning  npon  a  stick  I 
Sach  ia  the  piotore  of  a  people  whose  fathera 
wore  the  proud  title  of  "  Cmqvenn:"  whoae 
anoestora,  ia  the  time  of  Oharles  the  FifUi, 
were  the  pride,  the  terror,  and  the  model  of 
Enrope;  and  anoh  has  been  Uie  power  of 
tnvil  and  reli^ons  despotism  in  aooomplisbiDg 
the  degradation  of  the  hnman  apedee  I  To  a 
people  thoB  abase^  and  so  lately  arrived  at 
the  possession  of  their  libertiee,  a  supply  ttf 
merchandise,  npon  the  oheapeet  tenna,  is  the 
least  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  com- 
merce with  the  people  of  the  Umted  States. 
The  consolidation  of  their  repnblican  institn- 
tions,  the  improvement  of  their  moral  and 
social  condition,  the  restoration  of  their  lost 
arts,  and  the  development  of  their  national 
reeonrees,  are  among  the  grand  reanlts  which 
philanthropy  anticipates  from  such  a  commerce. 

Thus,  Mr.  Pre^dent,  I  think  it  is  furly 
demonstrated  that  the  trade .  in  question  u 
worthy  of  the  nationalproteotion.  The  next 
inqniry  ia — WiU  iht  Gmemment  proteet  itt 
I  answer  that  the  claim  for  prot«otion  resta 
on  the  same  principle  which  carries  protection 
to  the  commerce  d'  tlie  Cmon  upon  every  ae^ 
in  the  most  remote  countries,  and  npon  distant 
ialee.  Oar  maritime  commerce  reqniree  ahip^ 
treaties,  ambaaaadora,  oonsnla,  and  saocewve 
wars,  to  protect  it.  The  inland  trade  to  Mex- 
ioo,  reqaires  a  right  of  way,  to  be  pnrchaaed 
frvm  the  Indiana,  and  two  or  three  commercial 
agents  to  be  stationed  in  the  Internal!  prov- 
inoee. At  this  very  moment  we  are  enaeting, 
with  the  greatest  unanimity,  measures  of  a  war 
character  against  the  pirates  of  Cuba ;  and  for 
what  I  To  protect  the  lives  and  merehsndiN 
of  oar  citizens.  In  passing  through  the  Onlf  of 
Mexico.  And  will  yon  not  protect  the  same 
citizens  in  goiog  to  Mexico  by  land  as  well 
as  by  water!  Will  yon  not  proteet  them 
uainst  Indians  'as  well  as-  against  pirates  t 
will  yon  lavish  joor  sympathy  npon  a  dtiiea 
hnug  by  a  pirate,  and  deny  yonr  oompaaaon  te 
a  dtizan  shot  and  bntoh«d«d  by  an  Indian! 
The  story  of  piratical  mnrders  has  been  told  ta 
yon  in  laogoage  which  harrows  np  the  soul: 
now  listen  to  a  plun  statement  of  robberies  and 
murders  committed  ap<»i  onr  citizens  on  tiielr 
way  to  Mezioo. 

"  Mr.  Obotean  was  attacked  npon  an  island 
in  the  AAaaaas  River,  by  300  Pawneea.  They 
were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  thirty  killed  and 
wounded,  and  declared  it  to  be  the  most  bloo^ 
^yr  in  which  tiiey  had  ever  been  enga,ged. 
This  was  their  first  aoqa^tance  with  American 
arms.  In  18S2,  Mr.  Maxwell  was  killed,  and 
another  American  wonnded,  by  the  Caman- 
ohas,  near    the    momrtaiiu.      Id    1888,  Iba 
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Pxwaeea  killed  &  Sptuiiard  on  the  Arkansaa, 
in  the  srarioe  of  William  AudersoD,  and  foroibl? 
took  from  him  thirteen  tnulee.  The  company 
which  went  oat  last  rammer  had  apwards 
of  tix^  horses  and  mnlei  etolen,  aboat  fifteen 
miles  eonth  of  the  Arkansas,  by  the  Camsiii- 
cbes,  who  lost  one  man  in  the  afi^.  The 
Mine  company,  thirty-two  in  nomber,  en- 
anmtered,  on  their  retom,  a  war  party  of 
eighty  Pawnees.  The  war-whoop  was  raised, 
and  both  parties  drew  up  for  action ;  bnt  Qie 
enemy  agreed  to  a  aomprotoise  when  they 
fonnd  that  they  oonid  not  rob  without  losing 
the  lives  of  their  waniora.  In  the  winter  of 
lfiaS-'28,  Mr.  John  UoKight,  of  St  Lonia,  was 
killed  by  the  Oamanohea,  at  some  ^stanoe  eonth 
ot  the  Arkansaa." 

The  use  of  an  nmnolestad  passage  between 
Ifeslbo  and  the  United  States,  is  sa  neoesssry 
in  A  political,  as  in  a  oommercial  point  of  view. 
They  are  neighboring  powra^  Inhabitants  of 
the  same  contment,  their  territories  oontignons, 
and  their  settlements  approiimaldng  to  each 
other.  They  are  the  two  chief  powers  of  the 
New  World,  and  stand  at  the  head  <d  that  eor- 
io»  tX  Bepnblioa,  which,  stretching  from  pote 
to  pole,  acroae  the  two  America^  are  destuied 
to  make  the  last  stand  in  defence  of  hnman  lib- 
erty. They  have  the  le^timates  of  Europe  in 
front,  and  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Bns^as  in 
the  rear.  They  ore  Repablican,  and  Bepnblics 
have  become  "the  abhorred  thing,"  the  ejjst- 
wce  of  which  is  not  to  be  toleratMl  in  the  land. 
TTie  time  was,  Mr.  President  when  the  king- 
dom and  the  republic  conld  eiist  twether; 
when  the  Swiss,  the  Dutch,  and  Ihe  Venetian 
rqrablics  were  the  friends  and  allies  of  kinxs 
Bid  empeii>rs.  Bnt  that  day  has  sone  by.  l^e 
time  has  come,  when  the  monarcli  and  the  re- 
publican can  no  longer  breathe  the  same  atmos- 
phere. A  Bpeck  of  Tepnblicanism  above  the 
pcdjtical  horizon  now  uirows  all  Europe  into 
eommotioii.  Telegraphs  play,  oonriers  fly,  ar- 
mies move,  the  Omsacks  of  the  Don  and  of  the 
Ckraine  owioh  their  lanoee,  kiaas  and  «nperors 
mdt  into  their  saddles;  a  million  of  bayonets 
tnm  flieirremoraeless  points  against  the  porten- 
tous signt  We  Amerioans  (Tnse  the  wtn^  In 
the  broadest  sense)  we  Americans  see  and  hear 
■n  this,  yet  we  rem^  strangers  to  each  other, 
Ibna  no  aaaoeiadona,  and  onr  commnnioations 
s«  as  tardy  and  as  mfficult  as  tiiey  are  between 
the  inhabitanta  of  AAica  and  Asia.  Even  with 
Kadoo,  onr  nearest  n^hbor,  we  have  no  oom- 
nnmicatioii,  except  by  a  sea  voyage,  throagh  a 
boiaterovB  gnl^  infested  with  pir^e&  The  biU 
befim  yon  is  [iit«nded  to  correct  a  part  of  this 
cril;  it  wHl  make  "str^^t  the  way"  between 
the  TJiiit«d  States  and  Mexico ;  it  will  open  an 
easy  cibamiel  of  oommnnication  between  them, 
not  fiar  merchandise  only,  bat  for  thoughts  and 
ideas ;  for  hooka  and  for  newspwers,  and  for 
ererj  description  of  travellers.  It  will  brins 
ttwether  the  two  natJona  whose  power  and 
whose  poritione^  make  them  responsible  to  the 
wotld  iix  the  preservation  (^  the  Bepnblican 
TouTin^-B 


barians,  Arabs  of  the  desert,  Inowable  of  tip- 
preoiating  our  polioy,  and  placing  a  nigher  value 
upon  the  gnn  of  a  murdered  hnnter,  than  upon 
the  preeervation  of  all  the  republice  in  the  world  I 

To  the  Indians  themselves  the  opening  <^  a 
road  through  their  country  is  an  olnect  of  vital 
importance.  It  is  connected  with  the  preserva- 
tion and  improvement  of  their  race.  For  two 
hundred  years  the  problem  of  Indian  dvilizaUon 
has  been  siio<«ssively  presented  to  each  genersr 
tioQ  of  the  Americans,  and  solved  by  each  in 
the  same  way.  Schools  have  been  set  np,  col- 
leges fonnded,  and  mudons  established;  a 
wonderful  success  baa  attended  the  conuuenoe- 
ment  of  every  Dndertaking;  and,  after  some 
time^  the  schools,  the  coU^;e^  the  misaiona, 
and  the  Indians,  have  all  dis^^i«at«d  together. 
In  Uie  Bonth  ^ne  haT«  we  seen  an  ezo<q)tion. 
There  the  nati<sis  have  preeerrod  thansdvea, 
and  have  made  a  cheering  progren  in  the  arts 
of  alvilization.  Their  advance  is  the  work  <^ 
twenty  years.  It  datea  Ita  commencement  from 
the  opening  of  roads  throuf^  their  ooontry. 
Boada  indnoed  separate  &iniUea  to  settle  at  the 
(avsnngs  of  rivers,  to  establish  themselves  at 
the  best  springs  and  tosots  inland,  and  to  b^in 
to  aell  gtaia  and  proririons  to  the  bavellus, 
whom  a  f^w  years  before  thw  would  kill  and 
plunder.  This  impartod  the  idea  of  ezdnnve 
propertr  in  the  sdl,  and  created  an  attachment 
for  a  itiA  reddence.  Oradn^^,  fields  were 
opened,  honses  buHt,  orcharda  [uanted,  flocks 
and  herds  aoquired,  and  slaves  bought.  The 
acqulsitdon  of  theee  cwnforts.  r^evinx  the  body 
from  the  torturina  wanta  of  cxAA  and  hnnger, 
placed  the  mind  in  a  oonditdon  to  puisue  ita 
improvement.  This,  Mr.  Preadent,  is  the  tme 
secret  of  the  happy  advance  whioh  the  South- 
ern tribea  have  made  in  acquiring  the  arts  of 
civilization ;  this  has  fltted  them  for  the  reoq^ 
Idon  of  schools  and  missions;  and,  doobtlera, 
the  same  oaose  will  produce  the  same  cfTeota 
amoiw  the  tribes  beyond,  which  it  has  pro- 
dooed  anuoig  the  tribes  on  this  mde  of  the 
Uisriasippt 

The  right  of  way  Is  indispensable,  and  the 
committee  have  began  with  directing  a  bill  to  be 
reported  for  that  purpose.  Happily,  there  are 
no  constitutional  objections  to  it.  State  rights 
are  in  no  danger  1  The  road  whioh  is  contem- 
plated will  trespass  upon  the  soil,  or  infHnge 
upon  the  jurisdiction  of  no  State  whatsoever. 
It  mna  a  course  and  a  distance  to  avoid  all 
that ;  for  it  begins  npon  the  ontfiide  line  of  the 
outride  State,  and  nms  directly  off  towards 
the  Betting  sun.  The  Oongresa  and  the  Indians 
are  alone  to  be  consulted  and  the  statut«-book 
is  frill  of  precedents.  Protesting  against  the 
necessity  of  prodncing  precedents  for  on  act  in 
itself  pregnant  with  propriety,  I  will  yet  name 
a  few,  in  order  to  illnstrate  the  pt^cy  of  the 
Qovenuoent,  and  show  its  reeiUness  to  make 
roads  throng  Indian  conntriee  to  fiioilitate  the 
interoooTse  of  its  d" 
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1.  A  roftd  from  KatliTUle  to  Natch«^  throngh 
Qie  Chiokawr  and  OhocUw  nstiona,  07  an  act 
of  OongraH  of  ISOS-Hmiropriation,  $8,000. 

2.  A  rood  thTOngL  the  Ore«ik  nalioii  from 
Atbeoa,  in  Q«oKia,  to  the  Slit  degree  of  north 
latitode,  In  the  ah«otion  to  Nev  Orleans— act 
of  IBOft— wpropriation,  $6,400. 

8.  A  road  from  the  ICsateetppI  to  the  Ohio, 
tttn»^  the  norOi-ireet  territorj— oot  of  1806 
— appropria&m,  $6,000. 

4.  Three  roadaUiron^  the  Cherokee  nation, 
to  open  an  interoonrae  between  Gew^a,  Ten- 
nceaee,  and  the  lower  JGaaurippi,  b^  trMt;  of 
180ff. 

6.  A  road  frvm  Shawneetown  to  y»aV*»lHtt 
— wt  of  1816— mirapriation,  |S,000. 

6.  Bepairin^  the  rood  frimi  NaahvUle  to 
Katohex,  withm  the  Indian  nationa — act  of 
1816-47,920  Hnropriated. 

7,  8,  and  B.  Br  acta  of  16S4,  that  ia  to  saj, 
■ttnelaataeasionoftbe  present  Oongreaa,  and 
b^  the  ume  membera  to  whom  I  now  speak, 
and  ritting  in  tlie  lame  oliairs  in  which  thej 
now  rit,  ttnee  roada  were  authorized  to  be 
made.  One  from  the  Ohiokaaaw  Blafi^  on  the 
IGfldaaippi,  to  litUe  Kook,  in  the  territorr  of 
Arkaiuae— $10,000  appropriated.  One  from 
Penaaoola  to  St  Angnatine— (wpropriation,  |20  - 
000.  One  frtmi  ^e  State  of  Oluo  to  Detnnt 
— npropriatlon,  (20^000. 

Ineae  inatanoei  are  enough,  in  all  oonadenoe, 
to  diow  the  readiness  of  the  Government  to 
mw  roada  tbroogh  Indian  territories.  But,  in 
following  out  the  road  fhim  lOsaonri  to  Ueiico, 
«  perrerae  oironmatauoe  intervmea;  we  are 
met  in  the  waj  hj  the  iMnndan  line  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  road  npon  foreign  terri- 
tot?  ia  a  novel  antfjeot  of  le^ilation  in  the 
American  Oongreas.  Itr.  Praddent^  I  had 
alwaja  been  opposed  to  Uiis  bonndarr  of  1B19. 
I  WW  o^tosed  to  it  as  a  line  wconvenient  in 
itself^  not  ad^ted  to  the  localitjes  of  the  eonn- 
trf,  nnoovering  the  flank  of  Looiriana,  dis- 
membering the  valley  of  the  Uis^H^pp^  cnt- 
ting  off  a  province  to  which  ow  title  was  ad- 
mitted, phicing  a  ferei^  people  upon  the  heads 
of  oar  rivers,  and  giving  them  a  ri^t  (onder 
Ibe  law  of  nations)  to  navigate  those  rivers 
ttirongh  the  heart  of  Looisiana.  For  these 
reasons,  and  two  more,  which  I  have  not  enu- 
merated, I  had  alwBTB  been  opposed  to  the 
boondfliy  line  of  1819 ;  and  I  liked  it  still  leea. 
when  I  found  it  a  stombling-block  in  mj  road 
to  Kexico,  and  a  proteotins  barrier  to  the 
omel  OanumobeB,  who  kill  and  rob  oar  citizens. 
It  is  tme,  I  could  see  no  reason  for  not  eontinn- 
ing  the  rood  with  the  consent  of  the  JUexican 
Government,  Ihrongfa  the  nnooonpied  territory 
of  that  povrer ;  bnt  the  noveltj'  of  the  thing 
was  appaUing ;  and  gentlemen  might  call  for  a 
preoeaent,  aitbong^  they  ahonld  find  it  iropoa- 
sble  to  start  an  argmneat  against  it  Well, 
rir,  I  have  a  precedent;  one  which  is  strictly 
analtqpns,  diraotly  in  p^nt,  np  to  the  exigent^ 
of  the  oooaaon ;  one  which  needs  not  the  bed 
of  Proomstes  to  fit  it  to  the  ease  for  vldch  it 


is  wanted.  I  speak  of  a  road  from  Georgia  to 
New  Orleans,  in  the  year  1807,  onder  the  ad- 
miniBtration  of  President  Jefferson, 

In  the  year  180S,  the  President  had  been 
anthorized  to  open  a  road  from  the  frontier  of 
Georgia  to  the  Slst  d^ree  of  north  latitade,  in 
the  mrection  of  New  Orleans.  In  the  year 
1807,  he  was  antliorized  to  continue  the  same 
road  from  the  Slst  degree  to  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  under  snch  regnlationa  as  might  Im 
agreed  npon  with  the  Govenmient  of  %iain. 
The  first  part  of  this  road  lay  throngh  the  teiri- 
tories  of  the  Greek  Indians ;  the  second,  throogh 
the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  It  ia  ue 
prototype  of  the  road  from  Mia«>nri  to  Uexioo. 
The  two  sections  of  the  bill  which  we  have 
before  na,  are  nothing  bnt  transoripta,  with  a 
changeofnames,from  thetwoactsof  180&-'O7.  ' 
Here  are  the  acta : 

An  or  ieO«. 

"jSk.  7.  That  the  Freaidcnt  of  the  United  SUtM 
be,  and  he  hereby  h,  authorized  to  oaoae  a  road  to 
be  opened  IVom  (he  frontiei  of  Georria,  on  the 
route  from  Athens  to  New  Ortean^tifi  tiie  aame 
intersects  the  thirty.fiist  degree  of  North  latitade : 
Pramdei,  he  diaU  not  expend  more  than  $6,400 
in  opening  the  same." 

An  or  ISOT. 

"Ae.  a.  That  the  Frsildcnt  ofthe  United  States 
Is  hereby  aothoriied  to  oanie  a  road  to  be  opened 
from  the  tbirtj-fint  degree  of  North  latitude  to 
New  Orieaus,  on  the  roate  from  Athens  to  New 
Oiieans,  nnder  snch  regolKtlons  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  for  tliat  purpose,  between  the  Eiecalire  td 
the  Fnited  States  and  the  Spanish  Govemmmt; 
and  he  is  herdy  authorised  to  expend,  in  openli^ 
dte  sam^  any  [wrt  of  the  money  heretofbre  appro- 
priated lor  openiag  a  load  on  Uie  sdd  ronte  from 
the  frontier  of  Oemsia  W  the  tUrty-flrst  degree  ot 
North  Islitude,  wliin  remains  mteipeBded." 

For  a  knowledge  of  this  precedent,  I  am  In- 
debted to  a  oonversation  with  Ur.  Jefferson 
himself,  la  a  late  escnreion  to  Viiginia,  I 
availed  myaelf  of  a  brcAen  day  to  call  and  jMy 
my  respects  to  that  patriarchal  statesman.  The 
individnal  must  manage  badly,  Ifr.  Prenduit, 
who  can  find  himself  in  t^e  presence  ctf  that 
great  man,  and  retire  from  it  witiiont  brii^ng 
off  some  great  fkct,  or  some  maxim,  of  eminent 
ntility  to  th«  hmnan  raoe.  I  bnst  that  I  did 
not  so  manage.  I  bnist  that,  in  bringing  off  a 
fact  which  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  preeo- 
dent,  which  is  to  remove  Hie  only  seriona  ob- 
Jeotion  to  the  iwad  in  qnestion,  I  have  done  a 
service,  If  not  to  the  hmnsn  fkmily,  at  least  to 
the  citizens  of  the  two  greatest  Republics  in 
the  world.  It  was  oa  the  evening  of  Christmas 
day  that  I  called  upon  Hr.  Jefferson.    The  con- 


versation, among  other  things,  tnmed  npon 
roads.  He  spoke  of  one  from  Geor^  to  New 
Orieans,  made  during  the  last  term  of  his  o 


^_,  .  Onmy 

retam  to  Washington,  I  searched  the  atatota 
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book,  and  I  foimd  Om  aota  which  aathorized 
the  KMd  to  be  made;  thej  are  the  same 
vhieh  I  have  Jnet  read  to  the  Senate.  I 
learcbed  the  Coogren  Iibrei7,  and  I  foond  the 
TalDme  of  maps  whiob  he  hod  described ;  and 
im  it  ia,  ^reeenting  a  huge  folio,)  and  there 
ta  the  map  at  the  km  from  Georgia  to  Kew 
Orleans,  more  thim  two  hnndred  mUes  of 
vhich,  marked  in  bine  ink,  is  traced  tliroQgh 
the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain  I 

Vitb  this  trimnphont  preoedent,  I  leave  the 
&te  of  the  bill  to  Uie  wisdom  and  to  the'jostice 
of  the  Senate. 

Vr.  Ceaudlks  pDt  one  or  two  qneetions  on 
file  mtfjec^  which  were  answered  bj  Mr.  Bbn- 
rm,  MB  \o  distances,  du.,  after  which 

Tho  biQ  vu,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ouasdlsx, 


r,  Jannorf  96. 
httrmat  T^rada  ittiMen  XiMiovH  and  Iftn 
Mesieo. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  oonriderationof 
Oe  UB  to  inthoiize  the  President  of  the  United 
Btotea  to  canse  to  be  marked  ont  a  road  from 
the  line  of  the  State  of  UiaBooii,  to  the  confines 
cfNewlfarioo. 

On  motion  <tf  lEr.  Llots^  of  Uassachnsetts,  to 
MrOra  oQt  the  aeoraid  seolicm  of  the  bill,  (which 
ptorldcs  for  mTHny  oat  that  port  of  the  road 
u  tbe  Merican  territory.) 

Ur.  Okaxdleb  uid,  that  he  bad  not  jet  been 
■atisSed  that  Oongresa  hsd  a  right  to  take  the 
muiej  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  the 
TJaitM  States,  to  loj  ont  or  eipwd  u  what  ia 
Ismed  internal  intprovements,  that  is,  to  moke 
HMrda  and  canals  within  the  liiaitB  of  wiy  State 
[d  tbe  Union.  Gentlemen  maj  t«ll  me  that  this 
[n^KMilion  does  not  oome  witfain  the  ol^eotion, 
M  it  is  without  the  limita  of  anj  State ;  tnie, 
from  five  to  seven  hundred  miles  of  the  oon- 
twfplat^  road  are  within  the  limits  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  probably  at  least  three  hnn- 
dx«d  miles  of  it,  not  only  without  the  limits  of 
aaj  State,  bot  ont  (st  the  limits  of  the  United 
Stoteo,  and  within  the  territory  of  another 
power,  to  wit,  that  of  Ifeiioo.  ^  I  before  ob- 
served, I  have  never  been  able  to  find,  in  the 
Conatitntioa  of  the  United  States,  authority 
giren  to  Gaa^«m  to  lay  ont  and  make  roads 
vitluB  the  liimts  of  any  State  in  the  Union,  and 
thaw  would,  at  least,  be  as  much  diffioolty  in 
finding  aothori^  for  taking  tbe  money  of  the 
peo^e,  and  therewith  to  mark  oat  or  sarrey 
roads  within  the  dominions  of  another  aovereiga 
powo-.  By  tlte  bill,  sir,  I  perceive  that  we  are 
to  provide  by  treaty  with  the  Indians,  for  the 
ti^  of  MMing  nnmcdetted  throngh  the  terri- 
tory which  they  inhabit,  and  if  those  Indians 
dionld  afterwanls  prove  rettactory,  or  take  it 
into  thfdr  heads  to  refbse  ns  a  passage  throngh 
the  eoontry  which  they  inhabit^why  then,  I 
■■ppoae,  we  most  snbmit  to  their  esprioe,  or 
■Mke  war  upon  them,  within  the  territory  of 
M-T™'     Tor,  I  preoiime,  the  line  of  this  rood 


will  not  be  the  line  which  divides  that  part  of 
the  country  which  is  inhabited  by  Indians, 
from  that  which  is  not ;  nor  is  it  probable  that 
the  line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
will  divide  the  conutry  which  iq  occupied  by  the 
Indians  from  that  which  Is  not.  Viewing  the 
whole  sabject  as  1  do,  dr.  I  mnst  be  better  satis- 
fied of  the  propriety  of  the  measure  than  I  now 

□,  or  I  cannot  voto  for  tbe  bUl. 

Mr.  Bbstow  observed,  he  oonld  answer  the 
gentleman's  objection  with  great  ease.  They 
were  only  going  to  treat  with  the  Indians 
within  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  and 
afterwards  mark  ont  the  road  through  the  Mezi- 
oan  t«rritoriu,  with  their  consent 

Ur.  Llotd,  of  Uoes&chnsetta,  asked,  whether 
it  woold  not  be  acceptable  to  the  honorable 
mover  of  this  biU,  to  limit  the  intended  road  to 
the  bonndary  of  the  United  States  t  There  was 
a  very  great  difference  between  making  a  road 
in  onr  own  territory,  and  in  that  of  another 
power,  even  with  'Uirir  own  consent.  Ha 
thonght  there  was  a  strong  improprie^  In  mak- 
ing roads  for  other  peoplcL  However,  he  wiah- 
ea  no  argnment  on  tbe  snl^eot,  bnt  would  move 
'  <  strike  ont  the  second  sedion  of  the  biU. 

The  second  section  is  as  fbllows : 

"  JnJ  i<  t(>riA«r  modai^  That  the  Pretident  o( 
the  United  8t>tes  be,  and  he  hereby  Is,  authoilied 
to  cSDSe  the  m»rl<lng  of  the  said  road  to  be  con- 
^ued  from  the  bonndaty  line  of  the  United  States 
to  tbe  fitnitiu'  of  S«w  Mezioo,  under  snch  regula- 
tions IS  may  be  >f[reed  npon  for  that  purpose  be- 


Hr.  LowBis  said,  if  this  qipropriation  oonld 
be  asked  for  at  aU,  it  was  on  tlie  groond  of  pro- 
tecting the  commerce  of  the  Unit«d  States ;  and 
if  that  prinidple  were  admitted,  it  woold  reqniro 
some  ingennity  to  show  why  an  appropriation, 
which  was  to  be  expended  beyond  the  territory 
f£  the  United  State^  ahonld  not  be  made  to  the 
West,  when  so  mncb  was  doing,  and  had  been 
done,  for  the  East?  He  adverted  to  the  soma 
Bnnnnlly  expended  in  keeping  a  fi«et  in  tbe 
Hediterranean  for  the  protection  of  commerce ; 
and  mentioned,  as  a  oase  strongly  in  point,  the 
negotiation  opened  by  the  EzecnUve,  daring 
tbe  last  sDmmer,  with  fbreign  Oovemments  ro- 
Rwcting  the  erei^on  of  a  ligbt-honse  on  one  of 
llie  West  India  isleta. 

Mr.  Babtok  said,  this  UH  amounted  to  noth- 
ing more  than  a  dedaradon  by  Oongiees  of  a 
power  exercised  by  tiie  Preridott  of  the  United 
States  in  the  case  Jnst  mentioned.  The  duty 
and  the  power  of  Qie  Executive  will  remi^  pre- 
cisely the  some;  as  tbe  bill  merely  reqneste  the 
Freddent  to  oanse  a  thing  to  be  done,  nnder 
certain  regalations,  wMch  tie  had  the  power  to 
do  without  the  request.  He  conld  see  nothing 
in  this  section  incompatible  with  the  rights  or 
digni^  of  the  Qoverninent.  He  hoped,  there- 
ft)re,  toe  section  wonld  not  be  stricken  ont 

Mr,  HoLHBs,  of  Maine,  thonght  there  was  no 
constitational  objection  to  tbe  propoeed  measorc^ 
aa  the  Qovemment  might,  if  they  tbon^^t proper, 
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nuke  a  rood  in  tho  territory  of  a  foreign  power, 
01  well  aa  within  onr  own,  provided  they  ob- 
bdned  the  oonMnt  of  tbat  power.  The  Heiican 
GoTemmeat  were  eqnally  interested  with  the 
United  Statea  in  the  prosperity  of  this  trade,  and 


be  BoSdeiit  if  we  were  to  mark  oat  the  road  to 
Uie  boundary  line,  and  let  them  meet  ns  tliere. 
We  were,  in  his  opinion,  b,  little  preinataie  in 
offering  to  mark  ont  a  road  through  the  whole 
line,  in  their  territoiy  as  well  as  our  own,  and 
then  to  ask  for  permission  to  mark  it  ont  beyond 
the  bonndsry.  The  Ueiioan  Government  mnst 
be  aware  of  the  valne  of  the  trade,  and  if  they 
did  not  ohoose  to  meet  \ia,  it  would  be  a  £ur 
presnmption  that  they  did  notwant  to  trade  with 
m.    He  sboold,  tberefore,  Tat«  for  the  amend- 

Ur.  Yur  Buseh  thought  tliat  the  GoTemmeat 
was  called  npon  to  afford  the  same  protection  to 
Ibese  pe<^le,  who  w^e  engaged  in  a  foreign 
trade,  that  was  extended  to  those  (rf  the  other 
parte  oi  the  Union.  The  only  qnettiona  ware, 
whether  this  trade  existed,  and  whether  it  wae 
a  trade  acoording  to  the  laws  and  consljtntica. 
If  so,  they  have  a  right  to  osU  on  the  OoTem- 
ment  for  protection ;  provided  it  oonld  be  given 
withont  inMnf^g  on  any  rights.  The  means 
proposed  were,  to  mark  ont  a  road,  and  treat 
witn  the  Indians  for  a  aofe  passage.  The  motion 
to  amend  the  bill  was  founded,  he  thought,  on  a 
mistaken  view  of  the  sabjeot.  It  was  not  to 
foatt  a  road,  that  the  a[>propristion  was  asked 
for,  bnt  to  mark  out,  merely,  the  way  the  traders 
sboold  go.  This  was  to  be  done  by  negotiation 
with  the  Indians  on  this  side  of  the  lin^  and  by 
negotiation  with  the  Uenoan  Oovemmetit,  on 
the  other  side ;  and  the  wpropriation  of  $80,000 
was  for  this  pnrpoee.  He  cud  not  i^prehend, 
therefore,  that  any  valid  ol^ection  oomd  adat. 
They  were  not  going  into  s  foreign  country  to 
make  a  road,  bnt  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  and 
mark  the  way  they  shonld  travel. 

Mr.  Uaoon  did  not  think  this  a  matter  of  great 
knportanoe.  Host  of  the  estates,  said  he,  in  my 
part  of  the  oonntry,  were  oripnaJly  made  by 
trading  with  the  Indiaos,  and  tbat  trade  wi 
oarried  oa  by  traces ;  bnt  we  have  got  grands 
than  onr  anoeetorsj  and  can't  trade  with  the 
Indians  now  withont  roads  bang  made.  I  dont 
oare,  said  he,  fbr  preoedents :  if  thef  are  good,  I 
•m  willlnff  to  fbllow  th«m ;  if  not,  I  won't  regard 
them.  They  are,  generally,  good  or  bad,  aa  they 
hawen  to  snit  or  oppose  onr  vriahes.  The  case 
(^  the  road  made  by  Ur.  Jefferson,  was  among 
Indians  comparatively  civilized,  who  had  e 
notions  of  property ;  bnt  the  road  proposed 
to  be  marked  ont,  wonid  pass  throogh  tribes 
perfectly  wOd,  who,  as  soon  as  the;  see  a  white 
man,  think  of  nothing  bnt  to  fight  and  kill  him, 
if  tliey  are  able.  There  was  nothing  that  conld 
be  secured  by  negotiating  with  these  wUd  and 
■avage  peo^de.  Make  what  bargain  yon  please 
with  them,  they  vrill  continue  to  oommit  uepre- 
dali<ma  on  yoor  trader^  vrhenever  they  see  a 
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good  opportunity.  It  would,  therefore,  do  no 
good  to  treat  with  them.  As  to  the  Spaniard^ 
with  whom  this  trade  was  carried  on,  Mr.  H. 
said  they  may  have  a  great  deal  of  money,  but, 
generally,  money  and  knowledge  went  t'other ; 
and,  thongh  he  conld  not  aaj  any  thing  of  th^ 
character  nimsel^  the  de«oripti(»i  riveo  ot  them, 
yesterday,  by  the  gentleman  from  iGssouii,  was 
not  ve^  favorable.  Bnt,  Mr.  U.  said,  as  the 
friendship  of  these  Indians  oonld  not  be  bonght, 
he  thought  it  wonld  be  safer  ftir  tiie  tradeis  to 
brongh  thur  oonntry  by  different  rontei^ 
to  have  bnt  one,  which  woold  give  the  In- 
dians tJie  best  opportonitiee  for  ambuah,  and 
oommitting  dqtredation  and  murder, 

Mr.  JomrooiT,  i^  Eentncky,  said  tJiat  he  was 
alwavB  happy  to  have  his  worthy  fiiend  from 
S'orui  Osroliiis,  CUr.  Uaook,)  with  him  in  any 
measure  of  le^alation.  He  reoi^ected  tha^ 
during  the  aeadon,  Us  friend  had  supported  him 
in  a  very  important  proporation,  anu  he  shcrald 
not  forget  the  dehgfat  which  he  ezperienoed  in 
having  with  bjm  a  member  so  distingoidied  for 
longservioesandintegri^of  print^a.  Onfliis 
oocSdon,  behadentert^ned  some  hmee  that  the 
gantieman  from  North  OarcJina  would  agree  to 
appropriate  $10,000,  to  find  ont  the  b«t  and 
most  direct  trace  for  the  ent«rprinng  dtizKL  of 
the  West  to  pnrsne  his  trade  to  Santa  Fe,  and 
the  western  jMrts  of  Mezioo,  when  the  West  had 
never  heaitatad  to  Tote  for  any  measnre  which 
was  neoeesary  to  protect  Qie  lives  or  proper^  of  • 
onr  sea&ring  dtiiens.  Do  yon  call  fiw  fortifl- 
oatiraist  We  vote  the  money  to  make  them. 
Doyen  want  an  increaseof  theNavy,  tosecnr* 
onr  ocanmeroe  npon  the  hi^  seas,  and  to  secora 
onr  seaboard  in  case  of  wati  We  grant  the  som 
neoeeaary  to  aooompUA  flta  olyect^  Do  yon 
want  Mdltinud  ilof^  of  war,  and  additional 
meanstosnppresBiHraoyI  We  give  the  money. 
till  the  Executive  Government  says  "  wion^.'' 
You  have  aaked  for  $600,000  this  year,  to  anp- 
preea  pirao7  in  the  West  Indiee :  we  are  ready 
UgivBit.  We  ask  for  $10,000,  to  fkdlltata  our 
trade  with  Santa  Fe,  and  to  take  measures  ta 
secure  oar  enterpridcg  titiiens  in  their  lives  and 
their  property  while  paisaing  that  luoratiTe  and 
important  trade.  The  piratee  in  the  Wwt  Indian 
seas  are  stealing  the  proper^  of  onr  dtizeos^  and 
mnrdering  the  offioecs  and  orewa  of  jonr  mer- 
chant venels,  without  r^ard  to  age  or  aax ;  and 
annnally,  npon  onr  intenor  and  twribrial  Bma- 
tier,  our  citizens  are  murdered  by  the  natives  of 
our  forests.  Every  blast  which  cnasea  the  gnat 
monntdns  of  the  Alle^tany,  brings  the  grottoa 
of  the  dying  enterprising  trader  of  the  weat, 
murdered  by  the  Indian.  Do  not  our  citiaena 
stand  upon  an  e^oality,  whether  they  be  npon 
the  high  seas,  or  m  the  great  Aroericea  desert, 
extending  to  the  Booky  Uonntvnsl  I  feel  the 
same  indignation,  whetherlsee  tbehandsof  the 
pirate,  or  the  hands  of  the  savage  of  the  wilder- 
ness, imbrued  in  the  blood  of  onr  fellow-citiaena. 
I  feel  the  same  indignation,  whether  that  dtizen 
be  a  hardy  tar  of  the  ooean,  a  dtizen  of  the 
BookylConnt^a,  oi  a  resident  of  thiametropo' 
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lb.  Another  view  Is  preaented  to  mj  mind: 
we  have  many  objects  of  oatioool  expenditoro 
In  tlie  WeaL  and  it  Is  the  datj  of  OoDgreee  to 
make  annnal  tqipropriationa,  oat  of  ibe  nuidB  of 
the  QoYeniment  In  the  West,  towsrda  these  ob- 
jects— additiotul  military  posts  should  be  eetab- 
Uied — the  CDmbwland  road  ahonld  be  extended 
to  UaBoail— a  w«BtMii  armor;  eboold  be  «mot- 
ed,  and  a  -nu^tarj  annorj  should  be  eetabliahed 
fai  same  part  of  the  Weatwn  Statea.  I  hope 
Oongreaa  wiU  not  fbrget  the  proriiion  In  the 
emaUtidkni,  oa  to  Aa  regnlationa  of  eounteroe 
with  toniga  na&na,  amixig  the  aeveral  6tAta& 
and  mth  t&tf  Indian-  trOM.  While  we  bnild 
our  ahipa  of  war,  ereot  tortiBoallons,  and  appro- 
priate mHUoos  forthe  aecmil^  of  oommeroe  and 
flefenee  of  our  maritjme  frontier,  we  a^  the  aom 


n  it  in  the  Weetern  ooontrj.  Can  this  ap- 
propriadoa  be  denied  to  ns  )  I  preaome  it  can- 
not We  hare  done  QOthing  more  than  OUT  dntj, 
in  ddng  all  we  hare  done  for  foreign  oommeroe, 
and  for  the  seonrity  of  onr  maritime  frontier; 
Bar  can  we  reAise  what  is  aooeaaarj  for  the 
eoinmeroe  and  aeooril?  of  the  West 

Hr.  IQooB  reidied,  that  the  oaae  of  the  light- 
hoaae^  in  the  West  Indiee,  oonld  hardly  be  owed 
a  preoedent,  that  it  waa  not  done  by  anthority 
of  OoogreM.  Aa  to  the  ezpenae  of  proteoljng 
eommeroa  in  the  Weet  India  seas,  from  pirates, 
Ao^  Mr.  H.  s^d  it  waa  as  mndi  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  of  the  Western  States,  ss  of  any 
other  part  of  the  Unioii,  as  the  prodacts  of  the 
West  were  neoeesarilT  transporteil  through  those 
wateni,andthepe(^ewfaofriniished  the  cargo, 
were  as  much  interested  in  the  safety  of  uie 
eoniuaroe,  as  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  Ac. 

Ut.  Ekllt,  of  Alabama,  said,  he  trespassed 
with  great  ttJactaoce  tm  the  attention  of  the 
SsBste.  Thegreatol^eotc^thebUIistocheriBh 
■ad  fiMter  a  ocMumeroe  already  in  existence,  be- 
twwa  the  American  and  Mexican  repablios. 
Ibat  commerce^  to  be  mntnally  bmefloial,  mast 
he  regolated  aiid  protected,  uid  placed  npon  a 
fxiing  of  safety  and  redprooity  by  the  reapeo- 
tbe  Govemmenta.  This  commerce  must  be  csr- 
lied  on  hj  land,  through  several  Indian  tribea. 
To  be  saf«^  a  road  mnst  be  had,  a  right  of  way, 
<r  a  (roM  if  yon  please,  secured.  To  answer  the 
adject,  this  trace  most  para  the  boundary  of  the 
raited  State^  and  extend  for  seTeral  hondred 
mika  through  the  wildemesa  ootmtry.  In  the 
ICeiiean  repnblio,  to  the  aettlementa  with  whom 
the  trafBe  most  be  carried  on.  Now,  ^  to  stop 
the  "  fruios  "  at  the  bonndary  of  the  United  States, 
woold  leftTC  this  loterrening  Ueiicau  wildeniese 
to  obatract  the  proposed  Intercoorse.  Why 
dkoaldtbisbeleftl  Icumotagre^MddHr.E., 
with  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Houos,) 
that  we  hare  done  enough  In  goiiu;  to  our  own 
bmndatj,  ukd  that  we  may  leave  tbe  balance  to 
the  Hexicaa  Government.  It  ioay  be  well  Ut 
remembv  that  the  Uexicaii  Govemmeat  is  in 
the  germ  of  Its  existenoe,  struf^ling  with  difS- 
calties  that  we  have  long  anoe  sunuoontedj 


snd,  without  intending  sny  disrespect  to  the 
popolation  of  Mexico,  we  may  say,  in  the  most 
friendly  manner,  that  they  are  less  intelligent  in 
oommenual  matters  than  we  are;  and,  althoogh, 
to  OS,  the  sdvautages  of  this  conmieroe  are  clear 
and  obvioua,  they  may  not  be  bo  to  them ;  and, 
however  reasonable  the  calculation  mij  lie  that 
they  will  meet  as  at  the  bonndary  line,  and 
mark  the  trace  through  their  own  territoiy,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  some  doubt,  myself^  that 
they  may  foil  to  do  so  as  promptly  as  the  com- 
merce in  question  requiree  it  should  be  done.  It 
occurs  to  me,  then,  as  the  most  retionsl  mode 
of  legislating  on  this  subject,  to  ^)proaoh  the 
Uezicaii  Qovemment  in  a  language  beet  of  all 
calculated  to  obtidu  promptly  the  object  in  view. 
It  may  be  true,  ss  stated  oy  the  gentleman  from 
North  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Uaoon,)  that,  in  d^s  of 
yor^  many  persons  made  fbrtimes  by  trafBo  wLtli 
the  ndghboring  ibidians,  when  they  had  to 
trudge  along  "atrtue;"  and,  although  this  be 
true,  aa  a  fiicL  I  am  still  willing  to  travel  on 
a  ToaA,  when  I  can  find  one ;  and  this,  It  seems 
to  me,  may  be  done  by  the  men  of  the  present 
(by,  without  incurring  the  chai^  of  irreverence 
to  their  ancaatoTs.  And,  although  this  traffic 
may  have  been  thus  profitable,  without  the  aid 
of  Government,  I  am  oonfideut  it  would  have 
been  on  a  better  fboling  if  it  had  been  under  the 
protection  of  the  Government  I  have  no  Idea 
that  Indian  depredation  Is  to  oease  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  trace,  but  I  believe  that  less 
blood  will  be  shed,  and  less  propertr  plundered, 
nuder  proposed  regulations  by  the  Ooverameot, 
than  it  can  be  if  left  to  nnalded  individual  enter- 
Mr.  Taibot  thought,  that,  if  the  section  were 
struck  ont  the  efieot  of  the  bill  would  be  do- 
strOTed.  He  a^n>^  t^  show  that  It  would  be 
&r  better,  before  oommendng  the  road^to  enter 
into  n^otiation,  and  arrange  evei^  thing  with 
the  Mexican  Government ;  beosum,  if  the  Uidted 
States  were  to  adopt  a  route,  and  do  their  part 
without  an  anderstandiDg  with  the  other  Govern- 
ment, the  route  might  not  be  located  to  please 
the  Mexican  Government,  tnd  the  moQe^  ex- 
pended would  be  wasted.  Why  not  retain  the 
section  that  authorized  the  n^oUation  with 
the  Me^can  Government  fbr  every  thing  that 
was  required  t 

Mr.  SiflTB  thought  that  the  advantages  of  this 
oommeroe  might  be  held  out  to  the  Mexican 
Government,  and  when  they  found  that  they 
could  get  their  goods  on  mure  reasonable  terms, 
they  would  be  induced  to  join  with  the  United 
States  in  making  this  roul.  He  should  vote 
for  the  bill,  but  &om  a  different  view  of  it  Srom 
that  taken  by  his  Mend  from  Eentncky,  (Mr, 
JoHRBOif.)    Mr.  S.  tbonf^t  that  suffideut  oooft- 


dons  for  expending  the  public  money  always 
preaented  themselves,  without  seeldi^  them ; 
he  r^elled  the  Bssertion,  thst  the  interest  of  the 
Eastern  States  had  always  been  preferred  to 
that  of  the  West^and  asserted  that  the£sstwii 
members  voted  for  all  the  measures  benefidal  to 
the  people  of  the  Weet    He  cited  many  grwtt 
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oU«ots  of  «neow :  Ui«  OdinberUikd  rotid ;  th« 
BuHtBiT  iroiis  at  UaoUiuiw,  and  on  tbe  I^keo^ 
&o^  to  show  titat  the  iaterests  of  tho  Wwt  wsie 
not  noglMt«d.  He  did  not  like  the  argtunent 
that  went  to  prove  that  one  part  of  the  Union 
was  hostile  to  the  other.  The  colj  qaeBti<» 
with  him  was,  whether  oommerm  eoold  be  cai^ 
ried  on  there  to  advantage,  and,  aa  be  was  baUb- 
fied  it  conld  be,  he  shonld  vote  for  the  bilL 

Mr,  Brows  was  very  gtad  to  hear  snch  sentd- 
ments  fall  from  the  honorable  gentleman,  and 
hoped  that  a  reolprocal  good  feeling  woold  al- 
w^  ezisL  He  thonght  there  oonld  be  no  ob- 
jeoliooB  to  the  bill,  and  approved  the  proposition 
to  treat  with  the  Ifezioan  Gtovemment.  He 
diflbred  from  hie  friend  from  North  Oarolina, 
n[r.  Uaooit.)  This  waa  aometliinK  more  than 
Indian  trade,  and  it  did  not  at  all  follow  that, 
beoanees  in  former  times,  large  fortnnea  were 
made  bj  the  Indian  tnder,  who  had  traoee,  that 
no  road  ahonld  be  marked  ont  now, 

ib.  "Llozd,  ot  Uaaeaobneetta,  had  been  very 
mnohmiBondeistoodif  hebadbeenBoppoeed  to 
make  the  motion  witb  feelings  hostdle  to  the  bill 
— hewaainfavf^of  it— the  mere  trifle  of  money 
propoeed,  was  nothing— he  waa  opposed  to  the 
prindple  of  Iv^og  ont  money  in  the  territories 
of  a  foreign  power.  If  it  were  for  the  mutual 
advantage  of  Doth  parties,  the  Kezioan  Govem- 
mant  wonld  of  course  be  aa  ready  aa  we  were ; 
bnt,  if  it  were  not,  then  they  wonld  not  soffer 
natoeqjoyit.  Aa  to  the  ezpendiCnree  made  for 
the  protection  of  oouuneroe  on  the  ooean,  Mr,  L. 
taiA  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  all— It  was  not  a 
local  interest.  The  only  way  that  the  revenoe 
wae  procured,  was  by  commerce,  and  it  waa  the 
duty  of  the  GoTemment  to  afford  it  every  pro- 
tection in  its  power.  He  should  be  pleased  to 
see  the  road  opened ;  it  would  pasa  through  a 
moat  fertile  oonntiT,  and  open  a  oommunica- 
tion  between,  as  uia  gentleman  expressed  it, 
two  of  the  moat  splendid  republics  tn  the  uni- 
yen«.  Would  not  the  Uesican  Qovemment, 
having  a  population  of  aeven  millions  of  soola, 
and  ^Ai  and  dver  miuM  at  oommand,  fdmlah 
tS,O0Ofbrber8hare?  Tei,iftheprqjeotpleaaed 
them,  they  oonld  give  five  bnndred  times  as 
nuoh;  and,if  thc^  did  not  like  it,  that  wai  an- 
other oonaidtfation.  If  th«  gentieman  wonld 
•Iter  the  phiaaec^My  of  the  bill  as  Hr.  L.  had 
■ngnated,  be  wouldvote  fi>r  it, 

Mr.  BiKTOii  wai  well  aware  ot  the  wetdit  ot 
the  oUeotion  urged  by  the  honorable  genUeman 
frmn  Hassaohnsetta,  and  be  was  satisfied  alao 
that  the  gentleman  waa  not  infiuenoed  by  pecu- 
niary motives  It  was  natorally  &  question  of 
policy,  and  a  subject  to  which  his  attention  had 
Deen  prevloualy  turned  by  the  precedent  he  had 
yesterday  cited  in  J  nstifioation  of  theeeotion  pro- 
posed to  be  etmck  ouL  Although  this  propod- 
tion  went  by  the  name  of  a  rmd,  yet,  Mr.  B. 
said,  it  was  not  BO  in  &at;  all  that  was  proposed 
to  be  dMie,  was  to  oast  np  mounds  of  eartn  and 


way,    ^ 


],and  p 


a  figure,  they  might  be  called 
aa;  &c  they  were,  in  point  of  £ut, 


gnidea  to  the  passenger.  The  present  n 
differed  from  the  act  of  1807,  authorizing  a  road 
to  be  opened  throui^  Fkmda  in  two  pointa: 
that  road  went  through  the  setUements  belong- 
ing to  the  King  of  Spam,  and  waa  a  road,  proper- 
ly qteaking :  ^is  was  merdy  a  track,  and  passed 
4Hi]y  throng  the  unoocupied  parts  of  the  Hexi- 
oan  territory.  It  was  aigoed  that,  if  Qita  trade 
vera  benefidal  to  the  people  of  Uexico,  they 
wonld  meet  ua  half  way ;  but  It  was  very  easy 
to  ima^ne  a  trade  that  was  more  benefioial  to 
one  party  than  another.  We,  talA  Mr.  B.,  are 
the  carriers,  and  it  is  we  who  have  need  of  t^ 
road  to  travel  upon ;  bnt  it  ta  idle  to  expect  that 
these  people  wiO  make  roads ;  they  are  blinded 
by  ignoranoe.  Aa  an  instauoe,  he  menticHied 
that  the  province  of  Kew  Heiioo  has  been  ee- 
tabliahed  fbr  more  than  150  years.  He  omt- 
meroe  between  Uexico  and  Santa  Fe  is  carried 
on  by  means  of  mnles;  the  journey  there  and 
ba(^  oocnidee  Ave  montha;  and,  daring  the 
whole  period  mentioned,  has  pasaed  bnt  by  one 
roote ;  yet  it  is  a  bet,  that,  on  this  whole  route, 
there  is  not  saoh  a  tiling  as  a  bridge,  except 
snoh  as  are  composed  of  poles  put  aide  by  tide, 
snch  as  only  our  dogs  wonld  arose,  and  snch 
holes  were  suffered  to  exist  In  them,  that  onr 
men,  and  even  our  dtWi  would  be  in  danger  ot 
breaking  their  l^s.  U,  then,  fbr  so  many  yean^ 
they  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to 
make  a  better  road  for  this  valualde  branch  of 
oommerce,  how  are  we  to  expect  them  to  oo-op- 
erate  here  I  We  are  not  to  expect  any  thing 
more  from  them  than  the  privilege  to  mark  ont 
the  way. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  strilung  oat 
the  eeoond  section,  and  negatived— ayes  IS. 
noee  3S  ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  by  the  following  vote : 

Tats. — Kesirs.  Barton,  Benton,  BouUgny,  Brown. 
D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Holmes  of  Ka^a- 
fipfd,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Eentncky,  Johastoa  of 
Loubdana,  K^j,  Kol^t,  Iadhud,  Lloyd  of  llas- 
Mcfausetts,  Lowrie,  H^iiine,  McLean,  Nohle,  Pal- 
mer,  FirrMt,  Raggles,  fiernionr,  Bmith,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Vsn  BBren,  Tan  Dyke— 30. 

Nats.— Hesstt.  Branoh,  Chandler,  ClsytoD,  Cobb, 
QalUard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Huns,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, ^ng  of  New  York,  Macon,  Taiewell,  Wil- 
liams— IS.*  , 


The  following  is  the  act  as  passed : 

•  AttMuteAita.,  Tlut  ths  Pnddant  of  thsUoIted 
BtstM  b*.  uti  lie  hsnsbf  l>,  totknlMd  to  sppolnt  Conm^ 
Mouen  to  muk  out  ■  road  from  tlia  Wsitsni  ItaBtlar  tf  tke 
etaU  «t  UlMHoLts  Um  boDBdur  lt»  of  tbt  Unltrf  StalK  iB 
tti«dlniitlt>ntabnl«ra,<f  MawMsxloo:  Pnwldtit,Tlmt 
th«  idd  CommiadoBan  ik^  lint  Dbtdo  th*  ooBiut  «r  the 
laUrvuloi  IrlbiM  ot  liiJlsiis,  1^  tn*t7,  ts  thamarUnt  tit 
Iba  nU  nad,  and  to  tlw  BBmolatad  <u»  thar*^  to  lla 
dUnH  of  tba  Unltad  Btalaa,  and  to  tbi  Ueztoaa  Bcpnblla. 

ftM.S.^iidb(a7WA«r«BiuK*f,Thattlw  Pradaaaloc 
tba  Unitad  Statai  Iw,  and  ba  barebr  U,  anthnliad  to  eaiaa 
tlia  ■«"fci~  of  tb*  laid  road  to  ba  oDnltniiad  from  tba  bmu- 
dMTltB^tfUuCsitadei 


nx, 


batwaw  tbaaBuaotlTo 


mar  b«  aotaad  opon  1^  Ibal  par- 
1t«  oT  tba  Haltail  Stats  and  tba 


flao.l.^<Mlb««/tirM«rmMl*lTbat  tbtsam  eftaa 
bowasd  doUaia  ba,  and  tba  aam*  banbf  ti,  appropilatad, 
o  dalTar  tba  Hptnaat  of  marblBg  tba  Mid  tom;  and  (b* 


mot  linnlf  Iboaaand 


Ubc  tba  uii 
ad  oollaia,  to 


DBBATES  Of  CONOBESS. 


lCiMnu.T,  Jtuiiiai7  81. 
St^prtmion  ^  Piroey, 
The  Senate  prooeeded  to  the  oonwderatdon  of 
the  bill  "for  the  Soppreaaon  of  Rnwy  in  the 
Veet  Indiea;"  the  motion  to  Etrikeont  the  third 
Mction,  which  anlhorizee  the  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  Cuba,  {under  certan  wroomBtMC**,) 
being  BttU  pending- 
Mr.  KiLu  roM,  and  said,  this  biU  hu  al- 
ready  undergone  a  fhll   disooanon,  and    the 
<<hitinna"  of  the  oommittee  has  aoqnitted  him- 
•elf  BO  entirelj  to  my  satiafootioiL  that  I  do  not 
Tsh  to  txeium  on  the  ground  wMoh  he  has  to 
ably  occupied. 

The  first  queation  tJiat  presents  itself  is,  That 
b  the  otyeot  of  the  bill  now  before  \a  I  Sir,  it 
H  the  rappresdoD  of  piracy,  the  fonlut  crime  of 
whiiA  man  can  be  grultj — a  crime  which  shots 
him  ont  of  the  pale  of  civilized  society,  reoders 
him  the  enemy  of  the  whole  homan  race,  and 
amenable  lo  the  laws  of  every  oirilized  conntry 
— a  crime,  of  the  perpetxalion  of  which  it  may 
truly  be  sud,  that  "bis  hand  is  against  every 
man,  and  every  man's  hand  against  him,"  The 
next  inqoiry  ia,  is  it  necessary  that  any  further 
keidadve  measures  should  l>e  resorted  to,  to 
^ct  this  object,  so  desirable  in  itself  t  Have 
we  now  Buffident  proviaon  by  law,  without 
legiflative,  wd  for  the  snppreaaion  of  this  most 
atrodooaofFenoel  Sir,  I  shall  not  enter  into  the 
horrid  det^  of  the  onrsed  atrocities  of  these 
moDsters,  and  of  the  abominable  extent  to  which 
thej  have  carried  thdr  depredationa.  The  tid- 
ings ara  wafted  to  yonr  ears  on  every  gale.  The 
repTMentation  of  respectable  individoals,  the 
MHommuoaUons  from  your  aathorised  agent  on 
the  islsod,  the  nnited  voioe  of  the  whole  com- 
nieraat  part  of  the  country,  the  official  reports 
tA  the  Savy  Department,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Preodeok  all  combine  to  stlmtdate 
TOD  to  provide  some  legislative  measure  for  the 
BDwresaon  U  these  horrors.  I  hope,  then,  yon 
wUlnottnmadeafearto  these  imited  and  re- 
peated amlicationi.  It  seems  the  luiammotu 
ommoa  uhat  some  new  proposition  shotdd  be 
BOopted ;  that  the  l^slatnre  should  do  some- 
thing; and  the  great  question  is,  whether  the 
meaaarca  reoommeoded  by  llie  committee  are 
ioitabla  and  propw  fbr  the  emergency!  To 
some  of  thwB  propodtiona  no  obieotion  has  yet 
beoi  made,  and  I  trust  none  wiU  he.  And  in 
decidiiig  the  qnestion  that  is  sobmitlod  to  us, 
va  most  loc£  to  the  practical  and  probable 
rMollBofit.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  part 
which  vrisdom  would  dictate.  We  onght  not 
to  be  de(en«d  by  remote  and  poasible  inoon- 
venienosa,  embairaasments,  aod  dangers,  much 
lesa  by  ima(pnary  difQoultiea,  from  prosecnting 
thut  course  whidi  promisee  the  most  beneflcial 
iMolta.  It  is  very  easy  for  ingenaity  to  start 
olgectioiis  to  almoet  any  course,  and  if  these 


of  tnitlBC  with  Ih*  Indlui,  tat  ttiali  smust  to  tti* 
_  toncmtudMg  thnacf;  tbawJdiniiutobaixIdiHit 
i(iayBUD*rint)wTnMU7,  not  otharwlM  (ppnprlUfd. 


ilijectloos  are  Uateoed  to  on  erwy  oooadon,  no 
neaaure  of  hnportanoe  would  ever  be  adopted. 

The  motion  nov  immediately  befbre  the 
Senate  is,  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the 
bUl.  To  decide  this  question,  we  must  not  look 
at  the  third  seotion  of  the  bill,  altoke  aod  insula- 
ted, but  see  how  It  is  oonuected  with  the  other 
porta  of  the  lull,  and  what  bearing  it  has  oa 
tbem.     To  examine  what  tendency  it  has  to 

"     "n  carrying  into  effect  the  previous  prt^ 
aontained  In  the  bill,  more  eqieciolly  ia 

jnry  to  compare  Hsprovi<don9  with  thoM 

of  the  second  aecticm. 

The  twenty-ninth  seoUrai  autJunisea  the  oom- 
mandera  of  our  armed  dupe  in  fresh  pursuit,  to 
laud  on  the  coasts  tA.  this  Uaud,  to  wton  and 
destroy  the  pirates.  How,  nr,  the  Aird  seotion 
is  intended  to  etrengthw  tiuB  power,  and  enmn 
its  execution  in  ease  of  the  Bin^  event  of  their 
taking  refage  In  any  of  the  ports  or  idtiea  of 
the  island,  and  there  finding  proteotioo.  On 
this  condition  alone,  ia  it  that  tbe  third  seetitui 
will  ever  be  broo^t  htto  operation. 

It  is  said  that  the  third  section  provides  for 
blockade,  that  blockade  is  a  war  moaaore,  and 
only  to  be  resorted  to  JlagmnU  btUo,  as  one  of 
the  rights  of  war.  Sir,  I  agree  to  this  (f«>er« 
proportion,  and  regard  a  blockade  in  tline  of 
peace  as  somewhat  of  an  anomaly,  bat  entirely 
Justified  by  the  anomalona  dtoation  in  which 
we  are  pboed :  for,  each  is  our  situation,  tiiat 
none  but  an  anomalous  remedy  can  be  effioa< 
doosly  apiJied  to  the  eviL  It  is  often  neoea- 
sary  to  stume  oor  oonrse  oocor^ng  to  dronm- 
staooei,  and  adopt  onder  one  set  of  drounwtan- 
o«,  a  measure,  which,  under  others,  wonld  be 
improper  if  not  tt^ally  ui^nstifiable. 

it,  sir,  with  whom  are  we  at  warl  Are  we 
„  ..arvrith  Spain  t  Kodr.  Shall  we,  when  • 
blockade  ia  institnted  nnder  the  limitatitxis  ooa- 
ttined  in  the  third  section  of  the  Mil,  be  at  war 
with  Spun!  No,  rir.  It  ia  only  an  additional 
remedy  for  the  snppreedon  of  this  raormons 
evil— the  only  meana  of  securing  the  eoooees  of 
the  enterprise.  With  whom,  thai,  are  we  at 
warl  mtb  none  but  thoee  with  whom  all  tbe 
nations  of  the  earth  are  at  war— vrith  piiatea. 
On  what  terme  is  this  blockade  to  be  instituted! 
After  tbej  have  found  shdter  and  [H^otection  in 
tbe  p4»is  of  the  island ;  when  the  dvU  power 
has  thrown  over  them  the  shield  (rf  anthori^ ; 
is  this  to  be  submitted  tof  Can  Spain  cout- 
pidnwithanyahadowofjostioet  Ifshaisnn- 
able  to  obeck  the  progress  of  these  bandits,  and 
if  she  really  wishes  to  discharge  tiie  great  dnl^ 
^e  owes  to  the  whole  dviliied  world,  so  fir 
from  uttering  a  complaint^  she  will  oo-operate 
with  us  in  any  measuree  we  may  adopt  for  its 
sumiresdon.  If  the  local  authorities  are  eoa^ 
niving  at  these  depredations,  and  sharing  tbe 
BpoU  with  these  robbaa,  and  they  find  refn« 
and  proteeticm  from  them,  then  nothing  can  ha 
more  dear  than  Oiat  they  make  thennelvM  a 
porttMM  erminU,  aooesBorles  after  tbe  &ot,  and 
sie  liable  to  the  same  pnnishmenta  as  the  pirates 
tbunaelvai.    In  this  ease  70a  onlj  Uoduda  • 
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port  irhlOti  has  been  ooDverted  Into  a  den  of 
piratee,  and  pnt  itaeit  ont  of  tbe  protection  of 
the  laws  of  nationB.  Bpain  most  place  herself 
in  this  dtoatlon,  aa  eotnpanion  of  the  pirates,  if 
aha  compltdna,  tinder  tlaeee  drctunstancee,  that 
jon  invade  ba  rights  of  sovereigntf  bjr  taldng 
titem  in  their  fastnessee.  Bnt,  sir,  ire  do  not 
impute  aa;  aooh  deidgns  to  Bpun  ;  ve  do  not 
mwcee  she  irifih«a  to  enoonrage  tlieae  villanies ; 
we  impnta  it  alone  to  her  imbecUit^  that  tbej 
are  siw'ered  to  «xiat,  and  tbe  vhole  oivitiied 
iroriii  will  Joatify  na  in  our  proceeding. 

Si^^wse,  dr.  that^  -whilat  we  were  in  freeh 
pnratib  of  a  ^radoal  TesseL  she  ahonld  come 
athwart  a  Spanish  armed  ship^  and  that  ship 
Aonld  alielter  the  piratee  with  her  guns,  would 
ItbeanotaokonuieBOTerdgnrightfiof  Bpain 
if  70a  were  to  rookdm  tbe  piratical  Teasel,  and 
if  neoMBarf,  to  foroe  her  from  tbe  ve«sel  that 
was  thus  protecting  her?  Oonld  Spain  oom- 
plun  of  this  with  any  jnstioet  No,  sir,  she 
oonld  not,  Bj  the  act  of  affiirdiOK  them  dielter, 
in  liua  treeti  pnrsuit,  they  wonld  make  them- 
■elrea  l^ratea,  and  subject  themselTea  to  the 
punishment  doe  to  plraUa.  "Where  then  is  the 
<li^«enoe  between  protection  extended  to  a 
[nrMioal  abip  on  the  ooean,  and  protection  ex- 
tended to  a  piratical  crew  on  laad?  Let  ns 
■oppose,  sir,  that  this  piratioal  veesd,  instead 
of  soeldiiK  protection  onder  the  gnoa  of  a 
Spanish  ship,  mns  into  the  harbor  of  Havana 
or  UatanzBs,  and  there  flnda  protection  fhrni 
the  civil  power.  In  this  oase,  it  is  my  opinion, 
^,  that  a  wnch  more  rigraonB  measure  than 
blockade  woold  be  perfectly  JnatJiiabl^  I  will 
not  Bay  how  fitr  the  striet  laws  of  nations  would 
jnstify  onr  prooeeding  in  this  oaae,  bnt  I  feel  do 
neaitatlon  &  saytDg  uiat  they  wonld  deserve  to 
have  the  town  l>ombarded  abonC  Qieir  ear^ 
instead  of  feeling  tbe  comparatively  trifling 
inconvenience  of  a  blockade.  It  is  impoasihle 
that,  in  a  case  like  this,  yon  can  apply  the  laws 
of  civilized  warfare.  They  are  not  in  any  way 
uplicsble.  Your  enemy  is  entitled  to  none  of 
(heir  homane  providons ;  be  is  not  a  priscmer 
of  war  when  taken,  but  a  cnlprit  liable  to  be 
tried  by  the  Ixibnnal  of  any  civilized  power, 
and  sabject  to  oondign  poaishment.  There  are 
noFoIesof  dvilised  war&re  that  can  be  extend- 
ed to  him. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  then,  that  the  ol^t  of 
this  provision  b  not  to  hnmble  Bpain,  or  to 
interfere  with  her  i^ta,  or  traooh  on  her 
•overeignty,  bat  to  pn^sh  the  ontJaws  of  every 
nation.  Pareere  lubjtetit  et  diMlart  tuperbot, 
1>  as  often  a  maxim  of  Jnatloe  and  poUoy,  as  it 
b  of  magnanimity ;  bnt  where  and  to  whom  is 
it  applied?  To  those  who  aokoowledge  their 
error  and  evince  a  dispositioQ  to  atone  for  it, 
and  not  to  tiiose  who,  thon^  weak  and  imbe- 
cile, oontinne  their  depravity  and  heap  insult 
optm  iqjntT.  However  weak  snob  a  power 
tnay  be,  it  ts  ndther  politic  nor  Jost  always  to 
qure  them. 

Bat  not  only  Spdn,  we  are  told,  will  be  in- 
jured, bnt  other  nations  may  take  ombrage  at 


this  course — nations  who  are  called  neotrals. 
Sir,  I  ahoold  be  glad  to  know  who  are  nentrala 
in  this  warfare!  There  are  none.  The  whole 
civilized  world  are  ocr  allies  ui  this  conflict, 
and  will  cheerfolly  onite  with  ns  in  onr  efibrts 
to  snbdne  their  as  well  as  onr  enemy.  Sir,  by 
a  fair  constmction  of  the  provisions  of  tLis 
section,  and  a  pradent  exercise  of  the  powers 
vested  in  the  Executive^  I  think  we  shall  avoid 
giving  ofibnce  to  other  powers.  May  we  not 
presome  that  these  powers  will  be  pradently 
exerdsedt  Are  we  to  withhold  all  power, 
trom  a  Jealons  apprehension  that  that  power 
will  be  abused!  Cui  we  imagine  that  the 
Executive  will  insHtnte  a  blockade,  and  rush 
into  difficnlties,  and  precipitate  the  nation  into 
a  war  without  canse,  without  necessity  I 

Sir,  I  entertain  no  snch  suspicion.  A  reason- 
able oonfldence  mnat  be  placed  in  the  depodta- 
ries  of  power.  I  am  witling  to  place  tbat  confi- 
decoe,  and  will  go  as  &r  as  ai^  man  to  hold  tha 
Exeontlve  responsible  for  the  aithful  exercise  of 
that  power;  ont  I  am  not  willing  to  weaken 
and  paralyze  his  effbrta  by  any  nnreasooabla 
suspicion.  The  oonne  indicated  by  the  third 
section  of  the  bill,  will  nnquestionably  be  faitb- 
ftilly  parsned  by  the  Eiecotive ;  negotiations 
will  be  pnrsQcd,  arrangements  made,  and  an 
understanding  will  be  effected  with  other  na- 
tions, if  it  should  ever  be  necessary  to  exercise 
this  power  conditionaily  invested  in  the  Fred- 
dent  on  this  occasion.  But,  sir,  why  sbould  we 
be  more  BCrnpnlons  on  this  sntject  tlian~otber 
nations?  Look  at  Great  Britain — more  than 
onoe  she  haa  landed  on  the  coasts  of  these 
isUnds,  and  ecoored  tbe  country  in  pnrenit  of 
these  marauders;  and  once,  at  least,  if  news- 
paper authority  is  to  be  depended  on,  she  has 
institnted  a  strict  blockade  of  the  inlets  and 
harbors  of  the  whole  Isle  of  Pines,  to  secure 
tbe  snccess  of  this  pnrsnit.  What  was  the 
result  of  this  bold  measure!  An  American 
vessel  and  cargo  were  snatched  fhnn  the  ^asp 
of  these  robbers,  and  the  crew  rescued  from 
death — the  bloodhounds  were  hunted  from  their 
dens  and  fastnesses — were  shot  down  like 
wild  beasts,  or  captured  and  deservedly  oon- 
signed  to  the  gibbet  What,  farther,  was  tha 
result  of  this  measure!  Twelve  vessela,  dis- 
manlled  and  plundered,  were  found  conwaled 
in  one  of  those  inlets,  and,  horrible  to  relate, 
not  one  human  being  of  all  their  crews,  left  to 
tell  the  diamsl  fate  of  his  comrades ;  and  will 
yoo,  with  such  evidence  as  this  before  yonr 
eyes,  with  all  this  horrible  dotdl  brought  to 
IJgh^  will  you  speculate  and  refine  with  meta- 
physical snbtlety  on  the  rights  of  sovereignty, 
and  the  sanctity  of  territorial  domioioD,  instead 
of  adopting  the  only  measm^s  that  can  suppress 
the  evil!  Is  not  this  tbe  very  case  where 
"right  goes  hand  in  hand  with  neceadty  and 
t^e  exigency  of  the  easel "  Sir,  it  seems  to  me 
that,  if  a  cose  can  be  found  where  that  well- 
known  prlnclj>le  of  the  law  of  nations  is  to  be 
applied,  this  IB  the  very  oas«^  and  yon  are  right 
in  maluog  use  of  all  the  means  neoassai;  to 
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■Boomplbh  the  objeot— thaw  mwin  we  point- 
ed oat  hj  the  Qiird  aeetion  ot  the  bill,  and  are 
not  such  u  tnuHoend  the  necwwlly  of  the  OMe. 


_.   .     .  MdtJ-   _ _.. 

ICr.  Llotd,  (tf  Ibnaohiuett^  add,  in  expreaa- 

hia  opinion  he  mnst  be  allowed  to  take  a 

verr  briu  hiatorioal  view  of  the  snlidaot-    -^^ 


the  eommenoement  of  the  aeeaion,  on  the  open- 
ing of  Congreaa,  we  were  Informed  by  the 
Pteaident,  in  hia  meaaage,  tbat  "the  i»raoiea 
now  wHnplained  f)t  are  oommitted  b;  bands  of 
robbera  who  inhabit  .the  land,  and  who,  by  pre- 
nrving  good  int^igenoe  with  the  towngj  and 
a^^ng  &Torable  opportonitiee,  nub  forth,  and 
ftn  oa  nnproteoted  merdunt  Teaaela,  of  whioh 
they  make  ao  eaev  prey ;  tltat  the  pilhge  thna 
obtained,  they  cany  to  their  lurking  plaoee, 
and  diapoae  vX  afterwards^  at  prioea  tending  to 
•adnoe  the  nd^borii^  popnlaaon.  "  Thie  com- 
btiutioii,'' the  Fteddent  Bays,  "  ia  (mderetood  to 
be  of  great  ext«nt  and  ie  uie  more  to  be  dema- 
oatad,  beonue  the  orime  of  piracy  ia  often 
attended  with  'Uie  mnider  of  the  crews ;  these 
robbers  knowing,  if  any  tarvlTed,  tlitir  larking 
pltM*  wonld  be  exposed,  and  Uiey  be  oanght 
and  pnniahed." 

The  Seoretaiy  of  die  Nary,  tn  his  letter  to 
'*<e  nesdmt,  aoocMupAnying  the  meaaage,  ftiUy 

-" — « this  aoeonnt ;  and  fraHier  etates,  that 


mobd  of  Oob^  and  that 
none  ore  eeea  at  a  ^atanoe  from  the  knd;  but 
the  pintea  oonoeal  tbenuelTea,  wUh  their  boats, 
in  small  inlets,  and  flnding  Teaaela  beealmed,  or 
in  a  d^eooaleBB  ritnation,  aaawU  and  deatroy 
them,  and  when  disoovered,  retreat  into  the 
oosntry,  where,  by  the  appreheoBiona  they 
ereite,  and  the  plonder  they  have  obtidned, 
they  rem^n  aeonre,  and  mingle,  at  pleasure,  in 
the  bosineas  of  the  towns  and  the  traoBaotioDS 
(rfiooktty,  and  aoqnire  all  the  information  they 
want  to  aooompllsh  tlielr  pnrpoees.  Against 
inch  a  system  aa  this,  the  Be<n«tar7  observes, 
DO  naral  force,  within  the  control  of  the  Depart- 
ment, oan  affi>rd  complete  aeoiuity,  onleBS  aided 
by  the  local  anthoritlee;  and,  nnleea  this  oo- 
opcntitm  be  obtained,  additional  means  ahonld 
be  intmated  to  the  QoTemment,  to  be  nsed  in 
Mch  mannw  as  eiperienoe  may  dictate. 

Ve  have  thna  obtained,  in  the  most  fbrmsl 
and  official  manner,  direct,  nneqaivocal  infer- 
Biation,  of  tbe  ezlstenoe  of  these  atrooitiee,  of 
the  inabilttf  of  the  navy  to  snppreea  them,  and 
(tf  the  adi£tiona]  means  neoeasary  to  be  in- 
tmated  to  the  EzeeiitJTe,  and  refeired  to  in  the 
memaglt,  Th«ee  meona,  aa  befbre  stated,  are, 
innait  on  abore,  repriaal,  and  por^  lilook- 
ide  of  the  offending  porta.  "Aa  oommittee 
leoonunend  the  mUdeat  of  these  altematiyea, 
file  blockade,  which  ia,  however,  denonnoed  by 
fte  hi^y  respectable  and  able  ^ntleman  from 
Virgt^a,  oa  being  an  interpolation  on  the  law 
ef  nations;  as  breaking  down  the  moral  force 
of  tiie  R«^blic,  and  as  a  ^ost  oanse  at  ofibnoe, 
if  not  of  war,  to  other  nations. 

fSa,  from  whom  is  tliis  advice  received! 
fnm  men  ranking  among  the  moat  diatingniah- 


ed  civilians  of  the  age,  poasessing  yom-  entire 
confidence,  who  have  been  drilled  in  diplomacy 
by  a  forty  yeate'  eiperienoe,  who  have  spent 
their  lives  lu  advocating  the  rights  of  nentrala, 
and  Kmwn  gray  in  tnrning  over  the  works  of 
Grotras,  and  Yattell,  and  Puffendorfi;  and  Ward, 
and  Axnni,  and  a  host  of  other  aathora,  with 
whom  I  otin  boa^t  no  acqnaintanoe. 

In  reference,  therefore,  to  the  aonrce  trom 
whence  the  reoommendation  is  derived,  as  well 
as  to  the  feeble  lights  of  his  own  nnderstanding^ 
he  denied  the  eonndneaa  of  the  inferenoee  that 
had  been  drawn;  and  withoat  even  making 
any  more  reoondito  research  than  to  an  element- 
ary worlc,  an  hmnble  one  in  some  reepeota,  he 
would  contend,  that  the  m^or  proposition 
indades  the  minor;  the  whole  embraces  all  its 
parts ;  and  that,  if  yon  have  Jostifiable  canse  of 
war  agunst  Oaba,  or  against  Hpoin,  yon  have 
the  right  to  mitigate  the  evils  of  war,  by  the 
adoption  of  an;  milder  oonrse  yon  may  think 
proper  to  pnrsae. 

It  is  trae,  if  yon  blockade  a  angle  port  of  tlie 
island  of  Onb&  Spain  may  I>e  ant£or&ed  to  de- 
clare war,  and  perhaps  bo  joined  by  her  allies, 
if  ehe  and  they  chooee  it:  and  this  would  nn- 
donbtedly  be  ^tended  witn  great  ii^ury  to  ns. 
Peace  is  the  polar  star  of  £e  interest  of  onr 
oonntry ;  bo^  a  it  Is  only  to  be  preserved  at 
the  expense  of  the  conljnned  mnrder  of  onr 
citizens,  and  the  plunder  of  onr  property  with 
impnni^,  then,  for  one,  he  was  ready  for  war ; 
ana  how  mnch  soever  of  iqjnry  it  might  entail, 
it  wonld  be  accompanied  with  one  consoiation, 
derived  from  the  experience  of  the  lost  war ; 
which  was,  that,  whatever  nation  chose  to  go 
to  war  with  the  United  States,  it  wonld  carry 
them  forward  in  their  progress  to  maturity,  ppr 
taUett^  half  a  oentnry  at  a  Jnmp. 

But  we  are  t^ld,  other  nations  will  take  nm- 
brage  at  this :  that,  altbongh  blockade  is  a  bel- 
ligerent right,  and  we  impose  it^  we  are  atill 
not  at  war. 

What  have  other  nations  to  do  with  this 
qneation*  It  belongs  eiclnavely  to  ns  and  to 
Spain.  When  two  nations  go  to  war,  who  oon- 
stitntea.  without  their  consent,  a  third  party  to 
detenmne  who  is  right,  or  who  is  in  the  wrong? 
All  other  nations  have  a  right  to  demand,  i^ 
that,  in  tlie  proeecntioo  of  the  quarrel,  the 
rights  of  humanity  shall  not  be  ontraged,  and 
that  the  nsages  of  war  shall  be  observed  as  re- 
gards them.  What  have  they  then  a  right  to 
require,  aa  it  regards  a  blockade!  simply,  that 
yon  shall  not  entrap  them — that  yon  shall  give 
tliem  dne  notice,  a  soffldent  warning,  and  tiiat 

f-on  shall  keep  np  a  close,  rigorons,  unremitting 
Qveetmeot,  by  a  sufficient  foroe ;  if  yon  do  this, 
you  perform  all  your  duties  as  regards  them— 
all  the  rest  lies  between  the  party  blockading 
and  the  party  blockaded. 

Botj  wc  ore  asked,  suppose  we  find  these  un- 
offending neutrals  in  the  den  of  robbers,  in  the 
Mr  of  these  wild  beasts,  at  the  time  we  inveet 
it,  what  will  yon  do  with  them  I  It  is  answer 
ed,  give  them  the  right  of  egress  prediely  ia 
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the  itate  tliej  were  at  the  time  the  bloolude 
was  imposed;  aft«r  this,  itriotJy  keep  them  io, 
and  keep  them  oat  Thii  is  all  they  bare  a 
right  to  e^>eot  If  they  ore  in  bad  oompanri 
they  tDOflt  feel  the  effect  of  it. 

Ib  a  fonnal  parohmeiit  declaratdon  of  war  at 
all  timea  neoeaaary  or  oantd  omoog  nations  t 
If  it  ia,  what  TRB  the  state  of  om*  quaai  war 
with  Franoe,  in  1798 )  Where  was  the  proda- 
mation  of  Franoe,  when  ahe  blookaded  Cadiz, 
and  kept  out,  not  only  merchant  Tfannln.  bot 
oar  messenger  of  peaoc^  In  a  natioiial  Te«elt 
Where  was  the  prooUmation,  when  the  British 
poonoed  npon  the  punish  frigatw  and  oap- 
tnred  them,  with  their  treasnre,  daring  the  Ute 
wars  between  Franoe  and  Ei^andt  Where 
the  proobunation,  when  ehe  sent  her  fleet  up 
the  Oatt^at,  blockaded  and  bombarded  Oopen- 
hagen,  and  deetrored  the  Donigh  fleet!  Theee 
CMM  are  Kddnoed  as  showing  that,  between 
third  parties,  a  declaration  of  war,  if  yon  ohooee 
it,  is  not  conMdered  indispensable,  as  to  OHOge, 
not  as  approTiDg  theniL 

Have  yon  ahmtdant  oaose  of  war  against  the 
inhabitants  <d  Onba  t  Look  at  the  soooonts  of 
your  offldel  agent ;  yon  flnd  ftom  tiiem,  that 
these  mnrdererB  and  robbers  are  well  known, 
are  oonneoted  with  the  inhabttouti^  and  soffer- 
ed,  if  not  protected,  by  the  looal  anthoritiee: 
and  even  the  Governor  General,  whose  good 
dispodtions  are  so  moch  spoken  ot  teUs  yon 
frsikUy,  when  applied  to  /or  the  aid  of  Gor- 
ernment,  that,  so  deoply  implicated  are  all  the 
inhahitants  of  Begla,  where  a  quantil;  of  plun- 
der was  known  to  be  secreted,  that  he  dare  not 
make  the  investigation — it  inight  create  a  re- 
helHon, 

Sir,  with  something  more  than  delioaoy,  with 
an  approach  to  flutidionsneea,  we  have  kept  ont 
of  HghttheeDMmitieswearemfieiinK;  it  moat 
be  nsefiil,  however,  to  have  an  oooasional  and 
sparing  referenoe  to  them.  He  sbotdd  oite 
briefly  only  three  instaooes :  The  flrat  was  that 
of  the  Alwb  commanded  by  a  Terr  reapeotable 
(jtizen  of  Fortsmonth,  In  New  Hampshii«— 
Ouitun  Blnnt.  This  vessel,  bonnd  from  New 
OrloaiiH,  waa  becalmed  off  the  Uoro  CsBtle ;  a 
boat  approached,  when  the  flrat  wretch  that 
croseed  the  gonwale,  ran  thb  oqitain  throngh 
the  body,  who  was  afterwards  ont  to  pieoes, 
and  the  only  reetke  that  r^n^ed  of  him  in 
the  morning  was  aa  slij^jen,  overflowing  with 
blood ;  the  crew  were  abneed,  and  the  oook, 
adeep  in  the  steerage,  was  laoerated  In  the 
most  cmel  and  wanton  manner,  and  his  man- 
gled oorpse  thrown  to  the  hogs,  who  w«re  seen 
the  next  day  fattening  on  his  entrails. 

The  next  case  is  that  of  the  Laura  Ann. 
already  before  the  Benate ;  this  was  a  vessel 
belonnng  to  New  York,  boarded  by  pirate^ 
at  a  snort  distance  from  ifntanm^  when  bonnd 
to  the  Havana,  who,  after  beaUng  and  inhu- 
manly hanging  the  captain,  batobered  the 
crew  i  bat  probably  discoveriag,  frcon  a  critical 
oompaiison  of  the  ahipping  paper,  with  the 
number  of  the  dead  aikd  dying  on  the  deok, 
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that  there  was  one  still  wanting,  they  deaoend- 
ed  into  the  hold,  exclaiming,  in  tiieir  barbarooa 
lan^uage^  ww  mus— one  rat  left ;  pricked,  with 
their  knives  and  swords,  to  flnd  out  the  de- 
fident  sailor,  and,  lest  he  shoold  not  have 
eeoaped  tortore  by  drowning,  on  not  finding 
him,  set  flre  to  the  vessel,  in  order  that,  if  aa 
board,  he  might  be  oonamned  with  it;  on  the 
flames  reaching  him,  he  orawled  on  deok,  and 
flnding  Uie  pir^xs  were  o^  dropped  overboard, 
and  hmpily  reached  the  shore. 

The  last  oase  he  should  dte,  was  cue  that 
has  not  before  been  dlatiDoUj  presented  to  the 
Senate;  it  is  (rf  recent  date,  wd  was  now  oa 
his  tatue  in  mannacript,  didy  sworn  to.  It 
fiunidiee  some  new  beta,  and  gives  an  expori- 
tdon  of  the  neutral  rights  of  the  innooeut,  un- 
offending inhabitants  of  Onba. 

It  is  the  osse  of  the  brig  Henry,  of  Hartford, 
captured  on  the  !i4th  of  Beptembw  last,  off  the 
Bay  of  Honda,  when  bonnd  with  a  load  of 
sixty-eight  males,  from  St.  Jago,  in  Mazioa,  to 
Oharleettat,  In  Booth  Oarolina;  the  veoed,  aa 
Bo<»i  aa  oqitored,  was  mo  into  a  soull  oreek, 
alongdde  ten  other  hnlks  of  vessel^  haviiw  the 
^)pearanoe  <tf  bring  recently  burned,  and  which 
must  have  been  navigated  by  180  or  ItiO  men, 
not  one  of  whom  was  Tisihle,  bnt  the  orew  of 
the  Henry  was  signiflesntly  given  to  nndar- 
staud,  that  their  f^  aa  soon  as  the  mules  were 
landed,  was  to  be  a  similar  one,  and  that  dead 
men  told  no  tales.  The  Henry  was  then  dia- 
masted,  to  prevent  her  bdng  seen,  her  equip- 
ment  tai  stores  taken  out,  pnt  on  board  a 
Spanish  drogher,  belonging  to  Havana,  and 
preparations  made  for  landing  the  mules;  the 
captain  having  been  twice  hung  vp  by  the 
neok  to  the  yard-arm,  nntU  he  was  senaeleB^ 
beannrf 


and  beoaz 


ntly  derailed,  the  m 


the  mate  broken  by  the  strcAe  of  a  entla■^  and 
the  crew  outraged  and  abused.  Hmily,  how- 
ever, before  the  mules  oould  be  undea,  the 
veasel  waa  discovered  by  the  bo^  of  the 
English  sloop-of-war  leanu,  who  hnmandy 
came  to  their  asdstanoe:  and  onthur^ipraaeh, 
the  pirates  quitted  tbur  prey,  and  abandtM^ 
it.  Not  so  eanly,  however,  did  the  neutral 
inhabitants  of  Onba  quit  their  hold;  after  a 
time  they  oame  off-^Iead  thetr  neutral  rights 
— claim^  the  mnles  as  their  property — uiey 
had  bouKht  them  of  the  piratee---thej  had  [wid 
a  vslaable  consideration— they  had  an  etiuita- 
ble  interest  in  them,  and  demanded  Uteir  de- 
Uvciyl  Ihe  Britistt  eommander  tndignauQy 
took  the  beat  possible  oourse  he  conld  bare 
adopted,  with  a  single  exceotion ;  he  instantly 
ordered  all  the  nolee  to  be  tfiot  upon  the  ded: 
the  exception  referred  to,  i^  that  he  shoold 
have  shot  in  prefarenoe,  uiose  who  demanded 
them.  Ml.  L.  stated,  he  would  not  pnraae  this 
diegnstdng  detail,  bnt  would  leave  it,  after  ob- 
serring,  UuU  l^  for  a  length  of  time,  we  pw 
mitted  atrocities  of  this  kind  to  oontinne  and 
go  nnpunished,  the  multitudiuons  waves  of  the 

ocean  would  not  speedily  eSaoe  the  or " 

wonld  attach  to  our  eacatoheon. 
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He  bad  itaA,  that,  with  the  ezoeptioD  of  the 
third  leotum,  now  propoeed  to  be  Btrioken  oat, 
and  the  flnt.  which  oonttined  no  new  prinol- 
l4«,  he  oonaiderad  flio  bill  as  of  little  Tatu& 

iti.  Tab  Bmni  said  that  the  mbjeot  ander 
ecxiriderataoa  vasjoatljooiidderad  h;  tlie  gen- 
tlemen who  had  apoken  before  him,  as  one  of 
the  ntmoat  importaiiM,  rai^iiriiig  the  prompt, 
nalooB,  and  omdoit  attendon  or  the  Qovern- 
nent.    It  was  (me  in  whioh  a  great  portion  of 


his  immediate  conatitneiitii  from  their  Bitoation 
and  puraoita,  had  a  deep  interest,  and  thinking 
ai^  partook  largely  of  the  general  Bolioitade 
mioh  was  ereiTwhere  felt  in  relation  to  the 
prooeedings  of  Oongresa  in  the  matter.  That 
eireomBtance  must  be  tus  apologj  for  prolonR-' 
ing  a  liif  n«inn  wtuoh  bad  be^  oondac^  with 
BO  mnob  atnlhr.  At  the  oommenoement  of  the 
MaaioD,  thia  snt^eot  waa  referred  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Fordni  Bdations ;  tiiey  had  pven  to 
it  their  earlj  and  aealoni  .attention,  and  the  bill 
on  the  table  wm  the  remit  of  Iheir  delibera- 
taooa.  Althon^  he  mieht  not  be  able  to  ap- 
jMTe  all  ita  proriaona,  he  was  led,  by  inclina- 
tioo  M  well  as  dntj,  to  g^re  them  a  lib^^  and 
eandid  examination — to  aid  in  their  improve- 
ment,  if  that  ahonld  be  in  hia  power,  and  snp- 
port  snob  as  ha  ooold,  oonsistent  with  obllga- 
tiona  of  an  eqnaUj  Imperadve  obaraoter. 

AlthoQgh  the  immediate  qoeation  before  the 
Senate  was  to  strike  oat  the  third  teotion,  an- 
thorld%  in  certain  caaee,  a  blockade  of  the 
porta  of  the  Spanish  Idands  in  the  West  Indies, 
the  diacnanon  had  embraced  the  whole  sabJeoL 
He  thooght  thii  conrae  Jostifiabla,  and  woold 
bimaelf  fcdlow  the  example  which  had  been  set. 

Aa  eartj  aa  the  year  1822,  {draoiea  hi  the  Oolf 
of  Uexioo  and  West  India  aea&  had  arrived  at 
ao  great  a  height.-and  aamimed  a  character  so 
■luTulDft  aa  to  call  for  the  moat  rigorons  exertion 
of  the  OoTcmment  fbr  their  snppression.  Tbe 
call  was  not  made  in  vun.  In  December,  1822 
a  law  waa  passed,  "  anthoriring  an  additional 
naval  force  for  the  snppreesion  of  piracy ;"  mak- 
ing an  ample  ^propriation  for  the  object,  and 
plaoing  the  means  provided  at  the  dispoeal  of 
the  Execotive.  Thoee  means  had  Wn  pat  in 
prompt  and  efibotnal  requisition,  nnder  his  direo- 
tion.  In  Febnarv,  1828,  a  sqnadron,  oonusting 
.  of  aerenteen  Teaseu,  of  diffirent  tdzMj  bcetdea 
bargee,  waa  prepared  for  sea,  and  deapatohed 

ro  the  aerrice  aathorized  bj  the  act,  under 
oommandofthat  most  gallant  and  merito- 
rioos  officer  of  the  navy,  Cwt^  David  Porter, 
TIm  anooeas  which  crowned  the  exertions  of 
Capt.  Porter,  and  the  gallant  men  nnder  his  oom- 
mud,  waa  fresh  in  the  reoolleotion  of  aD.  Al- 
Ibongh  driven  from  the  station  by  pestilence, 
tn  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  sach  had  been 
the  destmetion,  and  snob  the  Impression  made 
on  the  tnrates,  that  Captain  Porter,  in  his  letter 
to  tbe  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  of  Nov.  IS,  182S, 
declared  "  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
existenoe  of  any  piratical  establiahment,  vessel, 
or  boat,  or  a  pirate  afloat  in  the  Vest  Indies 
and  Onlf  at  Mexioo,    That  they  had  all  been 


bnmt,  taken,  destroyed,  and  driven  to  the  shore^ 
where  the  latter  had,  in  most  cases,  been  speed- 
ily oaptored  by  the  local  military."  Ana  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nsw,  in  his  report  to  the  Pres- 
ident, of  the  Ist  of  December,  182B,  whioh  ac- 
companied his  message  to  Oongresd,  stated  that 
"piracy,  as  a  system,  had  been  Buppreeeed  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and 
now  required  only  to  be  watched  by  a  proper 
foroe,  to  be  prevented  from  afBictlnK  commeroa 
any  farther  in  that  qnarter."  Snch  were  the 
results  prodooed  by  the  exertions  made  for  the 
snppression  of  piracy  in  1828.  Let  as  now 
(said  Mr,  V.  B.)  direct  onr  attention,  for  a  few 
momenta,  to  those  of  the  past  year.  The  8e- 
oretary  of  the  Navy,  in  hfa  oommnnication  of 
the  13th  of  January  last,  informs  as,  that  aB 
the  vessels,  making  the  sqaadron  of  1828. 
(except  foor  small  sohoooera,  two  of  which  had 
been  lost,  and  two  abandoned,  aa  nnflt  for  eer- 
vice,)  had  been  tmiformly  employed  in  the 
object,  so  &r  as  their  size,  and  tbe  neces^tv  of 
oooasional  retnms  into  port  for  stores  and  re- 
pairs, wonld  permit ;  that  the  effect  prodooed 
had  alien  fkr  short  of  that  of  the  preceding 
season,  was  most  apparent.  From  toe  month 
of  July  down  to  the  last  acoonnta,  the  horfid 
practice  had  been  gradnally  extending,  and  aa- 
snming  new  fcatnres  of  atrocity,  nntil  it  had 
arrived  at  a  height  not  only  rainons  to  onr  com- 
merce in  those  seas,  bnt,  in  an  nnprecedented 
d^ree,  deetnietive  of  the  lives  of  oar  citizens, 
and  distrening  to  tbe  cause  of  hnmanity. 

To  what  cause,  he  asked,  are  we  to  attribute 
this  nnfortnnate  and  distressing  disparity  in  the 
results  of  the  service  of  the  two  snocessive  sea- 
sons t  He  pnt  the  qneelion,  not  with  a  view  to 
impUcate  any  on&  bnt  to  be  informed,  by  those 
more  capable,  and  who  had  bett«r  means  of  in- 
formation :  to  tbe  end  that,  if  in  the  power  of 
Oongreu,  the  appropriate  remedy  might  be  ap- 
plied. He  knew  too  well,  aodprized  too  highlyj 
the  gallantry,  fortitnde,  and  perseverance,  of 
onr  naval  omcers  and  seamen,  to  believe,  for  a 
moment  that  they  oonld  be  deficient  in  aaj 
thing  which  duty  reqaired  at  their  hands;  and. 
he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty,  from  all  the 
information  before  ns,  to  say  that  there  had 
been  ^honor  or  misconduct  upon  the  part  of 
thoee  to  whose  control  the  force  employed  was 
intrasted.  In  the  oommnnioatioos  made  to 
the  Department  of  State  by  the  commercial 

S«nt8  at  the  Havana,  (Mr,  Bandall  and  Mr. 
onutain,)  and  laid  before  the  Senate  in  pnr- 
snanoe  of  their  call,  the  explanation  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  given.  In  their  several  letters,  from 
July  to  late  in  November,  they  complain  of  the 
withdrawal  of  the  squadron  from  tuat  station. 
They  put  thia  matter  stron^y  before  the  Gor- 
emment :  they  say,  "  that  unce  tbe  spring,  the 
vessels  have  been  dispersed  on  various  services 
remote  from  the  island;  ijiat  they  have  merely 
made  it  a  touching  point,  in  tranuta,  without 
remaining  long  enougn  to  make  any  permanent 
Impreasitm  on  the  system."  They  do  not  qne^ 
titoi,  bnt,  on  the  oontrary,  highly  appland  tbe 
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seal,  enterprise,  ind  oonra^  of  onr  offloera  and 
wameD  sotnally  engaged  in  pnrsnit  of  the  pi- 
rateB,  bnt  attribnte  die  oonrnqnenoe  to  the  diTer- 
mon  of  the  force  to  other  and  inoompatible  ob- 
jects ;  of  which,  the  chief  one,  they  eaj,  is  the 
emploTment  of  the  Temela.  deatined  for  the  aap- 
prewioo  of  piraor,  to  tbo  tranroortotion  of 
sperie  bom  porta  la  the  Golf  of  Mexico  to  the 
Oniud  States.  They  are  very  explidt  on  this 
saUeot,  and  as  he  (Mr.  Yam  Bubms)  had  al- 
readj'  observed,  enreased  thenuelvee  rer; 
Btrongly.  On  ue  other  hand,  Oommodore  Por- 
ter r^elled  the  oomplaintB  wudi  bad  been  made 
to  the  Goremment  bj  meMbanle  and  otbere, 
with  great  force,  attributing  Uie  TeTival  of  vl- 
ra^  to  canses  other  than  those  apoken  of  bj 
Bandall  and  Uoontain.  It  was  not,  ]£r.  Yah 
BuxKT  said,  for  the  Senate  to  dedde  whether 
tJiere  waa  uame  anjiriiere,  or  if  there  was, 
Wlwre  it  Uy.  The  act  of  1883  did  not  (as  ita 
title  wonld  aeem  to  indicate)  confine  the  appro- 
vriaUon  exdnalTelj  to  the  anp^eedon  of  plraoj, 
bnt  motUm  "  for  affording  ^foctnal  protection 
to  toe  dtizeoa  and  oonuneroe  of -the  United 
States,  In  the  Otdf  of  ICexioo  and  the  aeaaaud 
territories  adjacent"  Under  it,  Commodore 
Forter  liad  been  charged  b;  the  Navr  Deport- 
meat,  in  hla  first  lnstniotion&  la  addition  to  tbe 
mppression  of  [dracr,  not  onlj  to  ext«od  hie  a^ 
tentlon  to  the  sappresnon  of  the  alare  trade,  to 
tbe  ejstem  of  privateering  on  our  commeroei 
carried  on  from  Porto  Bioo  and  Porto  OaTello, 
bnt  also  to  the  protection  of  tbe  oonTOf  of 
qieate  from  Vera  Ornz  and  the  Mexican  ooast 
nnerallj  to  the  United  States.  There  waa, 
Mr.  T.  B.  said,  no  oomplaint  fr«m  the  Beparir 
ment,  that  anj  greater  attention  had  been  paid 
to  the  Utter  bruich  of  dnty  than  waa  warrant- 
ed bj  its  inatrnotions. 

But  he  thoDght  there  was  reason  to  appre- 
hend, tJiat  tbe  main  ol^ect,  tbe  eappreesion  of 
piracj,  had  been  Berionaly  aflboted  by  the 
mnltiplication  and  variety,  and  supposed  in- 
oompatibility  of  the  dntiee  be  had  spoken  ot 
He  advanced  this  snggesdonj  however,  witb 
^ffldence.  Sis  ioeiperieoce  m  these  matters 
might  lead  him  into  error — bnt  if  there  waa 
groond  for  ibe  apprehension  be  entert^ed,  he 
respeCtftiHy  snbmitted  whether  measures  ought 
not  now  to  be  taken  lo  prevent  a  reourrenoe  of 
the  evil.  Mr.  Wax  Bcbin  said  be  would  not 
detain  tbe  Senate  longer  on  that  branch  of  the 
snbi'ect,  bnt  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
diiterent  sections  of  the  biU.  [He  then  advert- 
ed to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  anthorizinK  the 
bnilding  of  ten  sloops  of  war,  the  privueges 
given  and  rights  secnred  to  merchant  vessels 
who  should  arm  for  their  own  defence,  and  the 
anthoritr  to  place  on  the  {jonsiou  list  those 
seamen  in  the  merchant  service  who  should  be 
wounded  by  the  pirates,  and  the  widows  or 
children  of  the  auiin,  ezpMning  the  grounda 
on  which  th^  rested,  and  his  ideas  of  their 
propriety.]    These,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  are  all  the 

firovigions  recommended  by  the  oommittee 
ooldng  to  attacks  upon  the  pirates  on  the 
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ocean.  They  are  appropriate,  and,  as  &r  as 
such  measures  can  go,  will  doubtless  be  found 
Buffldent    But  it  is  supposed  tbal  in  oonee- 

Sienoe  of  the  changed  condition  of  tbings  on 
e  island  of  Onba,  other  meaaures,  and  of  a 
different  character,  are  called  for. 

In  1828,  Commodore  Porter  nllimatelf  ro- 
oeived  efficient  ^d  from  the  local  autbOTitiea 
of  the  island.  It  is  now  said,  that  that  ud  baa 
been  withheld  dnring  the  laat  aeason,  and  Uiat, 
instead  thereof  there  has  beoa  criminal  con- 
fedwacr  with  tbe  pirates  on  the  part  of  tbe 
great  body  of  the  limabitantB  of  tbe  idand,  and 
a  participation  in  their  plnnder — tlia^  with  th« 
exception  of  tbe  Captdn  General,  and  some  of 
the  higher  officers,  there  has  not  only  been  a 
total  remissness  on  the  part  of  the  local  antfaori- 
ties  in  the  nee  of  means  for  tbe  detection  and 
destruction  of  the  pirates ;  bnt  that  they  have 
received  countenance  and  prot«ction  from  most 
of  the  officers  of  the  Government  It  is  on  the 
assumption  of  those  positions,  that  tbe  com- 
mittee have  recommended  measnrea  which  an 
intended  to  bear  upon  the  inhabitants  them- 
selvee.  That  theee  measures,  or  others  of  the 
same  tendency,  may  change  the  existing  rela- 
tions between  Spain  and  our  Government^  la 
understood;  and  the  consequent  propriety  of 
looking  well  to  the  facts  on  which  they  are 
predicated,  has  been  duly  appreciated.  Tho 
£xecutiTehas  been  called  npon  for  information. 
He  has  furnished  it.  Of  the  credibility  of  tbe 
Bonroea  from  which  it  is  derived,  we  cannot 
judge;  but  we  are  to  preenme  it  good — tho 
abUity  of  ita  author  is  apparent  The  state- 
ments made  by  Mr.  Bandslj,  and  by  Mr.  Monn- 
tun.  are  full  o^  to  ns,  the  most  distrening,  and 
to  tne  people  and  local  government  of  Cuba, 
discreditable,  and  even  criminal  fbcts.  We 
are  told,  that  there  is  not  the  least  doubt,  that 
many  of  tbe  inhabitants  are  concerned  in  the 
equipment  of  the   vessels  employed  by  the 

Sirates,  and  In  the  participation  of  their  plun- 
er — that  the  moment  a  prize  to  the  pirates  ar- 
rives on  the  coast,  persons  from  the  interior 
throng  to  tbe  root  to  share  in  or  purchase  the 
plunder ;  that  uie  property  soon  finds  its  way 
mto  the  cities,  and  tempts  the  cupidity  of  aU 
by  the  advantage  of  tbe  treasure ;  that  large 
quantities  of  the  plunder  have  been  known 
to  be  introduced  into  HatauEas,  and  pob- 
lidy  sold,  at  prices  which  alone  betray  the 
natnre  of  the  property ;  that  retailers  of  goods 
are  seen  travelling  to  the  coast  witii  pack- 
horses,  for  the  known  purposes  of  pnrchadng 
from  Uie  pirat«a ;  that  this  waa  carried  to  so 
great  an  extent,  that  a  ren>cctable  Englishman, 
who  owned  a  ferry  near  the  city,  informed  Mr. 
Bandall  that  the  retnms  from  his  feny  gave 
certain  indication  when  priiea  were  on  the 
coast,  from  the  nnmber  of  persons  who  resort 
from  Matanzas  to  their  rendezvous ;  that  per- 
sona, known  to  l>e  pirates,  walk  the  streets  of 
that  city  unmolested,  wearins  upon  their  per- 
sons goods  known  to  have  been  obtained  by 
violence.     One  case,  which  ia  mentioned  by 
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Hr.  Tt'nA*T^  wQl  serve  to  Illastrate  in  the  most 
aniking  maimer,  the  extent  of  this  evil.  A 
lu^  Bnm  of  monej  in  donbloons,  irhicli  had 
iMcn  phmdered  from  a  Boston  vessel,  had  been 
traoed  to  the  village  of  Segla.  The  Oaptuu 
G«ineral  wm  informed  of  the  bet,  and  h&  aid 
asked  for  its  recovery.  Bavins  caused  Ingniry 
to  be  mnda,  he  sent  for  the  ou^mwit,  and  in- 
fivmed  him  that  he  feared  all  fi^la  would  be 
implioated  in  tlie  robbery,  and  that,  in  the  then 
distnrbed  and  oritdoal  condition  of  the  island, 
lie  dared  not  pnah  the  investigation  f^irther. 
And,  to  nve  oonntenanoe  to  the  practices 
ennmenteo,  vre  are  told  that  men  of  reeponnbil- 
Hj  on  tlie  island,  openly  jnstii^  the  ocmdoot  of 
the  pirstea,  making  it  a  poUtdoal  qnesUon,  and 
nrging  the  oommiarion  of  what  they  call  tdiDilar 
mictices  of  the  Amerioans,  in  otqitaring  Span- 
uh  pnqier^,  imder  the  SoDth  American  flag. 
To  redren  uuwe  atrodons  disorders,  freqnent 
and  anavailing  applications  have  been  made  to 
Om  local  government.  Oircamstantial  and 
vell-aathenticated  accwmts  of  them  have  been 
npeatedly  I^d  before  the  Government  of  Spain 
ij  onr  Uinister  at  that  oonrt,  and  tiie  attentive 
oc  the  Spanish  Government  to  the  snljeot, 
solidted  with  mnch  eloqnenoe  and  great  foroe. 
n>e  ^peal  thereto  has  been  made  rnvrin;  on 
ttw  oontmr,  an  ttie  indications  we  can  derive 
fr(Hn  the  doonmantJ^  of  the  dispodtion  of  the 
Spuddi  marine,' are  of  a  character  evincing  an 
indiqNMBtion  to  ud  In  the  destmction  of  the 
{dratesi  A  Spanish  brig  of  war  boarded  a 
piratical  tcsb^  in  the  neighborhood  of  Onba, 
reoeired  presents  from,  and  exchanged  civilities 
with  ber,  and  soffered  her  to  pass,  on  being  in- 
tarauA  by  the  pirate  that  ne  cruised  only 
■g«iiii^  the  enemies  of  ^)ain.  In  another 
ease,  a  Spanish  vessel  of  war  was  laying  in 
'**-*-"■*-  when  the  American  brig  Indn^ry, 
from  Baltimores  was  attacked  by  pintt«a  in  the 
harbor,  withont  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
G^wmiard,  aHhoagh  the  attadc  was  well  known 
at  MatawTas  at  the  time  of  it. 

It  ia  fh)m  these  and  other  facts,  established 
by  Hie  documents  on  oar  tables,  said  Mr.  V.  B., 
^at  the  committee  have  drawn  the  strong  in- 
fnenoe  of  a  participation  in  the  gniH  of  the 
jdratea  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Onba 
-^emiameas,  if  not  enooare«einent,  on  the  part 
of  the  local  ffovemmant,  and  a  total  disregard 
of  our  oomphunt  on  the  part  of  Spain.  In  bis 
Jodfmentj  tne  committee  were  well  warranted 
m  ue  opmion  they  had  fonned  and  exprused. 
The  case  was  one  which  be  thonght  called  for 
the  exercise  of  tfaft  best  means  at  the  disposal 
of  Qie  Government.  That  the  extermination 
ef  those  atrocious  robbers  was  dne  to  the 
character  of  the  oonntry,  to  the  oanse  of 
hnmanitr,  and  to  the  ri^ts  and  injuries  of  our 
oppressed  citizens,  was  a  sentiment  in  which 
an  oononrred.  We  have,  said  he,  tlie  phydoal 
power  to  efltet  it — we  have  the  moral  power, 
—that  is,  the  right  to  do  it,  and  the  doty  of  its 
aooom^Munent  rests  npon  ns.  If  they^fibred, 
it  oonld  only  be  as  to  the  means  to  be  employed. 


and  the  manner  of  their  application.  On  that 
sabject  he  wonld  sabmit  his  ideas  witii  freedom, 
bot  with  diffidence,  and  with  an  entire  willing- 
ness to  yield  to  the  views  of  those  who  were 
better  able  to  jadge.  The  Execntive,  in  his 
message,  had  auffgested  three  eipedienU,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  otner  and  nndispnted  provisions 
of  the  bill,  viz^  "  the  pnrsnit  of  the  offenders  to 
the  settled  as  well  as  nnsettied  part  of  the 
island,  reprisals  on  the  property  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  a  blockade  of  the  island  from  wbii^ 
the  pirates  issned."  The  committee  had  adopt- 
ed the  first  and  last  only. 

Mr.  Y.  B.  said  he  complied  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  professing  to  rive  the  right 
of  pnrsnit,  becanse  it  fell  short  of  what  it  onght 
to  be,  and  he  was  constrained,  by  obligations 
of  the  most  imperative  character,  to  oppose 
that  which  antborizes  a  blockade  of  the  Spanish 
ports,  as  wholly  unwsrrantable.  He  would 
state  the  gronnds  on  which  his  objection  rested. 
The  section  confines  the  rifi;bt  to  laud  and  cap- 
tare  the  pirates^  to  cases  oi^fTwA  pw»ui^  That 
right  axiBted  to  the  foil  extent^  by  the  law  (tf 
n^<HU,  to  wMoh  it  was  professed  to  be  ^ven 
by  the  Ull,  ezoept,  periisps,  the  alternative  of 
brining  the  pirates  to  this  conntry  for  trial, 
if  they  were  oqitored  in  the  inhabited  parts  m 
the  Spanish  territory.  That  sach,  too,  was  Qm 
opinion  of  onr  Goveinmenl^  wonld  be  seen  on 
a  reference  to  the  ioBtniotions  given  to  Oaptain 
Porter  by  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Bnt  a  slight  consideration  of  the  saljeot  was 
neoeesaiy  to  show  that  that  opinion  was  well 
foonded.  Although  pirates  are  not  regarded 
as  wemies  in  the  sense  in  which  we  speak  of 
the  pnblic  wars  of  belligerents  and  ucntrals, 
still,  the  infbremoee  which  have  been  drawn  by 
the  former  Secretarr,  by  analogy  to  the  rights 
of  a  belligerent  to  follow  his  enemy  in  certain 
cases.  Into  a  neutral  port  or  country,  are  found- 
ed in  reason  snd  good  sense.  That  a  t>elligerent 
has  a  right  so  to  follow  his  enemy,  is  oert^n, 
bnt  in  what  case  can  be  (without  fanlt  on  the 
part  of  the  nentral)  alone  exercise  this  right — 
it  is  In  case  of  eager  pursnit,  on  account  of 
some  oonfiict  or  violence  which  has  preceded 
and  which  is  followed  np,  whilst  the  matter  Is 
wann.  Otherwise,  he  lias  no  right  to  seek  his 
enemy  In  the  porter  country  of  nis  friend.  So. 
too,  in  regard  to  pirates,  if  a  vessel  is  attacked 
by  them,  and  In  Its  defence,  or  i^  knowing 
them  to  be  such,  and  in  a  lawful  attempt  to 
arrest  them,  they  fly  anywhere,  by  land  or 
water,  you  have  a  right  to  pursue  them.  If 
ibat  pursoit  was  continned  into  the  Thames,  to 
the  city  of  London,  even  to  Westminster  Hall 
itself  the  act  of  the  pnrBuer  would  not  give 
Just  oanse  of  oompldnt  to  the  Government 
whose  territory  was  so  Invaded.  The  motive 
and  the  object  were  laudable,  and  no  ofienos 
or  ii^ary  being  intended,  none  wonld  be  con- 
sldeied  as  done.  The  truth  and  iustioe  of  this 
position,  he  said,  might  be  iUustrated  by 
&ndliar  allusion  to  the  personal  rights  of  in- 
dividuals, and  he  made  them.    Iliflre  is,  there* 
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ibre,  no  donbt,  sdd  Mr.  T.  B.,  that,  if  our  vee- 
eeb  come  in  contaot  with  the  pi»tea  at  eea,  and 
th^  flj,  the  right  of  pnrndt  to  the  laud,  wttled 
or  unsettled,  attschee,  and  the  bill  upon  the 
table  gave  no  more.  It  vae  moat  OTident  that, 
nnleu  Spain  oonld  be  indnoed  to  interfere,  or 
the  mischief  in  some  other  form  repreeeed,  a 
ftaither  anthoril7  to  our  foroes  wonld  become 
indtapensable — ^e  anthority  to  land  on  the 
island  in  search  of  pirates,  to  ezecise  mnnicipal 
anthority  there,  to  wrest  the  sword  of  Jnsboe 
from  the  hands  of  those  who  were  unable  or 
nuwiUing  to  wield  it  for  the  ends  of  Jnstioe. 
He  wonld  mre  the  ri^t  to  the  Fresiaent,  to 
authorize  tne  exercise  of  snob  powers,  niulet 
tli«  oircamstanoeB  he  wonld  thereafter  state. 

Ur.  Vui  BiTBiK  said  that  the  views  he  had 
tiins  iai  taken  of  the  subject,  broo^t  him  to 
the  oondderatdon  of  the  immediate  qnestion 
before  the  Sonatej  the  motion  made  bj  the 
genHoman  from  Vupnia  to  stiike  out  the  third 
section,  which  anthorizea  the  blockade  of  the 
Spanish  ports  upon  t^e  establishment  of  certain 
Cacte.  Mr.  V.  B.  s^d  he  folly  concurred  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  made  the 
motion,  in  oonMaering  the  measure  the  section 
emitemplMed  as  utterly  unwarrantable  by  the 
law  of  nation^  and  fif  that  view  of  tt  oodd  be 
entertained)  wholly  inexpedient  Ur.  Y.  B. 
said  that  the  two  ((entlemen  of  the  oommittee 
who  had  preceded  him,  and  the  gentleman 
fr^m  Uaesaehusette,  who  had  last  adareased  the 
Ohair,  Ur.  I^atd,  had  att«mpted  to  support 
the  measure  on  Tariona,  bnt  in  Mr.  Yah 
BuBiii'a  opinion,  untenable  grounds.  The  gen- 
tleman last  up  hod  endeavored  to  do  it  in  part 
on  Uie  acore  of  the  antliori^  derived  ftom  the 
recommendation  of  the  ^ecntiv^  inferring 
from  thence  the  opinion  of  his  cabinet,  com- 
posed, as  it  undonbtedly  was,  of  men  of  learning 
and  talents,  in  favor  of  the  fitness  of  snthoriz- 
ing  of  blockadee  under  the  ciroomatanoes  con- 
templated by  the  biU.  The  first  we  bear  of  the 
measure  is  from  our  agent  at  Havana ;  the  next 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ac- 
oompanymg  the  Preddent's  Message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  aa  eipuuned  by 
the  Secretary  in  bis  letter  to  the  Ohairman  of 
onr  Havsl  Committee ;  and,  lastly,  in  the  aug- 
gestion  of  the  Freddont  in  his  late  message  to 
the  Senate. 

Hr.  Yak  Busmr  said  that  he  had  reason  to 
doubt  the  correctneas  of  the  inference  of  the 
honorable  gentleman ;  that  he  had  accidentally 


as  the  one  who  had  spent  a  K'^t  portion  of 
his  life  in  the  stndy  of  Orotios,  Fnfiendor^  and 
YatteL  and  other  writers  on  national  law,  was 
not  of  the  opinion  (opposed.  But,  waiving 
farther  remark  on  that  bead^  what,  sud  Ur. 
Y.  B.,  is  the  riKht  of  blockade  t  It  is,  said  he, 
one  of  the  bigneet  acts  of  sovereignty  which 
the  law  of  nations  allows  to  a  belligerent,  and, 
however  well  established  the  right  is,  its  exer- 


cise is  imiversally  otaioeded  to  be  most  harsh 
and  oppressive  in  its  operation  npon  the  rights 
of  third  parUes  of  any  that  is  contuned  in  the 
code.  By  it  a  belligerent  ext^ids  the  hardships 
and  sacrlnoee  of  war,  from  the  paitiee  concerned 
to  their  nentrsl  friends,  by  interrupting  their  ao- 
ouatomed  and  otherwise  lawful  oommeroe.  Ee 
does  this  when  and  where,  on  the  coast  of  his 
enemy,  he  pleases,  and  to  any  extent  his  pas- 
dona  or  anppoeed  interests  dictste,  and  his 
means  can  aocomplish ;  all  othera  must  anbmit 
to  it  under  heavy  and  well-defined  penalties. 

It  is  a  right  of  war,  and  it  ia  in  thne  of  war 
only  that  it  ia,  or  ever  waa  allowed  by  the  law 
(tf  nations  No  fnatanoe  in  which  it  was  other* 
wise  exerdaed,  or  tJie  right  to  exercise  it 
claimed,  la  to  be  foond  in  the  books.  Tliis  is 
conceded.  The  recent  blockade  of  Cadiz  by  the 
French,  stands  upon  war  ground.  Thatniatter 
haa  becoi  demonatrated  by  the  gentlemso  from 
Yirginia,  in  the  lucid  argument  he  sabmitted 
the  other  day.  War  eiiirted  between  France, 
as  the  ally  of  Spain,  and  that  portion  of  Bpain 
embraced  by  the  blockade.  If  it  did  not,  the 
blockade  waa  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations. 
Ur.  Y.  B.  said  he  was,  moreoyer,  indisposed, 
in  any  view  of  the  subject,  to  refer  to  acts  coia> 
mitted  in  a  war  waged  for  the  destruction  <i 
the  hberties  of  one  nation  for  evidence  of  the 
rights  of  others.  Are  we,  inqnired  Ur.  Vat 
BuKEir,  at  war  with  Sptun  ?  Certainly  not.  Is 
it  the  design  of  the  committee  tliat  the  pasuge 
of  the  bill  and  the  exercise  of  this  power,  under 
it,  ia  to  put  us  in  that  condition  ?  The  gentle- 
men say  no.  What  then,  he  asked,  are  ve 
about  to  do  I  To  exercise,  in  a  state  of  peaeiw 
a  measure  which  b  only  allowable  in  a  atate  « 
war.  When  it  waa  admitted,  aaid  Ur.  Y.  B.. 
that  the  section  contemplated  a  measore  not 
authorized  by  the  law  of  nations,  he  hoped 
that,  in  thia  country  at  least,  no  further  ail- 
ment oould  be  necessary  to  dissuade  from  its 
adoption.  Snch,  however,  appeared  not  to  lie 
the  case.  We  are  told  that  the  Govemnients 
whose  trade  will  be  affected  by  this  bockadt 
will  not  complEun,  because  it  is  necessary  and 
proper  to  aecore  the  anppression  of  piracy,  and 
because  the  interests  of  all  nations  are  thereby 
promoted. 

But  why  is  It  that  we  condder  proceeding 
against  the  inhabitants  of  Cuba  proper?  It  is 
on  the  ground  of  their  participation  m  the  guilt 
of  the  pirates.  Of  that  we  judge  from  infcr- 
mation,  which  we  have ;  bnt  which  thei  m^ 
not  have.  We  judge  of  it  nnder  the  influawe 
of  feelings  exoit«d  by  8ccumnlat«d  iojuriai; 
they  are  not  entirely  so  dtoated — ^what  ia  satia- 
factory  to  us  may  not  be  so  to  them,  and  nnlas 
it  be  so,  we  have  no  teaacm  to  count  on  their 
acquiescence.  If  we  had,  still  we  would  not 
stand  Justified  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  to  at- 
tempt so  flagrantaninterpolation  in  the  national 
"  "ley  do  not  acquiesce,  then  comes  the 
emphatioal^  asked  by  hia  honorable 
1  Yu^ia,  Qix.  Tazxwxll,)  how  will 


code.    If  they  do  not  aoqnlef 

Question  so  en"^"""" — '^ 
riend  from  "V-^, ,  ^ „ 

yon  enfbroe  your  blockade  I    Fm  Tiolatioiufflf 
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■ttenrotad  Tidatioiis  of  a  lawfbl  blockade,  Hm 
law  KStuOooH  aotboruee  the  blockading  povrat 
to  aaptare  and  confiecato  the  property  of  the 
MotnL  This  k  on  the  principle  that  hj  the 
■d  the  neotral  takes  part  with  the  enemy 
in  fbndahing  hka  with  the  means  either  of 
nbnatanoe^  eecape,  or  intbimation ;  and  the 
measare  of  panialunent  for  each  interfereaoe, 
ia  wliat  he  had  stated.  QoeUiions  of  priae,  or 
M  priK,  ai«  to  be  decoded  by  the  lav  of 
Ditioiis,  snt^eot  to  treaties.  By  that  law  it  is 
WHioeded  that  ooodeautstion  for  a  vkilatioa  of 
(Doh  a  Uookade  aa  t^  would  not  be  allowed. 
The  r%ht  ia  not  giTen  by  &e  act  Why  not  t 
BBosose  there  is  no  anthority  or  precedent  for 
it  Are  not  genHemeo,  he  aakeo^  aware,  that, 
brihni  abandoninff  the  means  of  enfbroiog  a 
Uookide,  they  admit,  BDbatantially,  the  iUecal- 
ityttfthemeaaaret  But  we  are  told,  said  Mr. 
V.  B^  by  the  honorable  oh^rman,  that  he  oon- 
templates  a  resort  to  foroe,  and  to  force  only, 
to  eofttree  the  blookade.  What  will  be  the  in- 
entiUe  cooaeqaeooe!    A  EVench  or  Endish 


Jies  a  port  yon  hare  block- 
_  d  off— denjing  yonr  anthor- 
i^,  M  she  well  may,  she  keep*  on.  Ton  fire 
inlo  her,  day  her  crew,  and  sink  her  Teasels, 
~'  "  r  m*tt  ietwttn  j/m  and  " 


nsBcL  or  the  TSteel  of  any  other  natioQ  trying 

wittCul  '  

~  e  is  warned  off— denj 
le  well  may,  she  kee] 

dar  her  crew,  and  e 

_ ,.        %d^ 

^oA  lAs  bthngt.    Ton  thus  pS  it  in  the 

Swer,  said  iti.  Y.  B.,  nay,  yon  make  it  the 
ty  <k  yonr  officers  on  that  station  to  inTOlve 
TOQ  in  eabarraeameiita  and  war  almost  withoot 

Ibdificsdons  of  thesMasDre  bare  been  spoken 
of  to-day,  so  aa  to  confine  it  to  Spanish  oom- 
raerce.  Ton  cannot  do  it  without  involving 
joncselTee  in  the  atsertton  of  another  e^nally 
mtenahle  righ^  t^  ri^t  (^  search,  in  time  of 
pHMs  of  Tenelaoarrying  on  a  lawful  trade.  In 
■ny  point  of  Tiew,  Uierefbre,  the  measoie  is 
ilmTised,  and  should  no  longer  be  perristed 
ia.  It  is  to  be  r^retted  that  it  has  obt^ed 
w  &c— it  may  hereafter  be  brongfat  in  jndg- 
Qeat  sgunet  as.  We  have  interests  as  well  as 
duncter  involved  in  the  question.  In  the 
nra  which' have  harett^ore  ravaged  Europe, 
re  have  oocnpted  a  neutral  station, — onr  sitoa- 
tkm,  the  tendency  of  our  GoTemment,  and  the 
temper  of  our  people,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
ttntinne  ns  in  the  oonrse  we  hare  hitherto  so 
iriiety  and  so  hmpily  pnrsaed.  The  iDt«resta 
(f  the  neatral,  therefore,  seem  emphatioally 
oar  interaeta,  and  we  shonld  be  eamid  how 
Te  tuoper  with  them.  We  know  well  that 
thii  rig^t  of  blockade  is  cherished  and  rained 
bj  onr  great  maritime  rival,  t«  the  firmest 
(hirter  of  her  naval  pre-enunence — a  right 
*Mch  slie  has  always  manifeited  a  wiah  to  en- 
1*1^  and  which  we,  in  conjnnctdon  with  other 
BstuNu  interested  in  the  freedom  of  the  seas, 
uto  (tmgsled  to  ooo&ie  t«  its  ancient  limits. 
Kr.  V.  B.  had  said  that  we  had  eharaotor  in- 
Ttdved  in  this  qnestioD ;  what  we  had  said  and 
«one  on  this  anbject  was  before  the  world — 
wr  li^t  had  not  been  hid.    We  had,  he  said, 


principle  to  maintain,  which  it  had  been  onr 
pride  to  sapport,  and  which  we  dionld  be 
ashamed  to  abandon.  Allnsion  had  been  made, 
and  jiroperly  made,  by  the  gentleman  fW)m 
Virginiaj  (Mr.  T.,)  to  the  collision  which  had 
existed  m  the  qaeotjon  of  blookade  between 
England  and  this  conntry  at  »a  early  period ; 
and  he  might,  with  eqoal  propriety,  have  re- 
ferred to  others  of  a  later  date.  We  should  4>e 
cantioofl  how  we  exposed  our  conduct  on  oo- 
cadoiu  that  are  onen  to  sn^icion.  Uuch  of 
onr  greatness,  ana  no  small  share  of  onr 
strength,  ae  had  Justly  been  observed,  rested 
on  our  fidelity  to  principle,  and  oontinned 
reverence  and  support  of  the  great  doctrines  of 

Sablic  law  in  oar  interoonrse  with  the  worid. 
[r.  Vj.1T  Busxrr  said  he  would  farther  illostrate 
his  idea  upon  this  sabject  by  a  reference  to  a 
point  of  controversy  between  ns  and  Spain, 
oonneoted  with  the  very  subject  nnder  con- 
sideration. With  no  other  force  than  a  single 
frigate,  a  brig  and  a  schooner,  employed  in 
tranroorting  sopplies  from  Onrracoa  to  Porto 
Oabwo,  die  had  presumed  to  declare  a  block- 
ade of  more  than  twelve  hundred  miles  of  ooast 


idle  pretence  tliat  she  nad  a  right  to  interdict 
trade  with  those  places,  because  the  same  lutd 
heretofore  been  forbidden  by  the  Spsoish  colo- 
nial laws.  On  the  strength  of  these  prinraplen^ 
BO  entirely  Inadmissible,  she  had  issned  cmn- 
missions  at  Porto  Oabello  and  Porto  Rico,  to 


ontrage.  We  have  said  that  the  oi  . 
between  those  privatenv  and  the  bnooaneera 
of  Ouba  was,  that  the  fbrmer  acted  under  a 
eommis^n  to  which  Qie  lattw  made  no  pre- 
tence. On  what  gronnd  have  we  ioae  sol  It 
has  been,  because  the  idea  of  now  enfordng 
the  colonial  laws  of  Spain  was  ridionloas,  and 
that  by  the  law  of  naldons  their  blockade  could 
only  M  1^1  OS  far  as  their  aotnal  force  will 
make  it  eobotual.  Will  the  honorable  chair- 
man inform  me  with  what  foroe  we  can  com- 
plin of  Spun  on  this  inroad  of  the  law  <^ 
nations,  if  we  appropriate  this  solemn  right  of 
war  to  mere  municipal  pnrposea,  with  fbll 
knowledge  that  the  pretence  of  a  right  ao  to 
use  it  is  not  to  be  fonnd  in  that  law ;  and  thal^ 


with  thu  branch  of  the  sobject,  and  would  oon- 
dode  it  by  conjuring  gentlemen  to  be  oantiona 
how  Hiaj  made  inaovationa  in  ibe  pnblic  law, 
and  admonishing  them  that  other  n^ons  mig^i 
hereafter  improve  npon  onr  decision  in  a  form 
which  might  be  the  ocoamon  of  onr  lasting 
regret.  Mr.  V.  B.  said  that  he  wonld  now 
state,  in  a  fbw  words,  what  the  provirioos  wero 
which  he  would  sabstitnte,  for  those  of  the 
bill ;  they  were : 

Ist  Power  to  the  Preddent  to  aothorlie  onr 
foroee  to  land  on  the  isUud  of  C)iib%  la  quit 
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of  the  ^aalbaa,  and  there  ezerciae  all  the  power 
neoessarj  to  thdr  En^prosdon,  of  whioh  he  hod 
ah^adj  qwken, 

Sd.  Power  to  the  Freddent,  on  heing  Batts- 
fled  of  the  faoti  stated  In  the  eection:  or  some 
other  of  a  ehmlar  oharaoter,  to  antnorize  ro' 
prisBlB  upon  the  commerce  and  propertr  of  the 
fnhflbitanU  of  flie  island,  or  by  waj  of  con- 
tribntion  on  the  places,  paitioipating  in  the 

{iratical  acts  npon  oar  oommerce,  or  botb,  or 
1  snch  other  form  aa  those  more  acquainted 
with  the  matter  should  preecribe.  He  would 
pve  this  power  to  the  Piwddent  now,  becanse 
Congress  most  adjourn  in  a  few  days,  not  to 
meet  again  in  nine  months,  and  becanae,  during 
that  period,  the  ezercise  of  sach  a  power  nught 
become  indispensable,  and  he  would  leave  that 
qnestioa  to  tne  discretion  of  the  Ezeoative,  by 
whom,  he  had  no  doubt,  it  would  he  wisely  and 
safely  exeroised. 

In  that  exercise,  he  had  no  doubt  ereiy  thin^ 
belonging  to  the  snblect  would  be  regarded, 
and  In  connectdon  witn  that  part  of  the  SQbiect' 
he  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  what, 
in  his  humble  opinion,  might  m  done  with 
profit  and  propriety,  by  the  Exeontiv^  pro- 
Tions  to  the  exercise  of  the  strong  power  with 
which  Oongress  would  clothe  him.  There 
vaa.  said  Mr.  Yah  Bubxn,  not  only  something 
In  the  nature  of  the  crime  we  seek  to  suppress, 
bnt  in  the  place  where  onr  power  is  to  be  exer- 
cised, whicn  not  only  authorize  us  io  ask,  but 
may  perhaps  be  deemed  sufficient  to  require, 
that  we  should  aak  the  oo-operation  of  some, 
at  least,  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  From 
the  present  condition  of  Spain,  depressed  aa  she 
has  been  by  her  foreisu  and  domestio  wars, 
and  pressed  almost  to  wa  earth  by  her  late  in- 
glonous  oonfliot  with  her  own  sabjeota,  the 
question  of  her  ability  to  TnaintjiiTi  her  power 
ill  the  island  of  Cuba  had  for  some  years  been 
entertiuned.  It  was  now,  he  sud,  well  known, 
that  that  circumatano&  added  to  the  extreme 
importance  of  the  idand  to  several  of  the  powers 
of  Europe,  and  particularly  to  this  comitry, 
had  ^veu  rise  to  much  jealousy  among  those 
nations  in  regard  to  it.  Bomors  of  oesdona, 
and  apprehension  of  cesdona,  had  been  &o- 
quently  heard  and  entert^ed.  Such  was  the 
jealoosy  of  the  inhabitants  themselves  npon  the 
sntject,  that  when  Captain  Porter  last  arrived, 
orders  were  understood  to  have  been  i^ven, 
refusing  the  admission  of  his  squadron  into 
their  ports,  avowing,  as  the  reason,  their  ap- 
prehension that  his  object  was  conquest.  That 
■was,  however,  explained  by  the  present  Cap- 
tain-General, who  knew,  wid  was  o^Hihle  of 
e|ipreciating  onr  motives. 

Is  there  not  reason  to  apprehend  that,  if^ 
wttitont  con  saltation  with  England  and  France, 
the  measures  necessary  to  the  entire  extinction 
of  this  abhorred  race,  (on  the  assmnption  that 
Bp^n  will  do  nothing,)  may  excite  jealonsiea 
on  the  part  of  the  Qovemments  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  that  may  lead  to  unpleasant  embar- 
raumenta;  and  la  there  not,  on  the  contrary. 


every  reason  to  hope  that  on  ^plication  titad« 
to  them,  they  would  cordially  concur  in  unit- 
ing their  exertions  with  our  own,  in  a  causa 
in  which  th^  interest  and  ours  are  identified  1 
In  conjunction  with  them,  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment might  be  addressed  in  a  manner  which 
could  not  fail  of  its  effect.  She  mi^t  be  told 
that  she  owed  it  to  the  world  to  sapprees  tlus 
odious  practice ;  that  her  delinquency  was  pal- 

C'  le — that,  if  she  desired  its  snppres^on,  and 
Aot  the  means  to  effect  it,  she  ought  to  sv 
BO,  and  to  consent  to  the  ooonpatJou  of  snch 
parts  of  her  islands  as  were  necessary  to  thai 
end.  If  she  sijll  refnsed,  the  neoessarj  means 
might  be  used  by  the  powers  of  which  he  had 
Bp^en,  and  a  final  end  would  be  put  to  piracy. 
We  have,  said  Ur.  T.  B.,  a  right  to  count  on 
their  ready  and  zealous  co-operalion,  Bot  M, 
contrary  to  all  expectations,  ttiey  ehoold  reAis& 
then  the  Executive  could  exerdse  the  additional 
powers  with  which  yon  invest  him.  To  make 
these  ezplaoations,  some  loi^r  time  might  b* 
required  than  to  obtdn  the  evidence  uecesaair 
to  authorize  this  blockade — bnt  there  woola 
be  time  enough. 

In  the  mean  tima  our  forces  in  thoee  seas 
would  not  be  idle— they  would  act  with  all  tiia 
means  and  authori^  tiiey  had  in  1828 — and  i£ 
after  takin^suoh  steps,  the  Execntive  shouM 
authorize  ifluures,  wsiiJi  it  is  conceded  mi^t^ 
and  probably  would,  lead  to  a  war  with  S^tSxi 
— the  nation  would  support  and  all  the  worid 
approve  our  course. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Batdk, 

The  Benate  then  a^onmed. 

TmsDAT,  Februarr  1. 

The  Senate  agun  proceeded  to  the  oonndw- 
ation  of  the  bill  for  the  soppreeaion  of  piracy 
in  the  West  Indies ;  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  third  section,  (which  anthoriiea  a  blockade 
of  the  ports  of  Oaha,  under  certain  oironm- 
stanceaj  being  still  pending. 

Mr.  Hatbb,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  rose,  and  said, 
that,  as  he  could  not  entirely  concur  in  the 
views  which  had  been  taken  of  tfaia  sutgect  by 
either  of  the  gentiemen  who  had  spoken,  he 
would  ask  the  Indalgenoe  of  the  Senate  in  stat- 
ing the  priuciplee  on  which  he  was  dispoaed  to 
act  in  tlie  suppreedon  of  piracy.  When  this 
question  of  Uoekade  was  first  suggested,  Hr,  E. 
confessed  that  it  had  excited  scraples  in  bia 
mind,  in  respect  to  the  principles  which  it 
seemed  to  involve,  and  these  scnqiles  bad  cer- 
tainly not  been  diminished  by  the  learned  and 
ingenious  arguments  of  the  genUeman  frmn 
Vir^nia,  (Mr.  Tazbwxll.)  He  was  ctHistruned 
to  confess,  that  the  magic  wand  of  that  gentle- 
man's eloquence,  by  wmch  he  gave,  at  pleasure^ 
any  form  or  hne  to  the  su^ects  which  be 
touched,  had  exerted  its  inlluenca  on  bis  mind 
and  his  feelings.  A  more  deliberate  examina- 
tion of  the  sabject,  however,  had  dispelled  the 
charm,  and  convinoed  him  that  the  proposed 
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B^gfrttnotK^  Piraqi, 


mMKim  iwoohed  no  Merifiet  ofprineipU,  and 
tiwii^  withont  oertain  modifloatiiHia,  (which 
Mr.  H.  Mid  b»  wodM  take  the  libra^  of  sog- 
gestiiig,)  he  ooold  not  brliu:  his  wiaa  to  w'~ 
for  dko  olanae,  yet  he  ^oud  be  influenced 
liii  vote  hj  oonriderationB  entire!;  diSbrent 
from  Qmu  which  had  been  urged.  He  had  no 
nniplea  whatever  on  the  BaUeot  of  a  blockade 
of  the  porta  of  Onba,  when  t^e  oaee  ahotdd  oo- 
enr  whioh  ahonid,  in  hia  opinion,  make  that 
measara  indispenaablj  neoeaBarr  for  the  mp- 
pMdon  of  pirao;'.  He  wonld  endaavor,  aa 
briefly  as  he  oould,  to  put  the  question  on  what 
q^wued  to  him  to  be  the  tnie  gronnd;  " 
pmmd  on  wUob  wenu^not  adj  safelj  _. 
now,  but  on  which  we  might  proceed  In  aU  onr 
fntare  meaaorea  on  this  aabjeot  The  qnestion 
ii  (me  of  Booh  TUt  Importance,  involying,  to  ao 
larre  an  extent^  the  propeiiy  and  lives  of  our 
HloW'-oitiseai^  and  tonobing  so  closely  the 
laaor  ot  Uta  oaaBtrr,  tiiat  it  ooold  not  com- 
mand too  nmoh  ot  the  time  nnd  attention  of 
the  Soiate,  or  receive  too  thorough  an  inveeti- 
ption.  He  ahoold,  after  the  example  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  preceded  him,  consider  the 
whtria  bill  as  open  for  discnsaion,  and  shonld 
thetc£ve  present  bis  views  of  the  aeveral  meas- 
nras  it  proposee,  snd  endeavor  to  show  their 
relative  importanoe  in  the  aocompHabment  of 
file  great  omeot  which  we  all  have  in  view — 
Ibe  sappTCMEim  of  the  atxodons  crime  of  pira- 
(T.  w.  E.  Bwd  he  wonld  begin  with  the  ques- 
uoa  vf  bloekade.  The  honorable  genUnnan 
from  Tui^nia,  ptr.  Tazkwxll,)  who  bad  moved 
{•(trikeoat  that  feature  in  Qie  bill,  bad  told 
M  ampbatioally  that  it  was  a  meaiure  of  wtr; 
wliile  bis  o(dleagne,  the  Ohidrman  of  the  Oom- 
mittae  of  Fordgn  Helation&  (Ur.  Husoub,)  in- 
Mts  tliat  it  ia  a  mtatvirt  i/jwim— peaoeful  in 
lb  eharacter,  aa  well  aa  in  its  otnects.  The 
dnntctv  of  the  measore  eeetns  to  De  the  only 
print  in  ieme,  between  tlie  friends  and  oppo- 
SBtta  of  the  bin.  Bnt,  dr,  aaid  Mr.  H.,  I  will 
nbmit  that  this  is  not  the  true  qnestion ;  the 
nwita  of  the  particnlsr  proposition  cannot  de- 
pand  on  the  name  by  which  it  may  be  called. 
If  the  Uockade  of  the  ports  of  the  island  of 
Oiha  be  the  only  means  of  affording  to  the 
aonraene  of  the  United  Statu  that  protection 
witieh  it  has  a  right  to  reoeive  at  yonr  hands; 
if  the  moiutrona  and  desolating  crime  of  pira- 
n  cnnot  otherwise  be  efFeatnally  suppressed ; 
then  Mm  meaanre  becomes  Just  md  necessaiy, 
nd  must  1m  resorted  to  whether  it  be  a  meas- 
ne  of  peaee  or  of  war.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginu  oeems  to  tske  it  fbr  granted  that,  when 
be  proves  that  a  idookade  is  a  belligereiU  meas- 
ara, he  faaa  proved  enough,  and  that  It  follow^ 
■■  a  matter  of  oonrse^  that  it  is  inan>edimit  and 
n^nst;  najN  that  it  will  even  impw  the  moral 
flharactOT  «  the  Oovemment  and  the  people  of 
tbe  United  States. 

I  am  dinMMcd,  add  Mr.  H.,  finely  to  adndt 
AaL  aeeoroing  to  my  view  of  the  snlject,  a 
*^'~       ''a  is  an  act  of  war.    Bnt  I  feel  myself 


Eroporation,  lud  down  with  ao  mnch  emphasis 
y  the  gentleman  &om  Tir^nnia,  thst  "  a  block- 
ade acts  not  npon  the  gauty,  hot  only  on  Uie 
innocent"  If  snch  waa  the  bet,  the  right  of 
blockade  wonld  never  have  been  conceded  to 
belligerents,  nor  wonld  the  high  authorities  to 
wbioh  the  gentleman  had  wp^Ied,  the  learned 
writera  on  the  law  of  natfons,  (whom  lb,  'S. 
admitted  to  be  worthy  of  the  enoominins  that 
had  been  bestowed  npon  them,)  have  ^ven 
their  sanction  to  a  practice  which  did  not  act 
npon  "  the  guilty  otUigermut,''^  bnt  on^  on 
"  wujfmdinff  n«utralt."  It  may  be  tme,  that 
a  state  of  war  acts  efficaciously  on  yonr  own 
dtbena,  by  prohibiting  all  interoonrse  with  the 
enemy,  under  the  penutiee  of  treason,  and  tJiat 
a  blockade  of  the  ports  of  that  enemy  would 
add  no  Mgher  aanctlon  to  the  prohibition.  But 
how  is  it  with  the  power  whose  ports  t~' 


yon  blockade  her  ports,  you  cut  off  the  whole 
of  her  trade.  Neutrals,  It  Is  true,  must  also  be 
afiected ;  bnt  the  effect  upon  them  Is  altogether 
inddontal,  and  consequential,  and  it  Is  softered 
oijy  because  the  belligerent  cannot  otherwise 
destroy  the  trade  of  Us  enemy.  Look  at  the 
practical  operation  of  the  Uockade  prc^osed  by 
this  bill !  Is  it  tme  that  it  wonld  have  no  effect 
utwn  Otiba,  "the  guilty  party,"  bnt  only  ^ 
toe  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,) 
"  on  the  innocent  and  unoffending  neutrals  t " 
It  is  true  that  a  blockade  wonld,  of  neoesdty, 
out  off  some  of  onr  trade  with  Cuba,  as  well  as 
that  of  Frsnce,  England,  Bostda,  Holland,  and 
the  other  nations  of  the  earth.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  you  wonld  deprive  Ouba  of  her 
trade  with  ul  the  world,  and  would  therefore 
affect  ber  to  at  least  ten  timea  the  amount  that 
yon  would  affect  any  other  power.  The  object 
of  the  blockade,  then,  is  directly  to  affect  Onba, 
and  it  is  no  ot^ection  to  the  pn^KMition,  (pro- 
vided the  measure  be  in  itself  jwt  and  neoes- 
sarv,)  that  it  must  also  operate  against  neutrala 
lairing  blockade^  then,  to  bo  an  act  <>f  tvor, 
*  t  is  the  true  qneetion  wliich  wa  are  called 
.  I  to  decade  )  It  is,  whether  such  a  measnre 
is  called  fbr  by  the  oironmstanoes  of  our  pres- 
ent mtustitm.  But  here  it  is  objected  that,  if 
this  blockade  be  an  act  of  war,  it  must  be  pre- 
ceded I)y  a  formal  declaration  of  war  a^unst 
gpuiL  and  be  fbllowed  by  general  hostalitiee. 
But  this  does  not  appear  to  my  mln^  said  iSr. 
H.,  to  be  absolutely  necessary.  And  here  I  will 
(mggeet  a  distanotion  between  an  act  of  war  and 
gweral  hcetdlitiea.  No  one  can  doubt  that,  to 
maroli  an  army  into  an  adjoining  territory,  to 
attack  and  capture  a  town,  is  an  act  of  war, 
Duriug  the  dege  or  investment  you  wonld  claim 
and  lawitaOy  ezerdse  all  the  rights  of  war,  and 
yet  sodh  a  capture  ndgbt,  under  certain  dnnun- 
stanoea,  be  lawfully  made,  withont  a  declara- 
tion of  war.  Suppose  an  armed  force  to  isane 
from  an  a^aoent  tatiUaj,  from  Canada,  fiw  in^ 
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Btanca,  and  to  devastate  our  frontiar  and 
OUT  people,  taking  refuge  ia  a  town  or  fortresa 
on  tae  other  aide  of  the  line,  and  t^at  the  Brit- 
fah  Govenunent,  (bb  Spain  has  done  on  tlie 
present  occasion,)  refused  to  interfere — can  anj 
one  donbt  that  we  would  croaa  over  and  cap^ 
tore  the  place  t  Now  this  wonld  be  an  act  of 
war,  and  ye\,  it  need  not  be  aocon^aiued  by  a 
declaration  of  war  againBt  Great  Britain^-nor 
ironld  it  neoeasarily  oe  followed  hj  a  general 
Tar. 

£vei7  resort  to  force  bj  a  power  that  boa  an- 
thoiil?  to  make  war,  ia  an  act  of  war.  Nay, 
the  definition  of  war,  by  the  writers  on  the 
laws  of  natdona,  is  "  the  prosecution  of  a  na- 
tion'a  right  by  force," — by  force,  either  partial 
or  general:  by  force  adeqiiote  to  the  object, 
and  applied  how,  and  when,  and  where,  the 
dronmstances  of  the  particiuar  case  may  re- 
qnire.  'Whon  yon  make  war,  you  may  carry  it 
on  rither  by  general  or  by  pivtial  operatSona ; 
and  the  latter  are  alwaya  to  oe  preferred  where 
they  con  accomplish  Qte  olject.  All  measores 
of  fbrcible  reprieala,  all  levies  of  contribn- 
tioQS,  are  acta  of  force — indeed  of  war,  or  they 
most  constjtate  acta  of  plnader ;  and  yet  they 
ore  seldom  acoompamed  by  a  formal  dedara- 
tiOQ  of  war. 

Bnppose,  aMd  Ur.  H.,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Bttaok  on  the  Ohesimeake,  (one  of  the  deepest 
wonnds  the  honor  of  this  comitTy  bad  ever  re- 
oeived,)  the  gallant  officer  to  whose  command 
was  confided  the  disgraced  ship — the  ever-to- 
be-lamentod — the  incomparable  Dxoatub,  had 
been  ordered,  he  wonld  not  aay  by  the  Presi- 
dent, but  by  the  eovereiKn  snthority  of  this  na- 
tion, to  wipe  off  the  fool  sttun  by  bringing  into 
onr  ports  a  British  frigate,  and  he  had  happily 
executed  lliose  orders,  wonld  not  that  luve 
been  a  war  measure  t  end  yet,  who  would  have 
oontended  that  we  had  become  pirate^  aod  had 

Sat  onrselves  out  of  the  social  relations  ot  na- 
ona,  by  making  a  capture  withoat  a  declara- 
tion of  war  t 

With  respect  to  dedittationa  of  war,  Me.  H. 
aaid,  he  wonld  cossder  it  nnfortonate  for  the 
cause  of  humanity,  if  the  law  of  uationa  re- 
quired that  they  snonld,  in  all  oases,  pr^ede 
acts  of  hostility.  The  history  of  the  last  hdf 
century  would  ^ow  Qtunerioas  Instanoes  of  the 
redress  of  national  wrongs  by  reprisals^  and  the 
IMulial  exertion  of  focoe,  without  general  hos- 
tilities, Onr  French  war,  as  it  is  c^ed,  was  an 
example  of  this.  The  practice  of  nations,  also, 
for  the  same  period,  wcold  show,  that  deolara- 
Oona  of  war  were  not  oonsjdered  as  indiJ5)ensft- 
ble.  Look  at  the  praodce  of  England  in  these 
reniecta  In  1746,  she  ci^itared  the  L'Akide, 
and  the  I^s,  without  any  declaration  of  war. 
In  16S4,  she  c^tured  a  Dutch  fleet  in  the  eame 
way,  and  sabseqnently,  off  Of^  May,  took  four 
Spanish  fHRat«s,  under  similar  cironmstanceo. 
But,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  will  not  fatigue  the  Senate 
by  multiplying  instances.  Every  nation  of 
Europe  had,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  made  war 
withoat  a  declaration.    Indeed,  it  was  more 
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usual  to  resort  to  manifestoes  after  a  war,  than 
declarations  beforehand ;  to  resort  to  particular 
acts  of  war,  than  to  general  hostilities.  The 
writers  on  the  law  of  nations  had,  indeed,  laid 
down  the  rule  that  a  declaration  ooght  to  be 
first  made;  nay,  that  time  and  One  notice  should 
be  given  to  the  enemy.  But  these  rulee  were 
seldom  observed.  Even  Bynkerahoek,  one  of 
the  soundest  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations, 
had  allowed,  "  that,  after  satiafootion  had  been 
demanded  and  refused,  a  declaration  of  war 
was  not  required  by  the  law  of  natnre  or  of 
nations," 

I  will  only  Airiiher  notice,  said  Hr.  H.,  the 
attack  by  Qreat  Brit^  apon  Oopenhicen. 
Great  Britain  did  not  declare  war  against  Sen- 
mark,  but  she  sent  a  powerfiil  fleet,  which 
blockaded  the  harbor  of  Copenhagen,  bemeged 
the  town,  inUrrvpled  the  aeeeti  of  nMi/r^it, 
and  finally  captured  the  Danish  fleet  Here 
was  an  act  of  war — here  was  force,  Ei^^e,  uid 
captare,  which  did  not  even  lead,  in  its  oonse- 
quencea,  to  a  general  war!.  I  know,  sud  Ur. 
H.,  that  this  act  on  the  part  of  the  Britiah  Gov- 
ernment, has  been  universally  reprobated.  Bat 
the,  odinm  which  rests  on  the  transaction  haa 
ariaen  firom  the  belief  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment took  advantage  of  the  weakness  of  Den- 
mark to  spoil  her  of  her  fieet.  If  the  gronnds 
taken  by  the  British  GovemmentL  however, 
were  founded  in  truth,  will  it  be  aud  that  they 
wonld  not  juatiiy  an  act  of  war  I  They  alleged 
that  Deimiark  had  made  terms  with  the  ene- 
my ;  that  her  fleet  was  destined  for  Bonaparte; 
and  that  a  public  declaration  of  war  wonld 
only  have  hastened  an  event  already  deter- 
mined on.  Suppose  these  facts  to  be  Imowu  to 
the  British  Government,  and  she  wonld  have 
been  jnBtified  in  sei^K  the  Danish  fleet 

But,  said  Mr.  E.,  if  this  blockade  be  a  w«r 
measure,  and  a  declaration  be  necessary,  he 
wonld  submit  to  the  gentleman  whether  the  act 
of  Congress  which  enjoins  it,  may  not  be  con- 
radered-as  a  declaration,  sufflcient  to  satisfy  the 
most  fastidious  advocates  of  form.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Yak  Busen)  had 
yielded  the  whole  question,  when  he  stated  that 
he  waa  willing,  uimtwf  war,  to  invade,  and  oc- 
cupy a  portion  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  He  pro- 
tests against  a  blockade  of  the  Havana,  be- 
cause, iihonld  we  attack  a  neutral  veeeel,  fore- 
ing  the  hlookade.  "  war  would,  thereby,  exist 
between  you  and  the  nation  to  which  she  be- 
longs;" lit  he  wonld  capture,  and  hold  the 
Havana,  without  war.  What  then  is  to  become 
of  nentral  trade  to  that  port  ?  Snrely,  if  yon 
have  a  right  to  besiege,  uid  capture,  you  have 
a  right  to  blockade.  TTio  greater  power  must 
include  the  less.  Nor  would  such  a  blockade, 
as  ia  here  proposed,  have  any  affinity  to  the 
jHijwr  bloeiad^  of  wluch  we  have  so  often 
complained.  The  proposal  is  for  an  aetwU  ia- 
vaiment,  and  such  an  mvestment  Mr.  H.  would 
consider  as  attended  by  ell  the  incidents  <tf 
blockade.  Mr.  H.  was  much  mistaken  if  Sir 
William  Soott  had  not  frequently  hdd,  that  as 
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aetnal  iavestxaent,  &  blockade,  dt  /""^to,  was  al] 
that  nealral  nstioiis  had  a  right  to  look  to ; 
and,  if  he  was  not  very  muoh  mistaken,  that 
creat  jadge  had,  in  one  case,  the  blockade  of 
Monte  Video,  bj  Bir  Home  Popham.  in  1607, 
refused  to  hear  evidence  of  the  tUegality  of  the 
Uookade,  it  being  admitted  that  the  place  was 
actually  invested  bj  the  pnblio  shipB  of  Great 

I  consider  thia  blockade,  then,  aaid  Mr.  H., 
M  a  meaanre  of  force :  as  patting  oa  into  a  bel- 
ngerent  attitude,  in  relatirai  to  Spain,  and  aa 
giving  na  bdligerent  rights,  aa  &r  aa  ve  may 
think  pn^ier  to  exercise  thern.  And  now,  sir, 
I  win  go  a  step  farther,  and  contend  that  we 
have  itut  caose  of  war  against  Bpidn ;  and, 
thongfa  this  may  be  a  war  measure,  jet  there  is 
nothing  to  reabvin  oa  from  taking  it  bat  oar 
own  interests  or  convenience.  The  facts,  as 
ffiacloaed  hj  the  docmnents  on  onr  table,  are, 
that  tjie  island  of  Onba  is  occapied  hj  pirates ; 
Qiat,  from  Hkeir  secore  aajloma  on  shore^  Ukj 
iaeae  forth,  and  attai^  tiie  defenceless  mer- 
chantman, mnrdering  the  orew,  and  converting 
the  propertj-  to  their  own  nse ;  that  these  de- 
predations are  committed  hj  men  known  to  the 
^taniah  aathoritiea  in  Cuba,  and  suffered  with 
impnni^  to  live  in  their  citie^  and  openlj-  to 
•el!  their  plonder.  I  will  advert,  for  a  mo- 
ment, said  Mr.  R1.TIIX,  to  a  few  facts,  to  show 
the  exUnt  of  this  practice,  and  the  proteetitm 
afforded  to  the  piratra  \ij  the  officers  of  Spain. 
The  doonmenla  on  onr  table  show,  that,  from 
JdIj  to  October,  a  period  of  leas  than  fonr 
months,  there  were  no  leas  than  (mmty-thrte 
vesMla  cra>tared,  and  plundered  by  the  pirates 
— maimed,  by  not  leas,  certainly,  than  Uco  ftutt- 
irtd  ftamtn,  of  whom  scarcely  one  escaped  to 
tdl  the  tala  When  the  gallant  Oraitwa  Gra- 
ham, of  the  British  sloop-of-war  Icaras,  res- 
cued frvm  the  handa  of  the  pirates  the  Henry,  of 
Hartford,  ha  found  twelve  merdiant  vessels  in 
th^  poeseesion,  the  crews  of  which  were  no- 
where to  be  foond.  Vhen  the  pirates  were 
Mked  what  had  become  of  them,  we  are  told 
that  "they  ahrn^cd  np  their  ahoniders,  and 
were  iflent."  Ihese  merchant  vessels,  says 
Curtain  Graham,  must  have  been  navigated  by 
at  least  one  hnodred  and  twenty  men — and  it  is 
obvions  (key  had  all  hten  mvrd^red.  Ur.  II. 
.woold  not  attempt  to  describe  the  horrors 
which  mart  have  attended  the  scenes  transact- 
ed by  those  fell  amrderers  on  the  bloody  deoka 
of  oar  defenceless  merchant  veasels.  Amons 
the  garmenta,  pierced  throogh  with  holes  and 
stained  with  blood,  wete  some  which  had  be- 
]oogeA  to  innocent  and  defenceless  females. 
l^ngnage  was  inadeqaate  to  depict  the  condi- 
tion of  those  who  were  ejjposed  to  the  mercy 
of  theaa  fiends  in  haman  ahape,  whose  nsoal 
practice  it  was,  first  to  tortore,  and  then  to  slay 
their  vietinui,  in  the  solitode  of  night,  when 
there  wat  no  ear  to  hear  their  cries,  no  heart 
to  pity,  and  &»  arm  to  save  them.  "  It  is  pain- 
fb]  (s^B  Mr.  Bandall)  to  reflect  on  the  nambers 
who  may  hare  fallen  victims  to  Qio  same  tuta, 


bnt  whose  tragical  stories  are  baried  In  the 
ocean  with  their  mangled  bodies."  Now,  sir, 
s^d  Ur.  Ei.Tin,  it  13  proved  that  not  only  the 
inhabitants  of  Cab^  bnt  the  aathoritiea,  wink 
at  these  acta— nay,  they  share  the  plnnder;  and 
the  Oaptain-General  himself  when  a  case  waa 
brought  before  him  of  plnndered  property  de- 
posited in  Regia,  inqaired  Just  so  far  as  to  as- 
cert^n  C^  (rutA  of  the  cAarffe,  and  then  de- 
clared "  that,  as  he  feared  all  RegIa  would  be 
foond  to  be  implicated  in  the  robbery,  in  the 

C9nt  distorbed  and  critical  condition  of  the 
d,  he  dared  not  poah  the  investigation  ftir- 
ther,"  or,  in  more  plain  termt  "  I  will  not,  be- 
oanse  I  dare  not,  grant  yon  redress." 

Bnt  it  may  be  uld,  that  the  Gaptotn-Oeneral 
of  Gaba  iff  not  the  sovereign  of  Spain,  and  that 
onr  redress  is  to  be  sought  for  f[x>m  the  King. 
Well,  sir,  we  have  ^pealed  onto  Cceear.  We 
have  represented  these  mattera  to  bim  In  lan- 
guage as  strong  as  ia  at  all  eonBist«Dt  with  Uia 
rales  of  diplomacy,  and  a  becoming  aelf-respeot. 
We  have  made  these  repreaentatioua  over  and 
over  ag^n,  and  to  this  very  hoar  he  has  never 
even  condescended  to  kito  qs  an  answer  ot  kij 
sort.  By  referring  to  the  corre^tondenoe  of  Mr. 
Nelson,  onr  UlniatoB  to  Speun,  it  will  appear 
that,  on  the  10th  of  Jannary.  of  the  last  year, 
he  inade  a  strong  and  formal  remonatranoa  to 
the  Spanish  Government  on  this  sabjec^  set- 
ting forth,  in  detail,  the  depredations  commit- 
ted on  onr  commerce  by  pirates,  who  found 
refuge  in  Onba,  and  other  Spanish  islands  in  the 
West  Indies,  det^ling  the  nature  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  proteolion  afforded  to  them' 
by  the  snl^ects  and  officers  of  Spain.  No  no- 
lice  was  taken  of  this  remonstrance.  It  waa 
reaewed  on  the  23d  of  January,  and  on  the  8d 
ot  February,  but  the  Spanish  Government  re- 
muned  as  cold  and  mlent  as  the  grave.  On  th» 
7th  of  September,  Mr.  Nelson,  for  the  last  time^ 
brought  tbe  sab|eet  to  the  view  of  the  Spaniah 
Government  Language  is  incapable  of  mak- 
ing a  stronger  wpeal.  He  states  onr  griev- 
ances ;  tells  the  King  "  that  the  patience  of  the 
American  Qovenunent  had  been  tried  to  the 
follest  extent  of  sufi^rance,  and  that  the  time  is 
at  hand  when  we  must  resort  to  measares  of  a 
more  efficient  character."  This  repreeentatioa 
has  also  been  treated  with  the  moat  sovereign 
contempt  By  this  conduct,  the  King  of  Spain 
has  refosed  ns  redress ;  he  has  adopted  the  acta 
of  his  officers,  and  made  himself  responsible  fbr 
the  iifjnries  of  which  we  complain.  The  Bo- 
mana,  from  whom  we  have  borrowed  ao  many 
of  OUT  prinoipleo,  civil  and  political,  had  a  oua- 
tom  on  this  subject^  worthy  of  mnch  com- 
mendation. By  their  Fecial  lav,  the  Pater 
Patratat,  or  Chief  of  the  Heralds,  was  sent  to 
demsnd  satisfaction  for  injories,  and  i^  in  thir- 
^-thne  daj/*,  no  answer  waa  retnmed,  the 
Qods  were  called  to  be  witnesses  of  the  wrong, 
and  war  was  forthwith  declared. 

Now,  I  do  contend,  that  the  conduct  I  havtt 
detailed  gives  na  iustifi^Ie  csnse  of  war.  Bat 
we  are  gravely  told,  that  all  this  ar'""  " —  ""- 
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wwknees  of  Spain,  and  thatthia  cannot  fnmiah 
hut  oanae  d  war.  Vli&t  I  shall  the  mbjecta  of 
8p^  be  suffered  to  depredate  on  our  property, 
and  murder  onr  people,  end  aball  we  be  told 
that  we  most  aabmit  to  this  becanae  Bpain  is 
w«akt  Sir,  Spain  either  can  prevent  theae 
oatrages,  and  wanta  tJie  inclination  to  do  ao,  or 
■he  ia  nnable  to  prevent  them.  In  either  oaae, 
<Hir  right  to  protect  onrselvea  is  complete. 

Bat,  aaid  Mr.  H.,  thongh  I  contend  that  Uiere 
iajnat  caose  of  war  against  Spain — war,  in  anj 
ahapo,  'which  m^  anit  oar  oonvenienco  to 
wa^ ;  yet,  I  admit  tliat  there  is  still  another 
weighty  oonsideration,  viz :  la  it  indispenaabiy 
neoeBsarrT 

A  nation  which  has  jost  oaaw  of  war,  ia  not 
bound  to  go  to  war.  That  is  always  a  qnestioa 
of  pmdenoeifor  the  nation  itselt  Now,  air, 
thoQgh  I  am  oonvinoed  of  the  right  of  this 
GoTenunent  to  go  to  war,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
ttie  oljeot  wtuch  we  have  in  view,  to  wit,  the 
npprradon  of  piracy,  may  be  attdned  at  less 
ejpenee ;  and,  therdbre,  that  it  is  onr  dnl7  to 

Qmselvw' ' .  ■  '    ^     .> 

sever  be 

rily.  A  blockade  of  Onba  must  destroy,  not 
omy  oor  own  trade  with  that  island,  W  it 
most  destroy  the  trade  of  all  neutral  oations, 
and  these  woold  be  evils  of  great  ma^tade. 
ghodld  the  honor  of  onr  oonntry,  and  uie  pro- 
tection of  the  property  and  lives  of  onr  fellow- 
oitizena  require  this  sacrifice,  why,  then,  sir,  let 
it  be  made.  Ood  forbid  that  we  should  oon- 
eent  to  weigh  profit  agunst  honor,  or  that  the 
dory  of  onr  flag,  or  ue  Uvea  of  onr  cituens, 
ahonld  be  thrown  into  the  same  scale  with 
poonds,  shillings,  and  pence.  Bot  this  trade  is 
too  important  to  be  lightly  jeopardised.  It  ap- 
pesrs,  from  docnmente  aabmitted  to  this  Honse 
at  the  last  sesnon,  that  the  amoont  of  out  an- 
nual import  from  Cuba  ia  near  tight  miUiMit 
of  dollars :  that  onr  exports  amomit  to  near  six 
millions :  making,  together,  a  trade  of  thirUen 
miSiem  of  dollars,  employing  upwards  of  one 
hnndred  and  seventeen  thousand  tona  of  Amer- 
ican (dipping,  and  between  finr  and  five  thon- 

1Mb  trade,  too,  con^st«  in  the  exchange  of 
Vtdcles  which  we  can  best  spare,  chiefly  oar 
fifWkl  itt^  and  lumber,  for  those  which  ore 
moat  essential  to  the  comfort  of  onr  people. 
The  interruption  of  it  would  be  moat  severely 
mt  by  the  poor,  who  would  be  deprived  of  the 
littJe  luzuriea  which  spread  oheerfclnees  around 
thdrfireddea.  The  trade  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  of  Holland,  Swedes,  and  Russia,  with 
these  islands,  is  equally  important,  and  entitied 
to  great  conmderation.  Now,  said  Mr.  Eitnu. 
m^  opinion  is,  that  piracy  may  be  sup^iTeeeed 
without  resorting  to  a  blockade,  so  inlorions  in 
its  couseqaencce  to  the  commerce  of  uie  world. 
I  agree  uiat  piraoy  mvit  be  tmpremei.  I  a4>- 
knowledge  that  the  oondnct  of  ^laia  gires  her 
no  claim  fbr  forbearon^  on  onr  part  I  have 
no  acmpls  to  a  war  measore,  and  of  calling  it 
■0  in  plain  tonus,  if  it  be  neoessaiy.    Bat  I  do 
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not  believe  that  necessity  now  exists,  and  at  aU 
its,  I  am  dinKised  to  make  a  fiur  e^eri- 
ment,  on  the  suqjeoL  I  am,  s^d  Ifr.  H.,  b 
lover  of  peace.  I  believe  it  to  bo  the  intoreat 
of  the  TJnited  Stat«s  to  remain  at  peace  wiUi 
bU  the  world.  A  few  years  will  paj  all  our 
debts,  and  double  our  resources  and  our  strength, 
I  woold  therefore  avoid  war,  on  onr  own  ao- 


Now,  I  think  it  can  be  ^^>ved,  from  known 
facta,  as  weift  aa  the  doonmenta  bef(««  ns,  that 
piracy  in  the  West  Indies  can  be  ntppteaaed  t^ 
the  vigorous,  energetic,  and  nnceamng  efforts  of 
a  competent  naval  farce,  having  authority  to 
land  and  to  pursue  the  pirates  into  the  settied 
aa  well  as  the  nnsettied  parts  of  the  conntry. 
It  will  be  recollected,  said  Ux.  H.,  that,  at  the 
last  aeaaitm  of  Oonnvss,  the  report  of  Com. 
Porter  was  submitted  to  ua,  in  wbiob  ho  stated, 
in  rabetanee,  that  piracy  had  been  suppressed — 
"  their  boats  bomed  and  destroyed,  and  the  pi- 
rates  killed  or  driven  ashore." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  waa  so  fully  con- 
vinced that  piracy  was  suppressed,  that  he  sta- 
ted It  was  <»ily  necessary  in  friture  "  to  valeA 
tA«m."  The  facts  supported  this  opinion: 
piracy  was  suppressed,  though  the  pirates  bad 
not  bera  rooted  out.  This  state  of  things 
oontdnued  up  to  the  beginning  of  last  s 


that  Commodore  Porter,  b^ng  ftally  ocmvi 


the 


t  piracy  waa  sn]»>r«»Kl,  returned  Itcane.  and 
fieet  was  detached  on  various  duties^  leav- 
ing a  few  small  schooners,  which  oould  not  re- 
main long  at  sea,  to  watch  the  ahorea  of  Onb& 
I  beg,  sir,  that  I  may  not  be  misnnderstood ;  I 
do  not  mean  to  oast  any  ccmsnre  on  any  officer 
of  the  Government,  much  leas  to  pluck  a  single 
leaf  from  the  wreath  which  endrdea  the  brow 
of  the  gallant  Porter.  Sir,  the  country  owes 
>>tTn  a  debt  of  gratitude  f6r  the  addition  he  has 
made  to  our  naval  wealth,  which  I  shall  never 
fbrget.  Bat  I  am  oonstruned  to  state  my  oon- 
viction,  that  an  erroneone  opinion  of  the  com- 
plete sappres^on  of  piracy ;  an  opinion  not 
confined  to  Commodore  Porter,  but  pervading 


the  diverdoa  of  the  force,  h 
of  the  practice.  When  the  TTnlted  States 
schooner  Jackall  arrived  in  Norfolk,  early  in 
the  summer,  she  reported,  that  "for  uiree 
numthfl  no  act  of  piracy  had  been  heard  of;" 
sai  BO  confident  were  onr  ofl^oera  that  ve 
^ould  bear  no  more  of  piracy,  that  when 
Lieut.  SUnuer's  account  reached  the  United 
Statea,  an  article  was  publi^ed  in  a  ft^er  in 
this  city,  in  the  nature  of  oenanre  on  that  offi- 
cer, fur  creating  afalae  alarm;  stating  "that 
there  was  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  aoconnta 
of  piraciee  were  exaggerated."  It  has  been 
dtown,  dr,  that  all  the  cases  disclosed  in  tho 
reports  <>t  ICessrs.  fiandall  and  Uount^  took 
place  altor  the  withdrawal  <^  the  fbroe  from 
Cuba.  In  Ur.  BandaU'a  letter  of  the  1st  Jul:^ 
he  tells  us  "  that  there  were  pirates  lying  ^ 
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^  bnt  fhero  was  no  vessel  of  war  of 
tbs  TToited  SUtw  there." 

On  tb«  5th  SrHy,  he  writer  "  that  the  ab- 
•moo  of  our  oroiaera  had  emboldened  theee 
men  to  renew  their  piraoies."  On  the  14tb 
Jidj  he  writae,  "  that  the  OrampoB  had  arrived 
off  tb«  Havana,  on  the  7th,  bim  the  ooast  of 
Vszioo,  bowid  to  Ifme  York."  On  the  ISth, 
the  John  Adanu  arrived,  to  Mil  this  d^,  n4th,j 
<r  to-nKnrow,  fhnn  the  baf  of  Mezioo,  boond 
to  Fluladel[dua.  In  short,  Mr.  President,  tlieee 
oecadonal  atoppagea,  in  the  oonrae  of  other 
vojagei^  "  like  uwel  visits,  ihort,  and  &r  be- 
twean,"  afforded  ^e  onlf  protection  which  onr 
eanmeroe  received,  if  we  are  to  rely  on  the 
docnmmtB  on  onr  table.  The  ptrateij  B(jd  Ht. 
BaodaU,  boarted  "  that  thej  had  nothing  to 
&«r."  I  beg  leave,  said  ICr.  E.,  to  read  one  or 
•        ■'     '  ■■a  of  Mr.Kandall 

a  to  Bet  tMa  inftt- 


**It  la  also,  In  m;  o^oloii,  neoessarj,  that  the 
twee  aaxlLojed  shoold  be  ilnTS  praaent,  with  an 
advided  view  and  attention  to  thii  bulnen. 
Ifaeir  oeeadonal  abwBce  on  other  doties,  materiall; 
tepaita  Ibdr  eSoae;.  ^Rieir  opeiatiotu  against 
fte  fintea  sboold  be  eooaeoallTe  and  onremitlliig. 
It  baa  been  found  that  occasional  vidts  t4>  snspect- 
•d  plimn,  bj  diftrent  veMeli,  and  at  lone  inter- 
nla,  produce  no  serions  impresilan  on  the  piratea. 
"1  cannot  but  Ument,  however,  the  cauBoa 
(■dcient,  no  doubt)  whicb  have  Indnoed  the 
vilhdrawiiig  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  force. 
Keeent  events  here  have  proved,  that,  if  this  wu 
hditeed  by  the  sapDOHttion  that  ptraer  was  effecc- 
mOj  pat  down,  or  that  the  force  left  was  adequate 
to  iniialii  It,  the  o]dnion  was  enoneons,  and  Its 


And 


And  again,  in  his 


in  his  letter  of  the  81st  October, 


n  observation  and 


"It  ii  here  a  matter  < 
ftifap'r'"*,  that  the  ant 
fceted  nothing  agtlnit 

whh  ita  DDmbers  and  force,  during  me  last  su 
Boatha.  TUB  has  not  been  owing  to  tbs  want  of 
Hal,  of  enteijRise,  or  conrage,  on  the  part  of  onr 
gAsen  and  seamen  aetaaUf  engaged  in  thia  pnr> 
Bdt,  bat  to  theii  diveirion  to  other  ottjeota,  incom- 
■atOilB  irtth  the  elBdent  performance  of  tUs  hlghlj 
taportant  service.    Suoe  the  spring,  the  vessels 


ICDg  enough  to  make  any  pennanent  Impreition  on 
the  Bjitem.  Jbr  a  eaiuidaiiile  ftnu  tht  mod  <» 
fomi  part  of  Mt  eoatt,  at  Me  tnoil  dangtrottt  wo- 
aoM,  woi  wet  titUtd  by  a  n*gU  Mttti  of  tear,  aitd, 
fitatiU  Amv**  ttsw,  iy  KOM  M  lAe  malUttand 


a  ta  kart  M^ttd  a  Mum  and  fatal 
tpiniim  that  the  evil  was  estingi^died,  uid  to  have 
led  to  die  ^TCtaton  of  too  luge  a  portion  of  the 
ftne,  lo  objects  of  inflnitelj  ku  pecuniary,  and  of 
tearoely  anj  national  importance. 


ICr.  Uoontain,  the  American  oonsnl,  holds 
the  same  language :  "  It  is  too  tme,"  says  hcy 
"  that  onr  oommerce  has  not  been  proteotod  on 
tiiis  ride  of  Onba,  rinoe  early  last  roriog.  Oar 
menntf-war  have  oooarionally  been  here,  and  off 
her&  on  their  way  to  and  bom  the  ports  of 
Mezioo,"  &0.  Sow,  rir,  said  Ur.  K,  u  it  not 
fidr  to  eoadTide  tha^  If  piracy  oeaaed  to  eziBt 
while  the  foroe  was  kept  ctmstantly  on  th« 
ooast,  and  If  it  broke  ont  as  soon  as  their  pres- 
ence was  withdrawn,  that  an  investment  tn  ths 
island  of  Onba  by  a  still  larger  fbroe,  kept  con- 
stantly employed  in  that  service,  with  a  veeeel 
anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  and  another 
at  WatanniK,  irill  snf^ress  the  praotioe  entire- 
ly I  The  8lo(9fr^f-war  will  be  mnch  more  effl- 
dei^  than  the  worthless  adiooneia  now  em- 
ployed on  that  BWvioe,  not  only  on  aooonnt  of 
Et^ng  ablo  to  remain  longer  at  sea,  bnt  beoonss 
they  can  oarry  a  nunber  of  barges^  for  servtoe 
near  the  shorei.  Let,  then,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  ex- 
periment be  fliiriy  tried,  and  if  it  fltil,  it  wiU  be 
time  enoogh  to  Uookade  or  Bdze  the  d^  at 
Havana. 

The  ri^t  to  Jbliott  the  piratei  on  Aen,  ICr. 
H.  also  oonridered  as  a  material  means  fbr  the 
aocomplialiment  of  the  ol^eoL  He  oonld  not 
ooncnr  with  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork, 
(Mr.  Tas  Bvbbn,)  that  we  had  a  right  topnr- 
sne  and  take  a  felon,  even  in  the  HbUb  of  West- 
minster.  Where  a  Government  exists,  yon 
mnst  apply  to  the  UagisQvte,  and  nadona  were 
not  in  the  habit  of  snrrendenng  even  a  crimi- 
nal— they  were  proud  of  being  oonaldered  as  a 
aanctnary,  from  which  even  a  criminal  ooold 
not  be  torn.  Nor  had  the  Searetary  of  the 
Navy  given  the  power  to  the  extent  proposed 
by  this  bilL  He  had  restricted  the  rigbt  of 
fi^eshpnrsoitto  the  parts  of  the  comity  "where 
the  local  government  was  not  felV'  Mr,  H. 
thought  it  should  be  extended  ftuther,  snd  that 
it  would  be  a  very  efficient  measnre.  He  bc^ed 
it  would  not  be  ^oken  from  the  bilL 

As  to  arming  tff  mtfrcAanfmmi,  Mr,  E.  con- 
ridered  this  also  a  measure  entitled  to  sopport. 
He  hoped  to  see  the  clause  amended  by  the 
adoption  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  extending  the  aid  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  merchants,  and  then  the  measure 
would  be  an  etBdent  one,  both  morally  and 
physically.  Mr.  R  finnly  believed,  that  these 
measures,  rigorously  exeonted,  would  sappreea 
piracy,  and  afibrd  complete  protection  to  our 
commerce.  If  he  thought  otherwise,  he  wonld 
not  hesitate  a  moment  m  voting  for  a  blockade, 
or  an  invasion,  or  any  other  act  of  war,  which 
miKht  be  necessary.  Bnt  he  was  asked,  "  what 
if  he  was  mistaken  in  that  opinion,  wonld  he 
leave  onr  oommerce  without  protection,  until 
the  next  session  of  Congress  t  "  To  this  he 
would  reply,  that,  if  the  gentleman  wonld  mod- 
ify this  blockade  in  the  following  partloolars^ 
be  wonld  now  give  it  his  vote. 

1st;  That  the  authority  to  resort  to  it  should 
depend  on  the  failure  oi  the  other  meani  pn>- 
-ided  by  this  act. 
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2d.  That  it  b«,  in  that  case,  made  applicable, 
not  merelj'  to  caaea  of  fresh  pnrmit,  bnt  be  a 
measure  of  reprisal  an  the  inhabitants  of  Onba. 

Sd.  That  the  meamre  be  taken  in  concert 
vith  other  powers,  or  after  a  oommnnioatlon 
with  them, 

Ur.  E.  wonld,  OTon  now,  more  snoh  an 
amendment,  if  he  did  not  believe  that  the  Sen- 
ate was  altogether  opposed  to  a  blockade  in  any 
shape.  Should  he  be  miHtakea  in  that  opinion, 
and  the  Senate  shonld  refuse  to  strike  out  the 
claose,  he  would  tlien  aabmit  an  amendment 
Ifr.  H.  condnded  by  saying,  that,  on  the  whole, 
be  had  no  donbt  of  our  right  to  resort  to  an; 
q>eoies  of  force,  a  blockade,  or  to  koj  other  act 
tgTvar,  agunst  Cube.  Bnt  belieTing  that  meas- 
nree  of  a  milder  character  night  Bcoomplisb 
the  ottjeot,  he  was  not,  at  this  time,  disposed  to 
reaort  to  so  strong  a  measure,  nnless  its  exer- 
tion were  made  to  depend  on  the  entire  bilnre 
ctf  all  other  means. 

Ur.  Yam  Bvaai  wu  too  senmble  of  the  in- 
dnlsenoe  be  had  received  from  the  Senate  jea- 
terdav,  to  trespass  longer  on  their  time  than 
would  be  reqoired  to  notice  one  or  two  of  the 
p<tota  touched  on  by  the  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Oarolina.  That  gentleman  bad  done  no  more 
tJianJastioe  to  the  enonnitiea  practised  on  our 
feUow-oitizMU ;  the  docnments  on  onr  tables 
were  replete  with  evidence  of  the  most  horrid 
ateocitiee ;  bnt  it  did  not  follow  Uiat  we  had  a 
rii^t  to  resort  to  any  and  every  measure  of  re- 
dress which  might  be  in  our  power,  whatever 
might  be  their  effect  on  the  rights  of  others. 
However  grievous  oar  wrong^  we  still  owed  it 
not  only  to  ourselves,  bnt  to  those  nations  with 
whom  we  are  at  peace,  and  ag^nst  whom  we 
have  no  canae  of  complunt,  to  resort  to  such 
remedies  only  as  were  lawftal  in  us,  and  not  in- 
jurious to  them.  The  gentleman  from  Sonth 
OaroUna  had  labored  to  show  that  a  declaration 
of  war  was  not  a  neoeasary  preliminary  meag- 
nre  to  the  commenoement  of  noetUitiee  between 
nations.  Mr.  Y.  B.  said,  there  was  no  doubt 
that  in  that  the  gentleman  was  correct ;  what- 
ever might  once  have  been  thought  upon  the 
subject,  the  law  and  the  practioe  had  for  a  long 
time  been  different.  War  might  be  commenced 
by  acta  of  aggreaaion.  Bnt  those  acts  should 
M  of  an  appropriate  character,  anch  as  re- 
prisals, &0.,  or  any  act  of  force  against  the  par- 
ty by  vh»m  tee  had  bten  injvred.  Waa  a  block- 
ade of  their  ports,  in  the  first  instance,  an  act 
of  that  character  I  This,  said  Ur.  Y.  B.,  was 
the  question,  and  the  only  question  before  the 
Senate.  He  contended  uiat  it  was  not,  and 
that  for  the  jdaineat  of  all  reawna,  because  it 
o^ratnd,  in  the  first  instance,  against  our 
friends,  against  powera  who  were  not  only  will- 
ing, bnt  one  of  whom  had  efficiently  and  zeal- 
ously co-operated  with  na  in  measures  for  the 
■nppreseion  of  piracy.  Agiunst  the  commerce 
of  those  nations  we  were  abont  to  exercise  acts 
of  nnwarranted  violence — acts  wMcb  could  not 
bnt  lead  to  the  most  injnriona  consequences. 
Bnt  it  had  been  said,  that,  admitting  that,  by 


the  law  of  nations,  the  right  of  blockade  can 
only  be  ezercised  in  time  of  war,  this  act  Itself 
would  place  us  at  war  with  Spun,  and  thns 
render  the  blockade  lawful.  Ur.  Y.  B.  aud, 
that  this  argument,  however  impoong  it  might, 
on  a  first  impreaaiun,  appear,  waa  liaUe  to  great 
and  nnanswerable  objections:  first,  it  was  in 
the  £ww  of  the  declaration  of  the  oommittee, 
and  professions  of  the  Government,  both  of 
which  disclidmed  the  idea  of  attaching  snch  a 
consequence  to  the  measure  they  propoaed: 
secondly,  although  Spun  mi^ht  consider  It  as 
the  oonunencement  of  hostilitiee,  she  might  not 
— she  might  consult  her  tme  interesta,  and  do 
na  the  justice  to  give  us  credit  for  proi>er  mo- 
tives ;  if  ^e  did,  onr  nnwarrantable  invadon 
of  the  rights  of  other  nations  wonld  stand 
without  apology :  and  even  if  ahe  did  not,  and 
war  ensued,  we  will  have  anticipated  its  rights 
at  the  expense  of  onr  respect  for  the  pnUlo 
law,  and  for  the  feelings  of  friendly  powen; 
either  of  which  would,  he  thought,  be  nnwor- 
thy  of  the  American  people. 

Ur.  Ui-cos  add  there  was  something  In  this 
bnaineas  which  he  oonld  not  undentand.  In- 
surance ft-om  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  the 
Senate  was  informed,  was  bnt  one  to  one  and  a 
half  per  cent.  How  insurance  could  be  so  low, 
while  so  many  piracies  were  committed,  waa 
more  than  he  could  comprehend.  During  llie 
wars  between  France  and  Eogland,  when  a 
great  many  captures  were  made,  insurance  was 
low  as  five  per  cent.    Mr,  U.  then  said, 


and  socoeaafolly,  to  preserve  that  law,  and  ha 
knew  but  one  instance  of  its  violation — that  ona 
he  always  thonght  very  doubtful.  We  had  oon- 
stantly  maintiuned,  to  the  broadest  extent,  neo- 
tral  rights  with  every  nation  witii  whom  we 
bad  come  in  contact  This  blockade,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  was  of  doubtful  character,  and  lie 
therefore  did  not  like  it  It  had  struck  him  aa 
a  curious  auestion,  what  would  be  tbe  condition 
of  a  Frencn  or  Eogltsh  vessel,  if  taken  breaking 
this  blockade;  would  she  be  a  prize,  or  whatt 
He  was  not  willing  to  consent  to  any  act  which 
wonld  jeopardize  the  character  of  the  coontiy. 
National  character  waa  like  individnal  character 
— it  ongbt  never  to  be  doubted — it  ought  ever 
to  be  so  pore  ae  to  aommand  reenect. 

It  was  to  his  mind  aa  clear  as  the  light  of  day, 
that  the  Prewdent  had  the  power  of  suppressing 
piracy.  Mr.  Randall  had  proved,  that,  as  long 
aa  vessels  of  war  were  there,  no  piracies  had  oc- 
curred, anJd  he  was  afrud  timt  canring  money 
had  produced  all  tiiese  evils.  Aa  long  as  the 
vessels  of  war  were  there,  the  pirates  were  in- 
visible ;  but  aa  soon  aa  they  were  gone,  they 
came  out  This  following  tlie  pirates  on  shor^ 
was  a  mnch  more  difficult  matter  than  gentle- 
men had  repreaenl«d  it  to  be.  How  were  the 
pirates  to  be  known  when  they  got  on  ahore  I 


water,  by  sending  asoffldentfbrae  to  OnlMt,Hid 
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it  oktching  aoA  hangjiigwero  the 

tbiw,  then  would  soon  be  Ml  end  to  pintoy. 

Mr.  it.  Hien  oaked,  why  wonld  gmtlemeii 
wish  to  go  ftrther  thui  wsa  neoenturt  What 
eonld  be  better  than  poMeieiiig  the  power  of 
doiDg  all  they  waoteal  It  Reemed  to  him  to 
be  a  r«oe  which  should  go  tarthest  in  his  par- 
ticular way.  VhM  more  waa  neoeasarj  thaji  to 
order  the  Teasels  to  be  taken  and  the  men  to  be 
hangedt 

On  the  ent^ect  of  aiming  merchantmes,  tir. 
IL  did  not  think  the  oomparisoa  of  the  assassSn 
a  joat  one ;  in  individual  renoonntars  the  con- 
seqnenoea  fell  on  thenuelvea  alone ;  hot  hero, 
the  ooQseqneaoee  wonld  be  mnoh  more  eerions, 
if  the  power  were  sboiied.  He  did  notsnppose 
Uict  mercbantmen,  generally,  would  seek  to 
abnae  it,  bnt  thej  were  not  better  iban  any 
othar  class  of  men,  nor  did  he  belioTe  Uiem 

Aa  to  the  efibot  these  measnrea  wonld  prodnoe 
on  Spain,  they  were  not  worth  thinking  of.  He 
conridared  Spain  oat  of  Ota  qneation.  What 
was  Spain  t  Kobmnanbeingooald  tell— there 
we  people  there,  and  a  sort  of  GovMnment  - 
bat  the  EVeneh  were  there  to  keep  their  own 
pM^la  down.  With  respect  to  tne  pe<^Ie  of 
Cntw,  lEr.  H.  said  he  know  little  or  iifrthing. 
He  always  had  nnderstood  that  the  trade  to  that 
ialand  was  ft  most  profitable  one  to  the  United 
States.  It  appeared  qnite  impossible  to  him 
that  sneh  a  tt«t«  <f  Kouty  eoald  nit«ist  as  was 
deeoribedinCnba;  he  ahoold  hope  to  find  there 
aa  many  pnie  u  would  have  saved  Bodom  and 
Gomorrah. 

Mr.  M.  laid,  if  he  were  to  liken  this  blockade 
to  any  tiling,  it  wotdd  be  to  the  attack  on  Copen- 
hagen, by  the  British.  Britain  was  afr^  of 
the  mTal  power  of  her  riral  and  enrany,  and 
said  aa  Home  did,  Carthage  mnat  be  pot  down  1 
It  was  Indicrotis  to  talk  of  arming  a  whole  na- 
tion against  400  or  SOO  bandit^  after  the  late  oon- 
tast  with  the  British.  He  saw  no  neoeesity  for 
arming  the  merohantmeD.  If  the  navy  conld 
not  protect  the  merchantmen,  partioolarly  in 
the  Amerioan  aeas,  we  onght  to  have  neither 
aavT  nor  merohantmen. 

He  reocrilected  Preble  had  pot  an  end  to  the 
Tripolitan  war,  and  Decatnr  soon  ended  the 
Algerine  war.  Both  of  these  people  were 
plratee  by  trade,  by  edooation,  and,  he  had  al- 
most said,  by  religion.  Onr  vessels  vent  there 
at  onoe ;  and  cannot  oor  veieds  catch  these 
Cabs  bandite,  withont  onr  attempting  to  make 
an  interpolation  in  the  law  of  natiooat  It  was, 
he  thon^t,  a  meet  diffleolt  thing  to  alter  pnbllo 
law.  Dnrmg  the  Amerioan  war,  all  the  powers 
of  Europe  aasemUed  to  do  it— Great  Britain 
withstood  it,  and  the  pnblio  lawls  now  as  Great 
Britain  then  nid  it  ihculd  be. 

It  nqMared  to  him,  from  Mr.  Bandall'a  re- 
port, tlMt  nothing  bnt  abipe  were  wanting.  He 
bad  no  opinion  of  staffing  an  adminlstrtrtdoo.  If 
tfaey  obtuned  what  they  wanted,  they  oi^t  to 
be  Jidd  respo^lHe  fbr  the  saeoess  ot  the  means 


emidoyed.  Tb^  did  not  vant  either  armed 
merohant  veisds,  or  a  blockade.  Of  the  latter, 
the  Presidetit  speaks  with  gr«it  delicai^ ;  and 
frnn  the  A»mer,  the  Becratary  irf  the  Navy 
thinks  misohief  may  arise.  Tlier^ire,  hethoaght 
itwooldbewiseto  givetheadminisb^tionwhat 
they  wanted,  bnt  no  more ;  and  that  he  was 
willing  to  do  now.  He  did  not  wish  to  make 
any  profesnon  of  his  wish-  to  see  tbe  robbeia 
exterminated,  for  we  were  to  be  Judged,  not  by 
onr  words,  but  by  onr  deeds.  Tberewas  nota 
civilized  man  in  the  world  but  would  wish  it ; 
and  he  ooold  not  call  that  inhabitant  of  Cuba 
a  riviliied  tnmi^  that  enoonraged  piracy.  They 
waged  war  against  the  whole  hnman  race;  a 
war  of  the  moet  disOHtroas  kind.  They  eonld 
be  governed  by  no  role  tow&rds  them  bnt  that 
of  extermination :  and  as  they  ooold  be  repreaaed 
most  effldentiy  withont  either  blockading  them, 
or  arming  the  merchantmen,  he  was  opposed  to 
both  messares. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  striking  oat 
the  thi^  seotion,  and  dedded  In  the  afOrmative, 
by  yeas  and  nay^  as  follows ; 

T118.— VeMn.  Barton,  Betl,  Benton,  Boi^y, 
Branch,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cobb,  D>Wo^ 
Dickenon,  Edwarde,  ElUott,  Rgdlaj,  OaUIard, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  Ala.,  King  of  N.  T., 
Knight,  luman,  Lloyd  of  Ud.,  Lonie,  McBt^m, 


Talbot,  Taylor,  Tazewell,  Thomas,  Tan 
Boren,  Tan  Djke,  Williama— S7. 

ViTB. — Uessn.  BarbooT,  Eaton,  Hajue,  Hohnee  of 
His*.,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken.,  JoluMton  of  Lou., 
EeUy,  Lloyd  of  Haas.,  Hills— 10. 

The  Senate  a^onrned, 

WxDNsssi.T,  Febraary  2. 

Svppremon  qf  Piracy. 

The  Senate  again  took  np  the  bill  "  for  the 

Snppreseion  of  Piracy."    Thefbllowing  motion. 

made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Vav  Bubxb,  being  still 

pendi^,  vis; 

Sttolved,  That  tho  biU  "  For  the  Bnpprarion  of 
I^rac.T  In  the  West  Indies,"  ba  Tecommltted  to  the 


said  island  of  Cuba,  or  other  islands  mentiaiied  in 
the  s^d  t^  and  that  the  local  Ooveinments  of  the 
s^d  Islands,  on  being  requested  so  to  do,  negteot 
or  Tef\ise  to  ud  in  the  apprehension,  prosecuUon, 
and  coDTieUon  of  sucb  piralos,  to  give  authority  to 
the  crews  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
under  snoh  initmctloDa  as  may  be  given  them,  to 
land  on  tha  said  lalands,  in  seanh  of  pirates,  and 
there  to  anbdoe,  vanquish,  and  captnre  them,  and 
bring  thetn  to  the  Cmted  Stales  for  trial  and  ad- 
JndlcatioD,  as  the  said  instnietlont  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Statea  may  prescribe :  and  ftarther,  to 
aothoriie  rei^isals  on  the  eommerce  and  property 
of  the  Inhatntanta  of  tbe  said  islands. 

Mr.  BasBOrs  made  a  fbw  remarks  against  the 
principle  proposed  in  the  instmction^  and  also 
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ag^st  recommlttUig  the  bill  to  the  Oonunittoe 


Mr.  ViK  BraxH  replied  to  Mr.  B.,  and  h»d  no 
dispositioa  to  burden  the  committee  vith  a  daty 
wbiob  was  not  acceptable.  As  there  vare  many 
propoBitionBbefore.tbeS«iiatefor  amending  the 
oil],  be  wished  it  recommitted  for  tbe  purpose 
of  receiving  enob  ahape  as  wonld  be  generally 
■Kreeable  to  tbe  Senate ;  bat  be  wonld  wtdye 
bu  motion  until  the  sense  of  the  Senate  had 
beeo  expreeeed  on  those  ameadmeata ;  and  be 
accordingly,  for  the  pnaent,  witlidrew  it. 

The  qneetJon  then  reonrred  on  tbe  following 
■eotion,  wbicb  Mr,  Houob,  of  Maine,  yesterday 
4^iered,Tia: 

"8eo.  8.  Andbeit^rtharmaeted,  That  no  public 
armed  Tewel  of  the  United  BUtea,  aathoriied  uid 
tmjiojti  for  the  sapprestioii  of  [draoy,  iball  be  en- 
gaged or  smplofed  m  the  traDSpottation  of  specie, 
or  an;  other  article  of  frdght,  anieai  apeciallj  de- 
rfgnated  therefor  by  tbe  President  of  the  United 
Statat.'' 

Mr.  OoBB,  of  OeorgEs,  mored  to  strike  ont 
the  worde  "nnleas  specially  derignated  tberefor 
by  tbe  Preddent  of  tbe  United  States." 

Mr.  CkiBB  said  he  tbongbt,  from  the  doon- 
tnents  which  had  been  oommonicated  by  the 
KxeontiTa,  It  was  snffldently  evident  tjiat  tbia 
bnsinesB  of  the  traneportation  of  epeoie  in  public 
armed  Teasels  of  tite  United  Stabea,  mnat  be  a 
■oarc«  of  great  emolnment  to  those  engaged  In 
it.  Tbe  offlovs  of  our  naval  force  boin^  like 
other  men,  wonld  be  nnwilUng  to  reliniraiBh  so 
profitable  a  trad&  and  it  waa  a  strong  imprea- 
rion  on  his  mind,  that,  so  long  aa  tbe  praotioe 
oontlnned,  piracy  neverwoDldDesoppreesed.  If 
piraof  were  soppreawd,  there  wonld  be  no  farther 
occaaion  for  tbeir  being  eoqiloyed,  but,  so  long  as 
it  oontinaed,  tiiia  system  of  Jobbing  wonld  be 
pnrsned.  Every  temptation  ought  to  be  re- 
moved that  wonld  Inanoe  them  to  lax  in  the 
.  dischar^  of  their  duties.  Let  them  be  em- 
ployed m  tbe  sappreasion  of  piracy  alone. 

Mr,  HoLMM,  of  Maine,  a^d,  he  nndcratood  It 
had  been  tbe  practice  for  the  Freddent  of  the 
United  States  to  deidgnate  the  vesaels  which 
abonld  be  employed  in  this  service  of  the  trans- 
portation of  spede — bnt  there  was  nothing  pro- 
fdbitory,  in  the  law  and  regnlations,  against 
other  veasela  doing  the  same.  The  consequence 
had  been,  that  some  part  of  the  aqnadron  had 
been  employed  in  tlie  tranqwrtation  of  »pede. 
He  shoold  De  imwilling  to  prevent  thellxecQ- 
tive  designating,  if  he  ahonla  see  fit,  the  vesaela 
which  ahonld  be  «npl<^ed  In  the  tnuuportation 
of  specie;  but,  at  tne  same  time,  to  b^  that 
other  pablio  armed  vesaela,  not  so  derignated, 
ehoold  not  be  so  employed,  wonld  be  to  strike 
at  the  root  of  tbe  evU.  He  thought  piracy 
wonld  have  been  snppreesed  by  thia  tinu,  had 
It  not  been  for  the  cnptdity  of  onr  naval  officers. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  HasaaahnaettB,  said,  tha  , 
Qte  dooDmenta  on  the  t^e,  there  was  bnt  one 
allegation,  and  that  by  an  individoal,  to  prove 
that  the  poblio  vessels  had  qnitted  their  station, 
to  transport  Bpede^  and  baa  thna  left  the  < 


meroe  nnproteoted.  He  donbted  tbe  a 
this  fact  to  any  great  extent,  and  certainly  the 
Senate  onsht  not  to  le^alate  on  it  withont  hav~ 
ing  the  Amest  and  most  anthentio  information 
to  the  extent  of  the  practice.  They  ought, 
his  opinion,  to  app^  for  information  to  that 
Department  which  knew  what  bad  been  done. 
There  was  a  regulation  by  which  every  officer 
was  obliged  to  report,  on  his  return  home,  what 
he  had  received ;  therefore,  if  the  Senate  called 
for  information,  there  was  no  donbt  of  its  being 
famished.  Mr.  L.  s^d  he  would  soppose  that 
an  insurreotion  shonld  break  ont  in  a  town 
where  onr  vessels  were  stationed  ^Havana  for 
instance — what  wonld  be  tbe  consequence?  Our 
merchants  had  large  sums  of  money  there,  and 
had  no  vessels  to  carry  it  away ;  it  would  be 
lost^  because  the  public  veasela  wonld  be  forbid- 
den, by  law,  to  carry  it  away.  Mr.  L.  BOid  he 
waa  wUlit^  to  agree  with  the  gentieman  fitim 
Miune,  as  to  prohibiting  the  transportation  of 
specie,  exoepting  with  instruotiona  from  the 
Preddent  or  he»A  of  the  Navy  Department, 
bnt  he  hoped  that  his  amendment  wonld  not  go 
farther. 

Mr.  Cktsn  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Ma»- 
aacbusetts  eeemed  to  donbt  the  authenticity  of  the 
statement  whioh  had  been  mode;  bnt  bis  O''*- 
O.'e)  reasons  for  not  donbting  it  was  thu :  those 
doonmente  had  been  presented  to  the  Senate  by 
the  Navy  Department^  and  if  that  Department 
bad  not  bdleved  in  their  autbentioity  they  wonld 
never  have  oommnnicated  them.  What  has 
thuB  been  laid  before  na,  said  Mr.  0.,  is  a  oon- 
vindng  reason  why  piracy  has  not  been  enp- 
pressed,  and  it  Is  the  portionlar  reason  of  my 
making  tbe  motion.  The  trade  of  transporting 
spsde  must  afford  great  profit  to  the  naval 
cfficera  who  era  engaged  in  it.  This  temptation 
is  snch  as  to  dravr  ibeir  attention  from  sul;]ecta 


lir.  Mnis,  of  Hassaohnsetts,  thought  that  tbo 
amendment  wonld  operate  to  a  greater  extent 
than  was  antidpated.  All  public  armed  vessds 
were  authorized  to  suppress  pirates  wherevor 
they  met  with  them.  The  amendment  would 
go  to  prohibit  the  tnmsporttttion  of  spede  in 
public  armed  vessels  altogether.  I^racy  did 
not  exist  in  the  Weet  Indies  alone.  By  act  of 
Oongress,  the  slave  trade  was  piracy,  and  slave 
dealers  were  pirates ;  therefbre,  a  veesel  on  the 
coast  of  AiHca  would  be  prohiUted  trancnort- 
ing  specie  as  well  as  a  veesel  in  the  West  Indift 
seaa.  The  modification  snggested  by  his  ool- 
leagne,  (Mr.  Llots,)  would  have  been  more 
proper  than  this ;  for  that  wonld  have  proliibit- 
ed  at  once  all  armed  vessels  transporting  specie. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Oobb's 
amendment,  and  lost. 

Mr,  Obindlkb  moved  to  amend  the  section 
so  aa  to  prohibit  all  public  armed  vesaela  what- 
ever from  tranfflorting  apecie,  exo^t  snoh  aa 
shonld  be  specially  designated  by  the  President 
of  tbe  United  States  for  the  pnniose;  and  he 
audthat  he  was  well  satiaSed  l^it  tUa  ttaffio 
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fnrented  inrw^  fbunbdng  nppraaMd.  The 
gendeineDoftlieKavT  woud,  no  doubt,  like  to 
make  a.  Utde  prodt  waentbcj  oonU  do  it  legal- 


wonld  hftTB  the  boo^t,  KMiietiinea  another. 
B(»i>e  would  nuke  mttn,  and  Bome  nothing  at 
ill,  whicli  prodooed  a  loraiieaa  anKwpt  the 
oentkoien  of  the  Navy,  while  it  aemwd  to 
divert  thur  atteatim  finm  the  leal  and  impt^- 
tant  ol^eot  in  view  ;  amd  aalong  as  thia  praottoe 
eontinned,  tlte  eemce  m«t  n&r  b;  it.  It 
ahonld,  therefore^  be  prohilnted,  exeept  where 
tiie  Freudeot  tbonght  it  neoesMtij  to  pnnt  ost 
certain  TeMels  to  perfi>nn  that  d(^. 

Jir.  HoucKB,  atUaine,  add  be  alwaya  thondit 
Ittraa  neoeeaair  to  oondne  ledilation  to  tiie 
anlgeot  matter  bafon  them— toer  were  now 

C riding  for  the  mppntdoa  of  plrat^,  and  he 
ed  tbey  would  oonflne  tbenuelTea  to  that 
nf^ecL  uthefvidied  to  enact  ft  general  law 
hr  tha  regnlation  of  the  Havy,  thej  ooght  to 
do  HL  It  waa  a  miafortone,  be  eaid,  that  there 
waa  not  ft  naval  peaoe  eatabliabment,  adopted, 
and  he  Utoo^t  it  waa  time  there  wae  one;  bat 
ftoonldnot  DO  provided  fbr  InaUQ  intended 
fbr  a  difibrent  pnrpoae.  The  want  of  anoh  a 
law  had  prodneed  all  the  evils  oomtd^ned  ci, 
and  manj more;  andimeprinoUtle  wniiA ooght 
to  be  in  eoah  a  la^waa  that  whiob  hia  ecdleegne 
had  anggcBted.  llie;  had  not  jet  been  able  to 
paaa  a  general  bill,  (?  to  do  any  ttdng  more  for 
the  regiilation  of  tbe  Navy  than  renrded  the 
pay  rf  the  sailors;  and  the  pi?  of  ue  ofBoera 
WIS  provided  for  only  bj  reMriotiooa  in  the  «p- 
[n^riatioatHU.  He  regretted  theae  things  were 
not  more  apeoiallj  prwrided  fi»,  but  it  waa  not 
regular  to  attempt  it  in  a  bill  of  this  aort.  If 
the  Legialatore  oonflned  thetnselves  to  the  ob- 
ject bcdbre  them,  he  thought  Qxbj  oonld  not 
nise  iL  With  regard  to  h&  own  amendment, 
he  thought  it  was  a  proper  one.  Some  were 
of  ot^moD  he  had  gone  too  far,  but  others 
thoaghtbehadnotgonefbrenonf^  He  agreed 
with  Hm  geDtleoun  ftom  Uaseaohosetts,  that 
dw  President  onght  to  have  the  power  of  desig- 
nating the  veseela  whiohBhoiildbeemplo;ed,bQt 
he  otmld  not  make  the  amendment  hen        '  ' 

Mr.  IzttiD,  of  Uuyland,  add,  that 
dMi  tlie  Senate  had  passed  a  bill  regDlating  the 
tran^ortalionof  epede,  and  aent  it  to  the  other 
^wae,  bat  it  was  not  acted  on.  Thaj  had  alao 
psMed  A  bill  authorizijig  the  building  of  ten 
■toope  of  war.  bnt  it  had  not  been  acted  on. 
Were  thej  to  De  told  that  theae  doopa  of  war 
were  necBsaary  for  the  sappiesaion  of  pir~  ~ 
or  that  thev  were  intended  ezdorivelr  for ' 
otijectt  Ao;  they  were  neoeasary  fbr  onmur- 
Tin,  and  he  believed  it  was  enoogh  to  antbor- 
iw  a  law  to  build  them,  do  matter  whether  tliey 
vere  ocHUieoted  with  the  piratieal  or  any  other 
tnieation.  He  waa  very  anxious  to  aappraas 
this  trantportotioa  of  q)e<)ie  in  public  armed 
renela.  It  waa  neoeaeary,  as  fiir  as  regarded 
the  moral  and  phprgicol  force  of  tlie  Ka^,  that 
it  flhooU  be  prohibited,  not  only  in  Oia  Gnlf  of 


Ifexloo,  but  in  evetr  part  trf  the  world.  We 
wwenow  beginning  to  foel  the  ill  efibctaof  thia 
^atem ;  the  squa^nn  lent  to  the  Golf  of  Henoo 

useless  from  this  oaose.     In  the  Sooth  sea 

tn^e,  f^  sn^  he  must  call  it,  was  oanied 
__  jO  a  greater  extent  than  in  any  other  part, 
and  it  would  have  the  same  effect  in  every  pert 
of  the  world^-that  of  impairing  the  moral  and 
phyeioal  bxtM  of  the  Navy.  Ho  did  not  per- 
ceive any  thing  iDoongrnoss  in  making  this 
general  proviaon  in  the  bill  for  the  sappresdon 
of  {draoy;  it  wasaamaoh  oooneoted  with  it  as 
the  bill  fbr  bnllding  ten  aloopa  of  war.  He  be- 
lieved our  naval  <^oera  to  be  llie  bravest  and 
beat  on  the  boe  of  the  globe,  but,  if  we  placed 
temptations  in  their  way,  which  it  was  not  in 
''  ower  of  homan  natore  to  resist,  weieseened 
moral  elevation,  and  lowered  that  ohival- 
loos  character  which  they  ooght  alw^a  to  pre- 
serve. He  did  not  Boipeot  them  of  aaoriflcdng 
thmr  doty,  but  it  was  neoeeaary  to  ^oard  them 
from  all  thoae  temptotiona  which  mi^t  indooe 
them  to  do  aOb  The  moment  a  soldier  or  offioer 
lost  that  high  principle  which  ooght  to  charac- 
terize «  milita^  wjui,  and  became  a  trader  in 
gold  and  diver,  that  moment  his  moral  force 
was  deetroyed.  What  danger  coald  result  to 
the  intereet  of  tiiis  country  from  regolatiDg  the 
tranqiortatioD  of  epeoiet  They  woold  not 
allow  the  Freddent  to  point  oatwnere  it  should 
be  carried.  I>id  they  dbnbt  that  be  would  ev«t 
refuse  to  transport  Uie  epede  of  the  dticens  of 
America  t  If  they  tUd  doubt  it,  they  most  sop- 
poee  he  was  unmindfbl  of  the  mterest  of  thcee 
dtiiens.  It  ntight  be  necessary,  and  In  many 
iDstaoees  Iwpn^er,  to  tnuuport  spede  in  anned 
vessels,  but  let  thia  spede  bclrag  to  the  dtizena 
ot  America,  and  not  that  belonglDg  to  foreign 
powers.  If  thia  provision  were  made,  it  woud 
redound  to  the  benefit  of  the  oommeroe  of  the 
itry,  and  the  good  of  the  Navy ;  and  as  they 
could  not  get  this  providon  in  a  direct  bill,  th^ 
would  be  satisfied  to  procure  it  otherwise. 

Ur.  Llotd,  of  Mawachnsetts,  said,  the  oor- 
reot  was  ranniog  verv  strong  against  the  trans- 
portation of  spede  m  pabUo  veesds;  but  he 
t  tobea  T 


bdieved  it  ti 


k  very  nsafol  thing.    It  v 


.      _  ages.    She  expressly 

autliomed  her  naval  offioen  to  do  it.  If  abuses 
crept  into  this  system,  why  were  the^  not 
remedied}  wh^  put  Qds  sweeping  reatriotitm 
on  it  t  He  beheved  it  was  ft  thm^  which  migM 
be  eanly  regulated.  If  the  President  were  re- 
quired to  designate  the  vessels  which  were  to 
perform  this  duty,  how  could  he  possibly  do  it  I 
now  coold  he  foresee  what  oocurrences  mi^t 
take  place,  or  what  cbauges  or  emergendee 
happen  in  the  West  Indies  or  elsewhere  I  ICr. 
L.  observed  there  had  been  a  eweeping  denon- 
datioD  prouoonoed  against  tbe  whole  of  the 
naval  offlcera  emplt^ed  in  the  Weet  India  ser- 
vice. Woold  the  Senate  •anotion  such  a  charge 
aa  this  without  properly  asoert^idDg  the  &ots 
on  which  it  was  fbondedl  He  looked  ap(m  it 
fai  a  very  aerioaB  li^t.  If  the  gentleman  wonld 
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M  modify  Ms  reflation  aa  to  prohibit  the  traD»- 
portalJDn  of  fpecie,  except  with  inatraotions 
from  the  PreMdent,  be  wonld  a^ee  with  him. 
As  this  oharge  had  been  serioiialy  made,  ibii 
bill  should  lie  on  the  table  with  the  smeiidmeiit, 
till  thev  coald  aaoertain  what  were  the  tnBtrDo- 
tdons  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  tbe 
offioers,  as  regarded  the  tranaportation  of  specie, 
And  to  what  extent  the  practice  bad  prevdled. 
Ur.  SioTH  Bud  be  was  agunst  the  modoa 
made  by  the  gentlranan  from  Htune,  (Mr.  Cbak- 
DUB.)  The  officers  of  the  Navy  bod  not,  in 
his  opinion,  done  any  thing  to  draw  ceosare  on 
them ;  they  bad  acted  accordinK  to  their  instmo- 
tions.  [Here  Ur.  Smith  quoted  tbe  iostraotions 
from  the  doomnenta  on  tbe  table.]  These,  said 
Mr.  8.,  being  the  instrnctions,  no  possible  blame 
eonld  be  attached  to  the  officers  of  tbe  Navy, 
for  conforming  to  them.  Ur.  S.  then  remarked 
lliat  we  carried  on  a  great  and  increasing  trade 
throngli  Alvarado  and  Tampioo;  tbe  retnma 
were  prinoipaUy  in  q>ede,  for  there  wss  noth- 


enmient  ml^t  direct  one  vessel,  and  one  only, 
to  transport  the  q>ecie,  bnt  withont  that  pro- 
tection, it  wonld  be  very  dangerons  to  carry  on 
the  trade.  Onr  manofactnree,  said  Ifr.  8.,  are 
preferred  to  all  others  in  tbe  Sontb  American 
market,  andoor  merchants  bad  established  their 
agents  m  tbe  interior,  to  whom  tbey  sent  tbeir 
mannfactnres  for  sale— tbe  returns  were  gen- 
erally in  specie ;  and  would  they  endanger  this 
trade,  for  fear  thst  tbe  naval  officers  should  be 
drawn  awi?  tmm  tbeir  employment  t  He  oonld 
not  understand  this.  The  amendment,  as  it  now 
stood,  vitboat  aa^  alteration  to  it,  wss  a  very 
good  one.  It  might  be,  Mr.  B.  aaid.  that  the 
pr^ndicea  of  edacadon  prevented  liim  from 
seeing  anjr  barm  that  oould  arise  from  sbipe 
of  war  bringing  borne  money  from  the  Padnc. 
Tbe  trade  there  brought  much  money  into  tbe 
United  States.  The  instcuctionB  forbid  the 
Captains,  on  that  coast,  from  bringing  borne 
any  money  but  what  belongs  to  merchants  of 
the  United  States.  Yon  pass  tbia  bill,  s^d  Mr. 
B.,  and  it  is  on  interdict  How  are  your  officers 
to  know  of  tbe  passaee  of  tbis  biU  providing 
ag^nat  it?  or  how  is  the  President  to  designate 
the  vessel  that  is  to  be  employed  F  Lu^  sums 
of  money  are  there  belonging  to  merobsnts. 
Tbe  ageute  wish  to  remit  it,  but  the  Captain 
who  is  there  may  not,  under  tbis  amendment, 
take  it,  because  be  is  not  tbe  Captain  designated. 
We  have  a  very  extensive  trade  with  Bonth 
America.  From  tbe  Middle  States  we  supply 
thom  with  vast  quantitiw  of  flonr  in  particnlar. 
They  sell  their  cargoes  at  Lima.  Fart  of  tbe 
produce  of  tbe  sale  they  lay  out  in  copper,  and 
the  rest  they  have  to  send  home  in  spede.  Bnt 
now  they  will  be  utterly  unable  to  do  so,  unless 
tbe  very  vessel  tbe  President  bss  de«^ated 
bi^pens  to  be  on  tbe  spot.  A  great  evil  will 
'  arise  from  this,  becoose  tbe  merchants  will  be 
compelled  to  send  their  money  home  in  unarmed 
Teasels.     This  will  be  known,  and  piratea  will 


lay  tn  wait  for,  and  capture  tbem.  If  our  naval 
offioers  do  now  and  then  make  a  little  money, 
by  brinoing  borne  specie,  I,  said  Mr.  B.,  shall  be 
very  well  pleased.  Their  psy  is  merely  a  living, 
and  tbeir  obtaining  a  little  money  by  these 
means,  does  barm  to  nobody.  Your  trade  in 
the  PaoiSo  does  not  soffer  by  it  The  British 
allow  their  Csptuns,  on  the  station,  to  mske 
what  they  can,  and  they  not  only  bring  home 
money  for  their  own  merohants,  but  bring  it 
fbr  any  other  party  that  will  pay  them  for  it. 
It  consequently  has  become  a  drng  in  England. 
What  we  forbid,  they  take.  I  qwke  lately  with 
an  officer,  who  informed  me  that  he  was  re- 
qoested  to  bring  home  a  sum  of  about  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  but  be  dare  not  do  it ;  and  the 
British  did,  and  received  the  premium  for  it. 
If  ^e  officer  had  been  allowed  to  have  done  it, 
be  would  have  made  a  oondderaUe  sum  of 
money,  and  this  qnantitv  of  spede  would  1ut« 
been  iotrodnoed  Into  tbis  coontiy,  instead  of 
being  osrried  to  England.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment, Mr.  8.  tbooght,  would  create  a  great  evil 
to  remedy  a  small  one. 

Mr.  CuHDLBB  said  he  had  never,  before  thb 
time,  been  ^ven  to  understand  tbat  tbe  ol^ect 
of  building  a  fleet  was  to  moke  tbem  carriers  of 
gold  and  silver  for  the  profit  of  the  officers  of 
the  Navy.  He  did  not  think  the  amendment 
would  operate  as  his  friend  from  Msryland 
seemed  to  think  it  would ;  if  tbe  ameiidment 
snoceeded,  the  Prendent  mieht  authorize  all 
ships  to  be  carriers,  and  nnder  such  circnm- 
Btanoes  as  he  might  direct  Hr.  G.  said  his  ob- 
ject wss  not  to  prevent  the  carrying  of  specie, 
under  any  drcumstanoee  whatever,  but,  if  it 
were  to  be  carried  at  all,  the  Navy  ongbt  not 
to  profit  by  it — if  their  pay  was  not  sufficient, 
be  would  aay,  give  tbem  more,  but  do  not  let 
them  depend  on  individual  merchants  of  tbe 
United  Sutes  for  tbeir  ocmpensation. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Marylan^  said,  that  he  had 
engaged  noeipectedly  in  the  debate.  Ha  had 
certainly  been  misunderstood  if  he  had  been. 
sappoeed  to  have  swd,  or  intended  to  have  said, 
any  thing  dlsrespectfnl  of  the  ofBcers  of  the 
Navy  generally.    He  believed  they  i        '  ' 

like  other  classes  c  ,  „         - 

Bome  smongst  tbem  who  were  not  quite  what 
tbey  ought  te  be.  Tbey  were  not  now  erectioK 
a  tribunal  to  dedde  on  the  merits  of  tbeir  navAl 
officers — they  were  trying  now  to  erect  a  sys- 
tem for  tbe  suppression  of  piracv,  by  wbiob  they 
might  remove  all  the  obstacles  which  wer« 
stated  to  them  by  the  President,  as  existing  nn- 
ftvorable  to  that  view.  They  were  told, 
amongst  other  things,  by  the  respectable  agent, 
(Mr,  Bandall,)  that  tbe  transportataon  of  specie 
tiiTongh  tbe  Qulf  of  Mexico,  has  been  one  of 
the  means  of  preventing  tne  suppression  of 
piracy.  Was  the  Senate  te  wtut  tiU  these  offi- 
oers were  tried  by  oonrt-martaal  before  ft  gave 
credence  to  the  I^ident  of  the  United  Statasf 
for,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  considered  the  docnments 
being  oommnnioated  to  the  Benate,  a  sofDoient 
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pnMf  that  the  Praeident  believed  them  to  be 
tme.  This  evidenoe  mffldsotlT  ftoytA,  that 
the  BjBteai  ctf  trsnaporting  Rpeoie  bad  hem  de- 
■tmctiTa  to  the  discipline  of  tlM  Bqnadron  in  that 
quarter.  What^  th^  were  tbey  to  dot  Iheij 
vera,  if  poemUe,  to  prevent  a  reonrreoM  of  that 
gjateoL,  and,  in  so  doing,  tlie;  should  not  pre- 
tend to  dedde  on  the  guilt  or  innooenoe  of  the 
offleen  who  hare  oommanded  on  that  rtation. 
The7  went  told  that  it  WM  neoesMTj  that  this 
pracUoe  shonld  be  sappreiaed :  therefore^  ther 
onght  to  paae  the  amendment  now  propoBad. 
He  repeated  he  meant  no  reflection  on  the  offi- 
oen  of  the  Nav^  generallj.  He  was  told  by 
hia  oolleagoe,  that,  td  remove  a  small  evil,  & 
greater  one  was  to  be  oreoted;  that  there  wasa 
Teij  profitable  trade  between  the  United  States 
and  tbe  I^tcifio;  that  the  retoms  were  made  in 
tpofiB,  and  itwaaneeeasar;  that  oar  ships  should 
trsnspwt  tlus  Bi>ede.  Bat  he  wonld  ask  him, 
where  anj  eonsidenbls  ttvde  was  carried  on 
with  thcM  porta,  was  there  a  single  doUar 
brooglit  home  in  public  armed  veesels?  The 
trade,  said  Mr.  L,  was  carried  on  in  onarroed 
Tenda,  and,  monUi  after  montL,  Tassels  arrived 
at  Baltamwe,  bringing  home  Itvge  smoonts  in 
i^eeie — and,  if  this  trade  oould  be  carried  on  in 
Hfet}r  to  Baltimore,  it  oonld  be  carried  on  to 
anj  other  ports  of  the  Union,  withont  the 
interreotion  of  poblio  armed  vessels. 

With  re^rd  to  the  transportation  of  specde 
(ran  the  Pacific,  3Ir.  L.  said,  it  did  not  often 
oeenr  that  the  poblio  armed  vessels  brought 
hoDW  much  from  that  part  of  the  world.  The 
Booey  nude  by  traasnortation  did  not  result 
from  the  home  trade,  bat  from  carrying  money 
from  port  to  port  in  South  America.  This 
tcaffio,  Mr.  L,  oontended,  was  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations;  onrahipa  of  war  were  oonvert- 
ed  into  insoranoe  offices;  the  money  of  the 
belligerents  was  put  on  board,  and  onr  officers 
leemved  the  premiuma.  This  oDght  certainly 
to  be  prohiMted.  Tbe  onpidity  of  the  officers 
oo^t  not  to  be  safibred  to  compromise  the 
peace  at  the  nation.  Nothing  bnt  the  weafc- 
Den  of  the  different  powers  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  tuid  preventM  oar  vessels  from  being 
attacked  on  theae  very  gronnds.  If  En^nd 
and  F^vnce  were  at  war,  wonld  sueh  a  thing  be 
suffered  t  Doobtlesa  It  would  not,  and  it  did 
not  become  Uie  dignity  of  Government  to  ooun- 
tenanoe  an  act  towards  a  weak  power,  that  she 
would  not  do  towards  a  stronger  one,  Suppos- 
ing that,  after  this  ameodment  sbonld  have 
passed,  a  public  armed  vessel  should  transport 
qtede,  was  there  any  thing  in  this  amendment 
to  prevent  it  I  Till  the  law  reached  the  Pacific, 
ttte  ocMumanders  of  vessels  would  act  imder  the 
instmctions  they  already  had.  If  there  were 
any  vesael  to  carry  out  this  law,  and  the  Pre*- 
ident  had  time,  he  would  inform  the  officers 
there  at  onoe^  and  wonld  designate  the  vessel 
which  was  to  brin^home  the  nwde,  if  it  brought 
tt  to  American  ntiiens,  and,  if  he  bad  not  time, 
tb^  woold  act  wadtx  the  instmctious  they  now 
bad— and  no  injury  would  be  done  to  the  nation. 


In  r«;*rd  to  the  esse  cited  of  the  British 
Navy,  Ur.  L.  observed  that  we  bad  a  navy 
which  could  stand  on  its  own  merits,  snd  re- 
qnired  no  precedent  from  the  Britjsh  Navy  to 
pve  it  consequence ;  and  we  had  departed,  in 
manv  instances,  from  the  practices  of  the  Biit- 
ish  flsvy,  many  of  which  were  bad  enough. 

Hr.  Kkrsa  said,  that  this  provision  went  to 
make  a  regolstioo  which  would  affect  tbe  com- 
meroe  of  the  United  States  to  a  great  extent. 
Tbe  object  of  this  bUl  was  to  suppress  piiaoy 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  any  provision  might  M 
grafted  on  it  that  would  tend  to  assist  that  ob- 
jeot ;  they  ml|^t  deolsre  the  eqnadron  should 
not  be  diverted  trom  that  one  object ;  should 
not  be  sent  to  the  coast  of  Africa  or  to  Mexico ; 
th^  might  make  any  such  limiEatione  as  those; 
bat,  when  they  undertook  to  make  a  general 
regulation  ftir  the  oommerce  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  they  opened  a  wide  field  ftv  dis- 
cnsrioD,  and  It  wmdd  be  Impoerible  to  perodve 
where  It  would  terminate.  At  the  last  seerion, 
this  very  point  was  detettnined,  that  the  inter- 
est of  commerce  required  that  this  privilem 
should  not  be  altogether  destroyed-— bnt  that  It 
should  be  regnlsted ;  accordingly,  it  was  sub- 
mitted to  a  committee,  and  great  attention  was 
bestowed  on  it;  a  bill  was  reported  for  the 
regntation  of  the  practice,  and  all  agreed  to  it ; 
and  it  was  not  their  fanit  that  this  was  not  now 
a  law.  But,  if  the  Honse  said  they  wonld  now 
go  into  the  consideration  of  regnlations  for  the 
transportation  of  spede^  it  would  be  neceesaiT 
for  them  to  rise,  to  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment (^  tiw  gendeman  from  Maine,  by  adding 
the  dauses  (a  the  bill  of  last  sesuon.  Was  the 
Senate  prepared  for  this)  No.  It  woold  be 
better  to  en&r  this  bill  to  depend  npon  its  own 
merits^  and  then  he  wonld  agree  with  the  geo- 
tleman  on  the  proposition  as  related  to  the 
transportation  of  specie.  This  was  a  bnsiuess 
of  much  importance  to  the  commercial  part  ol 
the  Union,  and  he  thought  at  least  they  ought 
to  oonfine  their  deliberations  to  the  otyeot  in 
view,  wliioh  was  the  enppresaioa  of  piracy  in 
the  West  Indies. 

On  the  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Ohak- 
dlbb's  smendment,  It  wss  decided  In  the  ncga- 
tive. 

Mr.  IiLOTT>,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
strike  ont  of  the  section  the  words  "  specially 
designated,"  snd  insert  instead,  the  words  in 
amformity  wiiA  inttruaHom. 

Mr.  L.  sdd,  he  did  not  like  to  undertske  to 
m^e  remarks,  withont  having  evidence  before 
him ;  bat  he  felt  himself  compelled  to  do  so,  to 
do  away  the  impresrion  that  might  be  made  by 
the  observatjon  of  the  gentleman  fit>m  Mary- 
land,  (Mr.  Llotd,)  that  the  pubUo  ships  were 
converted  into  insurance  omcee.  This  would 
indeed  be  a  belligerent  measure,  and  would  Jot- 
tify  the  detention  and  oaptore  of  snoh  shipsL 
Ss  ImprestdoQ  was,  that  it  woold  turn  out  Qiat 
this  practice  was  prohibited  by  the  instmelions 
of  the  Navy  Department,  and  therefise  the  al- 
legation would  prove  unfounded.    Ur.  I>.  addf 
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va  bad  lost  &t  one  time  100,000  dolkra  of 
■peoa,  b7  there  beins  no  TOMel  at  Iiand  to  taks 
tt  mnj.  He  InqtdrM  how  it  was  poaaible  to 
point  oat  whkh  ihoiild  he  theTeMelt  A  hrge 
^[oaadtf  of  monOT  migjit  be  oolleoted  together, 
and  a  twmI  off  tne  pwt  refine  to  take  lb  be- 
oaose  ihe  mw  not  the  reaael  dadgnated.  Uean- 
irhile  an  inTading  army  ml^t  omne  down  and 
carry  off  tbe  wptcia,  beoanae  the  venal  denig- 
nated  to  take  it  awH-  ww  a  hondred  rnHea  c^ 
and  ncme  other  dared  to  do  ib 

lit.  Houae,  of  Uaine,  uid,  that  tLe  Fl«d- 
dent  would  point  oat  the  Teasels  on  the  Weet 
Lidla  atatiMt  to  peiform  that  doty.  There  were 
TMseb  enon^  for  Qiat  partiailar  spedea  of  aeiv 
TtoO)  and  the  othen  ahonld  not  be  ^ofibred  to 
togiga  in  Ik  He  did  not  beUere  that  the  aur- 
tlumta  were  fn  any  danger  of  lorfng  thdr  iaon«7 
by  an  inenrreotioa  in  tttat  qoarter.    The  Sen- 


teot  them  against  lawlen  tnitdMra;  and  if  ._ 
Premdeot  gare  general  instractions  to  tlie  flert, 
there  seemed  to  be  but  little  danger  of  thoee 
instrootioiia  being  abased.  He  esteemed  the 
officers  of  the  Navy,  but  they  were  hnt  men, 
and  mi^t  beoome  wicked,  and  n^gbt  beoome 
io  in  propwtion  to  the  temptation.  TIlli  all 
hia  anbobon  for  Um  Sktj,  he  had  soma  £Mrs 
that  It  was  not  on  so  good  a  standing  as  it  was 
at  the  dose  of  the  last  war.  He  was  afrdd 
that,  if  there  were  another  war,  instead  of  seek- 
ing the  enemy  as  they  had  dtme  beibre,  some 
woold  be  fonnd,  who  woold  be  more  inolined  to 
aot  as  prlTBteera.  Part  of  our  navy  was  in 
port,  anil  part  employed,  uid  there  was  aoaroe- 
ly  a  brecEe  that  blew,  bot  what  bronglit  i^elli- 
genoe  of  dUcord  and  disagreement  among  the 
offioers.  One-half  were  engaged  in  titOag  on 
ooorla-martUl  to  try  the  otbKn,  and  one  of 
high  rank  was  sent  for  home  to  answer  for  Ida 
oondnoL  Vliat  is  the  reason,  said  Ur.H^Otat, 
two  years  ago,  our  oommeroe  and  sailors  were 
efficiently  proteoted  ftom  the  depredatioiis  ot 
these  [W^ea,  and  now  it  oaunot  be  done, 
though  in  posteesion  of  the  same  means  t  Ton 
are  tdd  by  the  doomnent  on  the  table,  from 
yonr  reapeotable  agent  in  OnbL  I  think  we 
are  bonnd  to  beliere  in  it,  taken  in  oonneotion 
with  the  snppoeidon  that  the  same  eflbot  is  not 
now  prodnced  that  was  formerly,  althoiufa  the 
same  means  are  employed.  The  oompuint  is 
made  to  yoa,  and  yon  are  to  preaoribe  the 


proper  remedy,  and  yoa  are  doing  it  in  Wearor- 
tng  to  restrain,  in  acmw  measore,  the  aril  oom- 
puunedot 

Ur.  BuBODX  ezpreesed  his  regret  that  the 
amendment  had  ever  been  intndooed  at  all. 
"nie  attention  of  Ihe  Senate  had  been  drawn  off 
by  it  from  the  object  in  view,  which  was  the 


any  legjdatJTe  measnre  on  the  snqeot,  if  in- 
fbnnatioQ  reached  the  proper  deputmea^  to 
whom  was  imparted  the  oapadty  to  rMrnlate  it, 
that  the  naral  offioers  had  not  been  somdenUy 


attentive  to  thdr  dnty,  bnt  had  anffered  them- 
selvea  to  be  sednoed  from  it,  it  would  be  tbtli 
boaoden  daty  to  give  the  neeesseiy  instrDotamia 
to  pat  a  stop  to  each  abnsee.  Ur.  B.  iaqnired, 
whether  it  woold  not  be  pomible  to  efibot  a 
oomjffomiae  between  the  partaea,  so  as  to  get 
eWr  of  tiie  general  qneetion  in  a^  inatanec^ 
and  to  confine  it  to  piracy  in  the  f^Mt  lodiea, 
Tl,  attar  &e  word  ^^tn,  atinviaid  were  added, 
it  wonld  get  rid  (tf  ul  the  diffleolties.  The 
eflbot  of  this  wovidou  wonld  then  be  limited  to 
agnadroo  in  the  West  Lidiee. 


lb.  Taowkll  obeerred,  that  there  were  pi- 
rates in  many  otherparts  of  the  wodd  beddea 
the  Wsat  Indies.    The  diflbrence  between  tba 


tieman  from  Mai»iiflinif*tSi  woold 
ibiled  by  smipodng  the  word  efrmy 
from  the  third  seodon,  and  piraeim 


>l{feot  that  his  ooUeagne  had  In  view,  and  that 

of  the  gentleman  f —   " '- — "- '■* 

beet  be  exhibited  b; 

ab^iok  oat  bma  the  third  seodon,  a  _  ^ 
qfitTvtaid  pnt  in  its  place.  There  were  pirates 
in  many  parts.  Slave  traders  were  plratee; 
pirates  there  were  fonnd  also  in  the  East  In- 
diee,  in  the  Struts  trf  Sanda,  and  in  the  Padfio 
Ooean.  The  ohJeot  of  tliia  seotloa  was  to  im- 
pose reatiiotJoDS  by  Uw,  so  that  no  pol^ 
armed  vessel,  engaged  in  the  snppreedon  of  pi- 
racy, shoold  engage  in  the  tran^ortaticn  of 
q»eoie.  Bat  Qiey  wanted  no  lnstniotlona;th^ 
bad  them  already:  for  it  was  a  portatm  of  tbo 
doty  of  every  poblio  vessel  to  suppress  grates, 
wherever  they  foond  them,  and  uieire  was  no 
better  way  of  assisdng  oommeroe  than  to  pro- 
tect it  from  the  depreoations  at  these  fteeboot- 
eis. 

The  qneetion  bdng  on  Mr,  Lloyd's  motdon  to 
strike  ont  the  woras  "tpeoiaiiff  dtntptated," 
and  insert  *n  omAnniCy  wiA  iia6nut4imt,  was 


he  had  jnst  befhre  sn^eeted,  (limiting  the 
operation  of  the  section  to  the  West  Indies,) 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PiBXOR  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  or  any  other  articles  of  frei^t,"  beoanae  pnb- 
lio  veaeels  were  seldom  or  never  employed  In 
traofjx>rting  any  thing  bnt  specie  or  bnllion. 

After  some  oonvenstion,  tiiia  motion  wh 
lost;  and  then 

The  qneetion  bdng  taken  on  the  aeotiMi,  it 
was  r^eoted— ayes  18,  noec  SO. 

The  Senate  then  a^Joamed. 

Thubsdat,  Fabmary  8. 
SuppnuiofUff  Piraeif. 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  oonMderatlon  of  tha 
Ull  to  siqipress  Piracy  in  the  West  Indies — the 
amendment  proposed  by  Ur.  Skitk,  (granting 
aid  to  merchantmen  to  arm,)  being  sull  pend- 
ing. 

On  this  amendment,  and  varioos  propooltlcHis 
to  mocU^  it,  in  regard  to  tite  Und  and  qaanti^ 
of  armament  reqoired.  the  amount  of  pnmiam, 
^0.,  a  disonsdon  took  place,  irtiich  oontinned 
about  two  boon.  Id  this  diacnssion,  Hesars. 
BioT^  Houm  of  Mwne,  Eaxob^  Miiu^  IdotD 
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cf  Hml,  D'Wolf,  Ijatd  of  Hd^  Hi.m,  Vur 
Bmsa,  and  XbnuAT,  took  part. 

Ibully  the  Benate  refoaed  to  flD  the  Uank 
fbr  the  pnndDm  with  $100,  with  |7B,  and  with 
^tO.  On  the  latter  Hmi,  tlie  queBtion  was  d&- 
eUed  bf  jeea  and  n^a,  aa  fbUowa : 

Tua,— If CMn.  Baibosr,  WWM,  Bdwirds,  Eajne, 
JolmabKi  of  LoiL,  t»D.j,  UojA  of  Htm.,  Lowiis, 
IGlh,  Pdmcr,  Purott,  Bogglea,  Bajmonr,  Smith, 
■Bd  Tu>  Bmen — IS. 

ITati.— Hewi.  Barton,  Ball,  BentiHi,  BonHgnj, 
Bnaeh,  Brawn,  Chandler,  Cl»toD,  IXcdMrM»i, 
Eatoo,  EDioH,  Flndlkj,  OtHlud,  Holmu  of  Mdna, 
HoluM  of  HiM^  Sielaon,  Sins  of  AU.,  Elne  of 
H.  T^  Sjiidit,  Uojd  of  Hd.,  Xaeon,  Tilbot,  Taj- 
lor,  Tuewell,  Thoiua,  Tan  Djke,  tnd  WQUaina— 


mant  i&fiU,  propoaed  hy  11 
tired  wittioot  a  diTU(H>. 


Mr.  Haoom  then,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  asoer- 
ttiniag,  u  be  aaid,  wbefhw  the  Senate  were 
dkpoaed  to  sot  at  all  m  thia  bill,  on  tbia  anbjeot 
of  granting  enoonragement  to  the  merohantmen 
to  ann,  AoL  moved  to  strike  out  the  finrUi  seo- 
tJoi  of  the  bin,  whioh  ia  aa  followB : 

"  See.  4.  Amd  ht  UfiirtiUr  trniefd,  That  the  oen- 
nandeiB  and  cram  of  any  anned  merohaut  rttMi 
of  the  United  Statei  be,  and  thej  are  hereby,  an- 
Ihorlted  to  Tecaptnre  anj  Teawl  and  cargo  taken 
bj  liiatce  npon  tbe  ooeat  of  the  laUnd  of  Caba,  or 
toe  other  ulands  afores^d,  or  on  tiie  a^oiiunf^ 
■eaa ;  and  nch  TesnL  ao  recapturod,  being  broDght 
into  anj  Jidldal  district  of  the  United  BUtee,  h^ 
be  a^adged  to  be  restored  b;  anr  oonrt  of  the 
ITidted  States,  bafing  admiral^  Jtnttdlction  Uiere- 
b,  to  the  loriMr  omee  or  omteia  of  the  same,  he 
«  Aey  paring  fbr  salrage  not  Its*  than  one-d^th, 
nor  BOca  than  enetelf  of  the  tane  Talne  of  the  said 
TCNel  and  cargo,  at  the  &aedon  of  the  oonrt,  Ibr 
the  benefit  of  the  re-eaptots,  and  In  saoh  j/rtipor- 
tlona  aa  the  eomt  shall  dirept,  which  paTmenta  of 
Mbage  shall  be  made  withont  any  dedntrtion  what- 


Ua  dnratimi.  In  iridcih  Ifnan.  UaooB,  liniA, 
TanwHi,  BuBODK  and  Smith,  toiA  part 
The  debate  toned  pnni^alty  on  the  expedeiu? 
et  fnaeriing  in  ibis  UD  proTidons  alieady  ea1>- 
MaatialtriDfbroe;  on  the  proprietj  of  maUng 
■ij  diaoiiminatioD  In  the  amount  M  aalTue  to 
be  allowed  f<7  reosptnrei  frm  tlie  piratea  in  the 
Teat  lodiM,  and  leoqilDTee  elaewhere ;  whether 
proper  to  fix  the  amoont  hj  the  blU,  or  leaTe  it 
totiwdisaretionoftheoonrt,&o.  uttheoonne 
tt  Qte  debate,  Hr.  Smuh  moved  to  strike  ont 
the  words  which  made  the  seotion  tftplioable 
■loBO  to  Onha  and  the  West  Indies  so  aa  to 
hare  the  proriidon  general;  bat  no  qneslion 
WW  takan  Mfore  the  a^Joonmunt. 

lIoxsAT,  Fetiroarf  1. 

Taaoo  Claim. 

The  Senate  leeomed  fbe  oondderation  of  the 

npcrt  of  the  Committee  on  the  Jndidaiy,  nn- 

ftnoable  to  the  petiticm  of  EbMWMT  OUrer  and 


others,  together  with  the  motion  to  strike  ont 
cftheieeiMiitkmaooompanjing^  the  word  "not^" 
the  report    ibe  debate  <a  this 

_       sme^andor 

whole  of  this  day's  sitting. 

Mr.  ViurBrnmt  qKike  at  great  lenguiasauHt 
the  claims  of  Qte  petUionera,  gronndlng  1^  oS 
"  018  ni  these  tMHnta:  "Hiat  this  qneetiw  had 
onoe  dedded  b^  a  oompetent  tribonal,  e»- 
tabUahed  at  the  instanoe  of  tJie  patties  seeking 
relief;  that  it  was  sgainst  the  p^oy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  sg^nst  the  pnbllo  interest,  to  open 
these  prooeedingi^  and,  If  they  were  opened, 
tiiere  was  nothiiw  in  these  claims  fbondeadtbtr 
ioeoreqn%. 

EmXT,  Mr.  Sktxous,  and  Mr.  Ibua, 
eaoh  spoke  at  oonsiderable  lengOi  in  re^  to 
Mr,  "Vas  Btmv,  and  in  bvoi  id  the  dami  of 
the  petitaoneie;  after  which  the  Benate  ad> 
Jonnwd. 

TuKDAT,  Febmary  8. 
EUMon  tifPrMidtttt,  Se. 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate^ 
appdnted  to  j(^  anoh  oommittee  ss,mi^t  be 
app<dnted  oa  the  part  of  the  House  of  Bwre- 
sentatiTeB,  to  aaoartidn  and  repmt  a  mode  of 
ftTfttnining  Qto  votes  for  Freodeut  and  'Vice 
Prerident  of  the  United  States  and  of  notify- 
ing ttbo  pers<His  elected  of  th«ir  election,  rejfort, 
In  part,  the  agreemmt  <^  the  Joint  Oommittee 
to  the  foliowing  reeolntion: 

"  AkJmi^  That  the  two  Houses  shall  sssemUe 
In  the  Chamber  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentadvee 
on  Wedneeday,  the  8th  dv  of  Febraary,  1B2S,  at 
12  o'clock ;  that  one  petson  be  a]qK>inted  telkr  on 
the  part  of  the  Sanate,  and  two  persons  be  appoint- 
ed tellers  on  the  part  of  the  Honse,  to  make  a  Uat 
of  the  votes  aa  they  shall  be  deolared ;  that  the 
reenk  shall  be  deUvered  to  the  Fceaident  of  the 
Senate,  vbo  shall  sraonnee  to  the  two  ^oaei,  aa- 
ssmhled  as  aforesaid,  the  state  of  the  vote,  and  the 
peiaon  or  pMs<»a  e^cted,  If  it  dull  appear  that  a 
ohwce  hath  been  made  agreeably  lo  the  Ooustitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  which  annnnclatiaii  shall 
be  deemed  a  snIBcient  deelaration  of  the  peieon  or 
peisoDS  eleoted,  and,  together  with  a  list  of  the 
votes,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Joomals  of  the  two 
HoQsesi 

[The  oommittee  which  made  this  report  oon- 
risted,  on  the  part  of  the  Senot^  of  Mr.  Tu»> 
WELL,  Mr.  ViK  Dns,  Mr.  Enra,  of  JJabema. 

Onthepartof    ^ 
Mr.  Tatlos,  Mi 
Fennaylvaiiia,] 

Mr,  TiXBOT  soggested  some  difflool^  in  the 
(vder  of  proeeedliu  reoommeuded  by  ue  com- 
mittee^ end  Mr.  Houa&  of  Ualne,  proposed 
s(Mno  amendment,  bat  wbiob  he  sabeeqaeDt^ 
withdrew.  These  sagResUons  gave  rise  to  soma 
disonadon  dT  the  sobject,  in  which  Msears. 
HoLKB  (tf  Maine,  Talbot,  Tazewxll,  Lowim, 
Basboux,  Joasaaa  of  Eentno^,  Kibs  of  Al»- 
bama,  and  Van  I>iki,  parti<dpated. 

Mr.  TAzanu,  wen^  at  some  length,  into 
on  ezplanatirai  and  jostifleaUoD  of  the  ooorsa 
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Ate  would  have  preferred  a  different  arrange- 
ment, they  were  OTeimled  by  the  eommlttee 
on  the  p^  of  the  other  House,  which  had  its 
rights  BB  well  as  the  Senate.  The  mode  reported 
t>y  the  oommittee,  was  pre<UBely,  however,  tiw 
same  as  that  adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  agreed 
on  by  the  two  Eonsea,  on  BimiUr  oecauona, 
from  (he  year  1805  to  IBIT.  indnave. 

The  report  of  the  oommittee  was  oanontred 
in. 

Ur.  TizKWKLL  was  appointed  toller  on  Hie 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Wkdbbbdat,  February  9. 

BleeUon  iff  Pretidmt  by  Ae  Eovm  <^  £tpn- 

tentaliea. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 

the  Hall    of  the  House  of  BepresentotiTea, 

agreeably  to  joint  resolntionjfor  tne  porpoee  of 


opening  and  oonotiDK  the  Etectorsl  votea  for 
Prorident  and  Vice  Tred*'     '     '    '      "  ■■   ^ 

States. 


At  half-past  two  o'dook,  the  Senate  retomed 
to  ita  Obamber,  and  then  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  February  11. 

Obtifieathn  qf  Tiet  Pretid^mt't  EUeUon. 

Ur.  Taswxll  Bnbmitted  the  following  reao- 
Intion: 

"Rtvilttd,  That  the  President  of  the  Fnlted 
States  b«  requested  to  raoee  to  b«  InngmStted  to 
Jobn  0.  CtUboim,  of  South  Cuolin*,  TIce  Preudent 
ekct  of  the  United  BtntcB,  natiflcation  of  hli  elec- 
Uon  to  that  office,  and  that  the  Prendent  of  the 
Senate  do  make  and  sign  a  eertificste  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Be  it  known,  That  the  Senate  and  House  of 
RepTceentaliTeB  of  the  United  Btates  of  America, 
being  convened  at  the  c\ij  of  Wuhington,  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thooBand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five, 
the  undenrritteu  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tem. 

Eie,  did,  in  the  presence  of  the  Mid  Senate  and 
>aBe  of  ReprescntaUves,  open  all  the  certlficatea 
and  count  all  the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  a  Fred- 
dent  and  Vice   President  of  the  United  States: 


Electoro,  as  Vice  President ;  by  aU  which  it  ap- 
pears that  John  C.  Calhoun,  of  SoDth  Carolina,  has 
been  duly  elected  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  agreeably  to  the  constitation. 

"In  iritneas  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
band,  this day  of  February,  1B2S. 

"  And  ibat  the  President  of  the  Senate  do  cause 
the  certificate  aforesaid  to  be  laid  lufore  the  Fred- 
dent  of  the  Umted  States,  with  tliis  resolution." 

On  motion  of  Kr.  "Eaa,  of  Alabama,  &^  ree- 
olntion  was  fbrthwith  conwdered,  and  was 
agreed  to. 

TuKDAT,  February  16. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 

Whole,  (HCr.  Ens,  of  Alabama,  in  the  ohur,) 


'uOeiaiy.  [F^unlxr,  1B36. 

the  bill  to  amend  Ihe  Jadidal  System  of  tbe 
United  fitot^  and  to  provide  fbr  three  addi- 
tional dronit  Oonrte;  the  qoeation  being  on 
reaxDmltting  the  bin  with  inatraotionB. 

Ur.  JoHFBOir,  of  Kentuoky,  ofiered  a  tew 
Airther  remarhe  explanatory  ^  ^^  nature  of 
the  bilL  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Ur.  TAZEWXLL,  of  Virginia,  adverted  to  the 
importauoe  of  the  measure,  and  the  imposd- 
bility  of  its  reoeiving  the  consideration  which 
it  merited,  and  passing  through  both  Honaee  of 
Congress  the  present  sesdon.  He  thm  moved 
that  the  biU  and  reeolntlon  be  indeSniCelypoat- 
poned,  and  pledged  himself,  should  the  post- 

Eonement  take  plaoe,  to  oo-operate  with  the 
onorable  mover  of  tie  bill,  in  prodncing  k 
plan  which  should  ensnre  the  attainment  of  the 
ottJeot  he  had  in  view,  by  the  best  means  that 
oonld  be  employed. 

Ur.  Talbot  hcqied  that  the  biU  would  not 
be  poe^ned,  and  went  ipto  a  long  aigument 
to  uow  that  the  Western  States  who  had  bees 
for  years  asking  that  the  benefite  of  the  circmit 
system  sbonld  be  allowed  them,  shonld  not 
longer  be  denied  a  Just  and  common  right  He 
proceeded  to  reply  at  some  length  to  the  argo- 
menta  orged  against  the  tnll,  when  it  was  last 
before  Ihe  Soutte,  and  contended  that  the  pree- 
ent  bin  was  only  an  attempt  to  perfect  a  sys- 
tem wbioh  had  received  the  approbation  of  the 
country  for  more  than  thirty  years,  a  system 
copied  from  the  English  Jodiwkiy,  which, 
whatever  might  be  sud  of  the  Oovervnient, 
was  the  pride  of  the  oountry  and  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world. 

The  qnestion  bein^  taken  on  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  it  wes  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TiAs. — Messrs.  Barlioor,  Barton,  Bnmch,  Clay- 
ton, Cobb,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findiay,  King  of  New 
York,  Lowrie,  Uocou,  HiUe,  Taylor,  Tazewell,  Von 
Buren,  Yin  Dyke— IS. 

Kirs. — Uenrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bouligny,  Brown, 
Chandler,  Dtckerson,  Eaten,  Oaillard,  Hohnes  of 
IMne,  Holmes  of  Ifisdeedpid,  Jaekson,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  JtHoMtm  at  LouUana,  Kelly,  King  rf 
*'f>'f>'fi  Knight,  Tjinn.ji^  Lloyd  of  KaMMhuMtta, 
HcLeui,  Noble,  Palmer,  Poirott,  Bn^lee,  Sey- 
mour, Smith,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Williams— SS. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion 
to  reoommit  the  bill  with  instmctions. 

The  Senate  oc^onmed.* 

WxDHESDAT,  Febmoiy  16. 
TheSeaiato  again  took  np.  In  Oommittoe  at 
the  Whtdes  the  biU  to  amend  the  jodioial  system 
of  the  Umted  States,  and  fcr  the  appdntment 
of  three  additional  eironit  Jndf^ea,  (m  the  West- 
em  Stales^  the  qnestlon  pendmg  being  on  the 
recommitment  of  tlte  bill  totbe  Jndtdaiy  Oom- 

Ur.  Tazbwxll  then,  for  the  purpose,  he  said, 
of  trying  the  sense  of  the  8«iato  on  the  most 
important  feature  of  the  bill,  moved  so  to 
amend  it  as  to  provide  that  the  three  additinul 
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cifcoit  jaigoB  shaD  wt  be  juatioei  of  the  Sa- 


il inigea 
aOooit. 


)Ir.  JoEKBcnr,  of  Eentacky,  eaii,  that  the 
effect  of  Uib  unendment  would  be  to  degrade 
tbe  Weetem  States.  There  was  a  olaase  in  Qie 
oonstitntiOD,  that  Statee,  on  coming  into  the 
Union,  shoold  rectire  equal  lighta  and  privi- 
leges.  He  had  said,  on  a  former  oooaaion,  that 
it  waa  not  to  be  expected  that  these  States 
wen,  in  thur  in&noy,  to  reotive,  at  once,  all 
the  benefite  of  the  iTBtem,  bat  now,  after  K> 
nmch  time  had  paase^  and  their  olume  were  bo 
eenerallj  acknowledged,  they  were  fbllj  enti- 
Oed  to  1m  placed  on  on  eqaathy  with  the  other 
Btatea;  ana  what  was  it  that  was  now  offered 
to  them!  They  would  allow  them  circuit 
jndgee,  bat  tber  were  not  to  occupy  a  aeat  on 
the  Sopreue  Bench  of  the  Union.  J^^oinst 
thia  be  protested,  iir.  3.  nude  a  few  more  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  this  motion,  when 

lix.  Tazxweia.  offered,  snccinotlv,  liia  reaaons 
tar  anbinitdng  hia  amendment,  end  to  ahow  the 
noreasonablenees  and  impropriety  of  different 


parts  of  the  oonntry  claiming  an  exact  portion 
of  jodges  on  the  buioh  of  tbe  Supreme  Oonrt 
and  the  abenrditj  of  resorting  to  tJie  prinoiplf 


}  procure  impartial 


ot  jodidal  rejireBontatit 
JQstioe,  &0. 

Vi.  JoHHSOS,  of  Kentucky,  said  be  wished  to 
say  a  few  words  in  snswer  to  the  gentleman 
from  Yii^nia,  and  flrat,  as  to  jndidal  represen- 
tation. He  supposed  that  it  waa  the  anty  of 
eTer;  indiridoal  to  pnt  tbe  precise  ooriBtraatiou 
<«i  the  words  in  debate,  which  the  individaal 
asiog  those  words  intended  to  coi 
H  therefore,  from  the  defectiveness 
gnaoe^  the  RCDUeman  bad  extended  bis  meaning 
of  the  words  Judicial  representation,  he  hoped 
he  ahonld  reoeiTe  the  pardon  of  that  honorable 
body,  in  giving  a  abort  explanation  of  his  mean- 
ing. It  might  be  the  same  thing  to  the  honor- 
able gentieman  whether  the  man  who  was  to 
decide  on  tbe  rights  of  hia  oonstitaenta  came 
from  one  of  tbe  diatant  States,  or  any  oomer  of 
this  Uoioo.  l£r.  J.  said  he  wanted  Eentncby 
to  dedde  for  Kestaoky.  They  wanted  tbe 
meaanre  of  jastiee  extended  to  them  that  had 
be«i  extended  to  tbe  old  States  for  for^  yeara, 
ud  yet  their  doctarine  waa  said  to  be  heretical. 
He  bid  said  bef(tf&  and  be  repealed  it,  they  liad 
a  right  to  «  judicial  representaljon  on  ^e  l>ench 
of  uis  So^eiBe  Oonrt^  in  the  sense  in  which  be 
tM^  it.  He  meant  only  the  extenrion  of  the 
•yatem  to  all  the  Statea — of  that  ayatem  which 
aacnred  to  Virffmia  two  Supreme  Jndgea,  and 
be  did  not  speak  of  it  in  any  other  riev. . 

Mr.  J.  wished  to  do  awaj  with  the  trouble 
atid  oonfoaion  that  had  arisen  in  thia  country 
bom  the  words,  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contncb^  bat  he  did  not  deny  lite  solenuii^  of 
the  principle  the  words  contained.  He  onh; 
^k«  of  the  oonfouon  tbat  had  been  iutroduoed 
into  the  jadiciaiy  of  the  whole  Union  by  those 
wcfda.  He  tlwu^t  the  gentleman  ooold  not 
tdl  him  what  waa  the  conatruotiou  pat  on  those 
wonU  by  tbe  Sapume  Ooort  of  tbe  Union.    It 


had  been  decided  many  times,  in  different  ways, 
in  the  State  he  (Ur.  J.)  repreeented.    He  oom- 

Clained  of  tbe  words  l>ecanse  they  allowed  of  a 
[titude  that  ioToired  State  rie;bts  and  State 
sovereignty,  of  which  Tirginia  bad  ooinplained 
aa  lond  as  any.  He  did  aay,  and  he  repeatedly 
thoee  words  were  introduced  into  tbe  constitu- 
tion  without  intending  to  give  them  aay  im- 
portance^ yet  more  confo^on  had  grown  out  <f 
them  than  from  any  worda  in  tbe  oonatitutitoi 
for  many  rears  past. 

If  tbe  doctrine  were  true,  that  respon^bili^ 
diminiabed  in  an  inverse  ratio  as  numbers  in- 
oreased,  then  tbe  body  to  whom  be  now  ad- 
dressed himself  might  as  well  oousiat  of  twenty- 
fonr  as  of  forty-eight  members.  The  House  irf 
Bepreeentativea  would  be  better  with  bslf  its 
present  number.  Tbe  same  principle  would 
uiply — and  the  Supreme  Oourt  nad  better  con- 
si^  of  one  member  than  seven. 

He  thought  that  equal  justice  wonld  never  b« 
extended  to  them,  without  they  were  fairly  rep- 
roBented,  each  jndge  having  a  district  allotted 
to  liiai,  in  which  he  oonld  reasonably  move. 
They  did  not  wish  fbr  inferior  Judges,  who 
were,  in  a  manner,  disfranchised,  to  be  sent 
amongst  them ;  that  wsa  not  the  remedy  they 
wanted.  What  they  asked  for  was  a  remedy 
which  sbonld  strike  at  the  root  of  tbe  evil ;  and 
he  did  think  they  would  be  de^aded  if  they 
received  Judges  who  were  dis^nohised  from 
sitting  on  the  Supreme  Bench. 

He  shoold,  he  said,  be  onwilling  to  trnst  tha 
decision  of  thoae  great  oonstitutional  queetion^ 
which  might  bunible  the  State  sovereignties  to 
the  dust,  to  any  tribnnal  on  earth  that  waa  not 
direct  from  the  people,  and  for  the  deciMona  of 
such  questiona  toey  ought  to  have  a  majority  of 
ax  inst«ad  of  three,  by  increasing  the  number 
of  judges.  He  trusted,  therefore^  that  the 
amendment  of  the  geoueman  from  Tii^inia 
would  not  prevail. 

Ifr.  Talbot,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  sdd  that 
the  immense  importance  of  the  proposition 
which  was  the  subject  of  this  dionssion,  not 
only  to  that  eeotion  of  the  Union  for  wboae 
immediate  and  more  peculiar  benefit  it  is  caloo- 
lated  and  intended  to  operate,  but  to  every  ppr- 
lion  of  this  widely  extended  Union,  must  be  his 
apology  for  attempting  some  oppoution  to  tha 
motion  of  the  houoraolo  gentlemon  from  Tlr- 
gisuA,  who,  in  addition  to  the  propositioa  of  bia 
honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Basboub,)  has  favored 
ua  with  hia  aewprojtt  as  a  substitute  for  the 
bill  upon  your  table. 

Thia  last  amendment,  o&red  by  Qio  gentle- 

anfromYirginia,  (]U!r.  Tazewell,}  tbe  anUeot 
of  tbe  present  dlscnsGion,  is,  to  my  mind,  Ur. 
President,  tbe  more  inadmis^ble — I  meat  aay, 
intolerable,  tbau  all  tbe  propositions  wbiui 
have  been  sabmitted  to  thia  honorable  body,  or 
for  tbe  reformation  or  improvement  of  the 
present  organization  of  our  jodioial  aystem.  Of 
tbe  imporlance  of  this  department  of  oar  na- 
tional mstitntJooB,  of  that  department  whkli  is 
Hie  daily  admloiitniioii  <it  i&h 
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tribntive  Jiistic«  to  the  dtdzens  of  these  United 
Btates,  by  a  apeedy,  ooireot,  trad  impartial  deci- 
sion of  uieir  various  ooutroTendes,  whloh  ariie 
to  difitnrb  the  heppinesa  of  domeetdo  or  sodal 
Ufe,  we  oaimot  speak  too  strongly,  or  estimate 
too  hl^j.  The  effects  end  aperations  of  the 
other  departments  of  Tonr  Gorenimeat— -of 
TOUT  le(^alative  and  ezeoDtive— tbe  law-^Ting 
and  the  law-executing  fdnotionailM  of  natlonu 
antboritj,  70Q  fbel  the  force  and  eiHov  the  ben- 
t&\B  at  intervala.  Bntthe  action  of  the  judicial 
Amotions  la  that  which,  as  it  pervadee  more  ht- 
timatel;  the  afOurs  and  concerns  of  men,  baa 
an  almost  Inoeeaant  and  oonstant  Inflnenoe  on 
flie  Booiety,  the  peace  and  happinesa  of  which  It 
was  institnted  to  preserve  and  promote,  Witii 
what  oBotion  and  delibeTat«  reflection,  aided  by 
all  the  lights  of  wisdom  and  matured  ezperi- 
enoe,  ooj^t  we  to  approadh  this  intermting  enb- 
Jeot  I  ^flnenoed  by  these  ootunderations,  the 
mends  of  the  propootion  emhraoed  by  the  bill 
on  yonr  table,  contemplate  by  its  pnmdons  no 
radical  chuige  in  the  owonization  of  yonr  Jodi- 
«ial  ayetem,  which  has  been  bo  long  in  opera- 
lion  :  a  ^stem  which,  framed  by  the  en^- 
•noed  wisdom  of  many  of  those  sages  to  whom 
Uie  ^oriooa  charter  tjt  onr  liberties,  the  Federal 
Oonititntion,  owea  its  birth,  claims  to  partici- 
pate largely  in  the  advantages  which  so  mnoh 
wisdom,  sRilt,  and  politioal  niowledge  and  ex- 
perience coold  bring  to  so  great  a  work  as  the 
organization  of  a  jndiaial  HyBt«in,  oorrespcmding 
to  the  wants,  wiahe^  and  interests  of  our  exten- 
IBT6  confederation. 

This  system,  Ur.  President,  estsbliBhed  by 
the  act  of  1789,  fl-amed  in  so  mn^  wisdom  and 
exp^enoe— eanctioned  by  snoh  namea  a«  the 
Oongrew  of  tiie  United  States  of  that  period  en- 
lollad  in  the  catalogue  of  its  memberB— adopted 
as  its  modeL  for  the  ontiinee  of  its  iustitntion, 
that  of  tbe  British  Empire,  from  whom  we  de- 
rive oar  origin,  and  many  of  onr  inestimable 
fnstitntioDs ;  and  whose  Jndidary,  whatever  we 
may  tlunk  or  say  of  tbe  fuilta  or  defects  of 
other  departments  of  her  Qoveniment— of  tbe 
ineqoality  of  representation,  or  cormption  of 
lier  Honse  of  Oomnumo— of  the  ari^ocratic  and 
dangerous  character  of  her  House  of  Lords,  or 
of  the  arbilrary  pru'ogatiTes  of  her  Eln^— aa 
zegardfl  her  Jndlmary,  It  baa  been,  in  Ita  g^erd 
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Its  admtaiistration  bf  distributive  Jtutioe,  the 
pride  of  that  nation,  and  the  admiration  of  the 
dviliied  world.    The  union  of  ori^nal  and  ap- 

Cte  jnrisdiotion  in  the  twelve  judges  of 
minster  Hall,  who,  in  their  allotted  cdr- 
cnit^  traierse  the  extent  of  the  British  lale, 
holdmg  in  each  oonnty,  or  Bhire,  of  that  king- 
dom, a  oonrt  of  Niri  Frins,  for  the  trial  of 
oaoBM  arising  within  them,  and  ac|joaming 
meMoaa  of  novelty,  difficulty,  or  peonUar  mag- 
mtnde^  to  the  Oonrt  of  King's  Bench,  or  othju- 
xevisiDg  and  ooutrollii^  eonrt  of  appellate  ju^ 
diction  at  Westminst^-^ias  never  yet  been 
Iield  as  a  I>lemi8h,  much  leea  of  fatal  error  in  the 
organization  of  the  Britioh  Oonrta,    ^or  has 


the  number  of  twelve  judges,  of  whioh  the  ' 
oourta  of  Westminster  are  compoaed,  been  eam- 
plmned  of  as  tnadequote  to  the  Recharge  of  the 
roDctions  incident  to  the  bidding  the  oonrta  <k 
Nim  Frins,  frtan  age,  Infirmity,  or  any  of  thcso 
caoaea  whidi  are  aUeged  by  honorable  gentle- 
men, as  dSsqnsli^ing  Uie  judgoB  of  our  own  Su- 
preme Oonrt  frmn  tlie  dlKhoi^  of  the  functions 
of  drenit  jodges,  to  which  th^  have  been  found 
entirely  oompet«nt  throng  ttie  oouree  of  onr 
long  experience  for  a  penod  of  five  and  thirty 
years. 

If  this  period,  Ur.  Freddent^  having  its  origin 
almost  coeval  witli  the  origia  and  Introduction 
of  onr  happy  form  of  government  during  whioh 
a  generabon  has  \iiumd  away,  has  maAed  the 
present  evetem  with  no  stEuing  imperfeoUon, 
with  no  flagrant  abnse,  indicating  InonraUe  de- 
feoteln  ita  gmeral  (nganisation  or  promiiMnt 
featorea— i^  on  Om  contrary,  this  fiitthfid  teet 
of  Img  and  tried  ezperienoe,  tbe  aureet  founda- 
tion of  human  wiadom.  and  beat  guarantee  £» 
the  permaneney,  aa  well  as  valoa  of  all  human 
inetatationa,  has  affixed  the  stump  of  ita  appro- 
bation on  its  value  and  utility,  tnia  tried  expe- 
rience and  this  long  ^)pranl  of  the  preaant 
system,  t^  the  American  people,  ought  to  form 
a  strong  barrier,  whioh  tuay  have  thrown 
around  tlieae  eziating  inetitntVHia,  not  to  be 
lightly  or  eadly  proebrated  by  the  operimenta 
of  new  and  untried  Qieories  01  mare  nseoulation. 
Unless  indeed,  snoh  new  thetn^  shall  be  found, 
on  ezandnation,  to  be  baaed  upon  foundalionfl 
of  reaaon  and  ai^nment  of  the  most  latiBEutoiT 
and  oonoludve  obaraoter.  Such,  to  my  min<^ 
Ur.  Preddent^  have  not  been  the  diaraoter  or 
fixoeof  the  a^nments  presented  to  tbe  Senate 
b^  either  of  the  hontavble  gentlemen  tnta  Vir- 
gmla,  in  &vor  of  thdr  re^eotive  frojtlt,  with 
whioh  we  have  been  &voi«d  in  tbt  eourae  ttf 
this  debate. 

The  plan  of  my  honorable  friend,  (Ur.  Bab- 
BOtTB,)  who  moved  you  for  the  reoommitmeot 
of  this  bill,  fbr  the  purpose  of  maturing  hla 
pnjtt,  is  to  exempt  the  preaent  judgee,  who 
constitute  tbe  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  United 
States,  from  all  the  dnties  of  prtdding  in,  at 
hnHitig  the  Oirooit  Oonrta,  aa>iigtilng,  by  his 
plan,  all  the  dutiea  <rf  those  oonrta,  with  anr 
other  appertaining  to  the  axwdae  oS  MigLou 
jurisdiotion,  to  a  new  corps  of  jodgea,  to  he  cre- 
ated uid  ^pi^ted  for  this  pnrpoae,  with  the 
tmtiioa  of  aalaries  adeqoata  to  the  attainment 
ofthiaobteet  Ify  honorable  friend,  pairing  1^ 
the  mmsideratitms  cf  the  increase  Ui  the  na- 
tional .ezpenditnre,  aa  matters  nnwMtl^  hla 
sublime  genius  and  ooatemplaUona ;  and  tbrget- 
ftal  that  the  plan  in  substance,  which  he  tww 
propoeeB,  wm  not  <mly  ofibred,  bat  adopted, 
and  put  mto  prompt  and  immediate  opentioii 
some  Ave  and  twailj  years  ago,  an^  waa  then 
foond  BO  llttie  edited  to  the  intereeta  at  the 
eentiments  of  the  American  peoi^e,  aa  to  oaQ 
frtan  them  at  ono^  in  terma  too  loud  and  str«>« 
to  t>e  nalBted  or  denied,  an  imperiora  demaoa 
fbr  ita  repeal    A  repeal  was  as  promptly  oo- 
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ceded  to  by  tbe  coondb  of  the  nation,  and  a 
newly  created  boet  of  judges,  stripped  of  their 
saUrie^  their  ofBces,  ood  their  bonon,  before 
time  had  been  giTen  them  to  enioy,  or  even 
taate  the  delieioQg  flaTor  of  the  dainties  which 
had  been  placed  before  them — to  warm  the 
Kftts  on  which  thej  had  been  placed,  or  to  be 
warmed  by  the  ermines  with  which  they  had 
been  enahroaded. 

The  honorable  gentlemen  from  Virginia  both 
object  to  increase  the  nnmber  of  tbe  Judges  who 
at  present  oompose  this  tribunal,  which  fa  nned 
ana  claimed  to  be  one  of  the  olijeots  of  the  bill 
on  your  table.  This  objection,  althon^  plooF' 
hie  as  it  first  presents  itself,  to  increase  tl 
munber  of  a  tribmial  now  consisting  of  seven 
Jndges,  will  soon  ranisb  on  the  slightest  exam- 
ination of  the  nature,  extent,  and  importanoe  of 
the  Amctiona  bestowed,  and  which,  by 
ttitntion,  as  it  now  exists,  mnst  necessarily  be 
Tested  in  this  most  tremendoos  and  awfiil  tri- 
banal ;  for,  aach  are  its  characteristics  of  power 
and  jurisdiction,  as  legitimately  vested  hi  this 
eonrt  by  the  terms  as  well  as  the  Mr  scope  and 
objects  of  the  Federal  OonsBtntion;  powers 
and  Jnriadiotion  ftr  beyond  those  of  the  fai- 
famed  Areopagna  of  Athena,  Mr.  President, 
transcendent,  as  th^  are  known  to  have  been, 
presiding,  as  it  did,  in  the  pride  and  plenitude 
of  ita  powers,  not  only  over  the  laws,  and  de- 
ciding the  controversies  arisiug  between  the 
citizens  of  that  powerfnl  and  splendid  Bepnblio, 
iKit  empowered  to  watch  over  the  police  of  the 
titf  of  Athens  and  its  variona  territoriea,  bnt 
alab  to  anperintend  the  morals  and  tbe  habits, 
and  to  regulate  even  the  pleasures  and  smnse- 
ments  of  the  Athenian  people.  The  Supreme 
OoDrt  of  the  T7alt«d  States  is  not  only  vested 
witb  powers  and  Jnrisdiotion  the  meet  ample, 
fbr  the  dedalon  of  all  qneations  and  controver- 
des  arising  imderthe  Constitution  of  Ae  United 
States,  the  great  charter  of  oor  rights  and  liber- 
ties; of  dl  laws  enacted  imder  its  aothority; 
ot  all  oar  eontroveralea  arising  with  foreign  na- 
tions, whether  oripnating  from  alleged  infrao- 
tvHiB  of  trea^  atipnlatioas;  violations  of  the 
pabHo  law,  as  between  onrBetvee  and  foreign 
powers ;  the  whole  class  of  admiralty  and  mar- 
ttime  Jnrisdiction,  embracing  the  whole  of  oor 
m«msJ,  and  mndi,  too,  of  the  internal  oom- 
merce  of  this  widely  extended  empire ;  includ- 
ing aH  the  rights  of  peace  and  war.  These  may 
be  called  ita  jndtc&l  powers;  and,  vast  and 
comprehensive  as  they  are  in  their  dettils  and 
In  the  aggrM^te,  what  are  they  com[nred  with 
that  vast  poQticM  power  which  is  wielded  hy 
.this  tribnnal  in  its  character  of  Judget  and 
Jpdge  in  the  last  rteort  between  the  Stat«  and 
Federal  Oovemments,  in  ^1  tbe  great  and  com- 
plicated qneetions  of  eonatitational  law,  arisiDg 
from  the  mntnal  action  of  tbe  State  and  Fed- 
eral antboritiea  on  each  other.  It  ia  ^e  exer- 
cise  of  the  powers  of  this  latter  class,  Mr.  Pred- 
djent,  which,  in  oor  complicated  aysl^m  of 
Federal  and  Stats  antboiities,  the  most  tran- 
~  int  jnriadietiop  with  which  homan  tribunal 
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was  ever  vested.  It  ia  in  thia  character  of 
jadge  and  of  mediator  too,  for  they  should  be 
united,  between  the  conflicting  powers  of  Fed- 
eral and  State  sovereignties,  each  sovereign  and 
uncontrollable  when  acting  within  ita  legitimate 
aphere,  that,  poidng  the  acale  of  even-bsnded 
Justice,  this  angnst  tribnnal  holds  in  ita  hands 
the  destinies  of  thia  mighty  nation ;  in  which  it 
stands  as  arbiter  between  the  nations;  and  it  is 
at  the  foot  of  this  tribnnal  that  the  oonstitatjon 
and  lawa  of  every  State  in  this  Union  mav  be 
brought  for  final  adjudication,  and  before  wnioh 
they  may  be  prostrated. 

And  it  is  by  the  wise,  mild,  and  guiding  in- 
flnence  of  this  solemn  tribunal,  that,  the  State 
Gkivemmenta,  revolving  in  the  political,  like 
the  planets  aronnd  the  great  source  of  heat  and 
light  in  the  natnrol  world,  are  to  be  preserved, 
as  hy  an  attractive  or  centripetal  Ibroe  from 
flying  0^  by  aome  temporary  or  trantient  dis- 
order in  its  movementeL  from  its  regulu"  orbit: 
and,  by  its  aberrotioa  from  the  path  preB(^bed 
by  the  constitution,  producing  ooniWon  and 
dismay,  if  not  nun  and  destmction,  in  this 
beantlfbt  bat  complicated  syst^u  of  onr  politi- 
cal imion. 

When  we  therefore  view,  as  we  ahonld  do, 
Mr.  President,  the  vast  and  complicated  powers 
of  this  Mhnnal,  for  the  parpose  of  asoertuning 
tbe  more  perfect  organuation  of  which  it  ia 
soaceptible,  for  the  more  perfect  accomplish- 
ment of  its  various  Amctions,  the  sore  and  great 
desideratnm  is,  that  it  be  so  oonstitnt«d,  as  to 
bring  within  its  reach  and  in  the  posaeBsion  of 
ita  members,  that  knowledge,  not  only  of  the 
oonstitntions  and  the  statntory  regulations,  bnt 
tbe  tmwritten  as  well  as  the  written  laws,  to- 


they  ore  known  to  be,  of  the  fonr-and-tw«ity 
States,  which  oonstitDte  onr  great  and  extended 
oonfoderation.  For,  if  these  Judges  possess 
the  power,  and  no  one  denies  they  have,  of  de- 
olanng,  aa  nnli  and  void,  and  aweeping  from 
the  statnte  book  of  alt  and  every  State  of  this 
Union,  not  only  any  one  law,  bnt  whole  sys- 
tems of  laws  which  may  be  deemed  by  them  to 
come  in  contact  or  coUision  with  the  constitu- 
tion, laws,  treaties,  or  anthoritiee  of  the  United 
States,  or  even  with  oertun  principles  of  eth- 
ics, or  the  penal  oode,  tbe  sanctions  of  which 
are  placed  nnder  the  gnarant«e  of  the  Federal 
Oonstitution ;  in  thia  view  of  the  powers  of 
thia  tribnnal,  we  ore  called  npon  to  say,  wheth- 
er ten  Jodgies,  of  which  number  the  bill  on 
yonr  table  proposes  that  court  shall  hereafter 
be  composed,  is  too  large  a  one  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  great  pmrpoaea  of  ita  institution. 

The  gentl^sn  from  Yirguiia,  most  remote 
on  my  left,  (Mr,  Taxewxll,)  insists  that  the 
nnmber  of  whidi  that  tribnnal  ia  now  com- 
posed, is  too  large ;  that  he  would  desire  to  see 
it  lees;  and  o^eola,  too,  to  increase  to  the 
nnmber  of  ten,  beoanae  it  being  on  even  num- 
ber requires  more  than  a  m^ority  of  a  Binsle 
Judge  to  reverse  the  Jodgment  ta  aa  inferior 
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tribunal;  and  to  Hie  principle  of  increawd 
nnmbera  in  the  compoBition  of  Judicial  tribn- 
nali,  becaose,  aa  be  tulegee,  b;  adding  mcb  in- 
crease of  nomber,  jon  diioiniah  the  reeponsibil- 
itj  of  the  jndges ;  it  l>eing  a  maxim  with  him 
In  politics,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  ol 
Diunben  in  thoee  who  are  to  exercise  antliori- 
t^,  is  the  decrease  of  reapOD^bilitr  to  those 
who  delegate  it 

In  replj  to  this  objection,  Mr.  President,  it 
may  ba  stufelj  admitted,  that  rosponnbility  is  a 
piinciple  of  great  weight  and  importance  in  the 
delegation  of  political  power.  That  there  is 
mnch,  too,  in  the  responsibility  of  Judges  to 
the  depositors  of  the  powers  which  tbej  ma; 
be  disposed  to  abnae ;  that  in  this  responsibil- 
itj  is  regarded  the  boner,  the  oojisoience,  the 
reputation  of  the  Judge ;  the  awAil  sanctions 
muler  which  he  acts ;  hie  amenability  to  honian 
ttibnnals  by  impeachment ;  to  the  people  from 
whom  he  deriTBS  bis  power,  and  for  whose 
good,  he  onght  to  exercise  it.  That  after  all 
that  could  be  asked  or  conoeded  to  this  princi- 
ple in  the  constitation  of  these  tribonals,  how- 
ever  beaotifol  or  Tslnable  the  principle  in  the- 
ory may  appear,  it  requires  but  littie  refieotion 
or  observation  to  convince  qb,  that,  from  the 
nnfreqnency  of  attempts  to  bring  to  any  prao- 
tloal  beneficial  reenlt  by  impeachment  and  re- 
moval from  o£Bce  of  the  Jndge  who  ahall  have 
violated  any  of  these  solemn  sanctions;  and 
the  total  inadequacy  of  such  a  resolt  in  case  " 
conviction,  to  afford  redrtfls  or  compensatii 
for  the  irgnry  inflicted  On  the  indiyidnal  or  the 
oommnnity,  that  it  is  not  to  this  principle  of 
responBibility  we  are  to  look  as  that  of  pnmary 
importance  in  the  organixatioii  of  the  judicial 
power,  as  the  means  of  seonring  those  vital  and 
essential  benefits  which  a  wise  and  happy  or- 
ganization of  this  important  tribonal  is  calon- 
lated  to  ensure  to  the  citizens  of  this  nation. 
No,  Hr.  President^  it  is  not  to  the  responmbil- 
ity  of  the  Jndgea  of  this  tiibuia],  vast  and 
wdghty  aa  that  reaponsbility  is  thought  to  be^ 
that  yon  are  to  look  munly  for  the  wiadom, 
eqnity,  and  Jostice  of  its  decieiona.  It  is  to  Uis 
Tnadom,  it  is  to  the  extensive,  divN^ed,  and 
profonnd  knowledge,  political,  jndidal,  as  veil 
as  municipal,  of  the  oonstitaUon  and  laws,  not 
only  of  the  United  States,  bnt  eaoh  and  every 
Stat«  comporing  this  Union ;  with  all  their  di- 
Ter^ee,  aa  created  and  mo^ed  by  climate. 
by  edncation,  by  habits,  by  inierrat,  and  a 
thotuaad  other  causes.  It  is  to  this  knowledge, 
to  be  acquired  by  all  the  means  of  reading,  ob- 
•ervetion,  experience,  and  practice,  and  to  the 
virtne  of  yonr  Jndgee,  more  than  to  their  re- 
sponsibility, that  TOO  are  to  look  for  all  those 
Denefita  and  all  uiose  blessings  wbteh  may  be 
destined  to  flow,  as  the  inheritance  of  unborn 
millions,  from  the  enUghtcned  and  correct  ex- 
position of  the  constitutions  and  laws  of  this 
Union,  and  of  the  States  of  which  It  is  com- 
posed. Tlie  great  desideratnm  in  the  members 
of  this  tribnnal,  acknowledged  on  all  hands  to 
be  so  impoitaiit,  ia  a  knowledge,  perfect  and 


oomplete,  of  the  constitntiona,  the  laws,  statu- 
tory as  well  aa  the  common  law,  the  unwritten 
as  well  as  that  which  ia  written,  with  the  vari- 
ons  costoms  and  usages  of  the  different  States 
of  the  Union,  as  well  aa  of  the  numerous  judi- 
cial decisions  of  the  State  tribunals,  by  which 
certain  fixed  constructions  and  interpretations 
have  been  ^ven  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
each.  How  is  this  knowledge,  so  eesential,  so 
indispensable,  to  be  obtained!  And  is  this 
mass  of  information  upon  points  so  essential  to 
the  discharge  of  the  judicial  functions  in  the 
distribatioD  of  Justice  in  iudiridnal  controvert 
«es,  and  of  such  infinite  consequence  to  the 
happiness,  prosperity,  and  harmony  of  the 
Union,  more  easily  to  be  acquired  by  a  amall 
number  of  Judge^  composing  this  tribunal, 
created  within  the  lavorite  precincts  of  this  ten 
miles  square,  employed  in  the  exercise  of  ^>- 

fellate  fnnctions  only ;  or  by  a  nomber  of 
udgee  equal  to  that  proposed  by  the  present 
bill,  dischai^ing  not  only  uiose  appellate  duties, 
as  under  the  present  sxatem,  but  also  travers- 
ing by  sections  as  allotted  amongst  them,  every 
portion  of  this  widely  extended  empire ;  some 
one  of  them  passing  into  and  presiding  in  the 
National  Tribunal  in  eveij  Btata,  and  thua,  by 
ooDstant  obswvatioD,  sncoeesive  experience,  by 
the  argnments  vt  enli^tened  counsel,  reared 
and  educated  in  thebowm  of  the  States  respec- 
tively, as  well  aa  from  duly  social  interconrse, 
mating  ooustant  Bud  Buaccesive  ocquintiona 
from  ^e  highest  Bource,  fr«m  the  fountain 
head,  and,  frran  thenoe,  communicating  to  th^ 
brethren  of  this  bench,  a  complete  and  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  code  of  each  individual  State, 
with  jtll  the  divernties  and  modifications  of 
eaoh.  And  it  is  in  this  mode  alone,  that  the 
Jndgea  of  your  Supreme  Tribunal  are  to  con- 
tinoes  as  they  have  neretofore,  in  the  aetiTe  and 
constant  discharge  of  their  fimcttons  of  Judges 
of  the  ooorts  of  original  Jorisdiction,  by  pro- 
dding in  the  Giromt  Oourta,  that  they  will 
Dome  imbued  with  a  knowledge  of  the  coosti- 
tations,  laws,  and  usages  of  the  several  States, 
the  imorj  tf  their  birth^  the  causes  of  those 
moeesrive  changes,  the  otgeota  of  the  modifica- 
tiona  whli^  th^  may  have  saccessively  under- 
gone, and  the  sense  which  has  been  assigDcd  t:^ 
BQocesaive  adjudications  of  the  tribunals  of  the 
States,  by  the  interpretations  which  they  have 
given  to  the  various  clansee  of  those  laws  and 
couetitntionii  which  have  for  ages  constitnted 
the  safeguard  of  the  citizen,  the  guarantee  of 
all  his  rigbtji,  and  which  oonttuns  the  charter  of 
all  his  civil  libertdea. 

All  this  information,  so  difficult  in  the  acoui* 
sition,  so  complicated  m  its  thousand  detaila,  so 
difficult,  so  impossible  of  access,  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  my  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Bak- 
boub)  seems  to  think  may  be  acquir^  throuf^ 
the  medium  of  the  counsel  at  the  bar,  who  wdl 
follow  the  causes  from  the  States  in  which  the 
controversies  originate,  to  the  bar  of  this  court, 
for  finftl  adjudication.  But  the  dightest  refleo- 
tion  will  satiaf^y  my  friend  liimaaff^  tlutt  thia 
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■onrce  of  iofonnAtJoii,  on  topics  of  which  it  is 
10  indiapeitBable  that  the  court  ahoold  be  foil; 
lod  well  informed,  is  of  all  other;  the  most  de- 
fectiTe  and  fkllaciooa.  Bat  enppoee  that  neither 
the  magnitnde  of  the  oause,  nor  the  ciroiutt- 
itanoea  of  the  parties,  will  jnsd^  the  emploT- 
meot  of  6DJ  cooosel  either  at  home  or  abroad ; 
or  anppoae  that  coonsel  on  one  side  only  is  sent 
from  the  State  from  which  the  ^ipeal  is  brought 
for  an  ac|]iidtcation,  which  in  its  conseqaenaea 
m^  affect  the  interest  or  tonch  the  liberties  or 
franchises  of  the  citizens  of  the  whole  State ; 
then,  in  nich  a  case,  are  the  judges  of  this  tri- 
bunal limited  in  the  exercise  of  their  judicial 
fnoctioiia  to  the  bonndaries  of  this  magio  circle, 
within  the  ten  miles  sqnaret  Where  is  he  to 
find  the  clue  to  gnide  nim  through  tlie  labr- 
linih  of  complicated  laws,  perhaps  obscnrelj 

Snned ;  in  phraseology  of  ambignoos  or  doabt- 
:  moaning,  which  he  is  then  for  the  first  time 
oalled  upon  to  Bt^ndicate,  an  alter  stranger  I 
The  most  virtaons,  enlightened,  and  apright 
Judge,  thna  lurcomstanoed,  mnst  feel  embar- 
nsnnent  and  dismay ;  exposed  to  £bU  into  error 
and  mistake;  and  from  which  neither  the 
\)Ooka  in  his  own,  nor  the  pnbllo  llbrur;  here, 
nor  any  other  source  of  information  wiuiin  his 
reach,  will  afford  him  means  to  esc^>e. 

But,  in  opposition  to  the  proposition  of  my 
honorable  mend  from  Virginia,  my  honorable 
friend  trKOa  Maine,  who  sits  before  me,  (Mr. 
HoLvm,)  ventured,  in  a  pftsaing  remark  or  two, 
to  suggest,  that  the  Jndges  of  this  angnst  tribn- 
nal  were  m^ieimtly  natvmai,  as  he  feared  al- 
ready, as  evidenced  by  the  tenor  of  thur  recent 
ai^ndications,  tonching  tbis  delicate  and  impor- 
tant topic  of  their  jurisdiction,  the  oolMon  be- 
tween the  Kationsl  and  Stat«  anthoritiee ;  and 
Tentnred  to  suggest  his  fears,  that  an  entire 
wparation  of  the  fnnctions  and  duties  now  ex- 
ercised by  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  residing  in  the 
several  States,  agreeably  to  the  ari^et  under 
confflderatdon,  was  not  calculated  to  render 
Ihnee  Judges  less  national  in  their  sentiments 
and  opinions  on  this  important  branch  of  their 
Jorisdiction.  At  this  suggestion,  my  honorable 
friend  takes  fire,  and  reprobates  in  terms  of  the 
■everest  censure,  what  he  chose  to  consider  as 
ao  assault  on  the  dignity  or  purity  of  the  mem- 
ben  of  this  bench.  Now,  for  myself  Mr. 
President,  I  must  confess,  that  to  my  mind, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  remark  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Maine,  calculated  to  excite 
the  ire,  or  to  call  for  rebuke  from  the  more  &s- 
tidions  advocate  for  deconun  in  debate,  as  re- 
gards the  dignity  of  this  body  to  whom  it  was 
addressed,  or  incompatible  with  either  the  dig- 
nity or  purity  of  the  members  of  the  dignified 
ttibanal  to  whom  the  remark  referred. 

It  is  most  true,  that  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  head  of  one  of  the 
great  departments  of  our  free  and  happy  Got- 
emment,  deserves,  and  should  receive  ail  that 
penonal  respect  and  regard  which  their  exalted 
ritoation  la  calculated  to  in^tre.    But  it  is 


Snslly  true,  that  it  is  essential  to  the  freedom 
debate  in  a  le^slative  body,  vested  with 
powers,  and  clothed  with  solemn  duties,  so  to 
model  and  organise  this  tribonal  as  to  adapt  it, 
in  the  best  manner  possible,  to  the  correct  ex- 
ercise of  these  important  dnties,  for  which  it 
was  designed  by  the  constitution,  to  speak  of  it 
as  it  is,  and  with  a  decent,  though  respeotfol 


In  discharge  of  thia  high  and  solemn  duty,  I 
mast  take  leave  to  repeat  the  imestion  asked  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine,  Whether 
there  is  not  some  cause  to  apprehend  that,  if 
divest«d  of  all  original  jurisdiction,  and  dis- 
pensed from  the  exercise  of  functions  which 
require  the  Judges  to  pass  into,  and  preside  in 
the  tribunals  of  original  jurisdiction  within  the 
respective  States,  and  for  the  exercise  of  tha 
appellate  powers  with  which  they  are  invested, 
limited  to  the  range,  and  placed  within  the  at- 
tractions of  this  &vorite  ten  miles  square,  ths 
seat  of  national  splendor  and  national  powei^- 
a  spirit,  a  litUe  too  national,  may  not  be  im- 
bibed by  the  members  of  this  tribunal,  angort 
and  dignified  as  it  is  I  The  vast  and  transcend- 
ent powers  and  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  with 
the  importtmce  of  a  correct,  enlightened,  and 
impartial  exercise  of  those  powers,  to  the  fa- 
tnre  peace,  hafiplnesa.  and  proqierity  of  our 
Union,  has  been  briefly  hinted  at,  hut  not  the 
singularly  important  and  delicate  position  which 
this  tribunal  occupies,  as  the  judge  end  media- 
tor In  all  oonfiiots  and  collisions  between  the 
powers  of  National  and  State  sovereignties,  be- 
tween whom  it  is  so  important  to  the  prosper- 
ity and  happiness  of  all,  that  the  scales  of  JuB- 
tioe  between  them  should  be  poised  by  the  most 
even  hand ;  yet  it  ia  obvious,  from  the  ver^  na- 
ture and  organization  of  this  tribnnal,  denving 
its  existence,  the  ^pointment  of  its  Judges 
from  one  of 'those  powers,  the  Government  of 
the  nation,  that  power  irom  which  all  its  hon* 
ora  flow — from  whom  the  emolnmeuts  and  re- 
wards of  office  are  received — end  to  which  all 
its  rwpondbilities,  as  recognized  by  the  consti- 
tution, are  due.  Is  there  not,  Ur.  Freeident  in 
the  very  origin  and  organization  of  this  tribn- 
nal, if  not  a  radical  defect,  el  least  enough  to 
justify  every  wise  and  cautious  statesman,  so  to 
regulate  tiie  duties  of  the  members  of  this  tri- 
bunal, as  to  correct,  as  far  as  practicable,  any 
apprehended  biaa  resulting  from  the  nature  and 
organization  of  this  tribunal,  by  such  regula- 
tions as  wisdom  may  prescribe,  or  long  experi- 
ence suggest  t  And  how  can  this  object,  so  de- 
sirable, be  promoted  with  more  success  than  by 
the  organization  of  the  present  ju^dal  system 
of  the  United  States,  by  which  the  Judges,  in 
discharge  of  their  functions  of  Circuit  Judges, 
are  compelled,  in  their  allotted  circuits,  to  viut 
all  the  various  States  of  our  extensive  Union, 


with  the  citizens  and  inhabitants,  preserves  in 
the  bosoms  of  the  Judges  of  this  tribunal,  scn- 
timents  and  feelinga  connected,  in  some  degree^ 


ABRn>OMENT  OF  THE 


[FkBMunr,  1825. 


irith  tie  jnBt  pride,  the  sovereignty,  and  oon- 
gtEtational  independence  of  the  Btates?  The 
feelings  and  recolleotionB  of  fliese  may  not 
always  remain  so  vivid  in  the  breasts  of  judges 
pemiBiieiitlj  residing  witLin  the  boaom  of  no 
particnlar  State,  bnt  within  a  peculiar  dominion 
of  the  United  States.  These  suggestions,  Mr. 
I^^dent,  are  the  offspring  of  no  unreasonable 
diatniBt  of  human  virtne,  much  less  of  any 
Tant  of  respect  for  the  tmly  revered  and  exalt- 
ed characters  of  the  Judges  by  whom  that 
bench  is  Med,  bnt  from  a  conscioosness  of  the 
isBrmities  of  human  uatnre,  and  a  dedre  to 
ffoard,  as  far  as  hnman  wisdom  can,  agdnst 
uicir  miscbtevons  tendencies — saggeatiODa,  tlia 
wisdom  of  which  will  not  be  oontroTerted  im- 
til,  indeed,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  angels, 
in  the  shape  of  men,  have  come  down  to  Judge 
fb^as  well  as  to  mle  over  us. 

But  tiie  aeoinbilit;  of  my  honorable  Mend, 
to  a  supposed  attack  on  the  purity  of  this  tri- 
bunal, which  none  has,  or,  I  presnme,  will  call 
in  question,  even  by  inrinuation  the  most  re- 
mote, was  as  nnoalled  for  as  unexpected,  as  re- 
gards the  quarter  from  whence  this  cnivalriQ 
spirit  comes.  For,  among  the  States  of  this 
Union,  which,  from  New  Hampshire,  in  the 
North,  to  Georgia,  in  the  South,  embracing 
Ohio  and  Kentucky,  in  the  West,  have,  in  suo- 
oesnon,  felt  the  glow  of  indignant  resentment 
at  the  real  or  ffincied  dangers  to  which  they 
have  been  exposed,  from  the  real  or  imagined 
Infringement  of  their  sovereign  ruhta,  from 
the  clum  or  exercise  of  jurisdiction  by  this  tri- 
bunal, Virginia  sorely  has  not  been  without  her 
private  grie&.  Norhas  the  Jealous  vigilance  of 
that  proud,  high-nilnded  State,  felt,  or  indi- 
cated, a  disposition  to  acquiesoe  lamely,  and 
without  a  strug^e,  in  the  clainis  of  jurisdiction 
on  the  part  of  this  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  Na- 
tion, touching,  as  she  conceived,  her  rights  and 
werogatives  as  one  of  the  memben  of  this 
iTnion  of  independent  States,  Nor  has  she 
been  alow  or  leeble  in  the  measures  she  pur* 
Bued,  in  vindication  of  her  rights  thus  supposed 
to  be  endangered.  Passing  by  hei  maiUy  and 
spirited  mposition  to  the  sedition  act,  and  the 
oondnot  of  the  Federal  Judges  in  enforcing  its 
eanctioDS  in  violatjon  of  the  Constitution  otthe 
United  States— need  I  remind  my  honorable 
Mend  of  the  firm  and  decided  stand  taken  by 
the  Snoreme  Oourt  of  that  patriotic  State,  a 
tribuniu  filled  by  men  illustrious  for  their  virtu- 
ous and  enlightened  minds,  to  the  jurisdiction 
dwmed  and  exercised  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
fhe  United  States,  in  the  famous  case  of  Fairfax 
and  Hunter ;  a  ease  in  whid^  after  solemn  ar- 
gument and  mature  deliberation,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  that  State,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  not 
only  decided  agunst  the  power  thus  claimed 
and  exercised  by  this  tribanal  of  the  nation,  to 
take  jurisdictJon  by  writ  of  error,  of  cases  of 
private  right  which  had  been  finally  decided  by 
that  court  as  the  tribunal  of  the  last  resort 
wltliin' the  State;  but  restinconthe  sovereign 
power  of  Qie  State,  refused  peremptwily  to 


obey  the  mandate  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  A  refosal  which,  but  for  the 
mild  and  conciliatory  course  adopt«d  by  this 
latter  tribunal,  of  directing  the  execution  of 
their  mandate  by  their  own  immediate  officer, 
might  have  brought  at  once  the  authorities  of 
the  State  and  Federal  Government  into  a  state 
of  fearful  and  alarroinz  conflict ;  at  the  possible 
consequences  of  which  every  real  patriot  mnat 
shudder.  Kor  was  this  the  only  occasion  in 
which  this  high-minded  and  patriotic  State  has 
evinced  slarm  at  the  encroachment  of  this  tri- 
bunal, as  she  deemed  them,  on  her  power  and 
Jurisdiction  as  an  independent  State.  A  case, 
much  more  recent  than  that  Just  alluded  to,  end 
of  familiar  recollection  to  na  all — the  cose  of 
Cohens  agdnst  the  Oommonwealth  of  Vuvinia, 
in  which  a  Jurisdiction  was  again  claimed  and 
exercised  under  the  fiSth  section  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Act  of  1786,  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  to  arrest  the  gnpreme  Tribunal, 
or  court  of  law  of  that  State,  having  jurisdio- 
tion  in  the  case,  in  the  regular  enforcement,  in 
the  DBUsl  form,  by  information,  of  one  of  her 
penal  laws — a  law  prohibiting  the  vendinK  of 
tickets  in  any  lottenea  bnt  those  established  by 
the  authority  of  the  State.  The  enforcement 
of  the  wholesome  sanctions  of  this  law  waa 
deemed  important,  not  only  in  the  protection 
of  the  morals  and  preservation  of  the  int«reEts 
of  her  citizens,  but  sgsinst  the  operation  of  a 
by-law  of  the  Corporation  of  this  city,  passed 
in  pursnaoce  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  con- 
trolling in  its  operation  the  penal  and  munici- 
pal regnlatione  of  the  State.  That  Yii^ia  did 
feel  some  alarm  at  this  apprehended  violation 
of  her  rights  as  a  sovereign  and  independent 
State,  her  rights,  by  wholesome  regulations,  to 
the  internal  police  of  her  own  State,  on  points 
entirely  mumoipal ;  and  that  some  of  her  most 
enlightened  statesmen  were  alarmed  at  the  at- 
tempt to  arraign  at  the  bar  of  the  Federal  Tri- 
bunals, as  a  party  tu  the  record,  the  State  itael£ 
which  was  made  a  party  to  the  case,  is  evinced 
by  the  fact,  that  oonnsel  of  the  first  distinction, 
the  most  eminent  in  their  public  councila,  was 
depute^  and  appointed  on  ue  part  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, to  maint^  ita  sovereign  rights, 
believed  to  be  infringed  by  this  dium  of  juris- 
diction on  the  part  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  of 
the  United  States.  That  this  jurisdiction,  thus 
cldmed  by  the  court  of  the  Iiation,  to  decide 
on  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  States  by  appeal, 
or  writ  of  error,  was  malnttuned  by  thi^  tribu- 
nal, must  be  in  the  recollection  of  all  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  attending  to  anbjects  of  this  na- 
ture. And  that  Virginia  escapied  from  what 
she  might  possibly  have  supposed  the  mortify- 
ing, if  not  degrading,  consequences  of  a  defeat 
in  this  atm^le  for  the  maintenance  of  her  sov- 
ereign rights,  is  to  be  ascribed  alone  to  the  pe- 
culiar phraseology  of  the  act  of  Congress  oy 
which  this  power  of  creating  lotteries  is  dele- 
gated lo  the  corporation,  not  to  any  defect  of 
power  on  the  part  of  Congress,  as  the  eicluMve 
legislature  over  the  ten  miles  square,  so  to  have 
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fruned  tbis  detegatioii  of  power,  m  to  have 
wrroeUd  the  power  of  that  Commoii«aa]Qi  in 
the  eatAblishw  enforoement  of  suitable  regola- 
tiona  for  the  goTerDmeat  of  its  own  citdzenE  in 
reUtion  to  the  interns!  police  thereof 

But  these  oocnrrences,  lit.  Preudent,  strong- 
Ij  cftlcniated  as  they  are  to  arouse  the  feelinoB 
ud  excite  the  apprebenaioiiB  of  the  patriotio 
Btati'TmB'n,  anzioos  for  the  perpetuation  of  our 
happ7  Umon^  like  most  other  political  oocnr- 
rencea,  transient  as  a  winter's  storm,  qnioklj' 
pass  awB7  and  are  forgotten :  and  those  States, 
OOM  ao  agitated  hj  the  scpposed  danger  of 
^rannj  or  nanrpatloiL  rfnk  into  profound  re- 
pose. Thus  Mujland,  Eentnckj,  and  Ohio,  in 
tteir  torna,  have  had  to  encounter  the  power 
and  influence  of  that  ffreat  engine  of  political 
power,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  have 
been  severelj  attacked,  and,  after  a  feeble  and 
ineffectual  struggle,  bare  been  enccesaivelj  ran- 
qnished  in  the  contest ;  have  contended  with- 
ont  aid  or  eo-operation  from  their  edster  States, 
wbo^  aloof  from  the  oontcet,  have  seemed  in- 
diffoient  to  their  fkte.  Nor  have  the  generooa 
^finpathies  of  their  brethren  been  Boffidently 
enlisted,  to  elidt  even  a  salutary  jealooay  of  the 
nltiinate  oonsequenoes  to  be  feared  ftom  a  rac- 
oeanon  of  snch  attacks  and  triamphant  victo- 
rlea  OTer  the  several  States  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Govemmeut  and  the  institutions  to 
which  it  has  given  birth. 

I  tniat,  bowerer,  Mr.  Preradent,  that,  in  these 
remarks,  brieBy  toaehing  on  the  t^prehended 
t«iM)enc]r  of  some  reoent  dedsions  of  this  tri- 
bunal, for  whioh,  as  well  as  its  several  mem- 
bers, I  entertain  none  bnt  the  most  respectful 
sentiments,  it  will  not  be  understood  that  I 
mean  by  insinuation  to  oast  the  lightest  shade 
of  imputation  on  the  pnnty  of  intention  or  the 
correctneas  of  judgment  with  whioh  Jnstice  is 
imiMrtially  dispensed  from  this  exalted  bench. 
All  I  mean  to  oontend  for  ia,  and  it  is  oertainly 
<^ten  to  candid  and  bir  remark,  that,  from  the 
nature  and  organization  of  this  tribnnal,  de- 
riving all  its  powers,  honors,  and  emolnments, 
from  tlie  Oovemment  of  the  nation,  to  whioh 
aB  its  reeponsibilitiee  alone  are  dae ;  thtrt  snch 
is  the  present  imperfect  state  of  human  nature, 
ukfis  at^bntca  more  than  human  be  ascribed 
to  the  memben  of  whom  it  is  composed,  that 
there  is  some  cause  to  apprehend  an  onoon- 
•doQBbtaa;  a  biaithemoretobe  ^)prehended, 
beoMue  it  may  be  an  inmate  of  the  more  virtn- 
ow  mind.  And,  that  it  is  therefbre  the  duty  of 
every  pa&riotia  and  enlightened  legislator,  to 
etnrect  the  tendencies  to  such  dangerons  bias, 
by  any  means  which  legislation  is  competent  to 
effect ;  I  have  therefore  endeavored,  1  trust  not 
In  vain,  to  argne,  that  it  is  by  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  Circuit  Judges  within  the  several 
States  according  to  the  present  wise  organiza- 
tion of  the  Oonrts  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  aaaoeiations  which  the  discharge  of  thoee 
duties  prodnoes  that  a  competent  knowledge 
of  the  ooDStitntions,  lawa,  and  cnstoma,  and 
■Q    Uu   vatie^  <^  their   modification^    can 


be  best  acquired  by  the  members  of  the  bench 
of  the  Bnpreme  Ooort  of  the  United  States,  and 
thoee  feelings  of  equal  reptrd  and  veneration 
for  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  individnal  States 
be  imbibed  and  oherisbed,  whioh  alone  aflford  « 
fair  promise  of  the  correct  discharge  of  the  im- 
portant duties  of  impartial  nmpiree  between  the 
governments  of  the  States  and  tiiat  of  the  nv 
tion,  so  imperatively  demanded  by  tile  theoi; 


atry,  and  the  penietuation  of  its 
free  institutions,  so  essentially  depeod. 

The  present  system  of  organixation  of  the 
conrts  of  the  United  States,  founded  in  mniii 
wisdom,  framed  by  many  of  the  sages  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  the  great  charter  of  our 
libertieB,  sanctioned  by  a  happy  eiperience  of 
thirty 'five  years ;  adapted  to  the  adrninistratioa 
of  instice  by  the  same  Impartial  means;  and 
well  adapted  to  the  number  and  extent  of  the 
States  which  at  that  time  composed  onr  Union ; 
the  benefits  of  which,  by  a  simple  extension  of 
the  system,  and  application  of  its  principles  to 
the  nine  Western  States,  which  liave  swelled 
the  number  and  added  to  the  wealth,  power, 
and  resonrces  of  the  Union,  is  all  we  ask,  is  all 
the  bill  on  your  table  contemplates,  and  is  that 
to  which  no  honorable  member  of  thia  body 
has  denied  onr  unquestioned  right 

On  what  (Tpimd,  then^  I  ask,  is  it  now  to  be 
withheld?  The  demand  ia  not  now  for  the 
first  time  nrged  on  the  oonncils  of  the  natioo. 
For  several  saccesrave  sessions  it  has  been  so- 
hcited,  urged,  and  pressed  for ;  but  as  yet  in 
vain.  On  the  part  of  the  opposers  of  this  bill, 
what  is  urged  in  opposition  I  Why,  time,  time 
for  deliberation !     We,  the  friends  of  the  meas- 


lething  n 


Mr  and  reasonable.  This  procrastination,  lii. 
President,  from  the  last  to  the  present  seaaion, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  to  al- 
most the  point  of  its  termination,  is  that  of 
which  the  friends  of  this  measure  nave  a  right 
to  complain.  The  advocates  of  the  measure 
seek  for  the  establishment  of  no  new  principle: 
no  new  modification  of  those  which  are  old  and 
well  established.  A  simple  extension  of  the 
principle  of  the  Federal  Courts,  to  meet  the  in- 
creased numbers  of  onr  States  and  population. 
It  ia  what  imperions  justice  gives  na  a  right  to 
ask ;  what  the  oounojlB  of  the  nation  cannot  in 
Justice  hesitate  to  grant  Hope,  already  long 
deferred,  sickens  at  the  apprenensions  of  ftir- 
ther  delay  in  the  execution  of  this  necessary 
work ;  and  the  people  of  the  West,  already 
deeply  injured  by  the  long  delays  whioh  have 
already  mtervened,  cannot  much  longer  fold 
their  arms  in  silent  acquiescence  at  the  it^ne* 
tioe  of  ench  repeated  and  uqjnstified  delays. 

Let  me  bring  home  the  ibrce  of  these  re- 
marks, to  the  bosoms  of  honorable  Senabn^ 
representing  here  the  ancient  States,  wldclt, 
from  the  origin  of  ronr  system,  have  been  in 
the  constant  and  fall  pomaaion  of  its  benefit^ 
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to  U7,  what  would  be  their  emotions,  if  it  were 

fiToposed  that  Virginia,  for  example,  ahonld  do 
onger  have  a  member  of  the  benoh  of  the  &□- 
preme  Tribunal  to  preside  iit  the  OircTiit  Oonrts, 
Dot  Bhotild  be  content  with  her  Distdot  Jndge? 
Tet,  would  snch  deprivation  be  nomore  nnjnst, 
than  the  denial  of  the  same  advantage  to  each 
of  the  new  States  which  have  been  admitted 
Into  the  Union  since  this  sjstem  was  adopted, 
and  received  ifa  present  form  ? 

Upon  this  hastf  and  desnltorj  gkntch  of  the 
-views  on  which  this  bill  is  advocated  by  its 
fiienda,  I  will,  with  the  ntmoat  cheerfulness, 
■Qbmlt  it  to  its  fate,  only  deprecating,  as  I  do 
tnost  ferventlj,  anj  attempt  on  the  part  of  its 
oppoeei^  by  farther  nnnecesaary  delays  at  this 
advanced  stage  of  the  session,  to  defer  its  pas- 
ng«  without  a  direct  decision  on  its  merita — of 
Uie  c^orectneaa  and  Josdoe  of  which  I  have 
nothing  to  apprehend. 

Mr.  FOTDLAT,  of  Pennsylvania,  made  a  few 
remarks  expressive  of  the  doobt  he  stil]  felt  on 
the  sntgeot,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been 
aaid ;  and  condnded  by  moving  an  acyoom- 
ment. 
The  Senate  adjonmed. 

iHvnDAT,  Febmary  17. 
Judicial  SytUm. 

The  Senate  resnroed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Trbole,  the  bill  to  amend  the  Judicial  System  of 
ttie  United  States,  and  to  authorize  the  creation 
of  three  additional  Circoit  Oourts :  Ur.  Tazk- 
wbll'b  motion  to  exclade  the  additional  oinmit 
Jadges  from  being  jadges  of  the  Supreme  Conrt, 
Etui  pending. 

Ur.  TuEwxLL  aabmitted  one  or  two  addi- 
tional reasons  which  w^ghed  with  him  in  offer- 
inx  tiis  amendment ;  and 

Mr.  Qa^or,  of  Missouri,  briefly  stated  his 
reasons  for  opposing  the  amendment;  and  also 
-wl^  he  disapproved  of  the  bill  as  it  stood. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  farther 
debate,  on  T£i.  Tazewell's  motion  so  to  amend 
the  bill  that  tbe  additional  oirooit  Judges  shall 
not  be  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote  : 

TiAB.— Messrs.  Biauoli,  Clayton,  Cobb,  DHTol^ 
Elliott,  Taiewell— 6. 

SiTB. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barlon,  Bell,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Broim,  Chandler,  DIckerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Findlay,  OailUrd,  Hajne,  Holmes  of  Uaine, 
Holmes  of  Miss.,  Jackeoo,  Johnson  of  Ken,,  Johnston 
of  Louisiuia,  Kelly,  Kin?  of  Alabuna,  Sine  of  New 
Tork,  Knight,  Luimui,  Lloyd  of  Mass.,  Ucllrunc, 
KoLesn,  Hacon,  Hills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Bug- 
les, Seymour,  Smith,  Tslbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van 
Boreo,  Van  Dyke,  WillUms— *0, 

Mr.  Yah  Bubsh  thought  it  apparent,  fhtra 
the  votes  d  to-day,  that  the  Senate  was  not 
only  determiDed  on  acting  on  this  subject,  but 
ms  deddedly  in  &vor  of  the  principle  contain- 
ed in  the  bill ;  that  ie,  tbe  appointment  of  addi- 
tional drooit  jndgea,  who  ehoald  be  also  Judges 
of  theBopremeOonrt,  For  himseli^  he  preferred 


tbe  plan  that  had  been  offered  by  Hr.  Babbocb  ; 
the  separation  of  the  Snpreme  Court  from  oircnit 
datiee ;  but,  as  the  Senate  &vored  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  bill,  he  rose  to  move  a  single 
amendment,  which  was  to  reduce  the  additiondl 


the  present  one  in  the  Weatem  States)  tArM 
cirouit  Judges  in  that  section  of  the  Union. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr,  V*F 
BcBiK,  and  waa  opposed  by  Meaars.  Talbot  and 
EoMLsa,  of  Maine ;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment, 
bv  yeaa  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  t^ffimuk- 
ttwi,  as  follows : 

Tkas.— Heasrs.  Barbour,  BartOD,  BeD,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  Cobb,  CWoIf;  Eaton,  Edvarda 
EtUott,  Findl*]',  Bayne,  King  of  Ala.,  ^n^  </ 
New  ToA,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Muu.,  HcD- 
vaine,  Hacon,  UlUa,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor, Tatewell,  Van  Buren,  and  Van  Dyke— 88. 

Nats. — Hessis.  Benton,"  Boolign^  Brom,  IKck- 
enum,  Oaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Eolmea  of  His- 
eIb^PIU,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  LouisiaDa,  EeUy,  HoLean,  SfAla,  Buggies,  Tal- 
bot, Thomas,  and  Williama— 17. 

The  bill  was  then  recommitted  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  (fcr  the  arrangement  of  the 
cirenits,  &o.) 


The  Premdent  commnnicated  to  the  Senate 
the  following  letter  fixim  the  Secretary  of  tbe 

Treasury : 

TBIASDBT  DzPABmXHT, 

IGlh  Ftlmutry,  183S. 

Sn :  Id  cMiformity  with  the  protiaiont  of  the  act 
of  the  10th  Febniarr,  18S0,  entiCled,"Au  act  to 
OTovide  for  obtaining  accurate  slatements  of  the 
Foreign  Commerce  of  tbe  United  Slates,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  following  elate- 
tnents  of  the  Cominerce  and  Navigation  of  the 
United  Slates  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
day  of  September,  1834,  vii : 

1st.  A.  A  general  statement  of  the  qnantitv  and 
value  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  Ignited 
States  from  the  lat  October,  18SS,  to  the  80lh  June, 
1834. 

1st.  B.  Do.  do.  from IMJnly.to  SOtb Sept., ISil. 

2d.   A  summa^  statement  of  the  same. 

Sd.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and 
value  of  Domestic  Articles  exported. 

4th.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and 
value  of  Foreign  Articles  exported. 

filh  and  6[h.  Summuy  statements  of  the  valsa 
of  Domeatio  and  Foreigu  Articles  exported. 

7tb.  A  genera]  statement  of  the  amount  of 
American  and  Foreign  Tonnage  employed  in  the 
Foreign  Trade  of  the  rnited  Slates. 

8th.  A  general  etatigtical  view  of  the  Commeroe 
and  Navigation  of  tbe  United  States. 

&th.  A  statement  of  the  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion of  each  State  and  Territory. 

From  these  statementa,  it  appears  that  the  im- 
ports during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 18S4,  have  amounted  to  t80,649,OOT,  of  wbioh 
amount  i7JS,£e5,064  were  lB^«wled  In  Anedcaa 
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TMi«l^ «Bd »i,i8g.Ma. In torrigaTwaela ;  tbstthe 
eipone  luiTe,  dnring  tfas  aaiM  period,  uooimted  to 
tTS,98<,SeT,  of  whwh,  $60,649,600  ware  domestic, 
■od  ^S87,167  ware  foreigii  utiolea ;  tlut,  of  the 
domMtlo  •rtielas,  $11,444,619  were  exported  in 
ABcrictti  *««eb,  and  |T,S0t,e8I  In  foreign  ves- 
aeb;  and  of  tlie  fordgit  utiolei^  |S8,967,08T  vera 
exported  In  Anurieaii  tmwIs,  and  |1,STO,070  in 
fbrdgn  t«mb1i;  IhU  660^088  tOM  of  Americoii 
iUp^DK  entered,  and  919,276  claared  front  *'-- 
porU  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  10S,S6T 


I  hare  the  hoDor  to  be,  dr,  wJtb  great  respect, 
jovr  obecBent  aerrant,  Wm.  H.  ObawvobHw 

Son.  PTt$idtnt  tfttt»  SmoM  jiro  bm, 

Tlie  letter  was  read,  and 

Od  molioQ  of  Ifr.  Ixutd,  of  Uaas.,  it  was  or- 
dered, that  1,000  oopiea  thereof  with  the  doon- 
nienta  accompiitiring  it,  be  printed  for  the  nse 
of  the  Senate. 

After  some  other  buainen, 

The  Senate  a^onmed. 

Fsm^Y,  Febmaiy  18. 
PvblK  Lcaid  and  Blavery. 

Mr.  Eno,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said,  In 
oSering  the  reeolnUon  he  waa  about  to  snbmit, 
tbongb  it  waa  a  anbjeot  of  great  national  im- 
TiortaDoe,  he  did  not  deeire  to  debate  it,  nor  did 
ha  oSbr  it  witli  a  view  to  the  present  oonuder- 
atioD.  He  aabmitted  it  as  a  matter  for  the  fa- 
tare  ooiuideration  of  the  Senate,  and  hoped  it 
wonld  be  receiTsd,  hj  all  parts  of  the  House, 
■a  one  entitled  to  its  Berions  attention.  He  then 
Ikid  on  the  table  the  fuUowing  reeolntion  i 

JUfolvtd  by  Ut  Sfiuitt  of  Uu  Uniitd  BttOt*  ef 
^Muriea,  That,  ai  aoon  as  the  portion  of  the  eiitt- 
tog  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  for  tbe  ps;- 


tbokoetbrth,  ttie  wholB  of  the  public  land  of  tbe 
TlniMd  Sutea,  with  tbe  net  proceeds  of  aU  Itature 
■ale*  thereof;  shall  oonstitnte  and  form  a  fbnd, 
wUcb  ii  herebT  apprtq>r{ated,  and  tlie  &ith  of  the 
United  Sixes  it  pledged,  that  tbe  said  fbnd  shall  be 
iiiTlolabl7  applied  to  ^d  the  emancipatlou  of  such 
dsTcs,  within  any  of  the  United  Suies,  and  to  aid 
the  remoral  of  mich  alares,  and  the  removal  of  mcb 
free  penoos  of  color,  in  an;  of  the  oud  States,  as 
bj  the  laws  of  the  States,  reapectiTeljr,  may  be  al- 
lowed to  be  emancipated,  or  remoTed,  to  anyterri- 
tory  or  coontrj  without  the  limits  of  (be  Doited 
Sutea  of  America. 

The  rceolation  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Ur. 
Bkktox,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JEfUtttrian  Portrmt  t(f  WaMngtmu 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  makiDit  an 
■vpropriation  of  6,000  doUars  for  the  pnrohase 
«xMr.  BembrandtPeale's  picture,  (exhibited  in 
the  rotondaj)  embrx^  an  eqnestrUu  portrait 
of  General  wasbiDgtoo,  and  eqnestriim  portraits 
of  General  La^rett«^  General  Hamilton,  and 
other  officers, 

Mr.  Mills,  «ib«nnan  of  the  oommittee,  stated 


to  the  Senate  tbe  reasons  whidh  induced  the 
oommittee  to  report  the  bilL  Its  object  was  to 
make  a  suitable  appropriation  for  the  pnrcLase 
and  preeerration  oi  tite  meet  correct  and  per- 
fect likenees  of  'WaabiDgton,  the  man  who  was 
so  dear  to  his  oouutrj.  Hie  oommittee  had 
token  great  pflina  to  asoertaia  the  oorreotnees  of 
the  resemblance,  and  thej  were  satisfied  not  <«It 
of  that,  but  that  the  whole  work  was  executed 
with  great  taste  and  skill.  This  opinion  was 
not  founded  oo  thdr  own  critical  powers,  but 
on  tbe  Judgment  of  those  who  were  most  com* 

Stent  to  form  an  opinion.  If  it  were  deuraUe 
:  Oongress  to  possess  anj  work  of  this  char* 
aoler,  this  was  the  one  of  all  others  most  dedr- 
able.  It  was  not  merely  a  portrut  of  Wash- 
ington— it  combined  incideiits  of  an  historical 
oluraoter — was  commemorative  of  an  event  of 
the  utmost  interest  and  importance  daring  tbe 
ReToluUonarj  war.  It  shadowed  forth  the  al- 
liance which  existed  between  our  conntrj  and 
Franee,  by  the  representation  of  Geuersll^r- 
otte.  ]£r,  U.  repeated,that  if  itwere  deriraUe 
for  Oongress  Xa  possess  eaj  thing  of  this  kind, 
no  picture  conid  be  presented  more  wortl^  of 
the  oonsideraticm  of  Oongi«es.  He  explabed 
the  Tieivs  d  the  committee,  in  fixing  the  sum  to 
be  appn^riated  at  (0,000,  and  leir^arked  that 
tbe  oommittee  were  <tf  opinion  th&t  this  picture 
was  not  second  to  anj  of  Oolonel  Tnimbull'a,  in 
its  scenes  and  execution,  for  each  of  whose 
paintings  (8,000  bad  been  appropriated. 

Ur.  Uouos,  of  Maine,  sdd  that  he  should  be 
pleased  to  know  what  was  sn  adeqpata  compen- 
sation for  the  work  in  qa«etion.  The  sum  yon 
propose  to  give,  is  equal  to  the  annnal  salarj  of 
joar  Secretary  of  Stale,  superior  to  that  of  your 
Ohief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  He  aeked 
whether  this  work  was  a  year's  labor  f  Ha 
thought  that  the  mle  adopted  by  the  oommittea 
wonld  not  bare  mnoh  weight  with  tbe  Senate^ 
as,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  purchase  of  Trnmbnll's 
paintings,  tbey  bad  been  abominably  taken  in. 
Those  paintings,  which  coat  $32,000,  were  not 
worth  82  cents.  Ur.  H.  said  he  did  not  pretet^d 
to  be  a  critic  in  painting,  bat  he  wonld  say,  that 
Trumbull's  lastpmntinK,  commemorativeof  the 
reeignation  of  General  WasbiDgtoo,  was  a  piece 
of  the  most  solemn  daubing  he  ever  saw.  Hie 
event  it  was  intended  to  commemorate  was  one 
of  tbe  most  sablime  inoidenis  that  ever  took 
place  in  the  country.  But  what  do  yon  see  in 
the  picture )  Why,  a  man  looking  like  a  little 
ensign,  with  a  roll  of  paper  in  bis  hand,  like  an 
old  newspaper,  appearing  as  if  he  was  saying. 
"  Here,  take  it— I  dont  want  to  giro  it  np?' 
He  oonoluded  with  moving  to  strike  out  i,WO, 
and  insert  4,000. 

Mr.  Mills  replied,  and  entered  Into  a  further 
explanatioa  of  the  views  of  tiie  committee  in 
reporting  this  eum.  He  thought  it  not  proper 
for  aoy  gentleman  to  speak  of  GoL  Trumbull's 
paintings  as  the  gentieman  firom  Maine  bad 
done ;  much  lees  so  to  oritioiaa  a  work  per- 
formed bj  a  gentleman  who  had  borne  a  oon- 
^icuouB  port  in  the  events  of  those  d^s. 
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Ur.  OsumuB  c«ll«d  tar  a  divtoioii  of  the 
qoeetion ;  and  tbe  qneition  was  first  tak«i  on 
•triking  oat  9,000 ;  wUoh  iraa  carried  in  the 
affimutiTe — ay aa  20,  noee  14. 

Mr.  Talbot  aald  a  few  worda,  when 

Ur.  HoLMBB  moved  to  fill  tlie  blank  with 
4,000  dollara. 

Ur.  EATm  mored  6,000,  and  stated  aa  a  rea- 
aon,  that  he  was  well  aatiafied  that  tbe  artiet 
woold  not  take  4,000  dollara. 

The  qneetion  on  insertuig  C,0OO  waa  deddod 
Is  the  negative,  b;  jeas  and  najB,  aa  ibllowa: 
_  Tsia. — Hessn.  Borbom,  Benton,  Bonlign;,  Oobb, 


LonUana,  EeUy,  Lowiie,  Hilla,  Ftnott,  SejinonT, 
Smith,  Talbot,  and  Tan  Burnt— 20. 

Nm. — Ueasn.  Barton,  Branch,  Btowd,  Chan- 
dler, Clayton,  D'Woli;  Dickereon,  Edwarda,  Holmea 
of  HalDe,  Song  of  Alabama,  King  of  Kev  York, 
Bright,  TjTiTn.n^  HcHvaine,  McLean,  Macon,  Bug- 
gteB,  Tajlor,  Tazewell,  Thoniaa,  Tan   Dyke,  and 


Ut.  Houna,  of  Uaine,  then  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  $4,600,  bat,  before  the  qneadon  on 
this  aam  waa  pnt. 

The  bill  waa,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Uill%  order- 
ed to  be  \ti&  OD  tbe  table. 

Tbe  Senate  a^oorned  to  Uond^. 

TiTKBDAT,  Febmar^  33. 
ManaelmtUt  Olam  for  MiiUia  Seniett. 

The  fbllowing  UeaaagB  waa  received  from 
the  PnmuKXT  or  ibk  VmrxD  SiATKa : 
3b  tJu  BtnaU  and  Hotua  of  ReprettKbaiini 
of  (h«  United  atal4$; 

I  traiiBlDit,  hGreiritb,  a  report  from  tbe  Secretary 
cf  War,  with  a  report  to  bim  from  the  Third  Andi- 
tor,  of  the  settlement,  in  the  amoont  stated,  of  the 
olaima  of  the  State  of  Massachaaetla,  for  eerrices 
rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  State,  in  tlie  late 
war,  the  payment  of  whioh  baa  lihherto  been  pre- 
vented by  cauaei  which  are  weti  known  to  Coo- 
neaa  Havins  oomnuuioated  my  unUmentB  on 
tliia  mlyeat  fbUy,  In  a  meMtge  I>eaiing  date  on  the 
SSd  of  February,  182^  it  la  nnneceasary  M  repeat 
In  detail  here,  what  I  there  advanced. 

By  recnrrlne  to  that  meauge,  and  to  tbe  docn- 
menta  referred  to  in  It,  it  will  be  seen  that  tbe  con- 
duct of  the  Executtre  of  that  State,  In  refoHlD^  to 
place  the  militia  thereof,  at  that  dlfflcnlt  conjonc- 
tare,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  ot  the 
United  States,  as  it  was  bonnd  to  do,  by  a  fittr  eou- 
■tmction  of  the  constitution,  and  as  tbe  other  States 
did,  is  tbe  great  cause  to  which  the  ditHcnlty  ad- 
verted to  is  to  Im  ascribed.  It  will  also  be  eeen, 
on  a  view  of  those  documents,  that  tbe  Executive 
of  the  State  wu  warned  at  tbe  time,  if  it  persevered 
in  the  refusal,  tliat  the  consequences  wliich  have 
fbllowed  would  be  inevitable :  that  the  attitude  as- 
sumed by  the  State  farmed  a  case  which  was  not 
contemplated  by  the  existing  Isws  of  tbe  Uniteil 
States  relating  to  militia  semces  :  that  tbe  payment 
of  the  claims  of  tbe  State,  tot  such  services,  could 
l>e  provided  for  by  Gongreas  only,  and  by  a  special 
law  for  the  parpoee.  HaviDjr  made  this  communi' 
cation,  while  acting  in  the  Separtment  of  War,  to 
the  Govamor  of  MasnchnsettJ,  with  tlie  eancttoo 
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and  under  the  direction  of  my  enlightened  and  vip- 
toom  nedecesscr,  it  woald  t>e  improper,  io  ao7 
view  which  may  be  taken  of  tbe  aulqect,  for  me  to 
change  the  ground  then  aanimed,  to  withdraw  thia 
great  question  from  the  ctMiddenition  of  Congresa, 
and  to  act  on  it  myself. 

Had  the  Executive  traen  in  error.  It  is  entitled  to 
eensura,  making  a  just  sllowance  for  the  motive 
which  guided  it.  If  its  conduct  was  correct,  the 
eround  then  assumed  ou^t  to  be  m^otiined  by  it. 
It  belongs  to  CoDgrees  slone  to  terminate  this  ^s- 
treadng Incident,  on  jest  princiides,  with  a  view  to 
the  hi^eat  interests  of  our  Union. 

From  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  subject 
I  am  ccnflrmed  in  the  opinioD  Uiat  Congress  should 
now  decide  on  the  claim,  and  sliow  to  the  State 
such  portions  thereof  as  are  fbuoded  on  tbe  prind- 
plee  laid  down  in  tbe  former  message.  If  those 
prtndples  are  correct,  as  on  great  coDsideration  I 
am  ntisSed  they  are,  tt  appears  to  me  to  be  just  in 
Itsell^  and  of  high  importance,  that  the  sums  which 
may  be  due,  in  oonfonnity  tlierewith,  should  no 
longer  be  withheld  frinn  the  State. 

JAMES  MONBOB. 
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Portrait  (^  Wodhingtcn. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Gommittee  of  the  Whole, 
reanmod  the  conrideratdon  of  the  bill  anthoris- 
ing  tbe  pnrdiaae  of  the  Eqaeatrian  Portrdt  of 
Washington,  by  Rembrandt  Peale. 

Ur.  Houue,  of  Uaine,  moved  to  amend  thtt 
bill  by  filling  the  blank  with  (4,600;  which 
was  decided  m  the  affirmative— area  20,  noes 
14. 

On  the  onestion,  "Shall  thia  bill  be  engroeeed 
for  a  tUrd  reading?"  It  was  decided  in  the 
afflrm^ve,  bj  yeas  and  naya,  as  follows : 

Tus. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bentoo,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Elbott,  I^ndlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mune,  Holmea 
of  Mis^wlppl,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnston  of  Louisiaos,  Keliy,  Lloyd  of  Mawachn- 
setts,  Lowrie,  Hills,  ParroH,  Buggies,  Seymour, 
Smith,  and  Van  Buren— SI. 

Nils.— Messra.    Bell,   Bouligny,  Branch,  Chan- 


McLean,  Hacon,  Nobte,  Palmer,  Taylor,  TaieweQ, 
Thomaa,  and  WnUams — SO. 

Indian  TyOtt. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Button,  the  Senate  re- 
snmed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill    ' 
for  the  preservation  and  oiviliMiion  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  within  the  United  States. 

Ut.Eluott,  of  Qeorpa,^f«6,and,a8amem- 
be^  of  tbe  Oommittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  asked 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  few  remarks 
which  he  proposed  to  make,  in  eznlanation  and 
support  of  the  objects  of  this  bill.  The  measures 
proposed  in  this  bill,  said  Mr.  E.,  have,  for  their 
objBct,  the  preservation  of  the  Indian  tribes 
within  the  United  States,  and  the  improvement 
of  their  condition ;  as  well  as  the  advaaoement 
of  tbe  wealth  and  power  of  the  Union.  The 
att^ment  of  objeota  so  interesting  t>oth  to  the 
philanthropist  and  the  statesman  jostiSed  a 
special  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  Stntea,  and  oao  hardlr  fail  to  seoore  Uw 
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Bve  attanti<m  of  ttuf  bodv.  So  long  u  the 
iu  tribes  wittdn  onr  MttumentsirereataHig 
tnon^  to  wage  war  upon  &«  Statet,  rad  to 
pnrene  tbeir  tntdo  of  blood  with  tbe  tomahawk 
and  Malpme  knifo,  it  was  neither  the  poUoy  nor 
the  dot;  of  the  Federal  Goremment  to  oonsnlt 
their  cocofbrt,  ot  to  devise  meana  ftir  tbeir  prea- 
erratkuu  The  ccmtest,  then,  was  for  the  ei- 
latMtoe  of  OCT  in&nt  aettlenunta,  and  for  the 
attainment  of  that  power  I>7  which  a  civilized 
and  Christian  people  midit  lafelr  ooonpj  this 
protniaed  land  of  dril  ana  nligiona  liberty.  It 
was  then  to  he  regarded  •■  a  strogde  for  tu- 
fremaeff,  between  savagee  and  dvuized  men, 
Iwtweei)  infidelB  and  Ohriatiaiis.  Bat  now,  dr 
when,  b;  BoooeHdre  wars,  and  the  more  &tsl 
operation  of  other  canaes,  hereafter  to  be  no- 
ticed, their  power  has  departed  from  th«n,  and 
Ihej  are  redneed  to  oomtwrative  inaigtdfioanoe, 
it  well  becomes  the  ma^animity  of  a  hnmaae 
aid  gKierons  Ooranment,  to  seek  ont  the  oaasea 
of  their  continued  deteriwaticm,  and,  aa  far  as 
praeticable,  to  arrest  its  progresa,  by  the  q)pli- 
cation  of  the  moat  i^tropt^te  remedies.  To 
as;  one  who  has  cer^dlr  attended  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  tiibaa  within  the  old  States,  it  most 
be  tffanat,  that  th^  nnifbrm  decline  reanlts 
fhMD  oa»ea  growing  oat  of  thdr  location.  Bo 
tna  ia  this  poaiticHi,  thai  white  yoa  can  aoaroe- 
tr  P<niit  to  a  nation  of  Indians  waatinK  aw^, 
taiba  nmnerioallr  at  phjrically,  in  thnr  nottM 
wtidtnMM,  I  know  of  no  tribes  within  the  Btatee 
anrroDnded  hj  a  white  popnlation,  who  have 
not  declined  In  both  these  reqieeta^  and  who  are 
not  in  manifest  danger  of  extincU<»L  What, 
■r,  has  become  of  the  immense  hordes  of  these 
people,  who  once  ooonpied  the  s)^  o(  the  cdder 
states  t  In  New  TEnglaml^  where  nnmeroos 
and  warlike  tribea  <woe  so  iereelj  oonteoded 
fcr  mmmaej  with  our  forgathers,  bat  2,600 
of  their  descendanta  now  rraiaini  And  these 
■re  mixed  with  negro  l^ood:  ditpiriUd  tatd 
iegndtit  Of  the  powerAU  league  of  the  Biz 
HatioDs,  BO  long  the  sooorge  and  (error  <f  New 
York,  only  about  6,000  K>nla  aorriTed  I  While 
in  Jersey,  PmnsylTania,  Delaware,  and  Kary- 
land,  they  are  dtiier  entirely  extinct,  or  thdr 
nmnben  are  so  reduced  as  to  hava  escaped  the 
Botioe  (rf  the  Department.  In  Yir^nia,  Mr. 
Jefferson  informs  as,  that  tJtere  were  in  1607, 
between  "the  sea  ooast  and  the  moantalos,  ma 
from  the  Potomac  to  the  most  Southem  waters 
of  James  Krer,  apwarda  of  for^  tribes  of  !□- 
diani^"-^iow  there  are  but  fwty-seren  individ- 
tiala  witUn  the  whole  Statel  From  North 
Carolina  none  are  retomed— and  only  fbor  hon- 
dred  and  fifty  from  Booth  Oandina  I  While  in 
Ooofgia,  where,  thlr^  years  ainoe,  there  were 
not  uas  than  thirty  thoosand  aoals,  within  her 
present  limits  there  are  not  sow  more  than 
naif  that  nnmbor.  That  many  of  these  people 
have  remoTsd,  and  othws  perished  l^  the 
Bword  in  the  frsqneat  wan  which  occurred  in 
tbs  pnwreaa  of  car  settlements  in  all  these 
Ettatea,  lam  free  to  admit.  But  where  are  the 
handfeda  of  thonaaoda,  with  thrir  deeoeodants, 


who  ndtiier  removed  nor  were  thus  deetrojedt 
^,  like  a  promtmtory  of  sand,  exposed  to  the 
oeuelsss  encsoachments  of  the  ooean,  they  have 
been  gradnally  wasUog  away  b^re  the  corrent 
of  the  white  popolatioa,  which  set  in  npon  them 
from  every  qoarter:  and  anlees  speedily  re- 
moved by  the  provinons  of  this  bill,  beyond 
the  inflneoce  of  Ihis  oanae,  a  remnant  will  not 
long  be  funod,  to  point  yoa  to  the  graves  of 
theU*  anceatoK,  or  to  rdate  the  sad  story  di 
their  misfortanes.  From  this  view  of  the  snb- 
ject,  air,  I  am  bronght  to  the  condnuon,  tiiat 
two  independent  oommimitiea  of  people,  difl^ 
iug  in  color,  langoage^  habits,  and  interest^ 
cannot  long  anbost  t<wwier— but  that  the  more 
intelligent  and  powerM  will  always  destroy  the 
other.  This,  It  mnst  be  confessed,  is  a  sombre 
piorare  of  hmnan  natore — bat  it  is  a  sketch 
from  real  lifb ;  and  the  statesman  will  legislate 
f(ff  man  a*  ha  Wj  and  not  as  he  o^M  to  It. 
Now,  oommimities  not  viAmendmvt  of  each 
other,  may  differ  Id  most  of  these  respects,  and 
yet  not  only  gnbsiBt  together,  bat,  to  a  certaia 
extent,  increase  and  better  their  condition. 
Some  of  the  Soath  American  Indians,  althoogb 
oonqaered  and  reduced  to  slavery  by  the  Bpan- 
iu^  were  not  deetroyed.  Their  tribes  are 
.still  extant;  and,  having  commingled  their 
blood  with  that  of  their  oonqnerors,  uiey  are  at 
this  time  an  improved  and  powerful  people. 
The  African  slaves,  too,  In  the  United  States, 
are  a  distinct  and  separate  people,  bnt  they 
rapidly  iaerease,  and  are  dtuly  improving  in 
condition.  In  these  instanoes,  the  iko-VuaX  d»- 
pmdenee  which  existo,  creates,  in  some  aort^  a 
oommimi^  lA  interests.  Bnt,  two  oommanitles 
of  pcMle,  wholly  independent  of  each  other, 
and  diabrtng  essentially  in  chsraoter  and  habits, 
mnst  find  thdr  feelings  and  interesla  in  perpet- 
oal  oolllMon.  To  co^ne  sncb  disoordaat  m»> 
terials,  ther^re,  within  the  limits  of  the  same 
State,  cannot  fiiu  to  engender  endless  conten- 
tiona.  And  these,  as  in  all  other  coDtroversie& 
where  phyrioat  power  is  made  the  arbiter  of 
righ^  mnst  ever  ranlt  in  the  discomfiture  of 
the  weakw  party :  who,  at  length,  dispirited 
and  degraded  onder  a  sense  of  comparative 
weakness,  and  increasing  wants,  become  idle 
and  viciona,  seeking  la  the  bottle  that  gratifica- 
tion which  they  once  eqjoyed  in  the  ehas^^ 
and  this  degradation,  and  these  habits,  lay  the 
foundation  of  their  snbsecnent  deterioration. 

And,  Ar,  if  it  be  so  difacolt  to  preserve  the 
Indian  popnlation  within  the  States,  from  grad- 
ual but  certain  ezt^ction,  owing  to  the  opera- 
tion of  causes  inseparable  from  their  location, 
bow  can  we  hope  to  promote  either  their  moral 
or  iutetlectaal  improvement,  nnder  such  cur- 
onmstanoes?  Confidence  in  the  sincerity  and 
good  intentions  of  those  who  essay  to  teach  and 
improve  us,  is  essential  to  saocess  in  the  under' 
taking.  Bat  how  can  confidence  exist  amidst 
the  duly  irrit^ons  which  grow  out  of  the  un- 
happy dtuation  of  these  people!  Are  they 
yet  k  the  hunter  state!  Their  soatenano^ 
then,  depends  on  the  qoantil?  of  game  that 
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ma;  be  fooud  within  their  limita.  But  this  is 
itilj  Increasing,  bj  the  enoroaohmenta  <^  the 
whites,  who  penetrate  their  forest^  and  kill 
off  the  tttiiniain  on  whioh  they  sabsiBt,  Have 
they  advanced  to  tJie  condition  of  herdamen  t 
Their  atoolc  pass  the  bonndaries  of  their  terri- 
tory ;  they  are  found  to  treepaaa  upon  the  prop- 
erty of  the  whites,  and  they  are  desbvyed. 

Nor,  sir,  ia  this  all ;  new  aoqnimtiona  of  terri- 
toty  ore  repeatedly  orged  npoa  them,  and, 
aavage  aa  they  are,  they  are  not  so  devoid  of 
common  sense,  as  not  to  argae  from  the  past 
to  the  futore,  and  to  antidpate  the  &te  whloh 


Potomao  and  Delaware,  and  vhote  nofoo  akme 
«ur«tM  /  Under  Uie  pressore  of  snch  ciromn- 
atancea,  it  la  idle  to  look  for  any  solid  or  ex- 
tended improvement  in  the  Indian  population 
within  the  Btates.  A  few  of  ihem,  of  mixed 
blood,  may  acqmre  some  knowledge,  and  more 
property,  bat  uie  n'eat  mass  of  this  popnlation 
cannot  be  expected  to  escape  the  oanaee  of  de- 
cline and  degradation  which  have  heretofbre 
Srodnced  ani^  uniform  reanlts.  Under  this 
npression,  and  with  a  view  to  snstun  and  im- 
prove the  Indians  now  within  the  States,  &iB 
bill  was  reported.  It  propoeea  to  aooomplish 
theae  benevolent  objects  by  Qie  purchase  of  a 
tract  of  ooontry  lying  between  the  Missouri 
•nd  Arkansas  Rivers,  as  a  pa-manaU  pottemion 
for  these  people.  This  tract  is  said  by  Ur. 
Storrs,  who  has  explored  it,  to  be  very  fertile, 
well  watered,  and  shoonding  in  same.  But  I 
will  ^ve  yon  his  own  language,  from  a  letter 
lately  received  by  the  Ohairman  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Indian  Affuis.  In  reference  to  the 
plan  of  colouizinK  tJie  Indiana,  he  says : 

. "  Natnre  could  hardly  have  formed  a  ooon- 
try more  admirably  fitted  to  snoh  a  purpose, 
than  that  which  lies  between  us  and  tite  Ai^ 
kansas  lUver,  It  ia  among  the  moat  beantiM 
and  fertile  tracts  of  country  I  ever  saw. 
Streams  lined  with  timber  intersect  and  beautify 
it  in  every  direction.  There  are  delightM 
landscapes,  over  which  Flora  has  scattered  her 
beantjes  with  a  wanton  hand ;  and  upon  Whose 
bosom  innnmerable  wild  animals  display  their 
amazing  numbers.  The  spring  clothes  this 
solitude  with  its  riahest  scenery,  and  affords  a 
combination  which  connot  fail  to  please  the  eye 
and  delight  the  ima^nstion. 

"  If  a  few  remnants  of  our  tribes  were  settled 
here,  Knbraoing,  if  poaaible,  the  Oaagee  and 
TTaiiMa^  and  t£eir  prospect  should  become 
flattering,  others  would  naturally  Join  tJiem, 
and  form  similar  establishments ;  and,  in  the 
conrse  of  a  few  years,  we  should  witness  the 
gratifying  spectacle  of  an  organized  ^vemment 
of  indnstrious  habits,  and  peaceful  villages,  sur- 
rounded with  smilina  fields  and  domestic  herds. 
As  I  passed  through  that  deli^htfnl  reeion,  I 
oonld  not  help  regretting  that  it  should  be  a 
waste  of  Kature ;  and  felt  a  secret  assurance 
that,  at  some  future  period,  Socks  would  feed 
ipoa  its  abundant  lierbage,  and  a  snmeKms 
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population  would  derive  support  from  its  fep* 
tihty.  It  is  a  part  of  the  coontry- which  wiU 
not  answer  oar  purposes  of  sodal  interoonraa 
and  compact  aettlements.  But,  for  the  Indiana, 
hardly  any  country  conld  afford  greater  ad- 
vant^ea  than  the  tract  adjoining  the  Fananit 
River,  the  Ossge,  the  Neocio,  the  Yerdigrise^ 
and,  perhaps,  uie  Arkansas,  below  where  our 
route  to  Mexico  croaaea  it.  They  conld,  from 
thoae  placea,  procure  salt  from  the  aalt  plains 
of  Arkansas ;  and  during  the  indpient  state  of 
their  progress,  before  their  harvest  could  be 
equal  to  Qieir  aapport,  the  game  would  a&brd 
them  an  abnndont  means  of  support." 

Bnoh  is  the  country  proposed  to  be  aangatA 
to  the  Indiana  as  their  future  home.  It  wiU 
be  subdivided  into  surveys  of  snffident  ext«iit 
to  meet  the  exigendes  of  every  tribe  -,  and  to 
each  will  be  assigned  a  separate  location.  Tho 
whole  to  form  a  colony  oi  red  men,  under  the 
protectJon  and  guardianship  of  the  Federal 
Government.  From  this  territory,  all  whits 
men  will  be  rigidly  exduded,  except  misucai- 
ariea,  teachers,  and  artisans,  now  engaged  in 
their  inatroction  and  improvement,  or  ench  as 
may  hereafter  become  neoeeaary  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  theee  will  he  removed  and  settled 
with  them.  In  this  dtnation,  all  the  wants  of 
Boch  a  people  wiU  be  provided  for.  No  sud- 
den tranattion  from  the  hunter  to  the  a^- 
cnltural  condition,  will  be  expected  by  practical 
men.  Such  a  change  must  be  the  work  of  time^ 
and  can  be  reatizea  only  in  the  descendanta  OF 
those  who  shall  be  removed.  These  wUl  be 
sedulously  taught,  both  by  precept  and  exam- 
ple, the  value  of  the  otdtivation  of  the  earth, 
OTi  perotaftmt  petteuiotit,  and  nnder  a  govem- 
ment  of  known  laws.  And,  growing  up  under 
the  inflnenoe  of  such  instructions,  with  minds 
and  morals  improved,  and  rdieved  from  th* 
debodng  assodadons  of  their  former  aitaatiaii, 
every  hope  may  be  indulged  of  the  most  grati- 
fying result  In  the  mean  lime,  the  adult 
population,  upon  whose  habits  and  pr^ndicea 
no  very  salutary  effects  could  be  expected,  wiH 
find  employment  and  profit  in  the  chase,  and 
in  the  management  and  increase  of  their  do- 
meetio  animua ;  for  which  purpose  every  sec- 
tion of  land  may  have  an  outlet  to  the  Kocky 
Mountuns,  and  the  privilege  of  hunting  fa« 
purchased  of  the  natives. 

But  here,  sir,  I  will  antidpate  two  ohjeo- 
liona.  The  first,  that  the  congregation  of  ao 
many  different  tribes  of  Indians  on  adjoining 
tracts,  muat  neceesarily  lead  to  wars  between 
them,  more  ruinous  than  the  oollisiona  they  ex- 
perience with  the  whites  in  their  present  aitosr 
tion.  This  would  probably  be  the  case,  wen 
they  not  sensible  of  the  presence  and  power  ot 
the  Federal  Oovemment,  to  ai^nst  their  ^ffi- 
cultiee,  and  to  put  down  the  wrong-doer.  Bat 
it  is  proposed  to  have  agents  among  them,  men 
of  known  principle,  wdl  aoqudnted  with  the 
Indian  character,  respected  by  them,  and  anx- 
ioos  fbr  thdr  improvement.  These  men  wiQ 
act  OB  naq>ires  between  the  Torione  tribei^  anc^ 
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hj  B  timely  a^nstinent  of  their  qnarreb,  take 
tiraj  the  occasion  of  wars.  And  the  presenoe 
of  the  military  poBta,  irhioh  will  be  statioDed 
on  tlte  Western  and  Northern  limits  of  this 
ctdony,  cannot  feil  to  pro  to  Buoh  sopervision- 
aey  law,  the  efGoienor  which  is  antioipated. 
The  second  objection  in,  the  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended by  the  a^oining  States,  from  the 
power  of  llie  Indians  thus  oolleotad.  But,  sir, 
It  is  to  be  reoolleoted  that  these  tribes  bave  all 
axperieaoed  the  power,  and  been  snbdaed  by 
tiie  arms  of  the  nnit«d  States ;  and  that  the 
postion  whioh  they  will  ocoDpy,  is  one  which 
win  expose  them  to  the  whole  Indian  popnla- 
tkm  to  the  North  and  West  of  them.  Under 
nch  airoomstsnoea,  every  motive  to  be  sng- 
gmted,  either  by  fear  or  interest,  must  impel 
them  to  the  cultivation  of  peocefiil  habits,  and 
«  dose  aUianoe  with  the  United  States.  This 
objection,  then,  is  founded  cpon  the  soppom- 
tion,  that  these  Indians  will  act  directly  con- 
trary to  their  obvionB  interests,  and  make  war 
npon  those  whose  power  tiaey  tnoa  they  cannot 
MRst,  and  the  preservation  of  whioh,  they/<MJ 
to  be  necessary  to  their  own  safety.  Now, 
this  ia  too  violent  a  soppoeiijon  to  be  the  fonn- 
ttation  of  any  ott)eotion  which  would  reqnire 
•erions  refiit^on.  The  contemplated  removal 
and  settlement  of  those  Indians,  therefore,  will 
not  endanger  either  thmr  p«aee  or  our  ti^ftty, 
while  it  promises  to  them  an  entire  exemption 
bam  all  tiie  oaosea  of  deterioration,  onder  which 
they  now  languish.  That  the  civilization  and 
moral  improvement  of  these  people  most  be 


MtUement,  as  this  bill  contemplates,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say.  Bnt  I  do  say,  Mr.  President, 
imleea  they  are  removed  from  their  present 
aitiiation,  and  that  very  shortly,  too,  there  will 
be  bnt  few  to  require  this  experiment  at  your 
hands — on  experiment  which,  although  it  may 
&il,  I  believe  to  be  more  Aill  of  hope  and  prom- 
be  concerning  the  future  prospects  of  this  un- 
fortonate  race,  than  any  which  has  been  hereto- 
fore attempted. 

Thus  nmcb  I  have  felt  it  my  dn^  to  say,  in 
rderence  to  the  deep  interest  I  believe  the  In- 
diana have  in  the  proposed  measures.  Bnt,  I 
have  sud  these  measoree  wDuld  also  inarease 
the  vettlth  and  power  of  the  Union.  The  re- 
moval of  the  Indians  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
States,  wonld  leave  ns  in  poseeesion  of  all 
the  lands  they  now  oocnpy ;  and  these,  from 
Oieir  sitoation  and  extent,  mnst  be  very  valu- 
able. Almost  all  the  Indian  reservations  have 
been  of  tbe  best  lands ;  and  Burronnded,  as  they 
are  at  this  time,  by  a  white  population,  and 
fanproved  by  roads,  and  other  faoifities  of  inter- 
eonrse  witb  the  adjaoent  country,  they  wonld 
oonunand  comparatively  a  high  price.  But 
these  lands  form  an  aggregate  of  no  less  than 
■eren^-eeven  minions  five  hundred  thousand 
acres.     Now  deduct  mne  nuUitms  five  hundred 


tjngidshed ;  and  one  hundred  and  forty-four 


thousand  in  possession  of  tbe  Oshawba  Indians, 
bnt  which,  if  surrendered,  would  belong  to 
South  Carolina,  and  you  will  have  siity-seven 
millions  eight  hondred  and  fifty-six  thousand 
acres  sul^ect  to  the  dintosition  of  the  United 
States?  Snppoee  this  immeoBe  tract  sold  at 
only  two  dollars  per  acre,  a  fund  would  be 
created  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-fire  milltona 
seven  hnndred  and  twelve  thonsand  dollars  I 
Which,  after  reimbursing  the  treasury  for  all 
expenses  incurred  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  would  not  only  be  ade- 
quate to  the  extinction  of  the  national  debt^ 
but  leave  an  immense  amount  at  the  ftitnre 
disposal  of  the  Government. 

But,  sir,  tbe  wealth  and  power  of  the  Uiuoa 
will  be  still  more  advanced  by  the  greater  com- 
pactnem  of  the  population,  and  the  increased 
cultivation  of  the  soil  of  the  States,  whioli 
would  be  engnred  under  the  operation  of  the 
system.  If  the  wealth  of  a  nation  depends 
npon  the  quantity  of  its  surplus  productions, 
whatever  has  a  tendency  to  increase  these  pro- 
ductions, must  operate  favorably  upon  the  re- 
sources of  the  community.  By  the  plan  pro- 
posed- an  immense  tract  of  land,  now  useless, 
would  be  brought  into  cultivation,  some  or 
which  will  produce  the  most  valuable  staple^ 
either  for  use  or  exportation.    Within  the  States 


valuable  land,  that  would  be  redeemed  and 
brought  into  cultivation  I  Kost  of  this  soil 
would  grow  cotton,  and  swell  tbe  valuable  ex- 

eort  of  these  States  to  on  astouishiug  amount 
ut,  rar,  what  shall  I  say  of  the  valne  of  the 
population  which  this  measure  would  ensure 
to  these  States?  This  Senate  must  be  well 
aware  that  it  is  not  less  the  policy  of  the  Fede- 
ral Qovemment  than  it  la  the  interest  of  these 
States  to  afford  eveiy  facility  to  the  rapid  In- 
crease of  their  efBoient  population.  Bituated 
at  the  most  exposed  point  of  the  Union,  as 
two  of  these  Stai«s  are,  with  on  extensive  se^ 
coast,  incapable,  from  the  nature  of  its  soil, 
of  sustaining  but  a  very  sparse  population, 
they  must  rely,  for  their  defenoe,  jirincip^ly, 
on  the  dense  population  of  the  interior.  Flor- 
ida, too,  with  her  immense  maritime  frontier, 
will  look  chiefly  to  Georgia  and  Alabama  for 
aid  in  time  of  war.  And,  as  New  Orleans  was 
saved  in  the  last  war  by  the  power  of  the  ad- 
joining States,  Ml  Florida,  and  the  seH-coast  of 
Georgia,  and  Alabama,  can  be  successfully  de- 
fended against  future  invasion  only  by  the 
timely  augmentation  of  their  physical  power. 
It  becomes,  then,  an  object  of  cardinal  interest 
with  the  Federal  Government,  upon  whom  de- 
volves the  high  duty  of  nation^  defence,  that 
every  portion  of  these  States  should  be  filled 
up  wiUi  an  efifeotive  population ;  and  blind,  in- 
deed. Is  that  policy,  which  would  continue  to 
appropriate  so  many  millions  of  acres  of  land, 
trmt  lituaUd,  to  the  unproductive  uses  of  Indian 
occupancy,  regardless  alike  of  the  wealth  of 
the  nation  and  of  her  means  of  defenoe  t    Bnt^ 


Sbuxk] 

■ir,  independent  of  the  ^oral  policj  which  bo 
stronFlr  recommenda  this  measure,  its  tendesoj 
to  tiMl  the  joBt  e^ectationa  of  GeorgiiL,  in 
reference  to  tLe  cession  of  1603,  abonld  ensore 
to  it  the  most  fsToroble  reception.  Twenty- 
three  rears  have  neorlj  elapsed,  sinoe  the 
Union  contrtusted,  for  a  Tslnable  oonsidera- 
tion,  to  eztingnifih,  tot  ttie  nse  of  Georgia,  the 
Ind^  title  to  all  the  land'  within  her  limits. 
Snowing  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  Georgia  conld  not  have  an- 
ticipated the  delafB  which  have  occorred,  nor 
foreseen  tiie  obstacles  which  the;  wonld  have 
int«rpoBed  to  the  accomplishment  of  her  ex- 
pectations. And,  although  follj  senribte  of  the 
pernicious  effects  of  this  procrastination,  in  the 
ftbrid^ent  of  her  wealui  and  power,  such  has 
been  her  attachment  to  the  Union,  and  respect 
fbr  its  Government,  that  she  has  hitherto  re- 
pressed the  fall  ezprefldon  of  disappoinbnent, 
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of  the  national  treasnij ;  and,  latterly,  by 
representations  of  the  difficnities  of  compliance. 
Bnt  now,  sir,  a  plan  is  offered  for  yonr  accept- 
ance, free  from  all  these  embarrassments.  It 
Is  proposed  to  exchange  lands  beyond  the 
IDuriesippi  for  those  tracts  held  by  Indians 
within  the  States.  Bhoold  thia  plan  ancceed, 
it  will  enable  the  United  States  not  only  to  dia- 
Oharge  their  obligations  to  Georgia,  "peaeeablff, 
and  on  reaaonabU  tarmt,"  but  to  confer  a  lasting 
benefit  on  the  Indians  thus  removed,  by  giving 
them  ajMrmonent  Aonw,  for  their  present  pra- 
eariov*  pouatum*.  In  his  message  on  this  snb- 
Ject,  the  President  informs  Congress,  that  a 
treaty  with  the  Creek  Indiana  is  now  n^i;oliat- 
iug,  and  "with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  sno- 
OesB."  Althoogh  no  seriona  ^fficnlties  may 
now  present  tbemselves  to  the  acqniaitioti  of 
Uiese  lands,  yet,  eveir  day's  delay  is  calcolated 
to  angment  BQoh  as  do  exist.  Tbo  att^nment 
of  property  by  a  few  indivldnals  of  mixed 
blood,  (some  of  whom  own  cotton  plantations, 
worked  by  ikfrican  slavee,)  has  given  to  a  small 
minority  a  controlling  infinence  in  the  conncils 
of  the  nation.  These  men  become,  annuaUv, 
richer  and  more  powerfol,  while  the  great  bodv 
of  tiie  nation  are  impoverished  and  degraded, 
inthont  game  to  enbust  on,  and  unskilled  in 
die  arts  of  civilized  life,  the;  are  in  fact  the 
meniala  of  thia  aristocracy,  who  employ  and 
support  them ;  and  who,  Adly  senaible  of  all 
the  advantages  resnlting  to  their  avarice  from 
the  poflseasion  of  this  power  and  inflnence,  will 
not  easily  bepersnadea  to  use  either  in  anpport 
of  a  policy  which,  however  it  may  be  cslcmated 
to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  mass  of  the  red 
popnlation,  may  nltiraately  deprive  them  of 
the  station  and  emolnmenta  they  now  ei^oy. 
Ifost  of  the  difficnities  which  have  been  eX' 
p«ienced  in  treating  with  these  Indians,  have 
been  oocarioned  by  the  inflnence  and  intrigaes 
<tf  men  of  this  description,  who,  having  no 


interests  in  common  with  the  nation,  conld  not 

be  expected  to  eympathiie  with  then 


The 


.  _  of  the  red  popnlation  have  long  been  in- 
clined to  sach  a  removal  and  settlement  as  tiiii 
bill  proposes ;  and,  should  the  treaty  with  the 
Greeks  succeed,  the  Indiana  will  be  removed, 
at  their  oten  rtqutit,  beyond  the  Uis^seippi, 
and  settled  apon  lands  to  be  given  them  as  a 
ptrmanent  possession,  in  exchange  for  thoM 
they  shall  have  snrrendered.  In  fact,  a  die- 
position  to  snoh  a  removal  and  settlement  as 
Oiis  bill  contemplates,  is  manifesting  itself  from 
various  qnarters;  and  many  applications  for 
this  ^rpoee  have  been  already  made  to  the 
War  Department,  by  the  more  intelligent  and 
reflecting  among  the  Indians  of  different  tribea, 
Nay,  sir,  delegations  from  ten  or  twelve  tribea 
have  aotnally  arrived  in  this  city,  within  the 
two  last  days,  oharged  by  the  nations  to  whom 
they  belong,  with  the  expressions  of  their  grati- 
tnde  for  the  propositions  contained  in  this  Inll, 
and  of  their  readiness  to  comply  with  its  re- 
quirements. Nothine,  then,  is  wanting  to  tlte 
acGomplisIiment  of  this  important  object,  but 
the  sanction  of  Congress.  Abont  1SO,000  sonla 
of  this  unfortunate  race  now  await  their  des- 
tiny at  yonr  hands  I  Pass  this  bill,  sir,  and  yon 
elevate  their  character,  and  impart  new  bt^Ma 
to  their  future  prospects.  Reject  it,  and  yon 
set  yonr  seal  to  their  degradation.  And,  al- 
though their  fate  may  be  delayed,  1  conrider  it 
as  inevitable  as  the  march  of  time.  Every 
motive,  therefore,  of  hmnanilj,  of  policy,  and 
of  interest,  jogea  yon  to  the  sanction  of  thia 
bllL  In  such  a  cause,  and  under  such  oiroom- 
stances,  I  am  not  permitted  to  donbt  the  den- 
cision  of  the  8enat«. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroased 
for  a  third  reading. 

After  the  oonsideration  of  £xecnt\Te  bnsineaa, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Wkdsbsdat,  Febraary  28. 
CiviUiaticn  of  Indiant. 

The  engroesed  bill  for  the  preservation  and 

civilization  of  the  Indian  tnbes  within   the 

United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  pattti, 

and  sent  to  the  Honse  for  ooncmrence. 

Portrait  qf  Wa^mgton. 

The  engrossed  bill  anthorizing  the  porchase 
of  the  eqaestiiaa  portrait  of  waahii^;t(m  by 
Bembraitat  Feale,  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  ^neation  "  KiaU  this  bill  pass  ?" 

Some.  diBOus^n  ensned;  Uessra.  Erao,  of 
Alabuna,  Macoit,  LiintAir,  and  Noble,  op- 
ponng  the  appropriation,  which  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  uiu^  and  Lownn;  it  was  finally 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  Yeas  and  Naya, 
as  follows: 

Tkab. — Uesin.  Barton,  Barbour,  BentoD,  Boo- 
UgDj,  Clkj^on,  Eaton,  EUicU,  Findlaj,  Hayne, 
Holmea  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Missis^pi,  Jachsoiy 
JohnMm  of  Kentucky,  Kelly,  UoyA  of  lEi 
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Ka»s. — KeMis.  BiWDcti,  Brown,  Chuidler,  Cobb, 
VWcilS,  Kdwards,  King  of  AUbun&,  King  oF  New 
Tork,  Knight,  Lmnmm,  If  DllTuiie,  HoLean,  Usoou, 
Koble  Falaer,  Tb^lor,  Tuewell,  WilUuns— If 

So  the  bill  psasod,  and  was  eant  to  the  Eonae 
Ibr  coacmrsnce. 

Otmbtrlcmd  Soad. 
The  Senate  took  op,  u  in  Oormnittee  of  the 
Whole,  Oil.  Babbodb  in  the  ohair,)  the  bill  ap- 
prtfiriating  100,000  dollars  for  the  ezteiwoa 
of  the  Oomberiiutd  road  from  the  Ohio  to  the 
Hnakiiigaiii,  at  ZanaiTille — the  amonnt  of  the 
i^vpnmriatioii  to  be  rdmbiuMd  to  the  Treasnrj' 
out  of  die  ftmd  reaerred  fbr  ia-jing  ont  and 
makiag  roods  tinder  the  direoUon  of  Oongreaa, 
hj  die  teveral  acta  passed  for  the  admiadon  of 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Mis- 
Kmri  into  the  Union — 

Vi.  B80WB,  of  Ohio,  (Ohainoan  of  the  Oom- 
ndttaa  on  Bo&ds  and  Canals,)  said  this  was  not 
U  all  a  new  snlject  to  the  Senate,  bnt  it  -was 
€oe  <^  great  interest,  not  onlj  to  all  the  Statea 
vest  of  the  Ohio,  bat  to  some  of  the  Eastern 
States  Ukewise.  He  therefore  asked  the  &Tor- 
■ble  attention  tjt  the  Senata  to  it.  He  would 
not  deny  that  the  State  he  represented  wonld 
be  one  of  the  first  to  ttA  the  benefit  of  the 
^{Topriation,  bat  it  wonld,  he  hoped,  be  ad- 
mitted, that  the  State  of  Ohio  had  some  reason 
to  ask  this  of  the  General  QoTeniment,  and  it 
ought  to  be  conceded  to  Uiem.  The  Legisla- 
tere  of  that  State  bad,  he  said,  paaaed  lawa, 
during  the  last  seamen,  for  opening  a  naTigable 
omal  between  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  and  the 
Ohio,  which,  when  completed,  eonld  not  &il 
of  being  of  great  serrioe  to  the  United  Statea, 
to  peace  and  war,  and  woold  likewise  enhanoe 
the  propertr  of  the  United  States  in  that  State, 
sod  in  those  further  westward.  I^  Iheie&ite, 
from  snob  oonsiderationa,  the  Untted  States 
would  make  a  iMginning  this  year,  for  the  ex- 
tendon  of  the  road  hejond  the  Oblo  Biver, 
which  now  oonneets  the  Taller  of  the  Otdo 
with  that  of  the  Potoma<^  they  would  find 
ibeir  own  interest  in  a  liberal  poller  In  this 
regard,  which  woold  be  of  material  service  to 
the  Western  States. 

Hr.  Cobb  said,  that,  sltbongh  he  wonld  not 
pretend  that  he  shonld  be  able  to  throw  anj 
Dew  li^ta  on  the  ^reot  prindplee  inTolved  kk 
iiaa  bill  nnder  congidention,  jet  he  coold  not 
ooosent  to  ita  passsge  withoot  some  degree  of 
investiption,  and  ^erefore  he  solidCed  the  at- 
tentioD  of  Qie  Senate  for  a  few  mlnafae.  At 
the  preaent  period  it  oould  not  be  expected, 
that  there  are  tnan?  persms  who  oonld  oontrib> 
vte  additional  lights  npon  a  qti«stic»i  which  bad 
mgaged  the  attention,  and  etWed  the  investi- 
ption  of  the  ablest  stateMnen  in  the  nation. 
Tet  he  looked  to  its  final  decision  with  Tsry 
great  anxietr.  He  thought  the  Senate  wonld 
concur  in  believing  with  him,  that  those  prin- 
dplee had  not  been  entirely  settled  when  thej 
hxAed  to  the  history  of  this  sTstem  of  internd 
improT«cnente,     There  had  Deen  no  instance 


within  his  reooUecdon,  wben  the  claim  for  the 
power  of  adopting  it  bad  been  advanced,  in 
which  it  was  not  denied  by  some  one  of  the 
departments  of  the  Government.  At  theveryflrst 
seiffiion  of  the  OongresB  of  which  he  had  first 
the  honor  of  being  a  member,  (which  was  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  administr^ 
tton,)  the  question  was  bronght  before  the  Honse 
of  Representatives.  At  that  tjme  s  solemn  vote 
was  taken  in  that  body,  declarioK  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  constroct  roaoa  and  oanale. 
This  vote  was  predicated  on  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee Bpp<dnted  on  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  ss  related  to  the  anbject,  and  in  which 
message  the  power  was  expressly  denied  to 
Oon^ress.  How  &r  the  opmions  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, nnce  that  period,  had  undergone  a 
change,  in  relation  to  the  question,  was  as  well 
known  to  the  Senate  as  to  hims^;  he  should 
not  stop  to  point  cot  the  change,  if  any,  Inaa- 
mnch  as  he  adverted  to  the  Message,  m<a^y  to 
show  that  the  question  had  not  been  settled. 
He  repeated,  that  he  felt  great  anxiety  as  to  the 
resolt  of  the  vote  now  abont  to  be  taken  in  the 
Senate,  inaamnoh  as  he  believed  it  involved 
t^e  great  qnestion,  whether  this  GovemmeDt 
was  to  drop  all  its  federative  oharaoteristic^ 
and  was  about  to  become,  as  predicted  by 
the  great  Ylrelnia  Prophet,*  a  splendid  na- 
tional consolidated  goTemment,  reared  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  sovwdgnty  of  we  people  and 
the  States! 

In  udng  snob  expreeeions,  Mr.  0.  said,  be 
was  aware  that  be  was  harping  npon  an  old 
string,  whose  simple  notes  were  extremely  dis- 
agreeable to  the  ears  of  oertdn  modem  poli- 
Utdans.  The  sntHeot  had  become  nnfashlonabla. 
Bot,  from  the  earliest  period  at  which  be  bad  seri- 
oosty  tiionght  oa  polidcal  snbjeots,  he  had  been 
tau^t  to  reveraioe  the  principles  he  was  at- 
tempting to  ftdvooste,  and  the  Senate  would 
tberafore  pardon  the  terms  he  bad  nsed,  tf 
tbOTewasanytbiiigoflbndvelnthem.  He  had 
learned  from  the  ^te  in  which  he  was  borti. 
(and  (^  whiob  you,  ^,  are  a  Bepreeentative,)? 
that  there  is  sah^  in  s«»iwtimee  reonirlng  to 
fimdamaatal  priooiideB. 

Much  might  be  said,  he  thought,  as  to  tho 
expedienoy  ct  the  measure  under  oondderation. 
It  mlobt,  with  great  propriety,  be  inquired, 
why  Congress  was  called  on  to  extend  the 
Onmberland  Road  at  this  time,  even  admitting 
they  had  the  power!  Why  the  Western  States 
were  now  better  entitled  to  have  snch  a  bene- 
ficial boon  ext^ided  to  them,  than  tbe  other 
States  of  the  Union!  What  was  said  wben 
tbe  Cumberland  Boad  was  first  undertaken! 
Tbe  sole  otgeet  was  to  form  a  connection,  by  a 
permanent  and  durable  toad  aeross  the  monn- 
tainSj  between  the  Atlantic  coast  and  tbe  nav- 
igable waters  of  the  West.  This  wss  efected 
by  oonstmcting  the  rood  fhnn  Oamberland  to 
Wheeling.    At  that  time,  did  any  person  dream 
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that  so  soon,  if  at  all,  Oonnest  was  to  be 
oalled  on  to  extend  it  from  Wbeding  to  the 
JJjBaiBmppi }  For  that,  he  ondentood,  was  tiie 
obj«ot  avowed  bj  the  advoostea  of  the  hill.  If 
the  Weatam  Statea  genemllv,  ixmld  have  no 
olaim  to  BQCh  a  beneflual  workl  maoh  leaa  had 
the  State  of  Ohio^  ocmBtdered  ilDglT.  The 
fimd  oat  of  which  the  ezpenae  of  """"g  the 
road  ia  to  be  pud,  ao  &r  ««  an;-  portion  of  it 
waa  derivable  from  that  State,  had  baui  long 
sinoe  expended.  The  rMeirataon  of  the  per- 
centage on  the  salec  of  the  pabUo  landa  fbr 
roada,  in  the  Btate  of  Ohio,  bad  been  aunk  in 
conatraotinx  the  Onmberland  Road,  to  which 
it  was,  by  law,  applied.  Nar,  th&  expense  of 
the  road  had  greatly  ezoeeded  the  reaarratJon 
bj  many  thooaand  doUara.  He  was  sore  the 
fkot  wonid  not  be  denied. 

Aa  the  qneetioQ  involred  all  the  prininplea 
relating  to  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Oorem- 
ment  on  the  sabjoot  of  internal  improTamentB, 
he  would  here  by  down  a  pn^HWtSon,  whioh 
he  thought  almoat  Belf-erideot  It  had  baea 
etwteaded,  that  the  United  States  were  boimd 
to  oonatmot  this  road,  by  compact  made  with 
Beveral  of  the  Western  States  at  the  lime  of 
their  admission  into  the  TJmon.  Admitting 
^at  sneh  a  oompact  oonld  be  prodoeed,  and 
tiiat  it  contained  an  ezpreaa  ttipiilation  to  that 
sSbot,  it  would  not,  in  hia  opinion,  change  the 
proportion.  It  ia,  that  Congress  have  no  pow- 
ers, and  can  have  none,  bnt  such  as  are  derived 
froin  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  Btatee.  It 
matters  not  with  whom,  whether  a  State  or  an 
individnal,  the  Federal  GovMument  may  have 
made  snob  a  compact,  it  oould  add  notlung  to 
the  powera  of  that  Qovemment,  Dnlan  con- 
tained in  the  ooostitotion  itself  Thia  waa  snf- 
floiently  evident  fh>m  the  very  flrat  aection  of 
the  first  article  of  that  instnunent,  which  de- 
clares that  the  Legislative  powera  "therein 
ra^nted"  shall  be  vested,  Ac  Other  parts  of 
Uie  inatnmient  especially  some  <^  the  amend- 
ments, show  the  troth  of  the  proportion  be- 
yond doabt.  He  would  not  now  tnm  to  the 
olanaee,  aa  they  were,  doabtless,  familiar  to  the 
memory  of  every  member  present. 

Almost  every  person  who  had  expreased  an 
opinion  on  the  si>b|)eot,  so  br  as  had  come 
onder  hia  observation,  admitted  tiiat  thia  Govern- 
ment was  (me  t^  limited  powers— limited  not 
alone  by  the  prohilritionB  of  power  to  be  fbimd 
in  the  constitation,  but  by  an  abaence  or  want 
of  a  grant  of  power  therein.  It  wonld  Mem 
that  this  waa  troe,  aa  well  from  the  psrtiea  by 
whom,  aa  frcan  the  manner  in  which,  the  Fed- 
era]  Government  waa  first  oonatrnoted.  It  was, 
perhapa,  nnfortonate,  that  we  do  not  more 
ftv^nently  recur  to  the  oircomataneea  nnder 
whioh  the  conatitntios  waa  framed,  when  we 
■re  abont  to  eetabliah  the  principles  th>m  whidi 
ia  to  be  derived  the  true  mle  for  the  con- 
■tmotion  of  an  inatrament  of  snoh  vast  impor- 
tanoe. 

By  what  partiea,  and  for  what  objeot  the 
Inatnunent  was  formed,  would  better  appear 


trota  a  doonment  wbioh  he  was  about  to  read 
than  from  any  thing  he  ooold  say.  It  waa  one 
of  the  celebrated  resolations  of  the  Eeotncky 
Lerislatore,*  oont^ing,  aa  was  at  one  time 
Baia,thefoandationofBepnbIicanprindpleb  He 
Qsed  the  word  RepDblioanaaapartydcngnatioB, 
inaamnch  aa  he  now  had  allnsion  to  the  prioci- 
plw  profeeaed  by  the  party  so  named,  at  tin 
period  of  the  adoption  of  the  reaolotton,  tad 
for  a  long  tJme  thereafter.    It  is  as  foUowi: 

"  Sftolved,  That  the  seveTal  States,  camprirfii| 
the  United  States  of  America,  ue  not  nniied  m 
the  princifJe  of  unlimited  sabmission  to  tbeir  Qar 
enl  Qovemment ;  bnt  that,  by  compact,  under  tha 
■tyle  and  title  of  a  '  Ccnititntion  fbr  the  Unhid 
States,'  and  of  amendments  thereto,  thej  c<Hiftl> 
tnte  a  General  Qcvenunent  for  special  puipoNf 
delegating  to  tbat  GovemneDt  certain  defluts 
poneis,  reserving,  each  State  to  itaeU^  the  resdouj 
maa  of  li^t  to  their  own  self-^ovemmenl — ud 
that,  vhensoever  the  General  Govemment  uBamta 
undelegated  powers,  its  acta  are  mianthoritttiTG, 
void,  and  of  no  force.  That,  to  thla  compart,  each 
State  acceded  as  a  State,  and  is  an  inteml  party, 
Its  co-States  forming,  as  to  itself  the  other  p«tj. 
Tbat  the  Govemment,  created  by  this  conpai^ 
was  not  made  the  eiclomve  or  8nal  judge  of  (ba 
extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  itself  smee  Ait 
would  bare  made  its  ^scretion,  and  not  theeoch 
atilution,  the  meaaare  of  ita  powers.  But  that,  m 
in  all  other  cases  of  compact  among  parties,  biTing 
no  common  judfe,  each  party  has  an  equal  ri^l  la 
Jadge  for  ItaelC  aa  well  of  infractions,  as  cf  ttw 
meaanra  of  redTeB8."f 

In  this  reaolation  will  be  fouid  the  anatomy 
of  the  Federal  Government ;  the  piincdples  od 
which  it  was  created ;  and,  if  so,  it  wiU  not  be 
a  difScolt  matter  to  detennine  in  what  maniKr 
the  partjes  to  the  oonatitntion,  those  by  wbom 
the  Federal  Government  wfa  framed  and  adopt- 
ed, Intended  this  instrnment  of  creation  sboud 
be  conatmed  and  exponnded.  If  the  dodriiM 
copt^ed  in  that  resolation  are  Irne,  then  it  )■ 
evident  that  the  compact,  thna  denommated  tb( 
FedMvI  Oonstitation,  was  one  entered  into  be- 
tween sovereign  States,  wherein  each  relin- 
qntshod  a  portion  of  its  sovereignty.  Comnii» 
sense  wonld  teach  na  that  sach  a  compKi 
ehoold  be  so  strictly  expomided,  as  to  tab 
from  the  grantors  no  more  of  their  eover^gn^ 
than  is  absolntely  neoeaaary  to  e&ct  the  great 
objects  of  the  compact.  At  this  very  paio^ 
then,  (b^  Hi.  0.,)  I  start  in  establishing  tbit 
strict  rale,  by  which  I  conoeive  the  constitntiin 
shodld  b»  exponnded.  If  I  shoold  be  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  BOi^Kirt  tlda  atiiet  rnle,  by  other  li^ 
oimiatanoeH,  eqnally  strong  vid  forctUe,  it  may, 
with  propriety,  be  contended,  that  the  powo 
to  oonatmot  roada  and  canals  is  nowhere  to  bs 
ibond  in  the  oonstitntloiu    Should  I,  however. 
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ftil  in  showing  this  to  be  the  tra«  role,  and  the 
liberal  one,  more  recently  eaUbUsbed,  ahonld  be 
adopted  in  its  place,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  den; 
that  SDoh  power,  or  an;  Other  not  ezpreaslj  pro- 
hibited, is  oonferred. 

The  mla  for  which  I  contend  derives  strong 
nqiport  from  man;   other  dronmstanoes^     - 


which  I  have  already  noticed.  It  is  snoported 
ij  the  adoption  of  dte  amendments  of  tlie  con- 
■Qttttion,  flllinBertedfor"greateroaation.''  It 
ts  snppOTted  by  the  manner  in  whioh  amend- 
ments sre  directed  to  be  made.  When  adopt- 
ed by  Oongreea,  they  are  to  be  ratified  by  that 
body,  in  each  State,  which  repreaents  its  Bovei^ 
eigntf ;  or  the  same  repreeentatives  of  sover- 
dgnty  may  reqneet  a  call  of  a  oonTeutdoD  for 
prt^tosing  amendments.  It  is  supported,  slso, 
by  tbe  oeolamltons  and  oommentwtea  of  the 
oaiiy  axporiton  of  the  insbuments.  I  vaitnre 
to  thiow  the  ganntlet,  and  defjy  any  one  to 
pdnt  to  any  oontemporaneona  expodtor,  of  ap- 
pKiT«d  repntation,  who  has  deoioed  in  utot  of 
those  broM  and  liberal  ntindples  of  oonstrnction 
Coat«aded  foi  by  the  saTooatee  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  BuoaLia,  of  Ohio,  followed  Mr.  Otaa. 
He  said  the  ol^jeot  of  the  bill  before  the  Senate, 
was  to  >{>prDpriate  .one  hnndred  and  fiE^  tboa- 
Hnd  dolliuv  for  the  ooatintiation  of  the  Onnriier- 
laod  road  from  Whedhig  in  Viiglaia,  toZanee- 
viDe,  on  theUoskingnmBtTer.  Atsomefatore 
time,  hM  Mr.  R^  when  the  Teeonroes  of  die 
oaaiArj  will  jnstify  i^  tiiere  ean  be  no  doobt, 
hm  Oongcesa  will  make  aM>ro|>riatioas  to  oon- 
tinoe  the  same  road  to  the  Ifismarippi  lUTer,  at 
KinM  point  near  to,  or  opposite  St.  Loois, 
T^Mie  is  no  sntgeot  ol  Intcnisl  Improvement^ 
that  preaenls  ss  strong  olaims  npon  the  oonrid- 
enuion  of  Oougrew  as  this.  It  is  one  to  whioh 
tbe  attention  of  the  Government  has  been  long 
and  ardently  directed.  This  great  work  was 
eonunenoed  in  1806,  at  Omnberland,  in  Mary- 
laod,  and  has  received  the  patronage  and  aiip<. 
port  of  three  snooes^ve  adminialratioDS,  and  is 
now  admitted,  by  all  sonnd  ptdUidua,  who 
look  to  the  fatnre  prospraitv  and  perpetoi^  of 
tiusUnkm,  na  anot^ectof  Uieflnteonseqiieaoe. 


d  treat  of  it  aol^  in  a  national  p(^t  of 
If  mere  local  and  pwsonal  oonsideratioiu  are  to 
govern  tbe  delibertfioDB  of  Oongretsi  Qie  great 
and  permaneat  intoreela  of  the  nation  woald  be 
diartgarded,  the  most  valnable  improvements 
remain  untouched,  and  the  great  princuples  of 
legislation  settle  down  into  selAshness,  and  a 
oontest  for  sectional  benefits.  Higher  and  nobler 
views  onght  to  govern  this  Senate. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not  go  into  tiie  disons- 
non  of  the  oonatitntionB]  qaestion,  wheUier 
OiMigreaB  had  a  r^t  to  appropriate  money  fbr 
intenial  {mprovementa,  to  make  roads  and 
eanab.  That  qneetion  he  had  oonndered  as 
kmg  eettled  by  both  Honses  of  Ooogreas  after 
th«  EDOit  able  and  soleum  argnments.     The 


gentleman  from  GeargiA.  (Mr.  Conn,)  baa,  with 
great  ability,  given  us  nis  sentimento  on  that 
point,  sttemp&ig  to  show  that  Congress  haa 
not  the  Dower  to  ^>propriate  money  to  make 
roads  ana  canals,  bnt  he  bad  entirely  failed  to 
convince  him  of  the  oorreotneas  of  his  positions. 
This  systwn  had  been  in  operation  for  twen^ 
years;  the  country  had  acqnieeoed  in  it;  the 
sonndest  heads  and  ablest  talents  of  the  nation 
bad  decided  in  its  favor;  the  venerable  patriot 
Jefferson  had  given  to  it  the  sanction  of  hia 
great  Dame  and  iudnenoe ;  he  may  be  Justly 
styled  the  fsther  and  patron  of  the  Onmberland 
road.  The  a^tation  of  the  oonstitntion&l  qnee- 
tion  at  every  session  woold  result  in  no  good, 
bnt  might  be  productive  of  great  evil  to  the 
nation ;  Uiere  is  a  point  on  all  qaestions,  be- 
yond which  we  onght  not  to  go,  where  disinis- 
sion  and  opposition  must  end.  Ifr.  B.  said  ha 
hiqied  ve  had  arrived  to  that  point,  and  that 
the  only  qnsetion  now  woold  be,  How  oan  w* 
best  improve  the  condition  of  the  oonntry,  by  a 
wise  ^tpliootion  ti  its  resources  i 

Whoever  might  be  the  opinion  of  g^Uemen 
on  the  oonslitiiBonal  qoeetioo,  on  the  right  and 
power  of  Ooi^reeB  to  ^tfffopriate  the  funds  of 
the  nation  to  n^ake  roads  and  *^imftiB  in  the  , 
United  States  generally,  there  oonld  be  hot  ona 
opinion  In  relation  to  tlie  present  measare. 
Ilila  qneation  stands  on  distinct  and  different 
grounos  sltogether.  It  arises  out  of  a  solemn 
and  deliberate  contract  between  the  General 
Government,  and  the  States  north-west  of  the 
Ohio  Biver,  by  which  the  former  are  bound  to 
ezecnto  this  work.  Oongreas  has  received,  and 
ia  still  oontinning  to  receive,  a  valoable  consid- 
eration :  on  equivalent  for  the  money  now  pro- 
posed to  be  expended.  If  it  fuls  to  folfll  in 
engagemanta,  it  may  jastiy  be  aocnsed  of  vio- 
lating its  contract  with  the  Ny^- western  States. 
What  are  the  &cts  in  relation  to  this  subjeotl 
When  those  States  were  admitted  into  th* 
Union,  the  Oongren  of  tbe  United  States.  1^ 
their  several  acts,  aothorizing  the  ffeople  to  form 
for  themselves  a  oonsCitntion  and  State  govern- 
ment, agreed,  that  the  States  would  not  tax  the 
pablio  lands  fat  five  years  after  they  had  been 
acAi,  tlkat  five  per  oent  arising  out  of  the  net 
prooeeda  of  the  sale  of  those  lands,  should  ba 
wpropiiated  for  the  pnrpoee  of  making  roads ; 
three  per  cent  of  which  was  to  be  lud  out 
within  theStates  by  their  respective  le^slatnrea, 
and  two  per  cent,  by  tbe  antnority  of  (Jongres^ 
ip  making  a  rood  leading  to  those  States.  Let 
OB  examine  more  particularly,  said  Mr.  B.,  into 
the  real  state  of  the  qnestion,  and  Inqoire  what 
has  been  the  practice  of  the  General  Crovem- 
ment  for  twenty  years  peat. 

Ohio  was  thefirstStatethat  was  admitted  into 
the  Union  npon  this  principle.  This  took  place 
in  1808.  When  the  two  per  cent,  which  had 
been  reserved  for  making  a  road  leading  to  that 
State,  had  aocamnkted  so  as  to  Justify  an  ex- 
penditnre,  Oongreas  passed  a  law  in  1806,  an- 
thorizing  commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  ao^ 
vey  and  lay  out  a  road  from  Oumbwlan^  ill 
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MarjUnd,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,    After  the 
rej  and  location  were  completed,  aunoa]  appro- 

e'  ttioua  were  made  b;  Oongress  for  constniot- 
the  road,  until  it  was  flodlj  completed  from 
Gomherlaod  to  Wlieeling,  on  the  Ohio  Bi7er,  a 
distance  of  one  hundred  and  thir^-five  miles. 
This  road  lies  entirely'  within  the  Btatee  of  Ka- 
rjland,  Pannsylvania,  and  Virginia.  Not  one 
rod  is  within  any  of  the  new  States.  The  oon- 
trtuit  with  the  State  of  Ohio  is  foimied ;  the 
road  has  been  made  to  the  bonndarj  of  tliat 
State;  the  two  per  oent  that  has  arisen,  and 
will  hereafter  arise,  has  all  been  expended. 
Ohio,  therefore,  has  no  ftirther  olaim  upon  Con- 
gress for  any  portion  of  the  two  per  cent,  which 
may  he  prodoced  by  the  future  sales  of  lani'  ~  "~ 
Hiat  State. 

It  is  hnt  jnetioe  to  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  a 
greater  som  of  money  has  been  expended  in 
maMog  the  Cumberland  road  to  the  Ohio  Eiver, 
than  the  two  per  cent,  would  amount  to  in  Qie 
Btate  of  Ohio.  This  excess  ninst  be  oonndered 
as  a  direct  appropriation  fhim  the  treagory,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  a  great  nadonal  object, 
In  which  the  whole  WMtem  oonntry  had  a  di- 
)  rect  and  beoeiicial  interest.  All  the  States  bor- 
•  dering  upon  the  JtGssissippi,  as  well  as  iJie  Ohio 
Slrer,  derive  important  advantages  fitmk  the 
ezecntion  of  tliis  work.  It  is  also  equally  Im- 
portant to  the  AtianCio  States,  being  the  usual 
channel  of  interconrae,  both  oommerdal  and 
personal,  between  the  East  and  the  West  It 
aeTTes  as  a  common  bond  of  union  to  oonneet 
Tarions  and  distant  portions  of  the  country  to- 
gether, 

Ur.  B.  said  he  would  now  submit  an  estimate 
to  the  Seoate,  of  the  expense  of  making  this 
road  from  Wheeling  to  ttie  tGssis^ppi  RiTer. 
This  estimate  is  fomished  by  Mr.  Shriver,  who 
vas  one  of  the  oonviisBioners  appointed  in  1830, 
to  enrvey  and  locate  it,  and  is  wdl  aoqaainted 
with  the  whole  ground  over  which  it  paasea, 
Hie  titmoat  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  this 
Statement,  Arom  the  &ot  of  his  naTing  been  em- 
ployed b^  the  Government  fbr  superintending 
the  makmg  of  the  Cumberland  road,  trom  ita 
first  commencement,  until  it  was  completed  to 
the  Ohio  River ;  having,  therefore,  acquired  as 
much  practical  informatton  npontiiisBnbjeot,aa 
Snj  ouier  man  in  this  nation,  Hr.  Shriver  tibns 
«Btiniates  the  expense  of  making  the  road.  The 
whole  distance  is  COO  miles.  'Hie  first  seotion, 
from  Wheeling  to  Zaneeville,  is  about  80  miles. 
The  expense  for  making  it,  IncitDding  bridgeo, 
ftnd  necessar;  side-walls,  is  estimated  at  |4ti0,- 
000,  which  is  a  littie  more  than  $0,000  per  mile. 
The  road  to  be  made  sindlar,  in  all  respects,  to 
that  on  this  side  of  the  Ohio  River.  It  la  to 
be  remarked^  that  this  section  will  be  the  most 
difficult  and  expensive,  as  the  road  passes 
throagh  a  very  uneven  conntrr,  the  ravines 
being  deep,  and  the  hills  bold  and  abmpt.  The 
•econd  seotion,  from  Zaneeville  to  Dayton,  a 
distance  of  about  —  miles,  is  estimated  to  cost 
$SSO,000.  The  eastern  part  of  this  seotion,  and 
mon  than  one-half  of  it,  can  be  made  of  brokan 


stone,  Uke  the  former,  and  the  reminder,  or 
part  of  this  section,  must  be  made  <tf 


road  can  be  made  much  cheaper  than  the  Sra^ 
owing  to  its  passing  over  a  more  level  and  even 
snrfiice.  and  requiring  leaa  expense  for  bridges. 
The  third  sectioa  of  the  road,  from  Dayton  to 
the  Miariaaippi  Siver,  a  distance  of  S20  miles: 
the  expense  of  making  It  oanuot  be  estimated 
as  aeouratdy  aa  the  two  former  sections.  When 
"lis  part  of  the  road  was  surveyed  by  the  o 


surveyed 
isderglile 

ground,  which  prevented  them  from  exaaunins 
it  as  particularly  as  thej  oould  have  wished,  and 
ascertaining  the  quantity  and  kind  of  materialB 
with  which  to  make  iL  Ur.  Shriver,  haweTer, 
stat«^  that  this  aection  of  the  road  can  be  made 
without  paving  it,  and  without  atone  bridge^ 
fbr  $8,000  p«a-  inU&  whkih  will  cost,  from  Day- 
ton to  lOsusdHH  River,  $640,000.  It  is,  how- 
ever, believed  that,  when  tbia  seotion  d  tha 
road  becconee  more  settled  and  beU«r  known, 
that  stone  or  gravel  wilt  be  found  in  sntBdrait 
quantities  to  >^e  the  road,  the  whole  distance, 
of  a  permanent  and  solid  character.  From  ihe 
forgoing  statements  and  remarks,  it  will  appoar 
that  the  whole  ezpenae  of  making  the  road  maa 
Wheeling  to  t}ie  Htasissippi  River,  will  amouiA 
to  $1,640,000.  From  the  statement  before  ex- 
hibited, from  tiM  OoromiBnoner  of  the  Land 
Office,  the  two  per  cent  arldng  from  the  aalea 
of  land  in  the  States  ot  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Missouri,  and  app&caUe  to  this  object,  amount- 
ed to  $3,169,176,  leaving  abalanee of  $633,176, 
infbvorof  thetwoperoenkfkmd.  Mr.B.B^d, 
the  flattoriog  remit  to  which  he  had  anived, 
was  no  visiouarr  dream,  no  foudftal  tfiecnlation 
— it  is  produced  by  the  &ota  eahilmed  hy  t]>o 
Oommimoner  of  the  I«nd  Office,  and  by  tbo 
eetimates  and  oalonlations  ot  another  of  joar 
officws,  who  has  been  maoy  years  in  yonr  em- 
ployment and  of  great  experience  and  aocnra^. 
There  can  be  but  Uttie  donbt  that  time  wiU  teat 
their  perfect  oorrectness.  From  so  intereating 
and  gratiMng  a  view  of  this  subject,  can  it  b« 
considered  as  aaking  too  much  of  this  Senato  to 
pass  the  bill  nndereonsiderationl  IthaspaMed 
the  House  of  Repreeentativea  by  %  ]utga  atajtai- 
tj — shall  Its  prt^rees  be  arrested  here,  the  great 
object  be  defeated,  and  Ute  h(q>ea  uid  wishes  of 
nulli(»ia  of  your  feUow-idttaens  in  tlte  Weat,  who 
are  anzioiulr  watehing  your  deliberatimia  tm 
this  subject,  be  d]«qip(Hbt«d  Kid  blasted  t  Itia 
to  be  hoped  that  anoh  will  not  be  the  reanlk 
The  case  presemted  isof  thaatroogeatoharaotw 
not  only  founded  upon  solemn  contract^ 
but  npon  the  great  principlea  of  justice,  mia- 
gling  m  itself  political  condderations  for  the  pw- 
maneut  union  of  these  States,  of  the  highest  im- 

Ertance.  Let,  then,  thisgreat  work  go  on  and 
completed ;  unite  the  Kast  and  the  West  by 
the  strongest  possible  ties;  let  their  oitiaena  m 
no  longer  stntngers,  or  be  considered  as  having 
distinct  and  separate  interests.  Complete  this 
road ;  the  ^fflooltiee  of  peisonal  and  oommer- 
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nal  intorooorae  wilt  be  broken  down ;  distenoe 
will  be  annihilated ;  and  the  ahores  of  the  Mia- 
■arippi  will  be  bronght  wiUiin  the  neigbbor- 
bood  of  7Dar  capital. 

Mr.  Lloti>,  of  MaaBBobuBettB,  lald,  as  frequent 
aUaMon  had  been  made  in  the  debate  to  the 

Ct  for  the  preaerration  of  certain  iaUnda  in 
on  harbor,  the  object  of  which  seemed  not 
to  be  distinotlj  stated,  althongb  be  was  too 
nmeh  indisposed  to  fight  a  battle  even  once, 
"HI"*?'?'!  yo^i  *"  fight  it  twioe  oyar,  he  would 
again  explain  what  that  grant  was  for.  It  was 
fo'  the  preservation  of  an  island,  which  was  in 
mld-nhuuiel,  and  served  as  a  barrier  or  shelter 
to  a  very  excellent  roadstead  at  the  entrance  of 
tite  harbor,  for  venels  of  war  of  tlie  Uniud 
States,  and  the  channel  of  which  was  filling  up 
Inr  the  wasting  of  the  island,  which  funned 
■bo  ■  commanding  sitoation  for  a  fortiSoation 
in  tinae  of  war,  to  lecore  it  for  which  parpose, 
with  the  head  land  opooote,  were  among  the 
oltJeotB  of  the  grant,  ana  thej  were  important ; 
but  it  was  the  apparent  good  will  with  which 
the  appropriation  was  ag^sed  to,  whioh  was,  at 
the  time,  and  oontinned  to  him  to  be,  the  most 
gntefbl  part  of  it 

The  question  was  then  pnt  on  the  indefinite 
poatponement  of  the  UQ,  and  dedded  in  the 
BOfnUva,  as  follows : 

TiAS. — Henn.  Barbonr,  Bell,  Branch,  Clun- 
dkr,  Ctajton,  Cobb,  Dlckeraon,  Elliott,  H&yne, 
Betniea  or  Hoine,  Hobnes  of  UisnsuppJ,  King  of 
Alabuna,  King  of  Vew  fork.  Knight,  Muon,  mils, 
Tuewell,  Tin  Baren,  WilliamB— 19, 

K *TB.— Uesffs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boulign  j,  Broim, 
jyWoU,  Baton,  Edwuda,  Findlaj,  Jackson,  John- 
MHi  of  Emtiwkj,  Johnston  of  Loidsiuia,  Eellr, 
I^nman,  Uojd  of  IlasaBiihDsetts,  Loirrie,  Hell- 
vaine,  McLean,  Noble,  Palner,  Parrott,  Kugglea, 
Sajmonr,  Bnutb,  Talbot,  Thomas— se. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmbb,  of  Maine,  (who 
wished  time  to  examine  mote  particolarlj  the 
Btatementa  and  calonlations  submitted  hy  Ur. 

The  Benate  a4ioiiii>«i 


TsuxgcAT,  Febmu7  24. 
Ur.  K<nu  submitted  the  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  di8^>proving 
tite  amendment  proposed  bj  the  State  u 
GeorgiA  to  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  Unit^ 
States,  Ml  the  subject  of  the  ingress  of  people  of 
(xAor  into  the  several  States  of  the  tfnion; 
which  was  read. 

J)elawar»  and  Chetapeaie  Canal, 

Th«  Senate  next  took  iro  the  bill  anthorising 

ft  aobscription  on  bdialf  of  the  United  States,  of 

1,600  abareeof  the  owitol  stock  of  the  Delaware 

ai^  Chesapeake  OanaL 

Mr,  Tazewiu.  moved  1^  adoption  of  two 

additional  sectioDs  to  the  bill,  embracing  pro- 

Tiiioiu  for  anthoriziog  a  snbaoription,  on  behalf 

of  the  Governnmit,  of  400  shares  of  the  capital 

VouYIIL—U 


steak  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Oanal  Company, 
(which  connects  the  watera  of  the  Ohes^eake 
with  those  of  Albemarle  Sound.) 

Mr.  Taziwili,  in  ofiering  his  amendment, 
made  a  few  remarks  to  show  the  importance  of 
the  work  whioh  it  was  hia  wish  to  aid — the 
neoessitjr  of  sach  aid  to  make  it  what  it  onght 
to  be,  im.  He  drew  &  parallel  between  the  two 
works  to  show  their  similaritj  and  identity  of 
purpose  and  efiect — the  fint,  openins  an  in- 
terior commnnioation  between  the  Delaware 
and  Ohesapeoke  waters — the  other  oonneoting 
the  Chesapeake  and  the  waters  of  North  Caro- 
lina; and  thus  making  an  immense  extension 
of  the  benefit  which  the  Delaware  Oaoal  would 
effect,  This  is  in  part  the  substance  only  of  bis 
remarks — the  speaker  being  indistinotly  hewd 
hj  the  reporter. 

Mr.  BnowH  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  oppose 
this  amendment,  beoanse  the  present  was  not, 
in  his  opinion,  theproper  time  to  urge  it.  The 
gentieman  fhim  Tirgmia  (Mr.  Taeswxll)  had 
professed  himself  opposed  to  the  grand  oonneo- 
tion  of  the  whole  coast  of  the  Atiantic  t^ 
internal  navigation,  whioh  stmok  his  (Mr.  B.'b) 
mind  as  a  most  magnifioent  and  useAd  prcjeot, 
and  one  whioh  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
the  nation — they  would  be  sure  to  feel  the 
benefits  of  it  whether  they  were  at  peace  or 
war — he  declared  he  had  not  the  least  objection 
to  assist  the  Oanal  Oompany  of  Vi^inia— tie 
considered  that  Oanal  a  moat  important  link  in 
the  great  cbaiu ;  but  to  introduce  it  at  this  tjme 
would  defeat  the  object  whioh  this  bill  contem- 
plated, St  least  for  the  present  year. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Company 
wanted  the  snm  now  asked  for,  to  complete 
the  canal  whioh  had  already  bean  began.  The 
first  act  incorporating  this  Company  was  passed 
in  the  year  179B ;  it  had  reoeived  the  sanction 
of  the  different  States  throng  which  it  passed, 
and  had  attracted  the  attrition  of  the  most 
enlightened  statesmen  from  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution.  This  chain  was 
recommended  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  Ms  able 
report  whioh  alone  wonld  be  safQcieDt  to  im- 
mortalize his  memory. 

It  was  preenmed  by  those  who  are  well 
acqu^nted  with  the  looaliUes,  aud  the  course 
Ibe  canal  has  to  pass,  that  this  wonld  !>«  good 
stock— stock  whioh  the  United  States  could 
realise  when  they  thought  it  neoeasary  to  assist 
in  the  extension  of  ftirther  improvements,  proba- 
bly witbont  any  loss.  • 

The  question  of  the  oonstitutionality  of  appro- 
priating public  money  for  these  otgeota,  had 
been,  Mr,  B.  said,  so  thoron^y  diaonssed  by 
men  so  much  more  able  man  himself  tlut 
" — iperfeoUyn '—  ''      '     ----• 


to  the  oljection  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Oobb,)  that  if  this 
giwer  was  not  granted,  as  was  the  opinion  of 
ablins,  in  the  "  Federalist,"  that  gentleman  had 
signed  bills  for  the  appropriatitnis  fbr  the  Onm- 
berlandBoed. 


w  Google 


Sksatk.} 

Tliis  bill,  ilr.  B.  said,  broke  do  groond— it 
olMmed  no  sovereignty,  nor  trespaawd  on  any 
domain.  If  there  coud  be  soy  objection,  it 
would  arise  from  the  United  States  being  placed 
in  the  attinide  of  corporators,  snbjeot  to  the 
law  of  the  State.  This  was  an  objection  which 
had  long  ago  been  got  over  in  a  oase  of  mncb 
more  importance  to  the  United  States — that 
wft.^  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  Therefore,  there  could  be  no 
obJeciJOBS  to  their  becoming  ahareholden. 

Mr.  SuiTH  said,  the  State  of  Maryland  had 
elways  taken  t,  deep  interest  in  this  oanaL 
It  had  not  only  granted  a  corporatioD,  bnt 
had  sabscribed  m<mey  towards  its  completion, 
llierefore,  it  seemed  a  dnty  on  his  part  to 
si^  gomething  on  the  present  oooasion.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  coacarred  with  the 
gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Taibwill,)  in 
nis  views.  Mr.  B,  said  he  had  always  been  in 
fevor  of  internal  improvement,  so  fer  as  it 
oodd  be  ezecnt«d  according  to  what  he  oon- 
Bidered  the  trae  oonettuction  of  the  constitution, 
and  he  thoiight  the  present  measure  came 
within  the  tme  conatmction  of  it.  It  was  the 
beginning  of  the  great  chain  of  internal  inter- 
ooorse  Sam  Oape  Fear  to  Boston,  and  this 
oaoal  being  completed,  would  show  that  all 
the  others  were  indiapenaably  neomsary,  and 
would,  at  the  proper  lime,  be  taken  np. 

The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  was,  he 
tiionghtC  worthy  of  great  consideration ;  the 
oamd  oUnded  to  by  hmi,  was  highly  Important 
to  this  great  chain,  and  ought  to  be  peneoted ; 
he  should,  therefore,  when  it  was  brought  for- 
ward at  a  proper  time,  give  it  his  most  cordial 
Bupport. 

Mr.  8.  sud  he  nnderatood  that  the  smns  sub- 
soribed  by  tlie  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Delaware,  with  that  snbscribed  byin- 
dividaals,  would,  with  the  ^)propriation  now 
asked  for  from  Congress,  be  euffioient  to  com- 
plete the  work.  As  &r  as  they  had  hitherto 
proceeded,  the  cost  was  within  the  estimBt«, 
and  when  this  work  was  done,  that  alluded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  wonld  be  done 
auo,  and  the  conmimiioalion  from  Oape  Fear  to 
the  Delaware  would  be  complete.  The  sub- 
•criptiou  had  rapidly  filled  for  forming  the  oa- 
nal  to  unite  the  Delaware  and  Raritan,  which 
was  a  moat  important  measure  in  reference  to  a 
time  of  war ;  and,  in  time  of  peace,  wonld  save 
insurance  and  lessen  tlie  coasting  trade,  which 
was  the  only  objection  he  had  to  it  The  East 
Biver,  Loug  laumd  Bound,  &o.,  made  almost  an 
internal  communication  with  Boston ;  and,  if 
the  canal  were  made,  cutting  off  the  danger- 
ous navigation  round  Oape  Cod,  there  would 
tie,  in  some  sort,  on  internal  navigation  from 
Oape  Fear  to  Boston,  and  he  thought  the  time 
would  come  when  Penaaeola  wonld  be  connects 
ad  by 


diet  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  system  of  inter- 
nal improvements  and  constructing  canals :  for 
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by  his  offering  the  proposition  he  had  done^ 
be  seemed  to  say  he  had  no  scruples  as  to 
appropriating  the  public  money  for  that  pnr- 

Conndering  him,  therefore,  as  a  friend  to  the 

E resent  measure,  Mr.  Y.  D.  said  be  wonld  ask 
im  to  consider  how  much  the  amendment  he 
had  proposed  would  impede  it,  by  introducing 
a  proposition  new  in  its  character,  which  had 
never  been  under  the  oonsiderolion  of  Con- 
gress ;  which  had  never  been  referred  to  any 
oommittee,  which  they  had  no  officitd  informa- 
tion to  act  upon,  and  which  would,  therefore, 
be  the  very  means  of  defeating  the  object  of 
the  bilL  Under  this  view,  therefore,  Mr.  V,  D. 
hoped  he  wonld  withdraw  his  amendment'.  In 
opposing  the  amendment,  Mr.  V.  D.  said  he 
acted  in  conformity  with  the  course  that  had 
bean  pureued  in  the  House— placing  each  pro- 
position for  appropriating  money  on  its  own 
specific  character  and  gronnds.  Instance  the 
bill  proposed  to  siAisoribe  for  a  certain  num)>er 
of  snaree  for  the  oompletion  of  a  highly  useiiil 
and  necessary  work ;  it  was  not  proposed  to 
give  the  money,  bnt  to  subscribe  tor  a  portion 
of  the  stock,  to  enable  the  company  to  go  on 
with  their  operatjona. 

It  was  a  subject,  he  said,  that  had  been  l>e-  ' 
fore  CongresB  on  many  occanons,  and  had  beeoa 
approved  of  by  the  Senate  many  years  ago.  It 
had  been  diaoussed,  and  thoroughly  dlsoussecl, 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  that 
Bouse  was  willing,  if  the  Senate  would  concur, 
to  take  BO  many  shares.  Mr.  V.  D.  deprecated 
the  idea  of  bringing  forward  another  and  a 
new  proposition  to  attach  to  it,  proceeding  on 
an  untrodden  ground,  to  embarraaa  the  L^s- 
lature — a  proposition  for  an  object  which  they 
may  have  heard  of  individually,  bnt  which  had 
not  been  the  snbjeot  of  Inquiry,  and  which  they 
had  now  neither  time  nor  opportunity  to  inves- 
tigate. 

Mr.  Lowmx,  of  Fenn^lvania,  thought  this 
amendment  wonld  as  effectually  defeat  the  oV 
jeot  of  the  bill,  as  a  m^ority  of  noes  on  the 
original  proposition.  Viewing,  as  he  did,  with 
a  favorable  eye,  the  prqject  advocated  by  the 
gentleman  fVom  Virginia,  he  could  not  agree 
with  him  in  all  the  particulars  of  the  parallel 
he  had  drawn  between  the  two  projects.  For 
many  years  the  enl^ect  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  has  been  beforo  Congresa,  ancl 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  had  been  particn- 
larly  drawn  to  il— for  the  last  6  years  they  had 
reported  in  its  favor — statements  had  been  sub- 
mitted, going  into  detail,  and  the  bill  had  been 
discussed  in,  and  had  passed  through,  the  Eonse 
of  Representatives-  and  now  a  new  project 
was  offered ;  if  it  bad  been  proposed  at  ^e 
early  part  of  the  session,  it  would  have  foUowed 
the  usual  course,  wonld  have  been  submitted  to 
a  committee,  and  would  have  been  consequent- 
ly acted  on ;  but  if  it  were  now  urged  on, 
crowded  as  they  were  by  business,  they  must 
vote  on  trust ;  he  therefore  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  not  pravuL     If  the  project  had 
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■D  the  merit  its  Mende  ascribed  to  it,  it  could 
not  ful  of  TOCceeding  at  a  futnre  period. 

Kr.  BaAiroB,  of  Korth  Carolina,  eeld  tbe  pro- 
posiUon  of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia  wai  of 
more  importance  to  the  section  of  comitrj  he 
had  tbe  honor  to  reproBent,  than  any  that  had 
ever  been  hronght  before  Congress ;  it  was 
eonnected  with  the  destioies,  not  onlj  of  the 
east,  hnt  the  treat  part  of  the  Btate.  Tbe  Sen- 
ate wonld  recollect,  that  the  Roanoke  River  had 
B9  mnch  fertile  land  in  its  vicinity  as  anypari:  of 
Uie  Atlantic  States.  That  river,  he  said,  takes 
its  rise  in  the  western  part  of  Yir^nia,  waters 
the  western  parte  of  North  Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  at  this  moment  more  prodnce  ia 
r^Md  in  the  Ti<»nity  of  this  river,  proportion- 
ably,  that  in  any  of  the  Atlantic  States.  Fonr 
yean  ago,  a  company  was  chartered  by  the 
Legislatnre  of  NorUi  Oarolin^to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Roanoke  River — its'fonds 
had  aQ  been  expended,  and  the  navigation  was 
■ow  nearly  completed;  the  canal  round  the 
{nincipal  telU  of  the  Eoanoke  was  now  exca- 
vated, and  if  they  bad  any  way  of  getting  to 
the  eea,  they  might  carry  on  a  most  extensive 
and  Incrative  trade;  the  proposition 
feced,  was  the  only  one  by  which  they  conld 
get  their  produce  to  market ;  the  fnnds  of  the 
Diaroal  Swamp  Canal  Company  were  exhaost- 
ed,  and  the  present  assiHtance  was  a^ed  U> 
ble  them  to  complete  the  canaL  Mr.  B.  said  his 
friend  from  Virginift  (Mr.  Tazbwmj.)  had  clearly 
■hown  how  intimately  the  two  projeote  were 
connected,  and  he  believed  if  something  were 
not  done,  all  the  money  expended  in  North 
Carolina  in  improving  the  Roanoke  River  woold 
prove  HO  mnch  money  thrown  away.  He 
thought  thev  conld  not  be  charged  with  en- 
enint^ring  the  present  bill.  If  ingress,  by  a 
m^ority,  had  no  constitntional  diffloultiee;  if 
ttiey  conld  embark  on  the  subject  of  internal 
hnprovements,  why  should  not  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  receive  some  portion  ol  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  that  system ! 

Mr.  T,uBw>u.  replied  to  the  objection,  that 
■nfficieat  time  had  not  been  afibrded  for  the 
examination  of  the  subject,  by  saying  that  the 
bill  now  nnder  discusesion  had,  it  was  true, 
been  laying  on  the  table  for  several  weeks  past, 
bnt  it  was  nothing  more  than  the  printed  bill 
of  tiie  House  of  Representatives,  that  had 
passed  two  readings  in  that  body ;  and  its  con- 
aideration  here  was  not  more  matore  than  that 
of  the  amendment  he  had  just  offered :  the 
only  reason,  however,  why  his  proposition  waa 
tntrodnced  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill  was, 
becanse  there  was  not  time  for  it  to  pass 
through  the  two  Houses  as  an  original  and  sep- 
arate proposition ;  bnt  that,  when  returned  to 
tlie  Honse  as  an  amendment  to  the  present  bill, 
it  would  have  snfBcient  time  to  pass. 

Ur.  Behto!!,  of  Uissonri,  said,  he  shonld  vote 
In  favor  of  the  amendment.  Although  the  sub- 
ject was  treated  here  as  a  new  one,  it  was  a 
proposition  which  was  £uniliar  to  the  pablio 
mind ;  it  related  to  a  way  that  had  been  trav- 


elled at  least  for  seventeen  years ;  there  was  no 
doubt  that  Washington  had  seriously  consid- 
ered the  project,  and  indeed  it  had  been  before 
the  public  so  frequently,  and  in  so  many  forma, 
that  every  genueman's  attention  must  have 
been  drawn  to  it,  and  his  oonolusions  formed. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  considered  the  plan  of  inter- 
nal navigation  from  St.  Mary's  to  Boston,  aa 
one  entire  work,  and  he  wonld  lend  all  the  aid 
in  his  power  tA  effect  it  from  one  end  to  the 
other ;  yet  he  was  indisposed  Ut  carry  on  a 
work  of  this  description  by  piecemeal.  He 
looked  on  the  works  proposed  to  connect  the 
waters  on  the  front  of  the  Atiantio  coast  in  the 
same  point  of  view.  The  able  report  of  Hr. 
Oallatm,  on  that  sul^ect,  showed  that  there 
were  but  eighty  or  ninety  miles  of  cutting  ro- 
qnired  to  connect  the  whole  of  the  tide  waters 
from  8t  Mary's  to  Boston.  He  wished  that  the 
whole  system  shonld  be  adopted,  and  completed 
at  once,  and  then  confidence  would  be  estab- 
lished throughout  the  whole  Union.  With  re- 
spect to  the  ability  to  complete  this  inland  nav- 
igation, when  there  were  but  ninety  miles  to 
ont  through^  it  conld  not  be  donbted.  When  it 
was  considered  that  sixty  millions  of  dollars 
had  been  expended  for  transportation  during 
the  late  war,  over  roads  so  abominable  as  to 
make  the  cannon-balls  cost  a  dollar  a  pound, 
was  it  to  be  supposed  that  in  time  of  peaoe, 
with  increasing  resources,  they  could  not  afford 
to  pay  for  the  oonstmotlon  of  roads,  which,  in 


would 

not,  in  his  opinion,  cost  more  than  half  the  snm 
that  was  expended  for  transportation  during  the 
late  war.  He  shonld  vote  In  fiivor  of  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  be- 
'le  was  willing  it  shonld  share  the  same 
the  original  dUI,  and  because,  althou^ 
I  devoted  to  the  eompletion  of  the  entire 
system,  he  objected  to  the  patehwork  way  in 
which  it  presented  itself. 

Mr.  B.  was  opposed,  however,  to  the  manner 
in  which  this  money  was  to  be  applied.  Ha 
did  not  approve  of  assodations  between  this 
Government  and  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  By  the  bill  this  great  Government  be- 
came nothing  less  than  stockholders  in  an  act 
of  incorporation  in  one  of  the  States.  If  they 
began  in  this  way,  subscribing  to  different  aam>- 
ciations,  they  wonld  donbtiess  have  innumer- 
able applications  of  this  description ;  every  one 
would  commence  by  demonstrating  in  as  dear 
a  manner  as  Euclid  himself  could  demonstrate, 
that  it  would  l)e  a  great  money-making  busineaa 
for  the  United  States ;  and  by  and  by,  petition 
wonld  follow  petition,  praying  a  snbscnpton  of 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  observiiig,  that,  on  the 
report  of  able  Engineers,  he  ahonld  be  willing 
to  vote  any  snm  of  money  for  the  completion 
of  the  work  from  St,  Mary's  to  Bostonj  but  he 
was  against  its  being  carried  on  in  this  piece- 
meal way. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  ozpreiBed  his  regret 
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that  the  aentlemso  from  Virginia  had  brooght 
forward  nU  amendment.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  fiieuda  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal 
were  willing  that  the  canal  in  their  part  of  the 
oonntrj  ehonld  be  completed,  and  bail  no  great 
objectioo  that  the  pnbbo  mone;  shonld  be  ap- 
propriated for  that  pnrpoee,  if  it  could  be  done 
witDont  their  vote,  the/  being  cousdtntionally 
opposed  to  it  But,  Mr.  8.  said,  if  the/  would 
vtay  allow  the  present  bill  to  pass  without  at- 
taching their  propoeitioa  to  i^  they  would  be 
the  more  aore  of  their  project  mcceedicg  when 
tfftmgbt  forward  by  itaelf  at  the  next  sesdon. 

This  bill,  Mr.  B.  repeated,  waa  proposed 
twenty  years  a^,  and  in  conaeqnence  of  an 
amendment  elmilBr  to  the  present,  being  pro- 
posed, the  whole  fell  to  the  gronnd;  and  there 
was  no  donbt,  if  the  jra-eaent  amendment  pre- 
Tdiled,  some  of  the  Western  members  would 
propose  an  additional  amendment,  which  woold 
break  down  the  whole. 


eztenaive  one.  He  would  not  be  satisfied  bj 
taking  things  piecemeal,  but  mnst  hare  every 
ttiinc  transacted  on  the  largest  sclle.  It  was 
his  (Mr.  Sioth's)  opinion,  that  if  they  were  to 
attempt  to  act  on  a  general  system,  they  would 
get  DOtlung  at  all  done.  The  fortiJGcations  hod 
fteen  erected  by  piecemeal ;  a  certain  som  of 
money  aqoal  to  the  means  of  the  country  had 
been  annually  appropriated ;  bnt  if  they  had 
attnnpted  to  complete  the  whole  system  at 
<Hioe,  it  never  would  have  been  dose;  there 
were  many  parts  of  the  report  of  the  Corps  of 
B^ngineers,  on  which  majty  of  tlie  members  of 
Congress  would  have  been  unwilling  to  have 
acted.  It  surely  was  not  sound  argument  to 
say,  they  were  to  relinquish  a  great  good  be- 
oause  it  conM  oniy  be  accomplished  by  piece- 
meaL  li  they  had  attemptea  to  procure  the 
oonstmction  of  the  Cumberland  road  accord- 
ing to  this  grand  system,  not  an  inch  of  it 
would  have  been  made.  He  would  advise  gen- 
Uemen  to  be  content  with  what  they  coidd  get, 
and  not,  by  attempting  to  overload  the  carriage, 
to  break  down  and  lose  the  whole. 

Mr.  BsABOB,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  al- 
though he  had  his  scruples  in  regard  to  the  con- 
stitntionslity  of  the  present  measure,  which 
would  probably  influence  his  vote,  he  waa  not 
dlspoaed  to  defeat  the  bill  on  the  table  in  any 
other  than  a  direct  way.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  exercise  of  the  power,  becsnae  he  thought 
that  the  oonstitation  under  which  they  acted, 
did  not  confer  it  He  shonld  forbear  portray- 
ing the  conseqnenoes  that  had  arisen  from  the 
inunense  patronage  possessed  by  thia  Govern- 
ment, because  many  instances  of  it  mnst  be 
ftesh  in  the  recollection  of  every  gentleman. 
The  power  already  ererdsed  waa  excessive,  and 
shonld  they  add  new  strength  to  this  power, 
already  so  formidable  to  the  friends  of  liberty ) 
He  trusted  not.  Bhould  they  place  immense 
sums  of  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govem- 
'      f  the  Fre^entt  that  Freddent  who 


had  not  only  controlled  the  deliberationa  td 
this  Congress,  bnt  hod  named  his  soccessorT 
Was  it  not  their  doty  to  pause  and  seriously  r»- 
flect  on  the  awful  conseqneuces  that  were  likely 
to  reenlt  from  granting  this  power!  He  trust- 
ed they  would,  and  that  every  gentleman  woold 
feel  it  his  duty  to  vote  against  this  biO. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  TAZswxLL'a 
proposition,  it  waa  n^atived  by  the  following 
votes: 

Tub.— HeMra.  BaTboDT,  Benton,  Branch,  Elliott, 
Hayne,  Eelmea  of  Vies.,  Jackson,  Taylor,  Tai^ 
veU,  Williama— 10. 

Kits. — Ifesars.  Barton,  Bell,  Bonligny,  Brown, 
Chandler,  Glajlon,  Bickeraan,  Edtra^a,  Illldlay, 
Holmes  of  He.,  johnsoa  of  Ken.,  Johnston  of 
Lou.,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala^  King  of  New  Toifc, 
Knight,  T ■*"""",  Lloyd  of  Mass.,  Lowrie,  H cTlvidne, 
Mc^BD,  Uacon,  Noble,  Pairoit,  Buggies,  SeymoDr, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Tan  Boren,  Van  Dyk« 

ThO'question  reonr^ng  im  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill— 

Mr.  Maooit,  of  NotUi  Oar<dina,  said  he  roea 
with  a  full  heart,  to  take  his  last  &reweU  of 
an  old  friend  that  he  had  always  admired  and 
loved — he  meant  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  On  this  occasion,  he  said  he  had  expe- 
rienced a  difficulty  in  expressing  bis  feelings. 
Perhaps  old  people  thon^t  more  of  what  Look 
place  when  they  were  young,  tlian  of  the  oo- 
cnrrences  of  after  times ;  bnt  in  times  of  old, 
whenever  any  qneetion  touching  the  oonstitn- 
tion  was  brought  forward,  it  was  diacusaed 
day  after  day ;  Uiat  time  was  now  passed.  Gen- 
tiemen  aay  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  enter  into 
the  constitutional  question  on  this  measure. 
The  first  time  he  had  ever  known  them  refriae 
to  discuss  the  constitutional  qnestion,  involved 
by  a  proposition,  was,  when  the  act  was  passed 
incorporating  the  present  bank  of  thirty-five 
milliona ;  from  that  time  the  constitution  had 
l)een  asleep. 

Every  scheme  that  was  proposed  was  with  a 
view  of  tying  the  people  together.  The  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  to  ^ve  them  a 
currenoy  alike  throughout  all  the  States.  It 
waa  said  at  the  time,  that  this  was  impossible ; 
the  friends  of  the  bank  insisted  they  could  do 
it ;  but,  had  they  done  it  ?  Then  they  got  into 
a  system  of  mannfacturing,  and  everybody  was 
to  get  rich  by  it.  The  next  thing  was  the  sys- 
tem of  a  great  navy  and  fortifications,  which 
was  to  make  them  one  people  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Rocky  Monntaina,  from  the  Bay  of  Paa- 
samaquoddy  to  Florida ;  hot,  had  it  done  so  I 
And  now  the  people  were  to  be  tied  together 
by  roads  and  canals.  He  thought  the  plan  of 
the  gentiemanfrom  Maryland,  ^Ur.  Smm,)  waa 
as  wise  a  one  as  ever  was  devised  to  add  power 
to  the  Oovernxoent.  Do  a  littie  now,  and  a  lit- 
tle then,  and,  by  and  by,  they  would  render 
this  Oovemment  as  powerful  and  cnlimited  aa 
the  British  Government  was.  We  go  on  decid- 
ing on  these  things,  sdd  Mr.  M.,  without  look- 
ing at  the  constitution,  and  I  suppose  we  will. 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBBSS. 

lattBHptner  Copper  Hun*. 


In  a  few  yeus,  do  u  waa  done  In  England— we 
ahall  tqipoint  a  committee  to  bunt  fur  preo«- 
d«nt8.  My  heart  ia  fnll  when  I  think  of  all 
this;  and  what  U  to  beoome  of  na  I  osanot 

This  Govemmeot  wu  intended  to  be  b  lim- 
ited one,  its  great  objeots  were  war  and  peace, 
and  now  we  are  endeavoring  to  prove  that 
those  meosoree  are  neoeeaarj,  both  aa  war  and 
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.  U.  laid  he  wonid  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  celebrated  report, 
made  in  Yir^inia  in  1799,  tor  a  trae  ezporidon 
of  the  oonsbtational  powere  of  this  Qorem- 
ment.  If  there  was  reason  to  be  alanned  at 
the  growing  power  of  the  General  Govem- 
moit,  how  mach  more  baa  taken  place  rince  t 
Congreea  now  stopped  almost  at  nothing,  wltich 
it  denned  expedient  to  be  done,  and  the  consti- 
tation  waa  otmstnied  to  give  power  for  any 
grand  ediecoe.  Hits  change  was  brought  abont 
fittle  br  little ;  ao  mneh  had  never  been  at- 
tanptM  at  one  time  aa  wonld  agitate  the  peo- 

feOoIIlpare  theee  things  with  thoae  vhlDh 
in  old  timea,  been  done  nnder  the  oooati- 
tntion,  and  the  ch^ge  would  be  fomid  to  be 
moat  astoniahing.  The  end  of  them  all  would 
be^in  the  vulgar  tongne,  taxation. 

He  had  before  expreeeed  hia  belief  that  the 
public  debt  would  never  be  paid  o£  Thej 
irere  following  Great  Britain,  atep  bf  atep,  and 
the  final  ttaolt  wonld  be,  thej  wonld  cease  to 
look  to  the  debt  itael^  but  think  onlj  of  the  in- 
terest Tbe  histoiy  of  the  British  Qovenunent 
wonld  move,  that  eveiy  war  had  increaaed  the 
pnbUe  debt,  and  added  to  the  burthens  of  the 
people;  and  what  waa  the  resnlt  in  America! 
At  the  tame  of  the  Bevdntjon,  the  war  pro- 
doead  dgbtr-fonr  millions  of  funded  debt ;  this 
was  now  increased  to  ninety  tniUions,  and  in- 
stead of  pajing  it,  they  were  following  the  ex- 
ample of  Great  Britain,  and  tnming  it  into  4^ 
per  cent,  stock,  which,  like  the  8  per  cent, 
stook,  no  one  would  bnj  at  par. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  agaiiut  this  Government 
eotmectisg  itaelf  with  an7  oompanj'.  He  would 
have  it  get  clear  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
fitatea.  Let  it  ^ipoint  no  officer,  and  if  it  can- 
not dif^ose  of  its  stock  on  good  terms,  let  it  get 
rid  of  It  at  anf  rate.  His  idea  of  internal  im- 
provement in  this  oonntrj',  was,  to  take  from 
the  pet^e  all  nnneoessai?  bnrthens.  Let  them 
have  plenty  of  wholcaome  food  and  good  oloth- 
ing,  and  he  donbted  not  they  would  continue 
to  raise  hoyn  and  prla  who  would  beocmie  men 
and  women.  These  irtm  the  sorts  of  internal 
improvements  he  desired  to  see.  It  was  in 
vam  to  talk  of  any  other  internal  improvements 
atrengtliening  the  coontry,  when  there  waa 
ninety  millions  of  public  debt,  and  above  a 
hnn^vd  of  private  debt  owing.  Knch  of  the 
latter,  indeed,  was  called  acoommodatioQ  pa- 
per, bot  he  knew  it  was  fidse. 

These  schemea,  he  Ihoo^t,  were  monstrons 
■ridea,  oooridering  the  oliaracter  of  the  Oov- 
mtaaeat.    The  gentleman  Ihxn  Uarylamd  (Mi. 


Biotb)  was  for  laying  the  constdtntion  aside  on 
tbia  bill,  bnt  that  was  nothing  new  in  that  gen- 
tleman, for  he  bad  constantly  porsaed  that  plan 
ever  since  he  had  known  him. 

Hr.  H.  was  afraid  they  were  going  to  follow 
the  system  recommended  by  a  member  of  a 
certain  foreign  legialatore.  Wben  he  was  ai^ed 
what  measures  he  wonld  adopt  to  make  the 
people  peaceable  and  submisBiye,  he  replied, 
''  Tax  them  heavily,  and  collect  it  ri^dlv ;  give 
them  enough  to  do,  and  tliey  would  never 
plague  the  Government."  This  was  the  prao- 
tice  in  Europe,  and  it  had  ntooeeded  very  welL 
Aa  to  the  meaning  of  the  oonsdtntjon,  Ur.  IL 
said,  tiiose  who  composed  the  Convention  that 
fbrmed  it,  certainly  must  have  known  what 
they  intended,  and  all  the  writers  of  the  di^ 
referred  to  no  power  of  this  kind ;  bet  it 
seemed  the  people  of  the  present  day  nndtsv 
stood  what  tue  framer«  of  the  constitution  in- 
tended better  than  they  did  themaelveB.  He 
ooold  give  no  other  names  to  his  feelings  tiian 
feaia.  It  was  tme,  he  had  no  fears  for  his  per- 
sonal liberty,  bat  he  feared  his  descendants 
wonld  be  taxed  nn  to  tiie  nose,  so  that  if  they 
got  breath,  it  wonld  be  as  much  as  they  could 
do.  The  coontry  now  waa  not  in  a  situation 
to  pay  direct  taxes.  In  time  of  war,  there  was 
IS  per  cant  difference  in  the  taxes  of  the  dif- 
ferent States ;  hut  the  same  thing  wonld  not  be 
suffered  now.  He  waa  certain  the  Government 
conld  neither  lay  them  nor  collect  them  at  thia 
tame.  His  fears  might  Ik  gromidlees — they 
might  be  nothing  but  the  suggestions  of  a 
worn-out  old  man,  but  thev  were  sincere,  and 
he  was  alarmed  for  &»  ta&tj  of  thii  Govcnt- 

The  question  waa  taken  on  ordering  tite  blQ 
to  a  third  reading  and  dedded  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  the  ft^oinng  vote: 


Taia.— Messrs.  Barton,  Booligny,  Brown,  CWoU; 
UiokersoD,  Eat«n,  Edwards,  Undlay,  Jackson,  Johit- 
sou  of  Kentnoky,  Jchniton  of  Lonidsna,   Kslly, 


Laiinun,  Lloyd  of  Uuiachiuetta,  Lowrie,  Hcllviine, 
Noble,  Farrott,  Baggies,  Smith,  Talbot,  Thomas, 
Van  Dyke,  Williams— 24. 
Nats. — Uosars.  Barboor,  Bell,  Benton,  Branch, 


Chandler,  Olajton,  Elliott,  Hayne,  Hohnes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Miousippi,  Sing  of  Alabama,  King  oi 
New  Tork,  Snight,  ueLsao,    Macon,    Seymour, 


Fbidat,  February  35. 
Zdkt  8vif«ri»r  Copper  Minm. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  authorizing  the  Preddent  of  tbe 
United  States  to  appoint  Oommissionera  to 
treat  with  the  Chippewa  Indians,  for  the  right 
of  discovering  ana  working  certain  raluaUe 
Oopper  Mine^  supposed  to  be  on  the  eouUi 
side  of  Lake  Superior;  and  appropriating  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  d^ay  the  ex- 

Eense  of  treating  with  the  said  IndiMis.    TiM 
ill  having  been  read — 
Ur.  BsnoN  said  that  llie  "^^tf^  ct  topftc 
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mines  ou  Lake  Bap«rior  was  a  fact  of  historical 
notoriety,  atbetea  b;  all  traTellera  in  that  re- 
pon  for  a  centmy  and  a  half  paat  Thej  were 
seen  in  1689  b;  the  mook  La  Eontan ;  in  1T91, 
bj  the  Jeanit,  Father  Ohflrievoii;  in  1701  bj 
Oi^ttain  Carrer;  in  1771,  by  Henrj-;  and  in 
1TO6,  by  Sir  Alexander  MoKeoMe.  Each  of 
fhwe  travelers  poblished  an  aoooont  of  tbeee 
minee,  and  their  daBcriptions  have  ezdted  the 
attention  of  the  first  mineralogista  of  Enrope. 
Some  jeara  before  the  commenoement  of  oar 
BevolDtion,  a  maae  of  silver  ore  was  foimd  in 
the  same  regioo,  carried  to  England,  and  gave 
rise  to  a  mining  company,  of  which  the  Doke 
of  Olonoeater  waa  the  head.  They  canaed  a 
gallery  to  be  opened  in  a  hill  on  the  aonth  Bide 
of  the  lake,  bat  flnHing  nothing  bnt  copper, 
the  operadons  were  discontdnned;  for  it  was 
no  object  in  the  then  condition  of  the  comitry 
and  state  of  transportation,  to  carry  copper 
from  Lake  Superior  to  London. 

In  the  yesi  ISOOj  at  the  time  when  the  Got- 
emment  of  the  United  Statea  contemplated  an 
scfpnentation  of  the  Navy,  a  reaolntion,  adopt- 
ed in  both  Houses  of  Gongreas,  anthonzed  an 
examination  to  be  made  of  these  mines,  by  a 
competent  agent ;  bnt  the  policy  of  the  Ccov- 
emment  changing  soon  afterwards,  the  exam- 
ination was  attended  with  few  reaulta. 

In  1807,  Mr.  Gallatin  deemed  these  mines  of 
SDch  valae  as  to  be  ennmerated  by  him  among 
the  sources  of  onr  national  wealth. 

In  1820,  they  were  visited  by  Governor  Oaaa, 
of  Uichigan,  and  Ur.  Schoolcraft,  a  mineralo- 
mst,  and  a  report  of  their  diaooveriea  made  to 
Oie  Secretary  of  War.  A  knowledge  of  this 
bct^  Mr.  B.  said,  had  indnced  him,  at  the 
seaaioa  of  1821-2,  to  lay  a  resolntioo  ^n 
the  table  of  the  Senate,  calling  upon  the  War 
Department  to  ftirniBb  all  the  information 
which  the  Department  contained  npon  this 
BnttlecL  In  complianoe  with  that  reeolntJon,  a 
r^Htrt  had  been  rec^ved,  and  pahlished  among 
the  docnmeots  of  18B2-'8,  giving  foU  and 
aatiaftctory  information  npon  the  extent  and 
Talne  of  these  mines.  Their  report  has  been 
ocmfirmed,  by  a  letter  from  Governor  Cass, 
lately  printed  among  onr  docnmenta,  and  by 
another  from  Mr.  Bchoolcn^  (which  was 
read.)  and  the  fineness  and  pnrity  of  the  metal 
bad  been  proved  bjr  the  prof  art  of  a  mass  of  50 
ponsds  weight,  which  had  been  lately  deposited 
m  the  Library  of  Congress.  Bnt  tJie  superior 
fineness  of  this  metal  is  not  a  mere  matter  of 
opinion.  It  has  been  tested  in  the  Mint  of 
Utrecht,  by  the  Inspector  General  of  that  Mint, 
upon  the  reqoeat  of  onr  late  fellow-oitiMn,  Gov- 
ernor Eustis,  of  Massachusetts.  That  diatin- 
gntshed  citizen,  anxions  to  be  nsefid  to  his 
oonntry,  had  possessed  himself  of  spedmt 
this  copper  when  at  the  head  of  the  War  De- 
portment, and  carried  them  with  him  after- 
wards on  his  embassy  to  Holland.  The  report 
of  the  inspector  is  to  be  found  in  all  the  prin- 
cipal European  works  npon  the  aubjeot  (f  min- 
eralogy.   It  8«ys : 
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The  examination  of  the  North  American 
copper,  in  the  sample  received  from  his  excel- 
lency the  Minister,  by  the  operations  of  the 
ooppel,  and  the  the  test  by  fire,  has  proved  that 
it  does  not  contain  the  smallest  particle  of  di- 
ver, gold,  or  any  other  metaL  Its  cole  is  a 
clear  red ;  it  is  peculiarly  qualified  for  rolling 
and  forging,  and  its  excellence  is  indicated  bj 
its  resemblance  to  the  copper  nsoally  employed 
by  the  English  for  plating.  The  dealers  m  cop- 
per call  this  sort  Pervman  oower,  to  distinguish 
It  from  that  of  Sweden,  w^ch  is  much  leea 
malleable.  The  specimen  nnder  consideradon 
iparably  better  than  Swedish  copper,  aa 
well  on  acoonnt  of  its  brilliant  color,  aa  for  th« 
fineness  of  its  pores,  and  its  extreme  ductility." 
Mr.  B.  would  not  dUate  upon  the  advantages 
be  derived  from  a  home  supply  of  this  metaL 
was  an  article  of  almost  universal  nae.  Ships 
oonld  not  be  built  without  it'  The  cost  of  cop- 
eingle  ship  of  the  line,  lately  built  nn- 
act  of  OcDgrees,  was  tS7,000.  Mer- 
chant vessels  required  a  proportionate  SDpplj. 
In  all  the  grain-growing  districts  of  the  Unit«d 
States,  it  was  in  demand  for  stilla.  The  Mint 
of  thQ  Unit«d  States  made  annual  purohaseB, 
somelimee  to  the  amount  of  (80,000  for  the 
coinage  of  cents  and  half  cents.  Combined 
with  zinc,  of  which  there  was  an  exbaustleas 
supply  in  the  mineral  districts  of  Missonri,  cop- 
per produced  brass,  an  article  of  such  universal 
use  and  application  that  it  was  found  in  every 
form,  and  in  every  house,  from  the  cottage  raf 
a  peasant  to  the  palace  of  a  King,  and  applied 
srr  nse  from  the  pin  to  the  cannon. 
B.  t«!ievod  that  the  problem  of  the  ex- 
istence of  theee  mines  ought  to  be  solved,  and 
that  the  appropriation  of  |10,000  contemplated 
by  the  biU,  was  an  object  of  no  consideraticm 
in  the  magnitude  of  the  question  to  be  decided. 
Mr.  DicKBBSoir  was  not  opposed  to  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  but  he  preferred  a  modification 
of  its  provinons.  He  would  prefer  that  an 
agent  ^oold  be  sent  to  examine  the  conntry, 
and  to  make  a  report,  and  to  have  that  report 
retnimed  before  the  sutgeot  was  finally  acted 
upon.  He  was  no  stranger  to  the  accounts 
^^ch  described  a  large  mass  of  native  copper 
on  the  south  dde  of'  Lake  Superior,  but  de- 
tached masses  of  any  metal  were  not  con^d- 
ered  as  certain  indications  of  mines.  He  in- 
stanced the  Inmpe  of  gold  found  in  North  Oar- 
olina,  and  of  other  metals  fbnnd  in  other  places, 
and  yet  without  the  accompaniment  of  mines. 

Mr.  OiiAKDrEB  was  in  favor  of  having  th« 
country  examined  before  any  thing  further  was 
done;  bnt  considered  the  undertaking  as  an 
experiment,  in  which  we,  the  United  Btate^ 
would  probably  spend  more  dollars  than  we 
should  ever  receive  cents. 

Mr.  Johnson',  of  Kentucky,  replied.  He  uiA 
that  reports  of  the  kind  that  gentlemen  called 
for,  had  already  been  received,  and  referred  to 
in  debate  by  the  senator  irom  Missoari.  If  gen- 
tiemen  wanted  reports  founded  upon  actual  ex- 
perimeute  in  searching  fi>r  miuwd,  sneh  searoh 
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-would  iikTolT«  tbo  oMiimiseloD  of  a  trespav 
■apoa  the  soil  and  jDrisdiotion  of  the  Indiam— 
a  point  npoa  wbiui  the  gentlomeD  bad  bean 
puticakrt;  Krapoloiu  heretofore. 

Mr.  BxMiOR  r^t^ed.  He  was  not  skilled  in 
the  Kieooe  of  mineralt^ ;  bat  he  knew  enoogb 
to  know  that  a  solltar;  moss  of  anv  metal, 
found  bj  itself^  waa  not  &  dgn  oertsm  of  the 
pressDce  of  a  mine.  But  here  the  fact,  was  not 
what  the  gendeman  nppoaed  it  to  be.  The 
indicationa  of  oopper  on  Lake  Saperior,  were  not 
«»ifinad  to  the  mass  which  the  gentleman  bad 
particalarized.  It  was  seen  in  thonaanda  of 
places,  in  Inmps  and  in  veina,  on  l>oth  mdee  of 
the  lake,  on  tbe  islands  within  it,  and  extend- 
ing acroM  Che  coontiy  to  the  Falla  of  St.  An- 
thony. Mr.  B.  said  that  it  was  a  contdDoadoB 
of  that  great  region  of  Ibsails  and  mineraU, 
irtiicb,  bt^inning  ofoa  tbe  ArkaDsas  River, 
traTeraed  the  State  of  Ifissonrl.  croated  the 
lUmssippi  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and  ez- 
liibited  itaelf  on  both  sidee  of  I^ke  Bnperior. 
As  to  reports,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  hare  enough  of 
than.  We  know  sa  tnoob  as  we  can  learn,  by 
looking  at  the  Borfboe  of  tba  ground.  If  we 
want' to  know  more,  we  most  penetrate  tbe 
bowels  of  the  earth,  and  that  is  the  predse 
thing  which  tbe  bill  before  the  Senate  propoeea 
to  do.  It  is  in  Tun  to  say,  that  we  mn«t  not 
search  nntil  we  are  snre  of  onding.  Upon  that 
prindple  nothing  would  be  fbnnd,  azoept  what 
the  chapter  c^  aooidents  vonld  give.  ' 
equally  in  rain  to  argne  againat  thi 
of  TaloaUe  mines  on  Lake  Saperit 
they  were  not  yet  disoovered.  Tbe  great  cop- 
per mines  in  England,  whioh  now  furnish  more 
than  one-half  of  Che  whole  quantity  of  copper 
prodnced  by  all  the  mines  in  tbe  known  world, 
were  only  discovered  in  tbe  last  century ;  the 
name  of  the  great  salt  mine  in  that  kingdom.  C 
Jino,  was  known  to  the  Boman  legions  two  till 
sand  years  ago;  bnt  tbe  vast  mine  of  salt,  which 
fhroisbed  tbe  salt  water  of  that  spring,  was  only 
disoovered  some  fifty  years  ago. 

The  bill  was  then  wdered  to  a  third  readiitg. 

Satuxdat,  Febmary  33. 
Oeeupation  q/"  tie  Oregon  £iter. 

The  Senate  then  resnmad,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Kills  In  tbe  chair.)  the 
ooonderation  of  the  bill  for  the  oooopation  of 
the  Ore^u  River. 

Mr.  Babbodb  said,  that,  persotutlly,  he  bad 
DO  partioolar  oooomi  with  this  bil^  and  bad 
oot  uttended  to  have  portic^ted  in  the  debate, 
as  it  waa  nnder  tbe  care  of  tbe  Military  Oom- 
tnittoe,  nlioee  members  were  every  wa^  able  tc 
defend  it ;  bat  as  the  Senate  had  laid  it  on  the 
table  in  oonsaqnenoe  of  his  absence,  he  felt  it 
doe  to  them  to  state,  that  he  approved  of  tbe 
biU,  and  wonld  avail  himself  of  tlus  opportouity 
briefly  to  state  the  reaaons  whioh  indnoed  that 
opini<HL 

Tbe  sabject  wonld  natorally  divide  itself  into 
two  views,  under  wbiob  it  ^oold 


ered:  1st.  Have  the  United  States  a  right  to 
the  territofj  proposed  to  be  settled  t  and,  Sdly. 
Is  it  politio  now  to  oocapy  it  in  tbe  way  prtH 
posed  by  the  bill  f 

On  tbe  first  point,  as  to  title,  be  had  bnt  lit- 
tle to  add  to  Uie  very  Ml.  ezpodtdon  given  b; 
the  Amerioan  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Oonrt  ot 
Bt.  James.  He  thonght,  by  a  comparison  of 
that  state  paper  with  tbe  oonnter  Btat«ment  (tf 
the  representative  of  that  conrt,  there  oonld  be 
no  diffionlty  in  saying,  that  tbe  claim  of  Great 
Britain,  as  to  tbe  terntory  on  tbe  Orw>Q,  was 
withoni  foundation.  It,  as  Mr.  B.  believed, 
America,  in  the  spirit  of  friendship  and  for- 
bearance^ bad  made  a  saorifioe  to  Biusia  of  five 
degrees  of  her  just  cl^ms  on  the  Northwest 
OoBBt,  and  in  tbe  same  spirit  bad  been  willing 
to  make  an  eqnal  sacrifice  to  Great  Brit^,  be 
hoped  on  her  part  she  wonld  eagerly  seize  this 
proof  of  good  will,  and  dose  with  ihe  terma 
proposed.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  United  States 
oan  yield  no  ftuther.  As  a  coosoqnenoe,  oar 
claim  ranst  be  held  aa  nnqneetionable  many  de- 
grees to  the  north  of  the  proposed  settlement 
As  a  matter  of  onriodty,  and  indeed  as  con- 
nected with  the  qaestion  in  hand,  one  may  be 
Cnitted  to  recur  to  the  pretensions  of  tbe 
opean  nationa  to  t^e  different  portioDB  of 
the  New  World.  Sp^  nnder  whom  we  d^m, 
has  nnqnestionably  the  nndivided  credit  of  its 
first  discovery,  and,  to  the  eztent  to  which  this 
&ot  goes,  tbe  best  title — to  which  Bhe  saper- 
added  the  grant  of  the  bead  of  the  Ohristias 
world,  in  the  person  of  the  Pope ;  and  how- 
ever ridicnIoQB  tbe  lattor  may  seem  at  this 
time,  at  tbe  time  of  the  ezerdse  of  this  hi^ 
prerogative  it  wss  respected  by  the  civilized 
world.  This  ret>peot,  however,  yielded  eventn- 
ally  to  onpidity,  and  the  other  nations  of  En- 
rope  proceeded  to  appropriate  aodt  portions  sa 
acoideut  or  oirotunstances  enaUed  tiiem,  in  op- 
position to  the  claims  and  tiie  protests  of  Bpdn. 
The  opposing  cl^ms  were  somethnea  a4Jnsted 
by  mlea  eetablished  pro  re  nata.  Sometimes 
merged  in  oontemporary  sabjecta  of  contest  in 
Ear^>e,  or,  finally,  if  there  were  any  role  gen* 
erally  aoqnieeoed  in,  it  was  discovery  and  ac- 
tual oooupaiioo.  Now,  by  tbe  oore^>ondeooe 
before  refwred  to,  by  whatever  teat  oor  claim 
to  the  territory  in  qoesUtat  ehall  be  decided,  it 
seems  obvioos  that  that  of  the  United  States  is 
not  to  be  shaken.  As  evetr  gentleman  ia  in 
poaseeeiOD  of  that  oorrespondenoe,  a  mora  pa^ 
tionlar  reference  ie  deemed  nnneoessaiy. 

Passing  to  the  second  viow  of  the  snbjeot,  Is 
it  politio  now  to  occnpy  it,  fa  tbe  way  pro- 
poeed  by  tbe  bill  ?  we  most  inquire  what  a» 
the  probable  advantages  or  diBadvantages. 

The  bill  proposes  a  military  establishment 
only  on  tba  nuiks  of  the  Oregon.  Its  advan- 
tage  is  obvious,  aa  it  r^ards  our  naviga&ig  in- 
terest in  time  of  peace.  When  we  advert  to 
the  eztent  of  this  interest  on  the  Pacific  al- 
ready, and  its  probable  ftatnre  taorease,  a  fiiend- 
ly  anlum,  which  will  ba  fomlshad  by  this 
eataUiBbment,  to  whloii  our  tcbnIb  oan  repair, 


In  an  otherwue  stxange,  diBtaat,  and  perhaps 
bostile  re^on,  mtut  oontribato  alike  to  their 
'comfort  and  safety. 

I^  from  the  ocean  we  look  to  the  interior, 
and  to  the  ^^at  and  diTeraified  territory  wash- 
ed b;  the  Oregon,  thia  settlement,  aa  a  depot 
for  commerce,  must  ba  fall  of  adywitago.  Ad- 
vantagee  of  anch  a  position,  in  the  event  of  war, 
are  too  obviona  to  be  ennmerated.  What  are 
the  disadvantages  to  be  objeot«d  to  it  t  An 
nnwieldy  extant  of  empire  i  What  ia  meant 
hy  this  ol^ectiont  If  yon  will  not  aettle  it 
jionrBelveB,  give  it  up  to  some  of  the  Eoropean 
nations — eiutar  will  take  it  off  yoor  hands,  and 
quiet  your  aoniples  on  this  head.  Bnt  no 
Amerioan  Senator  wiU  propose  this.  What 
thent  Is  it  to  be  kept  as  a  Jangle  for  wild 
beaata !  No.  It  is  not  in  the  order  of  Frovi' 
Aeace.  The  earth  was  designed  for  mu.  It  is 
not  in  human  power,  if  it  were  wished,  to  pre- 
vent the  oonsummation  of  tlie  dedgn.  ^iStj 
Tears  ago  and  the  valley  of  the  ^lisBiasippi  was 
Uke  the  present  oondition  of  the  oonntry  of  the 
Oregon.  It  is  now  t«Bming  with  a  mighty 
population — a  free  and  happy  people,  ^elr 
march  onward,  therefore,  to  the  conntry  of  the 
Betting  enn,  is  irre»stible.  I  will  not  diagnise 
that  I  look  with  the  deepest  anxiety  on  this 
vast  eztennon  of  onr  empire,  as  to  itepoesible 
effeotn  on  onr  political  institntions.  Whatever 
tbey  may  be,  however,  onr  forefathers  decided 
the  experiment  shonld  be  made.  When  it  waa 
determined  to  annex  the  vast  re^on  of  which 
the  oonntry  in  qnestion  fa  a  part,  to  the  old 
States,  that  qnestion  mnst  have  been  deliber- 
ately weighed,  and,  in  that  determinAlion,  onr 
destinies,  whatever  they  ma^  be,  were  placed, 
in  this  particular,  beyond  oar  control.  While 
I  look  with  anxiety,  sir,  it  is  mingled  with  a 
strong  hope — the  hope  of  the  fatnre  rests  on 
the  strong  fbondation  of  the  ezperienoe  of  the 
past. 

Onr  advance  in  political  sdenoe  has  already 
oanoelled  the  dogmas  of  theory.  We  have  al- 
ready asoert^e^  by  the  happj  oombinatioD  at 
K  National  and  State  Govemmenta,  bnt  above 
all,  by  a  wise  arrangement  of  the  r^reaautative 
Bjsteia,  that  tepnbUcs  are  not  neo«MarUy  limit- 
ed to  a  small  territory — and  that  a  Qovemment, 
thus  arranged,  prodnoes  not  only  more  happi> 
neea,  bnt  more  stabilitj  and  more  energy,  taan 
those  the  most  arbitrary.  Whether  It  ia  capa- 
ble of  indefinite  extent,  must  be  left  to  posterity 
to  decide.  Bnt,  in  the  moat  nn&vorshle  reenl^ 
a  division,  by  necessity,  from  its  tmwieldy  ex- 
tent— an  event,  I  woiud  devoutly  hope,  is  afar 
off— we  even  Oien  can  console  onreelves  with 
the  reflection,  that  all  the  parte  of  the  great 
whole  will  have  been  peopled  by  onr  kindred, 
carrying  with  them  the  same  language,  habita. 
and  naexlingnishable  devotion  to  liberty  ana 
rwablioan  inatitntious. 

Mr.  DiOKUsoN,  of  Kew  Jersey,  sud,  he  had 
hoped,  Qiat,  before  gentlemen  opposed  to  this  bill 
ahonla  be  called  upon  for  their  reasons  a^c^nst 
it,  the  Senate  would  have  heard  from  its  Mends 
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all  the  aivomenta  that  oan  be  urged  in  its  finw. 
The  genUeman  &om  Virginia,  (llCr.  Bakboob,) 
has  mentioned  its  importance  to  onr  trade  in 
the  Pacific  in  general  terma,  s^  Ur.  D.,  without 
descending  to  any  detail  of  foetaordreumstancea. 
He  also  stated  that  we  tkad  already  acquired  this 
territory  of  Oregon — we  should  tiavo  deliberated 
when  we  so  acquired  it — not  now — that  it  waa 
impossible  to  stop  the  march  of  population  in 
that  r^on — and  that  it  waa  onr  duty  to  pro- 
vide for  extending  such  population,  which,  in 
that  gentieman's  opionion,  was  a  sumdeut  rea- 
son hr  pasung  the  present  bill. 

''■  '  ■  '  ',  by  the  operation  of  certain 
causes,  we  have  acquired  this  territory;  bat 
that  circumstance  sorely  imposes  upon  Congreas 
DO  obligation  to  provide  for  its  oooapation  or 
popnlation,  nnlees  the  interests  of  the  United 
Btatea  should  require  iL  To  that  oonntry  we 
owe  nothing.  By  the  present  bill,  that  portitm 
fd  country  Qring  on  the  Padfio  Ocean,  north  of 
the  43d  denee  of  Sorth  laldtnde,  and  west  of 
the  Bocky  Mountaina,  ia  to  be  wected  into  the 
territory  of  Oregon,  without  defining  its  north- 
ern boundary.  The  President  to  occupy  tha 
same  with  a  military  force,  and  oanse  a  aoitAtde 
fbrtifioation  to  be  erected.  The  Indian  title  to 
be  extinguished  for  a  tract  not  exceeding  thirty 
miles  square,  or  nine  hundred  sqnare  mUee.  To 
erect  a  port  of  entry  within  and  for  aaid  terri- 
tory, whenever  he  shall  think  the  pnbUo  good 
may  require  it,  and  to  appoint  such  officers  as 
may  be  neoesaory  for  the  same ;  alter  wliicb, 
the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  ex- 
tend to,  and  be  in  fnll  foroe  in,  said  territory. 
It  is  true,  the  bill  does  not  provide  for  the  ^i- 
poinbnent  of  a  Governor  or  Judges  of  this  ter- 
ritory :  hut  these  no  doubt  are  to  follow.  Tho 
present  is  bnt  an  incipient  step  in  a  much  nuxe 
extensive  plan  of  populating  and  settling  that 
oonntry,  aa  we  may  collect  from  the  oiigiDsl 
bill  as  lud  upon  onr  tables ;  and  even  tlus  is  bnt 
a  part  of  the  whole  plan,  aa  thia  would  iaolude 
a  chain  of  posts  from  Oonndl  Blnffl  to  the 
mouth  of  Oolnmbia  Biver. 

In  all  these  points  of  view,  it  is  a  bill  of  the 
highest  importance. 

As  yet,  we  have  extended  our  laws  to  no 
territories,  but  snob  as  were  or  are  to  become 
States  of  the  Union.  We  have  not  adopted  s 
ayatem  of  colonization,  and  it  b  to  be  hoped  we 
never  sholL  Oregon  oan  never  be  one  of  the 
United  Statea,  If  we  extend  our  laws  to  it,  wn 
must  oonsider  it  as  a  colony. 

The  period  never  will  arrive  when  it  will  be 


certainly  not  t&e  time :  beoanse  thfor  adoption 
now  would  interfere  with  existing  relMioos 
between  the  Britiafa  Government  and  outs. 

The  territory  of  Oregon  is  bounded  on  the 
South  by  latitude  43,  as  by  our  treaty  with 
Spain.  On  the  North,  the  Enswians  reuoance 
all  claim  to  the  country  South  of  latitude  54' 
40'.  We  think  our  claim  inoontesUbie  as  &r 
aa  the  49th  parallel  of  latitode^  soppMrted  by 
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tbe  oe^on  of  ^ain  in  1810 ;  by  tbe  dboovei? 
of  the  moath  ta  the  Oolnmbia  lUyar  by  Mt, 
and  altonrardfl  br  Letrla  and  Olark  over  land, 
and  b7  an  ootoii  settlemeDt  at  the  month  of 
Um  Oolnmbia  in  1811.  Tbls  wonld  Ioatb  the 
Britiah  OovenimMit  a  belt  of  6"  40'  of  lati- 
tnde  from  (lie  BookfHoiinbdna  and  the  Ooean, 
betwMtt  oar  poaawirioM  and  those  of  Bowda; 
an  arrangement,  it  ia  to  be  preanmed,  not  alto- 
g«tber  aatiafHOtonr  to  the  Britiah  Gorernmeot, 
and  vhiota,  indeed,  ooidd  be  of  rerj  Utde  im- 
portanoetothem.  Th^  have  already  extended 
Ouar  aettlementa  to  a  point  on  the  Oolnmbia 
Rifer,  and  we  know  thej  have  eet  np  a  preteoi 


hBTB  been  deniable  that  tboy  ahonld  have  hoea 
partiea  in  onr  trea^  with  Biuaia ;  but  in  thia 
th^  refused  to  take  a  part  The  extent  of  their 
dahn  ia  not  to  be  aaoertained  or  limited  hj 
OoDgran ;  bot  onr  oommerdal  trea^  with  tiiat 
Government  oertainlj  reoc^nlces  a  olnini  to 
acme  part  of  that  territc^,  withont  defining 
what  part.  Bv  tbe  Sd  artiole  of  that  treaty, 
it  is  agreed,  "  That  anj  oonntiy  that  may  be 
claimed  by  either  party,  on  tbe  northwest  Ooast 
<tf  Amorioa,  weatward  of  the  Bbmy  Moont^na, 
ahall,  together  with  Its  harbors,  bays,  and  ereeks, 
and  tbe  navigation  of  all  riven  within  the  lame, 
ba  ft«e  and  cnan  fbr  the  term  of  ten  yeara  fh>in 
the  date  of  the  aignattire  of  tbe  convention,  to 
the  Teaael^  dtiieoa,  and  anhjeott  of  the  two 
powen;  it  bdng  wdl  nnderatood,  that  thb 
agreeoHoit  ia  not  to  be  constnted  to  the  prejn- 
diea  of  any  olaim  which  either  of  tlie  two  high 
oontaaoting  partiea  nu^  have  to  any  part  of 
Mid  ooontry,  nor  ahall  It  be  taken  to  affiaot  the 
daima  of  any  other  power  or  state  to  any  part 
of  tbe  aaid  oonntTy ;  the  (odj  object  of  the  high 
enttraoting  parUee  in  that  req>eot  being  to  pre- 
Tentdiqiates  and  di£breoBea  among  themaelvea." 
Thia  treaty  expires  in  188^  natU  which  pe- 
riod,  it  will  be  Ugfaly  iminwper  to  take  poaeea- 
riOD  of  this  tnritoiy  by  miUlary  (bfoe,  (»'  to 
ealahlirfi  a  port  ot  entty  there,  or,  indeed,  to 
utfdM  any  act  of  poaaeadon  or  ooonpatdon  we 
'  a  at  the  period  of 


rittwy  to  which  the  Brttiah  Govoimient  laid 
tUtm,  bowevw  anfooBded. 

The  Frerident,  by  thia  bill,  la  to  take  poaiea- 
moa,  by  a  milituy  foroe,  of  the  Oregon  Terri- 
torj.  We  claim  np  to  tJie  Rnnian  line,  lati- 
tode  Hi"  W,  bnt  connder  onr  right  inconteeta- 
Ue  to  latitade  49.  The  Fremdeut  mnat,  t^cre- 
fbre^  take  poaseadon  np  to  that  parallcL  He  ia 
to  canae  a  fort  to  be  erected  on  Orwon  Biver, 
OB  tbe  left  or  the  ri^t  bank,  aa  he  ahall  deem 
It  expedieoL  and  oaose  the  Indian  title  to  be 
axtingniihea  to  a  beet  of  land  thirty  miles 
aqnanL  or  900  aqnare  milea,  indnding  said  fort, 
and  whidi  ought  to  indnde  both  bcolcB  of  the 
1  indnde  a 


liw,  and  i 


1  oonnderable   portion  of 


1,  nnder  tbe  provisions  of  oor  treaty, 
Oef  hava  n(;|  thon^  themadvea  anthi»iied 


to  ooonpy  by  a  military  fwoe.  Onr  port  of 
entry  may  be  erected  at  Nootka  Sonnd,  and 
oor  revenae  laws  extended  to  every  part  of  the 
territory. 

As  yet  the  British  Government  have  done 
nothing  to  ooatrcveue  the  provisioiis  of  this 
treaty,  but  will  they  quietly  look  on  and  see  oa 
take  military  poBsesaion  of  this  territory,  make 
onr  establishments,  pnrohase  the  Indian  title  to 
BOO  square  milea,  erect  fortifications,  and  estab- 
lish ports  of  entiy  t  By  onr  treaty,  the  country 
ia  to  remi^  open  without  prqodice  to  tbe 
daima  of  either  party,  in  order  to  prevent  dis- 
pntae.  Bot  is  this  measore  oalcnlated  to  pre- 
vent dlspntes)  On  tbe  contrary,  will  it  not 
lead  to  immediate  collisiona  with  the  British 
Glovernment  t  WUl  they  not  also  take  militaiy 
posaeaaioa  of  tiiia  territory!  erect  fortifications 
pordiasethe  Indian  dtl^  and  establi^  ports  of 
entry  t  We  cannot  steal  a  march  npon  them ; 
thev  are  dways  on  the  alert — we  shsll  gain 
notning  by  this  hasty,  this  ancaUed-formeaaore. 
At  all  events,  before  we  proceed  farther,  let  « 
ascertain  by  n^otialion,  not  by  military  fbroe, 
OUT  respective  parts  of  this  territory.  If  we  are 
entitled  to  the  whole  of  it,  by  amicable  a^Joat- 
ment,  if  possible^  or,  if  we  mnst  enforce  onr 
righta.  by  military  occnpation,  1st  it  not  be  done 
till  aU  other  means  have  failed.  It  is  to  be 
presomed  the  British  QoTermneot  are  willing 
to  enter  into  no^tiations  for  settling  oor  re- 

rtive  boondanea  in  that  territory,  Bhonid 
negotiation  oocnpy  many  years,  it  ought  to 
excite  no  regret,  as  it  would  give  the  unhappy 
natives  of  that  r^on  a  litUe  more  time  to 
breathe  npon  the  fiioe  of  the  earth,  before  the 
find  process  of  extermination,  by  means  c^  a 
white  and  dvQiied  population,  shall  take  place. 
Nodonbt  tiie  Brittui  Government  would  will- 
in^y  renew  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1818  for  ten  yean  more,  to  prevent  disputes. 
And  if  the  two  Governments  would  make  a 
perpetual  treaty,  to  take  no  ftirther  poeseaslcm 
of  that  territory,  than  they  now  have,  or  that 
might  be  neoessary  for  the  purposes  of  trading 
with  the  Indian^  they  would  do  more  for  the 
canse  of  humanity,  than  tuts  been  done  in  the 
present  age. 

In  1810  we  had  a  settlement  at  the  month  at 
the  Columbia  Biver,  called  Astoria,  which  the 
British  took  from  ue  during  the  late  war~-4t 
was,  however,  delivered  up  to  ns  under  the  first 
artide  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and,  whoever 
may  be  the  private  owners  of  the  property 
tit^  the  poeeeasion  is  in  the  United  Btatee^ 
and  m^  now  be  oconpied  aa  it  was  before  the 
war.  Asyet,  we  have  sent  no  military  force 
there.  What  ia  the  immediate  preeanre  for 
anch  a  fbroe  at  this  timet  To  protect  onr  ahipa 
engaged  in  the  whaling  and  fishing,  and  in  the 
fur  trade,  and  taldngrf  sea  otters.  The  whalea 
are  eanght  in  the  Southern  latitudes,  and  all 
the  sea  otters  we  shall  ever  take  upon  the  coast 
of  the  Oregon  Territory,  would  not  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  marching  a  dngle  company  across  the 
BodtyMoiu    ' 
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What  little  commerce  we  may  have  upon  that 
coast,  will  be  much  better  protected  by  threeor 
four  ebipa  of  our  Savj,  tntin  bj  any  fbrtiSoa- 
tion  on  Oregon  River.  We  have  now  in  the 
Fad£c  Ocean  the  frigate  United  States,  sloop 
of  war  Peacock,  and  Bohooner  Dolphin,  uid  can 
send  more  there  if  neceeaary. 

Bat  IB  this  tetritorj  of  Orecon  ererto  be- 
oome  a  Stat«,  a  member  of  this  Union  t  Never. 
The  Ucion  is  already  too  extendve— and  we 
most  make  three  or  fonr  new  States  from  the 
territories  already  tbrmed. 

The  distance  from  the  month  of  the  Oolom- 
btfl  t^  the  month  of  the  Miseooti,  is  8,056  milee 
— from  Washington  to  the  month  of  the  Mis- 
Bonri,  is  1,160  milee — making  the  wholedistanoe 
from  Washington  to  the  month  of  the  Oolambia 
Biver,  4,T0S  miles— bnt  say  1,660  miles.  The 
distance,  therefore,  that  a  m^uber  of  Oonmn 
of  tltia  State  of  Oregon,  would  be  obliged  to 
travel,  in  coming  to  tne  Seat  of  Government  and 
returiiiDg  home,  would  be  9,800  miles ;  this,  at 
the  rate  of  eight  dollars  for  ever?  tweatjr  milee, 
would  make  his  travelling  expenses  amoont  to 
8,TaO  dollars.  Every  member  of  Congress 
onght  to  see  his  conatitaents  once  a  year.  This 
is  already  very  difficult  for  those  io  the  most 
remote  parts  of  the  Union.  A.t  the  rate  which 
the  members  of  Congress  travel  aooording  to 
law,  that  is,  twenty  miles  per  d^,  it  wonld 
require,  to  oome  to  the  Seat  of  Government, 
from  Oregon,  and  retarn,  4B9  days ;  aod  if  he 
should  lie  by  for  Bunds^  say  66,  it  wonld  re- 
quire 631  days.  Bat,  if  he  should  travel  at  the 
rat«  of  SO  miles  per  day,  it  wonld  require  806 
days.  Allow  for  Sundays,  44,  it  would  amount 
to  860  days.  This  womd  allow  tbe  member  a 
fortnight  to  rest  himself  at  Washington,  before 
he  shoold  commence  his  journey  home. 
rate  of  travelliug  would  he  a  hard  duty.  >»■  a 
greater  part  of  the  way  is  ezoeedingly  baa,  and 
a  portion  of  it  over  rugged  mountains,  nhero 
Lewis  and  Clarke  found  several  feet  of  snow  in 
the  btter  part  of  Juue,  Yet  a  young,  able- 
bodied  Senator  might  travel  from  Oregon  to 
Washington  and  back  onoe  a  year ;  but  he  could 
do  nothmg  else.  It  would  be  more  expeditions, 
however,  to. come  by  water  round  Oape  Horn, 
or  to  pass  through  Bebring^s  Struts,  round  the 
North  coast  of  this  continent  to  Baffin's  Bay, 
thence  through  Davis's  Struts  to  the  Atlantic, 
and  so  on  to  Washington.  It  is  true,  this  pas- 
sage is  not  yet  discovered,  except  npon  our 
maps— but  it  will  be  as  soon  as  Oregon  diall  be 
a  State. 

But  how  could  a  revenue  be  derived  from 
Kich  a  State,  or  supplies  sent  to  it,  but  at  an 
enormous  eipense !  Every  portion  of  strength 
ffiven  to  this  State,  from  the  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  wonld  so  far  weaken  tbe  Union:  and 
this  territory,  when  it  shall  obtain  the  strength 
and  imporUnce  of  a.  State,  will  foil  off  from  " 
Union  by  its  own  weight. 

Is  this  territory  to  be  a  oolonv  t  Have  we  a 
enrplas  popnlation  that  we  wian  to  send  from 
our  oountiy!    So  far  from  that,  we  have  bnii- 
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dredsof  milllMis  of  acres  of  fertile  land^  within 
the  boundaries  of  onr  present  States  and  Terri- 
tortes,  that  remun  nnooonided  for  want  of  a  pop- 
ulation to  take  posaeamon  ot  them.  While  this 
te  tbe  case,  shall  we  be  holding  out  inducements 
to  onr  oiliiens  to  seek  eetUements  in  the  remote 
parte  of  the  earth. 

If  we  plant  a  colony  at  Oregon,  we  must  pro- 
tect it,  and  that  at  an  enormous  expense.  And 
what  advantage  canwe  expectinretura!  Sure- 
ly none.  We  form  a  vulnerable  pcsnt  where 
our  enemy  can  easily  reach  na,  and  where  it 
will  be  very  difficnlt  to  defend  ourselves.  The 
British,  last  war,  took  from  us  onr  settlement 
at  Astoria.  This  was  a  matter  of  but  little 
importanoe.  Bat  if  we  had  possessed  a  dty 
there  of  80,000  inhabitants,  we  should  have 
expended  millions  for  its  defence,  and,  alter  all, 
probably  have  lost  it. 

Will  this  oolony  adord  us  any  very  imporUat 
commercial  advantages?  Are  we  to  anppl^  it 
with  manufactures !  It  will  be  a  long  tuna 
before  we  supply  ourselves.  We  import,  fi^ 
onr  own  consumption,  anoaally,  of  for^n  man- 
ufactures, more  than  the  amount  of  five  and 
twenty  millions  of  dollai«.  Are  we  to  have 
great  advantages  in  the  ftar  trade  with  the  na- 
tives of  that  region  t  As  soon  as  we  estsblidi 
a  white  population  in  Oregon,  who  will  drive 
the  Indians  back  to  the  Bocky  Monntuna,  that 
trade  will  oease. 

To  carry  the  providona  of  this  act  into  eflbnt, 
tbe  sum  of  60,000  dollars  has  been  agreed  to^ 
as  contained  in  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentadves.  This  sum  has,  however,  been 
struck  out,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  a  larger. 
A  sum  ten  timee  larger  will  be  required  beiot« 
the  ot^eots  of  the  bill  oan  be  carried  follv  into 
effect.  In  a  report  of  the  38d  of  Feb.  1824,  wa 
have  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  tranapomng 
200  troops  from  Council  Bla&  to  the  mouth  of 
Oolambia  River,  at  44,000  dollars.  It  is  fur  to 
judge  of  the  future  by  the  past.  The  expense 
of  the  Tellow  Stone  expeoition  is  a  case  in 
point.  The  transportation  of  140  tons  of  pro- 
visions, munitions  of  war,  &o.,  by  the  steamboat 
Expedition — 140  tons  by  tbe  steamboat  Jefier- 
son — TO  tons  by  the  steamboat  Johnson,  with 
800  troops,  ohi^y  from  the  month  of  tiie  ICs- 
souri  to  Council  Blufb,  600  miles,  oost  the 
United  States  200,000  dollars.  There  were 
other  charges  attending  the  expeditaon,  to  « 
large  amount,  so  that  it  may  be  estimated  that 
the  transportation  of  onr  troops  to  GoducaI 
Blofb,  with  all  the  necessary  snppUea,  moni- 
tions of  war,  &a,  cost  us  at  the  rate  of  nearly  « 
thooaand  dollars  per  man. 

II'  we  send  men  enough  to  Oregon  to  de&nd 
themselves,  and  establish  ntiUtary  posts  fhim 
Oouncil  Bluffs  to  the  mouth  of  OolumUa  River, 
we  ought  [o  appropriate  half  a  milliou  of  dol- 
lars as  a  b«^innin2. 

The  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  1818,  wm 
evidently  intended  to  suspend,  for  ten  year^ 
any  further  acts  of  possMsion  or  ooonpatitra, 
,  than  had  then  tokea  plaoa.    T^  oacinbd  n^ 
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cen&ry,  to  prevent  diepntee  between  the  parties. 
Ham&nitr  nod  nothing  to  do  with  this  urange- 
menL  Had  the  object  boen  to  protect  ^e 
native  owners  of  the  aoil  from  iJie  enorottoh- 
ments  of  a  white  population,  a  tuvilized  popu- 
lation, an  exterminating  popalatiou,  it  wunld 
IiAve  i>een  in  the  highest  degree  honorable  to 
the  contracting  parties.  Would  to  Heavea 
there  was  a  peipetnal  decree,  that  should  for- 
erer  secnre  to  the  aborigines  of  that  soil,  the 

8 Diet  poaaesnon  of  the  conntry  tlie;  now  enjoj. 
r  that  were  the  cose,  it  wonld  be  easy  for  the 
United  States  to  adopt  a  plan,  by  which  a  re- 
^n  otti,  least  two  hoikdred  and  fifty  thonsand 
■gnare  mllee  might  be  seonred  as  an  abiding- 
phoe  for  three  hmtdnd  tboosand  of  (he  nadTe 
children  of  the  fbrest,  who  are  otherwise  doom- 
ed, in  a  short  period,  to  be  airept  from  the  face 
of  the  earth,  by  the  aame  civilized  population 
that  hare  exterminated  the  nnmeroos  tribea 
that  onoe  possweed  the  Attantdo  States. 

From  the  meridian  of  Oonndl  BlafGi  there  is 
an  Immense  region,  extending  to  the  Rooky 
Uonntaina,  containmg  abont  160,000  square 
milea,  which,  from  the  sterility  of  the  soil,  the 
irant  of  wood  and  water,  can  never  be  c)^ti- 
Tated,  and,  of  coarse,  never  admit  of  a  oivHized 
popnlatioii.  An  aoonrete  description  of  this 
region  may  be  fonod  in  M^or  Long's  Eipedi- 
tioD,  vol.  9,  page  850.  After  describing  this 
ooontry,  he  saya,  in  page  801 — 

"In  regard  to  this  extensiTe  section  of  oountrj, 
I  do  not  Eeaitate  in  glTiag  the  opinion  that  it  is  ml- 
inoM  wholly  unfit  for  eultivation,  and  of  coune  un- 
lobabitsble  b;  a  people  depending  upon  agriculture 
loT  MbiiBtence.  Although  tnote  of  fertile  Uud, 
considerably  eiteiuiTe,  ire  ocnidonally  to  lie  met 
with,  jet  the  icucitj  of  wood  and  w&ter,  almost 
nnifonnlj  prevalent,  will  prove  an  innperable  ob- 
■Ucle  in  the  way  of  settling  the  country.  This 
objectioD  rests  not  only  against  the  inunedlate  aec- 
tion  under  eoodderation,  but  appUei,  with  equal 
proprielj,  to  ■  much  larger  portion  of  the  country. 
Agreeably  to  the  best  intelligeace  that  can  be  had 
oonceniiDg  the  country  both  Northward  and  South- 
ward of  the  section,  and  especially  to  the  inferences 
dedncible  fiom  the  aecouat  given  by  Lewis  and 
Clarke,  of  the  country  Bltoated  between  the  Hiuouri 
>ad  the  Rocky  Jfouataina,  above  the  River  Platte, 
the  vast  region  comineiidng  near  the  aonrcea  of 
the  flabine.  Trinity,  Btasoa,  and  Colorado,  and  ex- 
tending northwardly  to  the  49th  degree  of  Nortii 
Ulitade,  by  wl^h  the  United  Slatea  territory  Is 
Saited,  in  that  direction,  U,  throughout,  of  a  simi- 
lar character.  Tbe  whole  of  thS  renon  seems 
pccDltariy  adapted  as  a  range  for  bn&Ioes,  wild 
goats,  and  other  wild  game,  Incalculable  multitude* 
of  which  find  ample  pasturage  and  Bubstatence  upon 
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Btale^  inaetnuch  ss  it  is  calenlated  to 
Wrrier  to  prevent  too  great 
popalstion  westward,  and  secure  ns  against  the 
IT  incundons  of  an  enemy,  that  might 
annoy  us  in  that  qnarter." 

eem  that  nature  Imd  woiued  this 


last  reAige  to  the  trit)es  inhabiting  this  vast 
region,  bnt  this  will  fail  them,  if  we  protect 
oar  trappers  and  hantere  by  an  armed  force, 
who  are  troversing  every  part  of  this  region, 
destroyiDg  the  l>eaveT  and  bnfflilo,  and  wAloh 
most  efiecCoally  destroy  the  native  inhabitants 
by  taking  from  them  their  vetj  means  of  sab- 
eistenoe. 

The  Bookv  Mounbdno,  and  inhospitable  r^ 
gions  alining  them,  within  onr  boimdariei^ 
may  be  wtim^ed  at  ti),000  square  miles,  mak- 
ing, in  all,  200,000  square  miles  of  coontrj, 
whioh  will  never  admit  of  a  white  popnlation. 
Add  to  this  about  C0,000  square  miles  oi  tee> 
ritory,  lying  between  tlie  Kocky  Uonntaina  and 
the  Western  Ocean,  which,  altbon^  Bosoc^- 
t)le  of  a  white  popolation,  may  be  permanent^ 
seonred  by  treaties  mid  conventions  to  the  dk- 
tjves  of  the  soiL  This  wonld  altogether  form  t 
r^oa  of  260,000  square  miles — a  very  small 
portion  of  the  immense  oontinent,  which,  threo 
centuries  ago,  belonged  ezcluuvely  to  the  red 
men  of  the  then  Western  world. 

The  different  tribes  between  the  mecidian  of 
Oonncil  Bioffl  and  the  Boeky  Uonntuns,  m^ 
l>e  eatunated  at  120,000  aonla;  those  WMt  OF 
the  Bockj  Uonntdos,  at  80,000.  If  they  wse 
made  secure,  in  tho  poeseeaion  of  this  temtoij, 
their  population  wonld  increase;  andapvtof 
the  remnants  of  Uie  tribes  now  in  the  houndi 
of  the  States,  would,  with  the  aid  of  our  Oov- 
emment,  remove  into  this  reserved  territor;, 
where  they  could  hope  to  rest  in  peace.  From 
a  late  meeaage  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  it  appeare,  that  the  whole  number  «f 
Indians  remaining  in  onr  States  and  Territoriei 
may  be  eatimated  at  129,000, — all  of  whom,  it 
is  deairable,  should  remove  beyond  the  Uisd^ 
sippi.  It  is  probable  that  as  many  as  80,000 
of  them  may  be  induced  to  remove  beyond  ttie 
meridian  of  Council  Blo£b;  the  residue  will 
probably  remain  till  ther  gradually  l:>ecome  ex- 
tinct, as  numerous  and  once  powerful  tribes 
have  already  done  in  the  AUautio  States.  This 
would  make  a  populalion,  for  a  region  of  260i- 
000  square  miles,  of  S00,000  souls.  The  Britian 
Government  are  &nied  for  their  magnificent 
plans  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
human  race.  Wonld  they  not  readily  join  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  any  meas- 
nre  that  might  be  neceesary  to  secure  the 
whole  terriWry  clamed  by  both  parties  west 
of  the  Rocky  Uountuns  to  tlie  present  poeeee^ 
ora  of  the  eoill  It  is  an  object  worthy  of  the 
united  exertions  of  the  two  Governments— of 
the  united  exertjons  of  Europe  and  Amerioa. 
No  object  so  interesting  to  humanity  has  pre* 
sented  itself  to  the  present  age — we  have  !»• 
Btitutions  for  the  colonication  of  our  blook 
population — for  extending  the  benefits  of  re- 
ligion and  civilLcation  to  toe  most  remote  parte 
of  the  earth — while  the  miserable  remnants  dl 
the  innnmerable  tribes  that  once  possessed  this 
whole  oontinent,  seem  doomed  to  bo  swept  from 
the  face  of  the  earth,  by  the  irresistible  flow  of 
a  white,  civilized,  Christian  popnUtion,  with* 
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oat  one  great  efibrt  to  lave  them.  To  this 
abased  race  we  owe  an  imineDse  debt,  only  to 
be  obliterated  by  thdr  ezUrmiiiatioD,  wbiob 
TriJl  happon  in  a  Hhort  period,  quIbm  the  dvil- 
iied  world  will  extend  the  lueaDS  of  pTeeerva- 
tion.  Of  the  nameronB  tribee  that  once  trar- 
ened  the  Atlantio  States,  the  proud  and  fear- 
leas  owners  of  the  soil — Where  are  tltey  now  1 
-'With  those  who  lived  before  the  flood.  In  all 
the  old  States,  ezoept  Georgia,  there  are  to  be 
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race.  The  reddne  ezterminatod,  ezoept  a  few 
.who  have  retreated  beyond  uie  Alleghany 
HonntaiOB,  and  who  still  linger  in  this  world, 


to  lament  their  wretched  condition,  and  to  re- 
late the  melancholy  history  of  their  wrongs. 

We  have  lately  passed  a  law  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United 
Btatee,  bj  which  a  permanent  reddenoe  is  to 
be  provided  for  them  west  of  the  State  of  Wa- 
soori  and  the  Territory  of  Arkanaa&  provi- 
ded they  will  consent  to  be  transferred  to  this 
region;  and  the  Mth  of  the  nation  is  to  be 
pledged^  tliat  they  shall  be  permanently  pro- 
tected m  the  peaceable  poeseseion  of  this  ootm- 
by.  If  we  sbonld  permit  them  to  possess  the 
ooantry  eastwardly  of  the  meridian  of  Conn- 
oil  BJofts,  and  bounded  on  the  sonth  by  the 
Arkansas  Territory,  on  the  east  by  the  State 
of  Missouri  and  the  Uiesissippi  River,  and  the 
Bad  Biver,  np  to  the  latitnde  of  49,  it  wonld  be 
Jtn  addition  of  thirty  or  forty  thoa§and  sqoare 
■nilea  to  the  region  already  dewribed,  and  fur- 
nish a  safe,  ample,  and  happy  retreat  to  all  the 
faibee  who  shall  think  proper  to  embrace  the 
«ffers  of  oor  QovernmeoL  As  to  the  Oregon 
Territory,  it  can  never  be  of  any  pecnniary  ad- 
Tantage  to  the  United  States,  but  it  may  be 
made  the  means  of  promoting,  in  a  most  signal 
manner,  the  cause  c^  bnmanity ;  and  this  is  the 
best  posdble  disposilion  that  can  be  made  of 
it ;  wnile  the  worst  woald  be  the  adoption  (^ 
Um  proTisoDB  of  the  present  bill. 

lb.  D.  conolnded  by  moving  that  the  bill  lie 
cm  the  table,  which  was  carri^ — ayes  10,  noes 
IT. 

Utuigtud  Aet. 


THhtBuMttof&u  tTiUltdSlaiei: 

JOft  befbre  the  tenmnation  of  the  last  session, 
in  act  entilled  "  An  act  eoncem[Dg  viecka  on  the 
eoaat  of  Florida,"  which  •ns  then  proposed,  was 
presented  to  me,  with  many  others,  tni  approved, 
ind,  as  I  thonght,  ngned.  It  appeared,  boireTer, 
after  the  adioummeut,  that  the  evidence  of  Etich 
approbation  had  not  been  attached  to  It.  Whether 
the  act  may  be  conadered  in  force  under  inch  dr- 
cumsiancea,  is  a  point  on  which  it  belongs  not  to 
me  to  decide.  To  remove  all  doubt  on  the  aubject, 
J  submit  to  the  coouderation  of  Coagresa,  the  pro- 
priety of  paaaing  a  declaratory  act  to  that  effect. 
JAMES  MONBOK 
■Jit.  28,1825. 


KosDAT,  Febroary  28. 
Pvblie  Land*  and  Slavery. 

Mr.  Hatxe,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  sabmitted 
the  folloTring  reaolntion : 

>'  Rtialvtd  bg  the  Benzie  of  the  UnHtd  Statu, 
Tliat  Congrega  possesaea  do  power  to  appropriate 
the  public  land  of  the  United  Statea,  '  to  conatitata 
and  form  ■  fund  to  aid  the  emancipation  of  elives,' 
within  any  of  the  United  States,  or  '  to  aid  the  re- 
moval of  such  daves ;'  and  that,  to  constitnte  such 
a  ftmd,  or,  'to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,'  tor  the  appropriation  thereof  towards  theae 
attjecla,  vowU  bt  a  departnre  from  the  conditions 
and  ifdrit  of  the  compact  between  the  several 
States ;  and  that  such  measorei  would  be  dangerona 
to  the  safety  of  the  Statea  holing  slaves,  and  be 
calculated  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 

Mr.  HaixB  aud,  that,  in  aaking  the  leave  of 
the  Senate  to  lay  the  foregoing  rseolotion  on 
the  table,  he  was  calllns  tiieir  attention  to  m 
snbject  of  the  most  vitsl  importanoe  to  thoas 
whom  be  had  the  honor  to  represent,  and  oloeely 
oonneoted  with  the  righia  and  interests  of  the 
Sonthem  States.  It  wonld  be  reoolleoted  that 
a  resolution  had  been  anbniitted  a  few  days 
up,  by  an  honorable  gentleman  trom  Kew  York, 
Qix.Kisa,)  which  proposed,  (leithtnU  ang  r»- 
qv,e*t  from  tA«  StaUi,  or  any  call  by  them  tm. 
the  General  Govenunent  for  aid,)  to  set  aparL 
and  pledge  a  fond,  for  the  emancipation  and 
removal  from  the  United  States,  "  of  ench  slaves 
SB,  by  the  laws  of  the  States,  respectively,  nuur 
be  allowed  to  be  emaooipated  and  removed: 
which  resolution  had  been  laid  npoD  the  table, 
with  a  declaration,  that  it  was  not  to  be  oalled 
up  for  consideration.  This  coarse  bad  pot  it 
oot  of  the  power  cf  the  Sonthem  memberi^ 
whose  oonstitaents  were  deeply  interested  in 
the  proportion,  to  show  the  nnconstitational 
character  and  dangerous  tendency  of  measnrea 
of  this  nature.  The  only  conrse  which  was  left 
fliem  to  pursue,  was  to  lay  on  the  table  a  counter 
resoiotian,  int^ded  as  a  lolemn  proieit  agunat 
any  unsolicited  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government,  with  the  sabject,  which. 
properly  belonged  to  the  States,  and  which  in- 
volved not  only  the  peace  bat  the  eiiateoce  of 
those  States — a  subject  with  which  it  was  coa< 
oeived  the  Federal  Oovemment  had  nothing  to 
do,  and  concerning  which  Congress  conld  not 
possess  that  species  of  information  necesaaiT' 
to  wise  and  sue  legislation. 

The  reeolnlion  was  laid  on  the  table  aooordr 

ingiy.  

TuitBDAT,  March  1. 
Oeeapatum  <if  U«  Oregon  Eieer. 

Mr.  Hatsb  renewed  the  motion  to  take  op 
the  bill  aothorizing  the  occapation  of  the  mouta 
of  the  Oregon  River.  He  thought  that  jnstioe 
required  that  an  opportonity  should  be  given  to 
the  gentleman  from  IDssonri,  (Mr.  Bbbton,)  to 
answer  the  statements  aud  argomenta  delivered 
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hj  Mr.  DiOKUSON  against  the  bU).  It  wu  a 
matUr  of  pnblio  intenst  that  Um  uiformation 
which  he  possesaad  on  the  satjeoC  ihtnild  go  to 
tite  pnblio;  and  as  soon  aa  that  RentlemaQ 
ahonld  have  nibmitted  hta  viewa  to  Uie  Senate, 
Kr.  U.  s^  he  wonld  agree  to  postpone  the  bill. 

Hr.  CoAADLKB  oppoaed  tlte  taMng  up  the 
bill,  for  the  i«aatina  he  hod  before  stated.  He 
tlioagfat  it  was  best  to  act  first  on  the  bntdneas 
necesBBry  to  be  paaeed,  and  then  wonld  be  a  very 
good  time  to  debate  a  bill  which  there  was  no 
fiitaation  of  pasting  dnring  the  present  session. 

Tlie  motion  to  take  op  the  bill  prevailed; 
and  the  Senate  went  Into  Committee  of  the 
Thole  on  it,  Mr.  Elliott  in  the  oh^. 

Hr.  Bestos,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dioksbso^,  said, 
that  he  had  not  intec^ed  to  speak  to  this  bilL 
Alwaya  nnwillii^  to  ttespaaa  upon  &e  time  and 
patieaoe  of  the  Seoat^hewaapartlonlarlysoat 
thia  moment,  when  the  seanon  was  drawing  to 
a  oloM,  and  a  bnndred  billa  apon  the  table 
wet«  each  demanding  attention.  The  oocnpa- 
tioa  of  the  Colombia  Biver  was  a  snbjeot  which 
had  engaged  the  dehberationa  of  Oongrees  for 
four  years  past,  and  the  minds  of  genOemea 
might  be  sappoeed  to  be  made  np  npon  it^ 
B«tin«  Qpon  this  belief^  Mr.  B.  as  reporter  of 
the  bill,  had  limited  himsdf  to  the  dnty  of 
watching  its  progress,  and  of  holding  hiniself  in 
madinnm  to  answer  any  inquiries  which  might 
be  pQV  Inqniries  he  oertainlj  expected ;  bnt  a 
general  asBanlt,  at  this  late  stage  of  the  sesaion, 
upon  the  prindple,  the  policy,  and  the  detuls 
of  the  bill,  had  not  been  antiaipated.  Snoh  an 
Msaalt,  had,  however,  been  made  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Jers^,(Mr.  D.J  and  Mr.  B.  wonld  be 
aobjtbf  nl  to  hia  dnty  If  he  did  not  repel  it.  In 
dischai^ing  this  daty,  he  wonld  lose  no  time  In 
going  over  the  gonlleman's  oalcnlaticois  aboat 
the  expense  of  getting  a  monber  of  Congress 
from  the  Oregon  to  the  Potomac;  nor  wonld 
be  solve  hia  difficnltiee  abont  the  abortest  and 
best  roDte ;  whether  Cape  Horn  should  be 
donbled,  a  new  roate  explored  under  the  North 
p(de,  or  monutains  climbed,  whose  aapiring  som- 
mita  present  twelve  feet  of  deling  snow  to  the 
bamuig  rays  of  a  Jnly  son.  Mr.  B.  looked  npon 
tiieae  calenlationa  ajid  problems  as  so  many 
dadies  of  the  gentleman's  wit,  and  admitted 
that  wit  was  an  exoellent  artdele  in  debate, 
eqnaUy  oonvenient  for  embellishing  an  argn- 
ment,  and  concealing  the  want  of  one.  Por 
whi*^  of  these  pnrposee  the  Senator  Irom  New 
Jersey  had  amoaed  the  Senate  with  the  wit  in 
qneetiofl,  it  was  not  for  Mr.  B.  to  nay,  nor  shoold 
ne  undertake  to  distttrb  Mm  in  the  quiet  ei^oy- 
ment  of  the  honor  which  he  had  won  thereby. 
Leaving  all  that  ont  of  view,  he  wonld  proceed 
Erectly  to  expose  and  oonfnte  those  ports  of  the 
gentleman's  argument  in  which  he  bad  &Tored 
the  pretendons  of  Great  Britain  at  the  expense 
of  the  rights  and  interests  of  his  own  country. 
These  rarts  are — 

IsL  Bis  admisdos  of  dtl^  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britiun,  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Oolnmbia 
Vijv. 


8d.  His  dedarstioQs  that  the  United  Statea 
were  preolnded  from  occupying  the  oonntiT  Ml 
the  Oolambia  Biver  by  the  thkd  article  of  the 
London  oonvenlJoD  of  1818. 

8d.  His  menace  of  a  conflict  with  Great  Brit- 
ain if  we  presumed  to  oconpy  it. 

It  is  now,  Mr.  Preddent,  contdnned  Mr.  B.,  pre< 
dsely  two  and  twenty  years  since  a  contest  for 
the  Oolnmbia  has  been  going  on  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain.  The  contest 
originated  with  the  discovery  of  the  river  itselC 
The  moment  that  we  discovered  it,  she  claimed 
it ;  and  without  a  oolor  of  title  in  her  hand,  she 
lias  labored  ever  since  to  overreach  ns  in  the 
arte  of  negotiattoo,  or  to  bully  as  ont  of  oar  dis- 
oovetT  by  menaces  of  war. 

In  the  year  1790,  a  dtizen  of  the  TTnited  States^ 
OapLGray,  of  Boston,  ^soovered  the  Golambta 
at  its  entrance  into  the  sea ;  and  in  1  SOS,  Lewis 
and  Clarke  were  sent  by  the  Govemmeot  of  the 
United  States,  to  oompkte  the  diaoovery  d 
tbewhole  river  from  its  source  downwards,  and 
to  take  fonnal  poaseasion  in  the  name  of  their 
Government.  In  1798,  Sir  Aleiander  McKenrie 
had  been  sent  from  Canada  by  the  British  Oov- 
enanentto  effect  the  same  object;  bnt  he  missed 
the  soorcea  of  the  river,  fell  upon  the  Taemtteht 
Tute,  and  struck  the  Pacific  abont  five  hundred 
mileB  to  the  northofthemonth  of  the  Oolnmbia. 

In  1808  the  United  States  acquired  LonisiaDa, 
and  with  it  an  open  mieetion  <a  boundaries  for 
that  vaat  province.  On  the  side  of  Mexico  and 
Florida,  this  question  was  to  be  settled  with  the 
King  of  8p^;  on  the  north  and  northwest 
with  the  King  of  Great  Britdn.  It  happened 
in  the  very  time  that  we  were  signing  a  treaty 
in  Paris  for  the  aoqulntion  of  Lonisiana,  tbid 
we  were  signing  ancrthor  in  London  for  the  ad- 
JQstment  rf  the  boundary  line  between  the 
northwest  possessions  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  The  negotiators 
of  each  were  ignorant  of  what  the  others  had 
done ;  and  on  remitting  the  two  treaties  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Btates,  for  ratification,  that 
for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was  ratified  with- 
out reetriotion;  theother  with  the  exception  of 
the  fifth  article.  It  was  this  article  which  ad- 
Jnsted  the  bonndaiy  line  between  the  United 
Stetes  and  Great  Britain,  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  head  of  the  Miadsappi ;  and  tho 
Senate  reftised  to  ratifV  it,  because,  by  possitdl* 
ity,  it  might  Jeopard  tne  northern  bonndary  of 
Louiaana,  The  treaty  was  sent  back  to  London, 
the  fifth  article  expunged ;  and  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, aottns  then  as  npon  a  late  occasion, 
r^eoted  the  whole  treaty,  when  she  tailed  In 
secnring  the  predae  advantage  of  which  she 
was  in  sesrcli. 

In  the  year  1807^  another  treaty  was  neojti- 
ated  between  the  United  Statea  and  Great  Brit- 
iun, The  negotiators  on  both  sides  were  then 
possessed  of  the  fact,  that  Lonisiana  belonged  to 
tho  United  States,  and  that  her  boundnnes  to 
the  north  and  west  were  nndeflnod.  The  settle- 
ment of  this  bocndary  was  a  point  In  the  ne- 
gotiation, and  oontinned  efEbrts  were  made  hf 
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the  Britiah  Plecipotentiaiiea  to  oTerreaob  the 
Americans,  with  reep«ot  to  the  coimtry  west  of 
the  Kooky  Uonntaiiis.  Without  preaenting  as; 
clwm,  they  endeavored  "  to  leaw  a  n«(  egg  for 
fatare  pretention*  in  that  guarUr. "  (State 
Poperi,  1822-'8.)  ITnsDj,  an  artiole  was  agreed 
to.  The  49th  degree  of  North  latitude  was  to 
be  followdd  we&t,  as  &r  aa  the  territoriee  of  the 
tvo  countries  eiteaded  in  that  direotion,  with  a 
proviso  against  ita  application  to  the  oonntr; 
west  of  the  BwAy  Mountains.  Thia  trea^ 
diared  the  Me  of  that  of  180S.  It  woe  never 
ratified.  For  oansea  unconnected  with  the  ques- 
tions of  boundary,  it  was  r^©ct«d  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son without  a  referenoe  to  the  Senate. 

At  Ghent,  in  1814,  the  attempta  of  1808  and 
1807  were  renewed.  The  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries offered  articles  upon  the  enhject  of  the 
bonndary.  and  of  the  Northwest  Ooast,  of  the 
same  character  with  those  previously  offered ; 
bat  nothing  ooold  be  agreed  npon,  and  noQiiug 
inioik  the  anl^ect  was  inserted  in  the  Treaty 
ngned  at  that  place. 

At  London,  in  1818,  the  nesotialioiu  upon 
thia  point  were  renewed;  and  tiie  British  Oov- 
enunent,  for  the  firat  time,  nnoovered  the  ground 
npon  which  its  pret«nsion8  rested.  Its  plenipo- 
tentiaries, Mr.  RobinHon  aud  Mr,  Qoulbourn,  as- 
«ertod,  (to  give  them  the  benefit  of  their  own 
-words,  aa  reported  by  Heesra.  Qallatin  and 
Bush,)  "  That  former  vojagei  and  prjodpally 
that  of  Cc^tun  Oook,  gave  to  Great  Britain  the 
lights  derived  from  discovery,  and  tiiey  alluded 
to  Durchases  from  the  natives  aocth  of  the  river 
Columbia,  which  they  alleged  to  have  been  made 
prior  to  the  American  Revolution.  They  did 
not  CHke  any  formal  proposition  for  a  bonndary, 
but  iotiioated  that  the  river  iteelf  was  the  most 
AonT«iient  that  oonld  be  adopted,  and  that  they 
ironld  not  avree  to  any  woioh  did  not  give 
them  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wmp  In 
Oommon  with  the  United  States. " — Lelttrfrom 
Metm.  Galtaiiii  and  Euth,Oetobw  20, 1820. 

To  this  the  American  Henipot^ntiariea  an- 
swered, in  a  way  bettor  calculated  to  encourage 
than  to  repulse  the  groimdless  pretensions  of 
Great  Britain.  "  We  did  not.  assert,  (continue 
theae  geuUemen,  in  the  same  letter,)  we  did  not 
assert  that  the  United  States  had  a  [wrfect  right 
to  that  cooatry,  but  insisted  that  their  claim 
iras  at  least  good  against  Great  Britain.  We 
did  not  know,  with  precision,  what  value  onr 
GoTenim«nt  set  on  the  country  to  the  west- 
ward of  these  monntaina ;  but  we  were  not 
authorized  to  enter  into  any  agreement  which 
should  be  tantamount  to  an  abandonment  of 
the  claim  to  it.  It  was  at  last  agreed,  but,  as 
we  thought,  witti  some  reluctance  on  the  part 
'  of  the  Srituih  Plutipotentiariea,  that  the  conn- 
try  on  the  Northwest  Coast,  claimed  by  either 
party,  should,  without  pr^ndice  to  the  claims 
of  either,  ana  for  a  limited  time,  be  opened  for 
the  purposes  of  trade,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
both  countries." 

The  substance  of  this  agreement  was  hieorted 
lu  the  oonvention  of  Oot^r,  181S.    It  oonsti- 
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tntee  the  third  article  of  that  Treaty,  and  is  the 
same  upon  which  the  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey (Mr,  DiOKKHSOn)  relies,  for  excluding  the 
United  States  from  the  occupation  of  the  Go- 
Inmbia. 

fa  subsequent  negotiationa,  the  Britiah  Agents 
ftirther  rested  their  claim  upon  the  discov- 
eries of  MoEende,  in  1793,  the  seizore  of  A»- 
toria,  during  the  1at«  war,  end  the  Nooitka 
Sound  Treaty  of  1790. 

Such  an  exhibition  of  titie,  said  Mr.  B.,  is 
ridiculous,  and  would  be  contemptible  in  the 
hands  of  any  other  power  than  tltat  of  Great 
Britun.  Of  thft  five  grounds  of  claim  which 
she  has  set  up,  not  one  of  them  is  tenable 
against  the  sligntest  examination.  Ooob  never 
saw,  much  leea  took  possession  ot,  any  part  of 
the  Northwest  coast  of  America,  in  the  latitude 
of  the  Colnmbia  Itiver.  AU  his  discoveries 
were  far  north  of  that  point,  and  not  one  of 
them  was  followed  np  by  possession,  without 
wliioh,  the  fact  of  discovery  would  confer  do 
titie.  The  Indians  were  not  even  named,  from 
whom  the  purchases  are  stated  to  have  beea 
made  anterior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  Not 
a  single  particular  is  given  which  could  identify 
a  transaction  of  the  kind.  The  only  circum- 
stance mentioned  applies  to  the  locality  of  the 
Indiana  aupposed  to  have  made  the  aale,  and 
that  circumstance  invalidates  the  whole  claim. 
They  ore  s^d  to  have  reuded  to  the  "  South''^ 
of  the  Columbia ;  by  aonB»)nence  they  did  oot 
reside  upm  it,  and  oould  have  no  right  to  aell 
a  country  of  which  they  were  not  the  poe- 

McKenzie  was  sent  out  from  Canada  in  the 
year  1788,  to  ^scover  at  Its  head,  the  river 
which  Oaptun  Gray  had  discovered  at  its 
mouth,  three  years  before.  But  McKenzie 
missed  the  object  of  his  search,  and  struck  the 
Pacific  five  hundred  miles  to  the  north,  as  I 
have  already  stated.  The  seizure  of  Astoria, 
during  the  war,  was  an  operation  of  arms,  con- 
ferring no  more  title  upon  Great  Britain  to  the 
Columbia,  than  the  capture  of  Oastine  and  De- 
troit gave  her  to  Maine  and  Michigan.  This 
new  ground  of  dsjm  was  set  up  by  Mr.  Basot, 
hia  Britannic  Mtgesty's  Ambassador  to  this  Re- 

Snblio,  in  1817,  and  set  up  in  a  way  to  oontra- 
ict  and  reUnquiah  all  their  other  pretended 
titiee.  Mr.  Bogot  was  remonatrating  against 
the  occupation,  by  the  United  States,  of  the 
Colnmbia  River,  and  reciting  that  it  hod  been 
taken  possession  at,  in  his  Mf^esty's  name,  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  "  amd  had  siiicb  heen  00HBn>- 
SRGD  ai  formiiig  a  part  of  Mt  Majetiy't  domin- 
iofu."  The  word  ^linee,"  is  exeluaive  of  all 
previous  pretension,  and  the  Ghent  Treaty, 
which  stipulates  for  the  restoration  of  all  the 
captured  posts,  is  a  complete  extiuguisher  to 
this  idle  pretension.  Finally,  the  British  nego- 
tiators have  been  driven  to  take  shelter  under 
the  Nootka  Somid  Treaty  of  1700.  The  ohM- 
act«r  of  that  treaty  was  well  understood  at 
die  time  that  it  was  made,  and  its  terms  will 
speak  for  themselves  at  the  present  day.     It 
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Via  &  treaty  of  concession,  and  not  of  aoqiiiH' 
tloa  of  righta,  on  the  port  of  Qraot  Britain. 
It  was  so  obaraoterued  bj  the  opporition,  and 
to  admitted  to  be  bj-  the  minietrj,  at  the  time 
of  its  oommiuiicatiim  to  the  Britiui  Parliainent 

[Here  Ur.  B.  road  passages  from  the  speeches 
of  Mr.  Fox  and  Ur.  Pitt,  to  prove  the  oharao- 
ter  of  this  treatj.] 

"Mr.  Fox  uid.  What,  then,  wu  the  eitent  of 
Mr  rights  before  the  conTention — (vhether  od- 
i^ted  or  denied  b;  Spain  was  of  no  consequence) 

■ml  to  what  extent  were  they  now  Becored  to 
OS  t  We  poBsened  and  Bietciaed  the  jree  oaT^a- 
tiOD  of  the  Ptdflc  Ocean,  without  leatiunC  or  hm- 
itatiom.  We  possessed  and  eserdsed  the  risht  of 
eaiTTing  on  Saheries  In  the  South  Seas  equaUj 
Emited.     This  was  no  barren  right,  bat  a  rigl 


prodooe  of  it  had  iiMreased,  In  five  jeais,  from 
tvelre  to  uinetr-seren  thousand  poonds  ateriine. 
TUa  estate  we  had,  and  were  daily  improring ;  Tt 
was  not  to  be  dtagraoed  by  the  name  of  an  acqiufi- 
lion.  The  admission  of  part  of  these  right?,  by 
E|iain,  waa  all  we  had  obt^ed.  Our  right,  before, 
*«•  to  settle  in  any  part  of  the  Booth  or  Northwest 
Coast  of  America,  not  forUfied  against  as  by  pre- 
TioDB  ocenpancy,  aad  we  were  now  reatrioted  to 
settle  in  certain  places  only,  and  under  certain  re- 
rtrietiona.  This  was  an  important  concession  on 
our  part.  Our  rights  of  fishing  extended  to  tlie 
whole  ocean,  and  now  it,  too,  was  limited,  and  to 
be  carried  on  within  certain  distances  of  the  Span- 
iah  settlements.  Our  right  of  making  settlementa 
was  not,  as  now,  a  rieht  to  build  huts,  but  to  plant 
eekodea,  if  we  Ihoeght  proper.  Sorely  these  were 
not  mcqnisUons,  or  rather  conquests,  as  they  must 
be  eonaidered,  if  we  were  to  Judge  by  the  trium- 
phant language  respecting  them,  but  gnat  and  im- 
portant coQceaaoua."  "By  the  tUrd  article,  we 
ere  anthorized  to  navigate  .the  Paclllo  Ocean  tnS 
Boiith  Scaa,  unmoleated.  Cor  the  purpose  of  carrying 
amour  fiflheriea,  and  tolandontneonsettledcoast^ 
Ibr  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the  naUres ;  but, 


tioo,  fishery,  and  commerce,  cornea  another  article, 
the  (dxth,  which  takes  away  the  right  of  landing, 
and  erecting  even  tamponry  huts,  for  any  porpoae 
b<rt  that  of  earryine  on  the  flahery,  and  amounta  to 
a  complete  dereliction  of  all  right  to  aettle  In  any 
way  for  the  purpose  of  commerce  with  the  Datives. 
—BritUh  Parliamtntary  Htdory,  Vol.  iS,  p.  990, 

Hr.  Pitt,  in  reply.  "  Having  finished  that  part 
of  Mr.  Foi'b  speech  which  refiured  l«  the  repara- 
tioo,  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  the  nait  point,  namely, 
that  gentleman's  argnmeot  to  prove,  that  the  other 
articles  of  the  convention  were  mere  eoncesdons, 
and  not  acqniBitions.  In  answer  to  this,  Hr.  Pitt 
maintained,  that,  though  what  this  eountry  had 
gained  consisted  not  of  new  rights,  it  certainly  did 
of  new  advantages.  We  bad,  before,  a  right  to  the 
Eonthem  whale  fishery,  and  a  right  to  navigate  and 
earrj  on  fisheries  in  Uie  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  trade 
on  die  eoaata  of  any  part  ef  Korthweat  America ; 
but  OiaX  right  not  only  had  not  been  acknowledged, 
hot  tfispuled  and  resisted ;  whereaa,  by  the  con- 
ventioii,  it  was  secured  to  us — a  circumstance 
which,  thou^  no  new  right,  was  a  new  advan- 
tage."—Anw-p.V'  1W2. 

Bnt,  ocmtimied  Mr.  Hvsrov,  we  need  not 


take  the  character  of  the  treaty  even  from  the 
hi^h  authority  of  these  rival  leaders  in  the 
Bntish  Parliament  The  treaty  will  speak  for 
itself.  I  Lave  it  in  wj  hand,  and  will  read  the 
article  relied  upon  to  soatain  the  British  claim 
to  the  Oolnmbia  River ; 

ArtiOt  SdjO/thi  Ifoolta  Somid  Treaty. 

"In  order  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  friendahlfL 
and  to  preserve,  in  future,  a  perfect  harmony  and 
good  understanding  between  the  two  contracting 
parties.  It  Is  agreed  that  their  rCBpectivc  eubjecla 
shall  not  be  disturbed  or  molested,  either  in  navi- 
gating or  canring  on  their  fisheries  in  the  Paciflo 
Ocean,  or  in  the  South  Seas,  or  in  landing  on  the 
coasts  of  those  seas  in  places  not  already  occupied, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  their  commerce  with 
the  natives  of  the  country,  or  of  making  settlementa 
there,  the  whole  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  re- 
BtricUona  and  provldona  specified  in  the  three  fol- 
lowing articleB." 

The  particnlar  claDse  of  this  article,  relied 
upon  by  the  advocates  for  the  British  claim,  is 
that  which  gives  the  right  of  ItKiding  on  parts 
of  the  Korthweat  Coast,  not  already  otoupied, 
for  the  pnrpoee  of  oarrjisff  oa  eommeree,  and 
making  Mttiamtnt*,  The  first  inquiry  atWng 
upon  this  duiBe  is,  whether  the  coast,  in  the 
latitude  of  the  Oolombia  River,  was  nnoccnpied 
at  the  date  of  the  Kootka  Sonnd  Treaty !  The 
answer  is  in  the  affirmative.  The  oecond  is, 
whether  the  English  landed  open  this  coast 
while  it  was  so  nnoccupied !  Ilie  answer  is  in 
the  negative ;  and  this  answer  puts  an  end  to 
all  pret«nBion  of  British  oldip  fonnded  upon 
this  treaij,  without  leaving  us  under  the  neoee* 
sitj  of  recurring  to  the  fiict  that  the  permistitm 
to  land,  and  to  make  tettlaneati,  so  far  from 
contemplating  an  aoquieition  of  territory,  VSS 
limited,  by  snbseqtLent  restrictions,  to  the  erec- 
tion of  temporary  hnta  for  the  personal  accom- 
modation of  fishermen  and  traders  only. 

The  tmtli  is,  Ur.  President,  continned  Ur. 
B.,  Great  Britain  has  no  color  of  title  to  the 
oonntry  In  qnestion.  She  sets  up  cone.  There 
is  not  a  paper  upon  the  fiice  oT  the  eartJi  in 
which  a  British  llimst^r  has  stated  a  d^m.  I 
BD^ak.  of  the  King's  Uinisters,  and  not  of  the 
Agents  mnployed  by  them.  The  claims  we 
have  been  examining  are  thrown  ont  in  the 
coDversationa  and  notes  of  Diplomatic  Agents, 
No  English  Hiniater  has  ever  put  his  name  to 
them,  and  no  one  will  ever  risk  his  character  aa 
a  statesman  by  ventnring  to  do  so.  The  claim 
of  Qreat  Britain  is  nothing  but  a  naked  preten-  . 
sion,  fonnded  in  the  double  prospect  of  benefit- 
ing hefsel^  and  injnring  the  United  States. 
The  for  trader,  Sir  Alexander  McEcnaie,  is  at 
the  bottom  of  thia  policy.  Failing  iu  his  at. 
tempt  to  explore  the  Colnmhia  itiver,  in  1798, 
he  neverthdess  urged  upon  the  British  Govern- 
ment the  advantages  (Staking  it  to  henelf,  end 
of  expelling  the  Americans  from  the  whole  re- 
^OD  west  of  the  Kocky  Monnt^ns.  The  ad- 
vioe  accorded  too  well  with  tiie  pinions  and 
policy  of  that  Qovemment,  to  be  disregarded. 
It  is  a  Qovermaoit  whlob  has  lost  no  tin)orta- 
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Dity,  MDce  the  p«aoe  of  '88,  „ 

iteelf  at  tbe  expense  of  tiie  United  Btatea.  It 
Ib  ft  GoTenunent  whioh  listens  to  the  eaggw- 
tiona  of  it3  eqiwieaced  mtyects,  nod  thus  an 
individual,  in  the  homble  station  of  a  for 
trader,  has  pointed  ont  the  polio?  which  bu 
been  puraoM  by  every  MiniBter  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, from  Pitt  to  Canning,  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  which  a  war  is  now  menaced. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  following  pasBages 
from  Sir  Alexander  UcEeoae's  History  of  the 
Fur  Trade.] 

'■  The  Simiuu,  mho  flnt  disoorered  tiiat,  along 
the  cowu  of  Abu,  no  asefiil  or  ra^uhr  Da*i^tton 
existed,  opeaed  an  iDterior  coniiDumeation  bj  nrera, 
he.,  and  through  that  long  and  wide  extended  con- 
tlaeat,  to  the  Etmit  that  teparatee  Aaia  Irom 
AnericK,  o>er  which  they  passed  to  the  American 
continent.     Our  dtuB^on  is,  at  length,  in  some  de- 

K),  amDar  to  theirs  :  the  noD-eitEteuce  of  a  prac- 
Ue  pasMge  by  aea,  and  the  existence  of  one 
tiuoDgh  the  continent,  are  clearly  proved,  and  it 
Teqtdrca  only  the  countenance  and  eupport  of  the 
BriUih  Oovernment  to  iocreaae,  in  a  very  ample 
pn»iottion,  tliis  nationil  adTuttage,  uid  secure  ^e 
tnde  of  that  country  to  its  subjects."  "By  the 
liTeTS  that  discharge  tbemselveB  into  Hudson's  Bay, 
at  Port  Nelson,  it  is  proposed  to  cairy  on  the  trade 
to  their  source,  at  Che  head  of  the  Saakatchiwine 
Siver,  which  rises  in  the  Bocky  Uoontsins,  not  eight 
degrees  of  longitade  from  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The 
Columbia  Sovs  from  the  same  mountains.  Mid  dis- 
charges Itself  into  the  Pacific  in  norUi  latitude 
W>  20'.  Both  of  them  are  capable  of  receiving 
ships  at  tfaeir  mouths,  and  are  navigable  throughout 
tor  boats."  "Bn* whatever  course  maybe  taken 
from  the  Atlantic,  the  Ooivmbia  it  the  Hnt  of  cvm- 
mmieatUm  from  iht  FaeijU  Oetan,  pointed  out  by 
nature,  as  it  is  tb«  only  navigable  ilver  in  the  whole 
extent  of  Yaneouver's  minute  survey  of  that  coast ; 
Its  banks,  also,  form  the  first  levtd  coniitry  in  all 
the  SDUthem  extent  of  continental  ooaatfrom  Cook's 
Sntry ;  and,  conseqnently,  the  most  northern  sita- 
■Uon,  suitable  to  the  residence  of  advibiedpeDide. 
By  opening  this  btercourse  between  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  Oceans,  and  farming  regular  establish- 
ments through  the  interior,  and  at  both  extremes, 
U  well  OS  along  the  coast  and  islands,  the  entire 
command  of  the  fur  trade  of  North  America  might 
be  obtuncd,  from  latitude  48°  to  the  pole,  eicept 
that  portion  of  it  which  the  BuasEana  nave  in  the 
Padfie.  To  this  may  be  added,  the  fishing  hi  both 
■eas,  and  the  market  of  the  four  qoarters  of  the 
globe.  Such  would  be  the  field  for  commercial 
•oterprise,  and  incaloolable  would  be  the  produce 
of  It,  when  Bupported  by  the  operatioas  of  that 
oredit  and  cajdtal  wUch  Great  Britidn  so  pre- 
eminently poMeuea.  Then  wonld  tUa  conntry  be- 
gin to  be  lemnnerated  for  the  expense  tt  has  sus- 
tained In  discovering  and  surveying  tbe  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  which  is  at  preaent  left  to  American 
adventurers,  who,  without  regularity  or  capital, 
the  desire  of  conciliating  future  confidence,  look 
altogether  to  the  interests  of  the  moment  Sneh 
adventurers,  and  many  of  them,  as  I  have  been 
formed,  have  been  very  sncceesful,  would  instantly 
disappear  from  before  a  well-iegnlated  trade."- 
"  Many  poMtlcal  reasons,  which  it  is  not  necessary 
here  to  eaumer&te,  must  present  themselves  to  the 
nlnd  of  every  man  aeqaainted  with  the  enlarged 


syatera  and  capacities  of  British  commerce,  in  sup- 
port of  tbe  measures  whioh  I  have  briefly  suf^seted, 
as  promidng  the  most  important  advantages  to  the 
trade  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

For  a  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  vest  of  tbe  Uissb- 
sippi,  HcEeniie  proposes  the  latitade  of  4S  de- 
grees, becBose  that  Istltnde  is  neoeasary  to  give 
the  Oolnmbia  lUver  to  Great  Britain.  His 
words  are:  "Let  the  line  b^in  where  it  may 

the  Missisappi,  it  most  be  continued  west, 

.  it  terminates  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  t&e 
ttmik  qf  the  (hlumbia." 

Mr.  B.  sud,  it  was  cnrions  to  observe  with 
what  closeness  every  suggestion  of  McKenzIa 
had  been  followed  np  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment He  recommended  that  the  Hudson  B^ 
andNorthwestCompany  should  be  united;  and 
they  have  been  united.  He  proposed  to  extend 
the  fhr  trade  of  Canada  to  the  diore  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean ;  and  It  has  been  so  extended.    He 

ipoaed  that  a  ohaiii  of  trading  poets  sbonld 
formed  throngh  the  continent,  from  aea  to 
sea ;  and  it  baa  been  formed.  He  recommend- 
ed that  no  boundary  line  ahonld  be  agreed  upon 
with  the  United  States,  which  did  not  give  th© 
Oolnmbia  River  to  tbe  British ;  and  the  Britiah 
ministry  declare  that  none  other  shall  be 
formed.  He  proposed  to  obtain  the  command 
of  the  fur  trade  from  latirade  4G  degreea 
Kortb ;  and  they  have  it  even  to  tbe  Wandan 
Villagea,  and  the  neighborbood  of  the  Comuul 
Bluffs.  He  reeommended  the  eipnlsion  <^ 
American  tredera  from  the  whcde  region  wMt 
of  the  Kocky  Monntains ;  and  they  are  expdled 
from  it.  He  proposed  to  command  the  eona* 
merce  of  tbe  Facifio  Ocean ;  and  it  will  be 
oommanded  the  moment  a  British  fleet  takca 
pomtion  in  tbe  month  of  the  Columbia.  Be- 
ddes  these  specified  advantages,  McKende  al- 
ludes to  other  " poliUeal  eormderatioju,'"  which 
it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  particnlarixe. 
Doubtless  it  was  not  Tbey  were  snfGcienUy 
understood.  They  are  the  same  which  induced 
the  retention  of  the  Korthwestem  posts,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  treaty  of  1T8S ;  the  same  which 
induced  the  aoqnisition  of  Gibraltar,  tbe  Oape 
of  Good  Hope,  tbe  islands  of  Ceylon  and  Mad- 
agascar ;  the  same  which  {nake  Great  Britain 
covet  the  poasession  of  every  commanding  pcei- 
tion  in  tbe  foor  qnarters  of  tbe  globe, 

Hr.  B.  here  adverted  to  tbe  inoonsistoncy,  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  of  following  the  41lth 
paruld  to  the  summit  of  tbe  Kocky  Mount^na, 
and  refusing  to  follow  it  any  farther.  He 
affirmed  that  the  principle  which  would  make 
that  paralld  a  boundary  to  tbe  top  of  tbe 
mountain,  wonid  carry  it  ont  to  tbe  Pacifio 
Ocean,  ^e  proved  tbis  assertion  by  recurring 
to  the  orinn  of  tbat  line.  It  grew  ont  of  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  tbat  treaty  which,  in  170t 
pnt  an  end  to  the  wars  of  Qneea  Anne  and 
Jjowa  tbe  14tb,  and  fixed  tbe  bonndariee  of 
their  reroective  dominions  in  North  America. 
The  tenth  article  of  that  treat?  was  iqiplicable 
to  LonisiaDa  and  to  Canada    It  provided  that 
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onen  ahoold  be  appdsted  b;  th«  two 
vowera  to  adjtut  the  bomi^iT'  between  them. 
The  oommiaaoiien  were  sppoiated,  and  did  fix 
it.  The  paraUd  of  40  delves  was  fiiad  upon 
w  the  common*  bonndarj,  fromtiia  Lake  of  the 
"Woods,  "tnd4*»»(«^&K4«F<»(."  Thisbonn- 
daiywuftoqaieeoedinforahnndredTMra.  B7 
propoainx  .to  follow  it  to  the  Bommit  of  the 
Sock;  Junmtaina,  the  Brittah  Government  ad- 
mits its  Tsliditj ;  bj  reftuing  to  follow  it  oat, 
Ihsf  became  obnoziona  to  the  charge  of  incon- 
riatoncy,  aod  betray  a  determinaldon  to  en- 
oxach  upon  the  tenitoiy  of  the  United  States, 
fbr  Vie  nndisgnised  pnipoae  of  salfiah  aggran- 


ICr.  B.  wonld  not  argne  the  title  of  the  Unit' 
«d  States  to  the  same  oonntry.  He  wonld 
barely  state  it,  and  affirm  that  it  was  oonae- 
crated  by  evei?  re^niaite  which  (nves  validity 
to  tlie  claims  of  nationa.    It  rested  upon, 

1.  BisooTery  of  the  Ootnmbia  Biver,  by  OapL 
Gray,  in  17S0. 

9.  Purchase  of  LooiMana  in  1808. 

8.  Discovery  of  the  Oolnmbia.  fnnn  its  head 
to  its  month,  by  Lewis  and  Olarke,  in  ISOf 

4.  Settlement  at  Aatona  in  1811. 

5.  Trea^  with  Spain  of  1619. 
Bf  these  several  titles  the  United  States  have 

«olleot«d  into  her  own  liands  all  the  rights  con- 
ferred by  first  dlsoovery  and  first  settlement 
rrinforeed  by  all  the  daims  of  France  and 


Oaptain  Gray,  of  Boston,  suling  onder  the  flag 
of  the  United  Btate^  was  the  first  navigator 
tttst  ever  saw  or  entered  that  river.  He  took 
pceseesion  of  it  in  the  name  of  his  oonntry,  be- 
stowed apon  it  a  name  which  la  nationa!  io  the 
United  States,  which  has  been  recognized  by 
all  the  powers  of  Eorope,  and  which,  in  itself, 
etmatitDtes  a.  badge  of  onr  ownerahip.  The 
purchase  of  Lonisiana  gave  na  all  the  ruhts  of 
^ain  west  of  the  Mississippi  If  it  is  oUect«d 
thst  LooiMana  oannot  be  pushed  to  the  Paoifio 


the  west ;  LoniMsna  can  „  ... 

lean  statesman  wonld  rest  a  title  to  the  North- 
west Coast  i^ott  the  naked  pnrchase  of  Looisi- 
ana  ^  bat  he  wonld  present  it  as  a  set-off  to  any 
Brib«&  claim  fonnoed  npon  the  protmsion  of 
Canada  into  the  valley  <a  the  Oolnmbia.  The 
disooveriee  of  Lewis  and  Olarke  were  strict^ 
national.  They  were  officers  in  the  service  1^ 
the  United  States.  They  wore  its  oonuniasion, 
Ixtre  its  fla^  marched  at  the  head  of  its  sol- 
diets,  and  did  all  their  acta  in  the  name  of  their 
oannOj.  They  followed  tie  Oolnmbia  fh>m  its 
Bcmroe  to  its  month,  established  friendly  rela- 
tims  with  nomerons  Indian  tribes,  took  formal 
posssaoion  of  the  whole  cooutry,  and  bestowed 
American  names,  badges  of  sovereignty,  npon 
•W7  cooridersble  stresm  and  monntsin.  In 
1811,  a  body  of  Amerioan  citizens,  sixty  or 
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eighty  in  nnmber,  crossed  the  continent  trota 
St.  Lonis  to  the  month  of  the  Oolnmbia,  met 
another  par^  which  had  come  ronnd  by  sea, 
and  fonnded  the  establishment  of  Astoria.  By 
this  act  the  title  of  the  United  States  whs  om- 
summated.  Poasosaioa  without  which  discov- 
ery woold  confer  no  absolnte  right,  now  oom* 
pleted  her  title ;  and  this  settJement,  as  an 
American  post,  was  attacked  and  captured  by 
the  arms  01  Great  Britain  during  the  late  war. 
Einally,  the  treaty  of  1819,  with  ^tdn,  by 
which  we  acquired  all  her  rights  north  of  43 
degrees,  invested  the  United  States  with  all  the 
olaima  which  that  power  possessed  to  the 
Korthwest  Coast,  lu".  B.  wonld  not  oonsnme 
the  time  of  the  Senate  in  tracing  the  titles  of 
Spfun,  They  were  nniveraally  known  to  have 
been  valid  against  Rnssia  to  latitude  SS,  and 
against  England,  thronghout  its  whole  extent. 

Having  disposed  of  the  qnestionH  of  tdtle,  Mr. 
B.  took  np  tne  next  point  of  inquiry,  that  of  ' 
possession. 

On  this  point  he  ttx^  fonr  pofdtions. 

I.  That  the  United  States  had  the  rigU  of 
possession. 

3.  That  Great  Britain  had  the  aetual  posses- 
non. 

8.  That  flhe  retitU  the  possession  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

4.  That,  after  the  year  1688,  the  party  in 
posseeaion  will  have  the  right  ot  possession  un- 
til the  question  of  title  shall  be  decided  by  anus 
or  negotiation. 

1.  On  the  flrst  pointy  the  rifit  of  possession 
on  the  part  of  the  Unit«d  States,  Ur.  B.  shonld 
not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say  any  thing 
to  an  American  Senate,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
extraordinary  position  sHsnmed  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  (Ur.  DiorsBsoif.)  That  gen- 
tleman maintains  that  the  United  States  ^ve 
no  right  to  the  possosmon  of  this  country,  and 
has  quoted  the  third  article  of  the  London  Con- 
vention of  1S18,  to  BQst^  that  Idea.  On  the 
contrary,  I  maintain  that  we  have  a  right  to  the 
pOHseesion,  ^^t,  ss  the  trae  owners  of  the 
country ;  teotmaly,  as  entitled  to  restitution 
under  the  first  article  of  the  Ghent  treaty; 
thirdly  J  as  having  a  mnteal  right  of  entry  with 
the  Bntish  for  ten  years,  nnder  the  London 
convention  above  quoted.  The  third  article  of 
this  convention  stipnlatea  that  any  eotm^ 
claimed  by  either  party,  to  the  west  of  w 
Rocky  Honntaina,  shall  be  "Jree  and  opm  to 
the  eititetu  and  luijeeli "  of  the  two  powers,  for 
the  period  of  ten  years  from  its  signature.  Vet, 
by  a  strange  prooeae  of  reasoning,  the  Senator 
troia  New  Jersey  oonstmes  this  mutttal  right 
of  entiy,  expreast;  seonred  to  the  "  dtizens " 
and  "  sutfjeots  "  of  the  "  two  "  powers,  as  an 
exdoaiTe  privil^e  granted  to  ons,  and  that  one 
not  his  own  ooontry,  bnt  the  "  mbjecta  "  of  his 
Britannic  M^eety.    But  I  will  oonfrODt  that 


probably  have  more  weight  with  turn  than  the 
argument  of  an  American  Seaatw.    Lord  0«- 
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tierw^  himMl£  at  the  tiiae  of  negotiadng  that 
teeaty,  admitted  our  right  to  the  posaeeaion. 
Hr.  Rash,  in  his  letter  to  ilr.  Adams,  of  Feb. 
181B,  aajB :  "  It  is  proper,  at  thia  atage,  to  aaj, 
tliat  Lord  Oastlareagh  admitted,  in  the  moat 
ample  extent,  our  ri^t  to  be  reinstated,  attd  l» 
(a  the  partg  in  peuemon  »hiU  treating  qf  th« 
tUie." 

2.  That  Great  Britain  now  has  t^poaMasiw, 
is  a  &ct  of  hiatorical  notoriety.  The  settle- 
ment of  ^toria,  founded  by  American  oiliaena, 
and  named  alter  an  Americao,  has  been  retained 
ever  ainoe  the  war,  oonverted  into  a  military 
poet,  and  its  name  changed  into  the  royal  Brit- 
ish spoliation  of  Fort  George^  ""  -  ■.-  • 
flonnon  are  moimted,  the  Bridah 
the  medals  of  George  the  Fourth  are  aietribnt«d 
to  tlie  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  soironnding 
tribes,  rive  other  posts  are  established  at 
proper  distances  between  the  sea  and  the  moirn- 
-  tf^ns,  BO  as  to  form  a  oomplete  chain,  from  sea 
to  sea,  along  the  oonrse  of  the  Colombia,  to 
Baskatohiwine  and  the  St.  Lawrenoe.  A  cor- 
don of  poHta,  three  thoosand  milee  in  length,  is 
•tretcbed  along  onr  flank,  for  a  pnrpoae  whioh 
erery  citiaen,  and  every  Indian  of  the  West, 
well  nnderstanda,  and  to  coonteraot  which  no 
ettait  is  made  by  the  Amerioaa  Govemmmt 
The  Colombia  Biver  ia  eoffered  to  be  ooei^ted, 
in  its  whole  extent,  by  British  arms.  The  mook 
ceremony  of  delivering  Astoria  to  Mr.  Frevoet, 
in  1618,  deceives  nobody.  The  facta  are,  that 
a  British  sloop-of-war  toached  at  lima,  in  the 
fitU  of  1818,  took  Dp  Mr.  Prevost,  carried  him 
to  Astoria,  (Fort  George,)  on  the  1st  d^  of 
October,  and  brocght  him  away  on  the  0th. 
While  there,  Mr.  Fievoat,  imder  the  anthori^ 
of  the  American  Government,  signed  a  receipt 
for  the  delivery  of  Fort  George,  and  accepted 
A  remonstrance  from  the  British  against  the 
delivery,  "vatdl&e^Tial  dtemat^f  the  r^ht 
tf  tOMTW^ty  betwam  the  two  Qcvtmmmit." 
The  possession  of  the  port  was  not  changed, 
nor  intended  to  be  ohaiiged,  by  any  tet  done  by 
Mr.  Frevoet.  He  ocnld  not  man  the  fort  bim- 
aelC  and  had  neither  soldier  nor  aaUor  to  do  it 
fbr  nim.  The  ceremony  of  lowerta^  the  Brit- 
ish flag,  and  of  hoistdng  the  American,  was  a 
piece  of  form,  arranged  beforehand,  for  the 
purpose  of  satis^og  tbe  words  of  the  Ghent 
tre^,  by  a  nominal  reetitntlon,  while  the  post 
itself  remained  with  the  English,  in  the  same 
mannw  ae  if  Mr.  Frevoet  bad  renuuned  at 
linoo.  No  attempt  has  sinoe  beoi  made  by  the 
American  Government  to  realiie  the  poseee- 
idon,  and  Fort  Geoips  with  the  whole  country 
drained  by  the  Oolumbio,  remains  to  this  day 
in  the  hands  of  the  Britieh.  The  month  of 
dutt  liver  has  beccme  a  freqnented  post  in  their 
handa.  Afi  the  goods  for  the  re^n  west  of 
t^e  Bocky  Hotmtsina,  are  imported  there,  fl«e 
of  dnty ;  and  all  the  furs  taken  in  that  ezten- 
rive  cosmtiT',  including  the  Rocky  Uomitaina, 
are  thence  exported  to  the  great  fhr  maiiceta  ta 
China  and  Sapea. 
a.  That  Great  Britain  ww«t»  the  poBBOwiomrf 
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the  United  Statea,  ia  a  &ot  <rf  which  oar  pn1>- 
lio  doonments  forniah  the  imwt 

As  eorhr  aa  Jidy,  1816,  the  Govenunoit  of 
the  United  States  tamed  its  ottei^cHi  to  the  re- 
oconpaaon  of  the  Colombia.  Claiming  its  reo- 
titntibii  under  the  fir«t  article  of  the  Ghent 
treaty,  the  Becretoiy  of  State,  Mr.  Monroe^ 
ccmformintf  to  the  naages  of  civilized  nations, 
reiraested  from  the  British  Oharg^  des  Affaires, 
at  Waehington,  Mr.  Baker,  a  letter  of  instmo- 
tiona  for  the  delivery.  ]tr.  Baker  declined  to 
give  the  letter,  npon  the  ground  that  he  had  no 
orders  from  his  Goremment  to  do  so.  In  Iftl7, 
the  British  Ambassador;  Mr.  Bagot,  mad^Vt  a 
subject  of  complaint  and  remonstrance  that  the 
Qovemment  m  the  United  Stotce  attooM  pro- 
poae  to  re-occupy  that  country,  and  treated  the 
proposition  aa  an  invadon  (rf  uie  rights  and  in- 
tercet  of  hia  Britannic  Mkfest;.  He  denied  onr 
risbt  to  be  restored  under  the  terms  of  tho 
Ghent  treaty,  taking  a  distinctitm.  where  there 
existed  no  difference,  between  tJie  cose  of  a 
poet  eaptvred  by  a  ivperier  force,  and  of  a  post 
teaeuatM  by  an  u^/Mor  (6rce,  at  the  approach 
of  a  mipenoT  one.  The  latt«r  of  theae  casu 
he  alleged  to  be  that  of  Astoria. 

In  1621,  when  the  oociqntitm  of  the  Oolom- 
bia  was  fint  presented  to  the  cuunderatdoa  of 
Oonmsa,  the  Brituh  Minister  at  Waahingbni, 
Mr.  OauniuE,  (wtM  called  npcoi  the  Secretary  ta 
State,  Mr.  AdamSj  with  a  view  to  arreet  the 
progtW  (tf  that  measure.  He  went  so  &r  as 
to  say,  that  such  ooenpotion  would  eonfiiet  vitii 
his  Hi^esty's  oltdms  in  that  quarter.  Contem- 
poraneoDB^  with  this  interferoice  and  threap 
was  the  appearance  of  nomerona  essays  in  the 
National  InteUigencer,  evidently  from  tho  pena 
of  p^wma  in  the  emplcmnent  of  England  and 
Hnssio,  attacking  and  ridiciUiiig  oil  the  <^laifns 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Northwest  Coast  of 
America.  The  essays  of  anonymooH  newspOr 
per  writers  mi^t  be  deemed  unworthy  of  no- 
tice in  this  chamber,  but  they  derive  impor> 
tance  from  the  fact  <A  the  repetition  of  their 
contents  in  the  haHs  ai  Oongreas.  Yee,  Mr. 
I^ettdent,  these  eaaa^  bare  hecome  a  msga- 
zine,  from  which  genUemen  borrow  arms  in 
attViVtrig  the  rigbta  and  interests  of  their  owa 
country ;  nor  is  there  a  weapon  of  argument 
or  ridicule  which  baa  been  employed  through- 
oat  this  debate,  which  cannot  be  traced  to  that 

4.  That  die  {Mfty  in  poaeeariou,  in  the  year 
1626,  win  have  the  WdU  of  possession  until  the 
c|ueatii»  of  title  shall  be  decided  by  anna  or 
negotiation,  is  a  etmoeqasnoe  resulting  from  the 
terms  of  the  third  artide  of  the  London  C<hh 
vention  of  1818.  (^ere  Mr.  B.  read  the  arii- 
ole,  and  oonrinned,]  It  ia  a  vulgar  earor,  Mr. 
Fresident,  to  suppose  that  by  this  oonvention, 
the  United  States  granted  to  BriUah  snbjecta 
the  rights  of  trade  and  paasage  upon  the  Oo- 
Imnbia'  Itiver,  for  the  period  of  ten  years,  tt 
would  bejnst  as  correct  to  a^y,  that  Great  Brit- 
ain gntnto  the  same  privileges  to  the  United 
States  fixT  the  same  period..  The  Act  i%  thA 
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aatOter  granta  a  privilege,  and  neither  tuxtfta 
one.  The  title  of  Mob  is  placed  upon  ft  footing 
of  perfect  equality.  Each  baa  the  right  of 
trade  and  entiy,  bj  virtne  of  bis  own  clum  to 
■orereigntjr ;  each  agreea  to  tolerate  the  trade 
and  aitxj  ra  tbe  other  for  ten  feara.  Neither 
flBrreadera  aaj  part  of  Ma  claim,  and  flie  treatf 
U  not  to  be  oonstroed  to  the  diaadTantage  ot 
tbe  tatle  of  either.  It  reeolta  from  theee  atipn- 
latitms,  that  the  par^  in  poaeeauon  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  ten  ^eara,  will  hare  the  right 
of  poMeanon  until  the  question  of  title  ahall 
be  decided.  It  reqnirea  no  Vattel  to  tell  as 
ttiifl.  The  prindple  is  the  same  in  national  and 
mrniicdpol  Ut.  When  the  title  Is  diapnted,  the 
partf  in  pomeerion  of  the  diapnted  property, 
has  a  right  to  hold  it  mitil  the  qnestion  of  titJe 
riiall  be  demded— by  a  conrt  of  jnstioe,  when 
die  dispnte  ia  between  indiTidnolH ;  hj  arms,  or 
negotiationa,  when  it  U  between  nations.  In 
the  ease  before  the  Senate,  the  TJoited  Btatea 
have  a  right  of  posseaaion  as  the  tme  (rwnerg  of 
tlie  eotmtty;  anoth^  right  nnder  tlie  Ohent 
trea^  ;  and  a  fbrther  right  of  entry,  onder  the 
terms  of  this  convention.  Bnt  the  last  right  ia 
•  limited  privilege^  which  hsa  bat  two  and  a 
half  years  to  ran.  If  it  is  suffered  to  expire,  it 
will  require  no  spirit  of  divinatjon  to  foresee 
tbe  resnlt.  AH  right  of  entry  or  poBsessioii 
wiQ  then  be  demed.  Onr  right  aa  ownera  will 
be  Bud  to  be  limited  in  tbe  convention,  which 
had  expired ;  onr  right  nnder  the  Ghent  treaty 
will  1>e  said  to  have  been  satisfied  by  the  idle 
ceremony,  rather  worse  than  useless,  in  which 
Hr.  Prevoet  was  an  aotor ;  and  having  the  poa- 
aearion  of  the  river,  a  fleet  in  its  mouth,  bat- 
tericM  Dp<Hi  its  shores,  a  line  of  posts  to  Csna' 
da,  and  the  oommand  of  140,000  Indians,  Great 
Britain  may  safely  take  the  attitude  of  defi- 
ance, and  trost  to  her  arms  for  the  defeooe  of 
her  poritim.  That  ahe  will  have  the  dispoai- 
Htm  to  do  HO,  oan  be  doubted  by  no  one  who 
has  observed  the  ooorae  of  her  policy  with  re- 
spect to  tills  river,  the  increasing  ixjldneas  of 
her  preteosiona,  and  the  "relwtanoe"  witii 
wMen  ahe  agreed  to  sach  a  modification  of  llie 
third  artide  of  the  Convention  of  1818,  as 
woold  leave  that  country  open,  "/or  a  limttd 
time,"  to  the  dtizens  (k  t£e  ttnited  States,  as 
wril  aa  to  the  sobjeots  ot  Great  Britain.— z;«^ 
Ur  of  Mmn.  GaUatin  and  SuA,  Oct.  SO, 
1818. 

Kr.  B.  now  took  op  the  bill,  and  complained 
of  the  nnftir  manner  in  which  it  had  been  op- 
vooed.  He  called  it  nnhir,  because  gentlemen 
bad  stated  it  to  l>e  what  it  was  not,  and  then 
made  war  upon  the  phantoms  of  their  own 
fanaginations.  The  bill  proposed  nothing  more 
than  the  military  occnpstion  of  the  ooontry,  in 
execotion  of  the  Ghent  treaty.  It  proposed  to 
nit  mosey  and  troops  at  the  disposition  of  the 
nesident,  to  enable  him  to  receive  the  country, 
and  to  retiun  it.  The  President  was  bonnd  to 
eiKiite  the  treatise  of  the  Union,  and  he  conld 
not  go  in  person,  Uke  Mr.  John  Baptitt  JVacMt, 
to  leodve  the  poaaearion  of  the  Oregon  with 


naked  handa.  Tat  gend«OMii  had 
iresented  the  bill  aa  a  propodUon  to  found  a 
lony,  and  to  estahlisb  a  territory,  and  then 
launohed  forth  into  all  the  ooninM»iplace  decla- 
matioa  ag^nst  oolonieeand  territoriea.  Vr.  B. 
woold  not  follow  them  Into  that  fleld  of  idle 


oolon; 


Seta  exeention  of  the  Ghent  treat;.  B;e  woold 
unand  if  that  part  akne  which  was  made  for 
the  bMieflt  of  the  West,  was  to  remain  forever 
without  executitm  t  If  a  eecond  edition  of  the 
.ratenti<ai  of  the  Northwestern  poets  was  to  ba 
atrnok  off  for  the  benefit  of  the  Western  petH 
pie!  A  peculiar  fktaUty  seemed  to  attend 
upon  the  exeention  of  the  treaties  made  for  tha 
benefit  of  the  West  In  1788,  Great  Britain 
stipniated,  amcmg  otiier  things,  to  snrrender  th« 
p<»ta  lA  Niagara,  Detnrit,  tmd  JUcUnaw ;  yet 
ahe  retained  them  for  thirteen  years,  in  viua- 
tion  of  that  treaty,  and  fhr  tiie  avowed  pnrpoM 
of  monopoQdng  tbe  Au-  trade,  and  retai^ngthe 
command  of  the  Northweatem  Indiana.  Two 
Indian  wara,  and  the  de«(datioa  of  the  flrontien 
cS  Keotooky  and  Ohio,  were  the  fruita  of  that 
perfldiona  policy.  At  length  ve  have  another 
treaty,  st^olating^  among  other  things,  fbr  the 
surrender  oS  ai^ber  Weatern  poet;  and  al- 
ready t«n  rears  have  el^wed,  and  the  poat  i> 
not  sairetiaered  I  The  canse  of  retention  la 
the  same — the  for  trade  and  tbe  Indians ;  the 
fmita  will  be  the  same — fresh  wara  with  th« 
Indiana,  and  the  desolation  of  the  frontiers  of 
Michigan,  Illinois,  IfisBOtiri,  and  Arkauaaa. 

Bat  geotlwnen  have  pnt  aome  queatiooa,  which 
I  feel  mvaelf  bound  to  anawer.  They  bavo 
aaked.  What  are  to  be  tbe  advantases  of  thia 
oocnpationt  What  the  effbct  upon  tnia  Union  t 
What  its  effoct  upon  the  Asiatic  powers  t 

I  answer,  the  advantages  will  be — 

1.  InsecnringtouathefbrtradeoftheKocky 
Mountains,  the  Upper  Missouri,  and  the  Oolum» 
bia,  worth,  peradventttre,  a  millioa  of  doUan 
per  annum,  for  a  century  to  come. 

3.  In  preventing  the  British  and  Rossiang  fh>m 
aoqniriDg  the  oontrol  of  the  Indians  on  tbe  wa- 
ters of  the  Columbia.  These  Indiana  are  esti- 
mated at  140,000  souls,  possess  tbe  finest  borae^ 
and  are  among  the  best  noraemen  in  the  worid. 
The  meseM  age  has  ieen  the  Ooeia^  of  the  Don 
and  Dkrune,  ravaging  the  banka  of  the  SeJno 
and  the  Ixdre ;  the  next  may  see  (he  OosMcka  <rf 
the  Orwon  Isanfaig  Is  clouds  fKim  the  gorges  of 
the  Rodiy  Monnt^ns,  and  sweeping^  with  the 
besom  of  des<dation,  the  banks  of  the  Missouri 
and  IfisaisBlptri. 

B.  In  giving  na  a  naval  etation  on  the  ooaat 
of  the  Pacific  The  want  of  snch  a  station  waa 
fully  exemplified  in  the  cruise  of  Commodore 
Porter,  durmg  the  late  war.    In  that  omise,  w« 


«d  with  enemiea,  sometjraes  boraing  hia  prizea 
on  the  ocean,  sooMtimee  biding  them  in  diatant 
islands,  sometimes  seeking  the  enemy,  and  aom^ 
Umee  flying  from  a  snperior  fbree,  uA  at  laal 
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flnabdning  a  mnrderoiiB  attack,  and  loalDg  hii 
■hip,  in  a  neutral  port  The  loa  Boatained  on 
that  oooaraon,  in  prizea  and  a  frigate,  (to  mj 
aothiag  of  lives,  above  all  prioe,)  was  nftj  or  a 
hundred  tuuM  the  amount  of  appropriatum  in 
Mm  bill.  And  this  low  ve  innst  ezpeot  to  nn- 
dergo,  in  all  aabeeqnent  wars,  anlav  wepnrrida 
a  poet  of  onr  own  m  the  Pacmo  Ocean.  Bnt  it 
boot  ships  of  war  alone,  and  their  prixM,  which 
ve  are  to  loee  for  want  of  ittoh  a  post  Oar 
merchant  TBMela  need  the  same  aeoommodation 
both  in  peace  and  war.  The  noineroDs  Teasela 
engaged  in  the  whale  flaheiT,  in  die  oomnieroe 
<^  the  Northweat  Coast  with  the  Idands  of  the 
Padfio  Oeean,  and  even  wiUi  ObEna  and  Japan, 
donand  this  oootaumodatloD  I  and  not  a  govem- 
Bient  npoD  earOi,  aave  that  of  these  United 
Btat«e,  would  beeitata  to  grant  it.  To  gain  a 
poet  in  the  same  sea,  Bnasia  has  endeavored  to 
open  a  barbor  in  tbe  frozen  region  of  Komt- 
Mhatka,  and  among  tbe  sand-banka  of  Okotiij. 
To  gi^n  tliia  Tar;  Oolombia,  England  is  reeort- 
faig  to  ever?  tri<^  of  diplomacy,  to  the  violation 
of  treaties,  and  to  tiis  andaoitj  of  menadng 
war;  yet  the  OongreM  of  the  United  States 
hedtate^  ddsys  to  take  poseeaaion  of  ita  own, 
•nd  eodaogers  ita  title  by  neglecting  to  enforce 
It.  In  their  blind  and  contraoiotory  opposition, 
iome  Rentlemen  represent  tiie  month  of  the 
Oolambia  as  unfit  for-  the  pnrpoeea  of  a  naval 
•tation;  bnttberc^rtof  Mr,  Frevoat,  and  the 
anzie^  of  the  British  to  obtain  i^  are  ooncla- 
rive  r^t^tioos  of  snob  objeotions.  Ifr.  i>re- 
Tost  sajB ; — 

"  Tbe  bsf  b  apactoui,  conUini  aevetal  aootioring 
places  in  a  Boffldcnt  depth  of  vater,  and  ii  by  no 
means  so  difficult  of  ingren  aa  baa  been  repteaent- 
ed.  Thcee  ei^ojiog  tlie  eieluiive  commeroe  baie 
probably  cbaruhed  an  impreunon  so  &Torable  to  its 
eoQIinuance,  growing  ont  of  the  inoomplele  lurvey 
of  Uent.  Broughton,  made  under  the  oraers  of  Yan- 
VOuver,  In  1792.  It  is  true,  that  there  ia  a  bar  ex- 
tending acrost  the  rirer,  at  either  extremltv  of 
vMoh  are,  at  times,  appslUng  breakera ;  bnt  it  ig 
eqaally  true,  tliat  it  oners,  at  the  lowMt  tidea,  a 
depth  of  twenty-one  feet  of  water,  [^e  tide  rising 
eight  ffeet  twice  in  twenty-four  home,]  throughout 
a  passage,  eiempt  fWim  uiem,  of  Dearij  a  letgue  in 
width.  The  Blossom,  carrying  more  gima  than  the 
Ontario,  eecaunterad  s  change  of  wind  wfaile  in  tbe 
channel,  was  compelled  to  let  go  the  anchor,  and 
when  anin  weighed,  to  tack  and  beat,  in  order  to 
reach  the  tiarbor,  yet  found  a  greater  depth,  and 
met  with  no  ditBcnlty  either  then  or  on  leaving  the 
bay.  The  surrey  marked  0,  may  bo  relied  on  for 
its  accuracy.  The  bearings,  distances,  and  sound- 
inga,  were  taken  by  Captain  Eickej,  who  was  kind 
enoagb  to  lend  hlmaelf  to  the  ezamlnaUon,  and  to 
famiah  me  with  this  result.  It  la  the  more  inter~ 
Mdng,  as  it  shows  that,  with  the  ud  of  buoya,  tbe 
aooeaa  to  vessela  of  alnwat  any  tonnage  may  be  ren- 
' — '  --      In  addition  to  thta,  it  la  auaceptible 


tbe  knell  foraunff  tbe  cape,  at  all  tunes  to  approach 
within  a  short  JOMaoce  of  ita  base,  and  moat  &«• 
qaenlly  then  (o  anohor.     Thus,  a  imall  battel^ 


erected  on  this  point,  in  coajonctioD  with  the  surges 


oppoBle  Bde,  would  so  widanKer  tbe 
.    IS  to  deter  an  enemy,  howe«p  hardy,  t 
the  attempt    This  outlet,  the  only  one  between  the 


88th  and  68d  degrees  of  north  latitude,  embraces 
the  entire  ranee  of  country  from  the  ocean  to  the 
mountains,  and  Ita  interior  unites  the  advantage  of 
a  water  communication  tbronghout,  by  means  of 
the  many  Btreama  tributary  to  tlie  Columbia,  two 
of  wldch  disembogue  opposite  to  each  other  within 
twenty-flve  leagues  of  the  port,  are  navigable,  and 
neatly  of  equl  magnttade  with   this  beaotifhl 


i.  In  opening  a  oommonioation  between  the 
YaUey  of  the  UisaiBsippi  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

This  was  dte  object  of  Mr.  Jefferaon  in  send- 
ing oat  Lewis  and  GUrke  to  explore  the  line  of 
the  MlsBonri  and  Colombia  Bivers.  That  great 
man,  alwaya  intent  npon  benefiting  the  homau 
race,  bad  conceived  tjia  ffrand  idea  of  a  com- 
merual  interoooise  with  India  open  this  line  of 
commnnication.  Bat  Lewis  and  Clarke  were 
tttp2i>rert,' without  goldea,  and  often  fell  on  th« 
most  difBcolt  and  circnitous  rentes.  Sabseqnent 
adventurers  have  been  more  snccenfnL     la 

Esaung  the  lUdge  of  the  Boc^  Konotiuns, 
ewis  and  Clarke  wandered  1,200  or  1,300  miles, 


Clarke'sBiver;  points  which  are  only  160  miles 
apart,  and  between  which  there  is  a  well-beat^ 
en  Indian  and  Bn&lo  road,  over  good  grooud, 
and  throogh  a  oonntry  aboondin^  with  graas, 
game,  and  noraea.  In  &ot,  there  la  no  difficulty 
m  any  part  of  tiie  ronte.  Tbe  fors  taken  in  tbe 
Booky  Monntains  will  dcsoend  the  Columbia  to 
the  Facufio  Ocean,  and  thence  cron  the  eon  to 
China.  The  same  vessel  can  bring  a  return 
cargo  of  East  India  Roods,  and  can  ascend  th« 
Colombia  to  tbe  head  of  tide  water,  1B3  miles. 
The  Great  Falla  can  be  passed  by  a  portage  of 
400  yards  on  tiie  left  bank,  and  1^00  on  the 
right ;  but,  during  the  periodical  floods,  in  tbe 
montlis  of  April,  Hay,  and  Jane,  they  can  be 
psaeed  without  any  portage  at  all.  Vessels 
may  be  lifted  over  ue  fall  by  a  vast  lock, 
neither  made  nor  filled  by  the  hands  of  man. 
Vr.  B.  expldned  tbis  pbenomenon — one  of  the 
most  grand  and  striking  in  the  works  of  nature. 
The  Great  Falls  had  a  pitch  of  thirty-eight  feet 
perpendicular.  Immediately  below,  the  river 
spread  ont  into  a  basin  of  three  miles  diameter. 
The  river  issued  tcom  this  baain  through  a 
channel  narrower  than  that  by  which  it  entered. 
The  consequence  was,  that,  in  every  annual 
flood,  tbe  t^sin  filled  Dp ;  the  refluent  current 
rolled  back  upon  the  ftU,  buried  it,  and  pre- 
sented four  feet  of  smooth  wat«r,  where,  in  the 
absense  of  tbe  flood,  there  was  a  pitch  of  thirtj' 
eight.  The  passage  through  the  mountslns  waa 
free  from  dimoolty.  For  eixht  months  in  the 
year,  snow  and  deighs  oomd  be  relied  npon. 
From  the  foot  of  the  mountains  issned  the  Mia- 
Bonri  Biver,  navigable^  without  the  el|gbt«8t 
obstruction,  to  its  jonction  with  the  Missia^ppi, 
two  tboQsaiLd  five  hondred  and  seventy-five 
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meamred  miloB.  tlr.  B.  then  kdyerted  to  two 
eircomstanoee,  which  wotild  &dlit&te  th«  intro- 
dnctiaa  of  East  India  Koods  npoo  the  Une  of  the 
ColTunbta  tod  Uissonn  Rirera :  first,  the  goods 
to  be  introdnoed  were  of  little  weight,  email 
hoik,  and  great  valne ;  aeooadlf ,  the  river  to  be 
aiemded  was  short,  the  ooe  to  be  dmeendei  was 
long :  and  he  expressed  tiw  most  ooDfident  be- 
lief^ that,  within  one  ;ear  after  the  occupation 
of  the  Oolnmbia.  the  rioh  prodootioDs  of  the 
Sost  Indies  would  flow  into  the  vallej  of  the 
IGasiaaippi,  upon  t^ia  new  and  bidj  national 

6.  But  the  greatest  c£  all  advantages  to  be 
dtfiTed  from  the  ocoapation  of  this  oonnby, 
is  in  the  exolaslon  of  foreign  powers  from  it. 
It  is  a  oonntrj  too  great  and  too  dedrable,  to 
remain  longer  without  civilized  inhabitants. 
In  extMit^  soil,  and  climate^  it  is  superior  to  the 
old  thirteen  United  States.  In  18(H,  it  was 
written  bj  Humboldt,  "  that  the  banks  of  the 
Gohunbia  invite  Europeans  to  found  a  fine 
oolonT  there,  for  its  banks  afford  fertile  laud  in 
abnndanoe,  oovered  with  superb  timber."  In 
180S  Rnnla  attempted  to  oolonize  it;  but  the 
diip  destined  for  that  purpose  and  eanTing  the 
I^peror'a  chamberlam,  and  ambassador  to 
J^ian  and  Ghino,  the  Count  Eessno^  missed 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  went  down  upon  the 
oossl  of  CalifomiA,  and  there  ocHnmenoed  a  sel^ 
tlemeot.  En^uid  now  has  'her  iron  grasp 
tqwu  It,  and  it  will  require  a  vigorous  effort  of 
TOlioy,  and  perhaps  of  arms,  to  break  her  hold. 
Even  if  foreign  powers  had  no  desire  to  aggnm- 
fse  themselvea  with  this  possession,  mere  ad' 
ventnrers  might  enter  upon  it^  as  Eneas  entered 
upon  the  Tyber,  and  as  our  forefathers  came 
iq>on  the  Potomac,  the  Delaware,  and  the  Knd- 
' '-■^-  - '  -  -        g  jniji. 


Jt  u  open  to  Enpopaan  ooloniution;  but 

what  signines  the  proclamation  of  a  just  sod 
noble  principle  unless  it  is  supported  bv  money 
and  arms?  When  have  the  rights  of  nations 
been  refracted,  merely  because  they  were  Just  I 
When  hss  an  individual,  or  a  sovereign  power, 
gained  respeot  or  justice  for  itself,  by  a  pusil- 
lanimous desertion  of  their  own  rights  t 

Within  a  oentnry  from  this  day,  a^pnlation, 
greater  than  that  of  the  present  United  States, 
will  exist  on  the  west  side  of  the  Kooky  Uoun- 
taina.  I  do  not  deal  In  paradoxei^  bnt  in 
pnnioritions  as  eadly  demonstrated  as  the 
prMJems  in  Enohd.  Here,  then,  is  the  demon- 
Btration:  Dividing  onr  portion  of  tiiis  oontinent 
into  five  equal  puis,  and  there  will  be  /ound, 
fn  the  valley  of  the  Misrissippi,  three  parts ;  on 
tlie  eaA  «de  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  one 
part,  on  the  west  of  the  Rooky  Honntalns  one 
part.  Population  will  dlstribnte  itself  accord- 
ingly ;  three  parts  in  the  valley,  and  one  part 
on  each  of  the  ^>pnrtenant  slopes.  Within  a 
_._. —  .i^  pojwiiation  of  the  whole  will  be 


one  hundred  and  sixty  milUnns;  of  which  ft 
hundred  millions  will  drink  the  waters  which 
flow  Into  the  Mississippi,  and  Axbj  mllUona  will 
be  found  upon  the  lateral  atreams  which  flow, 
east  and  west,  towards  the  rising  and  the  set- 
ting son.  The  oalcolation  ia  reduoible  to  m»tli^ 
matieal  preoidon.  We  double  our  nnmbeis 
onoe  in  tw«ntj-flve  years,  and  must  oontinae  to 
do  BO  until  the  action  of  tiie  prolific  principle  in 
man  ahall  be  checked  by  the  same  cause  which 
checks  it  in  every  race  of  animals — the  stint  of 
food.  This  oannot  h^pen  vriOi  us  until  evwr 
acre  of  our  generoos  son  ahall  be  put  in  reqni- 
aition;  until  the  product  of  more  than  a  thou- 
sand millions  of  acres  shall  be  insnffioient  to  flS 
the  mouths  which  feed  upon  them.  This  will 
reqiUre  more  people  than  a  century  can  pro> 
duoe,  even  at  the  rate  of  doubling  onoe  in 
twenty-five  years;  a  rate  which  wUl  give  ns 
one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  in  the  year  1630 : 
that  ia  to  say,  twenty  miUions  more  than  the 
Bomsn  Empire  oonttuued  in  the  tdme  of  Atigna- 
tns  Oeesar.  A  oentuiy  is  bnt  a  point  in  the  agt 
of  a  nation.  The  life  of  an  individna!  oflwi 
spans  it ;  and  many  are  the  children  now  bom, 
who  will  eee  the  year  1920,  and  the  aooorn* 
nliahment  of  the  great  evente  which  th^  nuraea 
believe  to  be  impoaEibl& 

Upon  the  people  of  Eastern  AaU,  the  eetab- 
lishment  of  a  civilized  power  upon  the  opposita 
coast  of  America,  oonld  not  &il  to  produce  great 
and  wonderiU  benefits.  Science,  liberal  prin- 
ciples in  government,  and  the  true  religion, 
might  cast  their  lights  across  the  intervening 
sea.  The  valley  of  the  Oolombia  might  become 
the  granary  of  China  and  Japan,  and  on  ontiet 
to  their  imprisoned  and  ^nberant  population. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  oldest  and  tne  newee^ 
the  most  despotio  and  the  freest  Government^ 
would  become  the  neighbors,  and,  perodven- 
tore,  the  friends  of  each  other.  They  have  tho 
same  enemies,  and  by  consequence,  ebonld  stand 
together  as  friends.  Russia  and  the  legitimates 
menaoe  Turkey,  Perrfa,  China,  and  Japan ;  they 
menace  them  ior  tltdr  riches  and  dominions; 
the  same  powers  menaoe  the  two  Americas  for 
the  popular  forms  of  their  governments.  To  my 
mind  the  proposition  Is  clear,  that  Eastern  Ada, 
and  the  two  Americas,  as  they  have  become 
neighbors,  shonld  become  friends ;  that  the; 
shooid  Btand  together  npon  a  sense  of  common 
danger ;  and  I,  for  one,  s^d  Mr.  B.,  had  as  lief 
see  American  ambassadors  going  to  the  Em< 

K-ors  of  China  and  Japan,  to  tiie  King  of 
rria,  and  even  to  the  Grand  Turk,  as  to  see 
them  dancing  attendance  upon  those  European 
legitimatea,  who  hold  every  thing  American  in 
contempt  and  detestation. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  these  were 

rnlatione  of  his  own,  shouting  for  ahead  of 
proposition  under  debate.  The  propor- 
tion is  to  exeonte  the  Ghent  treats,  to  expel 
the  British  from  the  Columbia  River,  to  perfect 
our  title,  by  redndng  the  disputed  territory  to 
possession ;  and,  whatever  nee  we  may  moke 
of  it  afterwvds,  whether  we  shall  hidd  it  u  ft 
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nilitaiT  post  and  unl  Motion,  Mttle  it  m  ft 
tfioaj,  or  ftnnd  a  new  BqwUio  upon  it,  there 
vera  oerttin  pnlimiDair  p«^ta  aa  wliich  Mr, 
B.  believed  that  both  ttie  Senate  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  State*  wonld  oardiaU;  B^«e, 
aamcb,  ndther  to  be  triekti  nor  bulUtd  ont  of 
tiuir  land,  nor  to  ■offer  a  moitarekieat  pow«- 


On  the  oomw  of  lb-.  Bmov^  q>eeeh,  Ur. 
DioKBaaox  denied  that  he  had  aiAnowledged 
tiw  right  of  the  Britiah  Gorenmunt  to  anj 
part  of  the  tenltorj  of  OresDo.] 

Ur.  Lomn  morod  to  li^  die  bill  on  the 
table ;  vhloh  motion  was  dedded  by  yeas  and 
Baj%aBfirilowi: 

Tsu. — He«ra.  Barton,  Bell,  Bnncti,  Brown, 
Ofaaudler,  CliTtOD,  D'Wolf,  Dickerfou,  Ednrdi, 
Bllott  flndlar,  Gailkrd,  Bolmea  of  lUna,  Ung 
tf  Alatmna,  Totumii,  Lowrie,  Haooo,  Purott,  Scj- 
mom,  Smith,  Tuewell,  Yu  Bano,  Tan  Dyke,  and 


NxTi. — Hmb«.  BuboDT,  Beaton,  BooEgnj',  Cobb, 
Es7iie,  Jackioo,  Johnson  of  Kentockj,  JobnMon 
of  Loui^aDa,  Llo;d  of  Kaasachoaetts,  lUIl^  Kobk, 
Bug^ea,  Talbot,  and  Thonaa— 14. 

Seaption  tjftht  Pre$id«nt  Elect. 
Hi.  ICiu^  nbrnitted  the  IbUowing  reeolntion : 
Sitotittd,  Tfaat  a  oommlttee  be  appointed  to  make 

neb  arrangemeDlt  as  maj  be  neeeiaarj  for  tbe  re? 

aeption  of  the  Preildttit,  on  the  oocaaiOD  of  hli  In- 

angaratioB. 
He  reac^tion  was  read,  and  a  committee 

qipointed,  oonaiiling  of  the  following  gentle- 

UeBera.  Ibua,  Yui  Buxiar,  and  Eatov. 

The  Senate  took  np,  aa  in  Oomnuttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bUl  to  prOTide  for  pnoishment  of 
Mrtain  orimea  against  the  United  Statea,  and 
fi»  other  pnipoeea. 

A  oonnderable  tame  was  ^tent  in  the  dis- 
ensrion  ti  the  details  of  thia  bill,  wtuoh  waa 
nartioipated  in  by  Ueean.  Eathb,  HrajiEa  of 
Kune.  Oon^  OBAin)L>R.  Dioekbbos,  Yak  Bu- 
San,  Bnowi^  JonHaon  oiEen.,  and  Tj 


On  the  qnestion,  "Shall  the 

angroaaed,  and  the  bill  readathird  tdmet"  it 
waa  deddod  in  the  affirmative,  bj  yeaa  and  naya, 
asftdlowa: 

Tua.— Henra.  Barbonr,  Barton,  BeB,  Banton, 
Brancb,  Cobb,  CUyton,  D'WoU;  Eaton,  Elliott, 
Kndlay,  QaiUard,  Harm,  Hohnee  of  Maine,  Jack- 
eon,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Jtdinalon  of  Loeiaiana, 
Kally,  King  of  AJabama,  Tinman,  Uoyd  of  Uua^ 
obusetla,  Cowrie,  XiUa,  Noble,  Farrott,  Seymoar, 
Bmith,  Taiewell,  Thomaa,  Van  Buren,  and  WiUlama 


TxDHxanaT,  Uarcb  S. 

The  committee  spw^ted  to  make  snob  ar- 

rangementa  as  may  be  neoesiaaiT  for  the  re- 

eeption  of  the  ?neident  of  the  United  Statee, 


Ml  the  oooaritm  of  his  inan^nration,  i 
in  part,  the  fidlowing  reaolnbra : 


BMiJv*d,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate  in- 
form the  Honae  of  BepreaentatlveB,  that  the  Preei- 
dent  Heet  of  tbe  United  States,  on  Friday  next,  M 
IS  o'clock,  win  take  tbe  oath  of  ofBoe  required  bj 
Iba  o«RMtitiillon,  in  tbe  chamber  of  tbe  Booae  or 
SepteeaotatlTea;  and  that  be  alao  Inform  tbe 
Fteaident  Elect,  that  the  Senate  win  be  In  acMion 


TanmoAT,  Uaroh  8. 

The  Senate  having  finished  the  bnmneeeof 
the  teerion,  Mr.  Stora  offered  the  fbllowing 
resotntioo,  which  waa  mtanlmonsly  adoptod : 

Snehtd,  That  the  thanks  of  tbe  Senate  be  pre- 
sented to  tbe  Eon.  Jobs  Oaili.iu>,  Premdent  ot 
the  Senate  pro  tempore,  for  tbe  ability,  impartiality, 
and  integnty,  he  W  evinced  in  discbarging  ,tlie 
ardnons  and  Important  dntlea  of  his  station. 

Wherenpon,  Mr.  Gaillabd  rose,  and  deUver- 
ed  the  following  address : 

Otntlmun ;  The  standing  of  this  Body  in  publio 
estitostion,  and  the  character  It  has  to  soslsin,  can 
never  &il  to  insare  to  your  Presiding  Officers  an 
exemption  from  mnch  M  those  difficulties  and  em- 
barraasments  that  are  somstimM  to  t>e  encoontered 
by  those  who  an  called  npon  to  piedde  over  de- 
libeiaUTe  aMembHes ;  and  tbe  experieaoe  wbieb  I 
have  bad  of  year  Ut>erBlity,  ftmlslMS  abaudant 


thsf -may  always  rely  on  j<na  patient 
■nd  indulfent  sn^iort,    Aetosted  by  aa 
auxkws  dedre  to  endeavir  " "    " 


eipectatioDS,  however  I  night  bit  in  tbe  attempt ; 
and  influenced,  I  tmsU  by  no  other  oousidersliooa 
would  lead  lo  a  blthfol  and  impartial 


.  .  me;  the  gratifi- 
cation f  derive  from  this  assurance  ef  yoai  satisfac- 
tion, is  only  to  be  surpassed  by  the  profouod  re- 
rt  and  gratitude  with  wbkh  It  Is  [«eeived.  In 
hope  and  expecta^on  that  most  of  as  msj  again 
be  assembled  tosether  at  this  place,  under  the  same 
kind  and  friendly  feelings  whlcb  bave  beretofore 
prevafled  within  the**  wans ;  and  with  tbe  prospect 
before  OS  of  soenbeiue  permitted  to  return  to  onr 
homes,  fcn"'*f ,  and  iilends,  and  tbe  aasoclstiona 
eonneoled  with  objects  so  dear  and  so  interasting; 
tbe  ideaswe  arising  fron  the  termination  of  onr 
sssnon  would  have  been  withont  alloy — bot  for  the 
recollection  that  we  aball  then  have  to  separate, 
and,  from  tbe  vicisdtudes  attoidsnt  or  *- '"- 


,        ,  fM  tbeir  worth,  respect- 

ed for  their  virtues,  endeared  to  us  bv  long,  social, 
and  friendly  btetcourse,  and  wbo  will,  I  am  per- 
saaded,  carry  with  them  to  tbdr  retirement  our  re- 
spect, esteem,  snd  regard. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occadea  to  eiprea  to  tbem 
and  to  all  M  you,  gentlemen,  tn  the  utmost  sincer- 
ity of  heart,  the  high  sense  of  gratitnde  which  I 
feel  fof  tbe  many  sots  of  kindness  and  of  &vor  that 
you  bave  beatowed  on  me :  they  hat«  been  socb 
Bs  ciui  never  be  efl^eed  fron  ny  memory,  ynd  tbey 
will  ever  be  to  me  a  source  <rf  proud  and  of  grate- 
fol  recollecdons.  jLeoept,  \pt*J  yot^  Individually, 
as  well  sa  collectively,  an  afbettonate  farewell,  and 
my  t>est  wishes  for  your  health,  bara""eae^  and 
pMsperity. 


ly  Google 
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At  13  o'olMik  tim  daj,  the  Speaker  C%i^ 
Hksbt  Oi^r,  of  Eentocky)  took  the  cWr; 
and  the  rdl  being  celled,  one  hundred  and 
mgfa^  inemberB  uswered  to  tlieir  names:  and 
a  oommittee  wu  upolnted  on  (be  pert  of  this 
Boaao  to  Jdn  wita  Mieh  committee  aa  ehoold 
be  unpointed  on  tlie  put  of  Qie  Senate,  to  vut 
on  the  Freeident  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
form tii"!  that  a  qnormn  of  both  HonseB  is  as- 
aembled,  and  rea^  to  rective  anj  oommimica- 
tion  he  totj  have  to  make  to  them. 

Ur.  MiKHSLL,  of  Ifarjrlaitd,  o£Eered  the  fol- 
lowing reaolation : 

"  Rtmolwd,  That  tht  HononUe  the  Speaker  in- 
vbe  onr  diatiagniahed  gneat  and  benefiwtor,  Gen- 
eral LuATnn,  to  a  wat  wllhin  ths  Hall  of  thli 
HotlM,  end  that  ha  direct  the  mannei  of  hie  le- 

Thia  reaolation  gave  riee  to  some  oonTersa- 
tion  as  to  wlu^  would  be  the  most  proper  mode 
of  enreasiDg  tlie  reipect  Mt  br  tbu  House 
towaraa  the  illnatrioos  individau  referred  to, 
which  resnlted  in  the  adi^tion  of  the  fdlowing 
reaolnlian,  which  was  proposed  bj  Ux.  A. 
SntvxnoK,  aa  a  nbsitnta  fbr  the  other : 

"Jtttohcd,  That  a  ooouidttee  tw  appointed  on 
the  part  of  dui  Houe,  to  join  soch  econmittae  u 
maj  ba  ^pointed  co  tke  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
ecoalder  and  report  wliat  reapeotfnl  mode  It  ma; 
be  proper  for  CoogieM  to  adopt  to  reo^va  General 
Xtaramra,  and  to  teatlfr  the  Terj  high  gratUIca- 
ti<Hi  which  be  iui  afforded  it  bj  Ills  present  Tisie  t« 
tLe  Dnlted  Statea,  made  hi  pwiDanoe  of  the  tnrita- 
tkn  i^""  ***  '"^  'T  Congress,  daring  Its  last  sm- 


Timi>i.T,  Decetaber  1. 

A  ICeasage  was  reouved  from  the  President 

of  the  United  States,  hj  Ur.  Etkbri,  and  read 

at  the  dsrk'a  taUc.    ^ee  Senate  piooeedingi, 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Txtlob,  the  Henage,  witb 
the  aocompanTing  Docomeots,  were  referred 
to  a  Oommittee  or  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ths 
Union,  and  0,000  ot^iee  were  ordered  to  bs 
printed. 

Wkdhbdat,  December  8. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Ta.7U«,  Of  Hew  Toric,  the 
Honae  reeolred  itself  Into  a  Ommnittee  of  ttie 
Whole  on  tba  state  of  the  Union,  Qtr.  V.  P. 
Bi-oBOVB,  of  'Virginia,  in  tlie  ebait^  nd  difr 
tribnted,  b/  a  nnmbec  of  ^slinot  reaidntiaii^ 
tlie  TariooB  parts  of  the  Preddenfs  Mewage  ta 
theproper  committees. 

The  several  seleot  committees,  established  b7 
these  resolvea,  were  ordered  to  conriBt  of  eena 
members  eadi,  with  the  ezceptaon  of  that  in 
relation  to  a  provision  for  General  Laiann^ 
which  was  ordered  to  oondst  of  thirteen. 

Ur.  UrroHCu,  fhxD  the  Jtdnt  Oommittea 
4)pointed  to  determine  in  what  manner  Cen- 


to report,  Hid preaented  the fbllowiiu: 
"The  ocunmittee  ^p(dnted  on  the  pait  trf 


this  Houses  to  Join  snon  oommittee  as  might  ba 
appointed  on  ttie  part  (MT  the  Senate,  to  conridn 
wia  report  what  reqiectAil  mode  it  m^  ba 
proper  for  Oonness  to  adt^to  rec^e  Genend 
La«AT>m,  and  to  testify  the  very  high  gratifi- 
cation which  be  has  afforded  hj  hu  present 
visit  to  the  United  States,  made  in  porsoancA 
of  the  invitation  given  to  Um  hj  Oongreai^ 
during  its  last  session,  report : 

"Tlat  they  have  met  a  committee  of  the 
Senate  on  that  subject,  and  that  the  committee* 
have  agreed  to  recommond  to  their  reroeotiva 
Honses  that  each  Honse  reoeive  General  Luat- 
iiTB  in  snob  manner  aa  It  shall  deem  most  suit- 
able  to  the  ocoanon,  and  the  committee  reoon^ 
mend  to  tiie  Honse  the  fbUowing  reeolotiona : 

"  JiMobsd^That  thecongiatnlationsof  tUsHoese 
be  poUiol;  ^ven  to  Geneial  Luatxits  on  tds  ai^ 
rini  In  ths  unltsd  Sl^ss^  In  eoaj^teaoe  with  the 
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wlahei  of  Codrtmb,  and  that  be  b«  usund  of  the 
gratitude  and  deep  mpeot  *hkb  the  Hoose  enter- 
taini  for  Ui  dgnal  and  UluMrioue  Mn1ce»  in  the 


ant  bebitttBdbjrBeoiiunitte*  t«attaidtheHoiise 
on  Frida;  next,  at  one  o'clock;  that  be  be  Intro- 
doeocl  b;  the  committeo,  and  looeived  b;  the  mem- 
ben  staniUiif,  nnooTeiM,  and  addraaaed  by  the 
fooaker.  In  behalf  of  the  Hoom,  tn  pnrfnanoe  of 
the  foregidng  reaolutlon." 

Tho  resolntions  were  adopted  anammoaalj, 
Kid  BO  Hiterad  on  record.  The  Oommittoe  of 
luTitation  waa  ^pointed  to  oonriat  of  24  mem- 
of  lir.  SixvEinov. 


FsroAY,  December  10. 
Staption  qf  Lq/byelU, 


StetM.  invitiDg  tbAt  bodj  to  attend  in  tiie 
Cniamber  of  Bepreeentativea,  at  one  o'clock,  to- 
d«7,  on  OiB  reoeptltm  of  Genera]  Latatxttb. 

It  was  objected  to  the  adoption  of  this  mo- 
tion, tbat  the  Senate  had,  yeeterd^,  atyonmed 
OTer  to  Uondaf.  The  qneation,  hoverer,  was 
taken,  and  the  motion  passed  in  Uie  affinuatiTe 
—*jea  90,  noes  SB. 

Seats  were  aoooordinglr  ordered  tor  tiie 
tnembera  of  the  Senate,  who  ohortl^  after 
entered,  and  took  Uie  ^aoes  assigned  them. 

At  one  o'dcok,  aooording  to  previous  ar- 
rangement, General  Ljjatxttk  appeared,  at- 
tended bj  the  committee  of  twentj-fbnr  mem- 
bers of  Uie  Honse  of  Bepreaentatives.  and  was 
Introdaced  to  tlie  Honse  bj  ill.  Mitohkll, 
cbaiiman  of  the  committee. 

On  the  General's  entrr,  tlie  members  and 
pemoDB  admitted  on  the  foor  of  the  Honse, 
fose,  and  remained  standing,  nnoovered. 

Hr.  Speaker  then  rose,  and,  in  behalf  of  the 
Honse,  addressed  the  Nation's  Qnest  in  the  fol- 
lowing eloqnent  strain,  adorned  bj  those  graoes 
of  oraUnj  tor  which  be  is  distingnisbed : 

"Qnnzu'.  The  Honseof  Befoeaentatlveaaf  (be 
ITnlted  States,  impelled  alike  bf  IM  own  fedinga, 
and  bjr  those  of  the  whole  American  People,  conld 
not  haTs  asdgned  to  me  a  more  grati^ing  duty 
than  that  of  bdng  Its  organ  to  present  to  jon  cot^ 
4Stl  oongtatulatlona  mMn  the  occiBon  of  your 
recent  arrlnl  in  the  United  States,  in  compliance 
with  tiie  wishes  of  Congress,  and  to  assure  yon  of 
the  very  high  satlsbction  which  jour  presecoe 
•Sbrds  on  tiSB  tailj  theatre  of  jonr  glorj  and  re- 
nown. Although  but  few  of  the  members  who 
compose  this  bodj,  shared  with  joa  in  the  vsr  of 
OUT  KeTolutlOD,  aU  bsie  a  knowledge,  trout  impar- 
tial history,  or  th>m  faithful  traditioD,  of  the  perils, 
the  snffenngs,  and  the  sacriflces,  which  you  Tolun- 
(arily  enoouiterad,  and  the  dgnal  serrlces  inAmer- 
iea  and  in  Eum^w,  whkih  *oa  performed,  for  an  In- 
bnt,  a  distant,  and  an  aUen  peojde ;  and  all  feel 


the  lelatioDa  in  wldoh  70a  bsTe  e 


But 


United  States,  interesting  sad  important  as  thej 
hare  been,  do  not  constitute  tbe  only  motire  of 
the  respect  and  admiiatlon  which  Uiil  House  en- 
tertains fbr  }ou.  Tour  conristencj  of  character, 
jonr  uniform  dsTOtion  to  tegulated  llbert;,  in  all 
the  Tidntudes  ti  a  long  and  arduous  life,  also 
command  lis  highest  admiration.  During  all  the 
raoent  oonnUona  of  Burtqie,  soddst,  as  after,  the 
dlqwiriMi  of  OTerj  poBtical  stoim,  the  people  of 
Ike  United  States  hsTe  erer  beheld  you  tru  to 
joor  old  prindptes,  firm  and  erect,  cheering  and 
inlmatirg  with  jonr  well^nown  voice,  tbe  Totarica 
of  IJbert;,  its  bitbful  and  fearless  champion,  leadj 
to  shed  the  last  drop  of  that  blood  which,  here, 
jou  so  freely  and  nobly  qnlt  in  the  same   holj 

"  The  Tdn  wiib  has  been  sometimes  tndulKeil, 
tkat  ProTldenee  would  allow  tbe  Patriot,  Sut 
testh,  l«  return  to  his  country,  and  to  eontem- 
]date  tbe  Intermediate  changes  which  had  taken 
|dao»-tO  Tiew  the  forests  ftUed,  the  cities  built, 
the  mountsins  lerelled,  tbe  canals  cut,  the  bir- 


ths increase  of  popula- 
tion. Oeneral,  your  present  visit  to  the  United 
States  is  the  reauntion  of  the  consoling  otyect  of 
that  wish.  Ton  are  In  the  midst  of  poeterltyl 
Srerywhere  you  must  hsTe  been  struck  with  the 
great  cbsngcs,  physical  and  moral,  which  have  00- 
Gorred  since  yon  left  us.  Even  tUs  very  city,  bear- 
ing a  Teneraled  name,  alike  endeired  to  you  and  to 


onsltsred,  and  tlut  Is  in  the  sentiment  of  continued 
devotion  to  liberty,  and  of  ardent  affection  sad 
nvfonnd  gratitude  to  your  departed .  friend,  the 
Father  of  Iiis  country,  and  to  your  iliastrious  aaso- 
dates  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  far  the  mni- 
tipUed  blessings  which  sturound  us,  and  for  tbe 


by  more  than  ten  millions  of  people,  irill  be  trsn^ 
mitted,  with  unabated  vigor,  down  the  tide  of  time, 
throuKh  the  countless  mlfiioos  who  are  destined  to 
inhatut  this  continent,  to  their  latest  posterity." 

■To  which  addreHS,  General  hmrrm  re- 
plied, in  a  tone  in  which  energy  of  obaracter, 
and  sennbility  of  feeling,  were  most  Interesb- 
ingl;  blended,  to  the  following  effect : 

"Jfr.  j^Moisr,  wvl 

O^wtlonsn  o^Ms  £<)Mi  ^  AfppMMiofissi : 

"While  the  People  of  the  United  States  and 
their  honorable  SepresentaliTes  in  Congress  have 
deigned  to  make  choice  of  me,  one  of  the  American 
veterans,  to  signify  in  his  person  their  esteem  for 
our  joint  services,  and  their  sttschment  to  tbe  priit- 
clples  for  which  we  have  had  the  honor  to  fight  and 
bleed,  I  am  proud  and  happy  to  share  those  eitra- 
ordinary  tavore  with  my  dear  Bevolutioosry  com- 
paidons.  Tet,  It  would  be,  on  my  part,  uncandid 
and  ungrateful  not  to  acknowledge  my  personal 
share  in  those  testimonies  of  kindness,  as  they  ex- 
cite In  my  breut  emotiona  which  no  adequate 
words  could  express. 

"lly  obligations  to  the  United  States,  dr,  &r 
exceed  any  merit  I  might  claim.  They  date  from 
tbe  time  when  I  bad  the  baji^riness  to  be  adopted 
as  a  young  soldier,  a  favored  son  of  America. 
They  have  been  continued  to  me  during  al- 
most half  a  century  of  eonstant  afbetfan  and  eoo- 
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isst.] 


[H.  or  B. 


SdeuM;  Mid  now,  ilr,  tlwika  to  joorinott  gnttl^- 
biK  inTitadoQ,  I  find  mnalf  grMted  by  m  wriea  of 
T^eonMO,  ona  hour  of  vhion  woaU  moi«  tluui 
MWipennU  for  Ui«  public  eiertiona  ind  oufferiDgi 
c(  K  irbolo  lift. 

"Tba  approtwtloa of  tlw  Amariotn Feoplt 
tlidr  BepnaantatiTM,  Ibr  1117  conduct  donn^ 
Ttciaitndes  of  the  Ennpaan  Rerolntion,  S  tbo 
bi^ieat  rewahl  I  oonld  ncelve.  Well  nut;  I  stand 
•Arm  and  WMtt,'  when,  In  (heir  namee,  and  by 
TOO,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  dedared  to  bavs,  in  every 
faatanoa,  been  &ItUU  to  thoae  *'»««ii-"  jolndpUa 
of  Eborty,  eqnality,  and  tne  loalal  order,  tlie  de- 
TOtion  to  wlJcli,  aa  It  liafl  been  ftom  my  eariieat 
yontfa,  m  it  aliall  condnns  tobetomy  lateat  breath. 
"Toa  luTe  been  pleated,  Kr.  Speaker,  to  allude 
to  (ho  peooBar  fe&c%  of  my  dtiutUoii,  when,  after 
M  long  an  abaenca,  I  am  oalled  to  nitaea*  the  im- 
Bienae  imprOTcmeata,  the  admirable  communica- 
tiona,  the  prodiKiong  ereationa,  of  which  we  find 
an  exampla  io  uia  dty,  whose  name  itself  la  a 
reiierMed  PaDadinm;  In  a  word,  aS  (ho  gnndeni 
and  proapeiit;  of  these  happy  Cnilod  BtMes,  which, 
U  the  aame  (imB  they  nobly  seciire  the  complete 
■Bsertion  of  American  Indmandenoe,  radeot  c 
evecy  part  of  the  worid  (he  light  of  a  &t  sup«a4i 
poBtiqil  dfitintlon. 

"  wiiat  better  pledgo  oanbocl*en  of  1 
faig  "■*■""*'  loTB  of  nberty,  men 
wet*  eridentlj  the  result  of  m  ybi 
to  oppression,  and  of  institotioDa  fotmded  on  tba 
tight*  of  man  and  the  Bepoblloan  principle  of  self- 
KOTecnment  t  So,  Hr.  Bpeakei,  poalecity  baa  not 
bwnn  for  me — nnca,  In  Qie  eon*  of  my  oampuiions 
and  friends,  I  find  the  same  public  fbeUnn,  and 
pennit  ma  to  add,  the  same  feelings  in  mj  DehaU| 
wkidi  I  iisTe  had  the  hsipfunese  to  experience  in 
tbeir&thera. 

"Sir,  1  bare  been  allowed,  forn  Tears  aeo,  be- 
dre  a  Committee  of  a  Ooi^ress  of  thirteen  States, 
Io  enneas  the  fond  wishes  of  an  American  heart. 
On  this  day  I  have  the  honor,  and  enjoy  the  de- 
Hgtit,  to  congratulate  tbe  Bepresentatires  of  the 
IlniMi,  so  TMtiy  eslaiged,  on  tbe  realiiatlon  of 
those  Irishes,  even  beyond  evory  human  eipeeta- 
tloo,  and  upon  the  almost  infinite  ia^>qiectt  we  oan 
with  certainty  antieipMo. 

"  Permit  me,  Kr.  Speaker,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
Eoose  of  BepresentadTea,  to  Join,  to  the  exives- 
rion  of  thoae  aentbneDts,  a  mbate  of  my  liTcly 
grntitnde,  allbctionate  dcToUon,  and  profound  re- 
elect." 

After  the  General  auA  the  members  hod  re- 
■nmed  their  seats,  and  a  short  pause  ooonrred, 

Hr.  HiTOHcLL,  the  organ  of  uie  oommlttoe  of 
reception,  moved  an  adjournment. 

Tne  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  tlie  House 
ma  adorned  to  Uonday. 

Tbe  Speaker  then  desoended  trom  the  chair, 
and  most  aflectianatolj  saluted  the  Gkraersl 
IGb  ezamplo  was  (bllowed  by  the  mambws  of 
the  Eoose^  individnallj,  and  some  time  waa 
q>ent  in  thia  agreeable  maimer,  befbre  the  Oen- 
tt«l  retired. 

Fkedat,  December  17. 

JSiagara  3u_ffirvn. 

ib.  Tbact  moved  to  take  np  the  bill  aathor> 

fzbg  p^ment  for  proper^  loat  m  destroyed  t^ 


tho  enemy  during  tie  late  war;  which  wm 
oarried— ayea  91,  noes  4S. 

The  HooM  aooordingly  wont  into  Oommtttee 
of  the  Whole  on  that  bill,  (Mr.  Ouipbkll,  of 
Ohio,  in  the  chair.) 

Hr.  WiLLUjia,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that 
he  considered  the  qneation  presented  by  this 
bill  to  be  of  nearly  aa  great  importance  aa  any 
that  wonld  oooor  during  the  present  sesnoa  (a 
Oongrees ;  as  proporing  to  revive  the  ftmona 
act  of  Marob,  ISlfl,  which  had  been  the  oansa 
of  greater  dr^  firom  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Btatee  than  had  ever  been  made,  npon  the 
same  principle,  irom  the  Treasnry  of  any  dvU- 
ised  Qoremment  on  earth ;  for  no  Govenuuent 
ever  had  a  standing  law  of  the  nature  of  thaL 
The  bill  DOW  before  the  Hotise,  in  effect  pro- 
posed a  renewal  of  the  moet  important  section 
(the  9th)  <a  that  law.  At  thia  moment,  Hr. 
W.  said  he  felt  himself  entirely  nnprepared  to 
CO  into  anch  an  examination  of  thia  qneation  as 
It  might  require.  He,  therefore,  hoped  tba 
Eooae  wonld  indulge  him,  and  others  mmilady 
sitaat«d,  with  Author  time  for  oonaderatioa  ra 
the  anhject.  His  object  was  not  onnecesaarilr 
to  delay  the  oonaideratian  of  thesnbject;  but 
be  thoDght  It  important  to  have  before  thtt 
Eooae,  and  in  poaseanon  of  every  member,  tha 
oorrespondenoe  whidi  took  plaoe  between 
Aclmiral  Ooohrane  and  the  Se<u«tarf  of  Statft 
relative  to  tho  bmming  of  property  on  the 
Niagara  frontier.  There  was  another  doon- 
ment,  also,  which  he  wished  the  Honae  to  be 
in  pooseasion  of— a  document  origiualljr  brought 
here  to  oarrj  these  claims  throogh  tbe  Honsc^ 
bnt  which,  sinoe  the  year  I81S,  ho  had  never 
been  able  to  laj  hia  hands  opon.  When  these 
olahna  flrat  appeared  before  the  Eonae,  the 
daimanta  never  pretended  to  rest  them  npon 
the  grotmd  that  the  hnildioge  were  ocoaroed  t^ 
the  military  uithoritv  at  tbe  time  of  thdr 
deotrootion.  They  tnen  maintained  that  all 
these  bomingB  took  plaoe  on  the  ground  of 
retaliation  by  the  enemy;  and  believing  tiiat 
ground  sofflcient  to  snstun  their  cl^ms,  they 

Erpdnced  all  the  proof  of  it  that  tliey  oontd. 
Dt  u  the  Eonae  had  reftiaed  to  allow  the 
daims  on  that  ground,  they  have  now  changed 
their  podtion,  and  placed  their  olaima  on  a 
difihrent  one.  Mr.  W.  wished,  for  his  part, 
to  examine  Mly  the  pretext  npon  which  a 
re-enaotment  of  the  pcmidoiu  law  of  1810  was 
claimed ;  and  with  theae  views  he  wished  the 
oommittM  to  ri*^  in  order  to  have  the  papers 
printed. 

Mr.  Oaubbujhto,  of  Kew  York,  said,  he 
hoped  that  no  delay  wonld  be  interposed  la 
bringing  thia  anhjeat  before  the  Eonae— bat 
tliat  they  shonld  be  called  to  act  upon  it  imm^ 
diatdy;  being  persuaded  that  they  were  aa 
ftiUy  prepared  to  do  ao  now,  aa  they  wonld  be 
at  any  Aitore  time.  He  expreseed  hia  astonish- 
ment that,  of  all  the  members  of  tiie  Eooae, 
the  Ohairman  of  the  Committee  of  Olaimt 
ahonld  pTOfeM  any  want  of  information  on  fbla 
antjjeot— dnoe,  from  hia  <MtAil  iitoatiM,  a* 
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veil  u  the  able  and  ooiiq>ioi]otu  abAre  he  hod 
had  in  former  discnarioiia  on  thin  matter,  be 
■hoidd  have  snppoeed  him  to  be  better  iufbrmed 
of  erer7  eiraimutaiioe  reUtiog  to  it,  than  anr 
other  person.  If  permitted  to  proceed,  Ur.  0. 
■aid  that  he  ihoold  otmtand  that,  on  the  ground 
fint  t«ken  h7  the  elaimanls,  vk.,  that  Qte  iujiu7 
tb^  pK^ertr  bad  easUined  wu  inflicted  I^ 
the  enemy  aa  a  meamre  of  retaliatlMi,  tb^ 
olafan  wae  Just,  InumaiA  •■  it  was  in  retaWfan 
of  iqjnriee  flrat  inflicted  on  the  enemy  by  the 
ezprees  order  of  this  Ooremmeat,  tmtmgh  Um 
late  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  burning  of  the 
village  itf  Newark.  On  this  grotnod,  the  clidm 
iraa  perfectly  Biwtainable;  ae,  alao^  U  vonld  be 
on  the  other  gromid,  Til^  that  the  iQJnriee  were 
sootained  In  ooneeqnenee  of  the  oeenpation  or 
ue  of  the  pn)p«l7  by  the  United  Btatea.  If 
either  gronnd  were  established,  Ihese  claims 
onsbt  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Wmum  renewed  his  motion  that  tl>e 
OMnmittee  rise :  bot  once  more  sospended  it,  at 
the  pardcnlar  reqnest  of  Ur.  ^aot,  who  made 
some  explanation  in  re^dy  to  what  Ur.  W.  had 
Hdd,  M  to  the  dis^^weranee  of  the  doonment 
he  had  referred  to.  No  paUio  p^er  fm  the 
fatjeot  had  been  withdrawn,  bni  oa  the  con- 
trary, all  the  p^wrs  otmnected  with  the  geaenl 
mtfjeot,  bad  been  printed  with  the  le^wrt  of  the 


and  bad  leave  to  sit  sg^n ;  and  on  motlm.  o 
Jb.  Wmium,  the  P|V>erB  referred  to  whilst  in 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  were  ordered  to  be 
[tinted. 

UoinuT,  Deoembw  80. 
Virginia  InUmt  Claim. 
Ur.  A.  SnvKBaoB,  of  Vir^nia,  rose  to  aA 
the  attwtion  of  the  Honse  to  a  snbjeet  vhioh 
was  iotereedng  to  Virginia,  and  merited  an 
early  consideration.  It  related  tothewMat^ 
jlsd  olaimH  of  that  State,  fc^  adtaneet  <tf  eMMy 
made  by  her  for  the  ose  of  the  General  GoTem- 
meat,  dnring  the  late  war.  The  enbijeat,  Ur.  S. 
■eld,  had  been  preeented  to  Oongrea  by  the 
President,  in  a  very  strong  mwniige,  at  the  last 
•eMion;  bat  owing  to  ciroiunitaDoea  nnneoea- 
MiT  to  mentk»,  had  not  beaa  acted  on.  He 
wiahed  !t  taken  up,  and  finally  disposed  o£  It 
was  proper,  however,  that  he  shooid  state  to 
the  mmee^  that  Virginia  would  press  the  pay- 
ment only  of  that  part  of  the  claim  which 
related  to  inierett  actvall]/  paid  hj/  A«r  ett 
Humeri  berremad  /or  ike  vm  ^  tA»  Om^ral 
Got^mment,  arid  ditbwttd  in  ill  itrviee.  He 
Stated  this  fact  to  prevent  any  tnitundtntanding 
as  to  (^  eharaeter  of  tht  etavn,  and  the  prm- 
eiflti  which  it  involved.  Of  its  merits  Ur.  6. 
said,  he  would  not  now  speak.  At  a  ^per 
time,  he  woold  endeavor  tu  show  to  theHoose 
that  the  claim  asserted  by  Virginia  was  foonded 
in  Jostice  and  antiiority,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 
TUs,  however,  be  would  s^,  th^  whatever 
the  eondnet  of  other  Sutes  in  the  Union  migjit 


have  been  during  the  late  war,  there  was  not 
one  who  had  beeo  more  stead&st  and  ^alnter- 
eeted  in  her  services  than  Virginia,  or  more 
loyal  in  the  devotion  of  her  resources  to  the 
general  defence.  Bhe  now  only  asked  that  her 
olaima  should  be  speedily  a^osted  upon  fair 
and  just  prindplea.  This  was  dae  as  well  td 
this  Govemmoit  as  to  Virginia,  and  with  that 
view  he  hegged  leave  to  submit  the  fi^owing 
reeolution: 

ItMehid,  That  the  Committee  on  Utitary  AlUn 
be  inslnieted  to  inqniTe  into  (he  propriety  of  pio- 
vlffing  by  law  for  the  nimbnnement  of  the  amDniit 
of  Interest  paid  by  tbe  State  of  Yirgiola,  aptm 
Iceas  of  money  negotiated  by  her  for  the  nee  of 
the  Oeoeral  Ghtvenment,  during  tbe  late  war  b»- 
tweoi  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

Ur.  Ba,LBFB,  of  New  Tork,  moved  to  amend 
the  reeoinlion.  eo  as  to  refer  the  sulyect  to  the 
Oopgoittee  of  (Mms;  whidh  was  oarried— 
ay«aU,  noes  W. 

Thus  amended,  Uie  reeolution  was  agreed  tOk 
Oeatpaiien  <{f  &e  Oolumhia  Jwer. 

Ur.  FioiD,  of  Yir^nia,  moved  that  tlw 
House  go  into  Oconmittee  of  tbe  Wbide  «n  the 
State  tf  the  Union,  with  a  view  to  take  tip  tba 
bill  "  for  the  ooonpatlon  of  the  mouth  ot  the  0^ 
liunbia  (or  Oregon)  River ;"  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  Honse  went  into  omnmittae  aoowd- 
indy,  Jir.  A.  Stkvkbbos  in  the  chair. 

The  bill  was  read  by  sections,  and  the  sevenl 
blanks  were  filled. 

Ur.  Plots,  of  Virgjnis,  atU,  so  mneh,  Ur. 
Chunnao,  has  been  said  and  written  m  this 
snbjeet,  that  I  will  be  as  oondse  as  possible,  as 
I  do  not  wish  to  ooosume  the  Ume  of  the  oom- 
mittee. This  subject  has  be«i  eo  kmg  befiwe 
tbe  Honss^  that  I  presome  the  mind  of  evet7 
nnut  be  satiafled  as  to  the  yitfptie^ 
man;  I  will  therefore,  <nly  present 
ideas  and  additional  flnia  widch  aia 
in  my  possesrioo,  and  mv  infereDoes  from  those 
fiwCs,  and  content  myse^  with  that  d«ttao»  dt 
the  measore,  (o  leave  the  bill  to  its  fiite. 

I  know  that  it  is  an  opinion  much  n^ed,  and 
generally  adopted,  that  we  should  keep  our 
popnIaUon  as  mucn  oondensed  as  possible;  that 
there  would  be  danger  in  erecting  a  territoiy 
at  BO  great  a  distance  as  protection  wonld  M 
difflonU,  if  not  impo^ble,  vid  that  there  wodid 
be  danger  of  separatjon;  'that,  in  all  militai7 
operadoos,  the  frontier  to  be  protected  ttbould 
be  as  smaU  bb  the  natnra  of  the  case  would 
permit,  and  that  well  fortified. 

In  rallying  to  all  theae  objections,  I  would 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  nrging  my  own 
opinionB,  I  will  candidly  state  to  tbe  House, 
that,  to  me,  it  seems  veiy  doubtful,  whether 
military  posts  and  fortified  places  are  at  all  ne- 
cessary in  a  oonntry  utoatea  as  ours  is.  Not- 
withstanding these  are  my  opinttms,  I  am  will- 
S[  to  grant  any  thing  in  reBS<m  which  the  ad- 
nisttaUcn  of  the  country  m^  think  necea> 
sary  to  its  deftnes.  We  often  reoeive  c^nktns 
from  otben^  and  fton  book%  taUiif  the  anlyMt 
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vith  tlto  nutter,  and,  bf  uur  uwu  uutirBiv  m- 
fleoliioii,  9plf  tbeax  to  Um  toMiag  lUte  of 
tb^igs.  iHa  I  believe  to  be  the  «ue,  aa  It  re- 
eerda  onr  notirats  d  mllUaiy  de&noea.  It  b 
fiidaed  traes  ^^'''t  ii>  ^^^  <^J  "S^  Enrope  was 
beld  by  aome  powetfbl  natitraa,  vbo  fortified 
tbeir  citiea.  At  tlutt  dv,  tlie  natimi  vaa  al- 
most altoMtber  in  the  tity,  the  oeiuit]7  bwng 
tilled  by  the  poor  aaat  out  fbr  the  pnrpoae,  or 
br  aUvea ;  utd,  when  it  trta  OTemin  by  the 
Sortbam  barbariana,  thej  ware  oUiged  to  de- 
&i)d  theneelyea  in  theae  fbrtneaee  aa  the; 
conld ;  it  waa  not  war,  bat  oonqneat  and  eMar- 
minatioo. 

The  fleroe  oonteat  waa  aoon  orer;  tlie  ootm- 
br  waa  parcelled  out  amtatg  the  bamu  who 
fiulowed  their  daring  ohie^  or  king,  tlie  freat 
baroi^itf  the  inyading  foroe. 

Thna  {daoed  amid  a  new  and  beantiftil  oonn- 
try,  fertile  and  abounding  in  wealth,  tbeee 
fltt!«e  and  han^^  barbariiuiB  aoon  engaged  in 
actaof BtrifeandmntttalaggreRainL  Itbeoame 
a  matter  of  importonea  to  eaoh,  to  aeenre  him- 
■elf  agunat  the  sndden  attaok  of  faia  neighbor, 
which,  by  meana  of  beaoon  Area,  kindled  on 
the  tope  of  monntaina.  a  blaat  from  the  tram- 
pet,  or  other  Bignals  of  oo-operation,  irrnptiona 
ware  freqnently  made  on  Moh  other's  domin- 
f ana,  without  an  hour^  noSoa ;  henoe,  atrong 
oaatlea  or  fortresea  became  neoeasar^ ,  or  rather 
indiqieosaUe.  Warring  with  each  otfao*,  and 
Mtoetiniea  with  the  Unj^  filled  np  the  space  of 
nunj  jewa.  The  euontiTa,  bowerer,  grad- 
nally  inoreaaing  ita  powv,  violatiDg  the  rights 
rf  the  peoide,  and  oonacanllr  enorwdilng  on 
the  power  of  the  barons,  eatabliahed  ItMlf  more 
firnUj:  yet,  the  oastlee  were  not  flnallj  de- 
atrored  oa  the  continent  imtil  abont  the  reign 
cf  Henr^  IV.  Aa  the  baroo^were  sabdn^ 
and  tiieir  foitreaeee  demcJidied,  standing  ar- 
mfea,  hj  degreee,  were  fattrodooed,  and  each 
king  niaintrinlng  an  army,  greater  perh^M 
than  the  aotoal  state  of  tmgB  required,  com- 
peDed  his  neighbor  to  reaort  to  the  like  means 
Br  aecority  and  defenoe ;  thna  the  drote  of  the 
Uiwdom  was  fivtified  instead  of  the  banmy, 
and  Uie  natioaa  of  Eu^w  came  to  flwtU^  them- 
aelrea  against  each  other,  Just  as  the  fMj  bar- 
oat  ha&  done ;  the  frontlBr  waa  enlarged,  bnt 
the  ayatem  not  changed ;  hoioe,  the  mnltitnde 
at  fiirtreases  that  oover  Ennqw.  Here,  how- 
•w,  we  hare  notUng  of  tins  aort  to  fear ;  onr 
oonntry  is  of  sooh  vast  extent,  that  we  are  pro- 


..      _       g by  their  intrignea,  „ 

Uw  nnwarrantaUe  ambilion  ot  the  great  atatea, 
fajbting  removed  fhim  them,  Wehavanoene- 
mt,  nor  can  have  any,  bnt  sadi  aa  comes  ftvm 
Enrope, — Ennqte,  the  diatorber  of  the  world  I 

SbMild  we  ttar  time,  nofbrtnnately,  find 
flonelrea  involved  in  war  with  any  power 
In  Enrope,  we  ahall  alw^s  have  time  enongh 
to  prepare  for  the  event ;  and,  aa  we  shmud 
^«ve  to  DwM  in  battle,  I  baUeve  it  wonld  be  <tf 


[H.  or  &. 

HtUe  eooaeqiMOce  to  the  Amertoan  peoph^ 
how,  ta  where.  Onr  large  dties,  concentrat- 
ing nnieh  wealth,  and  attracting  the  attenti(m 
of  an  enemy,  ongfat  to  be  secnred  by  strong 
and  jndidons  fortifications ;  for  the  rest,  the 
anna  of  the  dtizens  should  be  their  fbrtreasaa, 
aa  none  can  donbt,  that,  in  all  time  to  oome, 
abonld  an  enterprising  enemy  oome  to  onr  shorej 
and  wish  to  land,  he  can  do  bo,  in  despite  of  all 
the  fortifloationB  raised,  or  to  be  rtdsed.  Again, 
mi^t  it  not  be  an  objaotion  to  this  vast  m- 
tern  of  fortifying  onr  AoutisT,  the  favorite  pun 


to  obt^  water,  and  secure  their  ships,  and  re- 
pair sU  damage  to  the  army  and  navy  t  Iliia 
qoooirenoe  wmdd  be  a  moat  serions  thmg  to  as. 
He  wonld  then  hare  to  be  beaten  oat  by  a 
mnoh  enperior  finve,  which  wonld  require  an 
expenae  eoiretpondlngly  large,  nor  oonid  theae 
vast  fbrbweee  be  a^dy  introsted  to  a  few 
men ;  the  force  onght  to  be  at  least  anSolent 
to  man  the  works,  which,  at  one  point  in  Vir- 
ginia, I  have  ouderstood,  would  require  from 
aevm  to  ten  thousand  men ;  this,  too,  at  a  place, 
where,  during  the  late  war,  we  iiad  not  a  man, 
I  rqteat  it,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  rifle,  and  a 
knowledge  of  ita  use,  is  the  best  defence  for  our 
conntrj,  with  the  eioeption  of  the  commerdal 
oitiels,  which  should  be  eecored  by  strong  forts, 
Sparta  thooght  so,  in  days  long  past;  and 
K^Mleon-'haa  proved,  in  the  late  ware  of 
Europe,  how  easy  it  Is  to  march  by  those  for- 
tresses, and  conquer  his  enemy,  which  had  cost 
so  mni^  time,  labor,  and  expense,  besides  the 
lo«  of  so  many  HvM,  In  the  fine  armies  com- 
manded by  Sum,  Uariborough,  and  others. 

I  am,  nerertheleaa,  willing  to  aot  pradently 
upon  the  plan  approved  to  tbe  oountry,  aid 
oonUnue  their  plwis;  yet,  admitting  the  counM 
to  be  correct,  the  nnmber  of  military  posta^ 
and  the  points  at  which  they  shoold  be  erected, 


perceive  that  more  than  twenty-three  or  four, 
or,  at  moat,  twenty-five,  fortified  places  are 
neoeseary ;  iJiey  are  these  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  and  dlq^osed  as  follows:  Mwne,  Ports- 
month,  Boston,  Bhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  Delaware,  Baltimore,  Norfolk, 
perbi^  Old  Point  Ooinftirt,  North  Oarolin% 
Oharleston,  Savannah.  St.  Angostine,  Fensa- 
oola,  Mobile,  the  Misosedppi  River,  PUttaburg, 
Niagara,  DeOvit,  acme  arsenals 'and  depoaits. 
The  fintreoes  oa  the  seaboard  might  be  taken 
oare  of  by  a  portimi  of  the  infantry  and  the 
artillery ;  the  residue  might  be  disbibnted  (m 
tbe  northern  and  western  frontier. 

There  is,  as  I  understand,  a  raiment  at  Saok- 
ett's  Harbor,  at  this  time,  a  force,  in  my  opin- 
ion, too  great  for  the  post :  part  of  that  regi- 
ment oonld  well  be  sparer  or  even  a  port  at 
thoae  now  at  the  Oounoil  Bluffi,  and  posted  at 
die  month  of  Oolambia  or  Oregon  Kiver,  whioh 
wonld  obviate  any  objecticm  whkh  might  arlw 
on  that  point. 


b,Google 


ABBIDOHSNT  OF  THB 


OseapotfiM  y  lb  Cebmhia  JUrtr. 


[DBOnCBXK,  t 


U,  howerer,  this  shonld  be  objected  to, 
-whioh  I  caoaot  p«roelTQ,  from  tbe  &ot  that 
tte  armf,  nnall  aa  soioe  a^  it  is,  neTeithelew 
ie  defident  bv  aeveral  hundred  of  its  proper 
number,  ootdd  be  flUed  by  eoUatmenta  for  that 
wrrioe,  or  sathority  mi^t  be  ^Ten  to  increase 
the  army  by  law  to  two  hnitdred  oommon  sol- 
diers tnore,  whid)^  (vganiied  as  oar  army  is, 
oonld  be  done  wil2i  'perfect  oonTenleitae,  by 
adding  a  few  men  more  to  each  compaoy,  and 
not  ooet  more  than,  perhapa,  two  thooBand 
dollan. 

On  the  Boore  of  eoooomy,  Qm  measure  can 
be  Jiutified  as  the  army  now  stands,  to  even  a 
gTMter  extent.  Tlie  report  originaUy  preaent- 
ed  to  this  House,  oont«mplatea  also  a  post  at 
the  Mandan  Villages,  as  well  aa  at  the  month 
of  the  Oregon;  troops  at  these  points  would 
raliere  the  neoeasitT  of  intwmediata  posta,  and 
not  lengthen  the  fine  of  defenoe;  uia  wonld 
give  greater  aeonrity  to  the  oonntry,  and,  by 
dimfiLLshing  the  nnmber  of  posts,  diminiah  alao 
the  pQblio  ezpeoditore. 

It  is,  at  all  times,  a  disagreeable  task  for  me 
to  reonr  to  the  aoenea  whlcli  took  place  in  the 
Westem  ooiintry  thirty  or  forty  years  ago ; 
none  have  so  deeply  snfibred  by  tnose  wars. 
agitated  and  produced  by  British  agenta  and 
British  traders;  that  oonnliy  must  be  seoore — 
tbeae  troahles  shall  oeaae— the  trade  onght  to 
be  onr  own. 


stent  at  the  peaoe  of  1788,  waa  in  a  sitoation 
irtkioh  disposed  it  to  agree  to  almost  any  terms 
of  peaoe  wbioh  should  recognize  the  ind^end- 
enoe  of  onr  oonntry;  I  do  not  mention  it  in 
terma  of  reproach;  on  Uie  other  hand,  they 
were  wise  and  pmdent,  Bnt  the  Britaah  were 
on  better  gronnd  to  negotiate;  ttiey  provided 
for  their  trade;  th^ knew  well  the  value  of 
the  flir  trade  of  the  West,  and  the  ibuneose  In- 
flnenoe  it  gave  her  over  tOie  IndUn,  whloh,  ao- 
ootding  to  her  avowed  prjadples,  she  cotdd 
use  in  war.  Tliat  trade  was  demanded,  and  it 
ifaa  wholly  smrendered  to  them.  Enzland 
has  shown,  in  all  her  treatieH,  that  she  knew 
well  the  value  of  this  trade,  and,  fW>m  the  mo- 
ment she  got  posaeseitm  of  Canada  nntil  the 
present  time,  ane  has  cheri^ied  it ;  and,  in  her 
bte  treatv  with  ns,  she  has  displayed  her  aa- 
gadty  and  great  knowledge  of  the  salgeot,  and 
Qie  ^ae  of  the  trade  (^  the  Oregon.  She  has 
driven  onr  dtizeos  from  that  country ;  we  can 
no  longer  trade  there ;  and,  by  an  arrangement 
with  the  East  India  Company,  and  Bonth  Bea 
Company,  their  traders  ai«  permitted  to  ship 
their  goods  from  London  and  Idverpool  direct 
to  the  mouth  of  that  river.  Our  traders,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  two  shipments  to  make, 
paying  a  daty  c^  from  86  to  Sli  per  cent,  so 
that  when  uiey  come  into  competition  with 
the  Briton,  he  is  only  selling  at  cost  that  which 
the  Engltebman  is  dispodng  of  at  a  profit  equal 
to  the  only  paid  by  ng ;  the  ooonpatio&  contem- 
plated by  this  bill,  with  the  aid  of  a  Oaatotn 


Honse,  at  no  distant  day,  wonld  go  far  to  rem- 
edy tbis  evil. 

It  has  been  hinted  by  some,  that  the  inhaU- 
tants  of  Or^^n,  in  time,  might4)ecome  stronf^ 
and  be  disposed  to  separate  from  us.  Wh^ 
let  me  ask,  could  be  the  indncement  to  anoh  a 
messurel  With  a  vast  power  to  the  Bonth 
and  to  the  north  presmng  upon  them,  with  no 
reciprocal  interest,  they  wonld  find  themselves 
drawn  more  doeely  to  the  Union,  supplying  by 
their  industry  these  powers,  and  findang  an  im> 
mense  oonntry  to  the  east  inhabited  by  thdr 
Mends  and  relations,  obeying  the  same  laws, 
and  taking  from  them  many  of  the  rich  pro- 
dootions  of  the    east,  without  an  increase  ot 


we  know  of  the  le^talation  of  Maine,  or  Kew 
Hampshire,  or  of  Georgia  t  Bo  not  onr  Judges 
expound  the  laws  of  Oongreea  as  well  in  ttwse 
States  as  in  Uarylaud  or  Yirginia  t  Wonld  not 
a  Judge  in  Oregon  do  his  doty  as  well  as  a 
Judge  in  MtsBourll  Does  it  matter  where,  or 
in  wliat  place,  the  laws  are  made!  What  is 
liie  sfipearanoe  of  things  when  Congress  ad* 

ionms,  the  President  retired  to  his  &rm,  and 
lis  Secretaries  gone  to  tlidr  homes}  All  local 
or  8tat«  affldrs  the  people  of  Oregon  could  trans- 
act for  thunselves,  as  well  as  the  States  on 
this  shore ;  their  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union  would  be  tbe  samef  the  intereM  of  the 
peo^e  on  that  side  of  the  Rocky  Konntains 
would  be  identified  with  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  the  whole  Atlantic  coast  in  a  strong- 
er degree,  in  my  opinion,  than  Vermont  ana 
Lonisiana,  and  will  coatjnne  as  long. 

Notwithstanding  tUa,  sappose  there  shonU 
be  a  separate  Oovemment,  and  they  become  an 
independent  people,  is  there  any  tldng  very 
shoosing  in  thist  Is  it  not  in  unison  with  our 
own  pnndples  to  separ^  freely  and  peacea- 
bly, when  the  force  of  circnmstsnces  makes  It 
manifestly  neoeaBaryt  And  would  it  not  be 
better  to  have  our  children  there,  than  the 
Spaniard,  Englishman,  or  the  ron^  Rnsdant 
Surely,  if  we  do  not  occupy  It,  some  t'~  ' 


will,  as  so  large,  beantitnl,  and  fertile  a  oonntry, 
aboanding  in  nrodaotions  better  in  the  ridi 
markets  of  India  and  China,  than  rilver  aod 


gold,  cannot  be  left  nntoumted.  Uoreover, 
the  law  of  nations,  which  we  req>eot^  would  go 
far  to  jnstity  them  in  taking  poaseerion  of  ib 
Would  we,  in  that  case,  wage  war  to  recover 
it!  If  so,  that  war  wonld  cost  much  niorv 
than  the  occupation  proposed  by  fhb  biD. 
Wonldyon  abandon  it)  Then  say  so,  sndlettha 
enterprise  of  yonr  dHsens  choose  the  courMt 
Many  now  go  to  Mexico  and  to  Canada,  where 
they  get  land  for  the  asking ;  the  indnoement 
to  Oregon  would  not  be  confined  to  that  poor 
prospect  of  a  piece  of  Isnd. 

Mr.  Chdrman,  this  river  must  be  occnided ; 
so  noUe  a  stream,  watering  with  its  brandtesa 
tract  of  ooontrr  from  tbe  4ad  to  the  6Sd  degreo 
of  north  latitad&  and  from  the  Padfic  Ocean  a 
thonsand  ndlsB  in  tbe  interior,  witli  a  oUnMUy 
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thoDgh  north  of  this  dtf  Mvenl  degrees  of  lat- 
itade,  jet  bb  mild  u  thu,  osnnot  remain  unoo- 
copieo.  This  oonntry,  too,  if  there  is  a  spot  on 
the  &ce  of  the  globe  deetiiiad  to  feel  less  of  the 
atUmity  of  war  than  another,  it  is  this  plaoe : 
this^  I  Bhonld  think,  would  be  auothar  strong 
indaoeraeot  ftx  its  BettlemenL 

All  the  vara  whioh  have  agitated  the  world, 
have  be«i  in,  or  bad  their  rise  in  Europe— sll 
the  wan  we  hsTS  had,  and  perti^M  will  have 
toe  agea,  oan  onlj  be  ttixa  Ennqke.  All  the  de- 
faioes  we  bars  planned,  and  are  planiring,  is  to 
•eoore  onnelves  againat  the  wan  of  Europe — 
from  all  this,  Oregon  will  be  oomptvadTelj 
freed.  If  thwe  is  a  man,  whose  reUgion,  or 
whoBs  jod^ment  or  feeliogi  diupprovea  tsi  -WKt, 
then  let  um  settle  in  Oregon,  where  Ti(iinaai^ 
and  his  deeoeodante  for  ag«  to  oome,  will  be 
unmolested  by  the  din  of  anns.  Hneda,  from 
the  aitostioti  of  her  oapital,  hia  oommandW  in- 
terests, and  Uie  mass  of  her  popnlation,  will  re- 
rnain  a  European  power'-^he  cannot  distorb 
na  at  BO  distant  a  pcunt  The  ooart  of  Asia  is 
too  distant,  too  wild  and  nnimproTed,  to  become 
the  seat  of  Bdval^;  and  ehomd  war  arise  with 
that  power,  Enrope  and  the  Adantio  most  feel 
its  effects.  Should  England  be  the  enemj,  the 
reaolt  would  be  the  same — that  tenitoir  is  too 
distant  bf  sea  to  enable  them  to  fit  ont  an; 
thing  like  a  heavy  fbroe :  wherefore,  tiie  dan- 
ger of  molestation  would  be  email.  From  the 
ctMBt  of  China,  we  know  there  is  no  danger. 
The  experienoe  of  manj  oentories  of  exemption 
from  war,  has  taught  her  the  wisdoni  of  peaoe. 
She  will  not,  cannot  war  with  ns.  from  Uex- 
ioo,  Fern,  Oolombis,  and  Chili,  there  will  be 
littie  danger ;  es  the  prodnots  of  the  two  oonn- 
tnea  are  totall;  different,  we  oannot  oompete 
in  the  market ;  and  they  nare  no  timber  to  be- 
ocHne  a  nAval  power :  ircaa  that  quarter  we  are 
B«fe.  li^  however,  tite  KepnbUc  should  be 
idnnged  in  war,  it  moat  be  <m  the  Atlantio 
shore,  where  it  can  defend  iteelf;  that  coast 
would  ssk  no  proteotion.  The  whole  shore  of 
the  ocean  is  almost  a  perpendioiilar  rook,  only 
^^roached  throw^  the  montha  of  the  nveiH, 
eanly  Moored,  uid  eadly  defended,  which  leaves 
all  at  ease  within.  tranqoUli^  and  peace. 

litere  la,  Ur.  Cndrman,  another  point  of  view 
in  which  this  soljeot  presents  itself  still  more 
important  to  ns,  and  one  which  oiuht  to  engage 
the  most  Ksnom  attention  of  the  Bepnblio. 

Tbtt  river  is  tiie  largeat  whidt  empties  itself 
into  the  Padfio  Ocean  <»i  the  whole  ooast  of 
America,  or  on  the  coast  of  Ad&  oa  &r,  at  leas^ 
as  China.  It  has  aoH  and  timber  to  any  ex* 
tent,  fine  harbors,  and  mneh  heoUh.  From 
tliiB  point,  the  whole  Fadfic  Ocean  oaa  be  com- 
manded ;  and  is  the  (nly  pwnt  on  the  dobe, 
where  a  naval  power  can  reaob  the  East  India 
posaeerions  of  onr  eternal  enemy,  Oreat  Britun. 
it  is  wdl  known  to  vnej  member  of  the  House, 
that  tiiroogb  all  bar  straggles  with  Ifapoleon, 
and  amidst  all  the  gigantio  tchemaa  and  ex- 
hanstlesa  reeonroes  of  that  great  man,  her  trade 
to  India  conained  nntonohed  and  aeonre.    It  is 


well  known  that  he  had  planned  a  descent  np<Hi 
ber  !East  India  poasewiona;  but  as  he  himself 
declared  in  his  conversations  with  Mr.  O'Meara, 
at  St.  Helena,  a  book  all  have  seen,  the  troth 
of  which,  none  doubt,  that  he  was  never  able 
to  accomplish  it :  because,  on  oonsnltation  with 
his  ablest  naval  commanders,  and  on  varloaa 
calcolations,  he  fonnd  that  the  fieet  would  be 
defident,  as  he  observed;  in  one  month's  pip- 
ply  of  water.  If,  then,  we  secure  the  posses- 
non  of  Oregon,  and  avail  ourselves  of  tfie  fine 
harbors  andship  timber  which  we  know  how 
to  use,  which  fact,  the  English,  at  least,  ought 
not  to  donbt,  we  take  the  strongest  and  sorest 
seonritv  of  Biit^n,  fbr  her  iiiture  good  behavior. 
She  vrill  be  very  eaotions  how  she  evinoes  tbat 
wantonness  and  iqjuatice,  and  utter  disr^jard 
of  dM  rights  of  this  Bepublio,  which  led  to  the 
last  war  with  her,  when  she  knows  that,  in 
thirty  or  forty  dayE^we  can,  at  any  time,  strike 
blow  on  her  East  India  poesesdons,  which,  of 


our  future  peaoa,  than  her  futh  in  the  observ- 
ance of  treaties,  or  her  impreaaions  of  justice. 
We  shonld,  loo,  obt^n  the  entire  control  of  that 
ooean,  where  we  have,  even  now,  annually, 
dght  or  ten  milllone  of  propwty.  Uexioo, 
Peru,  Ohili,  and  Colombia  cannot,  and  Britain, 
in  those  seas,  must  forever  renuun  too  weak  to 
cope  with  us.  We  will  be  in  good  ports  at 
home ;  they  have  all  the  dangers  of  a  voyage 
round  a  cape  proverbial  fbr  its  storms,  and  two 
oceans,  mating  a  distanoe  of  perhaps  thirty 
thousand  miles.  If,  in  any  future  war,  a  ship 
should  be  taken  from  the  enemy  in  that  sea, 
instead  of  burning  i^  or  suffering  it  to  rot,  aa 
was  done  by  the  inlfepid  Porter,  we  would 
have  a  near  and  safe  port  to  enter,  where  oil 
priaes  oonld  be  secured,  and,  by  a  court  of  ad- 
miraUy,  Um  yrmectij  obaoged,  which  could  be 
sold  to  the  meronants  of  any,  or  all  of  the  pow- 
era  below,  or  evMi  to  the  Knsdane.  This,  then, 
^vee  as  the  oommand  of  that  ooean,  from  the 
Bay  of  Bengal,  to  Oqie  Horn,  and  to  Behrlng^ 
Straits,  Eamtsohatka  and  Ocholsk. 

From  this  bill  wiU  result  all  these  imptKlant 
oonsideratiws:  We  procure  and  protect  tbe 
fur  trade,  worth  to  England  three  millions  of 
dollan  a  year.  We  engross  the  whale  trade,  a 
most  valuable  branch  of  commerce,  so  plenty 
on  that  ooast,  that  Fortlook,  an  English  navt. 
Mtor,  Bt^  that  in  1787,  when  in  latUade  67° 
be  saw  the  ooean  oovered  with  whales  as  far  aa 
the  eye  could  see.  We  control  the  Sooth  Sea 
trade,  as  it  is  called— the  trade  in  seals,  and  in 
the  idonds  of  the  Padflo.  W«  most  govern  the 
Oantos  tnde.  All  this  iloh  oonimeroe  oould  be 
governed,  if  not  engroaaed,  by  capitalists  at 
Or^ion,  "ftUng  it  the  Tyre  of  Amenca,  to  sin>- 
ply  the  whole  coast  b^ow,  and  thus  obtain  the 
silver  and  gold  of  those  rich  oonntries  on  that 
coast,  more  valuable  to  as  than  the  mines  them- 
selves ;  for  the  nation  which  works  in  iron,  and 
labors  in  oommeroe,  hss  always,  and  will  for- 
ever, govern  those  who  work  u  gold.    Hera  ia 
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K  mj,  dwD,  to  nipply  the  market  ttf  OsntiHi 
with  til  it  waoti,  vithont  ft  ddlar  in  apede 
from  the  Repnblio.  What  floor,  and  oottoo, 
fiid  toboooov  M  taken  tma  the  ITsited  Btatea, 
bj  ships  in  that  trade,  on  what  the7  oall  indi- 
rect voyages,  are  first  diepoeed  of  in  Btm^  or 
the  MediMrranean,  for  alrer.  c^mn,  Ao.,  and 
these  are  ehipped  to  Ohina,  where  the  opiam  is 
bet^  thwi  eilTar.  Tko  ginseng  <tf  the  Oregon, 
tbe^r  of  that  riTer  and  that  sea,  with  sandal 
wood,  and  other  Tolnable  prodnotionj  of  the 
islands,  will  parnhaae  all  we  want,  not  ontv  to 
npplj  onr  own  wants,  hot  to  dispoee  of  in  Bo- 
rope,  and  retnm  tiie  [woceedf  to  oor  own  ooni^ 
tiy.  Huch  oaa  be  ttkaa  to  Oregon,  and  from 
tlieiiM,  shipped  to  tie  Govemmoita  twlow,  or 
fluniahed  to  the  merobants  of  Heiloo,  Ona- 
timala,  and  others,  aa  tbe^  may  find  it  oonTen- 
lent  to  apply  for  them,  by  so  short  a  Toyige — 
from  t«n  to  twenty-two  days. 

.  The  trade  to  Ouit^m  has  'never  been  properly 
regarded  by  ns ;  when  viewed  in  a  pn^ter  Ught 
it  is  of  zreat  ^ne  to  Qi6  United  Stet«^  and 
onghttobeoiieriahed,  or,  aa  sometimes  biq)[>ena, 
the  best  thing  tlut  can  be  done,  ia,  to  do 
nothing;  and  this  ia  emphatiaaUy  one  of  theae 
oases.  If  proof  of  this  weie  wanting,  it  wonld 
only  be  necessary  to  ocHnpare  onr  commeroe 
with  Great  Britain.  Her  ^tst  India  Company, 
her  Sonth  Sea  Company,  and  other  oharten 
granted  to  monopoUsta,  will,  if  persevered  in, 
mia  Uidr  ooont^,  or  soon  rank  tliem  below 
tiie  United  States,  or  ^ve  employment  to  manr 
tons  of  American  shipping,  to  carry  that  whion 
Hkdr  own  sal^eots  cannot  do. 

The  ides  has  been  pretty  generally  spread 
abroad,  that  notbing  is  taken  in  the  Canton 
market  bnt  gold  and  silver,  ginseng,  and  Am. 
Tins  I  explained  on  a  fivmer  occasion,  that, 
owing  to  the  bulk  and  low  prices  of  bread 
ataSt,  &C.,  and  their  liability  to  spoil  from  so 
long  a  voyage,  throngh  a  hot  oounUy,  that  they 
would  not  pay  the  ex^nse  of  frd^t.  Bnt, 
from  the  month  of  this  river,  the  vovage  is 
short  and  safe,  which  will  affi»a  a  good  pnSt 
for  floor,  and  all  other  artiolw  the  prodnots  d 
ogrionltore.  OotUm,  too,  has  been  sold  there 
KM"  a  good  price;  broken  ^assi  leather,  gin, 
brandy,  and  candles.  What  a  proqteot  for  the 
tbe  tanner  I  ki  a  oonntry  attonndlng  in  timber, 
of  oak  and  spmce  pine,  affording  bark  of  the 
iMSt  ijoalitj  as  oontaiimig  mooh  of  the  tanning 
tnlnoiple,  with  skins  in  inexhaustible  aboDdasoe 
from  the  phiaa  below. 

If  the  HoQse  will  indulge  me  a  few  mfnutea, 
I  will  now  make  some  expoAOsat  of  the  wlule 
trade,  and  the  trade  to  the  Western  Ooeao. 
Tor  all  I  shall  say,  I  have  the  docoments  in  my 
band,  and  if  tliere  is  an  enor,  it  b,  I  know,  in 
making  the  exporition  lesa  than  the  real  &ot; 
bttt  I  deem  it  inndent  to  present  Uie  least  &vor- 
able  view  it  is  anBoepttbto  of.  It  is  proper  Ibr- 
ther  to  observe,  that  thia  part  of  the  sobjeet 
may  be  tntter  nnderstood,  that  the  nmnber  of 
vewels  here  stated,  regards  the  departores  and 
srivals  each  year ;  tbongh  it  is  bdieved  that 


in  some  yeara  there  m^  be  mwe  at  K 
other  Tears,  whieh,  of  ooivsa,  w 
noliead  th^  year,  whkh  may^  ou  we  uiuw 
hand,  be  ooonterlMlanoad  ij  the  arrival  of  « 
essu  which  that  year  deared;  yetttisi^Mty 


In  the  year  1S19,  there  cleared  from  Beaton, 
8  ships,  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery,  and  com- 
meroe of  the  Western  Ooean  Aa.  The  ten- 
nage  of  these  ships  amoonted  to  S,171,  nav- 
igided  by  lU  aeamen.  Tb^  partieniar  idaoea 
^  desdnaticm  were  Chili,  Lima,  Valparaisa^ 
Bandwioh  Islands.  Western  Oosst,  Ao,  New 
Bedford,  tweoty-eight  eUpi^  tonnage  7,879,  seft- 
meaWS.  £dgaitown,  fourteen  shipsLtonnag* 
8,906,  seaman  SSL  Newport,  oaa  ship,  tona 
806,  scanuBi  28.  nwidenoe,  three  ships,  ton* 
6S0,  seamen  97.  New  London,  four  ships,  bHW 
84fi,  seamen  74.  New  York,  one  ship  of  188 
tons,  and  SI  seamen.    Iliere  entered  that  year, 


In  the  year  18S0  there  cleared  108 
ships,  S5,118  torn,  navigated  by  9,098  seamen; 
and  arrived  68  ships,  18,681  tons,  and  946  sea- 
men,  making  161  ships,  88,619  tons,  and  8,00S 

la  1891  there  sailed  leSahlpe.  tonnage  41,650, 
navigated  by  8,1.99  leamsn.  There  sirived  that 
year,  68  ships,  19,908  tone,  seamen  not  known, 
mskmg  916  fhipa,  tcomage  64,460.  In  1893 
there  stuled  161  ships;  tonnage  48,616;  se*- 
ineo8,174.  ThetearrivedSOships, tons  18,197; 
there  is  no  aote  of  the  seamen  who  entered, 
save  160  in  New  York ;  making  that  year,  941 
ships,  tons  61,618.  In  1828,  there  sailed 
nine^-flve  ships,  tons  26,079,  and  arrived  80 
ships,  tons  20,888 ;  making  176  Bhii«;  seamea 
not  asoertsined.  In  the  year  1817,  it  n  to  be 
remembered,  there  was  brooght  to  Nanmelielf 


by  98  ship^  tonnage  6,163. 
6,771  barrels  of  wWa  oil 


6,163,  and  409  i 


16,401  barrela  ol 


6,493  toaa,  18,436  bBrT«lB  of  wbsls 
dl;  10,496  spermaoeti;  4,878  head  matter; 
66,446  whale  bone.  In  1890,  there  were  9] 
ships,  6,949  tone,  and  891  seamen,  bringing 
11,687  barrels  o<  whale  oil:  11,886  spermaoeti ; 
6,097  heodmatter;  69,794  whale  bone.  In  ths 
snooeeding  yeire  it  wai  mndi  the  same.  One 
of  the  vessels  arriving  in  IffiS,  reported  a  list 
of  86  ships  then  in  the  Western  Ooean,  thon^ 
tbej  did  not  know  of  any  cargo,  exoept  86,900 
baiT^  of  wliale  oil. 

I  have  the  oathorily  of  a  resectable  newa- 
ps{»ar  for  a^png,  th^  within  the  period  of 
three  years,  via.,  in  1890,  ^91,  and  '29,  there 
arrived  at  Nantooket,  9,101,292  gaUons  of 
spermaceti  dS ;  and,  for  the  same  three  yean, 
at  New  Bedford,  1,407,797  gallons,  this  fa^ng 
bnt  one  Item  in  the  trade.  Dnring  these  yeara 
there  went  to  Oantm,  in  fbrs  and  sandal  wood, 
from  that  coast  and  sea,  including  some  for 
likewise  shipped  flrom  N.  Torit  that  whioh  aoM 
for  the  inore&ble  amoimt  ot  1,494,897  dolbml 
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Hiere  tu  en»ort«d  to  dut  tea,  in  that  vear, 
1T,6U  dcrtlafs'  worth  of  dotnettia  fiMtM,  and 
0,417  of  fbnogn  menbandiaa.  To  tba  Westwn 
Ooast,  118,M«  danMatie  and  198,668  fordgn 
mcroliaDdiae.  Wo  bava,  fttun  the  rear  1806  to 
ma,lDdDdvet  aliped tothePacmo, in  domea- 
tio  and  fbrngn  meriAaodiBe^  620,395  dollan; 
■i>d,  to  the  WMtern  OoasC,  in  the  aame  artiolee, 
for  tfao  aame  period,  4,0S7,O78  dollan;  making 

a 077,871  dolUn;  yet,br  thia  tndo  we  obt^ 
«  valuable  tan,  boU  lot  noh  anoimonB 
amoanta  in  Ohina;  oar  exports  to  that  oowt 
amounting,  in  twan^  rean,  to  0,077,671  ' 
Ian. 

Why  ahonld  we  not  proteot  and  i&ari^  tids 
faadet  Was  there  ever  a  na^Mi  on  earth 
wUeh  hon^t  w  maoh,  with  ao  Uttlet  The 
flgheriee,  vMoh  have  ooonpied  ao  hme  a  tnaoe 
in  our  negottatioDa  for  manj  years,  imj  yielded 
na,  in  the  year  1816,  the  aam  of  1,881,000  dol- 

hn,empk>7ing tonsof  ihipping;  thiaabo 

tnohided tons  of  shipping  engaged  in  the 

wiiale  trade. 

Under  this  view  of  the  snl^Jeat,  I  think,  Mr. 
(Aurmao,  joM  will  ooree  with  me,  Uut  "  onr 
interests  on  the  Paciflo  Ooean  an  not  so 
wmtifa"  M  to  be  onworthy  of  inveatigatlon, 
aa  baa  been  said  In  a  reoeot  negotiation,  by 
a  peretHiage  In  no  very  nbonUnate  ataoMU 
nia  bade,  yieldii^  sntm.  vast  rams  iqion  the 
eaiutal  and  labor  eoiploTed;  givina  em^y> 
ment  to  40,000  tons  at  ddpidngj  and  upwards 
of  8,000  aeunen ;  oof^t  to  do  loiAed  to  with 
care,  and  fbet«red  with  stdicitode.  Beaidee 
hrii^iog  lu  gnat  wealth,  It  ia  the  finest  nnrauy 
for  seamen  in  the  world.  An  ordinary  whaling 
Tojago  Is  from  two  to  three  years.  I  hare  it 
ftom  aothority  that  cannot  W  doobted,  that 
Aipe  hare  been  abaent  for  Anir  or  five  yean, 
and,  in  one  inatanoe,  eves  aeven  years  \  it  ie 
this  whieh  makee  the  real  aeaman, 

Bnt,  air,  why  shonld  we  not  hare  our  own 
abipa  binlt  on  that  sea,  and  fitted  ont  ftom  oqr 
own  port  on  the  Oregon  t    Why  eend  ahips  of 


Much  has  been  aaid  ocmoeming  the  difflonl^ 
at  cstabliabhtg  the  poet,  md  subsisting  those 
who  nugfat  embark  in  the  enteiprtse.  It  ia 
ton&  we  will  not,  for  a  kv  yean,  find  aa  mnoh 
wealth  and  splendor  aa  is  fcrand  m  the  saloons 
Hid  drawing-rooms  of  this  magnlfioent  oonuter- 
bit  of  Eor^tean  royalty;  neither  woald  we 
find  what  is  verj  oommon  here,  a  heartless 
fatteraoorse,  and  apng  etiqnette  of  misenUe 
mvtfloders  to  tbe  "  monthlj  fluhiona,  Jnst  btaa 
Enrope." 

Flnt,  Aa  to  snbdstoioe.  I  think  myself  wdl 
Jostifled,  from  the  oonoorrent  teatimony  of  all 
traveUen  and  voyagen;  In  stating,  that  the 
safanon  id  the  Oregon  Birer  alcme,  woold  safaeist 
fl^  Uionaand  men  a  year.  The  potato  grows  i 
wiM  then,  oa  which  tlie  nativea  feed,  not  only  j 
AoH  who  Ut«  on  tbe  rira*,  bnt  titose  d  the  I 
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n^gfaboring  natitma.  Portlock  and  Dixon  say, 
and  thdr  teatimony  is  strengthened  by  Ueesrs, 
Lewis  and  Clarke,  that  the  gooseberry  is  to  be 
found  then  in  abondanoe;  so  is  the  red  and 
black  onrran^  strawberries,  mnlberries,  ra^ 
berries,  onions^  and  peas.  Portlook  also  states, 
that,  lu^  np  that  oosst,  a  shrab  U  found,  the 
leftvee  (S  whidb  is  so  good  a  snbstitate  for  the 
tea  of  OUna,  that  he  ooold  hardly  tell  the  dlf- 
fbrenoe.  HOTeover,  wheat,  aad  all  kinds  V>f 
gnuu,  can  be  had  in  a  few  days  from  Uexloo,  at 
very  redooed  pticee.  Hogs,  ^eep,  goats,  black 
cattle  of  every  daecripdon,  oan  bo  had,  with 
ease,  and  in  abondance,  in  a  short  tun&  bom 
Oalifomia,  or  the  Sandwich  lalands.  Tha  dif- 
fienltiea  to  be  overoome  in  a  vojage  or  joomey 
to  that  oonntry,  an  ideal,  and  tor  some  years 
onknown  to  the  entwprising  citizens  of  Vkssonri, 
who.  I  had  shnoat  said,  wen  daily  in  tbe  habit 
of  planning  and  exeonting  tripe  to  Oregon  and 
to  llexiook  yieldius  &  profit  in  fora,  peltries, 
atoney.  and  mole^  beyond  any  thing  known  to 
OS.  The  Joomey  »  safe  aod  easy,  and  reqniree, 
from  Fnmklin,  in  Uiseonri,  the  space  <M  fifty 
days,  by  th^  present  slow  mode  of  tnveUing, 
to  perform  the  trip.  Bo  froqaeat  are  thtdr 
ionmeya,  that  I  shonld  idmost  feel  myself  joi- 
ned in  saying,  that  then  is  a  constant  intw- 

me  between  Uinonri,  Uedoo,  and  Oregon. 

UniAi  of  the  relootanoe  which  is  fdt  by  geu' 
tlemen,  arisea  from  a  reoorreooe  to  the  di&td- 
tiea  experienced  by  UesDs.  Lewis  and  Clarke^ 
when  visiting  that  ooast ;  their  difSotiltdes  pro- 
ceaded,  not  from  the  oomitry,  bnt  from  umIt 
entin  want  of  knowledge — winch  is  now  poaaea^ 
ed,  gained  by  a  residence  among  the  Indian  na- 
tions who  inhal»t  the  ooontr;  near  the  Oregtm 
moontaws. 

The  coarse  now  travelled  to  pass  those  motm- 
tains,  lies  &r  to  the  sooth  of  that  Ibrmerly 
travelled,  and  a  jonrney  oan  now  be  made  with- 
ont  meeting  any  obstrootions  of  a  serions  diar- 
aoter,  Mnch  ot  this  infinmstlon  has  been  im- 
parted  by  Ur.  Fsraham  and  Ifr.  Oro<^  gentle- 
meo  to  wliom  I  am  mnch  indebted  for  mooy 
intereeting  &ots  relative  to  this  country,  who 
have  had  an  intamate  knowledge,  from  having 
been  there  engaged  in  the  trade  of  tbat  oonn- 
try with  John  Jacob  Aator,  who  is  well  known 
for  his  sUU,  expetienee,  and  extenMve  knowl- 
edge in  the  ftir  trade,  and  ia  ready  to  vest  in 
thiu  porsDit,  aeveral  hnodred  thoosand  dollug, 
flxiog  his  establidunent  at  the  month  of  the 
OragMi,  so  eoMi  as  this  repnbiio  will  extmd  to 
her  citizens  the  aame  protection  which  even  the 
Kings  of  Etirope,  particularly  England,  grant 
to  tneir  snljjecta.  I  am  also  intormed,  that 
other  large  capitalists  in  the  Western  oonntry, 
and  in  Tbginla,  an  willing  to  embark  in  (he 
same  pnrstdt ;  among  these  may  be  named  Loois 
A.  Tarasoon,  of  Bhippinsport,  Ken.,  known  in 
Bordeaox  and  Fhiladelpfaia  as  one  of  the  most 
accomplished  merohants;  who  has  been  among 
the  first  to  opvn  the  trade  fkom  the  Ohio  to  the 
West  Indiea,  and  bnilt  the  first  ship  which  do* 
seanded  that  riyer,  for  that  purpose  and  whoM. 
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Th«  great  difficiiltiet  which  Lewis  and  Ckrke 
met  with,  indaoed  advenCarers  to  waroh  for  a 
more  praotioabie  roQt&  which  waa  aotm  dis- 
covered, to  the  aonth  of  that  pm«ied  by  these 
earl;  traToUere.  Others  went  elill  farther 
soDthwardly,  and  oontinaed  np  the  YeUowstone 
River,  taking  the  fork  of  that  river,  oalled  the 
Big  Horn,  puiBiuDg  it  to  ita  sooroe,  thenoe 
through  the  mooatain,  &Iling  apon  the  waters 
<d  Lewis  Biver,  one  of  the  prindpal  branohes  of 
the  Oregon.  At  thia  point  the  waters  inter- 
look;  and  present  very  few  dii&aultiee,  as  the 
whole  chain  of  monntaina  diffira  from  those 
known  on  the  Atlantic  shoreB,  inasmnch  as  the 
monot^Ds  here  are  composed  of  one  unbroken 
abain ;  they  are  composed  of  a  nnmber  of 
detached  hUls,  thongh  targe,  and  of  great  height 
from  the  base  to  the  BQnunit,  resembling  a 
chain  of  tnmuli ;  throngh  theee  yon  pass  with 
eaae  and  eafetj,  so  much  so,  that  I  have  the 
most  perfect  confidence,  that  ev«a  now,  a  wag- 
<Kt,  with  ita  usaal  freight^  could  b«  taken  from 
this  oi4)itBl  to  the  month  of  Oregon. 

I  shall,  Mr.  Ofaairmau,  close  Ue  few  remarks 
I  have  to  make,  hj  an  q>pesl  to  the  Eonae,  to 
owaider  well  our  intneets  in  the  Western  Ocean, 
on  OUT  We8t«m  Ooast,  and  the  trade  to  China 
andtolodia;  and  the  ease  with  which  it  can  be 
brooght  down  the  Hifisonrl  What  is  this  com- 
meroe  i  Has  it  not  enriched  the  world !  Thou- 
■anda  of  years  have  passed  by,  and,  year  after 
Tear,  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  have,  each 
year,  sought  the  rich  commerce  of  that  oonntry ; 
all  have  enjoyed  the  riohee  of  the  East  This 
b'ade  waa  songht  by  £ing  Solomon,  by  Tyre, 
Bidon ;  this  wealth  fonnd  ibi  wvr  to  S^^Pt  and, 
at  last,  to  Rome,  to  Prance,  Fortag^  Spain, 
EoUaod,  England,  and,  finally,  to  this  Bepnblic. 
How  vwt  and  incomprehenMbly  rich  must  be 
that  oonntry  and  commerce,  which  has  never 
oeased.  one  day,  from  the  hi^eet  point  of  Jew- 
ish rolendor,  to  the  instant  I  am  peaking,  to 
supply  the  whole  globe  with  all  tha  btU7  im- 
agination of  TUBJi  ffl^Ti  demro,  fbr  ^U  eaae,  oom- 
fcat,  or  enjoyment!  Whilst  we  have  so  foir  an 
<mportiuiity  offered,  to  participBto  so  largely  in 
aU  Uiis  wealth  and  enjoyment.  If  not  to  govern 
and  direct  the  whole,  can  it  be  possible  that 
donbts,  on  mere  points  of  spoonlatlwi,  will  weigh 
with  the  House,  and  caoae  ns  to  lose  forever, 
the  brightest  prospect  ever  presented  to  the 
eyes  of  a  nation  I 

I  will  oondnde  my  observations  on  this  !m- 
pwlant  Eobjact,  with  one  other  remark,  which 
I  l>eg  the  Houae  to  bear  in  mind,  and  give  it 
snob  weight  as  it  deservea.  The  idea  of  extend- 
ing onr  military  frontier,  or  poets,  to  the  mouth 
of  that  river,  seems  to  have  created  alarm  in 
the  minds  of  some  gentlemen;  but,  when  it  is 
well  oon»dered,  all  cause  of  fear  wiU  vanish. 
It  is  not  so  important  as  to  the  nnmber  of  mili- 
tary post&  as  it  is  that  they  should  be  proper^ 
placed.    I  am  thoroughlj  persuaded,  that  Eng- 


land govenu  the  commercial  wm-ld  mora  by  tha 
«dvantageons  podtions  she  occupies  in  it,  than 
bj  her  phjsioal  strength  or  powerful  marine. 
In  addition  to  the  etrength  which  ehe  derives 
from  her  insnlarpcsition,  which  is  as  a  bastion 
to  the  coast  of  Enrope,  she  haa  Gibraltar  and 
Malta,  and  other  iaianda  in  the  Mediterranean, 
which  hold  all  Europe  in  check.  On  another 
side,  she  baa  a  position  in  the  West  Indies,  in 
Africa,  in  Indla^  and  the  South  Seas;  all  choam 
with  the  asme  intent,  and  all  in  completion  of 
her  schemes;  she  wants  nothing  now  to  give 
her  the  enUre  oontrol  of  all  the  oommaroe  ot 
the  world,  for  ages  to  come,  bnt  a  poatiwa  va 
oar  Weatem  Coaat,  which  she  will  soon  have, 
unless  you  pass  this  bilL 

Mr.  PoiNaBiT,  of  South  OaroUna,  ofibred  an 
amendment  to  the  blU,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  to  leave  it  discretionary  with  the 
President  at  what  p«i7U  on  the  Pacific  the 
military  post  shonla  be  established,  and  sup- 
ported his  amendment  by  some  remarka,  the 
Bubatanoe  of  which  was  understood  to  be,  thai 
the  information  in  poeseadon  of  the  mover,  as 
to  the  ge(^;rqihical  aod  topogr^hioal  advan- 
tages of  the  poeitjon  at  the  month  of  the  Or^on, 
was  adverse  to  that  just  laid  before  the  House 
by  the  gentleman  fiW  Virginia,  (Mr.  Flotd.) 
He  waa  not  very  confident  (tf  the  aocnraoy  oi 
either,  and  thou^t  it  best  to  leave  the  matter 
to  the  President,  who  waa,  or  donbtiess  would 
be,  in  possession  of  Uie  beet  intelligence  which 
was  to  be  had  in  the  case. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Tuor,  of  N.  Y^  the  day 
being  somewhat  advanced,  the  oommlttee  then 

Mr.  OooK  moved  to  discharge  the  Oommlttee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  frmn 
the  farther  oon^eration  of  this  hill,  with  a 
view  to  ita  reference  to  the  oommlttee  to  whom 
so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  refers  to 
this  sattfeot  had  already  been  committed.  Tins 
oonrse  appeared  to  him  to  be  proper  in  itself 
and,  particularly  so,  as  there  were  manifest  de- 
fects m  the  bill,  whioh  made  it  advisable  that 
it  should  nndergo  revision  by  a  committee. 

Mr.  Tbubls,  of  Eentnoky,  felt  aaa»  regret 
that  the  motion  of  Uw  gentleman  from  Illinoia 
had  been  made.  He  did  not  see  the  neceem^ 
for  it,  even  to  the  att^nment  of  the  movera 
own  object,  and  there  was,  in  the  meanwhUo, 
a  wcdghty  reason  why  Uie  House  ehonld  act 
npon  the  bill  at  the  present  session.  The  biQ 
had,  aa  had  been  observed,  two  lesding  featorca 
— first  the  establishment  of  a  military  post,  and, 
secondly,  the  establishment  of  a  temUrial  gov- 
ermncnt  at  snch  time  as  the  President  tliall 
Judge  it  to  be  proper.  The  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  would  be  fuUy  answered  by 
striking  out  the  latter  feature,  to  which  alona 
his  obTection  seemed  to  apply ;  for,  certainly 
when  ne  talked  of  sending  topographical  engi- 
neers to  stirvey  the  oomitry,  he  did  not  mean 
to  turn  those  gentlemen  out  defenceless  among 
savages :  he  would  surely  send  a  militaij  ftroa 
of  some  description  to  aeoompany  and  proteet 
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them.  BntitwiBiiMdMthattlieHoneeBhoiild 
■ctnpoatheaobJeotiUidfortblareeaoii:  B7tho 
tenns  of  ths  BritUi  trastj,  England  ftod  the 
United  States  are  to  trade  ia  ocunmon  throngh- 
oot  that  oooDtry ;  and  the  treaty  etipolatee  ^at 
the  rigfata  posmseed  by  aaoh  at  the  time  of  the 
treatj,  are  to  remMn  ai  thej  then  were  for 
fimrteen  yean.  Nov,  it  was  well  known  that 
an  agent  of  the  Araerioan  Govermueat  had 
pne  round  to  AstoriA,  the  settlement  at  the 
month  of  the  river  Oregon,  immedUtely  after 
the  oMiolasion  of  peaoe,  and  demanded  that  the 
British  flag  should  be  lowered  and  the  Amerioan 
flag  hoisted,  aa  a  slgoal  of  the  possession  of  that 
part  of  the  ooasL  Well,  said  Ur.  T.,  ihe  Uon 
aeooidingly  came  down  and  the  eagle  went  np ; 
boL  i)0  sooner  did  the  American  agent  turn  his 
booK,  than  down  went  the  eagle,  and  np  went 
the  lion  again.  Under  encb  circiiniatanoe^  we 
made  Uie  agreement  contained  in  the  oonmer- 
dal  treatj ;  and,  if  we  shall  leave  the  territory 
In  poeaeeaion  of  Great  Britain  antil  the  foarteen 
yean  ehall  ran  ont.  at  the  end  of  that  time  it 
will  be  hen  by  right  of  poeeeMdon,  and  she 
may  expel  our  tradere,  b/a.  The  poasearion 
which  may  now  be  obtained  and  aeoared  b;  a 
small  military  foroe,  sa;  of  two  hnndred  men, 
may  not,  after  that  bma,  be  obtained  by  a  mnoh 
larger  force,  and  at  a  mnoh  greater  expense. 
He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  whilst  np,  ha  begged  leave 
to  ntBm  his  tlianks,  those  of  the  people  whom 
he  represented,  and,  he  believed,  of  a  great 
P<Hiaon  of  the  Amenoan  people,  to  the  centle- 
man  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Floto,)  who  had  so 
long,  and  with  ao  mnoh  aasidnUy,  labored  to 
odlect  and  present  &ota  for  the  information 
and  gmdanoe  of  the  Honse,  in  a  matter  of  so 
great  national  ImMntanoe  as  that  which  was 
aow  befbre  it,  and  whioh  he  had  at  anooeeuTe 
aessionfl  broo^t  forward. 

The  question  waa  then  pnt  on  1&,  Oo<nE's 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  loat  by  a  large 
m^ority. 

And  than  Oka  House  a^ionmed. 

Tuaso^T,  December  31. 
Seana/Mration  to  Qmatol  La^m^ttU, 

Mr.  SAKDOUBJnoved  tliat  the  orders  of  the 
dn-  be  <U^iensed  with,  in  order  to  take  np  the 
biU  oonoeming  General  Lafayette.  Ur,  BxaoB- 
xs  hoped  the  Honse  wonldnotoonaent  to  do  so 
— bat,  the  qneation  not  adndtting  debate,  it  waa 
Mt,  and  carried  by  a  large  mqjcHity. 

The  Honse  acocvdindy  went  into  Oommittee 
of  the  Vbolfl  on  that  oUl,  Ur.  Uaxklkt  in  the 
«luir ;  and  the  MU  having  been  read, 

lb-.  OucpBBLL,  of  Ohio,  rose,  and  eidd.  that 
it  might  wpear  nncoorteona  in  any  gentlemaa 
to  oppose  the  paasage  of  a  bill  having  anoh  an 
oli(feet  as  that  now  before  the  oommittee ;  yet, 
m^ier  present  oronmstanoes,  brought  in  as  that 
bQl  had  been,  anddenly  upon  the  Honse,  and 
■r»'**^i  aa  genUemmi  were,  to  act  npon  it,  with- 
gaC  tiie  opporttinity  of  0(»Lndtatdo)i,*or  a  mo- 
Tm-  TOL— 1* 


ment'e  reflection,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  datj  to  op- 
pose its  &rther  progress.  This  might,  perh^s, 
be  considered  as  his  reproach ;  bnt  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  doty,  and  he  mnst  fearlessly  discharge 
it  He  conld  have  wished  that  tlie  gentleman 
who  introdnced  the  bill  had  anltivat«d  a  little 
more  of  the  virtne  of  patience.  He  did  expect 
that,  in  preseoting  enoh  a  bill  to  this  Honse,  the 
merits  and  claims  of  the  individaal  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  intended  would  have  been  stated, 
and  the  reasons  which  hod  indnced  the  oonunit- 
tee  to  fix  npon  this  amount  of  compensation 
woold  have  been  disclosed.  He  was  far  from 
being  insensible  to  the  merits  of  that  distin- 


be  oonvinoed  that  his  claims,  even  to  such  t 
large  amonnt  of  remnneration,  were  fonnded  in 
justice,  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  membei  of 
the  House  in  lowing  them,  and  in  voting  an 
appropriation.  Whatever  might  be  thonght  of 
his  present  conduct,  Ur.  0.  declared  that  he 
was  neither  Inaenfflble  to  the  services  of  Gene- 
ral Lafoyette,  nor  nngratefol  for  them ;  but  he 
disapproved  of  the  manner  in  which  the  bill 
had  been  attempted  to  be  hurried  through  tiie 
House;  and,  though  he  might  not  sncoeed  in 
prevenijn^  its  passage,  be  ohonld  oert^nly,  in 
this  pnbho  manner,  enter,  for  one,  Ms  protest 
against  it. 

Ur.  Tkujt,  of  New  York,  then  rose,  and  ob- 
aerred,  that  it  most  now  be  erident  to  all,  that 
there  existed  in  the  House  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  form  of  the  measure  proposed  by 
the  bill.  To  the  measure  itself;  he  was  per- 
suaded, no  gentleman  on  that  floor  was  opposed, 
and  he  presomed  that  the  friends  of  the  bill,  as 
reported,  wonld  not  think,  under  such  oircum- 
stanoes,  of  preaung  the  bill  through  llie  Honse 
while  the  minds  of  members  were  in  a  state  so 
unprepared  to  aot  with  onison  upon  the  aub- 
JeoL  He  oonfeesed,  that  to  himself  it  had  s^ 
peared  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  a  measure 
of  this  kind  had  been  introduced  and  pressed 
with  so  much  predpitanoy.  For  his  own  port, 
he  wonld  not  say  that  he  was  either  in  favor  of 
the  bill  or  opposed  to  it  in  its  present  form. 
He  had  depntM  to  no  oommittee  the  right  of 
graduating  his  feeUngB  on  this  sabjeot,  nor 
wonld  this  House  submit  to  have  the  measure 
of  its  gratitude  dictated  to  it  by  any  commit- 
tee. It  most  have  time  to  think  and  to  act  for 
itseUl  Sudi  time  had  not  been  given.  He 
wonld  not  say  the  amount  was  too  large— oth- 
ers might  think  it  was,  and  othwa,  again,  ndght 
oondder  it  too  small :  opportunity  most  be  al- 
lowed to  geutiemen  to  eipreaa  their  views.  No 
committee  could  gauge  m  a  moment  the  feel- 
ings and  sentiments  of  the  Honse  on  snch  a 
enbiect,  and  he  was  opposed  to  snch  precipitato 
legislation.  Our  Judgment,  said  he,  Is  to  be 
0(msult«d  as  well  as  our  feelings — and,  hoping 
that  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  themselvee 
be  sensible  of  the  improprietr  of  attempting 
thus  to  hnrry  it  throngh  the  House,  be  ahonld 
move  to  li^  the  bill  upon  the  table. 
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The  qnMticm  was  taken  on  Ur.  Tbaot'b  mo- 
tion, which  was  carried  in  the  sffiimatiTe-^jes 
98,  noes  M, 

go  the  bill  was  laid  npon  Uie  table. 

SettUmmt  of  the  JfortAisat  Coait, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Flotd,  of  Vir^nia,  the 
House  went  agun  Into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
<m  the  bill  "  for  occupying  the  month  of  Co- 
lombia River,"  ICr,  A.  fkrBTKNBOK  in  the  chair. 
The  amendment  offered  yeaterda^  by  He. 
PonrsKTT,  to  insert,  after  ^a  clause  which  em- 

gywen  tbe  Frewdent  "  to  erect  a  fort  on  the 
reg<m  Biver,  in  the  reg:ion  of  tide  water,"  the 
following,  tIz:  "or  at  snoh  other  point  aa, 
after  an  aoonratO'  enrrev  of  the  coast  and  ad- 
joining oonutrj',  shall  be  foond  most  odvan- 
tageoQs  for  the  eatabliehment  of  a  military 
post,"  was  ag^n  read,  and  adopted;  when 
the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended. 

In  the  Hoose, 

Mr.  BooKAKur  moved  to  atrike  ont  the  4tli 
•eotion,  which  is  as  follows :  "  That  the  Fran- 
dent  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  open  a 
port  of  entry  within  the  said  territory,  when- 
ever he  shall  deem  the  pnblio  good  jdbj  require 
it,  and  shall  appoint  snch  officers  as  may  be 
neoesaaiy  for  the  same ;  after  which,  tiie  reve- 
nue laws  of  the  TInited  States  shall  extend  to, 
and  be  in  full  force  in  said  territory ;"  to 
which  (though  on  sll  other  grounds  highlv  w- 
proving  it)  he  objected,  as  interfering  with  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britun.  By  that  treaty,  a 
&ee  and  open  trade  is  guaranteed,  in  common, 
to  both  powers,  for  a  certiun  term'of  years, 
which  is  diametrioaUy  in  opposition  to  the  ee- 
tablishment  of  a  port  of  entry,  and  the  conse- 

Sent  demand  of  datJea  from  BriliBh  tcadera  to 
a  Oregon. 

Mr.  OAZL1.T  thought  that  u  the  treaty  wa» 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  the  establishment 
t£  a  port  of  entry  would  only  oanse  duties  to 
be  oolleated  from  other  powers,  the  trea^  stip- 
ulation protecting  the  trade  of  Great  Biitam 
from  those  duUee. 

Mr.  Flotd  explained.  The  gentleman  wonid 
perceive,  if  he  looked  once  more  at  the  section, 
that  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  was 
only  to  take  place,  when  the  Pre^dent  Hhall 
"deem  that  Uie  public  good  may  require  it." 
It  did  not  interfere  with  the  enjoyment  of  an 
ei^nal  trade  by  both  parties,  dnnng  the  period 
stipulated  by  the  treaty,  but  was  intended  to 
pnt  our  citizenSj  as  early  as  possible,  on  an  ad- 
vantageous footmg  for  the  prosecution  of  com- 
mercial enterprise. 

Mr.  T^TLOB,  of  New  York,  then  rose,  and 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strikmg  ont  the 
whole  of  the  6th  seodon,  [which  empowers  the 
Fre^dent  to  appoint  a  Governor,  Judges,  Ac., 
for  the  territory,  and  defines  their  powers, 
emolnments,  jco.j  Ee  aoproved  of  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  provide*  for  the  establishment  of 
a  military  post,  but  he  thought  that  the  erect- 
ing of  a  ten-Uorial  Govenuaent  was  matter  of 


high  legislation,  which  the  Honse  should  not  pnt 
out  of  thedr  own  hand,  without  special  and  ar» 
gent  reason.  Ee  saw  no  ench  reason  in  this 
case.  A  territorial  Qoremmeut  would  not  b« 
wanted  on  the  river  Oregon  for  many  years  to 
come,  and  would  be  attended,  at  prce^it,  only 
with  unneoeeaary  expense. 

Kr.  Smm,  of  Vimnia,  addressed  the  Ohair, 
and  said,  that  he  bao  intended  to  offer  some 
amendments  to  the  bill,  which,  that  his  object 
might  be  understood,  he  would  now  read  to  the 
committee.  [These  were  to  strike  ont  all  tha 
sectifms  except  the  second  and  last,  and  to 
unend  the  seoond,  so  as  to  anthorize  tJie  Pren- 
dent  to  occupy  "  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Northwest  Ooast  of  Americat," 
without  giving  it  a  vame  as  one  of  the  ttrrU»- 
Tie*  of  the  United  Btatea.]  It  mighty  he  said, 
be  expected  that  he  should  ei^lain  why  it  was, 
that  he,  thon^  chairman  of  ue  oonunittee  on 
that  part  of  Qie  Preddmt's  message  whicli  re- 
lates to  this  satyect  had  not  convened  the  com- 
mittee. Ee  thought  it  due  to  his  friend  and 
oolleagne,  (Hr.  Floto,)  who  certainly  would 
have  oeen  appointed  ohaiiman  had  he  been 
preeent,  who  had,  with  so  much  indostiy  and 
htlity,  investigated  the  snhiect  tliat  he  should 


report,  already  in  posseaidon  of  the  Honae.  I 
have  (said  Mr.  Sv)  some  remarks  to  make 
which  may  be  now  properly  mada,  on  the  mo- 
tion to  sbike  out  uie  Sth  section  of  the  biU. 
My  colleague  has  shown  the  expediency  of  e»- 
tablishmg  a  military  poet ;  but  I  differ  with  the 
gentleman  fitym  Kei^ne^,  Qii.  XKtHBij:,)  as  to 
the  expediency  of  estaUiahiiw  a  post  at  the 
mouth  of  Ctdnmbia  lUver.  The  surrender  of 
the  poet  at  that  place,  to  onr  agent,  at  the  close 
of  the  war  oenld  not  affect  the  right  of  mthw 
nation.  The  sorrender  was  made  in  compli- 
ance witii  a  stipulation  of  the  it^et^  of  peace, 
that  all  places  tAken  by  either  party  daring  the 
war,  should  be  given  np ;  but  it  left  the  qnes- 
tion  of  right  to  uie  temtwy  undecided.  Great 
Britain  has,  at  this  moment,  a  military  poet  on 
the  Columbia  Biver,  which,  under  the  conven- 
tion, I  presume,  she  has  a  right  to  retain  until 
the  expiration  of  the  ten  years.  The  spot 
whereon  a  British  poet  is  now  ntoated,  is  A 
very  improper  one  to  select  for  placing  one  of 
ours.  I  therefore  approved  of  the  amendment 
offlered  by  Uke  gentleman  from  SontJi  Oarolin^ 
Qfx.  PotaBBTT.)  Bnt  the  principal  qacetioii  to 
be  now  settled  ia,  Shall  the  plan  of  my  ool- 
league,  to  establish  a  territorial  Government  be 
adopted  t  or,  Shall  we  adopt  the  propositltm  of 
the  President,  to  establish  a  military  post  only  1 
This  question  ought  to  d^iend  on  the  answer  to 
be  given  to  another.  Do  we  contemplate  tlte 
eventual  establishment  of  a  State  GoveramaQt 
on  the  Northwest  Ooast  (tf  America  t  Thisde- 
pends  on  anoQier  qneetitai  of  import&noe,  and 
worthy  of  swiotu  oc»uidwation,  to  wit :  Wbet« 
shall  the  western  limits  of  the  United  States  taa 
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%arj  IX  tbo  eztrat  of  tlieir  powar,  W«  11187 
JisTe  MtabUahmente  on  diatant  shores;  '  ' 
where  ahall  the  liniite  of  tie  Statt*,  the  s 
ben  of  tills  ooniederaoy,  be  fixed  I  The  i 
tationa  of  nations  should  be  adapted  to  their 
extent,  and  otiier  tdnmmitaiioee.  The  federa- 
tiv«  Bfetem  offers  advantaees  for  governing 
irdl  an  estMuiTfl  nation^  bat  there  is  Bome 
limit,  beyond  whioh  it  ehonld  not  be  extended. 
It  vill  not  be  contended,  that  this  B^stem  of 
government  is  ad^>ted  to  inalnde  the  whole 
earth,  nor  tbe  whole  oontiuent  of  America; 
perh^  not  even  the  whole  of  Korth  America. 
There  was  etidentl;r  a  limit  to  it,  in  the  very 
natnre  of  things.  The  r^reaentativea  of  the 
States  and  people,  under  Qua  sfstem,  most  meet 
togeilier  otioe  a  year  for  the  purpose  of  l^iala- 
tion ;  and  the  oonfederacj  might  be  so  extend- 
ed that  this  would  be  impossible.  All  the  in- 
•titntioDe  vi  tbit  oonntr;  depend  on  the  will  of 
the  people,  and  cannot  exist  a  moment  bnt  by 
the  approbation  of  a  majority.  Oor  Bystem 
may  be  properly  extended  to  include  all  who 
have  a  mntoal  interest  in  remaning  united; 
bot  no  farther.  Beyond  this  there  is  no  bond 
of  nnkm  enSoiently  strong  to  keep  the  confed- 
«noy  together.  He  cono^ved  that  this  prind- 
|de  of  union  fhmi  mntoal  interest,  might  bind 
together  all  those  who  inhabit  the  waters  of 
the  IGaaicaippl ;  is  their  prodncta  wonld  seek 
cue  seaport;  and  that  oonntry  wonld  Ite  bonnd 
to  th»  Atlaotio  States,  by  oommercial  intereeta, 
and  especially  for  naval  protection.  But  I  a^ 
loehend,  that  if  this  onion  indnded  ICeiico,  it 
wonld  be  dissolved  by  mntosl  consent  to-mor- 
low.  There  would  be  no  tie  of  mutual  inter- 
eit  to  hold  ns  together.  The  exact  point  to 
which  the  oonfederacy  might  be  extended,  for 
th«  mntoal  advantage  of  dl,  it  might  ba  diiH- 
onlt  to  aaoertun.  Perhaps  we  may  safdy  in< 
elude  one  or  two  tilers  of  Stat«s  beyond  the 
Miwwappi ;  but,  in  my  Judgment,  we  ought 
not  to  extend  oor  federative  system  further ; 
ai>d  I  wonld  particularly  reoommend  it  to  the 
geoUemen  who  r^reeent  tiie  Atlantio  States,  to 
eonnder  the  posmble  effects  of  a  farther  ext«n- 
tioQ,  when  tite  Weeten  States  shall  become 
filled  with  people. 

There  ia  another  oondderation  to  be  taken 
mto  view.  We  have  a  considerable  Indian 
population,  whioh  it  is  not  mtended  to  eiter- 
mtnato.  We  have  a  large  population  of  anoth- 
er dcenrip1i<Mt,  which  it  is  not  int«Dded  to  ei- 
tecminate.  These,  on  failure  of  other  plans, 
might  be  removed  to  the  country  beyond  the 
tiiuts  of  the  States,  and  let  the  popolation  of 
the  States  be  homogeneous.  On  tbe  whole,  I 
think  that,  if  a  line  is  drawn  far  enooKh  beyond 
the  MiMisdppi,  to  inolnde  two  tiers  of  Stat«e,  it 
might  be  wise  and  proper  to  declare  it  uu- 
ehaiigeable.  Those  beyond  this  line  might  be 
in  allianoe  wiUi  na,  or  miller  onr  protection,  and 
live  nader  Gk>venunents  of  their  own,  suited  to 
their  drcnmstancefl,  but  form  no  port  of  our 
taohAvnej.  alhe  efiect  of  a  too  rapid  inorease 
of  States,  «>d  tNTingLDg  too  much  land  inu>  mar- 


'  ket,  is  already  severdy  felt  by  the  old  States  on 
ths  seaboard,  which  are  perpetually  druned  ot 
the  flower  of  their  population.  That  must  con- 
tinue to  be  BO,  and  the  evil  will  increase,  the 
further  we  extend  our  limits.  If  we  open,  (hs 
tbe  western  coast,  a  fertile  'countiy,  oSenng 
temptations  to  entigrants  from  among  ns — it 
will  oarry  off  many  of  our  enterpriBinff  and 
vduable  people ;  the  oonatry  vrill  rapidly  in- 
orease in  population,  nntjl  it  will  drop  off  and 
become  a  separate  nation. 

All  that  was  asked  for  by  the  President,  was 
the  sanction  of  Oongress  to  tbe  establishment 
of  a  mihtary  post.  He  did  not  aak  for  an  qt- 
propriation  of  money,  and  it  waa  not  important 
whether  it  was  made  or  not.  The  measure  rfr- 
oommended  by  the  President  would  be  a  proper 
one — possesdon  would  strengthen  our  claim  in 
our  negotiations  with  foreign  powers.  In  our 
arrangement  with  Rosda,  we  gave  up  all  claim 
to  the  country  north  of  64  decrees  M  miuntes. 
Perhaps  we  might  have  justly  claimed  as  for  as 
the  GSth  degree  north.  We  have  saoceeded  to 
the  daim  of  Spun,  who  held  by  tbe  right  oi 
first  discovery.  Humboldt,  who,  when  at  "iiax.- 
ico,  inveet%ated  the  sn^ect,  speaking  of  the 
voyage  of  disoovery  the  Spanish  navimtor  Pa- 
rez  made  in  1771,  he  says,  "  On  the  9ta  of  Ao- 
gnst  they  anchored,  (A«  jlnt  qf  all  the  Bur»- 
ptan  Satigaton,  in  Nootka  road,  which  th^ 
called  the  port  of  San  Lorerao,  and  which  the 
illoBtrious  Oook,  four  years  afterwards,  called 
^f\g  Georg^t  Snmd."  He  also  tells  ua,  that, 
in  the  following  year,  1770,  the  Spanish  navin- 
ter,  Quadra,  discovered  the  mouth  of  tite  Oo~ 
lumbia  Biver,  and  Uount  Edgecombe ;  and  he 
adds,  "  I  ^KMsess  two  very  curious  small  maK 
engraved  m  1768,  in  the  city  of  ^exioo,  whuli 
give  the  bearings  of  the  ooaat  from  the  17th  to 
the  C8th  degree  of  latitude,  as  they  were  dia- 
oovered  in  the  expedition  of  Quadra." 

Sir,  (said  Ur.  8.,)  let  the  post  which  we  es- 
tabliBh,<be  purely  military ;  a  navy  yard  might 
constitute  a  part  of  the  establishment.  So  &r 
I  deem  it  wise  and  fit  to  go ;  bat  let  not  oor 
dtiiens  be  invited  to  that  country  by  grants  of 
land,  or  the  expectatiou  of  a  State  Qovemment 
being  establiahed  there. 

Tbe  question  waa  then  taken  on  striking  ont 
the  fifth  section  of  the  bill,  and  carried. 

The  queatioii  then  recurring  <hi  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  A.  Svtth — 

Ur.  Jloth  rose  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
that  gentleman.  He  recapitulated  some  of  ths 
reasons  before  urged  by  him,  against  pladng 
the  numerous  and  mixed  populatioa  on  the 
Oregon  lUver,  under  the  control  of  a  milita^ 
oommander.  He  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
himself^  (one  of  the  most  uniform  republioana 
this  country  had  ever  seen,)  whether  it  wsf 
possible  tbat  so  many  ships,  with  tiieir  crewi^ 
stopping,  and  refitting,  Ac.,  at  the  post  to  be 
establi^ed,  involving  tiie  interest  of  a  proper^ 
afioat  of  ten  millions,  a  mass  of  1,600  or  2,000 
traders,  fkrmer&  and  fishermen,  would,  witk 
pK^etf,  be  plaoed  under  tJie  deepotun  ot 
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militarj'  Uwt  He  had  all  due  cxmfidenoe  in 
Uie  officers  of  our  ann^ ;  bat  he  knew  it  was 
•0  eas^  to  feel  power  and  forget  right,  that  he 
did  not  like  to  confide  too  mnch  to  them.  So 
difficult  was  it  for  citjzens  to  conform  them- 
eelTea  to  army  regolatioDS,  &«.,  no  American 
woold  enbmit  long  to  be  put  onder  martial  law. 
As  to  the  danger  of  erecting  distant  Btatea, 
Oregon  was  not  Airther  tttfm  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment nnder  the  improvemento  of  naviga- 
tion, Ac,  than  Looisiana  was  when  she  was 
erected  into  a  State;  and  not  mnoh  further 
tlian  Mune  i§ ;  and  be  knew  no  reason  whj 
Oregon  should  be  len  attached  to  the  repnblia. 
He  was  very  sore  that  ber  intflreat  bomid  her 
to  oa,  especially  in  a  time  of  war. 

It  mattered  little,  as  to  the  obedience  to  the 
lawB,  in  which  State  the  plaoe  was  sitaated 
where  they  were  made;  and  he  believed  it 
wonld  pnxzle  even  a  skilful  lawyer  to  say  in 
what  State  our  laws  are  made  at  present.  He 
dwelt  on  the  value  of  the  Ohlna  trade,  and  the 
whale  fisheries — asd  contrastinx  this  with  the 
^propriation  called  for  by  the  bill,  be  took  oo- 
oainon  to  state  that  he  bad  received  a  letter 
from  a  merchant  of  high  standing  and  large 
uqiltal  in  BoetoD,  who  tuid  examined  the  esti- 
mates on  which  the  Bom  in  the  bill  had  been 
predicated ;  and,  althoni^  he  prononnoed  them 
not'too  high,  considering  that  OoTemment  mnat 
oharter  the  vessels  to  be  employed,  he  offered 
to  transport  what  was  neoesaary  at  a  price  con- 
siderably lass ;  which  he  conid  afford  to  do,  be- 
cause he  already  owned  a  nomber  of  vewels  in 
the  Northwest  trade.  As  to  the  danger  of 
qireading  our  territory,  and  of  the  flitore  State 
<x  Oregon  separating  from  the  confederacy — 
aoppose  it  shcwld  be  so  t  What  then  1  Was  it 
not  Ijetter  that  this  tract  of  country  shoold  be 
settled  by  ns  than  by  forekners  I  And  did  the 
gentieman  suppose  that  ul  the  nations  of  the 
HTtlii  coold  stand  by  and  see  the  vast  region  to 
the  west  of  na,  he  for  oeotnriee  nnotjonpied  I 
If  we  did  not  t&ke  poeaession,  they  would ;  and, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  they  wonld.  have  a  right 
to  do  so.  If  we  forbade  uiem,  and  they  diffle- 
garded  the  prohibition,  we  most  go  to  war 
with  them ;  so  that  the  gentleman's  argnment 
was  as  broad  as  it  was  long.  Unless  the  terri- 
toi7  was  our  own,  we  might  took  for  war  at 
any  rate.  It  was,  hefddea,  of  Importance  to 
^ve  this  vast  oonnbj  the  blessings  of  free  gov- 
ernment. Even  the  patriote  of  the  Soath  fonnd 
tt  hard  to  teaoh  their  people  how  to  be  freemen 
— and  as  to  the  Boarians,  he  had  long  believed 
that,  witii  thetn,  the  thing  was  simply  impoesi- 
Ue.  Let  the  population  of  the  West  be  tt^ 
from  the  ontaet. 

Ifr.  Shxtb  now  withdrew  Ids  amendment, 
and,  instead  of  it,  offered  another,  which  was, 
to  strike  oat  the  whole  of  the  uiird  section, 
[which  ofibrs  bounty  land  to  eettlers  iu  the  ter- 
ritory.] 

The  motion  was  t^nmsed  by  IL*.  Tbubu,  of 
Eentaoky,  who  ttiA  that  the  section  proposing 
to  eatablish  dvil  govenuneut  in  the  Or^n  at 


a  fatore  day,  was  not  very  essential,  and  hi 
had  vot«d  to  strike  it  ont,  nnder  a  hope  that 
the  other  features  of  the  bill  wonld  be  more  ao- 

attable.  The  present  section,  thongh  not  ab- 
Dtely  neoesaary,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be 
retuned ;  and  he  woiJd  assign  one  or  two  plain 
reasons  tai  its  fiivor.  Bnt  befbre  drang  thighs 
wonld  ask  leave  to  correct  his  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Hr.  B]iTTH,)in  his  constmction  of  tlie 
trea^  of  Ohent  He  aays  that  the  treaty  leA 
the  rights  of  the  parties  as  they  were  before  il> 
date ;  and  so  far,  agreed.  But  he  aays  further, 
that  the  British  are  now  In  poeeession,  and  have 
therefbre  a  right  to  hold  the  conntiy  nntil  the 
expiration  of  the  ten  years  stipulated  in  the 
treaty  of  London.  If  this  is  tme,  it  wonld  fbl- 
low  that  the  treaty  baa  reversed  the  rights  of 
the  parties;  and  tiie  gentieman's  oonstmotion 
of  it  will  place  the  int«rests  of  this  Qovemnient 


the  treaty,  and  how  tiiey  will  stand  la  October, 
less,  if  his  view  of  the  sabjeot  is  coneoL  We 
claimed  the  ooimtc7  before  the  late  war,  Eng- 
land claimed  it.  and  Bossia  dumed  it.  Their 
titles  were,  of  conrae,  mere  pretenees.  We 
sent  out  Lewis  and  Olarke  to  explore  the  conn- 
try,  and  make  a  demonstr^on  of  onr  right, 
and  onr  intention  to  occupy  and  hold  H.  Not 
long  after  they  retnmedj  onr  tat  traders  went 
ont  across  the  monntuns,  and  aronnd  Cq>e 
Horn,  and  took  possession  near  the  month  of 
tiie  Or^on  or  Oolnmbia  River,  In  1810,  a 
town,  consisting  of  a  few  trading  bonses,  was 
btdlt  there,  and  oalled  Astoria.  After  the  lota 
war  was  commenced,  the  British  traders,  aided 
by  the  Indians,  drove  onr  traders  from  the 
country,  and  held  it  and  traded  there  nntil  the 
treaty  of  Ohent.  By  that  treaty,  a  mnteal 
reetoration  of  righta  and  territories  was  stipu- 
lated, except  the  Grand  Uenan,  and  the  isluids 
in  Passamaqnoddy  bay,  the  sovereignty  of 
which  were  agreed  to  lie  in  contest.  In  pnrsn- 
ance  of  the  treaty,  Hi.  Prevost  was  ordered  np 
from  Lima,  as  agent  of  the  United  States,  to 
receive  poBsesdon  from  the  British.  Heorrived 
at  the  month  of  the  Or^on  River,  on  the  1st 
of  October,  1818,  and  on  the  6th,  took  possee- 
sion  of  tiie  British  poet  near  the  l>ay.  It  waa 
surrwdered  in  dne  form,  bnt  not  withont  a  pro- 
test by  the  English  settiers  agfunst  onr  right  to 
take  it  Mr.  Prevost  siuled  on  the  flth  or  loth 
of  the  same  month,  and  as  soon  as  be  left  the 
river,  the  British  nag  was  again  hoisted,  and 
the  country  oconpled  as  Britidi  territory.  TMe 
must  have  been  about  the  lOth  of  October,  if 
we  m^  believe  Ur.  Faroham  and  Mr.  Crooks, 
both  of  whom  are  men  of  veracity.  On  the 
SOth  of  October,  the  treaty  of  London  was 
signed,  so  that  in  point  of  fact,  the  British  were 
In  actual  (thonrh  wrongftil)  poHseeeion  of  the 
connby  when  that  treaty  was  oonolnded.  The 
treat;  deolorea  "  that  any  conntry  claimed  b; 
either  party,  on  the  NorUiwest  coast  of  Aium-- 
ioa,  west  of  the  Stony  llonntaina,  shall,  to- 
gether with  its  harbors,  bv*i  ""^  creeks,  and 
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the  tMvigstion  of  sU  riverB  within  the  same,  be 
&«e  and  opoi  for  tho  term  of  ten  rears,  from 
the  date  of  the  convention,  to  tbe  veasel^  dti- 
sens,  and  sattJecta  of  tbe  two  powers.  It  Ming 
well  understood  that  this  agreement  (the  treatj) 
ia  not  to  be  oonstrued  to  tha  pr^ndioe  of  any 
claim  which  either  of  tbe  two  nigh  ccntractuig 
paitiee  nuiT  hare  to  anj  part  of  the  s^d  oonn- 
try."  And  now,  the  important  qaestion  is  this : 
Wbab  will  be  the  practical  result  if  we  leave 
the  Britiah  in  poBBessitHi  until  the  ton  peart 
are  ended  ?  That  QoTemment  may  then  hold 
this  lanKoage  to  na: — Tour  mntnal  right  of 
tnde  and  navigation  has  been  accorded  to  yon, 
and  7on  have  enjoyed  it  for  the  full  term  stip- 
ulated ;  bat  now  the  rights  of  both  parties  are 
remitlad  back  to  their  aotnal  condition  at  the 
date  of  the  treaty  of  LondoiL  At  that  date, 
(Oct.  aoth,  1818,)  we  were  in  possession,  and 
jonr  mntoal  privilege  being  now  ended,  yon 
must  cease  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  or  navi- 
gate these  waters,  nutil  the  King  shall  grant 
yon  a  renewal  of  the  favor  in  another  treaty, 
lima  onr  ri^ts  will  oease  at  the  end  of  ten 
years ;  and,  instead  of  onr  people  having  the 
MefanM  right  to  trade  there  after  October, 
182S,  we  shall  be  exdnded  from  tbe  trade 


mand  the  for  trade,  and  we  all  know  that  the 
fiir  trade  and  tbe  for  traders  will  command  tha 
Indians,  The  &ct  is  proven  by  ezperienoe. 
This  oondderation,  the  best  and  surest  way  to 
preserve  peace  with  the  Indisns,  most,  for  th« 
future,  be  a  primary  oljjeot  in  framing  onr  ter- 
ritorial regnktions,  because  we  are  aboDt  to 
make  a  radical  ehange  in  onr  Indinn  policy. 
The  Preddent,  we  recollect,  has  called  onr  at- 
tention to  the  snl^ect,  and  bss  su^^ested  a  new 
system.  Pormerly,  our  policy  was  to  Mporala 
the  tribes,  tbmst  om*  settlements  between  them, 
diannite  them,  and  treat  with  tiiem  as  inde- 
pendent nations ;  bnt  now  we  are  called  oprai 
to  consolidate  the  tribes,  mbodj/  tAtm,  and  con- 
centrate the  entbe  nnited  mass  iU|on  some  po^ 
tioQ  of  oar  western  territories.  This  may  M  a 
wise  scheme.  It  deserves  serions  connder»- 
tion ;  bnt  whether  it  be  good  or  bad  polioy,  if 
we  embody  the  Indian  tnbes  upon  onr  western 
frontiers  before  we  acquire  the  exolnnve  con- 
trol of  tbe  for  trade,  we  shall  have  to  «nbo^ 
an  army  to  protect  onr  settlement  and  Uxx 
down  all  hostilitiee.  This  was  Teonmseh's 
scheme  of  Indiao  polity.  He  was  the  inventw 
of  it,  and  donbtlesa,  nnder  the  direction  of  a 
chief  like  him,  it  wonld  increase  thetr  power 


tirel^.  This  shows  that  the  practical  effect  of '  tenfold,  and  give  new  vigor  to  their  hostile 
the  gentleman's  ooiubiiction  of  tiie  treaty  will  -.  councils.  Ool.  IMzon  embodied  some  tribes  Isst 
be,  to  place  our  rights  on  that  ooast,  and  in  that :  war  npon  the  same  plan,  and  so  didTecmnseh; 


territOTy,  on  the  fooling  of  a  lease  for  ten  years, 
after  which  tiiey  are  to  cease  unless  renewed ; 
whereas,  if  we  take  possesoton  now,  as  we 
ooght  to  do^  and  have  a  clear  right  to  do,  the 
lights  of  the  Britiah  traders  and  navigators 
there,  will  oease  in  October,  1828.  The  estab- 
lishment of  a  militAry  post,  therefive,  to  occu- 
y  tbe  cODotry,  is  of  the  first  importance  to  us, 
"""    it  revives   and  bringa  forward   "  " 


ny  tbecoi 
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rights,  as  they  were  before  the  treaty.    Tbe  ■  mon  bond  of  interest.    The  first  st^  in  the  la- 
i«u  state  of  the  &et  is,  that  Ensland  has  only  '  trodootion  of  this  new  system,  wonul  be  to  e»- 


.all  recollect  the  impresnou  they  made 

npon  onr  frontiers,  snd  the  destructive  and  dis- 
ti«sstng  reenlte,  wherever  they  asssiled  us.  If 
we  adopt  this  new  scheme  of  policy,  we  must 
begin  by  securing  the  exclusive  oommand  cf ' 
the  for  trade;  we  must  disperse  our  traders 
thronghout  all  the  tn^ping  dietriots.  The  tax 
traders  are  the  beet  peace-makers;  beoansa 
they  miite  with  the  luoiana,  and  form  a  com- 


must  speedily  re-occnpy  the  country,  or  we  enongbt  Conld  the  stddiery  discharge  thdr 
shall  have  to  treat  for  ila  reolsmation  at  an  ob-  .  military  duties,  and  at  the  same  time  provide 
vioos  disadvantage.  sabsistenoe  for  themselves,  and  tbe  oonoonrse  t^ 

Bo  v)noh  for  the  treats',  be  aaid,  and  now  for  j  traders  and  Indians  who  would  assemble  near 
tbe  bilL  By  the  establtdunent  of  military  posts  them  at  partionlar  periods  1  Snch  a  post  ou^t 
at  tbe  montii  of  the  Oregon,  and  on  the  bay  of '  to  be  snrronnded  by  a  hardy  population  to  till 


St.  John  de  Fnco,  we  may  command  the  trade 
of  Chma,  Japan,  the  East  Indies,  and  the  ^Torth 
Pacific.  Tfut  ocean  is  the  richest  sea  in  the 
world,  and  is  as  yet  without  a  master.  He 
wonld  not  diacnss  the  valne  of  the  trade  there, 
oor  speak  of  it  as  a  nursery  for  oar  seamen. 
It  was  enough  to  know  that,  for  the  last  80O 
yeanL  the  nation  that  has  held  the  control  of 
tbe  Eisst  India  and  Ohina  trade,  has  had  tbe  an- 
premaoy  of  naval  strength  sod  maritime  pow- 
er. Bat,  said  he,  that  ^e  of  the  anbject  be- 
longs to  onr  exterior  interests  and  fbreign  poli- 
cy, which  I  do  not  intend  to  examine.  I  wish 
to  look  at  it  only  as  a  question  of  domeetio 

rcKnlation  and  interior  police.  The  proposed  spread  too  far,  and  hopes  that  the  limits  ot  tba 
military  post,  with  trading  houses  in  the  tern-  |  Sepublio  will  not  be  extended  beyond  tlw 
torj,  lai  In  the  Bocky  Kountains,  will  com-  |  Bocky  Ifount^na.    Those  who  61mm  Ltliam 


tbe  ground,  and  provide  the  neoessaries  of  lifo 
in  abundance,  and  thereby  give  confidence  to 
the  people,  and  darabilit7  to  the  settlement.  IF 
yon  locate  a  mere  post  there,  without  an  anz- 
iliary  population  to  sostun  it,  some  artful 
trader,  jealous  of  onr  growing  ii^areats,  and  of 
bis  diimnished  profit^  will  not  ful  to  brinff 
down  the  Indians  on  the  fort,  and  invest  it,  ^S 

we  shall  hear  of  nothing  but  sieges  and w 

crea.  And  after  all,  what  is  the  value  (rf  tbe 
land  proposed  to  be  given  as  a  bounty  to  tbe 
first  settiers  t  In  that  remote  r^on,  tiie  land 
as  yet  is  worth  nothing ;  it  has  no  vuue.  The 
'leman  from  Yirginia  fears  that  we  ahaQ 
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from  tiieir  doeet^  and  look  at  men  and  things 
tiiTongfa  the  mediam  of  books,  niAj  throw  out 
niefiil  hints,  and  make  wise  observatiocs ;  bnt 
It  is  prtLotioal  men  alone,  tbftt  are  relied  npon 
to  manage  the  afiUra  of  nations.  What  maj 
be  the  (Me  of  the  Federation  if  it  should  be  ex- 
tended berond  the  Stony  Moonttdns,  and  what 
sDod  or  ill  fortane  maj  betide  the  people  of  the 
Ch'«^n  two  oentnries  hence,  doea  not  conoem 
lu  mnoh  Just  now.  Donbtlees,  posterity  will 
know  how  to  take  care  of  itself  and  proTide 
for  ita  own  dangers,  as  we  do  for  onrs.  The 
period  la  too  remote  for  lepelation ;  bnt,  in  the 
meanwhile,  give  yonr  people  the  bounty  lani 
and  let  them  go  and  make  a  settlement  and 
ibnn  a  nnoleos,  aronnd  which  other  emigrators 
may  ooSect,  and  time  will  gradually  consolidate 
tiiem  into  a  powerfbl  comnmnity,  and  ^onr 
treaniry  will  be  reUeved  from  the  annnal  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  the  pn^posed  military 
post. 

A  motion  was  now  made  fbr  a^joimment, 
and,  being  earned, 

Tb.«  Hoiue  acyonmed. 


TzniiBDAi,  December  83. 
Claim  f^  Xauon  Sovge. 

The  reeolntion,  o£%red  by  Ur.  Bkemt  some 
days  since,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  rep- 
leaentatiTea  of  the  Marquis  de  Uaiaon  Bonge, 
to  refbr  that  olaim  to  a  committee,  was  taken 
op. 

Mr.  Bbbok  qwke  in  opposlUon  to  the  reeoln- 
tion, 4XL  tlk«  KKiimd  that  Hie  claim  in  i^nte 
had  been  submitted  by  Mr.  Oox,  the  prc«ent 
btdder  of  the  TOSt  tract  of  land  concerned,  to  a 
Jndieial  tribnnal ;  in  whioh  ease,  he  thoaght  all 
le^slative  int«r&reDc«,  on  the  part  (^  this 
Hooae,  wonld  be  highly  improper.  Mr.  B. 
stated  a  mimber  tS  &cts,  in  sopport  of  this  view 
of  the  ease. 

Mr.  Oamivkll,  of  Ohio,  (Oht^rnum  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claime,)  replied  to 
Mr.  BsKOK ;  and  nnderetanding  that  the  saits 
institnted  bf  Mr.  Oox,  are  only  ogdnst  persons 
■ettling  on  the  land  withont  any  tide  at  all, 
fsqnatters,)  thonght  that  tliese  eaita,  howoTer 
deoided,  oonld  not  settle  the  qneetion  between 
the  claim  of  the  Marqiris  de  Udson  Bonge,  and 
&at  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bbeht  followed,  in  support  of  the  reso- 
hition.  He  went  at  some  lengtli  into  the  facts 
cf  the  case,  and  denied  that  aDy  snit  had  been 
tnatitiited,  or,  if  any,  none  which  could  try  the 
olaim.  So  soit  eonld  be  instituted  agafnst  the 
United  States,  wiUiont  a  law  of  Congress  ex- 
pressly for  the  pnipose.  He  knew  the  setllere 
personally,  and  he  asserted  that  not  (me  of 
own  held  under  any  tiUe  derived  from  the 
GoTemment  of  the  United  States ;  they  held 
imder  titles  from  Ihe  Spanish  Govemment,  and 
no  Bidt  against  them  oonld  setUe  the  qneation  of 
Mdson  Rouge's  daim.  If  Mr.  Oox  wished  to 
bring  hia  chum  before  the  ooxtrts  <A  the  United 


States,  hia  proper  oonne  voold  be,  not  to  op> 
pose  tiie  Interference  of  this  Honse,  which 
alone  could  enable  him  to  accomplish  that  ob- 

iect,  bnt  ratiier  to  invite  it  to  act  npon  the  snb- 
ect 

Mr.  BANxm  replied  to  tSx.  Bbent,  and  de- 
tidled  the  history  of  the  claim,  as  it  had  been 
for  five  years  successively  presented  to  Ctm- 
gresa,  together  with  the  different  general  acta 
of  the  Government  in  their  application  to  the 
land  in  qneetion.  He  thonght  that  the  suits 
now  instituted  would  operate  to  try  the  ques- 
tion, inasmuch  as  they  wonld  give  to  Mr.  Gox 
an  opportunity  to  prove  his  title;  and  he 
deemed  it  a  right  of  the  present  holder  to  have 
his  clfum  fwrly  investigated  by  law,  provided 
that,  in  pursoing  it,  he  interposed  no  umteces- 
sary  delay. 

The  debate  was  fkrther  continued  by  Messrs 
BatRT,  BimtDT  Bkxcj:,  and  OAjmxu.;  but, 
as  it  turned  chiefly  on  the  minutiee  of  the 
land  lavs,  it  waa  not  reported  with  particO' 
larity. 

Jllie  lands  involved  are  of  great  extent  and 
ae,  occupying  almost  the  whole  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Onaohita,  in  ILouiriana.  Thev  remun  un- 
settled—have never  been  eniosea  to  sale,  on 
account  of  the  claim  of  the  Marquis  de  Htuson 
Rouge.  The  tract  is  in  possession  of  Mr.  D. 
W.  Cox,  of  Philadelphia,  who  holds  under  the 
marquis.] 

The  hour  devoted  by  the  rules  of  the  Honse  to 
the  connderation  of  resolutions  having  elapsed, 
the  debate  was  out  short  by  the  Spear's  call- 
ing the  orders  of  the  day. 

Qratitmd^  to  Ltrfti^ttU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LirnJE,  of  Maryland,  tha 
House  resumed  the  oonsiderBtion  of  the  biD 
yesterday  reported  by  a  committee  of  the 
Honse,  "  concerning  General  Lafayette," 

Mr.  LivTBOSTOit,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  as  one  of 
the  members  of  the  committee  who  reported 
the  bilL  to  speak  to  the  merits  of  it.  liie  de- 
lay in  doing  so,  which  had  taken  place  on  the 
part  of  the  committee,  wonld  not  hove  occurred 
if  tt  had  been  fliought  necessary  to  offer  &  the 
House  any  explanation  on  the  sabject.  Th« 
committee,  however,  thought  it  would  have 
been  only  necessary  to  echo  the  voice  which  is 
heard  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  oth- 
er. They  tiionght  the  importance  and  value  of 
the  services  of  General  Lafayette  had  been  so 
generally  known,  that  it  was  nnnecessary  to  re- 
port the  facts,  in  regard  to  the  services  of  Gen- 
eral Lafayette,  on  which  the;  thonght  it  expe- 
dient to  recommend  the  passage  of  the  biU  now 
before  the  Honse.  They  hoped  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House,  when,  by  a  uuaiilmons 
vote,  at  the  last  session,  they  acbiowledged  the 
vidne  of  those  services,  would  have  made  such 
a  report  unnecessary.  By  that  vote.  Congress 
subjected  the  country  to  an  expense,  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  proposed 
appropriation,  by  agreeing  to  send  out  a  ship 
of  the  line  to  convey  QmeaH  lA&yetta  to  tUa 


.Coo^^lc 


mSAtSa  OF  OONOIIKSS. 


isat.] 


jL^i^HUc 


[H.  <w  S. 


ooontrr.  The  oommittee  did  not  oalonlAte, 
after  hAving  done  so^  and  hia  declining  to  pnt 
tb«  United  StAtea  to  tbat  charge,  tiiere  would 
have  bem.  aaj  olfjeeticai  to  romnnarating  Qen- 
•nl  La&7ett«,  in  acone  dagrecL  for  hia  aervloea 
«nd  sacr&oea  in  the  oanae  of  the  United  States. 
When,  more  reoenUj,  th«  Speaker  of  the  HonaA 


of  the  natwn,  bat  of  lUa  Hoose,  of  the  impor- 
tant aerrices  rendered  to  the  ooontrr  bj  Oen- 
cnl  Lafijett^  the  oommittee  wonld  not  have 


.  . ,  I  de&^t  in  their  dnt^  if 

the  J  failed  to  report  boU  or  a  atateutent  of  ao- 
eoonta  in  regard  to  that  diadngulahed  man. 
peaking  for  myad^  aud  Hr.  L^  I  oonaidered 
the  propoaed  i^pn^iriation  not  as  an  affiiir  of 
•oeoont — not  aa  the  payment  ct  a  debt  doe  to 
Goteral  lytfi^etta^  trnt  aa  the  ezprenion  of  a 
satioBal  aentiineni  whiidi  wonid  do  honor  not 
aaij  to  thia  HouM^  bst  to  thia  people — aa  an 
set  which  wonld,  aa  br  aa  it  goea^Herre  to  take 
ftway  from  na  Hie  reproadi  t£at  Bepnblioa  are 
imgratefU.  I  thonght  it  wonld  not  be  doing 
Jnatioa  to  onr  eonatitnentay  if  we  made  this 
award  a  matter  of  Taloation— an  affilr  of  dol- 
Isra  and  oenta :  I  thonght  a  difibtcnt  mode  of 
treating  it  nxiet  reepeotnl  to  the  Honae-^noat 
befitting  tiie  dignitf  of  Qila  GoTemment.  Oth- 
er gfoUemwi,  it  appeaia,  entertain  di^rent 
viewa :  perhapa  ther  are  more  correct  views. 
I  do  not  stand  h^  to  set  np  my  aentjments 
against  thoee  who  tiiink  the  matter  ought  to 
bave  been  tretied  in  a  different  way.  Some 
think,  and  I  hare  no  donbt  ther  very  honestly 
and  ainoerely  think,  that  they  have  no  power 
to  ezpreaa  the  natiwial  gratitode  in  the  manner 
{wopoaed,  m  to  vote  awi^  pnUic  money  in  any 
owe  to  wliich  a  claim  to  it  conld  not  be  aal^- 
tantiated  on  anoh  evidence  aa  wonld  estaUiah 
itlnaeonrtofjtutioe.  It  waa  not  fiw  the  want 
of  anoh  evidence,  that  Om  oomndttee  did  not 
n|M>rtib  The  evidence  in  tbdr  powsarion  was 
■Kh  aa  wonld,  if  dnly  wrighed,  aatisfy  the 
moat  scmpolons,  of  the  Jnatioe  of  giving  sot 
wily  the  amount  propoeed  by  the  oomnuttee, 
bat  oven  double  that  amonnt 

The  aervices  of  Qcneral  La^yette  daring  the 
war  of  the  Bevolntion,  Mr.  Z..  aud,  were  known 
to,  and  mnat  be  acknowledxed  by,  cverf  one. 
He  came  to  thia  oonntry  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolntion.  He  oontinned  his  peraonal 
wrvicea  nntil  veir  shortly  before  the  temun»- 
tion  <tf  that  war  by  the  Inaty  of  peace.  He 
eeaaed  tiioae  peraonal  exertions  hwe,  only  to 
lender  Oxtm  in  the  same  canse  where,  at  the 
time,  they  were  more  aaefdL  He  waa,  indeed, 
ymj  inatTnmental  in  brinolng  abont  that  peace 
ao  important  to  na.    At  that  tdm^  yet  in  pros- 

r'ty,  hewoold  haverefoaed  any  compensation 
MB  aervices  and  tacriflces,  had  they  even 
been  greater  Uian  th^  wwe.  When  oppreaaed 
by  adversUr,  after  the  confiscation  cuF  the  re- 
mainder of  hia  princely  eatate,  he  accepted  &om 
the  United  States  what  he  wonld  never  before 
leedve,  the*  p^  at  a  Ib^or-Qeneral,  the  rank 


which  he  held  during  the  war.  Bat,  besidea 
that,  he  was  entitled,  npon  every  principle  ot 
strict  Jnstioe,  to  the  half-pay  of  a  Ui^or-Oone- 
ral  for  life.  Owing  to  Um  civil  mission,  which 
bad  already  been  r^erred  to.  General  La&yett« 
was  not  in  service  at  the  doee  of  the  war,  and 
had  not  a  legal  title  to  this  half-pay,  bnt  hia 
right  to  it,  on  every  prinoiple  of  eqaity,  oonld 
not  be  qnestioned.  To  the  repreeentsAivee  of 
another  disdngnished  officer,  (General  Hamil- 
ton,) simiiariy  sitntied,  Oongrese  granted  the 
amonnt  of  h^-pay  which  woold  have  been  doe 
to  him,  and  th[at  without  commutation.  The 
two  canoe  were  nearly  parallel.  The  offloera 
had,  generally,  the  option,  and  almost,  if  not 
quite  all,  availed  themaelvea  of  it^  of  receivins 
a  commntation  in  lien  of  half-pay.  GenertS 
LaAo^ette  liad  not  this  option,  however,  from 
the  circumstance  already  mentioned,  of  lus  ab- 
sence in  Europe  at  the  oonoln^on  of  the  treaty 
of  peace.  What  would  be  tiie  amoont  of  hali- 
p^  for  tlie  more  tban  forty  years  that  have 
since  el^wed,  and  the  long  life,  which,  Mr.  I^ 
at^d,  be  tmated  this  venerable  man  would  BtiU 
live  to  eirioyt  Twenty  added  to  the  fbrty 
yeara  already  expired,  would  not  be  deemed  an 
extravagant  eatimafe:  tbeaerizty  years  of  half- 
pay,  withont  calcnlatinK  interest,  would  alone 
amount  to  something  like  dghty  thoossnd  dol- 
lua.  Would  any  gentleman  in  thia  ball  say, 
that  General  Lafbyette  was  not  as  well  entiUed 
to  his  haif-pay  as  the  family  of  Qeneral  Hamil- 
ton were,  alter  his  decease) 

But  was  this  all  ?  No,  said  Hr.  L.,  it  is  not 
all.  It  is  known  as  a  pnblia  hiitorioal  tact, 
that  I^&yette,  when  he  came  to  this  country, 
brought  also  Important  and  very  necessary  sup- 
plies to  a  large  omonut — on  immense  amount, 
considering  that  it  waa  the  offering  of  a  ringle 
individnal.  What  waa  the  cost  ot  thcee  sup- 
plies, is  information  which  chance  alone  has 
thrown  in  onr  way.  Every  one  knew  that  it 
waa  great ;  bat  a  mere  fortnitons  dnminstanco 
led  a  sentleman,  lately  at  Paris,  to  inquire  into 
what  hod  been  the  pecnniaty  saorificea  of  !»• 
fayette  in  the  canse  of  the  United  States,  dur- 
ing the  Revolution ;  and  he  obtained  a  docu- 
ment which  shows  precisely  what  mon^  Lt^ 
Eayette  did  expend  m  onr  cause  at  that  time. 
[Mr.  L.  here  mode  a  statement  oorreiponding 
with  th^  yesterday  made  in  the  Senate,  by  Mr. 
E&THC,  establishing  that  the  expenditure  of  1^- 
foyette,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Statesi  dnring 
the  WOT  of  the  Revolntion,  was  700,000  frano^ 
or  140,000  dollars,  besidea  sums  modestly  kept 
ont  of  the  account,  which  wonld  have  inereaaed 
that  sam.]  Add  this  amonnt  to  that  which  is 
justiy  due  to  him  for  half-pay  for  life,  said  Mr. 
L.,  and  say  whether  a  fair,  honest,  and  equita- 
ble settlement  of  the  ooooont  between  him  and 
the  United  States,  wonld  not  leave  ns  in  debt 
to  hit",  interest  iuolnded,  more  than  double  the 
amonnt  which  the  committee  bad  reported  in 
hia  £ivor.  Here  then,  sir,  is  an  occoont  of  dol- 
lars and  cents,  since  gentlemen  desire  it :  here 
is  something  to  satis^  the  most  aoropnloDa. 
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Wliea  jon  offer  to  General  La&rette  these  two 
hnadred  tiionsHul  doU«r&  70a  do  not  pay  tJie 
debt— 70a  do  not  pajwhat  joajiutlj  oae  to 
him.  I  am  veej  mach  afrud,  or,  that,  in  going 
tbrongh  this'deUJl,  I  taty  wound  the  delicacy 
of  tlie  gentleman  oonoemed;  for  I  am  per- 
niaded  that  no  circnnuitBiiae  would  have  in- 
dnced  him  to  bring  forward,  ta  a  debt,  what  he 
foM  to  na.  Half  of  hia  prinoely  eatatea  he 
freielf  spent  in  our  aervioe,  without  any  other 
recompense  than  the  aeoret  aatiB&ctaon  ctf  aid- 
ing the  caose  of  liher^,  to  which  be  from  hia 
oradle  had  devoted  himaelf. 

Hr,  L.  said  he  would  not  preaa  upon  tbe 
Houae  argmnenta  drawn  from  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  on  thia  an^eot. 
Those  feelinoa,  aaid  h^  are  well  known :  and 
from  what  I  Know  of  the  temper  of  thia  Honae, 
and  of  the  fedinga  of  the  mntlemen  who  com- 
pose it,  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  will  not 
regret  that  anj  ooiudderalion  of  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  hia  dnt^  will  prevent  him  from  ^v- 
]ii£  hia  aasent  to  thi8  bUL  I  vet  koat,  however, 
that  the  vote  on  this  Ull  will  be  munimona.  I 
lu^  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  Eooae  ia 
moved  br  one  oonseataneoos  fy^iag,  of  obedi- 
«iioe  to  uie  wishes  of  onr  constatnents — one  de- 
sire of  expresdng  the  sentiment  of  national 
mtitode  which  we  owe  to  the  nature  of  the 
Government  nnder  which  we  act — one  wish  to 
satisfy  our  own  feelings.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  one  gentleman  in  this  House  who  wilt  not 
excesaivel;  regret,  that  onj  notion  of  his  dnty, 
or  regard  to  the  disporation  of  the  frmda  of  the 
ooantrv,  wonld  prevent  bis  giving  a  vot«  fbr 
thiabiU. 

One  dronmBtanoe  there  was,  in  relation  to 
General  La&yette,  which,  though  it  did  not 
oome  strictlj  into  aooomit,  aa  forming  a  demand 
npon  this  Government,  fdmiahed  an  argmnent 
which  conld  not  but  strtoiglj  appeal  to  this 
Hoose,  in  favor  of  that  distingoished  IndividnaL 
[Ur.  L.  here  stated  the  drcmnstanoe  of  the  lo- 
oatiott  of  part  of  Qeneral  Laft^tte's  land  in 
the  vioinitj  of  Kew  Orleans,  and  his  givii^  it 
tm  to  the  dt;,  &o.,  anhstontdallj  aa  atated  in 
the  Senate  yesterday  by  Ur.  EAim.  Mr.  L. 
had  the  advantage  of  personal  knowledge  of 
the  &ct«,  and  of  having  been  the  medium  of 
oommmiiaation  with  General  La&yette  on  that 
eabject.]  Ooneral  L.  declared,  on  Ihat  occa- 
sion, he  wonld  enter  into  no  litigation  with  any 
one  in  r^ard  to  a  grwit  which  the  United 
States  had  thon^t  proper  to  make  to  him.  He 
withdrew  the  looatun  n«  had  made  on  a  most 
valnahle  land,  now  worth  400,000  dollars,  and 
trai^erred  it  to  land  hardly  worth  a  dollar  an 
ftore.  ICr.  LivDiasTOB  eaid  he  knew  an  idea 
had  been  held  out,  that  the  remainder  of  the 
land  granted  to  the  General  by  Oongresa  had 
been  scdd  very  well.  What  had  been  obtained 
lor  it,  he  did  not  know ;  bnt  he  conld  aay,  for 
certainty,  that,  if  anyl>ody  had  given  one  dd- 
lar  an  acre  for  it,  tiiey  had  made  a  bad  bvgain. 
That  part  of  it  which  he  was  acquainted  with 
he  wonld  not  have  for  a  gift.    The  lands  which 


the  General  yet  held  were  of  no  valne,  as  the 
expense  of  raimng  the  levee,  ita.,  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  wonld  be  greater  than  the  valne  of 
the  land  after  it  should  be  so  improved. 

Knowing  a  good  deal  of  the  oiroamstanoes 
connected  with  General  Lafayette^  and  having 
been  a  member  of  the  oommittee  who  reported 
thii  bilL  he  had  thqnght  proper  to  state  them, 
and  he  hoped  what  ne  had  said  wonld  serve  to 
remove  whatever  donbta  existed  on  the  minds 
c^  Kentlemen  on  this  sottjeot. 

The  Sfbaxkb  here  correoted  an  error  into 
which  he  had  bUaa,  in  mppoiriug  that  a  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement  took  preference  tX 
a  motion  to  poa^ne  to  a  day  oertein.  The 
question  ieiag  thm  stated  to  I>e  on  Mr.  Suukx's 
motion  to  reoommit  with  instmotions,  Ju:. — 

ilx.  UoDmni^  of  South  OaroUna,  addressed 
the  Oh^,  Ee  repeated  the  terms  of  the  mo- 
tion, to  recommit  with  instructions  to  report  a 
statement  of  facts  and  soooontB,  &o^  because  it 
more  oleariy  indicated  the  genina  of  the  oppo- 
mtitm  to  tiiis  bill,  ai^  the  principles  on  which 
that  oppodtion  was  based,  thsn  anr  Qlnatr^ 
tion  conld  do.  The  motion  invcdvea  die  prin- 
<dp]e  that  Congress  was  about  to  r«ider  eom- 
pensation  to  Gmieral  I^&yette  under  the  obli- 
gation of  a  b<H)d.  Pat  it  upcm  that  fboting, 
sud  Ur.  UcD.,  and  I  shsll  vote  agmnst  the  bilL 
Pat  it  npon  that  footing,  and  Genera)  Lafayette 
will  disdain  yonr  offer  of  payment.  What  were 
the  services  which  he  rendered  to  this  country, 
and  what  the  motives  npon  which  they  were 
rendered  t  X>id  he  render  those  services,  and 
make  those  disbnrsoment&upoB  any  calculation 
of  future  retiibatiou?  Did  he  enter  into  a 
oompntation  of  what  benefits  he  was  thereafter 
to  derive  from  them?  Not  so,  sir:  they  were 
the  magnanimous  saoriflcea  of  a  heart  devoted 
to  liberty,  reckless  of  consequences,  succoring 
a  people  smuggling  fbr  liber^.  "When  we  como 
to  conrider  these  servlcea,  rmdered  nnder  such 


saoriflees  of  General  Ijifsyette,  and  hold  out  to 
the  world  that  we  are  rendering  him  this  tardy 
tribnte,  not  as  a  volnntary  offering  of  the  hear^ 
but  as  (he  obligation  of  a  bond )  I  admit,  or, 
the  extent  of  the  servicee  of  this  individual ;  I 
am  perfectiy  satisfied,  indeed,  that,  upon  a  fair 
calculation,  the  interest  alone  of  the  mcmey 
which  he  spent  in  onr  service  up  to  this  time 
would  more  than  double  the  smoimt  which  this 
bill  proposes  to  appropriate  for  his  use.  The 
extent  of  his  services  nught  weil  be  a  motive  of 
this  grant ;  but  to  refer  this  bill  back  to  a  com- 
mittee, to  make  a  minute  calculation  of  the 
money  he  advanced  for  us,  would  be  an  act  at 
ingratitude  and  disrespect  to  his  higher  aitd 
more  elevated  oUims  npon  the  country.  Do 
yoD  expect  to  obtain  vouchers,  sud  Ur.  UoD., 
for  what  was  a  groat  to  you,  which  the  gen- 
erous donor  never  wished  nor  intended  to  re- 
Mr.  UoD.  did  not  intend  to  express  any  thing 
disreepeotfnl  to  the  sui^orten  «f  the  r"^'"f 
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notitxi,  but  be  miut  be  allowed  to  mj  Qtere 
wu  a  degree  of  indelieMj'  in  it  which  wonld 
diock  tba  eemribilitj  of  anj  booorable  miiuL 
and  partia«lart7  of  him  vhom  it  was  pnqxMed 
lo  osU  upon  to  be  an  agent  in  t,  oaae  w  neulj 
■lIMing  liimaelf.  I  Tery  mnoh  donbt  irhadi- 
V,  if  he  heard  thia  diwouloo,  he  would  reoMve 
jonr  donalion,.  I  tnut  we  Bhall  put  this  offer 
of  an  enremdim  of  onr  graldtade  on  mob 
gnmnda,  mat  he  vUl  be  iudnoed  to  reorave  it : 
tltat  we  shall  not  remder  it  aa  a  debt  dne  to 
him,  bat  as  a  sratifloaQon  of  onr  own  feelings, 
and  of  Ui&fedings  ot  thia  nation.  And,  not- 
vithatandRg  wbat  haa  ooooned  herCL  I  tnut 
be  will  aooqrt  Qie  ofSer,  not  aa  bis  rb^t  to  i 
aeive.  bnt  as  onn  to  rive^  aa  a  gnti&ttHhm 
ouadTes,  and  as  a  small  teettmonr  ot  the  grat- 
itade  rf  the  nation.  Mr.  HoD.  trusted  that  tbe 
House  woald  not  attempt  to  inreetigste  what 
MDUiot  be  prored,  and  will  not ;  that  it  would 
not  deaeend  to  the  investigation  ot  fiwts  which 
■re  known  to  the  whole  world,  and  are  Jnter- 
woren  with  the  most  interesting  and  important 
parts  irf  oar  own  history-. 

Mr.  Hisa^nt,  of  North  Oartdina,  ezpreaaed 
Ua  deep  regret  that,  at  this  stage  of  a  bnsineai 
which  most  for  three  we^  past  have  ooon- 
^ed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  attentiMi  of 
the  nt^nbera  of  thia  Eonse,  a  motion  aboold 
have  hatai  made  to  reoomrait  tUa  bill  to  iu- 
veetl^ate  &cta  in  the  use :  andheeaidheoonld 
not  Tiew  the  present  motion  in  any  other  light 
than  aa  one  whieh  was  in  effect  to  test  the  •no- 
eesB  of  the  present  measure.  On  this  snl^ect, 
Hr.  M.  said,  he  moat  beartfl^  oonearred  in  Qm 
▼iewB  of  tiie  gentleman  who  bad  Jnst  taken 
Us  seat  Wh^  s^d  he,  is  the  oliijeot  of  this 
rdbrmce)  To  go  intoaoaloolation  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence,  with  onr  distingniahea 
beaefltctor,  which  he  wonld  reject  wuh  dis- 
dain, and  whioh  ccnid  not  bnt  fill  his  breast 
vHh  scorn  at  the  propositico.  Snch  an  in- 
Tssli^alion  would  M,  DetUesj  abeolotelj  Im- 
practicable, exoept  bf  snbmitting  the  jmrate 


and  which  we  on^t  not  to  require.  Are  we 
to  call  upon  that  indivtdnal  to  laj  before  as  his 
Tooehers  Ibr  volontarj  donatdcms  for  onr  benefit 
fair  /ears  ago  t  Are  we  thus  to  compensate 
diOBe  serrtcee  which  are  known  even  to  every 
■ehodibo7  in  onr  oonntrjt  I  sbonld  deem 
sneh  an  examination,  if  its  institntion  was 
QMOgfat  neoessaiT,  btal  to  this  tdll,  becMise  the 
ol^e^  whitih  it  wotdd  pnrfbss  to  seek  after 
eoold  never  be  obtuned.  And  is  it  believed, 
br  the  mover  and  sni^ortersof  thispn^Hisiljon, 
that  Qeneral  lAfisjette^  his  fi»tanes  being  re- 
dnoed,  hM  been  invited  to  onr  shores  in  the 
imposing  maimer  we  have  seen;  that  he  has 
been  received  everTwhere  with  an  enthnriasm 
which  does  honor  to  tba  soos  of  heroes — to  be 
called  upon  here  to  produce  «oti(ift«r*  for  his 
ddms  npon  onr  gratitDde  I 
I  have  great  respect,  said  ICr,  K,  for  the 
of  gentlemen  on  the  som«  (tf  preoe- 


dent;  bnt,  for  myself  I  believe  that  soch  a 
case  ae  this  can  never  s^tn  oocnr ;  sod,  if  it 
shall,  will  this  people  shnnk  from  meetiiig  itt 
Tfae^tleman  from  Louisiana  has  given  an  ex- 
position which,  it  appears  to  me,  mnst  satisfy 
everf  one  who  heard  it  as  to  the  right  of  Gen- 
eral Lafajette  to  receive  compeaBBtdon  from 
the  United  States  for  services  and  saorificee. 
Bnt,  idr,  ue  we  to  q>reBd  a  Procraiitean  bed 
for  the  feelings  of  that  distinguished  individual 
to  be  tortnred  npon  I  Are  we  to  give  the  exsot 
pound  of  flesh,  withoot  one  jot  of  blood  1  Is 
such  the  fading  in  which  the  proceeding 
towards  Oeneral  La&jette  originated  ?  If  it 
is,  the  reiwoaoh  is  jet  Jnst,  the  adage  is  ratified, 
that  B^ubUca  are  nngratofiiL  I  hope,  rir, 
Oiat  the  bill  will  not  be  reoonunitted,  and  that 
this  Honse  will  not  undertake  to  render  justice 
to  merits  and  services  such  aa  LBCayett^'s  under 
the  influence  (tf  a  pettifogging  dispositjon,  8di4>tr-' 
ed  to  no  highw  vocation  ibm  litigation  in  smsll 
s&irs  before  inferior  courts.  I  oonld  wisli,  for 
the  honor  of  the  American  name,  and  still  mor« 
for  the  honor  of  this  House,  that  no  such  aSiair. 
as  tills  should  have  been  meditated,  unless  wo 
get  out  of  the  discnatdon  of  it  in  a  manner 
more  repntable  than  I  be^  to  ^tprehend  w« 
shall. 

Kr.  IL  said  he  did  not  understand,  from 
what  had  been  said,  that  anj  opposition  was 
made  to  this  bill  on  the  score  of  principle.  If 
we  tnm  over  onr  records,  ssid  he,  we  slull  find 
(Uvers  instances  of  i^ipropristions  in  a  much 
ttnager  manner  impugning  the  principles  ad- 


impugm 
MbiU,ti 


vanoed  asidnst  thia  iW,  than  this  bill  does— in- 
of  money  granted  merely  in  the  w^  of 
grabiity,  the  present  case  being  by  no  means 
one  of  that  character.  Vaa  it,  at  this  daj,  to  be 
eericnsl^  argued,  that  General  Lafayette  stood, 
in  relation  to  our  Revolution,  on  the  footing  cf 
one  c^the  people  whose  liberties  were  asserted 
by  itt  Tne  oorrect  distinction  between  the 
two  oasea  had  been  drawn  elsewhere,  tbM. 
where  a  fbreign  aiemf  invades  a  country,  all 
its  inhabitanta  are  equally  embarked  in  the 
ccmteat,  and  mnst  abi^  by  the  oonaeqnenoes  of 
i^  it  not  b«ng  in  the  power  of  the  Government 
to  indemni^  all  individual  losers  in  suoh  a  war. 
But  was  that  the  case  with  a  generoiis  foreigner, 
whose  fortune  and  talent  are  uberallf  embarked 
in  the  deface  of  the  oppressed  party  in  the 
oontesti  Burelj  not.  It  never  can  be  the 
feeling  of  America  that  we  should  deal  to 
himpredsely  themeasureofstrictrigbt  But, 
let  the  ^eeent  case  be  put  even  on  that  ground: 
it  was  [ooved  by  the  eipoedtion  of  the  geutle- 
min  from  Louisiana,  and  by  feots  of  hi^rical 
notorie^,  that  the  proposed  grant  would  stiQ 
be  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  justice.  Mr. 
IL  therefore  expressed  an  earnest  hope,  that, 
as  Oenersl  Lafayette  had  set  up  no  claim  in 
' '  caseL  inasmuch  as  he  was  not  a  plaintiff  is 
9  acnon,  and  the  ease  was  not  to  lie  tried 
npon  techiuoal  pleadings,  tbst  the  services 
which  he  rendered  in  the  morning  of  his  £»> 
tones,  would  bo  met  by  this  notran  in  a  oor- 
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The  present  motion,  eaid  Ur.  U.,  I  must  oon- 
A&er  BS  teating  the  strength  of  the  bi]] ;  and 
sore  I  am,  that,  if  we  listen  to  the  voice  of  all 
these  people,  who,  in  their  person  felt  the  hor- 
rora  and  privfttions  of  the  Bevolntion,  or  of  the 
tme  descendants  of  their  fithers  who  did  feel 
them,  we  shall  very  maoh  miarepreaent  them 
if  we  refiiBe  to  make  the  old  age  of  Lobjette 
taej  and  comfortable.  As  one  of  tbe  commit- 
tee, I  have  felt  it  toj  duty  to  wj,  that  I  decline 
A  technical  examination  of  the  serrioee  of  thia 
TOteran,  becaoge  his  serrioea  were  nerer  ren- 
dered in  that  spirit,  and  the  peiq)l«  do  not  wiah 
to  meet  them  in  it. 

Mr.  HsBBtOK,  of  lUne,  then  rose,  and 
fiiat  from  the  motion  that  he  had  snbmittt 
Qie  House,  it  might  be  sappoeed  that  he  was 
In  &Tor  of  the  indefinite  postponement  o!  the 
tnll,  as  being  opposed  to  the  hill  itselC  He 
was  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  his 
views,  and  remove  aoj  false  impresuon  whioh 
might  have  been  made  in  this  partionlar.  Si 
&r  from  being  opposed  etther  to  the  principli 
or  to  the  form  of  the  biU,  he  was,  on  the  con 
tea^,  prepared  to  vote  for  elmoet  any  eam 
whioh  the  Honse  ahoold  think  fit  to  give,  and 
had  flattered  himself  that  the  bill,  as  Inttodnoed 
by  the  committee,  woold  hsve  passed  Qie  Honse 
vithont  opposition :  he  did  nope  that  there 
wonld  not  even  be  one  word  of  discnaiion  on 
the  subject ;  but,  from  the  conrse  which  things 
had  already  taken,  he  felt  apprehensive  that 
any  thing  which  the  House  might  now  do 
would  be  ineffectnal,  as  he  greaUy  donbted 
whether,  after  what  had  happened,  the  individ- 
ual ooncemed  woold  accept  the  donation,  shonld 
it  be  made.  This  was  one  of  thoae  acts,  of 
which  it  might  emptiatically  be  said,  that,  if 
done  at  all,  it  mnst  be  done  qoiekly.  If  we  are 
to  sit,  in  cold  debate,  discnsdng  Euid  disputing 
the  minntis  of  snch  a  bilL  onr  passing  It,  he 
fbared,  woold  be  in  rain.  Vet,  still,  if  gentle- 
men shall  oonolnde  to  pass  tlds  bill,  they  might 
rely  opon  it  that  he,  for  one,  wonld  nerer  op- 
pose its  passage,  when  that  question  was  furly 
presented  to  him. 

Mr.  BA.BTLETT  Esld  that  he  rose,  not  to  di«- 
ooss  the  messore  before  the  HoQse,  bat  to  snb- 
mit  a  proposition,  which  he  hoped  wonld  ren- 
der discQBsion  unneceBsary.  He  should  regret 
deeply  to  see  the  Jonmal  burdened  with  records 
of  yeas  and  nays,  motions  and  amendraenta,  in 
ft  case  like  this.  He  had  hoped  that  this  bill 
would  have  passed  in  a  msnner  as  spontaoeons 
n  nnanimooB.  He  had  hoped  that,  when  we 
sent  for  General  Lafayette,  and  invited  him,  by 
a  trnblio  act,  to  our  shores,  it  was  not  to  a^ 
wno  he  is,  what  he  has  done,  and  why  we 
have  called  him ;  he  bad  supposed  that  we 
knew  wfao  General  Lafayette  was,  and  that 
none  needed  to  ask  what  he  had  done.  Bathe 
had  had  reason,  since  the  delay  and  opposition 
whioh  bad  occurred  to  such  a  bill  as  this,  to  think 
that  it  wonld  be  more  honorable  to  the  ooontry, 


that  yet  forthw  delay  should  now  take  plaoe, 
in  order.  If  posrible,  to  give  onanimity  to  its  act 
aa  the  snUeot.  I  cannot  bat  rranember,  said 
he,  that  it  is  soaroe  ten  days  since  we  passed, 
with  great  nnanimity,  a  biU  to  reward  onr  own 
servioea,  and  I  did  anppoae  that  the  aervioes  trf 
Lafayette  were  at  least  as  well  known,  and  as 
highly  estimated,  aa  onr&  Be  was  deairooB 
that  the  biU  ihotild  paaa,  not  as  a  forced,  bnt  aa 
a  deliberate  measure.  He  was  nnwilling  to 
press  it  agunat  an  opporition  which,  if  p^ 
severed  in,  most  operate  to  take  sway  all  tLa 
grace  of  onr  gratiuty.  And,  onder  Jibeee  im- 
preaaiona,  he  was  derirona  of  post|bning  tha 
motion  to  reoommi^  and  this  whole  aatjjeo^  till 
Monday  next 


Mr.  OmFSKLL,  of  Ohio,  titen  roee,  and  o1>- 

rved,  that  having  yesterday  had  the  oooraKe, 

perh^M  some  woold  aay  the  andacity,  to  m£e 


some  little  <^poaition  to  this  bilL  whioh  bad 
been  precipitated  into  this  Honse  like  a  oomet 
tiirongh  the  abnoq>hBTe,  it  midit  be  expected 
that  he  shonld  gjve  aome  emanation  of  ikM 
reasons  which  had  inflnenoed  him.  He  did 
not  rise  to  oppoee  the  resolation  fat  postpone- 
ment, for  he  was  himaelf  in  &vor  <tt  it.  Ho 
wished,  for  himself  some  ftartber  time  for  re- 
fleotam,  and  he  oonld  not  bnt  say  that  thera 
waa  aome  Uttle  iU-natore  in  the  remark  of  ^ 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (and  he  waa 
sorry  to  say  bcl  fbr  no  gentieman  on  that  floor 
was,  in  genetal,  more  deoorone  in  deb^)  that 
two  weeks  had  already  been  spent  in  this  snlv* 
jaot  Bnt  why  had  tMs  time  been  allowed  the 
committee,  nnlew  to  give  them,  opportunity, 
by  reflection,  to  mature  the  measure  they  ahoiud 
present  to  the  House.  The  gentieman  dionld 
remember,  that  to  the  Honse  nothinz  like  this 
time  had  been  allowed — indeed  no  tame  at  aU. 
And  though  the  minds  of  the  gentiemot  of  tbo 
committee  might  be  ftilly  made  ap,  yet  thOT 
were  not  to  expect  that,  therefore,  the  minu 
of  other  gentlemen  must  also  be  so.  It  was 
not  strange  that,  on  a  sobject  like  this,  thera 
should  exist  some  diversity  of  opinion.  For 
his  own  part,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  had  never  been 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  ha 
WMild  candidly  state  how  f^  he  had  felt  willing 
'-go.  He  would  have  been  in  &vor  of  gr-" 

Bun  of  $00,000,  and  allowiuj  "  ^ 
etta  the  pay  of  a  M^or  Qener 
this  been  done,  woold  it  not  have  been  quite  aa 
deoorons,  as  attempting  to  fiiroe  the  bill  tnrough 
the  Honse  in  its  present  form,  withont  one 
word  of  explanation  from  the  committee  ?  Let 
ns,  said  Mr.  0.,  have  time  to  commone  witii 
each  other,  and  witli  the  gentieman  who 
broaght  in  the  bill,  as  they  hare  had  time  to 
oommnne  with  each  other ;  but,  if  we  most  be 
taken  by  smprise  now,  I,  for  one,  shall  oppoaa 
the  biU,  end  am  willing  to  meet  the  conse- 
quences of  that  opposition,  be  they  what  they 
may-*— eren  thongh  I  may  be  so  onhappy  as  to 
incur  the  displeasure  of  the  gentieman  tnta 
Looisiana,  whose  good  opinion  I  confess  I  value 
as  much  aa  that  of  any  tAherdtiaenl  know.    I 
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a  in  &vor  of  granting 
twing  OenMal  Lahy- 
eneru  for  life.    Had 


C.ocH^lc 


1834.) 


lOBATES  OT  OONOBBSS. 

a  ulifiiii  IB  I^ayOU. 


[H.  or  B. 


feel  that  I  have  »  dul;  to  {wform ;  I  mrtaiidr 
•hall  porfoim  it,  oor  cui  taj  power  of  man 
jtrevent  me  from  doing  it.  With  these  obeem- 
tionB,  Mr,  Ouipbbll  expreaied  *  hope  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentlemaii  from  Httw  Haaipahira 
(Ur.  BAaTLEF^  vonld  prevail,  for  a  poetptai*- 
meut  of  thia  question  wt  a  few  d^ya. 

After  aome  i-TTlanalifnw  frran  the  ^»eakw, 
aa  to  the  point  of  oider,  Mr.  Tuokib,  of  Ya^, 
moved  to  laj  the  biU  on  the  tahle^  hk  objeot 


being  to  give  time  fer  'M>n"11iwtlng  a - 

vote  oa  the  hilL    The  qoealDOn  bring  token, 
tiuB  motion  was  neffstLTed  bj  a  large  m^oritf. 

Mr.  Ifaanpt,  of  Vi^inia,  then  rose,  not,  he 
observed,  to  woond  the  ieelings  of  the  Home, 
\rj  debadng  the  prince  of  the  bill  before 
^em,  for,  on  that  t<^ia,  he  was  pereoaded  there 
toiated  within  those  walls  bnt  one  "ittipw^t-. 
He  rose  obi^;  with  the  view  of  oontrixvatiiig 
aome  of  the  statements  which  had  been  anb- 
mittod  to  the  Honse  by  the  hcmon^  member 
from  Louisiana,  Qii.  LmnearoH.)  In  doing 
ao^  he  thoDght  he  shonld  be  able  to  win  to  the 
ansport  of  the  bin  the  honorable  member  from 
Ooiol  Q£x.  Oamfeell  ;^  and,  in  so  dedgnating 
bim^he  did  not  nse  ^  language  of  ordinary 
oonrt«i^,  for  he  cherished  habltnal  respect  for 
Us  honorable  friend.  He  rose,  Ur.  H.  said, 
with  no  feint  hope,  however  feeble  his  r»- 
aonrcea  for  the  task,  that  he  ihonld  prevail  on 
an  the  gentlemen,  who^  to  his  srMt  regret, 
diSered  from  the  m^oritf  of  the  Boose  <m  the 
details  of  the  bill,  aM  for  whoae  aoniples  be 
entertained  the  most  indulgent  r•9ecl^  toimU« 
with  the  friends  <tf  the  bUl  in  a  mtaulmons 
Tote.  The  qoestion  preaented  bj  the  opponmta 
of  the  bin,  admitted  of  bnt  two  doabfe,  of  the 
fects  or  the  infereuoes  from  t^em,  on  which 
the  aaaertion  is  sroonded,  that  the  grant  pro- 
posed by  the  hill,  to  our  iUustrions  gaest,  feUa 
abort  of  his  peooniarr  clums  upon  our  jodtioe. 

Having  been  himself  the  medimn  throng 
wham  the  maniuoript  which  had  be«i  joat 
read,  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  bonor- 
aUe  member  from  Lookiana,  he  felt  it  to  b« 
incmnbent  on  him  to  verify  its  snthentioity. 

On  its  very  feoe,  which  bore  marks  of  an- 
tajoity  oorrteponduit  with  its  ancient  date,  it 
enried  atntng  internal  evidaooe  of  its  truth, 
which  was  corroborated  by  a  knowledge  of 
tbe  highly  req>eetabte  channel  through  wbloh 
U  had  very  reoently  reached  America.  It 
moreover  nferred  to  a  prior  dacument  sub- 
mitted by  the  writer,  who  had  ohaige  of  the 
•etatea  of  General  La&yette,  to  the  Bureau  of 
Knigrants  of  the  Department  of  the  Seine, 
early  in  the  year  1708 ;  at  a  lime  when  the 
Bevolntionacy  government  of  IVanoe  sought  to 
aceompliah  two  purposes  by  Inquiring  into  the 


yj  Inquiring  mto  th 
of  the  dUapidado 


emtdioon  and  the  oausei 

of  the  estates  of  Genen 

ioribed,  and  driven  from  France'by  thwr  oi 

and  their  injustice, 

Tbia  agent,  Mona.  Uorjut,  with  a  modesty 
derived  from  the  example  of  the  amiable  man 
he  itrvecl,  reduces  tbe  sum  of  tlioae  ezpradi- 


tnres  which  General  L^feyette  bad  Incorred  in 
the  Barvioe  of  the  United  States,  the  cost  of 
two  voyages  to  Franoe,  and  bad  in  this  aocount 
stricken  from  the  entire  sum  of  1,08S,000  fr«ncaL 
888,000.  But,  as  these  voyages,  attended  at 
the  time  with  peculiar  hazard,  were  undertaken 
at  iht  request  of  General  Washington,  and  for 
the  obvious  benefit  of  tbe  United  BtaUe,  these 
expenses,  instead  <tf  bdng  deducted,  ahonld  b« 
added  to  the  aocount.  To  a  sum,  tberefbnk 
exceeding  two  hundred  thouaand  dollara,  abonla 
be  added  tbe  tntereat  frtr  the  forty-three  yean 
wMeh  have  ela^teed  rince  the  last  ezpenditora 
of  thia  long  aooonni,  wbidi  would  swell  it  to 
thrfoe  the  amount  <tf  the  proposed  Bppropriation. 

The  bonwable  member  from  Louisiana  very 
Justly  computed  the  half-pay  equitably  due  to 
General  Lafeyett^  tor  ttia  same  period ;  bnt, 

omittiiig  to  notice  tbe  interest  as  eqidtably 

e  <m  it,  be  left  out  a  sum  which  would  have 
swelled  that  dngle  item  to  an  amount  equiva- 
lent to  the  object  of  our  present  debate. 

With  remct  to  the  genmons  release,  by 
Oflnetal  Laa^stte^  of  the  land  which  he  had 
acquired  near  New  Orieans,  nnder  our  own 
grvit,  Ur.  U.  s^d  be  was  perfectly  aoqn^ted 
with  all  the  dnmmstances  attending  the  trans- 
Bctkm,  throQgh  the  vtdnntaiT  oommunicaUon 
of  liie  OommiiriraMr  vt  ttie  Laud  Offlee;  and 
that  they  left  no  doubt  cm  his  ndnd  of  the  valid- 
i^  or  valne  of  the  title  which  General  I^ay- 
ette  had  reteased,  with  equal  generodty  and 
delica^ 

The  United  States  granted  to  General  I^fey- 
eMe,  in  part  a»  Us  l^sl  bounty,  and  in  part  as 
a  manifestation  of  their  est«em,  11,640  aorea 
ot  land,  to  be  oboeen  out  ot  any  of  tbe  pnblio 
lands  of  tike  United  Btatee.  Be  chose,  for  tbe 
looatitm  d  a  part  of  it,  to  use  a  term  borrowed 
from  our  laws,  an  ungrauted  territory,  which 
nearly  environed  the  city  of  New  Orleana.  A 
large  part  of  tbia  location  has  since  become  tho 
heart  of  the  city.  In  the  midst  of  it  stands  the 
custom  house;  it  is  the  theatre  of  eitenrave 
trode,  and  covered  wiA  nnmerona  and  ^lendid 
edifloes.  Tbe  title  of  General  Lafeyette  to  this 
land,  under  our  own  grant,  was  indisputable, 
Bome  yean  after  he  iwd  appropriated  It  to  bia 
noe,  the  Oorparatitm  of  New  Oneans  petitioned 
Ocmgren  to  grant  to  them  tbe  portion  of  the 
public  territwy  within  a  distance  of  dx  hun- 
dred yards  anmad  their  city,  and  the  National 
Legidatnre,  unappriaed  of  the  cl^ms  ot  the 
raior  oooupant,  conceded  what  they  asked. 
Of  the  superior  title  of  General  Lafi^ette  to 
tbe  land  covered  l^  this  sabaeqnent  grant, 
there  coold  be  no  doubt  Why  he  did  not 
prosecute  and  nudntain  his  claim  to  this  eatat^ 
BO  luwon^ly  and  Justly  acquired,  baa  been 
already  fully  atated  to  the  House.  This  dona- 
tion hiid  been  made  him  without  his  knowledge, 
in  the  folneas  of  our  hearts,  touched  aa  they 
wore  with  a  knowledge  of  his  wants,  as  a  token 
of  our  sympathy,  esteem,  and  gratitude ;  and 
he  felt  that  tt  did  not  beocmie  bmi  to  quMtion' 
Uie  precise  extent  of  such  *  gi — " 
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The  Tslne  of  the  Und  which  he  ao 
ImoQil;  rellnaiiiBhed,  baa,  donbtleaa,  not    beeo 
-  ovemted,  at  ronr  fanndred  UiooMnd  dollan. 

Can  tbere  rem^  a  qncotioii.  then,  but  that 
the  equitable  olaiDu  of  General  Labretto  npon 
tite  United  Btatee,  were  he  dimoied  to  anbetan- 
(date  them,  would  exceed  a  million  of  dollan  t 
For  liImBe1£  said  Mr.  U.,  be  had  hoped  that  tite 
■tock  which  the  Senate  had  propoaed  to  Iwoe — 
and  he  greatly  preferred  their  Inll  to  that  which 
Iiad  originated  m  thia  Hooae^  instead  of  being 
made  redeemable  among  the  laat  debts  of  the 
nation,  would  have  been  irredectnable  far- 
aver,  that  it  might  (brerer  remain  a  memo- 
rial of  the  gratitnae  of  the  Amerioan  people  to 
their  iUnstnons  bene&otor.  He  had  hoped  &at 
Uie  land  preaented  with  the  atook,  instead  of 
beto^  Umited  to  &  poor  towndiip,  would  have 
reached  sndi  an  extent  as  to  realize,  in  ita  fn- 
tnre  ^preoiation,  to  the  deeoendanti  of  Gen- 
eral liduirettc^  the  entire  debt  of  this  nation 
to  their  generous  ancestor. 

He  did  not  mean  to  oomprebend  our  debt 
this,  onr  bene&ctor,  for  hie  services,  bat  6>r 
bis  peomuary  advanoea  and  their  aoondng  in- 
tereeL 

As  to  his  servioea  to  onr  oanse — theoanse  of 
freedom  In  Europe  and  America,  their  value  is 
immeasorablo.  There  ii  not  a  man  who  now, 
or  maj  hereoAertresd  onr  soO  or  bresthe  onr 
^,  irith  the  elasUo  spirit  of  liberty,  who  is 
not,  or  will  not  owe  him  an  inestimable  debt, 
— a  debt  to  be  felt,  not  to  be  oompotod.  I  defy 
the  nnited  powen  of  Endid  and  Archimedes 
to  caloolate  or  measnre  the  height  and  depth, 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  obligation  of 
America  to  her  bene&ctor.  It  is  here,  said 
]fr.  v.,  G'Ti^'g  lua  hand  npon  his  heart.)  It 
belongs  to  the  eool,  and  no  gange  oan  grada- 
Bte  it 

Are  gentlemen  alarmed  at  what  is  called  the 
example,  the  precedent,  we  are  abont  to  offer 
toonr  mooessorst  I  have  labored,  said  Hr. 
JL,  with  all  the  powers  of  memory,  to  recall 
to  my  mind  an  example  of  dlMnterested  and 
heroic  benevolenoe  wbloh  oan  fi>nn  a  parallel 
totheoondnotof  La&yett«;  and  if  the  Ustory 
of  the  past  affi»ds  none,  why  need  we  not  trnst 
the  ftitaret  The  on^  ipirit  tf  prophecy 
which  is  not  of  divine  in4>irati<»i,  exists  tn 
the  anah^  which  in&ra  the  fhtnre  from  the 
past 

Bnt  what  la  the  character  of  the  example 
from  whioh  this  nnfoimded  api)reheDaiou  arises  t 
"Was  it  not  to  onr  fadiece,  is  it  not  to  oa,  and 
will  it  not  be  to  onr  posteritv,  invaluable) 
Heed  we  go  back  to  the  cnuades  to  demon- 
■tnte  the  inflnenoe,  the  contagion  of  chival- 
rona  enthnidMOi?  No  sooner  was  the  oonse- 
o-ated  banner  of  Peter  the  Hermit  nnfiirled 
for  the  reoovery  of  the  Bedeemer's  sepnlchre 
from  the  infidel  Sarsoen,  than  one  spark  of 
insfdration  electrified  all  Europe;  one  com- 
mon Bonl  pervaded  all  CJhriHtendom.  and 
ponred  her  armed  nationa  on  the  plains  of 


Oontrast  the  h«-oism  of  that  age  with  the 
actuary  adf-devotion  of  Lafayette  1  Whan  I 
look  hack  to  the  early  period  of  onr  Independ- 
woe,  and  behold  onr  own  unrecogniied  mtn- 
isten  in  France,  with  a  tendemew  which  does 
them  Immortal  honor,  remonstrating  with  the 
jonng  enthusiast  on  the  hazard  and  hopeleaa- 
M  of  his  prelected  enterprise  in  onr  behalf 
■when  I  hear  them,  in  a  tone  of  ganraons 
remonsbanoe,  tell  him  that  onr  canse  waa 
^kine,  and  they  had  not  even  a  vessel  to 
ofbr  nlm  for  his  petilons  voyage,  and  hear 
htan  reply,  "  I  have,  then,  no  time  to  lose  I"  I 
cannot,  tm^ning  from  this  scene  to  that  be- 
fl»e  me,  bring  myself  to  believe,  that  gen- 
tlemen, who  differ  from  the  obvions  m^'oritf 
of  thia  Honse,  need  to  rest  three  nights  upon 
their  pillow,  befbre  they  can  arrive  at  nnanmi- 
ity  npon  this  bill.  I  cannot  bnt  believe,  rir, 
that  when  we  oome  to  the  vote,  we  shall  do 
it  with  one  heart,  and  that  we  are  now  as  well 

Erepared  as  we  shall  be  on  Monday  next  Wo 
ave  now  met  our  opponents  in  the  spirit  of 
friendly  explanation ;  we  have  complied  wiHt 
th«r  wisbee— etoted,  reouiitnliLted ;  and,  I  fer- 
venfly  trnst,  they  are  reoay  to  act  vrith  na  for 
the  honor  of  onr  common  oonntiy. 

Hr.  Stokbs,  of  New  York,  then  rose,  and 
said  that,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  this  sabject  had  been  confided 
by  the  Honse,  he  felt  it  his  ■  duty  to  that  com- 
mittee, and  to  himself  to  say  a  few  words  in 
vindication  of  the  coarse  which  had  been  por- 
sned  in  relation  to  this  bill.  Complaints  nod 
been  nrged  by  some  members  of  the  House, 
that  no  statement  had  been  produced  of  what 
leemed  to  be  considered  as  "  the  accounts  "  of 
Gen.  La&yette.  The  committee  had  never  in- 
snlted  that  individnal  by  asking,  in  any  qnortor, 
for  snob  things  as  his  aoconnte.  After  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Statee  had,  in  his  solema 
addresa  to  both  Eonses  of  Oongress,  recom- 
mended ttie  sarvices  and  aacriflcee  of  tSenera!  La- 
fityette  as  worthy  of  legislative  regard,  and  had 
advised  that  snoh  a  provision  woold  be  mode  for 
lum  as  "  might  correepond  with  the  sentimenta 
of  the  American  people,  and  be  worthy  of  the 
character  of  this  nation,"  what  had  a  commit- 
tee to  whom  that  reoommendation  was  com- 
mitted by  thia  House,  to  do  with  his  accoontet 
Were  tiiey  to  erect  themselves  into  a  Committee 
of  Claims  where  no  claim  was  made;  and 
what  was  more,  where  no  snch  thing  aa  a 
clfum  would  be  endured  by  that  Hous&  as  vio- 
lating the  feelings  of  a  man  whom  it  wished  to 
honor  f  Ask  for  his  accounts  I  Sir,  I  wonld 
not  perform  such  a  task.  Not  even  were  yon 
to  order  me^  conld  I  do  it  without  insulting 
him.  No,  sir,  we  hod  no  such  matters  as  the 
aeeowiti  of  General  Lafbyette  to  lay  before  the 

Sir,  let  oa  remember  that  the  eyes  of  Europe 
ore  this  moment  npon  us.  Her  monarchs,  her 
people,  are  anxlonsly  w^tlng  to  see  how  we 
shsU  act  The  despots  of  the  Old  World  ai« 
amdons  to  know  whether,  after  inviting  Isf 
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iag  bim  from  dtr  to  dtj,  we  an  abont  to  Knd 
bim  back  iiid  sntjeot  him  to  tbe  Bi>«era  of 
lonltjr  and  witb  bim,   to  axdom  onraelves     ,.,■     -    -  ■■  ^   -   ■       ^  ^     v^.,    ^-i     " 


nproaebeo.  Tbe  qneetioii  WB  are  called 
decide  b,  irbetber  Ameriea,  for  whom  be 
abed  bia  blood,  devoted  bis  fortone,  aod  ded- 
icated bia  talenta  and  bis  virtaee,  it  aboat  to 
aend  back  ber  benebotor  in  the  fiwe  of  £a- 
n^c^  to  be  the  ol|ject  of  their  soom,  and  leave 
tbe  reooid  of  oar  prooeediuga  aa  a  monnment 
tf  tbe  feelinga  of  tbe  Amenoan  people.  The 
qoMtion  beft»«  na  la,  whether  we  will  rapport 
tiw  prindples  of  our  own  Oovwnment  in  our 
oondoct  towarda  one  who  baa  been  oonMd- 
ared  coi  botb  oontinenta  aa  the  great  A{>OBtle 
of  liberty,  and  JtuUy  eo  ooiuidered;  for,  next 
to  the  great  Apostle  of  tbe  Oentilea  binuelf; 
baa  this  man  aerred  tbe  best  interesta  of  man- 
Und.  Next  In  value  to  Uioae  wbicji  the  one 
diaaominatnd,  are  the  bleeiinga  wbidi  the  other 
has  labcwed  to  spread  among  the  nations  of  the 
world.  The  qncetion  if,  mtetlier  bia  servioea 
■re  worth  a  memorial?  Thia,  it  la  true,  ia  not 
needed  for  hia  ohantoter;  aa  baa  been  wdl 
aaid  on  a  pnbha  ooMiAoa,  "hlatory  baa  al- 
ready takoi  obaige  of  bia  fiime; "  bnt^  as  was 
gst);  obaarved  by  the  pruddiiig  offlotr  t^  thia 
Dose,  Oeneral  I^&jette  now  standa  among 
poatcritr,  and  oar  aot  tUa  d^  li  to  be  the 
Jadgment  of  poaterity  on  bia  metila  and  bk 
anw.  Are  we  then  here  to  record  oarnlne  for 
dvO  libedT  and  all  the  bleaabin  it  bestows, 
or  ta  it  that  we  may  a«od  <me  tn  tbe  greateat 
bene&otora  ber  oanae  baa  ever  known,  back 
to  hia  oonntrj  aa  a  witaeai  of  the  ingratitode 
of  BepnbUoB )  But  I  aaid  I  wonld  not  meak  of 
hia  aervioea,  nor  will  L  Whoever  has  known 
or  read  our  biab^  can  be  no  etraoKer  to 
what  be  baa  done  for  na.  It  ia  to  be  known 
-  what  we  think  to  be  dne  at  least  to 


The  qnastion  waa  then  taken,  ou  the  motion 
flf  Mr.  Blou^  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Tbe  qnestioii  was  tbtti  taken,  on  the  motion 
oT  Mr.  QuiXt,  to  atriks  out  300,000  dollars, 
the  amount  ivoposed  to  be  paU  to  General 
Lafityette,  and  to  Inaert  100,000,  and  decided 
fat  the  negative  hj  a  large  nuymitr. 

The  queetion  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
tnll  to  be  mgiosnd,  and  decided  in  the  ^rm- 
■tivo  by  a  luge  m^orit^. 

It  was  then  orderad  that  tbe  UU  ihonld  be 
nadalhird  time  to-day. 

Tbe  bill  waa  than  read  a  third  time,  aoocvd- 
in^y,  and  the  qneation  therenpon  decided,  on 
reqneat  of  Ur.  Buobkr,  by  Yeas  and  Nays,  aa 
foUowa: 

Tau.— HeaSTK  Abbot,  Adaini^  Alexander  of 
TIiBlida,  Alexander  of  Tenneaaee,  Allen  of  Haasa- 
doaetta,  ADec  of  TenneMee,  AlUaon,  Archer,  Bai- 
ley, BavSea,  Berber  of  OonneclicDt,  P.  P.  Barttonr, 
Jt  a.  Baiboar,  Bortlett,  Berlley,  Buiett,  Blair, 
Bieek,  Brent,  Brown,  Bochanaa,  Buokner,  0am- 


breleng,  Campbell  of  a  C,  Carter,  Carey,  GsMedy, 
Oaii,  Cooke,  CoUlna,  Conner,  Cook,  Craig,  Croim- 
buhield,  Cnlpeper,  Cuahmau,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwindl, 
DwiBht.  Eaton,  Ed^,  Edwuda  of  PeDnsylvania, 
',  Floyd,  Foot  of  ConiiBClicat,  Foote 


Qatlin,  Qovan,  OdtIgj,  MiH,  Hunilton,  BarriB,  Ha^ 
Tey,  BemphiU,  Eeon',  Hemck,  Hobart,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  Hooks,  Eouaton,  Iiuiham,  Isat^s,  Jen- 
kins,  Jemunga,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Ere- 
mer,  Lathrop,  Lawreace,  Lee,  Leflirtcb,  Letcher, 
Little,  Liringstou,  Locke,  Long,  LocefeUow,  Uo> 
Arthur,  McDuffle,  HcEean,  HcEee,  HcKim,  Mo- 
Lane  of  DeUirKre,  HftDgnm,  Uallftrj,  Uarklay, 
Hartindile,  Hairin,  Hatla^  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitch- 
eU  of  Feimiylvuiia,  MhcheU  of  Maryland,  Moore  (rf 
Kentucky,  Moore  ot  *>«h*in«,  Moi^an,  Neale,  Mel- 
■OD,  Newton,  O^riett,  Otin,  Owea,  PatteisoD  of 
Femuylvania,  Plumer  of  N.  H.,  Plumer  of  Pean- 
•jlTaoi*,  Poinsett,  Kinkln,  Reed,  Reynold^  Rich- 
arda.  Boat,  Saunders,  Bsndford,  Sblrpe,  Atthnr 
Smith,  Aleuader  Smyth,  Wm.  Smith,  Speight, 
Standafer,  A.  Sterenson,  J.  StepheuBOo,  Slewirt, 
Stoddard,  Btorre,  Swan,  TUisferro,  TattnaU,  Tay- 
lor, Ten  Byck,  Test,  Thompeon  of  Pennsjlvanla, 
Thompaon  of  Oeorpa,  TomuoMni,  Tracy,  Trimble^ 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  I^n,  Udree,  Yuice  of  V.  C,  , 
Van    Benaaelaer,  Tan   Wyck,  WarSeld,   Wayne, 


WHaon,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  S.   0.,  Wolfe, 
Wood,  Woodi,  end  Mr.  ^leakei^iee. 

KiTB. — Messrs.  Beecher,  Back,  Bnrletgh,  Camj^ 
beU  of  OUo,  Crafts,  Gulay,  Olst,  F.  JobnsoQ,  Ltn- 
ooln,  Uvennore,  MoCoj,  McLean  cf  Ohio,  Matsoo, 
Metealf,  Fatteison  of  Ohio,  Rosa,  Bcott,  Sloane, 
Bteriing,  Thmnpson  of  Eentncky,  Tucker  of  S.  0., 
Tanee  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Whittlesey,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
and  Wright— 2e. 

When  the  yeaa  and  nays  had  been  colled  and 
recorded,  the  SnuEn  rose,  and  obaerving 
that,  having  been  preoloded  by  the  place  he 
hdil,  from  toe  mipneiiaa  ot  his  sentimente  In 
relaticoi  to  either  the  prindi:^  or  the  form  of 
tbe  bill,  he  reqcestea  of  tne  Hooae  that  he 
eight  be  permitted  so  far  to  rive  e^rcation 
o  hia  fodinga,  in  reUtion  to  bout,  aa  to  record 
his  vote  wttb  those  (tf  ttie  other  members; 
and,  leave  havbig  been  promptly  given,  tlie 
Glerk  called  tbe  ^eaker'f  noma,  and  bia  voU 
was  recorded  in  the  afflrmativs. 
When  the  Hoose  a^onmed. 


THtnana.T,  DeoMober  S8. 
Oem^atim  <(f  S".  W.  CoaM. 
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And  the  question  then  recorring  on  the  final 
panage  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affin^ve— ayes  118,  noes  D7. 

So  the  bill  was  paaeed.  Its  title  waa  altered, 
at  the  anggestion  of  Ur.  Flotd,  by  omittinn 
tbe  words  "Oolombia  or"  before  the  word 
Oregon,  and  then  the  UU  was  smt  to  the 
Seoate. 
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JimmxT,  Deoember  27. 
Ifioffora  9uffi>ren. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Traot,  Uie  Hotue  went 
into  Oommittoe  of  the  Whole,  (Ur.  Ojjcpbxll, 
of  Ohio,  in  the  ohair,}  on  the  bill  "  farther  to 
•mend  the  sot  snthoridng  the  pajment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  b7  the 
enemy,  while  in  the  military  servioe  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  pnrpoees." 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  row  in 
oppodUoD  to  thehiU.  Theprinctpleof  thegan- 
tleman  from  New  Tork  Qtr.  TbaoiO  is,  that, 
though  the  house  ahooldhave  been  oocnpied  on 
the  Bret  day  of  the  war  and  destroyed  on  tlie 
laat,  the  Government  ia  bonnd  to  indemniQr  the 
nfferer,  becaoae  the  war  la  its  own  sot.  Mr,  I 
not  only  deny  this  poeitioD,  bnt  I  greatly  donbt 
ff  the  QoTamment  is  answersble  in  any  case. 
I  know  that,  on  this  point,  writers  on  national 
law  differ  in  their  opinions.  Bnt  I  hold  it  to 
be  the  sentiment  of  the  best  of  these  wrltera, 
tiiat  Qorernment  is  not  liable  for  any  deetnic- 
tion  of  property  b^  an  enemy.  The  gentleman 
eays,  Q»t  the  citizens  on  an  exposed  frontier 
ore,  or  ought  to  be,  the  ol^ecta  of  peculiar  pro- 
tection to  their  Government  I  qneetdon  this. 
Sir,  is  not  every  citiEen  mtder  this  Qovem- 
ment  free  t  Does  be  not  ohoose  for  himself  tlie 
place  of  his  sbodsL  Doea  he  not  know  that,  on 
B  maritime  frontier,  eepeoisJly,  he  will  eq]oy 
advantages  peoQliar  U>  that  sitnation-~-fldvan- 
tagea  of  marked  — advantagee  of  easy  and  cheap 
tiuisportation,  which  the  citizens  in  the  inte- 
rior cannot  pomesa?  And  does  he  not  know, 
on  Uie  other  hand,  that  in  case  of  the  recnr- 
reaoe  of  a  state  ta  ftar,  the  frontier  will,  of 
ooorse,  be  most  enosed  to  danger;  and  if^  [n 
bis  opimoD,  the  advantages  to  be  ei^oyed  do 
not  fully  compensate  the  danger  to  be  Inoorred, 
is  he  obliged  to  go  there  ?  The  citizen  in  the 
interior  is  forced  to  maroh  man;  mUea  to  defend 
him,  and  slao  has  to  paf  tazes  for  the  same 
oltject — and  would  we  ctonpel  him,  after  the 
war  is  over,  to  pay  all  his  losses  toot  Sir,  the 
Government  of  a  conntry  ongbt  to  be  jnst,  not 
onlf  before  a  war,  bnt  dnring  the  war,  and  after 
the  war.  If  the  citizen  in  the  interior  must 
pay  what  he  on  the  frontier  anfibred  by  the 
war,  why  ought  not  the  citizen  on  the  frontier 
to  pay  him  of  the  interior  fbr  his  expenses  in 
Ooming  to  ud  him?  It  ia  a  bad  rale  that  will 
not  work  both  ways.  The  gentleman  from 
Kew  York  well  knows  that  citizens  on  the 
frontier  have  commonly  an  active  part  in  oo- 
casioning  the  wars  of  a  oonntry,  (especially 
wars  on  a  commercial  question,)  and  yet  he 
tells  na  that  if  yon  do  not  give  them  special 
protectkoL  they  will  be  in  danger  of  making 
terms  with  Uie  enemy,  Si,  let  them  do  it — 
and  then  let  them  see  whether  their  Govern- 
ment will  not  know  how  to  pnniah  snoh  be- 
havior. They  call  on  Government  Jnet 
they  had  had  no  hand  or  part  in  bringing  oi 
war— as  if  it  were  the  doing  of  the  interior  e^ 


olnuvely — yet  we  all  know,  and  so  do  th^, 
thu  the  revene  ia  tme. 

It  is  In  the  natnra  of  things  impractioabla, 

lat  a  Government  should  pay  for  every  loos 
ito  citizens  mi^  sustain  by  a  elate  of  war&rA. 
All  sDoh  as  are  mwelyinoidaital  must  be  borne 
by  the  aafferera. 

And,  as  the  Qovemment  is  not  bound  la 
eqnity  to  repay  toasea  of  thia  kind,  ao  nether  ia 
it  a  dictate  of  sound  policy  that  they  shotdd 
do  so.  Onoe  adtqit  thia  praotioe,  and  yon  rea- 
der yonrsslvea  aaaailable  at  onoa.  Especially 
if  yoQ  have  an  eztesrive  seaboard,  and  a  mart. 
time  fo&  yon  invite  him  to  aggression;  you 
make  it  his  policy  to  depredate ;  yon  give  bin 
the  strongest  temptation  to  tranafer  the  wB" 
from  yonr  peiatm  to  your  pnqierty ;  yon  taka 
from  war  every  thing  of  a  brave  and  noUa 
oharaoter,  and  make  It  a  mere  game  of  burniiw 
and  pillage.  Barely  this  one  connderatiim  u 
enon^  to  wani  na  aninst  8aiioti(»iii^  sodi  ft 
bill  aa  is  now  bdbre  the  oommittee.  Befnsa  to 
such  losses,  and  what  will  be  the  fffectl 
__  _  efEbct  wiU  be  that  the  frontier  dtizen  wiD 
do  hia  utmoet  to  defend  himself  and  his  ivop- 
erty.    You  call  in  the  dd  of  two  panions  in- 

'  >d  of  one.  If  a  man  is  sore  of  being  rtipaii 
the  devastationa  of  the  enemy,  his  only  m»- 
)  to  resist  them  will  be  his  patriotism ;  bat, 
if  he  knowg  he  is  to  reotive  no  indemnity,  hs 
will  fight  not  only  from  paMotJam,  but  from  self- 
interest.  The  gentleman  cannot  be  so  nnao- 
qaaint«d  with  the  nature  of  the  human  mind, 
as  not  to  perceive  the  effect  of  bringing  in  snoh 

principle  to  aid  the  arm  of  the  citizen  eoldio'. 

1  must  now  say  a  few  worda  on  the  dootrina 
of  retaliation.  The  gentleman  seems  to  think 
that  the  bundng  of  Newark,  by  the  Ametioaa 
troops  under  UoGlure^  was  a  wanton  and  io^ 
^opw  act;  and,  in  hia  report  at  a  former  ses- 
sion, he  chafes  it  on  our  Government  and 
innint«in«  that  the  enemy  had  a  right  to  retali- 
ate. Sir, I  denyhispodticmin  toto;  lBajr,aad 
I  hope  to  prove,  first,  tiiat  the  destruction  ft 
Newark  was  not  a  wanton  act ;  and,  eeoondly, 
that  the  enemy  bad  not  the  least  right  to  ra> 
taliate  it.  If  the  gentieman  had  directed  Ins 
views  a  littie  &rther  on  thia  sntyect,  be  would 
have  beea  able  to  perceive  and  to  toaoe  the 
same  predator;  epirit  whioh  led  to  the  devastA- 
tion  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  pnvuling  throof^ 
both  our  wars  with  England.  In  the  war  of 
the  Revdntion,  as  well  as  through  all  tlie  staaw 
of  OUT  late  oont«et,  they  were  actuated  by  um 
same  temper  towuds  na.  [Id  snpport  of  thia 
poution,  Mr.  W.  went  Into  a  series  ti  qnotn^ 
tions  from  the  history  of  both  wars,  referred  to 
the  conduct  of  the  British  army  under  Oortt- 
w^ia,  and  when  led  by  the  traitor  Arnold — to 
the  burning  of  Falmouth,  the  ravaging  of  New 
Jersey,  and  the  omdtiea  on  board  the  Jersey 
prison  ship,  in  which  eleven  thousand  men  wwe 
said  to  have  perished.  He  then  proceeded  to 
the  ooudnct  of  Admiral  Oookbnm  at  French- 
town,  Havre  de  Grace,  Goo^etown,  £Vederiok- 
town,  and  Hampton,  ii ' 


;  COO^^IC 


DXBATBe  OF  OONaBESS. 


Im  froM*dtd,  and 
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itardir,  nulunut 
_,.  _       _.  .  „  .  .  I  otiulT.]    Now, 

(Mid  Ur.  W^  I  pnt  It  to  th«  genUeman  ftom 
K«w  ToA  to  BBj,  ifter  aU  Hiia  mHm  of  oon- 
dnet,  from  Febrour  to  lift;,  1818,  -whether  the 
dettrnotioii  of  one  village,  «^t  numthi  aftar- 
wardi,  ooQld  be  ooDddaed  aa  a  wanton  aot  of 
■ggreaitont  No,  air— no;  if  the  Amerioan 
armj,  inttend  <rf  baning  the  Tillage'of  Newarit, 
had  Uid  wMte  with  Are  and  awori  tbo  whole 
Oanadian  fronlfer,  tbe^  would  have  inflicted  an 
act  of  retaliation  wcU  merited  bj  the  WtMii- 
tiea  perpebatad  at  Hampton  alwa.  Bat  waa 
tills  an  act  of  our  GoTemment  t  The  Oovem- 
BMDtdisaTowed  the  act  tike  mMnent  th^  heard 
of  it.  Was  thia  an  act  of  wanton  deeUoetion 
dona  for  ita  own  aake,  and  »  parallel  to  the 
Britiih  mnrdera  and  nvidiinn  in  the  Ohtaa- 
peaket  It  waa  a  pvnij  miUtair  morement^ 
BeoMurj  to  tJie  deitnietion  <it  Fort  Qeorge; 
ddiberate  notice  wai  aent  to  His  Inhabltanta, 
and  time  allowed  them  to  remore  their  pw- 
■ona  and  effects  Aa  a  pret«aided  retaliation 
for  aneh  an  act,  the  wemy  landed  on  the  1Mb, 
hnnit  Lewiatown,  Yoongatown,  Hauohaater, 
and  eren  the  little  Tillage  of  the  Tnaoarora  Li- 
diana.  So  notiee  waa  ^Ten— no  time  tar  re- 
BM>TaI  of  gooda,  w  even  tor  perianal  eaoape; 
and  BO  far  waa  the  iaivvj  from  being  oonflned 
evoa  to  all  thaae  TiUagea,  that  the  wWe  oonn- 
trjwaa  fired  and  laid  waate;  thOTbnmed.  thor 
ranged  0*07  oljeot  they  eontd  reaiih;  Int  I 
cannot  preaarre  a  due  oommand  of  mj  fe^nga 
vhea  I  r«Aect  on  tboae  toenea.  Sir,  we  And 
tho  mme  thing  from  TA  to  1815,  the  aame  eon- 
diict,tbeaameBirfrit:  and,  with  fitotahkeflteBe 
within  their  knowledge,  the  Oommittee  of 
CSaima  did  liriit  in  devioA  *>  I  ""^  den;, 
■n  ri^t  on  the  part  cf  the  enem^,  to  waate 
that  fhmtier  aa  the  principle  (tf  lawital  ret^ia- 


toii 


indem^ty,  I 
iiHi  of  the 


r,  it  most  be  ahown  that  the  ooon- 


._  adotmeUon,  No\  ,__,_._ 
me  pat  aoane.  Snppoae  the  ea«mj  in  the  Po- 
tomac^ within  cannon  ihot  of  tUa  dtj' ;  and  mp- 
poae  <ne  of  the  hoasca  here  waa  oeenpled  aa  a 
unatk  for  troopa,  and  In  a  biMnbardment  of  the 
d^with  red-hot  balh,  that  honaeahonld  with 
oiners  be  deatrored,  wonld  the  owoera  hare  a 
Jnst  eUm,  nnder  the  law,  to  be  repaid  ita 
nhiet  Ho,  ate;  the  ChmnnnMnt  woold  be 
bomd  to  no  anch  thii^*  It  waa  not  Qie  ooon- 
patimi  of  the  faooae  aa  a  barrack  that  caused  it 
to  be  deatroTed— the  enemy  was  not  to  know 
of  aneh  oeeapatkn;  the  bonae  waa  deatrored 
with  othara  not  ao  ooonpied;  it  was  a  caanaltj, 
■od  the  aaffigrer  moat  bear  hie  loasL 

On  these  sronnda,  Ur.  Bpeaker,  I  am  d»- 
ddedlj  of  opuiicm  that  thia  bill  ought  not  t« 
paaa.  If  it  doee,  it  will  not  only  make  a  de- 
atmetion  of  ronr  treaamy,  bat  it  will  be  an  act 
Vitbont  a  parallel  in  the  hiatory  of  legislation. 
I  wQl  TCait&re  to  aaNTt  that  neh  a  law  is  not 


to  be  found  within  the  Uda  of  any  code  amtmg 
dvilized  nations.  The  raitleman,  indeed,  s^i 
the  Emperor  of  Bnaaia  has  made  a  dmilar  al- 
lowaaoe  to  his  dtiaeoa — aabjeota  I  would  say- 
he  has  no  dticens ;  bat  the  case  is  widdy  dif- 
ferent from  that  before  db.  The  damage  f(w 
which  Alexander  made  allowance  was  made  by 
his  own  aothority — the  bmning  was  his  own 
act.  Bnt  that  for  which  we  are  called  to  emptr 
the  treaniry  la  the  act  of  an  enemj.  If,  indeei 
theae  lossea  had  been  ooeaaioned  by  the  act  of 
an  Amerioan  force,  aotine  nnder  legitimate 
anUtnity,  I  should  aay,  imder  my  present  !m- 
^eedona,  p^  the  demand.  Bnt  the  oaae  is 
widely  different  I  waa  always  opposed  to  the 
aet  of  1810— bnt  when  it  had  passed  and  b^ 
came  a  law,  the  Committee  of  Olaima,  so  fac 
bum  impeding  ita  operation,  htmestly  en< 
deavwed  to  oairy  it  into  eflSaot,  not  viewing 
the  claim  ttf  the  soSbrers  as  a  ri^t  wbidi  the 
Government  had  been  forced  to  ulow,  bnt  aa  a 
daimofsol&ringfellow-Kento  whomrellefbad 
been  extended  as  an  aotof  compassion  and  oharl^. 
Ur.  OAMBBZLna,  of  Kew  York,  s^d  that, 
however  widdy  the  KcnUeman  from  Korth 
Oardina  diffored  from  him,  as  to  the  jnstice  ot 
theae  oldnu,  he  was  glad  to  find  there  was  no 
ditforenoe  of  opiuiim  as  to  the  atrooions  charao- 
tar  of  the  enuny'a  condnot  dorlng  the  late  war. 
It  waa  impoaelble  to  forget  t£e  horrora  <^ 
Hamptm  and  Havre  de  Qraoe— the  Yandalism 
here ;  or  the  manaore  of  onr  ooontrymeu  on 
tha  Bddn,  Thtit  were  acknowledged  to  b« 
contrary  to  ttie  usages  of  dvilized  war ;  and 
retribnoon  for  these  lossea  was  dne  from  the 
enemy,  and  not  from  onr  own  Government 
Bnt  the  case  now  before  the  committee  waa  of 
another  character— one,  as  he  tlionght,  strictly 
within  the  role  laid  down  by  the  gentleman 
teaa  North  Carolina ;  tiiat  wherever,  by  miU> 
tary  ooonpation,  the  property  had  acquired  a 
mifitary  onaraoter,  it  was  rendered  lisble  to 
destnotion  by  the  enemy ;  snob  he  considered 
to  be  peooliariy  the  case  on  the  Niagara  frtn- 
tier.    Bnt,  on  thia  sntjeot  he  wonld  qnote  an 


to  establish  the  miUtary  character  at  the  fri»> 
tier  gencaally  thronghont  the  war;  the  boosaa 
npon  it  being  almost  witiiont  exception  oocn- 
pied  for  pQbUo  stmes,  anenals,  barra^a,  qnar> 
tna^  Ac]  There  were  other  deposUJona,  Ur, 
O.  said,  all  in  aooordance  with  uila,  which  it 
was  nnneceaaary  to  detun  the  Honse  by  refoiv 
ring  to.  If  ever  there  waa  a  case  of  military 
oooaratlon,  thia  appeared  to  be  completely  sol 
If  a  Oovemment  was,  in  any  case,  bonnd  to  In- 
demnify its  dtlaens  for  losses,  this  cert^nly 
was  one.  Mr.  0.  s^d  he  shoold  not  cmtend 
that  GoTonmait  was  bonnd  to  indemnify  its 
dtixens  for  the  valne  of  all  the  towns  and  v3- 
lages  iUUng  witUn  the  track  <rf  an  invading 
trtaj,  nor  fbr  aU  the  losses  Inddentd  to  wari 
bat  he  riionld  contend  that,  as  fkr  as  the  abUHr 
of  t}>e  nation  ezt«nds,  it  otifdit  to  hidemnify  Itk 
dtlianate-  laaaea  oooasbmed  tq^  ndlitaiy  oaa» 
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pation ;  and  lie  did  not  doabt  Qie  ability  of  this 
nation  to  pay  all  moh  loww. 


Oaroliua.  Ha  had  never  before  heard  that  the 
bonuDK  of  Newark  waa  on  out  part  a  meaanre 
of  ret^aticm.  He  bad  olwajs  thoo^t  that, 
u  the  Tillages  on  each  ude  of  tbe  frontier  were 


Uf^uliBr  daring 
the  vinter  withont  the  nae  of  these  Tillages— 
tber  were  thronghoat  the  war  at  aU  dmee  liable 
to  destrnction  on  botii  aldea,  as  they  were  ab- 
•olntelj  necessarr,  both  to  <u  and  to  tbe  eaimy. 
It  waa,  he  presnined,  fbr  that  reason  tbeae  tU- 
lagee  were  destrojeo.  The  enem;  bad  oo  eooh 
lostdflcation  for  other  atrodties.  It  was  doing 
IniiiBtice  h)  onr  ooontty  to  attribnte  the  boming 
of  Newark  to  a  motive  of  retaliatiim. 

Whatever  might  be  the  usages  of  Enropean 
nations  as  to  loakitig  indemnity  &>r  loase^  be 
oonld  not  think  these  mlea  applicable  to  our 
oonditiojk — they  were  better  deeigned  for  na- 
tioos  swToimded  bj  warlike  and  poworfnl 
neighbors,  liable  to  continnal  invanoos,  render- 
ing indemnity  almost  ont  of  the  question,  if  not 
Impracticable.  Onr  oondition  waa  different, 
to  looking  forward  to  fntnre  wars,  be  had  no 
■pprehensioD  of  invasion,  if  the  Govemment 
persisted  in  tbe  policy  it  was  now  pnrsaing. 
Indeed,  if  tbe  same  policy  had  been  puraaed  at 
•n  earlier  period,  onr  eoontry  never  would 
liave  been  invaded.  He  oonld  not  Ibink  that 
any  alarming  principle  would  be  established 
by  tbe  biU,  Onr  ftitm«  wars — the  theatre  of 
onr  fiitare  wars,  would  be  carried  far  beyond 
onr  boondaries — they  most  be  npon  \ba  ooean, 
Ooreonntry  will  never  be  again  invaded.  The 
apirit  of  invasion,  and  tbe  record  of  onr  dis- 
graoe^  perished  tt^tbw  in  the  flame  of  Orleans. 

TiTKSDiT,  December  28, 
Niagara  Suffnrtn. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Tr^ot,  the  Honae  went 
Into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  "  Air- 
tber  to  amend  tbe  act  aatborlzing  tbe  p^ment 
fbr  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  aervioe  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  otber  pnrposee." 

Hr.  F.  P.  Babbohb  said  that  his  design  in 
rising  was  not  to  oppose  tbe  details  cf  tbe  bill 
now  Defore  tbe  committee,  bnt  to  offer  a  pro- 
position snperseding  them  altc«ether.  He 
wished  to  test  the  sense  of  this  Hovm  <ta  tbe 


waa  not  bis  intention  to  detainee  committee 
by  any  prolonged  diacassion;  be  wiahed  to 
weot  them  at  once  to  the  prindple  of  the 
meunre,  and,  in  doing  so^  he  shonla  submit  to 
th^  consideration  »ome  general  principles  of 
p«*iiwml  Iaw,  and  a  few  facts  which  he  thought 
lad  a  bearing  on  tbe  qaestion  before  them. 

It  had  been  his  fortone  to  be  a  member  of 
tills  House  when  the  snbjeot  of  these  cl^ums 
was  flnt  broDgbt  before  Oongreas,  and  be  had 


at  that  time  borne  some  mall  share  in  diacnaa- 
ing  it.  He  now  beued  leave  to  recall  KMne 
of  the  ooD^derstionshe  bad  at  that  time  nrged, 
and  in  doing  so  be  ahonld  be  very  briet  The 
neat  qaeetiou  to  be  settled  is  this — What  is 
the  nature  and  character,  and  what  ia  the  ex< 
tent,  of  the  obligadon  which  a  whole  oomma- 
nity  owes  to  its  individnal  members  for  loaaea 
eo^oined  doring  a  state  of  warfare  from  acta 
of  the  enemy  t  (for  in  this  case  a  broad  diatino- 
tiou  was  to  be  preeerved  between  acts  of  an 
enemy  and  the  acts  done  by  the  authority  of 
onr  own  QovemmenL)  Now,  said  Ur.  B.,  it 
aeems  to  me  that,  as  to  tbe  obligations  of  the 
Oovermnent  in  snob  a  cue,  there  con  be  but 
<me  aoond  general  prindple  asanmed.  When- 
evw  a  war  la  declared,  tbe  immediate  oonae- 
qnence  of  anch  dedaratiim  is  to  place  eveir 
Individnal  of  each  Government,  together  wim 
the  property  of  every  individual  of  each,  in  a 
relation  reciprocally  hostile  to  each  otber ;  and, 
according  tO'  the  original  principles  of  inter* 
national  law,  each  nation  liad  a  ngbt  to  do  tbe 
other  all  tbe  barm  it  coold,  indiseriminately, 
withont  respect  to  any  distinction  of  persona 
or  property.  Bnt  sncb  a  principle  baa  long 
been  abandoned  by  all  dvilized  nation^and 
the  mle  which  has  by  general  nsage  been  enb- 
stitnted  in  Its  place,  aeema  to  be  that,  aa  to 
■combatanta  .shall  be  as  exempt 
-  '  tory  sff  if  the  two  nationa 
were  in  a  state  oi  perfect  amity — and  with 
reject  to  property,  imleaa  in  certain  extra- 
oramary  drcnmstanoea,  that  it  shall  not  be 
sabject  to  destrnction  or  ii\jnry,  nnless  it  be 
immediately  connected  with  and  used  for  the 
purposes  of  war.    From  tiiese  doctrines  of  in- 


wbich  the  pet^  nnder  either  Gov- 
ernment Boatdn  in  consequence  of  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  they  have  no  demand  npon  their 
Government  for  indemnification,  because  all 
share  ia  one  common  fate.  The  law  presumes 
a  tadt  st^nlatitai  among  the  members  of  s 
oommnnity,  that  they  sluill  share  its  fortunea 
whether  at  good  or  evil ;  bnt  if|  by  any  act  of 
the  GovHnment,  property  which  ouierwise 
would  have  remuned  in  a  state  of  safety,  ia 
withdrawn  from  its  padfio  character,  under 
which  it  was  not  liable  to  iiyury  by  an  enemy, 
and  invested  with  a  warlike  onaracter,  a  charao- 
ter  which  exposes  it  as  an  olgect  of  hostility, 
the  Government  shall  be  bound  to  indemn^ 
the  owner  for  any  damage  it  may  sustain  in 
consequence  of  sudi  change  of  character.    Thia 


persona,  ncm-o 
from  danger  c 


rule  will  wply  to  properly  of  every  deecrip- 
If  a  booB^  fbr  ftsamide,  be  taken  by  the 
Government,  and  made  a  plftce  of  depodt  for 


fbr  ftsamide,  be  taken  by  the 

_-, made  a  place  of  depedt  for 

troops  ffc  for  militaiy  stone,  and  while  Unu 
oeonpied  is  destroyed  legilimatelr  by  the  enemy, 
so  that  that  oocapancy  was  the  conae  of  ila 
destruction,  the  Govemmeut  is  bound — tbe  in- 
dividual who  owned  the  house  has  suffered 
from  a  new  character  induced  npon  his  proper^ 
by  tbe  act  of  the  Govemntwit. 
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On  this  prmdple,  tiia  aot  of  1B16  direotod 
that  vheu  Bodi  a  atal«  of  iaots  eboold  be 
jmved,  the  amonnt  of  tb^  loes  ibonld  be  paid 
to  those  who  suffered  under  snch  dronmstajicea. 
Bnt  Kre  we  to  go  farther  I  Are  we  to  allow 
olaiuu  for  all  the  Favages  which  an  enemy  may 
perpetrate  ooainrj  to  the  law  of  nations! 
finrelj  not.  I  ood,  indeed,  Boppoee  a  oase 
where  a  whole  eztenMve  diatriot  of  ooontry  ia 
laid  waste  bj  an  incojidon  of  the  enemj,  and 
all  its  inhabitants  reduced  to  min.  How  far 
aioh  a  caae  might  addreas  itself  to  the  ^mpathy 
of  tlie  Qoveniment — what  appeals  it  might 
moke  to  compassion  and  hnmamtj — how  far  it 
jragtit  iDelt  our  feeUnga  or  oaU  for  onr  charity, 
li  a  qn«stion  wholly  Afferent  from  the  qneatdon 
we  are  now  arsaing.  We  are  now  apettldng  ol 
what  has  for  oistinotion's  sake  been  called  9 
perfect  oUigation.  Sooh  aa  might  arise  from 
the  caae  I  have  supposed,  can  only  amount  to 
wbat  ia  called  an  imperfect  obligation.  A  man 
is  under  aaoh  imperfect  obligation  to  give  to 
■ny  miserable  fedlow-oreatore  whom  he  can 
without  impropriety  relieve.  But  he  cannot 
be  forced  to  do  so.  There  exista  notlung  tike 
that  sort  of  obligaUon  by  which  a  man  ia  boond 
to  my  his  debta.  The  appeal,  in  one  oase,  is 
to  liberali^,  to  pity,  to  compaaaion ;  in  the 
other  caae  it  ia  to  strict  and  naked  Jostioe. 
The  difierence  is  immense.  The  one  obugatlon 
Is  tangible— it  can  be  meaanred — it  can  be  re- 
duced to  a  fixed  and  definite  limit.  The  other 
U  of  a  natore  which  can  neither  be  limited  nor 
meaanred — it  eludes  oar  sorutuif — it  ia  a  thing 
of  feeling  merely,  ISo-vr,  what  one  individoal 
may  justly  force  another  indiTidnBl  to  do,  he 
migh^  with  the  same  jnstlce,  force  a  Govern- 
ment to  do — bn^  aa  ita  sovertignty  interpoaea 
to  render  tJiia  impossible,  the  Oovenunent 
(Nigfat,  and  ia  bonnd,  to  do  it  of  its  own  act. 
In  tbo  oase  of  a  perfect  obligation,  there  b  no 
ebmao,  no  limit,  or  restriction ;  'the  thing  must 
be  done,  and  to  the  whole  extent  of  Buchobliga- 
tkn ;  bal^  la  case  of  an  imperfect  obli^tion, 
we  may  panse,  we  may  inqnire  into  ciroom- 
■tancee,  we  josy  consider  onr  means,  we  may 
listen  to  the  dictatea  of  policy,  and  act  aa  we 
make  np  onr  free  choice  upon  the  whole  case 
whoi  considered.  But  this  bill  proceeds  on  the 
^in<nple  that  the  GoTeminent  is  /xmnd  to  make 
compensation,  and  it  is  on  that  principle  that  I 
wish  to  try  the  sense  of  the  committee  by  a 
motion  to  strike  ont  the  enacting  olanse  of  the 
InU.  I  may  illnstrate  my  idea  by  an  example 
takeai  from  the  mnnicipal  law.  Suppose  a  caae 
of  lATceny ;  is  the  Oovenunent  bonnd  to  pay 
the  loser!  Certainly  sot.  Bat  it  is  bound  to 
poniah  the  thie^  if  it  can  catch  him.  80,  if  a 
foreign  notjon  aaa  infiict«d  lawless  ii^nry  on  a 
diixea,  bis  Government  is  bonnd  to  punish  that 
nation,  if  it  can,  bnt  not  to  indemnify  the  citizen 
out  of  the  public  cheat  |^ere  Ur.  Ba^boitb 
qooted  the  bill,  and  orged  and  enforceil  the 
otjectlon  which  had  yesterday  beea  made  to  it 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Oarolina,  (Ur. 
Wnxujia,)  viz :  tb'at  it  would  provide  tor  pay- 
ToL.Ym^-16 


men!  should  a  honse  have  been  occupied  but 
a  night  upon  a  march,  in  the  first  week  of  the 
war,  and  not  destroyed  by  the  enemy  till  the 
last  week  of  it]  The  principle  I  advocate 
would  repadiate  each  an  allowance.  The  oo- 
onpancy  ^one  removed  tiie  house  from  its  ordi- 
nary oondition,  and,  by  giving  it  a  military  use, 
rendered  it  liable  to  attack  and  deatniction,  tm 
the  principles  of  civilized  warfare.  But  that 
occupancy  has  ceased — the  honae  returns  to  ita 
ordinary  character — it  is  now  not  lawfitl  to 
destroy  it,  and  if  it  is  destroyed,  the  Qovem- 
ment  ia  not  bound  to  pay  for  it 

Mr.  B&u>LBT,  of  Vermont,  said  he  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  debate, 
nor  ahonld  he  have  risen  at  all,  had  the  prin- 
iples  by  which  he  shonld  be  govemed  on  this 
ocoarion  been  enunciated  with  sufficient  dis- 
tinctneas.  He  cordialh^  agreed  with  the  learned 
gentleman  from  Viivmia,  oa  moat  points,  bnt 
uiought  he  had  not  ndly  explained  the  reason 
of  the  distinction  he  had  made.  Ur.  B.  said 
he  was  not  aware  of  any  instauoe  in  which  a 
Oovenunent  was  bonnd  to  indemnify  for  a 
belligerent  act,  considered  simply  oa  anch,  and 
most  of  the  dimonlty  which  had  oocurred  arose 
troia  cases  where  property  waa  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  when  in  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  Ur.  B.  begged  the  committee  to 
remember  that  no  diSerenoe  existed  in  these 
oaaea,  whether  the  property  waa  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  or  the  Government  its^  And  the 
reason  was  this :  every  well-rego]otad  Govern- 
ment, when  it  takes  the  property  of  the  cttizai, 
is  bonnd  to  pay  for  it;  and  if  it  is  taken  for  a 
temporary  use,  to  return  it  in  a  state  as  good 
aa  it  received  it  When,  therefore,  it  is  de- 
stroyea  by  the  eapmy,  the  Government  is  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  performing  the  moral 
obligation  under  which  it  labors,  and  can  only 
moke  compensation  in  money,  which  it  is 
bound  to  do.  Sor  can  it  take  advantage  of 
the  same  defence,  aa  an  individnol,  for  the  non- 
performance of  its  contract  For  the  private 
teeaee  defends  on  the  ground  of  inevitable  neces- 
aity— a  neoeanty  b^HjuA  which  he  could  not 
by  possibility  defend — but  the  Government 
b^ig  intrusted  with  the  whole  power  of  the 
nation  for  its  defence,  is  not  permitted  to  aviul 
itself  of  tlus  excuse.  For  this  reaaon,  Ur.  B. 
B^d,  his  vote  would  be  eatirdy  regulated  by 
the  proof  how  fer  the  property  in  question  was 
in  tiie  actual  possesion  of  liie  Government; 
and,  if  it  was  not  in  such  poasesuon,  he  ion- 
c^ved  the  petitioners  bad  no  greater  claim 
than  every  individual  sulijected  to  the  vioissl- 
tudea  of  war. 

Ur.  TnA.oT,  of  New  York,  th«i  took  the 
floor,  in  BQpmrt  of  the  bill,  and  had  l>een  ad- 
dressing the  House  fbr  some  time,  when, 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Wuqht,  of  Ohio,  the  com- 
mittee rose ;  and,  having  cbtE^ned  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  a^jonni^ 


,:Jb.GOOglC 


B.  or  R.] 


ABBIDaMENT  07  THE 

Oeergia  mOia  daku. 


WcoaBSD^T,  December  39. 
OeoTfia  Jtilitia  Clairrm. 

ICr.    TsovFsoir,  of  Geor^a,   Booordlog 
notice,  moved  to  disdhMve  the  Ooumuttei 
the  Whole  from  the  farther  ooDsiderstion  of 
the  report  of  tbe  Committee  on  MlitATjr  Ad&in 
on  the  claim  of  that  State  fbr  oompensatioii  for 
serrices  performed  by  her  militia  in  lT98-'4. 

The  motion  was  carried— ajeg  88,  noes  66. 

Hr.  Thoupboit  then  moved  to  recommit  the 
report  to  the  same  committee,  with  inBtraotionB 
"  to  report  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  paTment  of  t^e  iaid  olaima ;  the  appn^>riA- 
tion  to  be  conformed  to  the  report'of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  made  to  this  Honee  opon  the 

■nhjeot  of  those  claims,  in  the  year  1808,  and,  ^biii  iobjeot,  I  propose  to  show  to  the  House, 
to  embrace  each  daw  of  clsima  respectively,  Tb^t  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  when  arranging 


aa  described  in  tltat  report.' 
In  support  of  this  motion,  Vr.  Thomfsox 

rose,  and  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

It  becomes  my  dnty,  uii  Hr.  T.,  u  a 
BepreaentaUve  of  the  people  of  Gleorgia,  to 
nive  upon  the  attention  of  the  Honse  the  con- 
sideratioD  of  the  d^m  which  is  exhibited  in 
the  report  now  before  yon.  It  is  with  soine 
hesitancy  J  make  this  attempt,  not  beatmse  I 
doabt  tbe  strength  or  fumees  of  the  claim, 
bat  becaose  so  Jost  a  clum  has  been  so  long 
neglected  by  the  United  States.  Unnsed,  as  I 
am,  tJ}  address  the  ear  of  this  Honse,  and  not- 
withstonding  the  embarrassment  nnder  whidi 
(I  am  coDScions)  I  In  some  sort  labor,  I  dare 
believe  that,  if  I  am  so  fortonate  as  to  have  the 
indolgencce  of  an  attentive  hearing,  for  a  few 
minntes,  I  shaQ  be  able  to  Batisf|y  the  Eonse, 
not  only  of  the  Jostness  of  tLeee  d^ma,  bnt 
that  they  onght  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States. 

It  may  be  thought  that  I  have,  in  the  proee- 
Gotion  of  my  olject,  to  oombat  prejudices  which 
are,  perh^ts,  supposed  to  exist  against  these 
dtuma,  in  coosequenoe  of  the  several  r^ectious 
of  them  by  committees  of  this  Honse,  to  whom 
the  subject  has  been  heretofore  referred.  No, 
rir,  I  will  not  insolt  this  House  by  snpposing 
that  snob  rejections  have  dictated  to  them  a 
decision  npon  this  snl^ect.  I  intend  no  dis- 
respect to  the  committees  who  have  heretofore 
reported  agfunst  these  daims ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  cherish  towards  the  gentlemen  who  oomposed 
those  committees,  senUmeots  of  proper  reqiect ; 
in^^ed,  I  antidpate,  with  some  confidence,  that 
some  of  those  gentlemen  will  review  their  de- 
dsion  npon  this  snbject  If  such  rejections, 
however,  are  considered  as  amounting  to  an 
argument  H«^st  these  daims,  in  reply  to  such 
argument,  I  will  only  say,  (and  I  presume  it  is 
aomtssible  to  say,}  that  the  fact  of  the  very 
favorable  reception  these  claims  have  hereto- 
fore met  In  the  Senate,  together  with  the  seve- 
ral reports  made  m  this  House,  favorable  to 
the  dumanta,  shonld  be  received  as  a  counter- 
vailing argnmeot.  The  only  ground  npon 
which  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  found 
their  r^eoti(»i  of  these  claims,  is  the  assiunptit 


[DBotmsa,  1884. 

that  these  claims  were  acHosted  by  the  Trea^ 
of  Cession  entered  into  between  the  State  at 
Georgia  and  the  United  States,  on  the  24th  day 
of  April,  1802,  which  is  a  virtnal  admission 
that  they  wera  originally  Jnst  I^  on  a  full  iit- 
vestigation  of  this  mbject;  it  ehsll  appear  to  the 
House  that  the,  expenses  which  were  oonw- 
qoent  on  the  serricee  npon  which  these  daims 
are  predicated  were  not  incurred  by  Geor^a, 
then  it  will  be  acknowledged  that  they  do  not 
come  within  tiie  description  of  expenses  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Treaty  of  Ceeeion,  aa  that  treaty 
referred  distinctly  to  expeaaeB  which  were  in- 
cmred  by  Oeor^a.  If  they  do  not  come  within 
that  description,  they  oonld  not  have  been  ad- 
justed by  uiat  treaty.    In  the  investigation  of 


the  defence  of  that  State,  (by  which  ^ese 
dfumswere  created,)  acted  under  the  anthoril; 
and  oonb«L  and  as  the  E^ent  of  the  Preddent. 
If  I  sacoeed  in  this,  H  will  be  oonoeded  by  all, 
that  the  United  Btat«s  were  bound  to  pay  th« 
expenses  which  were  incurred  during  the  eon- 
tinnance  of  such  agency.  I  prtroose  to  ahov, 
also,  that  the  United  Statu  are  bound  by  con- 
stitutjonal  prindplec^  to  defray  all  expenses  in- 
onrred  (suDeeqaent  to  the  adoption  of  lh« 
Federal  Constitntion)  ij  mUltary  operatims 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  an  individual  State ; 
and  that,  midcr  the  operation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, an  individual  State  cannot  be  charged 
with  such  expenses. 

And,  finally,  that  the  State  of  Georgia  did, 
prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  oonstitotion,  incnr 
expenses  to  a  much  greater  amonat  than  the 
sum  stipulated  in  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  which 
expenses  come  mnch  more  properly  wiUiin  the 
d^oription  of  expenses  referred  to  in  that 
treaty,  than  those  militia  claims,  which  were 
created  subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution bv  Cceoi^ia.  If  I  succeed  in  either  of 
the  two  last  propositions,  the  motion  now 
pending  before  the  Honse  most  prev^  These 
militia  daims  are  founded  upon  services  alleged 
to  have  been  rendered  to  the  United  States  in 
the  years  1793,  '8,  and  '4,  by  certain  detach- 
ments of  the  militda  of  Georgia,  in  defence  of 
that  State,  against  the  Creek  and  Cherokee 
nations  of  Indians,  At  that  time,  Geor^a  pre- 
sented to  several  warlike  tribes  of  hostile  sav- 
ages, a  thinly  inhabited  frontier  of  about  four 
hundred  milee  extent ;  those  savages  had  long 
cherished  a  hostile  disposition  towards  the  in- 
fant settiements  of  Geor^a,  and  bad  frequently, 
before  that  period,  indulged  their  savage  thint 
for  blood,  by  desolating  those  young  eeUle- 
ments,  and  butchering  the  defenceless  inhabi- 
tants. At  length,  ezdted  by  tbdr  hope  of 
plunder,  and  fired  with  jealousy  and  rage,  by 
the  artiul  representations  of  a  few  deagning, 
discontented  chie&  amongst  them,  the  Creek 
Indians,  espedalty  at  the  commencement  of 
the  period  to  which  this  inquiry  is  directed, 
attacked  the  frontier  settiementa  of  Georgia 
with  such  fury,  aa  seemed  to  threaten  a  tow. 
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dMtructioa  of  tboee  Bettlanen^  The  Got- 
Mnor  of  Geoi^  repreeented  to  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  BtMee  the  liken  oritioal  rita&tion 
o^  that  Btste,  wMoh  repreMOtatioii  nas  rap- 
ported  bj  aatisfaotonr  evideuoe^  tlkst  mnrden 
and  deu«datiotia  had  alreadj  been  oommitted 
on  tbe  Ofifenoeleas  frontier  ii^abitaats — and  in 
oonaeqnence  of  anoh  repreaentation,  the  Beora- 
tary  of  Ww,  oa  the  27th  day  of  October,  in 
1T93,  wrote  to  Om  Governor  of  Georgia,  which 
ocnnmimiDatioa  oontaina  this  oneqniTOcal  paa- 
iage;  "If  the  information  yon  mar  receive, 
■hall  nhatantiata,  oleoily,  any  hoatile  AemgoB 
on  the  part  of  the  Creeka  againat  tbe  frostjeta 
of  Georgia,  tod  will  be  ueaaed  to  take  the 
moat  effeotn^  means  for  the  defence  thereol^ 
vbiob  may  be  in  yoor  power,  and  which  tbe 
oocasioQ  may  require."  Thiu,  the  Execntive 
of  6e(»^a  was  clothed  with  fall  discretionary 
poweia,  and  was  constituted  the  Jndge  of  the 
neceanty  of  calling  ont  the  militia,  and  of  the 
force  neceasary  to  be  employed.  And  in  the 
ezerciae  of  snch  diacretionary  powers,  we  pre- 
•ent  to  yon  conclnsiTe  evldenoe,  that  aeveral 
detachments  of  the  militja  of  Georgia  were 
ordered  into  aeniice,  for  the  defenoe  of  the 
frontierB  (tf  Georgia,  agwnst  an  enemy  common 
to  the  United  States.  The  evidenoe  on  whit^ 
the  claimanta  rely  for  the  support  of  their 
oUmi&  is  embodied  in  docoments  printed  mider 
an  order  of  the  Eonse,  and  laid  on  yonr  tables 
jresterday.  The  House  will  there  find  the  cor- 
reEpoudenoe  between  the  Beoretory  of  War,  in 
the  year  17BS,  and  the  then  acting  acrait  for  the 
snpply  of  the  troc^  in  49oi|f  a,  wniob  shows 
that  Uie  SMUt  bad  canted  raHtms  to  be  regularly 
isEoed  to  Ute  militia,  who  now  claim  oompensa- 
tion  for  their  serrioe.  And  the  report  of  " 
Secretary  of  War,  made  to  this  Honse  npou 
this  anbjeet  in  1808,  informs  ns  that  regnlar 
pay  and  muster  rolls,  showing  the  serrioe  of 
these  '"''■'^■,  have  been  reo^reHl  at  that  depart- 
ment nnder  the  direotion  of  the  Freudeot  of 
iie  United  States. 

Tbe  evidence  sobmitted  most,  I  think,  satisfy 
the  House,  as  it  has  the  Committee  on  Ifilitary 


w  asked ;  and  the 
■moimt  dne  is  not  a  matter  of  speonlative  opiu- 
imi,  for  the  estimatee  prepared  and  forwa^ed 
by  the  then  acting  agent  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  Georgia,  and  now  on  file,  ascertains 
the  predse  amoont.  Then,  the  service  was 
perfcmned.    The  individoals  who  performed  it 


1  not  yet  been  made,  bnt  ii 
DOW  dne,  and  it  is  dne  from  the  United  States ; 
because,  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  when  arrang- 
ing the  defenoe  of  that  State,  acted  nnder  tbe 
aathority,  and  aa  the  agent  of  the  Preudent. 
The  service  was,  therefore,  rendered  to  the 
Vnited  States,  eq>eciaUy  aa  it  was  against  a 
cawmoTi,  enemy.  Oonseqaently,  the  United 
StAtee  are  bound  to  pay  the  eimenaes  which 
were  incurred  by  that  service.  Bat  I  contend 
Uwt  the  United  States  are  bonnd,  by  oonstita- 


ent  of  any  agency  which  uie  President  may 
have  had  iu  arran^ng  the  military  defenoe  at 
Gteorgia — to  pay  these  daima, 

liiagara  St^eren. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Traot,  the  Hoose  apia 
resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whola 
on  tbe  bill  fbrther  to  amend  the  act  anthorizing 
payment  for  property  lost,  captnred,  or  dea- 
trojed  by  the  enemy,  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  for  other  porposes— Mr.  Oaiobxu, 
of  Ohio,  in  the  chair. 

Ur.  Tkaoy  rose  in  re^j  to  the  ^eech  c^  Ur. 
Babboub,  yesterday.  He  observed  that  it  wai 
not  his  intention  to  have  entered  ftarther  into 
the  debate  on  this  qaeetion,  than  he  had  already 
done  on  the  present  as  welt  as  at  formar 
sessions  He  ^d  bapo  that  of  those  who 
thought  with  him  oD  the  sabjeot  of  this  bill, 
there  wonld  hare  been  enoDsh  on  every  side  to 
have  sustained  its  oanse.  Ha  was  wdl  aware 
that  his  ntnation,  as  the  repreeentative  of  tl» 
Bofferers,  detnioted  moch  tram  Uie  weight  at 
any  thing  he  conid  advance  on  tbe  snbject; 
bnt,  as  he  fonnd  himself  left  alone  to  sost^n 
this  controversy,  he  oonld  onlv  regret  that  tiie 
tsak  had  Uaea  on  one  so  very  msi^aate  to  do 
it  iostioe. 

Mr.  T.  then  went  into  a  oonsidOTatdon  of  Iho 

iirinoiplee  of  naticmal  law,  as  they  had  been 
aid  down  by  the  gentWian  from  Virginia, 
with  the  moat  of  whose  positions  he  talt  in- 
clined to  coindde.  He  did  not  think,  he  said, 
of  maintaining  that  Goremment  was  bonnd  to 
pay  for  all  Icasea  sod&red  in  a  state  of  wai^-bnt 
only  in  tbe  vary  case  in  which  the  gtmUaman 
from  Yir^nia  bad  admitted  this  obligation.  Tic; 
when  the  character  of  property  was  changed  in 
oonseqnenoe  of  military  ooonpanOT.  He  might 
indeed,  object  to  the  gentleman's  dooMnea,  that 
a  Government  sooh  as  onrs  is  not  boond  by  the 
same  rnles  as  the  andent  despotisms  of  Europe. 
Bnt  this  was  not  necessary.  He  would  meat 
the  gentleman  on  his  own  gronnd.  If  Govern- 
ment ohsnged  the  character  of  the  properlj, 
and  in  oonseqnenoe  of  this  duuige,  it  was  aftw- 
wards  destroyed,  the  Government  is  bound  to 
pay.  On  this  gronnd  he  was  willing  to  rMt 
the  clmms  of  the  Niagara  sufferers.  Be  hen 
referred  to  the  report  of  the  committee  printed 
at  a  former  session  on  this  sutgeot,  as  oontain- 
ing  evidence  that  (he  destnotion  was  in  ctytsa- 
quence  of  the  connection  that  Government  had 
with  the  property.  He  insisted  that  the  soT- 
ferers  were  not  bound  to  show  that  the  destme- 
tion  was  on  the  allowed  principles  of  luvilized 
warfare ;  and  to  sustun  tbe  title  to  iodemnl^ 
by  individuals  who  soffered  Iocs,  ib  wss  snffident 
to  show  that  it  was  caused  by  the  public  nse  of 
their  property.  He  oonfeseed  himself  nnable  to 
discover,  witJi  any  precidon,  what  the  nsagei 
of  civilized  war  were,  as  implied  to  this  subjeot. 
He  understood  the  gentleman  from  North  Oan>> 
lioa,  (Mr.  Wiixiuis,)  as  maintaining  that  the 
desimcHon  of  Newark  by  the  Aiaerioao  troc^ 
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vaaaJastifiableacL  [Mr.  WniiuiB  explained, 
that  he  had  onlj  teferni  to  th«  r^wt  of  Q«a. 
Uodnre.]  Bat  whether  it  wm,  or  ma  not, 
the  eoemy  themselTeB  had  aeovad  that  thej 
deatroyed  the  buildingB  becaue  the^  had  beau 
Qsed  and  oocopied  hj  our  army. 

He  voold,  however,  endeavor  not  to  be 
diffoae  in  what  he  had  to  advance.  Ks  object 
had  jeeterd^  been,  and  still  was,  to  ahow  th^ 
the  prinolpJe  of  the  measnre  contemplated  by 
debill  waad^nableon  twogroauda:  1.  That 
the  Govenunent  was,  in  thij  case,  bound  by 
that  sort  of  obligation  which  had  praper\j  been 
stated  by  the  learned  gentleman  from  Yirrinia, 
(Mr.  P.  P.  BtSBOVM,)  as  an  imperfect  obliga- 
tion, and  whioli,  though  it  oertalnl;  did  not  go 
to  the  extent  of  a  perfect  and  legtJ  obligation, 
was  nevOTtheieea  to  be  recognized  as  binding 
to  a  certain  ertent  But,  aeoondlv,  and  prin- 
dpally,  that  the  Govenunent  was  bonnd  by  an 
obligation  in  all  respeota  perfect;  so  perfect, 
that,  if  the  same  obligation  existed  between 
two  private  individnals,  it  nught  be  pnrmed  and 
enforced  in  a  oonrt  of  law. 

On  the  first  of  these  pointa,  be  f^  aasiired 
lliat  the  pecoltar  oiroDnutancea  of  fboee  whoee 
oanse  It  waa  his  dn^  to  plead,  and  for  whoee 
mffoinoB  a  remedy  was  proposed  by  the  bill, 
most  when  doly  conBldereiL  be  owned  to  create 
an  obliRotion  which,  thongh  tt  might  not  be  <^ 
« legal  kind,  waa  nevertheless  something  more 
than  a  men  appeal  to  hnmanitiy.  Were  it, 
indeed,  no  more,  it  on^t  not  to  be  disre- 
Mrded ;  for  a  Gkivemmont  is  in  this  reapeot,  in 
tiie  eame  dtnation  as  a  private  individoal — it 
must  be  homane,  if  it  can,  even  where  no 
connection  whatever  has  previously  existed 
between  the  soffwer  and  ite  own  acta.  Bnppose, 
for  illnatratiwi,  that  the  Niagara  fhuitier,  in- 
stead of  b^g  wasted  by  a  savage  enem;^  had 
■nffisred  eqoal  injory  by  an  earthquake.  Oodld 
there  be  a  qnestton^  that,  in  snob  a  case,  there 
wonld  exist  an  obligation  on  tbe  Government 
to  afford  what  relief  was  in  its  power )  Conld 
be  not  refer  to  more  than  one  example  in 
which  the  Government  had  done  this,  not  only 
to  its  own  dtizena,  bnt  even  to  foreigners  f 
The  |teop!e  of  New  Madrid,  in  Missouri,  when 
BOfibring  from  the  effect  of  earthquakes  m  that 
portion  of  the  Union,  had  received  relief  fh>m 
the  Government;  and  even  tbe  people  of 
Yeneznela,  who  rended  at  a  distance  from  onr 
boundary,  had  been  relieved  by  the  Govern- 
ment, in  a  still  more  hberal  manner.  Voold 
any  one  deny  that  the  Government  in  this  oase 
performed  a  dntyt  The  principle,  then,  of 
sbelzBct  benevolence,  had  attached  to  it  a  oer- 
t^  degree  of  obligation. 

He  preenmed  it  was  mmeoessary  f(»  him  to 
go  into  a  long  detail  of  fksts  to  prove  to  the 
oommittee  that  the  sufferings  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  had  been  of  a  most  poignant,  severe, 
and  aggravated  kind.  Whoever  had  the  least 
knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  war,  conld  not 
entertdn  a  donht  on  iLat  snbject  So  far  as 
extent  of  hninau  tniseiy  could  go  in  giving 


validil7  to  any  el^ms.  these  were  moat  abnn- 
dan^  eatabUahed.  the  gentleman  from  North 
OardUna  had.  ii^eed,  sii£  (h«  took  no  notes  <rf 
hia  speech,  bnt  quoted  from  It  as  reported,) 
that  he  had  been  credibly  informed  that  th^ 
frontier  had  been,  on  the  whole,  rather  benefit- 
ed  than  Injured  by  being  made,  to  the  extent  it 
was.  the  seat  of  war.  Now,  the  gentleman 
might  have  been  oiedibly  so  informed,  but  he 
ootJd  asBore  Mm  not  correctly.  There  could 
be  no  greater  mistake  than  to  say  that  that 
region  had  been  benefited  by  the  war.  If  tiie 
gentleman  gave  the  least  credit  to  history,  he 
conld  not  bnt  know  that  the  reverse  was  true 
— that,  inrtead  of  being  benefited,  it  had  suf- 
fered the  utmost  injury  and  distress  by  the  war. 
The  gentleman  had  sfdd,  that  great  opiK»tunitiea 
were  eiyoyed  of  making  money  there — that  the 
highest  prices  were  obtained  for  commodities, 
and  lar^  amoonte  of  pnblEo  money  expended. 
He  womd  not  deny  that,  as  to  a  cert^n  portion 
of  the  country  in  the  neighborhood  of  that 
which  was  the  immediate  soene  of  war,  this,  to 
a  certain  extent,  might  be  true ;  bnt  this  &ct, 
unhappily,  increased  instead  of  diminishing  the 
suffering  of  these  olumants.  It  was  the  high- 
est aggravation  <rf  their  su^ringa.  Tbe  highest 
prices  were  gjven  ftv  prodnoe — bnt  these  pei>- 
sons  were  not  agricoiturists.  Plonr  was,  indeed, 
selling  at  f)>rty  dollars  per  barred — but  tbey 
r^sed  none.  Thoee  of  them  who  owned  farms 
had  their  fitrms  immediately  on  the  border 
utterly  wasted.  All  parsmtsof  agrioQltnrewere 
interrapted,  and  the  dearer  provisions  were,  tbe 
worse  It  was  fo*tlHln  They  had  to  buy— not 
to  selL    There  waa,  it  is  truCj  a  great  influx  of 

¥[ibIio  money — bnt  they  got  httle  or  none  of  It. 
he  oonntrv  farUier  haak  from  the  enemy  might 
be  uriched— but  they,  instead  of  l>eing  enricb- 
edjwere  mined. 

Tbe  ailment,  that  payment  for  snch  lossea 
wonld  induce  an  enemy  to  make  nniversal 
deeolstton  of  private  property,  in  order  to  ruin 
the  financial  means  of  the  Government,  waa 
eqnally  nnfbnnded.  In  addition  to  the  ftct, 
that  the  Government  wonld  make  the  indem- 
nification after  the  war  was  closed,  and  when 
the  revenne  reeonroes  would  justify,  it  might 
«lso  be  observed,  that  tbe  motive  which  re- 
strains  an  enemy  from  acts  of  wanton  desolation, 
is  not,  .that  the  loss  by  the  dtlzen  is  not  as  di»- 
tressing  to  the  conntiy  as  a  loss  by  the  QoTera- 
ment,  hat  the  fear  of  retaliation,  Qte  sbborrenoe 
of  the  whole  civilized  world,  and,  he  hoped,  a 
proper  sense  of  hnman  rights,  which  civilization 
and  Christianity  had  produced,  afibrded  the 
only  protection  against  such-  ontrages  which  a 
Qovemment  could  rely  upon. 

In  illustration  that  this  prindple  of  indemni- 
fication was  not  so  altogether  new  as  the  gen- 
tleman bad  supposed,  Mr.  T.  atladed  to  the 
fact,  that  the  British  Qovenmient  had  given  to 
their  Oanadian  sntfjects  on  the  Niagara  Irontier, 
about  $800,000,  and  had  adopted  other  meas- 
ures, by  which  a  remnnerotion  to  tbe  full  extent 
of  their  losses  was  making.    He  then  proceeded 
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to  silov  whj  the  oIbIidb  of  oar  oitixesa  on  thu 
SoTemment  were  mnoh  KtroDger  than  the  Oana- 
i&ana  were  on  theirs.  In  their  case,  there  wu 
no  pretence  of  a  perfect  obligatioD;  it  wu 
never  pretended  that  the  destniotiaD  of  their 
proper^  tne  oooaaioned  hj  its  occupation  by 
th«  British;  they  bad  spent  milHons  to  defend 
them,  bad  not  brongfat  the  war  to  their  doors, 
and  bad  had  no  oonoectiott  with  them,  except 
Sot  the  pnrpoae  of  deftooe.  Bot,  with  oar  Qor- 
Brament,  the  case  was  totally  different.  la  the 
ob^gation  of  this  GhiTemment  to 


kse,  or  its  sympathies  more  ooR  than  the  Brit- 
ish Govemment,  to  its  remote  colonial  sn^ecta  t 
AdverlinK  to  the  debate  of  yeeterday,  Mr.  T. 


gnoted  Hie  obeerration  of  Ur.  Babbovb,  that  ^ 
by  any  act  of  tbeGoremment,  indiTidaal  prop- 
er^ was  withdrawn  from  ite  v^cSAo  position, 
ly  the  Government,  or  invested  with  a  warlike 
(Aancter,  the  Glovernment  was  bonnd  to  indem- 
nify the  owners  for  any  lost  they  might  snotaia 
by  that  act  So  far  the  gentleman  from  Yii^ 
ginia — who  had  thus  acbiowledged,  that  if  the 
pacific  character,  which  personal  and  individoal 
jvoperty  has  attached  to  it,  Is  changed,  there  is 
erested,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  a  di»- 
tinot  obligation,  which  he  called  a  perfect  obll- 
sattoD— ench  a  one  aa,  betweot  individnala  nn- 
dv  aimllar  drcmnstaiiees^  oonld  beenlbroedina 
eoort  of  Jnstiiw.  Now,  I  do  firmly  believe,  said 
Mi.T.,  uiat  the  case  of  the  Niagara  claims  is  al- 
tt^netiier  stutainable  apon  this  posits  of  the 
gentleman  from  ^r^iua.  That  gentlemui  has 
e>»ne  to  the  oonohiaion,  indeed,  th^  these  claims 
do  not  come  within  hia  deflnitioD,  but  without 
any  reference  to  the  fkets  to  see  whether  they 
do  80  or  not.  The  proposition  which  I  make 
"ig  affirmative,  that  they  do  oome  within  it, 
and  I  expected  that  the  gentleman  wonld  have 
oideftvored  to  ahow  that  they  do  not.  Bnt  he 
did  not  do  ao.  He  seemed,  after  establishing 
his  ease  of  perfect  right,  to  take  it  fbr  granted 
that  these  cases  bad  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
whereas,  the  drcnmstancee  of  them  do  refer 
them  to  the  very  principle  which  the  gentleman 
laid  down. 

The  tme  question  Ibr  the  House  to  determine, 
bi  regard  to  these  olaima,  eaid  Mr.  T.,  ia,  was 
there  any  a«t  of  this  Government,  relating  to 
the  property  destroyed,  which  indnced  a  change 
ot  its  padflo  character,  and  clothed  it  with  a 
warlike  character  and  did  that  change  prodnoe 
ite  deetmction  t  If  this  change  was  tiina  efbct- 
~  '  isamle,  prescribed  br  oommon  sense  and 
),  admitted  hv  the  gentjeman  from  Virginia 


pd,  it  is  a  mle,  prescribed  br  common  i 
fuBtioe,  admitted  hv  the  gentjeman  frtnn 
bima^  that  the  ohimanla  ongbt  to  be  indamni- 
fied.  It  is  not  for  ns  to  dive  bto  the  receasee 
o(  the  hnman  heart,  to  search  for  the  motives 
which  led  to  that  deetrnotion  of  property. 
For,  if  tbtt«  vaaaJastcansefbcthiadestrDCtion 
ot  property  by  the  enemy,  we  onght  not  to  ad- 
TETt  to  Other  transsctions,  in  other  times  and 
places,  to  aooomit  for  It. 

In  regard  to  the  general  natore  of  the  opera- 
tjons  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  daring  the  late 
var,  Ur.  T.  prooMded  to  abov,  that  they  were 


5h^<rw»  [H.  or  & 

snch  as  to  change  the  character  of  the  whole  of 
the  property  on  that  frontier,  from  a  pacific  to 
a  belUgereDt  oharact^.  The  House  ought  to 
beac  in  mind  always,  that  oar  military  opera- 
tions on  that  frtintier  were  of  an  offendve  oliar- 
aoter,  because  be  thought  that  oonnderatioii 
placed  these  claims  on  gromid  to  make  the  ai^ 
gument  in  their  ftvor  oonoloslve.  Our  troops 
were  not  carried  there  to  protect  the  frontier 
from  invasion  by  the  enemy.  That  was  not  th« 
purpose,  nor  the  object  of  the  ooUeotion  of  thA 
troops  there.  If  the  Giovemment  bad  not,  for 
its  own  purposes — ^wise  ones,  no  donbt— chosea 
to  make  that  border  the  theatre  of  war,  then 
waa  no  human  probability  that  tbMe  wonld 
have  arisen  there  any  of  the  consequences  which 
did  actoally  occur.  Of  one  foot  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  there  oonld  be  no  donbt,  namely, 
that  the  Government  waa,  as  a  Qovenunent, 
totally  desUtnte  of  any  public  property  on  that 
frontier.  They  had  neither  bairacka,  nor  ho^ 
pitals,  nor  arsenals,  nor  warehouses  for  the  de- 
posit of  public  property,  Tet  the  Government 
chose  to  carry  on  offeorive  war  fkim  ttiat  fron- 
tier, by  a  continued  series  of  invadona  of  th« 
ierritiny  of  the  enemy.  For  all  the  porposaa 
of  hospitals,  barracks  to  shelter  the  smdiera  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year,  d^po^tories  of  pablio 
stores,  Ao^  they  had  to  rely  on  the  bnE^ngs  ot 
the  inhabitants,  which  they  made  free  and  gen^ 
rol  ttse  of.  When  theae  things  were  considered, 
Mr,  T.  said  that  it  would  be  discovered  that 
the  notoriety  of  this  fact  must  have  established, 
in  the  mind  of  the  enemy,  a  positive  conviction, 
that  the  offensive  movement  on  the  part  of  our 
troops,  were  entirely  dependent  on  the  use  of 
individual  property,  ana  that  measures  of  de- 
fence against  this  warfare  must  inolnde  tha 
destruction  of  that  property.  It  was  thus  that 
property  on  that  frontier  acquired  a  belligerent 
character.  If  the  Government  had  had,  as,  in 
theory  at  least,  it  ought  to  have  had,  places  for 
the  protection  of  its  property,  and  barracks  to 
shelter  Ite  boops,  vnienever  it  carried  on  iU 
milituy  operations,  and  those  places  had  been 
oocqpied,  instead  of  the  private  buildings,  by 
the  troops  and  stores  of  the  army,  then  the  d»- 
stmotion  of  the  private  buildings  wonld  have 
assumed  a  very  di&rent  character.  The  polioT 
of  the  QoTemmentu  however,  having  made  th& 
ground  the  scene  of  war,  without  these  ordinft- 
ry  appendages  to  a  military  frontier,  the  houaaa 
of  individuc^  were  made  to  serve  tne  porpoees 
of  pnhUc  buildings. 

What,  Mr.  T.  asked,  was  the  natural  oonolit- 
slon  of  the  enemy  from  this  stete  of  things) 
They  reasoned  to  themselves,  that,  in  destroy- 
ing those  bnildinge^  thus  used,  they  would  not 
merely  destitnte  tliat  fhmtier,  hnt  protect  th^ 
own  territory.  This  was  the  unanswerable 
conclusion  to  which,  upon  the  foots  beforo  them, 
mllitaiT  men  wonld  necessarily  come. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  a  character  wia 
given  to  the  property  thus  oconpied  fbr  ofibn- 
rive  purposes,  difl^nt  from  that  which  It 
would  have  borne,  If  ooonpied  tx  dafandva 
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pniTNMM  M1I7.  I^  (br  ezampl^  eud  Ur.  T., 
the  enemr  had  oome  to  invade  the  oit7  of  New 
York,  aod  we,  ior  the  defenoe  of  llie  dtj,  bad 
takeo  poaaciBioD  of  private  bnildings,  I  ahjoold 
wj  that  the  ri^t  of  the  eoem;  to  destro]'  dioae 
IniildniAS,  would  be  very  different  from  that 
vhioh  £e  held  in  regard  to  thorn  baildings  on 
the  Niagara  frontier,  which  our  troops  oconpied 
for  offensive  pmposea. 

Ur.  T.  dosed  67  obBrarioK  that,  in  relfttit 
the  motion  to  strike  ont  tne  first  section,  he 
hoped,  if  gentlemen  were  determined  nothiiig 
thonld  be  dona  for  these  cMmanls,  that  thej 
vontd  vote  for  the  motion,  and  pnt  them  out  of 
their  pun.  In  r^srd  to  this  bill,  thongh  he 
ftlt  the  oommon  affeolion  of  patemitj  for  it,  he 
vas  not  tenacions  of  its  pftrUonlar  features :  he 
was  willing  that  it  shonld  be  amended  if  demred. 
Hia  oonstatnente,  tbeee  claimants,  had  be«ui  tan- 
talized eo  long  witli  hope  and  expeotation  <d 
relief  that  he  hoped  a  final  deoiMon  would  now 
be  prooonnoed  on  the  case.  I£  in  defiance  of 
joatioe,  reason,  and  eqnitj,  gentlemen  were  dis- 
poaed  to  refoae  the  claimants  anj  indemnitj 
whatever  for  their  losses,  Ur.  T.  hoped  thej 
wonld  vote  for  the  pending  motion,  and  at  otfoe 
put  an  end  to  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Tjjioe,  of  Ohio,  the  otnn- 
mittee  then  wee,  and  obtiuned  leave  to  ait  Bg^ 

Tktbsdat,  December  80. 
Commvnieation  to  Lafayette. 

On  motion  «f  Ur.  Abobbb,  of  Virginia,  it  was 

Snoittd,  That  a  commitlee  be  appoiuted  to  unite 
with  a  committee  &om  the  Senate  in  umonm^ng  tc 
General  I^ajeCte  the  pusige  of  the  w>t  oonoem- 
lug  hiiD,  vMch  has  jiut  been  approved,  and  to  ex- 
presB  to  him  the  respectful  requeit  and  confidence 
of  the  two  Bouiea  in  Coegress,  that  he  will  add  his 
acceptance  of  the  lestimonj  of  public  gratitede  ex- 
tended to  him  by  this  act,  to  the  manj  and  atgnal 
arootk  whidi  he  has  afforded  of  hIa  eateen  for  the 
united  States. 

Th«  lUiTwii  Octnal. 

Ur.  Oooc,  of  Illinois,  moved  the  following : 
•  Bti>l<Md,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
■qfiin  whether  an;,  and  if  an;,  what  prcvlaioa  it 
will  be  proper  or  practicable  to  make  to  aid  the 
State  of  niinoia  in  opening  a  canal  to  connect  the 
waters  of  Lake  Michigan  and  the  QUnoia  River ; 
and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  tepcrt  b; 
bill  or  oLherwise. 

Ur.  OooK,  by  way  of  explanation  of  bis  v 
in  moving  this  resolntion,  as  it  was  rather  ont 
of  the  nanal  oonrse  to  propose  to  refer  each  a 
sabject  to  a  select  committee,  made  one  or  twc 
soggestions.  A  year  or  two  ago,  he  ealA,  Oon- 
gresB  passed  a  law  grantbg  to  the  State  of 
jQlinois  oertun  privileges  in  relation  to  land 
tiiroogh  which  the  propoeed  canal  is  to  pass. 
The  Btate  took  all  the  necessan'  steps  to  avail 
herself  of  these  privileges,  Bnt  it  was  not 
likely  that  the  State,  from  its  ordinary  means, 
oonld  carry  this  measure  into  effect.  Congress' 
Lave  given  to  ^le Btate  of  Illinou  a  certain  pro-| 


portion  of  the  net  proeeeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  landa,  for  the  enoooragement  ctf  learning; 
and  B  portion  o(  the  public  lutds  within  the 
same  State  for  the  same  purpose.  If  no  bettw 
meana  should  present  themselves ;  if  the  Gov- 
MDmoit  of  the  United  States  riiould  not  oon- 
nder  this  oanal^  in  a  nalaonal  view,  of  ao  moch 
impwtanoe  as  to  oonstmot  it  at  ite  own  coat, 
the  Btate  might  i>e  allowed  to  convert  its  sohotd 
lands  into  a  fond  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
canal,  and  tA  apply  the  toll  from  the  canal  to 
the  school  purposes,  thos  merelv  ohanging  the 
land  into  a  canal  stock,  the  profits  of  which  to 
be  applied  to  the  same  purpose  as  the  land  is 
to  serve — of  encouraging  learning,  Thwe  were 
a  variety  of  views  wbidt  Ur,  0.  sud  he  coidd 
present  to  a  committee  on  tfaia  subject,  and  to 
the  Eonse  npon  a  po^r  opportmiitf .  This 
canal  was  really  a  nationai  otgeot,  worthy  of 
the  em^oyment  of  the  iiationol  means.  Bat, 
if  this  Hoose  should  not  consider  it  so,  meana 
to  eieeute  it  might  be  plaoad  at  the  diapoeal  of 
the  State  b;  tlte  measure  which  he  hod  eof^ 

Ur.  Ai.i.pr,  of  UasBOoIinsetta,  was  (»poeed  to 
the  reference  of  the  resolntion  to  a  seUot  com- 
mittee. He  thought  that  it  properly  appei^ 
tained  to  the  Oommittee  on  Bi»ds  and  Can^a, 
who  were  perfectly  oompetenC  to  diapoee  of  it ; 
and  he  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  substitute 
the  Oommittee  on  Boads  and  Oanals  for  the 
proposed  select  oommitte& 

The  qnestion  was  then  put  <m  Ur.  Auxx'a 
motion  for  amendment,  and  carried— ayes  68, 
noes  67. 

Nioffara  SafflMvrt. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  oonBiderati<a 
of  the  bill  on  this  snlgect — 

Ur,  Tasob,  of  Ohio,  then  rose  and  said,  that 
it  was  with  reluotaoce  that  he  presented  him- 
self before  the  House  on  this  subject — and  his 
doiog  so  might  perhaps  demand  mim  him  some 
wology  to  those  gentlemen,  who,  coming  fWim 
the  State  where  these  claimanta  redded,  were 
more  particnlarly  connected,  by  their  situation, 
with  the  present  bill.  But  he  had  risen,  be- 
cause be  bad  had,  in  bia  ovm  person,  some  op- 
portunity of  an  aoqnuntanoe  with  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  sooh  was  their  impression  upon  his 
own  miod,  that  he  felt  confideot  there  was  not 
a  man  on  that  floor,  let  him  coma  from  the 
North  or  tiie  South,  &om  the  £ast  or  the  West, 
who,  if  he  knew  the  sufferings  of  these  claim- 
ants, woold  not  be  In  favor  of  grantiog  them 
relief  The  assertion  might  be  thought  a  hold 
one,  bat  he  fdt  no  he«tation  in  making  it,  and 
he  now  repeat«d  that,  bad  gentlemen  been 
eye-witnesses  to  what  was  suffered  ou  that 
frontier,  not  one  would  refuse  to  relive  the 
sufferers.  On  most  sul^eots,  he  felt  as  much 
disposed  to  economiie  the  pubUo  resources  as 
any  member  of  this  House ;  bnt  he  oonld  never 
consent  that,  when  he  who  had  thrown  opea 
his  door  to  reoeive  a  suffering,  perisldD^  Ameri- 
can soldier,  and  in  consequence  ot  hia  hos^ 
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mSATES  OF  ooNasBsa 

Niagara  Bufftnn. 


[H.  or  B, 


talitr  lie  haA  bad  his  honae  bornt  to  the  gronnd, 
Mked  MHnpeDMtioD  from  th«  Amorioan  Gov- 
vnment,  be  aboald  be  sent  awaj  muided.  Hi. 
V.  aaid  tke  f^t  Ut  uutdeqnaor  to  do  jnatioe  to 
tbe  MiUecli  or  to  bie  own  feelingi,  and  be  well 
kaaw  tbat,  afUr  the  able  speecuea  vhicb  Jiad 
been  made  in  oppadtion  to  the  bill,  from  men 
of  tbe  fint  Htanilliig  in  the  ooimtr7,  wboever 
lOM  to  advooate  it,  imiat  expect  to  row  against 
a  atrong  oanwt.  Bntif  tbe  argnmenta  of  those 
nntlemea  are  not  ia<«e  ^edoos  than  aoond, 
be  VM  greatl7  miBtaken. 

Bat,  ST,  ?■"  tbe  gentlenuui  (Mf.  Wir.unw  of 
N.  O.)  fcvgotteDonrtbdacalohanotert  laeadi 
part  of  thia  conntTf,  aod  is  eocdi  man  in  i^  to  rao- 
lectUiDself?  Is  foeh  a  doctrine  a«  this  pr«Mbed 
to  nsbj  tbeoentlemaat  Is  the  intenor  to  be 
faiid  for  maroiung  to  defend  the  frontier?  Bir, 
tf  Uiat  gentlemaii  sboald  marob  from  Norfolk  to 
deteid  the  most  distant  part  of  oar  frcmtier.  he 
vonld  Mil/  be  nMwbing.  to  efibot,  to  defend 
Wm— K-  It  is  an  aoknowledged  maxim,  that 
la  better  to  fight  an  enemr  in  Tonr  neighbor 
'  gronnd  than  on  jaar  own ;  and  if  tbe  gmtle- 
man  reAiaea  to  march  to  deftnd  the  iKmlier, 
wh«n  it  fa  attacked  by  an  enemf,  he  will  soon 
Ind  ibe  fhmtier  at  Us  own  door.  Th»  war 
wfaioh  be  rrfkued  to  eorobat  at  a  dlatanoe,  will 
ootaa  home  lo  bia  own  threAold. 

Hu  ne 
l^mt  tlie 

mneh  to  ^  ^tied  u  they  would  have  it  be- 
lieved ;  that  'they  baTo  not  anSbred  so  Terj' 
Mndi — nay,  bare  rsther  been  benefited  by  the 
WW.  Sir,  I  wiH  a^r,  that  if  that  gentleman 
knew  what  was  the  true  state  of  foots  on  the 
K.  W.  fronder  genenlly,  be  wonld  nerer  have 
ottered  snob  langoage.  But,  air,  he  doea  not 
know  it-4be  oonatrr  does  not  know  it— the 
•osntry  nerer  will  fiilly  know  ii— tbe  troth 
ma  withbdd  at  the  thne  from  motiree  of  policj 
— «nd,  exoept  to  ^ye^witneaae^  it  can  never  be 
known.  I  might  appeal  to  the  first  men  of  tbia 
nalian  for  my  truth  when  I  a^,  that  wtdle  tbe 


three  mea  ont  of  five  1^0  had  sl^  in  one 
teai^  were  more  than  oww  drawn  oot'in  the 
morning  dead,  bring  literally  frosen  to  death 
for  want  of  oorering.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  liTeaylmnMl^  in  a  mild  olin^te ; 
bnt  if  he  had  aeen  that  army  encamped  in  the 
midat  of  snow  more  than  three  feet  deep,  and 
BOt  half  clothed,  he  wonld  t&lk  and  feel  differ- 
ently.  Sir,  it  was  as  neoeaaary  to  give  that 
whMe  district  a  military  oharaoter,  (ao  br  as 
admitting  the  troops  into  the  private  honsee 
ooold  do  this,)  ss  it  was  to  provide  ^tldng  or 


1  the  deaknction 
booaeaj  as  in  that  of  yosr  nuuaanea.  And,  if 
loaaaa  aoatained  nnder  sncb  droDmstanoee,  do 
not  call  upon  ns  for  relief;  I  do  not  know  what 
doe^  or  con. 

.  we  have  heard,  said  Kr.  Y.,  is  oontinnatioD, 
ranch  from  the  gentleman  frtun  Yiivinia,  (Ur, 
Bubouk,)  abont  peifeot  and  imperfect  obliga- 


tdon.  Bnt  I  appeal  to  that  gentleman,  himself; 
to  say,  whether  there  may  not  be  some  oases 
where  an  imperfeot  obli^iatjon  is  stronger  end 
more  perfect  than  perfection  itselt  ?  Tes,  sir,  I 
repeat  it — more  perfect  than  perfection  itBel£ 
I  tnink,  after  the  vote  that  gentleman  gave  in  the 
case  of  Lafayette,  be  cannot  deny  this.  Let  me 
say  to  that  gentleman,  that,  in  the  village  of  Bnf- 
fala  he  might  on  one  day,  have  found  a  &milv 
well  hoosed,  well  dothed,  aorrounded  with 
every  oomfort  of  life,  who,  from  its  hoflpitality 
in  throwing  open  its  doors  to  the  Amerioan 
soldier,  wss  the  next  day  honaelesa  and  home- 
lea^  deatitate  of  all  things;  if  he  had  ohanoed, 
ei(^  months  sftorwards,  to  be  wandering  on 
tbe  flata  ctf  the  Ohio,  he  might  there  see  a  lam- 
ily  soaroely  covered*  by  a  wretched  hovel,  in 


his  oompaadon  sbonid  kad  him  to  enter  and 
inqnire  into  their  dtoadon,  he  wonld  bear  them 
eay,  oar  fother  lived  in  plenty  and  oomfort  on 
tbe  Niagara  frontier — he  saw  the  American 
soldiery  ready  to  perish— he  opened  his  door 
to  take  them  in — and  for  that  we  are  here,  ra- 
ined, and  in  wretchedness.  Sir,  the  sofferings 
oi  the  french,  on  their  retreat  from  Hoeoow, 
present  not  too  stnmg  a  piotare  to  convey  a 
Jnat  idea  of  what  waa  endnred  while  tbe  whole 
ooimtry  on  the  I«ket  wis  oonvrated  into  one 
wide  cantonment.  Other  districts  sofiered  aa 
well  aa  Niagara,  bnt  none,  by  any  means,  in  eo 
great  a  de^«e.  Had  tbe  gentleman  seen  an 
Amerioan  ref^jnent  on  that  frontier  drawn  np 
on  a  frxiety  morning,  and  sapporting  arms  whtle 
their  limbs  were  olulled  to  the  bone,  standing, 
in  their  tbin  oottoa  drees,  in  snow  two  and  three 
feet  deep ;  had  he  seen  these  claimants  opening 
their  hoosea  to  reoeive  men  in  immediate  dan- 


dc^ng  it,  be  would  not,  be  conld  not  deny  that 
aomething  oni^t  to  be  done  tar  their  reUe£  I 
will  not  ond^take  to  aay  how  mnoh,  or  in  what 
way,  bnt  I  do  aa7  that  this  Hoose  ought  to  do 
somethitig.  Sir,  if  we  can  get  nothing  from 
perfect  obligation,  we  will  accept  it  from  im- 
perfect, friMn  charity  if  yon  please,  bnt  I  do 
nope  yon  will  |^ve  it  in  some  way. 

Ur.  BxTETOLpa,  of  Tennessee,  next  rose,  and 
observed,  on  rising,  that  it  had  not  been  bis 
fortnne  to  witness  the  scenes  which  had  been 
so  handsomely  depicted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio ;  yet  be  had  feelings  and  princifJe^  and 
tboiwh  he  did  not  attempt  to  nrge  iiis  own 

r'uons  as  aipunents  npon  tbe  House,  he 
Qght  it  i»t)pcr  to  asdgn  his  reasons  fbr 
voting  in  favor  trf  the  bilL  Uooh  complsin^ 
said  he,  wsa  made  of  the  htw  of  1610,  and  we 
were  told  thM,  in  that  act,  the  Eonse  bad  gone 
beyond  all  prindples  of  the  law  ot  nations ;  and 
on  mmilar  groncds,  we  are  warned  against  the 
present  bill  because  a  similar  one  is  not  to  bs 
fonnd  in  the  codes  of  foreign  nations.  Bnt,  ad- 
mitting saoh  to  be  the  atX,  onr  own  statnte 
books  tomiflh  a  soffident  precedent.   Lw^said 
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Mr.  B.,  at  the  honea,  the  bridlea,  the  saddles, 
tor  which  we  have  paid  in  the  West ;  look  at 
the  n^ro«a  for  which  we  have  prorided  in- 
demnitj  in  the  Sonth.  Are  we  to  stop  beret 
Shall  we  not  proride  gomething  for  the  case  of 
these  Buffering  claimanta  in  the  North?  We 
are  told  that  the  act  of  181S  has  impoverished 
tha  Trea8<u7 — bat  where,  asked  Ur. 
tnonef  gone  t  It  was  the  people's  money,  and 
It  has  gone  back  to  the  people--Jt  ciraolBtes  at 
hoDM  What  ii^Qiy  has  it  donel  Is  not  the 
00imti7  u  floonihinK  at  this  moment. as  any 
oonntr;  on  the  globel  Ixxdc  at  the  condition 
of  the  TreasiUT.  Can  we  not,  throiufa  the  able 
management  of  that  D^nrtineDt,  boait  of  a 
balance  of  three  millions  t  It  was  tiie  object 
of  tlie  law  of  1616,  not  to  reward  the  eemoea 
of  the  dtizen ;  it  did  not  attempt  that— but 
onlj  to  repair  the  loMee  he  had  enanred  in  the 
■H-vioe  of  his  oonntry.  By  oairying  that  law 
Into  efibot,  we  shall  Iwld  out  to  the  wtaid  that 
our  eoimti7  la  grateM  to  thoae  who  serre  her, 
and  pities  their  distreaa.  We  shall  enable  the 
old  wan4<Nr  to  say  to  bis  BOB :  I  hare  fbn^tftn- 
A  inteAiI  oonn^ — go  and  do  likewise. 

Those  who  suffered  fhnn  the  militai7  ooon- 
pation  of  their  premiaee,  during  the  war,  were 
snrely  as  mnoh  entitled  to  reliu  as  those  who 
lost  a  horse  or  negro. 

Here  Hi.  R.  adverted  to  tlie  evidenoe  <tf  ih.» 
Rifferings  on  the  frontier  as  already  plaoed  be- 
fore the  oonmiinee— to  whole  villages  ooonpied 
by  onr  own  troops,  and  by  tbe  bnrSng  df  New- 
ark, exposed  to  the  venieanee  of  an  irritated 
and  powerfiil  enemy.  Adverting  to  the  letter 
of  Seoretoij  Armstrong  antiu^ang  that  aot^  he 
add,  let  OS  not  stand  cai  names-^ie  was  the  <x- 
pa  of  the  Qovemment— tbe  head  ot  tlie  War 
D^artment,  and,  aa  sooh,  Ua  letter  anthorixed 
the  boming  of  that  Tillage. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  had  t&e  honw  ef  partid- 

)  of  tiie  act  of  1816— for  he 

lestepaof  this  daim  sinoe 

its  first  iDtrodnotion— he  nad  heard  his  friend 
from  Eentaoky  uj,  and  with  too  mnob  troth, 
tliat  the  privily  of  those  mffiarers  to  preaent 
their  oldms  to  this  House,  wonld  beaprivile^ 
to  have  th^  claims  rejected.  &r,  tbe  event 
showed  that  he  bad  spokenlike  a  prophet  We 
have  lately  done  one  aot  of  jnstioe  to  a  foreign- 
er— (an  act  in  which  I  am  proud  to  say  I  had 
the  honor  and  h^plness  of  partioipatiog  by  my 
vote) — let  OS  now  do  another  toonr  own  dtisens. 

lu.  ^XMX,  of  Maryland,  then  rose,  and  said, 
that  as  he  had  been  one  who  assented  to  the 
present  bUl,  it  might  not  be  deemed  an  intrusion 
npon  tbe  time  of  the  committee,  to  state  some 
ta  the  reasons  that  had  governed  him  la  ddng 
eo — and,  as  the  law  of  nations  had  been  fre- 
qQently  referred  to  by  tbe  gentlemen  who  were 
opposed  to  the  bill,  he  aaked  to  be  permitted  to 
read  from  an  approved  writer,  what  waa  the 
language  of  Hm  law.  [Mr.  N.  here  qnotad  Vat- 
tel,  to  show,  that  where  pnqwr^  was  destroy- 
ed by  a  nation's  own  Government,  or  ita  order, 
**  deUberately  and  wUh  precantiim,''  u  iritea 


bouses  are  removed  to  erect  a  fortification,  it 
most  be  paid  for  by  the  Qoveniment^-aa  uso 
what  that  writer  says  req)eoting  iqjnries  by  an 
enemy,  and  debts  of  unperfeot  obligation.] 
This,  Mr.  M.  observed,  wss  natiMtal  hkw,  at  re- 
oogpized  by  European  nationt ;  and  hare  a  ^s- 
tinolion  was  made  between  iqjnries  inflicted  de- 
liberately, and  those  tiy  aotident~the  one 
created  a  perfect  obUgaticm  on  the  Government 
for  remoneration,  the  other  i^pealed  to  tha 
charity  of  the  nation.  By  refarrug  to  the  acta 
of  181S  and  '17,  it  wonld  clearly  be  perodved 
tiiat  the  principle  was  eatablished,  viz:  that  if 
the  Qovermdent  ooonpied  property  and  made 
nae  of  it  for  military  pivpoeea,  and  it  wat  then 
destroyed,  the  United  State*  mnat  pay  ix  it. 
Those  acts  created  a  perfeot  obligation,     ^-< 


Whether  the  United  States  destroyed  the  prop- 
erty itad^  or  by  ita  aot  oansed  the  enemy  to 
AMtmj  it,  waa  iinmai-jriai,  Snch  a  esse  oom 
not  come  nnder  that  olanse  of  Yattel,  whidt 
re&rs  to  aootdent  The  ooonpancy  is  a  delib- 
crate  volontary  act,  and  the  law  of  181S  and  '17 
says,  that  the  Oovemmrot  most  pav  for  tbe 
loss  in  snch  oaae.  The  reason  of  the  law  is,  as 
has  been  stated,  that  proper^,  while  poaaeesing 


dviliced  warftre,  bat,  as  aoon  ae  the  Oovem- 
ment  gtvea  it  a  pnbUo  and  belligerent  dwraetor 
it  is.  How  it  is  neoeasary  that  the  motive  of 
the  enemy  in  the  deetmction  of  any  partknUr 
portion  rfprt^erty  dioald,  in  ecHne  way,  be  ea- 
taUUbed.  Bnt  the  acta  of  1816  and '17  do  not 
allow  that  the  fhot  of  its  pnblto  oeonpation  ^ 
Qovmnmeut  sbaQ  be  prtmmed  to  be  of  snffi- 
dent  t«oof  at  this  intention  or  motive  of  the 
—  my  J  the  preaent  bill  does  aUow  this:  It 
ledies,  in  this  Teq>eat,  the  great  defoot  of  tlw 
former  laws.  -If  tbe  ooonpanc?  and  the  de- 
stniation  are  proved,  it  is  enongli — the  one  ia 
preenmed  to  be  the  reasim  d  the  other.  In 
many  eases  It  would  be  impoenble  to  prove  the 
motive  of  an  enemy  in  any  other  manner. 

Mr.  Buck,  of  YermonL  said,  that  he  did  not 
rise  to  debate  the  general  i»in<^le  of  the  biU, 
bat  to  ocvreot  a  material  error  in  point  of  bet. 
The  tfror  waa  so  imptvtant,  that,  when  it  waa 
shown,  it  wonld  ^pear  that  the  advoeatea  at 
tbe  bill  had  becB  going  wbdly  os  an  aisamed 
stato  of  the  &ct^  which  in  reality  had  no  ex- 
istence. The  gentieman  who  introdaoed  tiie 
bill  went  to  &r  as  to  aay,  that  he  rested  the 
)  of  the  olaimanta  on  this  one  point,  viz : 
that  the  reason  of  the  destmotion  of  properly 
had  been  its  ooonpation  by  the  Government; 
an^  having  established  the  fact  of  snch  oeon- 
pation, he  eeemed  to  conceive  that  the  olum 
was  made  ont.  Bnt,  Mr.  B.  sud,  he  had  in  his 
hand  a  doounent  to  ahow  oondoravely  that  the 
ravages  of  onr  frtmtier  were  not  oansed  t^  tbe 
ooonpanoy  by  onr  army,  bnt  were  inflicted  en- 
tirely on  a  prindple  cf  retaliation,  in  oome- 
qoenoe  of  the  bonung  at  Newark.    This  doca* 
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meat  ma  0»  ptaduiiatioD  of  Q«n.  Frevost, 
tbe  officer  who  ooimnauded  tlte  BriliBh  foroee 
at  tli«  time,  and  irho,  be  beliOTed,  diraotad,  uid 
in  person  nperititeiiaed,  the  work  of  deetmo- 
tion.  I^ere  Mr.  BnoK  qnotad  the  [vooUmation, 
in  rtrong  tenna  denooiMii^  the  ocnidiict  of  thii 
Government,  and  JDBliA|uig  tlie  denatation  of 
fiie  Niagara  trontier.]  Tlraaitappearathatwe 
■re  not  driven  to  preaome  the  motiTa  of  the 
•nemj' ;  we  luve  it  in  ezprete  tenna,  declared 
liy  himimif,  He  ahonld  not  attempt  to  diaooai 
^e  antgeot  at  large— ^e  thought  such  a  repre- 
■entation  <tf  &cta  as  was  contained  in  tiia  teoti- 
monr,  coming  almcat  whdl;'  from  parties  in- 
tereated,  was  not  to  be  pnt  in  oompetition  witb 
ft  public  docomant  warn  m  that  oe  had  jiut 

rted.  This  changed  the  atate  of  the  qneation. 
pm  not  now  to  be  aettied,  whether  this 
Gonemment  was  bonnd,  becaose  its  acta  had 
duuced  the  character  of  tlie  properly— but 
whethor  it  was  bonnd  to  remnnenta  tiie  soffeiw 
an  fbr  iijnries  inflicted  I>7  the  eoemy  on  a  prin- 
ch^  of  retaliation.  On  this  dlMOssion,  me.  B. 
and,  be  sbonld  not  enter,  I>at  onlj  obearrc, 
fiiat,  if  we  admit  that  pajment  la  to  be  made 
on  tlM  prind^  of  retaliation,  we^  having  been 
ih»  b^^nen,  bj  bnmiog  Newark,  are  of 
oooTse  bonnd  to  t>». 

Kr.  SToXBa,  of  New  T(»k,  roae  to  oaU  the  at- 
teation  of  the  Eonse  to  wtut  were  reallj  the 
beta  of  the  case  now  heftire  it,  however  per- 
TMted  b;  the  domment  which  had  Just  been 
qooted.  It  waa  true,  ha  said,  that,  in  dut 
proclamation,  the  {oetaxt  fbr  ttko  devastation 
of  the  inagara  frontier  waa  the  destroctlon  of 
S'ewa^  bot,  in  bis  jodgmentj  it  never  was  the 
ie«l  oanaeof  it  Whoever  loiws  to  the  dtaatton 
of  that  frontier,  and  the  histotj  of  the  war 
with  Great  Brlt^  to  that  period,  n"'  * 
■atirfed  that  that  dooomcot  m«t«s  n 


r  than  that  of  mere  hyperbole.  It  was 
not  taened  mitil  qftsp  the  bonmig  (rf  the  Niagara 
frontier,  irtieo  it  had  become  neoessary  to  give 
to  the  avilixed  worid  some  plandble  pretext  for 
soldi  an  aot  at  bomiDg  that  frontier.  l£r.  B. 
leviawed  the  &ats  whioh  attended  the  deetnio- 
tion  <d  Hewaiic,  iso.  Ve  had  oonsiderad  the 
Siagan  frontier  generaUf  as  a  point  from 
wliioh  the  Oaaaffian  ftontier  eoold  be  most 
tatOj  invaded.  Te  had  made  the  experimeoL 
not  without  the  loss  of  blood.  The  enem;  had 
riinilar  ol^eota  m  the  Morthwestem  firatler. 
Onr  advances  m  the  Niagara  oonntrj-  were  in 
■ome  instsnces  intended  to  create  a  diMni»n— 
to  distract  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  turn 
Um  from  the  invason  of  the  frontier  of  Olao, 
to  tlie  protection  of  his  own  territorr.  One 
peat  olqeot  4rf  the  invasion  by  ns  of  tiieinagara 
noatiWi  he  had  alwaTS  andentood,  was  to  pro- 
tect the  frontiers  of  Ohio,  and  of  the  States  west 
of  it:  and  he  had  himself  no  donbt  that  one 
mat  object  of  the  devastation  of  the  Niagara 
inatierl^  the  enerar,  was  to  parent  its  oocn- 
patitm  as  a  militarr  ststion,  frtnn  which  Canada 
might  be  invaded.  When  Newaric  ma  tmnit, 
tba  BritidL  oommandtf ,  wlio  sonf^t  ibr  a  pre- 


text for  the  deebnotion,  tboogbt  be  Iiad  fomid 
it  in  the  bonuDg  of  Newark ;  b;  availing  him- 
self  of  whioh,  be  oonld  throw  the  odimn  of  his 
oondnot  on  the  United  States,  whilst  hig  real 
motive  was  venr  difibrent  from  bis  avowed  one. 
That,  said  Mr.  8.,  was  the  real  history  of  tite 
proalamation,  wblob  was  relied  Dpon  ai  ao  ar- 
mmMit  c^mst  the  claimants  now  before  tho 
Honse.  Inear  oijeot  was  to  secure  themsdvw 
from  onr  inoarsions.  They  accompiisbed  it: 
they  did,  bj  the  devastation  of  the  Niagara  ftx>n- 
tier,  secnre  themselves,  tmtil  a  larger  aad  better 
^niointad  fbrce  penetiated  their  frontier,  te. 

The  commtttM  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  At  again ;  and 

The  Honae  a^jonmed  to  Uonday. 

IbsDAT,  Jannary  8, 1826. 
L<tf<metU. 

lEr.  Abchib,  of  Vs.,  from  the  Jcont  Gosh 
mittee  appointed  to  oommonioate  to  General 
Laiatktix  the  sot  passed  for  big  benefit,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  report — when  he  sub- 
mitted copies  of  a  letter  from  the  committee  t« 
the  Genual,  and  his  reply,  (as  will  be  seen  in 
Qie  acooimt  of  the  Beuate  proceedings,)  which, 
oa  motion  al  Ur.  Oossicr,  were  entered  at 
large  on  the  Jonmals  of  the  Eonse.  * 

Siagora  auffmen. 

Ihe  Eonse  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of 
the  di^,  and  went  agdn  into  Committee  of  the 
WhcOe,  ^.  OuavtLL,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chafr, ) 
on  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of  the  Niagara  enfferers. 

Mr.  Cadt,  of  New  York,' then  rose,  and 
obsored,  it  was  bnt  seldom  that  be  obtradod 
himself  in>on  ii»  attwtira  of  this  Honse,  bnt 
being  a  mlizen  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
having  had  an  opportonlty  of  knowtcg  some- 
thing of  Uk  merits  of  the  petitioners  in  this 
case,  he  coold  not  consent  to  give  a  silent  vote. 
I  ODoa,  ssid  Mr.  0.,  entertained  an  ofdnlon 
nearly  nmilar  to  the  one  expreesed  hj  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  I 
onoe  believed  that  exaggeration  had  magnified 
the  sufferings  and  mnltiplied  the  losses  of  these 
petitiooen— -but,  sir,  that  day  of  ignoranoe  baa 
gone  b7.  It  was  onoe  my  dnty,  in  the  Le^ 
utore  tut  New  York,  to  examine  this  sDUect, 
and  I  do  aanre  the  honorable  gentiemao  from 
Ncaih  Carolina,  and  this  committee,  that,  a» 
regards  the  losses  of  these  petiticmer^  and  the 
n^eties  tlxy  endnred,  the  troth  has  never  been 
half  tdd.  I  am  not  now  disposed  to  enter  into 
a  diaqtdsitioa  whether  this  claim  is  te  be  classed 
uider  the  head  of  a  per&ct  at  imperfect  obliga- 
tion; the  black-letter  reading  of  Coke  or  of 
naokstone,  wiU  have  bnt  little  inflnenoe  in 
detemtintog  my  vote.    Nor,  sir,  shall  I  oonsnit 


pleased  to  wkj,  Qoveinmeuts  ore  bonnd  to  pay. 
Bat,  rir,  I  hi^  asked  my  consdence  whether  I 
believe  this  Gorenuneot  ooj^t  to  do  something 
tat  these  daimants,  and  whether  we  are  pro- 
hibited from  doing  it.    I  have  also  nod  Um 
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oonititatioii  of  m^  cciimtr7,aiid  intheprMmble 
I  am  told  that  it  vm  uoptad  "to  promotA 
the  Reneral  welfare.'*  I  believe  our  rf^t 
to  do  aomething  has  not  beeo  diq)ated. 
fThj  sot  thea  do  it  I  One  honorable  gentle- 
mail  eaetoB  to  sappose  that  the  oooapanoj 
bj  onr  arm;  of  the  bnildingi  deatrojea,  wm 
iKit  the  oauae  of  their  deetmction.  What 
tban,  snppoang  it  to  be  true,  will  yen  famish 
no  relief! 

I  have  been  inatmoted  by  the  Let^alatore  of 
New  York,  of  which  I  am  a  dtiien,  to  adTooate 
Hieee  claims.  I  do  it  moat  oheorflilly,  re- 
gretting onlj  mr  feeble  powen.  Sbe  aaka  yon 
to  alleviat«^  in  aome  degree^  Um  looHa  <»  b 
portion  of  her  oitiieDi.  She  haa  long  slaoe 
extaoded  her  chaiitable  band — hhe  asks  700  to 
do  equal  and  exact  jostioe— she  h«B  seen  yon 
yty  tot  loaaes  in  the  Weat  and  in  the  Sonth 
— flhe  baa  seen  your  wealem  dragotma  re- 
monnted,  and  the  negroee  of  the  sonthem 
planter  restored.  Will  yon  now  listen  to  her 
appUcationf  Are  there  any  more  "oonsUtn- 
tional  ol^aotions"  in  the  way?  I  well  remem- 
ber the  tune  when  she  apphed  for  yonr  aadat- 
ance,  in  the  formation  and  completion  of  a 
work  which  history  has  already  recorded  aa  the 
proadest  monument  of  the  age.  Bnt,  Mr,  I  do 
*  not  wish  to  digress ;  rest  assured,  tiiat,  in  the 
Btate  of  New  York,  itom  Erie  tc  Long  Iidand, 
there  Is  a  miiTersol  prayer  that  we  ahall  do 
aomethipg  for  theae  Niagais  aofferera.  If  gen- 
tlemen sn^oee  the, bill  to  be  too  broad,  leC  us 
amend  it  m  the  qiirit  of  diari^— Jet  na  a^, 
"oorae  let  na  reason  together,"  bat  do  ikot  let 
OS  any  mtn^  with  a  cold  tombotone  obarity. 


u   unuuBHHw  uoanky, 

sa;  to  those  anfibnog  petitionera,  "be  ye  fed 
and  be  ye  clothed."  The  honoratue  gontlemaa 
from  Ohio  has,  in  a  warm,  virid,  mm  (^wiug 
manner,  pecoliar  to  b'"***^^.  deaoiibed  «caie  of 
the  niflbilnga  oi  these  M^onera.  Abont  tvo 
hnodred  inhabited  dwellinga  wen  entire);  vta- 
snmed;  they  contained,  probaUr,  upon  an 
■yerage,  from  six  to  ^ht  Bonla.  E>oml,fiOOb> 
1,600  hmiared  homan  btinga,  with  the  aged 
father,  the  helpless  mother,  the  infknt  in  the 
tradle,  were  involved  in  one  promisoooua  laby- 
rinth of  woe.  At  tliat  most  inclement  season, 
when  the  cold  northern  blasts  of  wintw  oMll 
to  the  ver^  sonl,  were  these  olaimanla  bereft  of 
n  home,  withont  a  shelter  bnt  the  broad  canopy 
«f  Heaven,  the  oold  earth  thesr  bed.  Their 
anflbriogi  tntj  be  imagined— they  cannot  be 
described,  l^ny,  to  be  sore,  liave  (tone  to 
tbdr  long  hcma  bat  many  still  remain  looking 
up  to  QB,  and  lervently  imploring  na  to  alle- 
gata, in  part,  their  distreMes,  Let  ns  do  it ; 
we  need  not  fear  the  oonseqnenoea.  No  nation 
ever  snfiered  by  doing  great,  hnmane,  and 
generons  acts.  Tbey  tend  to  engage  the  affec- 
tion, and  rivet  the  attsobmeDts  of  the  people. 
Let  ns,  then,  sir,  do  something  worthy  of  this 
nation,  and  rest  amured  tliat  the  .^nerioan 
people  will  not  only  hail  yon  aa  upright  and 
able  statesmen,  bnt  also  as  noble,  generous,  and 
duritaUe. 


III.  Btobbb  moved  to  amotd  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing oat  that  clanse  which  grants  indemnity, 
Srovided  tbe  prtqierty  "Aotl  beta  at  aity  Umt 
urina  tht  teot"  in  the  oocnpation  of  the 
United  States,  and  snbstitatiDg  the  {roviso, 
that  it  waa  in  sodh  ooonpatirai  "  at  the  time  of 
its  destraotiim,  or  immediately  before." 

Hr.FoB8TTB,ofGeorgia,olMarTed,lhathedid 
not  think  be  eoiraotly  nndentood  tbe  olgeot  of 
the  amendment.  He  went  into  a  recqiitolatuHi 
c^  what  had  previoiialy  Iraen  done  on  tiiis  eab- 
Jeot  —  the  act  of  1816  —  the  powers  of  the 
oMDmiisloner— -his  dedsitHis— the  interpoaitian 
of  the  Pretfdent,  and  tbe  snbseqnent  act  of 
1817.  B7  this  sot,  it  was  rec|iiirea  to  be  proved 
Out  tbe  property  was  oocnpied  by  order  of  aa 
offloer  of  tbe  Umted  States;  and,  as  be  nnder- 
stood,  aQ  the  daima  which  had  bean  brought 
onder  the  proTlaiona  vt  tbia  aet  hod  been  piM. 
The  oMeot  of  the  ^Juimm^  now  seemed  to  btt 
to  nn^  the  natrietfona  of  tbe  law  (tf  1817, 
and  reetwe  them  and  th«r  daims  to  the  asm* 
state  as  they  ware  onder  the  aet  of  1818.  Now, 
the  act  «C  1816  had  been  extended  by  tlte  00m- 
misriMier  to  all  property  oocnided  with  cr 
withont  an  order  <tf  any  United  Stotaaoffioer* 
aBd,irsanhwai^  inady  way,  the  object  of  tbe 
present  biS,  w  of  the  amendinent,  he  sbonld  b« 
tmpoeed  to  it  in  toto,  knowing,  aa  he  did,  th» 
arasea  to  whMt  the  etttraordJnary  dedsion  of 
ttie  ocmmiaaioner  wonld  have  led. 

lb.  ICuTDT,  of  New  T(^  rose,  in  reply, 
and  said  that  it  waa  itot  the  olject  of  tb* 
[veaent  Inll,  or  <it  the  amendment,  to  eatabUah 
any  new  ^Ini^lB.  He  Uuni^t  the  gentleman 
from  Geoi^  nad  not  stated  the  case  quits 
fUriy.  It  was  tne  tliat  tLe  ctmrndssiimei^ 
proceedlnga  bad  been  aneoted,  and  that  a  new 
law  waa  passed,  establishing  a  diflsrent  mle  of 
adJodioaUiKi,  Uid  empowering  him  only  to 
examine  and  report,  Dnder  Uiii  law,  a  new 
oonuniadon  iaaoed  to  two  members  (tf  this  Hous^ 
tleman  of 
ananntot 

Theae  gentlemen  tquSred  to  Niagara,  and,  in 
thdr  exandnalaoDB  and  report,  were  govecned 
by  the  law  of  1617.  They  took  ample  teati- 
moi^— they  made  a  detdled  report— they  did 
boUi  by  Uie  anthori^  of  tUs  House ;  bnt  then 
tbdr  powcn  stopped,  and  tliere  this  Hotwe 
sttmped  also;  fbr,  aftw  reodviDg  that  it^art, 
notlung  had  been  dcoe-^mt  a  doUar  was  gran^ 
ed  fbr  settling  the  oIMms.  Last  aeaaion,  n 
committee,  indeed,  had  been  appointed  to  in- 
qoire  what  it  was  proper  to  do  in  the  matter, 
and  the  report  of  that  committee  is  before  tbtt 
Honae,  and  they  propow  the  present  bill,  not 
to  set  np  any  new  prindpla,  bat  merely  to 
carry  the  former  acta  into  effect  Why  did  the 
House  order  them  to  report,  if  it  wm  not 
intended  to  tbUow  up  their  report' with  soma 
ootteaponding  messnret  Not  one  of  these 
oldms  had  been  ]^ld  rinoe  1817,  and  they  wer» 
BO  DDmerons  tJiat  It  was  ntteily  improotioaUa 
for  Oongress  to  deliberate  npoa  tMm  mng^. 
Bonta  general  not  waa  Tequwito  to  oany  tM 
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rate  the  Hotua  bod  laid  down  into  Bome  praoti- 
mble  effect.  Saoh  was  the  rimpla  ob]eot  of 
ibe  pceeent  hiH.  Ita  Meeds,  indeed,  did  viah 
to  get  rid  of  an  obJeotioDttble  phnrae  in  ooe  of 
the  former  acts  on  this  subject,  wttich  providea 
tliat  the  oooopanc^  of  the  property  must  have 
been  the  cause  of  ita  daetractioD.  Under  that 
law,  if  a  claimant  oomca  and  provee  boUt  the 
oooopanc^  of  hig  dwelling  bj  United  States 
troopa  or  magazinea.  and  its  destrnotion  bj  the 
tmeaij,  be  is  anavared,  "  Ay,  bnt  joiAave  not 
■bown  that  tbe  one  was  the  oanse  of  the 
other."  If  be  attranpts  to  prgve  tills  \>y  infer- 
•noe^  it  is  objected  that  the  deetraation  waa  on 
ft  principle  of  retaliation  fyr  the  bnmiiiR  of 
Kewark.  If  he  attempts  to  diow  that  vbda 
Tlllagee  were  boml^  he  is  again  tdd  that  nei- 
llier  tlie  occnpanw  bj  Uoited  States  troops, 
BOT  the  bnming  of  Kewark  waa  the  oaose,  bat 
ODI7  the  predator;  oharaot«r  Uiat  marked  Brit- 
bb  war^«  in  former  wars  as  well  aa  tbe  pres- 
et. Tbe  daimant  is  sent  to  examine  the 
Ddnd,  and  to  probe  the  oonadence  of  the 
■nan;,  and  tell  what  bis  trae  mctiTes  were. 
It  waa  ftom  moh  a  reqnirement  that  tbe  present 
bill  sought  to  free  theae  nnhappj  sufferers, 
many  of  whom  had  endnred  a  seoond  desols' 
tion  in  oonseqnenae  of  tbe  legislation  of  this 
HaEL  The  acta  of  ISIO  and  1S17  led  them  to 
oxpeot  indemnifloatioa  j  and  the  en>eGtation 
waa  a  joat  one;  it  was  fbnnded  in  their  con- 
Sdenoe  in  this  House,  and  the  ezeontioa  of 
tta  laws.  In  eonseqnenoe,  they  had  begmi  to 
leboild  their  bnmt  bidldings,  and  had  incnired 
nq)onnbililieB  bj  doing  so.  Tbe  ezeontion  of 
fikoae  acts  was  suspended ;  the  time  of  paTment 
Ibr  their  repairs  came  roond.  The  same  cilixen 
iriio  bad  onoe  been  stripped  hj  the  enemj,  bad 
to  B«e  bis  property  a  second  time  swc^  away 
by  Judgment  and  ezeontion. 

Mr,  Mkbokb,  of  Vir^nia,  said,  upon  the  qnes- 
floa  whether  Oie  laws  of  ciTilized  war  Justified 
tiie  destrnotion  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  he  ex- 
preaeed  the  dedded  opinion  that  the  ossge  of 
dviliEed  nations  did  not  justify  it  He  ieSoA 
■oy  one  to  pnt  hia  finger  on  any  passage  in  any 
artaemed  writer  on  National  Law,  or  on  any 
page  of  histoiT,  in  which  enoh  a  transaction 
w;as  i«ccHiinled  to  the  principles  of  lawftil  war- 
flite.  Bo  far  fh>m  a  belligerent  being  entitled 
to  destroy  private  dwellings  becaoae  of  their 
bein^  Of  having  been  occnpied  by  its  enemy, 
Mr.  SL  maintained  the  rererse  to  be  the  law. 
The  most  fertile  and  popnlona  conntries  of  Eu- 
rope, he  remarked,  Lad  been  most  i^^nently 
the  theatres  of  war — Fbrndera  and  Lonibarfy, 


fbr  empire.  Of  tbe  ravages  which  wonld  have 
been  noade  of  theae  beantifhl  comitries,  if  the 
prineiple  now  snggested  had  been  acted  npon, 
Le  drew  a  vivid  ontline,  concluding  by  saying 
tiMt,  by  tbe  conduct  of  her  commanders  on  the 
abores  and  frontiers  of  this  country  dnring  the 
l«t«  w-ar,  the  arms  of  Great  Britam  bad  Men 
d  wKh  a  dbgraee  wbiob  it  wonld  take  a 


oeataiT  to  wipe  off.  There  existed,  be  argned, 
no  such  right  on  tbe  part  of  a  b^ligerent,  as 
the  right  to  destroy  private  honses,  or  indivld- 
nal  property,  from  which  an  enemy  has  been 
driven.  If  such  a  right  had  been  admitted  and 
aoted  npon  in  Enrope,  what  would  have  be- 
come of  the  splendid  buildings  dedicated  to 
military  purposes,  or  of  the  private,  bnildings 
occasionally  employed  for  them !  He  expreesed 
his  sorprise  to  find  Kcntlemen  in  thia  djscuaaitni 
transferring  themselves  to  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier, aa  if  their  genertkl  principlea  applied  tbera 
only,  instead  of  sweeping  the  whole  continents 
He  iUuBtrsted  the  principle  which  had  been 
Md  down  on  this  sabject,  by  applying  it  to  the 
oity  of  New  York,  1^  in  any  fntore  war,  an 
enemy  should  obtdn  possession  of  it ;  and  de- 
manded if  the  right  to  ravage  that  city  with 
fire  ooold  be  derived  from  tlie  fact  that  troopa 
called  in  for  ita  defence  were  quartered  in  private 
bnildingB.  Upon  tbe  whole,  he  concluded  that 
it  would  be  neither  jost  nor  wise  for  thia  Gov- 
ernment to  recognize  any  snob  principle  aa  tbe 
right  of  an  enemy  to  destroy  private  property 
beoanse  it  may  have  been  employed,  for  a  tim«^ 
either  for  military  deposits,  or  for  barracks. 

With  regard  to  the  distinction  which  had 
been  drawn,  as  to  the  Hgbt  of  the  enemy  to 
destroy  private  property,  &at  the  war  on  the 
Niagara  frontier  waa,  on  our  part,  an  offenslvB 
war,  Ut.  U.  remarked  that,  whether  a  war 
waa  offensive  or  ddenaive,  must  be  determined 
by  its  origin,  and  not  by  any  particular  inm- 
dent  of  the  war. 

Mr.  DwTOHT,  of  Uass.,  said  he  did  not  rise  to 
enter  into  the  discnaaion  of  the  general  <jnestion 
upon  the  merits  of  the  bill  aa  it  onginallT 
stood ;  to  that  bill,  unmodified,  he  was  himself 
opposed.  But,  limited,  as  it  now  was,  by  the 
amendment  of  his  honorable  friend  from  New 
York,  (Mr,  Srosae,)  to  the  destruction  of  build- 
ings or  other  property  In  the  actual  occupation 
.of  our  own  Government,  at  the  time  of  tho 
destruction,  he  gave  his  most  hearty  co-opera- 
tion. He  roae  merely  to  point  ont  an  error  of 
the  honorable  gentieman  tmsa  Virginia,  (Mr, 
Mbeosr,)  who  had  jnat  taken  his  seat,  and  -a^n 
which  the  argument  of  the  honorable  gentie- 
man against  the  present  bill  seemed  entirely  to 
be  fonnded.  That  is,  that  the  laws  of  1816  and 
1817,  in  behalf  of  persons  who  had  propertr 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy 
dnring  tne  laat  war,  were  not  fonnded  in  prin- 
ciple, and  went  Airther  than  the  Government 
were  bonnd  to  go  in  relief  of  individnal  diatress. 
To  show  that  the  error  was  in  the  laws  of  1818 
and  1817,  and  not  in  the  administration  of  them, 
the  honorable  gentleman  fzma  Vir^ia  had  at- 
tempted to  show  that  the  commiaaioner,  actinjg 
under  the  authority  of  those  laws,  had  invaii- 
ably  been  guided  by  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, aa  to  the  extent  of  the  allowances  which 
he  .was  to  make.  To  support  thia  position,  th« 
honorable  gentieman  hi^  read  a  jiart  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  Commiarioner  and 
the  Seoretaij  of  the  Xntmrj,  aa  to  tbe  extent 
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of  his  ability  to  make  allovuicea.  And  thenoo, 
file  gentleman  had  indaoed  the  belief  that  be- 
csoae  the  commissioner  had  oonsnlted  the  Gor- 
ernment,  he  had,  in  all  instances,  been  governed 
hj  the  reenlt  of  that  consnitation.  So  fkr  in- 
deed was  this  from  being  tme,  he  was  himself 
prepared  to  show,  from  the  docmuents  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  Just  read,  that 
the  Secretar?  of  the  Treasury  had,  in  his 
answer  to  the  oommiadoner,  confined  relief  to 
the  destruction  of  buildings  BotnaUj  in  the  oo- 
cnpation  of  the  GoTemmwt  for  militarT-  por- 
ptMea,  The  oommittee  were  not  ignorant,  Uiat, 
■0  &T  from  this  salntarj  prinoipte  being  the 
governing  one,  the  oommissioner  had  allowed 
eome  thonsands  of  dollars  in  one  instance  to  be 
paid  for  a  building  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
in  regard  to  which  the  proof  was  b;  a  BriUsh 
deserter,  that  it  was  destroyed  bj  the  enemj 
becaose  a  single  mnsket  was  fonnd  in  one  of 
the  apartments.  He  might  add,  he  said,  other 
instances  of  a  wide  depaitnre  from  what  was 
now  conradered  the  qtiiit  of  the  laws  of  1619 
■nd  1817.  They  werk  he  presumed,  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  gentlemen  who  were,  nnlike 
himself  at  that  tjme,  conversant  with  those  pro- 
ceedings. He  would  ask  the  honoraUe  gentie- 
man  if  the  policy  of  the  lawa  of  1816  and  181T 
were  so  generally  questitoiable,  why  they  had 
sot  been  repealed )  It  was  troa,  be  admitted, 
that  the  l4^dent  had  long  since  Biiq>ended 
tba  powers  of  the  commismoner.  Bat  that 
had  not  repealed  the  law.  The  President,  in- 
deed, had  no  more  power  over  that  repeal  than 
tlie  humblest  indiviaaal  of  the  nation.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  conunittee  for  the  correctness  of 
(he  assertion,  that  the  nniversa)  pablic  feeling 
at  that  time  was,  that  the  decisions  of  the  oom- 
missioner  (thou^  he  had  no  donbt  they  were 
honest)  would  involve  the  Government  in  pay- 
ments which  it  wss  not  in  contemplatioii  of  the 
laws  of  ISIS  and  1817  to  make  them  respon- 
^ble  for.  The  fact  that  the  laws  now  remained 
unqualified  and  unrepealed  upon  the  statute- 
book,  was  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  ooireot- 
neas  of  their  policy ;  while  the  suspension  of 
the  powers  of  the  commissioner  at  that  early 
period,  by  the  President,  went  as  clearly  to 
ohow  that  he  bad  not  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Government,  been  guided  by  a  snfflciently  cau- 
tions policy  m  the  administration  of  those  laws. 
He  wonld  submitj  then,  he  ssid,  to  the  com- 
mittees ^B  question,  whether  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  authorized  to  fonnd  an  argn- 
ment  against  the  present  bill,  upon  a  supposed 
lesunblance  to  the  laws  of  1816  and  1817. 

Mr.  BuoHAHAN',  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  he  rose 
to  make  a  few  ebservations  on  the  bill  before  the 
oommittee,  which  he  wonld  not  have  done,  Iiad 
h^  views  of  the  subject  been  eihibited  by  any 
other  gentleman.  He  said,  he  would  stat^  as  a 
dear  proposition,  which  had  not  been  much  dis- 
puted in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  that  t^is 
Government  was  bound,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to 
Indemnify  individuals  for  the  destruction  of  their 
property  by  the  enemy,  provided  snoh  destiuo- 


don  wer«  in  pnnmance  of  the  rules  of  civiliwd 
warfare.  If  that  were  not  the  case,  then  we 
were  not  oompelled  by  any  principles  of  public 
law  to  make  such  an  indemiu^.  Every  motive 
of  policy  would  forbid  it 

Th^  said  Mr.  B.,  the  question  is,  was  the  do- 
vaetation  of  the  whole  Niagara  tVontder  and  the 
buniing  of  Bu&lo,  acts  justified  hy  the  laws  of 
war  I  Oon  this  be  a  sn^ect  of  serious  donbt  at 
the  present  day !  If  we  pass  this  bill,  we  pro- 
claim th^  our  dennndatiotu  of  the  conduct  of 
the  British  srmy  on  that  frtmtier,  which  has  met 
the  reprobaljon  <^  the  pei^de  of  the  United 
States,  and,  he  trusted,  of  the  whole  oivilized 
world,  were  uijnst  and  nnfonnded.  The  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  will  declare,  that  the 
acts  of  that  army  were  measures  of  lawftil  war, 
and,  as  snoli,  they  were  bound  to  grant  indem- 
nity to  the  Bofierers.  This  is  the  principle  apan 
whioh  the  bill  has  been  rested  by  its  frienda, 
and  the  only  principle  upon  which  it  aan.  resL 

Let  us  then,  sud  Mr.  B.,  inquire  into  the  jnstioe 
of  this  proposition.  Had  the  enemy  a  right  to 
bom  and  destroy  the  whole  Niagara  frooiicar, 
because  most  of  the  private  housee  were  oocn- 

S'ed  as  bairacks  and  plaoesof  military  d^ositt 
a  this  sult}eot  he  oononrred  generally  with  the 
views  of  his  friend  from  Yii^inia,  (Ur.  Mzxoeb.) 
If  this  were  established  as  a  oorreot  prin<^Ie  of 
national  law,  the  consequence  would  be  oread* 
fnl,  and  in  many  cases,  the  genersl  devastatiou 
of  the  private  proper^  ot  uaaaenAing  individuals 
must  mevitablT  ensue.  War  would  no  longer 
be  a  civil  gome  between  independent  sovereigns ; 
but  each  individual  of  the  hostile  nations  would 
be  liable  to  ruin,  by  the  deetmction  of  his  prop- 
erty. I  will  iUostrate  my  views,  sud  Mr.  B.,  bj 
an  example.  Let  an  enemy  land  npon  onr  shorw 
and  drive  our  army  beyoi^  the  line  of  our  fbrti- 
ficatioos,  what  would  then  be  the  conseqnenoet 
Private  houses  must  of  necesrity  be  used  as 
■plaaee  of  mUitaiy  deposit,  and  as  a  shelter  tar 
the  soldiers.  Once,  then,  establish  the  princijde 
embraced  by  this  bill,  and  yon  Insti^  an  enemy 
in  destro^Qg  sod  laying  waste  the  whole  oonntiy 
over  which  he  advances.  Nay,  you  do  more ; 
you  offer  him  the  strongest  temptation  to  com- 
mit such  outrages.  Sndi,  sold  Ur.  B.,  has  never 
been  the  practice  of  dvUized  nations ;  and  he 
trusted  tlus  Government  wonld  never  sanction 
the  propriety  of  snoh  outrageous  acts  on  the 
part  of  an  enemy. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  another  view  which  this 
sul^ect  presents,  whioh  adds  the  guilt  of  perfidy 
to  that  of  the  violation  of  the  lawa  of  war. 
Whilst  the  village  of  Bufialo  still  presented  a, 
hostile  front  to  the  enemy,  a  capitulation  waa 
entered  into  by  OoL  Chapin  of  onr  army,  with 
Gea  Bial,  who  commanded  the  British  forces. 
By  that  instrament,  it  waa  solemnly  agreed 
"  that  private  property  and  private  persona 
should  not  be  molested  or  injored. "  Upon  the 
faith  of  this  capitulation  the  British  forces  en- 
tered the  town.  The  testimony  proves,  that,  be- 
fore its  dates  ^^7  were  well  acqaunted  with  the 
fitot,  that  a  large  bod;  of  the  United  Sttlaa 
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taocna  kad  been  quarUired  there,  and  tiiat  mui7 
at  the  hooaes  wen  jdaoee  ot  militarr  deposit 
With  ft  ftill  knowledgQ  of  thoM  oirounietaoces, 
the;  entered  into  the  o^iitnlation ;  What  was 
thm  their  KiIwflqnentoondDott  Ineteadof  Mp- 
■raling  the  miliUry  Oona  from  the  bonses  in 
which  they  were  deposited  \  instead  of  destro;- 
LiK  pnblio  and  aavinK  piivat«  pnq>ert7,  they  in- 
▼cMTed  the  whole  Tillage  in  one  oonunon  con- 
flagration. AtthemostinolemeDtseaeonof  the 
jear,  in  a  northern  oHmat^  regardleea  tii  their 
fidth,  tbe;-  Bet  fire  to  the  tows,  and  drove  its 
fnhahitante  to  seek  eheltw  and  bread  from  the 
oompasrion  of  strangers.  And  this  nnder  pre- 
toioe  of  what  the;  well  knew  before  the  oepito- 
latjon,  that  there  were  military  stores  deposited 
in  man;  of  the  private  booses.  And  yet.Uiis 
deatonotion  is  attempted  to  b«  Jnatified  by  the 
laws  id  war  eatabUthed  among  ciTiliied  nationa. 

Again,  sud  Mr.  B.,  pass  tliis  bill,  and  oo  mem- 
ber M  the  ecMnmittee  oan  form  anj  jost  estimate 
et  the  nmnber  and  amoont  of  the  daima  to 
irhifdi  it  will  give  Urth.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  Nis^ni  frcntier  are  ndther  better  nor  WMM 
tliaa  their  feOow-oonntiTineiL  This  bill  is  eUef- 
I7  inteikled  for  their  benefit.  It  is  to  eml»soe 
a  tract  of  oomitiy  of  oonsiderable  extent,  within 
whioh  die  whole  mass  of  people  fMl  a  oosuuon 
int«reet  in  obtainiiw  frtnn  (he  GoT<mm«)t  as 
BHMb  m  posaiUe.  Sdf-loTe,  kbA  tiie  pr^ndioes 
which  neoesearily  result  m«n  It,  will  Indnoe 
than  to  bring  erwr  obm  in  thdr  power  within 
the  lnngn«e  of  the  law,  and  to  plaoe  the  bluest 
value  postthle  npm  the  propw^  whioh  was  de- 
•trojed.  This  bill  is  without  limit,  and  without 
bound ;  and  what  will  be  the  extent  of  the  ap- 
propriation neceaaarj  to  eaxry  it  hitoefieot,  the 
eommUtee  cannot  even  ooi^jeotare. 

Sir,  said  Ur.  B.,  I  may  be  sated  if  I  am  unwill- 
ing to  aSbrdtheaesnfferers  an  j  reliefs  lanswer, 
inthoot  hesitaUoo,  I  am  not.  They  have  claims 
npoD  onr  ^erosi^,  not  npoa  our  jnstica.  I 
would  mitigate  thdr  oalamidee,  not  uidemnii^ 
tbcan  for  thdr  losses.  Thay  have  suffered  more 
fltan  the  oomnuHi  misfortnnee  of  war ;  they  are 
therefore  entitled  to  the  oompassioQ  of  a  pater- 
nal Government  I  wonld  grant  them  snob  relief 
ia,  whilst  it  would  not  be  too  bnrdenaome  on  the 
TreasniT,  nor  prodooe  those  minons  oonaeqnen- 
oes  to  the  nation  whioh  must  result  from  eatab- 
fiabing  as  a  prind[de,  (hat  we  will  p^  the  value 
of  private  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in 
violfttion  of  the  laws  of  war,  might  yet  mitigate 
Hnar  sofierings.  I  believe  I  know  several  gMi- 
tlemen  of  the  oommittee  to  be  of  tbe  Bmeopin- 
ioD.  I  would  give  them  1S0,000  or  200,000 
ddlsra,  to  be  distributed  pro  nXA,  in  foil  satis- 
faotion  of  all  demands.  If;  said  Hx,  S.,  yon 
adopt  a  principle  of  this  natnre,  yon  will  at  once 
kiKnr  tbe  extent  of  your  donation,  and  yon  will 
moke  it  the  interest  ot  the  sufferers  themselves 
to  watch  over  the  claims  of  each  other,  and  see 
that  none  are  established  ezoept  those  whioh 
are  eapported  by  prindplee  of  justjoe. 

3Cr.  Halubt,  of  Vermont  said,  that,  in  giving 
•  vote  upon  this  bill,  he  shotild  do  so  with  rafer- 


known,  he  said,  that  at  the  tdme  of  the  passage 
of  the  law  of  ISIO,  and  the  amendatory  law  of 
1817,  there  hod  been  a  aeriona  investigation  of 
the  merilfl  of  those  laws.  Ten  yean  have  ekyised 
since  the  passue  (rfthose  laws,  and  Mr.  M.  asked 
if  it  was  not  ahnost  impoariUe  now  to  establish 
a  rule,  different  from  that  whioh  was  eetaUished 
when  the  sabjact  was  fresh  in  the  minds  of  tbe 
members.  As  a  matter  of  expediency,  he  thought 
there  wonld  be  very  great  diffioult;  in  asoertaii>- 
ing  any  other  role  by  wbioh  those  olaims  oould 
be  disposed  of.  The  inqoity  then  waa.  What  has 
the  Oovemment  done,  and  in  what  condition 
are  the  claims  of  these  individnals  t  Borne  gen- 
tlemen had  expreeeed  a  wish  that  these  dsima 
should  be  dedded  upon  tbe  prindple  of  the  law 
oflSie.  Mr.  ILHod  be  waa  perfectly  willhift 
tat  hia  part,  that  those  olaims  shonld  be  pre- 
sented, and  determined,  npon  the  rule  «f  the  aot 
of  181S,  that  payment  shonld  be  made  tar  pri- 
vate booses  or  wier  bnildings  oooupied  by  the 
TTnHed  Stataa,  and  destroyed  whilst  so  oooupied. 
This,  be  said,  was  a  s^  mle,  founded  on  the 
prindplea  of  tbe  Govermnent,  reooguized  by  the 
oonsUtntion,  tiiat  when  tbe  Oovemment  takes 
the  property  of  an  individual  for  private  pur- 

rsa,  it  sh^  in  such  case^  make  oom^nsatioa 
it  if  lost  or  destroyed.  Bnt,  he  said,  as  fbr 
oompenaating  the  losses  of  a  whole  frootaer,  de- 
stroyed by  a  wanton  act  of  violence  by  tbe 
enemy,  under  petenee  that  our  aimiee  had 
marched  in  that  direction,  it  was  opeolog  so 
wide  a  dr^n  npon  the  Treasury  as  ilo  Oovem- 
m«it  oould  safely  soatain.  Were  we  to  suiction 
rodi  a  priudple  at  thia  lime  of  day,  siudMr.  }L, 
we  shonld  abandon  oar  duty,  I  would  vote  any 
omoont  of  money,  said  he,  whioh  might  be  n» 
ceeeary  to  carry  into  efitet  the  prindple  (rf  the 
ads  of  1816  aod  laiT.  If  there  be  any  individ- 
uals on  tbe  Niagara  frontier  whose  casee  came 
within  the  principle  of  those  acts,  Mr.  M.  said, 
they  should  chevfolW  have  his  vot^  and  he 
presomod  they  would  have  tbe  decided  and 
nnanimoOB  vote  of  the  House  in  thdr  ta^ot, 
Tbe  oariying  into  execution,  in  favor  cf  claim- 
ante,  of  the  principle  of  the  kw  of  1810,  waa  all 
that  could  l>e  eipedad  of  Ooogress,  ^ 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Hew  York,  said  he  should 
support  the  ori^nal  bill,  not  because  it  em- 
braced any  new  prindple,  but  waa  to  canr  into 
effect  one  already  estahliahed,  and  he  snould 
oppose  tbe  amenmnent  propoeed  by  the  gentle- 
man frwn  Illinois,  because  to  adopt  them  would 
be  to  introduce  a  prbidple  upon  which  Con- 
gress has  not  yet  legislated.  It  would  be  diffl- 
onlt,  be  s^  mileaa  the  principle  of  his  c(d- 
league  was  the  true  one,  to  find  any  prindple 
on  which  tbe  Niagara  ddms  should  be  paid. 
The  construction  which  bod  been  given,  by 
aome  of  the  committees  of  thia  Eonse,  to  the 
Sth  section  of  the  act  <^  1816,  was,  that  tbe 
proviso  to  it  should  be  so  constmed  as  to  defeat 
the  object  of  that  eeotdon — an  interpretation 
ocmtrary  to  every  mle  of  ooostraetion.    What 
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OMe  can  oocnr,  s^d  he,  in  which  it  may  not  be 
Sfdd,  that  destruction  of  propertj  bj  an  enemy 
-was  wantoii,  and  oonld  have  ocomred  whether 
the  property  had  been  occupied  fbr  the  nee  of 
the  QoTemmentornott  The  allowanoe  of  this 
o^ection  would  destroy,  at  once,  the  whole 
«fieot  of  the  Mh  eeotdon  of  the  act  of  1816,  and 
It  never  coold  have  entered  into  the  minds  of 
the  fi-amers  of  that  act,  ttiat  it  could  be  so  con- 
strued. I  waa  here,  a^d  Hr.  T.,  at  the  passage 
of  the  act  of  1810,  and  the  oljject  of  it,  If  I  nn- 
deratood  any  thing  in  regard  to  it,  waa  to  pay 
for  all  losses  of  private  property  oocnpied  for 
military  pnrpoaea,  and  desti^ea  according  to 
the  mlee  of  civilized  warfare.  I¥opert7  ao  oo- 
onpied,  had  become  psblio,  and  the  loss  of  it 
onght  to  fall  on  the  pnbUo,  to  wboae  nae  it  had 
be^  converted. 

I  roee,  said  }Sr.  T.,  merely  to  aay,  that  I  am 
In  &vor  of  an  extenalon  of  the  principle  of  the 
act  of  1816,  and  of  (^ving  to  the  tlUi  section 
the  only  oonstnotion  which,  Tipon  legal  prisoi- 
^ea,  it  ^ipeare  to  me  poarible  to  give  to  it, 
we  are  led  astray,  in  detating  this  snljeot,  by 
going  into  a  coiudderation  ot  ntothet  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy.  We  loae  right  of  the  /aeU 
of  the  occupation  of  the  property  by  the  ene- 
my, and  we  go  to  the  motive  of  the  deatmotion 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  In  doing  so,  yon 
aak  for  what  yon  cannot  obt^.  There  may 
have  been  a  variety  of  raotivee,  and  in  that 
case  yon  nmat  go  into  a  meti^hysical  inqoiry, 
to  ascertain  which  of  them  was  the  predomi- 
nating motive.  Xhia,  Vr.  T.  said,  waa  the 
Caose  of  the  error  into  which  some  gentlemen 
hod  fallen,  which  they  wonld  have  avoided  by 
confining  their  attention  to  facta,  fte. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Roee,  of  Ohio,  the  com- 
nuttee  then  rose,  reported  progresa,  and  ob- 
tt^ed  leave  to  sit  again. 

TuBBDAT,  January  4, 
Naval  Sehool 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Liynroraon,  proposing 
ft  ^lan  for  the  education  of  Offloere  ta  the  Navy, 
being  onder  consideration,  some  converaation 
took  plnoo  between  the  mover  and  Mr,  Fbm.bb, 
who  oflbred  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  resolntion  after  the  word  SMohtd, 
and  to  insert  a  provinon  instnicting  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affiiire  to  inqniie  into  the  pro- 
priety of  establishing  a  school  for  the  inat^o- 
tion  of  tDdflhipmeo,  and  other  warrant  officers 
of  the  Navy,  when  not  at  sea.        . 

Mr.  LrnHoaroH  otijeeted  t«  the  sabstitnte,  as 
not  going  so  &r  as  the  s^tem  he  vriBhed  to  see 
adopt«id.  The  aabstitate  restricted  Qi%  instmo- 
tion  to  midshipmen,  bnt  he  wished  a  prepara- 
tory school,  which  should  take  op  yonng  men 
before  they  entered  the  service.  Mr.  L.  said, 
tt  was  owing  to  the  want  of  an  eetabliahment 
of  this  kind,  ttiot  the  Navy  was  going  down. 
Yes,  sir,  said  he,  the  Kavy,  I  repeat  it  is  going 
down  in  point  of  the  attaimnents  of  those  who 
are  entering  it.     There  la,  in  this  req>ect,  .a 


marked  dlsUnolion  betweoi  those  whe  are  en- 
tering the  two  branchea  of  onr  military  servioa. 
Those  who  enter  the  anny  are  decidedly  snpe- 
rior  in  prtniout  attainmaiti.  The  want  of  % 
good  sjitem  of  elementary  instmotion  for  Otb 
naval  service,  begins  to  be  felt  already.  It  m^ 
be  felt  when  it  is  too  late.  The  fntnre  com- 
manders of  onr  maritime  force  should  be  pre- 
pared now,  while  we  have  opportunity  and 
time  for  It.  But,  without  a  school,  this  ean 
never  be  done.  The  actual  service  may  make 
seamen,  tmt  it  alone  will  never  make  officera. 

Mr.  FmuER  gave  the  gentlemen  from  LoniM- 
ana  mnch  credit  ftn*  his  enluved  and  etateemaa- 
like  views  on  this  ratject.  Be  commended  hb 
desire  to  place  tb«  education  <f  our  naval  oom- 
maoders  on  a  broad  and  permanent  bans ;  sod 
he  knew  of  no  olfjection,  at  present,  which 
would  prevent  hia  voting  for  tne  gentleman^ 
resolntion,  Bnt  he  must  apprise  the  gentle- 
man, that,  before  he  was  a  member  at  Caa.' 
greea,  tUs  same  snt^eot  had  been  t>efore  them ; 
and  ue  Committee  <m  Naval  Affairs  had  made 
great  ^tortt  tor  its  aooompUahment  Th^  had 
confined  evwk  thdr  hcnws  to  the  education  of 
warrant  <^oers  in  service,  and  had  used  mndh 
exertion  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  gentiemcn 
who  were  opposed  to  the  measore,  but  bod  not 
been  able  to  do  it ;  and  he  wonld  leave  it  to 
the  candor  of  tiie  gentieman  from  Lonisiana  to 
aay,  if  those  who  refused  to  grant  even  the  half 
of  tlie  plan  he  proposed,  were  likely  to  accede 
to  the  whole  of  it.  Mr.  F.  discl^med  being 
swayed  by  any  feelings  of  pride,  as  a  member 
of  the  Naval  Committee,  which  might  l>e  sap- 

Cosed  to  render  him  jealons  of  a  aimilar  attempt 
y  the  gentieman  from  LonisiBna ;  his  only  od- 
Jection  was,  the  dlfflcoltr  of  finding  meaniL 
He  wonld,  however,  withdraw  his  amendment. 
Mr.  MioioBB  then  observed,  that,  aa  he  heard 
it  whispo^d  by  some  gentiemen  who  sat  near 
him,  that,  under  the  resolntion  of  the  gentle- 
man firom  Lonimana,  there  was  concealed  a  sys-- 
tern  of  burdensome  expense,  of  great  extent, 
he  thought  it  his  doty  to  state  that  he  was  war- 
ranted by  the  gentieman  who  presided  over  the 
Navy  Department,  in  saying  that  the  o\^6tst 
might  be  accomplished  at  a  very  small  expense^ 
It  had  been  even  proposed  to  place  such  an  in- 
stitution, without  any  further  gruit  from  CoSr 
gress,  in  the  barracks  erecting  at  the  fortifica- 
tion at  the  month  of  the  Chesapeake.  As  the 
bnildinge  were  there  already  provided,  all  that 
wonld  have  to  be  granted,  wonld  be  an  appro- 
priation for  the  sahiriee  of  two  or  three  profes- 
sors, which  was  a  trifling  expense  in  compari- 
son with  the  good  to  be  attained.  Midshipmen 
are  now  taken  on  tniard  our  vessels  on  trial  only 
— they  go  one  voyage  to  sea — and  if,  from  that 
experiment,  they  appear  to  discover  talents  fbr 
public  usefulness,  they  rectuve  a  warrant,  and 
regnlorly  enter  the  service-— Jnst  as  yonng  men 
are  received  as  cadets  at  west  Point.  The 
House  waa  aware  that  the  Government  could 
assemble  the  Midshipmen  at  any  point  it  might 
Judge  proper  and  thns  afford  lb  tb»  Navy  MnM 
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of  those  bonefita  wMoh  the  Arn^  darin*  from 
the  Aoad«m7  at  West  Point. 

Mr,  RsraoLDfl,  <rf  T«iin«Mee,  roee,  not  to  op- 
MM  tk«  meunr*  pnroosed  b7  the  gentleman 
from  LoniiB&iia,  bot  01U7  to  aaenre  that  gentia- 
man  that  this  was  not  the  plsn  which  wonld 
keep  the  Nayy  from  "  going  aown."  The  diffi- 
eolty  lay  at  a  previous  point — Qiere  was  almost 
no  sndi  thing  as  i4>prentioea  in  our  merchant 
eerrioe.  Uerohants  fbmid  the  applications  so 
nnmerons,  to  toko  ont  fonng  lads  on  trial,  and 
HxQ  measmr«  was  in  graieral  attended  wiui  so 
mneh  troable  and  so  little  profit,  that  the;  gea- 
erally  refused  to  do  it  Henoe  there  was  no 
sneh  thing  aa  a  pn^er  nQrser;r  ^  our  yonng 
aeaaieit— and,  mdeas  some  law  was  passed  Mmi- 
pelling  lUp-owners  to  take  a  oertain  quota  of 
^iprentioei^  in  propcnljim  to  the  tonnage  th^ 
ointed,  we  thomd  soon  have  no  seamen  of  onr 
own  ralnng.  The  proper  measure  was  to  go  at 
onco  to  the  foondanon,  and,  b;  some  snoh  law 
as  he  had  so^eeted,  provide  an  efiectnal  nur- 
aeiy  for  both  servioea. 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  Mr.  Lmsa- 
noii's  resolution,  and  lost— 68  members  only 
limng  in  its  &TOr. 

Niagara  Sii^iBren. 
The  Honse  havinc  sgain  reacdved  Itself  Into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  biU  "  for  the 
relief  of  oertain  perstms  who  snffered  b;  de- 
■tmetioa  of  their  property  bj  the  enem;',  dnr- 
ing  the  late  war  " — 

Mr.  Rosa  then  rose,  andobservedthatit  was  not 
Lis  intention  to  enter  into  a  dlsonssion  of  the  ah- 
ati^t  principle  of  the  bill  before  the  oornmitlse. 
If  Be  midersbDod  the  principle,  as  well  of  the  biil 
aa  of  the  amendment  now  proposed,  it  did  not  dif-- 
fer  materially  from  that  of  the  bill  of  1816,  either 
in  tana,  or  mibatanoe.  He  did  not  know  that  it 
would  I>e  a  veir  l«ofitable  inqmr;  to  go  Into 
file  intenljona  oi  Ccmgnm  in  pasring  that  act ; 
.but  he  believed,  if  sooh  an  investigataon  were 
mad«^  it  wonid  wpear  ttiat  the  Intent  of  Con- 
greaa  was  to  fiimish  a  mle  for  asoart^idng  the 
naonnt  of  damage  that  had  been  inflbred  by 
persons,  whose  private  property  had  been  taken 
for  the  Qse  of  the  TTDitAa  States,  and  In  tndi 
orcmnstances  destroyed  bj  the  enen^  aooord- 
ing  to  the  laws  of  oivilized  warfare,  lie  ninth 
section  of  that  act,  so  often  referred  to  in  this 
debate^  did  not  introdace  into  our  le^ststion 
anj  new  prinoipl&  i.  e.  any  principle  foreign  to 
Qie  acknowledged  laws  of  nations.  If  he  had 
ri^itlr  onderstood  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Hr.  BazBonx,)  who  nad  fiivored  the  Honse 
vtth  a  learned  and  lodd  ^foment  on  the 
punt,  he  hdd  that  when  the  (^vemment  took 
any  private  building  fbr  a  military  osa,  and  it 
was  thra  destroved  1^  the  enemy,  with  a  view 
to  benefit  himself  and  to  ii^nre  ns,  it  was  lew- 
fnlly  destroyed,  acoording  to  the  laws  of  war 
among  civilized  nations.  Now,  the  act  of  1816 
nid  n<»io  oCber  than  this.  It  went  npon  this 
jmnciple  as  taken  for  granted,  and  only  direct- 
ed how  the  debt,  acknowledged  to  be  dne  fr^un 


liffftrtn.  [H.  or  B. 

Govemmat  to  the  snflbrers,  should  be  ascer- 
t^ned  as  tA  Its  amount  Mi-,  R.  e^d  he  thoo^U 
tliat,  in  the  previous  part  of  the  debate,  genue- 
men  had  departed  far  fr«m  the  trae  snltJect  b^ 
fore  the  oommitee,  when  they  went  into  an  In- 
qoiry,  as  thongh  the  Congress,  in  pasmng  Uiat 
aot,  had  not  gone  aooording  to  the  reoeiv^  law 
of  nations,  and  as  thongh  some  new  rale  had 
been  then  eetabUshed.  It  waa  not  so ;  and,  he 
aaked,  if  the  principle  of  the  aot  of  1816  was  ft 
oorrect  one,  how  Ctongress  oonld  now  witlihold 
an  extension  of  that  same  principle  to  all  the 
oases  Jnstly  included  within  its  range !  If  the 
Government,  when  it  came  out  of  the  late  wai^ 
flushed  with  glorious  victory,  their  hearts  ex- 
ulting, and  wann  with  lively  gratitnde  towards 
those  who  had  raised  their  country's  name  by 
landandon  the  ocean,  conld,  without  regard  to 
nioe  lines  of  demarcation,  recogniie  a  great 
principle  owned  by  all  rivibzed  nations,  and.  In 
accordanoe  with  it,  had  passed  the  act  of  1BI6, 
he  thought  it  did  not  become  Oongrees,  at  this 
day,  because  they  find  that,  in  carrying  that 
law  into  efitet,  they  may  chance  to  have  a  large 
torn  of  money  to  pay,  to  begin  to  quarrel  wlui 
the  law,  or  deny  the  principle  on  which  it  to 
fbunded.  He  saw  no  difference  between  the 
principle  of  the  present  bill,  and  that  of  the 
act  of  181S,  except  the  proviso  in  the  lattw, 
that  It  shsll  be  proved  -that  the  oooupatJon  ol 
the  buildings  by  the  United  States  was  tbe 
oaose  of  their  de8tmcti<m  by  the  enemy.  The 
present  bill  assumed  this  from  the  two  iiicts  of 
the  oocnpatdon  and  the  destmction.  It  holds 
thalL  being  occupied  fbr  military  purposes,  the 
bnildings  become  the  lawful  mldedfi  m  militaiy 
destruction.  The  omisuon  of  that  proviso  waB 
no  objection  against  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Fabkellt,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and,  fat 
an  argumentative  speech  of  some  iengtn,  adVo> 
o^ed  the  bill.  Conceiving  that  the  dispute 
which  bad  taken  place,  regarded  rather  Hm 
&ct8  of  the  case  than  the  principle  on  whkli 
the  lav  shooid  be  framed,  ho  proposed  to  In- 
qtdre  whether  the  property  for  which  indemnl- 
fio^ou  was  claims],  was,  or  was  not,  a  1^^ 
mate  snljeat  of  destruction  by  the  enemy.  To 
determine  this  point,  be  argued  it  ought  to  be 
remembered  that  the  Niaeara  Eroutier  was  the 
only  pohit  from  which  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  make  a  descent  upon  the  enemy's  teiv 
ritory.  It  was  here  that,  m  181S,  an  army  bad 
been  collected  and  commanded  by  a  gentleman, 
now  an  honorable  member  of  tliis  House,  (Geti. 
Skits,)  and  It  was  from  this  frontier,  that,  in 
the  All  of  that  year,  another  honorable  mem- 
her  (Gen.  Vas  REiraBLUBB)  b|d  made  a  de- 
Boent  on  the  Oanada  lines.  These  facte  were 
enfflcient  evidence  that  this  was  the  place  from 
whiidi  we  intended  onr  hostile  operations  to 
proofed :  ret  no  barracks  bad  been  provided; 
no  ars«aals  were  bnilt there;  no  accommoda- 
tions were  prepared  for  our  troops.  He  asked 
whether,  under  snoh  olrcumstances,  it  did  not 
become  the  duty  of  a  Bntish  milltair  00m- 
mander,  if  he  had  any  regard  for  the  intemt 
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of  his  ooQiiti7,  and  bi«  oint  militaiy  r^at»- 
tion,  to  destroy  the  onlj  mesna  of  oor  eiaej. 
He  found  that  the;r  depended  for  shelter  upon 
hotuee  and  otber  hiiildinsB  which  were  private 
jffoperty.  Now,  he  woxad  fnrthec  aa^  if  the 
United  States  had  hnilt  barrocka  and  manonea, 
whether  the\/  would  not  have  been  lawful  snb- 
Jeota  of  deetniction!  And  if  private  honaes 
were  oaed  instead,  where  was  the  difference  as 
to  the  rightl  The  eoemy  might  inf^,  from 
vlut  had  happened  in  1812,  that  the  aame 


knew  that  it  was  impoesible  for  troope, 
month  of  Deoember,  to  remain  in  that  climate 
without  shelter,  it  waa  his  dutjr  as  a  command- 
er to  divest  liem  of  the  only  shelter  they  could 
obtain,  which  was  in  private  honeea.  Gentle- 
men had  said,  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
occnpation  was  the  motive  for  desbnotioo ;  bnt, 
3£r,  F.  said,  he  would  ask,  does  it  iq>pear  that 
■ncii  was  not  the  motive?  We  know  that, 
when  Buffalo  was  destroyed,  there  were  S,600 
men  quartered  there ;  and  the  enemy  found 
Hiat,  by  destroying  one  village,  be  coold  put  it 
out  of  the  power  of  our  Qovemment  to  main- 
tain a  single  post— to  keep  a  nngle  soldier  on 
all  that  line  of  frontier.  Waa  not  this  a  enffl- 
dent  motive  I  Some  gentlemen  seemed  to  dis- 
believe that  these  huildlnga  were  ooonpied  for 
military  purposes  at  all.  Snt  surely  all  the  tes- 
timony went  that  way;  and  if  facts  so  well 
Bubetantiated  were  to  be  overturned  by  mere 
supposition,  and  byatheoretioal  view  of  national 
law,  he  knew  not  what  use  there  waa  in  testi- 
mony, or  how  faots  were  ever  to  be  ascertained. 
Other  gentlemen  had  insisted  that  the  bum- 
ing  of  our  frontier,  being  on  a  principle  of  re- 
buiatton,  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 
and,  therefore,  the  Giovernment  is  not  iKtund  to 
pay.  But  Hr.  f .  denied  the  position,  and  he 
defied  them  to  show,  in  any  (^)provea  writer 
on  international  law,  such  a  doctrine  as  that 
retaliation  was  udawfuL  The  revene  was 
troe.  All  writers  admit  that,  when  retaliation 
is  Just,  it  may  he  practised  aa  a  means  to  pre- 
vent the  repetition  of  iqinry.  Though  we  ad- 
mit that  the  burning  of  Newark  was  a  barba- 
rona  aot,  yet  the  reteliatioii  of  it  was  lawful  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy — it  was  only  following 
the  example  we  had  set — and  we  had  rendered 
the  act  lawful  by  our  own  unlawful  conduct  in 
ttie  first  place.  When  our  Qovemm^it  com- 
menced a  systom  of  deatmotton  oi  propertv,  it 
must  have  known  that  it  incurred  the  risk  of 
Tstaliation.  It  must  have  known  that  the 
baruii^  of  Newark  rendered  Bofiido  unsafe ; 
and,  ii  Bu:^£)  was  afterwards  destroyed,  the 
Qovemment  lud  itself  to  blame  for  it. 

Thobsdat,  Jannary  6. 

Aeemmtt  and  Claimi  nfPraidmt  Monrot. 

The  following  Uessage  was  received  ftom  die 
FssetDSST  or  thx  UKmrn  States,  by  Ur.  Ev- 
erett: 


n  On  Banaltati  Boum^S^rmatlaliBei^At  Unii- 
tdBUHn: 
As  the  teitn  of  my  service  in  this  high  trust  will 
exnra  at  the  end  cf  ttie  present  semion  of  Congroe, 
I  think  it  proper  to  invite  your  attention  (o  ui  <ib- 
jcct,  very  tnleresdng  to  me,  and  whicb,  in  the 
moTcmeat  of  our  Government,  is  deemed,  on  prin- 
ciple, eqiully  intaresting  to  the  public.  I  have 
been  lone  in  the  service  of  my  conDtrj,  and  in  Its 
most  difficult  coiyiuietaret,  >s  well  abroad  as  at 
bome,  in  the  course  of  whicb  I  have  bad  a  control 
ever  the  pablic  moneys,  to  a  vast  amoont.  If,  in 
the  course  cf  my  serviee,  it  shall  appear,  on  the 
most  severe  acrutiny,  wUcb  I  invite,  that  the  pub- 
lic have  snstained  any  loss  by  any  act  of  aiine,  ot 
of  otheia,  for  wUch  I  ooght  to  be  held  rteptukriUs, 
I  am  wilhDg  to  bear  IL  li;  on  the  other  hand,  It 
■hall  Biqwar,  oa  a  view  of  the  law,  and  cf  [M«ce- 
denti  in  other  oases,  that  justice  hu  been  withlidd 
from  me,  in  any  Initanoe,  at  I  have  believed  it  to 
be  in  fnsuy,  and  greatly  to  my  iigary,  it  is  subndt- 
ted  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  rendered.  It  Is  aj 
wish,  that  all  natters  of  account  and  clums,  be- 
tween my  country  and  myself,  be  settled,  with  that 
strict  regard  to  justice,  which  is  obserTcd  in  settle- 
meats  between  individuals  in  private  life.  It  would 
be  gratUying  to  me,  and  it  appears  to  be  Just,  that 
the  subject  should  be  now  examined,  in  both  re- 
spects, with  a  view  to  a  dedsion  berealler.  No 
bill  would,  it  is  presuined,  be  preeeDled  for  my  og- 
nature,  wbldl  wouM  operate  utber  for  or  against 
me,  and  I  would  certainly  sancdon  none  in  my  &■ 
vor.  While  here,  I  can  itamish  testimony,  apidiaa- 
ble  to  any  ease,  in  twth  views,  which  a  full  inveett 
gation  may  require ;  and  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  may  be  raferred,  by  reporting  facta  now, 
with  a  view  to  a  dedsioo  alter  my  retirement,  will 
allow  time  for  fiirtber  information,  and  due  consid- 
erstiou,  of  all  matters  relating  thereto.  Settlei^Dta 
with  a  person  in  this  trust,  which  could  not  be  made 
with  the  accounting  ofBcere  of  tbe  Government 
should  always  be  made  by  Congress,  and  before  the 
public.  Tbe  cause  of  the  delay,  in  presenting  these 
clums,  will  be  expired  to  tbe  committee  to  whom 
the  sabject  may  be  referred.     It  will,  I 


Consress  alone  could  dedde  on  it ;  and  tfaat,  from 
eonaideratioDS  of  delicacy.  It  would  have  been  high- 
ly improper  for  me  to  have  sought  it  from  CougreM 
at  an  earlier  period  than  that  wluch  is  now  proposed, 
the  eipiration  of  my  term  in  tMi  hi^  trust. 

Other  con^deratlons  ^)pear  to  me  to  operate 
with  great  force,  in  fiver  of  the  measure  which  I 
now  propose.  A  citiieo,  who  has  long  served  Ids 
country.  In  its  highest  trusts,  has  a  rieht,  if  he  has 
served  with  fidelity,  to  enjoy  undistorbed  tranquil- 
lity and  peace,  in  his  rettr^ent.  This  he  cannot 
expect  to  do,  unless  liis  conduct,  in  all  pecuiuary 
cODoems,  shall  be  placed,  by  severe  scrutiny,  on  a 
bads  aot  to  be  shakeo.  This,  therefore,  forme  a 
■ttoag  ittotive  with  me  fbr  the  inquiry  which  I  now 
invite.  The  p))U!o  msy  also  deriie  considenble 
advantage  from  the  precedent,  in  the  fiiture  Diove< 
meat  M^  tbe  Government.  It  being  known  that 
such  scrutiny  was  made,  in  my  case.  It  may  form  a 
new  and  strong  barrier  agidnst  the  abuse  of  tlw 
public  confidence  in  futore. 

JAXES  HOKBOK 

'WASBonnoa,  Cth  Annaiy,  18SS. 
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lite  MeaBage  was  reed,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
tlie  table  and  l)e  priiite4  Ur,  Isooam.  for  that 
pnipose  wAiving  a  motioD,  whidb  he  bad  nude, 
to  refer  it  to  a  Select  CoumiUtM. 

FbiDAT,  Jannarr  7. 
CHnM  d^ointt  the  United  Sffitet. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Webotib,  of  Ifasa.,  the 
House  went  into  Oommittee  of  tlie  Whole,  Qix. 
OoBDiOT  in  the  chur,)  on  the  bill  more  effeotiial- 
ly  to  pronde  for  Uie  punishment  of  certtun 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
pnrpoeea. 

[The  fbllowing  is  an  abstract  of  the  ivoTidona  of 
tUa  tnll,  as  origuiall;  reported  : 

Tbe  first  section  provides.  That,  if  tnj  peraoQ  or 
p«nons  within  anj  fort,  dock-jard,  Ac.,  sc.,  shall, 
wiUbUy  and  nuUdoudj,  bum  anj  dwelling  house,  or 
manaon  house,  or  any  store,  bam,  or  stable,  within 
tlie  curtilage  thereof,  everj  person  so  offeni^g,  his 
w  her  connseQora,  aiders,  and  BbetCort,  ahdl  be 
deemed  gniltj  of  felonj,  and  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  mffer  death. 

The  second  sectloo  proTides,  That,  If  any  person 
or  persons,  in  any  of  the  places  albresaid,  ihall,  wil- 
fiiOy  and  malicioasly,  set  fire  to,  or  ham,  or  other- 
wbe  destroy,  any  beacon,  or  any  other  bnlldiog, 
than  is  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  mentioned,  or 
any  timber,  Ac,  ko^  every  person  so  offtodiiiK,  his 
or  her  coinuuUora,  aiders,  and  abettars,  Bbail  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof;  be  pntusbed  by  fine,  not  exceeding  five 
tluMiBsad  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  and  confine- 
memt  to  hard  labor,  not  exceeding  ten  years,  accord- 
ingto  the  aggrATntion  of  the  oBence. 

^te  thlrdsBctltHi  provides,  That,  If  any  offence 
^aD  be  committed  in  any  of  the  plaeca  sforeesid, 
Ae  punishment  of  which  e&bnce  is  not  specially 
provided  for  by  any  law  of  the  United  States,  snch 
oflbnee  shall,  apon  a  oonvktion  In  any  court  of  the 
United  States  having  cognizance  thereof^  be  liable 
to,  and  receive  the  same  pnniahment  as  the  laws  of 
tte  State  in  which  such  fort,  dock-yard,  navy  yard, 
arsettal,  or  magaiina,  or  other  place,  oeded  as  afere- 
wd.  Is  aitnated,  provide  for  the  like  offence,  when 
eocomittod  vttlhin  the  body  of  any  ooenty  of  suoh 
fltale. 

The  foorth  section  provided,  niat,  if  any  peisoD 
or  persons  npon  the  sea,  or  in  any  arm  of  the  sea, 
or  In  any  river,  haven,  creek,  basiD,  or  bay,  within 
the  kdmjralty  and  maritlAe  jniiadiction  of  the  United 
Btatee,  shall  commit  the  crime  of  wilful  murder,  or 
impe,  every  person  so  offending,  his  or  her  counsel- 
lore,  aiders,  or  abettors,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felo- 
ay,  and  shall,  npon  cooviction  thereof,  soffer  death. 

Tbe  fifth  section  provides.  That,  if  any  person  or 
persona,  upon  the  sea,  or  in  any  other  of  the  plkces 
■foresaid,  witlua  the  admiralty  and  maritime  Juris- 
diction aforesaid,  shall  comioit  theft  by  force  or 
wioieiiee,  Jw.,  or  nm  away  with  vessel,  ic,  every 
penon  so  olbndiog,  his  or  her  eonnsellors,  ddcrs, 
and  abettors,  dull  be  deemed  gidlty  of  i^racy  and  fel- 
VBTj  and  ihiJI,  oo  conrletioDUiereof,  suffer  death. 

Tbe  ^th  section  provides,  That,  if  soy  person  or 
peiWMM  npon  the  sea,  ke.,  with  Intent  to  Hll,  rob, 
Meal,  commit  a  rape,  or  do  or  perpetrate  any  other 
Islony,  shall  break  or  enter  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat, 
or  raft ;  or  if  any  person  or  persona  shall  wilfully 
■ad  malidoosly  cnt,  spoil,  or  destroy,  any  cordage 
Vofc.  Tm.— 18 


cable,  buoys,  Ic.,  every  peison  so  off^ding,  shall 
be  punishable  by  fine,  not  exceedlog  one  thousand 
dollart,  and  by  imprisooment  and  confinement  to 
hard  labor,  not  exceeding  five  years. 

The  seventh  section  provides,  That,  If  any  peieoo 
.  '  persons,  lie,  ahsll  receive  stolen  money  or  goods, 
&0.,  every  person,  so  offending,  shall  be  punishable 
by  fine,  not  exceedlog  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
imprisonment  and  confinement  to  hard  labor,  not 
exceeding  three  yeara.  « 

The  eighth  section  pro^des.  That,  if  any  peraon 
or  persons  sliaU  plonder,  steal,  take  away,  or  destroy 
any  money,  goods,  &c.,  irom  any  vessel,  vhich  shall 
be  ia  distress,  or  which  shall  be  wrecked,  lost, 
stranded,  or  oast  away,  ftc.,  or  wilfiiUy  obatmct  the 
escape  of  any  penon  endeavoring  to  save  his  or  her 
life  from  such  ship,  or  vessel,  or  the  wreck  thereof; 
or,  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  pnt  out  any  &lse 
light  or  li^ts,  with  intention  to  bring  any  ship  or 
vessel  into  danger,  or  distress,  or  shipwreck  ;  every 
person,  so  offending,  his  or  her  counsellors,  uders, 
and  mbettora,  shall  be  punishsble  by  fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thonsand  dollars,  and  ImprlsontneDt  and 
confinement  to  hard  labor,  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

TheninU)  section  providea,  That,  If  any  master  or 
commander  of  any  ship,  or  veaasl,  beionging,  in 
whole,  or  In  part,  to  any  mtiien  or  dtiiena  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  dmiog  his  being  abroad,  ma- 
liciously, and  without  justifiable  causa,  fbrce  any 
officer  or  mariner,  of  soch  ship  or  vessel,  on  shore, 
or  leave  him  behind,  in  any  foreign  port,  Ac.,  he 
shall  be  punishable  by  fine,  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding 
six  tDonths. 

The  tenth  section  provides,  That,  If  any  person  or 
persons,  In  any  case  not  hereinbefore  specially  pro- 
vided for,  shall  wilfully  and  malicioasly  set  on  fire, 
or  bum,  or  otherwise  destroy,  ko.,  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel of  war  of  the  United  Stales,  whether  the  same 
be  on  fioat  or  building,  or  begun  to  be  boUt,  on  any 
dock-yard  of  the  U^ted  States,  every  person  so 
oDeniUag,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  suffer  death- 

Tbe  eleventh  seotion  provides.  That,  if  any  officer 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  gmlty  of  extortion, 
under  or  by  color  of  his  ofiice,  he  shall  be  punish- 
able by  fine,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or 
by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  one  year. 

The  twelfth  section  provides,  That,  if  any  person 
in  any  case,  matter,  hearing,  or  other  proceeding, 
when  so  oath  or  affirmaUon  shell  be  required  l«  ia 
taken  or  administered  uodec  or  by  any  laws  of  the 
United  States,  shall  commit  perjury,  he  shall  be 
puniahsble  by  fine,  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  and  confiaement  to 
bard  labor,  not  exceeding  five  years.  And  if  any 
perflon  shall  be  convicted  of  snbomatioD  of  peijury, 
he  shall  be  punished  by  Soe,  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars,  and  by  Imprisamueot  and  confine- 
ment (o  hard  labor,  not  exceeding  five  years. 

The  thirteenth  section  provides.  That,  if  any 
person,  upon  his  or  her  arraignment  npon  any  in- 
dictment before  any  court  of  ue  United  Stales  for 
any  offence,  not  eapilal,  shall  stand  mute,  or  viU 
not  answer  or  plead  to  sach  Indictment,  the  court 
shall,  notwithstanding,  proceed  to  the  trial  of  the 
person  so  standing  mate,  Ac  And  the  trial  of  aU 
offences  which  shall  be  committed  upon  the  sea,  or 
elsewhere  within  tbe  admiralty  and  maritime  Juris- 
diodon  of  the  United  Statw,  shall  be  In  the  district 
where  the  offender  Is  apprehended,  or  into  whi(di 
ha  may  be  first  brought 
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The  fonrteeiitb  section  provides,  That,  In  ereij 
cue  vhera  mj  criminil  conitcted  of  anj  oflfenoe 
•gijnit  the  Ucited  8ut«B,  Bhill  be  Bentenced  to  ini- 

C'igonment  and  confinenient  to  hard  labor,  it  iball 
l»«tU  for  the  court  bj  which  the  aenttiace  ia 
puaed,  to  order  the  Mme  to  be  executed  in  any 
■tate  priaoD  or  peniCentiarj,  within  the  diatrict 
where  auch  court  ii  holden,  the  nte  of  wbieli  priBon 
or  penitentiary  ehall  be  allowed  or  granted  hj  the 
L^ialature  of  aoeh  BUM  for  Boch  puipoaea ;  and  the 
•xpenses  attendant  npon  the  eiecnti<ai  of  aoch  len- 
tence  ahaU  be  paid  bv  the  Unit«d  StMea. 

The  fifteenth  aectlon  pi«Tide&  That  tte  Mreral 
Marts  of  the  Dnlted  Statee  ahall  hare  power  and 
authority,  in  all  caoea  of  eonrietion  before  then  of 
•nj  peraon  or  persona,  for  any  crime  or  oflenoe 
•gaingt  the  United  Sules,  in  their  diwnetlon,  to 
nqnire  any  person  or  persona,  so  conTicted,  to  ^ve 
security  bj  a  recogniianoe,  with  surety  or  (untiae 
to  keep  the  pMce,  he. 

The  sixteenth  section  prOTidea,  That,  if  any  per- 
aon who  shall  be  employed  aa  a  oaahler,  olerk,  or 
•errant,  in  the  Banli  of  tke  Unlled  States,  or  any  of 
ha  offleea,  shall  aCetl  or  embeule  the  money  or 
other  eRbota  of  the  Bank,  Ac^  he  shall  bepnniah^le 
by  floe,  not  exceeding  fire  Hiouaand  dollus,  and  by 
imprisonment  and  conBnement  to  bard  labor,  not 
•xoeeding  ten  yeais^  icoor^ng  to  the  aggraTation 
of  the  offence.] 

Tim  4th  section  (whioh  prvrides  for  tibe 
punishment  of  mtirdar,  ri^ie,  and  ureral  other 
Crimea,  wlien  oommitted  in  any  arm  of  the  aea, 
or  in  any  river,  haTen,  cteek,  basiii,  or  bay, 
-within  the  admiralty  and  maritime  jorisdicticHi 
of  the  U.  States)  being  under  oonsideratioa — 

Mr.  WicKum  moved,  aa  an  amendment,  to 
insert  Qm  following  words:  "and  not  within 
the  jnriadicti<ni  of  any  State  <«  territorial  gorern- 
ment"  He  explained  and  supported  the  amoid- 
ment,  as  Intended  to  prevent  colMons  between 
the  authority  of  the  General  and  State  Govem- 
menta.  The  admiralty  jurisdiction  of  the  Unit- 
ed BtBtea  had  been  olumed  and  exereised  with- 
in the  State  of  Eentnoky,  iod,  he  bdleved,  from 
the  month  ot  the  ICedssippi  to  St,  Lonia.  He 
conceived  the  State  governments  to  be  ontlrelj 
competent  to  inquire  into  and  pnnlah  crimes 
committed  within  their  own  Jurisdictions,  and 
tliat,  as  there  was  no  neoeaei^,  there  wonjd  be 
no  advantage,  in  ^ving  the  United  Btatea  oon- 
correntpower  to  do  the  same, 

til.  WXB8T1B  replied.  He  had  already  stated 
to  the  oonunittw  tJiat  one  of  tbe  prindpal  ob- 
jects in  framing  this  bilL  had  been,  to  avoid  a 
conflict  of  temtorial  JonsdiatioiiB  between  the 
United  States  and  the  several  Statea.  Bnt  it 
waa  the  first  time  he  had  heard  of  snch  an  extra- 
ordinary thing,  as  that  maritime  J arisdiction  had 
tieen  exercised  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
from  the  State  of  Sentnolcy ;  he  did  not  know 
that  any  person  had  dreamed  of  the  ap^cation 
of  SDch  a  Jnriadiction  there ;  and  Ur.  W .  said, 
he  thooght  that  those  who  had  exerdsed  it  must 
have  l>Gea  dreaming  themsolvee  at  the  time  they 
did  to.  The  class  of  crimes  prorided  for  in  this 
■eotion  not  only  might  happen,  but  bad  actually 
occurred,  withont  the  enstence  of  any  taw  to 
punisli  them.    Morden  had  been  oommitted  on 


board  our  own  ships  while  lying  in  the  harbon 
of  iormga  nations,  and,  for  want  of  snch  a  pro- 
vision, tney  had  gone  onponished.  He  knew 
that  the  State  governments  were  competent  to 
the  punishment  of  Crimea  eommitttMl.  nnder 
slmilsr  oironmstanoee,  in  any  harbor  or  river  of 
the  United  States;  bnt  they  were  usually  die- 
inclined  to  do  so,  oontidermg  the  crime  as  more 
parUculariy  committed  against  the  United  States. 
There  mkbt,  beeideH,  occur  mnch  difficulty, 
where  the  Donndaries  of  different  counties  enr- 
ronnded  Hie  same  bay,  in  deciding  within  which 
of  them  the  bet  happened.  In  bays,  Sk.,  which, 
thoQ^h  part  of  the  sea,  ww«  not  any  part  "  a 
the  high  seas,"  the  common  law  jmiBdictifm, 
and  the  admiral^  Jnrisdictioii,  were  concurrent: 
and  ehould  the  section  pass,  its  onl^  effect  woold 
be  to  provide  that,  if  the  State  did  not  try  the 
offender,  the  United  States  should.  As  the  in< 
terest  and  propertymore  immediately  concerned 
were  Choee  of  Uie  United  States,  it  was  not 
proper  to  leave  it  at  the  option  of  any  State, 
whether  ofienoea  against  them  should  be  pun- 
ished. 

Mr.  WiflKLon  refdled.  He  bad  stated  not 
his  opinion,  or  his  apprehensionB,  bnt  a  fact 
whioh  actually  e^ted.  Admiralty  jurisdiction 
had  been  olaimed,  and  had  been  exercised  witl^ 
in  his  native  State.  The  Jurisdiction  had  been 
exerdaed  in  Kentucky  by  a  tribunal  composed 
of  Judna,  who  were  not  in  the  habit  of  dream- 
ing on  legsl  Buljjecta,  and  the  question  was  now 
pending  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  The  section  provides  to  punish  what 
the  State*  are  thoneelTe*  competent  to  punish, 
and  in  a  manner  different  fivm  that  in  which, 


and  it  would  b 
tiie  punishment  of  eveiy  boatman  who  got  into 
a  fr^,  on  board  one  of  tbe  flat-bottomM  boats 
on  tbe  JfisrisuppL  into  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  Courts,  and  pnntsh  him  in  a  way  at  va- 
riance with  the  laws  of  Loaisiana.  I  (said  Mr. 
W.)  would  give  to  the  Statea  eiclnsiTe  jurisdic- 
tion within  their  own  territories.  Or,  if  the 
gentleman  intends  to  punish  only  crimes  com- 
mitted on  board  veeecls  of  the  United  States^ 
and  would  BO  modify  his  amendment  as  to  ac- 
complish that  object  alone,  he  would  agree  to  it. 
Bat  the  section,  as  it  stands,  said  Mr.  W.,  ia 
general  and  indiseriminate.  Mr,  W.  further  ob- 
Jeoted  to  it  as  bdng  withont  warrant  from  the 
constitution.  Tliat  instrument  g^ves  to  the 
Qeneral  Oovemment  so  power  to  prescribe  the 

SQDtshment  of  crimes,  nnder  an  admiralty  jmis- 
iction,  except  snch  as  are  committed  on  the 
high  sea^  or  are  offences  against  the  laws  of 
nations.  The  crimes  here  referred  to,  are  not 
committed  on  the  high  seas,  nor  are  they  nf- 
fenoea  against  the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  WsBSTEB  inquired,  whether  he  was  to 
nndertrtand  the  sentieman  fivm  Kentucky  m 
affirming  that  tne  constitution  gave  to  tlta 
Qeneral  Government  no  other  power  to  ponMt 
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crimes,  eioept  th»t  ooaUined  in  Uie  cHanae  he 
lutdjnst  qn<rt«dt 
In  answer  to  Ur,  Webbtib's  qaestJui — 
Mr.  WioELiFn  B<ud  be  did  not  we,  in  tlie 
etwadtnlioD,  any  delegated  power  to  define 
end  paoitk  the  odteioesdeeignalAdin  the  Motion 
nnder  ooDnderatiMi  vhen  committed  wiUiiD  the 
territorial  limita  <^a  State,  utw  did  he  think  it 
reBoltad  aa  necesaarr  to  earrj  into  effect  the 
powers  delegated  to  ttie  General  Goreniment. 

.».    »...». ij___^.__  '"-leqneation 

ant,  and  it 
was  nMnavea,  ayes  40,  noea  ttto. 

Jtx.  Euis  then  mo*ed  to  amend  the  Motion 
by  etriking  ont  the  words  ["ornme."]  This 
crime,  be  said,  was,  by  the  penal  oodea  of  most 


the  former  crime  might  be,  he  thoogbt  there 
oogbt  to  be  a  gradation  in  its  pnnisbment  below 
that  of  the  latl«r.  There  Iwd  been  in  many 
States  of  the  Union  an  endeavor  at  the  refonna- 
lioa  of  the  criminal  code—in  sereral  States  this 
had  been  effected  to  a  conaderaUe  extent,  and 
he  beliered  witboot  the  least  detriment  to  pab- 
£e  morals  or  to  pnblic  secnritj.  He  r^;retted 
to  perceive  that  the  Ic^alation  of  the  Btatea  was 
eroftsed  in  so  many  instaocee  by  the  proposed 
Irill,  and  that  the  old  exploded  system  of  panisb- 
ments  was  so  far  adopted  and  revived  by  it 
The  bill,  he  had  noderstixHi,  professed  to  be  an 
amelioration  of  the  exiating  laws — but,  if  it  crea- 
ted, sa  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  ih)m 
Kentochyj  (Hr.  Wioxurpa,}  sixteen  new  capital 
affitnces,  it  was,  instead  of  an  amelioradon, 
rather  an  aggravation  of  their  severity.  It  was 
easy  for  a  legislator  to  say,  that  tlioee  who  broke 
tiinngh  the  sslntary  restrants  which  tend  to 
preserve  sodety,  are  worthy  of  death — but,- 
where  it  was  fonnd,  on  experiment,  that  peoal- 
tiea  of  a  milder  form  were  equally  effectnol  in 
the  prevention  or  diminntion  of  crimes,  it  would 
not  do  to  insist  on  sooh  doctrine.  A  milder 
Bystem  had  been  tried,  and  no  increase  of  crimes 
had  occurred  beyond  the  proportioo  in  which 
popolation  bad  mnldplied — and,  while  that  was 
the  case,  he  cdioDld  £m1  bound  in  duty  to  oppose 
Uia  IhII  in  its  preeent  form,  at  least  by  his  vote, 
and  to  protest  ag«nst  all  needless  mnltiplicstion 
(rfca{dtal  poniatuneota. 

Mr.  Oaslat  wmiorted  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  r«iiiuy1vani&  chiefly  on  this 
groDttd,  that,  if  "r^e"  weremacedon  an  equal 
aMting  with  mnrder,  where  Uie  one  was  com- 
mittea  (he  other  woidd  ^nerslly  be  committed 
abcs  toprerent proseontion. 

Mr.  Wsanu  replied,  that  the  Oommitl« 
fbe  Jodi^ary  did  not  consider  themselves  t 
■trocted  to  re-modiiy  the  penal  policy  of  the 
United  States.  They  Lad  no  authority  to  do  so. 
Bbonld  the  tinte  come  when  the  Qovemment 
dMWld  see  flt  to  abolish  capital  puaishments  en- 
tirely, it  was  competent  to  do  so — but  the  pres- 
tnt  bill  wonld  be  found,  npon  tbe  whole,  to  be 
a  nutigatioa  of  the  laws  as  Uiey  previoosly  stood. 
He  did  not  know  that  he  sboold  otgect  to  the 


present  amendment,  inasmcoh  as  It  was  not 
probable  that  the  crime  referred  to  wonld  often 
occur  in  the  droumstanoee  provided  for ;  bat, 
as  to  the  crime  itself  he  never  wocld  consent 
that  it  should  be  punished  with  any  thing  less 
than  death.    The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Wbbstkb  then  moved  to  insert  a  seotioa 

the  bill,  wUoh  provides,  that,  if  any  offence 
._all  be  committed  on  board  of  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel belonging  to  any  dlisen  of  the  United  States, 
while  lying  In  a  pwt  or  place  within  the  jaris- 
diction  of  any  foreini  state  or  sovereigD,  it  shall 
be  cognizable  by  Uie  United  States  Oonrt  in 
the  same  manoer  as  if  committed  on  the  high 
with  a  proviso  tliat,  if  tried  abroad,  ^e 
ler  ahall  not  again  be  tried  at  home. 

To  this,  Mr.  FoBarra  objected,  as  nnneoeasa- 
_',  and  somewhat  dangerous ;  nnneoeasary, 
bwaoee  the  crimes  were  panisbable  by  foreign 
Governments ;  dangerous,  because  it  oonlained 
no  safeguard  against  a  citizen  who  had  been  tried 
and  acquitted  by  our  own  courts  being  after- 
wards tried  and  condemned  by  a  foreign  joria- 
"otion. 

Mr.  A.  SrEVXETBOir,  of  Virginia,  objected  to 
the  amendment  on  oonetitntiona]  grounds.  He 
denied  the  power  of  this  Glovemment  to  carry 
its  territorial  jurisdiction  within  the  jurisdiotioa 
of  another  sovereign.  The  received  doctrine  of 
the  law  of  nations  was,  that  the  Jnrisdiction  of 
any  sovereignty  was  oommengorate  with  the 
bonndariee  of  die  coostry  in  which  it  existed, 
eioept  when,  by  a  fiction,  it  was  supposed  ti 
acoompany  its  ambassadora  when  abroad.  Its 
artmes  when  on  a  march,  and  its  ships  of  war  t 
bnt  this  section  applied  to  private  aa  well  aa 
pnblic  ships,  and  he  denied  that  a  private  vessel 
conld  cany  the  United  States  junsdiotlou  with 
with  her  wherever  she  went. 

Mr.  WxBSTBB  explfuned,  and  agi^n  referred  to 
cases  where  crimes  had  been  committed  iKt 
board  oar  own  vessels,  but  had  gone  without 
punishment,  becanse  the  vessel  was  within  a  for- 
eign Jurisdiction.  It  was  a  case  tliat  might  baf^ 
pen  every  day.  Our  commerce  bad  spread  ov«^ 
sUseas;  it  extended  into  ail  the  bays  and  ascend- 
ed bU  the  rivers  of  the  worid.  But,  as  the  law 
now  stood,  tbe  moment  a  vessel  leA  the  high 
seas  and  entered  into  any  creek,  haven,  or  bay, 
the  persons  on  board  were  left  without  law ;  the 
crew  might  rise  and  murder  the  master,  or  oonir 
mit  any  other  outrage,  and  there  was  no  law 
whatever  to  pnuish  tbem.  As  much  as  two 
hundred  years  ago,  the  ueoesN^  of  some  audi 
provision  as  that  now  proposed,  had  been  Been 
by  the  Government  of  England,  and,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  8th,  a  staCate  was  enacted  to  punish 
at  home  crimes  committ^  on  board  En^iah 
ships  in  foreign  harbors.  Namerons  oonvictiona 
baa  taken  place  uader  that  statate,  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  of  which  was  the  case  of  Gov* 
emor  Wall,  who  was  tried  and  hanged  in  Eng- 
land for  a  morder  he  oommitted  at  Goree. 

It  is  objected,  said  he,  that  we  shall  UBorp 
inrisdictjon  where  it  does  not  belong  to  n^- 
but  tbe  object  of  this  section  is  to  protect  onr 
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own  propartj,  aad  paniBh  offenoea  oominittod 
•gainst  mu  Government  by  i\a  own  citizens. 
BnppOM  an  act  of  treason  against  tbe  United 
BtatM  were  planned  or  oommitted  without  the 
limitfl  of  onr  own  tenitoir,  wonld  the  United 
States  have  no  power  to  pnniah  it  ?  The  power 
to  eaaat,  the  prOTidons  of  this  aectiou  rests  on 
the  power  granted  bj  the  conadtation  to  pro- 
tect oommeroe — it  reata  on  the  same  gronna  aa 
the  lawa  ponlslung  certain  oriinM  agi^ost  tbe 
Poat-Offioe :  many  of  which  are  pnniihed  by 
death.  Eiuier  the  entire  elate  of  Crimea  he  had 
mentioned  are  absolntdy  diq)nn!Bhable,  or  the  j 
mtut  bie  pnniabed  br  the  laws  of  the  United 
Btatee.  As  to  the  danger  of  a  seoond  trial 
ftbroad,  after  the  aocnsed  has  once  been  tried 
at  home,  he  thonght  it  to  be  very  small — it 
was  posdble— 'the  man  might  go  back  to  the 
^iioe  where  he  bad  oommitted  the  offence,  and 
ne  might  be  Apprehended  and  tried  bj  a  for- 
eign tribnnal— Ddt  there  is  generally  little  in- 
olinaljou  to  meddle  in  snch  matters,  llie  foreign 
Government  nsaallj  considering  it  as  being  not 
their  affair.  Bnt,  if  the  Honse  saw  anj  du:ger 
In  the  provimon,  the;  would,  of  oonne,  refuse 
to  adopt  it 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  Insisted  on  his  objections  to 
tiiis  provision,  and  Biiggesl«d  that  a  provision 
might  be  made  to  tij  the  offender  ii  the  for- 
^gn  Qovemment  shall  refiiu  to  do  it — and  to 
prescribe  a  oonrse  of  proceeding  where  no 
Government  existed,  as  on  the  coast  of  AMoa, 
the  Muquesaa,  Sec 

Mr.  W  EBBTBB  suggested  mnoh  inoonvenienoe 
In  applying  to  know  whether  the  foreign  Gov- 
ernment did  retiue.  The  seat  of  government 
might  be  GOO  or  6,000  miles  from  where  the 
ship  lay — and  before  application  oonld  be  made, 
and  an  answer  obtained,  she  might  be  detained 
tiwre  for  yean,  Ac. 

Mr.  LiviirGSTOM  had  no  donbt  of  the  power 
of  the  Government  over  its  own  oitizeng;  in  all 
parts  of  the  worid,  bnt  he  oUeoted  to  the  sec- 
tion, becaaae  it  made  no  distmotion  respecting 
by  whom  or  npon  whom  the  crimes  ennmerat- 
ed,  were  committed.  A  theft  might,  for  ex- 
ample, be  oommitt«d  in  the  midst  of  the  harbor 
of  Liverpool,  by  some  one  of  the  inhabitants, 
on  board  an  Ameriosn  ship,  and,  according  to 
the  section,  the  thief  most  be  brought  off  to  the 
United  States  to  be  tried  and  punished.  Its 
proviuons,  too,  embraced  every  ofFence.  without 
distinction — crimes  against  tiie  local  police, 
fto.,  which  the  Unitea  States  might  find  great 
difficulty  in  deciding  upon.  He  feared  some 
difficulty  might  arise  with  for^gn  Governments, 
under  the  operation  of  such  a  provimon.  For, 
If  the  UnitM  States  courts  have  power  to  pan- 
ish.  they  have  also  power  to  bring  the  offender 
before  them,  and  a  man  who  stole  a  trifling 
article,  must  be  bronght  off  from  London 
Paris  to  be  tried  in  thu  countrv. 

Mr.  WxBBTKB  then  proposed  to  restrict  the 
■eotion  to  mnrder  ana  manslaughter,  and  to 
confine  it  to  offences  committed  "by  or  npon 
•Djr  person  bdon^ng  to  the  ship's  crew,  or 
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oowoderable  discussion,  the  latter  alteration 
waa  agreed  to.  but  the  words  "  mnrder  and 
manslaughter "  were  stricken  ont,  and  tho 
words  "  any  oStooe  "  were  restored. 

The  eth  section  providee  to  punish  running 
away  with  the  diip  or  her  cargo,  by  death. 

ilr.  'Webbtir  expressed  a  willingness  to 
chanm  this  punishment,  (hitherto  always  a»- 
gigneu  by  law  to  this  office,)  for  fine  and  im- 

Sisomnent,  if  the  committee  should  Jodge  the 
tter  penalty  snfBcient 

Mr.  Bdohahas,  of  Pennsylvania,  aaid  be 
highly  approved  of  the  general  featnres  of  this 
bifl.  It  was  a  disgrace  to  our  system  of  laws, 
that  no  provision  had  ever  been  made  for  the 
panishment  of  the  crimes  which  it  embraced, 
when  committed  in  places  within  the  exclusive 

{urisdiction  of  the  United  States.  He  thou^t, 
lowever,  that  the  penalty  of  death  was  too 
severe  to  be  annexed  to  the  description  <J 
crimes  contained  in  the  section  under  ccU' 
sideration. 

The  power  of  punishment  vested  in  Govern- 
ment, B^d  Mr.  B.,  results  &om  the  right  of  self- 
defence.  VengeULOe  belongs  not  to  man.  We 
should,  therefore,  be  careftu  not  to  inflict  pon- 
ishmenta  of  a  nature  more  severe  than  the 
safety  of  society  requires.  In  all  casee  where 
the  character  of  the  crime  does  not  involve  Bnch 
a  degree  of  moral  depravity  in  the  criminal  aa 
to  preclude  a  reasonable  hope  of  his  reforma- 
tion, it  would  be  both  mtjnst  and  cruel  in  the 
extreme,  to  deprive  him  ^  li&.  These  princi- 
nles  need  not  be  either  illnstrated  or  eoforoed 
before  this  committee. 

What,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  nature  of  the 
crimes  embraced  by  this  section!  One  clanae 
of  it  declares  that  the  passenger  on  board  of 
any  vesgel  who  eteab  and  carries  away  from 
it  goods  of  the  value  of  1,000  dollars,  shall 
BoSer  death.  Is  not  this  punishment  ont  of  all 
proportion  with  the  crime  t  la  it  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  society  that  death  should  be  the 
penal^  hi  such  a  case  f  la  it  poasible  that  a 
provision  of  this  nature  can,  in  the  present  im- 
proved stale  of  society,  be  incorporated  in  onr 
penal  code!  He  believed  not  The  other 
crimes  enumerated  in  the  sectioD,  although 
more  aggravated  than  the  one  jnst  mentioned, 
are  chiefly  offenoes  as^nst  the  right  of  prop- 
erty ;  and  a  distinction  has  generally  been 
made  between  such  crimes  and  those  which  are 
malum  in  se,  or  highly  criminal  by  the  laws  of 
nature. 

What,  stud  Mr.  B.,  is  the  oooseqnence  of  an- 
nexing cruel  punishment  to  crimes!  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  are  hmnane  and  com- 
passionate, and  when  the  feelings  of  society  are 
in  opfweiliou  to  the  lawa,  yon  cannot  carry 
them  into  exeontionl  The  humanity  of  juries 
ia  interposed  between  the  criminal  and  pimiab- 
meut.  The  highest  crimes  thus  often  pass  un 
puniahed ;  and  the  chance  of  esc^>e  is  in  pro- 
portion to  the  enormity  of  the  ofibnce.  Even 
after  oonviotlon  and  judgment,  we  know  bjr 
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ezp«rienoe  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  the 
tenoe  of  the  law  executed.  It  is  the  interest  of 
■ocietj,  therefore,  that,  in  the  degree  of  paniRh" 
meoC,  ioBtice  shoold  be  tempered  with  mera^ . 

Mr.  B.  observed,  he  had  been  a  member  of 
tlie  committee  which  reported  the  bill.  He 
might  hftve  mtrrvd  this  amendment  in  (he 
committee,  bat  had  ne^ected  to  do  so.  He 
tmsted  that  the  honorable  ohairnun,  (Mr. 
WiBBTKB,}  to  whom  we  were  bo  mnoh  iadebted 
fbr  the  bill,  woald  not  object  to  ib 

Hr.  B.  then  moved  to  etrike  ont  at  the 
end  of  the  section  now  nnder  oontdderatloD, 
flie  words — "  be  deemed  V"*!*?  "^  piracy  and 
felonv,  and  shall,  on  oonvicljon  tiiereof,  suf- 
fer death ; "  and  insert,  in  Ilea  thereof  the 
words,  "  be  poniahable  by  fine  not  exceeding 
(5,000,  and  by  imprisoimient  not  exoeeding  ten 
years." 

The  question  on  this  motion  bdng  taken, 
without  debate,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Before  the  committee  proceeded  to  the  next 
section  of  the  bill,  Ur.  P.  P.  Babbocb  ex- 
preaBed  a  denre  for  Airther  time  to  reflect  upon 
its  Tarions  and  important  proviEiona,  and,  with 
the  view  to  obt^  it,  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  which  motion  prevuled.  The  committee 
Toee  accordingly,  and  obtuned  leave  to  sit 
•gain. 

UoBDAT,  Jannary  10. 
Territoriai  JvkgeL. 

Kr.  T1.TL0R,  of  New  York,  offered  the 
towing  resolntion : 

**  Setalttd,  That  the  CommItt«e  on  the  Jndldary 
be  instincteil  (o  examine  and  report  to  this  Eooae, 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  irhat,  flirther  legiilative 
prorisiOD  Is  neceMary  far  the  impartial  admintstrv 
tion  «r  losiice  In  the  teniUrial  gOTernmeiHa  of  the 
United  States." 

In  oflbring  this  resolution,  Ur.  T.  said,  it  had 
become  hia  dn^  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Honse  to  this  saMoct  in  conaeqnence  of  certain 
oommnnications  ne  had  received  from  one  of 
the  territorietk  reqlu^tn|^  in  his  Jadgmenl^  the 
attention  of  Gongreas.  In  most  of  the  terri' 
toriea,  inferior  conrts  of  law  have  been  estah- 
bahed  by  their  local  le^slatores.  The  lodges 
of  these  courts  are  appointed  for  a  limited 
period,  unlets  maner  removed  hy  Oi^  Maeutma 
aatherity.  In  the  absence  of  the  governor,  the 
secretary  of  the  territory  exercises  all  the  pow- 
ers and  prerogatives  of  tiiat  officer.  Generally, 
he  ia  a  member  of  the  bar  and  a  practitioner  in 
the  territorial  oomts.  The  governors  are  fre- 
quently absent  from  their  territories  many 
months  in  snccesgion.  In  snch  case,  it  has 
hsftpened,  and,  nnless  prohibited  by  law,  may 
agam  h^>pen,  that  one  of  the  attorneys  on 
reocH^  in  a  csnse  depending  in  conrt;  appoints 
the  judges  to  try  the  canae,  holds  over  them 
the  power  of  removal  at  pleasnre,  and  exerts 
a  eontroUiog  influence  in  nxing  their  compen- 
sations. The  danger  of  this  power,  so  nn- 
frieodly  to  the  impartial  administration  of  Joa- 
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tice,  liecomea  more  a^arent  when  we  conddw 
the  inflaenoe  the  aotmg  governor  is  enable  of 
exerting  over  the  jarors.  Those,  being  ftefr 
holders,  generally  compose  the  class  of  citizens 
whiah  finish  most  of  the  candidates  for  the 
offices  of  sheriff  insticc,  coroner,  and  for  offioe 
in  the  militia.  In  addition,  then,  to  his  infln- 
enoe  with  the  conrt,  ariting  from  the  bete 
above  mentioned,  it  has  often  'happened  that  a 
portion  of  the  Jorors  impannelled  and  sworn  ta 
try  the  oanse,  have  stood  In  relation  to  one  <rf! 
the  attorneys  In  the  attitode  of  hnmble  sop* 
plianta  for  offioe. 

These  statements,  sud  Hr.  T.,  sre  not  made 
in  reference  to  any  partioolar  case  of  injnstioe 
which  mny  have  arisen;  bnt  the  facte  npoO 
which  they  are  founded  are  derived  from  very 
respecteble  anthority,  and  are  entitled  to  con- 
sideration. 

The  remoteness  of  the  territortee  fi-om  the 
seat  of  the  General  Government,  the  Imperfect 
reeponsibility  of  officers  there  to  the  people^ 
the  difficulty  of  detecting  and  pnnishing  abnsee 
which  may  exist,  unite  in  demanding  of  Con- 
gress the  removal,  so  far  as  m^  be  practicablft 
of  all  temptation  to  injoatice  or  opnreerion, 
The  partioolar  danger  to  which  he  had  allnded, 
Mr.  T.  said,  might  he  remedied  by  a  law  pro- 
hibiting the  person  exercising  the  office  of  eo^ 
emor  from  practising  as  attorney,  oonnsellor, 
or  solicitor,  m  the  ccnrts  of  the  territory  over 
which  he  may_  preside. 

This  prohibition,  it  was  beUeved,  would  fiu<- 
nish  ground  for  no  such  oompl^nt  on  the  part 
of  the  officer  whom  it  might  afibot.  The  secre- 
tary of  a  territory  eq]oys  a  salwy  from  the 
United  States  of  |1,000  a  year.  Our  district 
Jndges,  with  salaries,  many  of  which  are  not 
greater,  eand  for  consideratioiu  oert^idy  net 
more  important  to  the  public,  have  been  pro- 
hibiiod  engaging,  before  Other  and  indepeoaad 
jn<kee,  in  the  practice  of  law.  At  any  rata, 
B^d  Mr.  T.,  the  snbject  is  worthy  the  atteotioii 
of  the  appropriate  committee. 

The  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 

Penal  Latet  of  the  Uhittd  SUUm. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Hr.  WsMnB, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Qtr.  Ook- 
DioT  in  the  obtur,)  on  the  bill  farther  to  provide 
for  the  pnnifAunent  of  crimes  against  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BiADcns  rose  for  the  purpose  <d 
snggeeting  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  the  propriety  of 
a  modification  of  the  bill  now  before  the  ooi»- 
mittee — a  modification  which  had  respect  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  which,  if  adopted, 
would  ran  throngh  several  of  Its  parts.  He 
highly  approved  of  much  that  the  bill  con> 
talned,  and  thought  that  many  of  the  ofleneea 
it  contempbted  were  worthy  of  pnniahment; 
bnt  the  object  he  wished  to  attain,  in  the  modi- 
flcotion  he  now  suggested  was,  that  the  federal 
conrts  sliall  have  cc^izance  of  aU  oases  wheie 
punishment  was   neocomur,  Mid   irtiera  tlw 
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Bute  oonrtB  have  no  jnTiBdiction ;  bnt  that, 

irbere  the  State  conrte  Lave  juriBdiotion,  there 
none  dinnld  be  given  to  the  United  Btstee.  He 
vas  falljr  aware  that  the  snt^eot  was  one 
tended  with  inaoh  and  great  difficulty^ 
we  look  ftt  the  le^ishitiTe  department  of  the 
Government,  we  find  that  the  constitation  gives 
It  power  to  define  and  pnnieh  piradea  and 
feloniea,  committed  on  the  high  eeas,  and  of- 
fenoea  agaiiut  the  lawi  of  nations :  if  we  look 
to  tiie  JodiiM  department,  we  find  the  oonsti- 
totion  giving  it  JDrisdiction  over  all  caees  ol 
adrairaltraiuiruvildniejaiiediaticm.  Oenfining 
onr  attention  only  to  uie  legislative  power  of 
the  Government,  it  would  seem  tA  be  at ' 
limited  to  "  the  high  eeos ;  "  bnt,  if  we  gi 
to  thejodioial,  wennd  itimderthe  worda  ' 
minltr  and  tiuHtiine  JnriadictloD ;  "  terms,  the 
precise  import  of  which  there  is  maoh  difficult  j 
InaettJing.  Theqnestionaiisea,how£ardoesthis 
Bdmirattr  juriBdiotion  extendi  The  diffionlty 
of  marking  this  line  with  precirion,  none  knew 
better  than  the  gentleman  from  Massachneetts 
bimsel^  who  took  a  very  distingnished  part  in 
&  celebrated  ease  lately  armied  liefore  the  Sn- 

Cie  Oonrt  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
ed  malnlv  on  that  qneetioii.  In  another 
OAse,  where  the  same  qoestion  came  up,  Jndge 
Btory  devoted  seventy-fiTe  pages  to  the  discos- 
Bion  of  IL  It  is  the  opinion  of  some,  and  this 
distingnished  Jorist  is  one  of  the  nnmber,  that 
maritime  jorisdiction  extends  over  "  the  high 
aeaa,"  and  over  the  sea  ae  it  extends  into  bays, 
harbors,  rivarBi,  and  oreeks,  and  as  far  aa  it 
ebbe  and  flows.  Others  say  that  the  common 
law  Jurisdiotdon  extends  only  to  the  enclosed 
parts  of  the  ees.  If  the  first  of  these  opinions 
IS  the  correct  one,  then,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions irf  the  present  bill,  the  jnrisdlction  of 
the  federal  ooorts  will  spread  over  all  the  ti^s, 
harbors,  and  rivers  of  tne  TTnion,  aa  far  aa  ma 
tide  flows.  Ur.  B.  obeerved  that  he  shonld 
not  himself  ondertake  to  define  the  precise  ex- 
tent of  this  BO  oft^t  discnased  JnriBdiction; 
lint,  as  the  point  had  been  a  matter  of  contro- 
versy long  before  the  date  of  onr  oonatitntion, 
it  might  be  argned,  with  some  plannbility,  that 
tiie  CMose  in  §ie  oonatitntion  which  speaks  of 
piradee  and  felonies  "  on  the  high  seas,"  had 
Men  intended  to  settle  the  auestion.  It  was 
%  oontrovern-  which  had  called  forth  a  vast 
amonnt  of  talent  and  intcHigenoe ;  bat  withont 
pretending  to  settle  it,  he  conceived  that  every 
neoeesary  purpose  wonid  be  sabeerved,  if  the 
bill  shall  make  provision  for  the  punishment  of 
flrimee  committed  withont  and  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  several  States,  Kow,  it  was 
the  received  doctrine,  that  every  Stato  has 
jnrisdietion  as  fkr  as  ita  own  territorial  limits 
extend ;  and  these  limile  clearly  Include  all  the 
bays,  waters,  oreeka,  Ac.,  which  are  within  the 
State.  The  mnlJeman  mnst  well  recollect  the 
ease  where  mis  was  setUed  before  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  in  relation  to  the  State  of  Massachosetts. 
His  wish  was  to  avoid  all  collidinK  jurisdic- 
tiniB ;  and,  therefore,  it  was,  that  he  wished 


the  bill  modified  in  the  manner  he  had  stated. 
And  he  now  sni^ested,  with  that  view,  that 
the  bill  shonld  be  made  to  read  as  applying  to 
ofibnoes  committed  "  on  the  high  aeas,  and 
beyond  the  territorial  mrisdiotion  of  any  of  the 
States ; "  or  any  other  phraseology  whicdk 
wonld  attain  the  same  ol^ect.  He  believed  the 
langnage  in  the  former  law  was  "  ont  of  the 
Jnrudictionoftmy  particular  State."  Hetmst^d 
that  th^.honorable  member  from  Uaseachosetta 
wonld  not  objeot  to  snch  a  modification. 

]fr.  Webscxb  rose  in  reply ;  he  add  that  the 
member  from  Virginia  had  stated  with  great 
fturness  the  difficulty  which  attended  this  sab- 
ject;  and  if  he  qiprehended,  with  that  honor- 
able member,  that  any  disagreeable  collidoo 
conld  take  place  between  the  Federal  and  State 
anthtnitiee  from  the  passage  of  the  bill  as  it 


law  neretofbre  existing  on  this  subject,  pro- 
vided for  the  punishment  of  orimes  committed 
"  on  the  hi^h  seas,  or  in  any  bay,  harbor,  ba^n, 
creek,  or  nver,  oat  of  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
partdcoflr  State ;  "  bnt  he  had  expressly  steted, 
when  he  introdnoed  the  present  bill,  that  its 
object  was  to  carry  that  act  fbrther,  and  he 
wonld  now  asri^  some  of  the  reasons  which 
led  him  to  desire  it  The  power  to  ponish 
was  one  tot  which  no  Government  nowadays 
was  mooh  disposed  to  contend ;  and  the  ofienoes 
committed  within  the  federal  jurisdicUou  were, 
in  most  cases,  directed  agunst  the  United  8tat£c^ ' 
or  against  those  interests  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  eepecially  bound  to  protect.  The 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stetes  was  found 
chiefly  where  commerce  existed,  and  commerce 
was  an  interest  which  tbe  United  Butes  were 
pecnliarly  bound  to  protect — it  is  an  interest 
regulated  by  the  United  States— its  revenue  la 
given  to  the  United  Stat«s ;  and  tbe  hill  pro 
poses  to  give  (he  federal  courts  jurisdiction 
over  crimee  only  where  they  now  nave  juris- 
diotion  over  commerce.  The  crimes  most  mis- 
chievous were  crimes  against  the  property  of 
the  GovemmenL  Now  the  question  was, 
whether  the  General  Government  shall  devolve 
the  whole  burden  ^for  it  was  a  burden  and  not 
a  privilege)  of  punishing  crimes  against  itselt 
on  the  State  govermnents,  because  committed 
within  theu'  bounds.  In  taking  this  task  into 
their  own^onds,  the  Government  will  only  be 
acting  on  the  principle  which  has  governed  it 
from  ite  ori^ — offences  against  those  rights 
which  are  peculiarly  committed  to  ite  protection 
it  has  always  punished  in  its  own  courts,  sach 
as  connterfeitmg  the  national  coin,  forging  the 
national  eecurities,  &c.  There  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Stete  govemmente  from  pnnishing 
these  oEFences  as  well  as  others  wituin  their 
limits ;  yet  the  Federal  Government  has  never 
left  it  to  them.  The  great  objection  against 
leaving  the  task  of  punishing  to  the  State  gov- 
ernments is  the  burden  of  expense :  no  State 
government,  so  far  as  his  knowledge  extended, 
TeryanxioDs  to  take  this  burdeit— 
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none  were  t«i7  Bffibitiom  of  eztanding  their 
jnrisdictjon  in  this  rwpeot.  He  vonld  now 
state,  so  far  fu  bis  nndentandiag  of  it  went, 
how  the  power  of  poniBbtng  tliese  oriiiieti  osmo 
to  Ote  Qeneral  GoTeniment.  la  defining  the 
power  of  Congreaa,  the  oonHtJtation  mjb,  it 
BboU  eit«nd  to  the  defining  and  ponishing  of 
pbades  and  felonies  npon  the  h^h  Mas,  and 
aff&i(xa  agunst  the  law  of  nationa.  Whetlier 
the  oourtitDtion  osm  the  tarm  "  high  aeaa,"  in 
ita  BtrioU^  teehnioal  aenae,  or  in  a  seme  more 
mlvged,  Is  not  materiaL  The  oonatitntion 
tiiroi^^ont^  in  diatribnting  legialatire  power, 
baa  rrferenoe  to  Ita  indiciaf  exendm,  ana  bo,  in 
dJatrftniting  Jadidaf  power,  has  reepeot  to  the 
legialatiTe.  Ocmsress  may  provide  }>j  Uw  for 
the  punishment ;  ont  it  cannot  pnnish.  Now  it 
Ba^B  that  tJie  jnoida)  power  shall  extend  to  all 
cases  of  maritime  jnrisdiotion ;  and  it  has  lately 
been  argoed  that,  aa  soon  as  a  Jndioial  efBteai 
ia  org^ized,  it  nad  maritime  jnrisdiotion  at 
onoe,  bj'  the  oonstitnlion,  without  an^  law  to 
that  effect— bat  I  do  not  agree  to  tliis  doctrine 
— and  I  am  veiy  niT«  that  snch  has  not  been 
the  practice  of  our  OoTenunent  from  its  origin 
in  1789  till  now.  The  oonstitntaon  definea 
irhat  Bholl  be  the  otjjeota  of  jadinal  ponw,  and 
it  establidies  onl;'  a  Supreme  Oonrt — bat  in  the 
nbordinate  ooorta,  the  jimBdioticm  they  aboil 
exerdse  nmst  be  defined  br  Oongreaa ;  the  de- 
fining of  it  ia  essential  to  the  creation  of  those 
eonrta.  The  jadidal  power  Is  indeed  granUA 
hj  the  oonadtadon,  bat  it  is  not,  and  cannot  be 
eanviied  till  OongreM  establishes  the  conrts  by 
which  it  is  to  lie  BO  exercised.  And  I  hold 
tbeT«  ia  still  a  re^aom  of  Jndidal  power, 
which  baa  been  granted  b;  the  conatitation, 
and  is  not  jet  eiercised,  viz :  for  the  paniah- 
ment  of  crimes  committed  within  the  admiraltr 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  ooorta,  and 
▼et  not  vithont  the  Jnriadiotion  of  the  particn- 
lar  States.  Bo  the  oonstitntion  aays  tliat  the 
Dederot  coorta  shall  bsTe  tarisdicUon  of  all  dvil 
oasea  between  oitiiena  c^  diffbrent  Statea,  and 
yet  the  law  restricts  this  Jarisdiction  in  many 
respects — as  to  the  amonnt  sned  for,  &o. 
There  is  a  maas  of  power  intnut«d  to  Oongreas ; 
bnt  Congress  has  not  granted  it  all  to  specific 
ooorta,  md  thmefbre  the  oonrts  do  not  exerdse 
IL '  l%e  cons^tntjon  girea  to  Chmgress  l^ida- 
tiTo  power  in  all  oases  of  admiral^  jorisdl^on, 
froin  whence  has  occurred  one  <s  the  most  ez- 
traordinarr  of  all  (dronmstaaoes,  that  canses  of 
rerenne  bare  beewoe  oaaes  of  odminlt?  jnris- 
dietion.  The  canse  of  this  seems  to  be,  that; 
under  the  colonies,  these  canses  were  tried  by 
ft  jndge  of  the  Orown ;  In  :&)glaod  they  aie 
not  held  to  be  casesof  admirsltyjoriadiction; 
bnt  ore  tried  by  jories  in  the  conrt  of  ex- 
chequer. The  act  of  17S0  gives  to  the  Sistriot 
Oonrt  of  the  United  States  original  w^inizance 
of  all  cosee  of  admiralty  jnris^ction,  indnding 
HIT"  of  seizore ;  hmoe  tliat  very  state  of  things 
has  h^pened,  againat  which,  when  we  were 
otdonies,  we  were  petitioning  the  mother  conn- 
toy  ftir  a  hnndred  /ears,  (wMch  seems  to  show 


that  the  real  grievance  was  not  the  trial  <A 
those  oauees  withoat  a  jury,  bnt  by  a  jndge  k»- 
pointed  abroad  and  withont  our  consent.)  tSi, 
V.  BslA  that,  notwitliBtandiug  the  objection 
urged  against  the  bill,  it  would  be  foond  that 
the  law  now  existing  has  provided  for  the  jnri»- 
diction  the  bill  propoeea — tliat  ia,  for  the  pon- 
ifihment  of  crimes  committed  within  the  nuri- 
tdme  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  at  ths 
aame  time  within  the  jorisdiotion  of  the  States. 
The  act  of  1700,  If  It  had  stopped  at  the  wordi 
"  high  sess,"  would,  indeed,  hAve  exolnded  sodt 
a  Jnnsdiotion  aa  that  now  proposed— bat  it  does 
not  stop  there :  it  says,  dso,  "  and  in  all  bay& 
harbors,  creeka,"  dm.  Maut  things  are  directed 
to  be  pnnished  in  the  act  m  1790^  on  the  hi)^ 
seasi  which  are  neither  plradee  nor  felonies, 
although  the  conatitation,  nMoklng  of  the  judi- 
cial power,  restricts  it  to  pu«dies  and  fdtniies, 
which  would  infer  ttiat  the  conatitation  was 
then  held  to  grant  larger  power  by  the  other 
clause.  Sevwsl  other  lawa,  besides  that  of 
17lW,  give  ncpresB  anthority  for  the  extent  cd 
Jurisdiction  in  this  bilL  Mr.  W.  here  adverted 
to  the  act  of  Uay,  1890,  in  which  it  ia  decided 
that  admiral^  jurisdiction  extends  as  far  aa 
the  tide  ebbs  and  flows.  Ur.  W.  oondadad  hia 
remarks,  (of  which  onr  reporter  professes  to 
have  given  but  an  imperfoot  oatlui&  in  which 
he  doea-not  expect  to  have  attained  the  com- 
plete accuracy  desirable  in  a  view  of  le^  dis- 
cnariona,)  by  remartcio^  that,  if  he  peroeived 
any  danger  of  the  oolliaion  which  some  gentle- 
men  seemed  to  apprehend,  he  ahonld  be  the 
last  to  01^  any  bill  that  would  produce  it. 
We  might,  indeed,  get  along  withoat  the  meas- 
ure now  proposed — we  might  continue  to  limp 
and  halt  aa  we  have  hitherto  limped  and  halted 
— many  murders  would  go  unpunished,  and 
mnoh  United  States  property  would  be  left 
without  any  protection  from  the  United  States. 
If  we  went  into  any  harbor  of  the  country,  we 
should  see  leaa  of  ttie  State  ontbority  than  was 

Kiposed  to  be  left  untonohed  by  this  bilL 
e  commerce  there  is  all  rwileted  by  United 
Statea  laws — the  masters,  the  mariner^  the 
pilots,  are  all  under  regnlstions  of  the  nnit«d 
Statea — and  he  thought  that  the  crimes  com- 
mitted there  would  uao  be  moat  properly  pun- 
ished by  the  United  States,  if  its  Jurisdiction 
vaiy  lawfully  be  extended  to  them. 

WxDHxanxT,  January  IS. 
Wtitem  National  £oad, 

Ur,  Beeobxb  moved  that  the  Honse  go  Into 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  £e  oon- 
tinnalion  of  the  Oumberlond  Boad.  The  mo- 
tion prevailed — ayes  C7,  noea  65, 

The  House  went  into  oommittea  acoordingly, 
Ifr.  Stxruno  in  the  chaiTf  on  the  bill )  whim 
was  read.    When 

Hr.  Bkboskr,  of  Ohio,  rose,  and  observed, 
that  the  subject  to  which  he  was  now  about  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Honae,  was  ooe  which 
hod  been  before  Oongreas,  in  <««  toaa  ot  other, 
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for  nearly  «  qa&rt«r  of  a  ccmtmr.  The  object 
of  the  pr«Mnt  bill  vas  meraly  the  ooatiDoatiiHi 
of  a  great  oatiffiDal  road,  long  einoe  pknncd, 
and  in  part  6Z«oat«d.  It  was  on  uDdertaking 
that  did  honor  to  thia  natton,  which,  wtjt  in  ita 
Incipient  stage,  had  tHiea&j  been  prodaotave  oC 
great  ntility:  but  vhioh,  when  oompleted, 
would  b«  of  tiie  highest  importaooe  to  the  pnb- 
lio  welfare.  He  would  not  derote  ooy  time  to 
a  diaoiumon  of  the  oonstitnticHialitj  of  die  ol{jeot 
proposed.  The  power  of  Oongress  to  qipropri- 
ato  money  for  potposes  of  intenial  improve- 
ment had  lat«Iy  ondergone  a  Tery  foU  diaoasrion 
on  this  floor,  and  it  woold  be  otAj  a  waste  of 
time  to  travel  again  over  tbe  argmnenta  which 
bad  been  addncied.  He  took  it  for  granted 
that  tlie  question  was  now  at  rest.  He  oon- 
oeired  that  the  sense  of  the  nation  was  by  this 
time  well  nnderatood  aif  being  in  faror  of  a  sys- 
t«ni  of  internal  improrement,  to  be  oonduoted' 
on  enlarged  prind^ea,  and  witii  a  view  to  the 
good  of  tlie  whole  Union.  Hie  wisdom  of  sDoh 
a  syston  was  aoknowled^  by  many  who  were 
opposed  to  oommenoing  it  in  any  Dartioal&r  part 
of  t^e  conntij,  bnt  who  thoo^t  that  there 
most  first  be  a  general  surrey  of  the  whole 
ground,  and  then  that  the  varioos  parts  of  the 

Elan  shoold  be  begnn  in  different  parta  of  the 
'nion  at  the  same  time.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  anch  a  scheme  was  altooether  imprac- 
ticable, and  that  it  was  impoat^le  that  every 
otjjeot  should  be  delayed  till  all  of  them  coold 
go  on  together.  Was  there  txa  neoesei^  of 
this  matnal  snspidon  t  Ooold  the  members  of 
this  owifoderaoy,  and  of  this  House,  think  so 
injorionsly  of  each  other  as  to  suppose  that  they 
would  abandon  the  system  as  soon  as  eatih  dis- 
trict of  the  oonntry  had  secnred  its  own  oljeot  t 
For  himselC  be  should  binsb  at  sooh  en  idea. 
He  knew  of  no  TSlid  olgection  to  making  a  be- 
ginning of  the  system  now.  The  object  he  ad- 
vocated was  not  the  thought  of  a  moment  As 
early  as  the  year  1800,  Oongress  had  set  about 
the  design  of  consolidating,  by  the  means  of 
mntnal  and  eaayintercourse,  the  interests  of  the 
South  and  the  Weet  with  those  of  the  Eastern 
parts  of  our  Union.  The  dedgn  had  met  with 
muoh  opposition  j  bnt  the  good  sense  of  the 
House  1^  seen  toe  propriety  of  tbe  measnre — 
it  had  met  the  exigenoy ;  and,  trinmphiag  over 
pr^adioe,  had  aooompudied  the  beginning  of 
an  object  which,  if  pursued  and  carried  out, 
would  lead  to  resolts  of  the  most  important  and 
valuable  nature.  This  was  not  to  be  viewed 
aa  a  merely  Western  ol^jeot.  Thus  far,  it  had 
been  of  more  benefit  to  the  East  than  to  the 
West.  It  must  be'  viewed,  so  far,  as  an  Eastern 
en)enditure.  Although  the  ftmds  out  of  which 
it  bad  been  made  were  ecdlected  in  part  from 
the  scattered  and  scanty  peouniaiy  resooroee  of 
tbe  Western  States,  who,  fading  an  interest  in 
the  snocess  of  a  great  national  object,  had  will- 
ingly oMitribnted  to  aid  it^et  it  bad  been  to 
them  an  Eastern  olijeot  Tia  peoj^  who  first 
settled  in  Ohio  had  to  make  great  sacrifices  to 
do  thitf ;  bnt  ttutj  had  otteerMy  pat  ttior  bands 
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into  their  pockets — and  they  bad  done  so  m 
great  national  principles. 

It  had  been  said  by  some,  that  what  they 
oontribnted  was  not  a  ^fl  True,  it  was  noL 
Ndther  was  the  road  a  gift  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States.  The  conndera^on  on  tbe  part 
of  the  State  was  the  exoneration  of  the  pnblio 
lands  wilhiu  it  froiD  taxes  for  a  time :  bnt  the 
amonnt  thus  remitted  was  not  equal  to  what 
the  State  bad  paid  out  Th^had  been  told 
that  a  great  amoont  of  scbocd  lands  had  ben 
given  by  the  General  Qoremment  to  the  West- 
emStatM.  He  denied  tin  position:  not  afoot 
of  school  land  had  ever  been  given  to  the  State 
of  Ohio;  they  bad  all  been  pnrohaBed.  He 
grmiEed  that  the  reservation  of  the  lots  for  edu- 
cation out  of  the  public  lands,  oruinated  in  a 
benevolent  principle  on  the  part  of  tbe  General 
Government.  But,  it  was  also  true,  tbat  that 
retwvaljos  had  bean  a  l>enefit  to  the  Govem- 
mmL  TheoUeotofitwas  loud  the  sale  of 
the  puUio  lands,  by  holding  oat  to  settlers  tba 
benefits  of  aprovisioD  fbr  the  education  of  Ibdr 
children.  Tne  bnyer  looked  at  this  provisiMi, 
and  conMdered  it  as  a  part  of  what  he  was  par> 
chasing  when  he  paid  for  his  land.  Ttus  gave 
value  to  the  pnblio  land,  and  brought  money 
into  the  Treasury  a!  the  General  Government. 
These  school  lands  were,  therefore,  not  to  be 
oonndered  as  a  g\ft.  The  reservation,  no  donb^ 
operatod  as  a  great  benefit  to  the  West.  Tet 
the  benefit  was  strictly  mutual.  There  wer^ 
indeed,  some  cases  where  land  had  bem  granted 
to  endow  ooUeges,  and  tiie  like,  which  bad  man 
the  appearance  of  a  gift;  bnt  still  it  was  done 
on  thesame  principle.  This  iat«ation  was  made 
known,  wbrn  the  luids  were  set  op  for  sal^ 
and  it  helped  to  raise  tiieir  price,  and  led  to  a 
more  rapid  improvement  of  Uie  pnblio  pr(^>aty. 
Hr.  B.  sud  he  bad  made  these  observations  be- 
eonse  it  had  been  said,  not  only  out  of  door^ 
bnt  on  the  floor  of  this  Eonse,  and  at  the  last 
sesrion  (€  Oongress,  that  the  General  Oovwn- 
ment  hod  done  every  thing  for  tbe  Westen 
States ;  that  it  had  been  most  liberal  towards 
them:  nay,  tbat  it  had  oiriliui  them — and, 
therefore,  the  West  mnat  not  even  ask  for  any 
thing  more.  He  did  not  ask  tbe  rood  in  this 
bill  as  a  donation  to  the  Western  States — bathe 
asked  it  as  a  great  national  ot^eot,  end  on  ptin- 
dplee  of  national  policy.  In  the  first  plae^  it 
would  prove  a  conneotJug  link  between  the 
oomitry  on  the  MissisBippi  and  the  Atlantie  sea- 
board. Its  importance  on  this  ground  had  bera 
too  often  discussed,  and  too  long  and  universal- 
ly admitted,  to  be  disputed  now.  In  the  next 
places  he  would  consider  it  In  relation  to  an  ob- 
jection which  had  been  urged  in  the  debate  <n 
mtemal  improvunenta,  viz:  that  that  syatem 
woold  dve  general  ofienoe  by  leading  to  an  un- 
equal distribution  of  the  public  moneys;  " 
revenoe  woold  be  collected  at  one  exi 
of  the  Union,  and  expended  at  another.  _.  ... 
true  that  every  Government  oof^t  to  be  Just  as 
wdl  as  liberal,  and  dispense  its  benefits  witit  u 
equal  band.   Bat  how  doaa  (he  prindple  q^ 
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to  tbe  Mtml  itftto  of  thiogB  t  Vbat  has  alrMdr 
been  dona  Id  the  expenditure  of  the  pnblio 
(ondal  Vifbaea  mUlioni  of  dollara  were  ei- 
praided  annually,  trad  wltat  proportion  of  it 
vent  vest  of  the  Alleghany  Uoniitain  ?  Go 
into  the  Btstee  of  Kentncky,  Ohio,  Indiann,  and 
Zllinoi^  aai  see  what  proportion  of  what  tboee 
Statea  pwd  into  the  Trea0iu7,  was  expended 
vit^iin  tlieir  own  bounds.  He  would  not  enu- 
merate the  expeoditnree  ai  tbe  GoTeniment — 
•0  mnat  know  that  ahnost  Om  whole  of  them 
Ten  oa  this  side  of  tlie  moontainB— though  the 
popolatiea  was  not  u<«e  to  fifteen.  Thewhole 
<rf  the  poUie  inoneT'  expended  in  Eentnokj 
^roold  not  amount  to  what  the  mere  ooUaotJon 
eoBt  oo  the  eastof  the  Alleghany.  Many  of  the 
etjeots  of  tbe  expenditim  had  no  exietenoe  to 
the  West  Your  fbrta  yonr  H«ht-hoas«e,  yonr 
imy,  tbe  whole  oi*ll  lurt,  willi  the  exception 
of  <«e  or  two  jodgee,  and  Oie  Bepreseatativee 
in  Ocmgress,  enstea  to  the  East,  and  there  went 
tbe  greater  part  of  all  that  was  expended  (ot 
tbe  army.  What  eonality  was  here  I  It  could 
not  ba  muDtained  for  a  moment  Bat  now  a 
great  natioi 
ea  it  went, 

koa  anequd,  and  aa  snob  it  was  deaerring  of  tbe 
&vontUe  regard  of  this  House.  The  mere  ei- 
psn^tore  of  the  money  which  this  road  would 
eoet,  would  its^  be  a  great  benefit  to  Ohio, 
azMlbe  hoped  it  was  not  m^ttst  that  they  should 
hAve  ft  diue  of  the  publio  expenditare,  as  well 
as  oUmtb.  The  entire  earn  would  not  be  eqnal 
to  what  was  now  expended  in  some  small  ports 
tMx  ihe  Atlantic  eoasl;  The  bnllding  of  a  sm^ 
frigate  would  ooet  as  much  as  tbe  whole  road 
now  asked  for.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  complaining  of  the  en>enditnrea  to  the 
Sast ;  be  bad  himself  always  been  in  favor  of 
■nthoridng  whstevw  was  needed  fbr  tbe  nation- 
al welfive— 4ie  bad  supported  the  wpropriation 
li>r  tbe  Nafy,  as  wdl  as  those  for.  forUtlcatf ous 
— BO  bare  the  Westttv  members  lit  general,  al- 
ttioagli  they  might,  in  some  sense,  be  said  to  be 
imiiitereatealntaoeeexpeiiditaret.  They  view- 
ed Hiem  as  tending  to  the  common  benefit  of  &e 
nation,  and  they  ud  t&eerfUly  st^^iorted  them. 
ICr.  Oo<S,  of  miDoia,  then  rose,  and  obrarred, 
that  he  should  not  say  any  thing  in  addition  to 
whai  had  follen  tram  the  gentleman  from  Oliio, 
QCr.  Bkiobib,)  req)eetiog  the  iiati<»ial  expen- 
aitm«  east  of  the  mountains.  Independmt  of 
that  consderation  entirely,  the  Western  States 
bad  ft  daim  npcm  the  Qeneral  Gkivemment,  fbr 
tbe  road  now  proposed,  and  not  only  for  so  ' 
moch  of  it  as  was  now  proposed,  but  for  its 
eootinDalioii  quite  to  the  Htedsaippi.  But,  as 
the  BepresentatiTe  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  Hr, 
O.  said  he  could  not  consent  that  so  much  of 
file  two  per  cent,  on  tbe  tale  of  pnblic  lands,  as 
wfts  set  apart  fbr  the  benefit  of  that  State, 
dionld  go  to  be  expended  at  so  great  a  distance 
from  it.  He  wonld  not,  indeed,  adopt  the  prin- 
ciples and  spirit  of  Sbylook,  tn  pressing  the  bond 
of  the  Oenwal  GoyemmeDt  to  the  State  be  rep- 
naented,  but  as  its  BepteeentatiTe,  he  ooold 


never  give  his  Tote  to  tske  a  Aind  pledged  for 
ber  beoeflt,  and  lay  it  cot  on  so  distant  an  ob- 

S;  Bs  a  road  of  eighty  mites  from  Wfaeotingto 
esville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  would  not 
take  what  the  monifioence  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ^r  be  would  call  it  by  that  name) 
had  set  apart  to  make  a  road  to  Indiana,  Illinois 
and  Hisaouri,  to  be  spent  on  a  rosd,  which  did 
not  spproaoh  either  of  tbem ;  nor  would  he 
eonseot  that  money,  graoted  for  tbe  road  now 

Sroposed,  shonld  be  chained  on  that  toad.  In- 
isna  bad  surrendered  her  rights  ss  a  HOver^gn 
State,  (the  rigbt  to  tax  lands  for  five  years  after 
sale,}  on  condition  that  Oongress  would  apply 
two  per  cent,  on  the  sale  of  pablio  lands  to  the 
oonalmctian  of  rosda  leading  to  tbe  State.  For 
his  own  part,  he  was  not  so  sanguine  as  to  the 
proq>eot  of  seeing  a  great  national  tnmpike 
completed,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  seemed 
to  be.  He  did  not  expect  that  that  object  wonld 
be  aooomplidied  in  his  lifetime,  sbcnld  be  reach 
the  ordinary  age  of  man.  Nor  was  he  willing 
to  postpone  the  road  to  his  own  State  till  t^iat 
national  oljeot  wsa  accomplished,  and  the  pre^ 
ent  generation  had  passed  away ;  and  be  had 
long  since  made  op  his  mind  not  to  vote  for  Qm 
appropriation  of  any  more  money  which  was  to 
be  charged  on  the  two  per  cent,  fund,  mileea  it 
went  to  carry  the  road  entirely  tbroagb,  Oon- 
greas  had  appropriated  two  per  oent  to  the 
making  of  a  road  leading  to  DlinoU.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  propoaevto  pledge  it  for  a  road 
three  hundred  miles  short  «f  the  bounds  of  Hli- 
nois.  I  will  not  owsent  to  this.  If  Idtd,  Ishonld 
be  censored,  and  Justly,  by  those  who  sent  me 
here  as  the  goardian  of  dieir  interests.  TheLegis- 
latoree  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missonil, 
bad  each  passed  resolutions,  calling  on  Oongress 
Ibr  an  appropriation  to  this  oljject — it  wss  an  ob- 
ject of  deep  interest  to  all  those  States,  and  he 
should  be  departing  from  the  instructions  of  his 
oonstitoents,  if  he  gave  his  vote  fbr  a  road  In 
Ohio  only. 

Mr.  Beeoezb  rose  in  reply— he  declared  him- 
self to  be  disappointed,  both  in  tbe  quarter 
from  which  opposition  had  arisen,  and  in  the 

Erinciple  on  wmoh  it  was  founded.  He  thought 
e  baa  stated,  when  first  up,  with  snfflolentdis- 
tinotaesa,  that  tbe  appropriation  for  this  part  d 
the  road  was  a  matter  entirely  distinct  from  the 
two  per  cent,  reserved  from  tiie  proceeds  of  the 
publio  lands.  The  gentleman  from  lUinois  can- 
not bnt  know  tiiat  thst  is  already  pledged,  and 
already  expended ;  it  had  been  lud  ont  on  ft 
road  "toward"  the  State  of  Ulinois,  which  was 
tbe  very  langoa^e  of  the  veiy  act  pled^ng  it. 
He  would  not,  however,  cavil  about  thu  llttte 
two  per  cent,  ftmd — be  wished  to  place  tbe 
present  measure  on  a  broad  national  basis— on 
the  general  prinoiple  of  internal  improvemenl^ 
He  was  surprised  to  find  that  gentieman  lim- 
iting his  views  as  he  bsd  done,  and  narrowing 
himself  into  a  mere  agent  for  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. If  every  gentieman  on  this  floor  is  to  act 
on  snoh  a  principle,  this  House  will  be  convert- 
ed into  ft  body  of  disoi^aniserB,  and  Hb  aoti 
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most  teod,  Dot  to  union  and  natioiial  itmigdi, 
bnt  to  sepantion  and  nMioul  weakneae-^ 
was  bj  adopting  Urger  and  mora  nobl«  prind- 
tJm  that  tliiB  notion  wu  to  groir  uid  flonriah. 
The  geotlemsn  innatsoQ  a  road  that  ahall  reach 
Illinoia — but  how  will  he  get  It  theiy  t  on  Uie 
mera  two  per  cent  ftmdt  That  wh(de  And 
wu  not  efficient  to  make  tfae  road  ttirongti  one 
oonnt7  in  Indiana — it  would  not  ema  mart  the 
road  through  that  State— if  this  road  to  to  be 
Bono  on  with  at  all,  it  ia  to  be  done  on  the 
timda  of  the  nation,  and  not  on  a  pittanoe  <^  a 
two  per  cent  fond.  The  gentleman  wanta  to 
lajoDt  a  grand  national  road  BOO  mliea  long,  on 
a  fiind  that  will  never  raiae  one  million  of 
dollars ;  no,  not  more  than  $700,000,  Bnt 
11,600,000  has  alreodj  been  expended,  on  thla 
aame  fnnd,  whether  properlj  or  iuit,.i8  not  the 
qneetion.  No,  air,  s^d  Mr.  B,,  I  aak  gentle- 
men, and  I  ask  that  gentleman,  to  meet  me  on 
principlea  npon  which  alone  either  he  or  1  can 
be  benefitea  in  this  matter — on  grand  princi- 
plea of  general  national  adTaota^H-prinoiples 
whioh  animated  and  gave  aoooeea  to  tJioae  who 
flrat  broached  this  measure — prindplea  <hi  which 
had  been  based  the  acta  of  1808,  of  I80S,  of 
1812— and  on  which  all  that  had  been  done  to 
this  day  had  been  avowedlj  foouded.  For 
bimael^  he  had  candidlj  placed  the  o^ect  be- 
fore the  Eooae  in  its  true  light — aa  reqniring  a 
distinct  appropriaUon  for  which  there  was  to 
be  no  return  from  the  two  per  cent  ftmd,  or 
anj  other.  The  nation  is  abont  to  make  a 
road ;  and  if  the  nation  shall  aaj  it  is  best  to 
begin  it  at  the  MiwiBnppi  River,  I  will  give 
that  gentleman  mj  hand  to  support  the  meas- 
nra ;  but  I  presame  it  will  be  the  opinion  of 
the  nation,  naj,  I  do  not  donbt  the  gentlenum 
himaelf  will  allow  that  it  ia  better  to  begin 
where  the  road  liaa  now  been  diaoontinaed. 

Mr.  Jxssaiaa,  of  Indiana,  obeerved  that  he 
regretted  being  obliged  to  oppose  the  bill ;  bnt 
he  believed  that  the  history  of  t^e  measure^  in 
its  earlier  atogeai,  was  not  general];  known  or 
nnderstood.  In  the  original  compact  between 
the  6Ute  of  Ohio  and  tiie  TJaited  BUtes,  two 
per  cent,  ont  of  five  per  cent  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  pnblio  lands  was  reserved  for  the  par- 
pose  of  making  a  road  from  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  Ohio,  and  thence  throogh  the  State  of 
Ohio.  The  compact  did  not  prescribe  what 
kind  of  a  road  it  sbonld  be.  nor  with  what 
views  it  shonld  be  constmoteo,  whether  wilb  a 
national  view  or  not  Oongreas,  in  fulfilment 
of  this  contract,  had  thought  proper  to  moke 
each  a  road  as  was  not  to  be  foond  elsewhera 
in  the  United  States;  and  t^ey  continued  to 
oanr  it  forward  without  oonridering  what  the 
fimd  pledged  was  liketv  to  yield,  till  it  came 
west  of  the  Alleghany  Moontuns.  They  then 
(bond  that  the  whole  proceeds  of  the  fond  had 
been  swallowed  np,  and  more.  Then  an  ^pro- 
priatioD  was  asked  to  complete  the  road  on  the 
•anie  scale ;  some  difficolties  arose ;  and,  in 
1810,  the  appropriatioa  was  made,  with  a  pro- 


^  [er«  iir.  J.  quoted  the  act  of  181B.]  Th« 
compact  with  Indiana  was  not  similar  in  its 
terms  to  that  with  Ohio— it  preeoribed  a  spe- 
dflc  looatioB  for  the  road— bnt  the  qifm^Mu- 
tion  ocnld  not  be  obt^ned  on  any  other  on>di-> 
tion.  Two  yean  dnee  a  btQ  was  introdnoed 
into  the  Honse  to  r«ialr  the  Onmberland  road 
— and  he  had  offered  an  amendment  to  it,  with 
the  express  view  of  removing  the  restriction 
imposed  on  the  ftand  I^  the  act  of  1819  j 
which,  however,  he  was  mdnoed,  by  the  solid* 
tationa  of  bis  friends,  to  withdraw — he  hod  al- 
ways thoDght,  however,  that  the  Govemmeot 
kept  bod  &ith  with  the  State  of  Indiana.  He 
baa  a  reason  and  an  object  in  wishing  that  the 
road  may  be  located,  and  opened  afterward. 
The  whole  of  the  Amd  pledged  has  been  ex- 
pendedj  and  the  road  for  which  it  was  first 
pledgea  to  not  even  located.  The  State  of  In- 
diana has  no  authtMity  to  locate  it  That  can 
be  done  only  by  the  General  Oovemment  So 
that  all  to  kept  in  a  state  of  suspense,  and  noth- 
ing can  be  done  for  went  of  a  looation.  Bnti 
if  this  wera  onoe  efi^oted ;  if  an  appropriation 
were  granted,  first  to  locate  the  wnole  of  tho 
road,  I  would  then  be  willing  to  give  the  gen* 
tleman  enough  to  carry  the  road  m  a  compete 
state  to  ZeneaTille. 

Ur.  MoCox  vindicated  the  Govemmeat  from 
the  charge  of  a  violation  of  good  &ith.  The 
fnnd  had  been  pledged  to  make  a  road  toward 
Ohio,  not  from  Boston,  tmt  from  thto  city.  The 
Oongress  hod  done  it  not  throogh  any  ovei^ 
sight,  bnt  deliberately  and  advisedly.  Some 
difficulty  vos  experienced  in  getting  the  money 
— none  whatever  in  getting  the  pledge.  The 
road  does  lead  toward  Ohio,  He  ooncfaded  hto 
remarks,  (which  bein^  delivered  in  a  very  low 
tone  of  voice,  were  unperfectly  heard  by  the 
reporter,)  with  eipreMng  a  hope  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  would  not  nrevau. 

Ur.  Tkihblb  saia  he  had  risen,  not  with  any 
intentJoQ  of  detuning  the  Eonse,  but  fbr  the 
purpose  of  showing  tJiat  the  gentlenum  from 
Ulinoto  had  entirely  mistaken  the  compact  re- 
specting the  two  per  cent  If  there  was  any 
one  point  in  hie  whole  argnment  which  wait 
on  an  entire  misappreheninon  of  ftct,  it  wsa  hto 
view  of  this  subject  When  the  original  bond, 
as  the  gentleman  from  lUinois  hod  called  it 
wsa  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and 
Virginia,  territory  now  ooonpied  by  four  8tat«e 
was  but  a  wilderness.  It  was  yet  nnder  terri- 
torial Oovemment  when  the  act  of  Oongrese 
passed  allowing  the  eastern  diDin«n  to  form  a 
State  Qoverament;  and  by  the  eompaet  be- 
tween that  Btate  and  the  United  States,  a  i«- 
■ervation  of  two  per  cent  was  agreed  to  on 
both  sides,  to  be  nsed  in  maldng  roads  from  the 
navigable  waters  of  the  Atiantic  to  tht  3tai», 
(Ohio,)  and  thrtnigK  tht  tama.  Now,  suppose 
those  States  were  a  territory  still,  how  would 
you  begin  the  road  agreed  upon)    Yon  would 
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iMgin,  first,  B  road  to  it.  and  Uien  7011  iroold 
oany  the  road  through  U ;  but  Hut  dividing  of 
Om  t«iTitor7  into  Btatea  had  not  ohanged  the 
■tipuladon.  And  now,  to  examine  the  Bntfjeot 
in  relatioa  to  the  gwitlemsn's  own  State.  He 
inaiats  npwi  a  literal  fiilfilment  of  tlte  ooatraot, 
and  charges  the  Q«nenil  QoTentmrat  with  hav- 
ing violated  it  bj  ^^idjing  the  two  per  cent 
reaerved  to  the  expense  of  the  Onmberland 
road.  Bnt  what  doea  tiie  oontraot  tart  It 
B^B  the  reeerve  ahall  go  to  make  a  road  to  the 
Btate ;  and  the  gentleman  is  pleading  that  the 
road  must  be  tArougk  the  State.  It  is  himself 
that  is  violating  Uie  letter  of  Uie  oompoot 
(Nor  doea  this  argument,  for  a  liberal  conetrno- 
tion,  oome  with  &  very  good  graoe  from  Uie 
genUeman,  who  bims«Jf  but  lately  proposed 
that  the  load  shonld  be,  in  part,  exchanged  for 
a  canal.)  But  the  genUeman  must  remember 
that  there  are  two  parties — the  United  States  on 
the  one  mde,  and  Us  State  on  the  other.  Now 
the  question  reonrs,  where  must  the  road,  ao- 
eordiDg  to  the  compact,  be  oommenced  t    Shall 

Ka  b^in  it  at  the  KiHsiagippi!  This  would 
to  'tegin  b7  muHng  the  road  through  Uli- 
ntds,  whereas  the  oontraot  atipnlates  that  the 
ro«d  shall  first  be  made  to  that  State,  and  the 
two  per  cent  is  so  pledged.  The  oonatmotion 
of  the  (pntieman  is  agamst  both  the  letter  and 
the  spirit  of  the  oompaoL  Oongress  is  at  per- 
fbct  liberty  to  pledge  tiie  two  per  cent  if  thej 
■0  please.  For  himself^  Ur.  T.  s^d  he  felt  verj 
indifferent  whether  the  pledge  was  given  or 
not.  Bnt  now,  to  oome  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  matter,  we  have  loade  the  road,  said  Hr. 
T.,  as  far  as  Wheeling ;  this  is  a  road  Ur  the 
territory ;  we  are  now  to  make  a  road  thrtnigh 
iL  Where  shall  we  begin!  At  the  point 
where  'Uie  part  already  finished  terminates! 
Or  shall  we  go  on  wiUi  the  whole  at  onoet 
'Good  sense,  he  thought,  would  decide  that  the 
beginning  dtonld  be  made  at  'Wheelin{^  There 
was  the  great  thoroughfare  to  the  West ;  the 
oonntry  was  thiekly  seUled  and  peopled ;  and 
the  road  wooid  at  onoe  prodnce  the  greatest 
beneflta.  Shall  we  leave  this  and  go  to  the 
qwrsely  peopled  redone  of  niinolst  He  did 
not,  however,  intend  to  eater  further  into  tiie 
ntyect,  having  risen  merely  fbr  the  purpose  of 
answering  the  argnmeat  of  the  genHemra  from 

plipnia. 

ICr.  BsKoais  here  rose  to  say,  that,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Dliuois  (Mr.  Ooox)  wonld 
withdraw  the  amendment  he  had  offered,  he 
wonld  meet  his  views  by  striking  ont  that 
olanee  of  the  bill  which  goes  to  pledge  the  two 
per  oenL  fond. 

llr.  Cook  signified  his  intention  to  do  so, 
when  he  shonla  have  first  replied  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Tbublx.)  The  gen- 
tleman, sud  Mr.  0.,  has  presented  oertain  snp- 
poeed  views  of  mine  aboat  the  school  fond  in 
tUiuois  being  diverted  to  canalling  purposes, 
■nd  represents  me  as  bting  willing  in  that 
affair,  to  violate  the  compact  of  Illmois  with 
tlie  United  States,  olthon^  I  contend,  on  this 


oooanon,  fbr  ita  literal  interpretation  and  Mfll- 
ment.  Sir,  this  is  bo  glaring  an  attack  npon  my 
nnderstanding  and  coosistency,  that  1  cannot 
let  it  pass  witk>Qt  reply.  The  gentleman  has 
entirely  misBtated  my  propoeition  in  relation  to 


and  reimbnTBe  it  oat  of  the  toUs,  bat  I  did  not 
propose  even  this  arrangement  of  mere  oon- 
vemenoe  to  i>e  oarried  into  effect  without  the 
consent  of  the  State  legislature  first  asked  and 
obt^ed.  I  did  not,  therefore,  contemplate  the 
subtest  violation  of  the  compact 

He  sets  out  in  his  argument  with  a  fiwt  ot 
which  I  never  had  the  ^od  lack  even  to  hear 
till  he  ^ke  of  itj  viz :  an  agreement  of  Vir- 
ginia with  the  Umted  States  on  the  suli^eot  t^ 
thu  road.  Now  I  always  had  thonght  that  the 
first  agreement  respecting  it  was  mode  wiA 
Ohio.  I  never  head  of  BOoh  a  compact  as  that 
he  speaks  ot  He  objects  to  my  interpretation 
of  the  agreement  of  the  General  Govenunent 
with  Illinois,  as  thongh  I  wanted,  on  that  agree- 
ment, a  road  to  be  oonsti^oted  through  my  own 
State.  But,  At,  MisBOnri  lies  beyond  Ulinois, 
and  if  my  oonstraction  be  a  somkd  one,  as  the 
hoA  of  MisBonri  also  is  pledged,  the  road  most 
reach  Uiaaonri,  and  will,  of  course,  traverse 
Blinois.  I  hold,  therefore,  that  my  argument 
has  not  been  shaken  by  the  gentleman  frtmx 
Eentncky,  (itr.  Tbikble.)  I  shall,  however, 
now  withdraw  the  amenmnent  I  offered,  and 
allow  the  gentleman  fhnn  Ohio  (Mr.  Bbxohxb) 
an  opportimil7  to  get  at  work  npon  the  road  as 
soon  as  he  can,  assuring  him  that  I  shsll  rqoioe 
in  his  snooeBs. 

Mr.  BnoBiB  then  moved  to  strike  out  all 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  otHttaina  the  pledge 
above  allnded  to.  He  stated,  in  explanation, 
that  the  clanse  had  been  taken  fkim  the  former 
aot^  in  all  of  which  it  was  to  be  fonnd.  When 
it  was  nrmHMed  in  the  committee  which  pre- 
pared tne  bill,  to  retain  tiiis  clanse,  he  was  mm- 
eelf  opposed  to  it— for  he  considered  the  pledge 
as  amounting  to  nothing^  the  ftmd  beiog  alreaar 
expended.  It  thia  measure  snooeeded  at  all,  ft 
mnM  nooeed  on  grand  natituial  prini^plea,  and 
on  these  alone  the  appropriation  mnst  De  made^ 
He  thought  it  beat  to  De  oandid,  and  at  once  to 
plaoe  the  ohjeot  on  ita  real  grounds.  He  was 
ooofldent  that  sooh  a  course  d  this  House  oould 
never  operate  to  ii\]are  the  bill. 

The  question  wob  then  put  on  striking  on^ 
and  there  rose  in  its  &vor  63,  against  it  47 ; 
which  not  amounting  to  a  qnonun  of  the 
House,  and  the  Ohalrman  being  about  agidn  to 
put  the  qneBti<m,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BnoBB% 
the  comnuttee  rose,  and,  having  ohtuned  leave 
to  sit  again, 

The  House  adjourned. 

TKUBsnAT,  January  18. 

Omtiniuation  iff  tht  CvmJ>»rla7id  Soad. 

The  Hoose  proceeded  to  the  imflidshed  bnri- 

nees  of  yesterday,  and  went  into  Oommittee  ef 
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Ut»  Wbole,  (Ur.  BrBBLHTB,  of  Oonnecticiit,  In 
the  ohsir,)  on  the  bill  to  oontino«  Uie  Comber' 
land  road ;  and  tbe  qaeetion  being  on  Ute  mo- 
tion of  Mr  BEioiQtB,  to  strikesot  that  part  of 
tbe  bill  wnich  goes  to  pledge  the  9  per  oent. 
fluid  aiMng  from  the  sale  of  tbe  pnhuo  landa, 
to  rdmbnne  the  mm  ^tpropriated, 

Ur.  UcDuFin,  of  Bontb  Oorolina,  nae,  and 
aM  that  he  viehed  deari^  to  understand  vhat 
woold  be  tbe  effect  of  tbe  proTinona  of  the 
bill,  and  for  that  pnrpow  be  had  riien  to  in- 
qnire  what  was  the  present  oonditdon  of  thli 
fiiud  of  3  per  oent.  of  the  tales  of  tbe  pnblio 
lands  t  If  he  hod  bees  oorrectlj  informed,  the 
proceeds  of  that  fimd  were  all  exhaneted  on  the 
Onmberland  road,  and  tbe  monernow  to  be 
^>pn>priated  was  to  be  advanoed  on  a  food 
vhioh  voold  aot  jield  aaj  retnnu,  perhaps,  In 
fUtj  Tears,  perhaps  nevBr.  He  wished  to  meet 
tlie  qaea^n  taiilj ;  and,  if  the  mooej  was  to 
be  ^v«i  oat  of  the  TreastBT  tcv  the  ol^eot  pro- 
powd,  he  wished  at  once  to  know  it,  (hat  the* 
Eonse  misht  not  pnt  on  the  statute  book  an 
act  in  a  deceptive  form,  pnrporting  that  the 
moner  granted  is  to  be  retomed,  nwa  no  each 
thing  is  e:q>ected. 

As  the  matter  now  stood,  he  should  vote 
■gunat  the  bill ;  bnt  he  wished  for  farther  in- 
formation, and  hoped  that  some  of  the  gentle^ 
men  who  bad  the  charge  of  the  bill  would  favor 
him  by  stating  tbe  tme  ritoation  of  ihe  ftmd. 

Ur,  Rabkdi,  of  Ifiwissippi,  observed,'  that, 
ae  it  waa  his  porpose  to  oppose  the  bill,  he 
might  as  well  take  this  time  as  anj  other  to 
present  bis  objeotjons  to  it  He  felt  assared 
that  he  shoold  not  be  so  far  miaanderBtood  as 
to  have  it  supposed  bj  anj  gentleman  on  that 
floor,  that  he  was  otherwise  than  Mendlj-  dis- 
posed toward  the  ^^tem  of  internal  improve- 
ment on  whi(&  the  Honse  and  the  nation  bad 
last  year  entered,  and  be  was  eqoallj  certain 
that  his  fiaonda  from  the  West  wonld  not  sos- 

rt  him  of  l>eing  hostile  to  their  interest ;  for, 
any  part  of  the  whole  Western  oonntry 
might  be  said  to  be  doeetj  connected  in  inter- 
est with  the  Btate  be  represented,  it  was  that 
in  which  the  contemplated  otject  was  proposed 
to  be  oarried  into  effect  Bnt,  be  did  not 
think  the  coarse  proposed  was  the  best  to  be  at 
resent  pnraned.  Ilie  great  Bystem  of  Internal 
irovements  onght  not  thns  to  be  commenced 
in  detail.  What  had  last  session  been  done  as 
A  commencement  of  the  system,  had  been  done 
OD  a  scale,  and  in  a  manner,  worth;  of  the  na- 
ttm.  The  first  stop  tn  snch  a  plan  was  to  have 
a  fall  BDTvey  of  the  whole  field  of  operation^ 
and  then  to  consider  what  parts  of  the  general 
^«tem  require  the  first  attention. 

The  observstions  which  had  so  r^teatedly 
been  made  by  the  gcntieman  from  Ohio,  (Ur. 
Besoexb,)  as  to  the  comparative  eipenditurea 
on  the  east  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  AUe- 
^laules,  were  calcolated  to  show  thst  tbe  com- 
mencement of  the  plan,  in  the  manner  now 
proposed,  or  in  any  manner  similar  to  it,  had  a 
oiieot  tendenqr  to  aroou  sectional  feeling  and 


pre 
Imi 


awaken  local  Jealoosies.  I^ 'Indeed,  as  had 
been  contended  by  the  gentleman,  tbe  Govern- 
ment is  bonnd  by  oontraot  to  make  this  road, 
why,  then,  it  must  be  made ;  but,  if  not,  and  if 
this  measore  stood  on  the  same  gromid  of  ito 
own  independent  merita  as  any  ouier  object  of 
internal  irapTOvement,  then  it  was  proper  to 
panse  and  oonsider  whether  the  conrse  pro- 
posed was  the  wisest  and  best.  It  was  his  own 
opinion  thst  the  Govemmrait  is  not  bonnd  by 
any  contract  to  go  on  with  the  Onmberland 
road.  The  first  act  on  this  satyect  was  that  in 
1802,  wlien  &  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  pnblio  lands  was  reserved  for  the 
purpose  of  Tuating  a  mad  from  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Atiantio  to  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  Ohio.  Tbe  great  object  of  this  reserva- 
tion was,  that  a  ch^  of  oommnnioation  might 
be  opened  and  secured  I>etween  the  States  <ai 
the  Atlantic  and  the  States  on  the  Western 
waters.  Tliis  leading  otfject  of  the  original 
oontract  was  to  be  taken  as  a  guide  in  the  in- 
terpretation of  all  the  snlMeqnent  contrada 
which  were  entered  into  on  the  same  general 
snttjeet  Ntme  of  those  contracts  except  tita 
first,  stated  where  the  atipnlated  road  was  to 
raajrom.  One  said  it  waa  to  ran  to  Indiana; 
another,  that  It  was  to  run  tc  Illinois,  &<i, ;  bnt, 
for  sn^t  in  those  compacts,  it  might  start  flrcnn 
Detroit^  or  from  Boston,  or  from  Charleston,  or 
any  other  point  in  the  Union.  The  great  ot>- 
ject  was  to  secure  a  line  of  connection  between 
the  Atlantic  and  Weetem  Stotea,  and  this  mnat 
constantly  be  kept  in  view  in  interpreting  the 
terms  to  and  /rom,  as  they  occur  in  those  con^ 
tracts.  This  construction  presents  an  ottteot 
which  was  worthy  of  the  legislation  of  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  well  known  that  tiie  three 
KMt  Western  States  were  already  sufGciently 
und  to  each  other  by  their  relative  situation; 
their  interests  were  all  closely  allied,  and  the; 
needed  nothing  to  draw  the  bands  cloeer,  or 
render  them  stronger.  Bnt  it  was  not  so  with 
respect  to  them  and  the  Atlantic  States.  Be- 
tween them  waa  interposed  a  barrier  of  monn- 
taing,  the  natural  effect  of  which  was  to  sepa- 
rate their  interests,  and  alienat«  their  attach- 
ment  from  each  other.  Congress  wished,  so 
far  as  posrable,  to  do  away  this  barrier,  and 
consolioate  the  interests  of  the  Eastern  and 
Western  parta  of  the  Union,  by  establishing  a 
chain  of  direct  and  easy  intereonrse  between 
them.  Another  reason  in  favor  of  this  con- 
struction  was  the  uniform  course  of  the  legisla- 
tion which  had  been  pursued  on  this  suojecL 
The  original  contract  with  the  State  of  Ohio 
was  made  in  1802.  In  1606,  the  appropriation 
was  mode  for  the  Cumberland  road ;  and  every 
subsequent  act  from  1800  to  1819,  bad  bad  the 
same  nntform  design  and  tendency,  viz :  to  con- 
nect the  Eastern  and  tbe  Western  States.  The 
last  pledge  of  the  2  per  cent:  fund  waa  made  in 
1819  ;  those  prior  had  been  only  of  so  much 
of  the  fund  as  arose  fhim  lands  in  Ohio: 
then  followed  the  pledge  of  the  2  per  oentsi 
from  Ohio  and  Indiwa;  then  of  those  of  Ohi<\ 


bduoft,  md  Illmois.    He  presumed  Hie  latter 
WM  mtde  with  the  ootuent  nt  lUlnoia. 

Hr.  UoLiAN,  of  Ohio,  then  rose,  sod  ad- 
drMsed  the  committee  as  folloirs : 

Coining  as  I  do  &om  a  section  of  the  conit- 
Irj  tbronih  which  this  road  is  ezpeotod  to  pass, 
■nd  entertainiiUF  tiie  newi  I  do  as  to  the  great 
benefits  that  wiQ  resnlt  from  it  not  only  to  the 
particolar  part  of  the  oonnbr  uiroDgfa  which  it 
mafbe  oonstmoted,  bnt  to  the  United  States  in 
general,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  iatj  to  contribute 
Biy  fteble  ezertionB  fbr  tbe  aooomplishment  of 
the  olgect  The  friends  of  this  bill  are  willing 
it  should  be  considered  bj  OonKress  without 
t«ference  to  that  provinon  oontamed  in  it,  for 
refonding  the  q>propiiation  for  the  2  per  cent. 
flmd.  It  is  presented  to  the  oonmderafion  of 
the  committee  as  a  great  national  object,  and,  ai 
nob,  we  ask  and  hope  for  its  panage. 

Mr.  Ohainnan,  the  commencement  and  com- 
rietion  of  the  national  tnmpika  road  to  Wheel- 
ing, has  been  received  bj  the  Test  as  a  snre 
indication  that  a  great  national  road  wonld  be 
eonstmoted,  onder  the  auspices  of  the  General 
GoTcniment,  thronffh  the  Btatea  north  of  the 
Ohio,  to  the  Ifissiasippi  Rirer.  In  the  comple- 
ttm  of  this  work,  the  Westem  States  are  not 
^ne  int«reBted ;  the  Eastern  and  Uiddle  States, 
if  not  to  the  same  extoit,  are,  notwithstand- 
ing, so  fiv  uit«rested,  as  U>  ensure,  on  their 
put,  I  trast,  a  most  hearty  concnirence  i 

port  of  the  measure.    It  wonld  perhaps 

kind  to  anticipate  any  thing  like  a  nnited  oppo- 
■ititm  from  ai^  section  (^  tiie  country ;  for,  so 

rual  are  the  benefits  which  will  molt  from 
that,  to  snppcee  ai^  hostility  from  the 
Scnth,  or  the  Noilh,  wonld  ascribe  to  tfaem  lees 
Bberali^  of  fbeling  than  I  am  oonscions  they 
po— eas.  Sore  I  am,  sir.  as  it  rworda  myself 
and,  in  this  i-eq>eot,  I  beUeve  I  codd  answer  fbr 
the  jrantlemen  of  the  Weet  In  general,  a  moat 
ooroUl  oo-operalibn  would  not  by  them  be 
Tithheld  from  any  measnre  calonlated,  jn  equal 
«act«nt,  to  promote  the  interest  of  any  section 
of  the  Union. 

Ur.  Chairman,  the  claims  we  have,  from  the 
waA  already  eieanted,  are  entitled  to  the 
nspectfnl  oonriderotion  of  every  gentleman. 
Bnt,  the  general  good  that  will  resnlt  from  the 
wcn'k,  is  of  itself  a  oonrideration  soffi^ent,  it 
■eema  to  me,  to  secure  tlie  fovorabte  opinitm  of 
erery  member  of  this  Eonse  who  is  dispoaed  to 
Mnetion  an  internal  pcdioy,  more  oalonl^ed 
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1  pcdiOY, 
Hub  any  ottier  to  promote  the  great  tntcr««t8<^ 
fbe  nati«i.    Some,  petiiqx,  who  may  be  i 
friendiy  to  the  polioy,  or  m^  feel  hostila 


tius  rcttd,  may  make  some  objections  <n  ao- 
eonnt  of  the  expense  which  has  been  inonrred 
in  making  that  part  of  it  already  eiecnted. 
Ttua,  however,  can  affiBd  no  snbetantial  ot^ec- 
ttons  to  its  proeeention  and  completion.  If 
any  abnse  haa  existed,  the  knowledge  of  its  ex- 
istence p<nnts  ont  the  sorest  method  of  gnard- 
ing  agamat  it  in  fhtore.  Some  experience  has 
been  aeqnired  which,  in  Tn»Hng  improvements 
wt  tfaia  deaoription,  ia  of  inauonlable  valne. 


[H.  or  B. 

The  price  of  labor  is  now  greatly  rednced,  and 
every  oonrideration  aeams  to  point  ont  the  pros- 
ent  as  the  most  &vorable  period  for  the  exten- 
sion of  this  great  national  work. 

Mr.  Obaiiman,  those  who  have  travelled  this 
road  to  Wheeling,  or  who  redde  npon  it,  are 
only  capable  of  properly  appreciating  its  ad- 
vantages. 

In  a  favorable  season  for  emigration,  the 
traveller  npon  this  highway  will  scarcely  lose 
sight  gf  paBsengera,  of  some  de6cription.  Hon- 
dreds  of  families  are  seen  migrating  to  the 
Wast  with  ease  and  comfort.  Drovers  from 
the  West,  with  their  cattie,  of  almost  every  de- 
soription,  are  seen  pas^ng  eastward,  Heeking  a 
market  on  this  side  of  the  moontaina.  Indeed, 
this  road  may  be  compared  to  a  great  street^  or 
thoroogh&re,  throng  some  popnlons  city-—  - 
travellers  on  fbot,  oo  horseback,  and  in  car- 
riages, are  seen  mingling  on  its  paved  surface, 
all  seeming  to  ei^oy  the  pleasure  of  the  Jonr> 
ney,  and  to  have  a  oonscionsneae  of  the  great 
benefits  derived  from  it.  With  much  propriety 
may  it  be  called  a  national  road :  for  its  aovan- 
tagee  are  so  difflislTe,  that  no  other  term  would 
be  found  eqnally  appropriate.  In  another  point 
of  view  the  name  is  proper — it  is  the  only  last- 
ing mtmument  of  the  kind  that  has  been  con- 
strncted  by  the  beneficence  of  the  nation,  and 
should  this  road  be  completed,  and  none  otb» 
of  a  national  character,  advancing  the  internal 
prosperity  of  the  country,  be  constroctcd,  it 
would  of  itself  constitute  a  more  durable  mon- 
nment  of  ita  glory,  than  has  been  left  by  any  t4 
the  free  Oovemmenta  which  have  preceded  oar 
Republic. 

Sir,  I  deify  any  man  of  ordinary  sensibility, 
or  common  patriotisDi,  to  travel  that  part  of 
this  road  which  haa  been  completed,  and  not  to 
feel  proud  of  his  conntry.  I  will  venture  to 
assert,  however  strongly  it  ws^  be  oontmvert- 
ed,  that  no  sum  of  money,  of  the  same  amonnty 
has  been  appropriated  from  the  Treasury,  sinoa 
the  adoption  of  our  conalitution,  so  much  to 
the  advancement  of  the  public  interest 

Sir,  oil  who  feel  a  proper  degree  of  intereet^ 
it  appears  to  me,  in  preewving  oor  ITnlMi,  can- 
--•  '^-  -too  solicitous  to  secure  it  by  remaving 
obstniction  to  a  continued  intercourse 
between  the  different  parts.  In  effect,  the 
most  remote  parts  of  our  country  are  brought 
"T  tt^ether,  and  identified  in  interest,  by 
ipike  roads  and  oanala ;  nod  when  commar- 
intraconrae  is  fiwUitated  in  this  way,  0(m- 


interwoven. 


formed,  and 
that  nothing  I 


n  separate  them. 


"nda  ptdlcy,  and  this  only,  cui  mute  the  dif- 
__reat  seotiona  of  our  country  under  the  ad- 
verse (uroumstances  which  may  befoll  ua.  Thia 
alone  can  render  our  Government  as  permanent 
as  its  principles  are  sound  and  &Torable  to  lib- 
erty. 

Mr.  Ohairmsn,  we  may  theorize  as  much  ai 
we  please,  and  talk  of  the  moral  sentiment  that 
everywhere  prevaUa,  in  onr  conntry,  but^  nnleaa 
<^^^^<"''■^™"^■"""'''ton  in1ntMwl,tli<irali"fflTntv- 
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ment  sofficientlj  rtrong  to  bind  the  difibreat  parts 
together.  Onr  ootmt^  embntoea  all  the  rarie- 
ti«e  of  soil,  of  olimnte,  and  prodooliOD ;  odt 
interests  are  often  yariant  and  conflicting.  In 
■ome  conflicts  of  opinion,  and  of  intereat,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  animoeitT  of  feeling  may  be  in- 
dnlsed,  nntil  &  Battled  hoettlilj  BbaU  prevail, 
and  tilts  may  lead  to  the  most  direfol  oonse- 
qoences ;  bat,  bring  the  remote  parts  of  the 
oonntrj  t(»ether  bj  tarnpike  roada,  and  — 
danger  need  be  ^prehended.  I  can  name 
sections  of  the  oonntrr  more  important  to  ci 
neet  in  interest,  than  the  East  and  WsBt^-tbere 
seemed  to  be  a  Datnral  barrier  to  their  inter- 
oooTse,  bnt  this  has  in  part  been  done  »:w».j  b; 
that  part  of  this  road  already  completed—and 
I  tnist  in  this  is  the  oommenoement  of  a  poli- 
cy wbich  Bball  only  cease  after  the  great  ol^jeots 
shall  hare  been  aooomplished.  The  extenMon 
of  the  national  road  tfaroos^  Ohio,  Indiaoa,  and 
Dlinoia,  will  extend  die  admitagea  to  tlie  pnb- 
lio  in  the  aame  proportion  as  the  length  of  the 
road  Bhai]  be  increased.  Every  individual  who 
may  travel  this  road,  or  pnrohased  goods  which 
have  passed  over  it ;  all  who  may  have  stock 
to  send  to  market,  or  prodnots  of  any  descrip- 
tion, that  will  bear  a  land  traii^>ortation ;  and 
■11  who  own  land  convenient  to  this  road,  will 
experienoe  an  ahnost  inoaloolable  benefit  fhnn 


Will  OoDKress  witlihold  this  boon  frmn  the 
oonntry  t  Will  tliey  deny  this  act  of  Joatiee  to 
tlieWestt 

Ur.  Obairmao,  if  this  were  to  be  a  business 
of  mere  cslcnlation ;  if  it  were  to  be  estimated 
by  dollars  and  cents,  as  a  merehant  wonld  be 
influenced  to  pnrchase  his  wares ;  yet  it  miglit 
be  demonstrated  that  the  work  shoud  be  done. 
The  General  Government  will  be  benefited  by 
the  enhancement  in  the  price  of  the  pnblio 
landa  to  an  amount  neaily  eqnal  to  the  expense 
of  the  road.  Bat  when  this  is  taken  in  oon- 
neotion  with  the  adnnoement  of  individnal 
wealth,  and  the  general  convenience,  there  is 
nothing  tliat  can  anthorise  a  moment's  hesita- 
ticai  in  sanctioning  the  appropriation. 

Ur.  Chairman,  knowing  as  1  do  the  feelings 
of  the  oitieens  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  this 
■aUect,  and  especially  that  portion  of  them 
which  I  have  the  hoDor  more  immedi^eJy  to 
represent,  I  can  but  feel  and  express  the  most 
anxions  solioitade  on  this  mbjeot,  and  I  will 
oherish  a  hope  it  will  saooeed.'' 

Mr.  JsNmNos  asked  the  indnl^ce  of  the 
eommittee  a  few  minntee.  He  said  that,  since 
the  committee  has  refused  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  oQt  the  aection  which  contained  a 
pledge  apon  the  two  per  cent  fond  of  Indiana 
and  IlUnois,  for  the  repaymeat  to  the  Treasary 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  money,  the  expro- 
priation of  which  was  now  oonten^tUeo,  be 
woold  give  his  ressons  why  he  shoald  be  com- 
pelled to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill.  In  the 
oieonwioa  of  this  saqject,  the  constfnction  of 
the  compacts  between  the  United  States  and 
the  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio  Biver,  had 
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been  introdnced,  and  which,  if  the  constmolion 
of  those  instmments  by  some  gentlemen,  were 
to  be  considered  as  correct,  wonld  tend  to  con- 
firm  the  pledge,  whiolk  by  an  act  of  the  Sd 
Uarch,  1819,  QtoigreaB  had  imposed  npon  the 
two  percent,  fimdof  Indiana  and  Illiaois,  tat 
the  reimbnrsMueDt  ctf  $860,000  apprcmriated  to 
complete  the  Oombeiland  road  to  Wheeling. 
The  gentleman  from  Ulsrissippl,  If  he  under- 
stood him  correctly,  oonclnded  that  the  power 
of  Congress  to  control  the  two  per  cent  ftmd 
of  those  States,  was  a  general  power,  which 
conld  be  exerdsed  at  pleasore,  so  fiu-  as  it  re- 
gards the  local  expenditure  of  this  fond. 

If  the  genUeman's  condoaions  were  correct^ 
that  the  oiipnal  Intention  of  Congress  was  to 
nniu  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Atlantic  with 
those  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  none  other,  why 
should  the  compact  made  by  the  United  States 
with  the  State  of  Ohio,  provide,  that  this  fond 
shonld  be  applied,  nnder  the  direction  of  Con- 
gress, to  making  road^  not  leading  from  the 
wat«s  of  the  Atiantio  to  the  Ohio  merely,  aa 


penned  in  maldiw  roads  from  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantao— "  to  t\t  Ohio,  to  th»  laid  StaU,  and 
ihnvgh  the  lamt.'"  The  compact  provide^ 
moreover,  that  '^  tht  ean»»iU  of  tKi  Mcerat  8taU$ 
through  vhieh  tht  road  Mhall  jxu*."  shall  bo 
obtained  previoas  to  making  Eaoh  road.  I 
would  ask.  Mr.  Ohurman,  tehat  road  f  If  the 
whole  of  the  two  per  oent  fond  of  Indiana  and  ' 
Illinois  has  been  rightAilly  pledged,  and  if  so^ 
oorreotl;  entended.  In  the  otmstraction  of  a 
road  to  the  OMo  Btver,  as  gentlemen  contend, 
what  hss  the  otmsent  of  the  States  west  of  tha 
Ohio  to  do  with,  and  what  bearing  can  such 
consent  have  upni,  the  operation  which  shall 
take  place  nnder  the  s{)propriationB  of  this 
fimdt  I  admit  that  Congress  has  the  power  to 
^propriate  the  two  per  oent  ftmd  of  Indiana 
to  making  a  road  throiuh  the  State  of  Ohio  to 
the  State  of  Indiana ;  hot  I  deny  the  right  oF 
Congress,  slthoagh  the  power  has  been  exer- 
dsed, to  apply  the  two  per  cent  fund  of  Indi~ 
ana  to  the  mnHng  ^  road  from  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Atlantao  to  the  Ohio ;  sad  I  shall 
not,  therefore,  give  my  vote  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  money,  which  oarriee  with  it  a  pledga 
upon  the  two  per  cent  ftmd  of  Indiana,  until 
this  road  is  located,  at  least,  to  the  Uisrassippi 
River.  The  seat  of  Govemment  of  the  State 
which.  In  part,  I  have  the  1k»i(»'  to  represent, 
is  loe^»d  permanently,  and  tlus  road,  if  ever 
we  are  to  nave  me,  wiU  pass  thronsh  Its  site. 
Bnt  this  road  can  be  lot^ted  only  by  the  au- 
thority of  Congress.  In  the  prosperity  of  Uie 
ci^ital  of  the  State,  the  dtiiens  of  Indiana 
have  not  only  an  interest,  hat  an  interest  which 
involves  the  valne  of  real  property,  to  a  o<hi- 
siderahle  extent :  but  she  has  no  control,  nor  ii 
her  interest  in  navInK  this  road  locateo,  to  be 
regarded  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  That 
it  was  the  original  intention  of  Congress  that 
this  road  ahould  be  located,  opened,  and  ood- 
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■trncted,  to  tlie  SUte  td  Uiuonri,  so  fiu-  m  the 
fomd  might  be  adeqnate  to  the  oUeot,  I  have  no 
donbt ;  and  th»t  it  was  equaU;  t&e  intentioii  of 
OoDffrees  that  the  two  per  cent,  fimd  of  Ohio 
dioiud  be  expended  in  making  a  road  firom  the 
Atlftntio  waters  to  the  «ud  State ;  and  that  the 
two  per  cent,  ftmd  of  Indiana  ahoold  be  ex- 
pended in  makijig  a  road  Uirough  Ohio  to  In- 
dian^ and  that  of  lUinoia,  in  like  manner, 
tliroogh  Indiana  to  Illinois.  Bat  the  oonatmo- 
tiona,  and  the  oharaoter  of  the  road  contem- 
plated to  be  OMutmoted  by  the  proriaions  of 
this  bill,  will  expend  every  oent  that  may  here- 
after aiocrae,  before  this  rood,  sooh  as  it  is  in- 
tended to  be,  ihall  reach  the  seat  of  Oorem- 
ment  of  Ohio ;  and  thos  the  looatami  and  open- 
ing of  this  road  thrOTwh  Tnilijtnii  will  nltam^ely 
have  to  depend  upon  the  boonty  of  Congreaa, 
instead  of  restbg  opon  the  OMnpaot.  That  the 
original  intention  of  Oongreaa  comports  with 
the  consQ-ootion  of  those  compaots  witb  the 
United  States,  and  "  the  several  States  throiuh 
which  the  road  shall  pass,"  which  I  consider 
oorrect^  ia  evisoed  by  the  eonrse  adot)ted  by 
Congress,  nnder  whMe  anUiority  Oonunisffion- 
ers  were  employed,  a  few  years  tdnce,  to  locate 
this  road,  through  those  several  States.  And 
why  tills  measure  on  the  part  of  OoDgreaa,  if 
tbe  constmctions  which  have  been  given  to  the 
oompacts  be  correct  t  The  Btate  of  Indiana,  in 
KO^>tiiig  the  conditicms  oflbred  by  Gongrees, 
■a  an  equivalent  to  her  renoondug  any  right  to 


tax  the  lands  of  the  United  St^ea,  fto.,  placed 

A  valoe  on  this  fond,  asd  it  fonnad  no  nnimpor- 

it  part  in  the  aggngaU  timHderatioR,  which 


induced  the  State  to  enter  into  a  fUl  execution 
of  the  contract  on  her  part  But  the  disposi- 
tioD  which  has  been,  ana  isnowproposedbobe 
Blade  of  this  fimd,  is,  in  effect^  to  destroy  the 
Just  eji>eotBtJOD  of  the  State  in  relation  to  it : 


and,  while  I  edioit  the  power  of  Oongresa  to 
•ass  thia  bill— the  previons  pledge  irf  which 
naa  been  imposed  mton  tike  two  per  eent.  Amd 


«rf  Indiana,  when  the  ^tpropriation  was  made 
fai  1819,  to  complete  the  Onmberlaod  road.^ 
Wheding,  was  as  much  a  pledge  opon  that 
fhnd,  for  making  a  road  to  any  or  all  ute  B 
Vwdeiing  npon  the  shores  of  the  Ohio  and 
IDwlsaippi  Biven,  as  it  was  a  pledge  to  redeem 
an  ^mrtqiriation  made  for  the  constraotion  of 
m  rtMd  lesding  to  Indiana.  He  regretted  that 
tbe  ocHistmction  of  tJiose  oompacts  had  not 
beoa  more  generaUy  examined  than  he  i 
poaed  they  nad,  and  he  could  not  view 
effects  prodaoed  or  to  be  produced  by  oonstroc- 
tkOB  whitdi  had  been  given  to  them,  as  tending 
to  any  other  result,  than  a  violation  of  tiie  ood- 
Iract  on  the  jiart  of  the  United  Stotea  with  the 

State  of  TnHtanfl, 

Ur.  SooaastK  said,  that,  dnoe  tiie  a^t 
maat  of  the  Bouse  last  evening,  he  had  turned 
his  attention  to  the  oompaot  between  tbe  Unit- 
ed States  asd  the  State  (rf  Ohio,  and  he  be- 
lieved if  the  committee  would  indulge  him  for 
a  few  minutes^  he  could  dearly  exidiuiL  its 
dianuter. 


By  the  terms  of  the  original  oompsct  of 
1B03,  five  per  cenL  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
lands  withm  the  State  of  Ohio,  were  to  be  im- 
plied "  to  the  laying  ont  and  making  pnblio 
roads,  leading  from  the  navigable  waters  anp- 
tying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  bhe.Ohio,  to  the  ssid 
State,  and  through  the  same ;  each  roads  to  be 
l^d  out  under  the  authority  of  Oongresa,  with 
the  oonsent  of  the  several  Btatee  through  which 
the  road  shall  paaa." 

It  ia  dear,  then,  that  the  com|>act  gave  to  the 
United  States  exdurive  authority  over  the  an- 

Jillcatitm  (^  the  whole  of  this  nmd.  The  ob> 
ects  upon  which  they  were  bonnd  to  expend 
it,  were  of  a  twofold  nature.  The  fiist,  roads 
leading  from  the  Atlantic  waters  to  the  State  of 
Ohio;  and  the  second,  roads  leading  tkrovgh 
that  State. 

The  people  of  Ohio  believed,  that  the  portion 
of  this  fond  which  was  destined  to  the  con> 
stmotion  of  roads  aithin  their  State,  oonld  be 
more  Jndidally  and  economically  enwnded  un- 
der tao  authority  of  tiieir  own  Legislature^ 
than  by  the  Qeneral  Govenunent.  In  this 
opinion  they  were  oertunly  correct.  They, 
therefore,  asked  Congress  to  grwt  them  this 
privileges  ^^  i"  pursuance  of  their  request  an 
sot  was  passed  on  the  8d  March,  1808,  direct- 
ing the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  tbft 
State  (tf  Ohio  three  per  cent,  of  the  five  per 
oent.  fund,  to  be  applied  by  their  Le^slabire 
"  to  the  laying  out,  opening  and  making  roadi^ 
within  the  safil  State,  and  to  no  other  purpose 
whatever." 

Thus  it  win  be  perceived,  that  the  five  per 
cent,  fbnd,  which  had  original^  been  placed 
nnder  the  exdudve  control  of  the  General 
Gkivemment,  waa  separated  into  two  parta. 
The  two  per  cent,  of  it  was  retuned  by  Con- 
gresa,  to  be  applied  to  the  constmotion  of  roads 
betweeo  the  Atiuitio  waters  and  the  State  of 
Ohio ;  and  the  remtuning  three  per  cent,  was 
given  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  its  own  request, 
to  be  expended  in  making  roads  through  that 
Sl«te.  It  is.  tiierefora  manifest,  that,  dnce 
1808,  the  Uuted  States  have  never  been  bound 
by  the  compact,  to  make  any  roads  wttUn  the 
State  of  Ohio.  That  obligation  passed  bom 
them  to  the  Legislature  of  the  StatA,  and  three- 
fifths  of  the  whole  fond  was  granted  to  them,  to 
enable  them  to  fnlfll  it.  Out  of  this  fond  the 
he  Mth  Janaary 
of  |28T,548  M. 
Wiui  what  d^ree  of  force,  then,  or  even  plau- 
sibility, it  could  be  contended  by  gentiemen, 
that  Congress  are  bound  by  the  compact  to 
make  this  road  wttAtn  the  State  <jf  Ohio,  Ur. 
B,  ssid,  he  would  cheerfully  leave  for  the  oom- 
mittee  to  determine. 

Hr.  B.  ssid  that  the  next  subject  of  foqniiT 
to  which  he  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  committwb  waa,  the  manner  in  which  the 
United  States  had  exeonted  the  portion  of  the 
trust  whkh  rem^ed  to  them.  Have  thej 
Mthfblly  ^iplied  the  whole  of  the  two  per 
cent  which  they  retahied,  to  the  oonstmouoil 
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Of  roada  between  tbo  vaten  of  the  Atlantio 
and  the  SUte  of  Ohio!  The  amount  of  it 
vhich  bitd  resulted  from  the  gate  of  lands  in 
that  State,  prior  to  the  report  from  the  TreasU' 
17  during  the  last  Beesion,  was  (187, TBS  SI,  and 
from  Indiana,  lUinoiB,  Ujgsouri,  HisBiBsippi, 
and  Alabama,  $71,028  11.  The  aggregate  ia 
$2S9,40e  42. 

OongresB  have  expended  upon  the  Omober- 
land  road  about  $1,700,000,  or  nearl;  seven 
timea  the  amonnt  of  the  tvo  per  cent,  fimd  of 
all  these  Statee.  The;  did  not  stop  short  at  a 
literal  compliance  witli  the  temiB  of  the  com- 
pact ;  but  have  greatly  transcended  them,  and 
acted  with  the  nbnost  liberality  towards  the 
Western  people.  That  fond  hag  been  already 
pledged  to  ns  for  the  repayment  of  more  than 
21,400,000.  No  gentleman  on  the  floor  can, 
tor  a  moment,  soppose  that  we  shall  ever  re- 
oeive  from  it  any  thing  like  this  amonnt.  In 
order  to  realice  ancb  a  Hnppoaition,  lands  within 
ttioee  States  most  yet  be  sold  to  the  amooitt  of 
$70,000,000.  Tet,  notwithetandinf^  the  pres- 
ent bill  pledges  this  very  fnnd  to  reimbnTW  the 
expense  of  continuing  the  Cumberland  road 
from  Oanton  to  Zaneaville.  It  is  oert^nly  idle 
Had  absurd  for  us  bi  plsce  a  pretext  so  flimsy 
before  the  public,  in  any  act  of  let^slatjon. 
Gttitlemen  who  ^Tocate  Qiis  bill  c£onld  at 
once  abandon  its  defence  npon  the  ground  of 
the  two  per  cent,  fimd  and  compact,  and  sup- 
port it  upon  the  principle  that  it  is  an  internal 
unprovement,  which,  mdependently  of  these 
con^derationa,  should  be  undertaken  at  this 
time  by  the  Oeneral  QoTernment 

Mr.  B,  said  that,  as  he  had  risen  only  to  ad- 
Tsnce  his  ideas  respecting  the  compact  with 
Ohio,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  United 
States  had  ezeonted  their  trusty  he  would  no 
longer,  at  present,  press  Imnself  upon  the  at- 
tenlion  of  the  committee.  He  would  merdy 
state  as  a  fact,  in  conclTtsion,  that  the  oonstruo- 
tion  of  the  Cumberland  road  had  oost  more 
than  $18,000  each  mile. 

Hi.  BobSj  of  Ohio,  then  rose,  and  stud,  that 
tiie  expoffltion  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
PeDHBylvaniB,  of  the  three  per  cent  and  the 
two  per  cent,  fbnd  was  a  very  correct  one,  and 
'  he  reoapitclsted  in  sabstance  the  histoir  of 
ttiose  funds  in  respect  to  the  State  of  OMo. 
Thus  &r,  he  observed,  there  was  no  dimnte. 
TSttw,  in  Qie  act  to  admit  the  State  of  Indiana 
Into  the  Union,  we  find  precisely  the  same  ex- 
presNons  as  in  the  act  to  admit  Ohio.  £1ve  per 
cent,  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  is  reserved 
fat  the  oonstruction  of  roads  to  and  throvfh 
Indiana.  If  this  reservatloD  of  two  per  otnt 
is  wpropriated  to  roads  U>  Indiana,  (the  same 
as  for  roads  to  Ohio,)  and  the  three  per  cent,  is 

Elaoed  nnder  the  control  of  the  L^islatare  of 
ndiana  for  roads  in  that  State,  (the  same  as 
fbr  roads  in  Ohio,)  Mr.  B.  expressed  himself 
not  a  little  surprised  that  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  (Or.  jRinnNoe)  shonld  be  opposed  to 
the  present  bill.  It  is  a  strict  compliance  with 
the  compact  of  the  United  States,  that  two  per 


cent,  should  be  spent  on  a  road  leading  Cc  tlie 
State  of  Indiana.  The  remaining  three  per 
cent  had,  from  time  to  time,  been  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  by  that  State  for  roads  within  her 
own  limiLi.  But  the  two  per  cent  is  placed 
by  the  compact  at  the  absolute  discretion  of  the 
General  Oovemment  The  present  road  may 
indeed  go  throvgh  the  Btate  of  Ohio,  yet  it 
leads  to  Indiana.  The  compact  does  not  say 
that  the  General  Government  shall  bring  a  road 
to  th»  line  of  that  State ;.  if  the  road  were  in 
Eentacky  or  in  Yii^nia,  and  yet  led  to  Indi- 
ana, it  would  be  snfflcient  nnder  the  compact 
Some  gentlemen  object  to  the  object,  beoaus^ 
at  the  last  sesdon,  Congress  voted  a.  general 
system  of  Internal  Improvement  But  there 
must  be  some  starting  point  in  carrying  that 
system  into  efl'ect  And  there  will  be  precise- 
ly the  same  difilculty  after  the  survey  b  made^ 
as  there  is  now;  for  gentlemen  sorely  do  not 
seriondy  meao  that  the  General  Government  is 
to  undertake,  simnltaneoudy,  roads  and  canals 
over  all  the  United  States.  Here  is  a  begin- 
mng  made:  sixteen  hundred  thousand  doUara 
have  been  laid  out  opon  it;  the  sorveys  are 
made  i  a  random  line  has  been  run  fhnn  Wheel- 
ing to  the  MissisdppL  A  road  from  Wheeling 
to  Zaneeville  has  Iwen  laid  ont  and  actaally  be- 
gun. This  is  not  an  exception  to  a  general  sys- 
tem of  Internal  Improvement  It  happened  to 
be  commenced  before  that  system  was  adopted. 
Yet  it  is  a  link  in  the  same  chain. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  inriata 
that  Congress,  by  what  it  has  advanced  on  the 
Cumberland  road,  baa  faUy  ctnnplied,  and  more 
than  complied,  with  its  contract  with  Ohio. 
But,  sir,  I  ssk,  was  that  road  made  for  Ohio 
alone)  Has  not  the  very  State  which  that 
gentleman  represents,  with  so  mnch  benefit  to 
it,  and  BO  mnch  credit  to  himself  has  not  Penn- 
sylvania enjoyed  the  same  benefit  fWim  it  as 
Ohiot  I  believe  facte  will  prove  that  it  baa 
ii^oyed  greater.  Nor  Pennsylvania  alone — 
P^i^inia,  too,  ha"  n  .  .  -.  1 . .  .  . 

Jso.  In  fact,  s  . 
have,  to  a  certain  extent,  i 
benefit ;  so  that,  as  tar  as  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  is  int«nded  to  show  that  the  General 
Government  has  fyfilled  its  contrsot  to  Ohio, 
it  is  of  no  force.  I  might  indeed  say,  the  Gov- 
ernment has  folfllled  its  contract  to  itself  and 
to  the  country.  Pennsylvania,  rich,  populous, 
and  flourishing,  eijoys  die  advantage  o^  he  be- 
lieved, aboat  three  thousand  tniles  of  good 
roads.  The  gentleman,  therefore,  is  able  to 
appreciate  their  value.  He  hoped  that  State 
would  fidlow  the  example  of  Ohio  and  of  New 
York.  And  if  we  extmded  our  view  to  future 
tamea,  he  was  persoaded  It  would  be  fouad 
thwe  was  not  so  great  a  diversitr  of  interests 
between  that  State  and  her  ndghWa,  as  some 
of  her  dticens  seemed  inclined  to  sopposoL  He 
thought,  upon  the  whole,  that  notbii^  could  1>« 
urged  concluavely  agtunst  the  present  Ull  tttaa. 
the  contracts  of  the  General  Goveniiaent  witb 
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Qm  new  StKtea,  nor  ttraa  tlie  advmoes  <hi  the 
OnmberUnd  road,  u  if  nude  for  Gbio  alone. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  N»w  York,  otaerTed,  that  he 
deemed  the  proporititat  before  Ute  oommittee 
Metnatnre.  That  it  was  idle  to  Bar  that  the 
United  States  were  under  any  obUgation  to 
make  the  road  in  qneetion.  That  Ute  Qovwo- 
ment  bad  agreed  to  expend  two  per  cent,  of  the 
arula  of  the  pnblio  lands  on  roads  from  the 
Atlantio  to  the  Ohio ;  and,  hj  the  g«itleman't 
own  diowing,  the  GoTemment  bad  already  ex- 
pended more  than  tliat  fond  would  amonnt  to 
m  many  years.  That  the  pledge  was  redeemed, 
llie  obbgation  canoelled,  and  t2iat  no  claim  on 
fiiat  groond  ooold  be  snstuned.  The  present 
^tplication  was,  therefore,  for  a  com  of  money 
bom  the  TreasnTj,  to  be  expended  on  Lit«mal 
Improvements.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  Oongrees 
have  not  yet  determined  that  they  will  ado;  ' 
system  of  Internal  Improvemraits.  At  the 
Ksaion  they  a{)propiiMed  $30,000  Ibr  the  pur- 
pose of  etplormg  the  oonntry,  and  having  sooh 
rontM  for  roads  and  oan^  aeleoted,  as  uionld 
wpear  to  be  of  national  importance.  That, 
when  the  report  of  the  Commisrionera  appoint- 
ed for  that  pnrpose  shoold  be  made  to  OongresH, 
the  qneetion  wonld  |a«bably  be  determined. 
That,  when  that  snbjeot  shonld  be  agitated,  if 
it  ahonld  be  determined  to  embaA  in  a  syatMn 
Df  bteraal  Improremeots,  eeTeral  qneeUons 
mnst  be  previonaly  settled  among  them ;  one 
would  be,  to  (letonaine  whether  the  money  to 
be  appropriated  on|^t  not  to  he  ^tportloned 
among  the  tereril  States  aeoording  to  thdr 
ifipresentation  in  Congress,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direotiwt  of  their  reepeotiTe  legis- 
latnree,  who  were  more  competent  to  oversee 
■nch  bnsineM  than  Oongreaa,  and  better  able  to 
guard  the  fund  from  the  impositions  to  which 
l^tropriations  by  Ckingrees  are  liable. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BuBOUB  rose,  and  aald,  tha 
was  not  abont  to  enter  at  urge  into  the  (, 
tton  befoK  the  committee,  bnt  merely  to  state 
a  few  fiwtB,  which  might  have  a  bearing  npon  it 
He  was  aware  that  the  motion  yeaterdsy  made 
to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  UU  which  goes  to 
pledge  the  two  per  cent,  fbnd,  had,  at  the  prea- 
ant  rittiog,  been  decided  in  the  negatire,  and 
that  all  argnments  or  oliaervations  in  favor  of 
aneh  an  amendment  would  now  be  ont  of  order, 
Bnt  if;  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  in  the  contemplation 
of  OongrMs  to  oommenoe  a  great  syatem  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  (for  which,  however,  in 
any  dupe,  I  cannot  go,  as  bdng  ofipoeed  to  the 
praidpl<L)  it  seema  to  ms  that  the  otifect  now 
^«eeated  is  aa  moeh  entitled  to  &ror  as  almost 
any  other  that  can  be  mentlnwd.  He  shonld, 
lnde«d,  be  obliged  to  vote  Bgaiiist  the  bill,and 
would  do  BO,  even  were  it  lor  the  sole  benefit 
of  his  own  conetitnenta.  Tet  atill  he  thoa^ 
flu  olijeot  as  good  as  any  other.  The  measnre, 
however,  on(^t  at  once  to  be  put  (where  the 
gentkman  from  Ohio  had  candidly  placed  it) 
mtJM  footing  of  aoabatdotei^K^riation,  not 
to  be  returned  from  miy  fimd  whatever.  The 
{ledge  WBB  all  oat  of  the  qneatioii.  Oongreaa 
Tot.  Tni— 17 


baa  the  direction  of  two  per  cent,  of  the  pro- 
ceeds tk  the  sales  of  poblio  lands  in  the  north- 
western States,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  makim;  roads 
leading  to  those  States.  It  has  expended  some- 
where  abont  |l,8DD.OOO.  Now,  this  ia  two  per 
cent  on  ninety  miUiona  of  dollais.  It  would 
be  r6nud  that  the  whole  sates  of  lands  in  the 
northwestern  States,  np  to  1819,  fell  short  of 
$37,000,000,  of  which  lees  than  |17,000,000 
had'  aoUuUy  been  received.  Here,  then,  was 
the  Qovemment  in  advance  two  per  cent,  on 
ninetr  millions,  and  not  seventeen  millions  re- 
alisea  yet  Snrely,  It  was  Yiia  to  talk  of  any 
hope  of  rdmbnrsemant  from  snch  a  fond.  L^ 
08  no^  said  Hr.  B.,  hold  ont  a  false  and  dela- 
sive  hope.  Oommending  tha  oandor  of  tha 
— "xnanfrom  Ohio,  Qti.  Bxiorkb,)  in  placing 
ilfject  at  once  and  avowedly  np<«  ita  real 
gronnd,  Mr.  B.  expressed  a  hope  that,  when 
the  bill  came  into  the  Eooae,  the  olanse  con- 
tuning  this  pledge  wonld  be  sbii^oi  ont  And 
he  conclTided.  with  repeating  that,  did  not  his 
views  of  constitntional  reatriotjons  prevent  him 
from  voting  for  anv  t^ipropriation  for  internal 
improvement,  he  uio^d  cert^nly  vote  &>t  tha 
present  bill. 

Mr.  MdDuwwa  then  rose,  and  said,  that  he 
DOW  perotived  the  question  before  the  com- 
mittee was  a  qoestion  trf  ^rect  qipropriatioD 
foraroad.  If  the  mvnments  of  the  gentlemen 
IhNn  Indiana  and  nUnois  were  correct,  (and 
ceirtainly  those  aignmeota  presented  matter  of 
mrave  conraderatlon,)  the  two  per  cent,  fond  of 
those  States  cannot  be  m>ropnated  to  the  pres- 
ent o^eot.  It  followB,  that  the  two  per  cent 
in  Oliio  alone  can  be  apprcmriated  to  it.  No 
one  can  deny  that  the  whole  of  this  fond  has 
been  expended.  So  &r,  then,  as  the  argamenta 
of  the  gentlemen  prove  any  thbg,  they  show 
that  wlut  is  required,  at  present  la  an  abso- 
lute appnq>riationof  mweyfrom  the  Treasury. 
This  point  bdng  settled,  he  wonld  say  a  few 
words  coi  the  measnre,  as  oonstitnting  a  part  of 
the  general  system  <a  internal  improvement. 
Such  a  system,  Mr.  MoD.  obswred,  most  be 
formed  and  condocted  on  national  prim^ples, 
Tet,  it  was  nnavoidable,  In  the  nature  of  tiimgs, 
that,  in  the  prcseontion  <d  it,  certain  parts  ol 
the  oonntry  will  be  benefited  more  than  othen. 
The  question  then  arises.  How  shall  we  pro- 
ceed t  I  answer,  in  the  first  place,  with  the 
utmost  oaution.  If  we  act  otherwise,  uid 
ttuvngh  baste,  fgnoranoe,  or  qverdght,  we  shall 
{bH  in  any  ^«at  work  we  undertake,  shall 
occasion  a  reaction  which  will  go  tu  towards 
'-"■ — '""  the  system ;  and  he  wonld  put  it  to 
of  internal  improvements,  wh^er 
it  will  be  advisable  to  mn  an^  riak  of  anoh  a 
resaltl  He  was.  therefiR«,  O[^osed  to  acting 
on  the  system,  tm  a  general  view  had  been  {»«- 
sented  to  Congress  of  the  objtcta  to  be  at- 
tempted. 

As  to  the  olahn  of  the  West  on  the  Nadonsl 
TresEUTy,  he  should  only  say  that  that  Treas- 
ury never  contributed  any  tuog  worth  naming, 
xe  of  inteiiial  improvement,  & 
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ttie  sdrAiitage  of  aaj  other  Stete  than  Ohki. 
'What,  oBked  Ur.  HoDcFm,  are  the  national 
vorbs  which  have  b«eii  done  by  tii«  (leneral 
Oorernmentf  This  road  was  cortaiiilj  the 
chief,  and  ha  had  almoHt  said,  the  oa\j  one — 
twoinUlionshad  been  expended  upon  it  There 
vas  aJao  Bome  Bmall  appropriation  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Ohio  and  Missisdppi  HiTera. 
I,  aud  Mr.  MoLhmriB,  belong  to  a  Btate  which, 
on  tbiB  eol^ject,  has  £ut  daima  on  the  Gkivem- 
ment,  yet  I  do  not  now  solicit  any  thing  on  her 
behalf.  We  are  told  that,  becanae  the  work 
baa  been  commenced,  we  mnat  therefore  go  on 
with  iL  Bnt,  nr,  said  Mr.  MoDdtfik,  I  ai^e 
in  a  manner  diraotly  tlie  revene.  I  do  not 
think  because  we  have  done  something  for  ona 
part  of  the  Union,  we  most,  therefore,  do  more 
for  it.  The  work,  I  aoknowiedge,  ia  an  Id^mjt- 
tant  one ;  bnt  other  objects  are  important  too. 
The  popnUtion  of  the  new  States  la  compara- 
tively sparse ;  and  we  are  aAed  to  neglect  the 
denser  popnintion  of  the  Union,  for  thor  benefit, 
I  do  not  think  the  ottjeot  proposed  baa  an;  pe- 
onliar  claim,  at  this  partioidar  time.  Before  he 
■at  down,  he  wonld  state  what  were  bis  gen-- 
ersi  views  on  this  mBtl«r.  It  appeared  very 
dear  that,  for  at  least  ten  years  to  come,  all  the 
nrplns  revenue  of  this  oonoti?  wonld  be  ex- 
bansted  in  psying  the  pnblto  debt — and,  from 
the  character  and  well-known  wishes  of  the  na- 
tion, he  presmned  that  it  mnst  be  the  great  object 
of  the  next  administrataon  to  pay  tiut  debt. 
There  could  be  bnt  a  amall  an^ns  left  to  be 
^plied  to  internal  improvemente — snfflcient, 
however,  to  defray  the  expense  of  all  the  reqni- 
dte  previoas  measnres.  All  the  anrveya  oOnld 
be  made,  various  rentes  explored,  and  the  com- 
parative expense  of  different  projeota  ascer- 
tuned.  Then  the  nation  woud  know  pre- 
osely  what  was  the  work  before  it.  Nor  was 
it  more  than  proper  that  ten  years  shonld  be 
oonsnmed  in  preparing  to  sooomplish  so  great 
a  system,  on  the  safest  and  moat  solid  gronnda. 
Mr.  Clat  now  rose,  and,  eipressiog  a  dedre 
of  presenlJDg  to  Qie  committee  his  views  on 
the  general  snlgeot,  reqnested,  as  the  honr  was 
late,  the  indulgence  that  the  committee  wonld 
rise.  The  committee  rose  aooordingly,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  ait  again. 

Fitn>AY,  Jannary  14. 
Owa^land  Biter. 

"Ux,  RKnroLD&  of  Tenneeaee,  submitted  the 
following  resolution  for  oonuderation : 

SMcUvtd,  That  a  committee  be  sppc^ted  to  in- 
quire into  the  ezpedieDcj  of  appropriating  a  Bnm 
of  moaev  not  exceeding doUaie,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improTiag  the  navigation  of  Cumberland 
River,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

The  reaclntion  b&ving  been  read — 

Mr.  Rbtvolds  addressed  the  Ohair  aa  fol- 
lows; 

Mr.  Spbaxkb:  Should  tt  be  in  order,  I  will 
briefly  submit  to  the  Honse  my  views  on  this 


EottJeoL     We  have  been  engaged,  yesterday 


present  resolution  1  have  submitted  is  U 

£-ove  the  nsviKatj.on  of  Oumberland  Ewer, 
ut,  before  I  proceed,  allow  me  to  aay,  that  I 
lament  mnoh,  mdeed,  at  the  oonree  the  debate 
has  taken  on  the  extension  of  the  National 
Road ;  and,  without  entering  Into  the  merits  of 
that  discusdon,  it  is  U>  be  regretted  that  tiie 
Bnbjeot  of  tboae  reaervadons  and  conditions  of 
State  rights  ever  had  trees  introduced  into  tbe 
hill;  for,  it  is  evident  to  my  mind,  from  tlie 
diacnsmon  already  bad,  without  particularly  ex- 
amiuing  the  atatutee,  that  tbe  per  oestnme  etip- 
olated  by  those  new  States  arising  on  the  saM 
of  tbe  pnblio  laada,  were  oertainly  intended  for 
tbe  internal  imraovemeiit  of  tboae  States,  and 
not  ibr  national  porpcaas.  In  my  bumble  (^(rfn- 
ion,  nr,  it  would  have  bera  more  preferable  to 
bare  asked,  by  tbe  tnll  on  your  table,  an  ^pro- 
priation  for  the  object  contemplated  by  the  bill. 
Permit,  me  alao,  te  statc^  that  it  is  moch  to  be 
regretted  Ibat  ai^  allusion  has  been  made  to 
tbe  genwal  iqtpropriations  made  for  the  l>enefit 
of  tbe  coun^  heretofore.  Sir,  the  Dortbem 
and  eastern  parts  of  the  Union  are  much  oldw 
than  tbe  West  The  great  population  and  sitiK 
ation  of  the  oonntry  commanded  the  reeonroea 
of  the  nation.  And  there  are  man;  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  purse,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  that  will  alwe^s  be  oonfined  to  those 
r«^ons,  sQoh  as  building  pnblio  aiiipa,  erecting 
iora  on  the  Alantic  bowd,  and  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  fn  those  independwt  States  that  will 
spring  ont  of  the  Or^n  Territory.  For  miy 
part,  «r,  when  a  nationsl  object  ia  necessary, 
and  ought  to  be  carried  into  efEsct,  I  shall  n^ 
stop  to  inquire  whether  the  money  is  to  be  ex- 
mnded  on  the  south  or  the  north  side  of  tbe 
Potomac.  In  a  republic  like  ours,  forming  a 
grand  ooitfederated  Union,  the  important  in- 
quiry is,  Baa  the  measure  <NiUed  for,  a  teodenoj 
to  promote  the  interest,  honor,  and  haptnnesa 
of  tbe  nation  I  Then,  I  tmst,  aa  we  have  not 
bad  oocadoa  of  baying  much  of  the  pnblio 
moneya  distributed  in  the  internal  improve 
menta  of  the  West,  I  still  will  rely  on  the  jus- 
tice and  magnanimity  of  tbe  nood  old  thitieett 
Stattt  in  enabUng  ne  to  carry  on  onr  natiraul 
improvemcdnle  in  the  Western  States. 

It  will  be  recollected,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  at 
the  last  seerion  of  Congress,  a  bill  was  mln- 
dnoed  to  impove  tbe  navigation  of  the  iSiaiia- 
sipTd  Sirer.  To  tbat  bill  it  waa  my  intwitiiHt 
to  have  offered  the  ^-esent  propodtjon  aa  an 
amendmenL  But,  knowing  bow  mndi  the 
whole  Union  is  interested  in  the  navigation  of 
that  grand  river,  and,  lest  tbe  great  object 
should  be  defeated  by  adding  too  many  amend- 
ments of  the  kind,  I  did,  at  the  request  of 
some  of  my  friends,  and  particularly  mj  bon<»<> 
able  friend  from  Kontncky,  (Mr.  HmnbYj)  wbo  BO 
ably  advocated  tbe  bill,  abstain  from  offering  tbe 
amendment,  bat  with  tbe  express  determination 
of  presenting  it  to  tbe  House  at  tbiaaesaion.  Tba 
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It  m^  be  objuted,  ICr.  Speaker.  Out  Oam' 
b«rlaiid  Biver  ia  too  local  for  the  Qeneral 
GoTemmeiit  to  take  It  into  the  estimate  of 
•  general  ijatem  of  intenul  improrementa. 
Bat,  geDtlemea  have  onl^  to  look  at  the  niap 
to  aae  the  great  and  central  poailioD  of  that 
noble  stream.  It  U  navigable  about  two  or 
three  hnndnd  milea  and  upwards,  and  meaoden 
a  oonntfj  of  frran  fonr  to  fire  bnndred  miles. 
The  coontrj  ia  remarkabl7  fertile  and  healthy. 
It  ia  the  grand  high  road  fbr  the  great  body  of 
the  popidation  of  West  Teoneeeee,  in  the  trans- 
portation of  Uieir  prodnoe  to  the  groat  emporinm 
of  the  West,  New  Orleans;  and,  besides,  it  is 
eqnallj'  elaimed  and  enjoyed  by  a  very  im- 
portant and  Interesting  region  of  Oie  ITnion.  I 
mean  that  part  of  Kentucky  known  by  tne 
name  of  the  Green  Hirer  Country.  This  Is  a 
part  of  the  Bepnblio  very  eztenrive^  fertile  in 
the  extreme,  and  cmble  of  snataimng  an  im- 
mense popouUML  But  to  the  Union,  tiie  river 
Oomberland  ia  interee&ig  in  many  points  of 
view.  The  great  water  powers  for  machinery 
on  the  lirera  and  branohea  emptying  into  it  are 
tmnwHWH^  and  wUL  at  no  distant  day,  oommand 
the  attentioD  of  tiie  enterprising  manu&eturer 
and  agrionltDrist  We  hare  men  of  great  pub- 
lic q;)irit  amongst  ns,  bnt  there  is  a  rast  ontlet 
fbr  more.  There  are,  in  the  rioinity  of  thoae 
streams,  mountains  of  iron  ore,  which  are 
tnexhanstible,  and  of  a  quality  equal,  if  not 
BOperior,  to  any  in  the  United  mates.  Bir,  the 
boaated  ooonty  of  OtffnwalL  in  En^and,  oannot 
I»odnoe  better  lim.  And,  beaidea,  "■'"-"■"- 
of  OBT  soil  is  Boeh,  that  henqt,  tb»tw,  «>» 
eoUon  grow  in  great  perfection.  The  Hmue 
will  perodre,  then,  without  any  oomments  from 
me,  the  great  importance  of  this  river  to  the 
United  Btatea. 

Bat,  Ur.  Speaker,  this  is  not  all.  It  Is,  at 
this  moment,  at  deep  interest  to  the  great  and 
patriotic  state  of  Pennsylrania.  There  are  now, 
1  expect,  from  ten  to  fifteen  steamboats  mn- 
ning  regnlarif  between  Nashville  and  the  city 
of  FittMinrg,  and  fhim  Nashville  to  New 
Orteana,  at  all  eeseotfs  that  the  watoa  will 
admit  of  it  This  is  not  all,  sir.  This  stream 
will  be  of  great  importance  to  the  flourishing 
Btate  of  Hiwonrl,  and  all  other  Btatea  that  m^ 
border  on  that  great  river,  Missomi,  in  ocmse- 
qneoee  of  the  artiole  of  cotton.  With  thoae 
important  States  of  Ohio,  Illinois^  and  Indiana, 
oar  interoonrae  and  trade  will  be  greatly  fkoili- 
tated.  And  when  the  great  oanal,  now  in 
aontemplation,  nnil«e  the  Potomac  Biver  with 
the  Obio^  it  will  open  new  reeonrees  and  ad- 
Tantsges  to  Uaiytand  and  Vireinia,  and  will 
id^rd  a  direct  commanicstion  by  water  with 
B&  And  the  time  is  not  for  distent,  nr,  when 
Um  great  and  powerful  State  of  New  York, 
▼ill,  Dy  har  great  resonroea,  and  her  astonishing 
pogrofls  In  Jnlemal  improvunents,  show  to  tbii 
Doion  the  necessity  as  -weU.  as  policy,  in  a 
politinal  and  oommerdol  point  a  view,  of 


oniting,  by  catuLls,  the  great  northern  Lakes 
with  the  Uiasissippi  Itiver.  Then,  ^,  as  one  of 
the  Western  8tAt««,  in  point  of  trade,  we  shall 
be  united  with  the  Northern^  Southern,  border- 
ing oa  the  Qulf  of  Kexico,  Eastern,  and  Middle 
StatecL  It  will  then  be  no  uncommon  event  to 
see  the  hardy  and  enterprimng  sons  of  the 
North  and  East  peaceably  exchanging  with  the 
people  on  the  banks  of  Oomberttud  ever; 
mano&otnred  article  of  luxnrr  and  comfort,  for 
the  raw  matfn^  when,  in  aU  probability,  the 
eld  worid  may  be  deluged  in  all  the  horrors  of 
war,  and  all  oommnnjoation  oat  off  betwixt  as 
and  them,  perhaps  fbrever. 

But,  Ur.  Bpeaker,  there  is  stiU  another  tajAo 
connected  with  this  subject,  and,  I  tru^  th« 
House  will  allow  me  briefly  to  state  iL  There 
is  on  one  of  the  streams  of  Onmberland,  called 
Harpeth  River,  one  among  the  finest  sttes  tar  a 
national  armory  in  the  United  States,  and,  per* 
huM,  in  the  world.  The  stream  k  large  and 
bold.  The  country  around  it,  to  a  great  extent. 
abounds  in  the  finest  forest,  and  there  b  no  end 
to  the  ore  in  its  vidnity.  Besides,  I  have  been 
lately  informed  that  stone-coal  has  been  found 
in  the  same  neighborhood ;  and  the  oonntry  is 
considered  very  healthy.  This  great  and  oele- 
brated  site  is  only  twelve  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  this  river,  and  can,  with  a  trifling  expense, 
be  made  navigable  always  when  Cumberland  is 
oaviKable.  Indeed,  when  the  latter  river  riseS) 
the  nsck  water  nearlv  reaches  the  site.  The 
navigation  of  OamberUud  from  the  month  of 
this  river  is  as  good  as  the  Ohio.  The  great 
impediment  to  tne  navigation  of  this  impor- 
tant stream  is  what  is  called  the  Harpeth 
Shoals^  above  its  mouth,  which  is  much  against 
the  flourishing  town  of  Nashville,  and  the 
upper  country.  I  think,  howevw,  that  120,000 
or  $80,000  \rill  be  a  soiBcient  sum  to  remove 
evwy  obstructloa  in  the  river,  high  as  Oar- 


as  it  regards  climate,  soil,  and  health,  and  when 
we  consider  there  is  all  Uie  great  materials  tot 
the  estahlishment  of  a  great  armory  on  this 
intereeting  stream,  Qxfxe  is  anotber  considera- 
tion of  great  moment.  These  watercourses 
rarely,  if  ever,  are  fiDsen  in  winter.  Hoir 
impMlant  to  the  Union  will  it  be,  in  case  of 
a  war,  that  we  can,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  at  a 
moment's  warning,  transport  our  arms  and  mu- 
nitions at  war  to  uie  seat  of  war  in  a  campaign 
to  the  Sooth.    This  is  a  condderation  that 


For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
noanoe  it  the  most  eligible  sitnation  in  the 
United  States.  Is  it  not  remarkable.  If  r.  Speak- 
er, that  those  Commissioners  have  not  yet  made 
their  report  on  this  subject  I  We  were  informed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Bkbohxk,) 
that  it  wonld  be  delivered  to  this  Honse  In  six 
or  eight  days.  It  is  now  more  than  two  weeks 
rince  the  gentleman  moved  to  lay  my  rvsolution 
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on  tbit  subject  on  the  table.  From  &  letter 
I  bare  received  from  I^ttaborg,  and  the  Btaehai 
going  off  T&pidl;,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
ooUiiig  np  the  resolntion  on  to-morrow.  At 
til  evanta,  if  it  b  not  onr  good  fortone  to 
hsve  the  armor;  where  natnre  baa  pointed  it 
out,  I  still  hope,  however,  that  the  GoTemmeiit 
of  the  United  States  will  enable  ns  to  improve 
Oomberland  Kiver ;  and  if  we  are  not  allowed 
to  fbmiah  our  armiee  wi^i  onr  arms  and  mni^- 
tiona  of  war,  jet.  I  trust  our  oiUxeoa  in  Tennee- 
aee  will  be  enabled  to  miof^e  tbdr  Uadable 
sffiMTtB  with  tliur  brethren  of  other  Weetwn 
States  in  sopplTlng  our  armlea,  when  Ibe  oaee 
mv  happen,  and  the  eity  (tf  New  Orieaaa  and 
Lomiiana  with  the  prodnota  of  our  land. 

Bir,  I  was  bi^df  gratified  to  hear,  tbe  other 
day,  from  an  honorable  gmtieman  fi«ni  Vir- 
dnijL  (Ur.  UssoxB,)  and  who  ia  a  member  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Roada  and  Canals,  that  it  ia 
eontemplated,  by  that  committee,  to  oflbr  to 
the  HoDse  a  Kenml  ^stou  of  national  improre- 
menta.  Ho^e,  moat  ednoerely,  that  tiuv  will 
take  my  pn^poution  into  oondderalion,  I  ahaU 
take  the  litterl;  now  to  move  tliat  the  restda- 
tion  lie  on  the  table  for  a  few  days. 

Tbe  resolntion  was  then  radered  to  lie  outbe 
tabK 

Ohat^eaike  and  J)da>Bar»  Oanai, 

ICr.  HupHiu.  moved  to  diq»eD0e  with  tbe  m^ 
den  of  the  day,  for-tbe  porpose  of  taking  npUia 
bUl  "  anthorizing  a  anbaiiription  to  tiie  aCocK  of 
the  Delaware  and  Olieaapeake  Ouial  Oompaoy." 

The  motion  was  carried,  ayee  92. 

Tbe  Hoose  aooordingly  went  into  Oommittee 
</  the  Whol&  Q£z.  Trntuimoif  in  the  ohair,)  on 
tiiatbilL 

Mr.  HxKFBiLL  (tbe  oh^rman  of  the  oom- 
nlttee  which  reported  the  bill)  rose.  He 
■dd,  the  oommittee  wonld  pwodve  that  the  bill, 
wbioh  was  now  enbmitted  to  their  oonsideration, 
anthorized  a  salMCilption  in  b^ialf  of  tbe  United 
Btates  for  1,600  aharea,  whiob  ia  equal  to  $800,000 
In  the  stock  of  the  Uhee^eake  and  Delaware 
Oanal  Company ;  tbe  Qovemmmt  was  to  reouve 
Its  proportion  of  the  dividends,  and  tbe  Seoretary 
of  the  Treaanry  was  to  vote  at  any  election  for 
the  officers  of  tbe  company,  aooording  to  the 
nnmber  of  sharee  anbecribed. 

The  importance  of  the  question  preeented  by 
thia  bill,  Baid  Ur.  H.,  will,  1  hope,  Joatify  me  in 
ooonpying  the  attention  of  tbe  committee  for  a 
short  time.  The  sabjeot  of  tliis  canal,  and  the 
|n-ooeedtngs  oonnected  with  it,  are,  I  know, 
very  familiar  to  some  of  tbe  committee,  bnt 
there  are  others  I  preatimey  wbo  are  not  so  well 
koqnainted  with  them ;  and,  for  tliia  reason, 
I  will  take  the  liberW  of  giving  aa  biW  a 
history  of  tbe  oanal  as  I  can. 

Boon  after  the  system  of  oanalling  became  so 
TDUTeraai  in  England,  and  tlie  benefits  of  canals 
■o  generally  known,  a  canal  to  connect  the 
waters  of  tiie  Delaware  with  the  Ohesapeake 
Bay  was  contemplated,  and  many  surveys  to 
oany  this  deaign  into  vSaal,  were  made  ante- 


cedent to  the  Bevolntion;  wb«i  Mr.  I^lrobe 
snrveyed  the  rente,  which  wa^  I  believe,  in 
1816,  he  mentioned  that  83  anrveys  bad  been 

Clonsly  made — and  I  expect  that  there  had 
10  or  IS  anrveja  and  examinations  of  the 
gronads  rinoe  that  period. 

TheflrttLegialative  step  to  efitot  tbe  object 
waa  taken  l^  tbe  Legjalatnre  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  wbo  on  tbe  7th  of  December,  1790, 
paaaed  a  law  to  incorporate  a  ecnnpany  t^  the 
name  of  the  Ohesapeake  and  Delaware  Ganal 
Oompany.  Thia  law  pn^oeed  to  eo-operato 
with  the  Statei  d  Dekware  and  Pennsylvania; 
and  these  Statea,  imprened  with  the  importance 
of  the  sat^eot^  not  only  aa  it  regarded  tbem> 
aalvea,  bnt  in  its  relaticn  to  tbe  nation  at  large, 
did  not  hemtate  to  act  ooqfolntiy  with  toe 
State  of  Maryland,  and  they  respectively  paMod 
laws  to  accomplish  the  object  of  a  water  ocMn- 
mnnioation  I>etween  the  watera  of  the  Delaware 
and  Ohesiqieake  Bay.  On  this  sabijeot  eleven 
laws  bare  beem  enacted ;  bnt  it  will  not  be 
neenenaary  for  me  to  det^n  the  oommittee  t^ 
r^eiiing  to  them,  except  eo  fir  as  to  exhilnt 
their  leading  providons.  The  acts  of  the  r^ 
speotjve  StUei  authorized  the  opening  of  hooka 
lor  snbeoriptions  to  the  amonnt  of  $600,000,  in 
shares  of  $200  eMh ;  and  inoorpwated  thesab- 
Boril>era  with  ample  powers  to  locate  tiie  ront^ 
to  aoqoire  tbe  title  to  lands  in  the  States  rat 
Maryland  and  Delaware,  tbrongb  which  it 
shoud  pasB,  and  to  cot  and  fii^^  the  canal,  uid 
to  keep  it  in  repair  forever. 

The  ueoeasary  reniladona  for  the  payment  of 
tolla  were  preeoribed  by  the  remctive  acts. 
And  it  was  supnlated,  that  tbe  canal  and  worka, 
when  completed,  should  forever  thereafter  be 
esteemed  and  takm  to  be  navigable,  as  a  pnblio 
highway,  free  for  the  tnmsportation  of  all  goods, 
oommoditiee,  or  piodnce  whataoever,  on  payment 
of  the  tolls  impoaed  by  tbe  acts,  and  that  no  addi- 
tional toll  or  tax  whateTer,  fbr  tbe  nse  of  the 
water  ofthe  canal,  and  the  works  thereon,Bhoiild, 
at  any  time,  be  imposed  by  alt  or  eitber  of  the 
said  Statea.  Other  arrangements  took  place  l>e- 
tweea  tbe  States,  some  of  which  not  t>earing 
directly  on  tbe  canal  prqject,  need  not  now  be 
mentioned  I  will  refer  to  one  which  may  be 
of  imp<Hi(utoe^  connected  with  the  prosperity 
of  the  canal :  By  the  flrat  Maryland  act,  of  the 
7th  December,  1799,  there  is  a  provinon  that 
the  aot  shonld  be  of  no  force  or  e%ot  until  a 
law  be  pissed  by  tbe  Le^alatore  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, declaring  tbe  river  Bnaqnehaona  to  be  a 
highway,  and  anthwizing  hidividnala  or  bodies 
corporate  to  remove  obetmctiona  therein,  at  a 
period  not  exceeding  three  jeers,  from  the  first 
day  <tf  March,  1800.  A  law  to  Uiia  effect  waa 
paaaed  by  the  Lerislatnre  <rf  Pennsylvania. 

The  acta  Wmtain  tbe  nsnal  provinons  for  tbe 
eleotion  of  a  President  and  Directors,  for  the 
transfer  of  the  stock,  the  cc^ection  of  the  tolls, 
and  the  payment  of  dividends;  and  also  antbor- 
izee  the  company  to  increase  the  sabecriptiona 
whenever  necessary. 

By  Tirtne  of  the  laws  of  tlHM  thrwStatea,  a 
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MmpanT' w«  le^allf  tncnpOTsted,  who,  in  April, 
1604,  after  oausmg  nuny  sorv^m  to  be  iiied& 
looated  the  ouul  in  bror  of  what  was  called 
dte  TTpper  Ronte  from  Welsh  Pdnt  to  Ohrieti- 
ana;a)e  Elk  IUv«F,  with  tlieresonroeeof  OhriBti- 
aoft  and  White  Olay  Oraeks,  were  inppoeed  to 
ocHitain  a  mffidanoj  of  watar. 

The  waton  of  the  Elk  River  were  porobaBed, 
inohidiiis  the  ronte  of  the  feeder  and  the  ne- 
ceeaai?  unds;  and  the  work  to  ooostrnot  the 
feedtf,  ocanmenoed  on  the  3d  of  Uav,  18M; 
MoA.  waa  eameatlr  proaeooted  dorinc  tliQ  yeara 
ISO^'D,  whan  a  Mnre  of  fonds  oompelled  the 
Board,  after  the  expanditnre  of  abont  $100,000, 
to  Mupend  tiio  whole  nndertaking.  The  canse 
of  this  diaaster  la  difflcnit  now  to  trace;  the 
atodikolders  Med  to  p«7  their  inatalmenta,  ow- 
in^  in  a  decree,  pcrbaiw,  to  the  inTestmeoto  of 
ttiw  fimda  tn  tne  nmnerona  Banks  and  InsnraDoe 
Ooonianiee  that  were  created  aboat  that  period, 
'which  promised  high  and  immediate  profits; 
•till  the  bilnre,  it  hulj  be  imagined,  wonid  not 
IwTe  oooorred  if  the  same  praotiool  knowledge 
aiad  pnblic  spirit  had  existed  then  on  the  sub- 
ject of  iutenial  improTements,  which  are  now 
manifested  almost  every  where. 

The  oompanj,  h«iDg  withont  ftinds,  made 
^pltcalioDs  for  aid  whenover  there  appeared  to 
be  ain  h^ie  of  soooesa,  to  Oongrese  and  to  the 
Legialafairee  of  theBtateaofUaiyland,  Delaware, 
and  Fomsylnnia. 

The  aal^ect  waa  intntdneed  to  the  oonddera- 
tion  rfOongrMU,  in  1806,  hj  a  memorial  signed 
on  behalf  (a  the  company,  which  was  acoom- 
pamed  by  anablepto^ctdonaatilled  "  Observa- 
ticma  receding  the  Gheat^teake  and  Delaware 
OknaL" 

FavOTable  rmorta,  in  the  Bniate,  were  made 
in  180e,  %  '9,  '13  and  >I8,  iUastzaling  the  great 
fmportiEQoe  of  the  sn^eot,  and  the  advantagw 
to  M  daiived  to  the  G«naisl  Oovenunent,  by  a 
water  eommmiicatiim  fk«m  the  Delaware  to  the 
'[rhnaapiiakfi  B^. 

It  was  reeommeoded  to  grant  to  the  company 
eeotain  qoantitlea  of  land,  from  whh^  aooree 
fimds  could  be  rdsed  to  oonndeta  the  wwk; 
tod,  to  this  effect,  several  hills  passed  is  the 
Senate — one  in  the  nsrimttf  the  tenth  Oongrees, 
and  two  in  the  Seventh  Ooogreas. 

The  Home  of  Bc^reeentatiTes  have  also  had 
Hw  snbjeot  nodar  oouslderatioii,  at  different 
toma,  from  the  year  1S08  to  the  year  18Mj 
■nd  many  reaolntions  have  been  adopted,  and 
several  eommittees  to  whom  the  sabjedi  bad 
been  leftrred,  renModvdy  reported  bills  to  the 
Boose  to  anihoiue  the  sabeoHption  oC  stock. 
Bills  of  this  description  were  reported  in  181S, 
'U,  and  '18,  and  the  bill  now  on  the  table  was 
rqmrted  at  the  last  eeadon.    In  the  mean  lime 


On  the  18th  of  December,  1819,  the  Mary- 
land Le^slatnie  enaot«d  a  law,  tbe  preamble  oi 
which  I  will  be  allowed  to  read — it  is  as  follows : 
**  Wbsreas,  during  the  time  of  war  agaiiMt  the 


United  States  of  America,  the  oonndetion  of  the 
work  of  the  Oheaapeake  and  Delaware  Oanal 
wonld  be  greatly  benefldal  to  tbe  United  States, 
l^  forming  the  great  link  of  an  inland  navitt- 
tion  of  six  or  seven  hnndred  miles,  and  thereby 
eetaUiah  a  perfeotly  safb,  ea^,  and  rapid  tran^ 
portation  of  onr  araues  and'  the  monitions  of 
war,  through  the  hiterior  of  the  oonntry,  and 
which  wotud  ever  tend  to  operate  as  a  cement 
to  the  union  between  the  States;  and,  whereas 
the  prosMri^  and  the  agrionltoral  Intereet  d  the 
State  of  Hnylaod,  the  Oommonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  Delaware  State^  are  mora 
de^lv  intereeted  than  their  i&ter  States,  in  &B 
nsenil  work  at  opening  a  commnnication  be- 
tween Uie  Oheaapeake  Bay  and  the  river  Delft- 
ware,  by  means  of  the  s^  Ohooapcake  and 
Delaware  Oanal — therefore,  In  order  to  enalde 
the  Freaident  and  Directors  of  the  said  oanal 
to  proMcnte  and  finish  the  Important  work,  bo 
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seven  hundred  and  flfljeharei^ 

the  Commcmwealth  of  Pennsylvania  Qiree  iaatr 
dred  and  seventy-five  shares,  and  the  State  of 
Delaware  one  hnndred  sharas,  in  the  Oheaa- 
peake and  Delaware  Oanal  Company,  In  enoh 
ossa^  tiie  Treasnrw  of  the  Western  Sfaoie  waa 
sathorited  to  sobsorlbet  in  bdialf  of  the  State 
of  Hsryland,  two  hundred  and  fifty  abares. 

On  the  asth  of  March,  1818,  the  Legislatora 
of  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania  passed  a  law  simi- 
lar to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
Hubraoed  tbe  preamble  in  foIL  It  anOiariaed 
a  anbeoription  to  be  made,  on  the  port  of  Fena^ 
'Bvlvaiiia,  of  ST5  shares,  if  the  United  States 
doold  snbscribe  700  shores,  the  State  of  Marr- 
laod  2fi0  shares,  and  the  State  of  Delawaio  100 

These  laws  never  went  into  operation,  aa  the 
United  Stetes  and  the  State  (^Dekwaredid  not 
sobsoribe;  and  the  prpject  rested  for  a  conride^ 
able  time.  In  IBSS,  great  exertions  were  agsda 
made  to  revive  the  cranpany,  and  to  aeqidm 
new  Information  and  new  sabecriptdooa;  and, 
in  the  year  1898,  acts  were  passed,  by  which 
snbeoriptions,  to  the  amonnt  of  $as,000,  were 
obtained  irom  the  State  of  Delawai^$SO,000 
itom  Maryland,  snd  $100,000  flnm  Pennc^ 
vanio,  and  new  private  sabseriptiiMis  were  maoo 
to  tbe  omoont  of  $836,000. 

And,  as  to  tbe  expediency  of  a  OoveriimeDt 
beooming  a  stockholdM'  in  a  corporation,  az- 
perienoe  has  shown  that  it  is  higUy  benefloial, 
and  attended  with  no  inconvenience.  The 
practice  of  the  Stetes  is  fbll  proof  of  this.  In 
mai^  instances,  they  enconrage  spirited  indi- 
vidtul^  by  oreahng  oorporadona,  and  sabscrlb- 
ing  as  stockhtddem. 

Pennsylvania  haa  repeatedly  snbsoribed  for 
stock  in  bonk^  bridges^  and  State  roads ;  Ota 
resnlt  has  been  nsetbl  to  sooh  bnprovementi 
and  advontageoDB  to  the  State. 

In  my  intK>dnet(«7  n       '* 


,  CocH^lc 


ABKntOUXNT  OF  THB 


Clitttftakt  tmd  DtUmtan  CamaL 


DMio  ottjMt,  to  dv«  ft  histoiT  of  the  proc«ed- 


of  the  litdo  I  uve  had  to  saj,  I  oome  now  to 
«a»  oonndentitm  of  the  sntijeot  which  I  dreid 
the  most.  It  ie  the  danger  that  amendmenta 
ma;  be  proposed,  by  even  the  fiiendi  of  the 
general  measQre,*to  embrace  other  otjecta,  and 
so  to  load  the  present  bill  as  to  oause  a  fuliire 
of  the  whole,  withont  its  being  eo  designed. 
This  haa  been  the  fate  of  the  measnre  hweto- 
Ave.  I  will,  however,  indnlge  the  hopt,  that 
the  public  feeling  which  generally  exists  in  &vor 
of  internal  improrements.  and  the  improved 
■tata  of  ezperienoe  as  to  the  prMtioability  and 
utility  of  pnbllo  works  in  this  conntr7,  will  in- 
dnce  honorable  members  to  pennit  the  qaestion 
to  be  taken  on  this  bill  upon  its  own  merits, 
and  not  to  expose  it  to  anj  nnneoesaarr  risk. 

It  is  reallr  diatingaishable  ftom  any  object 
fiiat  con  be  named,  inasmnoh  as  the  work  is 
partly  ezecated,  and  as  no  farther  infbnnaticKi 
Is  neoessaiT',  no  State  laws  are  to  be  obt^ned, 
md  ib  national  importance  is  so  aM>arent  that 
no  one  oan  dtatj  it.  If  the  Oeata«l  Oovem- 
nent  is  serioaaly  diapoeed  to  wd,  in  certain  in- 
■tanoes,  the  internal  imprDveDiMita  of  the  oonn- 
tay,  no  spot  could  be  seleoted  freer  from  ottjeo- 
tions,  for  a  beginning. 

I  think  I  have  good  reason  to  antidpate  a 
fhvorable  remit  in  this  respect  from  the  land- 
able  disposition  that  prevailed  in  Oongress  at 
Um  last  WMion,  when  the  bills  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Miasiadpi^  Bivers 
irere  onder  disooseion.  No  member,  that  I  re- 
collect, attempted  to  can;  with  those  billa, 
other  favorite  objeota  of  his  own.  They  were 
Urly  ooniidered  on  thur  respeoUve  merits 
aitao. 

The  otfject  c^  this  bill,  it  U  troe,  lies  near 
those  I  represent,  bnt  onoe  I  have  had  tbe 
honor  of  a  seat  here,  I  have  been  nuiform  in 
^ving  my  sapport  to  the  internal  improvements 
of  the  oonati?.  I  have,  on  no  occasion,  retbsed 
to  vote  for  any  measnre  of  improvement,  be- 
Mmse  it  waa  not  oonneoted  with  something  near 
home;  and  the  same  spirit  appeara  to  have 
anlm^ed  the  members  generally,  at  the  last 
•esdon. 

I  have  been  indnoed  to  make  the  rema^ 
which  I  have  done,  req>eotiDg  any  amendments 
to  connect  the  bill  with  other  ol:i|eots,  although 
a  little  oat  of  place,  becanse  I  have  nnderstood 
tbit,  in  this  way,  this  Interesting  prqjeot  had 
oEten  been  defeated. 

b  introdudng  this  bill  to  tbe  oondderation 
of  the  committee,  I  have  abstained  from  any 
lemarka  on  the  general  snUeot  of  improving  a 
oonntry  by  canals,  and  will  now  only  observe 
that,  in  ve^  many  iastanoea,  they  have  entire- 
{v  changed  the  appearanoe  of  the  conntry 
UiroQgh  which  they  pass,  by  giving  to  its  ia- 
'terior  parts, 'in  a  great  degree,  the  advantages 
<k  coasts,  and  bringing  the  whole  ooontry  into 
a  sort  of  compactness  that  cannot  be  accom- 
plished by  any  other  means.  They  oonqner 
lh»  inoonvanienoM  that  natorallj  esiat  between 


the  extreme  parts  of  a  naticm,  »bA,  by  the  fadli- 
tiee  which  they  olwqv  aSi»d  they  ezdte  in- 


been  the  esae  in  moat  naUms;  and  this  a 
atmige  to  me,  for,  a>  aoon  as  pnblio  wcwks  are 
execnt«d,  they  are  cimsdtted  Uie  highest  bles^ 
ings  that  ean  be  bestowed  on  a  comktrj,  and  the 
aatbors  of  them  go  downto  poeterilr  with  mi»a 
lasting  glory  than  eonld  be  att^ed  by  am- 
other  pnbUo  acta.  The  oredit  now  d^ienoa 
on  tbe  aotnal  exeontioni,  tbe  scdeqoe  on  the  sub- 
ject being  so  well  known. 

Bome  imagine  that  the  nation  is  too  yonng. 
No  opinion  oan  be  more  Maolons.  On  tlda 
bead,  I  was  pleased  with  a  remark  (tf  the  Abba 
de  Pradt,  on  the  Colonies.  In  speaking  on  tbe 
age  of  a  nation,  he  says  it  doee  not  depend  cm 
time,  it  is  on  the  reaonrces  and  population  of 
tbe  eomitry — and  I  will  add  to  tus  eeomble  re- 
ma^  Oiat  it  may  depend  also,  in  a  d^ree,  cm 
&e  eot«ipri«ng  oharaoter  of  the  people.  Ten 
milliooa  of  people  are  oapable  of  performing  all 
the  important  mteresta  <a  a  nation.  This  on^^t 
not,  on  sabjeots  of  this  description,  to  be  con- 
mdered  a  ytHing  nation. 

Tbe  Kew  York  works  are  a  complete  and 
satia&otory  answer  to  any  objections  noade  in  re- 
spect to  the  a^  of  the  nation.  We  have  oon- 
lar  demonstration  of  the  immmae  works  that 
have  been  aooom[djshed  there  in  a  period  of 
seven  or  ^ght  years;  and  I  will  ask,  has  any 
of  the  other  ooncems  of  the  Btate  or  the  nation 
been  neglected  on  that  aooonntf  It  is  tme, 
that  State  is  in  debt  fw  nearly  the  whole  ex- 
penditnre — bnt  would  any  man  in  tbe  State 
give  np  the  canal  to  be  free  of  the  debt)  Not 
one.  Now,  tike  General  Qoventment  can  do 
the  aame  thiogs  on  a  still  greater  scaie :  and 
why  sttonld  not  the  same  results  follow!  Lk 
ten  years,  the  whole  &oe  <^  this  oonnljj  nd^it 
be  chimged.  Gentiemen  talk  of  the  national 
debt — bat  what  is  a  debt  of  eighty  or  ninety 
millions  to  soch  a  oonnliy  as  uia !  Had  the 
Bfstem  of  internal  improvements  been  oom- 
menoed  long  ago,  the  value  of  the  country 
might  have  been  donbled  at  this  day — nor 
WMild  it  havo  involved  the  saorifice  of  any 
other  intereata,  to  promote  intamal  improve- 
ments, as  the  example  i^  New  Tork,  already 
quoted,  has  plainly  draumstrated.  I  rincerely 
hope,  Mr.  Onaitmu^  that  we  shall  now  make  a 
'     '     '         I  am  well  ocmvinoed  the  ^irit  trf 


„  is  to  be  made,  no  spot  ooold  be  se- 
lected freer  fr^m  objections,  than  that  in  whioh 
the  canal  has  been  commenced^  which  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  present  bill  to  aid. 

The  oommitiee  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment,  and  the  qnestioo  Iwng  on  ordering 
it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  Ur. 
OooKE  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  that 
question,  which  were  taken  as  follows : 

Tzia.— Hessrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  lenntMse^ 


DKBATBS  OT  CONOBBBS. 


jAwunr,  18S5.] 

AllenofTMuienee,iJtiaoQ,ButlOT,B«»clMr,  Blair, 
Backner,  Csdj,  Call,  OambraLang,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Ganedj,  CotluiE,  C<n>dict,  Cook,  Ciuhman,  Dorfee, 
Dwifht,  EUii,  Foot  of  Coiweeacnt,  ForaTth,  For- 
vard,  Gatlin,  (riiriey,  Harris,  Eemptull,  Heriiimer, 
Holoombe,  Ingham,  baacs,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
J.  T.  JobDMD,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Krcmer,  Letcher, 
Idttle,  LiTinestoii,  McArthor,  HoKean,  McLuie 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Hallar;,  Hailindile, 
Hatlack,  Uercer,  tGUer,  Mitchell  of  PenneTlTauia, 
MitebeU  of  Marjland,  Moore  of  EentDCkf,  Neale, 
NeirtOD,  Owen,  Fattenon  of  Fennai^Tania,  Patter- 


for,  Bterling,  3.  StepheoMKt,  SUwart,  Stone,  Swan, 
Tfaoiupean  of  FeansjlTania,  Tomlinaon,  Udree, 
Taaee  of  Ohio,  Van  Renvalaer,  Vinton,  Waifleld, 
W«7&e,  Webster,  Whittlewj,  James  Wileon,  Wil- 
aon  of  Ohio,  Woi^  Woods,  and  Wright— BS. 

'Si.ii. — Mea8n.*jUexaader  of  Yirgiiua,  Archer, 
F.  P.  Barbour,  Bawett,  Bradlej,  Buck,  Burleigh, 
Cunpbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Caray,  Cluk, 
Cocl^  Conner,  Crafts,  Oraig,  Crowniiuhfeld,  Cul- 
peper,  Day,  Dwinell,  Eddy,  Ednards  of  North  Caro- 
Dna,  FindlaT,  Floyd,  Foote  of  Mew  Tork,  Frost, 
Ganbon,  Girt,  Goran,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harrey, 
Harden,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jen- 
UiH,  Kidder,  Latbrop,  Leftwloh,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
fldd,  Urennore,  Locke,  Lonfr,  Longibllow,  McCoy, 
Kclhiffle,  Mangnm,  Ibirio,  Malaou,  Morgan,  Kd- 
■OB,  O^ien,  OBs,  Beed,  Bicbards,  B<Me,  Ross, 
SaiiDden,  EBbley,  Arthur  Smith,  Bpaight,  A.  Steren- 
aon,  Stoddard,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Ten 
S/ck,  Thompson  of  Georgia^  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
naia,  Tucker  of  South  Carouoa,  Tyson,  Vance  of 
liorth  Carolina,  Whipple,  Whitman,  WiUiams  of 
New  YorkjWilllamg  of  Virginia,  Williame  of  North 
CaroQna,  Wilsoa  of  South  Carolina,  and  Wood 
—88. 

So  the  bin  waa  ordered  to  be  esgrowed. 

IfoKDAT,  Jannaij  17. 
ITatioMl  Boad. 

The  House  went  Into  Oommlttee  of  the 
"Whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  oontinna- 
tion  of  the  Onjnberland  Boad,  Ur.  Bassxsa  in 
the  chuT, 

The  qnestion  being  for  filUng  the  blank  fbr 
an  appropriation  with  1GO,000  doll&ra, 

Mr.  Ol*t,  (8peaker,)roee,  and oheerred,  that, 
from  his  Bttaohment  to  that  STstem  of  intemsl 
policj,  of  which  the  measare  now  before  the 
committee  formed  a  part,  he  had  entert^ed  a 
wiah  to  offer  to  their  consideration  some  views 
in  relation  to  it  which  had  fbroiblj  imprttwed 
Iiiji  own  mind ;  bitt  had  he  antioipatod  Uie  state 
of  expectation  which  it  wonld  be  needleae  for 
Mm  to  affect  not  to  peroeive,  or  th^  debilitated 
state  in  which  he  now  appeared  before  the  oom- 
imittee,  he  sboold  have  oonteoted  himself  with 
giTing  hia  ^ent  vote  in  &Tor  of  the  bill. 


House,  and  the  gener^-  views  of  whioh.'Were 
already  so  familiar  to  the  minds  of  those  whom 
be  addressed,  that  he  despaired  of  adding  an; 
thing  to  that  knowledge  of  it  which  they  al- 
ready poaseawd.     IndMd,  he  oonsdered  the 


yatiamiltaad.  [HI  o*  R. 

views  of  polioj  which  he  held  an  this  snbjeot 
as  having  beui  vindicated  and  miuntained  hj 
the  votes  of  the  Eooee  at  the  last  session.  Tat 
he  wonld  say  thus  mnch :  that  he  oonndered 
the  question,  as  to  the  eiistenoe  and  the  exer- 
oise  of  a  power  in  the  General  Qovemment  to 
oarr;  into  effeat  a  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments, as  amoooting  to  the  qnestion  whether 
the  nuion  of  theee  States  should  be  preserved 
or  not— a  qnestioii  whidi  involved  the  dearest 
hope*  and  twif^tast  prospects  irf  onr  oonnti;. 
^  to  the  (^linioii,  that  the  canying  cm  of  theae 
improvecDenta  belonged  to  the  States  iu  their 
individnal  and  separate  oharaoter,  it  mi^t  as 
well  be  espeoted  l^t  the  Statea  ahoold  pwform 


observed  Mr.  0.,  to  ask  the  in^vidnal  States  to 
make  internal  improvemeats  fi»r  th»  general 
v*\f(»n,  than  yon  have  to  ask  them  to  make 
war  fbr  the  general  weUkre,  or  to  bnild  Eor- 
tifioatdoQB  fbr  the  general'  deftooe,  becanse 
some  of  them  may  happen  to  have  a  peonliar 
local  interest  in  either.  They  are  no  more 
bound  to  do  any  one  of  the  dntiea  which  per- 
tain to  the  Qeneral  Qovemment,  than  to  do 
any  other  one  of  the  dntiee  which  pertain  to  it. 
Sir,  it  is  our  province,  not  thurs.  It  is,  indeed, 
trae.  that  the  intweets  ik  the  wbde  and  of  one 
of  the  parts  may  be  ocnnciden^  and  sometimea 
to  a  very  remarkable  dcsree — nay,  to  snoh  a 
denee  as  may  induce  a  State  government  to 
undertake  a  dnty  which  more  properly  belongs 
to  Coogreee.  But  such  cases  are  rare,  and  soon 
an  effect  baa  seldom  happened.  One  inslsnoe, 
indeed,  may  be  pointed  ont — that  of  the  great 
canal  in  the  State  of  New  York.  When  that 
State  applied  to  this  House  for  aid  in  her  ^reat 
and  spirited  undertakingj  it  was  my  opmion 
that  she  ought  to  receive  it — and  it  is  now  my 
opinioQ  that,  for  what  she  baa  advanoed  in  the 
oomplelion  of  that  noble  enten>rise,  die  has  at 
this  hour  a  just  claim  upon  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. But  oases  of  this  kind  always  will  be 
rare — It  fs  vain  to  expect  that  any  State  will 
feel  a  snffloisnt  Interest  in  any  object  or  im- 
provement (unless  such  as  are  pnrely  local  in 
tbrir  oharaoter)  as  to  induce  her  to  make  an 
appropriatiott  cS  her  individnal  r 
'"1  Booomplishment. 

With  these 
great  policy  o 
now  proposed,  be  wonld  go  on  to  Inqnlie  in 
the  first  i^aoe^  ii  the  olgect  in  the  present  bill 
of  snflknNit  magnitude  to  authorise  aa  s^plio^ 
tion  to  it  of  Ute  reaouroes  of  the  nation  f  To 
answer  tbia  inquiry,  the  ot||ect  most  be  oondid- 


intemal  improvement  of  tJie  Union.  What,s^d 
be,  is  the  actual  state  of  the  &otst  There  now 
exists  from  the  oity  of  Baltimore  to  Wheeling, 
in  the  State  of  Vir^ni^  an  uninterrupted  line 
of  turnpike  road,  eitemUng  to  a  total  distance 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy  milea ;  and  there 
also  exists  a  like  Une  of  road  from  tids  oi^  to 
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irManal  Seod. 


the  Bam«  plaea  with  the  ^xoapQoa  of  one  mall 
(H^  betweeo  mmteomarj  Oonrt  Hense  and 
Frederioktown,  Taking  Us  origin  at  the  foot 
of  the  Allegany  Monatcliu,  Um  Onmberiand 
road  aztends  to  the  eactecn  bank  of  the  Ohio, 
a  dlatanoe  at  dm  Awtidrvd  and  iMrtn-fite  miht. 
Of  thia  distanoe  tai^itj4in  miles  lie  in  Peon- 

Slrani^  Qiirtvw  thir^^Te  in  HaiTlaiid,  wid 
e  reaidiM  in  Yir^nia— the  entire  work,  from 
aaa  end  to  the  other,  and  throng  its  whole  ex- 
t«nt,  Iviag  exclnsivelj  in  the  ButoB  «a«t  of  the 
Ohio  River.  The  proporation  now  presented 
to  the  oommittee  is  to  extend  this  road  bom 
the  west  bank  of  that  river  to  Zanasville,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio^  %  diatanoe  of  ^kt)  vtim.  If 
the  pn^ontion  abaU  meet  with  the  &vor  <tf 
OtMigreaa,  the  whole  length  of  road  tKxa  Balti- 
more to  ZaneaviUe  will  he  850  miln. 

Mr.  0.  then  remarked  on  the  ohantoter  of 
the  ootmbj  throngh  wbioh  the  mateinplated 
mad  ia  to  pais^  which  he  deaoribed  aa  oontain- 
ing  a  ancoeiBion  of  hilk  some  of  which  mi^t 
perluuM  have  been  called  numntaina,  bot  for 
the  utitade  of  the  oeighboring  Alleghanlea — 
and  which  oontinoe  as  &r  west  as  the  Unekin- 
gom  Biver^n  the  bank  of  which  Zanesville  ia 
ritoated.  There,  or  a  little  to  the  west  of  it, 
a  level  plain  of  an  allnvial  oharao- 


IQa^aslppi,  a  diataooe 
twentf  milea. 

The  present  proposition,  llr.  0.  Bald,  was  to 
be  oonsidered  tn  refoi«ooa,  fint,  to  what  had 
been  draie^  and  aeoond,  to  what  remained  to  be 
done.  The  propoeed  part  of  the  load  most  be 
viewed,  first,  in  rea^eot  to  one  termination  of 
the  entire  line  which  is  at  Oomberlaod,  and 
then  in  r«spect  to  the  other  termination  of  it, 
which  ha  trasted  woold  one  dav  be  on  the  Uis- 
BODii.  It  most  also  be  viewed  in  reference  to 
that  hraitoh  (tf  i^  which  he  hoped,  at  no  distant 
da^,  wonld  pass  throagh  Eentaoky  and  Tennes- 
lee  to  Natolies  and  New  Odeana,  Interseoting 
the  great  road  now  pr<^>oead  from  the  latter 
place  to  tUa  dtf.  It  mnst  be  remembered, 
■aid  he,  that  it  ia  a  part  (tf  a  road  whidi  ia  to 
traverse  nine  States  and  two  Territmies :  ao 
that  whether  we  look  to  the  right  <v  to  the  lefL 
we  find  the  intereels  of  nine  entdre  Btates  and 
two  Teriitoriee,  all  ooncentiated  in  the  preeent 


deogn. 


B  Ur.  0.  wished  to  be  permitted  to  state 
me  bot  with  wbiob,  perbtq>s,  bnt  few  mem- 
bers of  the  oommittee  were  acquainted.  A 
distinguished  member  of  the  other  Honae  had 
lately  travelled  in  company  with  the  delegate 
ftom  Florida,  now  on  uiis  floor,  over  the  very 
ronte  which  was  contem^ated  m  tlua  bill  for 
the  road  propoeed.  Tbey  bad  firand  it,  thondi 
•omewhat  hillv,  fi«e  from  any  momitainooa  oU 
atmolioQS,  and  abonndlng  in  all  the  mafmialn 
which  woidd  be  required  for  owfltmclioii. 

Mr.  0.  next  proceeded  to  In^die^  whether  the 
ol^eot,  snob  as  he  had  now  described  it,  was  not 
justly  entitled  to  be  oonridered  a  national  oh- 
jectl    Look,  said  he^  at  the  edbot  prodnoed 


naoe  of  time  fonoedy  reqnked  to  go  fixHn  Bal- 
timore  to  Wheeling,  was  frmn  ^ht  to  ten  dm 
— tiie  time  now  oooopied  is  three  days.  Tm 
efl^  {J  snoh  a  saving  of  time  wonld  readily  b« 
omceived.  To  this  oondderation  m^ht  ba 
added  the  advantage  reenlliDtf  fi^nn  the  mvest-' 
ment  of  so  much  oafutal,  and  the  ezpenditare 
of  so  mnch  pnhlio  moneyi  in  a  region  of  ooon- 
tr;  where  both  were  so  much  needed.  Settle- 
ments had  been  mnltiplied — boildings  of  all 
kinds  erected— -Tiilagee  had  apraog  np  aa  if  h; 
enchantment ;  and,  to  use  the  laiwoage  of  (Xia 
ot  the  gentlemen  vho  had  ably  advocated  th« 
bill,  the  road  resembled  one  oontJnoed  street, 
almost  the  whole  way  ftx>m  Cmnberlaod  to 
WheelinK.  The  efieot  bad  been  a  great  addi< 
tion  to  ttie  valae  of  property,  ftnd  an  imporant 
increase  of  the  wealth  of  three  States  throngfa 
which  this  great  pnblic  work  had  been  eaa- 
stmcted. 

It  haa  been  called,  by  some  gentlemen,  a 
Western  road,  bat  how  conld  it  be  a  Western 
road,  when  not  one  foot  of  it  lay  witiun  any 
one  of  the  Western  States,  bnt  the  entira 
road,  in  all  its  parts,  lay  wholly  in  the  Eastern 
States  t  The  direct  benefit,  and  mnch  Hut 
was  oollataral,  waa  felt  by  the  three  Eaatam 
8t^ee  whwe  the  road  lay ;  the  only  beneiBt  to 
the  Western  States  was  a  mere  right  of  w^. 
All  they  erjoyed  in  the  road  was  the  li^t  to 
pass  over  it  to  visit  their  brethren  in  the  Ead, 
and  to  come  to  this  Metropolis  to  mingle  thdr 
oonnsels  with  their  fellow-oitizws  of  the  Sonlli 
and  East — important  ben^ts  no  donbt — bat 
not  saoh  as  onght  to  dewgnate  this  road  aa  a 
Western  road.  In  fact,  Mr.  0.  stUd,  it  was 
neither  an  Eastern  nor  a  Western  road,  bnt 
LTtly  tiie  (xie  and  partly  the  other.  The 
in^ts  derived  firom  it  were  atricUy  mntnaL 
Mr.  0.  asked,  if  the  United  States  were  not 
onder  a  poutdve  obligation  to  extend  thia  road! 
What  was  the  history  of  this  undertaking  t  It 
arose  ont  of  a  compact  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  the  time  that 
State  waa  admitted  into  the  Union,  by  which 
two  per  cent,  of  the  net  procoedfi  of  tiie  sales 
of  the  pnblio  lands  was  to  be  applied  to  the 
"  of  a  road  leading  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 
ir  provision  was  uso  made  in  the  oom- 
pacts,  by  which  Indiana,  Illinoia,  Missouri,  Mi» 
idadpoi,  and,  he  believed-  Alabama,  were  ad- 
mitted  as  States.  It  had  been  contended  by 
some  gentlemen,  that  the  constmclioii  of  the 
Onmberland  read  was  a  fulfilment  of  lihia  oom- 
paot  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea.  Thi% 
sud  Mr,  0.,  I  deny  ntterly.  I  grant,  indeed, 
that  it  is  a  fulfilment  of  the  oompagt  with  the 
State  of  Ohio.  The  United  States  covenanted 
to  make  a  road  leading  to  that  State.  They 
have  done  so;  and  Ohio  has  no  right  to  de- 
mand that  the  road  shoiild  be  carried  one  foot 
forther.  But  the  case  is  entirely  difTerrait  with 
the  States  beyond  Ohio.  They  have  a  ligh^ 
onder  thdi  leepeotiTe  aam^taa,  to  demand « 
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road  which  sbaU  tormiiuto  at  thur  Umiu — a 
road  which  ahall  be  bron^  tip  lo  the  boimdai7 
1^  of  those  Btatea  i«n>eotiTelT.  It  is  very 
tine,  Uutt  OoDgraBs  may  b^in  ma  road  wher- 
ever  they  please,  bnt  it  mnst  terminate  at  the 
State  to  which  Oongrega  haa  ooraiusted  that 
Qie  road  ahall  lead. 

Am  I  not,  said  Ur.  Oi^T,  argoing  a  qnestion 
which  is  too  plain  to  be  Ulnstratedl  Oan  it  be 
■aid,  that  GoTemment  has  made  a  road  to  IDs- 
toorf,  when  It  has  made  a  road  which  nowhere 
qmroaches  Uisaoari  within  600  milcel  or,  that 
tt  has  made  a  road  to  Qia  other  Western  States, 
when  it  has  made  one  to  a  point  360,  SOO,  or 
SOO  miles  &om  themt  Qimtlemen aaK wt  a 
mad  has  been  made  in  that  direction.  It  might 
M  well  be  s^d,  that  the  nuUng  of  Peno^lTania 
arenne,  in  this  tatj,  was  a  AilflhneDt  of  the 
oontraot,  or  that  the  QoveiameDt  might  begin  a 
road  in  the  remotest  part  ot  the  east,  and  tni 
ttthwe,  provided  it  had  a  weetemdireoti<»i.  He 
repeated,  Government  was  not  bonnd  to  spend 
more  than  the  two  per  oenL  tinder  tta  oontraot 
— bat  the  road  moat  and  at  the  limit  of  the 
States  with  whom  the  oompact  was  made. 

And  here,  said  Ur.  0.,  let  me  a£^  mj  worthy 
IKend  Irom  IDsdesippi,  (Mi.  Bahkiv,)  whether 
be  wonld  conmdcr  a  road  ending  at  Wheeling 
as  ft  road  to  UiariMlp^  because  it  leada,  thouf 
oblionelr,  toward  that  State)  I  «m  sore  he 
would  DoL  He  wonld  s^y  Oongreas  hod  fbl- 
fiDed  its  bu^^  only  when  the  road  terminated 
at  tiia  Misgiaappi, 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  proviiiMi  which 
idadges  the  two  per  oent.  ftand  of  the  seveial 
Western  States  for  defrwing  the  expeoae  of  the 
Onmberland  road,  had  been  inawted  in  all  the 
IT  Inlla  on  that  sotjeot    I  admit  th^  a^ 


the  idan,  that  Oongress  should  go  on  with  the 
ro«4  <^  carry  it  to  all  the  States  whose  flmds 
hare  been  thos  pledged. 

On  the  qoestitai  dr  Uie  ntaUtr  of  the  . 
imtortating,  Ur.  0.  tnuted  he  need  aay  do 
tBix«-  He  was  h^pr,  he  s^  to  find  Hiat  the 
wcoihy  gentleman  from  Virt^nia,  (Ur.  P.  P. 
Bakbodx,)  who,  to  hi<  great  regret,  oonld  not, 
with  his  views  of  the  craistitaCion,  ainport  the 
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VUL,  bad  declared,  with  that  honcM«£ls  frank- 
neas  for  which  he  was  so  eroioently  ^stingoirti- 
«d,  that  apart  from  that  view  id  the  qneation, 
he  ahonld  be  in  iavor  of  the  meosore  now  pro- 
powL 

Ur.  0.  thooght  that  the  princlf4e  of  pTeaer- 
yatioa  itedf  a&rded  snffldent  argument  in  enp- 
port  of  the  measnre  now  onder  oomidwstion. 
He  knew.  Indeed,  that  all  qneationa  wUeh 
l^anwwi  at  the  anion  of  the  BMea,  and  the 
poeribility  of  its  serwanoe^  ahonld  be  touched 
Uf^tly,  uid  with  a  oantkiiis  hand.  Bn^  if  they 
vere  notto  bediwiusedin  that  awoatMsemtdy, 
vheie  might  ther  bal  I,  «dd  Mr.  Olat,  am 
not  one  of  thoM  who  are  in  &Tor  of  covering  oor 
cues  and  oonoealing  fr<»u  onnelrea  the  dangcn 


to  whkh  we  may  be  exposed.  Danger,  of 
whatever  kind,  is  beet  gnaided  ag^nat  when  it 
is  deliberately  contemplated,  and  fnUy  nnder> 
stood.  It  is  not  to  be  averted  bv  rikutling  oar 
eyes  and  ears  againat  the  posdMUly  (tf  Ita  ap- 
Iffoach.  Hq)pi^,  there  exist  among  ns  many 
great  and  powemd  prindplea  of  ecAeeiwt—H 
common  ot^jn— oommou  language — a  oommm 
law— oranmcn  liberty — oommon  Teoolleo&»  of 
"natiMud  g^xy.  Bnt,  asked  Mr.  0.,  have  w« 
not  seen,  in  at  least  one  iustanoe  in  history, 
that  all  these  have  not  been  strong  enoogfa  to 


they  cyeniA  oa  «vwy  n 
aratloiL  That  such  tendendea  ezist,  will  not 
be  denied  bv  any  candid  and  reflecting  man, 
and  they  em  on  q>  to  look  tar  ahead,  and  to 
prevent  if  posrable,  the  disastrooa  evil  which 
th^  threaten.  Arniwg  the  causes  which  go 
to  inoeaae  the  tendendee  to  Beperation,  in 
snch  a  system  as  oiir&  may  )>e  enumerated  the 
Icnfty  mountains  which  separate  different  parti 
of  our  ooontry — the  extended  space  over  which 
our  popnlation  and  Government  are  spread, 
together  wi(h  the  difierent  Boenea  to  which 
oommer^al  pnrenite  lead  the  citizens  of  difibr- 
ent  distriota  ot  the  Union.  Some  of  these  ar^ 
indeed,  beyond  human  control,  bat  the  efibot  ct 
many  of  them  may  be^  in  a  oectun  degree,  ooi- 
rected,  if  not  wholly  removed.  The  mountidiis 
m^y  be  cat  throngh ;  we  will  teaoti  the  IcAy  Afl*- 
^kany  to  bow  Us  proud  head  to  the  interest  and 
rqK»e  of  onr  eomitiT.  Aa  to  q>aoe  and  distance, 
they  are  terms  whdiy  relative,  and  they  have  to- 
lotion  aa  moob  to  Um  &oUlty  of  intaroonrse  aa 
to  actual  distance  of  plao&  It  wUl  be  the  brat 
nen  of  wiee  lecjahtftot,  to  oorreot  the  evils  to 
which  a  naise  popnlation  eiqioses  ns.  We 
have  already  seen  what  may  be  e&oted.  A 
diotanoe  wmch  formerly  conanmed  nine  days, 
(and  in  tJds  i  speak  froia  personal  knowledge, 
having  passed  tne  route  in  all  ocnditions  of  the 
road,)  can  now  be  done  in  three.  Wheeling  is 
thus  NX  da;rB'  toavel  nearer  to  Woshingtoa 
So  is  St.  Loni&  so  is  every  plaoe  west  of  Wheel- 
ing. If  two  luaoes  are  twenty  milee  apart,  and 
two  other  idaoas  are  ^hty  miles  aeooder,  and 
yet  the  distance  between  both  ooonpies  but  one 
d^,  the  two  latter  plaoea,  fw  evfvy  praotied 
pnrpoae,  are  as  near  to  each  oUier  as  the  twa 
former.  And  is  it  not  the  aolemn  daty  of  this 
House,  to  stren^:th«i,  by  every  means  in  its 
power,  the  piinoples  of  oohedon  which  bind  va 
leather — to  perpetoata  the  union  of  these 
Slatea,  and  to  weaken  and  diminish,  to  the  nt- 
moat  of  its  ability,  whatever  has  an  opponte 
tendency  t  Oan  the  imagination  of  man  ocm- 
oeive  a  poUay  better  calculated  than  that  of 
whi^  the  present  meaanre  forma  a  part,  to  bring 
the  oppoaiteeztremilieBof  onr  eonotry  together 
—to  bind  its  vaiiona  parte  to  each  ottter,  and  to 
multiply  and  strengthen  the  varions  and  iDnum- 
eraUe  tiee  of  oommendal,  sodal,  and  litenry 
intenxiui»— in  a  wori,  to  make  of  the  Toiltfaa 
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«tad  Bepnblica  one  nnitad  ipoofHa  t  It  ia  tme^ 
that  no  effort)  of  th«  QoTemment  eta  altogether 
ronoTe  one  effect  of  our  local  ritnation,  which 
ooDflea  one  part  of  our  ooontry  to  find  Ua  com- 
tneroEal  vent  in  one  ocean,  and  aoothw  in 
■nuther.  Tet,  even  this  nut;  be  in  part  ew 
noted,  and  one  great  adrantage  attending  the 
proposed  nationu  highway — th«  bnnation  at  t, 
part  of  which  ia  oontemplated  in  the  preaent 
Dill — will  be  its  effect  npon  Uie  eonunwoe  of 
Che  conntrj.  And  here,  said  Hr.  O^  let  me  state 
one  fact.  I^  at  thia  moment,  the  altematiTe 
-  were  preaented  to  me,  of  a  total  exoloBion  of 
my  State  from  all  oae  of  the  JOasiedppi  Kver  for 
oommeroi&l  pnrpoees,  or  the  aame  ezolnaion 
from  the  Atlantic  Stated,  I  would,  without 
hesitation    prefer  the  former,  and  I  beliere 


Atlantic  coast,  is  of  p«ater  valne  than  that 
which  pasBea  down  the  MiseisBippi  to  the  6alf 
of  Mexico — and  this  will  be  iuoreodn^j  the 
""  !i  i^  aal  hope,  we  are  to  ha™  B^&eii  dif- 


tny  intention  to  ask  fur  any  ftarther  approprio- 
tioDi  for  thia  parpoae,  at  least  for  wnne  time  to 
onne,  bat  we  sbiUl  liTe,  I  hope,  as  a  natdon,  aa 
long  as  any  other  nabon.  I  speak  not  of  the 
works  of  one  year,  or  of  twenty  years,  bnt  of 
those  to  which  we  may  look  forwud,  shonld 
onr  present  state  of  peaoe  conttnne.  An  appro- 
priation of  half  a  million  of  doQars  annually 
wonld  not  be  felt  by  a  ooimtry  like  tbis^  and  yet 
it  would  effect  every  object  which  the  Mends 
of  imemal  ImproYement  propose  to  themselvee 
or  to  this  Honse. 

Bat  it  may  be  sud,  Why  shonld  the  General 
GoTenunaut  make  a  road  for  the  State  of  Ohio ) 
Kr,  if  this  were  a  road  for  the  benefit  of  Ohio, 
I  would  not  ask  an  appropriation  of  a  single 
dollar.  Ohio  has  no  snoh  peonliat  int««st  in 
thia  measure  as  would  ever  indnoe  h^  to  un- 
dertake to  make  this  road.  It  is  not  a  State 
road,  but  a  national  road,  that  Is  ccnatwnplated. 
It  is  cot  the  dnty  of  the  State,  it  is  yoor  du^ 
to  make  it.  The  roote  for  the  road  paaeee 
through  one  of  the  poorest  parts  of  the  State  of 
Ohio.  Indeed,  for  siz^  miles,  it  runs  tiiroDgh 
•a  poor  a  country  as  I  ever  saw.  Let  me  aak 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  Had  this 
argament  been  nsed  with  rera>eDt  to  the  Onm- 
berland  road,  would  Pennsylvania  hare  made 
that  part  of  the  road  which  now  passee  through 
her  territory)  Or  wonld  Uaryland  or  Vir- 
ginia have  mode  what  passes  through  theirs) 
Ko.  sir  I  Bo  for  from  it,  that  I  am  well  satisfied, 
if  that  road  were  destroyed  to-morrow,  a  part 
of  the  popnlation  of  these  States  would  heartily 
i^ice.  The  rosonroa*  of  Ohio  are  scanty,  and 
flhe  will  not  do  that  which  you  ought  to  dor 
Ohio  will  oertainlj  be  benefited  by  tbls  roa^ 
just  as  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Marylant^ 
ue  now  benefited  by  the  Onmberland  road. 
Bat  tlHM  uKudental  advantagea,  rasnlting  to 
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Ohio,  are  not  to  deter  yon  from  performing 
your  dnty  to  the  Union,  any  more  than  the 
inddentu  benefits  of  a  fortifioatiDn  in  any  par- 
ticular State  shonld  prevent  the  General  Gov- 
ernment from  making  the  fbrtifioation. 

With  reapeot  to  the  honorable  member  front- 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MaDnma,}  whom  I  waa* 
delighted,  <m  a  firmer  occasion,  to  find  ocM>per> 
aUng  with  the  frirads  of  internal  improvement 
I  must  eay  that  my  delight  was  only  equalled 
by  the  regret  I  now  feel  at  his  oppmdtion  to  the 
present  hilL  He  tells  us  that  the  West  is  filled 
witb  emigrants  from  the  £sstem  States ;  that 
her  inhabitants  ore  bnt  one  part  of  the  same 
f^nSy,  8iM«ad  on  the  eastern  and  western  side 
of  the  monntmns ;  that  all  the  varioos  and  fond 
recolleotiong  which  belong  to  the  birth-place  of 
these  enrigronts,  oonstitiite  so  many  ties  and 
sofbRuards  to  cement  the  common  anion.  Bn^ 
need  I  remind  that  gentleman,  that  other  gen- 
erations are  hereafter  to  sprins  up — generations 
who  will  Snd  the  tombs  of  tneir  ancestry,  not 
upon  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  bat  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Hisnsaippi  and  the  Ohio.  On  thent 
no  snoh  ties  will  exert  their  power — no  such 
recollections  spread  their  healing  infinence.  Ia 
it  not  then  the  duty  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  bind  our  popnlation  by  other  and  mor« 
lasting  ties)  And,  after  all,  what  is  it  that  ta 
asked  from  Oongren,  not  only  at  this  session, 
but  at  all  Aitnre  aearions,  for  Uieae  eighty  miles 
of  the  great  Nadtnal  highway  t  Less  than  the 
cost  cf  a  nngle  frigate— not  twice  the  snm 
whicli  wiD  buQd  tlioee  ten  sloops  of  war  which 
are  now  called  for,  and  which  I  appr^end  wiQ 
be  required  fbr  the  defence  of  onr  commerce 
against  tbe  depredations  of  piracy — this  is  all  that 
is  asked.  Yet  we  ore  told  of  the  ravenons  vo- 
racity of  the  West  I  Will  Pennsylvania  decline 
an  appeal,  not  to  hw  generority,  but  to  her  Ju»< 
tioef  Is  it  fcip — is  it  generous— is  it  jost— 
after  ahe  has  eqjoyed  the  expenditnre  of  mors 
then  a  million  of  the  public  money,  on  tlie 
Onmberland  road — after  honses  have  sprung 
up,  and  villages  been  fbrmed,  and  settlements 
niolti|Jied  upon  her  soil,  in  conseqnence  of  that 
ezpeaditnre— I  ask,  ia  it  generoaa,  to  aay,  ths 
moment  the  road  leaves  the  limit  of  that  terri- 
tory, that  ahe  wiU  oppose  its  farther  provreast 
But,  if  neither  Joitioe  nor  generosity  will  pre- 
vidl  with  her,  IM  me  remind  her  delegation  of 
the  tnta-Mt  of  that  State.  What  is  this  road 
bnt  on  eil«nnon  of  the  road  from  Philadelphia 
to  Pittsborg  f  And  whither  will  its  branches 
lead  bnt  to  Bedford,  to  Carlisle,  and  downward, 
from  thence,  throngn  all  the  neighboring  towns) 
Sir,  I  do  hope  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania wiU  not  oppose  this  bill.  I  know,  in- 
deed, that  there  did  once  exist  a  pr^ndioe 
agaiiist  the  Onmberland  road,  in  one  citj  <^ 
that  State;  but  I  foel  satisfied  that  ere  now  the 
good  sense  which  so  eminently  distinguiedies 
that  city,  bos  prevailed  agunst  the  prejudice 
arising  from  a  local  interest,  by  which,  for  a 
moment,  it  was  olouded.  May  I  not  appeal  to 
the  wbole  Boom)    We  hare  a  great  tmat— 
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WA  lure  also  a  great  iatj  to  perfonn.  Let  na 
Jgai  DDT  hearty  oo-operetioii  for  the  oommon 
good  of  thgae  vho  sent  va. 

Whai  ahall  we^  from  Qifl  West,  a^  to  our 
eotutitaeala  when  we  retnni  borne,  and  ibej 
■ak  0^  what  hsTe  fon  done  £v  the  Omnberland 
rood!  Unat  we  Miwra,  "No  DKinqr  no 
mcHier  t "  If  they  can  aak  na  what  was  oone 
fiir  the  Ddaware  and  Oheeq>eake  oanal,  mtut 


land  road  1"  Sir,  we  em  men,  and  we  hare  the 
feeling*  of  men;  Bat  I  will  not  longer  detain 
the  ooDumttee  on  ao  object  so  dmple  and  a 
pn^oeition  so  Belf-evident  as  the  ezpediencf  of 
this  measnre.  Let  me  rather  antidpate  yoor 
paraatal  Undnees— f  our  paternal  feelings,  in 
promoting  a  deaign  so  intimately  oonneoted,  I 
win  Mj,  with  the  lata^  and  the  beet  Intereeta 
of  OUT  coonta?. 

Tbe  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
Uank  with  160,000  doUsn,  and  dedded  in  the 
ifflrmatiTe— ^ea  SO,  noes  66. 

The  cmnn^tee  then  row  and  rmorted  the 
bill;  and  the  amendments  nude  tn  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  barbig  bean  otmonrred  in — 

The  question  bdng  sbont  to  be  pnt  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engroseed  and  read  a  third 
time,  Mr.  OooxB  demanded  that  it  be  taken  by 
feaa  and  nsra,  and  it  was  so  ordered.  The 
qneation  woa  not  taken,  however,  to-day,  bdog 
poatponed  by  an  a^Jonnunent. 

TtnaDAT,  Janoaiy  IS. 
WetUm  Nalioiui  Boad. 
The  Honae  psaeed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
nd  took  up  the  nnfinished  bonneee  of  yester- 
day ;  whion  was  the  bill  for  the  oonlinnaDi 
the  Oomberland  road. 

The  qneation  then  reonrrlng  cm  ordering  the 
tnlL  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thbd 

HrlMoDnvFii,  of  B.  0.,  roM,  and  said  he  wiah- 
ad  to  say  a  few  words  on  thla  bill,  both  from 
ttte  Intereet  which  he  took  in  the  snooess  of  a 
gHuovl  sjstem  of  internal  tmproTementa,  and  to 
Aow  that  his  oppoeition  to  uds  bill  did  not  in- 
Tolre  him,  in  refercmoe  to  his  Tiews  of  the  gen- 
enl  antrieot.in  any  ineonaisteni?. 

Of  all  the  oonsideratioos  in  &Tor  of  a  ^tem 
of  intwnal  improTement,  no  member,  he  said, 
was  more  BMinble  than  be  wa^  and  it  was  hudly 
neoeeaary  fbr  him,  he  tnutedl  to  etate  the  fkot 
to  indnoe  the  Honae  to  belieTe  IL  Bnt  be 
fitovght  that  he  oonld  aatlafy  at  least  some  por- 
tion ot  the  Honse,  that,  if  a  due  sppredation  of 
tibe  great  nstionai  objeota  to  be  attained  by  the 
eompletion  of  a  system  of  internal  improTement, 
WM  with  them  as  a  motive  of  oondaot,  they 
onght  carefiUly  to  abstain  from  ^propri^jng 
■ny  money  for  any  objjeot  ot  that  desmptiiMi, 
aittil,  after  a  patient  and  deliberate  invsetiga- 
tku,  a  general  system  shonld  be  devised.  And 
here,  sud  he,  let  me  make  a  remark,  for  the 
trsdi  of  which  I  ^peal  to  the  members  from 


vrvy  State  in  the  Union  whioh  has  embarked  is 
a  system  of  internal  ImproTementa,  that,  noU 
withstanding  the  obvions  benefits  which  have 
reaoited  fh»n  it,  it  te  a  fbot,  er«n  in  those  State* 
in  which  int«nal  improvement  has  been  most 


against  any  meaante.    Vhen  the  wta-k  is  oom- 


oommonity — can  hardly  be  bronsht  to  sappoit 


meat  of  pnblio  spirit,  enterprise,  and  indnstry-^ 
wonld  not  that  work  have  foiled  if  the  iiind  from 
wliioh  it  was  ezeonted  had  not  been  previonsly 
pledged?  U  then,  a  aystem  of  interna]  inmrove- 
ment  by  a  State  ot  grett  wealth  and  oonaeosed 
popnlation,  cannot  be  proseonted  but  with  the 
ntmoet  cantion,  and  with  something  like  a  pre- 
viona  pledge,  t^  an  absolnte  investment  tX 
money,  requiring  the  oonsant  of  all  the  branohee 
of  the  Government  to  rMieal  it,  he  asked  whether 
it  wonld  not  be  better  for  ns,  commencing  sndt 
a  system  over  so  extensive  a  sphere,  to  aot  with 
donble  osntiont  We  onght,  said  he^  to  look  to 
the  great  whde  of  a  ^stem  of  int«nial  improve- 
ment and  act  npon  the  sobjeot  with  refereooo 
to  its  oltdmate  completion.  For,  if  we  are  to 
stop  at  any  point  in  the  exeoatton,  to  break  it 
off  or  to  resnme  It  according  to  the  variation  of 
pnUio  o^niott  npon  its  merits  or  expediency, 
we  most  aot  ineffloienQy  and  nnsaciahctorily. 
We  onght,  therefore,  on  oommenidng  it,  to  avul 
ooraelves  of  those  means  most  likely  to  ensure  ' 
its  final  completion. 

What  then  ie  the  qneeUon  now  to  be  dete^ 
mined  t  The  qnesHon  is  not,  whether  it  be  wise 
to  continne  this  road.  On  that  ^Qestion,  there 
la,  I  believe,  no  difference  of  opimon,  exoept  os 
the  part  of  those  who  oblect  to  it  on  constitn- 
tional  gronnds.  Bnt,  I  asK,  what  great  national 
oonMderation  calL)  upon  ns  to  adopt  this  system 


Ye^  we  are.  Bnt,  wimont  this  road,  will  the 
Union  be  at  an  end  in  three  years  f  What 
reason  is  there  for  slsnn  cm  that  score,  tbongh 
this  woik  may  not  be  nndertakwi  for  five,  iiz,  or 
ten  years  to  eomet  All  those  ftatore  evUs  which 
we  are  required  to  goard  agidnst  by  making  this 
road,  and  similar  works,  are  somewhat  diatant. 
If  this  road  ehoold  not  be  oommenesd  for  ten 
years,  the  Union  would  not  be  dissolved  by  the 
delay.  Bnt  I  am  not  for  postponing  the  work 
for  ten  years.  I  sm  for  commencing  it  as  soon 
08  we  have  made  our  surveys — as  soon  as  we 
have  determined  what  ahall  be  the  general  sys> 
tern  eatablished  fbr  the  prosecution  of  these  ob- 
jects. As  soon  as  we  commence,  nr,  I  sm  fbr 
gdng  on  as  rnidly  as  the  funds  of  the  nation 
win  allow.  No  one  can  be  more  anxious  than 
X  am  that  this  work  should  not  only  be  done, 
bnt  dtme  speedily.  We  shall  accomplish  it 
however,  by  acting  systematioally  on  the  general 
sntfjeot,  sooner  than  by  a  partiu  ^ipn^atioD, 
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tTauooeas,  ud  ti  leait  ntaxaUta    . 
pletion  <^t)ia  work. 

With  ragMd  to  tlie  argomeate  In  &Tor  of  tliis 
parttcnlar  roftd,  tbej  am  be  dthw  national  or 
partly  national  onlj.  That  thU  road  nd^  be 
a  part  of  a  mtem  ci  intArnal  iinprOTBmrat;,l&. 
MoD.  Mid  be  wonld  raadU;  admit.  In  that 
viev,  he  shonld  ohMrfdllf  nqipoft  U  whenerer 
ft  general  sTstem  ihoold  be  establiibecL  and  had 
no  oljeotioa  to  Its  having  priortcy  tn  the  enoo- 
tionoT  thepartaofsnohsmlem.  Btit,eofor 
BB  national  ocmdderatiiMU  oaUed  (to  it,  there  had 
been  no  aignment  to  abow  why  thia  road  OD|^t 
to  be  undertaken  now,  without  those  preriona 
Inquiries  and  inveetiK^vHu  whioh  moat  precede 
tlie  establubment  of  a  general  qrsteoi.  In  a 
voi^  Mid  he,  all  the  argnmeDts  that  oanbe  need 
in  favor  of  undertaking  thia  work  now.  $r6  seo- 
tional  argnmenta.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  ^ 
KoiK  it.  If  they  are  not,  why  are  Uiey  nrged 
from  a  particolar  part  of  the  ooontry  t  The 
whole  naUoD  does  not  call  fw  the  preeentnnder- 
taki^  of  the  work,  bnt  two,  thne,  or  &mr  of 
the  Western  Statei.  Mr.  itioD.  hcM  replied  to 
the  argmnent  that  the  Western  Statea  are  not  to 
be  eonsidered  as  more  interested  in  this  road 
than  some  of  the  Eastern.  It  was  an  emmeons 
idea,  he  argned,  that  a  road  was  only  valoi^ 
or  most  valnable,  to  the  partionlar  State  throogh 
which  it  nuiB.  The  Omnbedand  road  mna 
through  three  States  whioh  derive  no  advantage 
from  it.  The  ri^t  of  waj  over  thia  road  is  ila 
only  valne.  A  few  IndivldDala  reriding  direotly 
on  the  road  may  be  benefited  by  Ita  paadng 
throngh  their  lands;  bnt  ttie  great  bwiefit  ia  to 
those  who  rorideb^ondUa  two  extremes.  Are 
not  the  Western  States  partioalarly  benefited 
by  the  Onmberland  mad  1  It  is  th«  Western 
Slates,  and  thedtyof  Baltimc«e— 4hep<^ta  to 
and  from  whioh  the  toad  passes^  that  are  bene, 
filed  by  it,  aad  not  the  Statea  tlu^mdi  whidi 
the  road  nuu ;  and,  regaided  in  this  light,  the 
oontinnation  of  that  rood  wonld  be  a  road  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Western  6t^  of  Uajyland, 
and  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  And,  what  is  the  state  of  the 
flMst  as  to  the  Westwn  oonntry  and  the  United 
States  with  regard  to  the  sppn^wiaUona  hereto- 
fore made  for  tlw  pnnKMes  of  Internal  ini|wove- 
ment  I  Why,  sir,  with  the  exertion  of  this 
toad,  and  oMiir  pnblio  improvements  in  difibrent 
sarta  of  t^e  Weston  ooontiy,  Uie  United  States 
oas  never  appropriated  one  oent,  worth  notidng, 
for  internal  improvemoil  in  any  part  of  the 
United  Btatea.  The  idea  whioh  had  been  pnt 
forth,  that  the  navies  of  the  United  States,  or 
Ihe  other  institationa  for  the  defbnoe  of  the 
United  States,  are  to  be  regarded  as  improve- 
ments analogons  to  those  of  roads  and  canals, 
seemed  to  be  founded  <»i  an  entire  misoono^ 
tion.  Ur,  HoD.  traoed  this  argoment  to  its  re- 
sales. We  are  told,  said  he,  (hat  oommeree 
beneflla  the  Atlantic  States,  and  that  wan  fw 
oonunerce  are  wan  fbr  the  ben^t  of  the  Atlan- 
tie  States.    Seoaase  oommeree  is  traasaoted  in 


tlie  Atlaatio  eities,  is  it  for  the  benefit  of  ths 
Statea  in  which  tb^  are  sitnated  t  Not  more 
than  the  Onmberland  road  ia  for  the  benefit  of 
the  ttine  Statea  ttirotwb  which  it  passes.  And, 
if  we  are  to  regard  those  oalj  as  benefited  br 
any  partionlsr  luddent  who  are  In  contact  with 
it,  then  the  Ailantic  dties  only,  and  not  the  At- 
mtie  States,  are  benefited  1^  ctMsmerce.  Ia 
this  argument  correct  t  Gertamlynot  Itisnot 
thoae  wlio  proseonto  oommeree  who  alone  are 
Interested  in  it  For  if  it  were,  how  far  wonld 
its  infinenoe  extend  l>eyond  the  limits  at  onr 
ae^)ortH  I  The  man  who  lives  a  Lnndred  miles 
frcHD  a  aeaport  has  no  more  interest  in  the  oom- 
meree cairied  on  there,  tlian  if  he  were  a 
thonsand  miles  distant  ^,  the  back  oonnlry 
of  SodQi  Oarolina  has  no  more  interest  in  oom- 
mwoe  than  every  gentleman  in  the  Western 
oonntry  has.  Oommeree,  from  its  nnivenal  dif- 
fii^on  and  infloeuoe,  is  exolosiTely  national  in 
its  natore,  benefiting  emuUy  every  part  of  the 
ooonlry,  Ifr.UoD.  marked  the  forther  progress 
of  the  aignment  We  were  told  yesterday,  said 
he,  that  the  ^riotism  and  devotion  ot  the 
people  of  the  Western  ooanliy,  in  the  last  war. 


flood  ^  bmior  whioh  renilted  from  the  late  war, 
I  have  pleasore  in  scknowled^ng  that  the  West- 
em  oonntry  was  entitied  to  more  than  an  equal 
portion.  Bnt,  air,  had  she  no  interest  in  tha 
oanses  of  that  wart  If  we  look  at  the  pnblio 
doonmenta  whioh  belong  to  that  day,  we  shall 
find  that  the  blood  which  flowed  from  the  savage 
tomahawk  was  one  of  the  ceases  of  that  war. 
It  was  not  a  war  for  oommeroe  merely.  Tha 
outrages  of  the  aavi^ea  on  oor  borders  was  one 
of  the  oanses  avowed  fbr  it,  and  not  without 
ibnndation— for  the  agents  of  the  adversary 
power  were  stimulating  the  Indians  on  oor  bor- 
aen  to  hostility  against  our  dtizens,  whose  sit- 
uation invited  and  received  the  attention  of  the 
Govenunent  They  were  protected.  All  the  mil- 
itary movements  and  operations  oa  the  north- 
western frontier  were  directed  to  the  great  ob- 
ject of  protecting  that  f^ntier  from  the  havoo 
and  d^olation  of  savage  warfare.  In  addititm, 
have  we  not,  ever  Ednoe  the  fonndation  of  tho 
Government^  bem  proaeonting  vara  for  the  pro- 
tection of  oor  frontiers  against  Indian  hcetilitiesT 
Has  it  not  cost  more,  dn^ig  the  times  ot  genwal 
peaoe  in  £oiom  for  the  protection  of  that  fron- 
tier, than  for  that  of  the  Atlantic  flwotiert  The 
whole  expenae  of  the  Navy,  in  thoae  period^ 
will  not  be  (bund  to  be  greater  than  that  of  pro- 
tecting the  western  frontier  from  the  inonraioni 
of  the  Indians.  What,  indeed,  is  now  the  fact 
in  r^pard  to  this  nation  ?  A  large  portion,  say 
one-third  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  is 
at  this  moment  permanently  established  on  tha 
western  fh)ntier,  for  the  porpoee  of  protecting 
it  agunst  the  Indiana.  If  we  are  to  regard  the 
expense  of  proteoting  apartioular  fh>ntier  of  the 
oonntry  as  exdnsively  inonrred  for  tike  benefit 
of  that  frontier,  all  the  middle  and  interior  part 
of  the  Union,  tne  heart  of  the  BopnbUo,  has  no 
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bitareet  in  our  defensive  eetablishmeatB,  and  all 
Qie  spproprmtions  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tier, eaat  or  weet  are  on  tiieir  part  gratnitons. 
Could  I,  residing  or  in  the  interior,  remote  from 
danger  of  foreign  incorBion,  nse  tiia  argnment 
agaust  meaeares  neceesarj  for  defence  t  No, 
■&.  In  toot,  Jtr.  UoD.  said,  if  e,nj  oompftrison 
were  to  be  institnted  between  the  ezpenditnres 
f^  the  protection  of  the  West,  and  tltoM  tar  the 
protection  of  the  Atlantio  frontier,  it  would  I>e 
snmd  that  the  former  involved  more  of  uatSonal 
and  patfiotio  feeling,  than  the  lifter.  For,  he 
aakedgWhat  do  we  ra  the  Atlantio  Btatea  get  in 
TetoTQ  for  the  expeoditorea  for  the  protecnon 
of  the  frontier  of  the  West  I  Nothiiw.  What 
for  the  protection  of  the  eastern  frontier  t 
Commerce.  Interest,  therefive,  Invited  meaa- 
vr»  for  the  protection  of  the  maritime  frontier 
whilat  nothing  bnt  the  meet  high  and  elevated 
eooffiderations  operated  to  infloenoe  the  meae- 
sres  for  the  protection  of  the  western  fh>n- 
tier. 

^lere  waa  one  topic  aUoded  to  in  the  oonrse 
of  the  discoaaon,  wbloh,  Ur.  UaDumi  aaid,  waa 
entitled  to  the  most  profonnd  oonuderadon. 
H»  referred  to  tlie  distreaa  upon:  the  onrrenoy 
at  the  oonntrj,  produced  hj  the  expenditure  of 
the  Government,  in  an;  part  of  the  conntrjr, 
being  leas  than  the  revenne  n^eed  in  it.  He 
acknowledged  the  tmth  of  thia  obaervation,  and 
axpreesed  a  donbt  whether,  If  we  had  a  qFStem 
(tf  direct  taiaticm,  operating  equan^  on  every 
part  of  the  Union,  the  Qovemment  could,  in  the 
present  Btata  of  things,  axiBtnnder  it  Take  the 
State  of  Eentuokj  for  example.  How  was 
lier  portaou  of  the  revenne  of  tne  Qeneral  Gov- 
ernment now  p^d  t  In  the  price  of  the  artiolee 
of  foreign  growth  or  manDraotnre  which  they 
oonsnme.  That,  he  said,  they  conld  well  besr, 
beduiae  they  paid  It  in  the  auTen(^  of  the  State, 
But,  sappoee  the  same  amonnt  of  money  woa  to 
be  r^aed  by  direct  taxation,  and  It  waa  to  be  re- 
orived  tUajearthere^tobe  expended  next  year 
•laevhere.  IHiat  would  be  the  result  of  mtJL 
a  state  of  things  t  Fortunately,  the  Botoal  oper- 
ation  is,  under  presNit  oiroumstanaea,  the  reverse 
of  tbis.  Ve  raise  our  revenue  by  imposts  on 
tmportalioa  from  fi»elgn  oonntriea,  which  are 
paid  in  the  Atlantic  <^tiea.  AJl  the  monOT 
t^sed  there,  or  nearly  all,  is  expended  elsewhere, 
and  much  of  it  in  the  interior.  So  that,  if  any 
seeonnt  be  made  of  the  drain  of  money,  it  u 
tathw  sK^nst  the  Atlantio  States,  than  in  their 
&TQr.  If  any  State  in  the  Union  has  a  riel 
BompWn,  Bud  Mr.  UdDxma,  it  la  that  whi 
lepreeent.  A  constderaUe  amount  of  the 
anoe  of  the  U.  States  ia  r^sed  from  the  goods 
import«d  into  Oharleston,  and  not  one-tenth  part 
of  the  rev^me  rused  there  is  expended  ther^  so 
that  there  ia  a  constant  drain  upon  that  city, 
whtoh  prodooea  the  most  injnrions  effects  to  its 
tnterMts.  The  whole  revenue  of  tiie  oonnttT, 
be  said,  was  derived  from  commerce,  except  the 
little  derived  frvm  sales  of  the  public  lands,  the 
im  amount  of  which  last,  however,  and  probably 
aan,  waa  expended  on  the  army,  and  other  na- 


Wmtr*  traivmU  Rood. 


[E.  cw  B. 


tional  establlriunenta  In  the  vidnitiee  in  which 
it  was  collected. 

Mr.  WxBSTKB,  of  Massachusetts,  then  rose 
and  aaid  that,  as  he  waa  In  favor  of  the  bill,  be 
should  say  a  fbw  words  in  explanation  of  the 
reaaona  which  led  him  to  vot«  for  it  Aa  to 
the  qnestion  of  power  in  thia  House  to  make 
appropriations  for  objects  of  internal  Improve* 
ment,  he  shoold  at  this  time  say  nothing. 
When  that  question  waa  so  mnoh  sgitated  in 
1819,  he  had  made  hia  opiniona  reepeoting  it 
openly  known :  he  was,  of  course,  ready  to 
change  them  whenever  he  could  be  brought  to 
doubt  the  constitutional  foundation  on  which 
that  power  rests. 

At  preeent,  the  question  was  a  difibrent  onet 
inasmuch  as  the  preeent  bill  might  be  ^aaed 
without  the  assumption  of  any  power  different 
frvm  what  haa  been  exercised  by  this  House 
fbr  these  twenty  years.  The  bill,  it  la  trae^ 
carries  the  prinidple  of  former  acts  somewhat 
ftrther,  but  it  does  not  alter  the  principle. 

On  tiiia  sabjeot,  as  on  all  others,  Mr.  W.  atdd 
he  wished  to  bmig*to  the  diaonsaion  a  right 
feeling,  that  Is,  a  feeling  truly  national  It 
mattered  nothing  to  bim  who  was  to  be  im- 
mediately benefited.  Fm  TjfriiaBt,  whether 
an  inhabitant  of  the  banks  of  uie  !lforrimaok  erf 
New  Hampshire,  or  the  Uerrlmaok  of  the  Mia- 
soorl,  he  oared  not :  provided  lie  be  a  antiject 
of  our  legislation  he  has  daima,  said  Mr.  V., 
on  my  impartial  consideration.  If  he  bad  been 
led,  since  the  discussion  of  ISie,  to  alter  hi* 
opinion  on  any  part  of  the  general  snlgeot  th«i 
debated,  it  was  that  whidi  respects  an  equal 
distribution  of  the  public  npenditnrea  through 
the  diff^irent  parts  of  the  Union,  aooonUng  to 
thebr  population.  He  doubted,  extremely,  the 
propriety,  and  even  the  power  of  Oongreaa  to 
carry  <m  legislation  on  the  principle  of  balano- 
ing  the  lotud  interests  of  ufi^fent  sections  of 
the  country.  If  the  bndneM  of  legislation  has 
been  committed  to  os  at  all,  the  whole  subject 
is  in  our  power,  and  under  onr  disoretiou.  He 
doubted  whether  Oongreaa  bad  power  to  adopt 
a  ^^tem  which  should  go  on  the  proftased 
principle  of  distributing  the  public  moneys  ^j>ra 
rata;  baving  respect  to  the  difibrent  portions 
of  the  Union  merdy  in  a  numerical  view  tit 
them.  When  Oongreas  legislatoa  at  all,  it  must 
le^alate  for  a  whde,  and  not  for  twen^-foor 
parts.  The  idea  bad  been  brought  forward,  aa 
being  calculated  to  prevent  a  merely  local  led*- 
lation ;  but  it  was,  m  tmth,  itae^  a  local  idea. 
Such  a  system  would  reat  on  a  fbundation  ea* 
aentially  vidons.  ITheD  going  into  a  ^stem 
of  improvement,  the  House  bss  simply  to  In- 

ri,  Vhere  la  Improvement  most  wanted  t 
oared  not  whettier  It  waa  beyond  the 
Alleghanies,  or  beyond  the  Miasonri ;  wherft- 
ever  it  waa  most  needed,  there  it  must  first  be 
mAde.  He  supposed  Uie  House  had  power  to 
dedde  which  of  the  various  objects  was  moat 
prewing ;  but  he  denied  that  it  had  the  power 

ter  into  the  consideration  of  a  principle  of 

nnmeiloal  oalonlation)  in  undntiddiigB  tow 
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the  pablio  good.  On  Qie  present  aabject,  it 
TU  DIB  opinion  &ai  the  Statei  who  had  been 
ftdmitted  auder  the  stipDl&tiona  which  had  hoen 
stated,  had,  in  fiumess,  a  ri^t  to  expect  the 
OovernmeDt  to  proceed  with  thi£  road. 

Taking  the  different  etatatee  together,  it 
■eemed  to  be  holden  ODt^  that  Gorenunent 
woali  make  a  road,  leaduig  to  thoee  States. 
OoDgreBs  bad  acted  Waa  and  agtia  on  this 
idea ;  and,  be  asked,  wnera  was  tho  difference 
between  the  present  Mpropriation,  and  those 
which  had  been  formertj  granted  for  thia  Bame 
roadt  All  that  can  be  said  is,  that  the  Gor- 
omment  has  made  advances  on  a  fond  which 
is  incompetent  to  repay  them,  and  so  thepreeent 
suionnta  to  a  direct  grant.  Well,  md  not 
this  been  done  before  ?  The  sppropriatioiu  for 
the  Onmberland  road  had,  manjr  of  them,  been 
made  when  it  was  known  that  that  fond  was 
inadeqnate.  The  case  is  no  worse  now, 
degree  only  is  different.  The  principle  is  the 
same ;  and  be  thought  that  the  Weatom  States 
might  &irl7  expect  this  object  to  be  effected, 
on  the  groond  of  their  eewal  contracts.  The 
next  question  was,  is  this  a  fit  otject  for  which 
to  appropriate!  Gentlemen  saj  it  is  not  a 
national  object.  Bnt  he  knew  of  no  work 
equally  beneficial  to  all  the  twenty-fonr  States. 
what,  asked  Ur.  WKSsrsB,  is  a  national  object  I 
la  nouiing  to  be  so  denominated  except  what 
benefits  eveij  part  of  the  United  States  t  Oon- 
oress  last  year  voted  a  snm  to  improve  certain 
harbors  on  Lake  Erie.  Was  this  of  any  benefit 
to  Alabama  or  New  Orleans  I  Tbey  liad  ap- 
TOopriated  money  for  the  repairs  of  Plymoath 
Beach :  coold  this  be  any  benefit  to  the  citizens 
of  Indiana  t  Works  sorely  may  be  denominated 
national,  which  are  of  extensive  importance, 
■IthoQgh  the  benefit  may  not  be  strictly  nniver' 
aaL  The  fortifications,  for  instance,  which  had 
been  erected  on  tiie  Chesapeake,  are  national 
only  )>eoaDae  many  have  an  uterest  in  it.  The 
degree  of  interest  in  these  works  between  those 
who  lived  on  the  shores  of  the  Cheeq>eake  and 
the  shores  of  Lake  Ifichlgan,  was  so  widely 
difibrent,  that  the  latter  may,  in  comparison, 
be  said  to  have  no  interest  in  them.  Yet,  cer- 
tainly, those  fortifications  were  a  fit  subject  of 
appropriation,  and  it  was  the  dnty  of  Ckmgreaa 
to  erect  theon. 

With  respect  to  the  present  road,  he  asked 
how  did  the  oonoem  oi  the  General  Govem- 


of  Government  with  its  great  territory  of  pnb- 
lio  lands.  This  was  the  idea  ont  of  which  grew 
the  reservation  of  the  two  per  oenL  fund.  It 
was  intended,  doubtless,  as  an  inducement  to 
the  settlement  of  the  pnblio  lands,  and  none, 
iorely,  can  donbt  that  Government  may  right- 
flilly  bold  ont  oonsiderationa  calculated  to  bring 
the  public  lands  to  a  better  market.  The  rea- 
son for  making  the  road  is  still  tiie  same. 
Those  lands  are  still  in  market,  and  every  rod 
which  is  added  to  this  road,  increases  the  value, 
and  is  oaloulated  to  raise  the  price  of  those  lands, 


nish  to  all  the  Western  States.  With  respect  to 
those  States,  the  object  was  striotiy  a  general 
on&  Let  me  ask,  said  Hr.  W.,  if  Government 
were  abont  to  erect  a  fort  or  an  arsenal,  or  to 
build  ships  of  war,  and  it  was  possible  that  ai^ 
of  these  objects  wonld  reqnire  so  small  a  snm 
as  that  now  a:sked  for,  whether  anybody  would 
then  heutate )  I^  then,  the  object  was  le^ti- 
mate,  if  it  was  nsefd  to  all  our  citizens,  ukd 
especially  so  to  those  who  now  ask  it,  tni^ 
not  Oongreas  lawfully  make  it  ?  As  to  the  m- 
cidental  advantages  accruing  from  the  expendi- 
ture of  BO  mnch  of  the  public  money  as  was 
now  proposed  to  be  appropriated,  he  was  confi- 
dent they  had  been  overrated.  The  expendi- 
ture of  160,000  dollars  could  be  no  great  boon 
to  any  of  the  States.  For  bis  own  part,  he 
felt  glad  that  Ihb  money  was  to  be  laid  ont 
beyond  the  mountuns.  He  did  not  hesitate  to 
avow  that  he  should  be  yet  more  glad  coold 
more  of  the  pnblio  money  be  expended  there. 
Bach  were  his  feelings  whether  right  or  wrongs 
and  such  his  views,  whether  correct  or  erro- 

And  here  he  would  state  what  he  conceived 
to  be  the  tme  utnation  of  th^  part  of  the 
Union.     The  people  he  oonsiderM  as  being 

Bnbstantially  rich,  yet,  having  no  markets,  diey 
were  without  the  means  of  converting  tb^ 
riches  to  many  desirable  purposes  of  oommcni 
life.  And,  in  such  a  sitoatior^  the  expenditure 
of  comparatively  a  small  snm  of  money  might 
do  mucn  in  promoting  the  comfort  of  the  peo- 

file.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  if  gentiemen 
Qoked  at  the  money  received  into  the  treasury 
from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  to  the  WesL 
and  then  looked  to  the  whole  amount  expended 
by  Gk)vemment,  even  inclnding  the  whole  of 
what  was  laid  out  for  the  army,  the  latter  mnat 
be  allowed  to  be  very  inconsiderable,  and  there 
must  be  a  constant  drain  of  money  from  the 
West  to  pay  for  the  public  lands.  It  might, 
indeed,  be  said,  that  this  was  no  more  than  the 
refluence  of  capital  which  hod  previously  gone 
over  the  mountains.  Be  it  so.  StiU,  its  prao- 
tical  effect  was  to  produce  inconvenience,  if  not 
distress,  by  ahsorhmg  the  money  of  the  people. 
It  was  as  tnie  of  the  West  as  of  all  other  parts 
of  tiie  country,  that  the  consomer  pays  the  tax. 
ThepnbUo  revenoe  was  not  raised  in  Boston^ 
or  New  York,  or  Charleston.  The  West  pud 
as  much  of  that  revenue  as  the  East,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  consumption ;  nay,  on  a  strict  ctucn- 
lation,  something  more.  They  pay  die  ta^ 
and  a  profit  on  transportation.  True,  indeed, 
the  money  was  collected  in  the  custom-honse, 
yet  it  was  first  paid  where  the  imported  articles 
were  consumed.  It  could  not  be  paid  in  the 
seaports,  if  it  had  not  been  first  received  In 
the  interior.  Some  gentlemen  say  we  must 
wsit  till  a  system  is  formed — that  is,  some  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement,  so  eqnsl  in  its 
bearings,  and  so  satisfactory  in  its  details,  that 
all  flhaQ  agree  in  adoptisg  it.    He  feared  if  geo- 
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finnea  waited  till  thai,  thej  would  hara  to 
wiit  tiU  ther  grew  very  old.  He  niEpeoted 
Hut  few  of  those  who  he«nl  him  would  travel 
orer  the  roads  or  taH  npon  the  oanals  ooa- 
rtnicted  after  the  adoption  of  the  tjgtem.  How 
long  would  it  take  raerelj  to  make  the  rarreji 
An-  mch  a  BfEttem  I  Was  any  man  tc  be  found 
bold  enough  to  undertake  to  aketoh  ont  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  improTements  extending  for 
twen^  years  to  oome  I  Ha  would  venture  to 
ny  that  no  one  man  ooold  form  a  plan  in  which 
he  ooold  get  five  others  to  agrM.  Hie  thiUjg 
was  impraetiosble — and  impraotioable  for  tlus 
reason,  that  our  entire  condition  was  merely  in 
a  prooen  of  derelopment.  The  ooontry  was 
dunging  every  day  and  every  hour — new 
views  were  continnally  presenting  thenisedTes 
— new  wants  were  oontinnally  dieoovered — new 
resonrces  were  oontinnally  nnfidding  themselves 
—new  connections  were  every  Hty  taking  place 
— iodiTidnals  were  doing  mndt— States  were 
doing  macli — and  he  was  satisfied  tiiat,  if  Oon- 
gr«n  was  never  to  act  OQ  iniUvidnal  oasei,  bnt 
(»ly  on  a  nniversal  system,  it  wonld  nevw  sot 
■talL 

Tlus  roftd  was  wanted — it  was  wanted  now — 
it  was  wanted  more  now  than  it  wonld  be  to- 
morrow ;  and  the  expense  of  making  it  to-day 
wonid  be  no  more  than  of  making  it  to-morrow. 
In  the  settlement  of  a  new  coootry,  roads  were 
afl-important  The  sooner  they  were  opened 
tike  graater  was  their  ralae  and  importance  to 
Hie  settlers.  Ooght  not  the  road,  Uien,  if  it  is 
to  be  noada  at  all,  to  be  made  now  t 

Hr.  Stkwabt,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  in  sopport 
tf  fiie  bill.  He  regretted  to  find  the  gentiemsn 
hm  Booth  Oarolina,  (Mr.  MoDDms^}  opposed 
to  tfaia  measnre,  from  whose  talent  tiie  finends 
•r  ttM  general  syBtom  had  mnoh  to  hope.  With 
^  views  of  that  gentieman  in  relation  to  a 
MMcal  ostein,  both  at  this  s«erion  and  the  last. 
Ce  ftdly  ettncnired.    He  regretted  now  to  find 


itieman,  and  others  IHendly  to  the 
pffwsr  mi  the  polkry  of  making  Internal  im- 
pr0v«>BMiitB,  thoQght  that  nothing  ahonld  be 
OOB*  B^itil  M  entire  extinction  of  the  national 


.._  .  ,  ..In  this  he  entirely  differed. 
After  apidyteg  ten  millions  a  year  to  the  ex- 
tingaMimeDt  'rf  the  national  debt,  we  have  an 
animal  mploa  trf  at  least  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, making  no  aBowanee  for  a  certain  increase 
trfrev^meaoddJminutlinof  Bxpenditnre.  This 
■nrplos  he  wovld  enaploy  in  internal  improve- 
menta.  Ihuing  tbe  presaot  year,  upwards  of 
■ixtevi  millions  had  been  mlied  to  the  national 
det»t;  near  five  myOona  bad  been  paid  for 
Florida,  leavbig  rtW  a  balance  in  the  treasory 
of  more  than  fov  and  a  haff  milliiMU.  During 
the  corrent  jav,  aftw  apfriying  abont  twelve 
milli<ms  to  thepnMto  debt,  and  paying  all  the 


of  dollars  in  tba  traatury.  By  applying  bnt 
tm  milli<ms  aannally,  tba  iHionnt  of  tiie  exist- 
ing nnking  fiHtd,  toa  wbole  <^  the  national 


debt  would  be  eittogniahed  in  about  eight 
years,  e^ept  the  seven  millions  of  United 
States  bank  stock,  and  the  three  per  oenta. 
which  were  payable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Qovemment  We  shall  then  find  omvelves 
with  an  annnal  Bnrptna  of  from  thirteen  to  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars,  with  which  genUemen 
would  commence  tiie  grand  system.  And  how 
are  yon  then,  Mr.  8.  inqoired,  lo  expend  your 
thirteen  miUions  a-year  t  Where  will  yon  find 
lab^iwt  f  Where  will  yoo  find  engineers,  prae^ 
tieal  men  to  soperinteud  yonr  nDmerons  works  t 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  throwing  saddenlr 
into  (ureolatiffli  tiurteen  millions  a  year  t    It 


will  have  the  ^bot  of  another  spawn,  another 
litter  of  baida  tmon  the  communi^.  It  will 
raise  the  price  oi  labor  in  an  eitravagaut  de- 
gree. It  will  reqnire  more  than  twice  the  sum 
to  do  the  same  work.  £5q)eDd  thirteen  mil- 
lions a  year,  snd,  in  lees  than  three  years,  t^ 
price  of  labor,  and  every  thing  else,  almost, 
win  be  more  than  donbled. 

The  gentieman  firam  Bontti  Carolina,  (Ifr, 
UoDcFiiK,)  has  contended  that  the  West  haa 
been  provided  for ;  that  tliey  have  had  their 
fiill  share;  that  the  two  per  cent,  fund  haa 
been  expended  on  the  Onmberland  road.  It 
was  tme,  two  per  cent,  on  the  salee  of  a  portion 
of  the  public  lands  had  been  expended  on  the 
Onmberland  road— and,  if  mm/  cent,  instead  of 
two  per  cent,  had  been  expended  in  the  West, 
he  contended  the  West  would  still  have  Jnat 
d^ms  nosatisfied.  Sinoe  the  organimldon  of 
the  Gtovemmant,  yon  have  expended  laon 
than  600  mitlions  of  dollars,  of  which  the  West 
paid  more  than  their  eqnal  share — and  how 
mnoh  of  this  Immense  sum  had  gone  to  the 
West  t  Not  ten  millions-Hiot  one«LXtieth  part. 

In  the  laat  twentr  years  yon  have  expended 
more  than  470  millMma— and  how  mnch  of  it 
has  oroased  the  Alle^tany  t  Not  a  fiftieth  part 
of  it^-not  tight  millions,  exolnding  the  expendi- 
tnres  of  the  late  war.  He  had  said  the  West 
had  more  than  their  proportion  of  the  revenue. 
— he  conld  demonstrate  it.  The  revenues  of 
llie  Oovermnent  are  derived  from  two  sources 
— the  eiMtonw  and  piitilus  lavdi.  The  onstoms, 
all  admitted,  were  pud  equally  by  the  oonsmn- 
ers  of  imported  goods  {  of  coniee,  the  West  paid 
(^  Qie  onstoms  uieir  ftill  proportion.  But,  now 
is  it  in  relation  to  the  otner  sonroe  of  revenue, 
tlie  pablio  lands  t  This  was  derived  almost 
exclnsively  firam  the  West ;  it  waa  paid  by 
those  who  purchased  and  improved  the  immense 
valley  ot  ube  Jfiasisdppi.  for  which  they  have 
paid  into  yourpnblioesonoqner  more  than  six^ 
millions  of  dollars.  Tet,  we  are  gravely  tdi 
they  have  had  their  i^iare.  Where  is  itf 
Where  has  it  been  expended  f  Let  the  gratie- 
msn  point  to  any  ezpendilnres  of  money  in  llie 
West.  Where  are  their  navies,  their  shipat 
Where  their  great  forts  and  fortifications? 
Where  the  inunense  expenditures  for  lights 
buoys,  &0.,  to  protect  and  facilitate  their  raat 
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tntemal trade t    None;  none.    Bnt, stif  gentle 
men,  we  have  done  more  than  we  wap  boond 
by  our  oompaot  to  do  for  the  Wwt  ;^e  have 
expended  more  than  the  two  pw  oeot.  on 
Omuberland  rOEid.    The  Omnberland  road 
Dot  b>  be  charged  to  the  Weet ;  there  is  u 
foot,  not  an  inch  of  it  in  any  We«tem  Btate  \  it 
oommenoes  in  Uar/land  and  terminates  ' 
^itt.    Bat  have  the  £Bst  no  interest 
extensioii  of  this  road  ?    17111  it  not  enhanoe 
the  valae  of  jonr  paUio  Unda,  bring  them  more 
rapidly  into  market,  and  facilitate  their  wtU^ 
mentf 

Ur.  Wood,  of  Sow  York,  then  roae  anda^ 
that  he  waa  not  now  going  to  entw  into  any 
oonstitntional  diftoossTon,  bnt  merely  to  wpeal 
to  the  generosity  of  the  frianda  of  the  bill,  by 
asking  them  to  pnt  it  on  a  footing  where  thoee 
who  diflier  from  them  on  the  oMutibitioiuil 

8ae«tion  can  agree  with  them  in  its  aapport. 
f  they  will  so  modify  the  bill  as  to  pat  the 
oonatraction  of  this  road  nnder  the  snperintend- 
enoy  of  the  Legislatnre  of  Ohio,  I  will  agree  In 
its  Bnpport.  Great  waste  most  always  oocor 
where  this  is  not  done — I  have  anthority  in 
s^ng,  that  Ailly  one-third  of  the  money  ez- 
{>«tded  on  the  Onmberland  road— 0n  nroort 
of  thii  assertion,  Mr,  W.  referred  to  a  Iwok 
lately  published  by  H^jor  Long,  wMoh  makea 
fiieffeet,lfiiotliiterms,die  same  detdaratton.) 
If  the  gentleman  will  stiike  ont  the  twen^  per 
cent  m  the  amendment  yesterday  ofibred  bj 
the  gentleman  f^omPennsylTania,  (lb*.  Basox,) 
and  insert  sereoty-five  percent^  I  will  agree  to 
vote  for  it  It  will  then  remove  the  oonatitn- 
tional  BOTDpleB,  by  ^ving  t^  looal  snperintend- 
enoe  to  the  local  anthority.  The  want  of  snoh 
anperintendenoe  was  the  great  error  in  reepeot 
to  tlie  Cnmberland  road.  There  was  no  pre- 
■ervative  authority — no  tolls — no  repairs — bat 
tiia  road  was  suffered  gradnally  to  go  to  min, 
and  Congress  will  eooa  have  to  niAke  i^ipro- 
priations  to  repair  that  road.  The  plan  now 
proposed  avoida  these  evils ;  end,  if  it  is  adopt- 
ed, I  (Bwd  Mr.  Wood)  will  vot«  for  this  bill  j  in 
its  present  form  I  must  vote  agafaist  it. 

Mr.  Oambbbleno,  of  Sew  Tork,  differed  fnxn 
the  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him,  as  to 
the  operation  and  influence  of  national  eniendi- 
tnree.  It  was  in  his  view  immaterial  whether 
they  were  npon  the  ocean  or  the  land,  their 
beneficial  iMnenco  waa  felt  thronghont  tiie 
Union.  It  waa  an  error  to  suppose  that  oar 
ezpenditnree  for  our  eommeree,  navy,  &a^  were 
for  the  exdnrive  benefit  of  the  Atltmtio  Statea. 
The  bene&oial  influence  ot  evetr  ezpenditore 
of  this  kind  would  reach  even  the  oonflnee  of 
Kaziao,  and  the  remotest  hamlet  <»  tJia  Ifia- 
nuri  or  iGMrissippi,  by  enlarging  the  market 
far  all  our  productions.  On  tne  other  hand,  it 
iraa  equally  an  error  to  believe  that  the  Atlantia 
States  derived  no  benefit  from  our  national  ex- 
penditures beyond  the  monntains ;  every  such 
eroenditure  would  spread  its  influence  to  our 
Atlantic  borders,  and  though  not  eveiywh^ 
in  an  equal  d^ree,  through  oYerj  port  of  the 


Union.  He  had  therefore  heard,  and  not  with- 
oat  surprise,  the  question  argued,  as  if  the 
benefits  of  a  road  or  canal  were  limited  to  the 
State  through  which  they 
Ivantaffes  eqjoyed  by  die 

-[  may  have  beoi  executed, 

were  nnqueetdonably  great,  bnt  greater  still 
were  the  ultimate  advantages  of  the  interitw 
whose  produotioiiB  were  destined  to  pass  through 
diiB  channel  to  mu^keL  TaIta  for  examiueL 
tbe  Erie  canal — a  work  which  would  do  honor 
to  any  country — however  important  were  the 
benefila  which  that  great  work  had  bestowed 
npcm  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  put 
to  represent  here,  stiU  more  important  were  the 
advantages  to  the  interior.  The  people  of  New 
Ttffk,  it  is  true,  eidoy  a  market  for  their  own 
prcdnotjona;  bnt  uey  are,  besides,  the  agenta 
of  the  N(»th  and  the  West,  whose  productionB 
are  inareasing  in  valoe,  and  are  transmitted 
thioogh  this  channd.  It  is  impossible  to 
measure  the  benefit  which  this  oanal  must  here- 
aftOT  bestow  on  onr  interior  conntry,  when  wo 
look  at  ita  vast  extent,  and  refiect  ^at  its  pro- 
dnddons  are  annually  increasing.  He,  there- 
fore, oonddered  the  location  of  a  great  work 
of  this  character  not  as  the  prindpal  theatre 
<rfitBbeiiefit0,  Bo  with  the  Oumbwand  road; 
ita  advaoiagM  wen  etuefly  vnd  permauentlj 
to  be  folt  in  that  oonntiy  beyond  i^  whose  pro- 
dnotions  reach  a  market  from  which  they  had 
been  pievionaty  excluded. 

Gentlunen  seemed  to  think  that  New  Tork 
had  great  complaints  to  make  agunst  this  Got- 
emmeut  for  r^ecting  its  qiplioations  for  assat- 
anoe.  Mr.  0.  thou^t  they  greatly  misnuder* 
stood  the  sentiment  of  his  constitaent^  and  of 
the  people  of  the  Bute  of  New  York.  What- 
ever regret  they  might  have  felt  when  the 
Federal  Government  refosed  ita  inddeutal  aid 
exeenting  th^  oanal,  it  was  to  them  now  a 
ttter  of  ooiwratnlation,  that,  by  this  refiiaid, 
th^  8tate^  aided  by  its  own  resources  alone^ 
had  ocnnmenoed  and  executed  the  most  mag- 
nificent work  of  this  kind  in  our  country,,  and 
one  probably  equal  to  any  this  Government  will 
ev«T  execute.  Be  took  the  oooataon  ^ns  to 
speak  of  tills  great  work,  because  hp  nad  been 
one  of  those  who  thought  it  premature.  He 
would  frankly  oonfess^  (as  be  shonU  always  do 
when  he  found  hiw'M'if  wrong,)  that  he  had 
calculated  erroneously.  He  vi^as  gratifled  to 
flnd  that  tlio  rwnlt  had  realized  even  more 
than  the  most  aangtune  antioipatioiiB  of  ita 
friends,  and  that  it  had  given  an  impulse  to 
almost  every  work  of  the  kind  in  the  Union, 
The  people  ^  New  York  now  idoioe  that  the 
Fedwal  Oovermnent  r^etded  their  petitiona, 
and  deprived  itself  (tf  a  share  in  this  great 
yrtak,  and  they  are  too  iMisible  of  the  advan- 
tages they  eqjoy,  to  deny,  on  that  aooonnt,  to 
the  General  Govwnment^  the  exercise  of  all  iU 
constitotional  powers  in  ue  eseootion  of  similar 
works  connected  with  national  pnrpoees. 

Etnally,  the  question  was  then  taken,  by  jeaa 
and  n^B,  and  dedded  •<  fiiHowa : 
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Tui. — Hewn.  Aleunder  of  Teiiii«M«e,  Allen 
of  Teaneaaee,  AllisoD,  B&jliM,  J.  8.  Barboar,  But- 
kj,  Beecher,  Blur,  Brndlej,  Breek,  Brent,  Burleigli, 
Call,  C*Dibrel«Dg,  Cuat^U  of  Ohio,  Clark,  Cook, 
Croiriiindiield,  Coahman,  Durfae,  Dwight,  EUU, 
Fairell;,  Fomard,  Fnller,  Oailev,  Gnrlef,  Harden, 
Hemphill,  Hem';,  Bolcombe,  Houstoti,  Inriiam, 
Iiacka,  Jennings,  Johnaon  of  Virj^a,  J.  T.  John- 
■011,  F.  JohoBoo,  Kent,  Krcoier,  Lawrence,  Lee, 
Letcher,  Little,  Livingstoa,  Locke,  HcArthnr,  He- 
Kee,  M cEtm,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
HalluT.  Hartindale,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Miller,  Wtcb- 
di  of  Ifar7knd,  Moore  of  Keatucky,  Hoore  of  Ala- 
buna,  Neale,  Newton,  Owen,  Pattenon  of  Pennayl- 
Tania,  FatteiMn  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  N.  H.,  Pointett, 
Beed,  BeTDolda,  Roae,  Bandford,  Stoane,  William 
Smith,  Standefer,  J.  StephenaoD,  Stewart,  Btom, 
Teat,  Thompaon  of  Keotuekj,  lomUnaOD,  Trimble, 
Udree,  Tance  of  Ohio,  Tiaton,  Wajne,  Webater, 
WhittleMj,  White,  Wicklifle,  James  Wilson,  Ben- 
rr  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wolfe,  Woods,  and 
Wright.— BS. 

Kats. — Meaars.  Alexander  of  VirglDia,  Allen  of 
KassachuBctts,  BlUIe;,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P. 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Buchanan,  Book,  Campbell  of  S.  C, 
Carter,  Care;,  Cocke,  ColBns,  Conner,  Cnfts,  Craig, 
Cnlpeper,  Daj,  Dwiaell,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  N.  a, 
Ptndlay,  Foot  of  Conn.,  Foote  of  K.  T.,  Frost,  Oarrl- 
Mn,  (^tUn,  Giat,  Qotbii,  HamOton,  Harris,  Uarref, 
HerkinMr,  H<^lwom,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Lathrop, 
J^ftwich,  Lincoln,  litchfleld,  LiTormore,  Long, 
LoDsfellaw,  KcCot,  HcDuffie,  Haognm,  Matlack, 
Hit^eU  of  FemL,  Morgan,  O'Brien,  Olio,  Plumer  of 
PeanajlTaiii^  Randol^,  Rankin,  Richards,  Saun- 
ders,   Sharpe,   Sblej,   Arthur    Smith,   Alexander 
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hcker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  8,  0,,  Tyson,  Vance 
of  K.  O.,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Williams  of  H.  T., 
-  -     ■  ■ a  of  N.  0.,  Wihoo  of 


WiDHssDAT,  Janoary  19. 
Hvtffara  StiS'eiwt, 

Tim  HooH  pwncd  to  the  order  of  the  dnj, 
wfakb  WM  tba  third  reading  of  ths  blU  "far- 
ther to  matmi  the  art  anthortzing  the  pajmsnt 
for  prafMrtr  k«t,  e^tored,  or  destroyed,  bv 
the  eiMBi;  whUrt  In  the  serrice  of  the  Doited 
etsites,  and  Ibr  other  vvfome." 

The  bin  wm  MoorqAm  read  a  third  time, 
■od  Om  qoMtioD  being,  ''BhaU  this  bUl  pass}" 

Ur.  ytxat,  of  Ohio,  rOM,  and  aaid,  that  be- 
fore the  question  ma  taken,  he  wished  for  the 
reading  of  one  of  dw  doownents  whioh  had 
been  reoeirad  from  itta  Draartmeiits,  showing 
the  amoDDt  of  Monev*  vUeh  had  been  already 
piid  for  losses  on  mt  Nt^ara  frontier.  He 
was  persoaded  that,  on  tUa  aabjeot,  a  mistaken 
idea  ma  still  eatertaiaad  bj  manj  seDtlemen 
who  Bowoeed  that  the  fSOOLOOO  and  npmrds, 
awarded  under  the  aet  «r  181S,  had  aU  been 
paid  fbr  the  baOdlap  dostroyed  on  that  fron- 
tier. The  aevtnl  parte  which  nude  up  that 
■nn,  hadnow  bsMiMmnriad,  and  it  would  ap- 


pear that,  instead  of  $300,000,  there  had  been 
paid  to  these  onfortuiiate  olaimants  on  that 
frontier,  who  had  snfibred  more  in  the  lost 
war  than  the  vhde  of  the  rest  of  the  Union, 
but  $04,000. 

The  question  was  then  taken  hj  jeas  and 
naTS,  as  follows : 

YzAB. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Alllaon,  Bailej,  Baylies,  J.  S. 
Barbour,  BartUtt,  Bartle j,  Beecher,  Bradley,  Breek, 
Brent,  Burleigh,  Gady,  Call,  Cambraleng,  CMop- 
bell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Cook,  Craig, 
Crowninehieid,  Cu1|>eper,  Cusbman,  Day,  Dwhl^ 


Frost,  Fuller,  Gailay,  Ourley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Har- 
vey, Bayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,'  Hoge- 
lXH>m,  Holoombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Jen- 
nings, Johnson  of  Va.,  J.  T.  Johnaon,  Kent,  Kidder, 
Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liv- 
ingston, Looke,  HcArthnr,  McEean,  HcEee,  He- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Hallary,  Mar- 
tindale,  Marrin,  Killer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan, 
Neale,  Newton,  Olln,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Flnmer  of  N.  H.,  Plnmor  of  PennsylTauia,  Rey- 
nolds, Siohards,  Bose,  Rots,  Saunders,  Bcott, 
Sharpe,  Sibley,  Stoane,  Steriing,  A.  Sterenson,  J. 
Stephenson,  Stewart,  Storn,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Pennsylvania,  Thompson 
of  Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tyson,  Ddree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van 
Renaselaet,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whipple, 
Whittlesey,  White,  WUUams  of  N.  Y.,  James  Wil 
son,  Henrv  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wolfe,  Wood, 
and  Wooda— 13S. 

Nats. — Mesars.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia, 
Allen  of  Massachuaetts,  Archer,  Barber  of  Connec- 
ticut,' F.  F.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Blair,  Buchanan, 
Bock,  Bnokner,  GampbeU  of  S.  C.,  Garter,  Gary, 
Condict,  Conner,  CraiU,  Gnthbert,  Dnrfee,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  N.  0.,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connectlcat, 
Forayth,  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Olst,  Oovan,  Hobart, 
Hooka,  F.  Johnson,  I^tlirop,  Leftwloh,  Letcher, 
Little,  Long,  Longfellow,  UcGcy,  UcDuIBe,  McKim, 
Maosum,  Katlaok,  Mateoa,  Mercer,  Hetcalf,  Uitch- 
ell  of  FaonsylTaaia,  O'Brien,  Outlaw,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Eandolph,  fiankin,  Sand- 
ford,  Arthur  Smith,  William  SmiU),  Spaight,  Stande- 
fer,  Btoddard,  Bwan^  Tattnall,  Tbompsoa  of  Geor- 
gia, Tucker  of  S.  0.,  Vance  of  N.  C,  Whitman, 
WicklitTe,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  N.  C, 
Wilson  of  a  C,  and  Wright—dB. 

the  bill  was  poased  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  oononrreDoe. 

TsussD^T,  Jannaij  SO. 
Chtiapeake  and  Delawan  Canal, 

The  bill  to  anthorize  a  enbacriptioa  to  the 
stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
being  on  its  third  reading — 

Ur.  HAioLToit,  in  rising,  remarked,  that, 
whilst  he  returned  to  the  House  his  moat  re- 
speotfol  thanks  fbr  the  indnlgenoe  which  they 
granted  him  yeeterdaj,  bj  an  a^onmmeot, 
whioh  Kiabled  htm  to  address  them  to-daj,  he 
felt  it  doe  to  himself  to  saf,  when,  im  the  last 
ereninK,  he  submitted  a  motion  to  adjomn,  that 
ha  had  beau  infloenoed  eioln^vel^  bf  a  with 
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not  to  intrude,  npoa  b  btigaed  and  eihansted 
aadience,  remartu  whioh  he  knew  conld  have 
no  ftttraotiong  to  arooae  it  from  an  ^atby  oon- 
Bequent  on  a  protracted  attention  to  the  botri- 
neM  of  the  morniiiK.  He  declared,  without 
feeling  anj  strong  wish  to  make  profleljtes  to 
his  views  of  the  subject  under  consideration,  he 
oerertheleM  deureo,  before  he  recorded  his 
vot«,  to  assign  tUe  reasons  which  induced  bim 
to  give  that  vote  in  the  uegative,  on  a  pro- 
pontion  which  hod  soeminglf  so  much  to  re- 
commend iL  He  was  more  particnlarl;  k>- 
lioitoDS  for  the  indulgence  of  tliu  pririleKe,  be- 
canse  it  appewed  to  the  understanding  of  some 
gentlemen,  that  tliose  who  voted  for  the  bill, 
teohnicallf  called  the  surrey  bill,  at  the  lam 
■esrion,  were  pledged  on  the  great  qaeation  of 
interasl  improvement;  and  tiiat  they  conld 
not,  without  some  apparent  inconsistency  at 
least,  refrain  from  sapporting  almost  every 
measure  which  might  have  for  its  olfject  the 
oonstmction  of  a  canal  or  road.  That,  having 
been  thus  initiated  into  the  faith,  tiiat  a  ready 
concurrence  in  all  expenditure*  which  belong 
to  the  exercise  of  pfiwer,  followed  as  iDdispen- 
table  and  legitimate  forms  of  worship.  Now, 
for  one,  he  had  no  hedtalion  in  saying  tliat  the 
snrvey  bill  could  have  been  vot«d  for  even  by 
those  who  entertuned  the  strongest  conviction 
that  no  constitational  power  resides  in  this 
Government  to  construct  works  of  internal  im- 
provement—for the  proposition  really  snbmit- 
ted,  on  the  passage  of  that  bill,  was,  wheller, 
by  maps  and  ohartSj  we  should  obtain  a  statis- 
tdcal  and  topographical  knowledge  of  that  coun- 
tzy,  whose  interests  and  prosperity  are  confided 
to  oar  care  ?  But  his  opmions  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation of  avowing  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
which  were  most  oneqnivocally — that  Congress 
had  the  right  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  un- 
der the  military  power,  as  well  as  the  post 
'  roads  and  post  office  power  given  to  it  by  the 
constitution.  If  we  have  not  the  power  to 
construct  either  a  road  or  canal,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  troops  or  munitions  of  w«r,  I  do 
not  see,  said  Hr.  n.,  whence  we  derive  odt 
power  to  build  a  fort  or  arsenal ;  for,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  engoniileB  of  war,  thejmaj  be  both 
of  ^equivalent  necessity:  for  it  is  ^together 
tme,  ia  a  military  view,  a  canal  or  a  roaa  may, 
in  ^eet,  perform  the  same  offices,  and  tend  to 
the  same  object,  to  wit:  by  a  concentration  of 
force  on  a  given  point  of  defence.  And  fur- 
ther, the  right  to  make  a  post  road,  i^  neeeia- 
ry,  la  so  inevitable  an  incident  of  the  power 
"  to  establish  a  post  road,"  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  distinguish  between  two  things  whioh 
seemed,  in  eU  respects,  identical  propositions, 
For,  to  make  a  post  road  may  be  as  necessary, 
convenient,  and  profitable,  for  the  transmission 
of  the  mail,  as  it  is  for  the  Government  to^inr- 
ohase  the  leather  which  forms  the  portm&ntean 
of  the  mail  itself:  and  yet  we  have  preoisely 
as  littie  expressed,  and  as  much  impliea,  power, 
for  the  constmction  of  the  one  as  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  other.    But,  Ur.  H.  sud,  he  would 
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console  the  House  by  a  most  ezplidt  declara- 
tion, that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  go  into  a 
refined  or  abstract  discossion  of  this  question, 
on  whioh  so  much  ingenuity  had  been  dis- 
played. He  confessed  that  this  species  of  met- 
aphysical dialectics  had  few  charms  for  biTn, 
because  he  had  no  capacity  for  tbem — that  the 
taper  of  common  sense  bnmt  with  a  light  suffi- 
cientiy  steady  to  guide  his  bumble  steps — that 
a  sound,  plain,  and  familiar  interpretation  of  an 
instnunent,  intended  more  for  practical  good 
than  theoretic  refinement  and  subUety,  suited 
bis  purpose.  Besides,  if  he  wandered  far  into 
these  abstractions,  he  dreaded  lest  be  might 
plnnge  into  that  "  Serbonian  Bog,"  which  li«e 
on  that  narrow  isthmus  which  connects  the  ex- 
tremes of  this  qnestion,  where  he  would  be 
left,  notwithstanding  l^e  chivalry  of  his  frienda, 
(ftcm  Virrania,)  to  perish  as  an  abominable  and 
irreclitimabie  heretic 

Ur  H.  said,  that  whilst  these  two  sources  of 
delegated  authority,  to  which  he  had  referred, 
f^imished  the  recpisite  power,  he  was  happy  to 
perceive,  by  their  very  nature  uid  character, 
they  also  rornislied  a  limitation  to  the  exercise 
of  the  power,  and  confined  its  application  ex- 
clusively "  to  national  objects."  For  nothing 
which  has  a  jnst  reference  to  the  defence  of  tluB 
Union,  or  the  oommonication  of  informatioa, 
commercial  and  political,  and  social  interconrae, 
can  be  otherwise  than  "  national "  in  its  chai^ 
acter  and  tendency.  With  this  view  of  tlie 
subject,  be  would  gnpport,  whenever  recom- 
mended by  justice  and  expediency,  any  works 
of  national  utility,  which  conld  be  brought  nn- 
der  a  direct,  and  immediate  and  natural  relv 
tion  to  one  or  the  other  of  these  powers,  which 
he  believed  confided  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. In  making  this  declaration,  it  wonld  be 
perceived,  that  he  rejected  the  right  to  con* 
struct  works  of  internal  improvement,  nnder 
the  broad  power  to  appropriate  money  "  to 
promote  the  general  welfare,"  or  "  to  regnl«te 
commerce  between  the  States,"  the  firwt  of 
whioh  he  thought  might  be  made  to  impliy  Any 
or  every  tiling  which  a  caprioions  interpreta- 
tion was  capable  of  supplying,  and  that  the 
last  was  as  indefinite  and  as  various  «s  the  prin- 
ciple of  trade  itself  and  could  be  stretched  at 
moet  to  as  many  objecta  as  thertv  are  sabjeota  erf 
bsjler  and  commerce. 

Mr.  H.  observed,  with  these  few  remarks  on 
the  abstract  question,  he  shqiild  now  proceed, 
with  tiie  utmoet  brevity,  to  state  why  he  shonld 
vote  agtunst  the  measure  for  which  some  gen- 
tlemen bad  indicated  such  an  uncompromising 
zeaL  He  was  not  for  on^  din>ofied  to  vote  fw 
any  work,  until,  by  an  iiot  of  specific  legid&- 
tion,  it  could  be  made  apparent  what  was  to  be 
the  outiine  of  the  scheme  of  internal  improve- 
menta ;  that  there  mig\it  be  a  strong  guarantee 
afibrded  for  llie  most  defenceless  portions  of 
this  Union,  having  th«  smallest  representatjon 
on  this  fioor,  that  they  should  participate  in  t^ 
benefits  of  a  system  liaving  for  its  ol^ect  Um 
general  defence  of  tiua  whcde  oonutry.    Uoder 
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fiwsolenm  &ith  of  legifJation,  he  wished  e 

mrbun  fitipnlatiOQ  that  those  portions  of  the 
connby  most  speedily  requiring  Uieae  improve- 
ment^ and  least  able  to  aocompliBb  them, 
riionld  oI«m  oar  first  attentioii.  He  believed  if 
tliiB  pledge,  detailing  the  works  in  Ibeir  order 
of  progre^tm,  ta  reforenoe  to  their  relative 
ntalit7,  could  not  be  obtained,  that,  witbont 
waitiii«  fi>r  Boientiflo  estimates  or  aorveys,  fbor 
or  five  large  Stotee  mi^t  oonfbdeiate  uid  keep 
the  benefit  of  the  s^atem  to  themaelTee,  Tinder 
that  "  eoleinn  plannbili^  "  of  the  pablio  good, 
which  self-intereat  so  fteelir  mppUM  wbenever 
the  pretext  is  ftt  aU  oecesnarT'.  Besides,  if  the 
qoestion  submitted  to  the  Honse  was,  where 
onght  we  to  begin  t  he  abould  think  the  answer 
Onffht  to  be  decirive — not,  snrel)',  between  the 
DeUware  and  Ohesapeake;  beoanse,  with  the 
ezoeptioa  of  certain  portions  of  onr  Union, 
mwe  especially  in  New  En^and,  he  thooght 
this  section  of  theoonnt^deoidedlytiie  strong- 
est and  most  defensible,  from  its  dense  popnla- 
tion  and  already  eosj  oommonication,  and  if 
omrreeooroee  were  to  be  applied  at  onoe,  let 
than  be  carried  to  some  section  now  compara- 
tively weak,  and  most  reqniring  interior  oom- 
monicatioo.  It  is  perhape  worthy  of  inqniry, 
whether  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  Oovemment 


and  popolation,  they  will  certainly  be  acoom- 
plished;  for  that  works,  executed  by  private 
capital  and  individual  enterprise,  will  at  once 
be  more  Jadicionaly  esecatea  and  more  bene- 
ficially Bopervised,  does  not  admit  of  a  qneo- 
tfoo ;  and  to  this  it  is  no  answer  to  ear,  that 
the  Uiiited  Statee,  nbacribinK  as  a  stookholder, 
liaa  its  interest  soperintaided;  far,  for  jnst  so 
moch  as  may  be  the  capital  nt  the  United 
Btatee  employed  in  this  way,  will  be  so  much 
of  the  capital  of  the  ooantry  mirepreeentod  by 
the  erer-watchfiil  instinct  and  sympathy  of  pri- 
vate interest.  It  b  perfectly  obvioQj^  that  the 
Ohea«>eake  and  Delaware  Oanal  is  pre<nHe1y 
one  of  those  works  which  muiC  and  wtii  be  ac- 
eompliahed  without  the  ud  of  Government,  by 
the  natnral  pnwrese  of  wealth  and  population, 
and  the  probable  profit  which  will  be  afforded 
to  the  investment  of  capital  nnder  the  guidance 
of  thoee  wtu)  can  beet  direct  it — ita  owners. 

Hr.  H.  said  he  did  not  think  that  there  was 
a  good  hnsbaudry,  or  ^plication,  of  the  means 
of  Goveniment,  to  Ixvin  precisely  at  the  point 
where  the  work  ooofd  and  woidd  be  accom- 
pliahed,  withont  onr  aid,  when  so  many  impor- 
tant sections  of  onr  country,  infinitdy  more 
vulnerable  in  a  military  point  of  view,  conld 
not  be  rendered  defensible  withont  it  It  is 
indisputably  troe,  that  there  were  many  por- 
tiona  of  the  Union  where,  for  the  oonstmotion 
of  roads  and  canals,  the  General  Oovemment 
wotdd  not  be  nnder  the  neoessit;  of  expending 
a  ftrthing,  even  in  refbrcnoe  to  thcee  rontea 
which  wonld  be  essential  in  time  of  war  for  Uie 
faanaportation  of  troops  and  military  supplies, 
*         « joivate  intenst  wonld  make  them  com- 


plete and  ready  at  onr  hands.  Now,  nnleas  it 
can  be  shown  that  the  resources  of  the  coon- 
tiTi  fcr  the  next  fifty  years,  will  be  more  than 
adequate  for  the  oouBtmotion  of  those  worka 


nlcotion)  of  thoee  sections  of  our  common  Union, 
where  they  can  only  be  execnted  by  onr  entire 
aid;  itissnrely  a  qnestion  worthy  of  oonsdeni- 
tion,  whetiier  we  are  not  b^inning,  nut  only 
in  the  wrong  place,  bnt  doing  that  wliich,  long 
before  the  most  nnimportant  of  onr  distant 
works  can  be  accomplished,  will  be  a  snperlln- 
OQS  act  of  monificence.  For,  he  would  under- 
take to  aver,  as  certain  as  there  was  on  in- 
crease of  the  wealth  and  population  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore,  Jnst  as  certainly  wonld 
the  projected  canal  be  completed  without  our 
aid.  Ajidhe  believed  thisaidcooldbe  withheld 
withont  the  slighteet  injnstice  to  a  single  indi- 
vidual in  this  country :  for  what  it  is  the  inter- 
est of  communitiee  to  do,  tbey  will  do  in  the 
natural  progress  of  event^  withont  the  pam- 
pering of  G«vemmen^  which  often  haa  an  nn- 
propitions  effect 

Ur .  H.  said  that  in  his  humUe  view  of  th« 
sabject,  he  thooght  the  importance  of  tlie  pro- 
posed canal,  in  a  military  aspect,  was  greatly 
everrated.  He  did  not  hold  so  absurd  an  opin* 
ion,  ss  to  say  that  the  water  commonicuion 
contemplated  would  be  of  no  service  at  certain 
exigencies,  for  the  transportation  of  the  heavy 
monitions  of  war.  But  the  neok  of  land  ov«r 
which  the  canal  is  to  pass,  is  too  narrow,  and 
is  now  ftirrowed  by  a  tornpika  road  too  good, 
to  render  the  ^romnt  and  effident  passage  of 
troope  vrith  th«r  lij;nt>  munitions,  at  all  unee^ 
tain  or  embarrassecC  He  wonld  midertake  to 
say  thi^  that  a  body  of  twenty-five  thousand 
men,  with  the  neoeesary  materiel  for  giHng  into 
action  on  this  side  of  the  Chesapeake,  codd  be 
marched  on  the  turnpike  as  eipeditionsly  as 
they  conld  be  transported  by  water  on  the 
canal,  if  they  had  to  change  their  boats  on  their 
arrival  at  the  Ohesapeake.  None  bat  those 
who  have  witneesed  it,  can  form  any  idea  of  the 
tjme  consumed  by  the  embarkation  and  de- 
barkation of  troops.  The  great  utility  of  this 
canal,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  woold  be  ita 
adaptation  to  the  passs^  of  vessels  of  war  from 
the  Delawaro  to  the  Ohesapeake,  without  the 
necessity  of  doubling  the  Oapee,  in  cases  oS 
concerted  rendezvous  at  Hampton  Roods.  It 
does  not  appear,  bnt  precisely  the  reverse,  ttiat 
it  is  the  ct^ect  of  the  company  so  ia  constmct 
it  at  present,  and  if  completed  merely  for  boat 
or  sloop  navigation,  it  is  not  very  probable  it 
over  will  be  so  adopted,  except  on  terms  whidi 
woold  throw  the  entire  borden  on  the  Gktvem- 
ment,  and  at  a  coat  which  might  Infinitely 
transcend  the  value  of  the  object,  as  valnaU* 
as  it  might  be. 


pany,  on  another  groond,  which  was,  that  there 
wonld  not  probably  be  a  nnile  turnpike  at 
oanal  company  in  the  United  States,  whidi 


H.  ofR.] 

Toold  not  m&ke  a  nmilar  appeal  under  the 

bwiefit  of  tliia  precedent,  or,  mat  would  not 
perhaps  have  eanal  olaima  on  your  liberality ; 
and,  if  anoh  applicants  did  not  BQCceed,  it  iroidd 
be  tiie  reenlt,  he  feared,  rather  of  the  weakneaa 
of  the  political  combination  which  coold  be 
broDght  to  bear  on  their  applications,  than  on 
the  intrinnc  jnstice  of  their  claims.  The  SUte 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  this 
floor,  is  now  engaged  with  an  enterprise  worth; 
of  herself^  and  on  her  own  reeonroea,  in  two 
canals,  both  of  which  are  more  essential  to  the 
defence  of  the  seacoaet  of  three  States  in  this 
tTnion  than  any  two  works  that  oonld  well  be 
imagined.  He  alluded  to  the  Catawba  canal, 
vhich  opened  a  commnnioation  with  Uie  popn- 
lons  district  of  North  Carolina  at  a  distance  of 
two  hnndred  and  fifty  or  tliree  bnndred  miles 
from  the  ooean,  and  the  Saloda  canal,  which 
afforded  a  similar  facility  of  drawing  militair 
reBoorcea  from  Tenneseee.  Yet,  Mr.  E.  said, 
be  qnestioned  whether,  if  either  himself  or 
aome  one  of  bis  oolleagnes,  better  able  to  sap- 
port  it  than  huuset^  bad  introdaoed  a  proposi- 
tion that  this  Government  shoold  lend  Qie  State 
of  South  Carolina  three  bnndred  and  fifty  thon- 
■and  dollars  on  a  contingent  payment  of  intereot 
when  the  wt>rht  might  m  profitabU,  to  accom- 
plish them,  it  would  have  obtained  any  thing 
more  than  the  cold  ceremony  of  a  reference 
to  some  committee  where  the  measnre  woold 
die  a  natural  deatii,  as  a  matter  of  coorae. 
Tet,  he  coold  demonstrate,  in  relation  to  the 
military  exigeniriea  of  the  conntry,  that  these 
canals  were  vastly  more  essential  to  its  defence 
than  the  one  for  the  benefit  of  which  we  are 
oalled  npon  to  contribute. 

If  a  system,  having  reference  exclnsiToly  "  to 
national  objecte  "  is  reported  to  this  Honw  in 
the  progress  of  four  years,  it  will  not  be  neoce- 
•ory  to  appropriate  the  whole  smonnt  of  th^ 
coat  at  once,  bnt  by  a  Jadioions  apportionment 
of  oor  means,  beginning  with  those  of  the  firet 
necessity,  we  might  lay  the  fbtrndatitm  to  some 
of  those  works  which  would  form  "  a  tower  of 
strength  "  to  ns  in  war,  as  well  as  a  memorial 
of  our  snocessfol  industry  in  peace,  and  at  onoe 
afford  an  efiective  guarantee  to  all  the  portions 
of  this  vast  Union,  that  tlieii  national  mterests 
TOnld  be  considered.  Now,  s^d  Mr,  H.,  in 
beginning  with  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
canal,  we  are  be^nning  where,  as  he  had 
before  add,  our  aid  is  least  wanted,  and  where 
the  work  can  and  will  be  accomplished  withont 
It  Snrely,  if  we  are  at  once  to  commence  the 
oonstruction  of  canals,  the  communication  be- 
tween the  Gnlf  of  Mexico  and  the  8t.  John's, 
the  commnnioation  between  the  Oape  Pear 
Biver  and  the  Waccamaw,  are  points  of  for 
greatK'  importance  in  reference  to  tne  exigencies 
of  defence,  than  the  point  to  which  it  is  pro- 
posed yon  shall  appfy  your  means.  The  one 
oomprises  a  section  of  coantry  of  sparse  popn- 
latioD,  and  extensive  seacoost,  where  nnmitions 
of  war  mast,  in  all  probability,  be  transported 
«t  a  sodden  exigency.    The  lait  ii  a  point  in 
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the  heart  of  a  popnlstioo  foil  and  overflowing, 
and  sorroondea  by  all  the  materials  of  defence, 
Mr.  MoLun,  of  Delaware,  rose  and  Baid 
that,  as  the  honorable  membra  who  bad  jnst 
taken  his  seat,  (Mr.  Uaiuliok,  of  fionth  Caro- 
lina,) had  professed  his  object  to  be  not  so 
mnch  to  make  proselytes  as  to  justify  his  own 
vote  to  himself,  there  was  no  imperions  nece*- 
sity  for  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  prolong  the 
discossion,  eepecially  as  he  fdt  no  desire  to  de- 
prive the  gentleman  of  any  consolation  he 
might  derive  from  the  reasons  he  had  asngned, 
of  which,  in  the  fullest  extent,  he  thought  fiie 
gentleman  would  stand  in  great  need.     AM 

Set,  said  Mr.  McL.,  the  relation  in  which  the 
tate  I  represent  is  placed,  to  the  work  pro> 
posed  to  be  aided  by  this  bill,  makes  it  proper 
thst  I  should  briefly  reply  to  the  arguments 
submitted  by  Qie  gentleman  from  8onth  Caro- 
lina. Mr.  McL,  said  the  danger  he  had  always 
apprehended  in  regard  to  theee  subjects  had 
now  arisen.  He  had  never  believed  the  con- 
stitutional objections  to  be  the  greatest  difficul- 
ties ;  theee  were  matters  of  oonstruction  arising 
out  of  the  words  and  spirit  of  the  constitntion, 
which  could  be  combated  by  argument  and 
sound  reasoning,  by  which  the  Judgments  of 
men  could  be  iSdressed  and  convinced.  This 
task  had  been  performed ;  in  this  House,  and 
in  the  nation,  the  doctrine  had  previuled.  Not 
only  bad  pntdic  opinion  yielded  to  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government  to  engage  in  in- 
ternal improTements  of  a  national  (£anu;ter, 
but  had  even  ontstript  and  gone  ahead  of  the 
notions  maintained  here.  But  now,  sud.  Mr. 
MoLun,  after  we  have  guned  the  victory  over 
orastitntitoud  somplee,  we  are  met  with  pre- 
oisdy  the  obstacles  most  to  be  apprehended, 
beowise  they  are  most  diScnlt  to  be  reconciled. 
The  Mends  of  the  cause  create  impediments, 
of  which  its  opponents  take  advantage  mere 
fatal  than  all  uiat  have  gone  before : — ol{jec- 
tions  on  the  score  of  espediency,  ariMng  out  of 
the  partial  operation  of  our  measoree,  oat  of 
local  interests  and  sectional  feelings.  'We  are 
forbidden  to  exert  our  power  in  one  part  of  the 
conntry,  unless  we  employ  it  in  every  other. 
We  must  not  spend  money  in  the  West  till  wfi 
can  spend  as  much  in  the  East,  nor  begin  a 
work  in  the  Middle  &tat«s  till  we  can  use  a  like 
sum  in  every  part  of  the  country.  It  behoves 
the  friends  of  internal  improvements  to  di9- 
courage  these  difficulties  in  the  outeeL  They 
will  not  be  so  easily  combated  by  any  argu- 
ment, however  powerftil,  because,  ariMng  out 
of  local  views,  and  conflicting  feelings  of  sec- 
tional interests,  they  are  regulated  hy'Hie  jwe- 
judices,  and  not  the  reason,  of  gentlemen. 
They  are  unyielding  in  their  character,  and  ao- 
quire  force  by  every  partial  suocobb. 

Ever  rinoe  the  termination  of  the  last  war, 
we  had  been  making  surveys,  with  a  view  to 
the  military  defence  of  the  country.  A  regular 
corps  of  enpneers  had  been  constantly  em- 
ployed in  developing  the  most  eli^ble  sites  tor 
these  works.     fTtimerona  r^<»tB  had   beea 
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made,  and  the  Bm-reTS  vera  yet  in  progrese. 
Wms  it  ever  pretended  that  we  ahonld  not  begin 
to  fcHtifr  nntil  ve  wold  know  oU  that  it  wonid 
become  neoewsry  to  do  in  tlus  ■wa.j  f  Bhoold 
wo  have  refnsed  to  fortify  New  Yori,  or  Bos- 
ttm,  or  the  Delaware,  or  the  Chceapeake,  till 
tbe  whole  oonntrj  oould  be  osplored,  to  see 
bow  much  more  might  be  done  t  To  protect 
no  part  of  the  country  until  w«  could  see  how 
many  others  nuKbt  be  protected  t  On  tlie  con- 
trary, Mid  Ur,  luL.,  detamuning  upon  Uie  ex- 
pedieii«7  of  defence  by  fortifieationa,  we  have 
proceeded  with  all  reasoiuible  despatch;  we 
fiftre  cOTunlt^d  the  particular  ezigenelee  of  the 
Donntry,  acted  upon  infonnatiOD  as  to  particnlsr 
pUoes,  whenever  it  was  complete,  leaving 
others  for  ftitiire  operationa.  With  Uiis  view, 
we  hare  dae«i£ed  our  eyitem  of  defence  in 
reference  to  their  neoeasity.  One  doaa  to  be 
•zecnted  iDunediately,  another  at  -a  longer 
period,  and  a  tiiird  still  more  remote.  If  Qds 
'  work,  of  the  Delaware  and  Cbesape^e  Oand, 
be  importAiit  in  a  military  point  of  view,  and 
be  hoped  to  ahow  it  was  not  lesa  bo  than  some 
of  thoee  fbrtJfioalionB,  why  not  act  in  relation 
to  it  npon  the  aame  prindple !  If  it  be  inti- 
mately  oooneoted  witii  the  military  defence  of 
the  Atlantic  frontier,  and  he  believed.it  waa — 
tho  gentleman  himself  had  placed  it  on  this 
groniid — why  not  b^n  it  at  once,  with  tiie 
other  great  worka  now  in  progreaa  fbr  tiie  aame 
oineotf 

Mr.  MoL  iaid,  tn  every  point  of  view  to 
which  he  had  considered  the  snbject,  the  meas- 
nre  proposed  by  tUa  bill  waa  recommended 
bj  the  wiaeat  oousideration*.  He  had  always 
entert^ned  the  opinion,  that  the  beet  mode  of 
applying  the  resoaroea  of  the  Oovermneot  to 
pMt  nMioaal  work*,  wonld  be  to  come  in  aid 
of  individual  skill  and  enterpriae,  where  prac- 
liMble,  rather  than  to  ezecnte  the  work  by  the 
Cowernment.  Bnch  works,  when  nndertaken 
endnatvely  by  the  Government,  were  always 
more  expensive,  and  sourou  of  constant  bnrden 
and  expense,  in  making  repairs  and  keeping 
them  np.  This  was  a  reasonable  oljeotion 
mged  to  the  U)propriation  for  the  Oamberland 
nMui  Bnt,  wlwre  individual  enterprise,  always 
earefti]  of  Its  own  interests,  and  not  likely  to 
embark  in  ndnons  projects,  had  been  led  to  tlie 
pnijeetion  of  a  work  of  this  description,  the 
Government  might  uf^  embark  ita  capital  in 
aid  of  tbe  enterprise  Thia  woold  be  to  oheriah, 
encoorage,  and  aiutdn,  the  a[drit  and  indurtry 
of  tbe  citizens^  and,  withoat  the  absoiate  gift 
of  the  fonda,  eondnet  it  to  tbe  mutual  impmve- 
moat  of  the  oonntcy,  and  the  attainment  of 
great  national  ot^ects.  There  coold  be  littie 
danger  of  loss  in  such  a  policy,  since  it  rarely 
h^pens  that  a  body  of  intelligent  men  wonld 
•mbarktiieirindividnal  means  withontareason- 
able  prospect  of  proHtable  employment ;  and, 
tbe  work  once  being  accomplished,  the  same 
ftuds  owned  by  the  Government  conld  be  tra^ 
ferred  to  other  objeola  of  similar  importance, 


fits,  withont  any  sensiUe  effect  upon  the  means 

The  bill  before  the  House  oonfbrms  to  thia 
policy.  It  proposes  a  anbaoription  for  1,600 
shares  of  stock  m  the  Delaware  and  Oheatfieaka 
Oanal  Oompsny,  to  be  paid  at  tJie  same  periods, 
and  in  similar  proportions,  as  the  other  stock- 
holders,  and  to  give  tbe  Oovemment  a  control 
over  the  company  in  prq)ortion  to  ita  interests. 

Tbe  work  itaelf  is  of  tbe  utmost  importaocey 
not  only  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  bnt  tM 
it  regards  all  the  great  interests  of  the  nation. 
Consider  it  as  yon  will,  it  is  exceeded  by  no 
other  work  of  the  kind  which  has  been  pro- 
jected in  this  coontry.  It  is  not  a  work  of  ex- 
periment, Boddenly  gnggeated,  and  hastily  adopt- 
ed, by  the  magnificence  of  its  oonseqnenoea. 
It  is  a  project  of  half  a  oentnry ;  has  grown  np 
nnder  the  aneploee  of  the  most  eoUghtene^ 
scientific,  and  practical  men  for  that  period  <a 
time.  A  company  has  been  fnoorporated  by 
the  anthority  of  three  Btatee,  anuiorlzed  to 
make  the  work.    Individoal  aabeoriptions,  to 

tbeamoont  of dollars,  have  been  obt^ed; 

and,  to  aid  of  theae,  and  in  common  witii  so 
many  others,  the  Oovemment  is  now  asked  to 
subscribe  for  1,500  shares,  which,  if  done,  the 
work  will  bo  completed. 

In  embarking  m  this  enterprise,  we  vitiate 
no  State  rights — they  at  least  are,  to  this  to- 
stance,  aeonre.  We  enoroach  npon  no  mnnid- 
pal  authority,  because  we  are  acting  nnder  ita 
unmediate  end  express  ssnction.  Of  the  entire 
and  absolnte  praoUoability  of  the  work,  with 
the  present  aid,  no  one  who  has  attended  to 
the  subject,  and  to  the  Indd  exposition  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re. 
ported  the  bill,  can  donbt  The  route  has  been 
eatabliahed  onder  the  direction  of  the  moat 
skilfol  engineers,  civil  and  military,  to  tJid 
United  6tat«e.  The  estimates  have  been  Ja- 
dlcionaly  made — omtracta  for  the  whole  work 
already  entered  into  with  re^Mnsible  persons, 
at  a  snm  withto  the  estimate*,  and  tbe  WQrk 
is  to  a  rapid  and  prosperous  advancement.  Tbs 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  calls  for  a  snr* 
vey.  Sir\  he  has  it,  and  the  best  that  could  be 
made.  Ine  gentieman  has  not  yet  to  ieant 
that  this  work  has  been  surveyed,  in  two  suo- 
oeesive  years,  by  a  part  of  tbe  militarv  ooipi 
of  engineers  of  tiie  United  Btatea,  nnaer  t£e 
inomeoiate  direction  of  the  Government  and 
by  them  ^>proved  and  adopted.  Sir,  I  sbcrald 
be  safe  m  a^tog  that,  to  tbe  Judgment  of  theas 
engtoeera,  the  preaent  location  of  the  route  <il 
this  canal  is  to  be  m^nly  attributed.  In  the 
earlier  stages  of  thia  work,  a  different  ronte 
had  been  eraitemplated,  and  at  a  &r  lees  ex- 
pense, withto  the  amomit  of  todividnal  anbscrip- 
tiona.  This  ronte  has  been  changed  by  t£e 
recent  surveys,  and  another  adopted,  requiring 
more  labor  and  more  money.  When  I  conaidw 
the  character  of  the  men  engaged  in  this  aoN 
vey,  I  am  boand  to  believe  Uiat  their  location 
has  been  Judicious;  bnt  it  is,  neverthelee^ 
owing,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  deoiailm  ox 
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these  United  States  euKineera,  that  the  cost  of 
tlie  work  has  exceeded  tlie  means  of  the  in- 
diridnal  BDbscriptioii,  and  therefore  reqniPea  the 
■id  of  the  QovemmeDt.  But  the  RenUeman  Bays 
ire  most  wait  for  the  mrveTS  of  m&  last  Beesion. 
How  can  thej  aid  our  deliberatiooB  t  Of  what 
benefit  will  the  Borveys  t^the  oountrj  weet  of  the 
tnotmtunB,  or  on  Qie  lakes,  be  to  ds,  in  relation 
t«  this  Delaware  and  Oheaqieake  Oanai!  We 
know  as  mnch  of  the  work  now  as  we  should 
after  anjr  nmnber  of  snrve^  It  is  admitted, 
oa  all  hands,  tiiat  this  is  a  work  of  the  highest 
notional  character,  essential  fbr  purposes  of 
oommeroe  and  defence ;  tltat,  begin  when  we 
maj,  this  mnst  be  the  first  ohiect  to  which  we 
most  tnni :  then,  why  wiut,  I  repeat,  for  enr- 
vaya,  which  can  shed  no  new  liftht  npon  a  eab- 
jeot  of  which  we  are  already  ftJij  informed  t 

Hr.  HoL,  said  he  ehoidd  Tnaintain,  with- 
out the  fear  d  contradiction,  that  this  chain  of 
interior  canals  was  essential  to  the  military 
power  of  this  Government :  oolnplete  protec- 
tion ooold  not  be  given  to  the  conntrj  without 
h.  The  GoTermneDt  ooold  not  exert  itself  so 
wis^  or  profitably  as  in  angmenting  the 
ffieaDB  of  defence.  Tbe  aroi  of  the  Government 
was  never  so  strong  as  'when  rslsed  for  the 
protection  of  the  citizen.  Its  powers  of  defence 
endeared  it  to  the  people,  led  them  to  perceive 
and  acknowledge  its  neceasitj,  to  sdinire  its 
ntilitj,  and  strengthen  its  resonroes.  This 
Government  oonld  not  be  too  lavish  of  ito  fonds 
in  the  means  of  defence.  So  expenditure  oonld 
be  wasteM  or  improvident,  if  made  among  onr 
own  people,  for  their  complete  protection.  But 
the  raiamg  of  armies  and  equipment  of  fleets, 
were  not  Uie  only  means  of  defence :  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  the;  were  necessary,  bnt  totally 
Inadequate  to  all  tbe  objects  of  defence.  They 
were,  moreover,  expennve,  in  some  instances 
dangeroQs,  and  he  donbted  whether  tbe  ntmoet 
resom'ces  of  this  connby  wonld  be  snfBcient 
to  defend  Hie  people  by  armies,  navies,  and 
even  fortifications.  We  were  not  defended  by 
■n  army  whidi  shonld  wsit  to  receive  tlie 
enemy  on  his  landing,  and  drive  him  back  to 
his  BmpB.  An  enemy  oommsnding  great  mari- 
time means,  would  distress  us  more,  and  pro- 
dnoe  greater  ruin,  by  shotting  np  onr  ports 
without  landing  a  soldier.  By  this  means  be 
wonld  carry  the  pressore  of  war  into  every 
part  of  the  conntry,  and  enfeeble  the  Govern- 
ment in  maintaining  large  armies  to  watch  his 
invasion.  Onr  means  of  defence,  to  be  ef- 
feotoal,  should  be  carried  to  tbe  homes  and  the 
bumneee  of  onr  population.  We  shoold  give 
protection  to  the  labor  and  oocnpation  of  the 
dtizen,  so  that  be  should  not  only  be  secure  in 
his  person,  bnt  safe  in  the  pnrmit  of  bii  Indne- 
try.  Bucfa  a  species  of  defence  has  been  en- 
tirely overlooked  in  considering  this  snly'ect. 
Bnt  we  cannot  have  forgotten  the  experience 
ot  tbe  last  war.  We  suffered,  it  is  true,  from 
tlifl  sndden  incurdons  of  the  enemy,  but  in  no 
degree  equal  to  the  calamities  which  every- 
wtkere  pervftded  t^  Union,  even  those  parts 


most  remote  from  tbe  immediate  theatre  of  the 
war.  A  blockading  squadron  at  the  Ohesa- 
peake  and  the  Delaware,  completely  cnt  off 
the  communication  between  the  northern  and 
Bonthem  sections  of  the  Union.  The  indnstry 
of  the  people  was  paralyzed,  the  prodact  of 
their  labor  rotted  on  their  hands,  the  aotivi^ 
of  tJte  mannfactorer  was  at  a  stand,  the  means 
of  interchange  were  deetroyed,  individual  enf- 
fering  everywhere  prevailed ;  no  one  Mt  the 
power  of  the  Government;  every  one  com- 
pltuned  of  its  weaknees.  It,  In  such  a  war, 
there  were  an  easy  internal  canal  communica- 
tion, we  should  be,  in  a  great  degree,  beyond 
the  power  of  the  enemy.  He  mipht  thunder 
in  vun  on  our  shores ;  onr  fortifications  well 
garrisoned,  sided  by  a  small  armyjadidonsly 
posted,  wonld  prevent  his  landing,  and  the 
great  bnsinees  of  the  oommnnity  proceed  ac- 
tivdy  and  securely.  The  horrors  of  war  would 
not  visit  the  interior.  Individual  bappinees 
and  comfort  would  be  promoted,  the  wealth  of 
the  nation  be  increased,  and  when  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  occadon  to  call  npon  the 
friends  of  the  people  to  strengthen  its  arm,  it 
would  not  call  in  vain.  It  would  call  upwi  a 
cheerful,  powerful  population,  and  thus  derive 
reeonroee  adequate  to  its  greatcet  neoeeaties. 
Sir,  I  pray  gentiemen  to  allow  Uie  experience, 
of  the  late  war,  aided  by  these  conmderations^ 
to  inculcate  npon  tiiem  to  delay  no  longer  the 
accomplishment  of  this  great  means  of  national 
defence  and  hational  protection.  We  are  ad- 
monished, however,  that  the  state  of  the  treas- 
nry  will  not  Justify  this  expenditnre.  We  are 
told  to  wait  till  the  public  debt  is  paid  off,  and 
the  nation  is  out  of  debt.  This  argument  has 
been  so  often  repeated  during  the  present  ses- 
sion,  as  to  induce  some  to  beueve  there  may  be 
something  in  it.  Aiter  hearing  fr^im  every 
department  of  the  Government  so  much  about 
the  flonrisbing  ^te  of  our  finanoea,  it  wonld 
indeed  be  strange  if  we  had  not  the  means  of 
making  a  subscription  of  $860,000,  to  be  paid 
gradually  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years, 
without  sensibly  increasing  our  obligations. 

Hi.  MtLLAET,  of  Vermont,  observed  that 
when,  at  the  last  session,  the  bill  for  proonring 
estimateB  and  surveys,  pr^aratoiy  to  a  system 
'of  internal  improvement,  had  been  discussed, 
the  friends  of  that  geneinl  system  placed  the 
measure  on  the  ground,  that  it  was  to  be  carried 
into  immediate  execution.  He  donbled  the 
power  of  Oongreee,  under  the  oonstitntion,  to 
adopt  that  sfstem.  He  would  not  now  enttr 
upon  the  constitutional  question,  but  wonld 
merely  state  the  reasons  miy,  notwithstanding 
his  sentiments  on  that  subject,  he  felt  at  liberty 
to  vote  for  the  present  bilL 

Tbe  doctrine  which  had  been  then  advanced, 
he  understood  to  be  this— that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment had,  by  the  constitutiim,  an  inherent 
power  to  determine  upon  the  best  route  for  a 
rt^  or  a  canaL  and  then  to  make  tbe  canal  tx 
the  road.  Mr.  M,  bad  Directed  to  this,  becauaa 
he  thought  itwas  interfsnng  with  the  anthotil^ 
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of  tbe  States^  and  lie  had,  therefore,  voted 
iguDSt  the  bill  for  BarrejB  and  eetmrntea.  What. ' 
uked  Hr.  H.,  is  the  s;Btem  to  which  that  bill 
had  reference,  and  atwut  which  ao  much  had 
been  wid  on  this  floor  ?  So  &r  as  he  anderstood 
it,  it  was  a  plao  which  was  to  emanate  wholl7 
fivm  the  Ezecntive  Department  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  According  to  that  bill,  the  Preddent  had 
the  making  of  these  BorreTS  placed  onder  bis 
own  abaolate  control :  he  might  aend  engineers 
Inst  where  he  pleased;  collect  jost  such  laots  as 
be  might  thinfc  important  and  interestinK  and 

r»at  them  to  this  House.  When  this  ^oold 
done,  what  was  iLa  oonree  to  be  pnreoed  hj 
Uns  HoDse !  Was  be  to  onderstand  gentlemen 
Uiat  this  House  was  pledged  to  carrj  into  effect 
theplanof  tbeEiecntive!  Hebad  the  greatest 
respect  for  the  Preaident;  bnt  in  examining  a 
inbject  of  this  kind,  it  was  proper  te  consider  it 
in  respect  to  posaibilttiea,  and  it  oertainlf  was 
possible  that  a  plan,  emanating  from  liie  Eiecn- 
tive,  might,  when  it  arrived  at  this  Hoizs^  be 
oonaiderod  as  defective  in  extent,  or  partial  in 
its  b«aring — there  might  be  manj  raasona  why 
the  Honse  should  not  think  proper  to  adopt  it. 
What  then  was  to  be  done!  a  new  plan  mnst 
be  gone  into,  and  still  farther  dela/s  occasioned. 
Be  apprehended  that  tboee  who  are  opposed  to 
the  system,  on  constitntdonal  prinoipW  wonfd 
have  reason  to  fear  that  the  plan  ivonld  b&  so 
tbrmed  as  to  combine  all  the  different  parts  of 
tlie  conntij ;  and,  if  any  snch  combination  was 
attempted,  the  feelings  of  all  most  be  oonsolted. 
Besides,  if  we  adopt  a  general  system,  we  rmi 
Qte  hazard  of  collision  between  one  section  of 
the  country  and  another.  For  bis  own  part, 
whenever  the  Slate  of  Vermont  or  Massachn- 
setta,  or  any  other  Btate,  presented  to  Oongress 
a  Dsefol  object,  he  thoa^t  they  might  rely  on 
the  Qovemment  to  give  it  snch  aid  and  eapport 
as  its  merits  might  require.  He  thooght  that 
Congress  was  much  safer,  in  selectiag  o^eots  for 
itself  than  in  having  them  selected  and  arranged 
tot  them.    This  the^  were  per&ctly  competent 


(rther  eections  of  tlte  ooontrT,  to  induce  him 
to  vote.  If  the  gentlemen  of  the  South  wished 
to  unite  the  Tennessee  River  with  the  streams 
that  empty  into  the  Golf  of  Uexioo,  he  was  resdy 
to  »ct :  bnt  a  report  on  that  sal^ect  wonld  not 
make  bim  any  wiser  abont  the  Delaware  and 
Obea^eake  Canal.  Oongrees  mnst  jndge  on 
each  olqect  du^y.  To  tne  present  ottjeot,  any 
oODstitational  ejections  against  the  system  did 
not  apply.  There  was  here  no  qnestion  of  jnria- 
diction — no  Btato  rights  were  invaded — the  only 
qoeadon  to  be  oonaidared,  was,  Will  yon  appro- 
priate a  snm  of  money  to  promote  invaloable 


e  to  ooenpy  any  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
Hoooe,  after  the  very  able  argmnent  tbey  had 
Jost  listened  to  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Delaware.  (Mr.  McLiNs,)  and  after  the 
(Toonda  npoii  which  the  Mends  of  the  bill  rested 


it,  had  been  BO  amply  explored  by  that  gentJemao 
and  othetfi.  Under  these  cironmstanoea,  and  the 
latenees  of  the  boor,  the  attention  of  the  Hoose 

the  few  remarks  he  had  to  make,  he  oonld 
only  cojtmder  as  matter  of  indolgenoe. 

In  the  object  of  the  present  bill,  every  thing  b 
prepared  and  digested.  He  said  that  he  oonrid- 
ered  an  appropriation  in  this  House  to  imply  and 
preenppose  an  estimate ;  be  wonld  always  vote 

ri  tnls  prindple.  In  the  appropriations  for 
army  and  navy,  the  Secretaries  of  those 
great  Departments  were  boond  to  give  this 
Honae  snob  Inoid  estimates,  snob  dear  state- 
ments of  &ctB,  that  the  at^ronriaUons  to  be 
made  wonld  follow  of  conrscL  How,  he  asked, 
would  these  principles  apply  to  the  sottject  under 
consideration  t  Nothing  was  here  left  to  ehanoe. 


aotnally  made;  every 
thing  of  tUs  kind  was  settled,  and  the  operatlona 
upon  the  canal  were  now  progresnng;  under  a 
board  of  enlightened  managers,  and  an  aide  en- 
gineer. Suppose  the  genial  system  digestad 
and  prodncM^  it  conld  mrow  no  additional  light 
on  uis  subject  It  stands  on  ita  own  menia, 
and  is  oonfeoedly  an  object  of  the  first  nataoDal 
iraportauce;  on  extensive  portion  of  several 
States  will  be  greatly  aided  by  it  He  said  that 
the  navigation  of  the  Bnsquehatma  had  long 
been  a  sabjeot  extremely  interesting  to  the 
people  of  Pennsylvauia.  The  Legislature  of 
that  State  had  made  liberal  appropriatioos  to 
improve  the  bed  of  that  river  through  all  ita 
&1&  to  tide  water. 

The  navigation  of  that  river  bos  always  been 
of  the  most  hazardous  kind,  and  yet  the  hardy 
and  enterprising  men  who  live  along  its  shcn«e, 
hod  surmounted  ali  its  natural  difBcnltiee  in  get- 
ting the  produce  of  the  country  to  a  ma^et. 

According  to  a  hasty  estimate  which  he  had 
made,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  ooontry  border- 
ing upon  this  river,  and  withont  referring  to  any 
certain  data,  he  supposed  thal^  In  Uie  article  tx 
wheat  and  flour  alone,  there  was  an  amoimt  of 
(1,000,000  annuall^r  tranqiorted  to  market  by 
that  river.  To  this  may  be  added  the  other 
productions  oi  Uiat  immense  and  fertile  country 
bordering  on  this  river,  pork,  whiskey,  lumber; 
end  to  these  again  may  be  added  a  new  article 
in  the  interior  commerce  of  the  States,  namely, 
coal.  The  ooimtry  bordering  upon  the  Susque- 
hanna abounds  with  this  miniwal,  and,  under 
all  the  present  disadvantages,  has  found  its  way 
to  a  market  st  your  cities. 

The  great  conntry  of  the  Suaquehanna,  he 


of  the  Susquehanna  might  be  ap[died  to  the 
Delaware.  The  article  of  coal,  on  that  river, 
had  become  a  most  Interesting  matter,  in  the 
of  the  interior  with  Philadelimia,  It 
thee,  in  these  views  of  the  sul^f eot  of  tha 


bays  of  these  rivers.    In  a  military  point  of 
view,  he  oooaidered  it  of  inflaite  iatpiKiaiaoa  to 
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the  oooatrj,1iat  tbe  object  sbonJd  be  efiboted. 
IJpoD  the  oompbtion  of  the  canal  throagli  Jersey, 
It  would  <>peD  die  most  perfect  oommnnio&tioii 
lietiTMn  Baltimore^  Philodelpbis,  and  Kev 
York.  Troopa  ooold  be  moTed  t«  anr  of  those 
iwiata,  witb  a  celerity  now  impoedble.  And  to 
this  may  be  added,  the  transportatioii  of  evaiy 
q)e<iie8  of  the  mimitJonB  of  war.  In  a  word,  as 
regarded  the  defooce  of  the  oonntrf,  he  oon^- 
ered  it  as  of  greater  utiUty  to  the  cnontry  tikan 
anr  one  nn^e  fortifioation. 

Mr.  Bbioe,  of  PemuflTanla,  obaerred,  tbftt 
be  rose  not  to  enter  into  a  ^ecoadon  of  the 
generil  nibjeot,  but  maxij  to  state  the  neoee- 
d^  of  tlie  ud  of  GorenunflDt  to  prevent  this 
undertaking  from  beiuK  eutirelf  interrapted. 
He  was  in  poaseaiioiL  td  data,  from  which  he 
was  enabled  to  slate  that,  if  the  present  bill 
dionld  &il,  that  important  work  must  agun 
oease,  probably  for  many  years.  The  gentle- 
man  from  Booth  Carolina,  indeed,  (Mr.  Haiol- 
TOH,)  had  said,  that  tlie  canal  passed  through 
■  popnlons  and  wealthy  country,  and  mch  were 
tue  Intaresti  embarked  in  i^  that,  whether 
QorenimeDt  sobeoribed  or  not^  the  midertaking 
wonld  oartainlf  go  on.  In  this  the  gentleman 
was  sroatly  mistaken,  and  gentleman  wonld 
peroeire  ^at  the  rarerse  wsb  tnie,  when  he 
nude  to  them  s  few  statements  of  the  aotoal 
state  of  &ctB  on  tliis  sabject.  It  wu  almost 
twen^  years  unoe  this  canal  was  oommenced. 
At  that  time,  between  two  and  three  hundred 
thoosand  dollarB  had  been  snbBoribed,  bnt  sab- 
seqaently,  the  coarse  originally  proposed  for  the 
oanil  had  been  ohuiged.  The  money  was  ex- 
pended, and  the  work  ceased  for  many  yesra. 
About  two  yesra  ago  the  dedgn  was  revired. 
The  old  snbBoriptJon  Ust  had  been  ez&mined, 
and  it  was  now  fonnd  that  it  wonld  yield  abont 
60  per  cent  The  ooi^any  had  then  applied  to 
tba  Legislatmee  of  Penn^lrania,  Itolaware, 
and  Ha^lond,  eaoh  of  whku  bad  made  grants 
of  money  to  aid  the  f^da.  Efibrts  were  then 
made  in  the  dty  crfPhiIadel[^iia  to  fbnn  a  ftmd 
on  which  to  reoonunenoe  tlie  work,  bnt  the 
attempt  was  attended  with  the  Kreatest  diffl' 
011II7.  Ward  meetings  were  osUed,  oommittees 
were  a{>pointed,  all  classes  of  people  were 
applied  to,  not  only  merohante  and  oapitallBt^ 
hot  ahopkeepers  and  meohanios,  and  uioee  of 
the  lowest  grade.  The  oommittees  offered  to 
reoeive  sabsoriptdons  of  a  single  dollar,  and  in 
many  instances  a  sabsoription  of  t«n  dollars 
had  been  receired,  which  were  the  aggregate 
ooffltiibodons  of  several  neighbors,  who  had 
united  for  the  purpose.  In  this  manner,  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  were  obtained,  and 
there  was  now  a  defideney  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollan,  and  he  was  warranted  in 
s^ing^  that  any  attempt  to  get  more  in 
the  city  of  FMladelphia  wonld  be  made  in 

The  qneiUon  being  now  called  tor,  and  being 
aboQt  to  be  pot — 

iir.  LmsasiON  intimated  an  intention  to 
address  the  Easao,  and  reqneated,  on  aoooimt 


of  the  late  hour,  an  a^onmment:  wluoh  waa 
agreed  to. 

Fmn^s,  January  SI. 
ChMoptdia  and  DelMDore  Gaaai. 

Ur.  Tbuble,  of  Kentnc^,  rose,  to  say  that 
the  House  wonld  not  have  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  the  gentleman  from  Lonisiana,  (Mr, 
LmNMMir,)  as  was  expected  when  the  adjonra- 
ment  waa  moTad  on  yesterday.  That  gentle- 
man wi^ee  it  to  be  known  that  the  state  of  hia 
health  prevents  him  from  being  in  his  seat  this 
morning,  and,  it  Is  said,  tJiat  he  does  not  desire 
the  vote  npon  the  bill  to  be  delayed  upon  hia 
aceonnt. 

[A  nmnlng  debate  then  took  pUce,  generally 
corering  the  gronnd  already  gene  orer,  in  which 
Hr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Hsmiltcin,  Ur.  Oarrisoo  of  Kew 
Jeraey,  Hr.  Hallary  of  Vermont,  Hr.  Sharpe  of 
New  Tork,  Kr.  Allen  of  Uasgacbnsetts,  Hr.  UtUe 
of  Hsryluid:,  Hr.  Uarrin  of  Kew  To^  Mr.  Stom 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Buchanan  of  PemtsjlTtoia,  and 
Hr.  Hcl«n«  of  Delaware,  aerenlly  took  part.] 

The  question  having  been  repeatedly  called 
for,  was  then  pnt  and  dedded  in  the  afBrmatire^ 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fbllows : 

Tru.— HeMN.  Aiams,  Akiander  of  Tenn.,  Al- 
len of  Has*.,  Allison,  Baylies,  Bartley,  Beecfaer, 
Blur,  Breok,  Brent,  Buchanan,  Call,  Cunbrdeng, 
OunpbeU  of  Ohio,  Gusedy,  Comn^  Conduit, 
Cook,  Crowninshield,  CusbmMi,  Cuthliert,  Durfee, 
Dwight,  Ellis,  Farrellj,  Foot  of  Conn.,  FiMayth, 
Forward,  Fuller,  GatHn,  Oazlsy,  Oorley,  Harris, 
Harden,  Howard,  Bemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingbam,  Isaaca,  Jennings, 
Jotinson  of  Vs.,  J.  T.  Joboson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Eremer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher,  Locke, 
HcAxthur,  HoDnffle,  UcEean,  HcKee,  HcLane  of 
Dd.,  XcLean  of  Ohio,  HaUary,  Hariindale,  Hatlack, 
Hercer,  Hetealfe,  Miller,  Hitehell  of  Penn.,  HitoheU 
ot  Hd.,  Hoore  of  Ken.,  Hoore  of  Ala.,  Neale,  NeW' 
ton,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Penn.,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Pluiner  of  N.  H.,  Fliuner  of  Peon.,  Ptdnsett,  Ranldn, 
Reynolds,  Base,  Roes,  Sandford,  Seott,  Shatpe, 
Bloane,  Wm.  Bmith,  Speace,  Btandeier,  BterUne,  3. 
Btepheuson,  Stewui,  Storre,  Strong,  Swan,  Test, 
ThompsonofPenD.,  Thompson  of  Ken.,  Tomlinson, 
Trimble,  Ddree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  EensseUer, 
Vinton,  Wsync,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  Wickllffe, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio^ 
Wolfe,  Woods,  Wright— 113. 

NiTS.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Va.,  Bailey, 
Barber  of  Conn.,  F.  P.  Barbonr,  Bartlett,  Basaett, 
Bradley,  Buck,  Bnrleigh,  Cadf,  Campbell  of  S.  C, 
Carey,  Clark,  Cocke,  Connor,  CrotU,  Ciaig,  Col- 

Kper,  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  N.  C,  FlndhiT, 
lete,  of  N.  f .,  Frost,  Oarrison,  Gist,  OoTan,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Harvey,  Herrick,  Hogel>oom,  Hooka, 
Jenkins,  Leflwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  litOe,  Lirei^ 
more.  Lung,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  HcILim,  Haogom, 
Marvin,  HsUon,  Morgan,  O'Brien,  Clin,  Outlaw, 
Richards,  Saunders,  Sbley,  Arthur  Smitli,  Alex- 
ander Smyth,  Spaight,  A.  SteTenaoo,  Stoddard!, 
Tahaferro,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson 
of  Oeo.,  Tncker  of  Va.,  Tooker  of  &  0.,  lystti, 
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WluMle,  WhUmtn,  WHUmiu  of  N.  T.,  Williuni  of 

Tft^  wimaiu  of  N.  C.,  Wikou  of  S.  C,  Wood— 74. 

Bo  tbe  bin  vas  peated  and  aent  to  the  Benate 


CbtMnvation  qfth«  Ovmbirland  Soad. 

The  eDgroaaod  bHI  to  oontiDae  the  Oomber- 
Luid  road  waa  thea  read  a  third  time,  and,  tlie 
qaeetion  b^g  on  itapasaage, 

Hi.  Fonarm,  of  Geo^  axpreaaed  hia  regret 
&at  he  had  not  been  preaent  when  the  jeas 
and  na^B  were  taken  on  paeaiiu  the  bill  to  a 
Hiird  reading,  that  he  might  nave  had  the 
pleaanre  then  of  reoording  hia  vote,  as  he 
ihonld  vote  upon  the  present  qaeetion  in  the 

Jit,  Abohkb,  of  Va^  demanding  the  yeaa  and 
najL  they  vera  taken  aooordinglj ;  add  were 
aafUlows: 

Tub. — HeBBTB.  Adama,  Alexander  of  Turn.,  Alii' 
aom,  Bajliea,  J.  B.  Barbour,  Butle;,  Beeoher,  Blur, 
Birndtey,  Brecl^  Brent,  BnrleiKh,  CalL  Cambreleng, 
Cunpb«ll  of  Ohio,  Cuaed;,  Clu^  Condict,  Cook, 
Crowninahield,  CiubnuD,  Catbbert,  Dnrfee,  EUis, 
Fftrrell?,  Forajth,  Forwird,  Fuller,  GaiUy,  Gurlej, 
Hkjden,  Hempbill,  Henry,  Holcombe,  HoueloD, 
iDgbam,  Imcka,  Jenninga,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
ton,  Kent,  Kramer,  Lairrence,  Lee,  Letcher,  Little, 
liocke,  HcArthur,  HcKean,  HcKse,  UcKim,  Hc- 
lAseof  Del,  KoLbbd  of  Ohio,  Hallar/,  Martindaie, 
Kereer,  Metedfe,  MSOei,  HitcheU  of  Md.,  Uoora  of 
Ken^  Hoore  of  Ala.,  Keale,  Newton,  Oireii,  Pac- 
ttnOB  of  PeniLj  Pattenon  «f  01^  Fhimer  of  K. 
H^  Pcdnaett,  Seed,  BoTHOlda,  Boti,  Sandfbrd, 
Etoane,  SpanM,  Standefer,  J.  Stepheiwui,  Stewart, 
Stwra,  Wrong,  TeM,  Thompaon  of  Ken.,  TomUn- 
aon,  Trimbl^  Udrea,  Vanoe  of  Ohio,  Tinton, 
Warne,  Webater,  Whittlewf,  Wiekliffe,  Jamei 
Vtbon,  Hear;  WHson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woifo, 
TTooda,  Wright— 87. 

Nats. — Ueaira.  Abbot,  Alaiander  of  Ta.,  Allen 
of  Hub.,  Archer,  Baile* ,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Campbell 
of  B.  C,  Carej,  Cocke,  Connerj,  Crafts,  Crajg,  Cnl- 
peper.  Day,  Dwlnell,  Edvardi  of  N.  C,  Foot  of 
boon..  Foots  of  N.  T„  Ftoat,  Garriaon,  Oatlio,  Go- 


bid,  Unnnore,  Long,  LongMow,'HeOoy,  HoDnf- 
ie,  Kuwun,  UBTTln,  Haduk,  lUtson,  Kit^eU  o( 
Pann.,  Olin,  Outlaw,  Plumer  of  Peon.,  BJeharda, 
BatmdsTB,  Bbarpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  SiaUh,  Alexander 
Smyth,  ^laight,  Bterling,  A.  SteTeoson,  Stoddard, 
Swan,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyok,  Thompson  of 
Penn.,  Thompson  of  Geo.,  Tucker  of  Ta.,  Tucker 
of  8.  C,  TVaon,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Wilihuna  of 
N.  T.,  WQUama  of  Ta.,  Wniiama  of  N.  C,  Wilson 
ar&  C,  Wood— 73. 

So  the  bm  waa  passed,  and  sent  to  ihe  Senate 


UoKDiT,  Janaary  24. 
TThited  StaUt  Fmal  Code.  ' 

On  motion  of  3&.  WmsTZB,  of  Hasaaohneetta, 
the  Honaeproceeded  to  theoonridwalio&of  the 
bDl  making  further  proritloaa  (br  the  pnoish- 
iMDt  of  certain  Crimea  oommitted  agunit  the 
United  Statat. 


Mr.  WiOKum,  of  Eentooky,  said,  the  strong- 
est o1:>]oetion  whi^  he  had  to  this  hill  was  one 
which  lie  bad  taken  oooasicin  to  state  on  a  former 


within  the  territories  of  the  several  States.  It 
had  been  aaid  that  snoh  an  extension  wonld 
produce  no  diffloullT,  beoanee,  as  it  is  an  un- 
pleasant daty  to  inflict  pimishmeDts,  the  Stat« 
BOTommtrnts  wodd  be  perfectly  willing  that  the 
General  QoTemmonl  ahonld  tiJce  it  off  of  tbdr 
hands.  Bnt,  nnpleasant  as  it  might  be.  Ur.  W. 
a^d,  if  it  was  necessary  to  pnotah  crime,  the 
State  goremmenta  were  not  rddctant  to  pre- 
scribe the  pimiahmant.  The  period  might  ar- 
riv*  when  the  qnestaon,  aato  uerigbttoprndsh 
offencM  might  become  an  important  qneaUtsi 
between  the  two  Gorenunenla.  Oaaes  migjtt 
ooenr,  in  wbl^  the  State  goTemmenta  wonld 
dium  the  li^t  of  jnmislwtg  td&nces  within 
their  jnriadloticHi.  1^  aud  he,  snob  a  state  of 
things  may  arise,  and  the  exercise  of  this  power 
is  not  nsMMory  to  the  dne  eseoation  of  the  ex- 
preaa  powers  of  the  General  GoTemment,  I  am 
for  leaving  the  paniidiment  of  these  ofi^oea  to 
the  State  goTcrmnenla,  whioh  have  been  hereto- 
fore not  slow  to  pnnish  crimes  oommitted  dther 
npon  persona  or  property  within  their  territo- 
rial limits.  To  his  mind,  Hr.  W.  sud,  the  tall 
presented  a  strange  anomaly.  He  oonid  not 
oonoeive  of  the  eziatenoe  of  a  right  in  two  Gor- 
emmenta to  pnnish  the  tame  Individnal  fiir  the 
gameofibnoe.  Ho  oonld  not  recognize  the  right 
of  concurrent  Juriadiction,  as  it  had  been  termed 
In  debate,  to  inflict  aeparate  and  dia^ot  pnniahr 
ment  for  the  same  imbnce  npon  the  same  indi- 
vidnal. If  the  right  ezieta,  That  will  be  the 
conseqnence  of  its  exercise  ?  Oan  one  soverdgn 
be  deprived  of  his  right  by  the  ezerdee  of  k 
similar  risht  by  anouiorf  Oan  the  eieroiBe 
of  the  right  by  this  Qovemment  deprive  the 
State  govenunents  oftheir  right  in tluB  respect! 
If  there  be  any  right  which  may  be  emphadoal- 
\j  terq^ed  State — any  right  gnarant«ed  to  evei7 
state  in  the  Umoo,  it  is  the  ri|^t  of  pnnishing 
oflbnoea  oommitted  within  its  limlta.  TbKi, 
unices  the  power  of  punishing  these  offences 
were  expressly  granted,  or  indiapensable  to  the 
exercise  of  power  e^recselv  granted,  to  the 
General  Government,  it  would  be  unwise  In  it 
to  ondntake  to  exercise  that  righL 

As  to  the  argument  b;  whioli  the  power  to 
punish  these  waa  incident^  to  tlie  power  to  de- 
fine admiralty  and  maritime  Jarisdiotion,  lb".  W. 
said  he  could  not  salMoribe  to  it  in  its  full  extant : 


was  not  contained  in  any  other,  unless  it  was  an 
Implied  power,  derived  &om  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce.  He  was  not  prepared  to  adimt, 
that)  under  that  otanae  of  the  constitution,  Coq- 
greas  could  provide  for  the  punishment  of  offences 
committed  within  the  twritory  of  the  States. 
7<a,  if  Aej  eonld,  all  offbncea  aninst  private 
proper^  and  perania  would  foU  within  the  cog- 
nisance of  Oongres&    BDt,siipposeitw«re«HH 
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eedsd  that  this  power  aotoallj  doM  rwiilt  from 
the  sdmiralt?  and  msritime  Jtirisdiation  of  the 
Unitod  States  Oonits;  have  m,  uid  be,  an? 
data  b^  which  we  oan  meaeiiTe  Qie  extent  of 
that  joritkliotioo  ?  Can  ve  aay  at  what  point, 
in  increauDg  tiiia  jDris^odon,  die  federal  jodi- 
darf  willstopt  Poee  the  fbderal  oonatitiitioii, 
or  do  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  preaoribe 
taj  limit  to  the  extent  of  that  jnriadiotion  ?  For 
his  part,  he  said,  he  had  in  vain  sonRht  for  a 
Umit  to  it.  It  was  worthy  of  remark,  that,  a 
diort  time  after  the  adoption  of  the  ooiutatnlitHi, 
when  the  GoTemmeat  was  ahont  to  leraalate  ftir 


torial  limits  of  the  Statee.  Iliia  oncht  to  be 
■ome  f^ide  ai  to  the  Jarisdiotion  which  maj  be 
ri^tfollj'  exercised  bj  the  General  GoTemment 
under  Uiat  claase  of  the  oonetittition.  The 
Eoose  was  aaked  to  pnt  within  federal  Jorisdio- 
tion  all  orimes  oommitted  within  maritime  Jn- 
riadiation.  What  ia  the  extent  of  that  jnriBdi&- 
tiOQ  t  In  ciTil  csQBM,  looalitj  or  obaract^r  may 
determine  the  queetion :  in  oritninal  cases,  the 
looalitf  alone,  and  that  is  to  be  regnlatM  hj 
Uie  practice  and  discretion  or  Jndgment  of  Om 
oonrt  It  bad  been  sMd  that  It  extends  wher- 
ever the  Ude  ebtn  and  flows.  Bnt,  Mr.  W.  de- 
manded, where  is  the  law  which  oonflnee  that 
Jnrisdiction  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tidee  t 
Adverting  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty' 
oonrtB  of  Great  Britun,  sa  settled  by  practice, 
or  limited  bj  the  statntee  of  that  ooimtrf,  be 
Bud  that  the  statotorf  definitions,  as  far  as  he 
onderstood,  were  not  applicable,  as  authority, 
fn  the  oonrCs  of  this  oonntry.  He  here  repeat- 
ed, what  he  had  stated  oo  a  former  ocoosloii, 
that  admiralty  jarisdictioQ  had  been  claimed 
and  exercised  m  a  State  of  this  ITnioa  where  the 
ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  is  not  knewo.  Biaoa 
mating  that  statement^  the  other  day  he  bad 
learnt  that  the  same  jorisdictJoo  bad  beei\  exer- 
cised in  other  States— at  Pittsborg,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  the  District  Judge.  Is  it  in  contem- 
plation to  pnnisb  offenoes.  oommitted  npon  the 
Ohio  River,  in  tbe  federal  oonrt  at  Pittshnrgt 
Is  It  intended  that  the  admiralty  J  nrisdiotion  of 
the  oonrts  of  the  United  States  shall  extend  to 
the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Missouri  t 
It  proper,  is  it  neoeasary,  that  a  citizen  should 
be  sent  three,  fonr,  or  five  hnndred  miles,  to  be 
tried  by  a.  federal  oonrt  for  offenoea  oommitted 
within  tbe  jarisdiotion  of  the  State  Rovem- 
menta?  Isit  intended  to  let  the  federaf  courts 
panish  offences  committed  in  waters 
navigable  (br  vessels  carrying  ten  tons  burthen  t 
It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  Ohio  and  Mis^s- 
appi  Rivers  are  capable  of  bearing  vessels  of  ten 
tons  burthen.    If  this  bill  passes,  then  yon 


States,  where  the  State  antborities  are  always 
competent  and  always  willing  te  punish  them. 
Ihere  cannot,  there&n^  be  any  neoesuty  fbr  the 


pasaage  of  this  bilL  Ur.  W.  here  quoted  the 
act  of  Oongreoa  extandlDK  the  jDriadictioD  of  the 
District  Oonrt  of  the  United  States  to  cases  arie- 
ing  on  waters  navigable  1^  veesels  or  boats  of 
ten  tons  bnrtben,  and  asked  whether  it  was  ne- 
oeasa^  to  the  exennse  of  the  speciSo  powers  0l 
this  Qovemment,  that  this  Jurisdiction  should  be 
exeroised  by  the  federal  oawta,  or  given  to 
them,  as  to  ofl'enoee,  some  of  which  were  de- 
scribed In  this  bill.  He  adverted  to  a  celebrated 
decdaon  of  Judge  Btory,  npon  the  principles  as- 
sumed in  whiw,  he  s^d,  no  man  could  tell 
where  admiralty  joriscUction  might  not  be  exer- 
dsed;  and,heaua,  if  he  were  to  Jndge  from  the 
last  opinion  of  the  same  Judge  on  this  sul^ect,  he 
should  infer  that  he  was  prepared  to  act  maa 
the  prinjuple  of  the  Latdo  adage,  the  Enrimh  td 
which  is.  that  it  is  tlie  province  of  a  good  Judge 
to  extNid  his  Jurisdiction.  On  the  sntjeot  of 
maritime  Jurisdiction,   the  jnd^  says— "The 


I  jurisdiction  which  eojTtm^reial  a 
publte  poUey,  and  national  rizhts,  have  oontrib- 
ot«d  te  establish."  Now,  Mr.  W.  said,  what 
might  not,  in  the  discretion,  he  might  aay  legi»- 
lamn  of  that  court,  be  the  meaning  of  eommer- 
dal  convenience,  public  pdiey,  end  national 
ri{^tat  I  have,  said  he,  rather  a  r^ugnanoe  to 
granting  to  that  oonrt  more  Jarisdiotion  than  la 
abeolntaly  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the' 
powers  <tf  the  Genwal  Oovemment  From 
what  we  have  seeai,  if  we  may  jud^  from  that, 
they  will  not  be  reluotaot  to  ezeroise  any  jnris- 
diction which  they  oan  make  oot  a  daim  tOL 
If  these  enactions  are  not  neoessuy — if  the 
States  have  not  refosed  to  punish  these  Crimea 
when  committed  within  their  jurisdiction,  why 
should  we  undertake  to  perform  this  duty  for 
tbemt 

As  relates  to  those  offences  against  life^  liml^ 
or  property,  ooounitted  without  the  limits  of  tbe 
States,  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  willingly  ^  with 
the  gentieman  from  Massachnsetts,  in  l^idaling 
for  Ui^  punishnHut,  provided  some  proportion 
was  preserved  between  the  punishment  and  the 

Ur.  WsBSTXB  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  might  be 
attuned  without  reoommitting  the  biH,  by  mov- 
ing amendments  oalcolated  to  remove  hisobjeo- 
tions  to  it  in  Its  present  form.  Rcconunitnunt 
was  a  practice  resorted  to  only  when  the  whole 
frame  of  a  bill  required  altering,  and  the  entire 
bill  was  to  be  re-cast  As  to  the  third  sacti<ni, 
it  must  be  obvious,  tha^  where  the  jarisdiotion 
of  a  small  place,  contaimng  only  a  few  hundreds 
of  people,  (a  navy  yard  for  instuiee,)  was  oeder' 
to  the  United  8t^»s,  some  provi^on  was  r^ 
quired  for  tbe  ponishment  of  oSenoes;  snd  as^ 
from  the  nae  te  which  the  place  was  to  he  put, 
some  crimes  were  likely  to  be  more  fluently 
oommitted  than  others,  the  committee  had 
thought  it  suffident  to  provide  for  these,  and 
then  to  leave  the  reaidne  to  be  pnniahed  by  tb» 


,  CocH^lc 


BEBATE8  OT  COHOBESS. 


r.lSIS.] 


OmltdBI 


hwsof  tbo  SUte  in  wUohth*  jird,  Ao^  aiigbt 
bflb  He  wM  penti*d«d  tiiot  tbe  people  would 
lut  *i6V  it  u  anj  haidihip,  tlutt  ue  gnat  elan 
of  ndnor  <diUioea  ■tioald  ocmtiiKie  to  be  pimialied 
in  Ui«  BUM  manner  u  tbtf  had  been  before  the 
eemoiL  Thia  proTUon  in  the  third  aection 
(mbra49ed  Um  vhtde  of  a  bill  ml  this  anl^Jeet, 
wMob  paaaed  the  Senate  at  the  last  seaaion. 


MAnolCML  [H.  Mr  R. 

board  Teawb  owned  b^  dtizetM  (^  the  TTnited 
States,  vaa  amended  by  '""H'ng  tbe  following 
words: 

"  Bj  anj  penKKi  belonging  to  the  company  of 
aii  ship,  or  anj  panenger,  on  anj  other  penon 
belon^g  to  the  cotnpanj  of  add  ihlp,  or  any  othw 


i  not  rappoM  it  inomnbeat  cm 
ito  the  debula  of  a  oompl  ' 
oode  of  penal  Uwa  tor  a  few  bnndreds  of 


them  to  enter  Into  the  i 


people  in  the  United  Statea  dook-yarda  and  aiv 
amala.  With  reqwot  to  the  other  olgeotion  <^ 
tbe  gentleman  from  Eentnekv,  reapeetinB  otm- 
fining  dte  operation  of  the  biU  to  tlie  biAh  teaB 
and  plaoea  not  within  the  Jnriadiotion  of  any  of 
tbe  StatfiB,  Hr.  Wnnut  aaid  that  it  was  his 
intention  (thoogb  not  by  any  meana  for  the  rea- 
arau  aaiigned  by  that  gentleman^  bnt  in  reloo- 
tant  acgnieeeonea  with  the  wishee  of  a  htgbly 
teq»eotea  member  of  the  Jndioiarv  Oonunittee) 
to  modify  the  bill  in  the  myin^i-  the  gtotleman 
deiired. 

In  reply  to  wbat  tbe  gentleman  Beemad  to 
apprebeDd  from  extending  tbe  admiralty  jnria- 
diotion of  the  federal  ooorts  to  the  State  of 
Eentnoky,  he  denred  the  gentleman  to  remem- 
ber, that  it  was  only  the  ariminal  Jurisdiction 
which  was  pn^raeed  to  be  exercised.  The  oasea 
to  wbiob  tM  gentleman  had  raftered,  were  all 
imder  ita  dvil Joris^titai,  ajorisdiotion  whioh 
often  attaohea  from  the  snbjeot-matter  of  oon- 
traeta,  and  whioh,  on  that  aooonnt,  is  much  more 
axttfuive  than  the  oriminaL  As  to  tbe  oonteste 
whioh  tbe  gentleman  bad  mentioned,  between 
the  dvil  ana  tiie  oommon  law  ooorte,  none,  so 
lar  aa  hia  knowledge  extended,  had  even  thonght 
rf  contending  tiiat  the  admiralty  Jnrisdiotion  of 
En^and  ext«ided  to  oasea  of  revenn«k 

St.  Vtaaax,  of  Ohio  said,  that  he  oononrred 
with  the  gentleman  from  Uaa^wboaetts,  that 
there  exiated  great  defoota  in  the  orimiud  law 
ta  the  United  States,  and  that  it  was  highly ; 
er  and  neoeasary  that  they  ahoold  be  reme 
yet  he  oonld  not  oonaent,  in  the  attempt  to  rem- 
edy them,  to  ^Te  to  Uie  ooorta  of  the  United 
Statea  a  jnrisdiDtion  whioh  he  did  not  think  was 
girctt  by  tbe  OMUtitation.  The  biU  extended 
that  Jatia^otion  to  nary  yarda  aud  ann<HieB, 
nether  of  wbidh  were  mentioned  in  that  elaoae 
td  tbe  coDstittition  whioh  enomeratea  the  places 
where  the  exdnilve  Joriidiotioti  of  the  United 
States  is  to  be  exeroued.  He  would  confine  the 
langnage  (rf  tbe  bill,  la  this  part  of  it,  to  the 
very  wtods  of  the  constitution,  as  he  was  en- 
tirely opposed  to  giving,  by  any  act  of  legida- 
tion,  a  conatmotion  to  any  part  of  that  instrn- 
menb  The  United  States  can  get  joriidiotion 
only  by  ccaaioii  from  a  partioolar  State.  He 
moved  to  strike  ont  the  worda  "oavy  yard," 
"araonal," 

Tbe  Chair  pronoonced  tbe  motion  not  to  be  is 
order  until  the  whole  bill  had  been  gone  through. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  WxaexBE,  the  fifth  aeotion 
<rf  the  bill,  wbiob  provides  for  the  pnniahment 
at  offoooea  omumtted  in  ai^  foreign  por^  on 


On  motion  of  Mr.  'Wcbstkb,  the  words  "  and 
oat  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  any  partienlar  Stale  " 
were  added  to  those  parts  of  the  bill  whioh  pr^ 
scribe  the  limits  within  which  the  crimee  to  be 
punished  moat  have  been  committed.  Mr.  T. 
nmber  staled,  that  tbe  presmt  law  prorided 

Smishment  a^nst  aeamen  who  "  make  mboU." 
Dt,  aa  this  term  is  unknown  to  both  the  oiTO 
and  tbe  common  law,  and  is  fonnd  only  in  the 
act  of  Gongreee,  to  whioh  he  referred,  a  question 
had  arisen  in  the  oourta  aa  ia  what  aote  consti- 
tated  a  revolt ;  and  in  one  case  it  had  been  da> 
oided,  that,  aa  there  were  preoedente  or  legal 
means  of  OHoertainintF  what  was  the  extent  of 
that  term,  so  much  <a  the  act  as  weeorilteB  the 
punishment  of  a  revolt  ia  void.  To  meet  this 
diffleolty,  be  propceed  the  following : 

[Ssc  B.  {  printtd  bill)  litu  SB,  qfltr  "ptnrii-T 

"  Or  dull  unliwftUly  imprison  or  confine  the 
master  or  commuidei  of  tD«h  ship  or  vessel,  with 
intent  to  deprive  Mm  of  his  lavJU  command,  or  to 
compel  him  to  do  sny  act  or  tiling  coaUary  to  his 
duty,  or  shall  combine  and  conspire  with  an^  olhsr 
person  to  make  «.  mutiny  or  revolt  among  the  crew 
of  such  slilp  or  vessel,  or  to  sdr  up  among  the  crew 
a  general  i£sol>edience  or  resistance  to  any  lawAil 
coomiand  or  authority  of  the  commander  or  offl« 
oers  of  such  ship  or  TeseeL" 

A  proviso  was  added  to  the  end  of  the 
«leventh  section,  (which  provides  the  ponish- 
meat  of  death  for  bnming  or  destroying  a  ves- 
sel of  war  of  the  United  States,)  in  the  words 
following; 

"  FrotiMi,  That  nothing  herein  contained  ehall 
be  eonatmed  to  take  awaj  or  Impdr  tbe  right  rf 
any  court-martial  to  niniah  any  offence  whicii,  by 
the  laws  of  tbe  United  Stales,  may  l>e  punishable  by 

The  following  sections  were  then,  on  motion 
of  Hr.  WxBSTXB,  added  at  the  end  of  tbe  bUL 
In  illustrating  uie  firat  of  them,  that  murder, 
manslaoghter,  and  maiming  were  the  onl^  of- 
feocee  now  pauished  by  the  biU,  no  orovinon 
was  made  for  that  class  of  offenoea  called  felo- 
nious assaulta ;  for  want  of  whlob,  it  had  acta* 
ally  bqipened,  that  a  sailor,  who  ont  the  throat 
of  bis  captain  with  a  razor,  fhim  ear  to  ear, 
oonld  receive  no  punishment  whatever,  beoanae, 
by  a  miracle,  tbe  captain  had  reoovered.  And, 
in  like  manner,  with  respect  to  tbe  second,  that 
there  bad  lately  ooonrred  two  casea,  In  which 
eonapiraoca  to  defraud  tbe  underwriters  by  sink- 
ing the  ships  at  aea,  tud  gone  unpnoished,  al- 
though clearly  proved,  bewnse  the  attempt  did 
notsQcoeed. 


[^f  lite  tad  of  8tc.  it,  of  prinUd  mnmdmrntt.'] 

"  Sic.  32.  And  bt  U/mllttr  Mact4d,  That  if  any 

penon  or  persona  apon  the  high  seaa,  er  in  any 
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trm  of  the  k»,  or  in  anj  riTer,  harbor  or  OTMfc, 
•nd  out  of  the  jniildiotloa  of  any  particular  fitata 
ai  aforeaaid,  oa  board  an;  Teasel  belonging  in  whi^ 
or  in  part  to  the  Uoitsd  Statei,  or  an;  dCiMn  or 
oltizeoa  thereof^  shsll,  with  a  daogeroua  weapon, 
or  with  bitent  to  kill,  rob,  steal,  oi  to  commit  a 
mayhem  or  rape,  or  to  perpetrate  any  other  felony, 
commit  an  auaulC  on  another,  inch  person  shall,  on 
oonvictJoD  thereof,  be  pudshed,  b;  floe,  not  ei- 
seeding  three  thouMnd  dollars,  and  by  ImprLion- 
ment  and  eouflnement  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding 
ihree  years,  Mcording  to  the  aggnkvation  of  tba 


the  United  States,  nilfully  and  corruptly  ODnsjdre, 
combine,  and  confederate  with  any  other  peison  or 
persons,  such  persoo  or  persona  being  either  within 
or  withoat  the  United  States,  to  cast  away,  biun, 
m  otherwise  destroy  any  ship  or  Tcasel,  or  to  pro- 
care  the  aamc  to  be  done,  with  mtent  to  ii^ure  any 
person  that  hath  nnderwritten,  or  shall  thereafler- 
warda  underwrite  any  poUcy  of  insuraiiM  thereon, 
or  on  goods  on  board  thereof;  or  shall,  within  the 
United  Sutes,  build  or  Stout,  or  aid  in  building 
or  fitting  out,  any  ship  or  Teasel,  with  intent  that 
the  Bame  ab&li  be  cast  away,  burnt,  or  destroyed, 
for  the  purpose,  or  with  the  design  Bforesaid ;  every 

Grson  80  oScnding,  shall,  on  conriction  thereof; 
deemed  gidlty  of  felony,  aod  shall  be  pnnished, 
by  fine,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  by 
Inprisonmetit  and  confinement  to  hard  labor  not 
exceeding  ten  jeam." 

■'  Bec.  H.  And  In  it  further  maettd,  That  if  any 
of  the  gold  or  diver  coins  which  shall  be  struck  or 
coined  at  the  Hint  of  the  United  Btatea,  shall  be 
debased  or  made  worse,  u  to  the  proportion  of  floe 
gold  or  floe  sIlTsr  therein  contained,  or  shall  be  of 
HM  weight  or  Tslua  Uian  the  same  ought  to  be, 
pnrsnaQt  to  the  MTeral  acts  relating  thereto  through 
tha  debolt,  or  with  the  oonniTaaoe  of  any  of  the 
officers  or  persons  who  shall  be  employed  at  the 
said  mitit,  for  the  purpose  of  profit  or  gala,  or  oth- 
erwise, with  a  fraadulent  intent ;  and  if  any  of  the 
Mid  officers  shall  embeule  any  of  the  metBls  which 
than  at  any  time  be  committed  to  their  charge  fbr 
the  purpose  of  being  coined,  or  aoy  of  the  coins 
which  shill  be  struck  or  coined  at  the  s^d  mint, 
every  such  officer  or  persoo  who  shall  commit  any 
or  either  of  said  ofiTencea,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
felony,  and  shall  be  sentenced  to  imprieooment  at 
hard  labor  for  a  term  not  less  than  one  year  nor 
more  thao  ten  years,  and  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars." 

"jlfuf  ie  ti  fvrOutr  tnacUd,  That  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provinons  of  thJa 
act  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed." 

Ur.  WioKLiFva  then  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
pDDiahmeQt  of  death  io  the  Isl  toction  of  tb« 
till,  (provided  for  btiniing  any  dwelling-honso, 
store,  bem,  sUbla,  light-hoase,  arsenal,  maga- 
zine, ropewalk,  ware-nooae,  storc-hotua,  blook- 
honae,  barroolc,  ship  or  vessel,  witiin  any  fort, 
dockyard,  navj-jard,  arsenal,  or  masaaoe,  be- 
longing U>  the  United  Statee^  and  Eobstitnto  in 
lien  thereof — 

"  Shall  be  ponished,  by  fine,  not  exceeding  S,OOD 
dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  and  oonflDement  at 
hardlaboT,  not  exceeding  la  yean,  aceordiog  to  the 
^pavatloa  of  the  o^noe." 


As  tUfl  motion  wont  to  a  leading  feature  of 
the  bin,  Vt.  HiOKm  roM  and  asid,  that  ha 
might  aa  wall  take  the  present  opportimitf  ■• 
any  otber,  briefly  to  atate  what  were  his  viewv 
in  idatiixi  to  the  penal  parts  cX  the  UU.  He 
regretted,  u  maut  as  aaj  trf  the  g 


ooold  Aa,  the  necessity  of  oi^ttl  pDoishments, 
and  he  did  not  know  uiat  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say,  tJtat  a  system  might  be  formed  in  which 
it  should  be  dispensed  with  altogether.  Bat 
anoh  was  not  the  present  system  of  our  lawcL 
We  ponish  the  crimes  of  treason,  mnrder,  and 
n^)e,  with  death,  and  so  long  as  thiapaniahment 
was  retained  at  all,  be  oonoeived  that  the  crime 
of  arson  merited  it  as  richly  as  either  of  the 
other  offences.  He  would  state,  in  a  few  words, 
hia  reasons  for  this  opinion.  No  haman  code, 
prooeeding  on  just  principle,  ooold  undertake  to 
administer  any  pan  cS  tnat  moral  retribotion, 
whtbh  belonged  to  the  general  goremment 
of  the  Universe.  The  great  objects  of  hvmiii 
pnnishmwita  is  to  deter,  by  example,  from  the 
oommieaion  of  crimes.  laws  do  no^  or  on^t 
not,  to  proceed  on  ■  vindiotiTe  principle.  Of- 
fenders are  pnnished,  not  to  take  vengeance  oi 
them,  bnt  tbat  others  may  not  offend  in  like 
manner,    Ktma  prvd^Hi  pwtAt  quia  peeeatvM 

eit,teiiu  '         "    ' *    "    '■        ■    * 

iSmMO,  a) 

inqdry,  therefore,  ia,  what  degree  of  poni^- 
ment  ia  proper  for  the  pnrpose  (tf  wevention,  Knd 
to  secure  the  safety  <x  liree  and  property  f  It 
is  ooscntial  to  oondder,  therefore,  in  every  case, 
not  only  whether  the  crime  be  highly  injnriona 
anddangerons  tooommnoi^,  bnt,Blso,  whether 
it  beof  easy,  or(^^ffioaltpe^>etration;  whelh- 


nsoally  open  or  secret;  and  if  secret, 

detection  be  generally  «a^  or  diffionlt. 

Now,  with  respect  to  arson,  or  the  maljdou 


whether  detecllt 


bnming  of  dweliing-honsesj  none  ooold  doubt, 
in  the  flrst  place,  its  enormity,  and  the  danger 
and  deetmotion  which  it  broogfat  on  life  and 

troperty.  To  him  it  appeared  cert^ly  not 
MB  atrooiona  than  ordinary  murder.  It  was 
generally  an  act  of  deliberadon,  and  it  endan- 
gered, not  one  life  only,  bnt  many  Uvea.  In 
the  next  place,  it  was  easy  to  be  committed — 
it  did  not  require  much  preparation,  or  the  A- 
Tor  of  partionlar  or  nnnsaal  circnmBtances,  or 
the  ^d  of  nombers.  Lastly,  it  was  of  difBonh 
detection.  It  is  tuoally  perpetrated  in  dut- 
nesa,  and  the  offender  may  have  gone  &r  tnm 
the  depodted  sparks  before  they  show  them- 
selves in  general  conflagration.  Ezperienoo 
proves,  that  eitensive  Area  often  hi^pen  in 
cities,  under  clrcomstancee  clearly  evincing  the 
agency  of  inoendiariea,  where  there  has  bemi 
no  conviction,  and  no  deteotioo.  The  hope  ei 
escape,  therefore,  in  enoh  oase«  is  great,  and  la 
minos  so  depraved,  as  to  be  willing  to  commit 
the  deed,  it  mnst  evidently  be  controlled  and 
ooDuterbalanced,  by  the  terror  of  some  dreadfbl 
pnnishmenL  if  detection  should  follow.  Btill, 
however,  if  the  Eooee,  on  doe  deliberation, 
should  think  that  the  public  safety  could  be 
sufficiently  seoiued,  he  vonld  diwwely  r^ototh 
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Bat,  for  hinue]^  lie  bad  not  bean  able  to  bring 
hb  mind  to  tiiat  oondosion. 

"Bw  motioit  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Hooae 
■cyoamed  aocordingiy. 

TuwDAT,  JanDfli7  aS. 

Hr.  Boss,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jadi- 
dar7,  reported  a  hill  fixing  the  place  for  hold- 
log  the  Oircuit  and  IHstrict  Oonrtfi  of  the 
United  Stat«a  for  the  Sonthern  Dietriot  of  New 
York;  whioh  was  twice  read,  sad  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Mondsj 
next 

Penal  GodaqftM  United  StaUt. 

The  Honse  then  resumed  the  nnSnished  boM- 
IM«  of  yesterdaj,  being  the  bill  ftirlher  to  pro- 
vide for  the  poDlehment  of  orimea  againat  the 
United  Btates. 

Mr.  Webbtkb  tbeo  propowd  an  amendment 
to  the  first  section  of  ^e  bill,  so  as  to  make  the 
bmning  of  anj  store,  barn,  or  stable,  a  oqiital 
ofienoe,  onlj  when  snoh  store,  bam,  &o^  wae 
parcel  of  a  dwelling-hooBe,  or  manaioa-hoiise ; 
and  to  amend  the  second  section  of  the  biH,  so 
that  the  horning  of  a  light-honse,  areenaL  mag- 
adne,  ropewalk,  warehonse,  store-honse,  blook- 
hoiue,  barrack,  or  any  ahip  or  vemel,  should  be 
pnnifhable  bj  fine  and  imprisonment. 

The  seotimt  respeotdng  aSmo»  against  nnder- 
writara,  was  el^htlf  amended  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "pereon,"  Mm  vorif  "w  body 
poKtio." 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oiu^  of  Indiana,  the 
14th  aeotion  of  the  bill  was  so  amended,  that,  if 
ti)tt«  waa  no  state  prison  ot  pecdtentiaiy,  in 
the  diatriot  wliere  the  offender  is  oonTioted,  it 
aliall  be  lawfbl  for  the  oonrt  to  imprtoon  him  in 
the  neareet  State  ptison  or  penitential?  in  the 
limits  of  an;  other  ^strict.  Tlie  vote  npon 
this  amendment  was — ayes  76,  noes  61. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  the  18th  seotdon, 
wMoh  provides  that  the  trial  of  all  offences 
which  shall  be  committed  on  the  high  seas, 
ahaU  be  in  the  district  wherein  the  offender  is 
^iprehended,  or  into  wliiah  he  ma;  be  first 
brooEht,  was  amended  bj  adding,  after  the 
word  "  high  seas,"  the  words  "  or  withont  the 
limits  of  any  Btate  or  Ksbiot  of  the  United 
ttstes." 

Ifr.  LirmoBTO^  (tf  Lon^  then  moved  to 
afariite  out  from  the  first  section,  (re^>eotdng  the 
burning  of  dwelUng-honse^  Ac,  i^thin  any 
fort,  dod-yard,  Ac,  bdonfpng  to  the  United 
States,)  the  words  "shall  be  deemed  gnilty  of 
Monj,  and  shall,  on  oonTietion  there^  anfilsr 
death,"  and  insert,  ui  lien  thereof  the  words, 
"  ahall  lie  pnnished  bf  fine,  not  exceeding  five 
tbcpnnDd  doUara,  and  bj  imprisonment  at  hard 
labor  for  a  term  not  exoeeding  IC  years." 

In  BQpitort  (rf  this  amendment  Mr.  Limo- 
wrox  went  into  an  extended  and  eloquent  ar- 
gument— the  heads  of  which  alone  we  present, 
m  a  very  succinct  form. 

He  commenced  by  a  deeervad  oompHment  to 
Hm  leamad  Ohainnan  of  the  Jndidary  Oom- 


mittee, for  bringing  forward  the  preaent  bill, 
since,  in  the  prevtons  state  of  the  cnminal  jnri»> 
prndence  of  the  United  Slates,  there  were  many 
different  places  in  which  almost  all  crimes  migU 
bo  oommitted  with  abeolnte  impunity.  Some 
learned  jnrists,  he  knew,  contended  that  the 
common  law  was  in  full  rigor  there  as  else- 
where. But,  if  so,  it  introdaoed  a  dreadful  list 
of  capital  ounces,  and  soch  a  one  as  he  hoped 
never  to  see  reoognized  in  this  country. 

The  qaeetioD  now  to  be  settled,  he  said,  was 
one  of  grave  and  deep  concern,  namely,  whether 
human  life  should  be  taken  away  as  a  pnnisb- 
ment  for  the  deetrnotion  of  mere  property ;  for 
soch,  in  its  present  form,  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  provision*  of  the  bill.  He  avowed  it,  ai 
hia  solemn  conviction,  tbat  it  was  not  proper  to 
take  away  human  life  as  a  pnnialimeiit  for  any 
crime  whatever.  He  had  long  and  deeply 
reflected  on  this  saljjeot,  and  the  resolt  of  his 
refleotioo  he  would  now  state,  Ist.  That  society 
have  the  ri^t  to  take  human  life  when  such  an 
act  becomes  indi^nsably  necessary  for  its  se- 
curity, hut  in  no  other  case.  Before  adjudging 
capital  pnniahment,  it  was  therefore  proper  to 
inquire,  first,  whether  the  evil  to  be  remedied 
iasuffioientlygreattowarrautit;  and, secondly, 
whether  deatti  be  the  most  eSectcal  remedy. 
As  to  the  crime  of  arson,  he  acknowledged  it  to 
be  of  suoh  a  magnitode  that,  if  nothing  short  OT 
the  punishment  of  desth  would  put  a  stop  to  it, 
even  death  must  be  inflicted.  But,  he  asked, 
mi^t  it  not  be  prevented  by  a  milder  pnnish- 
mentt  Had  the  experiment  been  tried  I  If  so^ 
had  it  proved  ineffeotoalt  Then,  indeed,  death 
mnst  be  resorted  to.  Bnt^  if  not,  the  Honae 
was  bound,  in  oonamenoe,  to  make  the  trial. 

He  then  inquired  whether  death  was  a  better 
remedy  than  the  infliction  of  penaltjea  leas  ae- 
vere.  He  referred  to  the  gradual  prt^rea 
whidi  bad  been  made  by  all  the  States  in  the 
Union,  in  soltetiiDg  the  features  of  their  penal 
oode.  The  long  black  list  of  160  caintal  oSencea 
had,  by  degrera,  been  reduced  in  some  oaeee  to 
fiaur  or  five.  Me  lamented  that,  while  thia  waa 
the  case,  under' the  State  goveminenta,  the 
Oode  of  the  United  States  stdll  retuned  aa 
many  as  twenty  different  offences,  pnnishable 
by  death.  He  traced  the  progress  of  a  umilar 
mitigation  in  the  laws  of  European  Govern- 
ment^ and  partdcnlarly  those  of  En^aud,  and 
he  expressed  a  hope  that  it  might  be  oontmned 
until  this  coimtry  should  merit  the  high  enlt^ 
lun  bestowed  npon  the  Boman  Republic,  that, 
at  all  nations,  it  had  the  mildest  pnnisEments. 
He  referred  to  the  donbt«  expremed  by  many 
great  and  wise  men  adverse  to  the  right  of  tak- 
ing human  life  at  all,  and  then,  conndering  the 
subject  on  grounds  of  poUoy  merely,  he  pro* 
oeeded  to  examine  and  to  contrast  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  attending  the  infliotioa 
of  capital  pnnishmentB.  The  general  object  of 
pnniahment  was  to  prevent  crimes ;  first,  that 
of  the  criminal  himself  and  secondly,  that  ot 
others.  Death  effectually  seoared  the  first 
poinL     The  criminal  oxtail;  exeonted,  oonld 
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not  repeat  his  offence.  It  also,  in  Home  degree, 
■ecared  the  second  object  b;  preeeoting  to 
others  a  strikiog  example,  oalenlated  to  temfy 
the  una^ation  and  deter  from  orimes.  The 
tliird  and  odI;  additional  advantage  attending 
it  was,  that  it  was  not  so  expendve  as  fmprimif 
ment     The  disadvantagee  were^  in  tbs  first 

C~  KX,  that,  in  \&j  man^  inatanoea,  it  prodaoed 
pnnitj.  Such  was  the  relnotanoe  of  witnese- 
ee,  judges,  and  Jorora,  to  oonviot  when  oonvic- 
tioa  was  to  be  followed  b;  the  death  of  the 
Occnsed,  that  he  was  too  often  permitted  to 
cecape ;  or,  even  if  the  evidence  waa  snab  as  to 
oompel  his  oouviotion,  a  pardon  interposed  to 
prevent  his  punishment  On  this  head,  Ur.  Jj. 
remarked  npon  the  mnltiplioadtai  of  murders, 
and  the  oomparatJTe  rareneas  of  exeontions, 
and  insisted  that,  if  the  punishment  were  light- 
er, ponishment  wonld  De  more  oert^n.  He 
^plied  this  remark  to  the  crime  in  qaeetion, 
and  he  referred  to  a  statement  of  the  late  la- 
mented Mr.  Bradford,  made  in  tlie  fear  1T9G, 
showing  that,  althongh  the  bomi^  of  a  dwell- 
ing-house was  made  a  os^ital  ofranoe  b;  the 
laws  of  Fennsjlvaiiia,  and  the  homing  of  other 
bnildings  was  not  so,  ;et,  of  all  the  bnildiogH 
which  had  been  deatroyed  bj  incendiariea,  unoe 
the  introdnotion  of  that  distinction,  by  &r  the 
greater  part  were  dweiling-honseo.  The  second 
aisadvantase  was  the  efieot  of  the  exhibition 
on  the  public  mind,  U  frequently  exhibited, 
It  had  one  of  two  effects,  eitlier  to  give  a  t^fo- 
doQs  character  to  our  population  in  cherishing 
and  strengthening  those  feelings  which,  in  Borne, 
led  to  the  exhibition  of  gladiators,  and  in  some 
Bomish  ooantriee,  of  the  Auto  da  Fe,  or  else  it 
prodoced  a  total  indifference.  If  rarely  exhibit- 
ed,  the  snfferer  was  by  Gympatbj  converted  Into 
a  hero,  his  crime  was  forgotten,  though  of  the 
deepest  die.  The  clergy,  indooed  by  the  best 
of  feelings,  gathered  around  hltn.  The  criminal 
was,  or  affeoted  to  be,  impressed  by  the  troths 
of  religion,  and  he  then  became  a  saint — aU 
eyes  were  fastened  npon  Mm — all  hearts  rejoic- 
ed in  the  triumphs  of  piety  over  the  most  ob- 
durate heart:  even  the  aofter  ae^  forgetting 
thdr  native  horror  of  crime,  flocked  around 
him,  administering  every  comfort;  and  the 
feion  went  forth  to  the  place  of  execution,  as  to 
a  trinmph,  followed  by  an  escort  that  wonld 
not  disgraoe  the  moat  distingnished  cittien. 
He  asked  whether  snch  puoiMiment  ooold  be 
expected  to  produce  the  deraredefibctt  Instead 
of  rendering  tlie  criminal  deteated,  and  his 
taritaa  avoided,  his  crime  was  softened  or  for- 
gotten, and  he  admired  as  a  Ohristian  hero. 

Ur.  L.  here  read  several  extracts  from  an 
examination  gone  into  before  the  British  House 
at  Oinnmons,  with  exprees  relation  to  this  enb- 
Jeot^  and  which  concurred  to  prove  that  the 
punishment  of  death  was,  in  Ena^d,  attend- 
ed by  no  beneficial  impresdon  wnatever.  Un- 
der tie  sanguinary  code  of  that  country,  crimes. 


England  dnoe  Uie  time  of  Kliaabeth,  when  there 


were  sometiraea  as  many  as  two  tlionsand 
execntions  in  a  sin^e  year ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  contended  that,  in  proportion  as  the  criminal 
code  in  this  ooontry  bad  relaxed  in  rigor,  Crimea 
had  been  diminished ;  while,  at  the  same  tim^ 
murder,  almost  the  only  one  excepted  from  the 
mitigation,  waa  never  more  frequent  in  the 
United  Btatea  than  at  the  pr««ent  time.  Ha 
tdlt  persuaded  that  solitary  Mmfinement,  if  prc^ 
erly  oondnoted,  would  have  a  mnch  more  pene- 
floial  effect  than  the  fnfliotion  (^  death.  Let 
the  dark  oell  of  the  oriminal  be  marked  by  the 
inscription — "  WTmeetr  mt«n  h^n,  Isnw*  hep* 
behifid;"  or  with  tins  — "Beheld  tie  doom  wktek 
auaiu  on»  humaa  Mn;  /<""  t^  nmrder  ^  a»- 
otAer." 

Another  objection  to  the  pnidahment  of 
death  was  the  nnequal  effect  produced  upon  the 
convict  himself.  It  was  a  punishment  very  dif- 
ferent in  its  intenrity,  as  inflicted  on  different 
persons.  One  condemned  wretch  received  it 
as  a  bleaing ;  another  met  it  with  perfect  indif- 
ference ;  while  another  was  perfectly  ezcrad- 
ated  1)7  the  sentence;  and,  thou^  held  to  bo 
the  most  eqnal  of  all  pnnjshments,  it  was,  ia 
truth,  the  most  nnequaL 

There  existed  another  disadvantage:  thia 
punishmentonoeinfiioted,  was  irrevocable;  and, 
ifinflictedwrongfnlly,admittedof noredresa.  A 
mistake  might  be  discovered,  hut  the  snfferer 
was  gone ;  the  Justice  of  sodetv  could  not  reach 
him.  Mr.  Jj.  here  dwelt  npon  the  uncertainty  of 
circnmstantial  evidence,  the  dangerous  effect  cJ 
public  exutement,  and  quoted  inatanoee  in  which 
ihe  offender,  after  beingexoonted,  was  found  to 
have  been  innooent.  He  taiforred  the  proba- 
bility of  many  other  similar  oaaea,  which  were 
not  discovered,  becanse  tiiere  were  few  who 
took  any  interest  in  the  inveetJgation.  PnbHo 
Justice  was  satisfied,  and  all  farther  inquiriea 
uept  with  the  couviot  in  bis  grave.  Bod  he 
been  punished  by  imprisonment,  the  discovery 
of  his  innocence  would  have  restored  him  to 
liberty,  and  himself  and  hie  Cuniij  to  their 
former  standing.  The  power  of  the  State  mi^t 
penetrate  tbe  dungeon ;  It  could  not  penetrate 
the  grave — it  could  not'silenoe  the  oporudiwa 
of  consoienoe,  or  stop  the  widow's  teats.  Lt 
reply  to  the  argument  that  death  had  always 
been  awarded  aa  the  punishment  of  murder,  ho 
answered,  first,  that  the  precedent  waa  not 
binding;  and,  in  the  eeoond  place,  denied  ita 
aniverHality-  During  a  great  part  of  the  Ro- 
man Bepublio,  death  waa  not  inflicted  as  a  pnn- 
iahmeotforanyofl^noe.  There  was  no  evidenoe, 
fh»n  history,  that  crimee  were  then  unusually 
numerous.  But,  when  capital  punishments  wero 
afterwards  revived,  under  the  Emperors,  eveiy- 
Ixtdy  knew  that  cnmea  were  multiplied  beyond 
all  example.  He  would  not  aay,  however,  tbot 
the  effect  had  the  punishment  of  death  for  its 
oanae.  He  insisted  mnch  npon  the  experimoit 
made  by  Leopold,  Bnke  of  Tuscany,  under 
whose  authority  capital  punishments  had  beat 
abolished  in  that  Dnohy  fbr  twenty  years,  dnr- 
ing  which  time  orimaa  wen  eomparatiTdy  rare^ 
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Bid  the  prtaooa,  at  some  periodic  ware  UUrallr 
«mpt7 ;  yet,  at  no  greater  distanoe  thui  Borne, 
thcife  oocmred  aizt;  ezeontions  in  a  period  of 
012  moDths. 

Ur.  DwisHT,  of  MflBSBohasette,  ezpreseedibe 
reloctftooe  with  which  he  said  any  thing  In 
opposition  to  a  speeoh  whioh  had  done  so  maoh 
oradit  both  to  the  head  and  the  heart  of  the 
geaUeman  lh>in  Lonisiana,  but  he  conid  not 
peroeive,  althongh  the  gentleman  had  spoken 
much  and  eloquently  against  the  infliction  of 
death  aa  a  pnnishment  for  orime,  how  his  gen- 
eral reaaonmg  had  any  spedal  application  to  the 
present  bilL  It  might  be  good  reasoning  against 
capital  pnniahnieDt  in  general,  bnt  while  snob 
pimishmente  were  retained  in  onr  code,  he 
eonld  not  see  why  the  horrible  orime  of  arson 
should  be  exempted  from  it  By  the  act  of 
16S0,  robbery  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and, 
by  tlie  act  of  1804,  the  bummg  of  a  veasel  on 
the  high  seas,  were  both  panished  with  death. 
So  was  forgery  of  government  seonrities  or  of 
the  cnrreot  coin,  and,  while  these  offences  are 
capitally  poiushed,  on  what  imaginable  gronnd 
ehonld  a  felon  be  spared  who  seta  fire  to  a 
dwelling-honse  in  the  dead  of  night  t  He  did 
not  expreeaty  assert  that  death  was,  in  any  ease, 
indispensable  as  a  pnnishment;  bat,  if  there 
was  any  thing  which  warranted  the  taking 
aw^  the  life  oC  the  offender,  it  was  a  crime 
which  pnt  in  jeopardy  the  lives  of  so  many  of 
his  feUow-creatnrea.  He  did  not  think  It  was 
jnst  to  accuse  the  ITnited  States  Laws  of  bdng 
K  much  more  severe  than  those  of  the  in^vid- 
nal  States.  The  reason  why  the  former  con- 
tained »  longer  list  of  crimes  was  to  be  fonnd 
in  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  United  States 
Jurisdiction ;  many  of  the  orimea,  capitally  pnn- 
fiihed,  being  such  as  oonld  only  be  oommitted 
against  the  United  States.  Ihe  laws  of  this 
oonntry  already  deaerved  the  encominm  of 
which  the  gentleman  had  spoken,  as  beiug 
milder  In  punishment  than  those  of  any  other 
nation.  Ihe  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  sappos- 
Isg  that  the  list  of  capital  crimes  in  EngUnd 
had  been  so  &r  redaoed ;  one  hundred  and  sixty 
offences  were  still  punished  with  death  by  the 
&ig1ish  law.  Nor  were  there  as  many  pardons 
as  among  us.  He  conddered  the  arguDient  of 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  as  applicable 
raUter  to  the  manner  in  which  capital  pnnish- 
ments  are  oondnoted,  than  to  the  punishment 
iteel£  As  to  the  difflcolty  of  oonvioting,  of 
which  the  gentleman  had  spoken,  be  ^d  not 
know  that  it  was  any  greater  in  resp«ot  to  arson, 
than  to  the  other  onmee  now  capitally  punished. 
Nor  was  the  crime  so  mnoh  more  difficult  to  be 
proved.  The  gentleman  had  aud,  that  the  pnn- 
Uunent  of  death,  once  inflicted,  was  irremedi- 
i^le.  Bnt  this  was  no  more  than  might  be  sud 
of  all  punishments.  The  act  of  pnnishment 
oonld  not  be  recalled — and  the  coneeqaenoes 
were  oileu  snoh  as  could  not  be  changed.  He 
had  quoted  Uie  examinations  which  t^k  plaoe 
by  order  of  the  Hooee  of  Oommons,  &om  which 
tt  ^^peared  that  the  oonvieCs  often  exhibited  the 


most  bmtal  insensibility.  He  thonght,  tot 
his  own  part,  that  the  lives  of  snoh  men  were 
not  worth  preserving  to  the  State.  What  hope 
was  there  of  men  who  could  engage  in  playing 
bowls  when  they  knew  that  they  were  just 
about  to  be  executed!  With  respect  to  the 
instanoe  he  had  quoted  as  having  happened  at 
Sew  Orleans,  where  nx  pirates  had  been  con- 
demned on  the  testimony  of  a  peijnred  witness 
he  thought  that  the  proper  doctrine  to  lie 
raised  f^om  the  case,  was  not  that  piracy  should 
not  be  punished  with  death,  bnt  that  peijury 
shonld  bcL    The  case  must  certainly  have  been  - 

strong  indeed  if  the  eloquence  of  that  gentle-  • 

man  had  foiled  to  save  the  innocent.  Ha 
should  have  thought  it  sufficient  to  peisuade 
any  tribunal  to  space  even  the  most  gniltr. 

Mr.  LrvERHOEE,  of  New  Hampshire,  laid  it 
down  as  annivaieal  rule,  that  punishment  should 
never  be  inflieted,  when  It  oonld  as  safely  be 
avoided;  and  when  it  was  inflicted,  should 
never  be  greater  than  was  indispensably  neoea- 
sory.  Bnt  when  we  bad  gone  thoa  fax,  Mr.  L. 
obeerved,  we  were  met  by  the  grand  and  fanda> 
mental  principle,  that  society  poaseasea  the  right 
to  defend  itself.  Withoutthis  principle,alllaws 
were  bnt  in  vain,  and  there  oould  be  no  snoh 
thing  as  social  existence  in  such  a  world  as  tbio. 
In  exercising  thia  right,  enough  of  severity 
most  be  employed  to  effect  the  end,  viz:  the 
common  safety.  He  had  been  sorry  to  hear 
from  the  sentlemaa  from  Lomaiano,  argnmenta 
wiilch  addressed  themselves  rather  to  the  feel- 
ing thou  to  the  understanding — arguments,  aQ 
of  which  seemed  to  be  in  favor  of  the  culprit, 
rather  than  of  those  who  suffered  by  him. 
Otight  not  the  gentleman  to  look  at  the  other 
aide  of  the  picture!  Ought  he  not  to  think 
of  whole  famihee,  leaping  in  the  dead  of  night 
ftom  amidst  the  flames  of  their  own  dwallingt 
Ought  he  not  to  have  fhvored  the  House  with 
this  picture,  as  well  as  with  those  which  hft 
had  described  so  eloqnently  t  Ought  he  not  to 
direct  his  compasdou  to  these  innocent  sufferers 
as  much  as  to  the  culprit  t  The  gentleman  had 
signed  against  the  settled  opinion  of  the  whole 
world.  It  was  needless  to  answer  him,  sinoe  ho 
was  already  met  by  the  arguments  of  all  writer^ 
and  the  experience  of  all  iMislatois. 

Mr.  Wbbstbb,  (^  Massachusetts,  said  he  had 
been  instructed  and  gratified  by  the  Observations 
of  the  gentleman  frcmi  Louisiana ;  bnt  he  put  it 
to  the  candor  of  that  gentleman  to  say,  whethw 
it  was  expedient  to  go  at  large  into  the  disoassion 
of  a  general  principle,  and  then  confine  ita  ap- 
plication to  one  case.  The  priuciple  was  one 
on  which  there  would  be  great  diversity  of  opin- 
ion ;  which,  if  adopted,  must  alter  many  law^ 
and  which  oould  as  well,  and  better,  be  discuss 
ed  on  a  general  bill,  providing  that  where  deatji 
is  now  prescribed,  some  otber  punishment  shonld 
be  snbstitated  in  its  plaoe,  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent  degrees  of  criminality  involved. 

If  the  general  question  must  now  be  gone  into 
at  large,  the  measure  itself  must  fiul,  and  a  bill 
so  much  needed  wonld  have  to  be  postpcmed  lo 


rE.] 


ABBIDOHXHT  OF  TBI 

Smtnjbr  PrrtHmtinl  Ebctiim. 


[■>" 


•Dotber  Ksrion.  He  shonld,  therefore,  abetun 
altogether  tram  tha  general  u^gunent,  and  he 
boped  that  the  Hooae  woold  paM  the  bill,  t ' 
ilfl  proviaioDB  did  not  go  fnraier,  if  lo  & 
lawB  already  in  force. 

Ur.  Ebzmkb,  of  FemujlTania,  obeeired,  that 
DOtbing  bat  a  Bb«Dg  seiiM  of  ioiy  would  iodnce 
hio),  at  thie  late  boor,  to  troable  the  House.  He 
thought  that  in  a  qnestion  of  thi«  kind,  all  feel- 
ing oDglit  to  be  avoided,  and  be  wished  tbatthe 
gentloDUD  from  Lonlsana  bad  not  addreeeed  the 
Boose  in  to  eloquent  k  manner  in  behalf  <rf  the 
oriminal  Bcffering  deatli.  Ab  to  tbe  question  of 
policy  there  could  be  no  donbt  Tbe  ease  was 
perfectly  clear.  The  experience  of  every  oonntij 
and  every  age  liad  declared  it,  and  ahonld  we 
Dot  profit  by  that  eiperienoe  t  The  gentJeman 
^imaaif  uyB  that  tlure  wBB  s  time  when  tbe 
tt^iital  pniuBbmenta  in  other  oonnliiee  were  as 
fyw  as  they  now  are  in  onr  own.  Why  then 
have  they  been  inareaaedt  Becaote  they  hare 
beeo  fonnd  unavoidable.  As  to  the  right  of  Bo- 
Oiety,it  is  most  clear.  Tbe  indlvidnal  makes 
war  Bgl^nst  the  conunniiity,  and  tbe  ooontry 
treats  him  as  tbey  woold  treat  any  other  enemy. 

As  to  the  otfjeotioa  from  persons  sometimes 
Boffering  innocently,  it  might  as  well  he  said  that 
von  mnst  not  have  a  noor  to  ahave  yonr  bewd, 
beoaoae,  fbrsootb,  yon  might  by  ohanoe  ent  your 
throat.  What  doea  the  penHentiary  ^vtem 
after  all  amoont  to  t  £zperieDce  had  demoa- 
■tratod  that  it  prodnoed  a  eohool  for  ortme. 

Pndigates  were  ooUaoted  fmn  ftvery  comer 
of  the  ooontry,  and  Ant  np  in  one  Jail,  and  thus 
oame  out  greater  villains  than  they  went  in — 
tbey  eoaroeiy  got  home,  before  they  oommitted 
new  crimes.  He  qnoted  tbe  inataaoe  of  a  man 
in  Pemuylvania  who  had  been  pardoned  ont  of 
the  State  Prison,  who  exhibited  bis  pardon  in 
trimnpb  all  along  tbe  road,  and,  before  he  reeoh' 
ad  hia  home,  committed  the  same  crime  for 
which  he  was  pot  in.  He  believed  the  system 
to  be  founded  in  a  mistaken  feeling  of  homanity 
towards  tlie  wrong-doer.  The  gentleman  ftW 
Lotdsiana  has,  indeed,  told  n«  that  as  the  thing 
ia  oondooted  ut  this  oonntry,  hangmg  is  quite  a 
frolic,  and  that  the  oriminal  goes  off  like  a  saint. 
This  surely  was  a  strong  argnment  for  multiply- 
ing oapit^  punishmentfli  beouse  we  have  not 
too  Toany  Bsints. 

The  qnestion  was  them  taken  on  the  omend- 
m«it,  and  lost;  and  after  a  little fhrthernmver- 
Htion  between  tbe  Ohairmsn  of  tiio  Jodioiary 
Committee  and  the  gentleman  from  Lonisfana, 

The  House  a*]jonmed. 


WsDHHDAT,  Janoary  S4. 
StUei/or  I'raidential  Bltetio*  m  tie  Sovm  <if 
BepraientatiBU. 
Mi.  Wright,  from  tbe  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed  to  prepare  mleg  to  be  observed  in  oaas 
she  election  of  Present  and  Vice  Prendent 
■hall  devolve  on  this  House,  made  the  fidlow- 
lug  report: 
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The  Committee  app<Hnted  "to  prepara  and  report 
BQch  rules  as,  Id  their  oiunion,  ma;  t>e  proper  to 
be  obserred  bf  this  House,  in  Uw  chtuce  of  tba 
Preaident  of  tbe  UiiiKd  6l*te>,  whose  tenn  of 
serrice  ia  (o  commence  on  the  fourth  day  of 
Uarch  next,  if|  on  counting  the  Totea  given  in 
the  several  Stales,  in  the  manner  jn^scribed  in 
the  CoDstitotloa  of  the  United  States,  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  no  person  hu  received  a  mqoiity  of 
the  votes  of  ail  the  Electors  of  Fresident  and 
Tice  President,  appointed  in  the  Bsveral  States," 

ThM  the  following  Rale*  be  observed  by  the 
House  in  the  ohidee  of  a  Preaident  of  the  United 
States,  wbeee  tenn  is  to  commenoe  on  the  fourth 
day  of  Marrii.  IB2S,  if  the  oboiee  shall  eoBstitotioif 
ally  devolve  apon  the  House : 

Ist  In  the  erantofila  appealing,  on  opening  all 
tbe  certiflcaUs  and  countii^  the  votes  given  by  tbe 
Electors  of  tbe  severalStatesfor  Prendent,  that  no 
person  bas  a  m^ority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole 
numlMr  of  Electors  received,  and  the  result  shaU 
have  been  declared,  the  same  shall  be  entered  mi 
the  Joumala  of  this  Honse. 

Sd.  The  roU  of  the  Honse  ahall  then  be  called, 
and  on  its  appearing  that  a  member  or  members 
from  two-tliirds  of  the  States  are  prrssnt,  the  Hooaa 
shall  immediately  proceed,  by  ballot,  to  ebooee  a 
President  from  the  persons  having  tbe  hlriieat  nnm- 
ben,  net  eioeeding  three,  on  tbe  list  of  those  voted 
tar  as  Pra^dent;  and  in  ease  ndtber  of  those  pw- 
s<»iB  shall  reodve  the  votes  ef  a  m^ority  of  all  the 
Sutes  on  the  first  ballot,  the  House  diaU  cootinne 
to  ballot  for  a  President,  without  interruption  by 
other  buuneas,  nntil  a  Preddent  be  chosen. 

8d.  The  doors  of  the  Hall  shall  be  closed  daring 
tbe  bidlotJng,  except  ag^st  Uembers  of  the  Sen* 
ate,  and  the  Officers  (S  the  House ;  and  the  gal- 
ieriea  shall  be  cleared  on  the  request  of  the  JMegv 
tion  of  any  one  State. 

4th.  Prom  the  commencement  of  the  balloting 
nnm  an  election  is  made,  no  propootion  to  a4ioani 
shall  be  received,  onless  on  the  motion  of  on* 
State,  seconded  by  another  State ;  and  the  question 
sb^  be  decided  by  States.  The  same  rule  ahall  be 
observed  in  regard  to  an;  motion  to  change  the 
oaual  hour  for  the  meeting  of  the  House. 

0th.  In  balloting,  the  fdlowing  mode  ahall  be  ob- 
served, to  wit ; 

The  Bepresentatjves  of  each  State  shall  be  ar- 
ranged and  seated  together,  beginning  with  the 
seats  at  the  ri^t  hand  of  tbe  Speaker^  chair, 
vrith  the  members  of  the  State  of  Maine,  tbraioa 

Eroeee^g  with  the  members  fW>m  the  States 
1  the  order  the  StslM  are  uanallyiiamed  for 
recdving  petitions,  aroond  tbe  H^  of  tb» 
House,  nntil  all  are  seated ; 

A  baltot-boi  shall  be  provided  for  each  State ; 

The  BepresenMtives  of  each  State  shall,  in  the 
first  instance,  ballot  among  themselves,  in  or* 
der  to  ascertain  the  vote  of  their  State,  and 
they  may.  If  necessaiy,  appoint  telleia  of  their 
ballots; 

After  the  vote  of  each  Slate  is  asoert^ned,  dupli- 
cates thereof  shall  be  made  ont,  and,  in  case 
any  one  of  the  persons  from  whom  the  choice 
is  to  be  made,  diall  tective  a  majoritv  of  the 
votes  given,  on  anv  one  balloting,  by  Uie  Bep- 
resentatlvea  of  a  State,  the  mmu  of  titat  pe» 
son  shall  be  written  on  each  of  tbe  dnpBcatesf 
Mid,  in  ease  tbe  votes  BO  gtvn  d«ll  be  dMds^ 
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to  tlut  nether  of  Hid  paiMU  ihill  hftre  % ' 
msjoritj  of  tha  irhole  number  of  rotes,  given  : 
bj  mch  StkCe  on  uif  one  balloting,  tlien  the 
word  "<{in(M"stuJib«  written  on  eachdupU- 

After  the  delegation  from  each  State  shall  hare 
SMeitaJned  th«  vote  of  their  State,  the  Clerk 
■hall  name  the  Sutee  in  the  order  the^  are  oeq- 
aU;  named  for  recelTing  petitions ;  and,  ai  the 
name  of  eaoh  State  ia  called,  the  Sergeaut^t- 
Arma  ahall  present  to  the  delegation  of  each, 
two  baUot-boxea,  in  «aeh  of  wUoh  Bhall  be  de- 
podted,  by  aome  repreMntallie  of  the  State, 
ana  of  the  dnplicataa  made  aa  aforesaid,  of  the 
Tote  of  wdd  Ettate,  in  the  presence,  and  au^'eot 
t«  the  siamtnaUop,  of  all  the  members  from 
Hid  State  then  preaent;  and,  where  there  la 
~  &om  a  State, 

le  depodted  by 
the  same  person; 

Vben  the  Totea  of  the  SUtes  are  thns  all  taken 
In,  the  Sergeant'et-ArmB  shall  carry  one  of  the 
■aid  baOot-boiea  to  one  table,  and  the  other  to 
a  eepanle  and  distinct  table; 

On*  penon  from  each  State,  repreieDted  iu  the 
baUoting,  shall  be  a^^iointed  by  iti  Heprssent- 
■tires  to  teH  off  said  ballots,  bnt  In  case  the 
BepreseDtattTea  &il  to  appohit  &  teller,  the 
Weaker  shall  ai^ioint ; 

That  said  t«llen  shall  diride  themselTss  into  two 
sets  as  nearly  eqnal  tn  nnmber  as  can  be,  and 
one  of  the  add  sets  of  tellera  shall  proceed  to 
connt  the  votes  in  one  of  said  boxes,  and  the 
other  Bet  the  votes  in  the  other  ; 

■ffhen  the  votes  are  connted  bv  the  diflfereot 
■eta  of  tellers,  the  result  shall  be  reported  to 
the  House,  and  if  the  reports  agree,  the  same 
shall  be  accepted  as  the  tme  votes  of  the 
States;  bnt  if  the  raporta  disagree,  the  States 
■hall  proceed,  In  the  same  manner  as  before, 
to  a  new  ballot. 

Uh.   All  qneatiODS  arising  after  the  balloting 


of  States,  the  question  sludl  be  lost 

Ith.  When  dther  of  the  persons  from  whom  the 
dicric«  is  to  be  made,  shall  have  received  a  m^orit; 
ofah  the  Slates,  the  Speaker  shall  declare  the  same, 
and  that  that  person  is  dected  President  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

'  8tb-  The  result  iball  be  immedbrtely  oonmnui- 
eated  to  the  Senate  by  message ;  and  a  oommltlee 
of  three  persons  shall  be  ai^<dnted  to  inform  the 
President  of  the  United  Stetes,  and  the  Fresldont 
sleet,  (tf  s^d  elsctioD. 

Tlie  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
the  table. 

TmTBSDi.T,  January  S7. 

PrttcrtaUon  tflndianx. 

The  foUoving  Hossage  was  revived  tmm  the 

pMemnrr  of  thx  UmrxD  S/iaata ;  vhioh  was 

read: 

3b  Of  HoneifSgfmeidtaKfo/tJia  UmtadSUUt: 

Being  deeply  impressed  with  the  ofdnioo,  that 

the  lemoTal  of  the  Indian  tribes  from  the  lands 
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which  they  now  oconpy  within  the  limits  of  th« 
several  States  and  Territories,  to  the  eoimtry  lying 
westward  and  northward  thereof,  wlihin  ous  ac- 
knowledged boandaries,  is  of  very  high  importance 
to  our  Union,  and  may  be  accomplished  on  condi- 
tions and  in  a  maimer  to  promote  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  those  tribes,  the  attention  of  the  Gdv> 
emment  has  been  long  dnwn,  with  great  loUcitnde, 
to  the  object  For  the  removal  of  the  tribes  with- 
in the  liinits  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  motive 
has  been  peculiarlj  strong,  ansiDK  from  the  com- 
pact «ilh  that  State,  whereby  the  United  States  are 
booiid  U>  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands 
within  ft,  whenever  it  may  be  done  peaceabl)'  and 
on  reasonable  conditions.  In  the  ftalnlmeat  of  this 
compact,  I  have  tbotight  that  the  United  States 
shoidd  act  with  a  generous  spirit;  that  they  should 
omit  nothing  which  should  comport  with  a  Bberal 
constructioa  of  the  instrnment,  and  likewise  be  In 
accordance  with  the  jost  rights  of  these  tribes. 
From  the  riew  which  I  have  taken  of  the  sobject, 
I  am  satisfied  that,  in  the  discharge  of  these  im- 
portant duties,  in  regvd  to  both  the  parties  allnded 
to,  the  United  States  will  have  to  encoimtei  no  con- 
flicting interests  irith  dther.  On  the  contrary,  that 
the  removal  of  the  tribes  from  the  territory  wtuch 
they  now  inhabit,  to  that  which  was  dedgnsted  In 
the  Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  sesedon, 
which  wouJd  accomplish  the  object  for  Georgia,  mw 
der  a  well-digested  plsn  for  thedr  government  and 
urilliatioii,  which  should  be  agreeable  to  them- 
■elves,  would  not  oatj  shield  them  from  impending 


iresent  state,  It  Is  Imposdble  to  inoorporate  them 
a  Bach  masses,  in  any  form  whatever,  into  our  srs- 
tem.    It  has  also  demooatrated,  with  equal  c 


E'Esent  state,  it  Is  1 
Bach  masses,  in  ai 
tern.    It  has  also  '  . 

taintv,  that  irithout  a  timely  anticipation  of,  and 
provhdon  against,  the  dai^eis  to  which  they  are 
exposed,  under  causes  which  It  will  be  difficult-  if 
not  impoarible  to  control,  their  degradation  and  ex- 
termination will  be  inevitable. 

The  great  object  t»  be  accomidished  is,  the  re- 
moval cl  those  tribes  to  the  territory  deslgDated,  m 
conditions  which  shoQ  be  satisfoctoiy  to  themg  ' 
■nd  honorable  to  the  United  States.  This  ci 
done  only  by  oonveying  to  CAcb  tribe  a  good  title 
to  an  adequate  portion  of  land,  to  whicn  it  may 
consent  to  remove,  and  by  proridlng  for  it  there,  a 
rrstem  of  Internal  gevemment,  which  AsU  protect 
tWr  property  from  binsioD,  and,  by  the  regular 
progress  of  Improvement  and  dviliiation,  prevent 
that  degeperacy  which  has  generally  marked  the 
transition  from  the  one  to  the  other  state. 

JAKES  UONBOE. 

WAsmaoieN,  STth  January,  lB£fi. 

FsiDAT,  January  38. 
Swid  ft-tm  Dtinit,  in  /As  TerrUorytif  MvA,i- 
ga»,  to  Chicago,  in  tht  Statt  qflUinoU. 
The  Eonse  faaviiig  reeolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  cm  the  bill  "  to  authorize 
the  snrTOTlDg  and  openiiig  of  a  road  from  De- 
tnM  to  Olucago^  in  the  State  of  Illinois  "—and 
Mr.  OiAT,  (Sp^er,)  having  invited  the  Dele- 

Cfrom  Jiittiigan  to  present  a  statement  of 
hots  bearing  on  the  InU— 
Ur.  BuxujtD  roM^  and  went  into  an  eipoai* 
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thm  of  the  meiiU  of  the  bill,  of  wliioh  the  fol- 
lowing ia  an  abstnot: 

Everybody,  said  Ur.  R^  knowa  tbat  the  oon- 
templatad  road  is  of  the  greateat  importance, 
not  only  to  the  territory  of  Ifichigan,  but  also 
to  the  Qeoeral  Qovemment ;  and  the  conae- 

Dsnoe  is,  that  it  ongbtto  be  done  immediately. 

'his  road  will  connect  the  east  of  the  Union 
with  the  weet.  The  grand  canal  of  New  York 
will  be  comnleted  next  July.  When  the  stud 
canal  is  fimsned,  we  oonuder  Detroit  in  oixLtaot 
with  New  York.  Laet  fdl,  I  woa  on  Lake  Bt 
01^  on  board  a  vessel  bnilt  daring  Uie  preced- 
W  winter,  with  a  movable  keel,  read;  and 
oaJcolated  to  go  down,  tlkroogh  Lue  Erie  and 
tbe  whole  of  the  canal,  to  land  at  the  Batt«ry 
in  New  York. 

In  relation  to  oar  military  operations,  the 
utility  of  a  road  aoroea  thepeninsala  of  Miohigan, 
from  Detroit  to  Chicago,  is  obvioos.    This  road 


Bay,  Prairie  da  Ohien,  and  St.  Peter's  Elver,  &o. 
When  our  npper  lakes  are  frozen,  an  easy  com- 
manioation  will  Im  conatantly  kept  open,  in 
elei(^  on  the  snow.  Everybody  knows,  that, 
dorbg  the  last  war,  for  want  of  a  proper  road 
serosa  the  Black  Swamp,  our  Oovemment  in- 
enrred  an  expenditure  of  ten  or  twelve  millions 
of  doUan,  which  would  have  been  avoided  by 
having  a  good  road,  made  in  dne  time.  Make 
this  road  now,  when  yon  have  the  fiiil  sover- 
dgnty  over  the  territory  of  Michigan,  before  it 
becomes  an  independent  State,  and  yon  may 
eanly  anticipate  how  beneficial  this  road  will  be 
toyoorflnatuwa.  There  are  more  than  seventeen 
millions  of  acres  ot,  generally,  good  and  fertile 
.  lud,  in  IGchigan  poper,  (without  speaking  of 
Uie  ninety-four  millions  of  acres  in  the  North- 
west Territory.)  Without  a  road  to  go  to  those 
lands,  they  have  no  ^tie.  We  are  credibly  in- 
formed, that,  on  OUT  inland  seas,  I  mean  Lakes 
Erie,  Bt.  Glair,  Hnron,  and  Michigan,  no  leas 
dian  one  himdred  and  fifty  vessels  are  plying  np 
and  down,  on  board  of  which  whole  famiUea  do 
oome,  sometimes,  with  their  wagons,  horses, 
sheep,  and  milch-oows;  land  in  Detroit,  ready  to 

Kin  search  of  good  land,  to  settle  on  it,  and 
ving  their  money  ready  to  give  to  the  Re- 
cover of  the  Land  Office.  No  road  to  go  into 
that  immense  wilderness  I  What  disappoints 
ment !  Daring  abont  twelve  months,  lost  elaps- 
ed, more  than  one  hnndred  thooaand  dollars 
liavB  bees  actually  paid  Into  the  hands  of  the 
Receivers  of  Pnblio  Moneys,  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  for  land  purchased.  How  mooh  more 
woidd  have  been  paid,  if  the  proposed  road  had 
been  made !  We  can  leam  from  the  Commls- 
■ioner  of  the  Oeneral  IxaA  Office,  that  about 
ten  surveyors  have  l>een  employed  tu  surveying 
public  lands  in  the  interior  of  Hiohigan  Terri- 
tory, between  Detroit  and  Oliicago,  during  last 
winter.  These  lands  will  soon  be  advertised  to 
be  sold.  If  there  is  no  rood  to  oome  to  tbam, 
who  will  pmrohase  them  %  But  let  this  road  be 
made;  let  it  be  determined  by  this  House  that 


it  shall  be  made  ^  then  you  will  have  porchfisere 

eaongh :  they  will  oome  as  a  torrent  fhim  the 
Eastern  States.    It  camiot  be  questioned  that 


would  if  there  were  no  such  road ;  and  a 
nearly  the  same  proportion,  the  adj^eent  lands 
will  be  increased  in  price.  If  you  ask  me  what  ■ 
will  this  road  cost!  I  beg  leave  to  answer,  it 
will  coat  nothing  to  the  Q^vernmenL  I  might 
say  it  will  cost  lese  Uian  nothing.  The  half  of 
the  land  along  the  rood  only,  w£,  after  the  road 
is  made,  or  determined  to  be  niade,  sell  for  a 
great  deal  more  than  the  whole  would,  without 
the  rosd.  What  an  immeose  profit  for  your 
Treasury  yon  can  derive  from  the  eale  of  this 
imense  wilderness,  which  remains  entirely 
iprofitable,  if  you  have  no  road  to  come  at  it! 
This  road  is,  therefore,  to  be  benefidol  to  your 
finances,  aodyour  military  operatious,  and  to  all 
parts  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  to  Michigan,  itself; 
as  it  will  afford  aU  kinds  of  encouragement  to 
the  dtizens  of  the  Eaatem  States,  who  wish  to 
emimte  to  the  beautiful  and  fertile  lands  of 
the  West. 
As  to  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  2d  m 


that  the  preeeut  Executive  of  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  has,  during  a  long  residence  in  the 
said  territory,  acquired  all  requisite  informotiMi 
and  knowledge  of  the  local  circutnatauces ;  he 
bastraveraed  this  wilderoeas,  on  horseback,  from 
Chicago  to  Detroit;  he  knows  every  foot  of  iL 
During  hia  long  Bdminiatration,  he  haa  given 
ample  proofa  of  nia  abilities ;  he  lias  discbivged 
the  duties  of  his  of^  so  as  to  ^ve  general 
satisfaction  to  the  people ;  and  his  ottaohmait 
to  the  intereet  of  the  General  Oovemment  is 
well  known  to  all  the  offioers  of  Qoveroment, 
and  to  the  honorable  members  of  this  House ; 
he  is,  therefore^  the  beet  qnalifled  person  to  take 
the  direction  of  the  contemplated  road.  It 
wonld  be  even  de^rable  that  he  should  have 
the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
their  assistants.  He  would  find  on  the  very 
spot,  men  who  have  often  travelled  tiiroogh  the 
said  wildemeaa,  and  are  acquainted  with  all  the 
Indian  trails  which  intersect  it,  and  who,  for 
one  dollar  a  day,  would  do  the  work  better  than 
gentiemen  appointed  by  the  President,  who 
might  lie  t^pted  to  spin  out  the  time  to  in- 
crease their  pay,  at  three  dollars  per  day.  I 
trusL^therefore,  thatthehonorable  gentlemen  of 
this  House  will  pass  the  bill  in  its  preeoit  cdufw, 
without  any  other  amendment  but  theft^ow- 
ing,  that  is,  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  Bd  section 
with  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Alter  a  short  explanation  by  Mr.  Hkrbt,  fd 
Kentucky,  to  satis^r  the  House  that  a  proper 
attention  had  been  paid  to  the  subject  by  the 
Committee  on  Beads  and  Canals,  before  they 
reported  the  bill  at  the  lost  session;  Mr. 
OooB,  of  Blinoia,  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
witit  |8,D00  instead  of  ^,600,  whiotLwaaapMd 
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On  motion  iJf  Mr.  Oav^izli.,  (tfOhio,  an  aA- 
dhional  section  to  the  bill  was  sdded,  tiz  ; 

**  Andhtitfmllier  enacted,  Th&t  the  Govenior 
for  the  time  bdng,  bo  soon  m  the  Undt  tluill  be 
■iTTcjed,  uid  the  rosd  Ioc*t«d,  tmder  tbs  direction 
of  thu  let,  Bbiil  detign&te  the  MCtlODS  which  ue 

hereby  appropiiated,  and  report  the '~  '*" 

'  -J  of  the" " 


The  oommittM  then  rose,  nported  the  bill, 
together  with  the  amendments,  and  It  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  thiid  reading. 

TowDAT,  February  1. 
Oreek  Indian  SegoHation. 

The  resolution  offered  jeaterd^  hj  Hi.  Fob- 
OTTH,  calling  for  the  ret>ort  of  the  Oommlssioners 
qtpouted  to  treat  wita  the  Oreek  Indians  for  a 
ocadon  of  their  lands,  was  taken  ap. 

lb.  FoESTTH  atdd,  as  he  wished  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  pnblio  to  a 
■nbjert  of  Terr  neat  Interest  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  he  wonld  state  what  had  been  com- 
mnniBated  to  him  respeodng  it. 

The  law  of  the  last  sesnon,  making  an  appro- 
priation fbr  the  extingnishment  of  the  Greek 
title  to  lands  In  Oeorgfa.  was  fonoded  on  a  doo- 
tnneBt  sent  br  the  Pneiaent  to  OoDKrese<  a  let- 
terfrom  the  Oommissioners,  who  had  been  hold- 
ing a  talk  with  the  Oherokees,  which  stated,  on 
the  antbori^  of  the  Oreek  Indian  agent,  and 
•ome  of  the  Oreek  ohiefe,  that  that  was  a  favor- 
able time  for  a  treaty  ni^  the  tribe.  Alter  the 
act  passed,  uAm  he  could  not  tell,  ordwa  were 
given  to  the  Agent  to  oolleot  them  at  the  Broken 
Arrow.  Whue  this  act  was  under  the  oonsid- 
eratioQ  (rfa  oommittee,  the  Indian  went  was  in 
Tashii^too,  and  oert^  Oherokee  ohie&,  whose 
treatment  by  the  EseonlnTe,  and  pretensions, 
wonld  be  recollected.  They  came  to  proteet 
against  all  approprtatdons  to  pnrohase  lands  ftom 
tbem,  and  to  dedare  they  would  dispose  of  no 
more,  either  by  sale  or  ezohange.  Not  satisfied 
with  thdr  own  sncoess,  they  were  disposed  to 
extend  the  benefits  of  their  negotiation  to  the 
neighboring  tribes.  Ur.  F.  nnderq^ood  that  one 
of  the  chi&  had  sent  all  their  oorreapondenoe 
widi  the  Secretary  of  War,  Ac,  to  the  Big  War- 
fkir,  advising  that  the  Ore<^  should  follow  their 
oxarople.  However  that  might  be,  oertfUn  it 
waiL  uiat  some  of  the  Oreek  obfeb  had  a  meedw 
at  Tnakabotohee,in  Alabama,  near  the  town  of 
Uontgomery,  and  determined  to  follow  the  pat* 
ttfn  of  the  Ohen^eea.  Not  satisfied  with  this, 
as  the  meeting  called  by  the  agent  was  to  take 
l^aca  in  November,  another  meeting  was  held 
by  the  Greeks,  at  Pole  Cat  Spring,  in  Gotober, 
and  the  detennination  made  at  Tnckabotchee 
was  confirmed,  and  ordered  to  be  made  pnblio. 
Tb»  two  docmnents  were  published  as  a  sort  of 
mani  feato  to  the  world  that  DO  more  Greek  lands 
wonld  be  sold  to  Uie  United  States.  These  doo- 
tmimts  were  signed  by  the  IJttle  Frinos,  his 
maA,  W  the  King  Big  Warrior,  his  mark;  the 
Head  Wd^  Ua  mark,  fto. ;  none  of  Oie  persons 
■going  the  first  being  able  to  read  or  wnte,  and 


bnt  one  or  two  who  msnedthe  seoond.  The 
OonmiissioneTS  of  the  United  States,  on  th^ 
way  to  the  Broken  Arrow,  heard  for  Ijie  first 
time,  of  these  Htrange  papers,  the  Indian  agent 


oommonioate  tbem  to  the  War  Department;  tiia 
snb-agen^  who  ate  the  breed  of  the  United  Btatei^ 
was  aoUve  In  promoting  these  determinatioii^ 
and  was  snpposed  to  be  the  secretary  of  one,  if 
not  both  the  meetings.  like  Goinndsdcnen 
fonnd  the  Creeks,  to  the  nnmber  of  ten  or  fifteen 
thonsand,  assembled  at  the  Broken  Arrow,  reedy 
to  aa^  in  consoming  the  fifty  tboosand  dollaia 
appropriated  by  Oongress  for  the  expenses  ot 
the  treaty.  Their  chieft,  living  in  Alabama,  de- 
termined not  to  make  a  treaty ;  the  snb-agent 
actively  employed  to  dafoat  the  wishes  of  the 
QoTemment.  and  the  prinoipBl  agent  acting  a 
part  of  dignified  nentraUty,  became  he  had  not 
been  instrncted  by  the  Becretuy  of  the  Deport- 
meat  of  War  to  promote  the  views  of  Oongress, 
no  treaty  oonld  ne  formed,  ss  mi^t  have  been 
ezpeoted.  Notwithstanding  tiie  manifesto  of 
the  ohieft,  the  hostility  of  the  snb-agent,  and  the 
dignified  neotralitj  of  lie  princapol,  the  Oom- 
mudooers  fcand  tweo^'foor  cbiefb,  repreemt- 
iog  all  the  Indians  reading  in  Georgia,  willing 
to  remove  to  the  west,  and^^ve  np  aH  the  land 
Dccnpied  by  them — all  the  Qreek  Indiana  oEidm 
in  the  limits  of  that  State.  These  chie6  repre- 
sented about  ten  thonsand  Indians,  and  their 
price,  inclndiog  all  the  expenses  for  their  re- 
moval, was  $800,000.  Unfortunately,  the  Oom- 
miamoners  did  not  conceive  themselves  author- 
ized to  make  a  contract  with  them.  One  of  the 
Oommisaioners  came  to  this  place  to  ask  that 
authority  from  the  Execntive.  It  was  not  given. 
New  iostmotione  had  been  given,  and  a  new 
meeting  was  to  be  held,  &om  whi<ui  the  Fred- 
dent  seemed  to  extieot  a  more  favorable  resnlL 
Mr.  F.  qiprehendea  that  the  present  effort  wonld 
not  be  more  fortunate  than  the  last. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  felt  great  relnot&noe  to  state 
what  he  had  been  informed  the  Executive  had 
directed  to  be  done  in  this  stage  of  things.  He 
hoped  that  the  documents  micbt  ehow  that  he 
waa  midnformed.  For  tiieir  insolent  intairfar- 
oioe  to  obetmot  the  ezeentloa  <A  one  of  the  lawa 
of  the  United  States,  the  wtehes  of  Oonareas,  and 
the  instructions  of  the  EzeontJTe,  the  Ohenjiee 
ohieb  were  to  be  reproved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War.  The  principal  Oreek  agent)  who  was  a 
dignified  neutral  between  his  own  Oovemment 


GommisslonerB,  not  soffloient  to  make  it  his  dn^ 
to  act  with  the  Gommissionera;  he  waa  to  M 
reprimanded  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The 
only  decisive  step,  was  the  removal  of  the  sAi- 
agent  The  Buooeesor  of  llie  snb-agent,  no  donbt 
warned  by  the  fUe  of  his  predeoesBor,  would 
take  oare  to  i^e  the  eoodnct  of  the  larindpaL  and 
be  ostenaibty  nentxai,  aeoretly  bottile.  Bnclk 
were  the  dronmstanoes  under  which  lb.  F.  bad 
fait  it  his  doty  to  bring  the  anbjeot  b^»a  tlM 
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HooM^  bj  bit  nscdnlkii,  adopted  jeetardAj,  and 
that  DOW  nnder  oonddenMiiHt. 

Hw  FrsBideiit,  in  bin  late  mesMge  to  OoDgresB, 
had  o«Mmeoted  the  performaiiM  of  the  obbm* 
HoM  of  the  United  States  to  6eoT{da,  with  the 
great  plan  of  oolleotiiiK  all  the  bidlaiu  Id  our 
weetero  territorr,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  dviUdDg 
them.  Of  this  plan,  it  wai  Dot  now  proper  to 
tfttk.  It  might  he  wise,  homuie,  and  noMo, 
bnt  Mr.  F.  protaated  againgt  OMineotiDg  the  per- 


fect aa  an  indefinite  poatponeme&t  of  jnatioe  to 
Geor^  He  hoped  the  0<nnDiittee  on  Indian 
Afikin  would  oonaider  them  leparatelf,  and 
bring  the  two  enbieotfl  aeparslely  and  dia- 
tinaUr  btfore  the  Hoqm,  whaterer  might  be 
their  oplniona  npon  them. 

The  reaolnti<»i  waa  then  agreed  to  without 
oppoation. 

WzDNiBDAT,  February  S. 

suction  ^  Pretident  by  tM  Simte  of  £«pre~ 

teiUatwet. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Wiuoht,  of  Ohio,  the 
Eonse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oomtnittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  trad  took 
up  tlie  report  of  the  select  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  mlee  to  be  observed  by  the  Hooae 
In  obooaing  a  Fremdent  of  the  ITnited  States, 

The  report  was  read  throngh,  and  Uien 

The  niles  were  read  and  otmsidered  separate- 
ly. On  the  first  mie  eome  eonveraation  took 
i^aoe  between  Ur.  BAssKrx,  of  Va.,  and  Mr, 
Wkiobi,  the  ohairmsn  of  the  select  oommittee. 
No  alteration,  however,  was  made  in  the  rule. 

The  second  role  waa  ihea  read,  and  no  olyeo- 
tions  were  made  to  iL 

The  third  role  was  read,  as  follows : 

Sd.  The  doors  of  the  Hall  shall  be  clowd  dmiug 
the  ballotiiuF,  except  agiiiut  members  of  the  Senate 
and  the  offloen  of  t^  Hooae ;  and  the  guiles 
abHlI  be  oleared  on  the  request  of  the  delegation 
of  an;  one  State. 

Ur.  LraHut,  of  PennsjlTania,  moved  to 
amend  this  mle  by  striking  oat  the  last  tjlanse, 
viz :  "  and  (As  galUriet  Aall  be  oleared  on  the 
regwet  of  lAe  delegation  qf  any  one  State." 
Ut.  L  stated  that,  aa  a  member  of  the  eeleot 
otmunittee  who  had  made  the  present  reporL 
]ie  bad,  when  this  mle  was  brongbt  forward 
in  the  committee,  objeoted  to  that  part  of  tt 
vbioh  he  now  moved  to  strike  oat;  and  he 
bod  objeoted  then,  aa  he  did  now,  to  the  dause 
in  qneadon,  beoanse  be  apprehended  that  there 
was  no  good  reason  fbr  patting  it  in  the  power 
of  the  (legation  of  a  smgle  State,  (oonaurtjng, 
in  some  instanoee,  of  a  tingle  individaal,)  to 
dear  the  galleries  of  tbte  House.  He  ooold  not 
oonoeive  that  there  was  any  need  to  go  into 
conclave  in  order  to  oondnot  the  ^proaching 
election.  It  was  not  a  meaanre  involving  our 
relations  with  foreign  nations,  but  t,  matter  of 
a  HBtely  domeetio  obaraol«r.    Yet  Qiia  role 
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enforces  secvecj,  in  regard  to  the  transaotion, 
if  required  even  by  a  single  individual,  and  ihxt 
in  tlM  most  obnoiionB  form.  He  had  rather 
have  the  mle  made  absolute  at  onoe,  and  saj 
that  the  galleries,  as  well  aa  the  doors  of  ib« 
House,  should  be  closed,  than  to  ^ve  anthotil7 
to  the  ddegation  of  one  State  to  hare  than 
dewed.  He  was  at  a  loaa  to  aooonnt  for  such 
a  proposition.  He  supposed  lltat  tliwe  must 
be  scnne  spedal  reason  ibr  granting  snob  a 
power,  but  be  could  not  ooncetve  what  it  was. 
Was  any  distrust  entertained  of  tbe  personal 
safety  of  members  of  this  Bonse  t    Surely,  the 

Kwer  of  the  Speaker  over  the  galleries  would 
as  great  on  the  contemplated  oocadon,  as  at 
the  present'  moment ;  and  the  existing  mlea  of 
the  House  clothed  him  with  foil  aathority  to 
have  tbe  galleriee  deaied  in  oase  of  disorder. 
Believing  that  no  good  reasMi  existed  for  the 
danae  in  question,  he  hoped  it  would  be  stridden 
onL 

Mr.  MoLun,  of  Ddaware,  said  that  when 
the  honorable  member  from  Penneylvania-roee^ 
he  had  been  about  to-  i^r  an  amendment  to 
the  rule,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  ha 
bad  expreaaed,  when  in  nmunittee;  and  h« 
should  now  acquiesce  in  the  amendm^t  which 
that  gentieman  had  offered,  provided  the  pris- 
oiple  on  which  he  himself  wi^ed  to  go,  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  He  was  for  dealing 
tbe  galleries  alttwether,  without  leaving  it  to 
Uie  od^ation  of  any  State  to  require  Uiat  it 
should  be  done.  In  giving  Ms  reasons^  in  favor 
of  this  oonne,  he  wished  it  to  be  distinatly  un- 
derstood, tiiat  any  resnarka  he  might  m^e,  had 
no  reference,  whatever,  to  the  peculiar  state  at 
Ibingi  *''i«*'"e  at  the  present  moment.  He 
thought  the  question  ought  to  be  treated  as  to- 
Tolvbig  an  important  precedent,  and  ought  to 
be  conddered  on  prininplee  that  were  to  govern 
on  this  occasion,  and  all  others ;  not  only  now, 
but  hereafter.  He  felt  himself  called  on  by 
his  duty,  to  state  these  prindplee.  He  fdt, 
very  folly,  the  reaponsibillty  of  his  sitnation, 
and  wished  to  assert  the  righte  which  he  ctnt- 
oeiTed  to  perfmn  to  the  members  of  this  Honse^ 
at  the  present  momentj  while  the  nation  waa 
in  a  stete  of  calmness  and  qniet ;  a  time  pecn- 
liarlv  &T(«able  for  tbe  adoption  of  mlea  caloo- 
lated  to  provide  for  a  season  of  great  party 
exdtement, 

Mr,  MoL.  asked,  Why  ought  the  gaUeriei 
tobeo^!  Why  must  this  Dallotiw  be  coa- 
dooted  m  pnbllo?  In  deoting  a  FMeident,  Ibi 
members  of  the  House  were  called  to  ao^  not 

represMktatives  of  tbe  people,  but  aa  umi^re^ 
. .  do  that  which  the  people  have  tried  to  do^ 
and  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish.  Tlie 
-"iple  have  tried  to  dect  a  President:  they 

re  fUled  to  do  so.  The  House  of  Repreeenta^ 
tives  are  then  empowered  to  choose  one  tot 
them.  This  power  is  not  delegated  to  than 
by  their  constitneuta,  but  by  the  oonatituti<Bi : 
and,  in  exercising  it,  they  have  no  peouUar  re- 
lation to  their  constitaenta,  and  ore  not  reep<m- 
sible  to  tham,  farther  tbut  every  bcmest  man 
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la  reroonsible  to  hu  consdeiuw  and  his  ooimtr; 
fin'  ma  public  acts.  He  Bhoald  oongider  the 
mieatioa  sow  presented  aa  ft  nev  one,  and 
Uioald  pat  wbollj  aude  what  had  at  aii7  time 
beea  done  respecting  it.  Who,  aaked  Mr.  UcL., 
hu  a  right  to  inspect  mj  decuion  between  oon- 


look  to  the  acts  of  t^eir  representatiTee^  and 
eierta«e  a  sort  of  inspection  over  them.  Tet, 
even  this  was  not  alwajs  permitted  to  them  bj 
the  oonstitntion.  It  proTides  that,  in  certain 
casM,  the  pablio  eye  shall  be  ezclnded,  ^ther 
when  the  mbject  of  deliberation  is  of  snoh  a 
nitiire  that  an  important  pnbllo  measure  most 
be  frustrated,  if  prematnrelj  discloaed,  or 
when,  from  the  excited  state  of  pnblio  feeling, 
■a  iDi[iroper  inflnence  is  apprehended,  as  en- 
dangering the  freedom  of  debate.  So  soch 
Kate  of  feeUng  existed  now,  but  it  not  only 
might  exist,  and  that  in  an  aUrming  degree, 
but  to  soch  a  degree  as  to  became  wholly  Irre- 
natible.  If  the  prindple  shall  once  be  estab- 
liabed,  that  the  repreeentatives  of  this  people, 
standing  on  thlfl  floor  to  vote  or  to  debate,  are 
improperly  to  be  controlled,  it  is  in  those  gal- 
lenes  that  the  object  is  to  be  effected.  If  ever 
popular  tomnlt,  and  a  general  excitement  of 
national  feeling,  Are  to  Jeopardize  the  freedom, 
■nd  endanger  the  pnrity,  of  this  bod^,  it  is  in 
fiioN  galleriee  that  they  will  show  their  power. 

For  his  own  part,  Mr.  MoL.  said,  he  thought 
that,  in  BO  Important  an  act  as  the  choice  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  nation,  it  was  fit  and 
becoming  that  members  shoold  be  left  to  act 
frran  the  cool  dictates  of  their  Judgment,  and 
Out  they  alone  were  the  Judges  how  they 
ovght  to  &ct  With  them,  the  constitntion  had 
intnuted  the  dnty,  and  there  it  miEht  be  safely 
tniBted.  Mr.  MoL  Bud  that  be  had  made  these 
Tonarks  from  the  fullest  oonviotion  of  their 
troth.  He  thought  that  now,  in  a  time  of  pnblio 
ttanqDillity,  a  precedent  might  be  set  that  would 
prove  Taloable  hereafter.  He  felt  great  defer- 
oue,  alao,  fi>r  the  precedent  that  had  been 
ilready  eetabfished  m  this  respect.  At  the 
election  of  a  Freaident  in  1801,  this  subject  had 
been  iatnisted  to  able  hands,  and,  after  foil 
deliberation,  tiiey  had  thought  it  expedient  to 
admit  no  person  as  a  spectator  of  the  elec" 
but  members  of  the  Senate  and  officers  of 
Hcnue,  and  Uie  election  was  so  oondooted. 

Mr.  BuoHUTAS  said  he  roee  with  diffidence 
to  ann^fls  his  opinion  upon  this  sni^ect  like 
his  friend  from  Delaware,  Qlr.  MoLanb,)  he 


d  the  intention  of  making  any  remark 
which  might  have  an  allnsion  to  the  peculiar 
dtnation  of  the  members  of  this  House,  in  ro- 
prd  to  the  ^)proaching  election.  He  con- 
odwed  the  present  to  be  a  qaestion  of  great 
importanoe,  and  that  its  decagon  wonU  eetudish 
>  precedent,  which,  in  fhture  times,  might  have 
a  poweifiil  influence  upon  the  inter««ts  of  thiat 
conDtry.  He  was  sor^  to  say  he  had  arriTed 
it  a  ooncliuiixi  in  direct  opposition  to  that  ctf 
hii  friend  trtaa  Delaware,  (Mr.  MoLunu)    The 


reasons  which  had  led  him  to  that  reenlt,  he 
would  state  to  the  House. 

The  American  people,  said  Mr.  B.,  bare  a 
right  to  be  j>resent  and  inspect  all  the  proceeds 
ii^  of  their  representatiTes,  unless  their  own 
interest  forbids  it  In  relation  to  onr  ooneem* 
with  foreign  GoTemments,  it  may  become 
necessary  to  close  oar  galleries.  Our  dengna, 
in  such  cases,  might  be  frustrated,  if  seoreoy 
were  not,  for  a  time,  preaerred.  Whenever 
there  shall  be  disorder  in  the  gallery,  we  have 
also  a  right  to  clear  it,  and  are  not  bound  to 
suffer  onr  proceedings  to  be  intermpted.  Ex- 
cept in  tliesa  cases,  he  at  present  oould  reoollect 
none  which  would  Justify  the  House  in  exdad- 
ing  the  people. 

In  electing  a  President  c^  the  United  Statea, 
said  Mr.  B.,  we  are,  in  my  opini<Hi,  peculiarly 
the  representatives  of  the  people.  On  that  im- 
portant occarion  ws  shall,  emphaticaQy,  repre- 
sent their  m^esty.  We  do  not  make  a  Preei- 
dent  for  ourselves  oidy,  bat  also  for  tbe  whole 
people  of  the  United  States,  They  have  a  rfdit 
to  insist  that  it  shall  be  dona  in  pnUio.  He, 
therefore,  protested  against  going  into  a  leerei 
oondave,  when  the  Hinise  aboold  dedde  this  ^- 
important  question.  He  eud  that  the  dootrins 
of  the  gentleman  fr^m  Delaware  (Mr.  MoLAjn) 
was  altogether  new  to  his  mind.  That  gentle- 
man has  alleged  that  we  are  called  upon  to 
elect  a  President,  not  as  the  repreaentatives 
of  the  people,  but  by  virtue  of  tha  constitntion. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  who  created  the  ocmstitationt 
Was  it  not  the  people  of  the  United  States  t 
And  did  they  not,  by  this  very  instrament, 
delegate  to  as,  as  representatives,  the  power 
of  electing  a  President  for  them  t  It  is  by  vir- 
tne  of  this  instrument  we  bold  onr  seats  here. 
And,  if  there  be  any  case  in  which  we  are 
bound  to  obey  tittar  will,  this  is  peculiarly  that 
one.  To  them  we  mast  be  answerable  for  the 
proper  eserdse  of  this  duty. 

What  are  the  Gonseqnenoe&  said  Mr.  B., 
which  will  result  from  domng  the  doors  of  the 
gallery  t  We  shall  in^art  to  the  electioD  an  air 
of  mystery.  We  shall  give  exercise  to  the  im- 
amnations  of  the  moltitnda,  in  ccmiectnring 
what  soenee  are  acting  widiin  thi'  TTnil  Busy 
rumor,  with  her  htmvcd  tongnes,  will  circnlats 
reports  of  wicked  ocanbinationa,  and  of  eorrap- 
tion,  which  have  no  existence.  Let  the  peopit 
see  what  we  are  doing ;  let  them  know  that  it 
is  neither  more  nor  leas  than  patting  our  ballota 
into  the  boxes,  and  they  wiU  soon  became  satis- 
fied with  the  speotade,  and  retire. 

The  gentieman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  MoLask) 
has  urged  nj>on  us  tiie  precedent  which  now 
exists  on  this  subject.  Mr.  B.  said  he  revered 
the  men  of  former  days,  by  whom  this  prece- 
dent was  established.  He  had  good  reaaon, 
however,  to  believe^  that  the  Intense  excite- 
ment whii^  existed  at  that  time  among  the 
pemle,  at  the  seat  of  Oovemment,  was  oo- 
oasioned,  in  a  oonrideraUe  degtee,  by  their  ex- 
cinsion  from  the  gallery.  They  came  in  orowds 
into  the  Honaa,  bat  were  prohibited  from  enter* 
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ing  tie  HalL  Cnireiits,  and  coQnter-onirenta 
of  feeling  kept  them  oontinnally  agitated.  Nev 
coqJectoreB  of  what  was  doing  within,  were 
oonstantly  Bpreadiog  among  Uiem.  Mystery 
alwaji  ^vea  birth  to  mispioioQ.  If  thoae  peo- 
ple had  been  permitted  to  enter,  mnoh  <^  the 
excitement  nUali  then  preyailed  wooU  never 
have  eusted. 

It  has  been  wid  that  there  mi^t,  and  prob- 
ably would,  be  disorder,  if  we  a^itted  tbe 
people  into  the  gallery.  Ur.  B.  ooold  eoarcelj 
Delieve  this  possible.  He  had  too  high  an 
opinion  of  the  Amerioan  people  to  mffer  him- 
■elf  to  entertain  snoh  nn  appr^ension.  Should 
we,  however,  be  mistaken,  where  is  thepower 
of  the  Speaker!  Where  that  of  the  Honae? 
We  oan  then  tnm  them  ont.  and  we  shall  then 
have  a  snfSoieiit  apology  for  doing  bo.  But, 
to  declare,  in  the  first  instance^  tiiat  they  shall 
be  excluded,  upon  the  request  of  anj  one  ont  of 
twenty-fonr  States,  would  be  ■  libel  both  upon 
the  people  of  the  tlnited  States  u)d  the  mem- 
bers of  this  fioiiBe.  Kr.  B.  sated  pardon  for 
this  eipreasion,  if  it  were  considered  t«o  harsh. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  well  his  friend  from 
IMaware  was  willing  that  all  bis  conduct;  in 
regard  to  the  Presidential  qneation,  should  be 
euubited  before  the  public,  and  uiat  it  was 
principle,  and  principle  alone,  whicb  had  sng- 
geatedhis  remarks. 

That  which  nres  this  snbjeot  its  shief  im- 
portance, Hr.  B.  saidf  is  the  precedent.  He 
was  ansooB  that  it  should  be  settled  on  sore 
foundations.  If  the  rale,  in  its  present  form, 
should  be  adopted,  it  may,  and  probably  will, 
be  dangerous  in  ftiture  times.  At  preseut,  our 
Republic  ia  in  its  infancy.  At  this  time,  be 
entertained  no  fear  of  coiruption.  In  the  ap- 
proschiDg  election,  it  can  therefore  make  but 
littie  dinerenoe,  whether  the  gallery  shall  be 
opened  or  oloeed.  But  the  days  of  darkness 
may,  and  unless  we  shall  esc^ie  the  fate  of  all 
other  republica,  irill  come  upon  ns.  Corrup- 
tion may  yet  Stalk  abroad  over  our  happy  land. 
When  she  urns  a  blow  a«ainst  the  libertiea  of 
Ok  people,  it  will  l>e  done  in  secret.  Such 
deeds  always  shun  the  light  of  day.  They 
be  perpetrated,  with  a  mneh  greater  chance 
(^  success,  in  tiie  secrecy  of  an  electoral  con- 
clave,  than  when  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
are  fully  exposed  to  the  pnbUc  view.  Let  us 
then  establish  a  preoedent,  which  will  hare  a 
■trong  tendency  to  jwevent  corrupt  practii 
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of  our  Government,  our  own  character,  or  that 
of  the  people  whom  we  represent,  they  all 
otHiBpire  to  mdnce  ns'  to  adopt  the  amendment. 
til.  LiTXBHOSB,  of  New  Hampshire,  thought 
there  was  no  necessity  for  any  fiirther  rule  ' 
relation  to  the  galleries,  than  that  which  nt 
exteted.  Pro-rision  was  already  mode  to  dear 
the  galleiies  whenever  the  House  thought  prop- 
er. This  was  soffloient.  Why  should  a  m^or- 
i^  of  all  the  members  surrraider  this  power  to 


much  alarmed?  He  was  persuaded  that  il_ 
disorder  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
gallery,  in  condncting  an  election  c^  Preudent 
of  the  United  States,  than  in  choosing  a  ser- 
ant-at-arms  for  this  Honae.  For  himself^  he 
kted  all  inyat«T7.  He  considered  it  a  charao- 
teiistio  attendant  of  tyrounioal  Govenunenta, 
and  be  thooght  that  the  proposal  to  condnct 
this  election  in  secret,  was  a  proof  that  we 
were  not  yet  quite  diveatod  of  certain  old  no- 
tions, whicb  our  ancestors  bronght  with  them 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  He  bop^ 
that  all  that  would  be  done^  on  this  oecaBicn, 
would  be  done  in  a  plain,  manly,  rimple,  repub- 
lican manner. 

Hr.  WxBSTEB,  of  Massachnsetts,  wonld  say  a 
few  words  on  the  question,  premising,  that 
more  importance  seemed  to  be  attached  to  it 
than  he  tnought  belonged  to  it.  He  presumed 
no  practical  inconvenience  would  arise,  whether 
the  motion  prevwled  or  not ;  and  yet,  perhapo, 
it  might  he  well  to  consider  tbe  subject  duly, 
as,  hereafter,  possibly,  the  qnestion  might  be 
of  conseqnence.  He  did  not  see  any  particular 
benefit  arising  from  providing  that  the  galleriea 
should,  at  all  events,  be  open.  There  oonld  be 
no  debate  when  the  House  was  proceeding  in 
tiie  election ;  and  the  voting  must  be  by  bauot. 
There  was  nothing  to  be  done  or  said,  but  to 

E'lve  the  ballots  and  count  them.  Bomething 
ad  been  said  of  tbe  superintendence  whidi 
the  people  might  eKerciae  on  tbia  occasion,  if 
the  galleries  were  open.  That  was  what  he 
did  not  exactiy  underatond.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  would  hardly  be  in  the  gallery. 
Some  hundred  or  two  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city,  those  who  should  get  up  earliest,  and 
get  seats  first,  wonld  be  accommodated  in  the 
gallery,  and  others  could  not  get  in.  He  be- 
fieved  that  he  himself,  finding  some  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  committee,  npon  the  former 
rule,  bad  suggested  this  modification.  He  wM 
entirely  willing  the  galleriea  ahould  be  open ; 
and  yet  he  was  entirely  willing  to  have  Uiem 
closed,  if  any  State  desired  it.  And,  particu- 
larly, as  it  wonld  be  very  inconvenient  to  dis- 
cuss and  eettie  these  qneetions,  after  the  House 
had  begun  to  act  as  States,  it  seemed  to  him 
reasonable  to  make  provision,  beforehand,  ft^ 
thi^  as  for  other  cases.  He  regretted  botii 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  wished 
to  expunge  the  rule  altogether,  and  that  the 
genUeman  from  Delaware  wished  to  shat  the 
galleries  altogether.  He  thought  the  rule 
wonld  do  very  well  as  it  stood.  It  should  be 
considered,  that  in  some  cases,  very  many  per- 
sons were  to  express  the  voice  of  a  State;  in 
other  cases,  a  single  individnal.  Now,  if  eitha 
a  numerous  delegation,  or  a  single  individual 
representing  a  State,  expressed  a  wish  that 
spectators  snoold  not  be  admitted  to  the  gallery, 
he  was  willing  to  indulge  that  request — so 
much  the  mle  provided,  and  no  more.  He  re- 
I  peat«d,  however,  that  he  thought  a  very  nn- 
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flDitable  and  diipropordonite  importsnoe  might 
be  KJTeu  to  tnia  qneation,  whiok  he  ahonld 
mni^  rwret 

Mr.  WBiQHT,  of  Ohio,  Bud  that,  tndiTidnaUr, 
be  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment.  If  it 
were  required  to  give  pnblicitj  to  (he  prooeed- 
ings  of  tiie  House,  upon  this  snltject,  be  shoald 
oertuni;  favor  it,  becaiue  he  was  generally  of 
opinioQ  the  afbire  of  the  Government  iihoald  be 
ooDdnctad  openly  in  the  face  of  the  world,  as  he 
ooDsidered  the  QoTemment  as  restiiur  on  the 
irill  and  information  of  the  people.  But,  Mi. 
W.  said,  in  the  diBohai^  of  the  duties  now  to 
be  undertaken,  we  onght  to  look  to  a  flitnre 
time,  when  the  ootrntfy  Bhall  be  in  a  state  of 
excitement,  that  aboil  reach  aod  affect  those  in 
the  gmlleriea,  and  thence  operate  on  the  Honae. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  the  onlj  time  at 
which  this  HoQse  bad  heretofor»  exercised  the 
power  of  eleoting  a  President,  it  had  been 
Bolemnlj  decided  the  doora  ahoiild  be  doeed, 
except  as  to  members  of  the  Senate.  That  de- 
toraunation  was  not  made  withont  deliberation, 
but  upon  solemn  debato,  and  bj  a  vote  bj  yeas 
and  nays.  Mr.  V.  said  he  felt,  in  some  mess- 
ore,  the  influence  of  that  precedent,  and  had 
never  heard  any  objection  to  the  me>d»  of  e»n- 
ducling  the  baUoUnf/t  on  that  occasion. 

In  reply  to  those  who  seemed  to  anppoee  it 
impossible  that  any  diBtnrbance  shouM  take 
place  in  the  galleries,  Ur.  W.  said  he  had  an 
exalted  opinion  of  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of 
the  people ;  bat  we  need  not  shot  oar  eyes 
upon  the  evidence  before  oa,  and  we  need  not 
^  further  back  than  one  year  fbr  a  most  glar- 
UK  instance  of  excitement  and  disorder  in  the 
g&Uery  of  a  Legislative  Hall  of  one  of  the  3tat«B 
of  this  Union,  while  the  Xiegtslsture  were  traus- 
ftcling  business  relating  to  the  very  election, 
the  determination  of  wmch  ia  now  devolved  on 
US  by  the  ccmstitiition ;  and  perhaps,  he  said, 
it  would  not  be  goinx  too  far  to  say  that  exoite- 
ment  might  be  feared  now.  GenUemen  seemed 
to  suppose  that,  by  closing  the  doors,  an  in- 
Jimctiou  of  secrecy  was  imposed  on  the  mem- 
bers and  offloers  of  the  Hoase,  in  regard  to  the 
proceedings,  and  that  the  whole  were  to  remain 
secret.  That,  Ur.  W.  said,  was  not  the  ease— 
the  role  proposed  no  such  thing :  publicity  could 
easily  be  given  to  every  thing  done.  The  jonr- 
nals  were  tree  for  inspection,  and  it  was  surely 
Mfer  to  rely  on  them,  than  reports  from  the 
galleries.  It  had  been  well  omerved  by  the 
sentleman  fh>m  MassaehnsMts,  (Ur.  Wissrat,) 
Uiot  all  tbe  proceedings  relating  to  the  election, 
were  to  be  withont  del»te ;  that,  besides  the 
baDotinfi^  all  were  oondncted  by  motion,  second, 
and  decision.  Tins  being  the  case,  the  results 
were  aQ  that  ooold  be  oommnnieated  to  the 
pemde  in  the  galleries,  and  tbey  would  be  as 
welt  oommnnio£«d  at  the  doors  of  the  Eonse. 
All  that  those  in  the  galleries  could  $ei  or  Kior 
in  addition  to  the  reeolta,  would  be  the 
chanical  operation  of  dropping  the  ballots  into 
tbe  boxes,  and  lifting  them  ont  a^iin.  I,  said 
Ur.  v.,  would  vote  aa  readily  against  the  im- 


position of  an  iqjimotton  of  secrecy,  on  the 
proceedings  rdating  to  the  election,  as  the  gen- 
tleman tKoa  PenDBylvaoia,  (Ur.  Ihohaii,)  or 
any  other  gentleman  on  this  floor ;  but  I  cannot 
admit  that  any  such  proportion  is  embrsoed  in 
this  rale  as  it  stands. 

Sir,  swd  Ur.  W.,  it  b  not  the  pei^e  of  tlw 
United  States,  the  sober,  thinking  people,  that 
will  be  found  in  your  galleries  on  such  oooa- 
sions ;  no,  they  aie  at  home,  attending  to  thedr 
fiu^ns,  their  merohandise,  tiieir  varions  other 
avocations ;  they  will  not  assonble  in  the  k>1< 
leriea,  or  be  hereafter  afihoted  by  the  preoedent 
yon  establish.  It  will  be  the  artftil,  intrigning, 
deigning  potiticiana,  from  various  parta  of  the 
country,  to  witness,  and  if  it  can  t>e,  to  exert 
an  improper  iuflaence  over  your  proceeding^ 
and  theee  I  am  not  very  solicitons  to  aoc<»n- 
modate. 

I  hope,  dr,  the  amendment  will  not  prev^ 
and  that  we  shall  not,  against  the  wish  of  any 
one  State,  keep  the  galleries  open  for  the  exer- 
tion of  undue  inflnence,  or  to  place  members  in 
a  situation  where  any  one  can  suppose  they  are 
nndoly  operated  on. 

Ur.  Boss,  of  Ohio,  observed  that,  according 
to  his  understanding  of  the  proposed  role,  a 
it  wo*  adopted,  the  proceedings  of  tbe  Honse 
would  remain,  at  leut  for  a  time,  completely 
in  the  dark.  The  demand  of  a  ringle  State^ 
not  even  seconded  by  another  State,  was  to  ba 
of  itself  enough  to  compel  the  Eonse  to  clear 
the  galleries.  Why  was  this  rale  to  be  adopt- 
ed ?  The  only  reaeons  he  bad  heard  advanced 
were,  that  the  Honse  mnst  go  into  this  eonelave 
from  a  fear  of  interruption— intermption,  not 
from  themselves,  bnt  from  the  people  in  the 
gallery ;  that  the  people  of  the  United  St«tea 
were  not  to  be  expected  to  be  present  here, 
and  that  those  who  attended  in  the  gallery 
wonld  be  snch  as  were  not  entitled  to  any  con- 
sideration. This,  according  to  his  understand- 
ing, was  the  Sam  and  snbstance  of  the  reasons 
addnced  m  favor  of  tbe  rale.  But,  for  himself 
he  believed  that  the  people  of  this  conntiT 
understood  the  rales  of  decorum  as  well  now  as 
they  did  when  the  constitntion  was  formed,  and 
that  there  was  no  more  danger  of  distnrbanoe 
now  than  then. 

Whether  gentlemen  sat  here  as  umpires  or 
arbitrators,  or  as  the  representatives  and  organs 
of  the  people,  was  a  question  on  which  he  cer- 
tainty had  an  opinion,  bnt  which  he  did  not 
consider  it  neoeaeary  at  present  to  discuss.  But, 
whether  scting  in  one  or  the  other  capadty,  be 
ooold  not  see  why  the  gallery  should  be  closed. 
The  Eouse  had  the  power  already  to  remove 
from  it  disturbers  of  tbe  peace,  and,  if  gentie- 
men  meant  so  to  oraidnct  as  to  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  their  own  ooosciencee.  they  had  no 
reason  to  fear  those  who  wonld  oe  in  the  gal- 
lery. And,  if  they  were  not  afrud  to  have 
their  conduct  Judged,  why  close  the  doorst 
All  seemed  to  agree  that  no  dangerons  excite- 
ment existed  at  present.  Waa  ft,  then,  to  be 
got  np  in  two  or  three  Aa^  and  to  sooh  » 
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beleht  as  to  threaten  the  safetrr  or  independenoe 
of  Via  HoDie  t  Fw  himself  he  could  wish  not 
011I7  to  bare  the  people  present,  bat  that  the 
rotes  of  all  the  membera  were  to  be  given 
eica  ccKid.  He  regretted  that  there  was  uaj 
ballot  at  all  on  the  qneetion,  and  was  ntterlj 
opposed  to  all  closing  of  doors. 

Mr,  Hanuxon,  of  South  Carolina,  observed, 
that  he  felt  deeirooa  of  detaining  the  committee 
a  few  momenta  In  offiering  a  remark  or  two  on 
the  wbject  before  them.  It  aeems  to  be  a  well- 
settled  oonviction  that  it  la  a  great  pablio  mia- 
fortnoe  that  the  election  of  a  Chief  Magistrate 
Bhoold  devolve  on  this  Honae ;  and  he  woold 
go  farther  aai  ssj  that,  in  so  devolving,  it  was 
perhaps  a  still  greater  misfortnne  that  the 
cboioe  Hhoold  be  made  bj  secret  balloting  in 
the  sevoal  and  separate  Btatee,  which,  by  its 
nature,  preclnded  the  public  knowledge,  which 
the  pecfJe  ought  to  have,  of  the  votes  of  their 
reprMeiitativee,  on  a  question  so  vitally  inter- 
estwg  to  them,  and  nnder  sanctions  so  solomn 
and  imposing.  For  one,  he  was  free  to  confess, 
as  the  people  were  prednded  by  the  veir  form 
of  election,  from  this  species  of  knowledge,  he 
waa  diq>OBed  to  let  them  in  as  spectators  to 
whatever  might  pass  in  relation  to  the  exercise 
of  tbie  great  bnst:  and  in  making  this  remark, 
he  eononrred  oordlallf  with  the  genUenian  from 
Oiuo,  in  wishing  that,  in  ratreading  all  oor  acts 
and  doings  before  the  public  eye,  during  the 
qifroaohiiig  contest,  we  ooold  likewise  sut^ect 
each  delegate  to  the  direct  responsibility  of  a 
vioa  voce  saffi'sge.  This  being  impossible,  he 
wae  disposed  to  connder  the  assembly  of  anch 
ffitizena  as  thought  proper  to  come  into  our 
galleries,  as  oaring,  in  a  slight  degree,  the  defect 
of  which  he  had  spoken,  m  the  mode  of  elec- 
tuHL  The;  would  have  a  contemporary  op- 
portanity  tt  witnessing  the  vote  of  each  State. 
and  thna,  kifbrmation,  which  it  was  right  and 
proper  that  the  people  should  have,  would  be 
nfOTOptly  dissem&iated,  in  a  form,  he  thought, 
better  to  ke^  the  public  mind  qniet  than  those 
thousand  ruinars  and  suspicions  which  natnral- 
ly  belong  to  mystery  and  concealment. 

The  gendeman  from  Delaware,  however, 
meets  thia  subject  at  its  threshold,  by  asking 
"  what  right  snj  man  hse  to  go  into  the  gal- 
leries to  see  what  is  douig  in  regard  to  the 
election  of  a  IVeaideiit  t  "  I  answer,  because 
that  man  h^ipens  to  be  one  of  the  people,  for 
whom  we  are  actiqg,  and  fbr  whom  we  "  ~ 
choosing  aOfai^  Ut^fistrate ;  .and  because 
has  precisely  as  nmoh  right  to  witness  the  elec- 
tion in  qnestaon,  as  any  act  <^  ordinary  legisla- 
tion ;  and  accnding  to  the  theot?  of  this  de- 
mocracy, it  is  infinitely  more  ei^ieaient  that  he 
■honld  witness  the  one  oereowny  than  the  other. 
llr.  E.  said  that  he  thought  the  popular  eye 
vonld  have  a  salutary  inflaoKe  in  repressing 
any  indecorum  and  violenoe,  to  which,  in  mo- 
ments of  peculiar  agitation,  the  Bouse,  con- 
■titat«d  as  it  was,  waa  perhaps  even  more  liable 
than  the  spectatora  in  our  galleries.  They 
fortunately  exempt  from  many  of  those  strong 


biases  of  favor  and  antipathv  which  may  lament- 
ably exert  an  influence  wiuin  this  bar. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  does  not  affirm 
that  there  is  any  dan^r  at  this  time,  in  ad- 
mitting our  fellow-citizens  into  the  galleries; 
hnt  he  contends  tha^  at  a  future  period,  this 
Eonse  might  be  snbjeot  to  intinudation  from 
the  violence  of  a  mob,  who  would  assemble  to 
witness  the  scene,  to  which  we  are  diortly  to 
be  summoned.  Su-,  when  that  day  of  profligate 
violence  arrives,  the  atrocity  of  whidi  cannot 
be  put  down  by  the  force  of  pablio  opinion — 
when  a  corps  of  such  desperadoes  are  per- 

itted,  for  an  instant,  to  exercise  sach  an  in- 

lenoe,  all  spirit  will  have  departed  fhnn  this 

House,  and  ail  parity  and  moral  worth  from  the 
people ;  and  the  forms  we  may  cherish  here, 
will  be  bnt  a  solemn  mockery.  When  a  few 
hundred  persons,  scarcely  eqnal  to  our  own 
numbers,  convened  in  those  seats,  can  success- 
fully exercise  aots  of  intimidation  on  the  repre- 
sentatives of  ten  or  twenty  millions  of  people, 
to  an  absolnte  reversal  of  their  sovereign  will, 
it  may  be  well  imagined  that  the  energy  of  tha 
OOTemment,  and  public  virtue,  are  buried  in  a 
common  grave.  The  argument,  if  it  is  worth 
any  thing,  could  be  urged,  to  show  that  it  ia 
expedient  that  we  shooJd  even  le^slate  in  the 
ooaclave  of  a  Turkish  divan.  The  truth  is,  that 
many  subjects  of  ordinary  discnedon,  and  com- 
mon legislation,  are  better  calculated  to  pro- 
duce popular  excitement,  than  the  election  of  a 
Frefflaent  by  this  House.  Daring  the  former, 
popular  pr^udices,  and,  I  may  say,  the  feelings 
of  pnblio  vengeance,  may  be  addressed,  by  th« 
arts  and  electricity  of  popalar  eloqnenoe.  In 
the  latter,  onr  burineas  is  confined  to  one  viL, 
that  is,  in  platdng  for  our  ounelves,  or  havh^ 
it  placed  for  us,  a  small  strip  of  paper,  cm  whicE 
the  name  of  an  individual  shall  be  written. 
The  ceremony  precludes  the  possibility  of  de- 
late, and  alm(»t  the  only  motion  which  can 
he  put,  is,  one  that  will  have  relation  to  the 
period  when  the  act  of  balloting  is  to  be  re- 
newed, on  the  contingency  of  bontinned  fkilorea 
to  elect  It  is  impossible  to  conceive,  in  tha 
forma  of  the  transaction  itaelf|  fewer  drcnm- 
stances  calculated  to  provoke  popular  violMoa 
and  commotion.  Besides,  sud  Mr.  Eahiltoh, 
I  think  the  very  habits  of  onr  people  forbid  aoj 
apprehensions,  either  present  or  future;  and, 
however  little  consoling  it  may  be  to  the  pride 
of  some,  he  thought  there  was  as  much  hon- 
esty outside  of  the  walla  of  our  House,  as  there 
was  within  them.  Ee  supposed  that  the  in- 
dividuals who  woold  at  present,  and  in  times 
to  come,  occupy  the  seats  in  our  gallery,  would, 
a  mt(]ority  of  them,  be  dtizens  of  this  District, 
whom  he  believed  were  aa  exempt  frcm  the 
character  of  corrupt  intriguers,  and  noisy 
brawlers,  as  the  people  of  any  section  of  onr 
coan^,  although  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Hr.  Wrioht)  seemed  to  think  that  onr  epects- 
tora,  whenever  we  have  a  Fre^dent  to  elect, 
roust  consist  of  the  very  worst,  and  moet 
abandoned  species  of  our  population.    For  niy- 
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oHi,  Bud  tb.  E.,  Botiified  that  do  precedent 
we  ibsll  now  eetabtiah  will  be  binding,  and 
th&t  posterity  will  have  the  Bame  right  that 
we  have,  to  take  care  of  themaelTea,  and  being 
eqoallf  satisfied  ihai,  the  ordinarj  power  poa- 
Mined  by  the  Bpeak«r,  to  dear  the  galleries, 
in  the  ereut  of  occasional  disorde^  meets  all 
the  exigenoleB  of  the  present  orina,  1  hope  tliat 
everj  citizen  of  thia  land,  let  him  come  from 
where  he  will,  ma;*  be  allowed  to  witness  an 
event,  in  which  he  has  preoiael;  as  great  an 
intereet  as  we  hare  oaraalres ;  more  partion- 
larif,  when  hia  presence  can,  in  no  degree,  im- 
pair a  lonnd  and  efficient  exaroiae  c^  the  agenoj 
we  hsTe  to  exert. 

Ur.  H.  said  he  wonld,  before  he  took  hia  eeat^ 
notice  one  or  two  remarks  which  fell  &T>m  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Hr.HoLura.)  This 
gentlemaOj  in  a  very  nunlj  decUratioo  of  the 
ooorae  which  he  intended  to  pnrsne  in  the  ap- 
proaoUng  eleotloii,  has  thought  proper,  as  ftir- 
nkhjng  the  best  illnatration  of  the  principles 
which  should  gOTem  him  in  that  coarse,  to 
■fflrm  tiiat  he  does  not  feel  himself  bomid,  bj 
the  wishes,  either  expressed  or  implied,  of  the 
people  whom  he  represents  on  this  floor,  and 
tiut  he  was  in  no  gmiter  degree  respiMiaibie  to 
diem,  than  to  the  reet  of  the  oonntry,  for  the 
•election  which  he  should  make  of  the  person 
fbr  whom  he  shonld  vote  to  fill  the  Preddenoy. 
It  b  not  mf  bn^eas,  said  Ur.  H.,  to  qoarrel 
with  the  principles  or  the  opimons  of  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Dmawore,  for  whom  I  hare  per- 
sonallj  great  respect,  bnt,  nevertheless,  I  hope 
I  maj  bepardoned  for  venturine  to  express  ray 
own.  The  first  obligatioa  wnich  a  hnjnan 
being  owes,  is  to  his  own  conscience.  IS  this 
monitor  teUs  him  that  a  candidate  for  office  is 
diahonest  and  nuworth;,  no  human  power 
onght  to  compel  os  to  vote  for  him.  But, 
whilst  I  1b7  down  this  priman'  principle  thus 
broadly,  I  am  OS  equally  satdsfled,  tha^  in  the 
present  election,  wnich  belongs  pecDliarlr  to 
the  people,  which  has  come  to  as  on  a  forlorn 
and  disastroDS  contingency,  that,  if  we  have  no 
moral  otnections  to  the  person  whom,  among 
the  candidates,  is  preferred  by  the  particular 
people  we  represent  here,  we  are  bound  to 
sorrender  our  mere  personal  preferences  and 
pr^dices,  and  to  endeavor  to  carry  into  effect 
tlieir  honesty  reasonable  wishes.  This  posi- 
ticMi  banntmues  with  the  whole  theory  of  onr 


defbrence  (and  he  midit  almost  say  obedience) 
to  their  obvtona  wishes,  by  the  mere  circnm- 
stance  of  onr  being  organized  into  States  for 
this  ezdnsive  purpose,  is  at  once  to  sap  those 
great  foundations  of  responsibility  and  control 
on  which  onr  entire  system  rests.  In  s  word, 
be  tiiong^t  the  tme  nue  was  in  a  very  narrow 
mrcie,  which  voa,  that,  after  satisfying  our 
own  oonadences,  the  next  best  thing  was  to 
patify  the  reasonable  and  honest  pnrpoees  of 
Uwie  who  send  as  here. 
Ur.  ]^  said  that  the  geDaemia  t4kn  Dela- 


ware, in  urging  the  Hoose  to  adopt  the  rule  for 
the  exolnsion  of  spectators  from  the  gallery, 
during  the  election,  had  relied,  with  no  or^- 
nary  emphada,  on  the  precedent  which  had 
been  established  by  the  Congress  of  1801,  in 
the  celebrated,  he  conld  not  say  fi^oruwf 
contest  between  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Ur.  Bnrr. 
As  this  part  of  the  gentleman's  argument  he 

Eats  on  the  gronnd  of  authority,  and  not  rtaton, 
e  wonld  ventnre  to  hint  tbat  he  Qii.  H.) 
had  some  serions  misgivings  that  people  would 
not  look  to  those  times  as  famishing  the  in- 
stractiTe  eiamptes  of  public  freedom ;  for,  he 
believed,  it  wonld  be  sosceptible  of  proo^  by 
referring  to  the  Jonmala,  l^t  most  of  those 
who  voted  then  for  the  proposed  exclusion  from 
the  galleries,  were  those  who  had  most  strenn- 
ODsly  supported  the  Alien  and  Sedition  I«v. 
He  did  not  make  this  alloaion  for  the  pnrpose 
of  throwing  a  firebrand  into  the  House,  bnt  he 
appealed  to  it  as  an  historic^  fact. 

In  condnsion,  Ur.  H.  scud  that  he  really 
hoped  tliat  no  groundless  apprehensions  would 
induce  the  House  to  retain  a  mie,  which,  by 
the  mystery  wbloh  wonld  be  incident  to  ita  en- 
forcement, wonld  beget  a  thousand  times  more 
excitement  Uian  if  onr  galleries  were  thrown 
open  to  the  whole  world. 

Ur.  UoLasb  again  rose,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  entering  at  large  into  tlie  debate,  but  merely 
to  correct  some  misapprehensions  which  ap- 
peared to  exist,  in  relation  to  the  rranork* 
which  he  had  at  first  sabmittod.  It  was  cer- 
tainly Gur  frtnn  Itis .  intention  either  to  stjr  up 
old  embers,  or  to  brighten  any  existing  flame. 
Far  less  was  it  his  intention  to  advocate  any 
mte  which  had  for  its  object  the  concealment 
of  his  own  course  of  conduct,  in  regard  to  tlie 
election  of  President.  He  neither  had  nor 
conld  have  any  concealment  on  that  point. 
His  opinions  at  all  times,  and  in  all  circnm- 
stonoes,  had  been  openly  known,  and  he  meuit 
that  they  always  should  be.  If  he  even  dedred 
concealment,  he  could  not  effect  it — he  stood 
here  with  no  colleagues.  The  vote  he  was 
about  to  ^ve  must  ne  publicly  known,  and, 
whenever  it  was  nven,  it  should  be  given  with 
a  single  eye  to  the  interests  of  onr  common 
country.  Could  there,  indeed,  be  any  conceal- 
ment in  the  matter  t  Did  not  every  member 
of  this  Honse  know  how  his  own  coUeagnes  in- 
tended to  vote !  And  wonld  he  not  disclose 
that  knowledge  t  Bnt  to  whom  I  To  the  per- 
sons in  the  gallery  f  Conld  th^  discover,  while 
the  act  of  balloting  was  going  forward,  for 
whom  those  ballots  were  ^vent  Certainly 
not.  He  should  not  for  his  part,  denonnoe  the 
arrangement  mode  by  the  constitution  on  this 
subject.  Vma  voce  might  be  a  very  good  mode 
of  voting  for  President,  but,  whether  good  or 
bad,  was  not  now  the  qnestion.  It  was  not 
the  mode  which  the  oonstitntion  bad  prescribed. 
He  again  repeated,  that  his  object  was  not  to 
effect  any  ooncealmenL  for  himself  or  for  others. 
The  course  which  each  member  wonld  pursue, 
would  be  well  known  to  tliia  Honse,  and  it 
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woold  be  known  to  tbe  ooraxtrf  in  tim«  to 
correct  it,  if  emmeoos. 

Bnt  hia  obJ«ct,  Ur.  UoL.  said,  wu  to  prevent 
tbe  exertion  of  an  inflneDoe  whioli,  at  some 
period  hereafter,  might  operate  to  warp  and 
•verve  membera  from  the  oonacaentioDB  dis- 
oharge  of  their  duty.  It  waa  wholly  oa  the 
ground  of  precedent  that  Ur.  UoL.  was  deeirooa 
to  record  hiB  vote  in  &Tor  of  this  rule.  Sorely, 
DO  geatleuum,  who  knew  any  thing  of  history, 
ooold  need  any  argnmeDta  to  convinoe  him  how 
ttemendouB  saoh  influence  as  that  which  be 
d^reoated,  might  easily  beoome.  Nor  was  it 
haid  to  say  how  it  might  be  got  ap.  A  oonnty 
meeting  la  held ;  Tot«a  are  psfieed,  ^iproving  or 
dis^proving  the  anticipated  oondact  of  a  rep- 
reeentative  in  this  Eonse,  and  diiectjng  him 
what  course  to  porsne.  And  if  the  aSur  stop- 
ped here,  there  would  be  no  danger.  Bat  it 
might  go  farther ;  conatitnents  may  be  bronght 
to  the  scene  of  action,  with  the  int«nt  of  inUini- 
diaUng  and  overawing  the  members  of  this 
Honse.  The  time  mi^t  oome  when  this  would 
happen,  though  it  may  not  now ;  and,  if  the 
gentleman  from  8oath  Oarolina  shall  then  live, 
and  cast  bis  eyes  on  each  a  scene,  Ur.  UcL.  was 
persnaded  tliat  he  would  do  justice  to  himself 
and  to  his  motives  on  this  ocossioQ.  That  gen- 
tleman says  that  the  people  have  a  right  to 
know  what  is  done  in  this  House.  Sir,  s^d  Ur. 
UoL,  I  agree  with  him  that  they  have.  He 
says  further,  that  he  cannot  go  wiut  me  in  the 
dootrine  that  our  constituents  have  no  right  to 
control  us  in  the  vote  we  are  about  to  give  for 
President.  But,  forni;self,Iaro free tosay.t^a^ 
however  I  respect  the  opinions  of  my  constitu- 
ents in  all  casee  of  ordinary  le^slation,  io  this 
case  I  do  not  know  them ;  I  act  as  a  Judge  and 
an  nmpire.  I  know  perfectly  that  great  respect 
la  due  to  pnhiio  opinion,  when  fairly  exprened. 
But  even  publio  opinion,  i^  in  my  conscientiona 
belief  it  has  ran  wild  or  gone  aatraj,  shall  not 
govern  me. 

The  constitution  has  imposed  it  oi 
dn^,  to  cliooBe  a  President,  when  the  election 
by  the  people  fuls.  Now,  if  my  oonstituents 
have  a  right  to  inatmot  me,  in  thia  respect,  the 
constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina have  an  equal  right  to  inatntct  him,  and  so 
have  the  constituents  of  each  member  of  thia 
Roase.  And,  if  gentlemen  are  bound  to 
obey,  and  the  country  remains  divided,  the 
resnlt  will  be,  that  this  House  cannot  olioose  a 
President,  any  more  than  the  people  can.  The 
last  remedy  provided  by  the  constitution  Quia, 
and  all  those  evils  rush  upon  the  country  at 
once,  which  are  the  obvious  result  of  such  fail* 
ure.  It  is  expressly  to  guard  against  this,  that 
the  constitution  providea,  in  the  resort  to  this 
Eonse,  a  tribunal  which  shall  be  perfectly  in- 
depepdent,  and  above  popnlar  control. 

When  up  before,  Ur.  UoL.  said,  he  had  refer- 
red to  the  precedent  of  IBOl,  aa  l>eHring  upon 
the  present  case.  In  answer  to  tbe  argument 
drawn  from  it,  the  gentleman  from  South  Oaro- 
lina had  denied  aaj  weight  to  the  precedent^ 


beoMue  it  waa  derived  from  tbe  admlnMnUon 
4^*  the  Government  hf  tbe  Federal  party.  Ur. 
UoL.  expressed  his  r«gret  that  any  Uiing  should 
have  fUlen  from  that  gentleman,  which  migjkt 
have  a  tendmoy  to  revive  animonties  which, 
for  the  h^iplDeaa  of  the  oonutoy,  ooght  never 
to  be  diatarbed.  Bot,  be  said,  if  this  snbjeot 
was  to  tte  introdnoed,  he  was  willing  to  meet 
the  genllemao  from  Sonth  OaroHna.  The  pre- 
cedent he  had  referred  to,  waa  a  t^eoedeot  set 
larty  times,  and  of  the  Federal  party.  But, 
L  Ur.  UoL.,  it  does  not,  beoanse  it  is  a  pre- 
cedent of  the  Federal  party,  oome  to  me  with 
leas  title  to  respect.  Is  this  the  only  precedent 
of  that  party !  It  is  tbe  precedent  of  a  party, 
says  the  gentleman,  capable  of  enacting  tbe 
alien  and  sedition  laws.  Tnt^  it  is :  and  it  is 
the  precedent  of  a  partj  which  c^anized  tiua 
Qovermoetit,  which  pnt  it  ia  motlcoi,  after 
building  it  up,  and  estabUabed  tbep<dl(iy,  whioh, 
wisely  clierfahed,  had  made  this  natim,  at  tbia 
daj,  proq>OToiia  at  htane,  and  reqwcted  alvoad. 
It  is  the  precedent  of  that  adminiitrstion,  to 
the  wisdom  of  whioh,  time,  whioh  tries  all 
things,  was  fixing  its  seal.  It  is  a  preoedoit  of 
the  same  party  that  establi^ed  the  jndiciary, 
built  np  the  navy,  created  an  arm^,  and  MA  ihe 
foondationa  of  tiie  sjstem  of  national  defence, 
which  has  affc»ded  to  ns  eeoarity  at  home  and 
protMtion  abroad.  Alter  copying  from  that 
par^  all  these  maasarea  of  national  gk»7  and 
proeperitT,  why  will  not  the  faoaorable  gentle- 
man receive  from  it  also  this  i«ecedent,  wbioh 
has  tiie  same  motives,  and  the  same  graat  ob- 
jeota  in  viewl  In  all  other  casea,  the  Federal 
party  consulted  tbe  true  int«rest8  of  the  coon- 
and  their  meaaoree  were  calculated  to 
them,  or  it  has  been  folly  to  adopt 
In  the  caae  now  brought  into  precedent, 
they  had  the  same  obieots  in  viewj  and  t^e 
gentJeman  will  find,  if  ne  adopt  their  policy  in 
this  respect  also,  he  will  reap  the  frnits  of  thia, 
as  he  W  done  of  other  precedents  set  by 

Ur.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  no  di»- 
poeition  to  bty  mnui  <ai  thia  sntdect;  bat, 
holding  the  opinion,  which  be  did,  of  the  most 
deliberate  charaot«r,  that,  not  <Mly  on  this  sub- 
ject, bnt  on  all  others,  thwe  should  be  no 
secrecy  whatever  in  the  prooeedings  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, he  was  not  disposed  to  vote  on  this 
question  now,  without  saying  a  few  words.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  set  a  precedent  now,  to  be 
governed  by  hereafter  in  a  state  of  excitement. 
Is  there  any  exdtemenl  nowf  The  opinion  cf 
every  member  of  the  Honse,  in  regard  to  tbe 
Fre^dential  Fleotion,  is  made  up  decidedly  and 
distincUy,  and  can  be  expressed  in  open  rittlng, 
as  well,  and  no  doubt  as  honestly,  as  if  our  doors 
were  closed ;  and  I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  gen- 
ti^nan  from  Delaware  toy,  ttiat  the  preeenoe  of 
peraona  in  the  galleriea  oonld  bare  no  effect  on 
his  vote :  for  I  am  sore  there  is  not  a  man  in 
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maa,  who  were  iDdiutrioiiB  enonKh  to  get  up 
won,  wooM.  be  able  to  obtain  admlB^on  into 
the  MlleiT— Hr.  F.  asked,  if  bo,  wh  j  dioold  any 
senUeman  wish  to  doea  tbe  galleijt  Let  th«in 
mdnlge  tbeir  oariodiT  In  this  particular — he 
aaw  no  objeotion  to  it    Nor  con)d  he  agree 


waa  not  the  place  for  them,  lie  gentleman  had 
aleo  retemoe  to  a  late  oooadon,  not  more  thau 
a  jear  ago,  growing  oot  of  tliis  Terj  election, 
ia  which  thera  were  some  ■rmptoms  of  dinatia- 
fiKtion  in  the  goDeiiM.  \}lr.  F.  here  was  gtdnc 
to  remark  on  Qiis  iUnstrstion,  loppodiw  it  had 
referenee  to  the  meeting  at  the  O^tol  mi  the 
night  (tf  the  14th  Febmar?  laat,  bnt llr.  Wbioht 
intimated  that  thtit  was  not  the  incident  to  which 
be  referred.]  Hr.  F.  oontinned.  Poor  King 
OanoQB  hanng  been  so  mnch  abnsed  and  spoken 
o^  air,  I  thonght  the  gentleman  mi|^t  liave 
referred  to  that  occasion,  where  I  was  mjaelf 
present — for,  sir,  T  was  one  of  that  reepeotable 
ood;,  and  I  am  ^et  prand  of  it.  I^  however, 
he  meant  not  to  refer  to  that  caee,  I  will  refer 
to  a  caae,  tbe  excitement  of  which,  probably  in 
this  Hoose,  and  in  the  gslleriea,  and  ont  of  the 
Saaae,  never  was,  and  never  can  be,  exceeded. 
I  aUnde  to  the  ICasonrl  qnestion— during  the 
ndnotu  and  protraoted  discnssions  of  which,  no 
distnrttanoe  proceeded  fhtm  tbe  galleries.  I 
■m  not,  tbwefrve,  fbr  setting  a  precedent  now, 
in  antidpotira  of  irtiat  has  never  vet  bqipened. 
It,  sir,  the  Sepreaentatiree  of  the  peo^e,  In 
their  eapaeitT'  ot  individnais,  or  acting  by  Htat«e, 
are  oi^Mble  of  being  operated  upon  bj  disorders 
in  the  galleriesj  it  is  high  dme  for  as  to  go 
borne.  Bot  I  uprehend  no  distnrbance.  In 
bH  the  tojiog  oranmelancea  of  the  Mlseoori 
qneetlon,  as  respeotfol  ooodnot,  at  least,  was 
rahlbited  b7  the  galleriea,  as  hj  the  House 
itael£  A  year  or  two  ago,  we  were  three  or 
four  days  t«Iloting  for  a  ^>eafcer  of  this  Hodm. 
Vaa  tbe  election  of  Preeident  more  important 
Sum  the  election  of  a  Speaker  of  this  Eonse? 
For  himself  dnce  the  amendment  of.the  con- 
atitntion,  he  thonght  the  office  of  Speaker 
aeetnd  in  the  Qovwiunent.  If  we  can  elect  a 
Speaker  wiUioitt  anr  tronble  from  the  gallerias, 
ean  we  not  also  deot  a  Precidentf  I  would  not 
snS^  the  belief  to  go  abroad  among  the  people 
from  onr  over-preoaotions,  that  we  cannot.  It 
had  been  sometimes  said,  in  reference  to  the 
tnovemenls  of  this  Government,  ttiat  the  eye  of 
Eorope  is  upon  ns.  Now,  Hr.  F.  said,  he 
wonld  not,  in  the  eye  of  this  people,  or  of 
Europe,  have  this  Eonse  look  lite  the  Conclave 
of  Oardioals,  tlie  Oonnoil  of  Ten  at  Yenice,  or 
even  the  Btai  Ohamber  of  England.  He  wonld 
have  tbe  election  of  a  Prerident  as  public  as 
possible,  and  let  all  the  paopla,  and  all  the 
wmtd,  see  bU  Uiat  is  done.  There  would  not 
pertu^  be  mnch  to  see;  the  ballot-box  wonld 
M  plaoed  on  tbe  Clerk's  table,  he  preanmed, 
and  the  Statea  would  deposit  their  votes  in  it 
is  called  over — tliat  was  toe  mode  of  proceeding 
In  the  caiHiDa  last  winter,  and  a  more  req>eotable 


and  honorable  Iwdj  of  men,  he  most  saj,  be 
had  never  known,  and  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  whole  world  being  spectators  of  tbe  oere- 
monj.  It  seemed  that  it  was  what  happened 
on  a  late  occasion  at  New  York,  that  the  geD- 
tleman  from  Ohio  bad  referred  to.  Of  that 
State,  itr.  F.  sud — for  she  was  a  great  State — 
he  wonld  avirid  saying  an j  thing ;  bnt,  if  what 
happened  there  bad  happened  Id  Yirginia,  be 
ahonld  have  sud  as  little  as  poeuble  of  it;  for 
the  oconrrence  of  the  distnrbance  in  the  galleries 
of  the  lerislative  body,  argned  as  little  m  favor 
of  the  Ixidy  whioh  did  not  snppreea  end  pnnirii 
the  authors  of  it  as  of  those  who  disgraced 
themselves  by  making  it  As  he  conld  not  sea 
any  reason  for  secrecy,  in  conducting  the  aSUra 
of  Government  sener^j,  he  was  not  wiQing  to 
■anotion  it  in  this  instance.  If  the  Government 
was,  as  the  gentleman  flnm  Delaware  had  sng- 
geeted,  strong  enough  for  the  porpoee  of  seniri- 
ty  at  home,  and  protection  abroad,  it  had  noting 
to  a^rehend  Iran  Reorder  in  the  gaUaiee  en 
this  House,  its  power  being  anfflcient  to  enforce 
dne  rMpect  to  it 

M.  F.  said  he  was  rather  sorry,  for  several 
reasoDB,  that  the  gentleman  from  S.  (brolinn 
shonld  have  allnde^  to  the  old  Federal  party. 
He  had  no  donht  that,  in  every  thing  the  Feder- 
al party  had  done,  not  involving  its  constmction 
of  the  oonstitation,  thinga  were  as  well  dooe  ai 
they  are  now.  The  error  of  that  party  was  in 
not  apportiooing  its  legislation  acd  expenditnre 
to  the  tme  oondilion  of  the  ooontry.  As  to  the 
elder  John  Adams  and  Timothy  f^ckering,  he 
did  not  at  all  approve  th^  oonstitntional  opin* 
ions,  and  no  one  had  been  more  decidedly  op- 
posed to  them:  bnt  a  state  of  things  might 
oocnr,  and  he  did  not  know  but  it  had  occnrred. 
in  which  he  believed  be-  wonld  take  tbe  old 
ones  in  preference  to  it  If  the  doctrines  of  the 
old  Federal  party  were  obnoxious,  be  did  not  see 
that  those  of  the  present  day  were  any  better. 
They  undertook  to  do  every  thing  under  the 
clause  of  tbe  constitution  to  provide  for  the 
general  welfare ;  and  so,  said  Hr.  F.,  do  we,  at 
the  preeent  day. 

One  thing,  Ur.  F.  thon^t  his  friend  fhnn 
Delaware  had  overlooked.  lie  had  said  that  the 
Federal  party  built  a  Navy.  60  they  did,  sud 
Ur.  F.,— and  they  sold  it  too — ot  least,  they 
provided  for  tbe  sale  of  it  The  next  adminis- 
tration carried  the  provision  into  effect,  for  they 
were  a  law-abiding  people.  I  cannot  say  as 
much  fbr  the  present ;  for  I  read  in  tbe  paper 
of  to-day,  that  there  is  a  seventy-four  gup  ship, 
built  under  an  act  expressly  providing  for  such 
vessels,  which  is  pierced  to  carry  a  A«n(IrMl<T«d 
tuo  ffitnt — the  same  which  the  President  and  n 
number  of  other  persons  have  been  lately  on  a 
trip  of  some  seventy  miles,  to  look  at  and 
admire.  On  another  point,  sW  the  geDtlemsn 
from  Delaware  waa  somewhat  defective  in  hii 
statement :  the  federal  administration  did  r^sa 
an  army— but  they  also  disbanded  it  If  ttiat 
administration  was  to  Im  reproached  fbr  any 
Uiing  beyond  an  erroneous  ocKistractiim  of  the 
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oonstitaUoii,  it  wm  merelT  for  the  extent  of 
their  ezpenditim^  Ac,  and  in  that  extent,  the 
latter  daTa  of  thia  halojoti  adminintrntiftn  wen 
as  fiir  in  adrance  of  the  federal  adoiinbtration, 
as  that  admiDiatratioo  tras  in  adranoe  of  pnblio 
tqdnion.  Hi.  F.  oondnded  by  ujing,  that,  as 
he  ma  i^i^nat  aeoreoy  of  everj  deecription  in 
the  affiire  of  Goremment,  he  ehoold  Tote  in 
&Tor  of  tble  amendmenL 

Mr.  Eawltox  again  rose,  and  a^  that  be 
felt  it  dne  to  hinuelf  to  make  a  tot  brief 
reply  to  the  Kentleman  fKnn  Delaware  u  it  waa 
merely  for  the  pnnNMe  at  aanuing  hhn  that, 
in  the  allnaion  vhioh  Im  had  made  to  the  Alien 
and  Sedition  Law,  that  it  waa  neither  hie  !ntw> 
tion  DOT  dedre  to  aronse  from  their  mouldering 
aihee  thoee  embers  of  partj  diatraotiona  wliieh, 
be  thanked  God,  baa  long  rinoe  paned  bj. 
Mooh  lees  waa  it  nis  ol!}e(^  to  fling  impntations 
on  a  partr,  (among  whom  bad  htva  embiaoed 
aoma  of  the  most  Tsloed  and  oheridied  friends 
he  had  on  earth,)  whioh,  on  a  Tarlet?  of  ocoa- 
aions,  tiad  rendered  serrioeatrf  signal  andineati- 
mable  Talne  to  t^  ooimtry.  But  be  would  pnt 
it  to  the  candor  of  the  gentleman  himself  to 
av,  when  he  niged  a  measure  for  onr  ad<»>tion, 
Ml  the  mere  groond  of  aaiharUy,  whether  it 
waa  not  admisrible  for  him  to  show  that  the 
anthori^,  acoording  to  the  popular  v.ndtntani- 
ittg  at  tne  oonntry,  came  rather  in  a  qaestiona- 
bleabttie. 

iir.  E.  aaid  that  he  ahonld  not  deny,  (for  it 
would  be  Dqliist  for  him  to  do  so,)  that  the 
Federal  party  (the  rery  party  which  paased 
the  Alien  and  Seditiou  Law)  had  oontnbnted 
to  the  fcHTiiation  of  those  great  and  'nloable 
institntdona  to  which  the  gentleman  had  refer- 
red. Bat  be  l>elieTed  that  tbey  were,  moat  of 
them,  the  work  of  joint  oouDseli^  and  a  confed- 
erato  patriotism,  when  parties  scarcely  had  a 
oontroUing  inflaenoe  on  public  measnree;  and 
whilst  he  admitted  that  several  distingoiahed 
members  of  the  Federal  party  had  left  a  larxe 
debt  on  oar  gratitude,  he  could  not  be  nnmindml 
of  what  BDch  men  as  Je^non,  Uadison,  and 
Gallatin,  had  done,  in  givyig  effidency  and  pop- 
nlarity  to  the  form  of  oar  GoTenuoent,  by  fix- 
ing the  principles  of  a  wise,  eoonomioal,  and 
prndent  admiuistration.  He  thonght  it,  how- 
ever,  not  a  little  oanstio  and  unkind  in  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware,  to  appropriate  all  that 
bad  been  done  for  the  oonntry,  sa  the  trophiee 
o^f  his  party;  i^  however,  Ihese  were  oonaolv 
tions  fomi^ed  after  the  loss  of  power,  ha  aorelj 
would  not  deprive  hia  friend  of  their  enjoy- 
ment. But,  after  all,  he  had  risen  merely  and 
^BtinoLIy  to  disclaim  any  intention  to  wonud  the 
feelings  of  a  single  gentlemen  on  that  floor,  by 
an  allmion  which  he  thought  had  laid  &irly  in 
his  view. 

Ur.  Hkrob^  of  YirKinia,  then  observed,  that 
he  was  very  Wipy  mat  the  gantlemaii  from 
South  CsroUna  had  made  the  explanation  he 
hadjnst given;  and  he  expresaed  a  hope  that 
all  partv  diviidoos  and  party  feeling  woold  be 
baniabed  on  the  present  occasion.    He  thought 


that  the  obaemttioni  of  the  goitlanan  from 
Delaware,  himself^  had  ahown  that  no  gnat 

SUIT  was  likely  to  teaolt  trom  the  adrnfidoai 
speotatMB.  If  it  was  really  tme,  that  ib» 
sentunenta  of  members  were  not  ooncealed 
fr^nn  each  other,  the  men  doafaigof  the  gallerj 
would  not  operate  to  ocaoeal  tnem  frmn  tlu 
public,  or  materialhr  prevent  any  infloNioe 
from  out  of  doors.  Ifembeia  were  not  under 
any  Iqjimotioa  of  secret^,  and  whatever  waa 
done  within,  would  almost  immediatdy  be 
known  without  There  waa  then  no  end  to  1m 
aooomplisbed  by  the  rule,  but  solely  the  pr^  { 

vention  of  disorder ;  and  the  only  qiHadon  to  hs 
settled  was,  whether  the  rule  was  neoeaaat?  fbr  i 


Hdap 


■  not: 


ooold  oono^ve  no  reason  to  qtprehend  tbs 
niallest  danger  of  it  He  thought  that,  mder 
the  pFotecdon  which  tbey  ei^ojed  on  all  otibw 
days,  the  House  would  be  as  free  from  ^aborb- 
auoe  on  this,  as  on  other  oooaaons.  Aa  to  the 
precedent  whidi  had  been  referred  to,  Mr.  U. 
made  some  remaits,  which,  from  his  podtaoo 
in  the  House,  the  reporter  but  imperfbctlj  ' 
heard. 

Mr,  Wkbbtxb  saidhe  was  afraid  that  an  obae^ 
ration  by  the  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  ap- 
parently  made  in  alIasi<Hi  to  his  lemjarks,  nug^ 
lead  to  miaHiprebension.  He  had  not  intamated 
that  tiie  giulery  mlf^t  be  filled  bv  peraons  not 
entitled  to  oonsideration ;  no  aoeb  tbiog.  He 
only  spoke  of  its  size,  and  then  only  in  oonae- 
qoeuoe  of  the  arKoment  that  the  people  ot  tbo 
United  Statea  mi^t,  trom  the  gaJleriea,  snpcrin- 
tend  the  votes  of  their  Bepreaentatives.  Snpec^ 
intend,  he  believed  was  the  word.  His  honor- 
able friend  from  Ttrginia,  (Hr.  Floyd,)  seeme^ 
in  like  manner,  to  have  mw^prehended  him  io 
this  partdcnlar. 

Even  if  the  galleries  ihonid  be  cleared  during 
the  prooeedingB,  at  the  requeet  of  a  Stale,  thwe 
would  still  be  no  propiie^  In  tweaking  of  the 
proceeding  as  done  m  otmolave,  or  aa  kept  aevet 
from  the  people.  The  Jooraal  would  be  pub- 
lished duly,  as  usnaL  There  would  be  no  in- 
Jauctdo«  of  secrecy.  It  was  a  mere  qaesQoa 
abont  the  orderly  and  deoorons  prooeediog — 
thepolioe,a8itwere— of  the  House.  Aa  totha 
rapposition  that  any  gentleman  wished  to  con- 
eeal  his  vote,  or  to  act  secretly,  there  waa  no  ooa 
who  sappo8«d  snoh  a  wish  to  exist  anywhere 
He  was  willing,  evoir  member  was  willing,  that 
his  vote  ehoold  be  known  to  evwybody.  H« 
bad  known  questions  whi^  he  thought  as  tm- 
portantaatbis.  He  might  agidn.  Theocoaao^ 
howevff,  ndght  attract  a  mnltdtnde,  and  the  i^ 
ject  was  to  secure  order,  and  &«edom  from  r^ 

The  gentleman  from  'Vir^nia  had  otyected  to 
voting  on  qneetiona  of  aqjoormnent,  Ac,  by 
States.  Bnt  it  would  tie  seen  at  once,  thiU,  sa 
the  election  was  to  be  made  by  Statea,  every 
queadon  fiiirly  and  really  incident  to  the  choice, 
ought  to  be  decided  also  by  Statea.  The  oooatt 
tntion  sud  the  Honse  should  tntmedial^  eleot 
a  Preirident    On  the  former  occasiui,  tho  mla 
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was,  that  tb«  Boom  ibonld  proceed,  vitlioiit  in  - 
tetniptfon  from  other  bnriDee^  and  withont  ad- 
JcHiniiiwnt.  to  choose  a  Pntident  But  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  rule  was  fmind  iopraotioabley  in 
fbot,  and  avtdded  aftenrards,  by  voting  on  one 
daj,  that  the  next  ballotins  dionld  not  take 
^ftoe  till  the  next  day.  BotSttaUthenMmbeTa 
vete^  In  &ot,  qaledf  deeiring  in  their  bedt. 
vhile  the  Hoiue,  aooonUng  to  tbe  Jonmal  and 
the  rnle,  was  all  tlte  time  sitting.  The  rote  to 
poetoMie  the  balloting,  from  time  to  time,  was, 
on  that  ooesdon,  ti£sa  hj  States.  The  oom- 
ndttea  had  tbongnt  proper,  on  this  oooasion,  to 
reoommand  ttiat  the  Honse  ndght  a^nm  on 
the  vote  of  a  m^jwi^  (tf  States. 

He  again  hoped  that  too  modi  Importance 
mi^  not  be  attached  to  this  qnestioa  Hehad 
no  fear  erf  anj  mat  Inoonveuenoa  dther  w^. 
He  SAW  no  qne&on  ol  prindple  in  it.  It  was  a 
qnestion  of  eqwdieiMij ;  and  be  remained  (rf 
opinion,  that  the  role  preseTibed  a  lit  oonrse, 
npon  the  whole,  to  be  followed.  He  oertainlj 
was  not  likely  to  reaoest  the  gallery  to  b« 
deared;  bntlfanjgenuemanjOTnntlanentrep. 
rMontipg  another  State,'  shonld  make  sooh  a 
reqneet,  he  thoof^t  it  ought  to  be  granted. 
And,  tberelbre,  be  amvored  the  mlt^  in  its  pres- 
ent state.  Ha  wonU  state  again,  and  wonld 
psrticnlarij  request  the  Hooae  to  omsidw  it, 
that  there  vAgbA  be  inconrenience  and  embar- 
raament,  if  this  qnesticai  wm«  left  tobe  dedded, 
and  ahodld  arise,  after  the  House  had  com- 
menced tbe  prooeedinfb  when  it  mnst  act  bj 
Btatee  and  without  dehate.  To  prevent  sadi 
poHiUe  inoonveuienoe  and  embarnssment  was 
one  oideot  of  the  role. 

Kr.  WmoHT  said,  that,  before  the  qnestion  was 
tikea,be  wished  to  correct  tbe  mlsqiprehension 
of  tbe  gentlenum  frran  Sonth  Owpllna,  (Hr. 
HauLioH,)  as  to  the  remarks  be  fttrmerlfinade 
in  rdation  to  the  kind  of  people  that  wonld 
orowd  the  nllcriee  on  oooaoions  like  the  one 
ocntempiated.  If  I  nnderstood  Urn  arightj  (ssid 
Mr.  W^)  he  soppoeed  me  to  assert  that  none  bnt 
tike  prcMBinte  and  worthless  pec^  of  this  dis- 
trict would  be  fnmd  in  the  gaOertea,  and  that  I 
mosidered  ntme  of  them  worthy  a  place  there, 
ffir,  I  am  not  aware  that  I  said  any  thing  of  the 
people  of  this  district  cf  dty;  and  if  I  did,  I 
never  conid  have  uttered  sentiments  so  entirety 
lor^ga  from  my  feelings  as  those  Impnted.  I 
did  any,  howevw,  that  thoae  who  would  crowd 
the  galleries  on  snoh  ocoadoni  would  be  the 
nn^indpled  and  profligate  potll^dans  of  the 
eonntiy,  ready  fbr  the  ezertaon  of  any  Inflnenoe, 
however  impr^er  and  deq>«rate,  to  eflbot  their 
olijeak  In  this,  ■lr,thepeo[de  of  this  tHj  or 
disMct  were  in  no  way  hniileatod,  and  I  jwo- 
tMt  a^dnet  the  gentbman^  oarrjiiig  these  de- 
elaraboos  into  any  aooonntagdnstthno.  Among 
my  acqaaintanee  in  the  dfy  and  district,  I  am 
'  'o  mk  many  tot  whom  I  enttotain  a  r». 


spect  not  smpaased  by  any  felt  l^  the  gentleman 

himael^  for  them,  or  any  other  persons  whatever. 

The  gentleman  fhnn  Vir^nia  (Hr.  Flotd) 

has  uia,  in  aUnsion  to  what  fbll  frwn  me,  that 


the  inCrigneis  will  not  make  the  galleries  tbe 
theatre  of  thdr  operations.  No,  dr,  not  slto- 
gether.  I  oononr  with  the  gentleman  in  part; 
but  when  they  have  exerted  tbdr  inflnenoe  ont 
of  doofs,  and  aooomplidied  all  within  their  power 
there,  they  will  then  take  poasasBon  (tf  tbe  galler. 
iei^  to  observe  tts  effect  and  oporttioa  here. 

A  word,  sir,  as  to  the  motion.  It  is  to  take 
from  tbe  delegatioQ  of  a  State  the  power  to  clear 
the  galleries.  In  ordinary  cases,  the  Speaker, 
or  any  member  of  the  House,  can  do  it.  When 
we  assemble  to  ballot  far  Frestdent,  we  lose  our 
individoal  oharaoter,  aud  prooeed  as  the  repro- 
sentativee  of  States,  acting  only  as  States ;  aud 
I  can  see  no  danger  in  giving  to  the  representa- 
tives ot  one  soverugnly  the  power  to  deer  tbe 
gaUwies.  It  is  bnt  a  maik  of  respect  to  him, 
and,  In  my  opinion,  it  is  peonllariy  fit  and  proper 
that  he  should  hare  the  power  to  exercise,  if  the 
oooasion  oaUed  fbr  it 

Hr.  MoDumn,  of  S.  0.,  observed,  that  as,  in 
the  oonrw  of  the  debate,  principles  bad  been  ad* 
vanoed,  against  which  he  must  protest,  and 
against  whidi  he  intended  to  vote,  he  wss  de- 
Birons  of  ^ring  the  subject  some  discussion, 
which  the  latenees  of  the  boor  wonld  not,  at 
present,  admit  blm  to  do.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  on  rising  was  put  aooordlngly, 
and  earned,  ayes  69 — noes  71.  So  the  omu- 
mittee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  dt  again. 

Thubsdat,  Pebmary  8. 

EUUiott  <^  ProtdeTit  (y  the  Sovee  of  Stpre- 

leiUalivei. 

On  motion  of  ICr.  Wmoar,  the  House  went 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  fmd  again  took  up  tbe  report  of  the 
ocmmuttee  uipointed  to  prepare  mlee  to  be  ob- 
served, by  the  House,  in  the  election  of  a  Pros. 
ident  of  the  TImt«d  States.  Tbe  qaeetion  re- 
onrring,  from  yeBt«rdsy,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
iHOKiJi,  to  strike  ont  the  last  clanse  of  the 
third  ml&  which  directs  that  the  galleries  shall 
he  cleared  on  the  demand  of  the  ddegation  of  ' 
any  one  8tat« — 

Mr,  Uolhmix  rose,  and  addressed  the  Honae 
as  follows ; 

Mr.  Speaker ;  If  I  oould  sffree  with  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Masaaehusetta,  (Mr.  Web- 
BTKX,^  that  this  is  a  propodtion  of  inooneider- 
able  importance,  I  certainly  should  not  ask  the 
oommittee  to  beatow  any  portion  of  its  atten- 
ti<Hi  npon  any  remarks  of  mine.  It  is  trne, 
that  the  proposition  immediately  ouder  consid- 
eration, la  apparently  c^  but  littie  moment: 
bnt  when  we  adv^  to  tbe  prtndples  inTclved 
In  i^  and  the  consequences  which  may  flow 
from  it,  I  consider  it  a  subject  of  very  Kreat 
impMlanoe.  We  have  been  oorrectlr  told  by 
the  graitieman  from  Delaware,  (1&.  HoLanb,) 
that  this  questitm  derives  its  importsnce,  prin- 
dpally  fiw  the  oimsiderBtion,  thst  onr  deci- 
rion  will  constitute  apreoedent  for  future  times ; 
and  we  are  distindily  called  vpoa  to  adogt  the 
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propceition  nou,  not  in  referanoe  to  «iistiDg 
draimutaiioM— ^ot  with  b  view  to  obviate  aaj 
•atidpated  diatnrbaiMiM  in  the  gallerj  during 
tlte  approaching  eleotion — but  for  the  ditmter- 
e8t«d  purpose  ^  providing  a  preoedoit,  for  the 
•ecnritj  of  thoM  who  are  to  come  after  ui.  A 
little  oonsideratioii,  I  think,  viil  satisfy  the 
oommittee,  that  the  strongest  objeotdon  to  this 
meaBore  grows  out  of  the  fact,  uiat  it  will  be 


oanse  to  t^tprehend  immediate  dangei 
fears  are  entertained  that  our  prooeedings  will 
be  disturbed  or  overawed  bj  an;  iqjadicioiu 
exhibition  of  excitement  or  violenee.  on  the 
part  of  those  who  may  behold  them  Irom  the 
galleries,  why  ahoold  we  adopt  the  propoa' 
ttont  Whence  this  extraordinarj  provicience 
for  the  secnritj  of  oar  snocessors)  Whj 
ahonld  we  thns  grataitoiisl;r  provide  for  dan- 
gers that  may  never  ooonr?  Will  not  thoee 
who  shall  ocoapj  our  places  in  fatnre  time, 
eapable  of  providing  for  the  tranqniUitf  and 
safety  of  their  own  deliberatdons  t  If  in  any 
ftitore  emergency  there  shoold  be  indications 
that  onr  successors  will  not  be  permitted  to  ei- 
eroise  the  most  onbiased  freedom  of  delibera- 
tion, in  performing  the  important  ftuHitioit  <rf 
electing  a  President,  will  the  precedent  we  are 
called  apOD  to  eetablish  be  neoeasarj  to  enable 
them  to  goard  against  the  dangerf  Will  they 
not  have  the  same  power  then,  that  we  have 
now  t    Bat  let  us  look  at  the  other  aide  of  the 

anestion.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  the  adop- 
on  of  this  role  t  It  is  one  of  those  proposi- 
tions which  can  only  be  correctly  ftppreciabed, 
by  taking  into  conuderation  principles  which 
may  seem  to  be  remotely  and  almost  impercep- 
tibly connected  with  IL  What,  then,  are  those 
principles  t  Bir,  we  can  be  at  no  loss  for  an 
answer  to  this  qnestion.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber fh)m  Delaware,  with  Ihat  candor  and  inde- 
pendence which  always  characterise  his  de- 
portment here,  oomee  oat  boldly  and  manfully, 
with  a  distinct  avowal  of  the  principles  npon 
'  which  he  rests  the  defence  of  the  propodtion 
to  clear  the  galleries.  We  are  told  by  that 
gentleman,  that  the  people  have  no  right  to  in- 
spect onr  oondnot  here,  in  rerard  to  this  great 
•nbj'ect,  the  election  of  a  Premdent  of  tJie 
Umted  States ;  that  we  owe  them  no  respona- 
bility  for  onr  conduct  in  the  disohuge  of  that 
dnty,  and  that  they  have  no  risht  to — 

[Hr.  MoLun  here  rose,  by  leave,  to  explain. 
I^  said  he,  I  nnderstand  th«  gentleman  as  re- 
ferring to  any  remark  made  by  me,  he  has  oer- 


bdnly  miswprehended  my  srgament.  I  dis- 
claim taa  intention  of  withholdiog  ih>m  the 
people  of  the  United  States  a  knowledge  of 


proceedings  here.  The  people  have  a  right  to 
know,  and  they  shall  know  them.  The  argn- 
ment  for  which  I  contended  was  this :  That  tiie 
inunediate  coifBldtQenta  of  a  member  of  Congress 
have  no  right  to  instmct  him  in  relation  to  his 
vote  in  the  election  of  a  President :  tiiai  he  is 
wholly  independent  of  his  oonstitaente  in  giv- 


ing  that  vote,  further  than  the  reqwutaibilitr 
which  a  hi^-minded  and  oonaciaitions  maa- 
feds  in  discharging  a  solemn  dn^  devcdved 
t^Mrn  him,  and  his  ultimate  req>oi)^Inli^.  I 
firaely  admitted,  that  the  will  of  a  m^ority  <d 
the  people  of  the  United  Statue  was  wtitlea  to 
great  respect,  not  to  be  easily  pnt  by,  bnt  not 
of  imperative  authority,  on  this  qneetion.] 

Ur.  IfoD.  resuned.  I  gave  way,  with  great 
pleaanre,  to  allow  the  gentleman  fi^m  Delawarw 
an  opportunist^  attaining;  bat  I  do  not  per- 
ceive that  his  explanation  has  materially  varied 
the  doctrines  I  have  ascribed  to  him.  It  is  oer- 
taio,  however,  that  I  have  not  ndsr^iresented 
the  argoment  need  by  that  gentleman  yester- 
day, fbr  I  have  before  me  his  very  words,  taken 
down  as  be  nttered  them,  to  which  I  now  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee.  "  We  ar« 
called  opon,"  sud  he,  "to  act  here,  in  voting 
for  a  PreNoent,  not  as  the  representatives  <$ 
the  people."  "  We  are  not  responsible  to  tkM 
people ;''  and  he  asked,  "  Who  has  a  right  to 
come  here,  and  snperintend  or  inspect  onr  pro- 
ceedings t "  These  are  the  preiuae  words  need 
by  the  gentieman  from  Delaware ;  and,  oon- 
stme  tiiem  as  he  may,  they  convey  dootrinea 
against  which  I  feel  bound  to  enter  my  protest 
This  mle,  eapported  by  these  argnments,  in- 
volves the  idea  that,  in  the  election  of  a  Cliief 
Magistrate  of  the  nation,  we  act  here  whol^ 
independent  of  the  people,  and  are  ander  no 
obligation  to  regard  their  will,  however  solemn- 
ly ezpreesed  anJd  oertunly  ascertained.  What 
woold  be  the  impresuon  carried  down  to  fntnie 
limes,  by  the  adoption  of  this  role,  onder  the 
existing  circomstances  t  If  the  qnestic«.  bad 
been  taken  without  ai^omenl^  and  the  role 
adopted,  varioos  opinions  woold  be  hereafter 
entertained  as  to  its  principle  and  ite  objeota. 
It  might  be  regarded  as  a  mere  matter  of  poliost 
Bnt,  aitor  what  has  occurred,  if  it  were  now  to 
be  adopted  without  some  protest  against  the 
principles  apon  which  it  has  been  vindicated, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  t  It  wonld 
beofone  a  precedent  for  times  lees  pnre,  per- 
haps, than  the  present,  and  wonld  be  expound- 
ed by  the  iVKmnent  of  the  gentleman  frwo 
Delaware.  We  ahonld  thus  contrioate  to  con- 
secrate principles,  which  I  am  sure  this  body 
wonld  never  mtmitionally  sanction.  Are  we 
not  bonnd,  therefore,  by  uie  highest  considera- 
tions, not  only  to  rqect  the  rule,  but  to  set  the 
seal  of  onr  solemn  reprobation  upon  the  argu- 
ments by  which  we  have  been  m^ed  to  adopt  it  t 

Bat,  let  us  for  a  moment  inquire  into  the 
pemicions  uses  to  which  this  role  miy  be  up- 
'led,  as  a  precedent ;  the  only  view  in  which 
advocates  r^^ard  it  aa  of  any  impottaace. 
Whatever  confidence  I  may  have  in  tae  pnrity 
of  the  present  Honse  of  Rei^eeentative^  I  oan- 
not  dose  my  eyes  upon  the  probabili^  that  its 
members  will  not  alwaya  be  elevated  above  the 
reach  of  corruption.  Boppose^  then,  that  iomo 
fnture  House  of  Representatives  should  reaolra 
to  elect  a  President  from  comtpt  motives,  ench 
as  woold  certunty  expose  them  to  the  axeorfr 
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tioiu  of  an  indignADt  people :  How  vonld  tliej- 
proceed  I  TMx  iitt  step  would  be  to  oloee 
the  galleriea,  aitd  ezolnde  tiie  public  eje  &om 
■o  imoMdiate  viev  of  their  proceedings.  Bnt 
iroald  tbej  stop  here  I  Ko,  air;  they  would 
bftve  it  in  their  power  to  oover  their  coudnct 
with  a  Tdl  of  impenetrsble  and  eternal  mys- 
tery, by  laying  upon  the  Eoose  an  iigonotion  of 
•eereoy.  Nor  would  the  temptation  to  adopt 
Booh  a  measnre,  be  greater  than  tJie  facility  of 
it*  adoption.  By  the  mlea  reported,  the  House 
acts  by  States  on  all  qnestiona  inoidental  to  the 
election.  There  are  six  or  seven  States  repre- 
■ented  here,  upon  an  svera^  by  little  more 
than  a  member  each,  and  thir^  or  forty  mem- 
bers, repreeentiiig  a  nu^ority  of  States,  conld^ 
by  oo-operation,  decide  any  qaestioo.  And 
flios  wonld  yoQ  plaoe  it  in  the  power  of  a  small 
and  oompt  minority,  to  screen  their  oondact 
forever  mim  the  view  of  thoee  to  whom  they 
are  re^onrible.  If^  as  wo  have  been  told,  we 
are  to  establish  a  precedent  for  times  less  pore 
than  the  present,  let  as  not  pnt  an  instrnment' 
into  the  hands  of  the  onprincipled  and  ambi' 
tions,  by  which  they  oan  meet  effectnallj  coq- 
■tmimate  tlieir  ecnmpt  and  nefarioos  par}>osee. 

Let  me  now  solicit  the  serious  attention  of 
the  committee,  to  the  extraordinary  dootrine 
arowed  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  Are 
we,  Indeed,  independent  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  exercise  of  the  high  trust 
of  electing  a  Pre^dent !  Do  we  oease  to  be 
their  repreeentatiTes,  when  we  resolve  omv 
■dree  into  an  doctoral  college,  to  perform  that 
fimotion  ?  Are  we  to  make  a  selecdon  without 
refereooe  to  tijeir  will,  however  solomnly  and 
oonatitati<mally  ezpreeaed  %  Are  we  to  assume 
the  character  of  independent  jndgee,  aotioK  for 
ooraelvee,  and  not  for  the  people  f  I  wiU  at- 
tempt to  establish  the  uc^aliTe  of  these  qnes- 
tiona.  There  are  many  of  oar  pnblic  men,  who 
stand  high  in  the  eslimaMon  of  the  oomitry, 
and  who.  have  made  a  distinguished  fi^re  in 
the  aervice  of  the  repnblio,  who  maiutam  that 
«v«n  in  oar  legislatiTe  capadty,  we  are  bonnd 
to  yield  implicit  bbedioiceto  U)e  known  will  of 
onr  oonatitDeiits,  however  asoert^ed,  A  sig- 
Bsl  instance  of  the  ju-actioal  recognition  of  this 
principle,  was  exliibited  some  six  or  eight  years 
ago,  in  relation  to  the  oelebratod  oompensation 
law.  That  measare,  by  which  the  members  of 
Congress  provided  for  the  increase  of  their 
own  pay,  produced  a  degree  of  popular  eicite- 
meut  and  dissatisfaction,  which  no  qnestion,  of 
the  same  apparent  magnitude,  had  ever  pro- 
dnodd  be&re.  And  whid  was  uie  consequence ! 
The  same  Ooogreaa,  at  the  very  next  season, 
almost  betkve  we  members  were  warm  in  their 
■eate,  took  steps  to  repeal  the  obnoxiona  law ; 
aad  a  mi^rity  <^  Uhmo  who  voted  fbr  its  re- 
peal, avowedly  did  to,  ag^nst  their  own  delib- 
erate convictums,  because  it  was  the  known 
wish  of  thrar  coiutttneDlo.  But,  tar,  there  ia  a 
pl^n  and  striking  distinction  between  the  rela- 
tion we  bear  to  oar  constituents  in  disohar^ng  the 
'       '        if  legislation,  and  that  wnioh 
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we  bear  to  them,  in  performini^  the  extraordi- 
nary electoral  ftmction  of  choosins  a  President. 

My  ovm  opinion  always  has  oeen,  (and  I 
should  be  miworthy  the  seat  I  oooupy,  i^  en- 
tert^ning  that  opinion,  I  were  now  to  conceal 
or  suppress  it,)  that,  in  matters  of  general 
legislation,  the  representative  is  not  absolutely 
tioimd  by  the  will  of  his  constituents,  because 
he  is  Ixiund  by  the  still  higher  and  paramoont 
obligation  of  the  constitution  itself.  By  that 
instrument,  "  all  legislative  power  is  ve^ed  in 
Congress,"  Kow,  what  is  legislative  power  f 
What  does  the  term  "le^^ation"  necessarily 
involve!  Inquiry,  investigation,  argnment,  de- 
liberation, are  its  essential  elementa.  The  del- 
egation, therefore,  of  the  power  to  legislate,  is, 
&om  the  very  nature  of  the  Amotion,  the  dele- 
gation of  a  discretionaiy  power.  If  we  are 
sent  here  to  inquire,  to  investigate,  to  s^gQe, 
and  to  deliberate ;  the  laws  we  pass  should,  <« 
course,  be  the  result  of  these  mental  operar 
tiona.  Bnt  what  is  the  nature  of  the  trust 
which  we  are  about  to  perform  with  closed 
doors,  under  the  idea  that  we  ore  under  no  re- 
sponsibility at  all  to  the  people,  for  the  manner 
in  which  we  may  discharge  it  t  Is  it  a  power 
which,  like  that  of  legislation,  the  constitntitm 
snppceee  the  people  to  be  incapable  of  perform- 
ing? Freclsdy  tiie  reverse,  sir.  The  Consti- 
tution  cf  the  United  States,  both  in  theory  snd 
praotio^  distinctiy  involves  the  idea,  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  not  oapable  of 
"iahi"g  laws,  bat  that  they  art  capable  of  making 
a  President.  That  constitution  provides  that 
Hie  President  shall  be  elected,  if  possible,  by  the 
people.  The  primary  effort  to  make  a  choice 
IS  mode  by  the  people.  This,  then,  is  obviooalT 
the  favorite  mode  of  the  constitution,  for  the 
eleotion  of  the  President.  As,  therefore,  the 
constitution  assumes  that  the  people  are  oapa- 
ble of  m^ng  this  election,  and  prescribes  the 
mode  in  whioh  their  will  shall  be  expressed ; 
their  preference,  whatever  it  may  be,  and  to 
the  extent  at  least  that  it  is  indioated  by  the 
electoral  vote,  reoobea  as  through  the  r^julsr 
channel  ordained  bv  the  constitution, — and  ia 
not^  OS  must  generally  be  the  case  with  Instruo- 
tions  on  matters  of  legislation,  the  mere  ebulli- 
tion of  popular  meetings,  roused  into  action  by 
some  temporar7  excitement  So  that  the  wiU 
of  the  people,  on  this  sntiject,  oomee  to  ns,  con- 
secrated and  enforced  by  the  constitution  itsel£ 
What,  then,  is  the  ai^nment  of  the  advocates 
(^  the  proposed  rule)  That  we  are  bound  by 
Instfuctions  on  matters  of  leg^ation,  which  the 
oonititntlon  supposes  the  people  to  be  incapa- 
ble of  performing ;  and  yet,  in  the  performance 
of  (u  act,  which  the  constitution  supposes,  and 
justly  Buppoees,  the  people  to  be  more  capable,  be- 
cause morewortiiyof  performing,  than  ourselves, 
and  which  devolves  upon  us  by  an  unavoidable 
contingency  only,  we  ore  under  no  obligation  to 
regard  their  opinion,  nor  subject  to  any  napoa- 
sibilitj  for  the  manner  in  which  we  treat  itt 

Never  was  there  a  more  paradoiioal  am- 
ment  advanced,  in  a  grave  deaberation.    WSat 
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does  it  amonnt  tot  Neither  more  nor  lem, 
than  that  the  people  know  bow  to  make  l&ws 
better  than  we  do ;  and  that  we  are  more  wor- 
tiij  of  the  tnvst  of  makiDg  a  Prendeut,  than 
the  people.  This  is  palpablj  inverting  the 
principles  of  .the  ooDstitntioii.  Vpoa  what 
prinoiple  is  it,  that  the  people  of  the  TTnit«d 
States  hATO  retained  in  their  own  hands  the 
power  of  electing  a  President,  and  hare  not  re- 
tfdned  a  single  vestige  of  the  power  of  legiaU- 
tioi^  on  the  general  oonoems  of  the  repablio  I 
A  Bin^e  glanoe  at  the  sabjeot  will  aat^tf  aaj 
one  1^0  comprehends  the  terms  of  the  propo- 
rtion, that  acts  of  le^slation  eannot,  in  uie  na- 
ture of  thingB,  be  perfbrmed  bj  a  mnltitode  of 
people,  di^OTsed  over  a  vast  territorj,  like  tliat 
of  the  United  States.  If  everj  citiien  were  a 
statesman,  still  would  thej  be  inc^able  of 
legislstion ;  becaose  they  conld  not  have  those 
preliminary  consoltationa,  and  that  mntoal  in- 
terchange of  ideas,  which  most  neceessiilv  pre- 
oede  every  istelliMnt  aot  of  general  l^isUtion. 
They  have,  thereiore,  delected  that  power  en- 
tirely and  ezdosively  to  Oongreas.  Bat  have 
they  the  same  obstacles  to  sormonnt,  in  eleot- 
ing  a  President  f  Are  any  preliminai7  consul- 
tations and  interchanges  of  ideas,  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  perform  that  aotf  On  the  con- 
trary, every  citizen  gives  Ms  soffltage  with  more 
coolness,  deliberation,  and  wisdom,  in  the  bal- 
lot-bos of  his  own  vicinity,  than  he  wonld  if 
all  the  people  of  the  United  Btates  were  col- 
lected blether.  The  people,  therefore,  have 
retained  the  power  of  electing  the  President, 
under  the  idea  that  they  are  a  safer  depository 
of  that  power,  than  any  which  hnman  wisdom 
conld  possibly  devise.  This,  dr,  is  the  nriiiu- 
ple  of  the  coastitatioD ;  and  it  is  the  pmciple 
of  eternal  tnith.  All  expeiienoe  has  aanotdfled 
and  confirmed  it.  The  history  of  every  people 
capable  of  freedom,  demonstratee,  that,  in 
selecting  offioers,  even  of  the  highest  grade,  they 
are  folly  competent  to  form  a  correct  jadgment 
of  the  piecoliar  qnslifications  demanded  by  any 
etnergencv,  or  required  for  any  office.  Look 
into  the  history  of  those  repnblios  that  have 
gone  before  ns.  Where  do  yon  find,  illnstrat- 
ing  eitlier  the  civil  or  militsiy  departments  of 
any  nation,  statesmen  or  generals  ot  more  ele- 
Ttfed  flhsrscters  and  ^lendid  Midowments, 
tiian  Uiose  that  were  elected,  even  by  the  wild  i 
demoontOT  of  Athens,  or  the  conflicting  com- ' 
pound  of  aristooraoy  and  democracy,  that' 
swayed  the  destinies  of  Rome  I  All  the  distin- 1 
gniuied  patriots  and  statesmen,  who  reflected 
■0  mncb  ^ory  ig>on  those  agee^  and  left  snch 
noble  ezsmples  to  reanimate  the  slnmberinK 
geuins  of  saooeeding  generatiooa,  v&te  devated 
to  ofBce  by  the  onoice  of  the  people.  Sir, 
If  there  be  any  fimction  which,  in  the  oiguiio 
operations  of  rfvil  society,  the  people  are  peon- 
liariy  qualified  to  perform,  it  is,  by  a  sort  of 
instuotive  peR^ptitm,  which  seems  almost  to 
rise  above  reason,  the  selection  of  men  best ' 
oaloolated  to  represent  them  in  importsnt  po- 
Utioal  statioos.   If  pabUo  men  are  distdngnished  I 


by  the  aaoendency  of  their  talents,  the  eleva- 
tion of  thrir  ohaiaoters,  or  by  diMnterested  de- 
votion to  their  oonntry,  my  life  nptm  it,  these 
exalted  qoalitiee  will  neither  ernqie  the  atten- 


tion of  tiie  pe^le,  nor  &U  to  make  the  »ito- 
~~lat&  ooiTespoiiding  impreadon.  TAsy  nave 
eelfidk  pnrposea,  no  ambitions  SBtriratioDs, 


no  sear«t  and  sinistw  deedgiu,  to  yhvaitc 
pervert  the  free  and  impartial  ezodae  <rf  their 
jndgmenta.  It  is,  in  the  natnre  of  things  im- 
possifale  that  they  should  have.  AU  th^  feel- 
ings are  essentiaUy  patriotic.  Th^  r^Jinoe 
oiuy  In  the  glory  and  pToq»erity  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  are  prond  of  the  opportmuty  trf'  elevat- 
ing to  power,  thoee  who  are  beet  qiudified  to 
promote  these  great  ends.  Sir,  the  dory  and 
prosperity  of  the  conntry  is  their  ^017  and 
proq»erity ;  and  what  other  possible  ot!Je«t  can 
they  have,  in  deeding  a  Frealdentl  iular  all, 
the  quali^  most  essential  in  the  eleotttm  of  that 
great  o^er,  wielding,  as  he  does,  the  vast 
pateonage  of  a  great  and  growing  oomitiT^  «i 
on  hont*t  pufvoss.  This  you  willalways  find 
with  the  people ;  but  man  is  not  man,  if  yon 
always  find  it 'anywhere  else. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  ground  which  di»- 
tingnishes  the  election  of  a  Premdent  by  this 
Hooee,  from  an  aot  of  legislation-  and  diowa 
that  the  obligation  which  the  popWar  will  im- 
poses npon  the  representative,  should  be  mndi 
stronger  in  the  former  case  than  in  the  latter. 
In  the  (ffdlnary  case  <^  l^islation,  we  are,  in 
most  instances,  called  npon  to  aot  npon  emer- 

Cies^  of  sodden  and  unexpected  ooourrenoei 
onrreDt  of  evoits  is  in  a  perpetual  fiuotn»> 
tion ;  droomstances  are  oontinnaUy  preeenting 
themselves  in  new  oombinatitms,  which  no  one 
conld  antioipate,  and  which  must,  nevertheless, 
constitute  tiie  basis  of  legislation.  For  exam- 
jde,  before  we  came  here,  none  of  ns  knew  that 
we  should  be  balled  upon  to  give  a  vote  re- 
specting the  Onmberland  Boad,  the  Delaware 
and  Obeeapeake  Oanal,  or  the  Si^preesion  of 
Rracy,  Topics  like  these  are  continnallT 
ntrin^ng  up,  which  we  must  decide,  before 
they  have  even  been  the  subject  of  delibera- 
tion among  the  people.  But  what  is  the  nar 
ture  ot  Qitt,  question,  which  we  shall  be  called 
upon  to  decide  on  Wednesday  neztf  And 
what  are  the  circumstances  under  which  we 
shall  decide  it  t  It  is  a  question  which  has  been 
distinctly  presented  to  Uie  people,  for  consider- 
ation, by  the  oanstUMtiaa;  and  has-  been,  for 
the  last  four  years,  fully  and  fteely  discussed 
before  the  peoplis  with  an  immediate  view  to 
the  exerdse  of  the  highest  poww,  and  meet 


to  preside  over  their  desti- 
nies. It  is  a  question,  therefore,  which,  frtnn 
the  very  mode  of  its  recurrence,  most  alwaya- 
be  presented  to  as,  after  it  has  undergone  the 
deliberate  examination,  and,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  decimon  of  the  )p^(^le. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  coustitution 
on  this  subject,  which  leads  us  still  more  dear- 
ly to  the  oondnsion,  that,  in  the  seleotioa  tA  m 
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Pnrident  from  the  candidates  preeented  to  ns 
bj  tlie  people,  we  are  bound  to  regard  their 
mil  u  the  role  of  our  ctmdact.  I  will  Qbw- 
tavte  it,  b^  putting  a  ease,  to  which  I  request 
tiiA  p&rtlcnlar  attentioii  of  the  geaUemaa  from 
Ddawore,  tbat  he  maj  obviate  the  inferenoe 
which  I  shall  d«dnoe  from  it,  if  ha  osn.  Sup- 
pose that  one  of  the  candidat«s  should  receire 
one  htmdred  and  thirty  electoral  votes;  the 
mtfjorit7  reqnimte  to  a  oboioe  being  one  hnn- 
drad  and  thir^-one — is  that  candidate  chosen 
Freddentt  Yon  saj,  anaredl^  he  ia  not. 
Why  is  he  not  chosen  t  Becanse  he  has  not 
ooneliuiTe  evidence  that  a  m^ority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  prefer  him  to  naj  oth- 
er candidate.  Even  the  largeet  plurality,  short 
of  a  m^ority,  does  not  complete  the  Section. 
For  what  snrpoae,  then,  is  it  sent  here  I  That 
va  may  elect  a  man  who  nnites  only  a  small 
minority  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stat«e  in 
hia  fiiTor  t  This  would  be  abmrd.  The  reatm 
why  tite  election  devolves  npon  us,  demon- 
itratGB  the  oijeet  for  which  it  is  sent  here.  It 
deTolres  uptm  ns,  rimply  because  the  constitn- 
tion  win  not  place  the  sceptre  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  any  man  who  u  tuit  praerred  to  any 
otbar,  by  a  mfOonty  of  the  people ;  and,  there- 
fore^ I  infer,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
the  three  highest  candidates  are  seat  to  ub,  in 
order  that  we  m^  select  the  one  who  u  pre- 
ferred by  A  majority  of  the  people.  The  doo- 
farine  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  there- 
Ibre,  is  in  diroct  violation  of  the  very  principle 
of  the  constitution,  which  impoeee  npon  ns  the 
dni^  of  electing  a  Freddent. 

"Aiere  is  yet  another  reason  which  operates 
with  great  force  on  my  mind,  in  favor  of  oon- 
■dering  the  members  of  this  House  the  mere 
(xvana  of  t^e  popular  will,  on  this  question. 
It  Is  this.  If|  in  the  discharge  of  our  le^sla- 
tive  dnty,  we  pass  a  law  vMoh  is  unwise,  and 
In  its  operation  injurious  to  the  country — the 
remedy  is  easy  ana  obvioos.  The  people  ruse 
their  voices  against  it ;  they  discard  the  offend- 
ing representatives,  and  the  obnoxions  law  is 
rtf>ealed.  But  if  it  should  happen  on  this,  or 
sny  fatuTB  oooasion,  that  this  House  should 
elect  a  Preudeut  ftomseldsh  and  corrupt  mo- 
ttvei^  where  is  the  remedy?  There  can  be 
aoae.  The  deed  is  done.  It  is  irre<Mmable. 
Even  tlie  perpetrators  may  repent,  in  sackcloth 
md  adiea,  but  there  Is  no  power  that  can  do 
away  the  iniqnity.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
tlut  if  we  do  not  recognise  the  right  of  the 
people  to  control  our  votes  by  instructions,  we 
act  wht^y  witliout  req>onribility.  It  la  in  vain 
titat  they  have  tlie  right  to  disn^  the  unfaith- 
fkd  representatives  frcan  their  service.  Though 
tlw  exam^e  might  operate  as  a  terror  to  futnre 
transgressor^  yet  the  work  of  cornqition  would 
atiQ  rem^  and  the  administration,  though  de- 
tested and  execrated  by  an  indignant  peo^e, 
ironld  m^tsin  it«  odious  and  distraoted  rule, 
during  the  whole  constitutional  period.  The 
Tuy  circnmstanoe  that  the  act  is  in  its  nature 
fnevooalile^  makes  the  denial  of  the  right  of 
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instroction,  eqnivalent  to  an  ahsolnte  denial  of 
all  req)onsibi]ity  whatever,  on  the  part  of  the 
represaitetive. 
There  is  another  view  of  Om  sobjeot,  iuvolv- 

SoooMderations  of  great  delicacy,  to  which 
el  bound,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee.  What,  sir,  is  ^e 
peculiar  nature  of  the  power  we  are  about  to 
exercise^  as  it  respects  our  own  honor  and  rep- 
utation I  When  I  am  called  npon  to  give  my 
opimon  upon  any  measure  of  general  policy,  or 
to  co-operatd  in  the  passage  of  a  law,  in  which 
my  constituents  and  myself  are  equally  inter- 
ested ;  if  I  discbarge  that  dnty  aooording  to  my 
own  best  abQi^  and  judgment,  though  my  con- 
duct should  expose  me  to  disawrobatkai  and 
censure,  yet  I  can  elevate  my  nead,  not  only 
with  a  consciousness  of  my  own  pmity,  but 
with  the  still  prouder  consciouBnesB  that  no 
man  tMptelt  me  of  dishonor.  But  what  must 
be  the  feelings  of  every  high^ninded  and  hon- 
orable man,  when  called  upon  to  perform  that 
duty  which  will  soon  (and,  I  trust  in  God,  for 
the  last  time)  devolve  upon  this  House  ? 
Though  his  heart  mii^t  be  as  pore  as  the  prin- 
ciples of  OUT  holy  rengion,  ana  his  conduct  as 
disinterested  aa  patrii^em  itself  yet,  should  ha 
act  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  his  constituents, 
to  what  ungenerons  impotations  must  he  not 
unavoidably  subject  himselff  Acting,  aa  he 
doee,  in  the  midst  of  temptations,  which  even 
the  most  virtuous  find  it  more  easy  to  avoid 
than  to  retist,  how  many  will  be  ready  to  point 
at  him  the  finger  of  scorn,  exdainaing,  as  he 
paases,  "  There  goes  the  man  who  abandoned 
his  constitnente,  and  sold  his  coontry  1  "  In 
vain  does  his  oonstnence  acquit  him ;  in  v^ 
does  he  seek  for  consolation  in  the  consdous- 
sese  of  his  own  integrity.  To  a  mind  of  nice 
sensibility,  there  is  something  both  mortiiying 
and  degniding  in  the  idea  of  Deingtbe  obJeoL 
even  <^  nnmerited  guspidon.  when  oalled 
upon  to  act,  under  snoh  embarratring  cicenm- 
taucea,  should  we  not,  therefore,  anzionsly 
adopt  for  tiie  regulation  of  oui  conduct,  a 
sound  and  steady  principle,  npon  which  onr 
honor  may  securely  repose,  free  from  the 
breath  of  snapicion  f  If  we  take  the  will  of 
our  constituents  as  our  guide,  we  shall  come  to 
the  dischaige  of  the  important  trust  in  ques- 
tion, with  our  powers  of  attorney  in  our  pock- 
ets, and  om-  prindples  inscribed  on  our  fore- 
heads. Ko  speculations  will  be  then  indulged, 
as  to  the  motives  of  our  preference ;  and  we 
shall  act  under  the  cheemg  and  consolatory 
conviction,  that  even  malignity  cannot  insinu- 
ate that  any  secret  hope,  or  latent  expectation 
of  reward,  has  induced  ns  to  disregard  the 
will,  and  sacrifice  the  interestB,  of  onr  oonatitQ' 
ents.  Sir,  I  do  solemnly  declare^  in  the  pres- 
ence of  my  God,  that  if  the  election  of  a  Pres- 
ident were  a  duty  of  frequent  recurrence,  and  I 
were  called  upon  to  discharge  it  npon  princi- 
ples, or  under  cironmatasoes,  that  would  exposo 
me  to  such  imputafion&  I  voold  rerign  my 
seat,  and  abandon  pnblu  liib  forever,  rather 
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dian  pnt  it  in  the  power  of  mdioe  to  aasail  mj 
repntiitioD,  by  cha^^es  bo  plausible. 

I  will  coll  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delswsre  to  a  Tieir  of  this  qnestJou, 
vhtch  I  request  him  to  consider,  as  (what  I 
know  him  to  be)  a  Jailioious,  a  practical  statea- 
miu.  We  have  thns  &r  looked  at  the  theory 
and  pbilosophj  of  the  constitation ;  let  as  now 
advert,  for  a  moment,  to  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  GoTemment. 

The  gentleman  has  told  OB,  that  we  should 
Geleot  the  man  whom  onr  own  Judgment — "  oar 
iad^endent  jnigtaeat,"  shaU  incQcate,  as  iett 
ywil^fied  to  W  the  Presidential  office,  without 
respect  to  the  opiniona  or  wiahea  of  the  people. 
8ir,  tbe  first  qnalif  cation  of  the  Cliief  Uagis- 
trate  of  a  BepnbUo,  it  the  omfideMe  of  On 
people;  and  no  man,  who  has  not  that  confi- 
dence, can  be  either  entitled  or  qualified  to  ex- 
ercise the  powers  that  belong  to  that  exalted 
station.  Suppose  we  were  perfectly  oertaiii 
that  the  man  whom  oar  independent  judgment 
would  select,  as  be^  qualified,  would  be  op- 
posed by  the  deliberate  will  of  four-fifths  of 
the  people.  Wonld  we  have  a  right  to  elect 
himf  "Oh,  yea,"  says  the  gentleman,  "the 
oonstitution  gives  us  the  right."  I  know  we 
have  the  phy»csl,  and,  if  you  will,  the  consti- 
tatdoual  power  i  but  that  is  not  the  qneetion. 
Have  we  the  moral  right  I  la  it  conaistent 
with  onr  duty,  as  representatives  of  the  people  t 
Oentlemeu  may  talk  as  much  as  they  please 
about  our  prerogative,  as  "  indepeodent  Judg- 
es," and  atter  niecious  and  imposing  disserta- 
tions upon  the  rights  of  conscience ;  but,  if  we 
elect  a  President  m  direct  contradiction  to  the 
known  will  of  the  people,  what  will  be  the  in- 
evitable consequence)  Yon  clothe  him  with 
the  emblems  of  power,  without  the  aabstance  \ 
yon  impose  upon  him  the  highest  of  all  reapon- 
ubilities,  without  the  power  of  fulfilling  tiie 
obligations  growing  out  of  that  responubility. 
In  a  word,  sir,  yon  pot  the  sceptre  into  his 
hand,  and,  in  the  very  act  of  placiuK  it  Uiere, 
jou  paralyze  the  arm  that  is  to  wield  it 

Let  OS  look  a  little  more  minntely  into  the 
natnre  and  operation  of  public  opinion,  as  con- 
nected with  this  subject. 

If  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  never 
been  called  upon  to  examine  Ibis  question,  and 
express  their  will  in  relation  to  it ;  if  it  were  a 
prmi^ple  of  the  constitution  that  the  Chief 
Maffistrat«  of  the  Republic  should  be  elevated 
by  lot ;  and  if  chance  wece  to  cast  the  offi(» 
upon  a  man  who  was  not  their  choice,  and  who 
had  not  their  confidence ;  I  believe  they  would 
patiently  acquiesce,  although  their  will  should 
be  defeated.  £nt,  when  the  constitntion  has 
made  it  tlieir  right  end  their  dut^  to  examine 
the  question,  and  express  their  will  npon  it ; 
and  when  they  see  that  will  defeated  by  hu- 
man agency,  the  agencyi  too^  of  their  own  rep- 
resentatives ^  is  it  in  the  natnre  of  things  that 
they  should  not  feel  deeply  indignant  at  the  au- 
thors of  so  glaring  an  outrage  upon  their  most 
eacred  rights  ?    &  it  to  be  expected  that  fhej 


wonld  calmly  and  qnietiy  submit,  when  their 
constitutional  will  has  been  oontemned  by  their 
representatives?  Are  thej,  indeed,  the  mere 
stocks  and  stones,  which  sneh  insensibUit; 
would  imply !  8ir,  I  uncerely  hope,  as  I  con- 
fidentiy  hetieve,  that  they  are  not.  It  wonld 
be  ■  fearful  omen  if  they  were.  It  would  go 
far  to  prove,  what  the  argaments  of  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Delaware  seem  to  imply,  tjiat  Uiey 
are  incapable  of  exercising  this  high  attribute 
of  self-government  But  the  suppoution  is  a 
libel  npon  the  people.  If  you  were  to  elect  a 
President,  upon  the  principles  and  nnder  the 
circumstances  I  have  supposed ;  yon  would  ele- 
vate him  only  to  be  a  more  conspicuous  object 
of  public  reprobation  i  a  miserable  effigy  of 
power;  a  common  target,  at  which  a  high- 
minded  people  would  level  their  just  indigna- 
tion. Sir,  a  lofty  and  generons  ambitioD  would 
disdun  to  accept  power  under  such  tircum- 
stancea. 

I  presume  I  shall  not  expose  myself  to  the 
imputation  of  fiattering  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  (and  God  knows  I  luve  never  been 
a  flatterer,  either  of  the  people  or  their  rulers,) 
when  I  ascribe  to  them  as  much  virtue  and  in- 
telligenoe,  .as  has  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any 
people  on  earth.  Kor  shall  I  be  considered  as 
advanciqg  an  extraordinary  proposition,  when 
I  afGiin.  that  onr  Government  is  constructed, 
and  oagnt  to  be  administered,  with  as  much  re- 

Sard  to  the  will  of  the  people,  as  that  of  Great 
■ritain — or,  to  pnt  a  clearer  case,  that  of 
France  in  the  days  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon. 
Tet,  in  neither  of  these  Goremments  were  the 
principleB  of  the  gentieman  from  Delaware 
ever  carried  into  e^ct  They  never  were  car- 
ried into  practical  qperation  by  any  civilized 
Government,  holding  jurisdiction  over  an  inl«l- 
ligent  population,  □cu',  until  the  nature  of  man 
is  chan^d,  will  they  ever  be.  As  respects 
Great  Britam,  where  time  and  experience  nave 
adjusted  the  operation  of  the  political  system, 
certain  principles,  recognizing  the  o<Hitrolling 
infiuence  of  popular  opinion,  have  been  so  long 
settied  by  the  practice  of  the  Kiecutive  Uov- 
emmont,  that  tney  are  now  considered  fonda- 
mentaL  No  admmistration  ever  thinks  of  re- 
taining power,  with  a  m^ority  of  the  people 
against  them.  How  often  have  we  seen  mo 
King,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  the  nation, 
discard  from  his  service  ministers  in  whom  he 
still  reposed  the  most  undiminished  confidence, 
and  sdect  others,  not  in  conformity  with  the 
dictates  of  his  own  "independent  judgment," 
but  in  compliance  with  the  will  of  the  people. 
Their  confidence,  and  not  his,  is  the  point  upon 
which  the  ezist^nce  of  an  administration  de- 
pends. Bir,  there  never  has  been  a  minister  in 
England,  not  excepting  the  late  Lord  Castio- 
reagh,  who  would  nave  nerve  enoagh  to  take 
the  seals  of  office  upon  the  principles  main- 
tained by  the  gentieman  from  Delaware.  I^ 
then,  in  a  country  where  the  authority  of  tba 
Executive  Government,  in  addition  to  its  m ' 
patronage,  is  invested  with  the  a 
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natiuaQr  reanlta  from  ita  hereditary  oharacter, 
it  is  pnieticallj  demonstrated  bj  the  experience 
of  ■  century,  that  no  administration  can  main- 
tain  Itself  agtunst  the  will  of  the  nation — how 
deroerate  would  be  the  experiment  of  eteatii^ 
k  President  against  the  popular  will,  in  this 
eonntry,  where  the  people  are  more  genertllj 
intelligent,  the  Government  more  popular  in  its 
ei^anization,  and  the  Eieentive  Department 
destitnte  of  the  adventitioiia  inBoenoe  which 
belongs  to  an  hereditary  monarchy  1  Even 
BoDKpArte  himadf^  when  supported  by  two 
inmdred  thousand  bayonets,  and  wielding  the 
whole  military  power  of  France,  was  compelled 
at  flQ  times  to  acknowledge  the  sapremaoy  of 
tbe  national  will.  Bnoh  was  his  own  dedara- 
tioo,  after  he  had  fallen  from  power,  when 
viewing  the  reb«speot  of  his  erentfol  li^  witb 
the  eye  rather  of  a  philosopher  than  a  mon- 
arch. If  this  migh^  aavereign  was  compelled 
to  admit  tiie  omni^tenM  S  pnblio  epinion, 
what  a  wretched  spectaele  ef  debility  and  dis- 
teaction  should  we  have,  if  U  ahonld  ke  disre- 
garded in  the  election  of  a  BepabUesn  Prmi- 
flentl  Sir.  a  Frerident  elected  npon  snoh  prin- 
^ples,  wonld  be  an  object  rather  to  be  despised, 
than  dreaded ;  for  he  wonld  soon  find,  that  he 
had  Tery  little  power,  either  for  good  or  for 
«Til,  I  will  now  say  a  few  words  in  answer  to 
-an  impoeiiig,  but,  in  my  opinion,  daceptJTe  ar- 
gnmrait,  ni^ed  by  the  gentleman  frvm  Dela' 
ware.  He  asks— If  we  are  bound  to  obey  the 
win  of  onr  constitaents,  how  can  we  ever  make 
an  election,  lince  that  obligation  wonld  cou- 
-strain  tiie  friends  of  each  candidate  to  adhere 
to  him  throaghout  the  oootwtt  Now,  there 
may  be  many  diffionltiee  connected  with  a  doc- 
trine or  a  dnty,  which  neither  destroys  the 
tamth  of  the  <Hie,  nor  absolves  from  theobl^a- 
tioR  of  tbe  other.  If  the  mere  eiistence  of 
•Qch  difficnltiea  wonld  abstdve  ns  fr^m  any 
dnty,  there  would  be  an  end  to  the  obligation 
«f  almost  every  duty.  I  see  *  very  easy  and 
ebviona  mode  of  snrmsantiBg  the  difficulty 
sDKgeeted  by  the  genUemsn ;  bnt,  liefore  I  stBt« 
k,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  asking  him  how  he 
oan  get  over  the  very  same  diffiimlty,  npoa,  his 
own  principles !  The  principle  of  i»«ference, 
whatever  it  is,  that  indaoea  a  member  here  to 
vete  for  a  particnlar  candidate,  imposes  upon 
bim  a  moral  obligation  to  vote  for  that  candi- 
date. I  say  we  f^onld  vote  in  conformity  with 
the  will  of  our  constitnents.  The  ^ntleman 
•ays  we  ahonld  vote  In  conformity  with  the  dic- 
tates at  conscience.  There  Is  my  principle,  and 
here  ia  his.  They  are  of  equal  obligation.  Is 
it  not  evident,  therefore,  that  both  wonld  equal- 
ly produce  the  difficnltv  onder  consideration  t 
if  we  adhere,  wiQioat  departure,  to  the  candi- 
date selected  upon  either  prinoiple,  there  can 
be  no  election.  Bnt,  sir,  the  difflculty  is  ima- 
aaarj.  The  plain  and  practical  rule  ia,  to  en- 
oeaTor,  if  posnbte,  to  carry  into  effect  tiie  will 
of  oar  constituents.  We  must  make  this  effort 
honestly,  without  any  skntkiog  behind  pretexts, 
V  tonaa.     If  it  be  found  that  their  fisTorite 


DEBATES  OE  OONGBESS. 

Eltetion  <if  PrtBdeni  by  lie  Batue  <ff  RtpmaUaliiia. 


[ao 


cannot  prevail ;  t^at  the  candidate  who  re- 
ceived tneir  electoral  vote  nnitce  bnt  a  ■trrinn 
minority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
hia  favor,  and  that  the  two  others  ore  more 
prominent;  we  mnst  then  choose  between  them, 
Btili  conforming  to  the  will  of  our  oonstituenla, 
in  making  that  choice,  if  tbeir  will  tie  known 
to  ua.  If  we  cannot  ancceed  in  electing  thdr 
first  choice,  we  rtiould  endeavor  to  elect  the 
person  neit  in  their  ccwfidence.  By  this  pro- 
cess, the  final  control  will  be  fonnd,  where  it 
ought  to  be,  in  the  general  voice  of  Uie  people 
of  the  Uaited  States. 

I  find  myself  called  npon,  to  do  whatt  Not 
to  elect  a  President,  bnt  to  complete  ea  electioQ 
which  the  people  have  left  in  an  inchoate  state, 
merely  beoanae  they  oaanot  meet  together  to 
complete  it  themselves.  The  framers  of  the 
oonstitntion  supposed  that  the  pcpniar  imnch 
of  Congress  would  be  the  beet  means  of  oon- 
eentrating  the  national  will,  and  thereby  con- 
Bummating  the  work  oommenced  by  the  peo- 
ple. The  prineipiai  ia  which  it  originated,  are 
not  changed  by  the  accidents  circnmstaoeea 
which  have  oast  upon  na  the  ditty  of  addMg 
the  finiahing  stroke  to  it.  ^1  agree  that  It  ts  a 
misfortune  that  a  m^ority  of  the  people  have 
not  united  in  favor  of  one  man ;  and  tiiat  it 
was  the  very  end  of  the  constitation,  the  "  oon- 
summation  most  devoutly  to  be  wished,''  that 
such  m^ority  dioold  have  been  obtained  in  the 
first  ins&Doe.  Why,  then,  is  it  not  eqnally  de- 
drable  nowt  What  is  it  that  has  suddenly 
produced  this  ma^oal  change  in  the  prindplea 
which  regulate  this  great  national  operation,  of 
choosing  a  Preaidentt  Sir,  these  principles  are 
eternal,  and  oircumatanoes  do  not  affect  them. 
Xt,  as  it  mnat  be  admitted,  it  was  the  primary 
object  of  the  constitution  to  elevate  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive ohur,  the  man  who  ahonld  be  the 
choice  of  a  nu^ority  of  the  people,  that  does 
not  cease  to  be  the  object  of  the  constitution 
when  the  election  devolves  npon  this  Honse. 
The  Section  of  a  President  must  be  regu^ed 
as  a  eontanued  operation,  carried  on  upon  the 
same  principles  thronghout.  It  would  be  a 
miserable  aud  incongruous  piece  of  patchwork 
to  commence  with  one  set  of  principles,  bilI 
end  with  another. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from'  Delaware,  the 
power  we  exercise  in  electing  a  President  is 
not  conferred  upon  us  by  the  people,  bnt  by 
the  oonatitntioa.  Were  I  to  tAke  this  proposi- 
tion simply  in  the  terms  in  which  he  has  ex- 
preased  it^  1  ahonld  regard  it  as  either  absurd,  or 
unintelli^ble.  Bnt  I  know  the  gentleman's 
meaning,  and  will  not  affect  to  misunderstand 
him.  Bis  proposition  is,  that  the  election  does 
not  devolve  npon  this  House  by  any  act  of  the 
people,  expressive  of  their  wish  that  it  should 
oome  here,  but  by  a  mere  contdngencyj  for 
which,  as  it  must  unavoidably  occur  sometimes, 
the  oonstitation  baa  mode  provision.  But  how 
does  this  strengthen  the  gentleman's  argomentt 
Are  we  to  be  told  that^  beeaase  it  Is  the  "  ne- 
oesutj  and  net  the  wiU  "  of  the  people,  that 
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"  ooDMDts  "  to  onr  having  any  tiung  to  do  with 
this  qoeation :  we  are.  therefore,  &bB<^ed  from 
all  teroondbilitf  t  The  Ter;  revetM  ahoold  be 
the  imerenoe. 

Ur.  "iLLVWDt,  ot  Nurth  OsroUna,  then  roB«^ 
and  Baii,  that  be  ttit  great  repngDanoe  to  ob- 
trude Mb  remoriu  xsptm  the  notice  <tf  the  Hovae 
at  uaj  time—a  repognaiiDe  which,  upon  Ha» 
oooanoQ,  was  certumj'  not  diminiuiea  by  the 
■tate  of  indisposition  in  which  he  foond  him- 
kH.  That  he  felt  it  hia  doty  to  make  a  few  re- 
marlu  in  reply  to  those  he  had  JQ«t  heard — not 
so  mnch  with  the  view  of  affording  dther  in- 
tereat  or  instmction  to  the  Honae,  as  with  the 
view  of  publicly  arowing  thoee  piinciplee  which 
he  deemed  sonnd,  and  by  whloh  he  had  deter- 
mined that  hia  oondact  on  the  approaching  oo- 
oasion  Bhonld  be  rwihited. 

The  question,  aaid  Mr.  U.,  immediately  nn- 
AtK  oontideretitm,  is  iutrinnoally  of  hot  alight 
and  triTial  import,  but  it  derivea  mtush  conse- 
qnenoe  fittm  other  and  more  important  qnea- 
oons  that  have  been  drawn  into  diacowion. 
What  ajskai  Hi.  tL,  is  the  nature  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Eonae  I  It  is  one  excliuavely 
of  police.  But,  from  ihe  manner  in  wlddi  it 
haa  been  treated,  he  Aoold  have  iofeired,  hot 
fOT  the  gentleman's  disctaiioerj  that  his  object 
was  not  so  mnoh  to  disonn  thu  qoeetion,  as  to 
tasae  a  sort  of  tnanifeeto  to  the  people  of  the 
United  BUtes,  to  Jostiiy  those  who  yield  to  a 
atrong  onrrent,  and  to  danm  those  who  resist 
it.  U  Is  a  ijnestion  not  of  open  gaUeriee  or 
dosed  gallenea.  Qentlemen  had,  thereftHtt, 
beeoi  engaged  in  combating  shadows :  and  mnch 
<^  what  Iwd  been  s^d,  had  been  addressed  to 
a  motion  which  no  one  had  made. 

The  qnestion,  as  he  ondentood  it,  was  rim- 
ply  this: — Whether  the  gBlleries  should  be 
thrown  open,  subject  to  be  dosed  at  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Speaker,  or,  whether  they  should 
be  thrown  open,  Bubje«t  to  be  cloeed  at  the  re- 
luest  of  the  delegMion  from  any  one  State. 
For  his  own  part,  he  ahoold  have  thonght  that 
the  latter  arrangement  would  have  been  oon- 
oeded  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  to  those  gentle- 
men who  stand  singly  and  nusostained  by  ool- 
leagnes,  as  representAtivee  from  the  weaker 
States.  For  himael^  be  had  not  the  remotest 
idea  that  those,  galleries,  let  them  be  occupied 
by  whom  they  might,  were  about  to  overawe 
the  House,  or  exert  any  improper  infiueuoe 
upon  it  whatever.  His  reli^ioe  was  placed 
ttpon  the  deep  moral  feeling  that  perradee  this 
nation.  On  this  he  relied  to  suetam  g«aitiemen 
[n  the  discharge  of  tiieir  duty ;  and  on  this  he 
relied  more  than  on  all  the  baronets  and  can- 
non that  military  despotism  ever  wielded. 

This  is  a  mere  qnestion  of  order.  The  ad- 
misdoD  of  strangers  was  an  act  of  courtesy, 
granted,  as  such  acts  are  always  understood  to 
be,  upon  an  implied  obligation  of  good  beho- 
Tior.  It  was  not  to  be  presumed  beforehand, 
that  those  who  were  admitted,  would  violate 
the  laws  of  decorum ;  but  if  they  did,  there 
•ould  be.  DO  doubt  tbat  the  Speaker  was  com- 
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tion  from  any  one  State,  tl 
their  rights  required  thrir  « 

He  wonld  agun  repeat,  that  he  fdt  no  fears 
tma  any  attempt  to  overawe  the  House ;  and 
still  lesB  had  he  ibars  of  the  iBtrigoera  who  hod 
b»en  qwkoi  o(  whether  posted  in  tlie  galleries, 
or  oper^ing  in  this  hall.  Bm  pomtion  was  p&* 
culiar ;  it  wea  that  of  ao  onoed  neutrality,  he 
had  bnt  litUe  to  hopc^  and  nothing  to  fear. 

He  knew  that  he  aUiod  upon  a  narrow  isth- 
mus, lashed  upon  either  ride  tty  the  most  angrj 
suTMs,  fh)m  which  neither  nombers  nor  denun- 
ciations should  be  able  to  drive  him.  Calling 
to  hia  aid  the  little  lights  of  bis  nnderstanding, 
and  with  a  heart  bent  upon  the  best  intereeta 
of  his  oountry,  he  should  finnly  and  fearlessly 
endeavor  to  perfixin  Ins  du^. 

He  ahonla  not,  however,  have  troubled  tha 
Bouse  at  this  time  with  a  ringle  remark,  but 
for  the  prinriplee  he  had  heard  odvanoed ;  and 
OMinst  which  he  felt  it  his  doty  to  enter  hJa 
sMemn  protest  He  had  always  listened  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  with  great 
Treasure,  and  he  must  confess  that  he  hod 
heard  him  on  this  occarion  with  tho  more 
I^easure,  because  he  thought  he  had  jterceived 
that  his  talent,  his  ingenuity,  and  his  fertili^ 
of  reeonrce,  had  proved  insnffioient  to  suatun 
him  under  the  weight  of  the  cause  he  advocat- 
ed. 'Whom,  asked  Ur.  H.,  ore  we  bound  to 
obey,  in  ^ving  our  votes  on  the  appioadung 
ocoariont  We,  I  mean,  who  are  in  the  minor- 
i^  t  If  I  understand  the  gentieman,  we  are 
bound  to  obey  the  will  of  Uioee  whose  candi- 
date shall  have  the  highest  nmnber  of  votc^ 
I  would  be  ^ad  to  know  whether  we  are  bound 
to  do  this  by  a  moral  obligation,  or  only  by 
reason  of  tha  philoioph]/  of  the  constitution,  to 
which  the  gentleman  alluded.  If  by  a  moral 
obligation,  uiat  obligation  addressee  itself  to 
every  honest  mind  with  the  force  of  a  perfect 
obligation ;  it  must  be  obeyed,  and  why  then 
has  the  constitntion  been  so  silly  as  to  allow  na 
a  choice  between  three  candidates,  when  wo 
are  mtrraUy,  and  of  course  perfectly  bound  to 
elect  the  candidate  who  has  the  largest  number 
of  vot«e  in  the  electoral  ctdlegest 

[Here  Ifr.  U.  yidded  the  flota- to  Kr.  UcDnv- 
m,  who  wished  to  explain.  He  had  not  said 
that  genllemMi  were  bound  to  deot  the  candi- 
date who  hod  the  Ugheet  number  of  votes:  rat 
the  oontrsiy,  he  hod  said  distiuotly,  that  R 
plurality  of  votes  did  not  make  an  eleoticm.] 

Mr.  K.  resumed.  He  wae  then  to  understand 
the  gentleman,  that  we  are  not  oonstitutionallr, 
bnt  only  morally  bound ;  or,  in  other  winds. 
that  we  have  no  right  to  disregard  the  will  of 
the  people,  as  expressed  in  a  plorali^  of  votes 
by  the  electoral  colleges.  But^  if  so,  was  not 
the  aigmnent  the  samei — the  oonclniilon  the 
same !  Was  not  that  obligation  as  binding,  as 
an  obligation  emanathig  immediately  bam  tho 
constitution  t  Must  not  every  honest-  man  re- 
gard it  in  that  light  t    And  most  not  every  nuut 
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who  was  not  base  encngb  to  barter  awajr  his 


H  the  obligatiQa  -sm  a  moral  one,  it 
feet  OD^  and  ai  ench,  commanded  perfect  obe- 
dieooe.  He  anat,  therefbre,  most  emphatioallf 
repeal  that  it  vas  extreme  fbll^,  if  not  -wona, 
in  the  framera  of  tiie  conetitadon,  to  give  to 
thia  House  the  power  of  Belection  between  three 
can^datea,  when,  at  the  same  time,  the  hands 
of  members  are  tied  np  from  tlie  exeroise  of  that 
power  bf  the  Etrongeet  obligations.  The  con- 
adtaldon,  then,  holds  out  to  ns  bread,  and  ^vee 
ogaatone. 

But  tbia  never  wsa  the  deeign  t^  the  fratnen 
of  the  oonstitntion.  AndtheTerj&ottbatthe? 
huve  given  ns  the  power  to  dioose,  is  enon^ 
to  prove  that  the  prinolp)e^  as  stated,  doea  not 
ftirniah  the  role  by  whioh  we  are  to  be  gov- 

I^  then,  we  are  not  bonnd  bj  the  {renUeman's 
moral  obligation,  to  elect  that  candidate  who 
happens  to  have  a  plurality  of  vot«s  in  the  eleo- 
to^  oollc^es,  what  is  the  mle  hj  wMoh  we  are 
to  be  goTcmed  ?     Is  it  by  the  vote  of  onr  re- 

rttive  States!  That  cannot  be  the  role:  for 
eonstitntion  has  not  prescribed  any  nnifona 
mods  fbr  the  eleotjon  of  electors,  bnt  has  left 
that  power  in  the  Legislatuios  of  the  States. 
And  it  maTliq>pen  in  thoae  States  la  whioh 
they  dect  electors  by  districts,  that  there  nuy 
be  a  tie ;  that  the  votes  for  two  contending  can- 
itida*-"  may  be  eqnaL  How  will  gentlemen  ex- 
tricate themaelves  from  this  dilemina — the  di- 
lemma of  a  tie  f  Win  they  resort  to  their  tn-iri' 
d^U  T  It  will  fkil  them— it  b  not  prtncipfe— it 
ii^  in  my  humble  Judgment,  absdrdity.  the 
guiUeman  from  Sonth  Oarolina  haa  asked  the 
geoUeman  from  Delaware,  with  a  sort  nf  tri- 
mnpb,  to  answer  the  case  which  he  put,  to  wit : 
.that  if  180  votes  ahonld  be  given  for  one  candi- 
date, fUling  one  vote  abort  of  the  number  re- 
qinred  for  on  election,  whether  that  gentleman 
voold  dare  to  resist  sach  a  m^orit;  t  I  would 
answer,  that  great  respect  is  dne  to  the  opinions 
of  the  people.  That  it  would  be  great  impoHoy, 
iu  orduuTT  caaea,  to  resist  so  fnU  an  ezpreesiou 
rf  the  pnblio  wilL  Bnt  reasons  might  exist 
which  wonld  render  it  the  Imperiona  duty  of 
the  r^reeentatlTe,  as  an  honest  man,  to  refdst 
\L  Tnere  is  zia  prineiple  ooncemed,  as,  I  trust, 
I  have  shown.  It  ia  mere  matter  of  txpedimeg. 
But  let  me^soppoee  a  case,  predicated  upon  the 
alleged  pnntjple,  that  ve  are  bound  to  (pve 
oar  votee  In  aooOTdanoe  with  the  votes  of  onr 
tBq>ecldve  States,  and  aak  the  genlieman  to 
anawer  it  There  are  twen^-fbnr  Statea  and 
three  candidates  for  the  Preudency.  Suppose 
dgfat  States  should  vote  for  each  candidate ;  If 
we  are  boiM  to  vote  as  our  respective  States 
do,  no  election  can  be  made.  And  what  wUl  be 
&e  reanlt  t  It  is  obvious.  By  adhering  to  the 
prtnetp^  of  which  the  gentleman  spe^  yon 
tpone  three  candidates,  upon  whom  the 
pie  of  the  United  States  had  fixed  their  eyes, 
' IS  Ibr  the  Chief  ICa^Craoy,  and  each 
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of  whom  had  received  the  votes  of  one-third  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  that  office. 
Ton  set  aside  all  these,  and  let  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent into  that  office :  a  man  who  h^  not  re- 
ceived a  single  vote  in  the  United  States  for  the 
Preddency.  TPhatwDl  the  people's  men  aaj 
to  this  doctrine  f  and  yet  it  isprifwtpb,  saorea 
prindple,  according  to  the  views  of  some  gentle- 
men. Bnt,  saya  the  gentleman,  we  are  first  to 
tiy  to  oleot  the  people's  man,  and  if  we  cannot 
effect  that  object  then,  and  then  onl^,  take  np 
some  other  candidate.  We  must  yidd  to  the 
necesrity  of  the  oaee.  Usrk  me,  It  is  moral 
printdple,  sayi  the  gentleman,  by  whieh  we  are 
bonnl  A  principle  ie  anrely  a  very  bad  on& 
which  will  not  wear  lon^  than  one  day,  and 
which  must  be  at>andoned  as  soon  as  it  is  pat 
into  practioe.  But  we  must  yield  to  the  necee- 
si^  of  the  case  I  I  had  thought  that  that  which 
yields  to  any  neoesd^  whatever  was  not 
moral  principle,  for  moral  obligation  admilfl  of 
no  oomprondse.  It  la  said  tludi,  if  on  trial  we 
oannot  succeed  in  electing  a  President,  to  pre- 
vent the  Vice  Freddenvs  ooming  into  that 
offioe,  we  must  give  way.  Bnt  here  are  dght 
States  in  &vor  of  each  candidate — who  is  to 
give  way  first!  If  I  give  way  first,  may  not 
my  constituents  reproach  me  with  an  abandon- 
ment of  prindple  t  If  the  g^tleman  ^ve»  wm 
first,  does  be  not  abandon  principle  ?  Sir,  sntm 
a  principle  aa  must  be  abandoned  on  one  day'a 
trial,  is  not  a  prinoiple  which  I  will  ever  resog- 

I^  then,  or,  we  are  under  no  moral  obli^tion 
to  vote  for  the  candidate  who  haa  the  huthest 
number  of  votes,  nor  to  obey  the  votes  of  oar 
respective  BtBtea ;  what,  I  again  ask,  is  to  be  the 
role  which  ninst  govern  as  f  Sir,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  whole  Mlaoy,  which  pervades  the 
argoments  of  the  gentleman  whose  views  I  am 
opponng,  consista  in  this — thej  are  comparing 
the  votes  of  the  pec^ia,  taken  p«r  cajiita,  with 
the  votes  of  twen^.j'onr  distinct  and  independ- 
ent sovereign&  They  are  comparing  thinga 
which  have  no  points  of  reeembltmce^  nor  have 
they  any  assignable  relation  to  each  other.  The 
StMes,  as  sovereigns,  are  all  equaL  The  people^ 
who  make  up  those  sovereignties,  nnmerioally 
considered,  are  totaity  nneqiul,  uid,  in  that  re- 
spect bear  towards  each  other  varioua  and  di- 
veraiSed  proportions.  Are  we  then  to  be  bound 
by  the  votes  of  onr  respective  districts  t  rThla 
is  the  doctrine  of  the  peopUU  men,  and  all  are 
pwpb't  men  nowadays,  from  the  much  repro- 
Datod  canons  men,  down  to  the  humbleat  politi- 
cal  professors.)  Here,  I  tmst,  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  that  I  shall,  for  once  in  my  lif^  at 
leasts  in  iha  honest  discharge  of  my  dntiea,  fsQ 
in  with  the  doctrines  erf  the  people's  men — I  ex- 
pect to  represent  the  plurality  of  my  district; 

Bat  are  we  bonnd  b^  the  votes  of  our  distriete  f 
-  mean,  in  point  of  pnneiple  t  Did  the  framera 
of  the  constitution  oeugn  that  we  ahould  be  so 
bonnd  t  If  they  did,  wherefore  does  not  the 
constitution  prescribe  a  uniform  mode  of  eleoU 
ing  repraeentativea  by  districts!    And  yet  tb* 
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power  of  prescribing  the  mode,  is  left  with  the 
legifilatores  of  the  reepective  Butes.  Some 
States  elect  their  representatives  by  general 
ticket,  SB  does  Georj^a,  for  example.  Hovr  will 
genOemen  ascertain  the  votes  of  their  districts, 
nnder  the  general  ticket  system  t  How  will 
gentlemen  extricate  thems^ves  from  this  di- 
lemma? Will  thej  do  it  b;  resorting  to  the 
statement,  that  the  State,  in  that  case,  is  each 
member's  district )  If  so,  then  each  member  is 
bonnd  to  represent  tlie  vote  of  his  State.  This 
brings  the  qnestioD  back  to  the  gronnd  on  which 
I  have  already  considered  it ;  and  the  doatrine 
is  snbjeat  Xa  all  the  objections  to  which  I  have 
alrea^  adverted.  It  is  trne,  that  the  gentleman 
from  SoQth  Carolina  cannot  be  mist^en  as  to 
the  vote  of  the  people :  for  in  that  State  they 
elect  members  bv  districts.  Shonld  he  recog' 
nize  the  principle  of  perfect  obedience  to  the 
voice  of  Lis  district,  thea  shonld  also  every 
other  member.  If  this  is  principle,  what  would 
be  the  coQseqnence  of  aoherenoe  to  it,  in  the 
most  of  cases — indeed,  in  the  actual  postare  of 
afikirs  at  preoent)  It  is  plain— no  President 
ooold  be  made,  and  the  Vice  President  woold 
come  in.  If  it  is  prindple,  we  are  boond  to  ad- 
here, bnt  if  we  maj  give  way,  and  are  not  bomid 
to  aohere,  then  it  shonld  no  longer  be  dignified 
with  the  name  of  frvuxplt,  but  it  is  a  mere 

Snestdon  of  exptditney.  Aptin^  if  vre  are  not 
onod  by  the  votes  of  our  districts,  (as  is  clearly 
the  case  in  some  of  the  States,  for  the  simple 
reason,  that  they  have  no  districts,)  bnt  are 
bound  by  the  votes  of  our  reapeotive  States, 
then  this  dilenuna  might  arise :  A  member 
might  be  obliged  to  vote  for  a  candidate,  who 
was  opposed  by  every  man  in  his  district  Here 
he  givee  op  the  wishes  of  all  his  oonsUtnents, 
the  only  people  upon  earth  to  whom  he  is  politi- 
cally responrable,  and  for  what !  To  fall  in  with 
the  vote  of  the  State — and  by  adhering  ta  that 
Tote,  no  Preradent  is  elected  and  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent comes  in,  after  all  these  fearless  and  juCrf- 
otia  sacrifices. 

Again  ;  If  our  States  were  all  of  equal  size, 
that  is,  equal  in  point  of  population,  and  the 
people  fail  to  make  an  eleoidon  in  the  electoral 
colleges,  it  is  clear  that  no  election  could  ever 
be  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  should 
the  members  rec<%nize  as  correct,  and  adhere 
to  the  principle  that  they  are  bound  to  vote  in 
accordance  wiui  the  voles  of  their  respective 
States.  In  the  present  nneqnol  size  of  the 
States,  under  any  ordinary  ciroumetanoes  of 
combination,  the  operation  of  that  principle 
would  defeat  an  election  nine  times  out  of  ten ; 
and  in  no  solitary  case  can  an  election  be  made 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  adhering  to 
the  principle,  except  by  enforcing  the  odious 
dootrioe,  uiat  the  minority  shall  previul  over 
the  majority — that  Is,  by  making  thirteen  or 
more  of  the  smaller  States,  that  Bad  voted  for 
one  candidate  in  the  electoral  colleges^  vsilhimt 
^eet,  come  into  the  House  and  do  tne  same, 
with  eompleU  affcet.  What  they  were  unable 
to  do,  by  leasoD  of  ineqnality  of  population, 
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they  are  made  to  effect  by  the  equality  of  tbetr 
sovereignty.  Sir,  if  these  are  peopWi  principle*, 
I,  for  one,  beg  to  be  delivered  from  liem. 

It  is  said  that,  in  matters  of  Itgitlation^  it 
is  a  vexed  onestion,  whether  the  representatjvo 
is  notbouna  to  obey  the  willof  hisconstitDeiits. 
and  that  many  great  and  wise  men  have  held 
the  affirmative.  Sir,  I  would  not  ^ve  a  bnttoa 
for  the  doctrine,  either  the  one  way  ot  the 
other,  BO  far  as  regards  lis  priuftMiI  utility.  Aa 
to  the  mere  theory,  I  concede  it  to  aentlemen — 
they  may  delight  themselvee  with  whatever 
theories  they  please,  whether  ingeniously  or 
inartaficially  constructed.      Bat,   tbongb    the 

aaestjon,  as  to  legislation,  may  be  vexed,  gen- 
emen  tell  ns,  that,  in  the  bnsiness  of  electiog 
a  President  by  the  Honse  of  Bepreaentatlvee, 
there  can  be  no  doubt — the  case  is  a  plun  one. 
Sir,  I  argue  directly  the  reverse.  In  the  basi- 
neasof  legislation,  tbe  people,  in  primary  aasem- 
bliee,  cannot  act-^t  is  constitutionally,  it  is 
physically  impoa«ble.  There  is,  therefore,  a  pro- 
priety, in  a  representative  Government  like  onrs, 
that  the  legislative  body  should  respond  to  the 
voice  of  the  people;  that,  as  a  reflector,  it  should 
give  back  the  true  image  of  the  people's  wiahea. 
But,  in  the  election  of  the  chief  magistrateL  the 
people  eon  aot  in  primary  assemblies.  Thoaa 
assemblies  present  uie proper  and  the  best  mode 
in  which  the  election  can  be  made.  But  the 
people,  having  attempted  an  election  in  this 
mode,  and  having  f^ed  of  sacoess^he  consti- 
tution brings  the  eleotJon  to  this  House  :  this 
House  is  the  wnpirs,  the  judge  on  whom  de- 
volves the  settlement  of  tMt  momentons  ques- 
tion, which  the  people  have  been  onable  to  set- 
tle tiiemselves,  for  want  of  greater  unanimity. 

Sir,  I  hope  I  have  now  succeeded  in  showing 
tbe  ullaay  of  tbe  gentleman's — pardon  me — the 
peopUt  ooctTwim,  of  instmotion.  What,  then, 
IS  our  dnty,  in  Uie  present  crisis,  and  on  the 
approaching  occasion  t  Is  it  to  Eall  into  the' 
ranks  of  the  candidate  who  may  happen  to  be 
the  strongest  t  (A  very  comfortable  doctrine^ 
indeed,  pari,icnlarly  to  tjiose  who  happen  to  be 
in  the  minority ;  our  nnderstandinga  and  oaa- 
science  approving,  we  should  like  to  be  waited 
with  you  gentlemen,  on  the  strong  currents.) 
Is  it  to  obey  the  voice  of  our  States  ?  or,  is  it 
to  obey  the  voice  of  our  districts?  It  is,  in 
my  Judgment,  neither  more  nor  less  than  this — 
To  do  what  is  right,  according  to  the  best  dio- 
tates  of  our  own  understandings,  and  leave  tbe 
consequences  to  God,  and  to  our  country. 

It  has  been  asked,  bow  con  we  hold  np  onr 
heads  when  we  return  home,  if  we  have  gcme 
against  tlie  will  of  our  constituents!  ^at,  we 
con  hold  onr  heads  as  erect  as  an  angeL  The 
man  who  has  honestly  done,  what  ho  nnder- 
stood,  aAer  deep  and  anxionB  refle^on,  to  be 
his  duty,  may  meet  the  eyes  of  his  constitu- 
ents, aye,  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  neither 
blench  nor  quail,  though  none  should  amila 
upon  him.  It  has,  also,  been  Bud,.(and  the  re- 
mark, though  it  con  have  none  here,  m^  be 
calcolated  to  have  oa  e&ot  abroao^  tba^ 
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whenever  &  m&n  has  done  deeds  of  renown,  the 
people  delight  to  honor  him,  and  will,  with 
Kreat  certainty,  elevate  him  to  the  highest  of- 
fices. Sir,  this  is  a  mere  tmimn ;  everybodj 
here  knows  that  this  is  tme.  It  is  whst  the 
people  will  always  do ;  it  is  what  thej  have 
done  in  a  ihoiuBjtd  instances;  bnt,  sir,  it  is 
exaeliy  what,  in  the  preseat  case,  they  have 
not  done.  e1s&  whj  does  the  election  oome  to 
thisHonsef  Sir,  am^oritjof  the  people  have 
distinctly  told  yon,  th^  not  even  tne  most  fa- 
vored candidate  Is  the  man  of  their  wishes. 
Ifeither  is  elected,  though  all  may  have  been 
honored.    It  is  we  who  most  elect 

We  have  elao  been  told,  that  upon  groonds 
of  e^»edieDcy,  the  sceptre  onght  not  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  any  man  who  has  not  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  his  ooontrymen ;  and 
that,  if  we  do  place  it  in.  the  hands  of  suoh  a 
one,  we  only  place  it  there  to  lop  off  his  arm. 
Sir,  this  bnt  ill  agrees  with  what  is  a  ftindar 
mental jprinciple  ia  the  system  of  the  peoplt't 
men.  What,  sir!  are  the  intelligent  and  en- 
lightened people  of  these  States,  who  are  so 
mndi  flattered  in  one  breath,  to  be  represented 
in  the  next  as  ferocions  as  tigers  t  Are  they  to 
rise  in  their  wrath,  and  hnrl  the  fall  weight  of 
their  indignut  vengeance  at  an  individual  who 
has  done  no  harm  t  Who  has  done  no  one  act 
to  excite  their  displeasare  f  Suppose  three 
candidates  should  come  before  ns  with  an  im- 
eqnal  nmnber  of  votes,  I  admit  we  ahonld  very 
properly  feel  inclined  to  elect  him  "  oatorw 
painiia,"  who  had  the  lai^eat  nmnbcr,  (for  I 
wonld  not  willinely  deprive  gentlemen  of  the 
smallest  comfort.)  Bat,  suppose  the  candidate 
who  had  the  smallest  number  should,  in  the  re- 
sult, be  chosen  President,  is  it  maintained  that 
the  people  of  the  United  Stat^  would  nee  in 
vengeance  ag^nst  that  man  t  Surely,  sir, 
whatever  phials  of  wrath  might  be  exhausted 
on  the  hMds  of  their  guilty  representatives, 
the  people  woold  ponr  out  none  npon  the  inno- 
cent head  of  a  man  nho  had  done  no  one  offen- 
nve  deed,  and  whose  only  crime  had  been  to 
be  MKistitntionally  presented  for  choice,  and 
constitnlaonally  chosen.  We  have  heard,  far- 
ther, and  much  to  my  astonishment,  that  the 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  would 
not  fionriah  in  old  England — nay,  that  it  is  too 
atrong  even  for  the  imlitary  despotism  of  Na- 
poleon. I  scorn  to  flatter  an;  man,  and  am 
snre  that,  on  this  occasion,  I  shall  be  exempt 
from  the  impntation  of  such  design,  when  I 
say  I  wOB  an  attentive  listener  to  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware,  and  did  tiiink,  and  still  think, 
that  sounder  doctrines,  or  doctrines  delivered 
with  more  pellnoid  clearness,  never  fell  from 
the  lips  of  any  man,  than  from  those  of  that 
distinguished  member ;  and  I  did  consider  the 
demonstration  by  which  they  were  mmtained, 
prednded  reply ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  my 
own  opinion  bolstered  and  corroborated  by  an 
opinion  that  comes  to  me  with  so  much  weight 
and  aathority. 

I  have  not  heard  why  his  doctrinea  would 


not  flonrish  in  old  England;  the  gentiemas 
ttvm  South  Carolina  did  not  oondeacend  to  &• 
vor  OS  with  any  tltiog  more  on  that  point  than 
mere  assertion.  As  to  what  was  said  In  regard 
to  the  iron  reign  of  Napoleon,  and  the  declara- 
tions  that  be  made,  it  ia  indeed  tree,  that  that 
deepotio  mler  froftued  to  be  governed  by  the 
will  of  the  people,  (Bonaparte,  it  seems,  too, 
was  also  a  "jwpfo's  man.")  But  sir,  while  he 
pnifemed  this,  be  was  sapported  by  350,000 
bayonets ;  and,  in  such  oircnmstances,  what 
was  the  "people's  will?"  It  was  the  will  of 
their  tyrant. 

Here  Ur.  IL,  not  having  concluded  his  re- 
marks, gave  way  for  a  motion  for  the  oommitp 
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of  the  Union,  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Now  Tork,  In  the 
chair,  and  resumed  the  conuderation  of  the 
rnles  (reported  by  a  committee)  to  be  observed 
by  the  Honse  in  oondneting  the  election  of  the 
President 

And,  the  qneetion  being  on  etrikiog  ont  the 
last  danse  of  the  third  rule,  which  provides  that 
the  gallerieH  may  be  cleared  at  the  reqnest  of 
the  delation  of  any  one  State — 

tlx.  Mabobic  said,  that,  when  the  committee 
roee  the  other  day,  as  he  preanmed  for  his  x>er- 
soosl  accommodation,  he  had  well  nigh  oon- 
oladed  the  remarks  which  it  was  his  intention 
to  sabmit  on  this  subject  He  f^  deeply  sen- 
sible of  the  pohte  attention  of  the  committee, 
aod  the  beet  return  in  his  power  to  make  for 
their  kindness  was  to  refrain  from  trespassing 
ag^  too  far  on  th^  patience. 

This  tmlt)ect  having  already  occupied  a  diB- 
preportjonate  space  ra  the  time  of  this  Hoose, 
he  ahonld  not  again  take  np  the  argmnent,  bnt 
only  snbmit  a  few  general  obeervatit^  which  he 
haddeslgnedtooa^oathefi»ineroo(»don.  Ha 
knew  fnll  well  the  immense  advantages  which 
gentlemen  have  when  they  address  themsdves 
not  to  the  understanding  and  the  Judgment,  bnt 
make  ardent  appeals  to  the  pr^ndices  and  pas- 
sions of  the  people.  The  people's  rights,  and 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people  1— the  very  fioeet 
and  moat  popular  themes  for  declamation  I  He 
felt  the  great  difficulty  of  being  heard,  coolly 
and  dispassionately,  at  the  bar  of  reason,  at  the 
moment  when  the  passions  are  stimulated  into 
tumult,  and  worked  up  to  a  pitch  of  frenzy. 

Is  this  country,  as  we  have  seen  from  the 
foandation  of  the  Qovemmeat,  whenever  a  new 
party  was  ahont  to  organize  itself;  or  a  new 
faction  to  spring  into  existence,  its  very  first 
breath  waa  breathed  in  a  holy  and  fervent  lov4 
for  the  people;  ita  ardor  and  its  devotion  to  the 
public  weal,  transcended  only  by  the  parity  and 
disinterestedness  of  motives.  I  confess,  ur,  that 
I  have  lived  long  enoogh  to  distmst  these  ar- 
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don.  Wben  I  we  tbe  frosli  of  >ge  disaolving 
under  tbe  wsnn  dovingB  xiSJent  to  yonth, 
and  tbe  patriot  of  nxtr  entering  the  lisU  with 
the  very  flower  and  cnlvaliT  oif  the  Und,  en- 
deavoring to  outstrip  them  in  demonstratloDe 
uf  l|iTe  and  devotion  to  the  people,  I  begin  to 
look  abont  me;  for  I  fear  mischief^  or  soqieot 
treacherj.  I  need  not  refer  yon  only  to  unr 
own  historT',  bat  the  history  of  other  oonntries, 
and  other  ages,  discloses  the  &ot,  that  many  of 
(be  bloodiest  tyrants  that  ever  disgraoed  hn- 
manity,  beean  thdr  oareer  by  fawning  on  the 
people,  and  sednlotuly  and  aandaonaly  coorting 
tbefr.bror. 

It  JiBfl  been  remarked  by  tbe  gentleman  from 
Sonth^larolina,  that  all  sovereign  power  reddes 
in  the  people,  and  that  every  agent  in  anthority 
mnat  .act  in  obedience  to  that  wilL  The  ab- 
straot  propodtdon  is  evidently  tme;  but  the 
diffieidty  arises  in  the  i^iplicatiou  of  it  to  the 
ease  In  hand.  How  is  the  will  of  the  people  to 
be  anertunedt  Is  It  to  be  derived  from  the 
eotutiy  meetings,  town  meetings,  poblicationH, 
andrmnorsf  jue  we  to  resort  to  then  loose, 
nnsaUsfitctoij,  and  oontm;  IndicationB  of  th« 
pabBe  Willi  Or,  ahall  we  resort  to  the  emisti- 
tntknal  Indioatioii— to  that  expresdmi  which 
lias  boen  made  throogh  iMiitimatoo^anst  If 
die  latter,  it  la  ^ipormit  t£at  a  large  m^ority 
have  voted  ogdnot  dther  of  the  oandidatee. 
What,  (ben,  is  onr  dntyf  I  would  again  on- 
>weE,  to  select  aeoording  to  tbe  best  dictates  of 
oat  trnderstandinga.  And  yet,  says  tbe  gentie- 
jnao,  tUs  doctrine  ia  too  strong  for  Bevolntion- 
ary  EVaace,  it  w«iild  have  been  r^adial«d  un- 
der tbe  relgD  trfST^raleon.  Ur.  ICsaiditwas 
a  little  onnkins  to  remark  tbe  striking  ctdnd- 
deace  between  tbe  early  profesaiona  of  Bona- 
parte, and  those  with  which  ve  are  now  doily 
saluted.  He  conld  hope  tbot  a  ooinddenee 
ihoold  DOTer  be  made  to  etist  in  this  oomitry, 
in  mj  «ther  re^eoL  For  what  was  the  aeqiMl 
In  tbe  ease  of  Ni^olecHtt  Thoogli  his  first 
love  was  the  love  of  the  people,  and  tbongh  he 
bowed  with  (iie  profoundeat  respect  to  their 
will,  yet  he  flattered,  he  ooued,  and  he  conrt- 
ed  them,  nntil  he  plaoed  his  foot  npon  their 
necks,  and  croabed  (beir  liberties  with  tJie 
most  Mghtfid  military  despotism  tbat  the  world 
ever  saw. 

This  is  (be  natural  ordernf  things  tn  a  free 
Government,  to  b^in  a  Jaeobin  and  end  a  ty- 
rant. 'We  are  told  we  mnat  bow  to  tbe  will  of 
tbe  people.  I  grant  it.  Bat  I  ahall  look  f^ 
the  indications  of  that  will  to  a  soonie  which 
la  nnerring — to  the  oonstitntional  indleation  of 
iL  It  la  cnrions  to  remark  how  defective  this 
poor,  tattered  oonsUtntlon  of  onrs  is,  aooording 
to  gentlemen's  notions  of  respooribiUty.  They 
Bay  we  mnst  vote  with  the  people,  (what  peo- 
ple I)  and  yet  the  oonstitntion  gnarantees  to  as 
the  mode  of  voting  by  ballot,  in  the  ezerdse  of 
which,  the  vot«  of  each  delegation  may  be 
profoondly  locked  np  In  thdr  own  bosoms,  and 
no  human  eye,  not  even  the  A^ns  eye  of  Jeal- 
ousy itael^  can  detect  for  whom  tbat  delegation 


voted.  There  are  fbor  Ststea  in  the  IInI<»>, 
represented  in  this  House,  each,  by  one  mem- 
bw.  Those  gentlemen,  aooording  to  the  mlea 
established  on  a  former  ocoasion,  and  aooording 
to  the  mlee  reported  on  this,  may  hide  their 
secret  from  all  the  world,  if  tbey  choose.  Ther 
have  nothing  to  do  bnt  to  make  dnpUcato  bal- 
lots, and  drop  one  into  each  box,  among  twenty- 
three  other  votes,  and  how  are  their  ballots  to 
be  known,  to  be  identifledf  How  does  this 
comport  with  gentlemen's  notions  t  How  de- 
fective is  the  ooDititiitum  aooording  to  their 
viewil  Instead  of  reqniring  members  to  vote 
in  a  manner  to  prevent  tbe  pntctioeofftanduid 
deceit^  that  same  oonstitimon  beoranes  "par- 
tieopi  eriminU,"  by  throwing  the  mantle  orer 
deeds  of  darkneee  aud  orinu^  by  shielding  them 
from  eiposnre  to  the  vengeance  of  dlsappc^ted 
ambition,  ot  tbe  soom  and  hatred  of  a  betrayed 
oonntry. 

There  have  been  some  poimdans  dUy  enongh 
to  imagine  that  the  fi«mets  of  the  oonstitnlion 
looked  afiir  <^  and  eilber  dreamed  or  b^eved 
that  oooasions  mi^t  arise  when  this  provisitn 
woold  be  found  most  sslntary,  tbat  the  aafe^ 
of  tbe  repvblio  might  depend  npon  tbe  igno- 
ranoe  of  Ute  tyrant  wh«e  to  direct  his  blows. 

For  myself  however,  I  hope,  ssid  Mr.  IL, 
that  I  may  be  pmndtted  to  say,  that  I  hate 
mystery — I  hate  all  concealments  in  the  dia- 
ohtuge  of  a  pnbllo  daty ;  and  shall  be  one  of 
the  last  to  shrink  from  the  severest  somtlny 
into  the  manner  in  which  I  may  have  discharg- 
ed it    I  wonid  soom  the  nse  of  the  mantle. 

I  advert  to  theee  considerations  with  a  view 
of  showing  with  how  many  diffionltlea  this 
snbjeet  la  beeet,  and  how  ardiuNU  wonld  be  tbe 
task  of  ftandiw  a  theory:  aoocxding  to  gentle- 
men's viewsp  that  wonld  aarmonite  In  its  tn«o- 
tical  operations  witi)  ocoistitaticmal  proriaicma 
on  (be  subjects 

Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  true  omoeption 
of  tbe  framera  of  the  oonsdtation  is  this:  that 
the  Representatives  in  this  House  wonld  oome 
immediately  from  the  people — they  are  part  of 
the  people — presnmed  to  be  men  tn  some  char- 
acter, oonneotod  with  the  oommonity  from 
which  th^  emanate  by  a  tbonasnd  ties ;  ohor- 
oeter,  respeot,  bmily,  ohUdren,  a  common  in- 
terest, a  common  destiny.  In  a  wor^  identified 
with  that  oommnnity  m  habita,  feellnga,  santi- 
meoti,  Ao, ;  and,  that  when  the  resolt  ao  mnoh 
to  be  deprecated,  of  the  Presidential  electjon 
bdng  oast  npon  this  Honse,  shall  happen,  that 
aU  tiiOK  ties  and  considerations  form  a  snfS- 
cient  goarantee  that  a  wise,  honest,  and  jndi- 
oions  selection  will  be  made.  This  view,  I  think, 
said  Ur.  U.,  is  conformable  witii  the  theory  <a 
tbe  oonstitntion. 

Wiiat  are  the  ootomporaoeona  ezpoeitioiie  of 
the  oonstitntion  on  this  snl^ectt  &  tbe  work 
entitied  the  Federalist— a  work  writtwt  by 
some  of  the  ablest  men  who  were  in  tbe  oon- 
vention,  and  which  is  resorted  to  by  tbe  aUest 
eonstitntional  lawyers,  as  iag^  and  grare  an- 
thority, I  find  the  fbUowing  t^intam: 
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StOiim  ^  JVmirfl  Ijr  As  Baiue  of  JtiprntttMUM. 


^  or  R. 


"  Bat  u  ■  m^Mitj  of  tMw  mi^t  not  tlwtiji 
btpptai  to  eentio  in  on*  nun,  uul  m  it  might  Im 
imnfe  to  permit  lea  Uiao  ■  m^oiitj  to  be  coiic1d> 
■ire,  il  Is  proricled,  that  in  nwli  cms,  the  Home  of 
BepraeentktiTeB  ilull  sdeet  ~  ~    ' '*"   ---'•'  — 

"      '         cbum.-  —     , 

0,  in  tkiir  DpiV 

Ajid  jet,  It  la  uid,  that  these  dootrinea  would 
be  odiona  in  revolntionarT'  Fnaoa — ib»j  Are 
tcm  rtTDiig  for  the  reini  of  IHapolecm. 

Such  are  N>ma  of  the  difficoltiM  into  vMoh 
gentlemaa  are  deluded  and  bewildered  br  an 
overweening  sttaohment  to  fh^  new-born 
theoriee— theories  that  bavfl  fining  into  Ufe 


Bat,  air,  if  theae  theorlea  m^  not  be  dedaoed 
frtm  the  letter  of  the  oonstitntion,  maj  they 
not  Ttmlt  firom  the  pUZMMiAy  of  the  oonatitntion 
at  wliich  we  have  beard  in  thia  debate  t  Tea, 
air,  the  phS/mopif/  of  the  oonstitotion  I  That 
philoaophf  whuh,  I  fear,  b  to  arm  this  xreat 
OoTonuoent  with  that  atnpendoos  power  which 
ia  to  sink  our  State  soTereigntiea  into  mere 
oorporations — that  power  which  has  prostrated 
some  of  tliese  barriers  that  the  wise  men  of 
both  the  old  parties  reo(»Qized — that  power 
irMoh  ia  looessantly,  most  fearfblly,  and  alarm- 
in^f  inorearing.  Yes,  sir,  the  philoiopb;  of 
the  oonstitation !  That  phUoeophr  which  was 
reserred  for  the  ingenol^  ana  attoteneas  (tf 
modem  times  to  disoover ;  and  of  whioh  that 


nerer  dreamed  o£  Tea,  gir.  It  is  br  courting 
ttie«e  Borereiga  people  aedolonsly  ana  ardoons- 
If,  that  all  Jaoobms  oegin  their  oareer. 

The  people  are  sovereigns — bat  thej  are  sot' 
enigna  in  minority :  the;  never  have,  nor  will 
fbar  ever  oome  to  the  oivwn,  whatever  some  of 
tbHrfiaUeren  maj  do — snd  jet  the;  have  in 
ttall  emoTment  one  of  the  brightest  and  moat 
mtdonbted  attributes  of  soverdgnt; — the  fiai- 
tery  ^  tidr  i^tirtitn. 

I  tnut  I  ma;  s^,  and  tmlf  too,  that  I  have 
M  prt>foand  respeot  for  the  will  of  the  people, 
lUriy  expressed,  as  an;  man ;  and  wonid  pre- 
•erve  tiiose  Interasta  oommltted  to  m;  cbai^ 
aa  I  wonld  the  apple  of  mj  eye.  I  wonid  not 
look  to  the  shonts  of  the  mnltitade  for  the 
(qrfnions  of  the  people^  bnt  I  look  to  their  opin- 
\oa  as  fairl;  and  constitntionall;  expressed.  To 
tbia  I  respond,  to  this  I  am  obedient, 

I  regret  that  I  have  detained  the  committee 
•o  long  on  this  sal^ecL  As  regards  Uie  qnes- 
tion  immediately  nndar  disonssian,  I  wonld  not 
tnm  npon  mj  heel  for  a  decision  of  it,  either 
ODO  war  or  the  oUter. 

Ur.  J.  a  BuBons,  of  Vlr^nia,  iM,  that  a 
aeiwa  of  datj  made  it  aeoemuj  for  him  to  c^r 
to  the  committee  a  fow  remans ;  and  in  doing 
•o,  be  sJionld  Init  express  an  Mitire  oononrroioe 
In  opinion  with  Um  gratleman  from  North 


OaroUniij  (Vr.  Humuu,)  that  a  new  zeal  had 
inf^ued  itself  into  onr  deliberations,  resulting 
fl-om  the  extdtemeot  at  tbis  moment  pervadios 
both  this  Honse  and  the  oonntrj.  He  tmstea 
that  the  fervor  of  this  excitement  would  not 
warp  the  Judgment  of  the  oonunitt«e,  or  ^vert 
it  from  the  dntj  of  calm  inquiry,  so  imperative- 
ly enjoined  on  it  The  first  question  presented 
to  us  I  take  to  be  this :  la  it  right  to  indulge 
the  intense  aniietj  now  felt  bj  the  pnblic,  m 
permitting  an  inspection  of  the  proceedings  of 
thia  Houae  when  constitotionallj  employed  in 
selecting  a  Chief  Usgiatr&te  t  The  nistorv  of 
that  oonntrywhooe  i^eoedenta  hsre  aopplied 
most  of  the  (bnns  of  oar  deliberaljons,  disclosea 
to  ns  the  existenoe  of  oontrovermes  between  the 
parliament  and  the  people,  on  questions  of 
giving  publicity  to  the  tranaaotiona  of  the  for- 
mer. It  was  deemed,  and  aocordingljr  pnn- 
ished,  sa  a  breach  of  privil^e,  to  pobliiih  the 

rieches  or  votes  of  members  and  tnat,  too,  on 
I  ground  that  those  prooeedings  were  matter 
of  which  the  public  had  no  right  to  be  con- 
versant. At  the  period  of  forming  our  oouatd- 
tution,  these  demands  from  the  people,  and 
their  denial  by  the  parliament  of  England,  had 
made  an  appropriate  impression  in  this  conn- 
try.  To  secure  this  right  tieyond  the  reach  of 
cavil,  and  to  supply  tbe  people  with  this  safe- 
gnard  for  the  responsibility  of  their  representa- 
tives, cluxaed  the  attention  of  the  wise  framera 
of  onr  politioal  fabric.  To  aecnre  this  right,  it 
is  provided  that  the  people  have  a  Jost  claim 
to  know  what  Congress  is  doing,  and  that  a 
jonmat  of  their  proceedings  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  be  pnbliahed,  together  with  tlie  Yeas  and 
Naya,  npon  the  demand  of  one-fifth  of  the 
members  present  The  nsage  of  Congress  sop- 
plies  OS  with  the  beat  commentary  npon  thia 
constitutional  text.    Its  deliberations  have  been 

yin  to  pnblio  inspection,  with  the  exception 
procoMiugs  where  high  national  conaidera- 
tdona  forbade  immediate  discloenre,  and  the 
precedent  of  1801,  which  1  think  has  been 
clearly  demonstrated  to  merit  but  little  atten- 
tion. Is  there  any  thing,  then,  in  the  duly  now 
cast  upon  the  Honse  by  the  happening  of  the 
oontingeDoy  provided  for  In  the  oonstitntion,  to 
distinguish  it  from  ordinary  acts  of  legislation, 
and  to  demand  an  muuiial  measore  (tf  aaftty  or 
precantatm.  Can  gentiemen  imuine,  for  a 
moment,  that  onr  d^berations  wQl  be  over- 
awed t  or,  that  any  intimidation,  whatever, 
wlU  Infinanoe  mmnbers  in  discharging  thia  high 
fbnotiont  It  Is  a  suspicion  fraught  with  In- 
jnstioe  to  onrselves,  as  well  as  to  the  people. 
Throw  over  your  acts  the  vdl  of  mystery,  and 
what  is  the  result}  All  within  is  pure,  and 
the  members  are  engaged  in  the  fearless  fulfil- 
ment of  the  trnst  r^>osed  in  them.  Will  it  be 
s«),  tir,  without  t  I  apprehend  not.  Distmst 
wiD  fill  the  public  mino,  and  jealousy  will  fire 
ita  passions;  snd  when  these  overtake  ns,  it 
will  be  in  vain  for  ns  to  rely  npon  the  eonsdons 
reetJtnde  of  onr  actions,  ana  the  dignity  of 
nlent  deliberation,  to  shield  as  from  dlsre^eet, 
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or  the  SD^idon  of  u;iioble  oondnct  and  vawoT- 
tlif  motjvoa.  Bnt  lunderataad,  from  the  ar^- 
meot  of  the  geotleisBn  from  JMawsre,  (Sr. 
UoLaj)^)  that,  in  m&king  the  aeleotioc,  we 
act  iodependentlj  of  the  people,  and,  as  a 
neoeasarj  dednctioo,  that  thej  have  no  right  to 
witneas  it  I  can  never  ;ield  m^  aaaent  b> 
BDch  a  pTopoBition.  It  has  been  Bocceeefollj 
oombated,  I  think,  hr  the  geatleman  from 
South  Oarolinti,  (Mr.  KoDnyiM.)  With  hie 
opinioiu  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  the  people 
over  OUT  ordinary  lepslation,  I  innst  Uao  ex- 
press my  dissent.  He  informs  ns  Uiat  the  con- 
stitatian  haa  vested  the  legiiilatiTe  powers  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress — and  asks. 
"What  are  the  ingredienta  of  legislation! 
A^mnent,  inqnirr,  and  deliberation."  Sir, 
when  the  gentleman  presented  so  forcible  an 
argoment  in  another  branch  of  tbU  qnestJoH, 
■pon  the  inflnenoe  of  popnlar  will,  could  he 
not  BOppoee  that  this,  too,  wonld  neoeesarily 
enter  into  oar  acts  of  legislation !  If  tyrants, 
as  ho  clearly  showed,  armM  with  power,  are 
construned  to  regard  the  will  of  uie  people, 
how  mnch  more  forcibly  should  that  argument 
apply  to  notional  legislatjon  in  a  Government 
whose  rery  basis  is  pablic  sentiment  t  The 
will  of  the  people  is  in  this  conntry,  most 
especially,  the  mainspring  of  all  political  insti- 
tntioD.  This,  alone,  can  with  os  give  impulse 
to  permanent  legislation. 

I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman  fi'om 
North  Oarolioa,  that  the  wise  men  who  gave 
form  to  the  conatitution,  are  against  me.  The 
jonmalH  of  that  day  reveal  a  Hmgnlar  incident 
relating  to  this  question,  which  may  seem  to 
array  against  me  a  most  distiDgnished  author- 
ity. When  the  constitution  was  in  progress, 
amid  the  jealousies  of  its  enemies,  ana  the 
anxieties  of  its  friends,  numerous  amendments 
were  proposed  by  the  several  Stat«  conren- 
tioDS.  Among  these,  Virginia  sought  to  ingraft 
upon  it  a  provision  that  would  seoore,  at  all 
tiines,  the  right  to  iraimet  Bepresentatives. 
In  the  first  Congrees  that  anbaeqnently  assem- 
bled, an  illostiious  man,  then  representing  that 
Btate,  and  who  has  since  thrown  a  lustre  over 
our  character  in  the  varions  acta  of  his  public 
life,  proposed  this  amendment,  with  an  omis- 
sion of  so  mnch  as  claimed  ihU  right  qfinttrue- 
tion,  I  am  not  prepared  to  receive  this  as 
evidence  of  his  own  enlightened  Tiew  of  the 
snbject.  The  constitution,  with  all  its  amend- 
ments, is  the  ofispring  of  a  spirit  of  compromise. 
This  alteration  (by  his  proposition)  of  the  ex- 

Jreesed  wishes  of  a  convention  in  whose  de- 
berationa  he  was  himself  a  clear  and  steady 
light,  owes  its  birth,  in  all  rational  probability, 
to  the  same  parent.  A  plain  refutation  may 
readily  be  given,  (in  my  humble  judgment,)  of 
all  doubts  that  clnster  round  this  question. 

In  whose  bands  b  the  wvereipity  of  this 
Union  repositedl  The  constitution  supplies 
Uie  answer:  In  those  of  the  people.  And 
what  is  the  lefrislative  power)  It  is  but  a 
seminal   princi^  which   frwitifies   in   those 


enactments,  denominat«d  htu.  Sir,  the  writers 
up<»i  Jorisprodence  inform  us,  that  Law  is  a 
rule  of  action  emanating  from  a  sovereign 
power,  commanding  what  is  right,  and  for- 
bidding what  ja  wrong.  I^  then,  the  people 
who  make  the  constitnent  body,  are  admitted 
to  be  sovereign,  and  each  representative  ex- 
presses the  sense  of  his  constituents  opon  every 
vote  he  vaj  ^ve,  in  the  passage  of  any  law, 
do  yon  not  obtuu  a  rule  of  action  emanating 
from  the  sovereign  power  of  the  United  Btate^ 
and  filling  up  the  measure  of  the  definlttra  I 
have  just  recited  f 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  asserts 
for  the  people  a  controlling  influence,  in  per- 
forming the  duty  required  of  this  Bouse,  wlW 
the  contingency  presents  itseli|  in  which  a 
ulettion  is  to  be  made  here  of  the  Chief  Uagis- 
trate,  becaose  the  constitution  recognizes  ia  the 
people  the  power  and  the  capacity  ta  make  the 
election.  There  ia  a  vice  in  this  argument 
which  I  think  is  but  apparent,  or  which  may 
be  ea^y  resolved  into  onr  difierence  ia  the  ap- 
plication of  terms.  The  ctmstitution  contem- 
plated an  election  by  the  people.  Bnt,  that  it 
was  daneerons  to  give  a  power  of  such  magni- 
tude, to  Tees  than  a  mqority  of  the  whide  who 
voted.  And  what  is  the  remedy  provided  for 
a  failure  so  to  choose  t  The  people  are  scatter- 
ed over  a  vast  extent  of  country ;  to  assemble 
tbem  together  is  impoeuble.  The  theory  of 
the  constitution  then  requires,   as  the  most 

Eractioable  mode,  if  a  popular  mEyority  cannot 
B  obtuned,  that  a  federative  m^ority  aball 
determine,  combining  with  it  the  popidar  in- 
fluence, by  requiring  a  selection  fhim  the  high- 
est on  the  people's  list.  This  is  not  the  only 
security  provided  by  the  system,  to  give  effect 
to  public  will.  Had  it  designed  to  make  your 
President  a  federative  officer,  tiie  choice,  in  the 
secoitd  instance,  might  have  been  given  to  the 
"'  '  S  in  their  corporate  capacities.  Not  ao. 
The  choice  is  to  be  mode  by  the  Hooae 
of  Representatives,  the  direct  and  immediat« 
dependenta  of  the  people,  but  that,  in  selecting, 
they  ^all  vote  by  States.  It  was  always  in- 
tended that  he  should  be  the  President  of  the 
_  le.  not  of  the  States,  nor  the  creature  of 
this'  House,  and  all  the  securities  which  tike 
constitution  could  funtish  to  aasur«  thia  end, 
seem,  in  my  view,  to  point  that  way.  It  ia 
true,  they  may  be  inadequate  to  the  purpoM^ 
bnt  that  it  was  demgned,  cannot  admit  of  doubt. 
This  House,  in  its  several  State  delegations^ 
cannot  be  considered  as  the  depository  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States,  but  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  not  responsible  to  the  States, 
but  to  the  districts  which  they  severally  repre- 
sent. Would  it  not  then  be  a  departure  from 
all  the  checks  and  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, designed  to  secure  the  responubility  of 
public  agents,  to  look  upon  members  here  as 
representing  the  Btat«s,  in  this  contingenay,  to 
whom  they  owe  no  obligation,  and  as  not 
representing  the  people  to  whom  all  account- 
ability is  secured  by  the  fimns  vi  the  oaaatitu- 
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tioD.  If  thk  eaatiaaioa  be  a  Just  derivative 
from  tfa«  view  taken,  vhat  is  the  pending  obli- 

gatiOD  in  maUng  thf  nhninj  J     A  BeiUe  of  politi- 

c«d  dat7  will  ^ve  the  inuoediate  replj.  The 
Preudeut  is  dednied  to  be  the  Ohief  Maj^strate 
of  the  utioD ;  Uke  appotntdng  bod^  is  choaen 
bj  the  people,  and  the  poblio-will  points  to  the 
path  of  Buetj  when  it  pinnta  to  the  peth  of 
antj. 

It  is  your  datj,  I>eoMue  jon  are  choeen.  hj 
ihose  who  hftve  the  inceptiTe  right  of  making 
the  election,  and  this  oonrse  jnetifles  and  re- 
iponda  to  the  high  tniet  confided.  Safety  re- 
aalts  from  it,  becaoae  the  nuwiatrate  so  ap- 
pointed reflects  the  wiehea  of  Uie  whole  mass 
of  the  people,  and  will  be  the  fJuthM  gnardian 
of  their  rights,  their  honor,  and  their  inde- 
pendenoe.  Elect  npon  these  principles,  and 
jon  oonstitate  «  President  who  unites  pnblio 
oonfidenoe  and  respect.  He  is  clothed  with  a 
■hield  for  yoor  protection  at  home,  and  armed 
with  the  sword  of  retributive  justice  to  pnnish 
forei^  agereoBion.  Ohooee  him  upon  the  other 
principle|be  is  the  creature  of  the  legislature, 
and  not  the  servant  of  the  people ;  dependent 
np<Hi  yon,  and  req>ousible  to  joxl,  what  secof' 
ity  is  left  for  the  preaervaUon  of  onr  popular 
■jstem?  Oan  he  oonlbine  the  a&botions  of  the 
people,  when  his  appointment  is  in  pnrsoanoe, 
not  of  their  wiU,  bat  in  manifest  contravention 
<tf  it  t  YoQ  maf  ,  indeed,  have  given  him  shape 
and  form,  and  encircled  him  with  the  trappings 
of  power  and  office,  bnt  he  is  not  touched  with 
the  vital  element  which  alone  can  give  him 
bring.  Is  he  muronnded  with  the  effectjons 
of  ft  gratefiil  and  confiding  people,  which  makes 
bim  the  servant "  of  the  people  for  the  pe<q>le'a 
sake?"  No,  sir;  heitporwied  by  their  fears, 
aod  trammelled  with  thdr  Jeolonsj.  The 
wishes  of  the  nati<m  driven  contemptnooslr 
before  him,  while  all  Qie  calunitiw  of  miamle 
firilow  in  the  rear. 

Ifor  does  the  evQ  stop  here.  Whoever  the 
indlvidool  nuj  be,  he  oan  be  bat  man.  HUed 
-with  the  frailties  that  belong  to  his  condition, 
irill  he  not  seek  to  ocmvert  his  pillow  of  thorns 
into  ft  bed  of  roeea,  and  mdiorate  his  condition 
hj  seeking  to  enanre  a  reappointment)  All 
the  porposes  of  oormption  will  be  essayed. 
The  creatnre  of  this  Honse,  deriving  being 
from  it,  amenable  bv  impeochiDMit  to  Uie  Sen- 
ate, 'who,  with  him,  nolo  the  q»pointing  power 
of  the  Government  thronriiout  the  extended 
q)here  of  patronage,  what,  m  some  coming  age, 
nifty  not  oocnr,  when  oormption,  which  grows 
with  onr  years,  shall  have  sapped  the  fonnda- 
tion  on  which  all  our  purity  rests !  The  purse 
of  the  notion  in  the  liaitds  of  this  Hooee,  may 
be  made  to  act  npoD  the  Senate,  and  they,  in 
retarn,  to  distribute  among  the  repreeentativee 
or  their  instruments,  all  the  offices,  lucrative 
or  bonorable.  What  ia  the  responsibility  of 
andi  a  President)     Not  in  the   impeaching 

ner  of  the  Senato— for  this  House,  in  which 
Bst  originate,  and  there,  where  he  is  to  ' 
tried,  ore  tua  co-portaers  in  guilt.    Sir,  to  i 


the  language  of  an  eloquent  gentleman  on  this 
floor,  it  was  contemplated  some  years  past,  "  to 
set  up  a  pageant  onder  color  of  law,"  in  the 
oh^  of  our  Ohief  Magistrate.  He  would  have 
been  the  President  of  the  legislatare,  not  of  the 
people.  And  does  any  man  believe,  for  ft 
moment,  that  each  a  thing  could  have  ad- 
niinistered  the  G)ovenunent )  He  woold  either 
have  fallen  a  victim  to  the  popular  rage,  which 
such  an  act  would  have  lifted  into  tempest,  or, 
had  he  weight  enoogh  to  auat^  hinuel£  the 
liberties  of  his  country  would  have  been 
crushed,  under  his  influence.  And  yet  the 
gentleman  from  North  Oarolina  counders  such 
principles  as  these,  Jacobinal  doctrines. 

[Mr,  Manotiv  here  observed,  in  explanation, 
that  he  had  never  said  that  these  were  the 
doctrines  of  jacobins.  What  he  had  said  woa 
this — that  all  jacobins  began  their  course  with 

117  ardent  profesuons  of  love  to  the  people.] 

How  does  the  explanation  of  the  ^ntleman 
aS«:t  the  prindple.  These  doctrmee  were 
professed  by  jaoohins,  and  with  them  Bons- 
parte  became  the  despot  of  France.  Are  such 
principles  the  teas  just  smong  our  sober  reflect* 
ing  people,  because  jacobins  and  N^toleon  pro- 
fe^ed  them  I  We  are  tdd  that  "  hypocrisy  is 
the  homage  which  vice  pays  to  virtue,"  and  it 
is  as  true  in  politics  as  in  morals.  If  others 
have  lost  their  freedom  by  being  duped  with 
each  a  deceptions  avowal  of  just  opinion^  shall 
we  abandon  them,  when  they  have  olreadr 
proved  the  sheet  anchor  of  our  safety)  It 
would  be  easy  to  retort,  by  saying,  Uiat,  if 
jaoohina  have  professed  these  principles,  the 
doctrines  of  the  gentleman  are  those  upon 
which  despotism  has  acted.  If  yon  view  this 
body  as  one  in  which  is  a  lodgment,  a  trust, 
of  the  powers  of  t«n  millions  of  pewie,  it  is  an 
august  Representative  Assembly.  If  a  body 
exerci«ng  such  high  prerogativea  independent 
on  the  people,  they  are  eitiier  so  many  mem- 
bers clothed  with  arbitrary  power,  or  they 
dwindle  into  individuality.  By  such  results, 
it  may  happen  that  the  pnblio  passions  are 
kindled;  the  forms  of  the  constitution  unable 
to  restrun  the  turbnlence  of  faction,  jacobina 
Bprine  up,  and  tyranny  follows.  It  was  not  these 
doctnnes  that  gave  a  Bonaparte  to  France,  bnt 
an  abandonment  of  ail  rational  love  of  liberty. 
Her  revolution  burst  out  as  a  volcano — its 
crater  was  the  birth-placo  of  Napoleon — ita 
lava  the  food  of  his  ambition.  He  was  mis- 
takenly huled  as  the  champion  of  freedom, 
nntdl  his  bloody  banners  floated  in  triumph  over 
the  fiurest  portions  of  continental  Europe. 
When  his  followers  awoke  from  the  delusions 
into  which  he  had  lulled  them,  the  iron  power 
of  despotism  had  fixed  its  dark  dominion. 
Both  he  and  his  precurrive  Jacobin  horde  are 
alike  swept  from  the  earth,  and  I  ask,  is  the  con- 
dition of  hmnanity  meliorated  by  the  ohangef 

Whenever,  Mr.  Ohairman,  a  strurele  shall 
arise  between  this  country  and  this  Uoaae  tor 
the  choice  of  Pr^ident,  we  may  shnddw  fat 
the  ccmtinaed  existence  of  onr  priitioal  instltn- 
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tloiu.    ^Kthar  the  repreeentBtlTe  body  will  aiiik 


Th«  wiae  and  jealotu  men  who  gaTe  bring 
to  onr  form  of  Govenimen^  were  deeply  read 
in  the  luBtorj  of  past  times,  and  th^  scanned, 
with  prophetic  eje,  the  coming  erenfis  of  ftitn- 
ri^.  The  moornfol  lot<of  all  Uie  OoTemmenta 
i)u(4tat«d  for  the  professed  porpoee  of  ensuring 
the  liberty  and  h^^ess  of  man,  filled  tiiem 
vith  qiprehendcaic  <A  iMagw  to  onr  new  ex- 
periment. The  opinion  was  received,  that  a 
aoblioan  form  of  Oovermnmt  was  snited 
y  to  a  small  extent  of  oonntnr ;  and  in  the 
exunplea  of  past  time^  they  foond  that  in- 
trigne^  faotioD,  and  oormptlon,  were  the  moat 
d«adlT  enemies  ot  demooraoy.  Ageijut  their 
aasaalts  they  son^t  to  plant  roond  the  pillars 
of  thia  new  and  expenmental  syatem,  eveiy 
posrible  enard.  They  oontended  that,  when 
tlia  pabular  will  was  to  be  gathered  from  a 
rr,  fiMtlon  and  intrigue, 
theatre  of  aoticm,  wonld 
o expand 


ua  pi^iuar  wm  was  to  m  nuierea  aoa 
widely  extended  territoiT,  botlon  and  intrigi 
alwt^  lindtad  In  thdr  theatre  of  aoticm,  woe 
not  be  able  to  expand  thrir  boom  over  this  vi 
oonfoderaoy.  Oornq>tion,  tunally  secret  in  its 
op«ntioiui,  ooold  not  show  ita^  in  the  face  of 
d^,  and  spread  its  inflnenoa  a 


ezpanse. 
In  seem 


r  tiw  ■ 


1  seonring  the  power  of  eleotlng  a  OUef 
Miigi«trat<  to  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
ao^ered  over  so  vast  a  territory,  It  was  be- 
Uered  that  anoh  only  woold  be  ohoeea  who 
poBseaeed  those  commanding  talenta,  and  those 
iahlime  virtnea,  that  are  the  subjects  of  nniver- 
aal  admiration.  By  adwtliig  the  prinoiple  of 
the  gentleman  tnaa  Delaware,  and  vestW  in 
this  Dody  an  irresptmdbla  power  of  aeleotion, 


amall  space  upon  which  foil  soope  ia  ftimiehed 
fbr  the  operation  of  theie  baneful  eoemiea  of 
otir  tno  inatitntions.  Upon  the  theory  I  have 
Bonght  to  advocate,  in  wnich  members  are  the 
mere  organa  thron^h  which  public  eentim^it 
la  disolosed  Qpon  this  floor,  this  great  oonserra- 
tive  principle  is  maintained  in  all  its  pnri^. 
The  nonorablB  ^tleman  f^m  Korth  Carolina 
a^ys  that,  by  this  oonrae.  no  election  ooold  pos- 
sibly be  made.  I  think  differently.  If  each 
rspreaentative  shall  here  ^>eak  the  sense  of  his 
ocHisUtDants,  and  that  ahoold  not  disclose  on 
the  ballot  a  m^ority  of  the  whole,  I  take  it 
that  hia  dnty  wonld  require  of  him  by  ail  ezer> 
tioDB  to  give  efitet  to  their  will  ^xKdd  this 
be  miatt&iable,  and  the  laat  ray  of  expectation 
be  axlingaished  in  the  gloom  of  despair,  he 
■hovld  cast  from  him  the  expired  hope,  and 
yiddiiu  to  the  greater  piindple,  which  makea 
the  sa^y  of  the  nation  the  supreme  law,  he 
■honld  make  a  President  of  one  who,  open  the 
best  evidenee  )>efore  him,  operating  upon  his 
honest  Judgment,  uipeared  to  oombme  the 
largest  shara  of  public  affection  and  national 
■opport.  The  predilections  of  a  part  must,  in 
the  end,  yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  whole.    The 
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gentlfflnan  from  North  Carolina  UBs  you  that, 
aooording  to  the  aigument  ot  the  gentleman 
"ifrom  Bonth  Oarolina,  yon  would  fall  to  make  a 
Ohief  Magistrate ;  and  yet  in  the  course  he 
spe^  of  puTsning  himself,  he  wonld  be  oon- 
daoted  to  the  same  result  He  telk  yon  that, 
for  hinuelfl  he  stands  on  an  isthmus  where  the 
wavee  mav  lash  in  vain ;  uiawed  by  fbar,  and 
unflotterea  byhope,  he  will  not  depart  from 
hia  groimd.  What  la  to  be  the  consequence, 
hot  the  same  catastrophe  which  he  hunibly 
thooRht  waa  anvibed  to  the  principles  of  the 
gentleman  from  Bouth  OaroUna. 

We  are  ftuiher  asked,  how  are  we  to  ascer- 
tain the  will  of  the  people  t  The  forma  of  the 
constitution,  framed  in  the  wisdom  of  departed 
patriots,  most  be  taken  as  the  surest  mdlca- 
tiona.  If  theee  are  wrong,  then  is  the  con- 
stitution ;  resting  on  a  Tieions  principle.  It  ia 
somewhtut  difBout,  in  this  conntry,  amid  boUi 
the  freedom  and  the  lieentiousneee  of  the  pree^ 
to  mistake  the  rigns  of  the  times.  He  would 
not  seek  to  propsgate  theoretical  principle^ 
to  which  he  would  not  in  practice  conform. 
Those  who  sent  him  here  knew  that  he  wonld 
have  preferred  two  other  candidates  to  the  one 
who  is  their  ohtrfoe.  He  had  no  time  to  hed- 
tate,  with  his  limited  intelligence.  He  could 
not  presume  to  put  his  Judgment  in  redstance 
to  the  mass  of  intdftgence  in  the  forty  thousand 
electing  him.  It  had  been  in  vain  fbr  him  to 
tell  them  of  his  predilections  and  high  estimate 
of  others.  They  presented  him  their  candidate, 
of  whom  they  Haid,  his  geniua  was  his  forbmcv 
and  his  virtues  his  arts,  his  past  service  a  pledge 
for  the  fotnre,  and  by  their  sense  required  him 
to  give  that  candidate  bis  support  Their  will 
was  to  him  a  law.  Not  a  cold  and  dnbious 
support  should  follow  it,  but  one  that  would 
fitfter  with  the  last  hope. 

Mr.  MoLahe,  of  Delaware,  roee,  and  said, 
that  he  had  been  the  unintentional  eaose  of  a 
debate,  which  he  reerett«d  now  to  be  obliged 
forther  to  prolong.  If  he  could  have  foreseen 
the  range  uie  deMte  would  have  token,  when 
he  briefly  stated  the  grounds  which  would 
influence  his  course,  he  would  have  contented 
himself  with  a  rilent  vote ;  but,  unprofitable  aa 
the  discussion  was  likely  to  be;  he  felt  bonnd 
to  make  some  reply  to  the  observations  of  tha 
gentieman  from  Bonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  HoDur- 
nx.)  That  gentieman  had  seised  upon  one  or 
two  general  positions,  which  he,  (Mr.  McL.) 
had  oria^naUy  advanced,  to  deliver,  with  his 
nsual  t^nt  and  adroitness,  a  popular  harangm 
npon  the  Presidential  queetion,  which,  thou^ 
oertwnly  eloqaent,  waa  any  thing  but  an  answer 
to  the  argument  which  Mr.  MoL.  had  submitted. 
Mr.  MoL.  said  he  felt  under  no  obligation  to 
follow  the  gentieman  through  all  the  topics  to 
which  he  had  adverted,  and  he  conld  bnt  re- 
mark, that  the  observations  of  the.  gentieman 
would  have  been  much  more  pertinent  if  he 
had  been  making  a  new  constitution,  than  in 
interpreting  the  present.  Mr.  MoL.  s^d  It  waa 
no  part  of  his  business  to  inquire,  whetiMr 
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p«q>l«  oonld  be  man  readily  attidned. 
«n^i^  for  bim  to  ocmridw  his  own  rights  k 
iuGaa  under  tlie  oonstituHon  u  it  esirts  at 
present 

The  points  between  the  notlnnaa  from 
Sontlk  dandins  and  0170^  aM  Mr.  MdL^ 


ber  of  Uie  Honse  of  BepresentatiTeB  li»Te  no 
ri^t  to  instrnot  him  Id  bis  vote  for  a  Pred- 
d^t,  and  Uiat  thon^  the  OTdruon  of  the  peo- 
^  of  this  Union,  when  oirij  asoertained. 
would  be  entitled  to  great  weiaht,  it  would 
not  be  absolntelf  imperative,  tint  that  the 
n^reeentadTe  ehonld,  id  all  cases,  exerdse  a 
aocnd  and  honest  Jnd^ent,  ackiiowled(^iiK 
(odf  liis  ulterior  rerooiunbilitf .  Thk  is  denied 
bj  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  who 
asHrts  the  light  of  instrnctionj  in  this  instance, 
to  the  MIeat  esteut.  To  theee  points,  Ur. 
ICdL.  said  tie  should  oonflne  tiis  argniDent, 
kaving  tbe  mass  of  the  gentleman's  renuAs 
to  prodnce  an  efibet  wherMoerer  they  m^h' 

X  distingnish  oor  dnfy,  said  Mr.  MoL.,  m 
eleotioirM  &  President  from  that  in  oasei 
ordinsTT  legislation,  tbongb  not  admitting  the 
ri^it  (H  instraction  in  either,  beoaose,  in  the 
Ibrmar,  onr  dnties  are  not  legisWive  bnt  rather 
Jndioial,  or  a  part  of  the  dectin^  franchise, 
whieh,  in  its  very  oharaoter,  im|^es  freedom 
of  thoogfat  and  aotion. 

The  gentleman  also  distingoishea  tbese  doUes, 
bat  reaches  the  opposite  oonolnsion.  He  denies 
the  right  of  instnictJon  in  matters  of  ordinary 
legidstioD,  jet  contends  for  it  in  our  eleotor&l 
dntdee  I  His  theory  is,  f4)  my  mind,  &llacioiia 
and  iuisa&&ctory.    He  says  the  people  have 


[>  fight  to  make,  sre  incapable  of  mskmglavs. 
id  therefore  ddoMte  that  power  to  as,  and 
A  oontrol  ns ;  bnt  the  people  have  a  right 


It  a  FreradenI;  and  therefore  can  instract 
OS  in  onr  oholoe  I  If  the  premises  were  soond, 
a  precisely  opposite  oonulnsion  wonld*  clearly 
fdlow;  for,  in  the  first  instance,  not  being 
sUe  to  make  laws,  the  people  might  well  be 
•iqq>oeed  to  ooDstitnt«  as  their  agents  to  sot  for 
thexp.  and  therefore,  to  a  oertsin  extent,  retain- 
iag  the  right  to  exeroiee  a  reasonable  inflaenoe 
ona  onr  conduct;  bat,  in  the  other  case,  hav- 
ing the  right  to  make  a  President  for  them- 
•eTTes,  and  &iling  to  do  so,  they  ooold  not 
elaim  to  direct  w,  wbo  are  not  acting  for  them, 
but  for  onrselve*  and  the  nation  at  large.  The 
anramoit,  however,  is  not  well  fonnded. 

llie  theory  of  onr  Government,  it  is  tnie,  is, 
that  aU  power  Is  tn  the  people,  and  derived 
from  the  people— bnt  they  never  aot  themselves, 
a:oepting  in  their  electoral  franchise.  They 
aot  tiirongh  the  different  organs  and  fonction- 
arles  of  the  Government,  appointed  by  the  oon- 
sUtntion  and  the  laws,  and  tbej  have  no  proper 

Sht  to  aot  in  any  other  way.    These  fimotion- 
ee  are  always  reeponrible  for  a  wise  and 
Caithfol  discharge  of  th^  Tarioos  dalies,  bnt 


cannot  be  instrncted  in  their  e 
Congress  are  anthorized  to  pass  laws ;  and  the 
jodicial  power  to  ezecnte  them — the  peoplo 
give  the  power  to  both,  bnt  they  cannot  proper- 
fy  instruct  either. 

Bnt,  sdd  Mr.  MoL.,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Oarolina  farther  argued,  that  the  will  of 
the  people  is  the  paramonnt  law,  oooording  to 
what  be  was  pleased  to  term  the  philosophy 
of  the  oonstitation — to  this  the  representative 
is  bonnd  to  yield  his  judgment  and  conscience ; 
and  shame,  and  disfj^aoe,  and  infamy,  are  de- 
nonnoed  as  the  portion  of  him  who  snail  ven- 
ture to  obey  hia  own  sense  of  right  in  oppod- 
tion  to  this  will  1  Before  he  ooold  reoognlsa 
a  power  so  absolute,  Mr.  MoL.  said,  he  was 
disposed  to  examine  its  source  and  oharaoter. 
He  would  make  no  loity  profoBsiona  of  regard 
for  the  will  of  the  people,  according  to  the 

Ehraee  of  the  day.  Nothing  was  more  easy, 
owever — nothing  more  common — it  was  the 
ordinary  theme  of  all  political  declamation.  It 
is  the  common  price  of  power,  and  paid  most 
liberally  by  those  who  most  covet  it.  We 
eoaroely  read  of  a  tyrant,  the  first  page  in 
whose  history  is  not  filled  with  haUelojans  to 
the  people's  wUl.  Sir,  sud  he,  ambition  seeks 
not  to  be  governed,  but  to  govern ;  to  govern 
the  people ;  and  it  Satters  the  people  to  pnt 
more  power  over  them.  But,  it  is  the  wild 
tomnltoous  will  that  is  thns  conrted ;  that 
which  springs  from  sndden  excitements,  Ir- 
regular  ebomtions,  stirred  np  by  practical 
causes,  and  ccntOned  to  partlcnUr  districts. 
Of  this  false  image  of  the  people's  will  he  waa 
no  worshipper :  whil^  for  the  real  will  of  the 
people,  he  sincerely  felt  a  profound  reverence. 
I  mean,  said  he,  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the 
peopl^  eorutitutUmftUy  entreseed,  in  t^e  mode 
prescribed  by  the  laws.  It  is  this  will  which 
is  the  great  moral  and  political  power  on  which 
the  Government  reposes.  It  is  this  wiil  which 
comes  in  the  panoply  of  the  oonstitntion,  and 
should  be  a  law  to  aU,  He  wonld  recognise 
DO  other  will  of  the  people,  than  that  so  made 
manifest :  every  thing  else  was  but  its  coun- 
terfeit, for  tUe  oonstitntional  will,  we  mani- 
fest onr  respect,  by  cherishing  and  snstdning 
the  InstjtatiODS  of  its  creation.  And  of  his 
respect,  he  said,  he  wonld  give  a  practical 
pnxi^  by  yielding  a  generous  support  to  the 
man  on  whom  the  oonstitntional  manifestation 
of  thia  will  should  rest,  supporting  him  when 
ri^t,  and  opposing  him  when  wrong. 

ThA  gentleman  from  South  Garolina  mja,  the 
election  of  the  Freddent  by  the  petmle,  is  the 
best  mode  which  htnoaa  wisdom  can  devise.  I 
m^  admit  the  porition,  hot  what  follows  t  The 
constitution  snppoeee  it  the  beet,  end,  ther^bre^ 
reaorta  to  it  in  the  first  Instauee :  but  it  also  sop- 
poees  it  may  ^1  in  ita  object  It  reqnlres  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  &tdt  of  some  one  candi- 
date, to  make  an  election;  it  supposes  this  ma- 
'  only  nnattainable,  and,  in  such  an  event,  which 
las  now  happened,  directs  a  new  mode  of  eleo 
tion,andb7adiflbrentpower.    laikgf-" 
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power.  There  is  none  but  the  number  to  which 
tlte  ohcdce  ia  limited.  Within  this  nomber  it  is 
in  vela  to  shackle  oar  discretion. 

The  constitntioDineaDt,  and  for  wise  purposes, 
that  tike  direct  agencj  of  the  people,  in  this  elec- 
tion, sbonld  oease  after  the  result  of  the  electoral 
votee,  and  ths^  in  the  new  and  further  election, 
the  federative  principle  of  the  GoverDmeDt 
shonld  operate — r^eoting  all  influenoe  from 
nombers  and  the  weight  of  population.  It  be- 
came absolntelj  necessary  to  resort  to  snob  a 
prinoipla  to  promote  and  ensure  an  election,  ij 
disregarding  the  cansea  which  had  prerented  it 
in  the  deotoral  colleges.  It  deagned  to  remove 
US  &om  that  rerj  innaeQce  whiuh  bad  defeated 
the  will  of  the  m^oritj.  Bj  giving  each  State 
a  vote,  withont  regard  to  its  population,  the 
electoral  oombinations  or  dissfreementa  are 
broken  np,  and  a  new  prlndi^e  established. 
Bnt  the  doctrine  contended  for,  b;  the  gentle- 
nan  ^m  South  Oarolica,  brings  the  force  of  the 
popolatioD,  in  the  worst  and  most  irregular  form, 
to  operate  on  the  election  here,  and  disi^ipoint 
the  great  object  of  the  obange. 

SiTj  said  Mr.  UoLun,  it  is  plain,  iJiat,  if  the 
oonstitntion  bad  deemed  the  fWther  ageno7  of 
tiie  people  essential,  or  even  proper,  it  would 
not  nave  devolved  ^e  election  i^pon  ns,  where 
tlia  largest  and  smaUest  State  ia  opos  an  eqnal- 
ity,  but  would  have  sent  it  back  to  the  people 
for  a  new  effort.  It  would  have  remitted  the 
doioe  to  them  with  the  same  restriction  as  to 
the  number  of  candidates,  or  it  wonld  have  sent 
the  election  to  us,  to  .be  made  in  proportion  to 
the  numbers  of  each  State  on  this  floor. 

If  it  were  deemed  inexpedient  to  send  the 
choice  back  to  the  people,  for  a  eontUtutvmal 
expreesion  of  their  preference,  it  cannot  be  wise 
to  oontrol  it  here  bv  a  loose  manifestation,  or  bj 
vagne  and  epeoulative  ooqjectures. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  sud  Mr. 
MoL.,  has  spoken  of  an  "  inchoate  election. " 
He  says  the  people  have  commenced  the  choica, 
and  that  we  are  only  to  complete  what  they  have 
begun.  He  did  not,  be  stud,  entirely  oompre- 
bend  the  force  of  these  remarks.  If  tie;  were 
deogned  to  argue  that  we  should  b^n  where 
the  people  bad  left  o^  pushing  the  highest  by 
preference  to  the  others,  be. could  not  assent  to 
the  proposition.  Such  an  idea  was  ss  imprao- 
t^ble  as  it  wonld  be  to  add  8tat«s  to  inmvid- 
nal  votes.  Bnt  the  act  of  the  people,  he  oon- 
t«nded,  was  oomplet^  and  their  power  at  an  end. 
Their  act  was  to  ballot  for  a  choice — if  any  one 
received  a  m^ority,  the  .tUotiea  was  complete. 
If  such  a  m^ority  did  not  appear,  the  faihire 
was  as  complete.  He  oontended  that  the  people 
were  done  witb  the  matter.;  it  was  no  longer  in 
their  hands ;  it  had  passed  into  ours,  accom- 
panied with  a  deep  reapensibili^,  which  we 
could  not  otherwise  discharge,  than  by  an  hon- 
est, congoientiona  performance  of  our  duty,  ac- 
cording to  our  own  honest  judgment 

What  then,  said  Mr.  UoLans,  are  our  rights 


and  duties  in  this  matter  1  The  oonBtitnti<m, 
by  which  they  are  prtecribed,  proridea,  that  if 
no  pereoo  shall  have  a  m^riij,  then,  from  the 
persons  having  the  highest  numbers,  not  exceed- 
ing three,  the  House  of  B^avsentatives  shall 
ehoote,  immediaUl}/,  by  ballot,  the  President. 
The  time  of  making  this  choice,  does,  of  itself, 
exclude  the  idea  of  any  interference  of  liie  people 
by  instructions.  The  House  are  to  prooeed  i)t- 
mtdiately  to  the  performance  of  their  dnty,  . 
making  it  impossible  to  prooore  any  concerted 
or  regular  movement  by  the  people  to  expreoa 
tb^  wish.  Any  other  than  such,  would  b« 
worse  than  folly — it  would  be  delnmve  and 

But  the  House  of  Representatives  are  to 
dcoM  a  President.  This  is  both  a  right  and  a 
duty.  The  right  of  ehootaif,  implies  the  ri^t 
of  selection — it  implies,  also,  discretion ;  the  ex- 
ercise of  an  uobused  judgment,  the  duty  of 
considering  the  fitness  and  qualifications  of  the 
respective  candidates,  their  com{urative  merits, 
their  capacity  to  susttun  the  institntionB  of  the 
country,  to  promote  the  safety  and  happinees 
of  the  people  at  home,  and  the  honor  and  gloij 
of  the  nation  abroad ;  in  shorty  di,  it  necessarily 
im^ies  the  right  of  considering  eyery  tiling 
which  fairly  ^pertuns  to  the  preference  to  be 
ultimately  declared.  It  is  our  duty  to  examine 
and  deliberate  upon  everything  connected  with 
the  sabject,  in  reference  to  the  object  to  be  at- 
tmned.  Are  genUemen  willing  to  have  this 
great  duty  resolved  into  a  simple  inquiry  ints 
personal  popnlarity )  of  which  of  the  three  onr 
particular  oonstituents  might  prefer  t  or  which 
wonld  be  most  popular  in  a  given  strict  or 
State  I  Bach  an  mquiry  would  divert  ns  en- 
tirely fhtm  the  merits  of  the  oaodidatee,  and 
lead  ns  into  a  field  where  everything  is  doubt 
and  coT\jectnre,  What  sud  he,  ore  the  powera 
of  the  people,  when  iMy  aie  makiug  the  eJee- 
tion,  and  by  what  motives  are  they  to  be  sup- 
posed to  be  influenced  in  their  choice  t  There 
are  no  limits  to  their  power ;  thq/  may  even  in- 
dolge  in  whim  and  caprice ;  bnt  a  wise,  and  vir- 
tuous, and  inteliigeut,  and  patriotio  people,  must 
be  presumed  to  be  guided  in  their  choice  by  the 
character  aud  fltnees  of  the  candidate.  They 
look  for  a  Chief  Magistrate  capable  of  presiding 
with  safety  and  honor  over  the  deetinies  of  the 
conntrj,  and  less  power  than  they  possess  over 
the  subject,  would  be  inadequate  to  the  object 
— would  impair  their  elective  franchise  I  IJave 
we  not  the  eome  duties  to  perform,  the  same  ob- 
jects to  attain,  and  are  we  clothed  with  less 
power  aod  fewer  means  for  their  attainment  t 
Oould  it  have  been  the  design  of  this  constitu- 
tion to  commit  this  high  trust  to  onr  hands,  and 
leave  ua  dependent  upon  the  will  or  caprico  of 
others  for  its  execution  t  It  is  our  duty,  and 
our  right  to  "  chooie;  "  but,  if  we  are  liable  to 
be  instmcted,  nay,  commanded  in  our  ehoio^ 
the  choice  is  not  ours,  but  theirs  who  inslruot 
ns ;  it  is  not  a  free  and  independent  selection, 
but  obedience  to  the  oommands  of  a  superior. 

This  doctrine  of  the  plurali^  pre&ruioe  jai. 
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of  iiutniotion,  vonld  naturally  lead  to  tba  most 
dsogeroos  oooaeqnenoes,  and  defeat  one  great 
o^eet  of  ouufiding  the  choice  to  as.  It  holds 
all  oar  information  and  expeiienoe  for  naught, 
and  depriree  tlie  pet^le  of  all  advantage  &om 
the  very  qoalitiefl  for  which  the;  tiave  uelected 
OS  for  thU  dntf.  It  oan  r&rel;  happen  that  the 
people  of  these  Btat«B  can  have  a  fall  knowledge 
of  the  character  and  prinoiplee  of  men  who  maf 
be  presented  for  their  eaSngee.  QTbe;  jndge 
from  the  repreaentatioDS  of  obBera,  or  from  some 
sin^e  gUriog  or  Btiilcinz  act, 

The  preference  is  no  doubt  fbmtded  upon  fais 
sappoved  fitness  and  oapaoitj.  They  believe 
him  to  be  a  wise,  enlightened,  and  virtooaa 
Btatesman,  sound  and  practical  in  bis  views,  and 
deserriog  their  confidence.  But,  ia  it  sot  pos- 
uble  for  all  these  calcalations  to  prove  nnfoond- 
ed  !  Let  me  suppose,  sir.  a^d  he,  that  we,  who 
may  be  better  ao^aauitea  with  the  indiTidaal, 
vhen  we  come  to  mspeot  hia  character  and  test 
bis  fitnesB,  find  that  he  is  in  realitj  dietiogaisbed 
for  no  one  virtae,  for  which  the  people  preferred 
lum;  that,  in  oar  consciences,  we  should  be  per- 
eaaded  he  was  whollj  incapable  of  administer- 
ing the  Government — what  would  the  gentle- 
man from  S.  0.  do  in  such  s  easel  Would  he 
surrender  his  judgment  and  conscience  to  the 
mistaken  preference  of  hia  constituents,  or  fear- 
lesalj  consult  his  higher  duty  to  hie  country  t 

It  was  no  stretch  of  the  imaginatjon,  saia  Mr. 
JfoLure,  for  him  to  eanpoee  f^lber,  that  some 
one  candidate,  returned  to  the  House  of  Bepre- 
seutatives,  should  be  discovered  in  the  use  of 
improper  means  to  promote  his  eleration :  the 
patronagB  of  his  office  ui%7  have  been  held  out 
in  anticipation,  and  indications  of  a  policy  and 
administration  iijjarious  to  the  great  intereeta 
of  the  nation.  In  such  a  case,  who  ooald  he&- 
tate  between  the  niaiidat«  of  Ins  instraotion,  and 
his  dot/  to  the  natioDj 

Sir,  said  Mr.  MoLajn,  the  only  true  and  safe 
ooone,  is  to  treat  this  body  as  on  independent 
tiibonsi,  bound  to  elect  the  man  beat  qualified, 
in  their  Judgment,  to  administer  the  afiaira  of 
the  nation. 

If  we  are  boood  bj  inatmotioDa,  who  have  the 
right  to  inatnict  Qst  It  has  been  already  shown, 
that  the  election  here  iajisd^atrnt,  and  not  by 
»aniberi;  the  votes  are  by  Statet  and  not  by 
the  People.  Wa  ore  called  to  perform  this  dnty 
for  the  whole  nation,  notJbr  any  part  of  it;  for 
all  the  States,  and  not  for  any  one  in  particular. 
When  we  enter  upon  thia  dot;,  we  lose  onr  re- 
lation to  our  immediate  constituents,  and  are 
charged  with  a  duty  for  the  whole  Union.  We 
become  the  Judges  and  umpires  of  the  whole; 
we  are  to  act  for  the  ioteresta  of  the  mhole. 

It  is  in  this  way  only,  that  the  eqoalitT  of  the 
Totas  of  Btat«s  here,  can  be  reoon<uled  with  the 
general  theory  of  the  QovemmenL  If  I  act 
here  under  the  instruction  and  dominion  of  Del- 
aware, the  population  of  that  State  controls  ten. 
ibid  its  numbers  elsewhere.  But;  if  I  act  here, 
under  no  more  particular  responsibility  to  my 
immediate  coustituenta  in  Delaware,  thui  to  the 


rest  of  the  Union,  and  consolting  the  intereala 
of  the  whole,  this  disparity,  whioh  has  been  so 
mud)  compMned  o^  diaappears. 

If  in  this  eleolJon  I  preserve  my  ordinary  r». 
lation  to  the  people  of  Delaware,  then  to  them 
only  am  I  reqwnsible,  and  npon  me  their  in- 
structions only,  are  obligatory.  What  then  be- 
iximes  of  the  plarality  vote,  &  their  instmotions 
command  me  to  disregard  and  disobey  it. 

According  to  the  theory  for  which  he  con- 
tended, Bwd  Mr.  MoLuiB,  the  dnty  of  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  is  that  of  a  great  moral 
agent,  looking,  with  a  single  eye,  to  the  wel- 
fare of  a  common  coontiy,  and  guided  by  con- 
siderations of  a  similar  kmd.  He  acts  fearleaa- 
ly  and  independentiy  to  the  attainment  of  that 
end :  if  he  ilul,  from  weakness  of  character,  or 
through  corrupt  means,  and  give  Just  offence, 
or  produce  injury  to  the  people,  the  reme^  is 
found  in  the  elective  power  of  the  people.  It 
is  the  ultimate  remedy  for  all  evils  and  abases 
in  the  Qovemment,  and  will  never  prove  ineffl- 
caoioQB  as  long  as  each  public  functionary  shall 
be  kept  within  its  appropriate  sphere.  There 
is  force  enough  in  it  to  secure  an  honest  dis- 
charge of  our  duty — it  is  terrible  only  to  evil- 
doers. If  it  be  rashly  or  vindictively  applied, 
it  deprivea  us  of  the  honor  of  a  seat  here ;  but 
it  leaves  ns  in  possession  of  that  which  is  of 
far  more  value,  and  well  calculated  to  allevi- 
ate the  loss  of  place.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
honor  of  a  seat  m  this  House  is  to  be  lightly 
est«Bmed,  or  that  he  who  could  not  surrender 
it  without  r^ret,  would  be  tmworthy  of  its  oo- 
onpation ;  but  I  will  say,  that  it  is  not  likely  to 

1  nonored  by  him  who  wonld  be  inoMable  of 


of  figuring  in  an  opposition  to  the  popular 
clamor,  nor  was  he  at  all  disposed  to  coort  re- 
sponAbility ;  bat  he  would  not  shrink  from  it; 
when  it  came  spoa  him,  and  he  eonld  imagine 
it  to  be  soraetimes  a  virtue  to  oppose  even  the 
wildest  .tumult.  It  behooved  every  man  placed 
in  such  a-etotion  to  meet  the  crisis  with  calm- 
ness and  fortitude ;  to  throw  hia  eyes  abroad 
over  the  whole  scene,  and  do  the  best  for  the 
safety  and  h^piness  of  the  whole.  It  would 
ill  become  na,  ne  aud,  in  suoh  a  crisis,  to  be 
found  timid  and  wBTeriqg,  infirm  of  porpoae, 
bending  to  the  storm,  or  yidding  our  Judgmenta 
to  the  commands  of  others. 

Our  gveat  duty,  apon  such  an  occaaioa  as  l^e 
present,  was  to  compose  difflcultiea,  not  to 
heighten  them  with  others,  or  to  he  a^tat«d 
by  them  ourselves.  The  supposition  is,  when 
the  Section  of  a  President  devolves  upon  this 
Hoaae.  that  the  public  voice  has  been  distrust- 
ed and  dis^acted  by  serious  and  unavoidable 
difficnlties :  by  the  number  of  candidates,  per- 
sonal predilections,  and  hostility ;  local  views 
and  seational  jealoosy ;  party  feelings  and  taa- 
tious  eicitemesL  By  theee  and  other  oanses, 
the  public  mind  may  have  been  thrown  into 
the  most  bitter  and  violent  commotion,  alarm- 
ing to  both  soeial  and  pablio  tranqniUily.    lb* 
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ooiutitatlon  ereota  this  Hoiue  into  a  high  and 
■acred  bribnnal,  to  compose  and  quiet  Uieee  am- 
grj  elements — to  allow  time  for  their  tuf  to 
■ohaide — to  bring  order  oat  of  ooDAiirion.  We 
ihonid  he  false  to  oarselvee  and  to  the  oountry, 
it,  instead  of  doing  so,  we  should  laimoh  ftnih 
oiM>n  this  wild  ocean,  and  fret  and  rex  it  afrvsb. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  nj  how  snrelf  this  would 
be  done  by  brinring  pabUo  excitement  to  ope- 
rate Dpon  oar  deliberraona  in  such  an  eleetioo. 

Then,  nr,  stud  'Hi.  MoLun,  if  I  be  eoneot 
in  the  views  I  hare  taken  of  the  rights  and  do- 
tiee  of  the  Honae  of  it^eaentatiTet  in  tbla 
election,  does  it  not  follow,  tiiat  all  attempts  to 
control,  or  sway,  or  intimidate  the  free  eier- 
dse  of  OUT  aober,  independent  Jndfment,  are 
indecorom  and  improper  t  He  would  not  now 
detain  the  Hoose,  after  the  time  he  had  already 
oonsmned,  In  detailing  the  rarions  means  whidi 
mkht  be  employed,  and  the  different  kinds  of 
in£ienoe  whioh  mioht  be  brooght  to  ocaOxtA 
the  independeuoe  vl  membov.  It  was  nnne- 
oeasary  for  him,  he  said,  to  deacribe  the  tdbota 
of  all  those  popular  en^^nes  which  a  itate  of 
high  pnblic  excitement  alw^s  pnta  in  motion, 
and  which,  from  the  seeds  sown  in  oonuty 
meetings,  to  the  froita  ^pearing  in  the  persons 
of  self-constitDted  committees,  wliich  may  daily 
enrroimd  this  Hall,  were  constantly  operating. 
We  gnard  the  election  by  the  people,  stUd  he, 
from  all  tomolt  and  disorder,  and  oarefUly 
banish  all  iUeiritimBte  influence  at  a  distance. 
Why  are  we  learM  of  surroundinf 
liti^ties  with  eqoal  secmity  t  The 
ail  theee  influences  is  progressiTe;  and  the 
most  feaifnl  apprehenrions  entertained,  by  able 
oranm^tators  npcoi  onr  oonstitntioa,  of  an  elec- 
tion by  the  Honse  of  Sepresent^Tes,  have 
been  from  the  efiM  of  these  extraneons  infln- 
eocea,  tioth  civil  and  military,  which  may  easi- 
ly be  pat  in  motion,  Hr.  MoL.  said  he  had  ao 
apprehension  of  sach  evils  at  the  present  day ; 
bat  he  repeated,  that  now,  when  every  thing 
was  oomparatively  tranqnil  and  secnre,  was  the 
most  soitsble  time  to  make  providon  for  the 
day,  when  the  tempers  of  Kentlemen  woald  be 
lesfl  calculated  for  cool  deliberation.  If  the 
people  bad  no  power  to  interfere  with  our  oon- 
dnct,  they  conld  cliUm  no  right  to  snperintend 
onr  deliberations.  He  had  as  little  at  stake  as 
others,  however,  and  ahonld  submit,  with 
good  a  grace,  to  the  decision  of  the  Honse. 

Hr.  Webbteb  then  rose,  and  said,  that  the 
precise  qoestJon  before  the  oonunlttee,  as  he 
nnderstood  it,  was  on  eipnnging  that  part  <^ 
Uie  third  rale  to  be  observed  m  oonduoong  the 
approaching  election,  which  preecribes  that  the 
gaUeriea  of  this  House,  which  at  first  are  to  be 
open  to  the  public,  may  be  cleared  at  any  time 
pending  the  election,  at  the  reqaest  of  the  dele- 
gation of  any  one  State.  K  the  motion  ob- 
ulna,  the  standLng  nile  of  the  House  on  this 
inlijeot  will  then  be  in  order,  which  is,  Aat  the 
Bpraker,  as  a  matter  of  daty^  and  a  matter  of 
oonrse^  may  cause  the  gallenes  to  tte  cleared 
whenever  any  disorder,  on  the  part  of  those 


who  attend  there,  dliall,  in  Us  opinion,  render 
it  expedient  and  proper.  Bo  that,  in  tact,  the 
qaestion  before  the  committee,  which  has  been, 
he  would  not  say,  the  sul^eot,  but  whioh  baa 
been  the  occasion  of  such  an  extended  discus- 
sion, is  sinmly  thta,  whether  the  power  of  clear- 
ing the  gaderies,  in  case  of  discmler,  shall  rest 
trUb  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  or  with  fbe 
delegation  from  a  State.  This  ia  the  precise 
qDesoon,  which  the  committee  have  to  decide. 
A  vety  broad  discusdon  had  been  gone  into,  aa 
to  the  efibct  of  those  varioos  comdderationa 
whkh  ought  to  Influence  a  member  of  this 
House  in  giving  his  vote.  As  oonstitoting, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  delegation  of  a 
Btat&  he  would  not  say  that  the  arguments 
which  had  been  brought  forward  bad  not  any 
relation  to  each  other.  But  he  must  say,  that 
their  relation  to  the  question  before  the  com- 
mittee, was  but  slight  The  qaeetion  had  been 
treated  with  a  view  to  national  considerations, 
but  it  must  be  extremely  evident,  that  the 
House  could  not  prescribe  how  much  relative 
oondderation  ought  to  be  given  to  one,  and 
how  mnofa  to  another  of  these  conraderationa. 
And  in  such  a  esse  each  member  most  judge 
for  htmsdf^  what  degree  of  respect  is  due  to 
this  or  that  mode  of  expressing  pnblic  opinion. 
Whether  he  shall  have  regard  to  public  opinion 
as  it  now  is,  or  as  it  will  soon  be ;  on  every 
aaestion  of  this  kind,  eadi  man  must  decide 
for  himself.  A  course  of  remark  has  be^ 
gone  into,  historical  sllnsions  had  been  made, 
and  not  very  slight  denonciations  had  been  ut- 
tered, in  relation  to  a  former  precedent,  to  all 
which  it  might  be  ejected  that  ha  should 
moke  some  repl^ ;  and  be  certunly  felt,  as  was 
natoral  in  his  circumstances,  a  strong  dedre  to 
do  so ;  bat  he  was  restrtuned  from  indul^ng 
this  deare,  by  what  he  conrndered  to  be  bia 
duty  to  the  House.  It  must  ba  by  this  time, 
perfectly  evident,  that  no  valuable  result  cotdd 
be  obtamed  by  the  most  protracted  discnasion ; 
and  he  would  submit  to  the  candor  of  gentie- 
men  the  propriety  of  making  some  dispomtioa 
of  the  suMect  before  them,  withoot  Airther 
delay.  He  noped  that  the  motion  he  was  about 
to  make  would  be  received  in  tbe  spirit  in 
which  it  was  made.  The  Honse  was  on  the 
eve  of  a  great  and  interesting  duty.  It  was 
indispensable  that  some  rules  of  proceeding 
should  previously  be  adojjted.  With  respect  to 
the  particular  rule  now  in  dlscusdrai,  he  con- 
sidered it  as  very  unimportant  in  itself.  If  im- 
portant at  all,  It  had  only  been  made  so  by  the 
discuB8i<ai  of  which  it  had  been  made  the  sub- 
jects Bather  than  spend  ten  minutes  more  of 
the  time  of  the  Honse,  he  wonld,  for  himself 
willingly  consent,  that  the  power  in  question 
shoold  remain  with  the  Speaker,  or  should  be 
given  to  the  delegation  of  a  State.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  that  the  committee  do  now  rise, 
and  that  the  residue  of  the  rules  should  be  de- 
termined on  In  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  oommit- 
tee  then  rose^  rep<H!ted  progress  and  wera  i»- 
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Aued  leare  to  At  again :  and  tb«  oommittoe 
was  disoharged  from  the  fbither  oonsideration 
of  tlw  anbieot. 

On  motuMi  of  Ur.  Cooxx,  the  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  ftirther  oonaideration  of  the 
rnlea  referred  to ;  and  they  were  Md  on  thr 
table.  They  were  then  taken  op  and  read  it 
order.   The  flrat  rale  is  in  the  followiDg  words 

"  lit  In  the  eient  of  its  appealing,  on  opening 
■n  the  certificates,  and  coaating  the  Totea  gtren  by 
the  elector!  of  the  KTeral  States  for  Prendeat,  that 
DO  pervon  ha4  ■  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whale 
aomber  of  the  electors  app{nat«d,  aod  the  remit 
dull  hare  beea  declared,  die  ume  Bball  be  entered 
on  the  Jonniali  of  this  Home." 

This  rale,  having  been  rmd,  waa  agreed  to. 

The  second  rule,  on  motion  of  Ur.  BAaBirr, 
WAS  amended,  by  iuaertinff,  after  the  word 
"called,"  the  words  "by  States;"  and  thns 
ameQded,  it  read  as  follows : 

"  Sd.  The  roll  of  the  Hoose  shill  then  be  called, 
bj  States,  and,  on  its  appearing  that  a  member  or 
members  &om  two-thirds  of  the  Btatee  am  preeant, 


hi^cat  Dombets,  not  exceeding  three,  o 
of  thoeerotedfor  asFteodent;  andinea 
of  tbooe  peiaonaahaUreceiTe  tbeToteaof  am^ori- 
tyof^lheStateeontheflntballot,  theHonaashaD 


And,  Utos  amended,  it  waa  agreed  to. 

The  third  role  having  been  read,  a  motion 
WW)  made  to  strike  out  the  last  clause,  which 
orders  the  galleries  to  be  cleared  at  the  reqnyt 
of  the  del^ation  of  any  one  State. 

On  thia  qnestion,  Ur.  UoDtrma  rose,  and 
obeerved,  that  he  loFt  it  to  the  Hoose  to  deter- 
mine on  whton  the  reepooeibility  rested,  of  ^v- 
faig  to  the  present  oiaaoarion  the  extensive 
range  which  it  had  taken.  For  himself  he  bad 
adopted  as  a  constant  role,  not  to  oonsome  the 
time  of  the  Honse  by  any  remarks  which  had 
not  B  direct  reference  to  the  sQb)eot  before 
It,  or  which  were  not  drawn  ont  by  topics 
l»might  into  the  diacnssiOD  by  other  gentlemen. 
Am  to  the  preeant  discosdon,  he  had  considered 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  as  asanming,  at 
ttie  Gommenoement  of  it^  as  the  gronnd  on 
which  be  thon^t  it  wise  policy  to  dear  the 
galleries,  that  members  of  thia  House,  when 
angaoed  in  electing  a  President,  did  not  act  as 
the  aelegates  of  tiie  people,  and  were  not  re- 
sponsible to  them.  The  reply  which  he  him- 
■elf  bod  made,  was  directed  only  to  thia  prin- 
ciplo.  It  went  no  further.  In  replying  to  hia 
remark,  the  gentleman  from  ilforth  Carolina 
and  the  ^ntleman  from  Delaware,  had  extend- 
ed the  diBcoauon  still  further,  and  bad  made  a 
theoretical  discoasion  of  the  powers  of  the 
House  to  bear  on  the  qnestion  immediately  be- 
fore it  And  now,  at  the  close  of  one  of  the 
moat  eloqnent  and  imposing  argoments  ever 
delivered  in  this  Hoose,  a  member  rises  in  his 
^ace  and  sogffeeta  the  impolicy  of  continning ; 


the  ai^nment  He  felt  very  great  respect  for 
that  member,  but  he  con^ered  the  matter  to 
be  disooseed  as  of  the  greatest  importance. 
The  principle  Idd  down  had  a  very  wide  and 
extensive  bearing,  and  be  felt  it  his  dnty  to 
sabmit  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  jndgmen^ 
and  give  the  principle  that  discosdon  which  he 
.considered  it  entiUed  to  i«c«ve.  The  respon- 
sibility rested  npon  him,  and  he  well  knew  the 
impatieDCe  of  the  Hoose,  and  was  aware  of  the 
lateness  of  the  boor ;  bnt  he  was  compelled, 
notwithstanding  these  disadvantages,  to  go  into 
the  argoment,  and  to  reply  both  to  the  gentle- 
mam  from  Korth  Carolina  and  the  gentienuui 
from  Delaware. 

Both  of  those  gentlemen  had  pnt  caaee,  oraed 
with  a  great  deal  of  ingenoitr,  to  show  tnat 
the  doctrine  for  which  he  contended,  viz :  that, 
in  electing  a  President,  the  people  have  a  ri^t 
to  instmot  their  del^ates,  would  operate,  in 
practice,  to  detfeat  the  election.  Sir,  s^  Mr. 
MoD.,  if  that  oonseqnenoe  can  be  shown  to  be 
fairly  dedodble  from  the  principle  I  advocate, 
I  will  abandon  it.  Bnt  I  think,  that,  so  far 
from  thia  bting  (he  oaae,  the  danger  exists  only 
Id  the  ima^ation  of  the  genUemen  who  nrae 
it.  What  IS  the  case  snpposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Oarolina?  That  there  are 
three  candidates ;  and  tliat  eight  Statos  vote  tot 
each  of  them.  Well,  take  that  case.  The  gen- 
tlemen say,  if  the  people  have  a  right  to  in- 
sbnct  their  del^ates,  then,  instmctions  oooa 
given,  cannot  be  resisted,  and  so  the  del^ate 
most  go  on  voting  to  the  end,  for  the  candidate 
deognated  by  bis  own  State,  and  thos  the  elec- 
tion will  be  prevented  altogether.  Bnt  thia 
statement  arises  from  an  entire  misapprehendon 
of  the  groond  I  take.  I  did  not  contend  that 
the  del^ate  must  go  on  voting  to  the  end  m  be 
began^  koA  bo  defeat  the  election.  I  only  con- 
tended that  the  popnlar  will  of  the  State  is  as 
binding  on  me^  a«  they  say  the  dictate  of  con- 
sdenoe  Is  binding  on  uiem. 

I  will,  therefore,  tnra  the  gentiemen's  case 
npon  theoiselves.  Soppose  fliere  are  three 
candidates,  and  tha  membera  from  eight  States 
hold  themselves  bound  in  conscience  to  vote 
each  of  them,  can  there  be  an  election  in  this 
case  t  Ko,  sir.  The^  say,  that  if  the  popolar 
will  is  to  bind  me,  I  most  oontinae  to  snbmit 
to  it>  Well,  sir^  if  oouscience  is  to  bind  them, 
they  most  contmne  to  snbmit  to  it.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  pec^le  have  a  legal  right  to  in* 
stroct  their  dM^tes,  bnt— 

[Here,  Mr.  '^^bbtkk  obaerved,  that  he  rose 
with  great  pain.  He  hoped  the  gentJeman  from 
Sooth  Oarolina  would  do  him  the  jnstice  to  be- 
lieve, that  nothing  Init  an  imperions  oooviction 
of  do^  indnced  him  to  intermpt  an  argoment 
which  he  knew  it  would  give  nim  pleasore  to 
hear,  bot  he  snbmitted  whether  it  was  in  <wder 
to  go  into  an  argoment  in  the  Honse  in  reply  to 
an  argument  nrfsd  in  Oommittee  c^  the  Whole, 
any  more  than  if  it  bad  bent  urged  in  a  select 
committee.] 

The  SpmaxxB  dedded  that  th«  observations 
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of  Mr.  MoDcmi  were  not  in  order,  on  tiie 

rind  Bt^«d,  and  that  thej  were  not  In  ordw 
another  reason,  vie :  tmt  the  whole  scope 
of  the  debate  waa  irreleTant  to  the  qaestion  ao- 
tnallf  before  the  Hotue. 

Hr.  IfoDumB,  npon  the  latter  groimd,  anb- 
mitted  to  the  dedrion  of  the  Ghur. 

The  qoealion  waa  then  pot  on  the  sniend- 
ment,  and  earritd, 

Mr.  Wbioht  moved  farther  to  amend  the  mle, 
t>7  ineerting,  after  the  words  "  Benatora,"  the 
words  "  Stenographers ;"  whiob  waa  oanrted. 

And  the  rale,  as  amended,  waa  adopted,  and 
read  a>  follows : 

"  Sd.  The  dooia  of  the  HiU  shall  be  clond  dartag 
the  b^otiag,  except  tgkintt  memben  of  the  Scd- 
mle,  atenognphen,  and  the  offlcen  of  the  Qoaae." 

The  fourth  rale  waa  then  read,  and  adopted 
aa  follows : 

"  4th.  From  the  commenoameat  of  the  balloling, 
imtil  an  election  U  made,  do  proposition  to  aiUonnk 
shall  be  recelred,  uuleu  oo  the  motion  of  one 
State,  eeconded  by  another  State ;  and  the  ques^oD 
ahall  be  decided  bj  Stat«L  The  aame  rule  shall  be 
obseired  in  renrd  to  aof  motion  to  change  the 
Tiaoal  hour  for  the  meetiDg  of  the  House." 

The  fifth  rale  was  then  read,  in  the  words 
following: 

"  fith.  In  balloting,  the  following  mode  shall  be 
obserred,  to  wit: 

The  RepresentKtiies  oF  each  State  shall  be  nr- 
ranged  and  seated  together,  beginning  vifh  the 
aeat  at  tbe  Hght  hand  of  the  Spacer's  ebair,  with 
the  members  from  the  Stale  of  Maine ;  thence  pro- 
ceeding irith  the  member!  from  the  States  in  the 
order  tbe  States  are  uinallj  named  lor  rcceiTii^ 
petitiona,  around  the  Wl  of  the  House,  nntil  ta 
are  seated. 

A  t>alkit-bax  shall  be  provided  tbr  each  Slate. 

The  BepresenUUTca  ef  ea«h  State  shall.  In  tbe 
fine  instance,  ballot  among  Uiemsel*ea,  in  oiler  to 
ascertain  the  vote  <^  their  State,  and  the;  ma;,  if 
necessar;,  appoint  tellers  of  their  ballots. 

AAer  the  Tote  of  each  State  is  ascertained,  du- 
pUcatea  thereof  ahdl  be  made  out,  and,  in  case  an; 
one  of  the  paisona  from  whom  the  choice  is  to  ba 
made,  shall  receive  a  ms^oilt;  of  the  ToCes  given, 
on  an;  one  ballotins,  1>;  the  Representatives  of  a 
State,  the  namt  of  (£&t  person  Bball  be  written  on 
each  of  the  duplicates ;  and,  in  case  the  votes  so 
given  shall  be  divided,  so  that  neither  of  said  per- 
sons shall  have  a  mijorit;  of  the  whole  nmnber  of 
rotes  given  b;  such  Stal«  on  an;  one  balloting, 
then  the  word  "dividad,"  shall  be  written  on  ea^ 
daplicate. 

After  the  delegation  from  each  Stale  shall  have 
ascertahied  the  vote  of  their  State,  the  Clerk  shall 
name  the  States  in  the  order  the;  are  usuallv  named 
tbr  receiving  petitions ;  and  as  the  name  of  each  is 
called,  the  Sergeant-at-Arma  shall  present  to  the 
delegation  of  each  two  ballol-boiea,  in  each  <rf' 
whicri  ahall  be  depodled,  b;  some  Bepresentative 
of  the  State,  one  of  the  daplicales  made  as  ^ore- 
s^d,  of  the  vote  of  sud  State,  in  the  presence,  anjl 
subject  to  the  eiaminatlon  of  all  tbe  members  from 
s^d  State  then  present;  and,  where  there  is  more 
than  ooe  RepresentallTe  from  a  State,  the  dopli- 
•ates  shall  not  both  be  deposited  b;  the  same  person. 


When  the  volaa  of  the  States  are  thus  all  taken  in, 
the  Sergeant-at-Anns  shall  carry  one  of  the  said 
twllotiioies  to  one  table,  and  the  other  to  a  sepa- 
rate and  Satinet  table. 

One  pareon  from  each  State,  represented  in  the 
balloUnK,  shall  be  appointed  b;  Its  Representative 
to  tell  m!  said  ballots ;  but,  in  case  the  Represeota' 
lives  fait  to  ajqwint  a  teller,  the  Speaker  sliall  ap- 

The  said  tellers  ihaS  divide  themselves  into  two 
sets,  aa  nearly  equal  in  number  as  can  be,  and  ocie 
of  the  said  sets  of  tellers  shall  proceed  to  Goont  tba 
votes  in  one  of  said  boxes,  and  tbe  other  set  Iho 
votes  in  the  other  box. 

When  the  votes  ate  connted  by  the  diffeimt  eats 
of  tellers,  the  rasnlt  shall  be  repeated  to  the  Hoose, 
and  If  the  reports  agree,  the  aanie  shall  b«  iceeptad 
asthe  troe  votes  of  the  Sutes;  but,  if  the  reports 
disagree,  the  Statea  diUl  iwoceed,  in  the  same  manr 
ner  aa  befora,  to  a  new  ballot." 

Ur.  Hajm-tON,  of  Bonth  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  amend  this  rule,  by  striking  ont  what  fol- 
lows the  words,  "  a  ballot-box  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  each  State,"  and  inaertdng  the  fol- 

"  labelled,  with  the  name  of  the  State,  placed  In 
front  of  the  Speaker's  chair,  on  the  Clerk's  table — 
idaced  in  the  order  of  the  Butes.  The  Clerk  shaS 
then  proceed  to  call  each  delegation  in  tbe  order 
in  which  pelltiona  are  eallad,  and  tbe  member  of 
each  delation  shall  place  his  lullot  in  the  box 
UbeHed  with  the  name  of  the  State.  Alter  all  the 
States  have  thus  voted,  then  the  membeis  of  each 
delegation  shall  nominate  a  member  of  their  dele- 
gation to  act  as  teller,  wljo  shall  proceed,  with  the 
rest  of  the  tellers  appointed  bv  the  seversl  delega- 
tions, to  count  the  voles  of  each  Stale,  commeocing 
iVthe  order  In  which  thej  are  called ;  at  the  close 
of  which  count,  the  separate  vote  of  each  Ststa 
sh^  be  dedlared  by  tha  senior  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  tellers,  M  well  as  the  result  of  the  aggre- 
gate ballot.  Should  tbe  delegation  of  an;  State 
Sui  to  appohit  a  teller,  then  the  Speaker  shall  nom- 
inate one,  and  where  there  la  but  one  member  of  a 
State,  he  shall  act  aa  teller.  Theae  rules  shall  ba 
observed  In  each  sncoesslve  ballot,  until  a  chtnce  ia 
produced.  In  eenformltv  with  the  ^vi^ns  of  the 
Constitulion  of  the  United  Sutaa." 

Mr.  Hutn-Tos  rose,  and  observed  tltat,  in 
offering  tiiia  amendment,  he  disclaimed  any  in- 
tention to  provoke  a  debate  on  a  subject  whioh 
might  be  susceptible  of  extended  and  vaiiona 
considerations.  My  object  (said  Mr.  H.)  ia  to 
endeavor  to  adopt,  vrithin  the  nrovinona  of  ib& 
consUtutioD,  some  mode  h;  wnich  ttie  vote  of 
each  State  (not  the  membera  of  the  several 
States)  ma;  be  ascertained.  To  the  members 
composing  ihedelegations  I  know  that  the  privi- 
lege of  a  secret  ballot  is  secnred.  This  I  do 
not  propose  to  violate ;  bnt  I  do  propose  that 
some  mode  shonld  be  adopted,  by  which  the 
vote  of  the  State,  when  given,  shonld  be  pnt  on 
record  on  the  jonrnals  of  this  House,  and  the 
people  be  enabled,  in  an  anthentio  form,  to 
know  how  their  Bepresentatives  have  pven  the 
vote  of  the  States  wbieh  they  represent. 

Now,  by  the  mode  reported  by  tie  commit- 
tee, there  are  to  be  twent^-fotu  distinct  and  so- 
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orat  collies,  each  State  acting  under  its 
^Mretion,  and  tbe  Btrange  resnlt  might  o< 
that,  in  one  delegation,  Dlank  votes  would  be 
counted,  and,  in  another,  rejected,  and  hj  thia 
drilling  it  might,  in  effect,  arise  that  on  elec- 
tion ^onld  be  prodnced,  which  waa  not  the  re- 
mit of  a  m^onty  of  tbe  States. 

The  amendment  he  had  Buhmitlied,  provided 
that  the  vote  of  each  State  ghoold  be  in  a  sep- 
arate bsllot-boz^  and  be  thns  told  and  declared. 
He  felt  aatisfled  that,  although  it  seemed  in  its 
openUva  to  disclose  tiie  vote  of  a  member, 
vhen  that  person  represented  alone  a  whole 
State,  jet  thia  was  an  {(bcident  either  of  Kood 
fbrbme  or  bad,  according  to  the  pride  and  re- 
n«t  with  which  snoh  genUemeo  might  view 
weir  ritnation,  Bemdes,  he  did  not  mppose 
that  anj  gentleman  on  that  floor  would  de«re 
to  have  anj  reenlt,  prodooed  by  hi»  acta,  at- 
tributed to  another,  which,  in  Uie  portentoos 
ii»i-hiAaa  wMch  was  about  to  veil  their  pro- 
oeedioga,  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  balloting, 
might  oocnr. 

jui  oondo^on,  he  wonld  say,  that  we  were 
bonnd,  as  tkr  as  it  was  adnuaaible,  within  the 
secret  ballot,  according  to  each  member,  to  al- 
bw  the  people  to  nnderatand,  at  lesat  in  our 
condeaoenaon,  how  the  vote  of  their  diffnwit 
States  have  been  given,  in  a  ihape  more  an- 
thentio  than  nimor,  or  even  a  newqiaper  re- 
port He  defied  any  man,  in  the  odioos  contest 
of  ISOl,  to  determine  how  the  Stalee  had 
voted,  &om  the  Journals  of  this  Hoose;  and  he 
thonght  snch  a  mTsterioos  mode  of  choice  aoit- 
ed  nXher  the  mnffled  secrecy  of  a  Venetian 
Senate,  than  an  aMembly  representing  a  free 
people.  Let  ns  have  no  ^tproaoh,  even  in  ap- 
pearance, in  onr  transaotioss  on  this  eventful 
oceanon,  to  that  terrible  image  of  jeilooHj,  se- 
crecy, and  prostration  of  pnbllo  freedom,  exhib- 
ited by  the  brazen  lion  of  Venice,  which,  with 
Ins  gaping  month,  receives  a  vote  which  comes 
whence  nobody  knows,  and  for  which  nobody 
is  responmble. 

Hr.  Wbbbtkb  reqoeeted  leave  to  make  a  nn- 
^  remark,  wMch  might  aave  farther  discos- 
sion.  The  rale,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Oarolina,  wonld  be  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  constitntion.  The  conatitation  saya, 
that  the  States  sball  vote  by  ballot.  Bnt  the 
proposed  amendment  would  defeat  that  inten- 
tion. Some  of  the  States  are  represented  only 
by  a  single  delegate;  and,  if  the  proposed 
■mendmeot  prevuled,  each  of  these  gentlemen 
is  compelled  to  dedare  in  what  way  be  has 

The  qneotiOQ  was  then  pnt  on  ttr.  Eamil- 
tos'b  amendment,  and  decided  in  tbe  negative. 
Ayes  6S— Noes  US. 

And  the  mle,  as  atxtve  stated,  was  agreed  to. 

The  remaning  rules  were  tben  soocenvely 
read,  and  adopted,  as  fi^ows ; 

«th.  An  qnettions  arising  after  the   baUeliitg 


Preaident,  shall  be  decided  by  States  withoat  de- 
bate 1  and  in  case  of  an  eqpsl  division  of  tlie  votes 
of  States,  the  qaeation  sbul  be  loRt. 

Tth.  When  either  of  the  peisons  from  whom  the 
choice  is  to  be  nude,  shall  have  receiTod  a  m^ority 
of  an  the  States,  the  Bpeiker  shall  declare  the  BUM, 
and  that  that  person  Is  elected  Preqideot  of  the 
United  States. 

8th.  The  result  shall  be  immediately  commmd- 
cated  to  the  Senate  b;  message ;  and  &  committee 
of  three  persons  shall  be  appointed  U>  inform  the 
Freddent  of  tbe  United  Btat«B,  and  the  Freddent 
elect,  of  laid  election." 

And  then  the  House  a^j'^nni^ 

TnsiiAT,  February  8. 

Mr,  Tatlos,  from  the  Joint  Oommittee,  ap- 
pointed to  oonidder  the  mode  of  coonluiK  tha 
votes  for  Preddent  and  Vice  Prendent  M  th« 
United  States,  made  a  report,  in  part ;  which 
was  read. 

[The  report  is  the  same  as  that  stated  in  the 
Senate  prooeedings.] 

The  Honse  agreed  to  the  resolntions  rep<vt- 
ed,  and  Mr.  P.  P.  Buooox  and  Mr.  Ttrzhx 
were  appointed  Tellers  according  thereto. 

Wedbisdat,  February  9. 

EStetion  0/  PrttidaU  t«  (As  JBbve  t^  Sepn- 

smtattM*. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  precisely,  the  members  of 
the  SiifATB  entered  the  EaU,  preceded  by  th^ 
Bergeant-at-Arms,  and  having  the  Pbsbident 
of  the  Senate  at  their  head,  who  was  invited  to 
a  seat  on  the  right  band  of  the  Sfxazkb  of  tha 

Seats  were  tiien  assigned  the  Senaton  who 
took  their  seats  together,  in  front  of  the  E^ieak- 
chur,  and  toward  the  right  hand  ot  Um 
entrance. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  (Hr.  Gailubd) 
then  rose,  and  atated  that  the  oMiJfloates,  fbr- 
warded  by  the  Electors  from  each  State,  would 
be  deUvered  to  the  Tellers. 

Mr.  Tazbwbll,  of  tbe  Soiate,  and  Measra. 
JoHir  yf.  Tatxob  and  Pmup  P.  Babbocb,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  took  their  places,  as 
Tellers,  at  the  Olerk's  table.  The  President  of 
the  Senate  then  opened  two  packets,  one  re- 
oeived  by  messenger,  and  the  ctiier  by  mall, 
contwning  tbe  oertificatea  of  the  votes  of  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire.  One  of  these  was 
then  read  by  "ilif.  Taebwxll,  wMle  the  other 
was  compared  with  it  by  Mesors.  Tatlos  and 
Bakbohb.  The  whole  having  been  read,  and 
the  vote*  of  New  Hampshire  declared,  they 
were  set  down  by  die  Clerks  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  Honse  of  Representative^  seated  at  dif- 
ferent tables.    Ilias  the  oertifloates  from  all  Qta 

AtM  were  gone  throngh  with. 

The  Tellers  then  left  the  Olerk's  table,  and 
preeentiog  themsriTes  in  front  of  the  Sp^ker, 
Mr.  Ta^wbii,  delivered  their  report  of  the 
votes  given;  which  was  then  handed  to  th« 
Prerident  of  the  Senate,  who  agMU  read  it  to 
the  two  Honaes,  as  follows ; 

r,    z.b.  Google 
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The  Premdant  of  the  Benste  then  roee^  and 
ddclared  that  no  penon  had  receired  a  m^or- 
ity  of  the  TOt«s  given  for  Prendent  of  the 
Uoited  StatH ;  th&t  Ansbiw  Jiczbon,  Josb 
QimroT  Aduis,  aod  Wcxuji  H.  Ckaworii, 
were  the  three  peraone  who  had  received  the 
highest  nnmber  of  votes,  and  that  the  remain- 
ing  duties  in  the  choice  of  a  Preddent  nov  de- 
volved on  the  Honse  of  Kepreeentalives.  He 
Airther  declared,  that  John  0.  Ouaohb',  of 
Bonth  Oarolina,  baving  received  182  votes,  was 
dnlj  elected  Viox  Piuan>Eirr  of  thi  Unitzd 
&TAT«s,  to  serve  for  fbnr  jeors  from  the  4th 
daj  of  ICarah  next. 

The  members  of  tbe  Senate  then  retired. 

The  Spkazbs  directed  the  roll  of  the  Hodm 
to  be  celled  bj  States,  and  the  members  of  the 
ren>eoti7e  delegations  to  take  their  seats  In  iba 
order  in  which  the  States  Bhoold  be  <^ed,  be- 
^nnbig  at  the  right  baud  of  the  Speakw. 

The  roll  was  called  acoordinglj',  when  it  ap- 
peared that  every  member  of  the  HoaM  was 
gvsent,  with  tlie  exception  at  ilr.  Gaskxit,  of 
vlrgbiia,  who  was  known  to  be  indisposed  at 
hia  lodgtngs,  in  this  city. 

The  delei^ona  took  their  places  aceording- 
If ,  bsllot-boies  were  distributed  to  each  del&- 
gmon,  bj  the  Beiveant^t-Arms,  and  the  Speak- 
«r  directed  that  uie  balloting  sboold  proeeed. 

The  baUote  having  all  been  deposited  in  the 
boxes,  the  following  Tellers  vere  named  hj  the 
respective  delegatjons,  being  one  frttm  each 
State  in  the  Union : 

Hr.  CiuhiDan,  Hr,  Hooks, 

LLvermore^  Campbell, 


Mr.  Forsyth, 
Trimble, 
Allen,  of  Tenn^ 
Sloane, 
LivrngBlon^ 
Sankm, 
Jennings 
Cook, 
Owen, 


Mr.  Webster, 

Eddv, 

TonUinson, 

Bnck, 

Taylor, 

Oondiot, 

Ingham, 

McLane, 

Kent, 

Randwph, 

Itr.  TxBKKB,  of  Uaanohitsetta,  waa  m- 
pointed  by  thoae  Tellera  who  sat  at  one  tabhL 
and  Mr.  Rikdoiph,  of  Vii^ia,  by  those  ti 
the  other,  to  annonnce  the  Ksolt  of  the  ballot- 
ing.   After  the  ballots  were  oonnted  out,  Jfr. 


For  Jobs  Qdihoi  Adahs,  of  MassaahDsett^ 
ISvotea. 

For  Aira>BXw  Jaoxsos,  of  Tennessee,  7  vote^ 

For  Wnxux  H.  Obi.wtou>,  of  Geotipa,  1 
TOteflL 

Mr,  KumoLPE,  tram  the  other  table,  made  a 
statement  oorreqwoding  with  that  of  Mr.  Wkb- 
Bim,  in  the  beta,  bnt  vatyins  in  the  phraseolo- 
gy, so  as  to  say  that  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Jaekson, 
and  Mr.  Crawford,  had  received  th«  voUt  iff  m 
mans  StatM,  Inatead  of  w  many  totet. 

The  Spuxn  tHua  stated  tlus  result  to  the 
Honse^  and  aonoonced  that  Johk  QmoT 
Anuo,  haying  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  theae 
TTnited  States,  was  dnly  elected  Preddent  of 
the  same,  for  foor  yeara,  oommendng  with  the 
4th  day  of  March  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  a 
_  _«nmittee  was  ordered  to  be  appointed,  to  no- 
tii^  the  Prendent  of  the  TTnitea  Stat«s,  and  tiia 
Pmident  elect,  of  the  resnlt  of  the  ballot 

And  then  the  Uonse  adjoomed. 

[When  the  &ct  of  Mr.  Adams  having  IS 
votes  was  annonuced  by  the  TellertL  some  clap- 
pW  and  exnltation  took  place  in  the  galleries, 
and  some  slight  hissing  followed.  The  Honsa 
toqiended  its  proceeduga  until  the  galleriea 
were  cleared.] 

Tkuxsoai,  Febmaiy  10. 
Mr.  Jzaxntoa,  of  Indiana,  anhmitted  the  tiA- 
lowing: 

JiMtJfwj;  That  tba  Conmlttae  «f  Ways  aod 

m  be  instractei  to  inqoire  into  the  expedient 

of  relekvng,  by  tew,  all  claim  which  the  United 

Sutea  have  upon  Hasten  B.  Oariie,  of  the  Stale  of 

Indiuia,  as  one  ef  the  seeuritles  of  the  late  Collec- 

of  the  Inlerna)  Bevenue  of  the  late  Territory  of 

n  offering  this  resolve,  Mr.  J.  said  that  thtt 
indivldnol  referred  to  te  the  resolntioa  he  had 
presented,  was  allied  to  one  of  the  moot  nnmer- 
ons  and  osefol  families  in  the  Western  coaotiy. 
That  he  had  been  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
the  western  frcHider,  participated  m  moat  of  tha 
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eonfliota  prodnoed  bj  the  wars  with  the  Indj- 
aia,  and  had  acted  a  oonspicootis  part  in  the 
battle  of  Tippecanoe,  aa  well  aa  on  other  simi- 
]ar  occadona;  and  who^  hj  hia  perseTeraQoe 
and  enterprise,  had  poeHeaeed  himself  of  a  oom- 
fortahte  oompMenoj  tor  hia  iiDmeroas  and  lising 
fkmiljr.  ThJa,  aaid  Ur.  J.,  was  hia  sitoadon 
when  he  became  one  of  the  Mcnritiea  of  a  late 
Collector  of  Qia  Internal  Bevenue  of  the  late 
Temtorj  of  Indiana,  wbo  haa  ainoe,  b;  a  de- 
dsion  of  the  Distriot  Conrt,  been  found  a  delin- 
qnent  tu  a  oonaiderable  amonat — the  result  of 
which  haa  been,  that  OoL  Clarke  haa  been,  b; 
tbe  operatioD  of  law,  aCripped  of  all  hia  prop- 
ertj,  both  real  and  personal,  sot  leaving  to  him 
ao  mooh  aa  the  aword  he  had  honored,  or  hia 
tomahawk  aud  soalping-knife,  which  bad  been 
hia  constant  oompaniona  as  a  prirate  aoldier. 
He  hoped  the  reaolation  wonld  be  adopted. 

The  reeolva  was  agreed  to. 

letter  fiotn  the  Pretidmt  Bleet. 

Vr.  WxBSTEB,  from  the  oommittee  appointed 
lot  the  pnrpose,  yesterday,  reported  that  the 
oomTnittee  had  wuted  on  John  Quinoy  AnuiB, 
of  Maaaaohosetta,  and  bad  notified  bim,  that, 
in  tbe  recent  election  of  a  President  of  the 
United  Btates,  no  person  having  received  a  ma- 
joritj  of  the  votes  of  all  the  electors  appointed. 
and  the  choice  having  conaeqnentlv  devolved 
t^n  the  HoQse  of  Representatives,  that  Hoase, 
proceeding  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  con- 
stitntion,  did  jesterda;  choose  bim  to  be  Pres- 


And  that  tbe  oommittee  bad  reoeived  a  written 
answer,  which  he  presented  to  tbe  House.  The 
oomnuttee  also,  in  fnrtber  perfarmanoe  of  its 
doty,  had  g^ven  informatioii  of  this  election  to 
tbe  President. 

Otidlamn:  In  receiving  tills  testimoidal  from 
the  B«preseaUitiTei  of  the  people,  and  States  of 
this  Union,  I  un  deeplj  aensibla  to  the  dnjumstMi- 
ees  under  which  it  hia  been  given.  All  mj  prede- 
c«aK>n  in  the  tiigh  station  to  which  the  frvor  of 
tbe  Honse  now  calla  me,  have  been  honored  with 
mvoritles  of  the  electoral  toIcgb  in  their  primar; 
eoUeKea.  It  iuta  been  mj  fortune  to  be  placed  bj 
tlM  divisions  of  sentiment  prevailing  among  our 
eoBntrjmen  on  this  occasioD,  in  oompeUtlon,  friend- 
ly aod  lioDOnble,  with  tltree  of  mj  feilow-dtliena, 

~ t  in  eminent  degrees,  the  public 

loee  worth,  talents,  and  aervlaes, 
[s  a  liigher  and  more  reapeetfU 
nnse  than  mnelL  Tba  names  of  two  of  them 
were,  in  the  folfilment  of  the  proviaions  of  the  con- 
stitution, presented  to  the  selecelon  of  the  House, 
in  concurrence  with  jaj  own ;  names  cloaelj  asso- 
rted witb  the  glory  of  the  nation,  and  one  of 
them,  further  recommended  by  a  larger  minority 
of  tbe  primary  electoral  suffrages  tlian  mbie. 

In  thia  state  o!  Uilngs,  coidd  my  refiml  to  ao- 
oept  tbs  trast  tlnis  delegated  to  me,  gjre  an  Imsie- 
dbte  OM»oftimity  to  the  people  to  fiwrn  and  to  ex- 
pw-M  wUi  a  nearer  apinoaoh  to  lutarioil^,  the 
ottjoet  of  their  pMEtTanoe,  I  shoold  not  bemte  to 
"*"!■"»  the  acceptance  of  thia  enJnent  ohaige,  and 
t0  salimit  the  deciaion  of  thia 


again  to  thur  detenninatioD.  But  the  cons^Dtion 
itself^  hsa  not  so  disposed  of  the  contingency  which 
would  arise  in  the  event  of  my  ref^ual;  I  shalL 
therefore,  repur  to  the  poat  assigned  me  by  the  call 
of  my  coonbj,  idniiGed  through  her  couetitatianal 
organs ;  oppressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  task 
befbre  me,  bat  cheered  with  tbe  hope  of  that  gen- 
erons  support  from  my  fellow-citiienB,  which,  In 
the  vldsaitudea  of  a  life  demoted  to  tbe  service,  baa 
never  &iled  to  sustain  me — couSdent  in  the  trust. 
that  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislative  Councils  will 
guide  and  direct  me  in  the  path  of  my  otBcdal  duty, 
and  relying,  above  all,  upon  the  superintending 
providence  of  that  Being  "in  wheee  hand  our 
breath  ia,  and  whose  are  all  our  ways." 

QenUemen :  I  pray  you  to  make  aooeptabto  to 
the  House,  the  asaunuice  of  my  profound  gnttituda 
for  their  confldeuce,  and  to  accept  yomselvea  my 
thanks  for  tbe  friendly  terms  in  which  you  have 
communicated  to  me  their  decision. 

JOHN  QUIKCT  ADAMSL 
lOlA,  IsatL 
Boad/rom  PeMaeola  to  St.  AagvMHne. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Oaij^  of  Florida,  the  Honst 
went  into  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  Ifr.  ToH- 
LiHBoiii  in  the  obair,  on  the  bill  to  provide  ad- 
ditional appropriations  to  oomplet«  the  pablio 
road  from  Pensaoola  to  St,  Angnstine^  in  Flori- 
da; and  also  on  tbe  bill  to  anthoriH  the  anr- 
veying  and  laying  ont  of  a  road  from  St.  Mary's 
Kver  to  Tampa  Bay,  in  the  Territory  rf  Florida. 
Mr.  C.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the  sum  ap- 
propriated by  the  first  of  theee  bills,  with  $8.000 ; 
wliioh  was  carried.  He  then  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  in  the  scoond  bill  with  $12,000. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  MoOot  inquired  of  the 
delegate  from  Florida,  vritb  re^>eat  to  tbe  ne- 
oeadty  for  tbe  nMid,  Its  proposed  liBngth,  and 
whether  tbe  present  sum  would  be  snffldent  to 
complete  it 

Mr.  0 

aletterat  tiie  Clerk's  __     .   . 

bis  place,  and  stated,  that,  at  last  session,  » 
road  had  been  anthoriEed  to  be  made  from  Cmie 
Sable,  the  southern  extremity  of  Florida,  to  the 
Bay  of  Tampa,  which  ia  on  iCa  western  coast, 
and  also  the  marking  ont  a  road  from  St.  An- 
gnadne  to  Penaact^  It  was  now  pnqyosed  to 
complete  tbe  latter  lOad,  which  bad  Deeik  mark- 
ed out,  and  also  to  extend  the  rood  now  tvDr- 
ning  from  Caps  Sable  to  Tampa  Bay,  north- 
wardly, frtnn  Tampa  Bay  to  St.  Mary's  Biver, 
where  it  would  meet  a  road  now  existing  in 
Geoi^ia.  Its  length  would  be  abont  two  hun- 
dred miles,  the  whole  of  which  diatanoa  it 
would  pass  throagh  the  pablio  lands,  and  wonld 
thereby  greatly  enhance  thw  value.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  difflonlty  of  anppreeeiiig  mrao7 
in  tbe  Golf  of  Uezioo,  Tampa  Bv^  (whieh  was 
the  beat  barbor  in  the  sonth  of  Florida,)  bwng 
a  Dotorions  renduTons  for  pirates,  u  well  as  fbr 
foridTe  daves  frcMii  Oeo^ia,  tiw  QoTenunent 
had  fonnd  it  neoeasary  to  establish  a  militair 
post  thercb  Tbe  poet,  which  is  to  be  a  perma- 
nent one,  was  now  completely  iaolatedi  Nei- 
ther road  nor  {roes  led  to  it,  and  it  had  no  means 
of  communicating  with  the  Qorenunent  Ua^ 
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except  1)7  a  long  and  d&Dgeroiu  sea  voyage, 
vliioli  would  ooflt  more  In  a  Bisgle  ;ear,  than 
the  whole  Bum  oow  asked  for  this  road.  Anoth- 
er oonsideration  was  that  of  passing  along  the 
coast ;  it  ran  near  to  nuineroas  inleta,  now  the 
haiintB  of  pirates  and  slavee.  The  presence  of 
this  road  would  be  an  effectnal,  and  the  only 
effeotnal  means,  of  breaking  vp  their  resort  lo 
these  pUcea.  In  a  state  of  war,  the  Bay  of 
Tampa  would  be  a  very  important  poet.  As 
snah,  the  QoTemment  bad  Mleoted  it ;  and  it 
was  manifM;,  that,  nnless  a  road  was  formed, 
by  which  troops  oonld  march  for  ita  relief  it 
most  foil  an  easy  ^y  as  soon  as  it  should  be 
invested  by  a  mantlme  enemy.  The  comitiy 
tbrongh  which  it  is  to  pass,  Is  one  of  the  most 
fbrtdla  regions  of  the  Bontb.  Nothing  was 
wanted  bnt  a  highway,  to  ensnre  its  rapid  set- 
tleawDt.  E«  hoped,  therefore,  that,  whether 
tlie  road  was  oonsidered  as  providbg  fbr  tlie 
defeaoe  of  a  distant  and  mbierable  frontier,  or 
as  calonlated  to  increase  the  ralae  of  the  pnblio 
lands,  the  som  necessary  ibr  Its  constniotjon 
wonid  readily  be  grant«d  by  the  Honse.  He 
added,  in  ooncloMon,  that  tne  plan  had  been 
eiamiaed  by  the  CWmittee  on  Boads  and 
Canals,  and  reoelTed  its  nnanimons  approba- 
tion. 

The  blank  was  then  filled  accordingly. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  both 
bHIa,  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

UoiTDAT,  Febroary  14. 
QtoTfia  MUiiia  Clami. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  TxinrAix,  of  Georgia,  the 
Home  then  took  w  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  AfoJrs,  adrene  to  Che  Oeorgia 
Militia  Claims;  and  the  qnestion  being  on  re- 
oommtttiug  it  to  that  committee  with  the  fol- 
lowing instraotions: 

"  To  report  a  bDl  mskiDg  an  appiDpriatloti  for 
the  payment  of  Che  Oeor^  Militia  ClumB  for  tlie 
•errleet  rendered  in  the  yesn  I19S,  11S3,  and 
1194;  the  sppropriatiOQ  to  be  conformed  to  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  to  this 
House  upon  the  satijecC  of  these  claims  la  the  year 
1B08,  and  to  embiBce  eseh  cls«  of  claims  respect- 
irely,  as  deeoiibed  by  that  report:" 

Mr.  Tattfall,  of  Georgia,  obaerred,  Hat, 
althongfa  the  grounds  of  the  claim,  now  ander 
otmnderadon,  nad  been  already  fnlly  presented 
to  the  view  of  the  Eoose  by  one  of  his  ool- 
leagnes,  during  the  present  seadon,  yet,  as  some 
weeks  had  ^ce  elapsed  it  was  perhaps  neces- 
ati7  agun  to  reoapitolate  them.  He  shoold, 
therefore,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  poseitile,  pro- 
ceed to  do  BO. 

From  the  dooDmeats  which  liave  been  Air- 
nished,  it  appears  that  the  facts  connected  with 
Qiis  case  are,  that,  in  the  years  17B2,  '8,  and  '4, 
tiie  mUitia  of  Oeoi^  were  called  ont  for  the 
defence^  the  firontiet  against  the  hostilities  of 
the  Indiana;  that  these  militia  were  called  oat, 
in  some  instances,  nnder  the  exercise  of  dis- 


cretiouary  power  b^  tlie  EzecnUve  of  that 
State;  that  the  Federal  Fxecntire,  at  some 
its,  gave  his  eipresH  sanction  t*  '' 


to  be  employed  in  defence ;  that,  hence,  some 
donbts  arose  as  to  the  liability  of  the  General 
Government  to  pay  for  all  serrieee  to  the  extent 
to  which  they  were  rendered ;  Uiat,  scibseqnent- 
ly,  when  the  original  liability  of  the  General 
Government  seemed  to  be  conceded,  it  was  con- 
t«nded  that  a  stipnlation  contained  in  the  "  Arti- 
cles of  agreement  and  cession,"  entered  into 
between  the  United  States  and  Georgia,  in  180S, 
was  intended  to  embrace  this  clsim,  and  tha^ 
thereftire,  the  General  Government  is  at  this 
time  fally  discharged  fh>m  ita  previons  obliga- 
tion. This,  sir,  will  be  deemed  to  be  a  fair  and 
frank  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

To  determine  the  qnestion  of  liability  on  the 
part  of  the  General  Government,  we  are  nato- 
rally  led  to  inquire,  jlrtt,  whether  the  Govern- 
or of  Georgia,  was,  under  the  circumstance^ 
acting  under  the  express  or  necessarily  implied 
sanction  of  the  General  Government;  for,  if  so, 
the  liability,  originally,  of  tlie  General  Govern- 
ment to  pay  for  the  services  rendered,  will  be 
conceded.  But,  if  this  is  found  not  to  have 
been  the  case,  we  are,  teeondlg,  to  ingoire 
whether  the  cironmstancea  were,  of  thems^ves, 
snch  as  to  authorize  the  Governor,  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  TJoited  Btate^  to  act  as  his 
discretion  might  point  out  If  both,  or  ^ther 
of  these  positions  be  settled  in  the  affirmative, 
it  only  then  will  remain  to  tnqnire  whether  the 
clause  in  the  iostniment  JQSt  alluded  to,  was  in- 
tended to  embrace  this  pariiicnlar  case,  and  there- 
by to  free  the  General  Government  from  a  lia- 
bility, previooalj  eiistiog,  to  pay  for  the  militia 
services  rendered  by  Georgia. 

^rit,theo,  did  the  General  Government  affbrd 
ita  sanouon  in  a  manner  which  would  authorise 
the  calling  ont  of  the  militia  by  the  Governor 
of  Georgia  I  Sow,  this  is  to  be  determined 
only  by  a  reference  to  the  dooumente  before  ns, 
but  I  have  no  heatalJon  in  saying  that  such 


In  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  doted 
October  aT,  1792,  the  hostile  diepontion  of  the 
savages  is  spoken  of,  and  in  it  is  this  passage : 
"If  the  information  which  yon  may  receive. 
shall  snlMtantiate  dear^  any  hostile  deogna  of 
the  Creeks  against  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  yoa 
will  be  pleased  to  take  the  most  effectual  meas- 
ures for  the  defence  thereof  as  may  bo  in  joup 
gwer,  and  which  the  occasion  may  require." 
the  letter  from  the  same  individual,  dated 
80tb  May,  1T98,  the  Governor  is  restricted  (from 
considerations  of  foreign  policy)  to  defenmve 
operations,  but  is  authorized  to  increase  the 
forces  The  following  is  an  extract  irom  it: — 
"From  oonuderations  of  policy,  at  this  critic^ 
period,  relative  to  foreign  powers,  and  the  pend- 
ing treaty  with  the  Northern  Indians,  it  is  deun- 
ed  advisable  to  avoid,  for  the  preeent,  effective 
expeditions  into  the  Creek  country.    But,  fma 
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tbo  dronmiUiioM  of  the  bte  depredations  on 
the  frontier  of  Geotgiai  it  is  tiionght  eipedirat 
to  ioonawtbefDroeinthatqiiarterforderensiTe 

Crpooee."  Id  the  letter  of  the  lOtli  Jnoe,  1798, 
m  the  same  iDdiTidnal,  there  is  this  remark- 
able passage: — "Iha  State  of  Geor^  being 
invaded,  or  in  Imminent  danger  thereof^  the 
measQr«s  taken  by  your  Exoellenay  may  be  con- 
sidered as  indispensable.  Yoa  are  the  judge  of 
the  degree  of  oanger  and  of  ila  duration,  and 
will  o^obtedlr  proportion  the  defence  to  the 
exigendes.  The  President,  however,  expresses 
his  confidence,  that,  as  soon  as  the  danger 
which  has  isdnoed  yon  to  oall  oat  so  large  a 
bodj  of  tnx^  ahf^l  have  subsided,  70a  will 
redaoe  the  troops  to  the  existing  state  (^things, 
provided  the  safety  of  the  firoatier  will  admit 
the  loeasare."  And  so  threatening  did  the 
Secretarj  of  War  seem  to  regvd  the  danger, 
that  he  evert  supposed  the  militia  of  Qeor^a 
^ight  not  be  competent  to  the  defenoe  of  the 
^tato,  and  th^efore  aathorized  the  Governor 
to  applv  to  the  Eieontive  of  Booth  Carolina  for 
aid.  Ue,  at  the  same  time,  addresses  a  oom- 
monicatiou  to  the  Governor  of  Sonth  Oarolina, 
of  which  thefollowinglsan  extract:  "The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  received  anthenllo 
information  from  Georgia,  of  the  nnprovoked 
and  omel  ontragea  of  paraes  of  Greeks  upon  the 
frontiers  of  that  State ;  and,  as  it  is  at  present 
nnoertain  to  what  degree  the  evils  oompl^ned 
of  niAj  be  extended,  the  Pre^dent  has  direoted 
me  to  request  vonr  IBxoelleDoy,  that,  in  case 
the  fhuitiers  of  Geor^a  ahoold  be  seriously 
invaded  by  large  bodies  of  hostile  Indians,  yon 
would,  upon  the  reqaest  of  the  Governor  of 
said  Slate,  direct  snon  parties  of  the  militia  of 
Bwth  Carolina  to  march  to  the  aasistanoe  of 
GeorgiB  as  the  case  may  require, /w  (A*  n^antet 
tjfuhkA  tAt  nhittd  State*  viU  be  rttpont^lt." 
Snrely,  sir,  this  ought  to  convince  every  one 
that  the  General  Government  ctouidered  the 
ritnation  of  Georgia  as  serioQsIy  alarming,  and 
that  it  was  inclined  to  repose  evenr  degree  of 
confidenoe  in  the  discretion  of  the  Governor  of 
that  State.  The  Governor  of  South  Oarolina  is 
requested  to  comply  with  his  reqniidUon — and 
here,  nr,  I  woold  put  it  to  the  oandor  of  my 
honoraue  friend  from  Sonth  Carolina,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Military  Committee,  to  s^  if  each 
requisition  had  been  made,  and  if  the  Governor 
of  South  Carolina  had  complied  with  it,  oonld 
he  have  f^t  himself  aathorued  to  refuse  to  pay 
the  troops  for  their  serrioes  t  This  is,  perhaps, 
mr,  very  ninoh  of  an  arffumeriium  ad  hominem, 
bnt  my  friend  most  excuse  me  here  for  it.  The 
case  is  a  simple  one ;  the  Federal  Oovemmeut 
authorize  the  troops  to  be  called  out  if  necessary 


Gecogia  makes  the  requisitjon  upon  the  Govern- 
or of  Sonth  Carolina,  and  the  requintion  is 
obeyed.  Oonld  bt^  conld  any  one  here,  refbse 
to  pay  tar  the  services  of  these  troops!  and,  if 
not,  in  the  name  of  consdence,  how  can  we 
refoae  to  pay  for  the  services  of  the  troops  of 


Geor^t  Does  the  mere  fact  of  thdr  bdng 
Geor^ansmakeaomaterisladiffMenoet  If  the 
Oorernor  of  Georgia  conld  call  ont,  at  his  own 
discretion,  and  wi&out  being  depmdent  at  all 
upon  the  disoretion  of  the  GenM«l  Qovemment 
atadistanoe,  the  troopsof  another  State, surely, 
afi/rtioH,  he  most  have  had  a  similar  and  00- 
emoient  power  over  those  of  his  own  BtateL 

In  a  letter,  dated  ISth  Fetvoary,  1T94,  from 
Governor  Matthewa  to  the  Secretaiy  of  Var, 
he  protests  against  the  oidws  reslTicling  him 
to  opwationa  of  a  chtraoter  strictly  defuudve. 
He  urges  most  strongly  the  neceentytrf  hia 
being  permitted  to  pursue  the  savages  Into  th^ 
own  oonntry— 4o  fcdlow  thenL  like  wild  beaati^ 
to  thurden^  as  the  only  posauile  means  of  oran- 
pietdy  effecting  the  seourilT  of  die  frontier. 
Ha  slso  proposes  a  plan  of  defenos^  by  erecting 
block-honses  along  the  whole  est«adea  fhmtier 
line.  Now,  dr,  this  oompMnt  proves  that 
Governor  Matthews  conddered  himsalf  as  act- 
ing under  the  orders  of  the  General  Gomik- 
ment,  and  the  adoption  of  a  part  of  his  proposed 
plan  of  defence,  (as  appears  in  the  Secretary  of 
War's  letters  to  him  of  the  aCth  March,  and 
14:th  May,  17B4,)  shows  that  the  Execntive  of 
the  United  States  continued  to  lend  hia  sancticn 
to  the  servioee  of  tlie  militia.  TbeMdoonment^ 
vrithout  going  fnrtiter,  cleaily  ahov  thai  tii* 
Governor  of  Geor^  was  veeted  witli  diaoro- 
tionary  power,  adapted  to  the  exigency.  This 
power  he  exerdsed ;  and  that  it  was  oorreoUy 
exercised,  ma;  be  inferred  from  the  readineai 
with  which  the  agent  fnmished  rations.  These 
were  paid  for  by  the  General  Government,  and 
that,  too,  without  any  eipreanon  of  oensnre 
upon  turn,  for  affording  them.  Is  not  tbia  a 
condu&ive  fact  that  the  militia  were  propeily 
called  ont  and  held  in  aervioet  They  were 
supplied  with  arms  by  the  Federal  Government 
— tbey  were  regulany  mustered  into  servioe, 
and  were  famished  (as  I  have  add)  with  ra> 
tioDs,  These  &ctB  appear  palpaUy  lo  the  docu- 
ments b^bro  US,  and  it  is  unneoeesarv  for  me  to 
weary  the  attention  of  Um  House  by  reading 
themindetuL 

It  appears^  then,  that  the  Ckneral  Govent- 
ment  aii  antiuMica  the  Governor  c^  Georgia  to 
order  out  troops  at  his  ^scretion ;  and,altlion^ 
in  one  instance,  th^  General  Government  seem- 
ed indined  to  withhold  its  sanction  in  future, 
yet,  upon  the  remonstrance  of  the  Governor,  he 
is  sgsin  assured  that  he  is  oonddered  tbe  com- 
petent Judge  of  the  extent  of  the  danger.  Sub- 
sequently, indeed,  i.  e.  in  ITM,  the  number  of 
troops  is  limited  by  an  order  fifom  the  General 
Government,  and  the  dlsbandment  of  those 
whose  services  were  itot  deemed  reqnidte,  was 

gs  Captain  Freeman,  the  agent  <a  the  War 
epartment,  acknowledges)  oEfooted  as  soon  as 
Eoeaible.  Tht  sitnstion  of  the  frontier  had, 
owever,  nnqnestionably  then  become  changed. 
All  active  hostility  on  tbe  part  of  the  Indians 
had  ceased,  and  even  a  disjoodtion  to  hostili^ 
was  Bcarody  manifested  Tne  peace,  too.  whiui 
soon  after  took  place  between  A:aiiM  oad  Spain, 
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and  which  miut  baTo  been  sBtioipsted  by  oor 
Governmeat,  removed  one  great  «xdtinff  ouse 
of  Indian  hoatilit  j.  Bnt,  it  is  worthy  of  oMervA- 
tioDs,  that  aa  ]ate  as  1796,  one  twdvemontli 
after  the  militia  (the  pay  for  whose  Hrvices  is 
now  olaimed)  are  disbanded,  the  QoTeriior  of 
Georgia  is  notified  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
that  200  regulars  are  abont  to  be  sent  to  the  SL 
Uary's  Hirer,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the 
Greeks  in  order.  80  large  a  foroe  being  aeem- 
«d  necessary  at  one  einne  point,  at  a  time  of 
compsratire  peaoe,  wonld  seem,  to  prove  that, 
Iftbe  Governor  of  Geoi^  bad  erred  at  aU,  It 
was  in  not  having  ordered  ont  a  mnch  lai^jer 
force.  Sir,  this  was  the  opinion  expreesed  in 
"  B  spears  by  Ool.  Freeman's  oorre- 


Bnt,  even  taking  it  for  granted,  that  no  ex- 
mm  or  neoessamy  implied  eanodon  of  the 
General  Government,  was  afibrded,  alill  the  sao- 
ond  point  which  I  bare  made  will  fix  a  liability 
to  pi^  for  these  servioes,  npon  the  General  Gov- 
flmment:  for,  seoondly,  the  dronmBtanoes  were, 
t£  themaelve^  anoh  as  to  fnlly  anthorize  the 
Governor  (under  the  Coustitatioa  of  the  United 
Btates)  to  act  aa  his  own  discretion  might  point 
ont.  And  here,  sir,  I  would  remark  that  this 
daose  in  onr  oonetdtntioii,  which  leoogniies  the 
cmerdsa,  bj  a  State  anthority,  of  a  disoretlon- 
trj  ^wer,  in  tdmee  of  imminemt  dange^  is  mere- 
ly amrmative,  or  dedaratory  of  a  right  which 
the  God  of  Katnre  has  given  to  every  man,  and 
whioh  necessarily  belongs  to  every  commnnity 
—which  no  law  can  take  away,  and  which 
mi^t  have  been  exercised  la  the  particular 
case  bef<n«  nil,  nnder  the  snppoeed  state  of 
things,  ev»i  if  the  General  Government  had 
expretaly  forbid  Its  exercise.  I  wonid  also  add, 
that,  tz  naiura  rerum,  the  individoal  threatened 
with  imminent  danger,  most  be  the  jadge  of  the 
fbroe  which  it  is  neoessary  for  him  to  nse,  and 
the  manner  in  whioh  it  ia  to  be  applied  to 
aeonre  s&fetj  to  himsel£  Thorn  who  are  pres- 
wt  are  alone  able  to  determine  the  natm«  and 
extent  of  the  danger.  An  individual  at  a  dis- 
tance, or  a  government  at  a  distance  cannot  be 
a  competent  Jodge.  This  in  &ot  is  frankly  and 
readily  conceded  by  the  General  Government: 
for  the  Federal  ExeontlTe,  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Glovemor  of  Georgia  says : — "  Tod  are 
the  Judge  of  the  degree  of  danger,  and  of  Its 
duration,  and  will  nndonbCedly  proportion  the 
defence  to  the  exigencies."  And,  in  another 
letter  addressed  to  Uie  Governor  of  South  Oaro- 
Una,  that  ofGoer  is  expressly  referred  to  the 
Governor  of  Georgia,  as  the  proper  person  to 
determine  when  any  aunliary  foroe  shonld  be 
ordered  out  from  South  Oarolina.  The  reason 
is  clear :  he  is  on  the  spot,  and  ia,  therefore, 
alone  competent  to  determine  so  important 
matter. 

Of  the  existence  of  imminent  danger  on  the 
ftontiers  of  Geoi^pa,  we  oan  easily  convince 
ourselves,  by  casting  only  a  has^glanoe  npon  the 
oommunioations  of  Govtrnors  Telfair  and  Uat- 
thewB,  and,  also,  of  OoL  Freeman,  the  agent  of 
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the  War  Department,  and  of  other  individnala, 
also,  in  that  qoarter,  many  of  them  United 
States  military  ciffioers.  I  will  briefly  refer  to 
parts  of  these.  And  here,  sir,  I  wiU  remark, 
that  the  sitiiation  of  Georgia  oan  easily  be  con- 
ceived. With  a  frontier  of  near  400  miles, 
lined  with  numerous  savages  of  the  most  war- 
like and  fHirions  character,  and  with  a  ^aise 
popolation,  her  defenceless  and  exposed  situa- 
tion can  ea«ly  be  imagined. 

The  letter  &om  the  Governor  of  Georgia  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  S3d  of  Usy,  1793, 
^vM  intimation  of  the  hostilities  of  the  Greeks 
and  Oherokees,  and  nrges  "  exertions  towards  a 
general  defence,"  To  show,  however,  that 
theeeapprebenaionswerealBoentertaJnedby  the 
United  States  military  offioera,  I  will  dte  the 
letterofMiO.McGall,  dated  16th  of  Jnne^  1792, 
in  which  he  not  only  acknowledges  the  dai^er. 
bnt  also  says,  he  hsa  fbnnd  it  necessary  to  call 
ont  a  portion  of  the  militia  in  his  vitsnlty.  As 
letter,  also,  from  Andrew  Hokens,  dated  13th 
September,  1792,  states,  that  a  general  war  waa 
expected;  and  a  letter  from  Captm  B.  B. 
Roberta,  also  of  the  army,  expresses  great 
anxiety,  and  the  neoeeeity  of  the  militia  being 
called  ont  "immediately  and  la  force."  M^ 
Gwther,  commanding  the  United  States  troopa 
in  Georgia,  informs  the  Governor  that  he,  also, 
has  found  it  necessary  to  call  ont  the  milicia  to 
his  aid.  With  snob  ssnotion  as  this-^with  the 
oonntenance  of  every  United  States  officer  in  the 
StBt«L  the  Governor  would  have  been  wanting 
in  diligence  and  in  fidelity,  oonld  he  have  hesi- 
tated a  moment  Onr  frontier  was  streomiog 
with  the  blood  of  women  and  children — oar 
outer  settlements  were  abandoned  in  dismay  bj 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  Governor  oonld  Jtat 
hedtate  how  to  act. 

The  force  to  t>e  employed,  in  defntoe,  waa 
not  merely  to  be  measared  by  the  nomb^  of 
the  enemy,  (and  these  were  not  few,  for  tb^ 
were  composed  of  the  two  powerful  tribes,  the 
Greeks  and  Cherokees,)  but,  also,  by  tlie  diffi- 
cnlty  of  gnarding  an  extensive  and  naked  fron- 
tier. The  whole  foroe  called  ont,  never,  at  any 
one  period,  amonnted  to  more  than  from  ten  to 
twelve  hundred  men,  and  it  is  absnrd  to  snppose 
that  this  could  have  been  diaproportioned  to 
the  magnitude  and  preaauie  of  the  danger. 
When  it  is  reoolleoted!  what  forces  were  deem- 
ed necessary  to  snbdne  a  part  only  of  theaa 
vei7  tribes,  within  a  very  few  years  past — 
when  it  ia  reoolleoted  tliat  Isi^e  armies  from 
Tennessee,  North  Oarolina,  South  Carolina,  and 


bring  bnt  a  portion  of  tiieae  tribes,  impaired  a 
has  been  their  population,  into  snbmisfdon,  it 
may  well  be  conceived  what  diffionltiea  and 
what  dangers  the  young  and  thinly  popolated 
State  of  Georgia  had  to  contend  with.  WiUi 
bat  a  handful  of  United  States  troops  to  aid 
them,  the  militia  of  Georgia,  at  that  early  day, 
were  required,  by  the  General  Govemmuit,  to 
defend  her  whole  frontier.    The  ii — ' ' 
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tbe  danger  is  apparent  from  the  many  letters 
upcm  your  filea — the  extent  of  it  no  man  can 
doobt,  who  has  read  the  hiatoiy  of  our  late  nar 
in  that  quarter.  There  are  oUier  oommiuiica- 
tioDS  on  this  Bal^eot,  among  the  doomuentfi,  bat 
which  I  tbiok  it  nnneoeeBary  to  allade  to.  The 
Qeneral  OoTwnmen^  indeed,  seems  to  have 
had  bnt  liHle  doabt  npoo  the  subject,  for  it 
never  hesitated  to  fhmish  arms,  ammnnition, 
and  snpplies,  of  every  desoription.  la  regard 
to  the  pa^  alone  waa  there  soy  hesitation. 
This  hesitation  waa,  evidently,  partly  produced 
by  the  want  of  regular  master-rolls,  and  of  tbe 
Cfovwnor's  oertifloftte  of  servioe— both  of  which 
were  enbaeqiiently  fbmished ;  and,  in  fact,  this 
Honse  would  not  now  have  been  troubled  with 
tbe  oonsideration  of  this  snlgeot,  iiad  not  the 
mind  of  the  War  Department  (aooording  to  the 
aoctmiit  of  ita  own  agent)  been  employed  at 
iiut,  moment  so  much  by  more  wdghtf  matters 
IS  to  prevent  any  attention  to  this.  I  will  read 
an  extract  from  Oolonel  Freeman's  report,  which 
haa  an  important  bearing  ^K>n  this  qnestii 
He,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  present 
Georna,  was  acting  there  as  the  ti^nt  of  toe 
War  Department,  ^d  most  have  been  privy  to 
every  fact  or  occnrrence  of  consequence.  [Here 
lb.  T.  read  an  extract  from  Colonel  Freeman's 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  stating,  in  sub- 
BtoDM,  that  the  Governor  was  required  to  give 
a  certificate  before  the  troops  cimld  be  paid ; 
that  tJiey  were,  in  conformity  with  the  orders 
of  thw  Gfovemment,  emplt^ed  merely  in  defen- 
ave  oper&tiona ;  that  the  War  Department  waa 
about  admitdng  and  paying  these  oltums,  Sco.] 

In  regard  to  these  olaima,  Mr.  Pickering, 
then  Secretary  of  War,  writ««,  August,  1796, 
to  tiiB  agent  la  the  War  Department,  in  Geoiv 
pj^  as  follows :  "  The  large  estimate  for  aer- 
vices,  about  which  my  predecessor  donbted,  I 
have  looked  inb>,  and  will  immediately  further 
examine.  From  the  complexion  of  these  claims, 
connected  with  the  Governor's  certificate,  which 
I  received  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  2Sd  of 
Jone,  I  am  inclined  to  think  tbe;  mtut  i«  got' 
trolly  adaUtUdJ"  Here,  then,  this  officer,  atter 
having  examined  the  nature  of  these  cWns, 
and  their  extent,  says,  "  they  must  be  generally 
admitted,"  to  use  his  own  words.  And  again, 
in  a  anbeeqnrait  oommnnication  to  the  same 
officer,  he  goes  farther,  and  aays,  "Uoney  for 
paying  the  Georgia  militia  is  preparing  to  be 
n^worded.  So  d^y  will  take  place  that  is 
avoidable,"  &c. 

Mr.  Pickering's  standing  la  well  known,  and 
]ua  opinion,  thus  eipreBsed,  will,  I  am  confident, 
have  weight.  I  think,  mr,  from  the  hasty  view 
which  I  have  presented,  my  second  portion 
may  be  deemed  furty  established,  viz;  that 
the  orcnmBtancea  were  such  as  fully,  of  them- 
selves, to  authorize  the  Qovemor  to  order  out 
the  militia,  even  without  the  express  sanction 
of  tbe  President.  The  immense  extent  of  the 
frontier,  the  sparse  state  of  the  population,  the 
number  and  ferocity  of  the  savages,  the  horrid 
mnrden  of  the  inhabitants,  the  frequent  depre- 


dations upon  our  settlements,  ore  matters  spread 
perfectly  before  our  view  in  the  documents 
□pon  onr  tables.  That  man  must  be  a  skeptic 
indeed,  who  can  donbt  of  the  necessity  for  the 
stepa  taken  by  the  Qoremor  for  defence  I 

To  sum  np  my  views  upon  this  subject  in  a 
few  words.  I  would  observe,  in  conclusion, 
that  the  General  Govomiaent  gave  its  sanction, 
the  documents  fully  prove ;  that  the  Governor 
could  have  acted  withoat  this  sanction,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  situation  of  the  Geo^ia  frontier; 
that  the  force  ordered  oat  by  him  was  not  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  the  danger, 
IS  apparent,  when  we  look  at  the  extent  of  the 
fontier  to  be  defended,  and  when  we  have  the 
General  Government's  own  estimate  of  the  dan- 
ger, which  supposed  it  not  unlikely  that  the 
militia  of  Georgia  might  be  inadequate  to  the 
defence,  and  that  it  might  become  neoessary  to 
look  to  South  Oarolina  for  ud ;  and  when  it  is 
recollected  that  the  whole  force  (never  exceed- 
ing from  1,000  to  1,200  men)  employed  at  any 
time,  must  have  been  far,  very  tar  indeed  below 
the  disposable  force  of  Qeor^a  alone,  and  that 
it  was  certainly  a  mere  petty  detachment,  when 
Dompared  with  the  immense  regular  and  militia 
forces  employed  in  the  Creek  nation  alone  dur- 
ing the  late  war.  That  the  "Articles  of 
Agreement  and  Cession "  bad  nothing  to  do 
with  their  claims  for  services,  is  manifest  from 
the  phraseology  of  tbe  instrument,  even  inde- 
pendently  of  the  positive  assertions  to  that 
effect,  of  the  Georgia  commissioners,  and  that^ 
consequently,  the  General  Government  has  no 
plea  for  refosing  to  discharge  them.  Sir,  I 
repose  with  confidence,  in  the  jostice  of  diis 
House,  and  I  trust  that  the  time  has  at  lengfli 
come,  when  the  State  of  Georgia  is  no  longer 
to  be  fonnd  knocking  at  your  doors  for  the 
humble  pittance  due  to  her  citizens  for  services 
rendered  to  the  General  Government, 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  wished  distinctiy  to  understand 
the  ground  on  which  the  claim  had  been  re- 
ust«d  by  the  Committee  on  Uilitary  Affairs. 

Mr.  Hura-TOS  (chairman  of  that  committee) 
in  reply,  called  for  the  reading  of  tbe  rejiort  of 
the  Jmitaiy  Committee  in  1802,  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  also  of  the  Solitary  Com- 
mittee of  the  last  session. 

PTheae  reports  were  read  accordingly.] 

Mr.  H.  then,  in  a  few  words,  stated  the  riewa 
of  the  committee  in  r^ecting  the  claims. 

Mr.  Mallxbt,  of  Vermont,  observed,  that 
thta  sut^ect  had  been  before  Congress  in  differ- 
ent forms,  unoe  he  l>ecame  a  member.  From 
the  anxiety  with  which  it  was  nrgod,  on  the 
port  of  ita  fHends,  and  the  constant  indecision 
of  the  House,  he  was  induced  to  give  it  a  par- 
ticalar  examination,  so  as  to  be  prepared  to 
act  decisively  npon  it.  He  would  endeavor  to 
be  OS  concise  as  possible  in  the  views  he  should 
present  to  the  Hoaee. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  el^manta,  that  they  were 
called  into  the  military  eervioe  of  the  United 
States  during  the  years  1703, 1798,  and  1794, 
to  defend  t£e  western  froutien  of  G«or^ 
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asflinst  tnTBBion  hj  the  Indian  tribes.  It  is 
samitted  on  all  sides,  that  the  aerrice  waa  per- 
fornied  in  the  most  eaergetio  and  patriotic 
manner.  That  there  nov  remains  dae  about 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  Uor« 
tiian  thirtj  jeara  have  elapsed  since  the  Geor- 
gia Boldiera  were  entitled  to  remoneratioii. 
Their  rights  have  been  evaded  so  long,  that 
they  have  almost  lost  the  power  of  ezdting 
any  interest  in  their  isvor.  Bnt  it  is  not  too 
late  to  perform  an  act  of  Jnstdoe  to  those  who 
ma;  survive,  or  the  deeoendants  of  the  defend- 
ers of  the  State. 

It  seems  to  be  dear,  stdd  Mr.  M.,  that  the 
General  Government  aathorized  the  call  for  the 
Xiilitia  and  the  continnanoe  of  their  aerricea ; 
tiiat  the  State  of  Georgia  is  nnder  no  obligatitm 
to  remtmerate  them,  and  it  would  be  nnjuat  to 
require  it;  that  the  olaims  were  never  em- 
braced in  tbe  artidea  of  oeesion,  nor  were  thej> 
intended  to  be  by  the  contracting  parties; 
that,  had  the  attempt  been  made  to  compel  the 
militia  to  depend  for  their  pay  on  Qeorgia, 
vithont  their  approbation,  it  voold  have  been 
a  direct  violation  of  their  righta  and  of  tlie 
constitatloD ;  that  it  is  due  to  the  honor  and 
good  faith  of  the  naldon  that  the  General  Gov- 
enunent  should  make  a  prompt  provision  for 
the  payment  of  the  claima, 

Hr.  FoBsirn  then  atud,  it  is  novr  too  late  to 
deny  a  liability  to  pay  what  was  demanded  in 
170S.  Bat  a  new  groond  of  opposition  to  these 
clams  was  discovered  in  1S08.  A  committee  of 
this  Hoose  fancied  that  these  clwms  were  ad- 
justed in  the  contract  between  the  United 
States  and  Georgia  for  the  ceenon  of  the  terri- 
tory comprising  at  this  day  the  States  of  Mis- 
sissippi and  Alabama.  The  United  States 
■tipnlatK,  as  part  consideration  of  that  cession, 
to  pay  |l,2fi0,000  ont  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
luid  ceded,  "  in  consideration  of  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  B^d  State  in  relation  to  the  said 
tonitoty."  Theae  magical  words,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee  of  1808,  as  in  that  of 
the  military  committee  of  this  Oongress,  pud 
off  these  militia  claims,  or  at  least  lifted  the 
responsibility  upon  the  State  of  Georgia.  In 
support  of  this  opinion,  as  the  words  themselves 
bear  no  such  constmction,  resort  was  had  to 
Mr.  Levi  Lincoln,  the  Attorney-General,  who 
was  one  of  the  commissioners  who  formed  the 
contract  of  1603.  This  letter  of  Mr.  Lincoln  la 
K  mere  opinion,  founded  not  npon  the  instra- 
ment,  bnt  upon  his  vague  reoollectiona  of  some 
conversations  with  the  Geor^pa  commissioners. 
As  a  matter  of  evidence,  it  weighs  not  a  feather, 
as  it  is  expressly  contradicted  by  the  poaitive 
deolaralions  of  two  gentlemen,  in  every  respect 
his  eqoala.  They  ^lea^  ima  perfect  knowledge 
of  this  subject.  These  gentlemen  state  that 
these  claims  were  not  included,  because  the 
State  of  Georgia  never  acknowledged  herself 
liable  for  them.  That  the  commisaioaers  hod 
no  antliority  to  stipnlato  about  them,  and  did 
not  stipulate  for  Uieir  payment  or  aMnmption 
by  Georgw-    It  is  not  posdble  for  any  qd- 
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pr^udioed  man  to  read  the  letter  of  the  Geor- 
^  commisrionera,  and  believe  that  these  mili- 
tia olainiH  were  intended  to  be  included  in  the 
words  quoted  from  tiie  sot  of  cesoon.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, however,  that,  in  drawing  np  articles 
of  any  oompact,  between  Btotes  or  inoividuala, 
the  intenUw  and  the  act  are  not  always  the 
same.  The  parties  intend  to  do  one  thing,  and 
sometimes  do  a  very  different  thing.  This  may 
arise  from  the  aaperior  adroitness  of  one  at 
them  is  the  use  of  language,  or  from  carelese- 
neaa  in  the  choice  of  woraa.  In  the  present 
instance,  neither  can  be  suppoeed ;  all  tLe  per- 
sona engaged  in  forming  the  compact  of  1602. 
were  genuemen  of  astute  understandings  and 
pure  oharactera.  There  waa  no  deeign  to  en- 
trap— there  was  ne  want  of  care.  T^e  words 
used  expressed  &irly  the  intention  of  the  par- 
ties. Can  they,  by  any  oonatmotion,  be  made 
to  cover  these  nulitia  claims!  Georgia  did 
not  owe  them.  This  waa  admitted.  The  docu- 
ments show  that  she  did  not.  Where  dow 
ahe  aaaome  to  pay  them  I  No  promise  to  psjr 
them  is  in  the  instmment.  Kothiug  b  con- 
tuned  in  the  oompact  which  imposea  any  obli- 
Sion  upon  Georgia  which  did  not  then  exist, 
ese  claims  were  then  chaises  <hi  the  General 
Government.    They  remain  so  stilL 

Were  it  even  admitted  that  there  was  an  ob- 
ligation on  t^e  State  of  Geor^a  to  pay  these 
claims  in  17M,  it  is  yet  necesswy  to  show  that 
these  eipenses  had  a  "  relation  to  the  territory 
ceded,"  before  they  can  be  considered  included 
in  the  oeesion  of  1803.  In  what  does  this  rela- 
tion consist  t  The  services  were  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiera,  and  had  no  more  relation 
to  this  territory  than  servioee  performed  in 
Kew  Eampahire  or  Maasachnsetta,  in  defenoe 
of  their  frontiers. 

It  is  a  great  error  to  suppose  that  the  magical 
words  "in  oonrideration  of  expenses  incnrred 
by  tlie  State,"  and  on  which  so  much  stress  is 
laid,  express  the  real  oonaideration  f<»'  which 
the  |l,3fiO,000  was  to  be  paid.  The  ooDaider»- 
lion  was  a  territory  aufSoiently  extensive  for 
two  European  kingdoms,  from  the  sale  oS 
the  lands.  Government  has  received  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  more  than  uz  millions  iaduo, 
and  the  remaning  lands  will  yield  fifty  mil- 
lions, if  sold  at  the  minimum  price  of  pnblio 
lands.  It  may  be  asked,  Why  were  these 
words  introdnced  into  the  oompact  f  and  what 
are  the  expenses  to  which  they  refer  t  The 
last  question  has  been  answered  by  my  od- 
leagues.  The  first  I  shall  now  answer,  and  I 
trust,  satiaGKtorily.  When  the  commisdon- 
ers  of  the  United  States  were  called  upon  by* 
those  of  Georgia,  to  stipnlato  a  payment  of  a 
large  sum,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  landa 
ceded,  if  Uiey  did  their  duty,  they  demanded 
of  the  Georgia  oommissioners,  on  what  princi- 
ple Georgia  demanded  a  payment  for  lands 
ceded,  for  the  general  benefit,  when  New  York, 
and  Hasaaohnsetts,  and  Connecticut,  and  Vir- 
g^ia,  and  North  Oarolina,  had  oedea  torritory 
without  any  equivalent  t    To  this  ^)peal  to  Um 
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nugnanimi^  of  one  of  the  parti«e,  the  answer 
was  dmple  and  oondnsiTe,  New  York  and 
ICassacbiuatta  had  conflicting  claims,  and,  to 
avoid  diapnte,  ceded  the  dupntod  territorj. 
OonnectJoat  ^Te  up  ber  jnrudictioiij  bat  re- 
tained ber  right  to  the  Mil,  Vii^nia  and 
Nortb  Carolina  gave  op  tbeir  territorr,  but 
■addled,  it  with  the  payment  of «  variety  of  the 
existing  olaimH,  Indefinite  in  extent,  and  not 
jet  satined.  Qeorna  cecUng  territory,  uke 
only  what  has  been  demanded  and  granted  to 
Virginia  and  North  OaroUna.  She  bhIcb  In 
money,  and  tbej  received  lands.  Geoi^  owes 
to  her  State  troopa  two  miUiona  of  acres  of 
land.  This  debt  is  to  be  discharged  ont  of  the 
Weetem  lands,  abonC  which  wa  are  treating,  by 
the  terms  on  which  tJie  troops  enlisted.  It  is 
not  a  Bevolotionary  d^m,  bat  a  claim  ariwng 

5 nor  to  the  adoption  of  the  oonsdtntion.  It  is 
ne  for  defence  of  the  State,  and  forms  a  fkir 
and  reasonable  dum  npon  the  confederatjoo. 
It  has  not  been  allowed,  and  we  must  take 
oue  that  it  shell  be  paid,  espeoially  as  we  are 
about  to  convey  away  the  nind  on  which  it 
was  seonred.  The  natore  of  this  claim  has 
been  already  explained.  A  brief  reoapitolation 
mi^  not,  however,  be  naeleag.  In  1787,  dnring 
•&  Indian  war,  it  was  deemed  oeoeasary  to 
Taiae  8,000  men.  As  an  indnoement  to  enlist- 
ments, 640  acres  of  land  were  offered  to  each 
private ;  and  to  the  officers,  a  larser  quantity 
— ^ibe  greatest  amount  promised  being  I,aoo 
aorea  to  a  ocdoneL  The  Etatate  of  Qeo^ia  lies 
on  my  table,  for  like  infection  of  any  genUe- 
man  who  wishes  to  know,  aoonrately,  its  pro- 
viaiona.  It  is  enongh  for  my  purpose  to  state 
the  snbMaDce  of  it.  The  enlistments  were 
made,  and  warrants  for  the  bonnties  were  given 
to  tiie  ofBcera  and  men.  Aoeording  to  the 
promises  of  the  ststote,  these  bonnty  warrants 
were  to  be  located  in  the  Western  territory. 
A  part  of  the  troops  were  to  be  rused  in  what 
waa  then  called  ('ranklin,  a  port  of  what  is 
now  the  State  of  Tennessee.  To  these  reoroits 
a  promise  was  ^ven  of  60  acres  on  every  100 
of  bounty,  in  hen  of  rations,  which  Georgia 
did  not  propoae  to  ftuTiish  them,  and  this 
qnaudty  was  to  be  Eorveyed  in  the  Bend  of 
Tenneeaee.  In  demanding  payment  for  these 
bonnty  warrants,  Geor^  followed  the  exam- 
ple oS  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  In  oon- 
aenting  to  pi?,  the  United  States  did  only  what 
was  done  lor  those  States,  The  difference  be- 
tween tlie  oases  is  this :  the  dums  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  were  revolntionary.  The 
claims  of  Georgia  prior  to  the  constitntion,  bat 
^ter  the  revolntion. 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina  made  tbe  land 
niljeot  to  their  dtUms.  Georgia  asked  the 
amoont  in  money,  and  paid  it  over  to  her  citi- 
xena  and  thcee  nl  aiming  ander  them.  The 
oonuiiBsioners  lA  Georgia  and  of  the  United 
States  acted  wisely  in  making  this  arrangement, 
both  for  the  interests  of  the  individuals  claim- 
ing and  for  the  convenience  of  tbe  United 
States  in  the  oonaeqaent  survey  and  sale  of  the 


territory  ceded.  The  ceded  territory  has  been 
regnlarly  sorveyed  by  the  United  States.  There 
are  no  conflicting  claims  in  Alabama  and  Mis- 
sissippL  The  groand  has  not  been  "  shingled 
with  warrants  "  as  in  Eentnoky  and  Tennessee. 
The  d^mants,  imder  the  statute  of  Geor^a, 
have  bU  been  ptdd,  while  some  of  those  daim- 
ing  nnder  Vii^nia  and  North  Carolina  are  yet 
unsatisfied.  Whoever  will  consider  the  ois- 
pates  and  difficnities  which  have  attended  the 
arrangement  of  theee  d^ms  of  Vir^nia  and 
North  Carolina,  will  applaud  the  conduct  of 
Georgia. 

This  explanation  aceounta  for  tbe  apparent 
contra^ctlon  between  Ur.  Lincoln  and  the 
Georgia  oommissioners,  and  completely  recon- 
eilee  their  statement.  Ur.  Lincoln  heard  the 
oommisrioners  mj  aomething  about  militia 
claims  doe  by  that  State,  and  he  has  confoimded 
the  cl^ms  tat  aervicea  in  1767,  witb  the  duma 
for  the  servioes  rendered  in  1703,  'B,  and  '4. 
This  claim  of  two  millions  ^  acres  is  that  re- 
ferred to  in  the  cession,  and  not  tbe  trifling 
sum  of  {143,000.  This  latter  is  a  debt  in- 
curred, not  by  Geortna,  but  by  the  United 
8tat«a ;  and  is  as  wboUy  unconnected  witb  the 
former  as  the  militia  cl^ms  of  Massachusetta 
are.  In  oODstming  this  instrument,  then,  it  is 
for  ibis  House  to  ohooee  whether  they  will 
make  its  language  refer  to  daima  equal  in 
amount  to  tbe  sum  stipulated,  and  having  a 
direct  relation  to  tbelapd  ceded,  or  to  this  little 
militia  claim,  so  far  short  of  the  soni  stipulated, 
having  no  relation  to  the  land  ceded,  and  in 
which  the  State  never  meddled,  except  through 
its  Oovemor.  I  will  now  show,  in  conclusion, 
that  the  military  committee  have  erred  on  this 
aubject,  and  on  the  same  ground  as  the  Secre- 
tary erred  in  17M.  They  express  great  r^rret 
that  the  documents  were  burnt  tai  the  War 
Office.  Sir,  it  is  tme  that  the  documents  were 
burnt,  but  the  records  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
have  Deen  applied  to,  and  from  those  reoorda 
the  whole  correspondence  on  both  rides  haa 
l)aen  obtained.  The  committee  snppose  that 
those  docnments,  if  they  had  not  been  burnt, 
would  show  why  tiese  dairaa  have  been  rqeot- 
ed.  And  they  suppose,  as  the  Secretary  did, 
that  they  were  rejected  because  the  operations 
against  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  had  taken 
a  direction  which  was  offensive  to  the  Govern- 
ment. But  this  was  never  the  fact.  It  b 
true,  indeed,  that  expeditions  were  undertaken 
against  the  Indians,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of 
tbe  Government ;  bnt  these  were  expeditions, 
not  of  the  militia,  bat  of  volnntocrs,  acting  on 
their  own  mere  motion,  in  revenge  for  i^joiiee 
previously  inflicted  by  the  Indians. 

It  is  immaterial  whether  the  Governor  of 
Georgia  acted  right  or  acted  wrong.  He  waa 
authorized,  by  the  General  Government,  to 
raise  those  troops :  in  doing  so,  he  was  the 
agent  of  tbe  General  Glovemment,  and  the 
Government  is  bound  to  pay  the  eoldiers  ha 

Were  It,  however,  neeenaij,  I  ooold  show 
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that,  inat«ad  of  doing  too  much,  be  did  too  lit- 
tle. The  docnmenta  Bbow  that  the  people  of 
the  BtAte  did  not  ooneider  the  frootieiB  raf- 
flcientJj  prot«ct«d.  The  tegiaktare  passed 
sundry  reeolntions,  calling  npon  tlia  Oeneral 
CFovemment  for  further  old— aid  which  woold 
have  been  iadispensabla  but  for  the  voioatary 
npeditdoDs  undertaken  bj  the  oitizana  of  Geor- 
gia agslDst  the  Indians.  To  show  the  danger 
to  which  the  Btate  vats  enosed,  I  sak  tbe 
attention  of  the  Hooae  to  a  smgle  docnment,  a 
Iett«r  from  the  Spanish  QoTemor  of  Loniaiiuia 
to  tbe  Spanish  oommissioners,  Jaudenee  and 
Viar,  [Ui.  F.  read  from  Wute's  8Ut«  F^iera 
extracts  from  the  letter,  wbicli  statAd  that  SOO 
Oherobeea  were  aakiiiK  sapplies  of  ammniiltion 
to  invade  Georgia;  uat  partial  mpplies  had 
been  pven ;  that  fbnr  bodies  «rf  Creeks  vere 
read;  to  invade  Georgia,  bat  were  restr^ned 
by  the  Governor  notil  it  was  ascertained  what 
was  to  be  done  bj  Spun  and  the  United 
States.]  8aoh  was  the  effect  prodooed  br  this 
letter,  that  the  administration  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington expected  a  war  with  Spain  as  the  ally 
(tf  the  Greeks  and  Cberokees.  The  letter  of 
Itr.  Jefibraon  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  conunnnlcat- 
ing  this  document,  ahows  the  apprehension  of 
the  Govemment  that  sooh  was  to  be  the  oon- 
eequenoe  of  the  disturbances  to  the  South.  To 
the  Western  gentlemen,  a  folTjnHtification  of 
the  conduct  of  the  GoTemor  would  be  found 
in  the  fact  that,  notwithstandiuK  the  force 
called  into  service,  the  inonrsions  of  the  Indians 
were  bo  irequent,  that  the  frontier  settlements 
were  broken  no  the  whole  extent  of  the  Indian 
bonndary.  All  this  is  aside  from  the  qoeslion. 
It  was  immaterial  whether  the  Governor  was 
justified  or  criminal  in  employing  the  force 
called  ont  The  troops  were  caUed  ont  by  him 
as  the  agent  of  the  United  States ;  the  United 
States  are  bound  to  pay.  The  United  States 
have  paid  the  contractor  who  supplied  them  ^ 
the  expenses  incident  to  tbe  eemoe ;  have  paid 
troops  from  Tennessee,  employed  under  similar 
drcumstanoes,  and  have  not  beui  absolved  from 
their  liability  to  the  Georfpa  militia  by  the 
oonipact  of  1802. 

Ur.  Hamilton  rose  in  reply,  but  gave  war 
to  a  motion  for  a^oumment,  wtuch  was  carried. 

TpBsnAT,  Febmary  IB. 
Georgia  MUitut  Claimi. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  bnsi- 
ness  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  moUoQ  of  Ifr. 
Tattkau,  to  recommit  the  report  of  the  mii- 
tary  Ck>mniit(ee  on  the  Georgia  Militia  Claims, 
wiui  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  pay- 
ment of  them. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  that  he  would  not  detain 
the  House  long  in  tbe  very  few  remarks  which 
he  had  to  make  in  vindication  of  the  report  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Military  A&irs,  in  reply  to 
the  obiections  which  the  gentleman  &ora  Geor- 
gia had  urged  in  opposition  to  that  report 

He  Bud  that,  whilst  he  admitted  that  no  clwm 
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carded  by  uie  droomstanoe  of  i^  having  been, 
time  after  time,  r^eotod  by  the  OMnmitteea  to 
which  it  may  have  been  rcJbrred ;  nevertheless, 
the  fact  of  rdterated  r^eotion  was  calculated 
to  producea  weU-fouoded  distrust  of  tbe  justioe 
of  a  claim  so  circumstanced,  and  must  produoe 
a  disposition,  on  tbe  part  of  the  House,  not  to 
reverse  previous  dedsions,  ezoept  ou  the  dis- 
covery of  some  new  matters  of  fact,  which  may 
have  escaped  a  previous  investigation. 

As  it  respects  the  cl^ms  under  oonnderatJtui, 
they  have  been  before  Congreas,  in  various 
sbapea,  from  1797  to  tbe  preaent  period,  and 
have  been  uniformly  r^ect«d  by  the  ooounittees 
of  this  House,  with  the  exception  of  a  favorable 
report  of  a  select  committee,  to  whose  con- 
tioeration  they  were  once  confided.  In  1808, 
the  Committee  on  Claims  made  an  able  report, 
which  may  be  said  to  have  formed  the  basis  on 
which  tbe  Georgia  Militia  Claims  have  ever 
since  been  rejected,  on  the  ground  that  tiieir 
complete  payment  was  oonsummated  under  the 
treaty  of  cession  between  tbe  United  State*  and 
GeoKia,ezecntedtha24thof  April,  1802.  Be- 
fore, Mr.  H.  said,  he  came  to  oondder  the  stipu- 
lation of  this  treaty,  which  it  is  supposed  had 
relation  to  these  dums,  He  would  remark, 
which  it  was  important  for  the  House  distinctly 
to  understand,  that  the  validity  or  Justioe  of  thd 
el^ms  indepraidently  of  this  etjpulatioii,  had 
never  been  folly  admitted  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  Statea  that  the  largest  portion  of 
them  were  repcnrted,  by  the  agent  of  the  War 
Department,  as  unauthorized ;  and,  with  such  a 
deeimration,  tbey  yet  stand  on  tiia  records  of 
the  House,  and  on  the  files  of  Uie  War  Office. 
In  a  word,  of  the  claims  which,  by  the  motion 
of  tiie  gentleman  from  Georgia,  the  Oommittea 
on  Military  Afiaire  are  inabnoted  to  report  K 
bill  to  provide  p^rment,  only  tlS,16B  SO  are 
called  auOarUed,  out  of  il4S,B86  28.  The  re- 
maining nun  of  (120,876  66,  being  for  servioea, 
whioh,ln  the  l^guage  of  the  speiual  agent,  enk- 
ployed  by  the  War  Department,  Colonel  Con- 
stant Freeman,  "  were  not  oonuderad,  either 
by  the  Eiecmtive  or  himself;  as  fiiUy  author- 

This  discrimination  resulted  fhim  the  follow- 
ing drcumstanoes :  In  1762,  the  fWintiera  of 
Georgia  were  seriously  menaoed  by  Indian  In- 
cursions. The  then  Becretary  of  War,  Gen. 
Enox,  authorized  the  Governor  of  that  Stat^ 
"to  take  such  measures,  for  the  defence  of  tbe 
tame,  as  might  be  indiq>ensable,"  and,  very 
shortly  alter,  communicated  to  the  Gtovenua- 
the  views  of  the  President,  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  militia  force  which  might  be  necessary  for 
the  security  of  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  r^ular  troops  which  were,  at  that 
time,  in  that  quarter,  under  the  command  of 
M^or  Gutber.  The  additional  foroe,  thaa 
suggested  as  suffident,  were  one  hundred  horae 
and  one  hundred  foot.  The  "case  of  the  serious 
invasion  of  Georgia  by  large  bodieeof  Indians," 
tbe  Secretary  remarked,  at  tbaotrndOBCKi  of  us 
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ordoT,  "  most  be  left  to  the  provisions  of  tbe 
OuiBtihitioii  of  the  United  States."  The  aa- 
fbOTlzed  oluiiia,  amonntiog  to  |I8,1S9  68,  may, 
therefore^  be  oonstdared  as  foanded  on  tho 
■errioes  of  the  one  bnudred  horse  and  one 
hundred  ibot,  ordered  bj  the  Secretory;  and 
the  onaoUiorised  ol^ou,  amonntuiKto  (128,375 
M,  are  tboae  which  grew  ont  of  the  discretion 
vhioh  the  EiecotiTo  of  Qeor^  ezerciMd  under 
tiie  preanmed  inBtmctions  of  the  Seorettuy  of 
War,  or  the  provirions  of  the  oonstitation. 

As  the  gronnd  awamed  bj  tbe  oommittee,  in 
tfaejr  report,  is  the  one  bo  often  taken,  that  these 
claims  have  been  finally  settled  aoder  the  treaty 
of  CMBi<Hi,  Ur.  H.  stud  he  would  not  go  into  a 
minnte  recapitulation  of  the  oorrespondence,  to 
■how  ihaX  the  nnanthorized  claims  were  always 
considered  aa  liable  to  objection,  in  ooneeqaenoe 
of  a  bdief,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Oovem- 
moLt,  that  the  Oovemtnr  of  Georgia  had  not  ex- 
ercised a  proper  discretion  in  calling  oat  troops, 
the  levies  of  vrhiob  were,  at  times,  ni^nstifiably 
large  and  freqaent,  and,  consequently,  entaiUnz 
nnneoessary  expense  on  the  Diiitad  States.  If 
•ny  proof  were  wanting  of  this  fact,  it  is  to  be 
fonnd  in  the  letter  of  the  S2d  Febmary,  1794, 
in  which  the  Secretary  of  War  iofonns  tlie  Gov- 
ernor of  Georgia  "that  a  body  of  militia  had 
b«en  kept  np,  on  the  frontiers  of  Geor^a,  dar- 
ing a  greater  part  of  the  last  ;ear,  greatiy  ex- 
ceeding tbe  number,  which,  according  to  the 
infhrmation  reoeived  at  the  War  Office,  would 
seem  to  have  been  required  by  the  state  of 
things  in  that  quarter?'  This  number  was 
represented  from  1,000  to  1,300;  and,  hi  this 
communication,  the  secretary  employs  the  cau- 
tion of  revertins  again  to  the  force  which  the 
President  consider^  adequate  to  the  defence 
tf£  Qeoma,  which  he  was  willing  to  consider 
sa  raised  and  continued  in  the  service  by  his 
aathoritr,  viz :  100  horse  and  100  foot 

But  this  was  not  the  only  exception  which 
was  probably  taken  to  the  clums.  Tbe  cor- 
respondence between  the  Federal  and  State 
Viuiorities,  as  well  as  the  report  of  Ool.  Free- 
man, discloses  the  &ot  that,  notwithstanding 
the  peremptory  instmotions  of  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  that  the  Indian 
territory  was  not  to  be  invaded,  that  incursions 
did  take  place,  which  induced  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  in  bis  letter  to  OoL  Freeman-  of  the  0th 
of  September,  1798,  to  order  him  "nottocon- 
enr  in  any  measures,  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States,  for  Invading  tbe  Greeks."  And, 
in  relation  to  the  &cts  in  connection  with  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  Ool.  Freeman  says,  la 
his  report  on  the  unauthorized  olums  made  to 
the  War  Department,  on  the  26th  of  October 
1802,  "  the  periods  iu  which  these  unauthorized 
fllaims  are  made,  are  particularly  marked  in  the 
history  of  that  State,  for  misunderstandings 
between  the  Greeks  and  the  frontier  setUers. 
There  were  faults  on  both  sides.  The  Indians 
were  continually  stealing  horses,  murdering, 
■ad  doing  other  injuries  to  tbe  inhabitants, 
who,  in  retaliation,  made  inonniona  into  their 


country.  Such  were  the  Oakmulgee  expedition 
under  General  Twiggs,  in  Jnue,  179S,  which 
consisted  of  about  750  horse  and  foot ;  the  de- 
struction of  the  Oakfuskee  village,  by  0<^ 
Melter,  in  September,  who  had  under  his  com- 
mand about  eiKhtj-eight  officers  and  men ;  the 
detachment  of  12G  men,  who  marched  nnder 
the  orders  of  Hiyor  Breuton,  agunst  the  Little 
Ohehaw  village,  on  Flint  jUrer ;  and  several 
others  of  less  note,  which  were  mode  by  vol- 
unteer parties  of  militia.  It  has  been  sup* 
posed  that  these  expeditions  have  oj>erated  as 
objections  to  admitting  the  militia  claims. 
Althon^h  they  might  have  been  irregula^^t 
is  certam  that  some  of  the  detachments  't^o 
were  then  in  service,  afforded  great  security  to 
the  peaceable  inhabitouts  on  the  frontiers." 

If  a  portion  of  these  nnanthorized  daima 
oomprised  expeditious  involved  in  these  excur- 
dons  into  the  enemy's  territory,  contrary  to 
the  express  ordere  of  the  Prerident,  it  may  well 
be  supposed,  sdd  Mr,  E.,  that  very  serious 
difficulty  would  have  been  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment as  te  their  admission.  But  these  cir- 
cumstances form  not  the  only  objections  which 
were  entertained  as  te  the  vali^ty  of  the 
olums  in  qnestiou.  Both  from  Ool.  Freeman's 
repor^  and  the  correspoudence  between  the 
Governor  and  OoL  Qaither,  who  commanded 


tion  to  the  forms  of  service  which  were  re- 
qnired,  which  led  to  some  unpleasant  condicta 
of  anttiority  between  OoL  Gsither  and  the 
State  fimctionaries.  It  is  evident,  from  the 
letters  of  this  officer,  that  be  did  not  conceive 
that  any  serious  invasion  of  the  Indians  was 
threatened,  but  merely  predatory  incurnona, 
and,  in  November,  1793,  he  tlunks  even  a 
less  force  than  that  designated  by  the  Secretary 
of  War:  would  be  sufficient  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers ;  that  is,  two  troops  of  cavalry. 
Instead  of  100  horse  and  100  foot.  That  the 
militia  of  Georgia  were  assembled  with  irregu- 
larity, is  highlr  probaUe,  from  another  foot 
which  appesTB  in  the  correspondence  between 
Ool.  Freeman  and  Mf^or  Gsither,  in  their  re- 
spective letters  of  the  17th  and  ISth  Ooteber, 
1768.  Tbe  former  makes  an  application  to  the 
latter,  "  to  appoint  some  fit  and  proper  person 
to  muster  and  inspect  tbe  militia,"  to  which 
H^or  Gaither  replies:  "Youra  of  the  17th 
inst  I  have  received,  and  declare  to  yon,  if 
there  are  any  militia  in  arms  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States^  in  Georaia,  I  am 
ignorant  thereof.  When  I  reoeived  your  in- 
Btrootione  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  wrote 
immediately  for  information,  which  I  d^y  ex- 
pect to  receive,  and  for  that  reason  widi  to 
postpone  the  mustering  the  militia  of  Georgia, 
nntil  I  am  properly  informed.  As  there  are 
diffionlties  whion  may  arise  in  this  business,  it 
is  highly  necessary  it  should  be  delayed." 

Hr.  H.  smd  that  be  bod  thus,  as  compendions- 
ly  as  possible,  endeavored  to  show,  uiat  these 
nnauthorized  claims  had  probaUj  been  bqb- 
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pended  for  otber  reaeoiu  thaa  any  dit^osUioii 
on  the  part  of  the  Oeiienl  Qovemment  to  do 
Georgia  u^ostioe.  He  then  remaikdd,  tiui  it 
was  macb  to  be  lameiited  the  oonfiagration  of 
the  War  Offiue  had  probably  destroyed  maiij 
documents  iUnstratuig  the  views  and  objections 
of  the  QoTernment  oa  this  anhjeot,  from  the 
AarUeat  period  at  whioh  their  payment  had 
been  presaed.  But,  as  he  had  before  remarked, 
if  the  House  came  to  the  aame  oouclaaion  with 
the  committee,  that  these  cl^ma,  "anthorited," 
M  well  aa  "  unauthorized,"  were  provided  for 
and  pud  nnder  the  treaty  of  oesaion  of  1803,  it 
iu|  not  very  material  to  inqoire  whether  the 
lil&enoea  which  ho  bad  dednoed  were  aonnd 

3Cr.  FowYTH,  of  Georgia,  in  reply  to  Ur.  Hjlx- 
ILTOK,  aaid,  the  gentleman  who  had  Just  taken 
hi*  teat  liad  committed  aeveral  miatakea  as  to 
^e  ftota  of  the  case  before  the  House,  which  it 
Toold  Iw  beat  to  ooneot  while  the  remembranoe 
of  hia  argnmeut  \ras  fresh  in  the  miode  of  the 
membera.  He  stated  tiiat  there  liad  been  no 
favorable  dedMon  from  a  standing  committee; 
that  all  the  favorable  reports  were  from  select 
oommitteee.  A  bill  was  reported  at  the  laat 
Congress  by  a  stsndiag  oommittae  of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  passed  the  Sanate,  bnt  was  not  acted 
npon  finally  here.  [Mr.  EAMiLroN  explained, 
that  his  remark  was  oonfined  to  oommittAes  of 
the  House  of  Repreeeat^tives.]  Mr.  F.  was  not 
prepared  to  di^nte  the  fact,  that  nn&vorable 
reports  had  been  made  by  standing  committece. 
and  favorable  by  select  committees.  He  dia 
not  perceive  that  this  oagbt  to  ^r^ndlce  the 
claimants.  Reports  were  not  considered  aa  an- 
tbority :  their  value  depended  upon  the  matter 
contained  in  tiiem,  and  they  were  confirmed  or 
reacted  according  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House,  after  carenil  ezanunation  of  their  oon- 
tenta.  The  two  reports  against  the  claim,  were, 
let,  that  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  of  18U8 ; 
Sd,  that  of  the  Military  Committee  of  the  last 
seeaioD.  Both  committees  occnpy  the  same 
ground,  that  the  claims  were  dne  by  Geowia  in 
17M,  and  that  the  responubility  of  the  TToited 
States  was  removed  by  the  compact  of  1802, 
'Both  committees,  in  my  judgment,  erred,  from 
the  want  of  due  conuderatLon  of  the  docmnents. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  satisfied 
me  by  hia  argmnent  of  to-day,  that  the  Military 
Committee  ^ve  in  this  case  relied  too  moch 
upon  the  previona  report^  and  hare  therefore 
failed  to  eiamine  aocuratety  the  ori^nal  papera. 
Hesays,  with  regret,  that  two  letters  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Georgia  are  not  to  be  had.  This  ia  a 
mistake.  Both  those  letters  are  in  a  pamphlet 
BOW  in  my  hand,  printed  at  the  present  session 
of  Congress.  He  states,  also,  that  this  buunesa 
originated  in  an  application  from  the  Governor 
of  Georgia  for  aid  from  the  General  Qovernment 
in  1792.  This  was  not  bo.  The  origin  of  this 
claim  is  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
tbe  Governor,  warning  him  of  impending  dan- 
ger, and  urging  him  to  take  preparatory  meaa- 
ores.  The  letter  to  which  the  gentleman  alladea, 
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ia  the  answer  to  the  Secretary  of  Var,  Th« 
measurea  preparatory  to  meet  uie  danger,  were 
taken,  and  notioe  given  to  the  War  I]epartment, 
A  discretionary  power  was  then  given.  Troopa 
were  called  out ;  a  dispute  arose  about  the  num- 
ber called  out ;  an  explanation  was  j^ven,  and 
the  Gkneral  Govenuoent  was  satisfied.  The 
conclnding  part  of  the  letter  of  the  Becretaty  <d 
War  expreeeea  a  hope  that  the  large  force  wHl 
be  dismissed  when  the  danger  is  paeaed, provided 
the  safety  of  the  frontier  will  admit  of  iL  The 
Qovemor  at  this  time  received  also  authority  to 
call  ont  the  mihtia  of  Sonth  CarolioL  if  neoea- 
sary,  through  the  Governor  of  that  State,  who 
was  ofBcially  mformed,  ihim  the  Departznent  of 
War,  that  the  expense  incurred  would  be  paid 
by  the  General  Government.  The  Military 
dommittee,  with  the  Committee  of  Clums  of 
1808,  both  consider  the  Governor  of  Georgia  as 
defuiding  tlie  State,  under  tbecoDBtitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  Btat«e,  in  his  character  of 
Governor.  He  acted  as  the  speolal  agent  of  the 
War  Department  under  a  written  authority. 
He  addressed  himself  as  ench  to  the  DepartmenL 
He  gave  notice  as  sncb  of  his  movementa.  The 
United  States  knew  the  number  of  troops;  never 
ol^ected  to  the  number  until  there  waa  an  ap- 
prehension that  they  were  to  be  need  for  in- 
vading the  Indian  territory.  This  the  Depart- 
ment wished  to  prevent,  lest  we  should  be  in- 
volved in  a  war  with  Spain. 

The  Qovemor  had  contemplated  an  invasioo, 
and  was  making  preparations  ibr  it.  It  was 
prevented  by  orders  Gram  the  War  Department 
But,  sir,  if  the  Governor  had  invaded  Qie  Indian 
territory,  and  dttolated  the  whole  r^on  to  the 
banks  of  the  Misusuppi,  this  act  ooold  not  have 
impured  the  right  o[  the  mihtia  to  their  daily 
pay.  I  pray  the  recollection  of  the  House  of 
the  letter  of  the  Oovemor  of  Georgia,  writtcm 
on  the  application  of  the  War  Department,  in 
1794,  after  the  Indian  war  had  ended.  "Ibm 
letter  has  also  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Military 
Committee,  The  Qovemor  says  the  militia 
were  used  only  defensively,  or  in  pursuit  of  in- 
vading Indians;  that  their  services  were  indis- 
pensable to  the  safety  of  the  frontier. 

All  difficulty  is  solved  by  the  compact  of  1802. 
This  cuts  the  Gordian  knot  for  all  the  commit- 
tees, and  releases  the  United  States  irom  aQ 
liabihty.  What  are  the  arguments  in  support 
of  this  opinion,  now  offered  by  the  gentleman,  or 
heretofore  used  by  others! 

The  gentieman  applies  to  this  contract  for  a 
sale  of  territory  between  Georgia  and  the  Umted 
States,  the  rule  of  international  law,  that  when 
nations  have  a  treaty  for  the  settlement  of  pecu- 
niary cloima,  all  those  existing  previously  to  tho 
contract,  are  taken  to  be  embraced  by  it.  With> 
out  ioqniiy  into  the  correctneas  of  the  rnl<^ 
which  might  be  dispated  with  safety,  I  have  to 
say  that  this  compact  was  not  for  the  BetUement 
of  pecuniary  claims.  The  United  Stales  want«d 
to  nave  a  oesaion  of  territory,  and  GecK^ia  vaa 
wiUing  to  make  it.  All  that  the  State  deidred 
was,  that  the  territory  itself  abonld  pay  all  U» 
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debts  dne  b^  G«orgia,  and  Ibr  vhEoh  Qiat  bent- 
to^  had  been  pledged  hj  that  Blato. 

But,  the  gentleiiian  Inritls  ttai  theae  militia 
Berrioes  vere  the  oonBderation  for  wbioh  the 
one  tniltioD  and  a  qaatter  vsa  paid.  Sir,  this 
iB  a  mookerr  of  Oewgia.  Yon  psy  her  a  fltUQ 
of  moDs;  oat  of  the  prooeeds  of  the  propertf  she 

^1  jon,  and  then  gnvdj  my  thit  settles  all 
utea.  Yon  moat  pay  all  oar  bbligatione  to 
your  milttla.  I  have  alreadj  endearored  to 
show  that  die  words  in  the  compact  were  iatro- 
daoed  to  show  the  motive  whiohjnstifled  Qeor- 


bonnties,  the  geDtleman  says,  canDot  be  referred 
to  beoasM  the  United  Sutea  were  not  aoiwer- 
able  for  those  debts.  Bat,  was  not  Geor^  Bn> 
awerable ;  had  she  not  boond  beraelf  to  pa; 
them  ont  of  this  Aind.  If  this  were  the  case, 
oonld  the  Commisdcmers  of  the  United  States 
refose  to  provide  the  means  of  paying  tliem  ont 
of  theflindt 

The  Umted  States  were,  howeTsr,  answerable 
on  every  principle  of  eqaity.  Georgia  was  a 
member  of  the  confederation.  That  oonfkler- 
ation  was  bonnd  to  pajr  for  the  common  defence, 
and  these  expenses  were  inonned  for  the  oom- 
moD  d^^oe.  Bat,sir,thegentlen>an  otgeanot 
upon  the  compact,  bat  on  Mr.  Itsoouf'B  ragne 
reooUecti(»is  of  the  eonTenationa  of  the  coromis- 
aioners  who  framed  that  OMitpaat  Look  to  the 
iiutnimeDL  and  there  is  no  dmoolty.  The  ex- 
ample of  Virginia  and  North  Oarollna  was  fol- 
lowed, to  the  benefit  of  the  Georgia  olaimanta, 
and  to  ttiat  of  the  States  formed  ont  of  the  ceded 
territory.  I  will  not  repeat  what  has  been  al' 
naij  tilled  on  this  point 

In  concIoMon,  Hr.  Speaker,  I  wonld  remark, 
Qiat  this  daim  ispreaeated  on  the  gronnd  that 
the  Giovemor  of  Geoi^  was  acting,  not  as  the 
Execative  of  the  State,  bnt  as  the  agent  of  the 
United  States.  Considering  him  as  fUfilling 
his  duties  nnder  the  constitatioo,  according  to 
the  mtes  established  daring  the  late  war,  the 
United  States  are  bonnd  to  pay  the  amonnt. 
By  the  rale  estaUisbed,  as  we  are  told  by  the 
lUlitary  Committee,  mihtja  in  service,  in  case 
of  iavaaion,  or  imminent  danger  thereof  dur- 
ing tlie  late  war,  whether  called  oat  by  the 
Governor  of  a  State  or  not ;  whetber  called 
out  by  an  officer  of  ^e  General  Government  or 
sot ;  were  j>aid  as  a  matter  of  coarse  oat  of  the 
public  TreasniT  by  the  Department  of  War. 

What  is  to  deprive  the  militia  of  Georgia  of 
the  benefit  of  Uiis  role?  la  there  any  difibr- 
enoe  between  a  British  and  an  Indian  war,  is 
tite  rales  fbr  the  settlement  of  aooonnts?  Is 
the  spontaneoos  gathering  of  the  militia  in 
time  of  danger  in  1813  and  'li,  to  charge  the 
public  Treasury  directly,  when  the  call  -ot  a 
Governor,  acting  under  an  authority  rested  ^ 
the  General  Qovemment,  la  deemed  insoffl- 
cient,  in  1TB3,  '8,  and  '4,  to  fix  any  thiog  bot  a 
remote  responsibiUty  upon  that  General  Got- 
emmentt  Bnt,  Mr,  Speaker,  I  hare  done;  it 
'  IS  for  Uie  House  to  de«de  the  pnopoaition 
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before  it.  I  shonld  have  the  strongest  confi- 
dence that  a  favorable  dedsitHi  woola  be  made, 
if  I  was  satisSed  that  the  members  had  atten- 
tively read  the  documentary  evidence  prints  by 
their  order. 

Mr.  M^oOox  observed,  that  much  of  the  de- 
bate on  this  qnestion  might  have  been  spared. 
We  had  not  now  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
claim,  bnt  whether  it  had  been  paid  or  not.  It 
was  easy  now,  after  the  lapse  of  thirty  years, 
when  the  persons  and  circnmBtances  at  first 
concerned,  were  nearly  for^tten,  to  draw  con- 
stmotious  either  for  or  against  the  claioL  For 
hie  own  part,  he  should  nave  no  ol^eotion  to 
pay,  if  he  were  not  folly  satisfied  that  this  de- 
mand had  been  prid  already.  There  was  a  re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  the  year 
1808,  one  year  after  the  treaty  of  cesuon,  in 
which  the  committee  say  that  a  qnestion  had 
arisen  at  the  previous  seasioa  of  Congress, 
WheUier  or  not  this  cli^m  was  embraced  in 
that  treaty.  How  did  the  House  get  this  no- 
tion in  1802 1  The  Attoruer-General  ^niahes 
the  due  to  this  qnestion.  The  subject,  it  seems, 
had  been  talked  of  between  the  commisiionert^ 
and  his  understanding,  from  that  conversation, 
was,  that  these  ol^a  were  inoloded.  Thia 
officer,  it  will  be  obserred,  was  called  upon 
while  his  recollection  of  the  transaction  was 
still  tr^Ht,  and  he  does  dedare,  nneqnivocaUy, 
that  the  Joint  commisnonen  Snaisted  that  they 
had  a  claim  for  an  amonnt  which  the  United 
SUtes  unreasonably  withheld.  If  they  had 
such  a  claim  while  the  treaty  was  in  a^ation, 
what  was  more  reasonable,  or  what  could  be 
more  natural,  than  to  ocmclnde  that  this  dalm 
would,  ef  course,  be  embraced  in  the  treaty ) 
In  the  act  of  cession,  on  the  part  of  Virginia, 
there  Is  a  clause  similar  to  that  in  the  treaty 
with  Georgia,  except  that  lands  are  stipplated 
instead  of  money.  The  ezpensea  in  relation  to 
the  lands  now  induded  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, and  which  were  then  atipolated  for,  were 
expenses  of  a  military  kind.  The  genuemaa 
from  Georg^  is  certainly  mistaken  in  supposinx 
that  the  General  Government  held  itself  DOund 
for  the  expensee  of  theae  Georgia  miUtia.  On 
the  contrary,  they  objected  to  the  payment, 
and  disputed  the  claim,  because  the  operations 
on  the  Geoi^  frontier  were  of  an  offennva 
character.  'Hie  Government  did  not  pay  the 
(18,000  referred  to,  becanse  provision  wsa  made 
fbr  it  in  the  treaty. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Tatt> 
kill's  motion  for  recommitment,  and  decided 
in  tiie  n^^ve,  and 

The  report  of  the  Comnuttee  on  Iditary 
Afiiu^^  adverse  to  the  present  claim,  waa 
agreed  to. 

WEDmBDAT,  February  16. 

FviUo  Landt  m  Ohio, 

On   motion  of  Mr,  Vahox,  of  Ohio,  tho 

Eonse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  SAuxutBB  in  the  ohalr,  on  the  bill  to  pro* 
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Tide  for  the  ralinqmshmeiit  of  oert^  cMmi 
for  lands  sold,  bj  the  United  Statee,  in  the 
BtAte  of  Ohio. 

}{r.  Banxih  (Cbainnan  of  the  OommitMe 
on  the  Fablio  Landa)  explained  the  circnm- 
■tanoeB  of  the  case,  oa  which  the  bill  is 
founded. 

In  1T84,  Virginia  ceded  to  the  United  SUt«a 
the  Korth-westem  territorr,  out  of  which  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  have  since 
been  fbrmed.  Frtrrwaa  to  tJiis  cession,  Yir- 
{^a  had  promised  to  her  continental  soldierj' 
a  certain  rate  of  land  as  botmtj'.  In  cadar  to 
fiilfil  tbeir  promise,  that  Btate  set  apart^a  oer- 
tun  tract  of  land  in  Eentaok;,  and  in  the  act 
of  cession  above  referred  to,  it  was  made  a  con- 
dition that,  if  tliis  tract  in  Eentnckj  proved 
insofBcient  to  satisfy  all  the  bonnty  warranta 
issued  by  Virginia,  Oongreas  should  set  apart 
another  tract  aortlt  of  ^e  Ohio,  and  between 
the  Scioto  and  Miami  Bivers,  (in  what  is  now 
the  State  of  Ohio.)  Soon  an«r  the  cesaiMi, 
about  the  jear  1788,  many  nnauthorized  loca- 
tions were  made  between  those  rivers,  before 
the  tract  was  set  apart  by  Congreea.  These 
locations,  Oongress  cteclared  to  be  invalid.  In 
1790,  Oongreas  having  evidence  on  the  part  of 
Tir^ia,  Uiat  the  tract  in  Eentnckj'  was  in- 
■nfflcient,  set  apart  this  tract  between  the  Mi- 
ami and  the  Bcioto,  according  to  the  stipalatioD 
in  the  act  of  cesmon.  ITo  dimonltj-  oocorred  in 
fixing  its  boimdaries  on  three  of  the  rides,  be- 
canse  these  consisted  of  the  rivers  Ohio,  Scioto, 
and  Uiami ;  bnt  some  difficulty  did  oooor  in 
filing  the  remaining  bonndary  line  trata  the 
eonroe  of  tiie  Scioto,  to  the  source  of  the  Mi- 
ami, both  which  points  then  lay  in  tiio  Indian 
oonntry.  In  1804,  Mr.  Lodlow,  the  United 
States  snrveyor  for  that  distriot,  ran  what  he 
Bnpposed  to  be  the  trae  line.  All  the  lands 
east  of  this  were  satgect  to  the  Tirg^nia  war- 
rants. All  the  lands  west  of  it  were  held  to 
belong  to  the  United  States,  and 
cor^nglj ;  bnt  the  accuracy  of  this  line  being 
dispnted,  commissioners  were  appointed  on  the 
part  of  Virginia  and  the  Umted  States,  by 
whose  direction  a  second  line  was  run  by  an- 
other sorvoyor,  caUed  Roberte,  which  started 
ftom  the  same  point,  viz:  the  source  of  the 
Scioto,  but  ran  towards  a  different  point,  now 
fonnd  to  be  the  tme  sonroe  of  the  Miiinii. 
Thus  there  occorred  a  gore  between  Ludlow's 
line  and  Boberts'  line.  Upon  a  anit  to  try  the 
question,  the  District  Oonrt  of  the  United 
Dtates  decided,  that  the  land  in  this  gore  was 
sal^ect  to  the  Virginia  warrants — bnt  Che  land 
had  already  been  sold  by  the  United  States  to 
actual  settlers.  To  those  persons  now  deprived 
of  their  settlements,  compensation  was  to  be 
made,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
had  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  rste  of 
this  compensation  onght  to  be  regulated  by  the 
valuation  of  these  lands,  made  in  obedience  to 
an  act  of  Congress,  at  the  last  session.  The 
gore  contained  14,000  acres,  and  the  Taluation 
of  the  land,  exclusive  of  impravements,  amounts 
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to  (00,000.  The  present  bill  proridea  that  this 
sum  shoifld  be  put  into  the  hasds  of  the  Pred- 
dent  of  the  Uuted  6tBt«s,  for  the  pnrpoae  of 
quieting  all  looation  clfums  prior  to  the  year 

lais. 

The  bni  was  then  reported  without  smend- 
mmt,  and  ordered  to  be  engrosaed  for  a  ftdrd 
reading  to-morrow. 

TansBDAT,  Febniary  17. 
iHmow  CanaL 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  granting 
a  certain  quantity  of  land  to  the  State  of  Bli- 
nois  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  In  ope 
canal  to  ccHinect  the  waters  of  the  r 
nois,  with  those  of  Lake  Michigan. 

The  motion  was  carried — ayes  66,  nora  SS. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Oommittoe 
of  the  Whde,  U-.  Oomnor  in  the  chair,  oa 
that  bill; 

Which  was  amended  by  the  insertion,  at  the 
end  of  tiie  third  section,  of  a  proviso,  that  no 
titles  to  the  lands  granted  ahonld  be  valid 
against  the  United  States  until  the  oansl  should 
hare  been  completed.  A  fourth  section  was 
added,  which  applies  the  residue  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  these  land&  after  the  whole  expeiaa 
of  the  canal  should  have  been  defrayed,  to  the 
promotion  of  learning  within  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

TrxBDAT,  February  32. 

XauaehtuetU  MiHtia  Claim$. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Preddent 

*  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Everett,  (of  which 

'    "  1  prooeedings  of  the  Sen- 


i  copy  appears  in  tl 
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lb.  Cbowrihbhikld  moved  that  the  measage 
be  referred  to  the  Military  Committee. 

Mr.  "WEBeTSB  said  he  ^d  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  reference  which  his  honorable  coUeagae 
had  proposed.  He  did  not  know  that  tnat 
might  not  be  a  proper  disposition  to  be  made 
of  the  commnnioation.  He  was  sorry — most 
truly  sorry,  however,  to  be  obliged  to  say  that 
this  measure  did  not  seem  to  advance  the  claim 
— even  that  part  of  it  which  was  admitted  to 
be  jnst— a  ain^  step  nearer  payment  than  It 
was  before.  He  dia  think  it  a  little  extra- 
ordinary, that  it  should  be  thought  neoessarx 
to  apply  to  Oongreas  at  all,  for  the  payment  ot 
that  part  of  the  claim  which  seamed  to  be  ad- 
mittM  to  be  ftee  from  any  well-founded  objec- 
tion. He,  for  one,  could  not  acknowledge  him- 
self satiffied  with  the  course  which  had  be«a 
adopted,  or  to  so  much  of  thb  oleum  as  was  ao- 
knowledged  to  be  Just    Why,  if  ju^  has  it 

'  been  paid,  like  other  claims )  As  far  as  be 
I  concerned,  as  a  member  from  the  State,  bo 
should  only  ask  for  justice.  He  wished  lor 
nothing  else,  neither  now  nor  hereafter.  Ho 
hoped  the  present  motion  was  made,  mider  an 
expectation  that  the  oonunittee  would  report  a 
bUl  for  the  immediate  payment  t^  whatever 
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waa  fonod  jaatlr  dao.  He  thought  the  State 
had  a  ri^ht  to  expect  this ;  and  if  it  could  not 
bo  obtained,  withoat  the  tdi  of  a  law,  he  did 
hope,  most  earnestly,  that  a  proper  bill  woold 
btt  at  onoe  reported.  It  waa  time,  he  thought 
high  time,  th^  joBtice  phonld  be  done  to  the 
Statea  ooneemed,  somewhere.  And  if  a  law 
were  neoeasaiy,  he  hoped  it  would  pass  without 
ftiTther  dela7,  so  far  at  least  as  to  provide  for 
paying  what  seemed  admitted  to  be  one. 
The  motdoD  to  refer  the  meeaage  prevailed. 

Thdesdat,  February  94, 
Chaapeait  and  Ohio  Canal, 
Til,  Hesoxr  moved  to  diseharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  tiom  the  oonsideraldDii  of 
Qie  bill  "  to  confirm  the  acts  inoorporattng  the 
Ohio  and  Oheeapeake  Oanal  Oompanj ;"  which 

The  Honse  aocordinglj  took  np  the  bill. 

The  fbUowing  amendment,  fbnneriy  offered 
'bf  Mr,  MogiM,  to  the  second  section  of  the 
bin,  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Strike  ont  from  the  word  ttttrtef,  In  the  twenti- 
eOi  Une,  second  «ectioii,  and  tnnrC  "for  their  de- 
cirion  tharaoD ;  and  if  CongraM  aboold  be  of  0|duion 
that  the  lud  canal  nu;  be  cut  in  the  niannei  pro- 
poaed  ■■  afbreadd,  without  imp«ding  or  injuring 
the  narigatios  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Oan^ 
tlia  lame  shall  In  conduiiTe  thereon." 

ICr,  UiBOKB  moved  to  Inaert,  In  the  iTth 
line,  the  words,  "  over  the  District  of  Oolom- 


liM  within  the  District.) 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to, 

ICr.  Baseix  moved  to  amend  the  first  aeo- 
tion  of  the  bill,  by  striking  ont  all  after  the 
aoaoting  words,  and  inserting  the  following ; 

"  niat  the  act  of  the  Leglalatnre  of  Tbginia,  en- 
titled 'An  act  inoorporatlng  the  Cheaapoake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company,'  be  and  the  aama  is  hereby 
ratified,  and  eodlrmed,  so  far  as  may  be  neoasiary 


br  the  pnrpoae  of  eoabUng  any  company,  that  may 
hereafter  be  formed  by  the  authority  of  taid  aot  of 
hieoTpaiatlon,  to  carry  into  eKet  the  provteions 
Ihervof  in  the  District  of  Colambia,  within  the  ex- 
ctoiire  JnrisdieCion  of  the  United  States,  and  no 
ftrther.^ 

lEr.  Ibaoxs  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
•aaerted  that  the  langnage  employed  by  the 
United  Statea,  in  grentii^  the  inoorporation, 
dioiild  eorteapond  to  that  naed  by  Y  ii^inia  and 
Maryland  tac  tlie  lame  purpose.  He  oomlmt- 
ad  the  idea  of  aar  danger  ariong  from  Uie 
terms  emplOTed  in  the  bUl,  and  gave  reatons  to 
ahow  that  uie  ooncema  of  the  company  re- 
qaired  its  proviuona. 

Mr.  Bhaspb  thonght,  that,  aa  the  bUl  waa 
BOW  K>  different  from  what  it  was  when  re- 
ported by  the  Oommlttee  on  Boada  uid  Oanals, 
a«  waa  at  a  lose  dearly  to  nnderatand  it; 
U  had  better  go  tiaok  to  the  oommittee.  He 
doitbted  whether  the  ronte  contemplated  by  the 
'BS  as  good  aa  that  by  the  Soscine- 
Toi.TlII.— ^ 


'  banna.  In  order  to  give  more  time  for  exam- 
ining the  Bobject,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table ;  bnt  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  re- 
qneat  of 

Mr.  TsiuBix,  who  explained  the  object  pttt- 
posed,  which  was  simply  that  the  Government 
ebould  give  the  same  permisuon  with  ie^>eot 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  Virginia  and 
Maryland  had  done  respecting  their  own  tcni- 
toiy.  As  to  the  questioa  whether  some  other 
ronte  waa  preferable  to  that  in  view  by  tlie 
company,  now  to  be  incorporated,  it  waa  a 
question  fbr  the  anbsoribers  to  the  stock  to 
oonnder ;  Congress  had  nothing  to  do  with  it 
in  giving  leave  that  the  canal  shonld  oome 
throngh  the  District  of  Oolunbia, 

Mr,  Bhakpb  disclaimed  all  opposition  to  the 
oonstmction  of  a  canal  ftom  the  Ohio  to  the 
Oheesfwake,  hot  did  not  believe  that  this  com- 
pany, ot  any  other,  wonld  ever  accomplish  the 
olfject  The  real  plan  in  view,  by  the  friends 
of  the  biU,  was  first  to  get  this  act,  and  then, 
at  next  Oongress,  to  a£  an  appn^riation  of 
from  twenty-five  to  fifty  millions  of  dollais, 
Bnidk  was  the  doctrine  which  had  been  held  in 
the  oonunittee  room.  He  had  no  objection  to 
Internal  ImprovemWs,  and  waa  willing  to  ^ 
propriate  liberally  to  promote  them,  provided 
the  sevoral  Btatea  ei^oyed  tk^  aharaa.  Bnt 
he  was  opposed  to  gomg  into  tids  meaeore  be- 
fore aoTveys  had  Men  obtained.  BomeEn^- 
neera  sud  it  wonld  require  600  looks  to  asc^ 
the  monntain.  Nor  was  it  certain  that  there 
was  sufficient  water  on  the  snmmit  level  &o. 

lb.  Sronas  hoped  the  biB  wonld  not  be  laid 
on  the  table.  Nothing  else  was  asked  than 
merely  permisnon  for  the  oanol  to  go  throngh 
the  District  of  Colnmbia;  if  more  than  thla 
wBB  sought,  he  should  decidedly  oppose  it.  Bnt 
he  thought  that  this  would  be  secured  by  the 
amendment  of  the  sentieman  from  Uosaiasipi^ 
If  the  latter  part  of  the  bill  should  be  retuned, 
it  would  amount  to  an  express  act  of  incorpo- 
ration by  Oongreaa  to  thia  oaapaaj — to  this  he 
should  otiject,  aa  bringing  the  Hcnae  nnder  » 
virtoal  pledge  to  do  more.  Ha  waa  not  (»»- 
poeed  to  the  design  of  the  canal,  and  he  woiud 
vote  any  thing  in  reason  to  punnoto  it;  but  he 
thought  the  amendment  gave  all  that  was  now 
needed  or  asked. 

Mr,  MiBoan  felt  it  doe  to  himself  to  vindi- 


he  had  ever  known  the  private  conversationa 
of  gentiemen  in  a  committee  room,  bronght 
forward  on  the  floor  of  this  Honse  to  pr^nmoe 
a  measure  under  diaonsaion.  What  the  per- 
acHial  views  of  individuals,  as  to  certain  great 
plana  of  internal  improvementi  had  to  do  with 
the  qnesU<m  before  Uie  House,  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  concave.  The  otmvereatdona  alluded  to,  did 
not,  however,  embrace  thia  canal  only,  bnt 
many  roads,  canals,  and  other  measures  of  a 
genraal  character ;  and  it  waa  for  the  whole  <tf 
these  that  the  nullions  mentioo«d  by  tha  gen- 
tleman had  been  talked  about. 
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Ur.  M.  denied  that  the  bill  vaa  m  greatly 
dhaoged,  and  he  adverted,  in  order,  to  tlie 
Bmendmente  which  it  had  andergoae.  In  re- 
plj  to  Mr.  SreKitB,  Mr.  M.  admitted  that  the 
bill  was  an  act  of  ULOorporation — such  waa  it* 
STowed  object ;  bnt  he  oontoided  that  no  evil 
oonld  legiomatdj  grow  ont  of  it,  especiallj  as 
nov  limited  bf  one  of  the  ameodioenta.  He 
opposed  the  amendment  of  Ur.  RAirxiir,  as  d»- 
feotiTe  in  aeveral  ppoviaiona.  which  were  ae- 
cnrad  by  the  bill  aa  reported  partieolarlj  re- 
^eotingtoU. 

Mr.  Bahkik  anpported  the  aoMiidiQent.  His 
mtia  olijeotion  to  the  bill  was,  tbat  it  went  to 
mingle  tJte  powers  of  the  General  and  State 
Qorernments.  He  thought  the  views  of  the 
gentlenian  from  New  York,  (Mr,  Stosba,)  were 
perfeetlj'  ooirecL  The  act  of  Yirnnia,  now 
^ropoeed  to  be  eon&med,  a[^int^  txnomis- 
noners  for  this  work ;  if  tbir  were  r»«naeted 
bj  Oongreaa  at  the  next  Msrion,  thejr  would 
hear  that  thej  were  bound  to  p«tronize  the 
design  hj  lai^  appropriations,  as  they  bad  put 
their  BBnetion  on  It,  by  appointing  oommisdon- 
ers.  He  tbooght  the  powers  of  the  General  and 
State  Qovemments  shonld  be  kept  as  distinct  as 
pomble.  If  the  General  Government  engaged  in 
mteraal  improvement  at  all,  it  should  either  be 
by  taking  the  work  into  their  own  hands  entire- 
ly, or  by  enhseribing  to  the  stacks  of  private  oom- 
paniee.  The  bill  proposed  ndther.  The  moment 
th«  bin  passed,  uovemiiMnt  niight  give  np  all 
the  sarreysnutde  over  the  monntaina;  thewWe 
derign  woold  thencrforth  be  a  private  concern. 
Tlie  amendment  gave  4he  eompany  all  whioh 
he  thought  tkey  <m^tita  vik,  or  expect. 

The  qseelien  was  then  pat  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  carried — ayes  68,  nay*  68. 

And  the  bill,  as  ameoded,  was  then  ordered 

to  l>e  engrossed  fer  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

XaiionMouge  Orant, 

An  engrossed  bill  oonceming  the  grant  of 
land  to  the  Uarqoia  da  Maison  Booge,  was  nead 
a  third  time. 

JtB  passage  was  opposed  .by  Mr.  SixssBD^  of 
Tennessee,  and  advocated  by  Mesars.  laic^ 
Oampbvix,  and  J.  T.  Joansoii;  when,  on  the 
question  b«ng  pat^  it  paaaed  by  a  Jacge  ma- 
jority. 

FstDAT,  Febmary  316. 
Chttapeahe  and  Ohi«  CanaL 

An  engrossed  bill  to  confirm  the  act  of  the 
General  AssemMy  of  Harylandl,  confirming  an 
BOt  of  the  General  Assembly  of  '^%g;ima,  to 
incorporate  the  CStesapeake  and  CNno  OuuQ 
Oompany,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion being,  "Shall  this  biU  pass)" 

)Cr.  OooxB  demanded  tmt  It  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  which  was  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  pnt,  and  decided  in 
the  afflrmatire,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

So  the  bill  was  passed ;  its  title  was  altered 
to  read  OS  follows :  "  An  act  confirming  the  act 
of  the  Lefpslatore  of  Tbginla,  entitled  'An 


act  incorporating  the  Ohessfieake  and  Ohkt 
Oanal  Oompany,'  and  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  confirming  the  aame ;"  and  thai  it 
was  sent  to  the  Senate. 

UoiTDAT,  Febmary  28. 
Flarida  Oxut  Wrtdc*. ' 

Mr.  Wkbstkb,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadiciary,  reported  a  bill  "  oonceroing  wrecks 
on  the  ciMst  of  Florida." 

Mr.  Wkbbtxr  e^pl^ed  the  drcmnatanoea 
nnder  which  the  bUl  came  befbre  the  Honse. 
It  was  the  biU  to  whioh  the  President  refers  in 

«ssge,  as  having  been 
proved  last  session,  bnt  omitt< 
The  opinion  of  the  Jndiciory  Committee  wac^ 
that  the  bill  had  no  validity  ontil  signed  by  the 
Prewdeot,  and  they  therefore  now  reported  tbe 
bill  in  its  original  form,  but  having  a  proqieo- 
tive  Gyration  only. 

Mr.  Oall  stated  that  the  act  had  be^i  under- 
stood aa  in  force,  and  had,  in  ita  operation,  pro- 
duced a  large  revenue  to  the  United  States. 

Tbe  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fi:^  a 
third  reading  this  day. 

AboUtion  ^  Ot  Slave  Trada. 

Mr.  MsBOSB  Md  on  the  table  the  foUowing: 

Boohed,  That  the  Fretident  of  the  United  SUt«a 
be  requested  to  enter  opon,  and  prosecute,  from 
time  to  time,  such  nenitiations  with  the  maritime 
powers  of  Europe  snd  America,  ss  he  maj  deem 
expedient  for  the  elTectnal  abolition  of  tbe  slara 
trade,  and  itsnmmate  denunciatioa  as  [nracy,  under 
the  lav  of  nattons,  by  the  consent  of  the  civiliied 

This  resolve  ties  for  one  day,  of  ooune. 
Mr.  OouwiT,  of  Arkansaa,  offhred  tlte  fbl- 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
bs  raqueited  to  cause  ■  sorrej  to  be  made  of  the 
obstructions  tn  Bed  lUver,  usnilly  denomiiuted 
rafis,  and  cause  in  esUnule  of  the  expense  necee- 
sary  to  remove  the  same,  to  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  CoHWAY  stated  what  had  formerly  been 
done  on  this  subject,  and  eqiluned  the  olject 
of  the  resolntJon. 

Hr.LivDfoaToiiadvoeatedthe  resolve,  and  Mr. 
Beibec  OHKiaed  it  aa  vnneceses^,  and  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  whioh  was  carried. 

TnBSDAT,  Uaich  1. 
Supprtmum  <if  Piraoy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FoRsrra,  the  House  went 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Cookc  -in  the  chur,)  on  the  blH 
from  the  Senate  for  the  soppresrion  of  piracy. 
The  bill  was  read  tiy  sections,  and  gave  rise  to 
the  following  debate : 

Mr.  FoBBTTS,  Oh^rman  of  the  0»mmittea 
of  Foreign  Relation^  (to  whdch  eommitt«e  the 
Bultject  was  referred  m  this  Ebnse,)  rose,  fbr 
the  purpose  of  briefly  stating  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  the  Mil.    Fm-  this  purpose  ha  gu« 
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A  ttiftri  numnaij  of  the  amoont  W  each  seo- 
tion.  The  fint  Mctjon,  he  uid,  went  to  in- 
crease the  preeeot  amnber  of  our  Bloope  of  war 
— a  class  of  vdteels  now  oonsidered  by  the  £x- 
ecative  as  pocidiarly  fit  for  this  service.  It  wm 
tme  that,  in  1822,  &  different  opinioa  prevailed, 
■ad  measQl-ea  were  takon  correflpondiiig  to  th&t 
opinion.       ' 

the  second  eeddon  authorized  the  President 
to  direct  the  officers,  commuLding  this  sqitad- 
nm,  to  land  their  forces  when  in  fresh' pnrsnit 
of  pirates,  to  withdraw  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
Onbs  and  Porto  Rico  theperBooB  apprehended, 
and  to  brins  them  to  the  United  States  for  tritd. 

There  did  not  eiriit  any  neoesdty  for  grant- 
ing titis  provision  of  the  bill,  since  the  Preri- 
dent  has  it  already  by  the  law  of  nations.  And 
ICr.  F.  thought  this  part  of  Uie  bill  objection- 
able on  another  acconnt.  It  referred  only  to 
Porto  Bico  and  Oaba — but,  if  the  right  eilBts. 
it  exists  in  relation  to  all  other  plsoee,  as  well 
ta  to  these  iainnHa,  And  if  it  does  not  exist, 
and  is  to  be  given  by  this  bill,  it  ought  to  be 
given  in  relation  to  aSX  places.  If  the  section 
was  proper  at  all,  it  on^t  to  be  made  nnivet- 
m1  in  its  fonn. 

Xhe  third  section  restricted  the  carrying  of 
^«cie  by  armed  vewels  of  the  United  Btatcs, 
miless  when  expressly  permitted  by  the  Freei- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Navy  Depart- 
meoiL  According  to  representations  of  onr 
agent  in  Onba,  serions  ii^niy  had  resulted  to 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  from  this 
practice.  The  force  which  was  intended  to  bo 
employed  in  gaarding  that  commerce  against 
pirates,  had  been  diverted  to  a  different  par- 
pose.  The  section  was  intended  to  remedy  this 
stale  of  thmfpi  " 

The  fonrtfT  section  secured  on  aH  recaptures 
by  merchant  vessel^  a  certain  salvage.  The 
reaeons  for  snch  a  prorislan  were  ohvions.  Bot 
they  did  not  apply  more  to  Ca^  or  Porto 
Bioo,  ttian  to  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  ih- 
racdes  exist  in  the  Indian  ooean;  merchant 
veaeds  are  armed  by  law,  and  are  entitled  to 
the  same  salvaoe  there  as  in  the  West  Indies 
This  section,  if  adopted,  therefore,  onght  also 
to  be  nniversaL 

The  fifth  seotSon  provided  for  the  eaptnre  of 
pimtical  boats,  Jec,  by  vessels  of  the  United 
BtateSj  and  the  di^ribntlon  of  the  proceeds. 


lu»  been  given  in  dooMa  the  valma  of  the  ves- 
sel, fiir  the  correct  oondnct  of  the  ofScers  and 
o-ev  on  board,  and  to  secure  their  obedience 
to  soch  instmctlons  as  shsH  be  jpven  by  the 
President  of  the  Umted  States.  The  act  of 
1818  reqnires  that  all  merchant  vessels,  smling 
IB  self-defence,  shall  give  bonds  fbr  their  cor- 
rect condncL  The  only  difference  between 
that  act  and  the  present  in  this  respect,  Is,  that 
the  ainovnt  d  the  bond  is  varied ;  by  the  act 
of  1818,  the  praalty  ia  double  the  amonnt  of 
TSMel  and  cargo,  and  no  obligation  to  obey  the 
FiesdHit's  instmotions  ia  required. 


The  seventh  section  aaUiorized  the  Present 
to  ^ve  suitable  initmcllona  to  armed  merdiant 
vessels. 

The  eighth  section  allowed  five  per  cent,  of 
all  prizes  taieo,  for  a  pension  ftmd. 

The  ninth  and  tenth  sections  designated  the 
persons  to  whom  the  pennons  are  to  be  paid. 
The  ninth  provides  for  officers,  and  the  tenth 
for  widows  and  children. 

The  eleventh  and  last  section  limited  the 
operation  of  the  law  to  one  year. 

Having  thns  gone  throngh  a  general  sketch 
of  the  provlaiona  of  the  bul,  Mr.  F.  adverted 
to  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Yormga  Be- 
lations,  on  this  sat^ect; 

That  committee  oonceived  that  no  le^slatlve 
provisions  were  required  by  the  postnre  of  our 
aff^rs  with  Spdn.  For  the  reasons  given  in 
thdr  report,  onr  Just  claims  neon  Sptun  for 
qioliations  committed  by  Spanisn  offloera,  act- 
ing in  obedience  to  Spanish  decreea,  and  nnder 
Bpamsh  commissions,  shonld  not  be  at  present 
vmdicated  by  the  exertion  of  onr  power.  The 
promised  Kinister,  who  comes  with  fiill  aa- 
thority  to  stajpolate  their  payment,  shonld  be 
heard.  Ur.  F.  conld  not,  withool  doing  iqjns- 
tioe  to  his  own  opinions,  avoid  stating  Qiat  ha 
felt  no  confident  expectation  that  Jostioe  woold 
be  done  to  the  United  States  on  the  arrival  ot 
the  recently  appointed  minister.  He  appre- 
hended that  the  object  of  this  mission  was  "  to 
gain  timt ;"  the  dm  and  the  end  too  of  all 
Spanish  negotiation,  and  in  which  their  diplo- 
matists were  eminently  snceessfhl.  As  ye^ 
however,  the  Government  of  Spain  had  not  de- 
rived any  signal  advantage  from  the  soocess  at 
their  labors.  We  shall,  no  donbt,  be  compelled, 
eventually,  to  do  justice  to  ooreelvee,  bnt,  for 
onr  own  character,  he  desired  that  measures  of 
compnldon  should  be  delayed  to  the  last  honr, 
Withont  recalling  to  the  reoolleotion  of  the 


port;  Ifr.  F.  womd  make  a  single  remar]^ 
which  wonld  place  the  memben  in  possession 
of  the  views  <u  the  committee. 

Tixa  siCaatlon  of  Spun  was  deplorable,  an4 
onrs,  in  relation  to  Spain,  pecoliar.  Spain  had 
vast  and  rich  possesaions  in  onr  neighborhood. 
The  Oovemment  was  imbecile,    mr  coliwiea 


politicians,  that  Spain  mnst  &U  to 
pieoea,  and  that  the  United  States  are  happily 
sitnd^d  to  take  advantage  o{  tihat  evenL  Mr. 
F.  was  deeply  anxiona  to  satisfy  all  mankind 
that  the  Govemm^t  of  this  country  looked 
forward  to  no  sach  adrantages,  and  tliat,  if 
ever  any  poxtion  of  the  domioioiis  of  Sp^ 
came  nnder  onr  pawec,  onr  conduct  shonld  bear 
the  scrutiny  even  of  thtte  most  anxious  to  Sx 
upon  ns  the  charges  of  tmbition  and  avarice. 

As  it  regarded  the  piratical  dcpredatJona 
upon  onr  commerce,  and  that  of  the  rest  of  tha 
world,  Mr.  F.  Bud,  no  txtracrdisiaTviiiOt 
were  deemed  necessary  or  proper.  The  £ze 
tive  has  all  the  power  aeceeaai;  for  the  « 
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sbooJd  not  tnink  of  actiiig  upon  Caba,  It  was 
bnt  too  trne,  that  an  infuuoas  depravity  of 
moral  feeling  prevailed  in  Cnbl^oii  the  subject 
of  piracy,  and  the  cormption  of  Spanish  tnba- 
mJb  wm  snfficiently  notorious.     Can  we  act 

ra  the  domiuioas  of  a  foreign  power  becaose 
people  are  vicioiis,  or  the  tcibanals  impnref 
The  laws  of  uations  do  not  pennit  as  to  ent«r 
into  orasadeB  for  the  correctloa  of  the  vices  of 
OUT  nei^bon,  nor  to  enter  into  their  territoij 
to  inquire  into  tlie  purity  of  their  tribonals. 
However  well  convinced  we  may  be  of  their 
4X>rniption,  we  cannot  say  that  we,  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  are  more  m^jostly  treated 
than  other  foreigners,  or  than  SpaiUsh  sabjects. 
The  charge  of  oomiption  has  been  of  long 
standing  against  Bpanish  tribonals,  with  proba- 
bly but  too  much  reason.  The  mode  of  admin- 
istering the  laws  leads  naturally  to  cormptitHi 
and  ii^Qstioe.  Jndgea,  often  a  su^e  Jndge,  de- 
ddee  upon  matters  of  law  and  fact — tlie  wit- 
neeses  are  examined  expartt ;  and  whenever 
a  snit  begins,  the  first  efiort  of  the  parties  liti- 
gant is  to  innnence  the  jndge  in  their  favor,  by 
favor,  flattory,  or  something  worse.  The  judg- 
es, however,  are,  in  one  thing,  quite  impaiti^ 
they  are  as  ready  to  be  ir^timetd  on  the  i^ht 
nde  as  the  wrong  one ;  and  when  justice  can, 
and  will  wield  a  pnrae  as  long  as  ii^uatice,  tho 
tribnnals  of  Spain  can  be  triisted  as  safe^  as 
other  tribonals.  The  rule  of  international  lav 
is  wdl  onderstood  even  in  matters  of  proper- 
ty; everr  definitive  sentance,  r^nlarfy.  pro- 
nonnced,  is  to  be  esteemed  jnst,  and  executed 
as  such.  The  rule  admits  of  exceptions :  th^ 
are,  when  Justice  is  refused  to  a  foreigner — paf- 
nable  or  evident  ii^nstdce  don&  or  mies  and 
Ibrms  openly  violated — or.  finally,  an  odious 
distinction  made  to  the  prejudice  of  foreigners 
In  these  oasea,  the  Government  whose  tribunal* 
mjnst,  is  responsible.    Justioe  is,  however. 


presdon  of  piracy.  If  means  are  wanting,  they 
shonld  be  given :  If  men  ore  wanted,  authorise 
their  enlistment :  If  money,  appropriate  it :  If 
B  naval  forc«  of  an  unusual  description,  author- 
ize its  creation.  Give  all  that  is  needed  and 
hold  the  Eieculdve  recnponsible  for  a  Jnst  and 
effectual  application  of  the  means  afforded. 
But  no  measures  of  an  extraordinary  diaracter 
would  be  either  for  the  interest  or  honor  of  the 
United  Statce.  By  extraordinary  measures, 
Mr.  F.  meant  such  measures  as  operated  upon 
the  Government  of  Spain,  and  wonld  only  be 
justified  on  the  prijidple,  that  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment was  responsicle  for  the  acts  of  the  pi- 
rates. The  correspondence  witii  the  Spam^ 
Govenmient,  lud  before  the  House  by  the 
President,  shows  that  our  Executive  does  not 
hold  Spun  responsible  for  the  piracies  oommit- 
ted  by  persons  who  either  sail  from,  or  take 
refuge  in  the  dominions  of  that  power ;  nor 
has  any  step  beeb  taken  to  create  that  respon- 
sibility. The  only  application  officially  made 
is,  for  co-operation  in  putting  down  the  pirates, 
and  for  pemiia«on  to  our  forces  to  enter  Span- 
ish territory  for  that  oljjeot.  In  Deoember, 
1833,  prior  to  any  official  application  from  the 
TJnitea  States,  the  Constitutional  Govenunent 
idSdally  announced  to  the  United  States,  that 
the  navsl  fbroe  <rf  Spain  should  be  increased  on 
the  stations  of  Onba,  Porto  Bioo,  Porto  Oabel- 
lo,  and  St  Juan  de  Dlloa,  for  the  eipreas  pur- 
pose of  suppresnng  piracy :  and  that  orders 
were  pven  to  the  Commanding  General  at  Ha- 
rana,  to  exterminate  the  pirates.  In  Uaroh, 
1923,  Gov.  Mahy  had  Issued  at  Havana  a  decree 
prescribing  severe  regulations  of  police  to  pre- 
vent piracy,  and  to  facilitate  the  detection  of 
the  crime,  should  it  be  committed  by  persons 
belonging  to  the  island  of  Cuba,  In  Uay, 
1828,  Gen.  Tives  issued  a  circuloj  to  the  local 
authorities  to  aid  Commodore  Porter,  then  ar- 
rived on  the  ooast,  to  Buppresa  piracy.  The 
correspondence  of  Commodore  Porter  proves 
that  this  aid  was  ^ven ;  and  so  important  did 
he  deem  this  co-operation,  that,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  intermption  of  it,  he  sent  off  from 
Thompson's  Island,  a  privateer  of  Colombia, 
lest  he  shonld  be  supposed  desirous  to  give 
shelter  and  ^d  to  a  vessel  which  was  interrupt- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  island  of  Cnba. 
'Within  the  last  five  days  a  correepondenoe  has 
been  published,  in  which  Commodore  Porter 
expresses  to  Gen.  Yives  his  heart;  thanks  for 
the  co-operation  of  that  ofBcer  and  those  under 
his  command.  With  this  show  of  anidety  to 
do  what  is  right  by  Spain,  and  her  chief  ofBcer, 
added  to  the  punishment  of  pirates  in  Porto 
Bico,  which  ar^  known  to  have  been  inflicted, 
it  wonld  be  scarcely  justifiable  to  adopt  any 
measures  agaioBt  Spai^  especially  as  we  have 
never  given  notice  to  Spain  of  such  an  intention. 
The  United  States  have  not  yet  said  to  Sp^ 
Suppress  these  abominatiinu,  or  we  will  hold 

r,  in  Hie  sight  of  God  and  man,  responsible 
them ;  Excise  jonr  power,  or  we  will  ex- 
•rdse  onr  power.     Until  this  was  done,  we 


to  be  sought  in  the  usual  form,  bv  regular 
mand  npon  the  Government  iXam.  Too  < 
not,  dther  by  a  well-founded  charge  of  crimi- 
nality in  the  popnlation  of  Cuba,  or  of  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  Spanish  tribunals,  act  agwnst 
the  Spanish  dominions  without  a  previous  de- 
mand of  juslaoe  at  the  hands  of  their  GoT«m- 

Mr.  FoBSTiB  Bodd  he  shonld  have  come  to 

this  condu^n  with  the  greateet  pain,  if  the 
documents  did  not  prove  that  ordinary  meas- 
ures were  suffident  to  prevent  piracy,  when 
properlyand  excluavely  devoted  to  that  pur- 


r  naval  power  was  wh< 


pose.    When  .    ..  ,.     ._    

it  ought  to  be,  piracy  was  snppresaed.  Itte 
moment  that  power  was  withdrawn,  it  revived, 
and  with  additional  horrors.  He  hoped  that 
the  naval  force  provided,  or  to  be  provided, 
would  be  faithM^  devoted  to  prevent  piraoies ; 
and  if  there  was  too  much  reason,  from  past 
ej^>erience,  to  dread  their  recurrence,  that  ex- 
phcit  warning  would  be  ^ven  to  Spun,  that 
we  should,  hereafler,  act  npon  Onba  or  FortO 
Bico,  if  it  should  be  necenaiy  for  our  seonritf 
or  repose.    Mr.  F.  was  solioitoni  that  no  st^ 
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Bhonld  be  taken  bj  the  United  States  which 
titej  flhonld  consider  not  jmitifiable,  if  taken, 
hj  any  other  oonunercial  nation.  If  snfboritj 
to  invade  Onba  is  ^ven,  where  will  jon  etop ! 
B«astaiioe  to  a  temporary  deacent  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  oonqneet  and  coutinned  oocnpatioD. 
If  the  whole  u  occapied,  how  will  it  do  re- 
elumedf  The  oonBeqoeiices  are  apparent  The 
prindple  which  jostifiM  ns  will  justify  any  other 
Mxnmeroial  power.    England,  France,  Bi 


m^  take  and  keep  poBseaBion  of  Oaba  for  the   tweea  the  propomtion  and  the  flnid  do^on 


eommon  good  of  the  eonunerdal  world. ^ 

pose  En^iuid  (I  take  this  Govenuaent  aa  an 
example,  becanee,  giio  ad  hoe,  she  ia  the  strong- 
est, probably  not  more  ambitioiis  than  either 
of  her  alliee}  should  think  proper  to  seize 
Cnba,  conld  we  permit  that  power  to  hold  it 
nndistnrbed  ?  with  Halifax  on  the  north,  and 
Eavaiui  at  the  sonth,  she  wonld  hold  the  ends 
of  the  bow  sbdng  by  which  yonr  coasting  bsde 
would  be  throttled  at  her  pleasnre.  The  com- 
merce of  the  We«t  Indies,  and  of  the  Qolf  (^ 
Ibiico,  might  be  doled  ont  to  suit  her  oon- 
Tenience.  I,  for  one,  never  will  calmly  look 
upon  each  a  state  of  things.  Let  me  not  bo 
mlsiindentood.  I  love  neither  the  Government 
nor  the  people  of  Spun.  The  Government  is 
detestable,  and  the  people  are  scarcely  worthy 
of  a  better,  or  they  would  long  sinoe  have  ob- 
tained it.  But  the  Spanish  Government  and 
Spaniah  satJectH,  if  not  good,  are  not  dangerona 
neighbors,  and  I  prefer  them  infinitely  to  those 
who  ore. 

Mr.  FcTLLBB  uud,  that  an  examination  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  wonld  show  that  it  in- 
volved no  qnestion  in  regard  to  onr  negotiatdons 
with  Spain ;  and  that,  conseqnentJy,  the  obser- 
vatjons  of  the  gentleman  from  Geoi^  (Ur. 
Fobstth)  as  to  the  present  state  of  tuose  ne- 
gotiationB,  i^peared  to  him  nnneoessary,  and 
required  no  reply.  The  ooraraittee,  of  which 
that  Kentleman  was  churman,  had  indeed  re- 
port^ at  large  their  views ;  and  whether  they 
were  correct  or  not,  it  was  nseless,  in  discnss- 
ing  the  merits  of  the  present  bill,  to  determine. 
Ko  attack  npon  Spun  or  her  territories  is  con- 
templated, uor  can  any  collision  with  her  rights 


points  of  diplomacy,  by  considering  whether 
we  had  borne  the  ontragea  of  the  pirates,  and 
demanded  redrees  from  Bpain  for  the  shelter 
and  coontenaDoe  which  they  had  received  in 
her  islands,  long  enough  to  Justify  against  her 
an  u>peal  to  force  or  not. 

Ur.  Babtlett,  of  New  Hampshire  stdd,  he 
hoped  for  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  a 
few  momenta  It  was  a  reqnest  that,  even  at 
this  honr,  conld  not  be  granted  with  more  re- 
lootooce  than  it  was  made.  If  an  apology 
were  neccesary,  it  Is  in  the  nature  of  the  snl^ect 
be£n«  01 — in  a  feeling,  almost  personal,  which 
lie  could  not  easily  oontrol,  excited  as  it  was 
I^  the  pecniiarly  aggravated  sufferings  of  his 
homediate  oonsUtnenta.  The  object  of  onr 
preaent  legialatioa  is  the  suppression  of  piraef/. 


A  purpose,  for  which,  s^d  Hi.  B.,  I  know  the 

opmion  of  many  is,  that  the  times  demand  of 
ne  aetitm,  rather  than  deliberation.  Bat,  sir, 
to  act  may  be  worse  than  in  vun,  nnlese  we 
act  eCBoiently.  We  betray  onr  merchants  and 
seamen  into  peril,  by  reliance  npon  pntend^ 

{rofeotion,  and  ^ve  confidence  to  the  enemy, 
y  onr  imbecile  efforts.  Conld  I  believe  the 
measure  proposed  calculated  to  effect  the  otjeot 
desired,  I  wonld  not,  for  an  instant,  stand  be- 


upon  it  by  uiis  Honse. 

Is  piracy  of  a  character,  and  has  it  existence 
to  an  extent,  to  dmtand  of  ns  e^ctnal  measures 
f6t  its  suppressicmt  A  question  the  whole 
ootmbT  has  answered ;  andyet,sir,  onrappy 
ent  in^flfarence  on  this  snl^ecl^  and  the  nega^M 
character  of  the  measoree  proposed,  seem  to 
reverse  that  dedsion.  A  general  assent  i^ 
pwhaps,  yielded  to  the  prevalence  of  piracy, 
without  'Oiat  deep  feeling  of  the  character  and 
extent  of  the  enormity,  necessary  to  prmnpt  na 
to  efQclent  l^islation.  The  scenes  of  blood 
which,  for  years,  have  been  e^ibited,  not  in 
Europe,  not  in  South  America  only,  but  within 
onr  own  borders,  have  rendered  ns  too  in- 
sensible to  their  repetition ;  and  the  cries  of 
onr  snSeriDg  citizens,  which  are  borne  to  ns 
on  every  southern  breeze,  are  slill  mingled 
with  the  din  of  foreign  war.  The  high  excite- 
ment of  feeling,  prodnoed  by  the  aoooonts  (4 
the  first  piratiaeT  depredatlona,  seems  lost  in 
apathy  at  recent  recitals  of  their  amravated 
horrors.  Bat,  sir,  sitoated  In  the  nudst  of  a 
suffering  oommnnity,  the  sut^ect  addresses  it- 
self to  me  in  a  manner  titat  cannot  bnt  I>e 
felt  From  the  lips  of  one  of  the  mifferers, 
whose  life,  policy,  and  not  mercy,  spared,  have 
I  heard  the  story  of  piratical  tortore.  He  wai 
a  gentleman  of  highly  Teq>ectable  character, 
and  nnqneadoned  veracity.  Near  the  harbor 
of  Havana,  he  was  boarded  by  pirates — in- 
stanUj  felled  to  the  deck  with  repeated  blowa 
— thrown  headlong  into  the  hold  of  the  vessel 
— there  assailed  with  dacgera,  and  passes  made 
at  his  throat  and  throughois  fiesh — hanged  by 
the  neck  to  the  yard-arm; — after  bdng  cat 
down  and  lying  till  symptoms  of  retoming  life 
appeared,  he  was  then  literally  whipped  Ihrongh 
onr  whole  sqnadron — at  each  blow  of  the  rope, 
being  told  the  name  of  the  vessel  for  which  It 
was  inflicted.  The  horrid  crnelties  connected 
with  the  mnrder  of  Oaptain  Blonnt,  can  hardly 
be  realized,  but  by  those  who  knew  him  as  one 
of  the  most  valuable  dtizens  of  Portsmouth — 
by  those  who  witoessed  the  grief  of  his  numer- 
ons  relatives — the  inconsolable  sorrow  of  an 
afflicted  vrife  and  family.  To  that  ill-fated 
neighborhood  is  carried  the  recent  account  of 
the  capture  of  the  brig  commanded  by  Obtain 
Hilton— with  the  murder  of  the  crew— the 
bearer  of  the  sad  intelligence  being  compelled 
to  say,  "  I  alone  have  escaped  to  tell  thee." 
And.  within  the  last  two  days,  a  report  lias 
reached  me,  which  I  pray  Heaven  ma;r  prove 
nntrae,  of  the  destrucbon  of  another  smp  from 
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Portsmonth.  b;  the  same  hands,  and  the  death 
of  every  individiul  on  board.  Bat  it  wai  not 
mj  pnrpoie  to  have  referred  to  pHrtdcnlar  in- 
tUnoM  of  a  crime,  records  of  the  repetition  of 
which  fill  everj  gazette,  till  our  Bupriae  ia,  not 
that  onr  Teeaels  are  oaptored,  our  oitizena  mur- 
dered, but  that  one  escH>es.  Id  the  letter  of 
our  ageat,  of  the  6th  of  Baptember,  after  a  long 
CBtalogoe  of  other  c*i>tiires,  lie  Bays,  "  In  the 
bay  were  foond  the  wrecks  of  twelve  venels, 
reoenUy  destroyed  by  the  pirates,  the  orewa  of 
■U  which  are  Bnppoeed  to  have  been  murdered." 
gnoh  are  the  monuments  the  island  every- 
where exhibits  of  their  plunder,  while  tie 
coast  is  whitened  with  the  bonca  of  their  victims. 
Well  might  the  honest  sesnum,  who  recenilj 
witneseea  and  gave  aooonnt  of  these  soenes, 
oondnde,  as  he  did,  with  the  eiolamation, 
"How  long]  how  long  will  our  country  snffer 
these  horrid  deeds  ]  "  Are  the  measnres  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  such  as  mutt — snch  as  prob- 
ably maj/,  accomplish  the  object  desired? 
What  is  propoaed  t  The  oh^rman  of  the  Oom- 
mlttee  on  Foreign  Relations  has  stated  to  yon, 
very  distinctly,  the  purport  of  each  of  the 
deven  sections,  which,  in  ahort,  is — aprovirion 
fer  bnilding  sloops  of  war ;  anthorizing  fresh 
parsnit  of  pirates ;  prohibiting  freighting  specie, 
but  by  order  of  the  Freeident ;  regulating  aimed 
merchantmen  t  providing  for  distribution  of 
prize  money,  by  capttire  of  pirates,  and  crea- 
tion of  a  penmon  fiind  from  the  same. 

Will  either — will  all  these  provisionB  remedy 
the  evil  oompMned  of!  I  answer  so.  Aji 
opinion,  I  am  aware,  entitied  to  no  authority 
farther  than  it  may  be  supported  by  the  <soa- 
oderations  upon  which  it  is  fbunded — and  in 
ttating  the  reason  of  such  opinion,  it  cannot  be 
ueoessary  for  me  to  odd  proresriona  of  the  high 
regarA  whioh  I  entertun  for  the  distinguished 
gentlemen,  personally  and  offidally,  fh>m  whose 
views  on  tliis  Bubteet  it  is  my  miaftHtnne  to 
diSbr. 

la  onr  efforts  to  vanquish,  or  exterminate 
the  common  enemy,  we  may  make  war  with 
Urn  upon  the  ocean,  or  npon  the  land,  or  both. 
Hie  former  mode  seems  to  be  relied  upon  in 
this  bill ;  and  that,  by  the  employment  of  our 
national  vessels,  such  atempt  will  not^  cannot, 
anooeed.  If  a  temporary  suspendon  of  the 
enemy's  operations  «nild  be  produced,  still  the 
measure  is  mfjnstiflahle ;  which,  with  snoh 
profunon  of  life  and  treasure,  does  not  reach 
the  source  of  the  evil.  It  must  be  ineffectual, 
from  the  character  of  the  enemy.  Who  are 
these  piratee,  that  we  go  out  with  all  the 
"pomp  and  oiromnBtance  of  war"  to  meet 
them  t  What  injuries  do  we  expect  to  inflict 
by  onr  national  ships !  What  trophies  are  we 
to  n^  I  They  have  indeed  some  Hmall  boats, 
witn  whidi  they  lurk  about  the  bays  and  har- 
bors ;  but  is  it  believed  tbey  will  give  battle  to 
your  frigates  or  aloops  of  war,  or  attempt  to 
make  prize  of  your  captaina  and  commodores  ? 
Unless  th0T  do,  what  right  have  ymf  to  molest 
themt    ^Bt  evidence,  unless  you  take  them 


in  the  act  ot  piracy,  of  their  gniltl  It  is  not 
to  be  underatood,  that  they  carry  a  label  npon 
their  forehead,  to  dewgnate  their  charaoler: 
and  should  the  Qtilf  of  Mexico  be  covered 
with  these  "  gentleman  rovers,"  as  they  may 
choose  to  be  called,  we  have  not  the  pro^  and 
therefore  not  the  power,  to  toaoh  them,  nideas 
discovered  "JiagranU  delielol"  But  It  maj 
be  said,  we  can  by  such  means,  detect  and  cap- 
ture them  ""'""g  our  merchant  vessels;  we 
may,  if  they  first  give  notice  tons<tf  the  time 
and  place  the  robbery  is  t«  be  committed ;  bnt 
they  have  the  means  and  the  viplanoe  to  dis- 


from  such  vessels ;  and  experience  proves,  that 
at  the  moment  of  the  most  flagrant  ontragei^ 
our  squadron  has  sailed  round  the  whole  island, 
and  every  hour  discovered  traces  of  their  recent 
depredations,  and  yet  not  touched,  or  ooa» 
near  to  the  offenders.  Captain  Porter,  in  hia 
letter  of  April  8th,  1S24,  aHet  describing  a 
voyage  throogh  all  the  islands,  and  a  nunote 
inspeotioQ  of  the  most  noted  haunts  ot  tiieae 
roboers,  says  :  "In  the  course  of  this  long 
route,  although  we  have  visited  plaaes  fonoerly 
the  rendezvous  of  pirate^  and  saw  evidencee 
1^  thdr  having  been  recMitly  ther«^  we  have 
not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  capture  any,  nor 
have  we  seen  any  vessel  of  a  suspicions  char- 
acter, until  two  days  since,  when  we  pnrsned 
a  small  schooner,  which  took  shelter  among 
the  Colorado  Bee&,"  Sx.  Buch  a  result  waa 
to  have  been  anticipated  fVom  the  charaoter  at 
the  enemy,  as  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  his  letter  of  the  Ist  December,  in 
which  he  says,  "  there  are  few,  if  any,  piratical 
vessels  of  a  large  size  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Caba,  and  none  are  now  seen  at  a  distance  from 
the  land ;  but  the  pirates  oonceal  tbemselvea. 
with  their  boats,  m  small  creeks,  bays,  and 
inlets,  and  finding  vessds  becabned,  or  in  a 
defenceless  situation,  assail  and  deAroy  th«in. 
When  discovered,  they  readily  and  sf^ely  re- 
treat into  the  country,  where  our  forces  cannot 
follow,  and  by  the  plunder  which  they  have 
obtained,  and  which  they  sell  at  prices  low 
and  tempting  to  the  population,  and  by  th« 
apprehensions  which  they  are  able  to  create 
In  those  who  would  otherwise  fpve  informa- 
tion, tbey  remun  secure,  and  mingle,  at  Meas- 
ure, in  the  business  of  the  towns,  and  transatt- 
tions  of  society,  and  acquire  all  the  informa-  * 
tion  necessary  to  accomplish  th«r  purposes." 
That  "no  naval  force  can  aSbrd  complete  pro- 
tection against  such  a  system,"  is  proved  by 
experiment — whiles  year  before  the  last,  ot  all 
our  veeeelR  of  every  deacription  in  cconmission, 
twenty-one  of  the  thirty-one  were  on  that  stA- 
tion ;  and  last  year,  fourteen  ot  twenty-three 
were  in  the  sanie  serrice.  It  is  not  forgotten 
that  the  President,  in  his  messsfe,  at  the  ca>m- 
mencemeut  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  told 
OS  these  measures  had  been  succesafti^  and  thvt 
piracy  was  no  more.  That  was  ratlter  the  «x< 
preeuon  of  bis  and  OUT  wishes,  than  of  the  &ct  ■ 
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ira  tbeo  had  htMj  "sootolied  the  snake,  not 
killed  it."  A  matntmSiaij  toBpeoaoD  at  th^ 
depradationi  might  have  hqipened  till  thej 
ooDid  better  Bait  their  BTBtem  to  out  measDree. 
The  resnlt  has  been  auj  to  make  them  more 
warr,  more  TindiotiTe,  and  more  nnmerona. 
Thej  now  more  nsiiaUr  take  life  to  prevent 
deb^on ;  and  where  that  ia  not  done,  our  in- 
oreased  force  onljr  adda  new  tortnrta  to  the  oap- 
tive,  hj  an  additional  rope  for  every  additional 
vesael.  With  aoooonts  of  moh  &ot8  is  every 
gazette  filled ;  bnt  where  is  the  record  of  onr 
aaocesa  I  Beaeons  for  thin  want  of  saooeaa,  I 
knoir,  are  nrged,  in  tbe  Bh^»e  of  ohargea  agmnat 
the  omoeri  empWed  iqKin  thia  8ervi«e ;  Otat 
th^  neglect  the  doty  iip<m  whicii  thef  were 
ordered  to  engage,  in  the  boaneea  of  freightiDg 
on  th^  own  aooonnt.  No,  no;  it  is  an  ao- 
eoaatiOD  I  will  not  for  a  moment  believe,  hot 
npon  the  most  irrefragable  proof.  Can  it  be 
powibl&  that  thoee  gallant  men,  as  distingaish- 
ed  for  nnmanity  as  bravery,  would  torn  from 
tbe  cries  of  their  ooostrymen,  bleedinz  in  the 
hands  of  robbers,  to  engage  in  a  pitifiil  mmey 
speenlationl  iWt  they,  whose  nomee  are 
identified  with  the  glory  of  their  ooontry, 
would  sell  the  mighty  meed  of  their  large 
honors  for  Uie  contemptible  commissions  of  a 
eargol  wonld  strip  from  their  brows  the 
wreath  which  the  nation  has  placed  there,  to 
erecfp  into  tiie  garb  of  a  miseralHe  Jew  broker  I 
Never  I  never  I  Nor  conld  the  tmtb  of  saoh 
charge  be  admitted,  without  extending  ita  re- 
^xMob  to  the  Head  of  the  Department,  and  the 
Presideitt  of  the  Uidted  States,  who  have  power 
to  enforce  th«r  own  orders.    The  evidence  of 

Sanr  official  doonments  is  against  it  Oapt^ 
orter,  in  his  letter  of  Angost  10th,  says,  ^'the 
whole  history  of  mr  operations  against  the 
pirates,  renden  any  defence  of  my  ooudoot,  or 
the  oiNidDot  of  those  nnder  my  oommuid, 
ag^nst  amy  impatations  of  neglect,  from  any 

a  Darter,  onneorasary,  as  it  is  well  known  to 
la  Department,  that  we  have  been  devoted  to 
the  in^orions  service,  saorifieing  health,  com- 
fort,  and  persmial  Interests,  for  Uie  sole  ol)}ect 
of  BOppreniiig  a  nstem  of  long  continoanoe, 
the  ezisteooe  of  which  was  disgraoeM  to  the 
dviliEed  natJons,  whose  dtlEens  were  victims 
to  it."  "Itisj"  says  our  intelligent  agent,  in 
hia  letter  of  October  Ist,  "  in  vain  for  commer- 
cial nations  to  rely  npon  mere  preventive  meas- 
ntea  at  sea,"  This  experiment,  then,  of  this 
desoripticn  of  force,  has  been  tned,  and  fairly 
tried :  and  has  &iled. 

1^  however,  tbe  employment  of  such  force  in 
this  manner,  had  oontmned  a  check  npon  the 
practice  It  temporarily  produced,  so  long  as  it 
tonofaee  not  the  sonroe  of  the  evU,  tbe  sacrifice 
Is  greatly  diqiroportioned  to  the  reanlt — and 
it  ia  in^qiedient  and  impolitic.  Are  we  never 
again  to  travel  the  common  highway  of  nations, 
but  with  snidi  formidable  array,  &nd  its  aotual 
preaence,  to  goard  onr  liveef  In  his  letter  of 
Jnlylto- 


States  on  this  coast,  attended  with  a  proftiae 
waste  of  treasore,  and  with  the  sacrifice  of  the 
health  and  Bvee  oi  so  many  of  their  gallant 
crwwB,  tbe  only  Tesolt  has  been,  tha  temporary 
and  partial  intermption  of  the  practice,  while 
tbe  Bonrce  and  cause  of  the  mischief  have  not 
been  reached."  If  tile  attempt  had  not  served 
rather  to  destroy  than  save  uie  lives  of  Qiose 
intended  to  be  protected,  the  expose  would 
be  of  lees  importance.  Bat  the  entire  want  rd 
snocesB  baa  rendered  tbe  serviee,  as  it  isjnslly 
called,    "inglovions," — a   despondency,  a  d»- 

Casion  of  spirits,  is  prodooed  among  the  ot- 
re  and  crews  which  woold  make  tiicm  vio- 
tims  <rf  disease  in  .any  climate — bnt  when  to 
•nch  oansea  la  added,  Oie  nnhealthiness  of  that 
stMion,  we  have  daijy  melancholy  proof  o^tbe 
aaorifice  we  make.  I  have  before  me  an  official 
list  of  more  than  eighty  officers,  who  have  per- 
ished in  this  service  in  two  years  past.  I  for- 
bear to  repeat  from  that  list,  namee  fomiliar  to 
this  Honse—names  dear,  not  to  their  friends 
01^,  bnt  to  their  conntry. 

Sot  another  provision  of  tlia  bin  relatea  to 
the  fenmurion  tor  merohant  -  veasda  to  arm. 
The  amui^  of  merchant  vessels  is  nndonbted- 
ly  the  only  effectnsl  mode  of  making  war  with 
piratee  on  the  ooean.  Oqit^  Fortw,  in  his 
letter  of  tbe  IQth  Angnst,  so  ezpreedy  tells  na 
— and  from  the  very  character  of  tbe  oiemy, 
and  the  mode  of  their  warfare,  we  ooold  hard^ 
have  needed  snoh  authority.  Yet  there  ia 
nothing  In  this  bill  bnt  inonmbranoee  npon  a 
permittion  that  before  existed.  And  of  what 
av^  is  snob  permission  t  Ths  persons  engaged 
in  tbe  West  India  trade  are  not  wealthy :  all 
snoh  find  their  wa;,  with  better  hopes,  to  tbe 
other  Indies.  They  are  merchants  of  small 
ci^itaL  who,  with  the  most  pMoevering  indos- 
try  and  rigid  eoenomy,  oao  bnt  Jnst  keep  that 
commerce  afioaL  A  single  gnn,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  men.  wonld  sink  it  forever. 

Troe  it  is,  this  bill  antboriHs  ih«fivh  pomsit 
and  capture  of  pirates  npon  the  land ;  but  what 
are  we  to  expect  from  the  /reiA  parsnit  ot 
piratee  by  a  force  that,  in  two  years'  search, 
has  scarcely  come  in  right  ot  one ;  and  what 
need  have  we  of  an  enactment  to  do  that  which 
we  are  antborized  to  do  witbont  it  t  While 
nothing  is  added,  by  implication  it  takes  away 
the  right  wc  always  posseae  to  attack  them  at 
all  times  and  in  all  placee.  Bnt  tills,  it  is  sdd, 
wonld  be  war;  war  with  whom!  I  mnat 
dissent  &«m  a  oondnsion  stated  in  the  report 
of  tbe  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  high 
as  is  that  authority,  on  this  snljeot.  In  that 
report,  it  is  alleged  that  Congress  cannot 
anthorize  the  porsnit  and  csptore  of  pirates,  in 
the  towns  cpon  the  islsnd  of  Cnba,  "  wltbont 
wresting  from  Spain  her  mnnicipal  Jmisdic- 
tion."  If  Sp^n  has  not  tbe  power  herself  to 
arrest  and  pnnish  them,  then  we  wrest  from 
her  no  jurisdiction.  If  piratea  are  protected 
sad  aided  in  snoh  towns,  and  Spain  does  not 
choose  to  exercise  each  power^  then  the  in- 
habitants of  those  places  ar«  partakers  in  tha 
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arinw,  and  Ferdinand  himself  ia  the  king  of 
pirates.  Sir,  I  am  for  peace— that  peace  wEtch 
Beonres  na  protection  in  our  lives  and  propertj 
~-not  a  nominal  peace,  the  &nits  of  wnion  are 
onlf  rapine  and  murder.  B7  the  ohunnan  of 
that  committ^  we  are  tost  told,  that  Spain  is 
not  notified  that  we  hold  her  answerahle  for 
■Doh  oatr^es.  However  informal  mav  hare 
been  the  notioe,  the  repeated,  the  load  00m- 
I^aints  of  onr  sofferings  most,  long  ainoe,  have 
reached  even  the  heary  ears  of  uiat  GoTem- 
rnenL  Two  years'  di«pl^  of  our  fbrcee  upon 
her  ahorea,  and  the  demands  for  her  lutener- 
enoe,  must  have  made  her  nnderstand  oar  com- 
plaints of  wrong,  and  dums  for  redreea.  One 
Jsar  since,  from  the  same  source,  ftirther  de- 
tmration  was  advised ;  it  is  still  urged.  It  is 
presnnung  too  mnch,  to  believe  ttut  aach  a 
■oggestion  can  be  heard  with  oalmnesa  hj 
those  of  our  ooantrvmen  who  are  suffering 
the  omeltiea  of  these  barbarians.  Bnt  we  must 
wait,  it  is  said,  for  fbrther  negotiation.  When 
ire  were  ool<miea  (tf  Qreat  Brit^iL  and  Jenkins, 
whose  case  has  reoently  been  renrred  to,  suf- 
fered some  indignity  from  a  Spanirii  cmiser,  he 
was  broDght  to  state,  is  person,  Ms  wrongs 
before  die  l^alatnre  of  tne  nation,  and  the 
ezdamation  then  was,  not  to  negcHate,  bat  to 
reqtdre  eonoeerion  and  indemnity,  as  a  tine  jwt 
iwn  to  tiie  oommenoement  of  negotiation.  I 
am  willing  to  make  all  reasonable  saorifloes  to 
the  etiquette  of  diplomacy— ontfits,  salaries, 
and  time  of  Uinisters;  bat  not  to  add  the 
offoring  of  beoatomba  of  oar  fellow-citizena. 

It  has  been  my  pnrpose  to  show — 

That  Increase  te  oor  naval  power,  to  be  em- 
ployed as  is  contemplated,  promises  no  efficient 
remedy  for  the  evil  complained  of: 

That,  while  it  does  not  afford  oa  protection, 
tt  is  prodigal  both  of  Hfe  and  treasnre : 

That  a  mere  ptmittion  to  merchant  vessels 
to  arm,  is  perfectly  nngatory : 

The  idea  of  rewarding  eapton  of  pirates  ont 
of  their  priKe,  and  penrioning  the  wounded 
and  widows  of  the  sliLEn,  ont  of  five  per  cent,  of 
the  proceeds,  seemed  to  me  not  to  require  so 
mnon  elaborate  detail  of  legislation ;  in  truth, 
tliat  all  the  bill  prtmosea  is,  to  build  ten  sloops 
of  war,  a  part  of  which,  some  years  hence,  may 
be  at  sea. 

On  the  other  hand — That  our  duty  reqniree 
of  ns  to  furnish  merchant  vessels  with  arma- 


dtmattded,  to  avenge  the  insulted  eoTerelgnty 
of  our  country,  to  rescue  onr  violated  Sag  from 
the  bloody  hands  of  barbariwa,  to  shield  the 
improteoted  heada  of  onr  citizens  from  the 
lifted  axe  of  the  mnrderer, 

Mr.  FoBoiTH  roae,  in  reply,  and  observed, 
fltat  his  opinions  must  have  been  very  badly 
ezpressed,  if  gentlemen  could  suppose  that  he 
had  Intended  to  deny  that  piracy  exists — that 
It  exists  in  an  atrociooe  form,  and  ongbt  to  be 
•oppressed.  But  I  think,  said  lit,  F.,  that  the 
PiMident  now  has,  and  has  haA^  both  means 


and  power  to  suppress  it  This  biU  is  indees ; 
it  diminishes  the  ezecntive  power.  All  that  is 
sought,  by  the  President,  in  his  conmmnicatitm 
on  HiiB  sabject,  is  authority  togo  to  the  Spanish 
idands.  The  Committee  of  Foreign  ReUtiona 
think  that  he  has  already  power  to  go  to  thoee 
islands,  and  to  aU  the  ulands  in  th«  world. 
The  law  of  nations  gtvea  him  this  power,  as 
the  Ezecntive  Jlagistrate.  Why,  then,  are  we 
called  to  legalize  tne  aott  Is  it  becanse  there 
exists  some  fears  that  the  Execntive  will  be 
blamed  for  not  having  done  his  dnty  t  Why 
has  piracy  not  been  snppreaaedl  Becanse  the 
force  given  to  suppress  it  has  been  withdrawn. 
But,  inaemnch  as  complaint  ia  made  that  the 
means  are  not  adequate,  I  am  willing  to  pve 
more  means.  Two  years  ago  you  were  told 
the  same  thing — the  means  were  inadequate. 
And  Ton  then  gave  what  was  supposed  to  be 
sufficient,  and  what  you  were  told,  aubsequeoit- 
ly,  effected  the  object. 

In  less,  you  were  told  that  light  veeselew«« 
wanting,  to  go  into  the  shallow  waters;  and 
yon  gave  them.  Now  yon  are  Uii  that  Hie 
pirates  withdraw  from  the  shallow  waters  and 
go  into  creeks ;  and  that  launchea  are  wanting 
to  follow  them.  Gonld  not  launches  follow 
them  into  creeks  last  year  t  Where  are  all  the 
amount  of  means  that  you  gave  t  Disripated 
like  chaS.  The  attention  of  this  House  and  of 
the  public  waa  lately  called  to  a  large  vessel, 
recently  fitted  ont.  It  was  a  magnificent  ob- 
ject, and  gentlemen  left  their  seats  here  to  con- 
template it  with  admiration.  But  the  mcmey 
that  it  ooet  wo'nld  have  been  better  spent  on  a 
sqnadron  for  the  West  India  Station.  Where 
is  this  magnificent  vessel  to  be  sentf  Kep<»t 
says  on  a  Quixotic  expedition  up  the  UedttM^ 
ranean,  where  it  is  to  ^splay  the  greetness  <tf 
onr  nation  and  bear  what  is  called  the  brottd 
pendant.  The  simple  state  of  the  question  ia 
this :  pirates  have  been  suffered  to  exist  when 
they  ought  not  The  President  says  he  wants 
powers.  He  has  had  powers.  He  says  he 
wants  means.  He  has  Iiad  means.  I  would 
not,  eaid  Mr.  F.,  shelter  firom  respondbility  any 
officer  of  the  Government,  however  high  may 
be  his  station.  The  President  has  wanted 
neither  men  nor  money.  This  Honse  ha*  done 
its  dnty.    A  Strange  opinion  seems  to  have 

Sne  forth,  that  this  is  a  degrading  aervioe; 
at  the  foe  is  worthless,  and  that  victory  will, 
therefore,  be  inglorious.  I  am  of  a  different 
opinion.  These  are  the  only  victories  which 
may  be  sud  to  be  unstained.  I  am  content  to 
leave  the  task  to  onr  naval  heroes.  I  believe 
them  to  be  ftilly  sufficient  sncoeBafblly  to  ac- 
complish it  I  trust  they  vrill  continne  as  they 
have  done  to  strike  down  these  murderers. 

Hr.  P.  F.  Babboub  sud  that  he  bad  sup- 
posed some  other  gentlemen  would  offbr  the 
motion  which  be  was  now  about  t«  present 
Bnt  as  they  had  not  done  so,  he  moved  to 
strike  ont  the  second  section  of  the  bill.  The 
purport  of  that  section,  as  he  understood  it^ 
was  to  impart  to  the  Present  the  power  « 
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ordering  onr  foroea  to  land  In  frMh  ponpoit  of 
pirates.  He  oljectod  to  bdj  Booh  enActment, 
M  thU  power  vae  not  the  nil^eot  of  mnnidpal 
iegidriion.  All  tlta  antborl^  of  gentiemen, 
na  iiut  enljeot,  waa  derired  mm  mmoiul  law, 
and  tbera  wu  a  want  of  fitneaa  in  le^slating 
on  what  the  law  of  natiiHu  already  settles. 
Hie  principle  of  that  law,  as  to  pir^ea,  wa^ 
tiiat  they  were  enemies  of  the  homau  race,  and 
that,  as  moh,  all  GovemineotB  were,  ifa/aeto, 
alwBja  at  war  with  them.  We  have  a  right  to 
■oppreas  pir>"?,  aocording  to  the  lav  of  natioiu, 
sod  that  law  expressly  allows  of  landing  in 
freeh  pursuit  of  an  enemy. 

We  cannot  increase  oar  ri^ta  in  respeet  to 
other  powers  by  monloipal  legislation,  aiid  oer- 
tsinly  we  do  not  wish  to  iiiminiiih  them.  The 
principle  bj  which  we  are  to  be  governed  is 
obvkrasly  this;  If  we  wish  tlLO  EieontlTe  to 
act  iutroterritorially,  then  a  mnnicipal  act  directs 
him  what  to  do.  Bat  if  we  wish  him  to  act 
extraterritorially,  his  aot  fhlls  within  the  law  of 
nations,  and  a  mnnidpal  law  is  therefore  nse- 
loB.  The  law  of  nations  is  the  rale  of  the 
Eiecntive,  withont  oar  saying  so,  and  he  has 
the  same  right  to  ccury  tbat  law  into  efiect 
which  he  haa  to  cany  into  efi^t  any  mnnicipal 
law.  All  oar  rights  as  a  natiDn  already  enat, 
and  depend  on  sonrces  beytmd  oar  contavL 
For  these  reasons  he  thought  it  was  proper 
tJbat  the  section  ahould  be  stricken  out,  and  not 
beeanae  he  was  opposed  to  landing  in  freah 
pnraoit  of  pirates. 

ICr.  PoarBBTT  ezpreseed  his  agreement  with 
the  view*  of  the  gentleman  who  had  Jost  taken 
his  seftt.  He  had  intended  to  ape^  on  the 
guMral  sabjeot,  hnt  considering  the  Uteneas  of 
ute  sesHon,  and  the  time  which  had  already 
been  occupied,  he  relinqoiahed  that  intention, 
and  implored  other  gentlemen  to  do  the  same, 
and  let  the  Honse  vote  on  the  bill, 

Vr.  Stboso  expressed  a  similar  eentjmeut. 

The  qaeetion  was  then  pnt  on  atriking  ont 
the  second  eeotion,  and  oanied. 

Itr.  SmoBS  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
remwnder  of  Uie  bill  after  the  first  aeotion. 
On  the  call  of  Ur.  Hookb,  theae  sections  were 

ICr.  Vesctib  observed,  in  relation  to  the 
third  section,  (whicli  restricts  the  carrying  of 
qieme  except  as  ordered  by  the  Freaident,)  that 
he  preenmed  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
ticHts  oontd  tell  the  Honae  whether  any  thing 
now  exiated  to  prevent  the  President  from  giv- 
ing snch  inabnotions  as  are  contemplated  by 
this  aeotion.  It  was  certtun  that  great  oom- 
pUdnts  existed  in  relation  to  this  matter.  They 
were  known  to  exist  in  Britain  on  tiie  same 
sabjeot.  And  notwithstanding  what  had  been 
observed  In- the  gokUeman  from  New  Hamp- 
afaire,  mneu  dissatisfaotion  was  felt. 

ICr.  GnowsimHmo  observed,  in  r^y,  that 
the  Pmrident  has  fall  powei^-that  when  he 
formeily  held  the  <Aoe  ot  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  be  bad  himself  lamed  diieoUons  on  the 


The  remaining  sections  were  then  strioken 
ont 

Vi.  Fuu^B  offered  a  sabstitate,  wMch,  after 
a  short  diBCnasion,  waa  rejected. 

Hr.  WxBSTKB  moved  to  strike  oat  the  words^ 
"for  the  more  effeotnal  sappreerioa  of  piracy 
in  the  West  Indies,"  (which  Mlow  the  anthor- 
ily  to  baild  Qie  vessels.)  HetbonghttheEonse 
oogbt  to  be  oareM  to  avoid  all  encroadimeot 
on  the  power  of  tiie  Executive.  He  believed 
there  was  no  naoeasity  for  particolarizing  the 
porposes  for  which  we  baild  veesela.  The  tras 
coarse  was  for  the  Executive  to  state  what  he 
needs,  whether  in  men,  ahips,  or  money ;  and 
if  we  conclude  to  grant  it,  we  ore  to  leave  him 
to  ose  it  on  his  own  responmbilLty.  For  his 
own  part,  he  believed  that  aloops  of  war  wonld 
be  neoessery  in  times  of  peace  as  well  as  war, 
and  after  piracy  should  be  enppressed  as  at  the 
preaent; 

The  motion  prevuled,  and  the  words  were 
Bbitien  ont. 

Hi,  Fdllxb  proposed  to  add  a  section  to  the 
hill,  empowering  the  Fresident  to  dispose  of  the. 
BohooDerB  and  other  vesals  at  present  in  use, 
and  which  were  in  a  state  of  decay. 

Mr.  CBOvnmisHiKLD  offered  a  section  of  some- 
what greater  extent,  and  SDKested  to  Mr.  Ful- 
LXB  to  accept  it  instead  of  that  proposed  by 
him,  Ur.  Fuixkb  consented,  ana  the  seotioa 
was  adopted. 

Kr.  'BuoKLSAs  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  redadng  the  number  of  aloopa  of  war  from 
ten  to  fire,  and  the  sum  appropriated  from 
(500,000,  to  1426,000. 

In  snpport  of  bia  motion,  Ur.  K  observed, 
that  the  present  was  a  bill  for  the  Bapprewion 
of  piracy,  and  not  for  the  iocrease  of  the  Navy, 
He  thonght  that  if  Congress  gave  the  Executive 
all  he  aaked,  they  certainly  did  all  that  was 
needed.  The  Beoretary  of  the  Navy  asked  only 
for  four  sloops  of  war;  Le  was  willing  to  give 
him  five.  (Here  Ur.  B.  quoted  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary.)  He  thought  it  was  wisest  in  Oon- 
grees  to  keep  the  power  in  their  own  haoda  It 
waa  maoifrat,  that  only  6  sloops  ooaldbe  built, 
for  the  (SOO.OOO  would  boild  no  more— t4S6,000 
waa  anffloient  for  this  porpose,  and  he  thernbre 
proposed  that  sum.  He  did  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  holding  the  opinion  that  it  was 
not  proper  to  increase  the  Navy,  but  be  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  aothorize  so  large  an  increase 
of  it  at  the  present  time. 

Ur.  Websibb  hoped  that  this  motion  wonld 
not  prevail.  He  colled  the  attentioo  of  the  oom- 
mittee to  the  situation  of  the  United  States,  and 
hoped  that  while  they  considered  the  expense, 
they  would  also  consider  the  mode  in  which  it 
is  to  be  ^plied.  He  thought  there  was  maob 
TOrtinenoy  m  a  remark  made  by  the  gentiemui 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr,  Ba&tlkxt  ;)  the  na- 
tion come  ont  of  the  late  war,  onder  a  strong 
excitement  in  favor  of  the  Navy,  The  Navy 
had  crowned  the  nation  with  ^ory,  and  tht^ 

C'     f  had  been  won  by  the  use  ctf  larae  ehjps. 
y  snob  were  aooordingly  iffdered.     But 
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■hips  of  a  large  rize,  pnt  at  hazard  great  aanu 
<^  money.  They  are  ohanamplojod  for  serrioe 
which  might  l>e  equally  well  done  bj  Hmaller 
vewelB,  which  would  coat,  and  which  woold 
hazard  leaa.  Bat  we  have  no  snoh  snaller  ves- 
sels.  If  we  looked  at  the  naval  aerrloe  In  other 
nationa,  we  shonld  aee  what  a  great  dispropoi^ 
tioii  existed  tietween  the  nmubftr  of  onr  laige 
and  onr  amaller  vemela  The  serrioe  in  the 
Teat  Indiea,  and  the  service  berond  Gape  Eorn, 
did  not  reqoiie  such  heavy  shipa — veaaela  of  a 
■mailer  oUbh  wonld  aoB^er  ererj  porpoae,  at  a 
tax  less  ezpenae.  The  gentleman  from  Fennajl- 
vanis,  (Mr.  BnoHAiuif,)  aajs  it  is  enough  if  we 
give  aa  fast  as  the  Department  asks.  Sat  this 
,  surely  is  not  a  oompnlsor^  matter.  The  Depart- 
ment may  ask  one  thing  and  we  may  give 
suother.  The  Seoretary  of  the  Navy  asks  for 
iHgates,  we  do  not  pve  them-^nt  Instead,  we 
give  more  doops  of  war.  These  will  be  of  im~ 
portoDt  service  on  onr  eastern  frontier,  where 
the  British  vessels,  to  say  the  least,  bad  oom- 
mitted  very  great  mistakes  abont  the  bonnds  of 
ou' fisheries.  The  same  observations  wooldq>- 
ply  to  the  Hediterraaean.  In  the  British  Navy 
this  class  of  vessels  were  bconstADtnse.  Tliat 
Government  bsd  60  or  100  doops  of  war,  all  ac- 
tively employed  in  various  spedes  of  service, 
whidi  do  not  reqoire  a  great  arrav  of  power. 
Why  ehonld  we  not  go  so  fsr  as  to  tinild  ten  of 
these  vesseUI  A  similar  measure  had  twen  re- 
oonunended  at  the  last  session.  We  are  told 
that  the  Ezecntive  is  to  be  hdd  bonnd  to  do  aU 
he  can  do  without  Airther  l^^ation.  Let  as 
then  pass  the  bill  as  it  is. 

Mr.  BuoHANUf  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  was 
sorry  at  this  late  hoar  to  come  ia  colli^on  with 
the  gentlemtm  fh>m  Uaaeaohnsetta,  He  could 
not  bnt  notice,  howeTcr,  that  that  gentleman 
had  not  thought  fit  to  reply  to  what  he  had  ad' 
vanoed  as  a  principal  argument  in  favor  of  tjie 
amendment  he  proposed,  that  only  (600,000 
were  appropriated,  and  five  sloops  of  war 
would  cost  |42JS,000.  Oonid  we  not  repose 
oonfidenoe  in  the  next  Congress ;  ooold  we  not 
leave  them  to  Jndge,  dnoe  only  five  ships  oonld 
be  built  this  year,  whether  five  more  would  he 
waniisg  next  year!  It  was  vain  to  say  that  a 
nnmber  of  ships  should  be  boilt,  not  exceeding 
ten,  and  then  to  give  means  only  for  five.  If  ten 
were  intended  to  be  given,  they  would  cost 
$800,000.  Perhaps  it  was  not  held  pohtio  to 
spread  such  au  amount  before  the  people.  The 
Senate  had  passed  a  bill  for  ten  doops  of  war 
in  the  early  part  of  last  session.  But,  daring 
■11  of  last  sesuon,  and  all  of  the  present,  nntil 
now,  the  House  had  reftised  to  take  up  that  bill. 
Was  it  proper,  at  this  late  moment,  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  abont  the  increase  of  the  Kavy  t 
We  had  already  spent  eight  millions  on  the 
Navy — be  wanted  to  know  how  this  had  been 
•pent;  and  whether  the  ships  wbiob  bad  been 
built  corresponded  with  the  law.  He  wanted  to 
know  whetner  the  ancient  discipline  was  still 
oonljnned.  He  doubled  the  propriety  of  incor- 
pOfBting  in  a  bill  for  the  sappreaaion  of  pirooy, 


Sroviaions  which  went,  in  fact,  to  increanng  the 
Tavy. 

]fr.  TsHBLB,  of  Kentucky,  observed,  that  h« 
shonld  vote  for  the  proviatons  of  the  bill,  becanse 
he  believed  that  their  tendentT'  in  praclaoe 
wonld  be  to  dimiiriah  the  txpvoM  of  the  Navy, 
and  to  improre  its  disapline.  The  oomplainta 
whidi  eiEUt,  had  arisen  from  the  employment 
of  too  many  large  vessels.  There  wonld  be  no 
need  to  pnt  all  onr  large  TeswlB  in  oommiadoo, 
if  we  should  build  smsll  ones.  This  would  be  a 
saving  of  expenae,  for  we  are  now  driven  to  use 
the  large,  beoanse  we  hav«  no  smalL  Loc^  at 
the  disproportion  in  the  difFarent  branches  of 
OUT  servioe.  The  whde  amonnt  of  onr  com- 
merce to  the  Mediterranean,  is  about  one  milhoa 
of  dollars,  and  it  baa  tme  hundred  and  ninety 
guns  to  protect  it.  Our  trade  to  Cuba  amounta 
to  six  or  seven  millions,  and  it  is  protected  bj 
only  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  guns.  This  ir- 
regularity was  oooadoned  chiefly  by  want  (tf 
small  vesaels. 

Mr.  FuLLXB  observed,  b  reply  to  Mr.  Bu- 
OHAHAR,  that  it  was  true  that  $600,000  were  in- 
sofilcient  to  complete  the  ten  aloops  of  war. 
But  the  Senate,  in  paeniw  their  bill  on  this  snb- 
ject,  adopted  iho  prinoiiue  that  ten  ought  to  be 
built,  bnt  only  baJf  the  money  appropri^ed  at 
first,  becanse  the  whole  could  not  be  naed  at 
once.  Many  advantages  and  mudi  economy 
wonld  arise  lh>m  such  an  arrangement  Con- 
tracts could  at  ones  be  made  for  the  whole  of  the 
timber,  and  materials  could  thus  be  more  cheaply 
obtained. 

Mr.  MoGoT  observed,  that  the  bill  was  now 
broken  down,  to  what  he  had  at  first  expected. 
He  thought  there  was  rather  an  unnecessary 
agitation  about  the  piratee.  He  beUeved  that 
the  President  had  force  enou^  now.  Bnt  five 
sloops  of  war  at  once  was  surely  euoD^.  Let 
us  leave  some  to  be  provided  by  onr  soo- 

The  questdonwaa  then  pnt  on  Mr,  BnonuiAit^ 
amendment,  and  oarried---ayee  78.  noes  67. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  aa  amended. 

The  House  oononrred  in  ell  the  amendments 
of  the  committee,  saving  the  last^  Tix:  that  r«- 
duchtg  the  nmnbco-  of  slo(^>s,  and  the  snm  to  be 
appropriated. 

The  bill  having  received  its  third  reading,  and 
the  question  being  on  its  final  passage, 

Mr.  Bosa,  of  Ohio,  apoke  in  earnest  oppo^tJtm 
to  it.  The  question  had  now  became  this : 
Whetherwe  will  iocresae  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  T  The  bill  was  no  longer  a  provision 
against  piracy,  but  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  the 
navy.  If  vessels  of  the  kind  proposed  were 
needed,  he  thonght  we  had  enough  of  them  al- 
ready. We  had  twelve  or  thirteen  schooners,  a 
kind  of  vessel  very  similar  to  those  now  to  be 
bnilt,  as  well  calculated  for  the  purpose  intended 
as  tiiese  aloops  of  war ;  and  the  debate  came 
back  to  the  umpio  qneetion,  whether  this  Honse 
will  grant  an  appropriation  fbr  the  general  in- 
crease of  the  navyt  and  not  for  any  spacifio 
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pnrpoM.  He  wiahed  to  tnm  the  Att«atioo  of 
fiie  HoDse  to  the  ezpetue  imftToidablj  attendant 
<miiichameaaar«.  He  thoi^t  that,  when  that 
aamotfe  waa  ^dnlj'  conadered,  ^demen  wonld 
Jbol  mclined  to  prate,  and  would  endearor  to  he 
hetter  aatisfled  of  tlie  seoaantj  of  the  espense 
before  they  paeaed  this  hlU.  It  was  not  to  be 
ditgoited,  that  the  afgnment  which  had  prev^ed 
thna  Ux  with  the  House  was  based  on  the  ne- 
oeoaitr  of  boil^Dg  these  vessels  for  the  avowed 
pnipose  of  putting  down  piracy.  This,  howevar, 
was  now  disoarded  and  thro  wn  quite  out  of  view, 
and  we  were  to  build  these  sloops  of  war  to  ia- 
orease  our  naral  fon».  It  appeared,  from  the 
eetimstee,  that  each  of  these  veesels  will  cost 
86,000  dollara.  If  ten  of  them  are  hnilt,  thej 
will  cost  660,000  dollan.    The  contingent  ez- 

ries  of  one  of  tlieee  ships  are  S1,000  dollan ; 
the  ten,  it  will  be  610,000  dollws.  The  in- 
terett  of  the  ooat,  together  wiUi  this  contingent 
azpenae,  wiU  cost  the  nation  npwards  of  1,000,000 
doUars  onnnall; ;  and  this  expense  is  to  be  per- 
manent so  long  as  these  Tefsets  eoatinae  in  ler- 
Tica.  We  are  called  upon  to  do  this  directly  in 
the  tooe  of  the  law  of  ISSl-'BS.  We  ore  oalled 
iqKMi  to  alter  the  policy  we  then  eatablished,  and 
appropriate  1,400,000  doUon,  instead  of  the 
anull  Bom  whioh  we  then  determined  should  be 
appn^riatedfortheincresaeof  thenary.  If  it 
was  necessary  that  to  reduce  oor  ezpensea,  Ur. 
R.  waa  by  no  means  oonvinoed  that  it  was  as 
neoeasoiy  now  why  we  should  odd  thedi^rmoe 
between  600,000  and  1,400,000  to  the  national 
burden.  The  Teasels  we  purchased  before  are 
still  in  eziatence,  and  oor  se^orta  are  lined 
vith  officers.  The  bill  had  indeed  been  trimmed 
down,  bat  he  was  aUn  oi^rased  to  it  as  nnneoes- 
aa^  and  eitraTsemt. 

Mr.  OooE,  of  IllinoiB.  followed  on  the  oppo- 
rite  mde.  He  s^d  it  might  be  thought,  that  as 
he  repreeent«d  that  Btate,  which  was  the  fur- 
tbeet  of  any  from  the  ocean,  he  neither  knew 
HOT  cared  much  about  a  bill  which  related 
wholly  to  oaval  ofUrs ;  bat  if  any  gentleman 
'  bad  drawn  that  oonolosion,  they  hod  misunder- 
stood him,  and  misnndeistood  the  West.  The 
Twtem  conntry  knows  and  feels  that  it  is  de- 
pendant for  its  proqwrity,  to  a  very  great  ex- 
tent, on  the  owners  of  onr  shipping.  It  is 
throng^  them  that  the  trade  of  the  interior 
geta  an  outlet  to  the  ocean,  and  it  has  ezperi- 
eooed  the  vast  adTantaoe  mtioh  has  been  con- 
ferred by  the  nary  on  £e  security  and  advance- 
ment  of  the  commerce  of  the  oountry.  The 
"West  has  on  extensive  interest  in  alloying  a 
market  for  its  prodnoL  In  the  preeent  state  of 
the  country,  the  only  market  for  a  very  large 
■oariiaa  of  the  interior,  is  found  at  Now  Or- 
leana ;  and  the  Western  States  have,  therefore, 
a  direct  concern  in  the  protection  of  the  trade 
in  the  Oolf  of  Uexioo,  from  those  vile  ma- 
randera,  who  have  so  long  vexed  and  ha- 
raawdit. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  observed,  in  reply 
to  ytx.  Roes,  that  that  gentleman  was  mlst^en 
in  si^posing  that  thia  bill  was  at  war  with  the 


principles  of  economy.  On  the  contraiy,  ex- 
perience had  proved,  that  there  was  no  dass  of 
veesels  so  cheap  as  that  now  proposed ;  the 
plan  of  the  bill  was  emiaently  on  economical 
plan.  The  expense  of  a  74  gnu  ship  was  five 
times  as  great  as  that  of  a  doop  of  war.  Al- 
lowing one  of  the  latter  to  cost  $70,000,  Ave  (tf 
them  will  cost  $SSO,000,  bat  one  74  oosts 
(870,000.  These  sloops,  while  costing  leas 
than  a  74^  employ  at  the  same  time,  200  more 
men.  There  was  no  comparison  as  to  the  e£B- 
oienoy  of  the  two  kinds  of  vessels  in  time  of 
peace.  Our  74s,  as  such,  are  now  in  a  great 
measure  useless.  They  are  employed  only  for 
the  waat  <£  smaller  vessels.  Sloope  of  war 
employ  more  men  and  more  officers.  TUmj 
afford  a  derirable  c^portonity  of  making  oar 
midshipmen  into  masters,  and  Ainush  the  best 
and  only  eSbotual  means  to  train  np  officers  for 
the  navy  service.  It  is  in  vain  yon  give  them 
education  in  a  school,  of  however  excellent  a 
kind:  a  naval  ofSoer  roost  be  a  sailor,  or  ho  is 
utterly  inefficient  If  Oongreae  mean  to  make 
the  navy  an  effeotnal  arm  of  defence,  they  must 
provide  it  with  offioeis  who  have  not  omy  tho- 
ory,  but  praotioe.  To  this  aid,  the  plan  of  the 
present  bill  is  the  most  efflai«tt,  wmle  It  ia  tlie 
most  eoonomiooL 

Hr.  Nkwtos,  of  Virginia,  supported  the  biD. 
If  the  House  should  now  reject  it,  it  was  too 
late  to  originate  a  new  one,  and  the  commerce 
of  the  ooonUr  would  be  left  to  the  depreda- 
tion of  the  pirates  to  the  next  session.  A  state 
of  things  whioh  would  cost  the  natiwi  fifty 
Ijmee  as  mnoh  as  the  whole  amount  of  the  biU. 

[The  Senate  subseqaenUy  concurred  in  all  the 
amendments  made  to  the  House  by  this  bill.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bcon,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  HxaBiox  in 
the  chfdr,^  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  Umt«d  States  to  cause  aroad  to  be  marked 
out  from  Missouri  to  the  confines  of  Kew  Mex- 
ico ;    it  was  reported  withont  amendment. 

Mr.  MoDuFFix  ol^eoted  to  the  bill,  aa  beiiijg 
A)r  External  Improvement,  and  moved  that  n 
lie  on  the  table.  The  moticn  waa  carried — 
Ayes  S8,  Noes  48. 

WxDinsDAT,  Uarch  S. 


,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requir* 
ea  H]  sscerttln  the  probable  eipeose  of  eiUngtiisb- 
[ng  the  Indian  title  to  a  portion  of  the  country  Ijing 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mounttina,  that  inaj  be  suitable 
for  coloniilng  the  f^ee  people  of  color,  the  best 
known  route  ocron  the  sdd  monoiaioa,  and  the 
probable  ooit  of  a  road  and  militarj  posts  necessa- 
ry to  a  safe  communicstioD  with  such  eolony,  and 
to  report  thereon  to  the  Houae  at  the  next  seiaicn 
of  CoagieaB." 

Mr.  Haioltow,  of  Booth  Oardina,  Koi  he 
wished  the  gentleman  wonld  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  exprearing 
hia  aeutunenta  on  so  extraordinary  a  proposi- 
tatm,  on  whioh  there  prevuled  a  distraapwad 
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enthoriam,  irtdoh  onght,  tor  the  interest  of 
th«  oonntrr,  to  be  lepreased. 

The  motion  w»  not  withdrawn,  but,  aft«r 
•onu  farther  remarks,  the  resolve  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  dte  table. 

The  Honse  thrai  went  into  Oommlttee  of  the 
ThcJe^  on  the  bill  oonoerning  the  Copper  Mines 
OS  the  sonth  ride  of  Lake  Superior. 

Hr.  OooEE  inquired  for  Autiier  information ; 
and  a  letter  from  Ur,  Sohooloraft,  the  Uloeral- 
o^st,  was  read. 

Ur.  OwzH  moved  to  sbrike  odt  all  of  the  bin  sf- 
tar  the  enootdng  clsnse,  and  snbstitate  the  ioij 
oi  another  bill  for  adjusting  oertain  land  olaima. 

The  Ohair  prononnoed  the  motion  out  ot 
order. 

Ur.  OocKx  tlien  stated  that  he  had  jost  re- 
o^Ted  Information  from  the  delegate  from  Michi- 
gan, whioh  indnoed  him  to  believe  the  Cop- 
per ICnes  in  question  were  of  great  valne— and 


seize  npoQ  a  feotore  of  valne  in  the 
eonntiT  the  moment  it  was  heard  c^  &e. 

lb.  Raswoi  deprecated  the  iut^Arence  of 
the  United  States  in  mlmng  proper^.  The 
Axperienoe  of  the  Oovenunent,  in  relation  to 
lead  mines  and  salt  qjiiagSj  afibrded  a  warning 
on  the  BnbJeoL  He  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
wia<^ti"g  clanstL 

MrTSioHABD,  Delegate  from  Udhigan,  stated 
tlie  facts  of  tlie  case.  One  t^  of  veiT'  pnre 
ore  had  been  discovered,  of  six  feet  in  thick- 
Beea,  he  said,  and  of  great,  and  at  present,  un- 
known length.  The  value  of  this  mine  made  it 
Terj  important  to  legislate  on  the  snbjeot,  &a, 

Mr.  CoKWAT,  the  Deleg&te  from  Arkansas, 
oorroborated  this  statament    Masses  of  copper 
had  been  found  there,  he  said,  wdghlng  m 
«al  hundred  mjonds.    He  replied  to  the  i 
marks  of  Mr.  Rakkht.    The  bill  onlj  looks 
the  extingnisbnuait  of  Indian  title  to  a  small 
tract  of  country  emhntdng  the  mine,  which,  if 
not  worked  bj  the  Qovemment^  might  be  tali 
to  great  advantage. 

Mr.  Vbipplb  opposed  the  bill.  He  did  not 
doubt  the  existence  (tf  ijuantitiee  of  copper 
there — bnt  the  tran^rtation,  &a.,  would  make 
it  cost  more  tlian  that  imported. 

Mr.  SrnoNa  advocated  the  object  of  the  bilL 
Its  object  was  not  to  eitingaiBh  the  Indian  titie 
to  the  tract,  bnt  to  have  the  conntrf  thorough- 
ly explored,  and,  if  copper  exists,  as  is  repre- 

sented,  to  get  the  right "  '—  "■-  ^-^■•^~' 

States,  bv  purchase. 

Mr.  MoCoT  opposed  the  bilL    Mines  were 


[MuoK,l8a(. 

So  tbe  bm  was  rejected. 

The  UU  from  the  Benate  to  anthoriie  the 
Present  of  the  United  BUtee  to  cause  a  rood 
to  be  marked  oat  from  the  western  frontier  of 
Missouri  to  the  confines  of  New  Mexico,  yes- 
terday Itud  on  the  table,  wss  ag^  taken  op. 

Mr.  McCoT  moved  to  b^  it  sgain  on  the 

Ide.  The  motion  was  negatived — ay««  49, 
noes  79. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tblrd  rea^ng,  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Sen^ 

£b<nu)0  Semion — 6  o^eUek 
Mr.  Cui  moved  to  take  up  tibe  trill  establish- 
ing a  navy  yard  at  or  near  Fensscol&.   The  mo- 
"(m  was  agreed  to— ayes  60,  noes  44. 

The  House  sooordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Vhole,  Mr.  Tomletsov  In  the  chair,  ooi 
that  bill 

A  debate  arose  upon  this  bill,  of  oondderaUe 
interest,  in  vhioh  Mr.  Cau,  Wood  of  New 
York,  Cli.1,  and  Taithaix,  took  part,  in  whi^ 
the  bdl  was  supported  with  grest  esmestnesa 
by  Mr.  CiJUL  md  Mr.  Tattsxll,  and  oppoaed 
by  Mr.  BABTLnr.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wxbstzk, 
the  biU  was  modified  by  an  amendment  so  as 
to  authoriza  the  Secretory  of  the  Navy  to  lo- 
cate the  navy  yard  on  any  point  in  the  Gnlf  of 
Mexico.  In  this  form  it  was  advocated  by  ib. 
Wood  and  Mr.  Clat,  and  having  been  report- 
ed, it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reMing — and  waa 
subsequently  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  Che  Benate  for  ccmonrrence  in  the 


the  last  property,  he  said,  for  which  he  would 
vote  awsy  the  public  mmey. 

Mr.  WOOD  stated  facts,  and  quoted  Long'i 
Expedition,  to  show  that  the  mine  would  be  o 
DO  valae  till  local  oommeroe  required  copper  ii 
Ihst  neighborhood. 

The  qnestton  being  put,  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill  was  slzioken  out 


Thussdat,  March  8. 

Mr.  FossTTH  laid  upon  the  taUe  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

"lUtnhwl,  Tb&twhOe  this  Eonsa  aaxioasly  d»' 
■Ires  thftt  the  sUve  trade  should  be  universally  de- 
nouQoed  u  piracy,  and,  ss  such,  shonld  be  delected 
uid  punkdied  under  the  law  of  nations,  it  cotufdcn 
that  It  voold  be  highly  inexpedient  to  enter  Inte 
engagements  with  any  tortiga  power,  by  wUch  eS 
the  merebant  vessels  of  the  United  Btates  wonld  be 
exposed  to  the  InconveUeoees  of  any  regulatioii  of 
sesreh  from  which  any  merchant  wsseli  of  dwt 
foreign  power  would  be  exempted.'* 

The  reeolntion  lies  on  the  table. 

Vi.  FonsYTH  also  offered  the  following ; 

"Jlaolved,  That  the  pnrduse  of  lands  from  the 
Inditns  oocnpjing  it  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  Is  a 
jMooMib  extiugulsbment  of  their  Utle;  and  that  a 
ptucliaBe  aboakl  be  made,  if  It  can  be  effiMled  oa 
noKHKiM)  Umu,  althcugli  the  reddue  of  the  tribes 
to  which  the  said  lodliini  may  be  attaolied  should 
not  join  In  the  contract. " 

This  resolntion,  also,  was,  on  motion  of  the 
mover,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tAi>Ie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mabxlkt,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, it  was 

*■  Jtttaivtd,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Eisai  Clat,  for  the  able,  im- 
partial, and  dignified  manner  in  which  he  has  pra- 
,  sided  over  its  deUbenlions,  and  perftemsd  lbs  si> 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBESS. 


[H.  or  R. 


A  taw  mhiiitw  sfler  this  vote,  Ui.  Olat,  the 
,  haTJnx  i«Bnm«d  the  chidr,  addroBaed 
ue  House  u  followB : 


Speaker,  haTii 


._  r:  ForU]eboiiot«bIeteitimoo7«hle1i 

joa  hiT*  bMB  pltMBd  thia  day  to  eipreM  to  1117 
oBdkl  eondwit  hi  this  hlghh  diitlneiiidied  it&tion, 

Mmt  fourteen  jcaia,  with  bat  two  comMntiTcIj 
■hort  Intemk,  the  ardiMHia  dnfieaoftbeOhdrhAre 
been  amgned  to  me.  In  Uwt  long  period,  of  peMe 
»nd  of  war,  eenaee  from  without  and  withm,  of 
great  pobBe  eieltamait,  have  oeeuionally  divided 
onr  coondla,  distuibed  our  harmony,  and  threaten- 
ad  OUT  safttj.  Hai^r,  howeTer,  paat  dangera, 
wUeh  appealed  to  eocoinpaaa  jm,  were  c^roellM,  aa 
I  anxlooalj  hope  thoae  of  the  preae&t  wQl  be,  b  a 
nUtit  of  matnal  feibeannoe,  moderation,  and  iria- 
doia.   Tha  debatee  in  tUa  Eonae,  to  vbich  thoae 


prodnoed  by  oni  tempoiary  dlTidona,  it  us  been 
my  h^>T  r<Mnne  to  experience,  b  an  unexampled 
degree,  tiie  HnJneaa,  the  confldenoe,  and  die  we- 
tionata  attaobmeat  M  the  meaibera  of  the  Eonae. 
Of  the  nnmeioua  deoUons  whleh  I  have  been  called 


upon  to  prononnee  from  thia  plaoe,  oa  qaeatlDns 
often  aeddenly  atarled,  and  of  much  dlfflcul^,  it 
has  ao  ha^^ianed,  from  the  generous  support  given 
me,  that  not  one  of  them  has  ever  been  reretaed 
by  the  House.  I  adTett  to  thla  fact,  not  In  a  vain 
apliit  of  exultation,  but  as  niraiahlDg  a  powerful 
moUve  for  nndisEembled  gtatitude. 

In  retiring,  perhaps  foierer,  from  a  litnation 
with  which  so  large  a  portion  of  mj  liib  has  been 
aasoeiated,  I  alu£  coDtinnally  revert,  during  the 
remaindet  of  it,  with  nuceudiig  reepect  and  grati- 
tude,  to  thia  great  theatre  of  our  public  action,  and 
with  the  flrm  Iielief  that  the  public  intereata  and 
the  ItbMty  of  our  belOTCd  eonntry  will  be  safely 
marded  hereafter,  as  they  bare  been  heietolbfe, 
by  eBllgbtenedpatriolMB, 

Gendemeni  ui  ntaraingto  your  reapectlTe  &m- 
iUaa  and  eonatitnenta,  I  b^  all  of  you,  without  ex- 
eeptioa,  to  carry  with  70a  my  lerrent  prayera  for 
the  continuation  of  your  liTea,  your  bealtb,  and 


^eratjoo  of  tlie  reeolre  yestM^a^  nibmitted 
bj  him,  lookiiig  to  the  Ooloniaation  of  the  free' 
people  of  color  beyond  the  Bocky  Uountuns ; 
which  motion  the  Hoiue  reAued  nou  to  ocm- 
Bider. 
Soon  after  thia  the  Eonae  B^onmed  tint  dit. 


D,g,tza:Jb.GOOg[e 
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NHETEENTH  C01IGRESS.-FIRST  SESSIOS. 

BEGUN   AT   THE   CITT   OF  WASHIN6T0K,  DECBUBBB   S,   188S. 


€fia£ix  9^uamai  foi%  foit^  {jnnlicntiil  ttm,  a 
^  ymjr,  1SZ9. 

JOHN  QDHTCT  ADAMS,  of  HmhcI    _.     ,  _ 
JOHN  C.  CALHOUN,  of  Boath  CuoUns,  Viee 


jsg  H\j  9Jatt  It29,  anb  wtinq 


Betntmj  t(f  Blatt. — HtKar  Cut,  of  Eentnekr. 
HomLuUd  and  eonfiraud  Tth  Ifuch,  18SE. 

Stenl^  ij/'  da  IVMnrjr- — Bichakd  Bitbb,  of 
PennijlTuiIft.  HaminaMd  and  oonfirnwd  Itb 
Hitfcb,  IBiS. 

Beenlary  y  ITor. — JlKB  BAKaoDK,  of  YlrginlE. 
Nominated  uid  eoaflnned  7th  March,  IBSlf. 

"  ■      f    if   tit    yny^^UIDU.    SODTHAED,     of 


Kew  Jerse;.    [Appoloted  daring  tlie  AdEninlatn- 
tioD  of  I£r.  Monroe.] 

PoifmaMta'    Overal. — Jomr   HcLiuf,    of   Ohioi. 
[Awobted  during  the  AdraiuiitntioQ  of  Hr.  Hon- 

Auonuy  (TmwrdL— WiLLiAK  Wisi,  of  Tirgiiuk. 
[AppoiQted  during  the  AdmiuIitnUaD  of  Mr.  Mad- 

IMII.] 


PEOOEEDINQQ  m  THE  SENATE.* 


JIovDAT,  Deoember  S. 

Agreeabtj  to  Uie  proTulon  of  the  conatitn- 
tion,  fixing  tiie  p«rioa  for  the  meeting  of  Ood- 
gresB,  Uie  two  HooBsa  assembled  in  tbeir  re- 
Bpeotive  Ohomben,  in  the  CapitoL  this  da7, 
and  oommenoed  tlie  Urst  Seseioa  of  the  Niue- 
teentli  Oongreas. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  tiieTioi  PRmDisv  op 
THi  IJmitkd  States,  ac  ttffieio  Pbuidkht  or 
TH>  Sbmatk,  took  the  ch^,  and  called  the 
Senate  to  order.  The  roll  of  Uie  Ifembera  be- 
ing then  called  over,  it  appeared  Uiat  a  qaomm 
Taa  present. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  ordered  to  be 
appointed  jointlj  with  sncb  committee  as  should 
M  appointed  by  the  Qonee  of  R^resentatives, 
to  wait  on  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Btatea, 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  Honaea  of  Oongress 
are  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  oom- 
mmu(^tion  he  might  have  to  make ;  and  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Ifr.  Llotd,  of  Maasa- 
chnsetts,  were  appointed  the  committee  oa  the 
part  of  tlie  Benat«. 

Tlie  tisaal  orders,  for  ftunialiiiig  the  lumbers 
witb  a  eertdn  number  of  newqiapera,  Ac,  were 
ad^ted,  and 

Tne  Senate  a^jomned  to  13  o'clock  to-mor- 


«UBT  or  KEIfBEBB  OF  THS  BESAT& 
JRMm.— Jolio  Chuidler,  Jolm  Holmia. 
jnw  S'oiHfMMrt.— SunDgl  Bell,  Lcrt  WoodbBif. 
JfOMaoAMaai-JuiiH  Unji.  EUJ«li  Hunt  Ullla. 
BKod*  AdtAd^Nehamtili  B.  Enlgtit,  Aitur  BobUai. 
a>Mi«.««tK.— Heni7  W.  EdwHdl,  OiItIii  WlU(r. 
Ymumt.—'Daiitj  ChiM,  Honda  Btjvam. 
Siu  rent— MmUb  T«a  Bona.    [Om  tuukt-] 
Jfno  •f^TMir.— KiUon  IMcktniHi,  Joaipli  HoIlTalim 
.    iVwufleaiUii.— WlllliBi  FlndUf,  Vliliun  Uaita. 
i>tliiwan.— Nleholi*  Tu  Ilrkg^  Thomu  Citjtm. 
JAwvbHuL-Edinid  Ltajrd,  Bwnnel  Smith. 


Tuvn^T,  Deoonber  0. 

Ur.  Bhtth,  of  Maryland,  reported,  ftom  Qw 
Joint  Oommittee,  that  they  had  w^ted  on  tlie 
Preudent  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to 
order,  and  that  the  President  iniormed  the 
committee  that  he  would  make  a  oommnnio^ 
tion  to  the  two  Honses  thia  d^. 

Soon  after  wbiob, 

A  Meflsage  was  reouved  f^om  the  Freaidait 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  J. 
Adama,  Jnn.,  his  private  Secretary ;  whioh  ma 
read,  and  8,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed, 
together  with  1,600  of  tlie  accompanying  doeo- 

MMoffe  qftJis  Prtrident. 
JfOhnKUiMOu  if  Ii4  BtnaU, 
tmiofthtHimnof  a 
In  taklngageneralsarTeyofthe  I  .   . 

beloved  coootry,  with  reference  to  aufajecta  Inter. 
eaUog  to  the  eommoQ  welfive,  the  flrat  aentimeiit 
irhioh  Impreaaes  itself  upon  the-  mind,  b,  of  mti- 
tnde  to  the  Omnipotent  Disposer  of  all  Qood,  fbr 
the  oontinusnee  of  the  Bgnal  blesdnga  of  his  Fror. 
idence,  uid  especially  for  tliat  bealui  which  to  aa 
nnosiul  extent,  hw  prevatled  within  onr  bordeis; 
and  for  that  abnnduioe  whieb,  In  the  vleisrftadea  of 
the  •easona,  Iiss  been  scattered,  with  profodon, 
over  onr  land.    Nor  onght  we  leas  to  aaciibe  to 


PiiVliWik— UttUtoB  W.  Tuwnll,  Jidm  BudiiliilL 
Xtirik  CbraHM.— ITsthuUl  Haeaa,  Jolm  Biuah. 
SmA  Ou-eMia— Joba  ailllud,  Bobot  Y.  H^'d*. 
6i>rgia.—3.  IfoPhnioD  Bcrrlan,  Thami*  W.  OMt. 
XMlnotii,— Bldiud  >L  JohstoB,  Jolm  Bovu. 
TiHUUHM'-Jalui  Hsnrj  Elton,  Ba^  L,  WUta. 
(Wo.— Wm.  H.  Huitaon,  BaqJuilB  Bag^«. 
ZooMOfta.— Joilah  8.  Johuton,  DMdntqnB  BoaUaBji 
Indiana,— yiaem  Hmdrlcki,  Juim  IToU*. 
JflMtM^HA— Fnrhitui  Ellli^  Thoout  H.  WDUuu 
TUAuAi.— BUu  K.  Kut.  Jew*  B.  TbwDU. 
JJalntioUK—'Zeiaj  Ohunban,  WUIUm  B.  Kl>^ 
JflMmK— I)aTldBut<m,Tboinia: 


glc 


DEBATX8  or  OONOBB88. 

rmiimft  Jfumfft. 


Id  irbkh  the  g«itenl  conation  of  tbe  CbTtttUn  mt- 
tiOTu  hu  been  auiiked  w  eitetulTel;  by  pease  and 
prospeiitj. 

Europe,  irlth  >  Sew  partial  and  onliappj  eicep- 
tioni,  hu  ei^ojred  ten  jrean  of  peace,  daring  wbich 
an  her  GoreranieDU,  whatever  the  theory  ol  their 
conetitntiODi  tBt,j  have  been,  are  locoeadTel  j  taught 
to  ftel  that  the  end  of  thdr  hudtntion  U  the  luppl- 


K  of  the  people,  and  that  tbe  eierdae  of  powei 
■mongakeit  MnbejaatlAedotdrb;  thaUeaaUigat' 
eoniiBn  apou  those  orer  whom  it  li  extended. 


.......  T  inteieoDTM  with  all 

IbMe  nMl<»«  hai  been  padllo  and  MendlT — h  m 
~     <  tbe  eloM  of  jotir  last  •    ' 
I  baa  oeconed  In  ow 


r  Mlatlona 
with  uj  one  of  them.  Id  the  cammendal  and  iwt- 
Igulon  ifMem  of  Gnat  Biit^  Importaot  ehaogei 
of  mnnSdpal  regulation  haTe  raeentlT  iMeci  aano- 
tioned  hj  aeti  of  Pariiament,  tbe  effisot  of  whidi 
upon  tbe  Iniereete  of  other  nationi,  and  paitlenlarir 
npoo  oun,  hai  not  jet  been  ftaUj  developed.  Id 
the  recent  renewal  of  the  diplomalSo  mlMoni  on 
both  udea,  between  tbe  two  Ooreminenta,  aiBur> 
anon  have  been  given  and  reeei*ed  of  the  oondn*- 
ante  and  imereaae  of  the  mutual  oonMenoe  and  oor- 
ditUtj' bj  whieb  the  at^uMmentof  manjpelntaof 
diftrenee  had  alreadr  been  eflbeted,  and  which 
•flbrditbe  anreit  pledge  for  the  tdtlniate  nlfalBeto- 
r;  atKnttmant  of  thoae  wUoh  «til]  ramatn  open,  or 
BU17  hereafter  ariie. 

The  polio;  of  the  United  Sutee,  In  their  eonmup- 
dal  Intel vu  MM  with  ether  nationa,  baa  alwaj*  been 
«f  the  moat  liberal  eharaeter.  In  the  mntval  ei- 
ebui^  at  their  i««peetlTe  prodoctioaa,  iitej  have 
abetained  Utogether  from  prohltdtlona;  tbe;  have 
Inierdieted  theaiMl'fM  the  power  of  lajliig  taxea 
upon  exports,  and,  wbenerer  tliey  have  &Tored 
their  own  aUpping,  bf  apedal  preEereiwef,  or  ei- 
dwif  e  privll^M  m  their  own  porta,  it  has  been 
onl;  wUh  a  Ttew  to  ooanterrul  dndlar  fovor*  aod 
eietttiions  granted  bj  tbe  nationa  with  whom  we 
bave  been  engaged  In  traSe,  to  thdr  own  pei^ile 
w  ddpping,  and  to  tbe  diaadiantage  of  onn.  hn- 
Dtdialalir  afler  (be  oloie  of  tbelaatwar,  a  propoud 
WM  fiiilj  maOe  b;  the  act  of  Congrea*  of  the  Sd  of 
Kanh,  ISlfi,  to  all  tbe  maritime  oatiou,  to  laj 
Mide  the ijatenof  aetaUatkig  veslrictiona and  ei- 
deAtai,  and  to  place  the  ahh^ing  of  both  partiM 
to  thecommoa  trade  on  afiMlingef -eqaaUtT,  In 
raspeet  to  the  dndea  of  tODMge  tod  impost  TUa 
efll»  was  partlall;  and  aoMMalvel;  aooepted  b; 
Great  Britain,  Sweden,  the  NetherlandL  the  Hu- 
■ntioatiea,PTu^a,«a>diDla,tbe  Dttke  of  Oldan- 
d  Pnada      It  was  «lto  adopted,  imder  «ep- 


tlon  with  Ptutee.  And,  br  tbe  act  ef  -CongRM  of 
tbe  sth  Janoar]',  1BS4,  It  haa  reoelTed  ■  new  oon- 
maation,  with  all  the  natioH  who  had  aoeeded  to 
it,  jud  haa  been  oBared  again  to  all  those  who  are. 


by  it.    But  an  these  p^ , 

Babed  by  (Mttj  or  by  mmrfdpal  e , 

Milt  aabject  to  «De  important  restriction.  The  re- 
Boral  of  diacfimlnalbg  duties  of  tonnwe  and  of 
iaport,  la  Umbedta  ai&les  of  the  growth,  prodnee, 
w  ■BBobcme,  of  the  00WK17  to  wUcb  tbe  tmmI 


bektogs,  or  to  tath  arUoka  aa  are  most  osnaOy  Brat 
■hipped  from  her  porta.  It  will  deeerve  the  eerious 
conBderation  of  Congresa,  whether  even  thia  rwB- 
nant  of  reaOictlon  may  not  be  nfely  abandoned, 
and  whether  the  general  tender  of  equal  competi- 
Uon,  made  in  tbe  act  of  8tb  January,  ISU,  may 
not  be  extended  to  include  all  article  of  merchant 
diae  not  prohibited,  of  what  country  soever  they 
may  be  the  prodoee  or  nunnfkctnre.  Propoaitiona 
to  thiiefftet  have  alreidj  been  made  tool  by  more 
than  one  European  government,  and  it  la  prob^le, 
that,  if  once  estubltsbed  by  le^station  or  compact 
with  any  dlitineuithed  maritime  state,  It  wonld 
recommend  Itsell,  by  the  experience  of  Its  advan- 
tuw,  to  the  generai  aoceisioa  of  alL 

The  Convention  of  Commeree  and  Navigation  be- 
tween Um  United  Btates  and  France,  concluded  on 
the  Uth  of  Jnne,  181S,  was,  in  the  understanding 
alldintent  of  both  partlM,aa  appears  upon  its  face, 
only  a  tnoporary  arrangement  of  tbe  points  of  dif- 
ference between  them,  of  the  most  immediale  and 
ptesaing  nrgeney.  It  was  Bndted,  lo  the  irst  Id- 
slance,  to  two  years,  from  the  1st  of  Ootober,  ISSS, 
but  with  a  proviso,  that  it  should  frtrther  conUnoe 
fai  foroe  tU]  the  coodurion  of  a  general  and  deflidte 
treaQr  of  oomsseroe,  nnleaa  terminated  by  a  notice 
six  months  in  advance,  of  either  tit  tbe  parties  to 
the  other.    Ha  mwratlMi,  so  fkr  aa  It  extended,  haa 


uaOyai 


n ;  and  it  still  continue* 


ol^ts  of  great  interest  t* 
and  subjects  of  both  oountrles,  and  partloulaily  a 
mass  of  olaima,  ta  -ooudderable  amount,  of  dtisens 
of  the  United  Btates  upon  the  Oovemment  of 
IVanee,  of  indemnity  for  property  taken  or  destroy* 
ed  under  drcnmatanoes  of  the  most  aggravated  and 
e«bageoua  oliaraoter.  In  the  long  period  duriog 
wUch  oontinnal  and  earnest  AppMla  have  been 
made  to  the  equity  and  magnaniinity  of  France,  In 
bebslfof  these  clahna,  their  justioe  baa  notbem, 
it  eouM  not  be,  deided.  It  was  hoped  that  the 
eeaaion  of  a  new  sovereign  to  An  throne  would 


have  aSnded  a  &varable  oppertDoity  for  present. 
Ing  tbem  to  the  oonsidsmUoD  of  Ua  Goverrmieut. 
Ibey  have  been  presented  aod  urged,  hitherto,  with- 
out efllscL  The  repeated  and  earnest  representa- 
tions of  our  mnlater  at  the<;oartof  France,  remain, 
as  yet,  even  withoot  an  answer.    Were  the  demands 


would  have  been  oblahtsd.  ntere  are  kive  amounts 
of  aimiUr  eUlna  upon  the  Netlieriaadat  Naples,  and 
Denmark.  For  those  upon  Spdn,  prior  to  1S1V, 
indemnity  was,  after  many  yearsof  patient  fbrbear- 
•noe,  «l)tidiied,  and  those  upon  Sweden  have  been 
latdy  oompromlsed  ^  *  private  settlem^  ia 
■Uch  the  cUmanta  tnesMolves  have  aoouieseod. 
nw  Govemments  of  Denmark  and  of  Naples  ha*» 
been  reoently  remlnded«f  those  yet  existing  scainst 
tbem ;  nor  will  si^  of  them  be  forKotten,  while  a 
hope  ma^  be  indulged  of  obtldning  Justice,  by  the 


.  .  within  the  constitntiousl  power  of  tbe  E 
ntive,  and  without  reeorting  to  those  measures  of 
sslfndreaa,  which,  aa  well  as  the  time,  eircumatan- 
oes,  and  occaalDns,  which  may  require  tbem,  ar« 
within  tbe  eiehuive  competoicy  of  tbe  LegUa- 

OD  tbatlam  enabled  to 
JttfUt  irilhvUohlte 
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BepubUo  of  ColombU  bas  nude  wtit&ction  tbr 
well-esUblishsd  cUinia  of  i.  dmilu'  cbanuiter.  And 
•moDg  the  dodumeiitB,  now  commuiiicated  to  Con- 
greM,  will  1>«  duUnguiahed  a  Treaty  of  Commerce 


of  the  LegiBl&tnre.  The  negoCiaCioii  of  mmiki  tiea- 
ties  iriUi  bJI  the  independent  Soath  Anericui  States, 
hu  been  cODtempUted,  uid  may  fet  be  ac«ODi- 
pliahed.  The  baoa  of  them  aU,  ai  proposed  bj  tbe 
United  Statei,  baa  been  laid  in  two  pTbiciplea ;  the 
one,  of  entire  and  unquiUtted  tedproctty;  the 
other,  the  matoal  obUgation  of  the  parties  to  place 
eaoh  other  pennanentlT  upon  tlie  footing  of  the 
moat  &Torea  nation.  Theee  primJple*  are,  indeed, 
indiipenMble  to  tbe  effectoai  emancipation  of  tbe 
American  liemispbere  from  tbe  tliraldom  of  colo- 


niiing  monopoliea 


eTent  rafddiy 
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vhich  the  raaistanoe  atiU  oppoaed  in  certain  parM 
of  Europe  to  the  acknowledgnwnt  of  the  Sonthem 
American  BepattUea  m  ind^endent  Statea,  wiH,  it 
la  beliered,  oontiibnte  more  elEeetaallj  to  accom- 
pUeh.  The  time  has  Iwen,  and  that  not  Mtnot«, 
when  Home  of  thoee  States  ndgfat,  in  tlieir  amiona 
de^  to  obtain  a  oonunal  ree^^gnition,  har*  ao- 
oeptcd  of  a  nominal  independence  clogged  with 
biiTdensoine  oondiUons,  and  excludve  commercial 
pirilegeB,  granted  to  the  nation  from  whiob  they 
nave  separated,  to  the  diMdvantage  of  all  othera. 
niey  are  no«  all  aware  that  snob  ooncesdons  to 
any  Eoropean  nation,  would  be  incompatible  with 
that  independence  which  they  have  declared  and 
maintiined. 

Among  tiie  msasores  which  luve  been 
to  them  by  the  new  relations  with  one 
ioi^g  from  tbe  recent  changea  of  their  condition, 
Ii  that  of  assembling,  at  the  Istbmoa  of  Fanama,  a 
Congreas  at  which  each  of  tbem  ahould  Im  repre- 
sented, to  daliberste  opon  objects  bnportant  to  the 
wel&re  of  alL  The  Kepablles  of  Colomlua,  of  Mex- 
ico, and  of  Central  Amerloa,  bave  already  depnl«d 
Ftenipotentlariea  to  anch  a  meeting,  and  they  liaTS 
loTited  tbe  United  States  to  bo  also  represented 
tlwK  by  their  udniattts.  Hie  inritadon  baa  besn 
accepted,  and  miniiten  on  the  part  of  the  ViJted 
Statea  wiU  be  commiadoned  to  attend  at  those  de- 
Bberallons,  and  to  talie  part  In  tfaem,  so  fkr  ss 
may  be  eompatibla  with  tlut  nentrality  fi«m  wUcli 
It  ui  neither  oar  intontioD,  nor  the  dedre  of  tbs 
other  American  States,  that  wo  ahoidd  depart. 

The  Commigdonen  under  the  seventh  article  of 
the  Tre*tj  of  Ghent,  have  so  neatly  completed  their 
ardnoos  labors,  that,  by  tbe  report  recently  receir- 
ed  from  tbe  agent  on  Uie  part  of  tbe  United  States, 
there  ia  reason  to  expect  tlist  the  conuniaaion  will 
be  closed  at  th^  next  session,  appcdnted  for  the 
S3d  of  Hay  of  the  ensuing  year. 

Tbe  other  eommlarioD,  appealed  to  ascsrtsin 
the  indcmnltiss  dns  for  sIstcs  carried  away  fMm 
Uie  United  States,  after  the  ckse  of  the  late  war, 
bsTe  met  with  some  difhmlty,  wtilob  baa  delayed 
thdr  progress  Id  tbe  inquiry.  A  reference  lias 
been  made  to  the  Britiah  GoTemmsnt  on  the  aub- 
Jeet,  which,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  tend  to  hasten 
ttie  dedaion  of  tiie  Commiaaioners,  or  aerre  as  a 
■nbatitate  for  it.  i 

Among  tlie  powers  speotflcally  granted  to  Con- 
gren  by  tbe  cons^tntion,  arc  tboae  of  establishing 
nnifbrm  lawa  on  the  sntject  of  bankmptdea  throogb- 
oot  the  United  Slates,  and  of  proriding  for  orgao- 


iong,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  "l^'tTs,  and  for 
Koveming  rach_  part  of  Uiem  as  may  be  employed 
m  tlie  serrice  of  tbe  United  Statea.  The  magni- 
tude and  complexity  of  tbe  interests  affected  by 
legislation  upon  these  sulyecta,  may  account  for  the 
fact,  that,  long  and  often  aa  both  of  diem  hare  oc- 
cupied tbe  attention,  and  animated  the  debates  of 
Congress,  no  ajstems  bare  jet  t>een  devised  for 
fuUliUng,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commuiuty,  the 
duties  prescribed  by  these  grants  of  power.  To 
conciliate  tlie  claim  of  the  indiiidnal  *^t"j*n  to  the 
emOyment  of  personal  liberty,  with  tlie  efEKtiTe 
obligation  of  iniTate  oontraota,  Is  tbe  ^ffioolt  [oob- 
lem  to  be  a<HTed  by  a  law  of  banlmiptcy.  nieae 
are  otyecta  of  the  deepest  interest  to  society; 
afTectlng  all  that  ia  piedous  in  tbe  existence  ti 
moltlindes  of  persona,  many  of  them  in  the  classes 
essentially  dependent  and  hclpleas;  of  tbe  age  re- 
quiring nurtore,  and  of  the  sex  entitled  to  ])nite> 
tion,  from  tbe  free  acency  of  the  parent  and  tlie 
'     The  oHtaiUiation  of  tbe  militia  ia  yet 

pensable  to  the  iiberOssof  ti~ — 

'  r«  mifitia 

i  It  is  Dy  the  militia  that  we  are 
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uensable  to  tbe  libertiss  of  the  oonntir. 
It  is  only  by  an  «llbctiv«  mibtia  that  we  ean  at 
eqjoy  tbe  n 


i,  and  Ud  dellanoe  U 


foreign  aggreasloi  .  , 

oonstitated  an  armed  nation,  sisudiag  in  perpetnal 
pan<^y  of  defence,  in  the  preaance  iMTall  the  other 
nations  of  the  earth.  To  this  end,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary, if  possible,  so  to  shape  its  organization  as 
to  giTe  It  a  more  niJted  and  actiie  energy.  There 
are  laws  for  establishing  a  uniform  ■"'<<<'«,  tbrongh- 
ont  the  United  States,  and  for  arming  and  eqaq>- 
fing  its  whole  body ;  bat  it  is  a  body  of  dislorated 
members,  without  the  vigor  of  nuit£.  snd  having 
little  of  uniformity  but  the  nanw.  To  infiise  inta 
this  most  impottaat  instltatfon  the  power  of  which 
it  is  susceptible,  and  to  make  it  available  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Union,  st  the  shortest  notice,  and  at 
thsmaUestsxpenseposdUeof  time,  of  life,  sndtrf 
treasure,  are  among  tbe  benefits  to  be  selected 
from  the  perseverinp  deliberations  of  Congress. 

Among  the  nnequi  vocal  In^ScatJons  of  our  natlonsl 
prospeiity.  Is  the  fiooriahfng  state  of  out  finanoea. 
The  revennea  of  ths  prcssnt  yesr,  from  all  their  prin- 


prcssnt  yesr,  from  all  tbeir  prin- 
dpsl  sources,  will  exceed  the  antidpationa  of  tbe  IssL 
The  bslancs  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  <tfJantiai7 
hat,  was  a  UCtleshort  of  two  mHUons  of  doUsia,  ex- 
dndve  of  two  mimwis  and  a  half^  bdng  the  mtaelr 
oftbs  loan  of  five  millions,  authonied  by  the  act  m 
Seth  May,  1BS4.  The  recdpU  into  tbe  Treasury, 
from  tbe  Oist  of  Janouy  to  Um  80th  of  Ssstember, 
extduslvo  of  the  other  nunsty  of  the  same  loan,  ar« 
estimated  st  ncteeu  millions  five  hundred  tbonsand 
dollars;  and  it  is  expected  that  those  of  the  cur- 
rent quarter  will  exoeed  flve  millions  of  dollars; 
forming  sn  aggregate  of  receipts  of  nearij  twesty- 
two  n^ons,  mdependent  of  tbe  loan.  The  ex- 
penditures of  tbe  year  will  not  exceed  that  sum 
more  than  two  millions.  By  those  expenditmea, 
nsBilj  dght  millioDS  of  tbe  ^oioclpal  of  the  pnbUo 
debt  have  been  discharged.  More  tbsn  a  h^Hiob 
and  a  half  has  been  devoted  to  Ute  debt  of  gratitDde 
to  the  wuriors  of  the  Bevolstion;  a  neariy  equal 
sum  to  tbe  constmetion  of  fwllfloationB,  utd  the 
acqoiation  of  ordnance,  and  other  petmanstit  jmn- 
aiMMis  of  DstioDal  defence;  half  a  million  to  tM 
gradual  increase  of  tbe  Nsvv ;  an  eqial  warn  for 
purchases  of  territory  from  Ois  Indisas,  and  p». 
ment  of  amuilties  to  them ;  and  iqnrards  of  »  mO- 
lien  fsr  objeots  of  internal  improTsmsnt,Mitlioiised 
by  spedal  acta  of  the  last  OtmgiMi.    B  w«  add  M 
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tfaeae,  foar  millioiiB  of  dollars  for  pa jment  of  inter- 
ett  upon  the  pnblic  debt,  there  remsinB  a  sum  of 
abont  aeTen  milions,  vhlch  haye  defrayed  thn 
whole  expense  or  the  administration  of  OoYern- 
mcDt.  in  iU  LeeisUtive,  EiecullTO,  and  jQdiciBT7 
Departmenta,  iuoluding  the  lupport  of  the  militarj 
■nd  naval  establiahntenta,  and  all  the  occadoa^ 
cooUugencieH  of  a  GoTermnant  co-ezte&mTe 
the  DnioD. 

The  sntouat  of  dntiea  secured  on  merchandiae 
imported  uoce  the  commencemeDt  of  the  year,  it 
aboQt  tventj-fiTe  milhonB  aod  a  half;  and  that 
which  will  accrue  dnnng  tho  current  quarter,  is  ea- 
timated  at  five  millions  and  a  half;  fhim  these 
thirty-one  milHooB,  deducting  the  drawbvska,  cati 
matad  at  leaa  than  aereo  milliona,  a  sum  eioeediaj 
twenty-four  millions  will  conatitule  the  reTenue  o 
tlie  year ;  and  will  exceed  the  whole  expenditure 
of  ihe  year.  The  entire  amount  of  publlo  debt 
lemuning  dne  on  the  first  of  January  next,  will  be 
ahort  of  eighty-oue  miUioiu  of  dollars. 

By  an  act  (rt  Con^resB  of  the  third  of  Uaroh  last, 
a  loui  of  twelve  mulions  of  dollars  wsa  authorized 
atfoorandahalf  percent.,  or  an  eichange  of  stock 
to  that  amount  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  a 
stock  of  six  per  cent.,  to  create  a  fund  for  extin- 
gidaluDg  an  equal  amount  of  the  public  debt,  bear- 
mg  sa  interest  of  Ai  per  cent.,  redeemable  in  1826. 
An  account  of  the  measures  taken  to  give  effect  to 
lUs  act,  win  be  hid  before  you  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  TreAaory.  As  the  object  vhlch  it  had  in  view 
baa  been  but  partially  accomplished,  it  will  be  for 
the  Goonderation  of  Congress,  whether  the  power 
with  vldcb  it  clothed  the  Eiecative  shoold  not  be 
renewed  at  an  early  day  of  the  present  session,  and 
nnder  what  modifications. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  Uarch  lost,  di- 
recting the  Becretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sabscribe, 
in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales, 
for  one  thousand  five  hondred  shares  of  the  cu)ital 
stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany, baa  been  eieeuted  by  the  bcIuhI  subscription 
for  the  amount  specified ;  and  such  other  measures 
bare  been  adopted  by  that  oBliyr,  under  the  act, 
■a  the  fulfilment  of  it4  intentions  reqmres.  The 
latMt  Accounts  received  of  this  important  undertak- 
ing, uithotixe  the  belief  that  it  is  in  sucoeceful  pro- 
gress. 

"Hie  payments  into  the  Treasury  from  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  daring  the  present 
year,  were  estimated  at  one  million  of  dollars.  The 
actual  receipts  of  the  first  two  quarters  have  tUlcn 
Tery  little  short  of  that  sum  j  it  Is  not  expected 
that  the  second  half  of  the  year  wiQ  be  equally  pro- 
dnctive;  but  the  income  of  the  year  from  that 
Eoiiroe  may  now  be  safely  estimated  at  a  alDion 
ud  &  half.  The  act  of  Congress  of  18th  l[ay,  1B24, 
to  pForide  for  the  extinguif^mient  of  tho  debt  due 
l4>  th«  Uniecd  States  by  the  purchaaera  of  pubUc 
lands,  waa  limited,  <q  its  operation  of  re&ef  to  the 
pnxchsMr,  to  the  lOth  bC  April  last.  Its  effect  at 
the  end  of  the  quarter  daring  which  it  expired,  was 
to  reduce  that  debt  &om  ten  to  seven  milliotie.  By 
the  <qMration  of  similar  prior  laws  of  relief,  from 
And  sance  that  of  2d  of  March,  1821,  the  debt 
bad  been  redaoed,  from  upwards  of  twenty-two 
nilliaiM,  to  ten.  It  is  exceedingly  desirable  Uiat  it 
■hoold  be  exUngnished  altogether;  and  to  fatiliCata 
that  oonsommation,  I  recommend  to  Congress  the 
reviTMl  fbr  one  year  moie,  of  the  act  of  eighteenth 
]|»7,  1884,  with  snch  proTiedonal  modifloation  as 
Vou  Vm.— 28 


may  be  necessary  to  guard  Che  publlo  interests 
against  fraudulent  pracUcee  in  the  resale  of  the 
relinquiahed  land.  The  purchasers  of  public  lands 
are  among  the  most  oseful  of  our  fellow-citizenB ; 
and,  siuce  the  system  of  sales  for  cash  alone  boa 
been  introduced,  great  indulgence  has  been  justly 
extended  to  those  who  had  previously  purchased 
upon  credit.  The  debt  which  bad  been  contracted 
under  the  credit  sales  had  become  unwieldy,  and 
its  eitinction  was  alike  advantageous  to  the  pur- 
chuer  and  the  public.  Under  the  system  of  sales, 
matured,  as  it  has  been,  by  experience,  and  adapt- 
ed to  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  the  lands  will  con- 
tinue, as  they  have  become,  an  abundant  source  of 
rcvenae ;  and  when  the  pledge  of  them  to  (he  pnb- 
lic creditor  shall  have  been  redeemed  by  the  entire 
discharge  of  the  national  debt,  the  swdling  tide  of 
wealth  with  which  they  replenish  the  common 
Treasury  may  be  made  to  reSow  in  unfailing  streams 
of  unprovemeut  &om  the  Atlantic  to  the  Faraflo 

The  condition  of  the  various  branches  of  the 
public  service,  resorting  &om  the  Department  of 
War,  and  their  administration  during  the  cnrrent 
year,  will  be  exhibited  in  the  report  of  the  Becreta- 
ry  of  War,  and  the  accompanying  documents  here- 


To  counteract  the  prevalence  of  desertion  among 
the  troops,  It  bos  been  suggested  to  withhold  from 
the  men  a  small  portion  of  their  monthly  pay,  until 
the  period  of  their  discharge ;  and  some  expedient 
appears  to  be  necessary  to  [ft'eserve  and  maintain 
among  the  officers  so  much  of  the  art  of  hoiaenuui- 
ship  as  could  scarcely  fail  to  be  found  wonting,  on 
the  posdble  sudden  eruption  of  a  war,  which  should 
overtake  us  unprovided  with  a  ^gle  corps  of  cav 
airy.  The  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  un- 
der the  restrictions  of  a  severe  but  paternal  super- 
intendence, recommends  itself  more  and  more  to 
the  patronage  of  the  nation ;  and  the  number  of 
meritorious  officers  which  it  forms  and  introduces 
to  the  public  serWce,  Aimishee  the  means  of  multi- 
plying the  undertokingB  of  public  improvements  to 
which  their  acqnirements  at  that  institution  are 
peculiarly  adapted.  The  school  of  Artillery  Prac- 
tice, established  at  Fortress  Honroe,  Is  well  suited 
to  the  same  purpose,  and  may  need  the  ^d  of  fur- 
ther legislative  provision  to  the  same  end.  The 
reporls  of  the  various  officers  at  the  head  of  the 
administrative  branches  of  the  military  service, 
connected  with  the  quartering,  clothing,  subsist- 
ence, health,  and  pay,  of  the  Army,  eihibit  tba 
assiduous  vigilance  of  those  officers  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  respective  duties,  and  the  faithful  ac- 
countability which  has  pervaded  every  part  of  the 

Our  relations  with  the  numeroos  tribes  of  aborig- 
inal natives  of  this  coontry,  scattered  over  its  ex- 
tensive surface,  and  so  dependent,  even  fbr  Ihdr 
existence,  upon  out  power,  have  been,  during  the 
prasent  year,  Ugbly  Interesting.  An  act  of  Con* 
Kreu,  of  aetb  Hay,  1834,  made  an  appropriation  to 
oefi^  the  expenses  of  making  tretOtes  of  trade 
and  filendsbip  with  the  Indian  trities  beyond  the 
Misnssippf.  An  act  of  8d  March,  18SS,  aulhoriied 
treaties  to  be  made  with  the  Indians  (br  their  con- 
sent to  the  making  of  a  road  from  the  frontier  of 
MSeouri  to  that  of  Hew  Mexico.  And  another  set, 
of  the  same  date,  provided  for  defraying  the  ex- 
peoBBS  of  holding  treaties  with  the  Siavx,  Cblppr- 
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wtji,  UeaotnenieB,  Baoki,  Faxes,  Ic.,  for  the  pur- 
poM  of  eiUblufaing  bouodkriei  knd  promoting 
peace  betveen  sud  tribes.  The  firat  and  the  last 
olyectB  of  these  acts  have  been  accomphBhed,  and 
the  aecoDd  u  ; et  in  t,  process  of  eiecution.  The 
ti«alJei  which,  since  the  last  session  of  ConKres*. 
hare  been  concluded  with  ibe  seTeral  tribes,  will  be 
laid  before  the  Senate  for  their  ooniideratlam,  con- 
formablj  to  the  emistitntion.  They  comprise  large 
and  TaloabU  acquisitiooa  of  tenitorj;  and  thej 
•ecnre   an    w^uetment  of   boondaries,   and  gii 


On  the  124lii>rFebraaTTlMt,a  treatTvasrigned 
at  the  IiuUao  Springs,  between  CommissioDers  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  and  cer- 
tain chiefk  and  IndiTidnals  of  the  Creek  Nation  of 
Indiana,  which  was  receiTed  at  tbe  Beat  of  Ooiecn 
ment  ool;  a  verj  few  dafs  before  the  close  of  thi 
iMt  sesmon  of  Congress  and  of  the  late  Adminis- 
tntion.  Tbe  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  was 
given  to  it  on  tbe  Sd  of  March,  too  late  for  It  to  re- 
ceive the  ratification  of  the  then  Frevdent  of  tbe 
United  States;  it  was  ratified  on  tbe  Ith  of  March, 
ondec  the  aniuq)eoling  Impresilan  that  it  kad  been 
Desotiated  in  good  faitli,  and  in  the  confidence  in- 
•p&ed  bj  the  reconunenda^n  of  the  Senate.  The 
aaboeqnent  tranaactitns  In  Mktion  to  this  treatj, 
will  fom  the  mbjeet  of  a  separate  Message, 


as  for  pnrpMes  of  internal  improTement,  so  fiu'  as 
thej  have  been  eipeoded,  have  lieen  &itiifullj  ap- 
I^ed.  '  Their  progresB  has  been  dekved  faj  tbe 
want  of  suitable  officers  for  supeiiDtending  tbem. 
An  increase  of  both  the  corps  of  Engineers,  Milita- 
ry and  Topegraphieil,  was  receniDieDded  by  my 
predecessor,  at  tbe  last  session  of  Congrem.  The 
reasons  upon  which  that  recommendatiati  was 
founded,  aubsist  in  all  their  force,  and  hate  acquired 
additional  orgeQcy  since  tbat  time.  It  may  also  be 
eipedient  to  organize  the  Topographical  Engineers 
into  a  corps  anuiar  to  the  present  eitablishment  of 
the  corps  of  Engineers.  The  Hililary  Academy  at 
West  Point  will  ftandsh  from  the  Cadets  annually 
graduated  there,  offlcera  well  qnalifled  for  carrying 
this  meanre  into  eSect. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  for  Internal  Improve- 
ueol,  appointed  for  carrying  Into  execution  tbe 
Actof  Congreeaof  SOthaf  A^l,  1S24,  "toprocuK 
the  necetsary  snrreys,  plans,  and  ettimatea,  on  the 
■nlijeet  of  roads  and  canals,"  have  been  ac^vely«Q- 
gtged  in  that  service  tn>m  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
don  of  CongteM.  They  have  completed  tbe  sop- 
T«ya  necessary  for  asoertiining  the  practicability  of 
a  oaoal  from  ihe  Chesapeake  Bay  to  the  Ohio  River, 
and  are  preparing  a  nH  report  on  that  snlljeet ; 
which,  when  completed,  will  be  laid  before  you. 
The  same  obserration  is  to  be  made  with  regard  to 
the  two  other  objects  of  national  importance  upon 
which  the  Board  liAve  been  occulted ;  namely,  the 
•ceompliihmeat  of  a  natienal  road  from  this  dty  to 
New  Orieani,  and  the  practie^ility  of  oDiling  the 
waters  of  Lake  Menphramagog  with  GoiuieellcDt 
Blrtr,  and  the  impr*vemeat  of  Urn  navigadon  of 
that  rirer.  The  lurreys  have  been  made,  and  are 
nearly  completed.  The  report  may  be  expected  at 
an  eaily  period  during  the  present  sesneu  of  Con- 


The  Acts  of  CongreM  of  tho  lut  leidaa,  relative 


I  to  tbe  surveying,  marking,  or  laying  out,  roads  in 
the  Territories  of  Horida,  Arkansas,  and  Michigan, 
from  Missouri  to  Mexico,  and  for  the  contlnuaUon 
of  the  Cumberland  Road,  are,  some  of  them,  fully 
.  executed,  and  olbers  io  the  process  of  eiecuUoo. 
Those  for  completing  or  commendng  fortilicatioDS, 
have  been  delayed  only  so  far  as  tbe  Corps  of  En- 
rineers  has  been  inadequate  to  furnish  oEQcers  for 
toe  necessary  Buperiulendeoce  of  the  woriiB.  Under 
the  act  confirming  the  statutes  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  three  CommissioDeii  on  tbe  part 
of  the  Umted  States  have  been  appointed  for  open- 
ing books  and  receiving  subscriptions,  in  concert 
with  a  like  number  of  Gommisdancrs  appointed  on 
tbe  part  of  each  of  those  States.  A  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  has  been  postponed,  to  await  tbe 
definitive  Report  of  tbe  Board  of  Engineers.  The 
light-bouaes  and  monnmenta  for  the  safety  of  our 
commerce  and  mariners ;  the  works  for  the  secuiiiy 
of  Plymouth  beach,  and  for  the  preeervation  of  the 
islands  in  Boston  harbor ;  hare  roceiied  the  atten- 
tion  required  by  the  laws  relating  to  those  objects 
respectively.  The  continualion  M  the  Cumberland 
Road,  the  most  important  of  them  all,  after  snr- 
mountlng  no  iucOOSiderKble  difficulty  In  fixing  apwi 
the  direction  of  the  road,  has  commenced  under 
tbe  most  promising  auspices,  with  the  improve- 
ments of  recent  invention  in  the  mode  of  construc- 
tion, and  with  the  adTaotace  of  a  great  reduction 
la  the  comparatire  cost  of  tbe  work. 

The  operation  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary penaloners,  may  deserve  tbe  renewed 
consideration  of  Congress.  The  act  of  IBth  March, 
1618,  while  it  made  provition  for  many  meiitorous 
and  indigent  citizens,  who  had  served  in  the  War  of 
Iikdependence,  opened  a  door  to  numerous  abusea 
and  impositions.  To  remedy  this,  the  act  of  1st 
May,  1820,  exacted  proofs  of  absolute  indigence, 
which  many  really  in  want  were  unable,  and  all, 
susceptible  of  that  delicacy  which  is  allied  to  many 
virtues,  must  be  deeply  rductant  to  give.  The  re- 
sult has  been,  that  some  among  the  least  deserving 
have  been  retained,  and  some  in  whom  the  requisites 
both  of  worth  ana  want  were  combined,  have  been 
stricken  from  the  list.  As  the  numbers  al  theee 
Tenecable  rehcsofan  age  gone  by  diminish ;  as  tbe 
decays  of  body,  mind,  and  estate,  of  those  that  sur- 
vive, must,  in  tbe  common  course  of  nature,  in- 
crease ;  should  not  a  more  liberal  portion  of  indul- 
gence be  dealt  out  to  themF  May  not  the  want, 
in  most  instances,  be  inferred  from  the  demand, 
when  the  service  can  be  duly  proved ;  and  may  not 
the  last  days  of  human  inSrmitj  be  spared  tbe 
mortification  of  puicba^og  a  [dttance  of  relief  only 
hf  the  exposure  of  its  own  necessiiies  t  I  submit 
to  Congress  the  expediency  either  of  providing  t<a 
individual  cases  of  this  description  by  special  en- 
actment, or  of  revising  the  act  of  iFt  May,  1820, 
with  a  view  to  mitigate  the  rigor  of  Ita  exclunona, 
in  tavor  of  peraens  to  whofii  charity  now  bestowed 
can  scarcely  discharge  the  debt  of  justice. 

The  portion  of  the  Naval  force  of  the  Union  in 
actual  service,  has  been  cbisfly  employed  on  three 
stations :  tbe  Mediterranean,  the  coaats  of  Sooth 
America  bordering  on  tbe  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the 
West  Indies.  An  occadonal  cruiser  has  been  aent 
to  range  along  the  Airican  shores  most  polluted  bj 
the  traffic  of  slaves;  one  armed  Teasel  has  been 
stationed  on  the  coast  of  oar  eastern  bonndarr,  to 
cruise  along  the  fishing  gronnda  in  HadNu'a  Bay, 


,  CocH^lc 


DEBATES  or  OONGRESS. 


188G.] 


[SaxAis, 


udoDthecoutofl^ndor;  ud  tiie  firtt  terriee 
•f  t,  new  MgaM  hM  been  peffbrmed  In  mtorlDg 
to  hia  nMlre  hO,  and  domcatio  eqjojmiMU,  the 
T«Unn  bet«  wfaoM  Tonthfiil  blood  mod  treasure 
hid  frealj  Sowed  la  the  eaoaa  of  our  eoimtrj'i  In- 
dependence, end  whoae  whole  life  bad  been  a  wriee 
of  terrioeB  and  ncHficea  to  the  Improvement  of  faie 
leDow-men.  The  Titit  of  Ocnend  LafiijeU«,  alike 
honorable  to  hinaelf  and  (o  oar  countrj,  doeed,  aa 
It  had  ooBuaeoMd,  with  the  most  aKeting  teali- 
noniik  of  daroted  attachment  on  bit  part,  and  of' 
imbouded  gratltnde  of  tbif  people  to  him  In  retnm. 
It  iriU  fona,  beraafter,  a  pleadog  incident  In  tbe 


TItt  constant  malnlenaaeeof  a  small  aqaadnn 
lu%be  Heilittnnnean,  ia  a  neoessarj  aabatitnte  Ibr 
the  homUiatingahematiTe  of  pajing  tribMe  br  tbe 
mesrity  of  onr  eommeree  In  that  sea,  and  foe  a  pre- 
«trioupeMe,at  the  meNfcf  every  espiioe*f£MT 
Bubai;  Stales,  by  whom  it  was  Gable  10  be  violat- 
ed. An  ad^donal  motive  for  keeping  a  respeeta- 
ble  force  stationed  there  at  this  time,  is  found  In 
the  mirittme  war  raginr  between  tbe  Oteeks  sod 
the  nirin;  and  in  wUch  the  nenCral  narlgatton  of 
Ihii  Vnien  is  slwi;e  in  danger  of  ontrage  and  dep- 
redatltm.  A.  few  iostanoes  nave  ooennred  of  in^ 
depredotiona  npon  onr  merchant  veeaeli  by  priva- 
laen  or  [arates  wearing  the  Grecian  Sag,  but  iritli- 
oat  real  anUiOTity  froin  the  Greek  or  any  other 
Sovenaiant  The  heroic  stm^lea  of  tbe  Gneks 
thenmlvea,  in  which  «nr  warmest  synpatUei  as 
Freemen  and  Qwlatiaiw  faave  been  engaged,  have 
conthiaed  to  be  maintained  with  vidsmndea  of  aoc- 
eeei  advene  and  &vorable. 

Sndlar  motlvea  have  rendered  ezpe^nt  tbe 
teepfng  of  a  like  force  en  the  coasle  of  Fern  and 
Chin  on  the  Padfie.  Tbe  Inegnlar  and  oenvuUve 
ebaraeter  of  tbe  war  open  the  ihorea,  has  been  ex- 
tmded  to  the  oonBiels  npon  tbe  ocean.  An  active 
waibre  baa  been  kept  np  for  veats,  with  ahoniate 
eaeoeas,  tboogli  generaDf  te  ttie  advantage  of  the 
American  paJtrieta.  Bat  tbelr  naval  forces  have 
not  always  been  ondw  the  centrol  «f  Ifaeir  own 
Govenunenta.  Blockadea,  aqfutiflabte  npon  any 
sckaowledged  prind^  of  international  law,  have 
been  prodtaimed  by  irfSeet*  in  eommand;  and 
thougfa  (Uaavowed  hj  the  sapreme  sntiiariUeB,  the 


of  oor  navy.     Comp 
been  made  by  thecal 


by  thecMUModeraof  (he  Spanish  Boyal 
~  bat  tbe  most  effective  proteo- 
flag,  and  the 
■  ■manning  ■fficOrS.  The 
eessatton  of  the  war,  by  the  eomplete  triiunpb  of 
the  patriot  oanee,  has  removed,  h  is  hoped,  all  eaosa 
of  dWasion  with  one  party,  and  afl  veeage  of  force 
tt  the  other.  Bat  an  mmettled  eosst  of  mai^  de- 
gree* of  latitude,  ibrming  a  part  of  oar  own  Terri- 
tory, and  a  flourisliing  oonmenw  and  fldwir,  ex- 
tending to  the  island!  of  tbe  Padflo  and  to  China, 
Mm  reqnire  that  the  protecdng  power  of  tbe  Union 
iboold  be  ^splayed  nnder  Ita  flag  as  well  npon  the 
ocean  as  npon  Uie  land. 

Tbe  ottjecta  of  tbe  West  India  sqaadion  have 
baen  to  cany  Into  ezeonHon  tbe  law*  for  the  tap- 


presslaD  of  the  AMeaa  riave  trade :  for  tbe  pro- 
teeOon  of  onr  commeroe  against  veMcls  of  idratleBl 
ebaiactar,  tboagh  bearing  eomndssions  from  dtber 
of  the  belUgeteBt  parties:  for  Us  protection  againM 
■BieBeo^'  -—  *— 


wotgeota,  dnr- 


ii»  the  present  year,  have  been  acctKnpliuied  m 
efeotnaUytbanat  any  former  period.  The  AiMoaa 
dave  trade  has  long  been  eieladed  bom  the  nae  of 
onr  flag ;  and  if  some  fow  dtUeos  of  our  eonntry 
have  oantinnad  to  set  the  laws  of  ttte  Dnion,  as  wai 
as  those  <rf  natora  and  hnmanity,  at  defiance,  by 
persevering  in  that  abominable  traffic,  it  baa  been 
only  iy  sheltering  tbemsslves  ander  tbe  banners  of 
other  nations,  lea  eanwst  for  the  total  extinction 
of  tlie  trade  than  otna.  The  irregnlar  privateeia 
have,  within  Ae  last  year,  been  in  a  gieat  meaanre 
banidted  tnm  tbosa  seas;  and  tbe  grates,  for 
months  past,  ^paar  to  tiave  besn  almost  entirely 
sweft  away  from  the  borders  and  tbe  Aotes  of  m 
these  regions.    IHm  native, 


coumand,  en  that  trying  and  perUoas  service,  have 
been  crowned  with  ^gnal  mccess,  and  ai«  entitled 
to  the  qiproliation  eftbdr  cMntry.  Bat  experi- 
enee  has  shown,  that  not  even  a  tempoiary  Mnen- 
don  or  rdaistion  from  asrfddty  can  be  ioddged 
on  that  station,  witbont  TtprodudDf  piraey  and 
murder  in  all  their  horrors ;  nor  is  it  prolMMe  that, 
for  years  to  come,  onr  immensdy  valoable  oom- 
meree  in  those  teas  can  navigate  in  secority,  with- 
out the  steady  contlnoance  of  an  armed  force  devot- 
ed to  its  protection. 

It  were  indeed  a  vdn  and  daogwons  Utadon  to 
believe,  that.  In  the  preeent  or  proliable  condition 
of  bmnan  society,  a  oommeroe  so  extendve  and  so 
rich  aa  oon  ooold  exist  and  be  parsaed  in  safety, 
without  the  eontlonal  support  of  a  military  marine 
—the  only  arm  by  which  the  power  of  tUs  OonlM- 
eney  can  be  estbnatBd  or  fett  by  fof^gn  nations, 
and  the  only  atanilliig  military  force  whii 
never  be  dangerous  tr " — " — ' 


ir  own  liberties  at  boms. 


ttabDshment,  theiefora. 


that  gigantle  growth  with  wbidi  the  nadon  U  ad- 
vaodnKin  itseanar,  li  among  the  snl^eets irtiich 
have  trendy  oocupiad  the  foredght  (tf  tbe  last  0(Mt- 
gresB,  and  which  will  deserve  your  seiioas  dsllbem- 
Onr  navy,  commenced  at  an  eariy  period  of 


with  the  indpient  ei 
ty  reeouroea,  and  the  comparative  indigeiwe  of  onr 
In&ncy,  was  even  then  found  adaqoato  to  eepe  with 
ail  tlie  powers  of  Barbery,  mve  the  first,  and  with 
one  of  Uie  [nlnaipal  maritime  power*  of  Europe. 
At  a  period  of  ftartbar  adraneeuent,  b«t  wfth  little 

nstained  with 

I,  bnt  covered 


only  dnce  the  doas  of  the  late  w  , 
number  and  forceof  tbe  lUpa  of  wUch  It  ins  com- 
posed, it  ooold  deserve  the  name  of  a  navy.  Tet 
It  retains  naariy  tbe  sasoe  o^anisatioD  as  when  It 
condatsd  only  ^ five  frigates.  Tbemleaand  regor 
latlMu  fay  wbkh  tt  k  governed,  earnestly  call  for 
revlsioD,  and  tlw  want  M  a  Naval  Bcbod  of  Instrso- 
tloB,  correspODding  with  tbe  IQUtary  Academy  at 
West  Fomt,  for  the  fomstlon  of  sdeotifio  and  a^ 
iplidied  offioeis,  is  folt  with  dsily  hkeiesdng  t^ 
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lag  an  eiimlDiUop  4nd  turrs;  of  tbe  hi>rbor  of 
durlMtoD,  in  South  Cuoliiia,  of  St.  Hary's,  in 
Oeorglk,  aod  of  tbe  Gout  of  Florida,  and  for  other 
parpowa,  has  been  executed  so  far  as  the  appro- 
priMioD  would  admit.  Those  of  the  M  of  Ilarch 
bust,  Butborizing  the  eatabluhtnent  of  a  nar;  jacd 
•ad  depAt  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  in  the  Onlf  of 
Heiico,  and  authoridcg  tlie  building  of  ten  sloops 
of  war,  and  for  other  purposes,  are  in  the  course  of 
eitcutioQ:  for  the  piJticulara  of  which,  and  oOm 
objects  couuGcted  with  tliis  Department,  I  refer  to 
tiiu  Report  of  tbe  Seoretar;  of  the  Nar; ,  herewith 


A  Report  from  the 
■ubniitted,  exhibiting  the  preaaat  flourishing  c 
dittos  of  that  Oepertmeat.  For  Uie  first  time 
nanj  jears,  the  receipts  for  the  jear  ending  on  tti« 
in  of  July  last,  exceeded  the  eipenditDres  daring 
the  same  period,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  fortj- 
Stb  thouawid  dollars.  Other  facts,  equally  credita- 
ble to  the  admiiustradon  of  this  MparCmeut,  are, 
that,  in  two  jears  from  the  lat  of  Jul;,  1828,  an 
Improvement  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
A*e  thousand  doll«i*  in  lla  pecnnlair  aHaiia,  has 
bsenTealiied;  thfttiutheBaueintBrral  theincreMe 
of  the  transpoitatjon  of  the  mail  hac  ezooeded  one 
uUUon  five  hondred  thousand  miles,  annuillj ;  and 
that  one  Uionsand  and  forty  atw  post^fficea  hare 
been  established.  It  hence  appears,  that,  noder 
JudidouB  uumagemeiit,  the  Income  front  this  estab- 
liibment  may  be  rehed  on  as  fiillj  adequate  to  de- 
tftj  its  expenses ;  and  that,  by  the  discontinuance 
of  pos^rosds,  altogether  unprodootiTe,  othen  of 
more  useful  character  may  be  opened  d!l  Uie  di- 
oulatlon  of  the  mail  shall  keep  pace  with  the  ^>read 
of  our  population,  and  the  comforts  of  friendly  cor- 
nspondance,  tbe  cichaages  of  internal  traffic,  and 
the  lights  of  the  periodical  pnea,  shall  be  diatriba- 
ted  to  tbe  remotest  comers  of  the  Union,  at  a 
obarge  Scarcely  perceptible  to  any  individual,  and 
without  the  cost  of  a  dollar  to  ibe  pablio  treas- 

Upon  this  first  oocasioa  of  addresstng  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Union,  with  which  I  hare  been  hon- 
-ored,  in  presenting  to  their  view  the  executlDn,  so 
&r  aa  it  has  been  eSleoted,  of  the  measures  sanc- 
tioned by  them,  for  promoting  the  internal  im- 
proTement  of  our  country,  I  cannot  close  the  com- 
munication without  recommending  to  thedr  calm 
«Ad  persevering  oon^deration  the  general  principle 
in  a  more  enlarged  extent.  The  great  object  of  the 
institution  of  civil  govemmeat,  la  the  improvement 
of  the  condition  of  those  who  are  parties  to  the 
social  compact.  And  no  government,  in  whatever 
form  constituted,  can  accomplish  tbe  ikwEhl  ends  of 
Its  institution,  but  in  proportion  as  it  improves  th^ 
oondition  of  those  over  whom  it  is  esubUabed. 
Koads  and  canals,  by  multiplying  tuid  fikcihlating 
tbe  communicadons  and  intercourse  between  dis- 
tant regions,  and  multitudes  of  men,  are  among  the 
hkM  important  means  of  improvement.  But  monU, 
poUtieal,  intellectual  improvement,  are  duties  as- 
signed, by  the  Author  of  our  existence,  to  social, 
no  less  than  to  individual  man.  For  the  fulfilment 
of  those  duties,  governments  are  invested  with 
power;  and,  to  the  att^nment  of  the  end,  the  pro- 
gresoive  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  gov- 
erned ;  the  eierciBe  of  delegated  power,  is  a  duty  as 
Mored  and  indispensable,  u  the  usurpsboa  of  power  i 
not  granted,  is  crimimd  and  odious.  Among  the  i 
flnt,  peilMfs  the  rery  flrat  iDstrumeot  tot  the  im<  I 


provement  of  the  condition  of  men,  is  knoiriedce; 
and  to  the  acquisition  of  much  of  the  knowlet^ 
adapted  to  the  wants,  the  comforts,  and  eqiOTments 
of  human  lift,  public  institntions,  and  semtnuifa  of 
leuning,  are  eiSentiaL  So  convinced  of  this  was 
the  first  of  my  predeceMOrg  In  this  office,  novr  first 
in  the  memory,  ss,  living,  he  was  first  In  the  hearts 
of  our  country,  that,  once  and  again,  in  his  sddresseB 
to  the  Congresses  with  whom  he  co-operated  in  the 
public  service,  he  eameatiy  lectanmended  the  es- 
tablishment of  SemiiMiiea  of  Learning,  to  prepare 
for  all  ^  enuisenoiesof  peaee  ud  war — a  nation- 
al university  and  a  nulitary  academy.  Vfiib  respect 
to  the  latter,  had  he  lived  to  the  f)resent  day,  in 
turning  his  eyes  to  the  institution  at  West  Point, 
he  would  have  ei^yed  the  gratification  of  his  most 
eameet  wishes.  But,  In  Burveyiug  the  city  which 
has  been  honored  with  his  came,  he  would  have 
seen  the  spot  of  eaitb  which  be  bad  destined  and 
bequeathed  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  his  ooont^, 
as  the  dt«  for  a  nniverdty,  atill  bare  and  barren. 

In  aastuning  her  station  among  the  civilized  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  it  would  seem  that  oar  cooAtry 
had  contracted  the  engagement  to  contribtite  her 
share  of  mind,  of  labor,  and  of  expense,  to  the  im* 
[Hwvement  of  those  parts  of  knowled^  which  Be 
beyond  lb»  raaoh  «  individoal  acqmdlioni  and 
particularly,  to  geogt«phkBl  and  astronondeal 
scienoa.  Looking  back  to  the  history  only  of  tbo 
half  centnry  since  the  Declaration  of  our  Independ- 
ence, and  observing  the  generous  emulation  with 
which  the  Qovemments  of  France,  Great  Brittdn, 
and  Rusria,  have  devoted  the  genius,  the  intelli- 
gsnoe,  the  treasures  of  their  respective  nations,  to 
the  oonuoon  improvement  of  the  species  in  these 
branches  of  science,  ia  it  not  incombeut  npon  us  to 
inquire,  whether  we  are  not  bound,  by  obligations 
of  a  high  and  honorable  cbaracter,  to  coutribato 
our  portion  of  energy  and  eiertioo  to  tbe  common 
stock  f  The  voyages  of  discovery,  prosecuted  in 
the  oourse  of  that  time,  at  the  expense  of  thoee  nk- 
ttons,  have  not  only  redounded  to  their  glorj,  bat 
to  the  improvement  of  honuji  knowledge.  We 
have  been  partakers  of  that  improvement,  and  owe 
for  It  a  sacred  debt,  not  only  of  gratitude,  but  of 
equal  or  proportional  exertion  in  the  same  comnuMi 
cause.  Of  the  coat  of  these  undertakings,  if  the 
mere  eipenditares  of  outfit,  equipment,  and  com- 
pletion of  the  expeditions,  were  to  be  considered 
the  only  charges,  it  would  be  unworthy  of  a  great 
and  generous  nation  to  take  a  second  thought.  One 
hun£«d  expeditions  of  drcnmnavigation,  like  thow 
of  Cook  and  La  Fennue,  would  not  biu^n  the  ez- 
ohe<iuer  of  tbe  nation  fitting  them  out,  so  moeh  aa 
the  ways  and  means  of  defi^ying  s  sngle  csmpaign 
in  war.  But,  if  we  take  into  the  account  the  Uvea 
of  those  benefiKtors  of  nuukind,  of  which  th^ 
services  in  the  cause  of  thdr  q>ecles  were  the  pur- 
chase, how  shall  the  cost  of  those  heroic  <enl«t- 
prises  be  eatimsted  ?  And  what  compensation  cmi 
ade  to  them,  or  to  their  countries,  Ibr  them  t 
not  ^  bearing  them  In  slIiMitiouate  i  iisisiii 
Be  f  M  it  not  still  more  by  imitating  their  ex- 
ample r  by  enabling  countrymen  of  our  own  to  por- 

e  thesamecareer,  end  tohanrdthdrUvesistlM 

me  cause  T 

In  inviting  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Internal  improvements,  upon  a  view  thus 
enlarged,  it  is  not  my  design  to  recommend  the 
equipment  of  an  expedition  for  drcunmavigating 
the  ^obe  for  porpoaea  of  scieoUSa  research  ud  in- 
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tpArj.  We  bave  objecta  of  useful  inreetigstion 
oemter  home,  &nd  to  whicb  aar  cares  msj  be  more 
beiieflciftU;r  applied.  The  Interior  of  our  own  terri- 
toriM  baa  yet  been  very  Imperfectly  eiplored.  Our 
coasts,  kloDg  nuiDT  degrees  of  Utitude  upon  the 
shores  of  tbe  FaciSc  Ocean,  though  much  freqneot- 
ed  by  our  sjdrited  commerdsl  nsTigston,  bare 
been  rarely  visited  by  our  public  ships.  The  lirer 
of  the  West,  first  fbllj  disoOTered  and  navigated  by 
a  coantrymao  of  oar  own,  still  bears  the  naioe  of 
the  ship  in  which  be  ascended  its  waters,  and  claims 
tbe  protection  of  our  armed  national  flag  at  its 
mouUu  With  the  establlEbment  of  a  military  post 
there,  or  at  Bome  other  point  of  that  const,  recom- 
mended by  niy  predeceseor,  and  already  matured, 
in  tbe  deliberations  of  the  last  Congress,  I  would 
nggett  the  expedieocy  of  connecting  the  eqnipment 
of  a  pnbUc  ship  for  the  exploration  of  the  whole 
Northwest  coast  of  this  continent. 

The  establishment  of  a  uniform  standard  of 
Weights  and  Heaaarea,  was  one  of  the  speoiflo  ob- 
jects contemplated  in  tlie  fbrmatioa  of  oar  coomII- 
tntion ;  and  to  fix  that  standard,  was  one  of  tbe 
powers  delegated  by  express  terms,  in  that  instru- 
ment, to  Congress.  Hiie  Governments  of  Great 
Britain  and  France  have  scarcely  ceased  to  be  occbt 
jned  with  inquiries  and  speculations  on  tbe  same 
sabject,  since  tbe  existence  of  our  constitution,  and 
with  them  it  has  expanded  into  profound,  laborious, 
■Dd  expeosiTe  researches  into  the  figure  of  the 
earth,  and  the  comparatiTe  length  of  tbe  pendtfiam 
vibnttiag  aeconds  in  various  latitudes,  from  the 
Eqoator  to  the  Pole.  These  researches  have  re- 
■uited  in  the  composition  and  publication  of  several 
works  highly  interesting  to  the  eauae  of  science. 
The  eiperiinenls  are  yet  ia  the  process  of  perfonn- 
anc«>  9ome  of  tbem  hare  recently  been  made  on 
our  own  shores,  within  the  walls  of  one  of  gur  own 
colleges,  and  partly  by  one  of  our  own  fellow-citt- 
lena.  It  would  be  honor«b1e  to  oar  country  if  tbe 
sequel  of  tbe  same  experiments  should  be  connte- 
nanced  by  the  patronage  of  our  Government,  as  they 
have  hitherto  been  by  those  of  France  and  Britain. 

Connected  with  the  establishment  of  a  Unlvei^ 
sity,  or  separate  ttom  t^  might  be  undertaken  the 
ereedoD  of  an  astronomical  observatory,  with  pro- 
vtoon  for  the  RDpport  of  an  astronomer,  to  be  in 
constant  attendance  of  observation  npon  the  phe- 
nomena of  the  heavens;  and  for' the  periodical 
poblication  of  his  obaervationa.  It  is  with  no  feel- 
ing of  pride,  as  an  American,  ttiat  the  remark  may 
be  nuuie,  that,  on  the  comparatively  small  territo- 
rial aurface  of  Earope,  there  are  existing  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  these  light-bouses  of 
the  skies ;  while,  throughout  the  whole  American 
bemisphere,  there  is  not  one.  If  we  reflect  a  mo- 
ment npon  the  discoveries,  which,  in  the  last  four 
centuries,  have  been  made  in  the  physical  constitu- 
tion of  the  universe,  by  the  means  of  these  hdld- 
inp,  and  of  observers  stationed  hi  them,  shall  we 
doabt  of  their  usefulness  to  every  nattonT  And 
wUIe  scarcely  a  year  panel  over  onr  heads  without 
brinKing  some  new  aatronomloal  discovery  to  light, 
which  we  mnst  bin  Medve  at  second  hand  fiom 
Europe,  are  we  lift'  cnttiw  oaTsetvce  off  from  the 
maaits  of  returning  light  for  Ught,  while  we  have 
neither  observatory  nor  observer  upon  onr  half  of 
tbfB  globe,  and  the  earth  revolves  in  perpetual  dark- 
DCM  to  our  unsearcbing  eyes  1 

When,  on  the  BBth  October,  1791,  the  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  announced  '     " 
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the  result  of  the  first  enumeration  of  t1 
tants  of  this  Union,  he  informed  them  that  the  19- 
tnms  gave  the  pleasing  assarance  that  the  popida- 
tion  of  the  United  States  bordered  on  fbur  miltions 
of  persons.  At  the  distance  of  thirty  years  from 
that  time,  the  last  enumeration,  Gve  years  since 
completed,  presented  a  popdation  bordering  upon 
ten  millions.  Perhaps,  of  all  the  evidences  of 
a  prosperooB  and  happy  condition  of  human 
society,  the  rapditj  of  tlie  increase  of  popu- 
lation is  tbe  most  unequivocal.  But  tbe  demon- 
stration of  our  prosperity  rests  not  alone  upon  tbia 
indication.  Our  commerce,  our  wealth,  and  the 
territories,  have  increased  h 


has,  since  that  time,  nearly  doubled.  The  legisla- 
tive representation  of  the  States  and  people,  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  has  grown  with  Uie  growth 
of  tbeir  eonstitceat  bodies.  Tbe  Bouse,  wh!^  then 
consisted  of  siity-five  members,  Dow  numbers  up- 
wards of  two  hundred.  The  Senate,  which  con- 
^ated  of  twenty-sii  members,  lias  now  forty-eight. 
But  tbe  Executive,  and  stilt  more  tbe  Judiciary  De- 
partments, are  yet  in  a  great  measure  confined  to 
their  primitive  organiiation,  and  are  now  not  ade- 
quate to  the  argent  wauls  of  a  still  growing  com- 

mnnity. 

The  naval  armaments,  which,  at  an  early  period, 
forced  themselves  upon  the  necesaties  of  the  Union, 
soon  led  to  the  establishment  of  a  Department  of 
the  NavT.  But  the  Departments  of  Foreign  AJWts, 
and  of  the  Interior,  which,  early  alWr  tbe  formation 
of  tbe  Government,  bad  been  united  in  one,  con- 
tinue so  united  at  this  time,  to  the  unquestionable 
detriment  of  the  public  service.  The  multiplication 
of  our  relations  with  the  nations  and  Goremmenta 
of  the  old  world,  has  kept  pace  with  that  of  our 
population  and  commerce,  while,  within  the  last  ten 
years,  a  new  family  of  nations,  in  onr  own  hemi- 
sphere, has  arisen  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  with  whom  oor  intercourse,  commercial  and 
political,  would,  of  itself,  furnish  occupation  to  an 
active  and  industrious  Department.  The  constitu- 
tion of  the  Judiciary,  eiperimental  and  imperfect 
as  it  was,  even  in  the  infancy  of  our  existing  Gov- 
ernment, is  yet  more  inadequate  to  the  administra- 
tion of  national  justice  at  our  present  maturity. 
Nine  years  have  elapsed  since  a  predecessor  in  tins 
office,  now  not  tbe  last,  the  dtizen  who,  perhaps,  of 
all  others  throughout  the  Union,  contributed  most 
to  the  formation  and  estabUshment  of  our  constitu- 
tion. In  bia  valedictory  address  to  CoDgrest,  imme- 
diately preceding  his  retirement  from  public  Ufe, 
urgently  recommended  the  revision  of  the  Judiciary, 
and  the  establishment  of  an  additional  Executive 
Department.  The  exigencies  of  the  public  service, 
and  its  unavoidable  deGciencies,  as  now  in  exercise, 
have  added  yearly  cumulative  weight  to  the  con- 
siderations presented  by  him  as  persuasive  to  the 
measure ;  and  in  recommending  it  to  your  delibera- 
tions, I  am  happy  to  have  the  influence  of  his  high 
authority.  In  ud  of  the  nndoubting  convictions  of 
my  own  experience. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  admbistration  of  the 
Patent  Office,  are  deserving  of  mach  oonaideration, 
and,  perhaps,  susceptible  of  some  improvemeDt. 
The  grant  of  power  to  regulata  the  action  of  Con- 
gress on  this  subject,  has  specified  both  the  end  to 
be  obtained,  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  ef- 
fected— to  promote  the  pi-ogress  of  science  and 
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nMfal  arts,  bj  •ecuring,  for  limited  Umes,  to  tuthon 
aod  inTeiiton,  the  eiclu^ve  right  to  their  respec- 
tive  writing  and  diecoieriea.  If  an  hooeit  prid« 
might  be  Indolged  In  the  refleciJOD  that,  on  the  re- 
cordt  of  tb*t  office,  ire  already  fonod  inveDtioDS, 
the  (uefilliieM  of  which  has  aorcelj  been  tnn- 
fcended  in  the  uuuUt  of  haman  ingenuity,  would 
not  its  exultation  be  aUajed  by  the  ioquicy,  whether 
th4  laws  haTS  eDectirely  insured  to  the  inTeuton 
the  reward  destined  to  them  by  tbe  constitution — 
■Ten  ■  limited  temt  of  eicIuaiTe  right  to  theh;  dis- 


erected^the  United  St*tet  In  the  Ca[utol,  at  the 
titj  of  Wtshington ;  that  tlie  &milj  of  Genend 
Washington  shcnihl  be  requested  to  p^mit  his  bodj 
to  be  depouted  under  it ;  and  that  the  monument 
be  so  designed  as  to  commemorate  tbe  great  erents 
of  his  militarj  and  political  life.  In  reminding 
Congress  of  this  resolution,  and  that  the  monument 
contemplated  by  it  remains  jet  without  execuUon, 
I  shall  indalge  only  the  remarks,  that  the  works  at 
the  Capitol  are  approaching  to  completion;  that 
(he  consent  of  tbe  fsmO;,  dMJied  b j  the  resolulion, 
was  requested  end  obtained ;  that  a  moaument  has 
been  recently  enoted  In  this  dty,  orer  the  remains 
of  another  dlstingnished  patriot  of  the  KeTolulion ; 
Mid  that »  spot  us  been  reaerred  withia  tbe  walls 
where  jon  sm  deUbsratiug  for  the  beueBt  of  this 
and  fliture  ages,  in  which  the  mortal  remains  may 
be  deposited  of  him  whose  spirit  hoTers  over  jon, 
and  listens,  with  delight,  to  ever;  act  of  the  Bcpre- 
seutatiTes  of  his  nation  which  can  tend  to  exalt 


Is  a  charter  of  limited  powers.  After  full  and 
solemn  delitteration  opon  all  or  any  of  the  objects, 
which,  nned  by  an  uredatible  sense  of  my  own 
duty,  I  nan  recommended  to  your  attention, 
shoidd  yon  come  to  the  oonolosion,  that,  howeTer 
dedrabjs  in  themsdres,  the  enactment  of  laws  for 
effecting  them,  would  transcend  the  powers  com- 
mitted to  you  by  that  venerable  instrument  which 
we  are  all  bound  to  support ;  let  no  consideration 
induce  you  to  assume  the  exercise  of  powers  not 
granted  to  yon  by  the  people.  But,  if  the  power 
to  exercise  eicIu^Te  leeialBlion  b  all  cases  whatso- 
erer  over  the  District  of  Columbia ;  if  the  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises, 
to  pay  the  debts,  and  proTide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  itellare  of  the  Ujiited  States ;  if 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions and  among  the  scTeral  States,  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes  ;  to  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and 
measures ;  to  establish  post  offices  and  poat  roads  ; 
to  declare  war ;  to  raise  and  support  ariuiei ;  to 
provide  and  <"-'"■■'"  a  navy ;  to  dispose  of,  and 
nuke  all  needful  roles  and  regulations  respecting, 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States ;  and  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  he 
neceeaary  and  proper  for  carrying  these  powers 
into  eieoutiOD.  If  these  powers,  snd  others  enu- 
merated in  the  constitution,  may  be  etTectually 
brought  into  acUoa  by  laws  promoiing  the  im- 
proiemeut  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manu- 
mctores,  the  cultivation  and  encouragement  of  the 
mechanic  and  of  tbe  elegant  arts,  the  advance- 
ment of  literature,  and  the  progress  of  the  sciences, 
ornamental  and  profound, — to  refrain  bom  eier- 
cUng  them  fat  the  ben^t  of  tbe  people  them- 
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selves,  would  be  to  hide  in  tbe  earth  the  talent 
committed  to  our  charge — would  be  treachery  to 
the  moat  eacrcd  of  tmtts. 

The  ipirit  of  improvement  is  abroad  upon  the 
earth.  It  stimulates  the  heart,  and  sharpens  the 
faculties,  not  of  our  fellow-citizens  alone,  but  of  tbe 
nations  of  Europe,  and  of  their  nilen.  While 
dweDlog  with  plesang  satisfaction  upon  the  snperior 
excellence  of  our  political  institutions,  let  us  not  be 
unmindful  that  hbeKy  is  power,  that  the  nation 
blessed  with  the  laigeet  portion  of  Ubcrty,  must,  in 
proportion  to  iis  numbers,  be  tbe  most  powerAil 
nation  upon  earth ;  and  that  the  tenure  oC  power  by 
man,  is,  in  tbe  moral  purposes  of  his  Creator,  upon 
condition  that  it  shall  be  exercised  to  ends  of  be- 
neficence, to  improve  the  coiuUtioa  of  bimself  and 
bis  fUtow-men.  While  fort^  nations,  lees  blessed 
with  that  freedom  which  is  power,  than  ouiaelvea, 
are  advancing  with  ^gantic  strides  in  the  career  of 

Eibiic  improvement ;  were  we  to  slumber  in  indo- 
Dce,  or  fold  up  our  arms  and  proclaim  to  the 
world  that  we  are  palsied,  by  the  will  of  onr  con- 
stituents, would  it  not  be  to  cast  away  the  bounties 
of  Providence,  and  doom  oorselves  to  perpetual  in- 
ferioHtyt  In  the  course  of  the  year  now  drawing 
to  its  close,  we  have  beheld,  under  the  auapceo, 
uid  at  tbe  expense  of  one  Slate  of  this  Union,  a 
new  University  nnfolding  Its  portals  to  the  bods  of 
Sdence,  and  holding  up  tbe  torch  of  homan  im- 
proremeot  to  eyes  that  seek  the  light.  We  have 
seen,  under  tbe  persevering  and  eulighlened  enter- 
prise of  another  State,  the  waters  of  our  Western 
Lakes  mingled  with  those  of  the  Ocean.  If  onder- 
takings  like  these  have  been  accomplisbed  in  the 
compass  of  a  few  years,  by  the  authority  of  siogle 
members  of  our  Confederation,  can  we,  the  Repre- 
sentative authorities  of  tbe  whole  Union,  fall  b^ind 
our  feUowserySDts  in  the  exercise  of  tbe  trust  com- 
mitted to  us  for  the  beoeSt  of  our  common  sover- 
eign, by  the  accompUshment  of  works  important 
to  the  whole,  and  to  which  neither  the  anthoiity 
nor  the  resources  of  any  one  State  can  be  ade- 

ilnally,  fellow-citizens,  I  shall  await  with  cheer- 
ing hope,  and  liutbfiil  co-operation,  the  result  of 
yoor  deliberations ;  assured  that,  wiUiout  eneroadi- 
ing  upon  the  powers  reserved  to  the  authorities  of 
the  respective  States,  or  to  the  people,  you  will, 
with  a  due  sense  of  your  obligations  to  your  coun- 
try, and  of  the  bigb  responwbilities  weighing  npoa 
yourselves,  give  efficacy  to  the  means  committed  to 
you  for  the  common  good.  And  may  He  wha 
searches  the  hearts  of  ibe  children  of  men,  prosper 
your  exertions  to  secnre  the  bteaaings  of  peaee, 
and  promote  the  highest  welfare  of  our  country. 
JOHN  QDIKCY  ADAMS. 

WasHisotON,  DtetntbtT  S,  IBSfi. 

Wxduhdat,  December  7. 
Committee  on  AgrievltuTe. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  oonaidei*- 
tjoa  of  t^e  following  reeoltitioQ,  snbmitted  hj 
Mr.  f^vDLAT ; 

"  Saolved,  That  tbe  SOth  nde  bf  the  Beaal«  be 
amended,  by  adding  thereto  *a  Committee  on  A^ 
ricultore.' " 

Ur,  FiKDiAT  Bud,  that,  when  be  broaght 
forward  the  eabjeot  on  a  former  iaj,  U  waa 
urged  in  oppoution,  that  tiie  mlyeiBt  of  Agri- 
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onltnre  vaa  not  within  the  soope  of  that  body, 
and  that  ther  ooold  not,  therefore,  l^tislate  re- 
q»ectiiig  it  beyond  the  Dietriot  of  Oolnmbia. 
Mr.  F.  said  it  vas  hla  opinion,  that  the  three 
great  branches  of  domestio  indnatry,  Oom- 
meroe,  MaonfaotDrea.  and  A(i;ric<iltnre,  were  all 
equally  entitled  to  the  care  and  protection  of 
the  GoTemmeut.  The  Senate  had  directed  the 
wtAbllshment  of  a  Oommittee  on  ManofaotureB 
as  veil  as  on  Ckimniero&  and  he  saw  uo  reason 
why  agricnitare  shonld  oot  receive  the  same 
attention  from  the  Senate.  It  might  he  al- 
leged, that  the  connection  between 
and  agricnltiire  rendered  a  commitiee  o 
latter  mibject  nnneoessary.  To  this  positii 
tliought  there  might  be  eioeptions.  In  legis- 
lating on  commerce,  certain  laws  might  I 
pass^  which  might  operate  to  the  depresw< 
of  agrieoltnre ;  laws  encoara^ng  to  a  great 
extent  the  importation  of  articles  in  a  raw 
state,  which  might  oome  in  competition  with 
the  home  materials  which  agriculture  far- 
niahed  in  abondaoce.  Things  ooold  not  be  in 
this  state  withont  the  agricultarists  having  a 
right  to  complain,  and  all  their  complaints 
wonld  amomit  to  nothing  at  all,  if  there  were 
no  eommittee  to  which  their  petitions  could  b« 
Afeired.  All  snljeote  ooming  before  the  Sen- 
ate that  might  putioalady  i^erfere  with  the 
Intereata  of  agricnltnre^  on^t  to  be  referred  to 
sQoh  S  oommittee,  who  wonld  r^iort  a  modifl- 
oaMon  of  the  laws,  or  snggeet  new  ones,  lii. 
F.  c(Hicladed  by  saying,  he  had  snbmitted  this 
resolution  from  tbe  dictates  of  dnty,  and  he  did 
not  thint  it  necessary  to  say  any  thing  further 
on  the  Eulject. 

Hr.  Eouaa,  of  Maine,  wished  very  much 
that  the  gentlemBn  fhnn  Fennsylvania  had  in- 
formed uiem  what  snob  a  oommitt«e  would 
have  to  do.  Gould  any  of  them  know  what  ita 
dntiea  wonld  oonnst  in  1  Oonld  he  point  ont 
any  one  thins  it  conld  report  upon ;  any  thing 
relating  to  the  raising  of  cotton  or  of  cattle  t 
What  power  wonld  the  committee  have  I  Was 
it  to  afford  information  to  the  people  on  the 
■nltfect  of  agrieoltare,  or  to  brug  in  reports 
on  which  Oongress  was  to  act  t  Itr.  H.  said  he 
waa  opposed  to  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee of  information;  Dttt  if  the  gentieman 
would  point  ont  any  one  thing  which  properly 
belonged  to  sooh  a  oommittee,  or  showhow  the 
oonunittee  was  to  act,  he  did  not  know  bnt  he 
should  be  disposed  to  indulge  him  with  bis 
Tot« ;  bnt  he  confessed  be  conld,  himaellV  think 
of  no  one  thing ;  it  was,  perhaps,  owing  to  his 
want  of  nnderstanding  on  the  subject,  ont  be 
oonid  not  see  what  the  oommittee  wonld  have 
b>  do.  If  be  were  one  of  that  committee,  end 
that  gentleman  were  Qie  obairman,  and  could 

ere  no  Airther  information  on  the  subject  than 
had  now  done  to  the  Senate,  be  should,  cer- 
tainly, be  greatly  at  a  lots  what  to  do. 

The  qneMion  waa  then  taken  on  the  neola- 
tion  of  Mi.  Fibvlat,  and  decided  by  yeas  and 
aaya,  as  follows: 

Ta*a.— Mmwi.  Baitcn,   Bell,   Benton,   Ouae, 


Dickerson,  Edwards,  iladlay,  Haync,  Hendricks, 
JohuBon  <^  Eentncky,  Johnston  of  loui^uia,  Eane, 
EniRbt,  Harks,  Noble,  Bobbios,  Buggies,  Seymour, 


if  jUabuna,  Macon,  Hills,  Bowan,  Tan  Bonn,  ai 
Van  Dyke— 14. 

So  the  reeolntion  was  agreed  to. 
ImpritmmeTU  foir  Debt. 

The  Senate  then  jmiceeded  to  conMder  tbe 
following  reeolntion,  sabmitted  or  Wednesday 
last,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentooky ; 

"Saoitti,  That  a  comn^ttee  be  appointed  to 
inqnira  Into  the  expediency  of  aboMiiDg  unprisoo- 
meot  for  debL" 

Ur.  Unxa,  of  Massaehnsetta,  uM  tUs  was  a 
subject  which  had  occopied  mneh  <rf  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  Senate^  and  he  shonld  be 
glad  to  have  it  thoronghly  examined,  that  soma 
coarse  might  be  adopted,  some  proposi^toi 
made,  which  should  meet  with  the  wprobation 
of  a  majority  of  (he  Senate.  But  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  appointment  of  a  Select  0<Nn- 
mittee  at  the  present  tame  for  that  pnrpoae. 
Amongst  the  great  variety  of  subjects  in  the 
President's  Ueaas^  Ur.  IL  said,  there  was  one 
he  bad  reoommended — and  he  thanked  him  for 
it — tbe  estaUiahment  of  a  unifwm  system  (d! 
bankruptcy  in  tlie  0inted  States,  in  pnrsnanoe 
of  tbe  express  delegation  of  that  power  to  Oon- 
gress by  the  eonstitntion ;  and  it  waa  easy  to 
see  that  it  was  a  snl^ect  conneoted  with  the 
proportion  now  bron^t  forward ;  and,  when- 
ever they  exercised  tiut  power,  nil  the  evils,  of 
which  there  was  so  mnoh  eomplunt,  wonld  be 
efieotnally  remedied.  As  soon  as  tbe  Standing 
Oommitteea  were  ^>p^ted,  that  part  of  the 
Heesage  which  rdated  to  the  snMect  cX  bank- 
raptcj  wonld  be  referred  to  one  of  them,  prob- 
ably the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary,  and, 
when  it  was  so  referred,  that  committee  would 
then  have  before  it  the  very  subject  to  which 
the  gentleman  now  wished  to  oidi  the  attantimi 
of  the  Senate,  and  iai  whieb  be  wished  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Oommittee.  Ur.  U.  was 
of  opinioa  that,  where  two  snl^eots  wore  eo 
intimately  blended  tt^ether,  that  they  could 
not  legialAte  on  one  without  involving  the  oth- 
er, b<^  ought  to  he  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. In  digesting  and  preparing  an  act  to 
eatablish  a  nnifbm  system  of  bankmtpoy 
thronffhout  the  United  St^ee,  the  snljeot  em- 
braced by  this  reaohition  wtrald  oome  before 
that  committee.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  gen- 
tieman would  permit  his  xesolotitm  to  lie  on 
the  table  till  the  Standing  Oommitteea  of  that 
House  were  appointed,  and  it  wonld  then  be 
referred  to  one  of  them,  nnder  whose  exami- 
nation it  wonld  more  immediately  oome. 

Ur.  Johubok  said,  it  was  the  good  fortune  of 
bis  friend  from  Uawachnsetts.  to  have  a  Fresi- 
dential  recommendation  in  benalf  of  his  favoi^ 
ito  measure  to  satisfy  his  mind.  But  for  him- 
self; Mr.  J.  sud,  he  wss  obliged  to  bring  for- 
ward his  &7orite  prtgeot  in  tna  same  maimer, 
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and  tiA  for  it  t}ie  Bune  course  that  it  had  taken 
thft  two  preceding  seadone.  He  bad  not  op- 
posed the  propoBition  for  a  bankrapt  law ;  bnt, 
if  he  bad  that  enbject  not  so  maca  at  heart  aa 
the  measnre  he  had  now,  for  the  third  time, 
presented  to  the  Senate,  he  hoped  he  should  be 
pardoned  for  asking  an  opportimity  of  bringing 
it  forward.  He  said  this  was  the  third  time  he 
had  introdnoed  this  propoeition.  The  first  ses- 
eion,  the  bill  for  abcilaning  impriaonment  for 
debl^  passed  this  bod^,  bnt  anfortmiate] j  it  was 
at  the  dose  of  Uie  searion,  and,  like  every  thing 
which  at  that  period  goes  from  one  Bonse  to 
the  other,  it  was  swallowed  np  and  ingolfed. 
for  want  (^  time,  with  the  other  na&ished 
business  of  both  Hooses.  That  was  the  fate  of 
the  bill  the  Senate  acted  on ;  and,  last  session, 
vheo  he  again  introdaoed  the  subject^  he  was 
ODsnocessfd.  Mr.  J.  sud  there  was  not  a 
member  of  the  commnnity  who  wonid  deny 
the  Isolated  proposition  for  which  he  contend- 
ed, that  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be 
abolished;  yet,  for  want  of  perfection  in  the 
det^B,  it  was,  last  sessioii,  lost  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  presiding  officer.  He  denied,  most 
tmeqaiTocally,  that  this  sabjeot  was  embraced 
In  that  of  a  oniform  system  of  bankraptoy ;  he 
denied  that  it  had  ever  been  embraced  in  any 
^^tem  here  or  in  Qreat  Britain,  or  In  any  oth- 
er proposition  made  here  by  a  standing  com- 
mitt«e,  and,  if  his  life  were  spared,  he  shonld 
rabmit  it  annually  as  long  as  he  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  on  that  floor,  altiiongb,  oat  of  respect 
to  his  associates,  he  should  never  complain  of 
the  result,  if  he  failed,  bnt  content  himself  with 
having  discharged  his  daty  to  Qod,  his  oooutry, 
and  iuB  conscience. 

Mr.  Maoon  observed,  that,  to  his  mind,  there 
was  a  clear  distinction  between  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  resolution  and  a  butkropt  law. 
JL  taw  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  would 
apply  to  all  honest  debtors  of  whatever  olass, 
or  vocation ;  whereas  a  bankrapt  law  woold 

Zly  to  a  few  comparatively,  aa  he  understood 
:  bankrupt  laws  embraced  merchants  only ; 
the  latt«r  were  also  highly  penal,  and  if  a 
fraudulent  bankrupt  was  caught,  he  would  be 
severely  punished.  Ranged,  ealA  Mr.  Mills, 
In  an  under  voice.]  The  graitlenian  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says,  hang  him.  I  did  not  know, 
rir,  that  tiie  people  in  this  part  of  the  country 
were  so  fond  of  han^^ng;  but  I  confess  I  pre- 
ter  relieving  debtors,  honest  ones,  by  the  mode 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and 
thaU  vote  for  his  resdn^on. 

Mr.  Hathk,  of  South  Oarolina,  said  h«  had 
that  morning  the  honor  of  submittiog  a  reeoln- 
tion  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies ;  in  so  do- 
ing, his  object  was  not  to  call  for  the  immedi- 
ate decision  of  the  Senat«  on  that  proportion, 
but  to  refer  it  to  Borne  committee,  when  they 
shall  have  been  appointed.  He  shonld  be  par- 
ticularly deMrous,  if  Ihe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Johnsoh)  ahonld  obtiun  his  Select 
Oommittee,  with  a  view  of  considering  the  sub- 
ject in  all  its  bearings,  to  aaoertsin  how  Ui 


process  in  the  oonrta  of  the  Unit«d  States 
might  be  modified,  and  bow  for  general  relief 
might  be  extended  throughout  the  Union ;  that 
the  committee,  viewing  the  whole  of  the  aab- 
ject,  might  present  the  result  of  their  delibera- 
tions to  the  Senate.  He  should  still  maintain 
hia  resolution,  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky should  succeed  in  his  proposition,  he  in- 
tended to  move,  at  the  proper  time,  to  refer  it 
to  that  committee.  Ha  was  not  disposed  to 
object  to  that  proportion,  and  he  hoped  that, 
in  the  spirit  of  mutual  acoommodation,  he 
woold  not  object  to  the  suggestion  which  he 


lief  to  unfortunate  debtors  of  a  particular  c)as^ 
for  that  bill  never  did  ^opose  to  extend  it  be- 

f'ond  the  courts  of  the  Dnited  States.  Tho  re- 
ief  afibrded  would,  therefore,  only  bo  as  one 
in  a  hundred ;  but  a  mild  and  iudicions  bank- 
rupt law  would  not  be  confined  to  tliis  class, 
hot  its  benefits  would  be  extended  to  every 
class  throughout  the  Union. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fiir- 

tber  consideration  of  the  snttject  to  Tuesday 

next,  which,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr. 

JoHNSOK,  of  Kentucky,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  a^joumed  to  Monday.  w 

Monday,  Deoember  12. 
This  day  was  principally  occapied  in  the 
election  of  Officers  of  the  Senate.  After  sev- 
eral bailotings,  Walter  Lowshl  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, (late  8  member  of  this  body,)  was  tiioeea 
Secretary.  Mohntjoi  Bailki  was  chosen  8er- 
geant-at-Arma,  and  Hkrbt  Toib  Doorkeeper. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Stauohtok  vaa  chosen  OhajdaiD 
to  Uie  Senate. 

Ttbsdat,  Deoember  18. 
Judicial  Proeeedingi. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  following  resolutdon,  submitted  yes- 
terday, by  Mr.  Kaitb,  of  Hlinois : 

"■  Riiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  bo 
amending  tbe  actc  of  Congress  regulaUng  processes 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  as  to  place  the 
persons  and  property  (with  regard  to  the  prooeed- 
ingB  Bgainsl  them)  of  citizens  of  the  Btates  admit- 
teS  into  the  Cnioo  ^ce  the  2eth  of  Beptember, 
1788,  upon  a  foodng  of  equal  aecurity  with  tbe 
persona  and  property  of  citiiena  of  the  original 
Sutea" 

Mr.  HoLKKS,  of  Mune,  said  he  should  be 
much  gratified  if  the  honorable  Rentieman  who 
had  moved  the  resolution  would  briefiy  state 
his  object  in  making  the  motion,  as  his  views 
would  probably  be  useful  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Kane  then  ro^  and  stdd,  that  the  ex- 
planation required  b^  the  honw^le  gtrntleman 
from  Mune,  lay  within  narrow  Umit^  and 
might  be  expluned  in  few  word^    Tbe  oljeot 
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Congresa,  rBgnIating  processes  in  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  eis  will  place  the  citizanB  of 
the  BeTeral  Statea  upon  a  footing  of  eqaal  se- 
onrity  in  their  persons  and  property.  The  pro- 
cess act  of  the  28th  September,  1TS9,  amongst 
othei  thmga,  in  ofiect,  provided  that  ttie  modes 
of  process  in  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts, 
in  Boita  at  common  Ibw,  should  conform  to 
those  then  used  in  the  Supreme  Courts  of  the 
States.  B;  "  modes  of  process  "  was  meant,  as 
is  decided  in  the  case  of  Wayman  rt.  Sonth- 
ard,  by  tha  Supreme  Court,  every  step  taken  in 
s  canse ;  and  "  indicates  the  progressive  oonrse 
of  the  business  &om  its  commencement  to  its 
termination."  Thus,  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  States  th«n  in  eiistance,  were 
placed  under  the  protection  and  guardianship 
of  their  own  laws.  This  provision  continued 
in  fbrce,  without  modification,  until  the  act  of 
May,  1T9Z,  was  passed,  by  which  the  same  was 
made  subject  to  such  alterations  and  additions  as 
the  CHrcnit  andDistrict  Conrtsmightmake,  and 
to  suoh  regulations  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 


nnderatood  anywhere,  that  these  "  modes  of 

Jiroceeding  "  were  by  this  latter  act  made  sub- 
set to  any  alterations,  additions,  or  regnlations. 
other  than  such  as  time  and  practice  ahonla 
■bow  to  be  indispensable  to  tlie  correct  admin- 
istration of  Jostice.  'The  benefits  of  the  pro- 
vimons  of  '89,  have  been  a^ndged  to  have  ap- 
plication to  the  citizens  of  those  States  only 
which  bad  existence  when  the  act  was  passed. 
It  wao  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  citizens  of 
other  States  npon  the  same  footing,  that  he 
ventured  to  introdnoe  this  resolution.  These 
dtizena,  in  tbeir  persons  and  property,  are  now 
Bubjeot  to  be  dealt  with,  not  in  a  manner  pre- 
■onbed  by  their  own  laws,  but  according  to 
such  rules  as  the  courts  may  think  proper  to 
adopt.  The  Stat«  which  he  had  the  honor  in 
part  U>  represent,  ae  is  the  case  with  its  neigh- 
Don,  Indiana  and  Uissourl,  has  no  other  than  a 
District  Jndge.  No  inference  was,  however, 
to  be  drawn  from  the  few  remarks  he  had  sub- 
mitted, that  the  Judges  are  hlamable  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  exercised  so  large 
a  discretion.  The  principle  is  to  be  dreaded ; 
and  the  caase  of  complaint  may  be  removed  by 
extending  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  '89  to  aU 
the  States,  or  by  the  passase  of  a  law  establish- 
ing a  system  uniform  and  impartial  in  its  oper- 
ations. It  was  not  essentia]  to  the  explanation 
required  of  him,  nor  to  the  purpose  of  the 
resolatJOQ,  that  he  should,  on  this  occasion,  in- 
dicate a  preference  for  any  particular  plan ;  but 
he  would  think  himself  fortunate  if  he  bad 
flDcoeeded  in  convincing  the  Senate  that  further 
Ic^slation  was  necessary. 

Ifr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said  his  ot^Ject  was 
attuned  by  the  clear  explanation  given  t^  the 
honorable  mover.  He  had  pointed  out  the  evil, 
and  the  remedy  he  proposed :  this  was  tbe  ob- 


ject he  had  in  view  in  calling  on  hi"T,  and  he 
was  perfectly  satisfied. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  tbe  resoln- 
lion  agreed  to. 

Thubsdat,  December  16. 

On  tht  Jvdiciarj/.  ' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Johsston',  of 
Louisiana,  on  the  subject  of  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  JoRNSTOH  said,  that  the  resolution  he 
had  submitted  required  no  illustration.  The 
sulyect  was  familiar  to  the  Senate,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  pro- 
posed to  be  referred.  It  had  been  repeatedly 
pressed  upon  Congress ;  and,  at  tbe  past  ses- 
sion, it  had  been  deferred,  nnder  tbe  assurance, 
that,  at  the  present,  something  definitive  should 
he  done.  U>.  J.  said,  that,  when  this  subject 
was  thrown  open,  so  many  different  views  were 
taken ;  so  many  projects  for  the  reorganization 
of  tbe  courts  were  presented ;  such  diversity 
of  opinion  prevailed,  that  every  scheme  succes- 
sively fuled.  The  new  States,  aware  of  Vaa 
difficulty  of  perfecting,  in  any  short  time,  any 
new  system  of  reconciling  public  opinion  to  it, 
as  weU  as  the  time  necessary  \a  arrange  all  the 
details  of  an  extensive  and  complicated  plan, 
had  now  to  ask  of  Congress  to  extend  to  them 
at  once  tbe  benefits  of  Circuit  Oonrts;  and,  at 
tbe  same  time,  to  remedy  all  the  inconveni- 
ences from  the  defective  arrangements  of  these 
courts,  as  well  as  the  laws  r^^ting  the  Juris- 
diction and  the  mode  of  proceeding,  llr.  J. 
said,  the  first  part  of  the  resolntion  related  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  and,  nnless  some  amend- 
ment conld  be  obtmned  in  its  terms,  it  would 
be  useless  to  ask  an  estension  of  the  Circuit 
ConrtB.  He  said  be  presumed  that,  at  every 
term,  70  or  80  cuoaes  were  left  undecided;  and 
that,  at  this  time,  more  than  twice  that  number 
were  on  the  docket,  and  that  that  court  conld 
not,  in  the  short:  space  allotted  to  them,  deter- 
mine half  those  causes.  The  efi^ct  was,  that 
no  Judgment  could  be  had  in  tbe  court  of  last 
reeort  under  two  years,  and  sometimes  three ; 
that  the  court  could  not  now  keep  pace  with 
the  progress  of  business,  and  tbe  docket  would 
constantly  augment ;  that  a  great  mass  bad  al- 
ready accumuutted,  involving  constitutional  con- 
straction,  property  to  an  immense  amount,  and 
principles  of  great  interest.  Such  a  distribntion 
of  tbe  Circuit  Courts  must  be  made,  as  will  af- 
ford a  longer  session  to  tbe  Supreme  Court,  and, 
even  then,  it  ia  feared  that  some  time  will  elapse 
before  they  will  discharge  the  accnmnlated  busi- 
ness. He  said  the  establiahment  of  Circuit 
Courts  was  required  by  nine  States,  tbe  state 
of  tbe  oonntry  imperiously  demanded  that  the 
system  should  be  equal  and  general,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  no  longer  delayed  under  the 
idea  that  some  other  system  would  he  adopted. 
He  concurred  with  aU  those  States  in  asking 
this  now  at  the  hands  of  Congress.  We  shsll 
then  be  upon  m  eqtutlity,  wd  prepared  to 
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disoOM  81)7  new  project  that  majr  be  Bnbmit- 
ted.  ]£r.  J.  thaa  went  at  length  into  the  incon- 
renience  which  had  resulted  ^om  the  ezpreauon 
of  Uie  Jndiciarj  act  of  17S9,  presoribuig  to  the 
Coarta  of  the  United  Statw  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding. He  eud  the  mode  of  proceeding,  in 
the  sereral  States,  at  the  date  of  the  set,  had 
been  preBcribed,  The  conaeqoence  was  that 
the  States  admitted  since  had  no  law  on  the 
mbject  He  said  it  was  snbmitted  to  the  gen- 
tlemen representing  the  old  States,  to  be  gov- 
erned by  that  law  atill ;  bat  it  deprived  ^ose 
Stat«s  of  all  improvement  which  might  have 
been  made  since  in  their  legislation,  eBpeoiallj 
with  r^ard  to  eieontive  laws.  It  destroyed 
the  conformitj  which  ought  to  exist  In  the  rules 
and  practice  in  all  tlie  Conrts  adminiatcring 
joBtioe,  within  the  same  limits,  npon  the  same 
contracts.  It  created  some  conjhsion  and  some 
ineqnalitf,  by  prescribing  different  n3easQraa''of 
Jnat^  to  different  parties ;  besides,  almost  ever; 
State  had  found  it  neceasarj  to  ad^it  her  laws 
to  the  pecnliar  ciroomstances  of  the  country, 
and  sometimes  to  alter  them  nnder  the  preasnre 
of  events  which  the  State  thonght  justified 
their  interposition. 

In  TEgsrd  to  the  Stat«,  admitted  in  Haa  Union 
since  the  Judiciary  act,  they  had  no  law,  and  the 
eonrts  of  the  United  States  had  undertaken, 
not  only  to  prescribe  roles  of  proceeding,  but 
to  exercise  ue  highest  act  of  sovereignty,  by 
making  laws  to  supply  Oie  defects  of  our  legis- 
lation— a  power  which  Congress  cannot  dele- 
gate. This  subject  was  clearly  explained  yester- 
day ^  the  honorable  member  from  Illinois, 
(Mr.  Kank.)  Mr.  J.  s«d,  that,  if  we  prescribed 
the  laws  of  the  several  States  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  Conrta,  there  is  still 
another  difficulty — those  laws  may  violate  con- 
tracts ;  they  may  be  unconstitutional ;  and,  in 
ttiat  event,  those  courts  would  have  no  anthority 
toeoforcetlieir  judgments.  The  only  law  which 


they  could  employ,  to  give  effect  to  their  judg- 
ment, would  be  declared  bj  themselves  ndl 
and  void.    It  must  be  our  fluty,  tharefore,  to 


nroTide  for  such  an  occurrence  by  a  gener^ 
law  impticable  to  such  a  state  of  things.  For 
himself  he  ooold  only  wish,  that  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  fn  Louisiaaa,  should  be  gov- 
erned, in  all  cases,  by  the  laws  of  the  State, 

Mr.  J,  said  that  under  the  present  Judiciary 
set,  a  deviation  from  the  laws  of  all  the  States 
had  been  permitted,  as  nniriendly  to  civil  liberty 
as  it  was  vexatious  and  oppressive.  It  permit- 
ted the  Jud^ent  creditor  to  take  execution  i 
in  the  &Bt  instance  against  the  body  of  the 
debtor,  to  hold  him  in  prison  until  the  money 
waa  coerced  either  from  him  or  his  Mends,  It 
is  arming  a  vindictive  creditor  with  a  power 
over  the  personal  liberty  of  the  debtor — to  ex- 
ercise the  most  malignant  vengeance,  and  at  once 
to  degrade  and  ruin  him.  U  said  that  the  law 
which  permits  a  man  to  be  deprived  of  his  lib- 
erty, while  he  possesses  property,  on  the  faith  of 
which  Uie  contract  waa  made,  can  only  be  equal- 
led in  absurdity  by  a  law  which  authorizes  his 


perpetoal  imprisonment  because  he  has  the  mis- 
fortune to  have  none.  This  power  bad  been,  in 
many  instanoes,  seized  on  ana  exercised  in  a  most 
onfeeling  manner.  It  is  believed  not  to  be  con- 
sonant with  the  laws  of  any  of  the  Stetes,  and 
to  be  miworthy  of  onr  legislation.  Ur.  J.  re- 
marked, he  had  merely  hinted  the  propriety  of 
restraining  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  in  civil 
coses.  It  was  known  that  the  States  had  own- 
petent  courts  for  tlie  administration  of  justice, 
oonvenientiy  situated  to  the  parties,  to  which 
tley  could  resort  without  much  inconvenience 
or  expense.  That  jostice  was  uniformly  and 
impartially  administered.  It  was  now  known 
that  the  distmst  and  lealonsy  of  the  States  waa 
with  ont  foundation.  That,  in  fine,  there  was  no 
necesfflty  for  a  court  to  decide  causes  between 
citizens  of  different  Stetes.  The  Courte  of  the 
United  States  had  unlimited  jorisdiction  over  a 
great  extent  of  country,  and  were  oilen  nsed 
oppressively.  Citizens  of  States  are  often  sued 
at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  niiles  frcHn  the 
seat  of  justice ;  they  are  inconvenienUy  carried 
to  a  great  distance,  with  an  expense  which  they 
cannot  afford,  deprived  of  the  means  of  defence, 
and  removed  from  their  witnesses ;  and  what 
is  guned  by  the  otiier  part;  f  The  cause  ib 
tried  by  the  same  lawB--by  a  Jndge  and  jury, 
reudent  in  the  same  State.  He  submitted  to 
the  committee  whether  it  would  be  advisaUe  to 
limit  the  jurisdiction;  and,  he  said,  as  it  was 
an  onerous  and  odiona  jurisdiction,  it  ought  to 
be  restrtdned  to  the  immediate  pvties  to  the 
contract  even  in  coromercial  cases.  Mr.  John- 
ston Bwd  be  bad  only  taken  a  desultory  view  of 
the  snbject,  merely  to  point  ont  these  objects 
to  tlie  attention  of  the  committee,  and  to  ask 
of  them  at  once  to  extend  the  Cmnit  Courts 
over  all  the  Stetee,  and  to  make  some  reforma- 
tion in  the  Judiciary  act. 

He  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

.^msn^snt  U>  tb  CimjfitutiiM — Eketi/m 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  follow- 
iog  resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bkk- 


Efolvid,  Thit  a  select  coinmitte*  be  sppoiuted, 
with  iostractioDS  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieDcy  of 
ameoding  the  CooBCitution  of  the  United  States,  ho 
OS  to  provide  foe  the  election  of  Pre^dent  and  Vice 
Preudent,  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people,  in  ^a- 

Mr.  EA-nn  was  rejoiced  to  see  that  tiie  gen 
tieman  ham  Missouri  bad  thns  earl;  called  tbe 
attention  of  tbe  Senate  to  this  important  anb- 
ject;  bat  be  thought  he  had  not  made  the 
mquiry  snffloienUy  extensive ;  be  hod  confined 
it  merely  to  the  mode  of  election ;  bnt  Mr.  H. 
thonght  an  attempt  ought  also  to  be  made  to 
secure  the  election  of  President  of  the  United 
States  from  the  intervention  of  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and  be,  therefore,  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution,  by  adding  the  following : 

"  And  that  the  committee  be  IWther  instructed 
to  ioquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  tba 
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conititQ^on  M  t«  MCiuv  the  election  of  Freudent 
and  Vice  Freddent  of  the  United  States  withont 
'    '  '  D  of  the  SeOBto  or  HoBM  of  Bept«- 


Mr.  M AOoa'  said  th&t  it  would  be  wia&  in 
•doptiog  a  resolntioD  of  this  kind,  to  give  the 
oominittee  all  the  latitode  that  ooald  be  given, 
that  the;  might  ezauune  the  sabject  in  every 
particolsr,  and  make  the  inquiry  aa  broad  aa 
poEwble.  He  had  not  the  same  opioioa  of  any 
Miljciilar  mode  of  electing  a  PreaideDt  of  the 
United  States  as  he  fonnerlj  had,  but  inolined 
to  bvor  the  district  plan. 

Mr.  D1CKEB8ON  said  it  was  highlj  dedrahle 
that  the  President  and  Yice  President  Bhonld 
be  elected  without  the  interposition  of  the  Sen- 
ate or  House  of  Repreeentstives ;  bat  it  was  a 
qoeation  with  him,  whether  it  could  be  oom- 
pletelj  effected.  He  did  not  think  the  consti- 
tatiou  could  tie  ao  amended  aa  to  prevent,  at 
game  time  or  other,  and  under  some  unforeseen 
eoDtingenoj,  the  eleotiiin  ooming  to  the  House 
of  Repreeentatives.  If  any  mode  had  been 
deTised,  it  had  not  yet  been  ahown  to  them. 
It  was  hardly  corront,  that  the  members  ehoold 
wmmil  tliemielvea  on  thii  point,  thoa  early,  on 
MeUminary  pn^Kwtiona,  and  he  should,  there- 
Son,  vote  a^dut  the  reaolntion. 

Hi.  HAnn  aaid  Iba  propoaitioa  merely  pro- 
poaed  aa  Inquiry.  Hie  gentleman  allowed  it 
WM  expedient  that  it  should  be  done,  and,  by 
voting  n>r  the  inquiry,  he  wonld  not  in  any  way 
eommlt  himself.  The  only  ol(]eot  was,  for  the 
oammittee  to  ascertain  whether  the  proposi- 
tkna  etmtained  in  the  two  branches  of  the  rea- 
(dndon  oonld  be  carried  into  effect  This  was 
what  bad  been  done  inOongreaa  the  laataeatdon. 
A  proposition  was  sabmitted,  similar  to  that 
now  mbmitted  by  the  gentleman  from  IGsaonri, 
but  in  a  positive  shape,  not  for  an  inqniry.  It 
waa  referred  to  a  committee ;  and  a  variety  of 
proportions  that  were  made  on  the  same  sab- 
jec^  were  referred  to  the  sanie  committee; 
and  if  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  should 
wish  to  submit  any  pro^itdon  himself  be 
liionld  be  perfectly  willing  it  should  accompany 
this  reeoluUon  to  one  committee. 

3Ir.  Bkxtoh  ssidj  as  one  taking  a  deep  inter- 
eat  in  the  snl^ect,  he  should  be  glad  tliat  any 
gentleman  in  the  House,  who  b^  turned  his 
attention  to  the  sulfieot,  and  coold  snggest  any 
mode  that  promised  to  be  beneflciw^  would 
aabmit  bis  resolntion,  which  shonld  be  referred 
to  the  aame  committ«e  with  the  resolntion  he 
had  mbmitted.  Whatever  committee  mieht  be 
charged  with  this  subject,  he  should  feel  obhged 
to  any  gentleman  that  woold  contribate  any 
thing  that  would  tend  to  tuin  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  IL  He  wished  the  proposi- 
tion he  had  anbmitted  should  have  an  examina- 
ticm.  Bince  it  reeolved  nothing,  and  committed 
nobody,  it  was  perfectly  innocent  and  harmless 
to  ita  present  shape.  As  to  the  amendment  of 
tiie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  it  only 
tended  to  enlai^  the  field  of  inquiry,  and  he 
_..;._.  ._  .j^j.  ^^  ^y  i^jjj^  propo- 
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sition  that  was  oaloolated  to  promote  that 
end. 

"Hi.  Houob,  of  Maine,  aud  he  generaUy 
voted  in  &vor  of  resolntious  of  inquiry  on  al- 
most every  sulyect ;  but  he  had  not  much  con- 
fidence in  amendments  of  tlie  constitation,  of 
any  kind.  Be  thought  the  time  was  gone  by 
for  amending  the  oonstitntion,  and  perhtqis  it 
was  well  that  it  was  so.  It  was  ea^er  for  them 
to  break  it  ten  times  than  it  was  for  them  to 
amend  it  once,  and  if  they  tried  to  mend  it 
only  in  those  places  where  they  had  broken  it, 
they  would  have  enough  to  occopy  Ihem  for  a 
considerable  time.  He  should  not  vote  for  the 
resolution  under  the  expectation  that  much 
would  be  done ;  but  he  was  willing  that  an  in- 

auiry  should  be  made.  He  was  not  in  favor  ot 
le  measures  of  either  of  the  gentlemen,  but  he 
should  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  the 
reaolntion,  and  then  for  the  resolution  aa 
amended. 

Mr.  K.  M.  JoENBOH,  of  Kentucky,  S(dd,  he 
was  happy  to  find  that  the  proposition  to  ap- 
point a  committee  embraced  a  spedfio  pro. 
position  to  anend  the  constitntion  relative  to 
the  choice  of  a  Presdent  and  Vice  Freudeat 
of  the  United  States.  The  gentieman  from 
Maine  had,  he  feared,  uttered  a  solemn  and 
awfiil  truth,  when  he  sud  that  the  time  bad 
passed  for  amending  the  constitntion,  and  that 
it  cooid  be  broken  witii  more  facilitv  than  it 
could  be  amended.  Mr.  J.  said  he  should  be 
more  apprehenMva  of  the  truth  of  this  beUe^ 
if  this  spirit  of  opposition  should  apply  to 
amendments  which  proposed  to  vest  the  people 
of  this  country  with  the  eieroise  of  the  great 
essential  principles  of  self-government;  prin- 
ciples upon  which  he  conceived  the  prosperity, 
happiness,  and  perpetuity  of  oar  tiw  institu- 
tions principally  depended. 

If,  m  the  infancy  of  onr  Republic ;  if;  in  the 
first  year  of  oar  political  Jubilee,  we  discovered 
this  opposition,  what  might  we  expect  in  m»- 
tore  age?  He  said  our  first  political  jubi- 
lee commenced  the  4th  of  Jnly  last.  This  was 
the  fiftieth  year  of  onr  independence.  Por  his 
part,  he  said,  he  never  wanted  to  see  any  friend 
of  his  called  upon,  as  a  member  of  Congress 
to  vote  for  the  President  and  Yice  President  of 
the  tfnited  States;  for  the  world  waa  invidious^ 
and  no  matter  what  purity  members  could  boast 
0^  even  if  they  possessed  the  purity  of  ansels^ 
their  vote,  in  many  cases,  would  make  ^em 
obnoxious  to  imputations.  This  was  one  rea- 
son why  be  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  an  amendment  proposing  tliat,  in 
no  event,  and  in  no  contingency,  should  the 
duty  of  electing  devolve  upon  Congress,  or 
either  House.  His  denre  was,  by  such  amend- 
ment, to  place  tiie  members  of  Congress  not 
only  beyond  temptation,  bnt  beyond  suspicion. 
Till  then,  he  looked  in  vain  for  that  harmony, 
concord,  and  affectionate  feelings,  which  should 
always  exist  among  those  associated  for  the 
same  great  object,  ctf  giving  laws  and  mlea  of 
conduct  and  action  to  a  free  people.    In  vain 
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be  expected  to  Bee  a  President  elected  hy  Oon- 
greBS  hailed  as  the  President  of  the  nation ; 
and,  finallj,  till  this  right  waa  axclnsivel/  veat- 
ed  in  the  people,  or  some  other  agents  than 
Congress,  we  Bhoold  never  see  members  voting 
for  and  against  measares  proposed  by  the  ad- 
miniatration,  withont  being  charged  with  being 
partisans  on  the  one  band,  or  opponents  on  the 
other.  If  we  have  any  politieal  prindplee  and 
maxima,  Mr.  J.  said,  in  which  we  all  concnr, 
he  thoDght  it  was,  or  would  be,  admitted  by 
all,  that,  wherever  it  was  practicable,  the  peo- 
ple sbonld  be  Tested  with  the  eiclosiTe  nght 
of  ohooaing  men  to  rale  over  them.  It  was  as 
practicable,  in  this  instance,  he  thongbt^  i 
was  to  elect  Hepresentatives  to  Oongress.  And 
why  not  give  the  power  I  The  gendeman  from 
Kew  Jersey  seemed  to  doubt  its  practicability. 
This  Mr.  J.  regretted  very  much ;  he  thought 
the  gentleman  nad  ^ven  a  timely  cantion  how 
wa  oommitted  ourselves  on  any  one  proposition, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  expressed  hia  conviction 
tiiat  the  proposition  to  ^ve  the  eiclnsive  right 
to  the  people  oonld  not  be  realized.  Mr.  J. 
regretted  this  the  more,  when  be  recollected 
the  long  servicea,  the  general  attainments,  and 
the  democratic  prtnciplee  of  the  worthy  mem- 
ber from  New  Jersey.  For  his  part,  Mr.  J. 
Mid,  be  shonld  pmvae  one  nndeyiating  conrae 
in  this  matter,  and  tbat  would  be  to  vest  in  the 
people  at  tbe  polls  the  right  eiclnaively,  onder 
all  contingencies,  to  elect  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  be 
could  not  obtain  that  result,  he  would  give 
■nch  vot«8  as  would  more  nearly  bring  tbe 
power  to  the  exercise  of  the  people,  and  In  no 
event  to  vest  the  power  in  GongKss. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Ur.  Hi.mK'8 
amendment,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  rose,  and  said  that,  without 
entering  into  the  inquiry  whether  they  conld 
strike  out  a  mode  for  the  election  of  President 
and  Vioe  President,  without  the  intervention 
of  elthbr  branch  of  Congress,  he  would  offer  an 
amendment  that  went  to  another  point:  its 
object  was  to  instruct  this  same  oommtttee  to 
inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending 
the  conetitntion,  as  to  prohibit  the  appointment 
of  any  member  of  Congress  to  any  office  of 
honor  or  trnst  nnder  the  United  States  during 
the  term  for  which  such  senator  or  representa- 
tive shonld  have  been  elected.  If  this  amend- 
ment were  adopted,  the  evil  would  not  be  so 
CTeat  in  referring  the  election  of  President  to 
the  decision  of  either  branch  of  Gongreea. 
While  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of 
the  other  House,  he  said,  he  sabmitted  a  similar 
proposition,  and  though  there  was  not  a  snf- 
ncient  vote  to  carry  it  through,  he  had  the 
consolation  of  knowing  that  the  vote  in  favor 
of  it  was  very  respectable.  He  thought  there 
could  be  no  better  time  than  tbe  present  to 
renew  the  proposition ;  if  the  committee  oonld 
not  devise  a  mode  by  which  the  election  could 
be  effected,  without  the  interposition  of  Con- 
gress, tiien  it  became  tbe  more  proper  to  in- 


anire  whether  they  shonld  not  remove  ftoin, 
lose  on  whom  the  election  mnst  devolve  all 
t«mptation  that  might  bias  them  in  that  elec- 
tion. He  would  not  make  any  observations  as 
to  the  fact  of  how  far  any  member  of  Congress 
might  be  influenced  by  the  hope  of  office,  in 
voting ;  but  every  member  would  see,  from  the 
fallibility  of  human  natnre,  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  men  sometimes  not  to  be  in- 
fluenced. Mr.  C.  said  he  wished  to  cut  off 
every  thing  that  could  t«mpt  a  man,  and  entire' 
ly  destroy  all  hope  of  oflSce,  and  all  imputati<Hi 
whether  they  shonld  vote  right  or  wrong.  Mr. 
C.  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution,  corresponding  to  what  he  had  stated 
in  bis  remarks ;  and 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  C.'s  amend- 
ment, it  was  agreed  to,  mm.  eon. 

Mr.  Maoon  said  he  still  thought  that,  instead 
of  referring  to  the  committee  separate  and  dis- 
tinct propositions,  it  would  be  better  to  com- 
mit the  whole  subject  of  the  election  of  Prefa- 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  Hie  committee  might  devise  and  report 
snoh  plan  as  they  shonld  think  best  to  avoid 
the  existing  evils,  and  secure  the  benefits  which 
were  deemed  desirable  In  tbe  mode  of  electing 
those  officers.  He  therefore  moved  the  follow- 
ing as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution,  and  the 
several  amendments  already  adopted,  viz : 

"That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  who 
shall  inqnire  iato  the  cipedlency  of  so  amending 
the  constitatian,  in  the  election  of  Preddent  tuid 
Vice  Preddeot  of  the  United  Butea,  u  (o  attahi 
tbe  best,  most  preferable,  and  safeet  mode  in  re- 
ginl  to  such  elections." 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  expediency 
of  this  general  reference,  in  preference  to  the 

E repositions  previoosly  offered  between  Messrs. 
[oLMEB,  Macon,  Johnson  of  Ey.,  and  Cobb, 

Mr.  Maoon's  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  his 
amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  Van  Btkek  then  said,  that  this  was  a 
subject  on  which  great  diversity  of  opinion  had 
existed,  as  was  manifested  both  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, Bad  at  the  present,  by  the  nomber  of  pro- 
positions that  had  been  offered.  It  was  from 
this  consideration  that  he  thought  a  larger 
number  should  compose  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  now  to  be  referred, 
than  was  usual,  and,  therefore,  he  shonld  more 
that  nine  be  appointed. 

That  number  was  agreed  to.  * 

TcisDAT,  December  20. 

Internal  Inq 


JUtolvnt,  Th&t  Congrea  doee  not  poaseas  the 
power  to  make  roads  and  canals  within  the  reqiee- 
tivB  Slates. 

'Beiohtd,  That  a  select  oomisitlee  be  appoint- 

Tba  commltUe  van :  Ur.  BsDtou,  Cbalniua,  Hr.  )b- 
,  Ilr.  Tun  Bann,  Hr.  Ftadlif  ol  Paiiii.,  Ur.  IHckina 
of  Vvw  JsiHj,  CdL  Blchvd  IL  JolmBii  (^  KeBtmkr. 
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iattrnetloiu  to  prepara  and  lepoit  a  joint 
I,  for  Ml  unendneirt  of  the  oooMltQiioii, 
BtMeriblnf  uid  dsflnlng  the  power  Congress  abell 
haTO  OT«r  the  ant{j«Dt  of  intenul  ImproTemeDtg, 
and  luUectiiiR  tba  nine  to  auoh  reatriclions  aa 
■hall  e^ctuauy  protect  the  lorereigntj  of  Che  re- 
ipectlre  States,  and  secure  to  them  a  Just  distribu- 
tion of  the  benefits  resulting  from  all  appropria- 
tions made  for  that  purpose."* 

In  iatrodacing  tlieso  resolntioca — 
Mr.  Y^ir  Bcbxh  said  that  it  would  be  recol- 
lect^ that  he  had,  some  da;s  since,  given  notioe 
of  his  intentioa  to  oak  for  leave  to  introdooe  b 
Joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amendment  of 
the  ooDBtitalJoii  on  tho  sobject  of  the  power  of 
Ooiigrees  over  the  sntyect  of  inl«msl  improve- 
roents.  Upon  the  suggestion  of  geatlemen  who 
feel  BD  iat«rest  in  the  sabjeot,  aod  think  the 
prindpsl  objeot  can,  in  that  way,  be  better 
effected,  ho  hod  oonaeniod  so  &r  to  change  the 
ooorse  originallj  contemplated,  by  sobatituting 
reeolntioDs  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  oonstitntioo,  as  it  now  ia,  and  pro- 
pomng  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee 
to  report  opon  the  subject,  imder  such  instruc- 
tion as  the  Senate  may  think  proper  to  (pve. 
Bnob  restdntions  he  wonld  now  take  the  liberty 
of  snbniittiiig.  He  did  not,  of  conrso,  wiah  to 
praae  their  immediate  consideration,  bat  would 
Mil  tiiem  up  at  aa  earlj  a  day  as  woold  com- 
port with  Uie  state  of  public  boaineaa  and  the 
(binary  ooorsa  of  proceeding  in  the  Senate. 
Ha  hoped  he  would  oe  ezoosed  for  expressing 
■n  earnest  wish,  that  the  conceded  Importance 
of  the  mbjeot  wonld  induce  gentlemen  to  torn 
their  attention  te  it  aa  soon  as  tliey  convenieut- 
Ij  oonld,  to  the  end  that,  when  it  was  taken 
tip,  it  might  be  carried  to  a  speedy  decision, 
and  not  exposed  to  those  mjprofitable  delays 
and  postponemente  which  had  heretofore  at- 
tended measures  of  a  rimiler  character,  and 
nltimately  prevented  an  expression  of  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  on  their  merits.  He  deceived 
hiimalf^  if  there  was  any  matter  in  which,  at 
this  moment,  their  consldtnents  felt  a  more  in- 
tense intereet,  than  the  question  of  the  righ^^l 
and  probable  agency  of^the  General  Govern- 
ment in  the  great  work  of  Internal  improve- 
ment. Whilst,  in  the  Stetea,  measnres  of  that 
description  had  been  harmonious  in  their  pro- 
grees,  and,  as  for  as  the  means  of  the  Stetes 
woold  admit  oi,  snoceasful  in  their  results,  tlie 
condition  of  things  here  hod  been  of  a  very 
different  character.  From  the  first  agitation 
of  the  subject,  the  constitutional  power  of 
Gongreae  to  legislate  npon  the  sabjeot,  had 
been  a  source  of  unbroken,  and,  frequently, 
angry  and  uopleasant  oontroveray.  The  time, 
he  sud,  had  never  yet  been,  when  all  the 
branches  of  the  legislative  department  were  of 
the  some  opinion  upon  the  question.    Evea 
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those  who  united  in  the  sentiment  as  to  the 
exiatenoe  of  the  power,  differed  in  almost 
every  thing  else  in  regard  to  it  Of  ita  por- 
tioolar  BOnrce  in  the  constitntiou,  its  extent  and 
attributes,  very  different  views  were  enter- 
tained by  its  friends.  There  had  not  been  any 
thing  in  the  experience  of  the  past,  nor  was 
there  any  thing  m  the  prospect  of  the  fntnre, 
on  which  a  reasonable  hope  cotild  be  founded, 
that  this  great  subject  could  ever  be  satisEao- 
torily  a^osted  by  any  meana  short  of  an  appeal 
to  tiie  Stetes.  The  intimate  connection  be- 
tween tlie  prosperity  of  the  country  and  works 
of  the  description  referred  to,  would  always 
induce  efforie  to  induce  the  Qenersl  Qovem- 
ment  to  embark  in  them,  and  there  was  hut 
little  reason  to  believe  that  its  claim  of  power 
would  ever  be  abandoned.  As  little  reason 
was  there,  in  his  judgment,  to  expect  that  the 
oin>osition  to  it  wonld  ever  be  given  up.  Tha 
pnnciples  upon  which  that  opposition  ia  found- 
ed ;  the  ttaH.  and  fidelity  with  which  it  has 
hitherto  been  snsttdned,  preolnde  sach  an  ex- 
pectation. If  this  view  of  the  snt^ect  was  a 
correct  one,  and  it  appeared  te  hun  that  it 
was,  he  respectfully  submitted  it  as  a  matter 
of  imperious  duty,  on  the  part  of  Goi^ress,  to 
make  a  determined  effort  to  have  the  qneatim 
settled  in  the  only  way  which  can  he  final — 
an  amendment  of  the  oonatitntion,  presoribing 
and  defining  what  Congress  may,  and  what 
they  shall  not  do,  with  the  restriotiooB  imder 
which  what  is  allowed  to  them  shall  be  dtme. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that,  not  only  every  inter- 
est connected  with  the  subject,  but  the  credit, 
if  not  safety,  of  our  envioble  political  institu- 
tions required  that  course ;  for  it  most  be  evi- 
dent to  all  refiecting  men,  that  the  reiterated 
complaints  of  conatitotional  Infraction  must 
tend  to  relax  the  confidence  of  the  people  in 
the  Government,  and  that  such  measuree  as 
may  be  undertaken  upon  the  snlgect,  must  be 
constantly  exposed  to  peril  from  the  fluctua- 
tions of  tha  (pinion  of  soooeeeive  legislatnres. 
The  subject,  he  sdd,  had  been  viewed  in  this 
light  by  some  of  the  best  sod  ablest  men  the 
country  has  produced.  As  early  as  1808,  the 
proinie^  of  an  ^tpeal  to  the  States  npon  the 
point  in  qneetion,  nad  been  suggested  by  Ur. 
Jefl^rson,  in  his  last  meesage  to  Congress.  The 
same  coarse  had  been  recommended  by  Mr. 
Madison,  and  the  recommendation  repeated  by 
Mr.  Monroe. 

SeooWUcnary  Bounty  Landt. 

The  resolution  submitted  jestard^,  by  Mr. 
WooDBUBT,  relating  to  Bounty  Lauds,  was 
taken  np.  Borne  diMoasion  took  place  between 
MesKi.  Eno,  Baxkoi,  and  Eatoh,  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  case,  and  the 
most  eligibla  oommittee  for  the  reference  of  tbe 
motion. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Msssodtosetts,  observed,  that 
the  oonrse  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Woodsdrt,)  wm  the  OMreet 
and  proper  one  (Hi  this  oooMion;  be  bad  so 
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donbt  there  «re  muij  meritorioua  offloers  and 


tiiat  are  entitlad  to  the  Boontj  Land^  promiMd 
bj  QoTernraent,  who  had  uot  applied,  from  ig- 
Doranoe  of  their  clums.  The  object  of  the  pro- 
position of  the  geQtlemui  from  New  Hampsliire 
was,  to  inform  tJiem  of  their  rights.  This  sub- 
ject, Mr.  h,  said,  had  bem  pending  for  nearly 
^irty  7e&n,  and  oaght  to  be  bronght  to  a  clow ; 
be  hoped,  therefbra,  the  reaolnticai  would  be 
adopted. 

Ur.  Uaooit  said  he  bad  bis  doubts  u  to  the 
^  beneficial  effeota  proposed  to  be  derived  from 
tbe  reaolation.  It  appeared  to  him,  that,  iD- 
stesd  <rf  preventing  speoolation,  it  woold  en- 
oonrage  specEilatwv  to  ride  over  the  oonnby, 
baying  up  these  claims.  In  ear^  life,  in  Gon- 
grces,  i&.  U.  said  he  remembered  there  was  one 
qnestion  that  bordered  on  Uiia ;  it  was,  to  get 
uie  stAtnte  of  limitation  sospended  for  revola- 
tionary  serricea.  Speculators  went  out  and  ad- 
minist«red  all  over  the  Union,  on  the  property 
of  perBODB  having  claims,  and,  in  one  case,  two 
admiiuBtrators  came  forward  apon  the  same 
estate,  and  the  man  himself^  the  ori«n&l  daim- 
ant,  upon  whose  estate  they  pretended  to  have 
administered,  cune  aflerwai^  He  was  thoo^t 
an  impostor— hat  his  captain  happened  to  be 
in  Ptiiladelphia,  to  prove  hie  right,  and  the  man 
leoeived  his  claim.  PahEahing  these  names, 
lb.  M.  said,  wonld  be  to  set  all  the  specalatora 
abroad  tbroi^ont  the  nation.  If  the  law  had 
expired,  aUowing  these  profile  time  to  obtain 
th^r  warranli^  he  wonld  sahmit  whether  it 
wonld  not  be  better  to  revive  it,  that  thej 
might  grt  their  warranty  witbont  uiy  speetda- 
tions  on  the  sn^eot* 

Ur.  HoLims.  of  Maine,  thought  thaL  at  pres- 
ent, all  the  advantage  woe  on  the  side  of  the 
Kieonlators ;  bat,  if  the  names  were  published, 
tiiere  wonld  he  eomethii^  like  an  eqnal  chance. 
He  knew  of  some  specolators  who  had  been 
riding  about  the  country,  bifonnlng  these  dum- 
ants  that  they  coold  obtain  these  land  warrants 
for  them.  If  ihe  information  were  diB^bnted 
throughout  the  conntry,  it  would  be  understood 
that  the  beet  way  wonld  be  ibr  the  daJmanla  to 
K>ply  to  tbeir  members  -4^  Congress,  who  wonld 
diarge  them  nothing  for  obtuningthem. 

Mr.  Rcoouta  tliougfat  it  was  deMrable  that 
some  meaanres  ahonld  be  adopted  to  bring  this 
business  to  a  dose.  In  oonaeqnenoe  of  these 
warrants  beiiu  outstanding,  there  was  land  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  which  coald  not  be  sold,  or 
brought  into  nse,  and  it  was  highly  important 
to  tbat  section  of  the  eoontry,  ^at  those  who 
were  entitled  to  those  warrants  ehotdd  not  re- 
main in  ignoranee  of  their  rights.    Hesnggeeted 
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whether  it  would  not  be  more  advisatde  to  1^ 
the  resolotion  on  the  table,  till  some  mode 
should  be  devised  that  wonld  be  of  sarvioe  to 
the  old  soldier,  witbont  benefiting  the  speonls- 
tor.  He  would,  he  said,  unite  in  any  uxmon  by 
which  Congress  might  satisfy  tbeee  chums,  and 
let  the  land  in  the  State,  which  should  remain 
ondaimed,  be  sold. 

Mr.  WoODBUBT  s^d  he  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  resolntion's  being  laid  on  t^e  table, 
if  delay  would  throw  any  light  on  the  subject; 
bat,  as  it  was  only  for  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measare,  he  thought  it  would 
be  OB  well  that  the  resolve  should  be  acted  on 

After  some  further  observations  fh>m  Ur. 
Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  to  show  tliat  tbero 
was  no  danger  of  ^eonlmon  In  this  matte^  m 
the  laws  now  stan^— end  an  ineffeetaal  motion, 
by  Mr.  Eaton,  to  lay  tbereeolndcm  on  tlietaU^ 
it  was  adopted. 

lite  Senate  adjourned  to  Thursday. 

TuMDAT,  December  ST. 
Captain  PorUr. 

The  Tick  PsBsiDKiitT  ocanmunioated  a  l^ter 
from  David  Porter,  a  Oaptain  in  the  Navy  tX 
the  United  States,  and  me  commander  ta  the 
squadron  on  the  Vest  India  station  for  the 
Boppression  of  pinuiy,  requesdng  Qatt  the  •ob- 
ject of  eertun  eommnnications  frmn  Thomaa 
Bandall  and  John  Mountain^  commnnicated  to 
the  Senate  at  the  last  seasioo^  and  which  ha 
deems  highly  iqjorions  to  tlie  character  of  him- 
self and  the  otiier  officers  of  the  sqnodron,  mxf 
be  investigated,  and  a  deoisian  pronaonoed. 
thereon;  and, 

On  motion,  H  woe  orderecL  that  this  letter  be 

Erinted  for  tlie  nse  of  the  osnate;  and  that  it 
e  re&rred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afflkira, 

WxDBxanAT,  Deoemher  28. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  conBiderati<»i 
of  a  resolution,  submitted  yesterday,  by  "jtt. 
JoHireioM  of  Louisiana,  calling  for  an  inqoiiy 
into  the  law  of  the  Territorial  Qovemment  a 
Florida,  relating  to  wrecks. 

Mr.  Mills  said  he  shonld  !»  obliged  to  the 
honorable  mover,  if  he  would  point  ont  aome 
source  from  which  the  Jndidary  Committee 
might  derivetheneceasaryinformation:  it  would 
be  desirable,  if  it  ooold  be  procured,  that  the 
law  of  Florida  referred  to  in  the  reaolntioa 
now  nnder  oon«deration,  shonld  be  laid  before 
them,  that  they  might  know  what  it  was ;  bu^ 
as  the  resolution  cow  stands,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  ascert^n  from  what 
souroe  they  wwe  to  proonre  the  informatioB  re- 
quired. 

Hr.  JoHNBToir,  of  Louisiana,  sfud,  the  gentle 
man  was  aware  that  it  was  the  bnnness  o£  the 
Governors  of  Territories  to  fbrvard  copies  of 
the  laws  of  Uie  Territ^Hiei^  to  nnds^o  the 
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■nperriricu  of  Oaagnaa,  and  that  th«r  wonld 
remain  in  fi>ro«,  DDleH  disumroTed.  Tfae  reao- 
Intion  lie  had  mbmitted,  Miled  the  attentioa  of 
th«  Jodidar;  Oommittee  to  the  lavs  of  the 
TerritoTT  of  Florida,  partioalarlf  to  the  law 
relatang  to  wreoka.  These  lawa  bad  donbtleaa 
been  tranamitted  to  the  proper  Department, 
to  be  laid  before  GoDgreae;  and  the  oominittAe, 
by  upljing,  oonld  obtun  them.  Mr.  J.  aaid  he 
had  handed  to  the  ehumian  of  the  committee 
some  letters  and  pnbUcatJons  relative  to  thia  snb- 
ject,  from  whioh  it  appeared  that  great  abnsee 
exited.  'Die  act  of  Oonfrena,  paaaed  laat  aes- 
slon,  requires  that  the  whole  amonnt  of  prop- 
er^ wrecked  should  be  carried  into  the  porta 
of  tbe  United  States.  He  nnderetood  that  a 
Terj  anramar;  proeeee  had  been  ioatrtuted  at 
Key  Wedt,  by  which  all  property  that  was 
-wrecked  was  deuded  by  fonr  or  five  IndiTidoala, 
■who  were  perhi^  intereated  in  the  event — a 
large  pri»>erty  baa  been  condemned,  and  a 
aalvsge  of  flvm  70  to  90  per  oeat.  allowed. 
Jtr.  J.  then  adverted  to  the  immense  amount  of 
oommeree  which  passed  through  the  Golf  of 
Hezico,  and  to  the  heavy  losses  that  are  every 
iDonth  unstained  by  caanaltieB;  and  stated  the 
&ot,  that,  in  the  month  of  September  last,  no 
less  than  ten  vessels  were  lost  on  that  ooaat. 
Mr.  J.  said  this  had  been  a  great  snbjeot  of 
OomptsinL  from  oar  own  citizeoB,  particnlady 
from  the  Insnrance  Companies ;  and  he  had  a 
knowledge  that  two  of  the  Foreign  Qovem- 
ments  hod  applied  to  this  Qovemment  for  re- 
dress, stating,  that  the  abase  is  so  enormoos,  it 
is  worse  than  piracy.  If  the  laws  had  not 
been  trannnitt«d  from  the  Territory,  Mr.  J. 
said  he  bad  not  the  means  ef  obtaining  them ; 
and  he  oonld  not  teH  how  the  Jndiciaty  Oom- 
mlttae  would  act  oa  the  eatjecL 

Ut.  Houob,  ef  Htune,  said  he  recollected 
one  iB9tanoe  ot  thia  kind  which  had  been  refer- 
red to  the  Jodioiary  Oonuoittee,  who  made 
application  and  obtained  the  Act  of  Honda 
from  the  Dt^artnwt  of  State. .  A  bill  was 
reported  by  that  oommittee  to  repeal  certain 
acts  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  in  regard  to 
miroasonable  taxes  imposed.  That  bill  passed 
both  EoDses  of  Conmsa:  he  reoolleeted  that 
eaee  distinctly,  and  ke  believed  that  the  act 
regnlatiog  the  Government  of  Florida  required 
that  copies  of  the  laws  shonld  be  transmitted, 
to  be  laid  before  Congress,  who  pomessed  the 
power  of  revinng  all  the  laws  of  the  Terri- 
loiiee. 

lite  resolntlon  was  then  agreed  to. 

Thdbsoat,  December  2t. 
Captain  Porttr. 
lii,  HAim  rose,  and  s^d,  that,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolntton  of  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  cif 
tbe  Navy  had  transmitted  to  the  Senate  tbe 
mvoeedings  of  the  Gonrt  of  Inquiry,  and  of  the 
Ooori  Hutial,  on  Oommodore  Pwter.  Knee 
thia  report  had  been  made,  the  Oommodore 
had  addreaaed  a  letter  to  the  presiding  oScer 


of  the  Senate,  which  had  been  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Naval  A&irs.  That  the  oom- 
mittee might  nave  the  whole  sulfject  before 
them,  Ur.  H.  moved  that  the  letter  of  the  Seo- 
rotary  of  the  Navy,  and  proceedings  of  the 
Court  of  Inquiry  and  Ck)urt  Uartial,  be  referred 
to  the  ssme  committee,    f 

l£x.  Li«TD  of  Massachusetts,  sud  he  thonght 
it  neceesary  to  state  to  the  Senate  the  dronm- 
stances  under  which  he  had  t>ecome  connected 
with  this  snhject  A  few  days  lAer  his  arrival  at 
Woshiugtoa,  Commodore  Porter  called  on  him, 
and  haoded  him  a  letter,  reqnesting  he  wonld 
move  a  call  for  the  proceedings  of  tbe  Court  ttf 
loqniry,  which  was  neld  on  him  and  his  offieere, 
who  had  charge  of  the  sqnadron  on  the  West  * 
lQdiaetatian,inthey«ara]83Sai)die34.  From 
the  good  dispodtion  whioh  he  felt  to  all  the  gal- 
lant ofBoen  of  the  Navy,  and  oertainty  the  dis- 
tingnished  hero  of  Valparaiso  was  cue  of  them, 
he  said  he  had  no  otgeotiou  to  the  call  bung 
made,  although  he  was  not  in  poasesaon  of  the 
cironmstaooee  of  the  case.  In  consequence  of 
this,  Ur.  L.  said,  as  he  had  no  views  of  hb  own 
to  answer,  he  thonght  it  proper  to  ascertain 
whether  the  call  was  ready  to  1m  complied  with, 
and,  in  prosecuting  this  ioqoiry,  he  found  that 
the  mvoeedings  of  the  Conrt  of  Inquiry  and  of 
the  Conrt  Martial  had  been  printed  and  bound 
up  together  in  one  volume,  of  which  there  was 
a  oonriderable  number  with  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, ready  to  answer  the  call  of  either  House 
of  Congress.  In  coosoqnence  of  this,  Mr.  L. 
stated  tneee  iMlia  to  Oommodore  Porter,  who 
assented  to  the  resolution's  being  presented  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  passed  the  Senate.  Some 
days  afler  this,  Commodore  Porter  asked  him 
what  measuree  he  intended  to  adopt  with  regard 
to  tile  oommunication  from  tbe  Navy  Depart- 
ment; that  communication  had  not  then  oeen 
received,  and  Mr.  L.  sud  he  knew  nothing 
more  of  tbe  snt^ect  than  was  contained  in  a  pam- 
phlet the  Oommodore  had  sent  him,  and  what 
ne  had  collected  from  the  newBp^>ers;  and 
unljl  the  oommunication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment had  been  received,  and  lie  waa  better 
aoqnainted  with  the  subject,  he  did  not  think  it 
oonsistent  with  the  decorum  dae  to  the  Senate 
to  adopt  any  further  measurea  in  reference  to 
it.  His  object,  he  said,  was  snswered,  by  obtsin- 
iug  the  oommuDication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  having  it  laid  before  the  Senate.  Ai^ 
other  reason  which  had  induced  him  not  to 
come  to  any  determination  on  the  snlyect,  was 
this— -be  had  seen  that,  when  a  nmllu  motitm 
was  made,  in  the  other  House,  it  was  stated 
Aere  was  other  information  oonneoted  with 
the  case,  wldoh  he  believed  had  been  ordered 
to  be  fnmiahed ;  and  wiabii%  to  know  what  that 
might  contain,  he  had  determined  not  to  pro- 
oeed.  Mr,  L.  eonclnded,  by  obaerving  that  he 
thonght  the  respeot  doe  to  tiie  Senate,  and  to 
himself  had  reqi^red  that  this  explanation 
shonld  be  made. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  HATn  prevailed,  and  tlw 
doeomenia  were  referred  aooordiu|^. 
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Tdudai,  January  8,  isas. 
Ingwt  qf  WtTiti. 
Mr.  Llotd,  of  MaBsachosetti,  roee,  and  said 
that  a  commnnication  had  bcea  laid  on  the 
table  this  morning,  from  the  Treaanry  Depart- 
ment, relative  to  the  quantity  of  wines  import- 
ed into  the  United  States  ainc«  the  year  1800. 
Mr,  L.  Mid  that  the  oWect  of  proonring  the  in- 
formation from  the  Treasurj  Department,  in 
answer  to  the  call  that  had  been  made  for  it, 
was  to  l^d  to  an  investigation,  as  to  the  eipe- 
diency  of  endeaTorins  to  restore  a  trade  to  the 
United  States,  which  had  formerly  been  one  of 
moii  advantage,  bnt  which  in  some  of  ita 
.  branchea,  from  ttie  heavy  rate  of  dntiea  im- 
posed on  it,  had  of  late  years  been  greatly 
diminished.  This  conld  be  donfe  as  he  appre- 
hended, only  by  &  rednction  of  the  rate  of  the 
existiSK  high  dnties  on  the  importation  of  cer- 
tidn  wines.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
hie  Annual  Report,  had  sameated  the  propriety 
of  reducing  the  rates  of  duty  on  teas,  coffee, 
and  cocoa,  and,  as  he  believe^  had  wisely  done 
it;  bnt  all  the  reasons  in  fltvor  of  snoh  a  re- 
daction, applied  aa  strongly  at  least  to  the 
importation  of  wines.  The  trade  with  the 
wine^owing  conntriea  had  fbrmerly  been  more 
Btriotly  a  barter-trade  than  almost  any  other 
ei^oyed  by  the  United  States ;  the  wines  were 
received  in  retnrn  for  the  shipment  of  our  do- 
mestic products — the  flour,  com,  staves,  and 
provisions  of  the  conntir — whereas  the  trade 
m  teas,  and  in  coffee,  so  far  aa  it  was  received 
firom  Java,  Sumatra,  and  Arabia,  was  prosecnted 
with  specie;  and  although  he  had  no  alarms 
respecting  tee  exportation  of  specie,  believing 
that,  in  a  time  of  peace  at  any  rate,  and  in  an 
open  market,  the  supply  would  be  generally 
equal  to  the  demand ;  yet,  as  he  did  consider  a 
trade  which  was  commenced  by  the  erportation 
of  our  own  domestic  products,  and  which  gave 
two  freights  to  our  vessels  instead  of  one,  was 
equally  worthy  of  consideration,  he  had  moved 
for  the  information  which  had  been  given; 
and,  as  he  understocd  the  Committee  of  Finance 
had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  a  redac- 
tion of  dnties  on  importation*^  ne  would  move 
the  reference  of  the  statement  received  from 
tike  Treasury  Department  to  that  committee,  to 
ooufdder  thereof. 

The  reference  to  the  Oommittee  of  Unance 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Thubbdat,  January  6. 
Florida  Canal. 
Hz.  HATm,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  stated,  that  he 
had  received  a  memorial,  which  he  was  re- 
qoested  to  present  to  the  Senate,  on  the  im- 
portant and  interestiDg  subject  of  a  canal  to 
oonneot  the  waters  of  the  Atiantio  and  the 
Golf  of  Uezioo,  aoroea  the  Peninsola  of  Florida. 
It  appears  that  the  Le^alative  Gonncil  of 
Tlorida,  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance 


loBsea  now  snBtained  fiwo  ahipwreoka,  bad,  in 
December  last,  psmed  an  act  appointing  Ooia- 
misrimen  to  report  on  the  eipedteney  ot 
opening  soob  a  canal.  Tbree  of  tne  most  emtir 
nent  citizens  c^  the  Territory  bad  been  i^ 
pointed,  pnrsoant  to  the  proviriona  of  that  act, 
one  of  whom  (CM.  Jamee  Oadsden)  was  advan- 
tagwmaly  known  to  tlie  oonntry  as  formeriy 
a  distingnished  officer  of  the  Anny  of  the 
United  Statea,  and  a  man  of  great  talents  as  a 
dvil  and  military  engineer.  It  appesrs  fruD 
the  memorial  forwarded  by  these  gentlemen, 
that  tbey  are  ready  to  enter  into  the  duties  of 
the  appointment,  whioh  ue  to  be  Rratnitond; 
porfbnnad,  so  eoon  as  snoh  aid  dioudbe  afford- 
ed by  the  United  States  aa  was  detmedeeNiitial 
to  Uie  anooeMftal  ezeootiixk  of  the  task.  It  was 
deemed  by  theae  gentlemen  essenUal  that 
akiUtal  ec^oen  should  be  appt^ted  by  the 
United  States  to  aooompany  the  Oommiasioners 
in  making  the  ueceasary  explorations,  and  tfae 
memorial  wks  of  Oongreas  tlie  neoevary  ^d  to 
enable  them  to  enter  immediately  on  the  work. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  presnined  that  whatever  ought 
be  the  final  decision  of  Oongres  on  the  snlject 
of  this  oanal,  it  was  dne  to  the  reepeotable 
Bonroe  from  which  Ums  memorial  emanated, 
that  it  shonld  reoeive  the  most  reapeotfnl  eon- 
nder^oD.  Be,  therefore,  mov^d  that  the 
memorial  and  the  act  of  the  Le^nslative  Ooon- 
dl  of  Florida  be  printed  for  fiie  nee  of  the 
members,  Mr.  H.  then  presented  the  memorial 
of  Jamee  Gadsden  and  Edward  R.  Gibscw, 
Oommianoners,  appointed  by  the  legislative 
Oonnoil  of  Florida,  "  to  examine  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  openings  oanal  through  the  Penin- 
sula of  Florida,  from  the  waters  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  to  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic," 
accompanied  by  the  said  act  and  praying  for  aid 
of  Congresg  for  the  immediate  exploration  of 
(he  oonntry,  under  the  direction  of  skilfol  engi- 
neers :  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hatsk,  waa 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Omals,  and  to  be  jmnted  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Jir.  JoBNSTos,  of  Looieiena,  said  the  graue- 
man  from  Sooth  Carolina  had  presented  a 
paper  on  a  snbjeot  which  he  himmf  waa  jnst 
about  to  liae  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Senate  in  the  Bh4«  of  a  bill:  and  he  now  gave 
notice  that  he  shonld,  on  Monday  next,  ask 
leave  to  introdace  a  bill  fbr  a  sorrey  and 
estimate  of  a  oanal  throiigfa  the  Feninaola 
of  FI(nida,  ftom  the  month  of  Bt,  John's  lUTei 
to  Tnosmnrnn  Bay,  in  the  Golf  of  Mexico,  and 
to  Bsoertain  the  practicability  and  expense  oS  a 
shipchaaneL 

MosDAT,  Jannaiy  9. 
Mr.  Yak  Bcxxh,  from  the  Conumttee  on  the 
Jndidary,  to  whom  was  referred  so  mnch  of 
the  PreddMt'a  Message  as  related  to  the  Judi- 
ciary, together  with  the  several  resolutions 
whicn  had  been  submitted  on  that  anlject,  rose 
to  make  a  report.    The  KiI;|«ot  of  ■ 
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the  Jadicial  STStem  of  &a  TJaited  States  had, 
he  B«id,  been  before  that  conunittee  for  the  last 
two  or  three  seawona,  and  had  alwajs  proved  a 
matter  uf  great  diffioult;.  Daring  the  last 
MBUon  of  CoDgreee  the  Jndiciarf  Committee  of 
the  Senate  bad  reported  a  bill  "  to  increase  the 
mirober  of  Amooiate  Judges  from  lax  to  nine, 
and  of  the  Oircnits  from  seven  to  ten,"  vhioti, 
together  with  an  extension  of  the  time  for 
hcMding  the  term  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  was 
■11  the  improTements  that  were  then  oon- 
tomplated.  That  bill  was  disoussed,  and  re- 
ceived the  assent  of  a  minority  of  the  Senate, 
hot  waa  not  flaaUr  aeted  on  for  want  of  time. 
The  committee  had  again  considered  the  aahject, 
and  had  bestowed  on  it  all  the  attention  wnich 
its  importanoe  reqaiied;  and  a  mf^jority  of  the 
committee  had  ooncloded  to  report  a  bill  con- 
taimng  similar  provisions  with  that  which  was 
rcfported  last  session ;  although  they  believed  it 
not  to  ba  free  from  ohjeclions,  still  it  was  less 
objectionable  Uian  an;  the  oommitt«e  were  able 
to  devise.  What  was  of  Btill  more  importance, 
they  believed  it  was  a  measure  which  was  likelj 
to  snooeed;  and  this  opinion  was  strength- 
ened by  the  fact,  that  a  biU  containing  sat>- 
BtantUUv  wmilar  }H«viaions,  had  been  reported 
bj  ^e  JndioiaT7  Committee  of  the  other  Honae, 
where  it  had  apparenUj  been  reoaved  with 
fitvor,  and  partly  acted  on. 

lit.  Van  Bobbh  then  reported  the  bill 
"  ftirtber  to  amcod  tlie  Judicial  sjstem  of  the 
United  8tat«B ;"  and  the  bill  "  altering  the  time 
of  bedding  tlie  Mssion  of  the  Snpreme  Oonrt 
of  tbe  Dinted  States;"  which  were  read,  and 
paaeed  to  a  second  reading. 

TuBSDAr,  January  10. 
A  propped  Ptrpebaal  Act, 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  conwder  the  biil  "  to  revive  and 
mako  perpetual  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  ftdng 
the  oompeusationa  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
SenAto  and  Clerk  of  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 
■entstives,  of  tbe  clerks  employed  in  weir 
OFffices,  and  of  the  librarian." 

Mr.  Bahdolfh,  of  Virginia,  said,  althongh 
be  knew  it  was  a  received  maxim,  da  nmtimU 
mon  eurat  l«g,  yet^  often,  in  small  matters,  bad 
precodente  crept  into  l^psladon ;  therefcM«,  he 
dionld  move  to  strike  ont  the  words  ""nfefg 
tliiB  act  perpetual,  beoanse  he  did  not  think 
there  onght  to  be  any  perpetual  law,  under  this 
or  any  other  Ooveroment,  except  the  fimda- 
mental  or  constdtntional  law.  He  I>elieved  it 
■wma  very  well  that  these  acts,  and  all  other 
acts,  should  come  nuder  the  reviaal  of  the 
Ijec^^tore,  Arom  time  to  time.  A  very  wise 
Howiaion  was  made  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
Uw  power  of  the  Preadent,  appointing  certain 
omeers  oolv  for  a  linuted  time,  thai  the  appoint- 
ments might  be  revised  &om  time  to  time  by 
this  Sonse ;  and  if  it  held  good  in  relation  to 
■{tpointmenta,  it  wonld,  a  fortiori,  hold  good 
in  reUUon  to  laws.  As  it  wonld  be  necessary, 
TouTIIL— ai 


after  striking  oat,  to  pnt  In  some  period  of 
limitation,  he  would  propose  it  should  continne 
in  force  till  tiie  ad  of  March,  18S0. 

A  division  of  the  i^nestiou  being  required,  it 
was  first  taken  oa  stnkiDg  out,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative;  and,  aftw  some  conversation 
between  Ueasra-  Eatok,  Holmes,  and  Ran* 
DOLpn,  as  to  tbe  time  to  which  the  act  shoold 
continue  in  force,  Mr,  Houibb  moved  to  insert 
"  four  years,  and  thence  to  tbe  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer."  Mr. 
Ohaihilbb  moved  "  three  years,  and  thence," 
&a,  which  was  carried,  and  the  hill  was  tlien 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 

Florida  CandL 

Ur.  JoBitmov,  of  La,,  said  he  wonld  make  a 
few  remarks  in  entlanation  of  the  object  of 
the  bill.  It  provides,  siUd  he,  for  an  examina- 
tion of  all  tbe  country  south  of  the  St.  Mary's 
and  Appalaohicola  Rivers,  to  ascertain  the  moat 
eligible  route  throng  which  to  connect  the 
Auautic  and  the  Bay  of  Mexico.  It  contem- 
plates, after  this  reeonnoissance,  a  scientific 
survey  of  the  several  routes,  witii  a  view  to 
obtun  all  tbe  Acts  in  relation  to  the  looalitiea 
of  the  country  and  the  ooast^  and  to  obtain 
sndi  plana,  estimates,  and  opinions,  as  will 
hereafter  enable  Oongreea  to  act  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

The  measure  proposed  has  in  view  two  distjnot 
objects:  1.  A  oanalinconneotionwithageneral 
system  of  inland  navigation.  S.  The  practica- 
bility of  a  ship  channel  I  fed  it  s^d  Mr. 
J.,  my  duty,  as  well  from  the  pnnlic  station 
which  I  fill  here,  as  the  peculiar  interest  and 
portion  of  the  State  I  r^resent,  to  bring 
before  this  House,  separately,  a  subject  which 
concerns  my  State,  wliioh  unites  every  interest, 
uid  in  which,  happily,  we  can  all  concur  with- 
out violating  any  oonstitutional  principle.  Tha 
connection  of  tie  Gulf  of  Uexioo  with  the 
Atlantio  forms  a  put  of  the  great  system  of 
inland  navigation.  It  ia  the  most  important 
link  in  the  chfun  of  communication.  It  is  the 
point  of  union  between  the  two  great  portions 
of  our  country — tbe  east  and  the  west.  Ita 
political,  milituy,  and  commercial  advantages 
need  not  be  iUnstrated  here.  The  pnbUo 
opinion  ia  already  soffiolently  enlightened  and 
determined.  It  remains  only  fiir  us  to  {^ve  it 
efibot. 

In  r^ard  to  a  canal  navigation,  it  ia  satis- 
&otory  to  biow,  that  the  work  is  not  only 
practicable,  bot  of  easy  execution,  and  at  a 
small  expense. 

Many  routes  have  been  Indicated,  all  of 
which  are  probably  convenient,  but  it  reqniree 
an  accurate  anrvey  and  estimate,  to  obtun  a 
knowledge  of  the  looalitiea  and  expense,  to 
enable  us  to  decide.  Two  routes  have  been  par- 
tioolarly  mentioned  in  the  bill.  That  from  St. 
Mary's  to  Appalachioola  is  deemed  praotieabla, 
and  thought  to  possess  many  advantages.  It 
passes  through  a  sandy  soil,  of  moderate  deva- 
tion,  abondantiy  aopplied  with  water,  and  eom- 
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mnnioKtea  with  botb  was  in  a  deep  ahannel ;  Its 
diBtaooe  not  exoeeding  two  huodrod  mUw,  vad 
may  be,  in  time,  with  increased  adYaatace,  ex- 
Unidod  to  Penaacola  Bav,  and  thenoa  to  Mobile 
Boj.  That  from  St.  Jt^n'e  to  Vacasutua  Baj, 
Is  »  work  of  easy  execntion.  The  Peninaala  is 
rf  secondary  formation,  or  allnvion,  with  litde 
eleTadon,  and  penetrated  b?  a  cbun  of  lalcee, 
which  deviate  only  a  small  distanoa  from  the 
ahorteat  line  of  oommiuiication  between  the 
two  aeaa.  The  distance  ia  not  more  than  82 
miles,  18  of  which  are  already  nawigaUe  by  the 
river,  Thronghont  the  ramming  74  milee,  the 
soil  is  light,  with  little  elavntion,  easily  excs- 
Tat«d,  and  nuny  natural  facilities.  From  the 
Bt.  John's  River,  the  flrat  IS  miles  are  alluvion, 
with  an  elevatioa  of  only  three  feat  above  the 
waters  of  that  river.  From  thence  the  line 
passes  over  a  renon  whose  elevatioa  is  esti- 
mated  at  eleven  feet,  but  indented  tbrooghont 
by  lakes,  valleys,  and  creeks.  It  is  formed  of 
•  atnta  of  aand  and  clav,  and  bedded  on  lime- 
stone, tring  probably  below  the  point  of  excava- 
tion. The  remaining  20  milea  of  the  line  ta  a 
gentle  Inclination  fW>m  the  Qrest  Prdrie  Ala- 
chut  to  the  B«y  of  Mexico,  with  aaai^  tiaj, 
and  broken  fragments  of  Mone,  mixed,  aai 
earily  removed,  llirongboat  the  whole  line 
there  !a  an  adequate  snpply  of  water,  with  an 
elevation  of  fonr  feet  in  Uie  centre,  and  a  decK- 
oatfon  from  that  height  to  the  Atlantic  in  31 
miles,  and  to  the  Bay  of  Ueiloo  in  84. 

It  is,  moreover,  to  be  observed,  that,  by 
uniting  the  channels  of  a  chain  of  lakes  that 
ezt«nd  into  the  interior,  you  will  greatly  dimiu' 
fsh  the  line  of  excavation,  the  labor,  and  ex- 
pense, while  yon  will  only  increase  the  line  of 
commonication  IS  mUea.  Thos  mnch,  said  Ur. 
J.  I  have  deemed  it  neoessary  to  say,  in  regard 
to  the  two  rontea  designated.  Bnt  there  are 
other  and  higher  eonriderations  connected  with 
this  subject,  thst  claim  the  attention  of  this 
body.  Imean  the  possibility  of  a  ship  cliannel 
•orosB  the  Fetdnsol»— an  object  which,  if  aoeom- 
plished,  woold  operate  an  extraordinary  revo- 
Inlion  in  the  oangation  and  commerce  of  this 
oontinent  From  the  infbrmation  which  I  Iiave 
m  this  snt^eot,  and  the  opinions  of  practical, 
experienoed,  and  scientdfio  men,  I  do  not  enter- 
tain a  donbt  that  the  work  is  prMtUaiU—at 
en  expense  which  the  object  fiilly  Jnstifles — 
and  within  the  means  which  we  can  taiilj 
dsTote  to  it. 

At  present  more  than  one-balf  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Umted  States  depends  on  the  His- 
ds^ppi  Kiver,  and  one-third  of  the  population, 
and  this  proportion  oonstantly  iBoreadng,  have 
Uidr  commerce  thiongh  the  Bay  of  Mexico. 
It  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to  snpersede  liie 
passage  ronnd  the  Onlf  of  Florida.  Of  the 
political  and  oommercial  advantages  of  this 
oommimication,  I  ahali  reserve  the  exposition 
tmtjl  the  bill  is  reported  to  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of  Ur.  JaRK- 
Siov,  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Boada  and 


WBi»nsDA.T,  January  11. 
Florida  Wr»et»n. 

The  Benate  then  prooeeded  to  oonsider,  as  in 
Oommittee  of  tbe  whole,  the  bill  "  to  annul  an 
act  concerning  wreckers  and  wrecked  propwty, 
passed  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Ooun^ 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida," 

Mr.  Van  Btrssir  moved  to  strike  ont  so  mnch 
of  the  bill  as  deferred  the  period  of  its  gmng 
into  operation,  until  the  first  day  of  March  nexL 
He  observed,  that,  as  tbe  provision  of  the  bill 
was  a  matter  of  conriderable  interest,  he  would 
state  as  briefly  as  the  snbiect  would  admit  ol^ 
the  reasons  which  had  induced  the  Oommittee 
on  the  Judiciaiy  to  report  iL  He  said,  that, 
by  an  estabUshed  principle  of  maritime  law,  a 
reasonable  oompensatjon  is  allowed  to  evoy 

Krsoa  who  saves  property  wrecked  on  ttie 
jh  seas.  The  salvor  has  a  lien  on  tbe  pn^ 
erty  for  his  salvage,  and  his  remedy  in  the 
District  Oonrt  of  the  United  fitates,  to  ascer- 
tain its  amonnt  and  enibroe  payment.  By  the 
eslabUshed  practice  of  that  court,  apprc^riate 
prooeedinga  are  prescribed  which  enable  it  to 
do  jusdoe  to  sll  concerned,  by  securing  to  the 
owners  of  the  wreok  tbe  beat  practical  notice^ 
by  matdog  m^er  fbr  the  seoonty  of  the  prop- 
er^ during  the  progreaa  of  the  olidm,  and  hj 
instituting  an  examination  into  the    drcmn- 

stances  of  each  c  

salvage  as  Is  just 


case,  and  settling  aa<Sx  n 
t  and  eqdtable :  which,  ii 


entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  conrt; 
finally,  by  making  disaoBition  of  the  retidoc^ 
alter  dediioting  the  salvage  allowed,  including 
the  right  of  a^udioating  upon  oontested  claims 
thereto,  if  any  snch  existed.  Such,  he  said, 
had  been  the  resnlt  of  this  mode  of  [nrooeeding, 
that  there  did  not  now  exist  a  l^uladve  pro- 
vinon  upon  tbe  subject  as  it  reepeots  civil 
sslvage,  nor  had  any,  to  his  knowledge  or 
belief  been  thought  neoessary  nnce  the  eetab- 
iishntent  of  the  Government  By  the  act  w- 
tsblishing  ■  territorial  government  in  Florida, 
the  judidal  power  was  vested  in  two  Superior 
Oonrtsi  and  those  courts  are  clothed  with  all 
the  powers  of  the  District  Gonrts  a!  the  United 
States,  incloding  eidudve  original  admiral^ 
and  maritime  jmiadiction.  It  is  made  the 
doty  of  tbe  conrta,  respectively,  to  hold  their 
terms  at  Pensaoola  and  St  Augustine:  thin 
affording  to  the  wreckers  on  that  coast,  all  the 
advantages  for  the  recovery  of  their  Balvag«^ 
and  to  the  owners,  all  the  security  for  tiieir 
property  which,  by  the  law  of  the  land,  wu 
extended  to  the  dUzens  of  the  United  States 
in  genera). 

It  appears  that  the  inhabitants  and  Legialative 
Ooimcil  of  Florida,  are  not  content  with  the 
taw  as  it  stood,  and  have  passed  the  act  pro- 
posed to  be  annulled  by  the  bill  nnder  eon- 
uderation.  Tbe  act,  he  said,  had  been  read, 
and  would  be  found  to  oontain  many  proviaiona 
of  an  extraordinary  and  highly  exo^tionaUft 
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oluntot«r.  By  it,  the  wrecker,  inerteod  of  libel- 
ling the  property  in  tiie  Superior  Court,  and 
>ab,}Mting  it  and  its  future  dlqxMitdatt  to  tlie 
order  of  that  court,  is  directed  to  report  it  to  a 
jnadoe  of  Uie  peace  or  notary  pnblio,  who  ia 
anthorizsd  to  anmiDoa  ajnry  of  flve  men ;  two 
of  whom  to  be  eeleeted  by  Ute  wreckers,  two 
try  the  owner,  and  one  by  the  Jostioe  or 
notary;  «r,  in  the  abaenoe  of  the  owner,  (a 
ease,  doubtlesa,  of  oommoa  occnrrence,)  the 
other  three  joTors  to  be  Bdeoted  by  the  Jostice 
or  notary.  To  the  award  of  this  jory,  ia  eob- 
mitted  the  whole  interest  in  qnestion ;  inclad- 
ing  not  only  the  rate  of  salvage,  bnt  the  dia- 
jpodtitai  of  the  wreck ;  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
Territory  is  charged  with  the  etecation  of  the 
ftward.  Notice  of  it  is  to  be  pablished,  for 
twelve  montha,  in  a  pq»er  pubiiahed  in  the 
Territory,  and  if  not  dtumed  within  that  time, 
Oie  whole  Droperly  to  belong  to  tha  aalTora ;  if 
not  dumeo,  the  Territory  to  hare  10  per  cent 
on  the  value  of  the  property ;  if  olaimed,  6  per 
cent,  on  the  enrplaa,  and,  in  all  cases,  8  per 
eenL  on  Qie  whue  valne  of  their  property — 
the  jnatice,  notary,  and  clerk,  have  also  Iheir 
per  oentnm,  and  the  Jury  a  per  diem  allowaaoe. 
The  drcnniitanoee  under  which  the  law  was 
to  be  executed,  he  said,  left  little  donbt  that 
its  ^tecnlion,  for  the  most  part,  devolved  on 
men  who  had  personal  intcreeta  in  the  sobject, 
and  wonld,  of  course,  lead  to  groes^perversioiis 
of  justice.  That  snch  had  been  the  remit,  the 
committee,  be  aud,  entertained  no  donbt. 
From  the  general  stotomeulfl  which  had  been 
made,  and  which  the  committee  thought  en- 
titled to  credit,  it  appeared  that  the  greatest 
■bnaea  had  been  practised  nnder  the  act  in 
qnestion — by  omission  to  provide  for  the  safety 
of  the  property  daring  the  time  allowed  for 
ransom,  by  improper  convermon  of  the  fond, 
and  by  the  allowance  of  nnexampled  rates  of 
■alvage  from  'IS  to  90,  and,  in  one  instance, 


the  committee.  From  the  docnments  on 
table,  it  appeared  that  this  veesel  had  been 
carried  into  Key  West^  hftring  received  but 
little  injury,  at  leoat  in  eomparison  with  the 
kmonnt  of  salvage  allowed.  The  nnderwriten 
in  New  Tork,  on  reoeivioc  information  of  the 
fiust,  sent  their  agent  to  tne  spot  On  his  ar- 
rival, he  found  a  great  part  of  the  oai^  already 
on  board  of  a  vessel  for  Havana,  and  other 
veaseb  ready  to  take  the  reddne  to  difibreut 
pltteea,  where  it  wonld  have  been  impossible 
for  the  owners  to  have  followed  it,  the  packages 
teoken,  the  marks  effaoed,  and  a  salvage  al- 
lowed by  the  Jury,  which  mdaoed  him  to  pay 
(73,600  for  the  ransom  of  the  brig  and  cargo. 
This  nun  he  paid,  and  submitted,  moreover,  to 
the  moat  vexations  and  oppressive  impoutlons 
by  the  wreckers  and  their  friends  and  abettors. 
^t  tttere  was,  he  said,  one  view  of  the  subject 
whiob  superseded  the  necessity  of  farther  ob- 
Mrration  on  the  provision  of  the  act  in  ques- 
tian,  or  the  abuses  which  had  been  practised 


under  it,  and  that  was,  that  the  Legislaliv* 
Connoil  had  no  author!^  to  pass  it.  By  the 
act  establishing  the  territorial  government  a 
limit  is  put  upon  the  le^slative  anthority,  that 
they  shall  pass  no  law  inconsistent  with  tha 
ConstJtatioa  and  law3  of  the  United  States; 
By  the  same  act,  the  Superior  Conrts  of  the 
Territory  are  vested  with  exdosive  admiralty 
and  maritime  jurisdiction.  The  act  proposed 
to  be  annulled,  gives  to  Jnstioes  of  the  peaoa 
admiralty  and  mariljjne  jarisdiction,  in  pal- 
pable v^Dlation  of  the  ftmdamental  law  of  the 
TerritoiT. 

Mr.  V.  B.  said,  that  be  bad  been  Informed, 
rince  the  report  of  the  oomtnitteeu  that  the 
Snpreme  Ooort  had  decided  that  the  law  in 
question  was  unauthorized  and  void.  He  had 
not  learnt  on  what  grounds  that  decisim  was 
made,  but  presumed  it  was,  as  well  it  might 
be,  on  the  plain  principle  he  had  stated.  It 
was  OB  that  acoonht  that  he  wished  the  bill 
amended,  so  that  it  might  go  into  operatiDn 
immediately,  and  that  the  assent  of  Oongreei 
might  in  no  way  be  given  to  its  validity,  which 
wonld  be  the  case  if  the  bill  passed  as  it  dov 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  aod  the  UB 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thiM  reading. 

TsuBBSAi,  Jannary  12. 
PrteentSen  nf  Iktertion., 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Wbol&  to  consider  the  following  bill, 
"to  prevent  desertion  from  the  army,  and  ios 
other  purposes," 

[The  remedy  proposed  by  the  bUl  was  an  Incraasi 
of  pay,  and  retention  of  part  of  the  pay.] 

Kr.  Rvooi^ia  said,  as  no  gentleman  seemed 
disposed  to  oppose  the  passage  of  tiiis  bill,  and 
as  he  had  some  ot^ecttons  to  it,  he  would  stat« 
them  very  briefly  to  the  Senate.  He  was  sen- 
uble  that  his  colleague,  who  reported  the  hiU, 
mnat  be  better  informed  on  this  subject  than 


is  to  prevent  desertion  in  the  army.  Any  law 
that  coold  be  passed  that  would  effect  tbts  oh- 
ject,  weald  be  a  salutary  one,  and  a  sound 
measure  of  txAioy.  Bnt  will  Uiis  bill  accomplish 
this  desirable  reaolt !  He  first  section  provides 
that  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  month  shaD 
be  retained  out  of  the  wages  of  the  soldier, 
until  the  expirstion  of  hia  term  of  service. 
Oongreea  has,  heretofore,  thought  that  even  in- 
creased pay  and  bonuties  were  necessary  to  in- 
duce the  soldier  to  enlist  and  serve  faithfully. 
Large  sums,  in  the  shape  of  bonntiea,  were 
given  daring  the  last' war,  to  enable  the  GoT- 
emment  the  fill  the  ranks  of  the  army.  Thii 
bill  changes  the  policy  that  has  been  heretofore 
pursued  by  the  Qovernment,  and  refuses  pay- 
ment for  aervioea  actually  rendered.  This  wiQ 
not  satisfy  the  soldier — it  will  not  prevent  de- 
sertion. The  most  effectual  mode  that  can  be 
adopted,  is  to  pay  them  well  and  pay  them 
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promptly.  Kr.  S.  Bftid,  if  he  had  a  correct 
CDOWledge  of  that  class  of  our  pt^nlotiaa,  who 
filled  the  r&nke  of  oar  army  in  tune  of  peoee, 
he  was  BatiHfiad  that  it  was  the  pay  that  in- 
dnced  them  to  enlist  and  serve.  Thcj  will  not 
look  to  the  termination  of  five  years  to  receive 
their  reward ;  the  very  act  of  withholding  it 
will  induce  them  to  desert  The  period  is  too 
remote  to  sstiEfj  tbem ;  present  enjoyment  and 
prompt  fAj  alone  satisfies  the  soldier.  There 
ore  many  that  enlist  who  have  familiea  to  bq^ 
port,  who  stand  in  immediate  want  of  their 
eaminga,  and  whose  families  most  sufier,  nnless 
thej  reoeive  the  Just  reward  for  their  eervioe. 
Congress  has  no  more  nsht  to  withhold  the 
pay  of  tiie  soldier,  tlion  the  urmer  has  the  wara 
of  the  laborer  on  his  &rm.  What  has  tieen  Uie 
principal  caose  of  desertion,  mutiny,  and  rebel- 
Uon.  in  the  armies  of  Europe,  and  particularly 
Bpain  I  The  answer  is  r«dy — The  withhold- 
ing the  pay  of  the  soldier.  By  this  act,  Con- 
gress is  abont  to  legalize  a  proceeding  which 
has  done  so  much  mischief,  and  produced  such 
great  difficulties  in  Europe,  lu,  B.  said  he 
would  repeat,  the  only  way  to  prevent  deser- 
tion was  to  pay  your  soldieKj  well,  and  pay 
them  promptly.  The  second  section  of  the  biU 
provides,  that  the  soldier,  who  has  serred  ont 
ODO  tour  of  duty,  and  re-enlista,  shall  receive 
one  dollar  per  month  more.  This  will  produce 
great  difficult;  and  dissatisfaction  in  the  army. 
There  can  be  no  substantial  reason  for  such  a 
disoriminatloD.  The/  onght  nil  to  receive  pre- 
oiselj  the  same  pay — they  stand  in  the  same 
ranks,  fieht  the  same  baMJcs,  and  perform,  in 
every  other  respect,  the  same  dntiea.  Will  the 
soldier,  under  such  circumstances,  who  receives 
one  dollar  leas  per  month  tlian  hia  fellow 
soldier,  be  satisfied?  He  will  noL  He  will 
oomplain ;  and,  iSj.  R.  s^d,  in  bis  opinion,  be 
wonld  have  Just  ^und  of  oomplamt  This 
dissatisfaction,  arising  from  an  miequal  distri- 
bution of  wages,  will  induce  him  to  desert,  and 
leave  tbe  service  in  which  they  are  not  reward- 
ed equally.  The  soldier  who  re-enlists  at  the 
end  of  five  years'  service,  is,  upon  no  Just  prin- 
ciples, entitled  to  greater  pay  than  the  man  who 
leaves  the  plough  and  enters  four  ormr.  Mr. 
R.  said  it  was  from  a  belief  that  the  bill  would 
not  attain  the  object  desired,  and  also  that  it 
was  uneoual  and  unjust  in  its  provisionH,  that 
he  shoola  feel  compelled  to  vote  sgainst  it. 

Ur,  HxBBiBON',  of  Ohio,  said,  to  save  the 
tronble  of  farther  opposition  to  particular  ports 
of  tbe  bill,  he  thought  it  due  to  tbe  committee 
to  ^ve  a  general  outline  of  the  principles  on 
which  tbe  bill  had  been  adopt^o,  and  in  so 
doing,  he  tmsted  be  should  give  an  answer  to 
his  friend  and  colleague.  No  one,  Mr.  H.  said, 
who  had  turned  his  attention  to  the  subject 
would  doubt  that  the  system  which  the  United 
States  had  pursued  in  relation  to  tbe  organiza- 
tion of  the  peace  establishment  was  a  wise  one : 
Qie  laws  on  the  subject  show  that  they  bad 
in  view  the  formation  of  a  large  and  effectual 
annf ,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  conntr; 


should  require  it.  He  believed  that  there  waa 
never  an  arm;  of  its  size  capable  of  so  much 
expansion  as  that  of  the  peace  establishment  of 
the  United  States.  As  far  as  related  to  tbo 
staff  of  tbe  oominisaioned  grade  of  the  arm]', 
they  had,  he  thou^t,  nearly  arrived  at  per- 
fection. But  he  could  si^  irith  tmth,  ttiat  he 
believed  the  non-commisdomed  c^Qoers  and 
irivotea  of  the  arm;  to  be  in  a  worse  state  than 
lad  ever  before  existed  in  America.  The 
dooiunenta  on  which  the  committee  had  acted, 
were  now  before  him.  He  bad  obtained  &om 
the  A4jDUnt  General's  office  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  desertions  amongst  the  aoa- 
commiasioned  officers  and  privates  dnring  the 
last  three  quarters  of  a  yesr,  and  tb^  amount- 
ed to  701.  If  this  proportion  should  continue^ 
the  amonnt  in  one  year  would  be  SS4 ;  and  it 
was  to  be  remembered  that  these  were  enlisted 
ohieSf  from  our  own  population.  In  deliberat- 
ing on  this  snbject,  there  were  two  mode* 
which  offered  themselves  to  the  committee  to 
put  a  stop  to  this  state  of  things :  one  by  in- 
creasing the  punishments  now  inflicted  for  de- 
sertion ;  and  the  other  to  restrain  the  soldier, 
b;  holding  ont  indncements  to  him  for  a  faith- 
M  performance  of  his  dut;,  and  to  make  him 
believe  that  the  path  of  duly  is  tbe  path  of 
interesL  In  addition  to  this  document,  Mr.  H. 
Bud,  he  was  in  posseasion  of  another,  which 
went  to  show  the  amount  of  money  drawn 
from  tbe  treasury,  on  account  ttf  desertions,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  som  of  (10,099  hod 
been  pud  for  apprehending  deserten,  and  $536 
for  the  pursuit  of  those  not  taken. 

The  bill  now  presented  contains  two  pro- 
positions ;  tbe  first,  in  the  Ist  and  2d  sectiMis, 
providing  a  bounty  for  re-enlistment ;  the  other 
m  the  8d  section,  relates  to  increasing  the  pay 
of  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army. 
The  committee  had  adopted  this  plan  in  pre- 
ference to  tliat  propo^g  an  increase  of  pn&ish- 
ment,  and  in  doing  so,  the;  acted  in  accord- 
ance with  what  they  thought  would  be  the 
view  of  the  Senate,  and  they  were  rore  the; 
acted  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  the 
American  people. 

Mr.  H.  said,  it  wonld  be  proper  to  state  the 
manner  in  which  desertion  had  hitherto  been 
punished.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  America  having  had  little  or 
no  intercourse  with  an;  other  part  of  the 
world  than  Great  Britain,  in  r^ard  to  deeer- 
tiou,  had  adopted  tbe  s;stem  of  that  oountt; — 
the  punishment  was  death  or  flogging,  at  the 
option  of  the  court--martiaL  He  was  not  aware 
what  effect  this  kind  of  punishment  hod  on  tbe 
soldiers  of  the  Revolntionor;  war,  but  what- 
ever it  might  be,  it  oould  not  form  a  eriterion 
for  ns ;  for  there  were  circumstances  operating 
on  tbe  mind  of  the  soldier  in  that  war,  soch  as 
extreme  suffering  in  some  instances,  and  the 
ardent  attachment  to  the  cause,  which  pervaded 
ever;  class  of  sooiet;,  which  is  not  likely  again 
to  occur.  Aiter  the  peace,  the  articles  of  war 
prohibited   oonrts-m^lial  irom  inUcting  the 
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nQnisbinent  of  deatb,  except  when  sanctioned 
By  the  Supreme  Executive  snthority — an  ei- 
ception  which  preveiit«d  it  from  ever  being 
re«arred  to.  There  then  rem^ed  no  other 
puniahment  hut  flogging.  The  amallneea  of  onr 
military  eBtabliahment  at  that  time  created  no 
difficult;  in  keeping  the  ranks  fa!! ;  bnt,  when  the 
difficnltf  which  arose  between  us  and  the  Indian 
tribes  on  the  north-west  frontier,  created  the 
necessitj  of  a  large  military  force,  though  no 
law  was  paased  on  the  snbject,  on  a  reonrrenoe 
to  the  advice  of  the  Execntive,  sanctioned  by 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  that, 
tfaongli  war  had  not  been  declared  by  the  IJegv^• 
Istore,  it  existed  in  &ct,  and  that  the  pnnuh- 
ment  of  death  might  he  inflicted  by  a  epurt- 
martial — nnder  Oenerals  St.  Olair  and  Wayne, 
this  thing  was  ofl«n  done.  It  was  found  im- 
possibie  to  realign  desertion  by  flogging,  and 
death  waa  often  inflicted.  In  a  plun  adjaoent 
to  the  town  of  Rttsbnrg,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  spot 
oonid  be  pointed  ont  where  ten  or  twelve,  or 
perhaps  twen^  men,  had  mflered  death  for 
desertion.  This  enormons  waste  of  American 
blood  rused  a  great  commotion  throaghont  the 
ooontry,  and  notwithstanding  the  popularity 
ot  General  Wayne,  It  was  the  occasion  of  strong 
remonstrance  foim  the  citizens  to  the  Ezecn- 
tive.  The  wisdom,  and  even  humanity  of  the 
oonrse  pursued  by  General  Wayne,  was  mani- 
fested by  the  resmt :  for,  from  this  period,  few 
desertions  took  place,  and  a  recnrrence  to 
capital  punishment  waa  seldom  necessary.  At 
the  conclnsion  of  the  warj  by  the  peace  of 
Greenville,  the  right  of  inflicting  the  pnuish- 
ment  of  death  no  longer  pertained  to  conrta- 
martia].  Nothing  was  done  bnt  fl(^;nng,  which 
was  carried  to  snch  an  extent,  asto  create  a 
very  great  dissatiafaction  thronghoat  the  conn- 
try.  Immediately  before  the  last  war,  Qovem- 
ment  thinking,  and  very  properly  loo,  that 
this  mode  of  punishment  would  be  the  means 
of  preventing  the  filling  np  of  the  army,  re- 
pealed that  section,  and  declared  that  stripes 
oboold  no  longer  be  inflicted.  I  feel  constdor- 
able  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  I  am  one  of  the 
officers  who  were  conadted  on  that  occasion, 
who  gave  an  opinion  fkvorable  to  the  abolition 
of  tb^  disgraceM  ponishment. 

Since  the  conclusion  of  the  lost  war,  the 
omal  pnnishment  has  been  what  ia  caUod  the 
b^  and  chain,  and  hard  labor;  and  what  has 
been  the  result  of  thist  In  one  year  there 
have  been  984  desertions — It  is  mre^  ttme 
that  some  remedy  should  be  applied.  Will  yon 
again  recur  to  the  system  of  flogging,  or  will 
joa  again  anthorize  the  infliction  of  the  punish- 
ment  of  death  t  The  feelings  of  the  American 
Congress  are  too  strongly  in  unison  with  thoBe 
of  the  naUoQ,  to  recur  to  that,  till  the  one 
which  is  recommended  by  the  committee  shall 
haTe  been  tried— one  which  is  more  lenient, 
and  is  addreased  to  the  mind  of  the  aoldier. 
Bach  was  the  intention  of  the  oonmutt«e  in  re- 
porting this  bilL  It  has  been  supposed  by 
MnD«  persona  who  have  turned  their  attentioa 


to  the  subject,  that  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
which  relates  to  the  retention  of  a  portion  of 
the  soldier's  pay,  would  be  sufficient  to  answer 
the  desired  end.  There  have  also  l>een  some 
objeotiona  to  it :  for  my  colleogne  thinks  it 
wnl  have  an  injurious  effect  on  the  recmiting 
service.  Alone  it  wonld  not  be  sufficient,  but 
taken  in  connection  with  the  other  sections  of 
the  bill,  I  trust  will  be  found  osefuL  My  col- 
league Bska,  what  is  the  motive  which  indnces 
men  to  enlist  in  the  army,  and  to  a  f^thfnl 
performance  of  their  duty  f  He  says  it  is  the 
pay.  I  allow  that  it  is  so  with  regard  to  the 
first  enlistment ;  but  an  old  aoldier  enlists  from 
other  and  better  motives.  The  only  objection 
I  could  think  of  to  the  first  section  is,  tbat^  at 
the  expiration  of  his  period  of  service,  he  will 
have  his  pocket  full  of  money,  and  would  go 
home  to  spend  it  instead  of  re-enlisting.  But, 
sir,  it  is  the  humane  practice  in  the  army  .to 

Eant  frirlonghs  to  the  old  and  faithful  soldiers. 
1  old  soldier,  therefore,  who  has  $100  in  hia 
pocket,  and  wisbes  to  re-enllst,  would  be  al- 
lowed to  go  home  and  spend  amcmgst  his 
friends  the  money  he  has  g^ed. 

In  regard  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  It 
is  not  only  a  measure  of  Justice,  bnt  a  measure 
of  humanity,  and  I  may  add  of  economy,  also. 
My  colleague  has  asserted  it  will  produce  dis- 
satisfaction amongst  the  soldiers  of  the  army, 
where  one  man  Is  paid  more  than  another. 
Sir,  there  is  not  a  service  in  £nn)pe  in  which 
this  system  does  not  prevful ;  and  m  those  ser- 
vices where  this  idea  is  moat  prevalent,  there 
has  been  a  more  efficient  and  better  conditioned 
army.  England  commenced  *  pl*n  of  this 
kind  nnder  the  adminstration  of  Gaarlee  Fox,  a 
man  whose  policy,  wisdom,  humanity,  and 
whose  exceUence  ot  character,  are  equal  to  any 
other  that  ever  guided  the  helm  of  state. 
When  this  plan  was  first  adopted,  a  small  ad- 
dition was  made  to  the  pay  of  the  soldier; 
each  soldier  having  served  a  certain  time,  was 
entitied  to  an  additional  penny  a  day,  and  for 
the  second  period,  of  two-pence  a  day;  and 
this,  however  insignificant  it  may  appear  to  tia, 
Is  to  the  British  soldier  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance. I  have  some  knowledge  of  British 
soldiers,  and  whilst  conversing  with  the  prison- 
ers of  the  British  army,  I  could  distinguish  by 
the  erect  attitude  and  correct  deportment,  the 
pride  they  felt  in  being  called  veterans. 

This  plan  has  been  adopted  by  every  army 
In  Enrope.  The  value  of  an  old  soldier  to  ao 
army,  sir,  is  known  to  every  militaiy  man. 
There  is  not  an  officer  who  has  served  in  the 
army  but  knows  that,  for  a  considerable  ^me 
after  he  has  enlisted,  a  recruit  is  worth  noth- 
ing. The  money  that  ia  pwd  him,  the  clothes 
which  are  given  him,  and  the  arms  which  are 
put  into  his  hands,  and  which  are  frequentiy 
oestroyed,  are  so  much  loss  to  the  Govern- 
ment I  have  In  my  hand,  sir,  a  calcnlation, 
made  by  an  excellent  officer  in  the  army,  M^or 
Wool,  frwn  which  it  appears  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loss  of  anna,  the  expense  ctf  pro- 
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Tuloiie,  &0.,  eactt  recrmt,  sent,  for  uuUuoeL  to 
Oraan.  Bey,  will  cost  eighty  dollars  So  that 
an  old  soldier,  who  wul  re-anlist,  is  worUt 
eightj  dollan  more  to  the  OoTenunent  than  a 
rMrnit,  ezelnriTo  of  the  ohanoe  of  deaertdon. 
To  thU  may  be  added  the  paj  and  sabsistenoe 
of  the  recmit  till  he  arrives  there,  vhioh  will 
■well  the  amount  to  apvardi  of  ons  imndnd 
doUara. 

Ur.  Ohakdlsb  aaid  he  believed  that  whan 
the  Senate  considered  what  sort  of  men  the 
ranks  of  the  armj  were  filled  with,  in  time  of 
peace,  the;  would  perceive  how  dimcnlt  it  was 
to  prevent  desertion ;  fbr  so  Ions  tB  SQcb  qnao- 
ttties  of  wild  land  remained,  which  is  so  easily 
Oht^oed,  it  is  imposmble  to  induce  men  to  enlist 
into  your  armj,  who  have  any  thoughts  of 
Isjine  ui>  any  thing  for  themselves,  those  who 
do  enlist  in  a  Idme  of  peace,  are  senerallf  a  class 
of  men,  who  enlist  for  the  sake  of  the  small 
amount  of  pay  given,  merely  to  snfiply  them 
with  something  to  dnnl^  which  is  abont  all 
titej  wish.  The  object  of  the  bill  U  to  prevent 
desertion,  and  I  dtmt  know  bnt  what  It  will 
hftTfi  the  eflbc^  for,  if  joo  atop  one  d(dlar  and 
fiftv  omtB  a  mcoitli  fixnn  ti)^  pay  they  will  Dot 
(oUst,  if  they  do  sot  enlist  they  will  not  desvt  -, 
bat  so  long  as  your  army  ia  made  ap  of  moh 
materials  as  are  enlisted  in  a  time  of  peaee^  they 
will  desert,  If  enlisted ;  neither  stoppage  of  pay, 
or  u)pointing  of  chaplains,  as  suggested  by  the 
Ohunnan,  will  prevent  it.  I  will,  however, 
paee  by  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and  make  a 
few  observations  npon  the  reddne  of  it.  With 
respect  to  the  second  section,  which  provides 
fbr  increasing  the  pay  of  the  s<ddier  on  his  re- 
enlisting,  Mi.  0.  afAad,  to  what  kind  of  men  dc 
yoQ^ve  this  additional  pay  t  Whytothb  sanu 
class  of  men  whom  yoa  etjlst  in  time  of  peaoe^ 
and  the  Oburman  of  the  Oommittee  has  jost 
Informed  us,  that  in  one  Tear,  abont  nine  hnn- 
dred  of  them  oat  of  lew  than  uz  thousand,  say 
one-sixth  of  the  whole,  have  deserted,  indading 
thirty  or  forty  non-commissioned  offlcera ;  they 
enter  yonr  service  with  habits  and  morals  not 
the  moat  correct,  and  they  are  not  generally 
bettered  by  being  in  the  service.  The  bill  pro- 
poses, after  the  soldier  has  served  five  years,  to 
add  one  dollar  per  month  to  hi»  pay  if  hi 
enlists  for  five  years  more,  and  at  tho  ex 
lion  of  that  five  years,  if  he  le-enlists  to  add  to 
his  monthly  pay  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
more,  making  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
month  more  to  this  soldier,  who  is  broken  down 
1^  bad  habits  after  ten  or  more  years'  servioe, 
than  yon  give  to  the  soldier  who  enlista  at  the 
commencement  of  a  war,  when  yonr  army  ta 
made  ap  of  a  difi'erent  class  of  men,  men  who 
eoterit  from  far  higher  and  better  motives  than 
those  who  enlisted  in  a  time  of  peace.  Those 
who  enter  the  service  at  the  commencement  of 
a  war,  aremen  who  have  ftmilies  and  property 
to  defend,  men  of  correct  habita,  and  after  a 
&w  months'  service  one  of  them  is  worth  three 
of  those  who  have  been  fifteen  vears  in  servioe 
in  time  of  peaoe;  and  I  appeal  to  any  officer 
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who  has  seen  servioe,  whether  he  does  not  find 
this  to  be  the  ease.  As  to  the  third  section  id 
the  bill,  Hi.  0.  sud,  he  agreed  with  the  Chur- 
man,  that  the  pay  of  the  non-oommiseiooed  staff 
was  rather  low,  as  also  the  first  sergeant,  and 
that  they  were  a  very  important  part  of  the 
army;  but  if  the  pay  pf  a  sergeant  midor  aod 
quartermaster  sergeant,  mast  be  fifteen  dollars, 
whUii  he  tbooght  too  high,  he  thonght  that  the 
firat  sergeant  of  a  company  shoold  not  be  man 
than  twelve  dollars ;  it  would  be  more  in  pro- 
portion to  liie  grade  and  the  services  perfonned, 
and  qnlte  as  satisfactory.  It  may  be  well  tat 
geotiemen  to  r^nember  when  they  make  com- 
parisons between  tiie  pay  of  vne  sabaltMn 
officers  and  the  non-oommisnoned  officers,  that 
the  latter  are  fnmirfied  with  clotbing  bv  the 
Oovenunent  in  addition  to  th^  pay,  while  tlie 
former  famish  their  own  clothing,  which  leaves 
lees  difference  in  their  payandemolnmentathsn 
at  first  sight  mieht  appear. 

The  question  then  being  on  engrosung  the  hSi 
for  a  third  reading,  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  yeas  and  naya,  as  follows : 

Tus,— Messrs.  Buton,  Benton,  Bemen,  Bon- 
Bny,  Chase,  Edwards,  Kills,  Haniaon,  Hendricks, 
Kitmes,  JohDwa  of  Ky.,  Johnston  of  La.,  Kaoev 
^Dg,  Uoyd  of  Hasa.,  MiOIvalne,  Hai^  MiDi, 
NoUe,  EobUns,  Bowan,  Seymour,  Thomas,  Tan 
Bnren,  Wtdte,  Woodbury— SB. 

Naib.— Henct.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cobl^ 
Baton,  Flndky,  HsMtn,  Randtdph,  Bnolei,  Bnulli, 
Willie,  Van  Dyke— la. 

The  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

HforniT,  January  16. 

Ur.  Hatbk,  from  the  Gommittae  on  Navil 
Afiyrs,  made  the  following  report : 

"  The  Committee  on  Naval  AJIUn,  to  whom  wis 
referred  a  letter  from  Capb^n  David  Porter,  oC  the 
United  States  Navy, 'reqaesting  an  iDvestlKstioo  of 
charges  contueed  in  commonicatioas  from  ThoBiai 
Banjul  and  John  Hountainj'aDdtowhom  wu  also 
referred  a  tetter  frem  Thomas  Randall,  on  the  sams 

ibject,  tonther  with  a  commnnication  from  tbe 


d  Court  Hartial,  in  reli^oo 


Secretuy  <S  the  Navy,  covering  tbe  proceediDgi  of 
the  Court  of  loqiiirj  and  C  '  "  '' '  '"  ■  -■-- 
to  Cttpiain  Porter,  report : 

"'niat  tbey  bavehad  tbeee  several  commanica- 
tiona  under  condderation,  and  find  nothing  in  tba 
cbaracler  of  the  transactions  to  vliicb  they  relate, 
that  requires  the  interferenee  of  this  Bouae. 

"  It  appears  that  the  case  of  Captun  Porter  baa 
been  labmilted  to  the  proper  tribunals;  and  tha 
committee   do  not  feel  themselTCe  wananied  In 
formlDg  any  opinion  nnfavonbte  to  thdr  decUoM, 
or  indrngiog  any  Impreadon  that  their  proceedingB 
reqnlre  teridon.    The  committee  consider  it  doe 
alike  to  ttie  praserration  of  a  proper  ^sdpline  and 
to  the  reputation  of  our  otBcera,  that  appeala  shouU 
not  be  eDConraged  from  tbe  deci^ons  of  the  Kli- 
tary  Courts.      Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  and 
seeing  no  MidActory  rei  '      '  -----  -'-- 

authority  of  the  Bouse  in 
anally  settled  by  the 
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yit.  Bsnon,  fh>m  the  Beleot  Ootntnittoe,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  wTeral  rescdntlone  pro- 
posinff  ameadmenta  to  tbe  Oooetitii^OQ  of  the 
United  StatM,  made  &  report,  in  part,  aooom- 
panied  by  the  following  Joint  reeolntion : 

"AmoIhi^  byA»St»«tttmdBo<mofItmirtmm- 
bttivet  of  a*  Uniltd  BtatM  ofAmmica  in  CSmgreu 
aimmiUd,  tvo-tfttrA  cf  to&  Baiuu  aomaaritif. 
That  tbe  following  unendment  to  tbe  ConMltution 
of  the  Doited  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legldature* 
of  the  KTeral  States,  «hleh  when  ratified  bj  the 
Leeialataree  of  three-foartbi  of  the  States,  sbaH  ba 
Talid  to  all  fiiteiit<  and  purposes,  as  part  of  tbe  coo- 
atltDtioa : 

"  That,  hereafter,  the  FreiJdent  and  Vice  Pred- 
dent  of  tbe  noUed  Stale*  ihaU  be  cboaen  by  tbe 
people  of  the  reapaetira  Sulei,  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowbg:  aaoh  State  shall  be  diTided,  b7  the  Legis- 
latare  thereaE|  into  dlstricti,  eqnsl  in  nnnitwr  to  the 
whole  nnmber  of  Senalora  and  BepreaentatiTei  to 
which  aueh  Statea  vbmj  be  entitled  ut  the  Coogren 
of  the  United  Btatea;  the  i^d  districts  to  be  oom- 


poaed  of  eondsnoaa  torritory,  and 

naaii;  aa  maj  be,  an  eqnil  number  of  pei        ... 
titled  to  be  represented  under  the  connituUon,  and 


to  be  laid  off,  for  tbe  flrst  time,  immediately  after 
the  ralJficatiOD  of  this  amendment,  aod  afterwards 
mt  tbe  session  of  the  Lepalalnre  next  ensniog  the 
«pportionmeat  of  RepreeentattTes  by  the  Congreaa  of 
the  United  Statee ;  or  oftenar  If  deemed  necaaaary 
by  the  LeRUatore  of  the  State;  bat  no  alteration 
■iter  the  Scat,  or  after  each  detopnlal  fbmuUton  of 
districts,  shall  take  effect  at  the  next  enaaliig  elec- 
tion after  such  alteration  is  made.  That  oo  the 
fiiat  Thnriday,  and  sncceeffing  Fridaj,  in  the  month 
of  August,  of  tbe  year  one  thousand  e^t  hundred 
knd  twenty-eight,  and  on  the  same  £y  In  erery 
fourth  year  there  alier,  the  citixens  of  each  State 
who  possess  the  quallScations  requisite  for  electors 
of  the  moet  aomeroos  branch  of  the  State  Legisla- 
cnre,  shalt  meet  within  thetr  respeetlre  districts,  and 
▼ote  for  a  President  and  Vice  Frerident  of  the 
United  States,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  sfaall  not  be  an 


person  reedtii^  the  greatest  nnmber  of  TOtea  fbr 
Fiarident,  and  the  one  recdring  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  Totes  for  Vice  Piesidgnt,  in  each  district, 
■hall  be  holden  to  have  recoired  one  Tote;  which 
fiMt  shall  be  immediately  certiRed  to  the  Goramor 
of  the  State,  to  each  of  tbe  Senators  In  Coogress 
from  such  State,  and  to  tbe  Prerident  of  tbe  Senate. 
The  Gongreaa  of  tbe  United  Statea  sliaU  be  in  ee«- 
non  on  ^e  second  Uonday  in  October,  to  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hnodred  and  twenty-eight,  and 
on  the  same  day  in  eTcir  fourth  year  tbereiAer  i 
amd  the  Preddent  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  tit 
Uie  Senate  and  Bouse  of  BepresentatlTee,  aball  open 
nd  tne  Tolas  dtall  than  be 


tMT  be  e^oal  to  ■  n^fOfi^  of  the  whole  lumdMrof : 


TOtes  giren ;  but  if  no  person  hare  such  m^orityv 
then  a  second  election  shall  be  held  on  the  firal 
Thursday  and  soeceeding  Friday  in  tbe  nonth  (^ 
December,  then  next  enauiog,  between  tbe  persona 


ed,  the  result  certified,  and  the  rotes  oonnted,  la 
tbe  same  manner  as  the  first ;  and  the  perswt  att^ 
ing  the  greatest  nnmberof  roles  for  Preddent,  shall 
be  the  IreddenL  Bat  if  twoor  more  paisons  shall 
hare  receired  tbe  greatest  and  eqaal  nnmbra  «i 
rotes  at  tbe  second  election,  the  House  of  Repr» 
gentatiTss  shall  choose  one  of  them  fbr  Preddent, 
as  is  now  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  The  per- 
son baring  the  greatest  nnmber  of  roles  for  Tioe 
President,  at  tbe  first  eleotion,  shaU  be  the  TIo* 
President,  If  snoh  nnmber  be  equal  to  a  mitfo'iV  <^ 
the  whole  nnmbat  of  TOtea  giren:  audif  tiopeiwa 
hare  soch  m^oiity,  then  a  eeoond  elecUoa  shell 
take  [daoe  between  the.penooa  ba^g  tbe  two 
blgfaest  oambers,  on  the  same  day  that  the  seoood 
oImUoo  Is  held  for  Preddent ;  and  the  petsen  har- 
ing  the  hlgbeat  number  of  robes  tw  Tloe  FMddsn^ 
Shan  be  tbe  Tlce  Preddent.    Bat  If  two  or  mCM 


persons  shall  hare  reoelT«d  the  neatest,  and  as 
equal  number  of  rotes  in  the  sscond  decllon,  ttea 
tbe  Senate  shaUehoose  one  of  them  fur  Tloe  Real- 


of  Tloe  Preddent,  and  not  naoeesaiy  In  Um 

of  Pnddent,  then  Um  Senate  shall  aheosa  a 

Ttce  Preddent  fran  tbe  persona  harlng  tbe  two 

highest  niunbara  in  the  first  deoUoa,  as  ie  now  pet- 


In  tbe  e 

The  resolt)ti(»i  was  twice  read,  and  made  tlis 
spedal order  of  the  dajfor  Uondar,  the  BOA  InsL 

Kr.  BowAN  of  Eentnoky,  said,  as  thia  was  « 
snl^eot  in  which  the  deareet  interests  of  Uw 
people  were  vitally  involved,  he  should  wish  ■ 
large  Qomber  of  this  Report  to  be  printed,  to  he 
distritmted  amongst  the  ^tec^le  <rf  the  Unioij 
that  the  Senate  might,  by  its  diffbtiMi,  have  u 
opportoi^^  to  learn  their  sentiments  and  be  an- 
liffltened  bj  tbeir  wisdom  on  the  Kil|}est 
Wliether  ocai^dered  with  regard  to  the  great 
interest  which  the  snl^eet  poasessed,  o^to  tha 
great  ablKt;  with  whioh  it  bad  beoi  dRoised, 
It  merited  that  the  higheet  nnmber  ahoold  b« 
printed  which  it  was  oostomai;  to  print  of  iA< 
terestiog  doooments,  and  he  moved  that  thna 
thousand  be  printed ; 

Which  mouoit  was  canied. 

UoSDAT,  Jsnasrr  SB. 
Catt  <f  Conmtudart  Forttr. 

On  motion  of  Vr.  DicnxKftoir,  of  New  JerBejr 
the  Soiate  proceeded  to  the  considerctian  aS 
the  fbllowing  r^iort  of  the  Oonunittee  on  Naval 
AfiUT8,m&de  some  days  ago : 

"  Tbe  Committee  on  Karal  Alhlrs,  to  whom  waa 
referred  a  letter  trwa  Captain  Darid  Porter,  of  the 
United  States  Kavy,  ■  reqnesting  an  inrestigatioo 
of  ehaigea  contained  in  eommanieations  from 
Thomas  Bandall  and  John  Hcuntdn;'  and  to 
whom  was  also  referred  a  letter  from  Thomas  Bai^ 
dall,  en  the  ssom  sol^ect,  together  with  a  comma- 
nioation  from  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  coreiinc 
the   Prooeedinga  of  the   Coort  of  Inqnby  anl 
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Coan  HwtUl,  in  reUtion  to  ChpUn  Porter,'  te- 

"  Tli4t  tli«j  turn  hkd  tbcM  wf enl  cooimmiica- 
tloDS  under  coDdderMion,  uid  find  nothing  in  Am 
chancier  of  the  tnnsactiobi  to  which  tliey  rehite, 
tb>t  reijnireB  the  interfsrenoe  of  tlik  HooM." 

WxDSEBDAT,  JanoArj  SS. 
Diierimiiiaiiiif  I>utiti, 

Tha  Sonate  proowded  to  th«  oonsidenitioii  of 
the  following  bill,  reported  b;  the  OomTiiittee  oa 
Oommeree,  "  in  Addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '  an 
aot  ooncerning  dleorimiDatdDg  duties  on  toonage 
aad  impost.' 

"St  it  tnaeltd,  4)e^  n>t  upon  MtisbctMT  erl- 
dence  iMins  glTsn  to  the  Ptetldent  of  tlM  United 
Stales,  bT  toe  GoTenmieat  of  anj  foiwgn  nation, 
(hat  no  UMtimluating  dntiea  of  tonnage  or  impost, 
la  tlie  diMdvantage  <rf  the  United  SUtea,  are  im- 
poaed  or  leried  in  the  porta  <rf  the  Mid  nation, 
uaoa  TBMBli  whollj  bdon^^ng  to  dUtena  of  the 
United  Statea,  or  upon  tbe  produoe,  nunnftctnrea, 
«r  merchandise,  imported  in  tlia  aame,  from  the 
United  States,  or  fiom  an;  foreign  conntry,  "* 


PveAltnt  la  heiAj  anthoriied  t< 


t  hiapToda- 


datiea  of  tonnage  and  impost,  within  the 
States,  ara,  and  slial  be,  subtended  and  discontio- 
ned,  BO  &r  as  reapeels  the  veiseta  of  the  uid  for- 
eign nation,  and  tbe  produce,  manofkctureB,  or 
netcltandias  imported  into  ttte  United  Sutei  in  the 
same,  fniiB  the  said  foreign  nation,  or  from  any 
•tber  foreign  oonnti; ;  tliB  said  suspension  te  take 
eflbet  from  the  time  of  aoch  notiSoation  bdng  giTen 
t«  the  President  of  the  United  BUtes,  and  to  con- 
time  BO  iong  as  the  redpvooal  exemption  of  Tusels 
t>elong1ng  to  dtixens  of  tlie  United  States  and 
titdr  cargoei,  bb  afoMsald,  diail  tie  continned,  and 
no  tenger." 

Itr.  Llotd,  of  HuBuhvsetts,  said,  the  olject 
of  tb«  bill  was  to  clothe  the  Exoontivo  witli  tbe 
ontbority  to  profit  to  aoy  foreign  nation  who 
Tonld  reciprocate  Uie  same  lltieral  oonditions 
to  the  United  States,  an  entire  eqaality  of  eom- 
mercls^nterconrse ;  in  other  words,  that  the 
Teasels  and  merchandise  of  fore^  powers, 
agreeing  to  this  condition,  shonld  be  admitted 
Into  the  ports  of  the  United  Btatee  oa  preciselr 
the  same  terms,  and  be  snMect  to  no  other  or 
higher  rates  of  dvty,  whether  of  tonnage  or  of 
impost,  than  the  vessels  and  oargoes  of  the  eat- 
Izens  of  the  Unit«d  Ststee.  This,  it  wonld  be 
perceived,  when  acceded  to,  amowited  to  a  oom- 

Slete  remoTsl  of  the  eyatem  of  discriminating 
Dties  with  the  parties  agreeing  to  it.  The  re- 
port, he  said,  which  had  l>een  made  bj  the 
Committee  of  Commerce,  Md  on  the  tablee  of 
tiie  members  of  the  Senate,  woidd  ^ve  the  gen- 
eral reasoning  on  the  salfject,  and  more  espedallj 
wonld  the  minnte  atatementa  aooompanyiog  it, 
famish  predse  data,  on  which  gentlemen  oosld 
correct^  form  their  opinions  as  to  the  expedi 


snded,  a 


f  rejecting  the  bill, 
lid  laare  Uie  subject 


Host  gladly,  he  ssjd  he  would  feare  &e  subject 
on  this  gronnd,  bat  he  had  been  Informed,  in  the 
powtion  in  which  he  stood,  as  OhAirmau  of  the 


Oommtttee,  that  somethlog  more  was  eipected 
from  Lira;  and  that  other  elucidations  of  the 
hill  ahonld  he  given.  These  expectations  he 
would  endeavor,  then,  as  briefly  as  in  his  power, 
to  comply  with,  and,  in  doing  it,  attempt  to  trace 
the  orjnn,  pn^p-ess,  and  effect  of  the  diacrimi- 
natiog  duties,  adverting,  in  his  remarks,  to  three 
or  fonr  marked  eras  iu  the  commerciaJ  historj' 
of  the  United  Statee ;  showing  the  relatave 
amonnt  of  the  foreign  trade  at  the  different  pe- 
riods referred  to ;  the  proportion  of  it  enjoyed 
by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  tiiat 
part  of  it  occnpied  by  for^gn  navigation  ;  also, 
the  present  state  of  this  trade,  and  tbe  amount 
of  it  exhibited  at  the  date  of  the  latest  returns 
from  the  Tressnry  Department  in  1624.  He 
would  then  advert  to  the  effbct  to  be  prodnced 
bj  the  passing  tbe  bill,  on  the  commerce  of  this 
and  other  conntries,  and  leave  it  to  the  better 
jadgment  of  the  Senate  for  its  decision. 

The  discriminating  dntiee,  he  s^d,  were  oo 
eval  with  the  Government,  being  among  the  first 
acts  after  its  adoption ;  the  eftect  was  aalntary 
and  beneficent  in  a  high  decree  ;  at  this  time 
the  navigatitm  of  the  United  States  was  in  not 
only  a  depressed,  bnt  nearly  a  prostrate  stateL 
We  had,  before  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Oon- 
stitntion,  scarcely  recovered  from  the  impover- 
ishment and  eihanstion  of  the  war  for  Independ- 
enoe ;  we  had  no  common  head  to  protect  oar 
rights  or  property  in  foreign  conntriea ;  alien 
duties  abroad  were  Imd  on  our  navigation,  which 
we  had  no  power  to  retaliate ;  for,  if  one  State 
retaliated  these  dotiee,  and  the  others  did  not 
follow  her  example,  her  situation  was  CMily 
changed  from  bod  to  worse— as  it  drove  the 
little  foreign  trade  she  might  have  from  her 
ports  to  those  of  the  States  where  no  duty  was 
imposed.  The  conaeqnenoe  was,  we  oonld  not 
compete  with  foreign  navigators ;  they  taxed  oar 
vessels,  but  w  e  coold  not  tax  theirs ;  and  this  in- 
equality was  decisive  against  ns ;  tbe  conse- 
quence in  a  little  while  wonld  have  been,  that 
tne  whole,  or  nearly  tbe  whole  carrying  trade 
of  the  United  States,  even  for  our  own  products, 
would  have  been  in  the  hands  of  foreign  naviga- 
tors. At  this  period  the  General  Qovenunent 
was  most  happuy  adopted,  and  the  discriminating 
duties  were  impoaed;  the  effect  was  electrical: 
the  merchante  and  navigators  of  the  United 
Btatee  saw  the  whole  revenue  of  enactions  of  tlie 
Government  based  upon  the  intoreetwitli  which 
they  were  moat  nearly  oonnected ;  they  felt  they 
had  a  Government,  not  only  able,  but  willing,  to 
protect  them ;  and  that  the  countervailing  duties 
wonld  place  them  in  some  degree  on  a  footing 
with  other  nations;  from  this  moment  the  nav- 
igation and  commerce  of  the  United  Statea  most 
rapidly  expanded,  increasing  in  a  ratio  unexam- 
pled in  the  records  of  any  other  people.  In 
17S0,  the  whole  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  was  only  2M,000 
tons,  of  which  more  than  100,000  was  in  foreign 
navigation ;  but  in  the  short  space  of  17  or  18 
years  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  fordgn  trada 
of  the  United  States  had  iweUed  to  bo  less  >a 
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BmoDnt  than  1,200,000  ioM,  ^ving  ui  inoreaae, 
in  this  short  apooe^  of  more  than  five  fold,  of 
which  not  nearl;  on«-hal^  as  in  lT8fl,  was  in 
foreign  navigaticm,  bat  onlr  86,000  tous,  ont  of 
1,200,000  Uma;  giving  an  increaae  of  tba  Amer- 
ican tonnage,  nine  tiniee  over — it  haTing  in- 
creued  dnring  thia  time  fh>m  abont  130,000 
tonsto  1,100,000  tons.  Tbiawaa  the  second  pe- 
riod to  vbioh  he  should  allnde.  Bat  this  highlj 
grati^iog  state  of  prosperitj  for  the  ooramerce 
and  navigation  of  the  Uiuted  States,  he  ooold 
not  contend,  arose  ezcloaivelj,  or  prindpallj, 
from  the  impomtion  of  dieoriminatiag  dnties ; 
nor  did  it  ariaemainlr from  them;  itaroaefrom 
other  and  m(s«  powerfid  oanses;  from  the  po- 
litical events  of  the  tJme« :  from  the  wan  of  the 
French  Bevolotion,  which  soon  followed — 
wbioh  eontiniied  for  twenty  yean,  embracing 
in  their  votUs  within  that  tame,  all  the  nav- 
igating States  at  Europe;  denngus  and  over- 
tninlng  thdr  oommeroU  avatems,  and,  when  en- 
gaged in  war.  aweeping  aU  their  shipping  from 
the  ocean,  with  the  dngle  exception  of  Qreat 
Britain,  whoae  naval  preponderanoe  enabled  her 
to  protect  bar  meroaatile  marine.  Id  this  state 
<tf  thinga,  the  commerce  of  the  world  waa  almost 
entirdy  thrown  into  the  hinda  of  Amerioan  mer- 
obants  and  ship  owners;  and  thia,  to  the  greater 
extent,  was  the  sonroe  from  whidi  the  nnezam- 

Jiled  success  of  Amerioan  commerce  and  Amer- 
oaa  navigation  had  arisen. 

At  tbia  period,  he  aaid,  the  two  great  combat- 
ants  of  Europe  were  struggling  for  thw'  polit- 
ical eiiiitence ;  and  a  great  ol^ect  on  eaoh  dde 
nndonbt«dly  waa,  to  gain  powerfol  andliariaH. 
or  allies,  in  the  conlesL  This  motive,  increased 
by  a  jealooay  of  the  nnrivalled  proaperitv,  and 
growing  power  of  the  Uoited  States — ana  per- 
haps also  by  something  of  cnpidlty  to  reap  a  part 
of  the  profitable  bnuoeas  they  were  prosecntiog 
— 4)robably  led  to  that  seriee  of  wrongs  and  in- 
BdKa,  captnrea  and  plnnderings,  to  the  amonnt 
of  not  lar  ihorC  of  one  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars, with  which  the  tTnitad  States  were  viMted ; 
and  which,  from  neoeatdty,  first  led  to  remon- 
stranoee,  which  produced  nothing ;  to  measaree 
of  restriction,  and  withdrawal  from  the  oc«an, 
which  were  scarcely  more  efficient ;  and,  flnally, 
eventuated  in  a  war  with  the  more  powerM  of 
the  maritime  belligereats. 

These  two  eras,  he  aaid,  for  a  reason  before 
aaatgoed,  wonld  not  test  the  operation  of  the 
disorimicating  dntiea,  Bnt  he  had  now  reached 
the  period  when  the  evidence  to  be  derived  from 
their  existence  conid  be  perceived,  and  their  in- 
flnence  estimated.  The  war  with  Great  Britain 
was  tflnninated  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  De- 
cember, 1814;  the  peace  of  Europe  had  been 
seonred  not  long  before,  by  the  treaty  of  Paris. 
The  Temple  of  Janns  was  now  closed,  and  each 
nation  wonld  thereafter  re-oocapy  its  former 
commercial  habitudes,  resnme  its  colonial  rela- 
Maoa,  and  ooltirate  its  own  resooroea  to  the  ex- 
tent of  iU  means  and  abili^. 

Am  aoon  as  this  state  of  things  was  known  in 
the  C&ited  States,  and  uitelligenoe  had  been  le- 


ceived  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  the  Govenunent 
of  the  United  States,  aoooiomodatiug  itself  to 
the  ohange  of  circumstances,  and  octiog  np  to 
those  lib^  prindplea  of  eqaal  trade,  which  the 
late  President  of  tiie  United  States,  a  few  years 
dnce,  in  his  message  to  Oougresa,  correctly  stated 
had  ever  oharaoterized  its  prooEtedings,  from  the 
first  commeroi^  treaty  it  had  formed,  that  with 
France,  in  1776— passed  the  act  of  Hardi  8,  ISIfi, 
repeding  the  discriminating  dnties  on  vessels 
and  merBhondise,  bo  far  as  regarded  theprodnoe 
and  macuikctnre  of  enoh  foreign  nation,  to 
which  the  vessel  belonged,  as  should  abolish,  in 
their  porta,  all  diaoriminating  duties  on  Amer- 
ioan vessels  and  merohandiw.  This  act,  at  the 
time,  attracted  no  great  attention ;  it  waa  con- 
sidered, in  some  degree,  as  embracing  on  abstract 
prtniosition,  which  might  or  might  not  be  real- 
ized ;  bnt  ^ortiy  aAer,  to  wit,  in  July,  181S,  of 
the  same  year,  a  convention  was  formed  with 
Groat  Britain,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  tiie 
Bam&  and  no  other  or  higher  rate  of  duties, 
shodd  be  payable  on  the  vessels  of  the  reapeo- 
tive  countries,  entering  the  porta  of  the  ouier, 
with  their  caigoea,  being  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture,  of  either,  than  on  their  own  ves- 
sels when  entering  such  porta. 

This  was  reducing  theory  to  practioe ;  the 
American  ship  owners  and  navi^tors  became 
somewhat  almned  ;  they  very  naturally  con- 
dnded,  that,  as  a  large  msag  of  our  imports  were 
of  British  mannfkotured  goods ;  as  these  were 
procured  from,  and  shipped  by  British  mano&o- 
tnrers  or  merdiants ;  that,  if  British  ships  oonld 
come  into  the  ports  of  the  United  Statea,  pre- 
cisely on  the  same  terms  ss  Amerioan  ships,  that 
a  fellow-feeling  between  the  British  merchant 
and  ship  owner  wonld  arise,  and  that  the  greater 
part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  importations  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  Unit«d  States,  would  be 
made  in  Britiah  shipping,  to  the  exolasion  of 
Amerioan  navigation ;  snch  also  was  the  impres- 
mon  of  the  Bntish  ship  owners;  for  they  pre- 
pared to  pnt  some  fine  ships  into  the  trade; 
two,  he  bcdieved,  went  into  the  trade  with  Bos- 
ton ;  our  merchants  knew  British  sliips  could  be 
constructed  on  about  the  same  terms  as  Amer- 
ican ships ;  but,  as  they  last  longer,  in  the  end 
they  might  be  cheaper.  The  British  oak  being 
more  dnrable  than  the  Amerioan  oak — lie  did 
not  mean  the  live  oak  of  the  country,  which  is 
the  beat  material  for  ship  building  in  the  world 
— bnt  it  is  too  scarce,  too  costly,  and  perhaps  too 
heavy,  for  the  pnrpoees  of  mercantile  navigation. 
They  also  knew,  that,  in  time  of  neaco,  the  ^ages 
of  Amerioan  seamen  were  one-tnlrd,  or  one-half 
bi^er  than  the  British  ;  that,  although  provi- 
sions were  generally  cheaper  in  the  United 
States  than  in  Great  Britain ;  that  as  we  gave  oor 
seamen  more  iodolgeaoes  and  comforts,  tepe' 
oially  in  port,  that  the  cost  of  subsisteooe  was 


test ;  he  breasted  himself  to  meet  it :  also 
fine  ships  into  the  trade,  taking  more  oara 
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WDsl  to  wlaot  aotiTB,  Tigorou,  iplrited  jomg 
men,  to  oonimand  them,  who  wonld  new  itriks 
%  topaait  vhile  a  m«t  oonld  etrrj  it  The  re- 
■nlt  waa,  before  the  and  rf  a  twelTe-moiith,it 
TU  peroeired  tiie  American  ihip  w<»ild  perform 
nearly  three  tripe  to  the  other'a  two ;  and  tltat 
goods,  Bbipped  by  the  former,  wonld  be  reoeired 
more  freqaently,  and  enable  the  importers  bet- 
ter to  supply  the  market  than  by  Bridah  ships ; 
tiie  ooDseqaenoe  of  whioh  was,  tne  latter  c  tuUed 
the  trade,  and  we  hare  now  the  whole  <a  it  in 
Amwioan  Teasels. 

This,  he  add,  was  to  his  mind  oondmnTe; 
and  this  was  the  period  when  the  first  auq>ea- 
■ion  of  the  discriminating  duties  had  taken 
place.  He  wonld  trace  farther  the  q>eratioD 
of  the  aotof  Congreaaof  1816.  The  ooDTeotion 
with  Oreat  Brittdn  was  for  four  year*.  In  1818, 
it  was  renewed  for  ten  years,  and  is  now  in  ex- 
istence. In  that  yeai  a  treaty  was  also  formed 
with  Sweden,  embratdog  the  same  proTirion, 
and  for  the  same  period.  This  prinoiple  has 
been  still  fOrther  extended,  b^  diplomatio  ar- 
langements  with  Bosaia,  Frnssia,  Honray,  Old* 
anbon,  the  Hanse  Towns,  FVanoe,  and  Sudinta. 
Negotiations,  it  is  nnderatood,  are  depending,  in 
relation  to  it,  with  eome  other  (rf  the  powen  of 
Europe,  and  the  Statea  of  Bonth  America,  and 
will,  probably,  lasae  in  tlie  same  result. 

This,  then,  is  the  third  period,  1816-'10,  and 
the  principal  one,  in  conneotioii  with  the  next 
era,  or  1824,  on  which  a  correct  eettmation 
may  be  formed  of  the  effect  of  Ha  discriminat- 
ing dntie^  It  was  a  time  of  peaec^  and  th^ 
were  onaided.  In  1816,  the  whole  amonnt  of 
tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
United  States,  was  1,800,000  tons ;  of  which 
858,000  were  in  for^gn  navigation.  Part  of 
this  had  to  oome  in  nnder  the  disadvantage  of 
the  discriminating  dntiea.  What  did  not  OMne 
In  (m  equal  terms  with  American  atupinng,  had 
this  quantity  of  fiveign  navigation  iooreaaed  in 
1884^  when  the  tonnage  daty  had  been  taken  cdF 
from  the  vessels  of  nearly  all  the  narigatioc 
powers  of  Europe  I  Lkt  the  aame  reoo^ 
answer.  The  amount  of  tonnage  employed  in 
the  fbreign  trade  of  the  United  St^ea,  in  1834, 
the  latest  to  whioh  we  have  returns,  had  &Uen 
aS|  owing  to  the  oansea  before  meotloned ;  but 
it  amounted  to  986,000  tons.  What  proportion 
had  foreign  ship  owners  of  this,  when  nlieved 
from  the  tonnage  duties  t  Not  nearly  one-hal^ 
as  in  1789 ;  not  more  than  one-fifth,  or  268,000 
tons,  ae  hi  1816.  No,  sir,  they  had  not  a  tith& 
a  tenth  parL  having  only  88,000  tons  out  of 
98G,CK)0  ;  and  this  is  dedeive :  it  shows  that,  on 
a  fair  field,  and  a  clear  atag«^  yoor  mwohauta 
and  navigaton,  on  equal  terms,  are  able  anocesa- 
fhlly  to  compete  with  any  nation  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  with  or  withont  Recriminating  dnt^ 
This,  however,  is  ocly  the  statement  of  the  ton- 
nage employed :  it  does  not  show  the  amount 
or  value,  Porsning  the  inquiry  on  this  head, 
we  have  antbeutio  information  at  ownmand. 
It  is  to  be  derived  ftom  the  annual  report  of  the 
Seoretary  of  the  Treaaory ;  and,  notwithstand- 


ing the  predictiona  which  have  been  made  of 
the  general  dlatreia  which  was  to  pervade  the 
United  States,  in  oonaeqnenee  of  the  balance  of 
trade  being  agdnat  oa ;  tlie  hi^  prioe  of  vz- 
change;  the  expn^ation  ot  specie,  and  th«  sale 
of  American  stocks  in  Eorope, — so  far  ia  this 
from  bemg  the  case,  the  oonntry,  genwally,  is 
in  a  state  of  great  proeperity.  Specie,  whwe 
the  laws  have  their  ft^ee^  mtd  credit  is  good, 
hardly  bears  any  prmima.  American  ato^ 
stand  hif^ier  than  any  othv  fiwugn  stoek  in 
Eort^tean  markets;  and  the  portMiloua  balanoe 
of  tinde,  so  far  from  bting  against  na,  i%  in 
&ustr  a  millioo  »f  dollaia  m  our  bvor ;  the 
exports,  aeotffdiBg  to  the  Beoretary'e  aceoant, 
beiog  ninety-two  mUUona  ot  doUan,  and  the 
impOTta  only  niaetyoDe  miOiona.  This  nieotr^ 
he  hoped,  had  vanished  f<attver ;  and  thia  ao- 
eoant  was  the  more  cheerinK,  as  it  appeared 
that,  of  these  ninety-one  mulioua,  eighty-uz 
millions  were  tranqiorted  in  onr  own  naviga- 
tion; showing  the  q'nqtathy  whieh  exista  be- 
tween the  toima^  and  the  value.  Thia  reanlt, 
he  aaid,  if  it  did  not  givo  ereiy  thine  that 
oonld  be  deaired,  aa  tha«  waa  a  Utile  rendonm 
still  poaaeased  by  fweign  navigatora,  gave,  as  be 
beUeved,  if  fiirttgo  naoens  were  to  have  any 
concern  in  it  at  all,  aa  mndi  aa  any  raticMial 
man  oonld  eithor  antkipata  or  expaoL 

HoHDAT,  January  SO. 
IHttributitm  (/i^tWe  JTonsy. 
ICr.  DionBsoir  rose  to  Bsbmit  a  reeohtiott. 
He  s^d,  aB,by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaan^.  it  appeared,  that,  after  the  rear  1880 
the  whole  amount  of  the  public  debt,  on  the 
prinoiplM  asaamed  in  that  report,  would  stand 
at  about  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  sa 
our  reveooes  upon  commerce  are  increadng 
in  a  way  to  leave  large  annplosee,  beyond  the 
exigeneiea  of  the  General  Government,  it  haa 
been  deemed  important  that  such  surplus  shoaM 
be  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  edncatirat 
and  loteiiial  improvement ;  but  as  these  im- 
provements, by  the  arm  of  the  United  States, 
meet  with  constitutional  aa  well  aa  other  ob- 
jections, the  only  way  to  obviate  these  diScuI- 
ties,  and  at  the  same  time  serve  tbe  public  in- 
terest, would  be  to  diatribate  these  sorplas  funda 
to  the  difiereot  Statea  and  Territories  for  these 


triboted  may  l>e  taken  in  part  from  the  Einking 
fund— in  port  from  the  retrenchments  in  onr 
present  expenditures — end  in  part  &om  future 
excesses  of  revenue  above  the  present  receipts. 
Mr.  D,  conolnded  by  ofibring  the  following 
reeolotion ; 

Rualvtd,  That  provliion  ongbt  to  be  made  by 
law  to  autboriie  and  require  £e  Becretary  of  the 
Treaaory  to  distribute,  ananaUy,  to  the  Statea  and 
Territories  of  the  Uidted  States,  three  miUioiis  of 
doHan  for  the  parposes  of  edneatioii  and  intenwl 
improvement — to  be  amwrtkaied  amou  the  States 
and  Territoriee  according  to  the  rate  ef  dinet  tax* 
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riMnm,  ISHL] 

"WzDHiSDAT,  Febmaiy  I. 
Death  0/ Senator  Ckamib^n. 

TSi.  Kivo,  of  Alsbvna,  roM,  and  lald  It  had 
bMome  his  psinAil  doty  to  uiDODnoe  the  d«Mh 
of  his  botKir«bl«  «^«agiM,  Hkhst  Ohambkbs, 
who  died  od  the  SSth  of  lut  month,  while  on 
his  way  to  the  Seat  cX  Qmvnxavat,  to  enter  on 
the  dtficbarge  of  hie  AvAat  io  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KtKQ  Mid  he  wonld  not  attempt  the 
eolo^  of  the  deceased;  bat  Alabama  would 
long  have  cense  to  reKret  the  loss  of  the  valaable 
•ervioes  of  one  of  her  best,  and  moat  enlightened, 
and  most  luefal  citizens;  and  hia  nmnerons 
friends  wonld  Icmg  deplore  the  Iom  of  one  of 
the  beet  of  men.  Withoat  farther  oomment, 
Ur.  E.  said  he  wonld  oflbr  the  following  resoln- 
tloii: 

Jtaoleed,  That  the  memben  of  the  Senate,  from 
a  desire  of  Bhowing  ererj  msA  of  reipect  doe  to 
the  memory  of  the  honoiabla  Hinbt  CnutBiis, 
dacesKd,  Ute  a  Senator  fWim  the  State  of  Alabama, 

"*  ming  for  him,  one  month,  by  the 
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willKo  ][ 
■soalmo* 

The  resolntion  having  been  an«6d  to  nnanl- 
inooaly,  Mr.  Enia  again  rose,  and  1^  that  no 
Mae  bai  oconrred  in  the  Senate,  preoieely  simi- 
lar to  the  preeent,  bnt  It  was  well  known  tiiat 
the  other  Hmue  bad  thon^t  proper  to  adjonm, 
on  learning  the  deads  of  one  of  its  members 
wUle  on  bis  way  to  the  Seat  of  Government. 
llr.  K.  therefbre  moved  the  fn^wing  additional 
reeolatioa ; 

JUielvtd,  That,  as  an  additional  mark  of  reipect 
for  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Hairat  Cbimbibs, 
tbe  Beiule  do  nov  adjourn. 

The  resolntion  waa  agreed  to,  nem.  am. 

TnxsDHT,  Febmary  f, 
Maiton  Smi^e  Claim, 

Tie  Senate  took  np  the  bill  "  to  anthorize  tbe 
legal  representativaa  of  tbe  Marqais  de  M^son 
Sooga,  and  those  oMmfng  nnder  him,  to  insti- 
tnte  a  snit  against  the  United  States  by  petition, 
In  the  conrts  of  the  United  States,  to  try  tbe 
Tnlidity  of  their  title." 

[This  case  has  been  repeatedly  before  Con- 
crMS  in  one  shape  or  ouier,  has  been  often 
oiaonseed  with  great  attention,  and  is  fiuniliar 
to  moet  readers.  Tbe  claim  is  for  two  or  three 
hnndred  thonaand  acres  of  land,  in  Louisiana, 
and  the  title  reeta  on  the  Talidity  of  a  Spanish 
grant  to  De  Mdson  fionge.  The  claim  has 
passed  from  hand  t«  hand,  and  is  now  noder- 
Btood  to  be  owned  by  Mr.  S.  Qirard,  of  Phila* 
delphia.] 

On  tins  bill  a  debat«  took  place,  which  oon- 
tinoed  more  Qian  two  honra,  eomprehen^ng, 
in  its  scope,  the  history  of  the  oltura,  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  to  an  individual  the  new  privi- 
Ie<e  proposed  by  tbe  bill,  the  other  modes  by 
woico  it  was  suggested  the  title  might  be  asoer- 
taioed,  fco.  Tnoee  who  advocated  the  bill, 
mre  MoHra.  Yut  Bukbn,  Bbrbhh,  Kowak, 
aLdJoBMnaMothaa.;  ana  thoae  who  opposed 


Baitoolph  moved  the  ind^nite  poBtpoaemant 
of  the  bill ;  and,  <vt  the  question  being  taken 


Tiis. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Chanaier,  Dlcker- 
soD,  Eaton,  EdwardB,  Hayae,  Llo;d  of  KMsacbn- 
setts,  Uacon,  Marks,  Bandolph,  TazewsU,  snd 
Woodbury— IS. 

Kite.— Heasni.  Berilen,  Bouligny,  Bran^,  Chase, 
Clajton,  Cobb,  Ellis,  nndlay,  Hendiicks,  Holmes, 
Johnson  of  Eentnoky,  JobosMn  of  LonisiBDa,  Kane, 
King,  Knight,  Ucllvaine,  Uilla,  Noble,  KobUn^ 
Rowan,  Rugglee,  3aiidford,  Seymour,  Van  Buien, 
Van  Djke,  White,  Willej,  and  WilUuDS— 28. 

The  qneetion  then  being  on  certain  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  bill  by  Mr.  Van  Btjbkt, 
ftom  the  Jndidary  CtHnmittee,  a  motion  waa 
made  to  a^jonni,  which  prevailed. 

MoasiT,  Febmary  18. 
JBtpair  tifPott  Eoadt  in  Mimttippi. 

The  Senate  prooeeded,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  oonrider^on  of  the  bill  "a.ppro' 
priating  a  sum  of  money  ($15,000)  for  the  repair 
of  tiie  poet  road  between  Jackson  and  Ctdnin- 
bna,  in  the  State  of  HiaiBssipid." 

Mr.  JoBnon,  of  Eentncky,  (Cliainnan  of  the 
Oommittee  on  the  Poet  OfBoe  and  Poet  Roeda,) 
explained  the  oljeot  of  thia  bill,  which  ttppm- 
prtated  $16,000  for  tbe  r^r  of  the  post  road, 
m  the  Indian  conntry,  oetwem  Jauson  and 
Oolmnhns,  in  the  State  of  Mi^salppi,  to  be 
expended  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Fostanaater  - 
General  A  eimilar  bill  had,  he  swd,  passed 
the  Senate,  during  the  last  sesdon  of  Oongreai^ 
bnt  &iled  for  want  of  time,  in  the  other  Honse. 
The  committee  who  bad  reported  the  bill,  had 
received  ample  information,  from  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  and  from  other  qnartera,  of  the 
vast  importance  of  this  road,  of  its  bdng  ont  of 
ardor,  and  of  the  neoeevty  of  the  appropriation 
at  preeent  asked  for.  The  road  mns  throng 
the  Indian  lands,  over  which  no  State  has  any 
control,  therefore  would  nut  involve  any  con* 
stitDtional  qaestion.  In  its  present  state^  the 
load  is  BO  bad  that  the  commnnication  ia  ytrj 
preoariona,  and  aomotimea  impossible. 

Mr.  Ckandlbk,  of  Maine,  s^d  he  afaonld  be 
nnwillioR  to  lay  ont  any  money  within  tha 
State  of  Miawasippi,  for  making  a  post  road,  e^ 
peoially  as  the  writer  of  a  statement  (read  by 
the  Secretary)  on  which  the  committee  seemed 
to  rely,  was  donbtfnl  whether  this  was  the  beet 
rood  that  oonld  be  had.  In  tbe  State  of  MMna, 
when  they  made  a  road  passing  throng  landa 


the  Stata  of  Mississippi  was  as  well  able  to 
make  ita  own  roads  as  they  were  in  the  Btato  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  EiHo,  Of  Alabama,  said  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi had  not  the  power  to  make  this  road. 
The  road  nuia  throogh  tiia  Indian  omiutiy, 
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over  whloh  the  State  of  MisaiMippi  had  ao  ooa- 
troL    The  appropriatioD  asked  for  is  not  more 

than  mfflcieiit  to  accomplish  the  desired  parpoee. 
They  bad  fonnerl?  mode  ay  appropriation  fbr 
the  object  ooDtemplated  by  thia  bill — bow  that 
hod  been  expended  be  coald  not  b&j.  The 
committee  haa  had  the  eabject  nnder  their  oou' 
eideraUon ;  tliey  had  commanicated  with  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  Hr.  K.  aaid  he  was 
not  diepoBed  to  delay  the  paesage  of  tbe  bill,  as, 
taua  the  great  oonlldeiMM  that  waa  placed  in 
the  Poetmaster  Qeueral,  they  might  be  Mtisfled 
he  would  not  require  a  larger  mun  than  would 
be  sufficient  to  pnt  the  road  in  a  prc^tw  utoa- 
tion  for  the  traiuportian  of  the  inaiL 

Ur.  Ellib,  of  Miarisdppi,  said  the  object  pro- 
posed was,  that  this  route  shonld  be  so  improv- 
ed as  to  enable  the  mail  to  be  transported  with 
■afetf  from  Jackson  to  Oolnmbna,  in  the  State 
of  Kiamssippi,  and  this  ocnid  not  be  effected 
onlesB  this  appropriation  was  made.  The  water- 
oonrses  wbidi  intersect  Uiia  road  in  varioos 
directions,  require  bridges,  the  swamps  also  re- 
quire oanseways,  that  post  carriagee  may  paas 
In  secnrity.  He  knew,  from  an  experience  of 
eeveml  years,  that  the  mail  arrived  at  Natchez 
and  N^ew  Orleans  in  a  very  wretched  and  torn 
oondition;  and  merohants  comply  that  their 
losses  are  immense,  in  oonseqaence  cf  the  neg- 
ligeaoe  of  GoTemment  in  Uiia  reepeot 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  bad  said  that, 
beoBQM  tills  bill  did  provide  for  opening  roads 
in  Maine,  that  it  sbonld  not  be  done  in  the  prea- 
ent  instance;  bnt  Ihia  road  haa  already  been 
opened  by  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  now  proposed  to  pnt  it  in  sncli  a  state, 
that  the  mail  might  be  transported  in  covered 
oarriages  to  Natchez  and  New  Orleans;  this  he 
thonght  was  an  object  well  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  be  hoped  no  oppo- 
nUon  wonld  be  m&de  to  tlje  pasaage  of  the  bill, 
as  tbe  qneetion  did  not  involve  the  constitation- 
al  power  of  Congress  in  regard  to  roads,  &c. 

Mr.  CHuaDLBfi  conld  not  see  why  the  oonstj.- 
tntional  qneation  would  not  be  brongbt  np  as 
much  in  tliis  esse  as  in  making  any  other  road 
— if  the  committee  were  in  poBSession  of  no 
further  information  on  the  stilyect,.BQfBdent 
proof  !iad  not  been  produced  to  show  that  this 
road  waa  the  beet  possible  road  that  conld  be 
had ;  and  be  was  not  willing  that  the  United 
States  shonid  lay  ont  any  money  on  it  If 
any  were  to  be  l^d  oat,  he  admitted  there  was 
no  officer  in  whom  he  would  place  more  con- 
fidence tlian  in  the  officer  at  tbe  bead  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  Let  the  State  of  Mis- 
NBaippi  make  the  rood,  and  the  United  Statea 
wonld  have  no  objection  to  giving  them  all  the 
antbority  they  coald  reqnire. 

Mr.  JoHNSOH,  of  Kentucky,  said  this  was  not 
a  road  belonging  to  a  State,  bnt  was  one  in 
which  every  part  of  this  nation  was  interested 
in  keeping  op«n.  All  oonmnnication,  by  land, 
from  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, all  the  great  cities  on  the  seaboard,  and 
all  the  towns  and  villages  in  the  conntry  nortli  i 


of  the  ioutheni  pdnt  of  our  Union,  most  pan 
on  this  rente.  It  was  a  road  opened  by  th« 
United  Statee,  according  to  a  treaty  stdpnlatioil 
with  the  Indians ;  and  beoanse  it  serrea  to  con- 
nect the  United  States  together,  they  bad  appro- 
priated seven  or  eight  thonssnd  dollars  for  tbs 
pnrpose  of  c^nin^  iL  and  tbe  present  ^>pro- 
priadon  was  reqotrea  to  pnt  it  in  a  state  ol 

Mr.  Gobs,  qS  Q«or^  was  perfbotly  satiafied 
of  tiie  ezpe^ency  of  opening  this  road,  if  it  were 
to  be  oonsidered  merely  as  a  mattw  tX  «zp»- 
dienoy — but  be  concorred  in  the  opinitm  <A  tlM 
gentleman  from  Maine,  that,  if  tiie  <Mnstitnta<mal 
qnestiou  was  not  involved  in  this  bill,  it  would 
not  be  involved  in  any  one.  Did  the  oircom- 
Btonoe  of  this  road  psseisg  through  tbe  Indian 
territory,  change  tbe  prindple  at  dl?  In  what 
way  does  it  ?  [Mr.  JoBMsoif,  of  Kentucky,  said, 
by  treaty  stJpulaUon.]  A  treaty  stipniation 
gives  to  the  United  States  no  other  powws  than 
are  conferred  on  the  Government  by  tbe  con- 
stitution. Suppose  tbe  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulated  by  treaty  with  Greet 
Britain  to  do  a  thing  it  was  not  constitutional 
to  do,  was  a  power  thereby  commanicated  to 
t^e  Government  to  do  that  thing?  Mr.  0.  said 
he  did  not  like  this  plan  of  the  United  States 
aaqniring  power  by  atipulationa  of  treaty.  It 
was  a  dangerous  doctrine.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  when  they  came  to  view  this  question  fairly, 
it  involvedall  the  great  principles  as  to  the  power 
of  this  Qovemment  to  make  roads  and  canals. 
Sappodng  they  were  to  take  the  reason  asMgned 
by  gentlemen  in  support  of  tbe  present  meaaore, 
that  this  road  waa  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  tbe  transportation  of  the  m^  In 
the  route  fi^m  Baltimore,  somewhere  on  to- 
wards Philadelphia,  it  was  just  as  necessary  that 
the  road  shonid  be  repaired;  the  mail  i&  ob- 
structed almost  daily  on  that  route  for  the  want 
of  a  proper  road,  and  in  some  weather  it  is  al- 
most imposable  to  get  on  at  all ;  and  was  it  not 
jast  as  expedient  to  have  the  route  from  BalUr 
more  towards  Philadelphia  repaired,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  transportation  of  tne  mail  between 
those  two  cities,  as  it  was  to  have  a  road  through 
the  ehiokasawor  Ohoctaw  territory,  to  lacililate 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  between  New 
York  and  New  Orleans  t  Certainly  it  was.  Mr. 
G.  said  he  shonid  like  to  see  which  was  tbe 
clause  in  tbe  Federal  Constitution  under  which 
they  claimed  antbority  to  make  this  road 
throngh  the  State  of  Missisnppi;  he  conld  not 
see  any  reason  why  this  circnmslance  of  tiie 
road  passing  through  the  Indian  oountty  ahoold 
change  the  principle  in  the  smallest  d^ree,  or 
confer  any  new  power  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment. His  ideas  on  this  sul^ect^  Mr,  C.  said, 
he  bad  occauon  to  submit  to  the  6«]ate  some 

le  ago,  and  it  was  not  his  intention  now  to 

into  any  remarks  that  wonld  make  him  re- 
peat what  he  had  advanced.  There  was  no 
power  in  this  Government  to  make  this  or  any 
other  rood  through  tbe  Stales. 

Mr.  Ellib  said  the  rood  did  not  pais  throi^ 
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{m»«eTaitli  ]>art  of  the  Btata  of  Ifimasippl,  and 
it  vM  tmpoflrible  for  the  Btate  Gorerameat  of 
Mieriarippi  to  have  an;  authority  over  thoee 
lands  till  the  title  to  them  was  extim^nished. 
Hie  gentleman  seemed  to  soppoaethHttliQ  great 
power  which  had  eo  often  been  ooatroverted  in 
that  House  was  now  abont  to  be  advocated  hj 
the  frintda  of  the  bill.  Mr.  £.  said  he  was  not 
about  to  advocate  it,  nor  to  indicate  an  idea  of 
this  kind,  that  this  GoTernmeDt  possessed  the 
power  to  eatftblish  a  road,  or  to  cnt  ft  canal, 
throngh  the  sevend  States,  without  their  ap- 
probi^n ;  bat  the  power  does  exist  in  the  Oon- 
grese  of  the  TToited  Statee,  under  the  exis&ig 
state  of  things  relating  to  the  Indian  oonntr; 
within  the  several  States  to  establish  roftds,  in 
the  azerdse  of  the  proviatHW  established  bj  the 
Federal  Oonstitntion. 

lb.  Euoir,  of  Tennessee,  said  a  trea^  had 
beoi  ottered  into  in  1601,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Ohoctaw  Indiana.  The  question 
of  ^Me  rights  had  not  then  arisen,  and  the 
Qovennnent  of  this  oonntrj  was  in  the  hands 
of  Ifr.  Jefibrson.  Under  snch  an  odministra- 
ticHi,  no  attempt  would  have  been  mode  to  enter 
into  a  treatj  with  a  distinct  sovereignty,  that 
went  to  invade  the  principles  of  the  conatitn- 
tion.  By  the  aeoona  artiele  of  that  treaty,  the 
Indians  gave  their  ooimot  that  a  wagon  mad 
shonld  be  oonstrooted  throng  their  lands,  and 
if  the  idea  was  a  owrect  one,  that  to  make  saoh 
a  road  was  nnoonditationaL  was  it  not  straof^ 
that  tiw  Senate  diotdd  not  have  oonoeived  this 
IdcB  in  1801,  or,  if  they  did  oonoeive  it,  that 
they  ebonld  have  acted  as  they  did.  Mr.  £. 
aaid,  a  rood  had  been  made  thim  the  Btote  of 
Gecngia  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  which  was 
at  present  the  m^n  highway  between  these 
two  StotM.  Aroadhad  also  been  made  through 
iVi^^hamfc  to  Fort  Stoddart,  and  the  road  which 
was  at  present  ihe  sobjeot  of  disonsrion,  was 
oonriderod  in  this  Hbnsb  and  an  appropriation 
madefbrit.  EvershtoethisQovemmenthadez- 
istod,  Mr.  E.  said,  they  had  proceeded  on  the 
prtndple  that  the  Indians  are  a  distinct  sover- 
e^^ty ;  it  was  an  ancnnaly  that  one  sover^gnty 
■honld  exist  witUn  the  wbit  of  another,  but 
th^  always  had  proceeded  on  this  ^riudple, 
and  if  they  had  any  ririit  to  interfere  with  them, 
why  did  they  proceed  with  them  in  the  ohoiao- 
ter  cf  wvendgntiMi  Mr.  E.  waapreaeittwhai 
the  Postmaster  General  made  an  inqniry  of  the 
mail  oontractor  fin'  this  seotion  of  the  conntry, 
as  to  the  state  of  the  road,  and  the  answer  was, 
it  is  ahnoet  impasoable.  The  principal  port  of 
this  road  was  opened  la  1801,  and  the  portion 
for  which  they  were  bow  abont  to  moke  an  ap- 
propriation, was  opeiMd  some  years  ago.  It  is 
ogunst  the  retigtons  princdides  of  an  Indian  to 
work  in  any  w^,  ana  the  ocmaeqnenoe  Is,  that 
the  roads  throngh  their  oonntry  are  worse  than 
elsewhere.  If  there  was  any  force  in  the  ob- 
jection ni^ed  by  the  gentieman  fttaa  Georgia, 
at  least  so  tkr  back  as  1801,  something  wonld 
have  been  thonght  abont  it  in  the  Benate,  when 
th^  entervd  into  this  treaty  with  the  Indians ; 


by  the  second  article  of  which,  privil^e  is 
granted  to  the  Unjted  States  to  open  a  road 
throngh  their  country. 

Mr.  Chuidlsr  had  no  donbl  the  road  wanted 
repairs;  bnt.the  treaty  aononnoed  nothing  more 
than  that  the  United  States  had  eitingnished 
the  Indian  title  to  that  portion  of  tbe  conntry. 
If  the  State  of  MissisBippi  had  no  jariediotion 
ever  the  land,  let  them  come  to  Gongrees  and 
ask  for  it. 

Mr.  £atoh  contended  there  was  no  cession  of 
property,  on  the  part  of  these  Indians,  by  the 
provi^ons  of  this  treaty ;  there  was  not  even  a 
oeaidon  of  sovereignty.  They,  in  their  sovereign 
oqtadly  as  Indians,  yielded  their  oonsent  to  tne 
United  States  to  open  a  road.  The  United 
States  conld  not  give  the  State  of  Misdssppi  any 
sovereignty  over  it. 

Mr.  Houos,  of  Maine,  observed,  that  the 
Indians  were  oonddered  as  sovereign  within 
the  States  wherein  they  reside,  nnlees  the  title 
and  Jnrisdiction  ore  eitiugnished.  We  are  in 
tliis  singnl&r  predicament.  The  United  States 
is  a  great  wheel ;  there  are  twenty-fonr  litUe 
ones  within  it,  and  there  are  several  others 
within  each  of  these  little  wheels.  If  the 
United  States  have  no  right  to  make  a  road 
through  either  of  theee  sovereignties,  and  the 
Indians  will  not  moke  a  road,  it  foDows  that 
we  ore  to  have  no  road.  Mr.  H.  said  he  did 
not  peroeive  the  force  of  the  oonstitntional 
ejection  bearing  on  tiiat  part  of  tbe  State  that 
is  under  tiie  JonsdioUon  of  the  Indians.  The 
State  cannot  ezenuse  its  laws;  it  cannot 
administer  justice;  its  laws  conld  not  reach 
the  Indian  conntry.  The  State  ooold  not  lay 
ont  the  road  throngh  the  Indian  conntry,  nnless 
they  le^slate  for  the  Indians,  and  consider 
tbem  as  citizens  of  the  Btate.  There  might 
arise  a  very  grave  qneetion  ont  of  all  this, 
whether  Indians,  within  the  limits  of  on  indi- 
vidual State,  can  be  considered  as  sovereign 
power,  acting  with  and  negoldating  with  the 
United  States.  The  Oonstitntion  of  the  United 
Stales,  b  apportioning  the  Repreaentotivea 
among  the  several  States,  in  that  ennmeration, 
says,  ''  and  exclnding  IndianB,  not  taxed,  three- 
fifths  of  all  other  persons."  The  conatitntion 
contemplates  Indians  not  taxed  as  not  coming 
within  the  power  of  the  Qovemment  of  the 
United  States,     But   there   is   still    anotiter 

Snestion  behind  that;  the  qneetion  whether 
le  State  has  the  power  to  tax  the  Indians 
within  the  limits  of  that  State.  Until  they 
have  done  that,  till  they  consider  the  Indians  as 
snl^eot  to  tiieir  laws,  so  long  will  they  lef^slote 
for  themselves,  and  the  State  Jurisdiction  will 
not  extend  to  Uiem,  and  they  will  have  a  oon- 
trol  over  the  territoi^,  eielnrive  of  the  State. 
How,  then,  wonld  this  constitutional  objection 
Kpplj  t  It  was  contended  that  we  had  no  right 
to  ezeroise  Jurisdiction  over  a  road  of  onr  own 
making,  within  the  linuts  of  a  sovereign  State. 
The  reason  of  this  was,  that  the  State  had 
reserved  to  itself  this  jurisdiotioo,  and  had 
never  given  it  to  us  by  the  oonatitotioii.    Mr. 
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H.  Bud  he  nnderstood  (bit  trattr  wm  mada 
befi>ra  that  State  beosnn  a  State;  tlia  atipnla- 
tioQ  was  made  br  the  Indian*  to  the  United 
State*,  and  the  United  &Mm  had  the  power  to 
■tipalate  with  the  Indians  and  to  reoetve  nipa- 
lationa  frcm  them,  Ooold  the  State,  bf  bdng 
iDOorporated  into  the  Union,  do  awaj  with  anj 
iA  thoee  atipolationa  previoaslj  made,  and 
which,  at  the  time  of  making  them,  the7  had  a 
right  to  maket  The  compact  was  made  bj 
powers  competent  to  contract,  b^  wbioh  a  rood 
was  to  be  made  through  this  identical  territory. 
If  tlus  oompaot  is  done  awa^,  by  adndtting  the 
State  of  Uiaissippi  into  the  Union,  then  that 
goes  for  nothing. 

Iti.  ToonnnsT,  of  New  Hampstdre,  obserred, 
that  the  State  of  MisBissii^i  ocmld  not  tax  tlie 
land,  becoose  the  land  was  exempted  from 
t»zBd(m-4t  belonged  to  the  United  States— it 
wae  Oongresi  alone  that  could  tax  it.  When 
loads  passed  throtigh  lands  owned  bj  indi- 
Tidnals  in  ICsnsnppi,  the  State  did  not  ask 
Oongress  to  interfere— they  taxed  the  land. 
Bat,  wlien  roads  passed  throngh  the  United 
Btatee  lands  in  3£iBusdppi,  they  taxed  them  bj 
asking  for  a  ^ant  from  Congreea;  and,  the 
qiHBtion  waa,  Mr.  W.  said,  whether  Ooi^ireea 
anoDld  nuke  that  grant,  when  it  waa  so  mnoh 
finr  the  pnblio  benefit  I 

lit,  OoBB  was  Bonr  he  did  not  see  this 
oneetion  in  the  same  point  of  view  as  the  gen- 
i  from  MJuDe,  (Ur.    Holnks,)  and   he 


thej  trace  the  power  of  making  tiiis  roodt 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  enoposed 
his  objections  to  be,  that  it  was  an  inTssion  of 
State  rights.  Mr.  C.  said,  whenever  they  eier- 
dsed  a  power,  which  was  not  oathorised  by 
tlie  oonstitntion,  it  waa  on  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  States  or  the  rights  of  the  people. 
The  great  ol^ectiou  he  had  to  adopt  ttieee 
measures  was,  that  it  waa  a  nearpation  br  the 
Federal  Government,  of  power  not  oouferred 
on  it  He  denied  that  any  thing  ooold  ood&x 
a  power  im  the  Federal  Govemmen^  but  the 
Federal  GonstitiitioD ;  and  this  brought  t>ii" 
andn  to  the  qneeUon  pnt  to  the  gentleman  from 
'MBiaa — to  what  olanse  in  the  constitation  did 
be  trace  the  power  to  make  or  repair  this  road  I 
Woold  the  gentleman  ssy  it  was  from  Qie  treaty- 
making  power  I  Mr.  0.  admitted,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  so  long  as 
the  territorry  was  theirs,  perhaps  might,  oader 
the  clause  of  having  a  right,  excli^vely,  to 
legidate  for  the  territory,  adopt  ways  and  aseans 
to  have  a  road  made  through  the  territory. 
When  this  treaty  was  made  with  the  Ohiokasaws, 
it  was  the  Territory  of  the  United  Bt^  and  the 
GoTemment  at  that  time  proceeded  to  open 
the  rood,  precisely  on  the  same  principle  tiiat 
it  had  dose  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  or  in 
Michigan,  or  in  any  other  Territory,  before 
being  admitted  into  the  Union.  Mr.  0.  said  his 
idea  was,  that  the  moment  a  State  waa  admitted 
nto  the  Union,  that  portion  of  the  sovereignty  of 


the  United  Slate*  which  ooold  be  eserebad  mdir 
the  oonatitntion,  and  whioh  mlf^t  be  defined  to 
be  the  ri^t  of  JarfadtotioQ,  oeMcdj  except  tat  MMi 
spMdally  provided  for  by  Uie  Federal  Oonati* 
tntion.  Sovereignly  constated,  he  thoogfat,  fat 
•omething  more  thiu>  the  right  of  eoiL  Tin 
mere  right  of  soil  is  a  very  omall  porticm  of  th« 
soTwdgnty  of  a  nation.  He  admitted  that,  ti0 
the  lands  were  sold  by  Hie  United  States,  Qnt 
had  the  right  of  soil;  hot,  as  soon  as  the  Sti^ 
of  MisHseippl  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  ths 
whole  right  of  State  jorisdiction  accmed  to 
that  State,  so  to  as  r^arded  the  exenuae  ot 
any  sovereigQ^,  exoept  what  was  speoiallT 
conferred  by  tne  Federal  Constitution.  Tba 
United  States  have  no  oilier  jurisdiction  in  th« 
■'■-"-    'teStato 


admitted  the  road  might  be  very  neoeasary,  and 
the  gentleman  fivm  MMnestated  tUadifflonltyi 
The  State  of  Misdsrippi  oannotj  at  will  not; 
the  Indians  will  not ;  the  General  Goveramont 
cannot  make  it;  therefore  there  mnst  be  do 
road.  Oonewning  the  road  in  UaryWd,  to 
whioh  he  had  l>dore  adverted,  tSx.  O.  said,  oas 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Maryland  and 
port  of  Delaware,  wished  to  have  it  in  ods 
direction,  and  anouier  part  viahed  it  to  be  In 
another.  The  upper  oortiwi  of  the  people  ■!« 
not  rich  enongh  to  make  it  themedves,  or  have 
not  tbe  power,  and  they  qiply  to  Ooogree*  tea 
an  appropriation  to  rep<dr  the  npper road;  bm 
is  a  case  pteeeiited  to  na :  thqr  want  to  mak« 
the  road  where  it  on^t  to  mn,  and  whwe  the 
mail  is  nitijeoted  to  all  thoee  inconvanieooei  to 
whioh  it  is  sntfjeot  in  the  road  whioh  we  are 
now  diiODsaing.  Mr.  G.  said,  his  idea  waa,  that 
whatever  power  the  United  State*  ooold  have 
exercised  over  the  territory,  in  opoiing  ttua 
road,  the  moment  the  State  <^  Kisusaippi  was 
admitted  into  the  Union,  ao  far  as  regards  the 
right  of  Jnrisdietion  over  UUs  road,  it  devolved 
to  the  State.  Look  to  the  treaty,  sud  Mr.  0., 
and  see  whether  the  Indian  title  is  not  sxtai^ 
gnished  to  this  portion  of  land ;  and  all  gentle- 
men woold  admit  that  the  moment  the  Indian 
title  waa  extiDgoished,  the  jariediotiOD  woold 
aooroe,  over  the  lands  thns  extingiuahed,  to  the 
State.  Mr.  0.  then  quoted  the  treat?—"  and 
the  same  eholl  continue  forever  a  highway  Ew 
the  cilizenB  of  the  United  States;"  and  cxkh 
tended  that  it  was  as  dear  a  rennndation  of 
Jurisdiction  by  the  Indians  a*  ever  woe  made ; 
they  gave  up  their  power ;  they  ceded  to  ths 
Umted  States  the  right  of  malmig  this  road  ; 
and  firoai  tiie  mcMnent  the  treaty  waa  mtiSed, 
the  power  waa  veated  in  the  United  Btatea^ 
beeanse  it  was  a  territoiy ;  andst 


the  United  States,  as  soverdgn  over  the  oonn- 
try,  whilst  it  was  a  territory,  devolved  on  tliA 
State. 

Mr.  EoLKxa  said,  he  fdt  a  little  alanaat 
whoi  he  saw  his  friend  from  Geor^  liaa^  aad 
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Mk  Ui«  qttcMfoa  whidk  h«  had  put  to  him,  with 
M  mnoh  oonfideoofr— and  if  he  oonld  not  pat 
his  finMT  on  Out  olsnae  of  the  Oonstitatioii  of 
the  tTnited  StMen  vhioh  anthoiiied  the  sppro- 
TOiMion  for  this  rosd,  he  would  not  mako  iL 
He  was  not  one  of  thoae  who  bcUeved  that 
thejr  mig^t  obtain  that  power  \>j  oonatmction, 
which  waa  not  pUiiujr  and  tmeqairooallj 
'granted  in  the  instnuneDt.  He  waa  not  an 
advocate  for  oonstmctive  or  implied  powers.  He 
nnderstood  tbat^  at  the  time  this  Territorj 
belonged  to  the  TTnited  States,  thej  made  a 
compact  with  the  Indians  tliat  a  road  might  be 
made,  which  ahoald  not  be  interrapted.  Afttf- 
wards  the  State  of  MiMiauppi  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  and  tlte  load  had  not  been 


OD  whioh  he  lelied  fbr  the  power  to  make  It: 
"  Hew  Statea  maf  be  admitted  bj  the  OraigreBB 
into  this  TJaJMi,  bnt  no  new  SUte  ahall  be  formed 
or  ereeted  within  the  Jariadietion  of  aaj  other 
State,  nor  anj  State  be  formed  by  thejonctlon 
<d  two  or  more  Statea,  or  parts  of  Stately 
without  the  consent  of  the  Legislatnree  of  tiia 
Statea  oonoemed,  as  well  as  of  the  Congress." 
The  main  propoeition  here,  Mr.  H.  remarked, 
waa  ooonectea  with  another  olBose:  "The 
OtHigren  shall  lure  power  to  dispose  ot,  and 
make  all  needfnl  rnles  and  r^nlations  reapeot- 
ing  the  lenitorj  or  other  property  t>eloDging 
to  the  United  States :  and  nothing  in  this  oon- 
■titatioii  shall  be  so  oonatmed  aa  to  pr^odioe 
anj-  olamu  of  the  United  Statea,  or  lA  anv 
partionlar  State."  This,  Mr.  H.  said,  waa  aU 
vo  be  taken  into  oon^deratton,  referring  to  the 
Territorir  that  then  waa  to  be  carred  into  Statea, 
and  the  Territorj  that  shonld  afterwards  remain. 
Iha  laat  danse  was  a  very  important  one ; 
**oew  8tat«B  may  be  admitlad  into  the  Union." 
Oonneot  the  last  clanse  with  that,  ''  nothiog  in 
ikiia  ooitBtitDtJon  shall  be  so  conatmed,"  ko. 
Why  wae  it  inserted!  "New  States  may  be 
admitted  into  tlie  Union,"  but  the  prtqverty 
wfaiob  was  reeerred  for  the  Tarritorlea  waa 
intended,  some  of  it,  to  belong  to  the  States, 
when  they  should  beoome  BtatesL  This  danse 
was  intended  to  preserve  all  the  righta  of  the 
nmt«d  States  and  of  the  Statee,  when  they 
were  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  all  the  aUpn- 
latdona  preriooaly  male  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Terrilories  of  the  United  States, 
were  t«  be  Sua  and  inviolable,  in  tbU  latter 
daiue  of  thia  aitiole  of  the  constitntion.  If 
that  were  the  casQ,  and  Ur.  E.  said  he  ooold 
conceive  no  other  reason  why  this  ckase  shonld 
be  inserted,  he  would  raenr  to  the  &ot,  that  the 
ri^t  of  the  United  Statea  to  make  a  road 
within  the  Indian  ooantry,  had  been  stipnlated 
fbr,  and  had  been  vested  in  the  United  States, 
before  that  State  came  into  the  Union.  The 
State  afterwards  came  into  the  Union,  and 
there  was  nothioK  by  that  admiasloa  Uiat  would 
g»  to  pr^udice  the  claim  of  the  United  States 
to  make  this  road,  or  the  claim  of  the  State  to 
ao7  thing  that  was  granted  to  it  aa  a  Territory 


of  the  United  States.  The  stipdation  was 
furly  made  and  never  resdnded,  and  was  re- 
served  by  the  eiprees  clause  in  the  oonstdtution 
to  be  valid,  and  efTeotnal.  Mr.  H,  thought,  on 
tfaiB  point,  from  this  clause  of  the  ooustiCulaon, 
the  power  might  be  fairly  inferred. 

Ifr.  JoHKsoN,  of  EeutDcky,  referred  to  the 
Beoond  volume  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  cited,  as  oases  in  point,  in  answer  to 
Mr.  OoBB,  the  roads  which  bad  been  made  hj 
Uie  United  States,  from  Fort  Hawkins,  in  Qeor- 
gia,  and  Fort  Stoddart,  in  .Alabama.  These 
precedents  he  thought  conclusive,  as  to  the 
power  to  make  the  road  now  nader  discussion. 
There  had  been  an  appropriation  for  opening 
thia  road,  and  they  now  asked  for  an  approprisr 
tion  for  repairing  iL  The  appropriations  for 
opening  this  road,  had  been  made  under  the 
adndnistrations  of  JeSenoa,  Madison,  and  Mon- 
roe; and, if  his  friend  oononrred  with  himaeto 
tte  upMimn  of  the  meaanre,  and  it  waa  not 
to  be  dosbted,  where  rq>eated  appropriationa 
had  settled  tiiis  question,  he  hoped  he  wonld 
permit  the  constitutional  question  to  rest,  till  he 
came  to  matterH  of  greater  mranent,  when  it 
would  give  him  more  pleasure  to  hear  him,  and 
he  alwavs  heard  bim  with  pleasure  on  that 
great  and  vital  question.  On  the  present  ooos* 
sion,  Mr.  J.  did  hope  that,  if  the  Senate  be- 
lieved in  the  propriety  and  neoesdty  of  the 
measnre,  they  wcmld  make  the  Appropriation, 
after  what  ud  been  stated,  byway  of  matter 
of  flKli  on  the  sntgeot. 

Mr.  OosB  remembered  the  cironmstances 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  i 
he  was  a  member  S  Ocmgress  at  that  Ume,  and 
he  voted  a^hwt  the  appropriation  for  the  road 
from  Fort  Hawkins,  althoogh  it  was  in  Georgia. 
He  hoped  the  time  was  not  yet  come  when  the 
Senate  were  to  be  tied  down  by  a  precedent  of 
BQch  a  character  aa  that.  He  co^d  refer  the 
gentleman  to  other  precedents.  In  that  same 
book,  he  would  probably  find  a  certdn  law, 
called  a  sedition  law:  the  gentleman  wonld 
oertainly  not  deny  that  that  law  waa  unoon* 
statntional ;  if  he  admitted  that,  it  was  no  pre- 
cedent to  settle  a  question  of  constitutionaUty, 
and  it  would  be  still  lawful  for  them  to  object 
to  another  ledition  law,  on  the  ground  ta  its 
unconstitutionality.  The  gentleman  wonld  also 
find  a  law  ior  the  makmg  of  tiie  Cnmberland 
£oad,  which  originated  during  the  good  old  days 
of  Jefferson.  Mr.  0.  add,  in  his  opinion,  that 
also  was  onoonstitntiona],  and,  so  far  as  regarded 
himself,  it  wonld  form  no  precedent  to  him, 
and  he  should  make  the  same  reply  in  regard  to 
every  other  statute  that  the  gentJcmau  ^ould 
bring  in  support  of  this  bilL  He  contended 
that  no  oooBtltutional  question  could  he  settled 
in  that  way.  When  a  measure  was  brought 
forward,  every  man  would  Judge  for  himself 
and  he  was  bound  to  do  so,  not  only  by  the 


Tlierefore,  whan  gentlemen  prodoced  precedents 
of  this  kind,  be  gave  notice  now,  he  abonld  no4 
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admit  tbem  in  oonstitntional  qoeationa.  Tbej 
might  do  TWj  well  for  &  Oonrt,  but  not  for  ■ 
L^islstore.  On  consUtntional  principle^  there 
watd  b«  no  precedent 

Ur.  Elus  moved  to  iaj  the  bill  on  the  table, 
at  the  aoggeation  of  a  friend  from  Georgia,  bat 
Babseqoentlf  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Houas  made  some  further  remarki,  ii 
■uppori  of  tbe  positions  he  had  advanced,  and 
in  reply  to  Ur.  Cobb. 

Ur.  Habresoit,  of  Ohio,  sappoaed  that  the 
getttlemon  irom  6eorg;ia  had  b«en  so  oompletAlf 
drivQU  out  of  the  field,  on  the  oonatitntional 
qoestion,  that  he  would  not  have  entered  it 
agun  ;  bot  he  fonnd  he  was  like  the  character 
aaoribed  to  the  AmeriotQ  soldier  bj  tbe  Eu- 
ropean Boldier :  it  wsb  very  difficult  to  moke 
him  believe  he  was  beaten.  With  regsTd  to 
this  point,  Ur.  H.  sud,  be  shunld  ooiuider  bim 
io,  and  sboiild  say  nothing  in  relation  to  the 
oonstitDtional  part  of  this  qnestion.  And,  thw, 
the  question  recurred,  as  to  tbe  ezpedienoj  of  ^e 
measure.  The;  were  told  tbiB  was  the  only 
approaob,  by  mail  route,  to  the  great  oommar. 
aal  depot  of  New  Orleans ;  and  it  waa  in  such 
a  state  as  to  be  nearly  impassable.  From  this 
Btatemeot  of  the  case,  be  imagiDsd  there  was 
no  member  in  tbe  Senate  that  woold  deny  the 
neoessity  of  this  work.  The  qaestion  was,  who 
was  to  do  itt  It  waa  one  of  thcee  oases,  he 
ooknowledge^that  presented  tbe  iinportanoe 
of  the  coDBticttonal  power,  vested  in  OoDgreas, 
to  make  these  road^  in  a  better  point  of  view 
than  any  other  that  he  knew  c^— the  right  of 

SBsting  tbroD^  an  intermediate  ooontry  (a 
late  if  they  pleased)  in  whioh  tbe  interests  of 
aU  other  States  of  tbe  TJuion  were  more  in- 
volved than  the  State  through  which  the  road 
passed.  Such  was  the  fkct  in  the  present 
instaDce.  There  was  not  a  State  in  the  Union 
— certainly  ten  of  them — bnt  waa  more  inter- 
ested in  pasring  this  road,  than  the  State  of  AGs- 
dsdppi.  They  were  told  that  the  State  oonld  not 
doitif  she  woold,  beoanse  she  would  be  consid- 
ered a  trespasser  on  those  puts  of  it  whioh  didnot 
belong  to  her,  and  to  which  no  title  hod  been 
given  by  the  Unit«d  States.  Underthesecircnm- 
otanoesBheoouldnot;  and  if  she  could,  she  wonld 
not  do  it;  becanse  she  is  less  interested  in  it  than 
many  of  the  Slates.  Therefore,  it  is,  that  an  appli- 
cation is  made  of  a  grant  of  this  small  sum  of 
money,  to  fatulitate  t£e  conveyance  of  the  mail  on 
th&tnoBtimportantronteintbiscoiiotry.  Ur.H. 
said  it  was  his  belief^  that,  fl^m  the  dtnation 
the  road  u  at  present  in,  a  much  larger  amount 
of  property  might  be  lost,  by  to^g  a  Bingle 
mail,  than  what  was  asked  for  by  this  bill.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  bill  would  pass.  He 
hoped  no  further  objection  would  be  made  to 
it  on  oonstitntional  grounds;  fbr  gentlemen 
miftht  be  sure  there  would  be  plenty  of  oppor- 
tanitiea  for  discusung  that  question  during  the 
session. 

Ur.  Bbbkuh,  of  Georgia,  sdd,  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Uississippi,  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table,  was  made  at  his  suggestion . 


At  tJie  moment  when  this  question  first  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  view,  he  did  entertain  a 
serions  donbt  whether  the  great  qaestion  which 
agitates  and  divides  this  Union,  and  which  p^- 
.  haps  la  destined  still  more  to  do  so,  was  not  in- 
volved in  the  snbject  now  presented  to  the  con- 
sideratioa  of  the  Senate,  If  he  oonld  bdieve  it 
neoessanr  to  trace  to  the  treaty  of  1801,  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  to  do  that  act,  which 
it  was  contemplated  by  this  bill  to  do ;  in  other 
words,  if  he  oonld  think  it  neoeasary  to  affirm 
the  general  proposition,  that  the  United  States 
conld  acquire,  by  force  of  any  treaty,  the  right 
to  do  an  act,  the  right  to  do  which  oonld  not  be 
traced  to  the  only  le^timate  source  of  ila  powtt, 
the  oonstitiitioa,  he  should  still  be  dif^oeed  to 
panse.  Bnt  the  moderate  rcdectim  be  had 
been  able  to  bestow  on  this  SQt{}ect  during  the 
diaouBBion,  had  reconciled  his  mind  to  Uie  ad- 
mission of  the  principle,  that  the  effect  of  this 
treaty  was  certainly  of  limited  extent  This 
treaty  was  concluded  before  the  admisMon  of 
the  State  of  Uississippi  into  the  Union,  and  the 
parties  to  that  treaty  being  oonudered  as  distinct 
sovereignties,  might  have  imposed  on  the  United 
States  certain  obligations,  from  which  obliga- 
tions they  could  not  disengage  themselves  by 
any  new  oompacts  entered  into  wiUi  tbe  people 
of  Uississippi,  on  th«r  admission  into  the  Union. 
To  this  extent,  Ur.  B.  said,  tbe  power  of  the 
United  Statee  was  to  be  deduced  from  the  treaty, 
and  might  be  admitted  without  involving  tbe 
question  of  which  he  desired  to  steer  clear  in 
this  disoossion. 

As  to  the  general  right  asserted  for  the  Umon, 
to  make  roads  through  all  tbe  Indian  countries, 
against  such  a  doctrine  he  should  desire  to  pro- 
test. He  would  draw  a  distinction  between 
those  lands  of  Indians,  living  within  tbe  limits 
of  the  Statee  whioh  came  into  the  Confeder- 
ation, with  certtun  chartered  limita,  and  those 
living  witiiin  States,  who,  at  the  timf  of  the 
formation  of  tbe  constitution,  had  no  limits,  and 
whose  limits  were  only  defined  by  tbe  laws  reg- 
nlating  their  admission  into  the  Union.  It 
seemed  to  him,  that  tbe  present  biU  steered 
clear  of  all  these  dlfScuIties ;  and,  though  they 
had  desired  tbia  question  to  rest,  yet,  if  they 
were  required  to  act  on  It,  he  was  prapared  to 
act  according  to  the  best  of  bis  judgmott  ■  Tbe 
general  subject  having  been  presented  in  a  for- 
mal manner,  and  in  snob  a  manner  as  to  reqtdre 
a  formal  discussion,  he  was  solicited  by  no  mean- 
er step  to  interfere  with  that  course  which  the 
convictions  of  his  duty  had  prescribed  to  him ; 
but,  if  the  members  of  tbe  Sraiate,  generally, 
were  satisfied  that,  as  to  this  qneetioo,  the  bUl 
was  free  from  doubt,  be  should  not  preaa  on 
their  consideration,  at  this  moment,  the  motion 
for  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Some  further  conversation  then  passed  be- 
tween Messrs.  Oobb  and  Woodmtbt,  and  after 
on  ineffectual  motion  to  postpone  tbe  bill  to 
Wednesday  nest,  it  waa  ordered  to  be  en( 
for  a  third  reading,  without  a  divi^on. 
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TnxsDAT,  Pebrurjr  14 
Florida  Canal. 

Tbt  Sonata,  r>n  motion  of  Ifr.  Exkssiozb,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  oonrideration  of  the  fbUowing  biU 
fbr  the  iorvej  of  A  route  for  a  oanal,  between 
the  Atkntio  and  the  Gnlf  of  Uezioo  ~ 

"Sa  it  enaetid,  i£e.,  Tlutt  tbe  President  of  the 
TTDited  State*  be,  uid  he  it  herebf,  saUiorited 
cftOM  to  be  made  ui  accurate  and  mlnate  eiamina- 
tloD  of  (he  eonnUj  eoDth  of  the  St.  Hut's  lUver, 
end  inchidiDg  the  seme,  with  a  view  to  eaoerbdn 
the  most  eli^le  rente  fbr  a  canaL  admlttiiig  the 
traiult  of  boats,  to  connect  the  Atlantia  with  the 
Onlf  of  Heiioo,  and,  also,  with  a  liew  to  aaoertaln 
the  practieabiUt;  of  •  ship  channel ;  thet  be  e«Me 
vertlcDlarly  to  be  examined  tbe  ronte  &om  the  Bt. 
Mar;'!  RiTer,  to  the  Appalacliicola  RiTcr  or  Baj, 

«i<1  A»*n    iha    Ht      Jnlin**    RivAi-    tn    tTiA  Vai 


end  from  tbe  St.  John' 
Ba7,  with  a  riev  to  both  the  above  objeoU ;  tlist 
he  eanae  the  neceasarj  EorreTS,  both  bj  land  and 
ahing  the  coast,  with  estimatee  of  the  expense  of 
eaeh,  accompanied  yriib  proper  plana,  notes,  obeer- 
Tations,  eiplanationa,  and  onddou,  of  tbe  Board  of 
-_  . ^  that  h( "-" '-'  ■■-"- 


Engineers,  and  that  h 


a  fhn  report  of  these 


dollars  be,  and  the  Mine  Is  hereby,  ai^ropdeted, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Tieasary,  not  otherwlBe 
^^tropriated." 

1£t.  Eaitdolph,  of  Y%,  row,  and  said  he  waa 
not  eo  mQoh  of  a  politioal  Qaizote,  as,  at  the  end 
of  six  and  twenty  years  of  pnblio  life,  to  ran  a 
tilt  ogainst  a  wina-mill  In  fiill  operation ;  he 
would  only  eay,  that,  it  b^g  his  misfbrtnne  to 
doubt  the  constitntional  power  of  Oodrtssb  to 
Mt  on  a  snlttect  of  this  sort  within  the  body  ot 
a  State,  be  was  eqnal^  etnpid,  be  wonld  not  say 
"ln«fllibly"eo,  to  doubt  lie  power  within  the 
body  of  a  Territory:  for  he  realhr  oonld  not 
Teij  well  eee  the  distinotion,  the  differenoe— in- 
deed, it  was  a  distinotion  without  a  differenoe 
— of  poaring  oat  the  money  of  the  Treasury — 
the  money  of  tbe  people  of  the  whole  TTnited 
States — npon  theae  prefects,  whether  within  the 
body  of  a  State,  or  within  the  body  of  a  Territory. 
He  thanked  Qod  he  was  not  so  mnob  of  a  polit- 
ical metaphyndan,  vs  to  think  snch  nice  diadno- 
tlons  of  any  great  importance.  It  was  one  of 
those  cases  where  the  play  was  not  worth  tbe 
candle.  It  was  from  this  motive  that  be  had 
voted  agaioat  the  hill,  which  had,  to-day,  passed 
the  Senate,  for  making  a  road  throogh  the  Slate 
of  Hisdsaippi,  This  GoTenuneut,  said  ICr.  R,, 
bas  been  In  operation  now  some  seven  and 
thirtr  years,  and  what  road,  or  what  imprOTe- 
nent  has  been  nude  at  its  upense,  in  the  ad< 
loining  States  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  or  Oaro- 


linaf 


I  appeal  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 

Sonth  Carolina  if  there  is  any  pieoe  of  road— 
and,  in  Sonth  Carolina,  I  nnderstsnd — I  hope  I 
taaj  be  mistaken— that  there  exists  none  of  this 
politioal  sqneamishness,wbioh  exists  in  ns  Vir* 
ginians,  sbout  tbe  exercise  of  this  right — I  ap- 
peal to  the  Senator  from  Sontb  Carolina,  if 
Uiere  ts  a  pieoe  of  road,  in  the  whole  woild, 
tbat  more  requires  the  int«rpodticai  of  Gorem- 


I  ment,  Qian  that  road  abont  Uarlborongh  Conrt- 
hoose — the  oanseway  on  this  side  oi  Pedeet 
I  Ko,  rir.  Has  there  been  any  proposition  to 
mend  it  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  f 
None  at  alL  I,  therefore,  who  go  for  the  foot, 
do  not  core  one  batton,  whether  the  public 
treasure  is  poured  ont  in  doing  for  the  States, 
that  which  it  behoovee  the  8tat«e  to  do  for  them- 
selves, or  in  doing  it  in  the  first  instanoe  for  those 
partioalsr  faToritcs  of  Eseontive  patronage,  tlie 
Territories ;  where  the  power  of  this  Qovem- 
ment,  the  £xeontiTe  bnmch  in  partioolor,  is  al- 
moet  allpowerfol,  that  they  may  be  dandled  and 
swaddled,  and  anrtored  np,  into  ready  made 
Btatee,  and  g^  all  their  improTements  at  the 
expense  of  the  General  Government.  I  have 
not  the  slightest  idea  of  awning  this  question ; 
it  has  been  argned  so  often,  and  so  mnoh  better 
and  abler  than  I  can  pretend  to  do  it,  that  I  rise 
imly  tor  the  purpose  of  reoordlng  my  vote  on  the 
preeeot  qoestitxt,  and  asking  lor  the  yeas  and 
nays  <ai  the  amendment. 

llr.  HiNDKiazB,  of  Indiana,  aiiA  this  was  a 
question  of  mere  en»edienoy ;  a  qoesUon  which 
has  <rften  been  decided.  It  wss  a  qnesdon  for  a 
snrvey;  one  on  which  a  general  law,  and  a  gen- 
eral f^iittopriation,  had  heretofore  been  passed ; 
and,  in  reference  to  wbioli,  an  item  in  the  aj^ro- 
priation  bill  had  passed  the  other  Honse  during 
the  present  sesnon,  and  was  now  before  the 
Senate.  U,  on  this  prupodtion,  the  oonsUtn- 
tional  question  was  to  be  oanvaased,  a  broad  field 
wonld  be  opened,  and  a  broad  disoosdon  woold 
of  oonrse  ensne.  Hr.  H.  s^  be  wonld  state,  as 
briefly  as  he  coold,  the  ol^ect  ot  tbe  oommittee 
in  reporting  tUs  amendment  to  the  biU.  Tbe 
bill  itself  anthoHzes  a  surrey  and  examination 
of  tbe  Peninsula  of  El<»ida,  with  a  view  to  a 
canal  to  connect  tbe  Atlantic  coast  with  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  at  the  Appalaohioola  or  the  Bn- 
wannee  Bay.  The  section  nnder  connderation 
anthomes  a.  oontinaanoe  of  the  same  survey  and 
examination  to  the  Miyisslppi  Biver.  Tbe  oom- 
mittee were  indnced  to  report  this  amoadment 
from  an  examination  of  maps  of  the  eoaak  from 
the  Appalochicola  to  the  Hismsrippi,  and  fVom 
other  sources  of  information  on  the  same  snbjecL 
The  maps  of  the  coast  allnded  to,  show,  with 
little  interruplioo,  a  oontinoalaMi  of  lakes,  bays, 
sounds,  and  inlets,  almost  the  whole  dirtaaoe; 
show  the  practicability  of  a  perfect  Inland  nav- 
igation fbr  860  miles,  by  cutting  at  varioDs 
points,  short  distances ;  which,  aooording  to  tbe 
tnformatioa  given,  and  now  on  tbe  table,  amoont 
to  no  more  uiao  twelve  miles.  The  in^Njrtaiiee 
of  this  oommunioation  m^  no^  at  firat  view, 
appear.  It  may  be  said  that  from  the  month  of 
the  Miaaisrappi  to  the  Peninsula  of  Floiida,  the 
Gnlf  is  open,  admits  of  safe  and  easy  navigation, 
and  that  an  inland  navigation  is  here  nnneoee- 
sary.  This  may  be  good  doctrine  for  sliip 
owners,  and  those  who  fbllow  the  coasting  trade, 
bnt  it  IS  very  maoh  otherwise  for  the  growers 
of;  and  traders  in,  the  prodace  of  the  western 
oountry.  If  the  navigation  be  thrown  into  the 
open  GtiU;  the  produce  of  the  West,  MeUng  a 
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market,  is  stopped  &t  New  Orleuis ;  and  if  it 
would  progress  auj  farther  soDth,  it  is  sat^ected 
to  Hie  expense  Aod  dels;  of  tranHhipnieDt.  Even 
the  Uobile  and  Fensacots  Bb7s,  to  which  the 
naviKatioD  is  at  preoeat  aJmosI  oomplete,  are 
shot  against  the  prodace  and  0»  navigation  of 
the  western  oonntr;.  Sir,  said  Ur.H^  more  than 
one-half  the  Tenicorr,  and  more  than  one-third 
of  Uie  population  of  the  Ilaioii,  de^od  on  the 
UiBsisrippi  River  for  the  transportation  of  pn>- 
.  dnoe  to  the  soathero  market.  That  whole  ex- 
tent of  oonDtr^,  and  mass  of  popnlation,  are  in- 
terested in  the  sacoess  of  the  measure  proposed. 
This  inland  navigation  completed,  and  the  pro- 
dnce  of  the  weetom  <M>Qnti'y,  la  the  same  venel 
in  which  it  shall  have  been  shipped  at  Pittebnig, 
or  at  any  point  on  the  Miflmssippi,  or  anj  of  Its 
tributary  streams,  may  pass  directly  into  the 
harbors  of  the  Florida  ooast,  into  the  canal  of 
tike  peninsnliL  and  find  its  way  to  the  Atlantic 
borders  end  the  markets  of  Georgia ;  and  if  in 
a  vesael  calculated  to  stem  the  onrrents  of  the 
UlNissippi,  may  i«tnm  laden  with  the  cotton 
and  BDgar  of  Lonluana  uid  Florida,  and  with 
the  prodnotions  of  all  the  countries  watered  by 
the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Onlf  of  He^co, 
through  the  ooasts  of  Florida.  The  half  of  the 
States  of  the  Union  are  in  a  greater  or  lees  de- 
gree tntereated  in  the  measure  now  before  the 
Senate.    Bat,  the  constitndonal  oltJeotion,  so 

often  nrged  ag^nst  the  power  of  Ooni " 

ooDstnict  roads  and  canals,  ii  brongbt  to 
this  amendment  This  otjeotion  be  did  not  ex- 
pect to  meet  on  a  mere  propodtion  to  expkwei 
to  snrvey,  to  do  thot  which  is  doing  every  d^ 
by  the  secretary  of  War,  nnder  the  antbtxit;  of 
Congress.  Two  years  ago,  a  law  of  0<Ki^«as 
was  passed,  anthorizing  surveys,  estimate^  in., 
and  the  em^yment,  for  that  pnrpose,  of  the 
topc^aphical and  civil engineersof  the conntry. 
This  btU  apprraristed  $80,000  for  carrying  the 
ol^ects  of  the  law  Into  effect,  and,  ^,  but  for 
the  fact  that  the  qipropiiation  nnder  this  law  is 
exhansted,  the  Seinetary  of  War  vonld  direct 
the  pn^rees  of  this  very  wto-k,  which  ooora-ding 
to  the  opiuioD«  of  some  gentlemen,  we  have  no 
power  to  direct  here.  How  many  roads  have 
you  surveyed  tiirongh  tfae  various  States,  and 
what  are  some  of  yonr  engineers  doing  now  ? 
Are  they  not  employed  in  Mrv^yings  road  from 
this  city  to  If ew  Orleans  t  Thi8,Bsld  Mr.  H.,ia, 
aeoordmg  to  my  hamhle  Jadgment,  a  work  to 
which  considerations  of  expediency  will  alone 
apply ;  and,  in  this  view  of  it,  ft  was  to  be  pre- 
eomed,  there  would  bebnt  fewotgeodonfl  to  the 
amendment.  Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  what  is  tbe  canse 
of  onr  solicitnde  about  Cuba!  It  is,  that  Cuba 
ts  the  key  bt  the  Oolf  Stream.  Jt  is  because 
this  island,  in  the  hands  of  a  maritime  power, 
coold  command  and  control  the  navigation  and 
the  commerce  of  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico,  and  of  the 
West  Indies.  This  canal  from  the  AtUntio  to 
tlie  mseissippioompleted,  and  the  power  of  this 
position  over  onr  commerce,  most,  in  a  great 
measnre,  ceaae.  The  exports  of  the  half  of  tiie 
Union  wonkt  no  kiDger  be  ujweed  to  the  pira- 


oiea  of  the  West  Indian  si 


ir  tbe  no  less  fatal 


oasoalties  of  shipwreck  ofF^  tii«  Florida  Oafe, 
This  canal  wonla  afford  an  inland  navigatjtw, 
which  would  avoid  the  dangui  of  the  e^ie; 
and  the  d^  is,  perhaps,  not  Esr  distant,  when  a 
oauaL  tt  tiia  isthmns  of  Panama  or  Barirat, 
wonld  give  to  it  much  of  the  commerce  of  the 
East  Indies  and  of  the  Padfio  Ocean.  This, 
pn^erly  spealdng,  Is  a  measnre  fbr  the  protection 
of  oonuneroe,  and  not  a  qneetion  of  internal  im- 
provements. 

Mr.  JoBSBnai,  of  LonUana,  stid  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment  was  to  oontinne  tfae  aor- 
vey  along  the  ooost,  oeoordiug  to  the  plan  wUcli 


IS  preeented  about  two  years  ago.   His 


was,  that  if  a  ablp  channel  were  pi 
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while  the  Engineers  were  o 
spot,  it  was  a  matter  of  eoouoniy  to  oontinne 
tne  snrvey.  It  was  a  saving  of  time,  and  it 
wonld  enable  the  Government  to  act  non 
speedily.  He  was  apprehensive,  however,  that 
it  would  embarraM  the  bill  by  presenting  oon- 
stitntional  aneetionsi  though,  in  relation  to  onr 
Territories,  ne  beUeved  onr  power  was  sovereign, 
and  that  we  oould  exercise  over  them  all  the 
rightful  powers  of  legislation  ;  and  this  was  the 
£ret  time  he  had  ever  heard  an  intimation  that 
Oongress  did  not  possess  it, 

Mr.  J.  sud  he  had  no  objection  to  tb« 
aznendmenL  It  propoeee  merely  to  extend  th« 
snrvey  along  the  propoeed  line  of  interior  com- 
mnnication,  tlie  whole  of  which  is  extrem^ 
interesting.  Bat  the  ship-channel  which  Una 
bill  eontemplatea,  Is  of  infinitely  more  Impcr- 
tanoe,  and  calculated  more  strongly  to  engage 
tlie  attention  of  this  Honse. 

^e  ottJeot  of  this  work  is  to  draw  all  tlie 
navigation  of  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  which  now 
passes  throngh  the  strait  between  Coba  and 
Florida,  to  a  more  convenient  and  safe  channel 
throngh  the  peninsula,  the  effect  of  which  will 
be  to  diminish  the  length  of  the  voyage ;  to 
prodnoe  great  economy  in  time  and  expense; 
to  avoid  tbe  usual  dangers  and  losses ;  to  give 
to  the  western  country,  at  alt  timea,  in  peace 
and  in  war,  a  free  and  open  communication 
with  the  Atlaatlo;  to  deprive  Cuba  of  her 
position,  and  to  place  the  trade  of  tliat  sea 
under  the  control  of  this  QovemmenL 

Of  the  localities  of  the  coanttr,  I  have  before 
spoken :  of  the  practicability  of  the  work,  not 
a  doubt  exists  on  tbe  minds  of  the  scientifio 
and  experienced  En^neers ;  and  I  wish  not  to 
detain  the  Honee  by  on  aocoont  of  the  msf- 
niflcent  works  of  this  kind  which  genius,  labor, 
patience,  and  enterprisa,  have  accomplished  in 
other  countries,  for  objects  of  comparatively 
small  importanoe.  The  Caledonian  canal,  unit- 
ing the  two  seas  through  Scotland,  constructed 
with  twenty-three  IocIm,  and  forming  a  line  (rf 
seventy  mile^  and  tlie  canal  from  uie  Helder 
to  Amsterdam,  of  forty-eight  miles.  Wow  the 
level  of  Uie  oi^acent  sea,  both  capable  of  pase- 
ing  frigatea  <x  thirty-two  guns,  demonstrate 
Ute  praoticalulity  of  sttoh  works,  where  turton 
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nu  not  intarpowd  pbjaioal  impoedbilitiea.  I 
nuderstand  that  8  vork  of  great  maKnitade  in 
Bwedm  is  bQII  ocmtianed  with  maWAd  zeal 
and  ooofidenoe;  that  the  appareat  delaj  ia 
owing  to  the  extent  of  the  work — the  partial 
ntpropriations  of  the  Diet — not  to  any  insaper- 
able  aiffionltj,  or  phTsioal  impoadbiUt;.  It  is 
nnder  the  direction  of  an  atue  iiiiiust«r,  who 
peraeTem  ia  the  object  with  a  seal  that  en- 
sures sDooeos.  It  ia  expected  to  be  completed 
In  1838.  Tbey  began  b;  eotre;,  ae  we  do ; 
thej  acted  aa  we  shall,  upon  the  opinions  of 
Enniteen.    A  fUInre  is  not  anIJoipttted. 

To  form  some  idea  of  die  present  and  fatore 
extent  and  Tslne  of  oonuneroe  of  this  region, 
we  most  look  to  the  great  exprasion  of  this 
Ifediterranesn  Bea,  the  oonnb?  that  snrronnds 
it,  with  the  ^nlation  that  inhabits  it,  and  the 
prodnctions  it  affbrds  for  exchange. 

It  extends  lh>m  Appalachioola  B^,  wwt, 
■IcHig  oar  own  ooast  and  the  B^  of  fit.  Ber- 
nard ;  thence,  sonth,  to  the  same  extremity  o( 


the  Istbmiu  at  Sarien :  thenoe,  twen^  degrees 
east,  throngh  the  Oanibetn  Sea,  and  th«iio& 
northwardly,  along  the  coast  of  Jam^ca  and 


Cuba,  occnpTin^  all  the  ^>aoe  between  those 
isluida  and  Flonda,  Loniaiana,  Uezioo,  Ooate- 
mala,  and  Colombia. 

It  embraces  a  oonntaj  ctf  immense  extent, 
wHh  a  popnlation  of  fifteen  millions,  and  pro- 
dndng  the  richest  productions  of  uie  earth ; 
the  whole  of  whose  commerce  necessarilj  paas- 
«a  throngh  the  onlj  ontlet  to  the  AtlanMo,  a 
narrow,  crooked^  and  dangerons  channel  be- 
tween CnbB  and  Florida— boond  by  shoals, 
reefe,  and  keya,  with  a  stnmg,  irregnlar,  and 
nneqaal  enrrea^  exposed  alike  to  the  calms  and 
tlie  storms  that  prersil  there. 

The  loss  of  propertj  and  Uvea  is  Inoalcolably 
great.  I  have  eridence  of  the  loss  of  sixtf- 
tonx  ▼eascls,eatimated  at  $700,000,  during  the 
last  year.  Here  Hr.  J.  edd  he  had  an  aocorate 
sehednle  of  all  the  losses  during  the  last  jear, 
famished  by  a  gentleman  ol  Boston,  It  ap- 
peared by  that  statement  that  the  five  first  ves- 
sels were  estimated  at  $170,000. 

Bat  let  OS  take  a  more  aoonrate  and  partien- 
lir  view  of  this  oommeroe.  The  whole  of  the 
ooontry  west  of  the  monntaina,  and  by  tar  the 
best  and  largest  portion^  depends  on  the  Bay  of 
MexicOj  ana  (umishes  alone  an  exten^Te  trade. 
It  prodnced  last  year  873,000  hales  ootton, 
Ofisrissippi  lUTer,  306,394 ;  Mobile  Bay,  58,797 ; 
Clorida,  6,000  bales,)-^neariy  ha^  of  t2ie  pn>- 
dnctions  of  the  United  States,  besides  sngar, 
DMlaMCs,  tobacco,  floor,  and  other  prorisionB. 
They  are  stated  to  bare  equalled  twenty-three 
millioas  last  year,  and  to  have  employed,  from 
the  Ujssissippi  ^one,  160,000  tons  dipping. 
There  enl«T«d  the  port  of  Orleans,  in  1626, 
•even  hundred  and  thirty-two  Teasels,  making 
1,464  voyages ;  and,  inolnding  the  Uobile  Bay 
and  Florida,  probably  amounted  to  850  vessels 
and  1,700  voyages. 

To  form  a  oorreot  o^nion  of  the  value  of 
fids  interior  oommunication,  we  most  bear  in 


'  mind  that  onr  vessels  will  pass  due  east,  firom 
the  month  of  the  Ifisusaippt  River,  in  the 
Bhort«et  time,  on  sn  open  sea,  free  from  dan- 
ger, almost  out  of  the  range  of  the  violent 
winds  of  the  West  Indies,  and  nnder  the  pro- 

,  tection  of  a  naval  fbroe  that  will  find  in  Pensa- 
oola  the  sams  advantages  of  position  that  Onba 
presents  to  a  maritime  power,  and  that  each  ot 

■■  these  vessel^  in  each  of  these  voyages,  travers- 
es fonrteen  degrees  of  latitade  in  distance,  and 
increases  her  passage  about  eight  da^  and  the 
outward  voyage  wiU  require  a  long  time  to 
beat  np  agabist  the  current.  It  may  be  ssfely 
oaloulatoi^  that  on  the  ontward  and  retnru 
voyage  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  ono- 
h^  of  the  time,  and  one-third  of  the  distance, 
will  be  saved,  and  a  corresponding  dimintition 
of  expense. 

This  export  of  oar  country,  which  emplt^ 
so  many  vessels  and  seamen,  of  which  I  nave 
epoken,  is  entirely  the  production  of  the  earth, 
from  onr  own  labw,  and  not  Uable  to  any  de- 
duction fiir  raw  material,  fbreign  skill,  or  cspi- 
tsL  It  is  the  prodnctiou  of  three  mUliona  of 
people,  witb  ample  space,  a  rich  soU,  and  &vor- 
ahle  climate,  which,  in  twenty-five  yean,  will, 

Srobably,  double  their  number,  and  whose  pro- 
actions  will  increase  in  a  oorreepondlng  ratio. 
Beddes  this  export,  it  must  also  he  remembered, 
that  a  supply  equal  to  the  consumption  of  nine 
States,  is  broogbt  into  oar  ports  from  the 
Northern  States,  or  from  Europe ;  that  these 
importations  must  likewise  inorease  wiUi  our 
numbers  and  wealth. 

I  am  unable  to  furnish  a  ftill  stetement  of  the 
navigation  and  oommeroe  of  the  Spanish  Amer- 
icas, bordering  on  the  Bay  of  Mexico.  The 
exports  of  Liverpool  alone,  for  the  Sonth 
American  markets,  of  British  goods^  at  thp 
cnstom-bonse  price,  for  the  year  1828,  amount- 
ed to  thirty-four  ndllions  of  dollars,  of  which 
mo»  than  twen^  millions  pass  by  this  ronte. 
This  is  independent  of  the  smount  shipped 
from  other  ports  in  Eng^d,  or  from  the  rest 
(^  Europe,  the  re-shipments  from  tlus  conntry, 
and  the  direct  trade  of  Americsn  sappUes^ 
which  is  eqosl  to  dx  nullions.  In  addition  to 
which,  a  larae  amount  of  tiie  export  trade  ot 
Jamaica  and  Onba  pass  by  this  ronte.  The 
whole  of  this  trade,  with  the  exports  of  Uezi- 
oo, Ouatemal^  and  Colombia,  will  employ 
160,000  tons  of  shipping,  eqnsl  to  seven  hnn- 
dred  vessels,'  fonning  an  aKregate,  with  onr 
own,  of  800,000  tons  of  ddppmg,  and  1,600 
vessels. 

This  country,  like  onr  own,  is  rapidly  aug- 
menting in  numbers,  and  daily  developing  ita 
resources.  They  have  just  emerged  trma  a 
long  and  minous  war;  and  the  mfineDoe  of 
peace,  indepeudenoe,  and  freedom,  has  not  yet 
prodnoed  its  effect  upon  the  industry  of  thii 
portion  of  our  hemisphere ;  and  we  n^y  an- 
ticipate, when  this  inauenoe  shall  be  felt  that, 
from  the  ext«nt  of  territory  and  popnlalioii, 
and  the  value  and  variety  of  thdr  jvodnctiMU^ 
this  trade  will  greatly  inorease. 
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We  might  oBBt  our  minds  fbrward,  to  ft  pe- 
riod Dot  distsnt,  when  a  stmilar  work,  now 
contemplated,  wUl  open  A  safe  and  abort  paa- 
eage  to  India,  tLToagh  the  latlunas  of  Danen, 
which  will  fonn,  with  thta  connection  witb 
florida,  a  new  and  interesting  field  of  eater- 
prise. 

It  is  in  Tun  to  oaloolate  the  extent  of  trade 
in  twentj  jreara  through  this  sea,  with  the 
rapid  increase  of  population,  and  the  new 
springs  of  indosby  and  enterprise  which  this 
oommerce  wUl  eicie«. 

There  are  other  conriderations,  of  litUe  less 
weight,  of  B  poUtdoal  character.  The  island  of 
Onba  oocni)ies  a  strong  position  on  oar  conti- 
nent. She  is  called  b;  mUitary  men  the  key  of 
the  Ba;  of  Mexico,  and  capable,  with  eqnal 
naval  force,  to  lock  np  the  navigation  of  that 
entire  region.  She  holds  the  same  relation  to 
Uiis  continent  that  England  holds  to  Eorope— 
and  to  the  Bay  of  llezico,  the  same  position 
that  Oibraltar  holds  to  the  Mediterranean ;  and 
in  the  possession  of  a  people  equally  enterpris- 
ing, skuAi],  and  powerfnl,  woold  attempt  to  ex- 
et«lae  over  as  and  onr  trade  the  same  nnoon- 
trolled  influence  dat  the  greatest  maritdme  na- 
tion has  for  a  long  time  exercised  over  the  rest 
of  the  world. 

I  do  not  doobt,  myself^  that  into  whatever 
hands  it  may  fall,  we  shall  be  at  all  times  com- 
petent to  defend  oar  trade,  and  able  to  main- 
tain in  that  sea  a  force  snffloient  to  restrain  tho 
power  of  the  most  ambitions.  Tet,  it  is  tme, 
that  a  naval  fbrce,  with  a  secnre  and  fortified 
harbor  in  posBearion  of  the  island,  would  oper- 
ate with  advantages  which  nolldng  bnt  sape- 
riority  of  force  contd  oonqner,  and  would  cost 
great  sacrifices  to  munt^n.  This  is  the  point 
where  a  naval  force  could  act  npon  ns  widi  tho 

Kaatest  effect  This  is  onr  vmnerabie  point, 
le  occlusion  of  the  gulf  wonld  have  a  power- 
ful infincDce  on  the  social  and  political  condi- 
tion of  the  West,  It  wonld  result  in  the  ruin 
of  agricnltore,  and  the  annihilation  of  com- 
merce, or  in  the  sacrifice  of  their  independ- 
ence ;  and,  perhaps,  in  consequences  fatal  to 
the  Union.  This  sentiment  is  so  strongly  felt 
that  any  attempt  to  occupy  this  porition  wonld 
rouse  this  country. 

But  there  is  reason  to  believe,  at  tome  future 
day,  when  war  is  renewed,  that  the  dominion 
of  this  sea,  and  perhaps  this  island  also,  may 
become  a  prize  to  be  fought  for ;  that  a  great 
naval  a43tion  may  decide  the  qnestdon  of  power, 
and  that  day  may  not  be  far  distant 

This  view  of  Oie  subject  wilt  strikingly  iBus- 
Irate  the  value  of  our  naval  force  to  the  nuion, 
independence,  and  security  of  our  country, 
■which  some  supposed  wasrequired  only  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  Adantio  States ;  but 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  eqnally  necessary  to  the 
safety  and  liberty  of  all.  The  time  is  rapidly 
approaching  when  onr  increasing  nnmoerB, 
■treugtb,  and  means,  will  place  ns  beyond  the 
reach  of  danger.  Bnt  if  a  competent  force 
OOflld,  by  any  combinatian  in  Europe,  be  od' 
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lected  to  close  this  narrow  passage,  we  shovld 
lostantly  feel  the  neoeedty  of  this  private  oor- 
ered  way  of  onr  own  through  the  peninsula, 
which  would  induce  the  navigation  to  deeeit 
its  natural  channels — deprive  Cuba  of  her  po- 
sition, and  the  enemy  of  his  power.  It  wonld 
produce  an  entire  revolution  in  ootiaaeroa. 
The  difibrenoe  of  expense  alone  would  give  as 
decided  ao  advantage,  that  no  Btate  coald  oran- 
pete  with  us  in  that  sea:  and  if  the  nntnatdta. 
criminations  and  nneqnal  regnlaticau  of  fbrrign 


Ing  it  effectual. 

In  fine,  whether  we  take  a  commercial,  polit- 
ical, or  military  view  of  this  ml^Jeot,  whether 
in  a  state  of  peace  or  war,  whetiier  at  present 
or  any  future  time,  we  ahall  be  convinced  ot 
&e  advantages  it  will  give,  the  second  it  wUl 
afford,  and  Uie  power  it  will  confer. 

Ur.  Rakdolph  sud  he  did  purposely  abetsos 
trom  entering  into  the  merits  of  tliis  qnestioa ; 
he  did  pnrposdy  sbctain  from  entering  into  the 

Srinciple,  much  lees  into  any  of  the  details: 
e  would  not  even  go  into  one  of  Oie  least 
degrees  of  that  prindpte :  bnt  he  felt  called  np 
by  a  remark  which  bad  been  made  by  a  genOa- 
man  who  had  Just  taken  his  seat,  that  this  ii 
tlie  first  time  be  had  evur  beard  it  questioned, 
that  Oongrees  possesses  sovereign  and  omnipo- 
tent power  over  the  Territoriee  of  the  Union. 
I  am  vety  much  afraid,  said  Hr.  R.,  that  tbe 
gentleman  and  myself  will  be  found,  in  the 
course  of  our  political  Journey,  to  differ,  not  oa 
this  point  only,  of  oouBtitutionsI  taw ;  and  I 
ask  his  lesve  to  tell  bim,  that  not  only  is  tbe 
power  of  Oongreas,  whether  Legislative,  £i- 
ecutive,  or  Jndicisl — of  either  branch  or  all 
combined — and  much  les  of  a  sin^e  bnmoh— 
not  sovereign  and  omnipotent  over  the  Territo- 
ries, bnt  that  the  power  of  no  other  free  Gov- 
ernment under  tbe  sun  b  soverei^  and  om- 
nipotent anywhere ;  it  is  utterly  mc<mGistent 
and  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  tnt 
institutions  that  a  Qovemment  ahoold  be  sov- 
ereign and  omnipotent  I  know,  sir,  we  hear 
a  great  deal  about  the  omnipotence  of  the  Brit- 
ish Farliunent,  and,  I  am  airaid,  we  bear  more 
of  it  than  we  rightly  understand.  In  tome 
senses  of'the  term,  the  British  Parliament  has 
been  said  to  be  omnipotent,  and  BMue  of  the 
worshippers  at  the  shrine  of  power  have  gtme 
eo  flu-  aa  to  say,  that  Parliament  can  do  any 


have  studied  the  constitutional  law  of  Enj^and 
— it  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  be«L 
conversant  with  the  history  of  that  country, 
and  who  have  seen  its  system  emerm  from  the 
darkness  of  barbarism  and  feudalism,   to  ib 

f  resent  state,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  that 
arliament  itself  cannot  do,  although  that  is 
an  integral  end  eimple  Oovenment,  tottu  ttrm 
al^fvt  rotundiu,  complete  within  itself,  and  not 
a  dependent  and  limited  Government,  owing 
its  powqr  entirely  to  a  grant,  the  Tofamtai; 
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mnt,  of  free,  flomtlgti,  and  independent  States. 
Kow,  the  idea,  that  a  Goyemmen^  oonfeasedlj 


Institiited  for  ovtain  pnrpooea,  and  those  prin- 
dpall;  of  exterior  relsdion ;  a  Govemment  that 
eannot  shov  any  powv  it  poMMses  oat  of  the 
deed  of  giA ;  a  Govenunent  tltat  has  to  resort 
perpetuil;  to  the  parchment  to  uphold  its  ca- 
uuat^r  ^  "^i  *  Govenimeiit  which,  so  far 
bom  bcdng  self-dapendent,  reeta  entdrely  on  the 
will  of  its  creators ; — pnt  a  oase ;  sopposa  the 
aeTersl  States  refuse  to  send  delegates  here, 
what  becomes  of  tdot  omnipotence  t — I  say, 
)  snppose  BQoh  a  Qovenunent  to  be 


ohre^B — but,  thank  God,Iamnotaritetortoian. 
If  it  were  oecessarf,  I  oonld  state  a  great  msof 
things  which  the  Congress  of  the  Umted  States, 
and  the  Present  of  the  United  Ststes,  cannot 
do,  even  in  these  poor,  miserable^  abject  Terri- 
tories. Thef  cannot  violate  the  person  of  a 
free  American.  "I  am  an  American  citizen;" 
this  is  a  protection,  «  panopl;  that  their  spears 
cannot  dieroe.  In  regard  to  those  Qorem- 
mmts,  from  the  Snt  institotiott  of  that  of  the 
North-west  Territory,  down  to  the  last,  which 
I  believe  was  Arkansas,  I  hare  held  them  to  be 
abhorrent  to  the  natnre  and  genios  of  onr  in- 
slitntions.  I  shall  not  go  into  the  point,  and 
why  t  For  the  tame  reason  that  I  did  not  go 
tnto  the  expediency  and  benefits  of  this  canal. 
They  are  QoTcmmants  prooonsnl&r  in  their 
very  nature,  and  they  are  exeroised  over  ob- 
Bcore  and  remote  provinces  by  a  sstrap  who 
never  forgets  that  be  has  been  a  satrap. 

Sir,  I  did  not  rise  to  favor  the  Senate  with  a 
geogrqihical  leotnre^  though,  even  on  the  snb- 
ject  of  geography,  I  too  have  had  some  shallow 
spirit  of  Judgment;  nor  t«  give  a  statistiosl 
leotore,  or  a  leotnre  on  the  subject  of  com- 
merce, which  wonld  come  mnoh  better  from 
the  Chairman  of  that  Gomniitt«e,  I  merely 
rose  to  stale  that  I  am  one  of  those  who  are  so 
stupid — I  ssidj  rapreesly,  not  "ineffably  stu- 
pid^"— as  to  believe  th^  Oongress  does  not 
poseeee  this  power ;  therefore,  all  1  asked,  was 
the  yeas  and  nays,  so  as  -to  lie  able  to  record 
my  vote.  I  ssid,  that,  aft«r  so  many  years  of 
pnbllo  lif^  I  was  not  so  mneh  of  a  Qmzotc  ss 
to  mn  a  tilt  against  a  windmill  in  foil  opera- 
tion, with  the  wind  at  north-west ;  bntj  if  I 
bad  been  disposed  to  favor  the  Senate  vrith  a 
ffec^rsphiool  lectare,  I  certainly  shonld  not 
have  beaa  able  to  inform  them  that  either 
Onbtt  or  Great  Britain  occnpied  podUona  on 
tiiia  or  the  other  continent  I  have  always 
been  nnder  the  deplorable  mistake,  that  both 
of  them  were  insaJar;  I  readily  admit  that 
Gabs  oociroiee  the  same  position  on  this  conti- 
nent that  Great  Britwn  does  on  the  other  oon- 
ItBent ;  beoatise,  neither  of  them  oocnpy  a  po- 
dtion  on  either  ocmtinent. 

With  regard  to  tliis  qnesUon  of  canals,  if  we 
mnst  go  into  the  expediency  of  a  canal  of  some 
three  or  fbnr  handrod  miles,  between  the  Ap- 
palachieola  and  the  Uissisnppl,  it  will  extend 


throngh  two  very  large  Ststes,  and  part  of  an- 
other— throngh  the  whole  breadth  of  Alabama 
and  UississippL  and  a  small  part  of  Lonisiana. 
It  is  very  well  known  to  persons  conversant 
with  osnals,  that  it  is  mnoh  easier  to  dig  even 
throngh  the  granite  of  Scotland,  than  to  miika 
a  canal  throngh  morasses  and  quagmires.  Th« 
difflcnltieB  wMch  have  been  experienced  in  the 
constmction  of  the  Ohesapeake  Oanal  have  not 
been  found  in  the  hard  gronnd,  bnt  in  the  nv 
tm^  of  the  gronnd  of  an  oppodte  qnality — in 
the  qasgmlres.  We  ore  told  of  the  canal  that 
tha  Dutch  have  cnt^  from  the  Znyder  Zee  to 
the  North  Sea,  Eeally,  sirj  the  diatanoe  whioh 
is  in  that  little  narrow  strip  of  land  in  North 
Holland,  or  West  Friesland :  for  it  bears  botli 
appellatdons—between  the  Zayder  Zee  and  the 
German  Ocean^what  is  it  t  If  Holland,  itself 
were  pat  down  on  this  country  that  we  pro- 
pose to  cat  through,  yon  would  hardly  be  able 
find  it ;  either  the  Uarquis  de  Maison  Bonge'a, 


others  in  the  world,  the  most  dense  in  popnla- 
tion,  and  most  abundant  in  disposable  coital 
and  labor,  except  and  that  very  lately,  this 
same  island,  which  occopies  a  position  on  the 
continent  of  Europe ;  ana  this  country  is  to  be 

Gt  in  oompemion  with  the  gand-banks,  th« 
mmocks,  the  savannahs,  pocoeons,  andswamps 
of  Morida,  Alabama,  Uisrisappi,  and  Louid- 
anal  How  many  inhabitants  are  there  to  the 
sqnare  mile  t  What  tha  snrplns  disposable  cap- 
ital t  All  this  only  shows  that,  when  once  the 
fever  is  np,  whether  it  is  fbr  Internal  improve- 
ment, or  ext«mal  operations ;  for  Oolombiso 
scrip,  or  Poyas's  bonds — look  to  tha  sitnatioii 
of  England  now — it  will  run  its  coarse,  unless 
the  doctor  shonld  out  it  off,  and  the  patient 
with  it,  by  the  plentiful  administration  of  the 
lancet  end  calomeL  What,  sir,  is  this  aryu- 
mentum  ab  inwniMnimti  which  induces  ns  not 
to  look  at  the  charter  of  cor  powers,  becaoM 
it  is  very  convenient  for  ns  to  hava  a  canal 
here,  or  a  road  there,  or  a  something  else  else- 
where I  I  will  pnsh  It  to  its  legitimate  oonse- 
qnence ;  and,  if  we  mnst  have  an  appropriation 
contrary  to  the  oonstitntion ;  if  we  mnst  poor 
oat  the  money  of  the  whole  United  States  for 
these  purposes,  becanse  of  the  position  which 
Ouba  occupies  on  this  continent ;  I  say,  let  nt 
annex  Cuba  to  this  country  in  feet  While  yon 
ai^e  from  the  convenience  of  the  thing,  total* 
ly  forgetting  all  the  great  landmarks  of  tha 
constitution,  I  am  clear  that,  instead  of  entting 
this  canal,  we  should  take  Onba;  and  thero 
never  was  a  better  time  for  it — let  that  com- 
mittee, or  some  other,  bring  In  a  bill  fbr  reaDy 
making  Ouba  take  a  position  on  this  continent ; 
To  be  snre,  there  are  conseqaences  that  might 
ensue ;  but  what  are  the  statesmen,  the  poor 
purblind  and  timid  statesmen,  who  look  to  con- 
seqaences! No,  sir,  your  gallant  statesmaiL 
when  once  he  is  mounted  on  his  Bosinante,  and 
f^Iv  in  the  lists,  looks  to  no  conseqaenoea  bat 
to  Mi  own  oonseqnenoe. 
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Mr.  Whitk,  of  T«au>eaaM,  said  he  derigned 
to  have  voted  for  the  bill  in  ite  original  aiape, 
helieTiiig,  for  one,  that  they  had  the  power  to 
make  an  appropriation  for  the  ottject  Bpedfied 
fn  it,  though  he  was  not  bo  sanguine  as  some 
oQier  gentlemen  as  to  the  practicability  of  this 
oaaaL  Should  the  present  amendment  prevail, 
however,  the  bill  would  aasume  a  new  Hb^>o. 
It  provided  not  only  for  an  examination  for  a 
route  for  the  canal  in  Florida,  but  also  for  a  prettj 
extensive  ront«  for  a  canal  throogh  Btalee.  Mr. 
W.  said  that  it  might  be  that  Uie  Oongreas  of 
the  United  States,  onder  the  constitution,  is 
vested  with  the  power  to  make  such  roads  and 
ouials;  and  when  he  was  satisfied  that  soch 
vat  the  fact,  and  a  fit  caae  presented  itself,  he 
■honld  agree  to  exercise  it.  While,  however, 
he  doubtod  tliia  power,  he  oonld  not  OMisent  to 
exercise  it,  and,  therefore,  la  the  shape  which 
ttie  bill  would  assume  if  the  amendment  were 
agreed  to,  be  could  not  be  amongst  thoae  who 
woold  vote  in  favor  of  its  final  passage.  He 
■honld,  on  this  aoconnt,  be  sorry  if  this  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  as  be  wished  to  vote  for 
the  bill  as  first  introduced. 

ICr.  JoBirsioir,  of  Loniaieua,  rose  to  make  a 
few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  gMitleman  from 
Viifinia.  He  was  very  unwilling  to  enter  into 
any  discussion  with  that  gentleman ;  he  would 

Sly  to  the  arguments  he  had  used,  without 
ing  any  notice  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  won^t  proper  to  treat  this  anl^eot.  Ur. 
J.  regretted  mnoh  that  that  gentleman  should 
have  thought  it  necessary,  in  the  diacnsBion  of 
a  bill  of  so  much  importance,  to  have  changed 
the  onstomary  Btjle  of  ai^^nment  in  this  House, 
and  to  make  snch  a  display  of  raillery  as  he 
had  tbongbt  proper  to  apply  in  relation  to  him 
(Mr.  J.)  They  stood  in  different  relations  in 
this  House,  and,  Ur.  J.  said,  the  age  and  stand- 
ing of  the  gentieman  from  Virginia  (brbade  bis 
taxing  the  ssme  liberties  with  that  gentieman 
that  he  had  taken  with  him. 

[Ur.  SAjmoLPH  explained.  He  meant  do 
personal  offence  to  the  gentieman  from  Lonisi- 
ana.  It  was  his  argument  only  which  he  had 
referred  to.] 

Itr.  JoHBBiox  proceeded.  He  bad  stated 
that  Oongress  poweesed  over  the  Territory  of 
Borida  ul  the  powers  of  rightful  legislation, 
and,  on  those  snojects,  her  power  wss  omnipo- 
tent. Oonld  he  be  supposed  to  be  so  ridicnloos 
as  to  say  that  Oongress  posaeesed  omnipotont 
power  to  legislate  over  Territories ! 

[Ur.  IUbi>ou>b  agun  roae.  If  the  gentie- 
man had  used  the  expreeuon  that  Oongress  pos- 
Kcned  all  the  powers  of  righiful  lefiitatioa,  be 
■honld  not  have  questioned  the  gentieman's  po- 
ntion.  He  was  willing  to  believe  that  he  ia- 
Undtd  to  say  it,  and  he  was  also  willing  so  to 
miderstand  him ;  but  he  oould  assnre  him,  on 
bla  word,  that  if  he  did  mean  to  express 
himself  so,  he  bad  done  what  he  (Ur.  B.)  had 
often  done — be  had  not  succeeded  in  so  ex- 
preamng  himself.  He  was  not  such  a  caviller 
M  to  take  him  or  any  other  gentieman  la  this 


Ifr.  Jomwios  reamned.  He  believed  he  had 
aiid  that  Ooi^tcm  poMcancd  aU  the  ri^tfol 
*".ljeota  of  kffialation,  and  that  it  had  eompleto 

iwer  over  aU  the  satileola  of  legialatioii.    He 

d  not  mean  to  say  that  Omgreea  m^t  extt- 
ciae  arbitrary  power  over  tiie  Territcriea,  that 
they  mi^t  exercise  the  power  of  life  and 
death,  or  tiie  judicial  or  executive  powers  over 
them.  Ko  one  could  suppose  him  to  be  ao  ig- 
norant as  to  say  so.  But,  in  relation  to  all  the 
usual  powers  of  Iwalation,  in  r«s>rd  to  all  the 
subjects  on  whltm  legislative  bodiee  nanally 
act,  he  said  they  possMsed  omnipotent  power. 
There  was  no  limitation  to  the  power.  The 
present  was  a  proper  anbject  for  legidatiim,  and 
It  vaa  a  power  which  could  not  oe  exeroiaed 
without  legislation.-  This  bong  a  rabject  ot 
legislation,  and  OcmgraM  having  aU  the  right- 
flu  Bol^eota  (tf  legiaWion  within  ita  juriadictioii, 
it  fcdlowed  the?  had  a  right  to  lepalate  on  this 
saUect  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
cavilled  on  the  phrase,  "  oocupiee  a  position.'' 
Kr.  J.  had  said  titat  the  island  of  Cuba  occu- 
pied a  portion  on  this  continent,  or  in  rdati<m 
to  this  continent,  that  England  occupied  in  re- 
lation to  Europe.  It  was  a  very  ocnnmoD  ex- 
preanon.  We  say  a  fleet  has  anchored  on  our 
coast ;  a  fleet  has  taken  a  podtion  on  our  coast. 
It  is  a  common  military  expression.  Great 
Britain  occupies  a  position,  in  relation  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  on  the  continent  t)( 
Europe,  though  not  connected  with  it.  All  the 
islands  in  the  Uediterraneaa  are  poutiona  on 
the  coast  of  the  Uediterranean,  exactly  aa  a 
fleet  anchored  in  our  waters  has  takwi  a  pca- 

>n  on  our  coast  and  on  our  watera. 

Mr.  HoLMxs  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  and 
against  tiie  amendment.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
Oongress  has  the  power  to  anrvey  this  ground 
for  tne  purpose  of  making  a  canu  in  the  Terri- 


T><ai  well  aatiafied  of  hia  meaning,  eves  befix« 
he  had  made  the  explanation.  Ctmgreea,  iti. 
H.  said,  possessed  the  same  power  of  leffidatiBg 
over  the  Territory  as  it  had  over  the  District^ 
Columbia ;  and  it  was  a  legislation  over  these 
Territories,  subject  to  the  stipulations  of  tiie 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  No  oat 
would  contend  that  they  could  regulate  the  re- 
li(pon  of  the  Territorieo,  nor  that  they  oonld 
quarter  troops  on  the  inhabitants  in  time  at 
peaoe,  because  it  was  prohibited  by  the  cwiati- 
tution.  They  might  Instate,  eut^t  to  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  Territories,  but  they 
could  not  take  the  property  of  these  individu- 
als, uti  oonrert  it  into  this  canal,  without  giv- 
ing them  an  equivalent.  Whether  the  attempt 
to  make  the  Florida  canal  aucceeded,  or  no^ 
Mr.  H.  aaid  he  was  willing  to  incur  almost  any 
expense,  if  there  was  a  prospect  ^  aucceea. 
He  would  do  almost  any  thing  to  avcnd  the 
navigation  round  the  oi^ea,  the  kvft,  and  n^ 
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ut  Horidx.  It  to  the  bane  ai  aailon ;  It  is  a 
Qolgtttha  w  gravef  ard.  He  Bhonld  not  think 
U  moeh  of  a  Ion  to  the  United  Statei  were  the 
iritole  Penmsnla  of  Florida  mtak  into  the  Gnlf 
of  Uezioo.  He  beliered  It  iroold  be  a  Mnnaing 
to  thie  eonntiy  tf  tfaajr  eoold  dig  it  down  with 
dtoreia  and  lUik  it  into  the  deepeet  idaoe  in  the 
gtdil  He  thonght  that,  withm  the  last  half 
eenttny,  it  had  been  the  graTe  of  morepwwna 
than  now  inhabit  Uie  whole  of  both  lloridas. 
He  eooaidered  tbe  preeent  snbject  aa  moat  im- 
portant in  every  point  of  viev,  whether  as  re- 
garded the  United  Stateo,  or  the  mariners ;  and 
Se  wonld  Tentnre  ahnoat  any  thing  to  avoid 
thia  daogwou  navigatii».  Hr.  H.  aud  the 
'WoBtam  and  Sonth-woBtani  Btatea  were  tuaal- 
ly  TUT  modeat  in  th^  olwna ;  bnt  they 
seemed  to  have  adopted  the  maxun,  never  to 
loae  any  thing  for  want  of  asking,  and  peritua 
it  waa  a  very  good  one ;  but  he  tbon^t  the 
better  maxim  was  the  one  they  were  aoona- 
tomed  to  teach  thdr  otuldren — (tlioagh  he  did 
BOt  look  on  tAmt  in  that  £«ht),  if  they  wanted 
to  set  moeh,  to  aak  for  a  Ottle  at  a  time.  On 
0Mlr  taUea  there  was  an  ^ipropriation  bill, 
whieh  qipropriatee  a  small  som  for  the  porpoae 
of  nrv^n.  If  thia  doctrine  was  to  be  estab- 
lished, first,  that  they  had  a  right  to  survey 
TDiitee  fbr  roads  and  oanals,  and  sAerwarda  that 
tb^  had  a  right  to  make  them — a  doctrine 
whtoh  he  had  always  oMnbated— yet,  if  he 
waa  to  Im  beaten  in  that,  lie  agreed  with  the 


bnafcing  open  the  eheet  or  giving  ap  the  keys 
— give  him  his  ihar«.  A  little  money  b  to  be 
allied  fbr  this  prnpoae  of  snTveja,  and  surveys 
lukve  been  made  b  almost  every  State  and  Terri- 
t«M7,exoeptinlIaine,the  UtttMaTAwIs,  aplaoe 
which  had  been  qoite  disregarded.  Ur.  H.  oon- 
cinded  by  saying,  if  the  amendment  prevuled, 
he  sboold  be  oonstraiued  to  vole  against  the  bill 
Mr.  FiNDi.aT,  of  Pennsylvania,  add,  this  bill 
eontemidated  noUiing  more  than  to  make  a  anr- 
T^  to  aaoertain  the  oKpatitj  of  the  country  for 
Imiwvremenfr— •  thing  wbi^  th^  bad  been  in 
tiM  praotioe  of  doing  for  aeveral  yeara.  Hr. 
F.  was  agsinst  the  loopodtion,  that  the  United 
Btatea  bad  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals 
Uuongh  Uie  soverdgn  States  withont  th^ 
emsenC;  but  he  did  not  think  they  were  war- 
ranted in  drawing  the  infhrenoe  that  they  pos- 
M«ed  this  power  fh>m  the  droomstanee  of  em- 
ploying tiM  United  States  engineers,  to  aacer- 
taiii  the  o^aeily  of  the  ooimtry  for  improve- 
ment. Ha  thought  this  canal  was  important  to 
■11  the  Statee  bordering  on  the  Kissisrippi,  and 
tbe  tributary  stoesms.  At  present,  there  is 
mdy  one  market  Ibr  the  sale  of  th^  prodnoe ; 
but,  if  this  canal  waa  found  to  be  prsetioable, 
tbey  wonld  have  a  idioiee  ot  mariteta;  ana 
time  wonld  be  another  advantage  to  be  derived 


flram  it— in  ease  an  q>idemio  caged  in  me  place, 
they  might  prooeed  to  another.  He  was,  there- 
toM,  in  avor  of  the  "'"^"""^ 


Hr.  Eaxsiboh,  of  Ohio,  offered  a  fbw  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ment, both  of  whioh  he  conudered  of  great  im- 
portsnoe.  The  geatlemsn  from  Maine  thought 
the  new  Statee  were  not  remarkable  for  their 
modesty,  and  that,  on  all  oooauoDs,  where  they 
oould  get  any  thing  by  asking,  they  never  fiuleo 
to  demand  it, 

Ur.  H.  Bsid  he  had  never  known  that  the 

nrtion  of  country  whioh  the  gentleman  came 
m,  was  remarkable  for  its  modesty ;  and,  if 
it  was,  the  gentleman  himself  was  in  a  fslr  wtj 
to  get  rid  01  it :  for  he  had  told  them  he  was 
about  to  ask  for  something  fbr  his  Ultima 
Thult.  Ur.  H.  said  he  should  not  have  noticed 
the  remark  Uiat  fell  from  the  gentleman  from 
Virpinia,  (Mr.  lUiii>ou>n,)  on  his  own  account : 
for  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  him,  what 
that  gendeman  thon^t  of  the  penona  who  had 
the  good  or  bad  fortune  to  exercise  the  ^»- 
pointments  of  Governors  of  Territories ;  bnt  it 
was  necessary  to  defend  his  consUtnents.  He 
represented  a  State,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
understood  all  the  dntiee,  and  were  alive  to  all 
the  feelings  of  freemen,  as  well  as  that  Stato 
whidi  the  gentleman  himself  represented,  and 
for  whioh  he  (Ur.  E.)  had  the  greatest  req>eot, 
Ur,  H.  swd  he  had,  for  twelve  yean,  exercised 
the  power  of  Satrtq),  and,  he  trusted,  during 
that  period,  he  had  never  forgotten  that  he  waa 
an  American  citizen ;  and  that  they  were  citi- 
lens  for  whose  benefit  the  power  was  conferred 
upon  him.  There  was  evidence  now  in  this 
city  to  show,  that  one,  at  least,  of  the  very  re- 
spectable Statea  that  composed  the  Territory 
that  he  had  the  honor  to  govern,  had  very  dif- 
ferent feelings  on  this  sabj^*'''  from  those  which 
were  entertained  by  the  gentleman  who  had 
alluded  to  the  enbiecL 

Ur.  Hathi,  of  Bonth  Oarorma,  thon^t  a 
few  momenta'  reflection  would  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  offered  the  amendment,  that 
it  invdved  a  principle  different  from  that 
wluoh  was  involved  m  the  bill.  When  ques- 
tions agreed  in  the  same  principle — i^  for  in- 
stoioe,  it  was  proposed  to  set  on  a  single  case, 
there  was  no  reason  why  yon  should  not  em- 
brace others  of  the  same  dass ;  bat,  when  it 
oonld  be  shown  tbat  an  object,  which  eveir 
one  agreed  was  a  proper  one,  would  be  Jeopard- 
ized by  being  connected  with  another  of  a 
different  character,  then  they  certainly  ought 
not  to  be  placed  toother.  In  tbe  preeent  case, 
the  original  proposition  was  to  mske  a  survey 
through  a  TemUny  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  pnrpose  of  ascertaining  whether  an  object 
was  practicable,  which  all  admitted  to  be  very 
desirable;  and  it  was  now  proposed,  as  an 
amendment  to  make  another  survey  tluwugh  a 
Sovereign  State,  without  a  provision  for  the 
consent  of  that  State,  when  gentlemen  well 
knew,  that  there  were  several  individuals  on 
tUs  floor  who  believed  that  tbe  power  of  the 
Genersl  Oovwnment  extended  to  the  one  esse 
and  not  to  the  other.  Without  enterlDg  into 
the  argument  on  tbe  subject^  Ur.  H.  sud,  It  i^ 
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peared  to  him  that  the  two  sotjecta  oo^t  not 
to  be  ooimaoMd  together,  becaiue  tbey  mvolve, 
Id  tlie  declared  opinion  of  jnuaj  geudemen,  a 
different  exercise  of  power.  The  genUemeii 
fh)m  Tenneeeee,  and  tnta  Mtun&  nad  both 
stated  this  to  be  their  opinion.  It  would,  be 
therefore  thonght,  be  beet  to  finish  one  subject 
first.  Let  na  SMwrtain,  bj  a  sorve;,  whether 
the  ship  channel  could  or  oonld  not  be  oat 
BcroBS  the  Florida  Peninsnla,  over  onr  own 
territory',  and  then  it  would  b«  time  enough  to 
]>roaeed  ^irther,  and  inquire  whether  this  addi- 
tional sorvey,  from  the  Chattahoochee  t«  the 
HiseiMippi,  wonld  be  neoewarT',  and  wm  lUrt7 
within  oor  oonstitntional  powers  He  wonld 
entreat  the  friends  of  this  measore  not  to  em- 
barraas  it  by  a  propoution  differing  somewhat 
in  principle,  and  also  in  ita  details. 


gfnla  (Mr.  BunwLPH)  had  mad&  In  speaking 
of  the  State  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  the  honor  to 
represent,  thongh  not  in  any  terms  of  which 
he  complained.  He  had  at^ed,  whether  Bonth 
Oarolina  had  received  aoj  portions  of  the  favors 
of  the  Federal  GoTemment.  in  this  req)ect, 
and  whether  some  of  her  roads  did  not  need  it  t 
It  M>  happened,  Ifr.  H.  said,  that  he  never  had, 
like  the  gentleman  Itchd  Vuvinia,  traTclled  the 
road  to  which  he  allnded ;  be,  therefbre,  ooold 
Dot  sBf  what  waa  Its  present  condition ;  bat  he 
would  infbrm  the  gentleman  that  the  State  of 
SoDth  Oarolina,  within  a  few  ;ean,  had  ex- 
pended nearly  two  milUoua  of  doltara  m  ontting 
Its  own  oonBlB,  and  making  Ita  own  roads ;  and 
If  that  gentleman  ahotdd  ever  honor  that  State 
with  another  vidt,  and  accept  of  the  hospitalitj 
of  its  oildaenfl,  he  wonid  mid  the  ways  open, 
and  in  good  order,  and  he  wonld,  he  hoped, 
have  a  plessant  joamey.  Aa  regarded  the 
bvors  <^  the  Oeoeral  Oovemment,  Mr.  E. 
s^  it  was  tme  thej  had  reoeiTed  none, 
niangh  their  harbors  had  been  surveyed  with 
a  view  to  forti^  theoL  the  works  had  not  yet 
been  begtm.  Tliej  had  never  asked  for  Curora, 
and  were  not  mach  in  the  habit  of  oompWn- 
ing;  bnt,  when  th^  did  ask,  he  hoped  they 
wonld  not  be  refttseo. 

Mr.  KANDOLPa  said,  the  gentlemaD  Erom 
Sonth  Oarolina  had  misapprehended  him;  andit 
was  Mob&ble  it  arose  from  the  clomMnesa  of  hia 
(Mr.  B.'b)  own  einreaaion — a  fanlt  to  which  he 
was  afraid,  from  the  oonsequenoen  that  bad  fol- 
lowed hia  addressing  this  body,  he  was  too  much 
addicted.  He  did  but  mean  to  state  that  there 
was  a  distinction  between  theee  qnesliona,  taken 
apon  poUtical  metaphyaioa — between  the  power 
of  OoDsteet  withui  a  State,  and  over  a  Terri> 
tory,  taken  npon  political  iiietaphyrio»— bnt  be 
was  almost  rick  of  p<ditical  metaphysics.  He 
did  not  believe  that  Oongrees  hsd  all  the  powera 
within  a  State,  that  they  had  within  a  Terri- 
tory ;  bat  be  did  not  see  the  difference  between 
Congress  patting  their  hand  iolo  his  pocket,  for 
the  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  whioh  was  a  Territory  yesterday; 


(w  In  the  Territory  of  Florida,  which  wiQ  b«  a 
State  to-morrow.  Borne  ol  the  eariiert  lewonc 
he  reoeived  in  politics,  Mr.  R.  said,  wars  luuler 
that  great  teacher,  old  Roger  German;  aad 
another  great  teacher,  the  most  sagacioDa  man, 
perbapa,  that  Virginia  ever  bred,  old  George 
Mason.  They  always  went  for  the  eabetanee 
of  the  thing,  and  not  for  the  shadow.  Sber- 
man's  rale  was,  give  me  the  vote,  and  take  tbe 
argnment  He  was  for  the  practice;  aa  tbe 
gentleman  from  U^ne  ■aid,lie  waa  for  the 
mon^— keeping  it  within  tbe  Treaaaiy  of  the 
United  Btate^  or  in  the  pockets  of  ita  oco- 
stitoenti^  whwe  it  was  mwe  aale  to  lodge  it 
than  in  any  Ooremment  nnder  the  ami,  and 
from  wMohit  waBMr.B.'s  belied;  it  ooght  to  be, 
by  no  Oovemment  that  oonsDlts  the  intereat 


this  neoenity,  in  regard  to  tbis  BoylU  and 
Oharybdia,  it  has  been  abont  as  mnoh  e 


ated,  ai 


examer- 

the  old  story  that  we  have  read  of 
jooth,  in  the  blind  old  man  of  Sdo'a 
Rocky  lale.  Qo  to  tbe  insorance  offioea,  and 
ask  what  is  the  insuraooe  against  the  sea  risk, 

iiiratea  and  all  t  Was  it  ten  per  cent  I  It  was 
oug,  Mr.  R.  said,  ainoe  he  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  TreasDry;  it  waa  long  rince  he  had  de- 
voted his  mind  to  statistiea— to  snob  ndnntin ;  bo* 
he  was  oonvinoed  that  insoraooe  <rf  tbe  United 
States,  to  no  part  of  the  woritl,  even  doubling 
Cfq»e  Horn,  amounted  to  ten  per  cent.  A 
gentlemen  near  me,  of  commerdal  experiennb 
says  it  is  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  per  c«tt. 

Mr.  R,  Bud  be  did  expect  that,  when  the 
gentleman  from  Boath  Carolina  gave  Mm  ao 
warm  aa  invitation  to  hia  native  Stata,  be 
wonld  have  reminded  him  that  the  drat  st^ 
in  this^  as  in  some  other  cases,  oonstitated  tte 
chief  diffionlty — he  meant  frcan  this  nlaoe  to 
Frederioksbn^,  the  mat  8erb<mian  bog  b^ 
tweenOocoqnanandUhapswamino.  Hewootd 
only  aay  to  Uie  gentleman  fhim  Sooth  Carolina, 
that  snch  was  the  bo^tality  of  his  reoepti<», 
wben  in  that  State,  that  he  did  not  reqnire  an 
invitation  to  rq>eat  it.  Tbe  hospitality  of  Sonth 
Oarolina  waa  proverbial 

Mr.  B.  was  very  sorry,  that,  in  the  nae  of 
ridi<!Dle  as  an  argnment  on  tbis  floor,  he  bad 
&l]en  under  tbe  censure  of  any  member,  bnt  he 
should  be  permitted  to  take  shelter  under  « 
high  antiiority— one  of  the  atroae  positions  Mt 
tbe  continent  of  LiteratarcL  Aa  Uiis  very  hidk 
sothority  had  asserted  that  ridicule  was  tM 
beat  weapon  by  which  to  cut  up  great  tiungs, 
a/ortien,  it  must  iqtply  to  little  ones. 

He  oonld  not  agree,  witli  the  gentileman  from 
Uidne,  that  Congress  poaseatea  the  same  poww 
over  their  other  Territoriea  that  they  pcassM 
over  the  District  of  Colombia;  and  why  sot 
Beoanse  it  was  not  neoeeaary  fiw  him  to  tdl  the 
^ntlemao  from  Maine  that  nvUtm  metJa  »t 
idem.  The  Territory  of  Fl(»ida  or  Arkansas  ia 
a  Territ(N7,  and  tbe  Territory  or  District  cf 
Colambia  is  a  Territory ;  and  ao  &r  they  are 
alike'— aa  like  aa  Mooedon  and  MwiiBoirth  i 
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than  IB  a  rly«t  in  Haoadon,  tnd  there  is  s 
tirer  UomnoDtb — so  M71  FlaeUen ;  and  there 
are  aalmons  In  both :  this  was  to  proTO  the 
panllel  between  Alexander  the  Great  and 
Harrjr  the  Fifth ;  hat  in  no  other  reroeota, ' 
that  they  are  oalled  Territtniea,  is  there  an^ 
rimilitnde,  miich  lew  identity.  Indeed  there  m 
not  even  a  dmilariln'— not  even  In  name. 
What  are  the  words  of  the  oooatltationt  Mr. 
B.  said  he  waa  verj  tony  tiiat  thia  book  [hold- 
ing im  the  oonstitDnonl  waa  so  seldom  resorted 
to.  It  waa  like  ttie  Bible,  in  which  ire  kept  re- 
eaipta,  deeds,  fto.;  andneTOr  looked  into  It  ex- 
cept when  we  happen  to  want  them ;  and  even 
then  we  are  so  little  in  the  habit  of  osiog  it,  that 
we  forget  where  the^  are  mislaid.  The  words 
of  the  ooDstitolion  ere  these :  "  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  enndse  eiolndTe  iM^dalioa  in 
"  1  whatsoerer,  over  each  dutriot  (not 


Oonjmas,  become  the  seat  of  Goremment  tk 
tba  United  States,  and  to  exerdse  like  anthority 
over  all  plaoes  pnrohased,  t^-  the  ooosent  of 
the  Legiautore  of  the  State  in  whl<di  the  same 
ibali  be,  for  the  erection  of  fbrts,  maffadnee, 
■rseosk,  dook-Tards,  and  other  neadfal  build- 
Inga."  Here,  wid  Mr.  B.,  was  their  authoritf 
over  the  District  of  Oolumbia ;  whleh,  adopt- 
ing the  nomauolatQre  of  the  oonstitiition,  was 
not  even  a  Territory— and  now  for  the  authority 
over  the  Territories.  "  The  Conffress  shall  have 
power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  aU  needfol  rales 
and  regulations  reepeotiog,  the  Territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States." 
If  Oonness  possesses  the  same  power  over  the 
Other  Territories,  IQohigan  for  Instanoe,  that 
ft  possesses  over  the  IHstriot  of  ten  mDes  square, 
then  Kiohigan  ooold  never  become  a  State — 
and  he  shoold  not  be  very  swry  to  hear  it. 
Oonld  this  t«n  miles  sqnare  ever  become  a 
Stalel  No,  it  could  not.  If  it  were  to  beoome 
aa  popolons  as  London,  and  the  district  ten 
miws  ronnd  London,  it  never  oonld  beoome  a 
State;  it  never  oonld  have  a  Representative  In 
ttie  otiier  brsnoh  of  the  Legisktare,  or  two 
Benalora  on  this  floor.  It  oonld  only  have  a 
Delegate,  to  speak,  bat  not  to  vote;  and  he 
waa  not  eoile  oert^  that  the  oonstitntion 
wonld  aatAoriEe  even  that  What  was  the 
ease  irith  Indiana,  Ohio,  Xtliools,  Ac  I  They 
wve  noder  a  certain  ordmanoe^  iraioh  will  live' 
forever  In  the  Btatnt«  book  and  in  history,  a 
monmnent  (he  was  soiry  to  s^  it)  of  the  folly, 
tbe  in&taadan  of  his  parent  State.  Tbey  aro, 
if  70a  pleases  ^  Tenitory  over  wbieh  Congren 
•ball  have  power  to  make  sU  needful  ntlea  and 
regnlations.  Does  that  totind  like  omnipotent 
■ova«%n  aathority  t  Bat  let  that  pass.  But 
they  are  in  an  inchoate  condition :  they  are- 
as Md  lillj  hath  it,  in  the  fatnre  in  nw— about 
to  become  a  State.  And  is  It  possible  t  I  cannot 
believe  that  the  authors  of  this  instrament,  who 
■wore  very  sagaoioD&men,  tlion^  their  sssaoi^ 
did  not,  beouse  it  ootdd  not — it  was  not  mthe 
Bstiue  of  thi&gfr— it  is  not  in  the  nature  of 


man — that  it  sbonld  extend  to  the  point  of 
se^ng  how  this  politioal  machine,  when  Uiey 
pnt  it  into  operation,  would  work.  I  cannot 
believe  that  they  intended,  by  "needfiil  rules 
and  regnlations  respeoting  the  Territory,"  any 
snoh  mcHistrons  grant  se  this — that  is  now 
claimed  for  "  The  Oongress."  We  have  had  to 
oobUe  sevwal  parts  of  it;  and  we  are  now 
tinkering  the  very  same  part  of  it  again.  Snoh 
is  politioBl  fiweeigfat,  I  hope  to  be  permitted 
to  speak  as  a  plain  and  nnletterod  man.  I 
never  shall  enter  into  a  dispnte  on  the  subject 
of  philology  OS  long  as  I  live.  I  speak  in  the 
plain  vemaoolar  tongne,  level  not  only  to  the 
oomprehendon  of  thie  angnst  assembly,  bat  to 
that  of  my  constitnents,  the  people,  the  State 
of  Vi^jinia.  Hen  commence  widt  the  control 
of  thills — they  pnt  events  in  motion — bnt  after 
a  veiT  little  while,  events  hnrry  them  away, 
and  they  are  borne  al(»ig  with  a  awift  fatality, 
that  no  hnman  segaoily  or  power  can  foresee  or 
ocmtroL  AU  Governments  have  worked  so^ 
snd  none  more  than  oars— no  man  ever  sup- 
posed that  the  Britiah  constitation,  taken  the- 
oretically, was  to  inx>daoe  the  present  result ; 
no  man  ever  supposed  that  the  difibrent  French 
oonstitntioaa,  with  their  oonncils  of  ancients 
and  tiidr  councils  of  yonngstera,  were  to  torn 


here  in  ^is  book — and  a  government  of 
practice  is  another  thing — it  is  snoh  a  govern- 
ment as  we  find  here — in  this  body  f  mean. 
The  authors  of  the  constitution  woold  never 
have  Dsed  ssparate  sets  of  words  to  convey  one 
and  the  same  thing.  If  they  had  been  scriv- 
eners fiom  the  Inns  of  Oonrt,  and  wanted  to 
draw  out  their  parchment  to  the  greatest  pro- 
fessionsl  length,  tlwogh  they  might  have  used 
the  set  of  words  ^iplied  to  the  District,  they 
would  have  used  the  same  set  of  words  ^>plied 
to  the  Territ«y— bnt  yon  see  there  are  two 
distinct,  and  in  some  r^aids,  diaorepant  grants 
of  power. 

I  liave  learned  a  lesson  to-day  (said  Ttr.  B.) 
whioh  I  hope  will  not  be  thrown  aw^  upon 
me ;  that  is,  hereBftei*,,when  I  want  to  record 
my  vote  on  a  qnertion  that  I  conceive  to  be  of 
coDseqnenoe  in  its  prindples,  however  regarded 
hy  other^  not  to  be  bebayed  into  a  diaoua^on, 
even  of  that  principle,  where  I  know  disoiusioa 
will  do  no  good,  or  into  detnils,  when  the  details 
are  qnite  foreku  to  the  matter  in  hand.  I 
accord  my  thanfs  to  the  Senate  for  the  patienoa 
with  which  they  have  heard  me,  and  I  pronuse 
them  not  very  soon  to  trouble  them  again. 

Mi.  EoutBS  offered,  in  reply  to  Mr/B.,  a  few 
reasons  for  the  difference  between  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  two  clauses,  and  then  said,  in 
r^Iy  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  ^r,  Habhi- 
son,)  he  did  not,  when  he  otiservea  tlut,  from 
the  modesty  of  his  Western  brethren,  thej 
never  lost  any  thing  for  want  of  asking — he  did 
not  intend  any  disrwpeot  to  their  very  respecta- 
ble Bepreeentative.  If  the  people  required 
him,  he  was  obliged  to  urge  their  olaimi.    He 
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did  Dot  wish  to  eater  into  &dt  diaonMion  with  the 
geDtletnan  w  to  which  of  um  twopoBKcsed  the 
tuoit  modeetj.  If  they  were  to  agree  to  reooimoe 
their  modeatr,  the?  would  hftve  no  difflenlty  in 
doing  it,  and  uidr  intimate  friends  woold  prolw- 
blr  not  observe  the  loea. 

Ur.  Uaoon,  of  N.  0.,  said,  tho  opinion  had 
been  exprcesed  th«t,  while  the  Territoriea  re- 
in^ SDoh,  it  was  competent  fi>r  the  Oorem- 
tnent  to  make  improvements  in  them;  bnt, 
■nppoee  improTemeats  begun,  and  before  tliey 
are  finished,  the  Territory  becomes  a  Btate — 
what  is  to  be  the  oonseqDenae  t  The  moment 
a  Territory  becomes  a  State,  the  General  Oov- 
omment  most  oetue  to  aot,  and  if  it  cannot  sc 
OD,  all  the  money  and  labor  expended  may  be 
tiirown  away.  In  tlie  woA  now  proposed,  Mr. 
M.  said,  they  onght  to  have  prooeeded  as  in  all 
other  ^milar  objects — they  onght  to  have  esti- 
mates of  the  ooet  befbre  they  b^iin  the  work, 
Aa  for  himself,  he  did  not  now,  and  never  did, 
like  these  Territorial  governments;  and,  by 
this  coarse  of  making  improvements  in  them, 
it  only  retards  their  becoming  States:  fbr, 
when  they  acquire  the  reqaisite  popnlation, 
they  will  still  pnt  it  ofi^  nntil  aU  the  unprove- 
ments  they  deeire  are  made.  One  wante  a  oanal, 
another  a  road,  and  when  they  get  ell  they 
want,  they  ooiae  into  the  Union  flonrishing 
States,  with  nothing  more  to  ask. 

Mr.  U,  thought  gentlemen  in  an  error  when 
tliey  apoke  of  ten  per  cent,  being  chBi]ged  for 
inmranoe  to  Caba ;  he  was  nnder  the  imprw- 
sion  it  waa  never  so  higli  e«  that,  and  now,  he 
underBtood  it  was  from  one  to  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  and  this  inclodes  the  dangers  of  tite 
coast,  particularly  the  two  Oapee  of  North 
Oarolina,  kc  Mr.  M.  did  not  agree  with  Ur. 
Eoutn,  about  sinking  tliis  Territory  in  the 
Gnlf  of  Uexioo ;  he  had  rather  have  the  land 
than  BO  mnch  more  water.  This  Territory  of 
Florida  was,  by  the  way,  a  strange  oonotiy ; 
eomeCimea  it  is  very  good— no  oonntry  like  it- 
then,  again,  it  is  so  worthless  it  is  not  worth 
having,  and  to  be  stink  in  the  sea, 

ilc.  H,  aaid  he  did  not  like  to  go  on  in  this 
way — the  Government  was  oonstanti^  gaining 
power  by  little  bits.  A  wagnn  road  waa  made 
nnder  a  treaty  with  an  Indian  tribe,  twenty 
odd  years  ago;  and  now  it  beoomea  a  great 
national  object,  to  be  kept  op  by  large  appro- 
priadons.  We  thns  go  on  by  degrees,  step  by 
■tea  nntil  we  get  almost  nnlimited  power. 
Little  things  were  often  of  greal  importance  in 
their  oonseqaenoea.  The  Revolation  in  this 
country  waa  prodnoed  by  a  trifiing  tax  on  tea. 
There  were  five  or  six  different  ways  foand  oat 
of  getting  power — by  constmotion,  by  treaty, 
by  implication,  he.  He  waa  not  willing  to  t^e 
«iy  of  them.  He  was  willlog  to  execute  the 
ooastitntion  jnst  aa  it  waa  understood  by  those 
who  made  it,  and  no  other. 

Ur.  M.  oondaded'  by  saying,  Qien  were 
oonatant  applioalions  before  Congress  for  these 
objects;  yet  nothing  was  more  clear  to  him 
than  that,  if  they  ooold  be  exeoated  with  profit, 


t^ey  would  be  done  by  private  enteipriae,  and 
that  it  was  only  when  the  case  was  diflerent 
that  Oongreas  was  appealed  to^ 
Ur.  Bbahoh,  of  S.  0.,  did  not  wish  to  detun 


He  eoDiidtfed  the  TerritOTy  of  florida  as  the 
property  (^  the  United  States;  it  waa  an  infant 
State,  and  be  oonridered  it  as  the  boandeu  dn^ 


a  state  of  maturity  as  q 
aa  posnUe,  They  most  nurse  the  Territories'; 
ther  were  oraatruned  to  do  this  as  regarded 
thdr  natnral  ofEipring,  and  they  were  nnder 
the  same  neeeari^  aa  renrded  ue  Territories, 
which  would  hereafter  become  States.  The 
nn^propriated  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Florida 
belong  to  the  United  States,  and  whatever  was 
bestowed  for  the  work  in  oontemplotatm 
would  be  amply  repud,  at  a  period  not  very 
remote,  by  the  enhanced  value  of  the  landa 
which  woold  there  be  brought  into  market. 
Mr.  B,  perfBotly  otrindded  V  ■"'  "  ""  ~ 
from  Tenneaaee,  Qlr.  Wh 
the  ooostatntional  ri^t  of  t) 
cut  roads  and  canals  through  the  State*,  ha 
had  hitherto  abstained  from  exenusing  it :  bnt 
as  regarded  the  Territory,  the  olgectjon  did  not 
seem  to  exist  Mr.  B.  aaid  he  should,  on  all 
grand  qoaetionB,  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  vote 
for  every  measure  that  had  a  tendency  to  ad- 
vance tlie  general  weal,  and  should  feel  himself 
bonnd  to  support  the  interest  of  the  State  he 
represented,  so  &r  as  he  eonld  do  it  conustently 
with  a  conscieatioos  discbai^  of  his  dude& 
This  was  the  conrse  he  should  puTBoe^  and 
he  knew  the  people  at  home  too  well  to  bdieve 
that  they  would  not  sustain  him  in  it 

Mr.  HxiTDBioxa  offered  some  fbrther  re- 
marks in  snpDort  of  the  amukdment.  It  aolj 
proposed  to  do  that  which  waa  dtnog  every 
day,  and  which  the  En^eers  were  even  now 
employed  in  doing,  between  this  place  and  New 
Orletma.  It  had  been  suggested  to  him,  rinoe 
this  dieounion  had  commenced,  to  withdraw 
the  amendment,  and  that  the  Secretary  aC 
War  would  have  power  to  order  this  sorvej. 
This,  Mr.  E.  contended,  was  a  iMmige  oircnm- 
stanoe ;  that  the  Secretary  of  Var  sbonld  have 
the  power  to  do  that  which  this  House  donbted 
Its  conadtntional  power  to  anthoriie.  Amonset 
tho  several  maps  and  charts  with  which  ibft 
committee  had  been  Airoished,  there  was  one 
whi^  teikded  to  show  that,  of  the  aorvej 
alluded  to,  the  greater  part  bad  already  boeat 
made,  nnd«  the  authority  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, probably  for  ascertaining  suitable  sites 
for  fortifications.  He  thought  that  they  bad 
so  far  progreased,  and  had  so  often  adopted  this 
principle,  that  he  oonld  not  have  expected  that 
any  objection  would  have  been  made  on  const»< 
tutional  grounds,  to  the  seoljon  before  them ;  bat 
these  oljjeotioos  having  been  made,  if  they  wera 
to  meet  them  on  every  proposition  that  waa 
made,  they  might  as  wdl  meet  them  on  this 
,^^,.^^  ..  ™  gnj  other.    He  should,  therefore. 
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b»  dUndined  to  MMde  to  tbe  wiali  of  those 
wlio  wialwd  th«  unwdmcat  to  be  irithdnwn, 
QTOQ  if  ho  bad  tbo  power. 

Ur.  Uaoob  Hid  Ibat,  whether  ho  voted  liber- 
aUj  or  not  liber*]];,  be  would  willinj^  leave  it 
to  bis  oooatitQUita  to  decide  oa  hie  Totee.  The 
foot  was,  io  regard  to  (he  anticipated  augmen- 
tation of  the  valae  of  landa,  in  oonaeqaenoe  of 
making  the  oana]  in  Uie  TMT{h>r:rt  that  the  lu^- 
eet  lands  ever  sold  hj  the  OoTemment  were 
•old  where  there  was  no  improrement,  not  evea 
» load— lie  meant  («o  he  was  ondentood)  Uad- 
isoD  oonn^,  in  Alabama.  AatoToUnetbepnb- 
Ko  moner  uberallT,  Ifr.  M.  said  be  wished  to  see 
ereiT  thing  saTeii  that  could  be  saved,  to  meet 
thoae  sixteen  millianH  of  the  pnblio  debt  whiob 
&U  due  this  year.  The  Seoretar;  of  the  Treis- 
nrj  had  said  we  most  borrow  to  meet  it  JCr. 
U.  Utongbt  it  beet  to  hosbaad  onr  reaooroes,  and 
JM7  oS  as  mooh  ««  we  oonld,  and  satisfy  everv- 
body  that  there  ia  a  proepeot  of  paying  the  debt 
oS,  He  repeated,  be  did  not  tbink  it  was  neoee- 
MTT  to  expend  money  in  tbe  Territory  in  this 
way,  to  advance  the  valne  of  the  lands.  He  had 
no  doabt  the  land  wonldsellas  fast  utbe  Indian 
title  was  eitingniabed.  It  was  the  coantry  where 
•agar  and  otbei  valuable  artiolea  would  be  pro- 
dooed,  and  the  bounty  on  soger  would  make  the 
lands  sell  fast  eDOasb. 

Mr.  BsAXQH  said  lie  bad  ever  yielded  to  the 
fbroe  of  the  argnmeDta  of  his  worthy  oolleagne, 
and  to  bis  long-tried  experience,  and  he  shonld 
examine  well  tne  gronna  on  whiob  lie  stood,  be- 
fore he  ventured  to  differ  from  him.  He  took 
it  ft  little  onkind  in  his  ooUeagoe  to  pat  the  con- 
atmction  he  bad  done  on  the  remarks  he  bad 
inade  to  the  Senate.  He  ahoold  hare  considered 
the  different  groands  on  whiob  they  stood ;  a 
patriotJo  devotion  of  thirty  years  to  his  country 
Lad  placed  bim  Qir.  M.)  firmly  in  the  oonfidenoe 
of  his  frieods  at  home.  Ur.  B.  s^  no  man  ever 
paid  more  ree^eot  to  his  talents  and  real  worth 
than  he  did,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  oontrast  any 
ooane  he  sbonld  deem  it  Lis  duty  to  pnnne, 
with  the  course  of  his  bonorable  oolleagne.  He 
i^precisted  bia  motives ;  he  venerated  the  man ; 
but  Ms  cousoienoe  told  bim  he  must  parsne  a 
oonrse,  (m  this  occasion,  which  difibred  fhnn 
ibAt  of  his  honorable  collesgue.  His  friend,  in 
the  oonrse  of  the  remarks  be  bad  m^de  to  the 
Senate,  had  alluded  to  the  vote  given  yesterday 
in  relation  to  aathori^ng  the  opening  a  road 
from  Tenneseee  to  Mississippi ;  and  he  did  vote 
for  that  appropriation  :  for,  not  only  had  Oon- 
grees  the  right  to  make  this  appropriation  for  a 
road  throagh  the  Indian  country,  acquired  by 
treaty,  before  it  came  into  the  Union,  bnt  it  was 
on  obligation  on  the  Goneral  Govemmeat  to 
complete  the  woA  it  bad  commenced,  and  he 
bad  therefore  voted  for  it 

Kr.  Maook  protested  that  he  meant  no  Im- 
proper reference  to  hia  colleagne,  In  the  few  re- 
marks he  had  made.  He  never  entertained  a 
thonght  that  any  one  was  to  l>e  inflnenced  by 
ttie  opiaions  of  another.  He  was  very  sorry  that 
hla  colleague  bad  nusonderstood  him. 


Hr.  RowuT,  of  Emtncky,  sud,  that,  so  far  as 
related  to  the  disbursement  of  money,  be  was  one 
of  the  liberala.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who 
thought  it  a  bleasing  to  have  an  overflowing 
TresMirj.  Whenever  there  waa  more  money  in 
the  Treasury  than  suffloed  to  meet  the  onrrent 
expenses  of  the  Government,  it  belonged  to  the 
people^  aad  it  ought  to  be  distribnted  amongst 
them  to  swell  the  tjde  of  industry.  The  survey 
propoeed  by  the  bill,  as  related  to  the  Territory, 
ne  oonoeived  to  be  a  very  important  measure; 
and  he  had  no  donbt  as  to  the  powers  of  Hie 
United  States  to  expend  the  money  within  the 
Territorv ;  but,  so  mr  as  be  was  at  present  in- 
formed, be  was  of  opinion,  with  those  who  oon- 
tend  that  the  Oovemment  has  not  the  power, 
without  the  consent  of  the  States  to  expend 
their  money  on  the  seal  (tf  the  State.  The  teni- 
tOTy  of  the  State  beltmgs  to  the  State  as  a  sover^ 
eign  State;  and  was  a  sovereign  State  to  talk 
about  being  the  ol^eet  <A  a  fhvort  Was  a  bov< 
ereign  State  to  demand  a  favor,  and  receive  it 
in  the  shapeirfa&vorl  Was  it  oon^tent  with 
the  sovereign  ohsraoter  so  to  do  ?  The  very 
term  implied  component  power,  wealth,  aud 
every  thing  that  was  neceasary  for  the  existence 
of  a  StateL  the  wealth  of  a  State,  whether  of 
the  United  Statea  or  of  an  individoal  Bute,  In 
his  opinion,  did  not  depend  on  the  surplus  mil- 
lions In  the  Treasury^hat  exists  always  in  the 
mnsdes,  and  enterprise,  and  hardihood  of  its 
dtizene;  and  this  is  a  source  that  could  be 
drawn  on  for  every  reasonable  purpose,  and  at 
all  times  when  the  wisdom  of  the  State  chose 
to  make  the  draft.  He  conudered  an  appeal  to 
the  United  Statea,  by  a  State,  in  the  shape  of  e 
favor,  as  a  renunciation  of  its  sovereign  charao- 
ter.  He  was  one  of  those  who  believed  not 
only  that  things  Inflnenoe  terms,  but  that  terma 
influence  things ;  and  when  they  used  the  lai>- 
gnage  of  dependence,  they  wonld  prepare  the 
temper. of  the  people  for  the  reception  of  the 
thin^ ;  and  in  ttila  discussion,  and  all  such  dis- 
cussions, be  wished  terms  to  be  excluded  that 
were  inoompaiibte  with  the  Intrinsic  meaning 
of  the  substance  to  which  they  are  applied.  In 
inqoiring  into  the  power  of  the  Stste,  ne  did  not 
look  into  the  constitution  to  find  what  powers 
were  conferred;  he  looked  into  it  to  see  what 
powers  were  deol^ — what  the  people  have  de- 
nied lo  tbemselves.  Every  thing  is  snbject  to 
their  will,  and  the  constitution  is  but  the  delin- 
eation of  the  manner  in  which  this  will  is  to  be 
exercised.  En  what  we  caU  the  Government :  and 
what  is  not  fairly  denied  to  the  Stat<^  ezteta  by 
the  sodal  compact. 

In  the  General  Government,  they  were,  Ur.  S. 
said,  to  look  into  the  oooBtitatloa  for  sit  the 
powers  they  posseased — there  was  no  such  power 
given  in  the  oonstitotion ;  and  be  believed, 
with  deference  to  the  opinion  entertained, 
that,  to  convey  the  exercise  of  such  a  power, 
was  incompatible  with  what  was  the  acknowl- 
edged power  of  the  States.  There  was  no 
power  given  to  aipend  money  in  roads  and  ca- 
nals in  the  States ;  there  was  no  such  powef 
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q>eoiftosD7giTen  to  the  United  SUtMt  and  when 
onoe  it  was  settled  in  tfaia  Hoom  that  power 
Mold  be  deriTed  to  thii  QoTemment  by  oon- 
stmotion,  joa  bare  discovered  the  means  bj 
wbiob  the  whole  power  of  ft  State  might  be  frit- 
tered down  and  annihilated.  OouBtraotion  ia  a 
thing  of  inoonoetvable  dilation.  But  withoot 
going  into  political  metaphjaioa,  there 


antect  of  the  caae  which  ahonld  present  itaelf  od 
«U  aaoh  oneationa.  We  are  uit  to  aay,  thia  Got- 
emment  haa  power,  and  that  Qoytmmeat  haa 


power ;  and  the  gfoml  phnaealoa  eaamt  to 
Import,  that  this  QoTemmeot  has  a  double  sot- 
ereignty— the  aoverdgn^  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  sovereign^  of  the  State.  Mr.  B. 
tiiooght  there  was  bnt  one  soTereign  io  America, 
And  that  is  the  people ;  the  public  will  is  the  aor- 
ereiga power;  and  there  are  two  sovereign  ma- 
oluneB— one  for  external  pnrpoees,  and  one  fbr 
internal  purposes.  The  people  within  a  State 
are  sorereign,  and  that  State  is  limiled  by  the 
reeb^ntB  imposed  in  tiieir  own  oonadtntion,  and 
by  the  power  conceded  to  the  QwienJ  Oovem- 


oral  Qoremmeot,  thdr  will  la  the  power,  where 
these  reetriotioQB  aro  not  foond.  When  we 
hold  any  oommiinion  with  foreign  powers,  we 
pnt  on  this  armor — we  use  the  maohiaerj  of 
the  United  States  Government  fbr  this  purpose; 
and  with  that  maohine  is  oonneoted  the  difier' 
rat  State  agents.  The  governing  power  la  not 
inherent  in  the  L^islature  of  a  State  or  na- 
tion ;  bnt  they  are  machines  throogh  which  the 
real  governing  power,  tlie  will  of  the  people, 
operates.  They  are  their  agents.  As  to  the 
Territoij,  then,  they  most  eiuier  govern  them- 
seWaa,  or  the;  mnet  look  to  some  other  quarter 
fbr  govenunent,orthe;miiBt  have  none.  They 
do  not  govern  themselves,  and  the  consdtution 
has  provided  they  shall  be  governed  by  the  sov- 
ereign will  of  the  people,  as  displayed  in  the  na- 
tional machinery,  by  this  Genial  Government. 
As  regarded  thia  Improvement  in  the  Terri- 
tory, Mr.  B.  said,  it  must  always  be  a  question  of 
expediency ;  and  believing  it  to  be  so,  be  was 
prepared  to  vote,  and  not  only  prepared,  bnt  he 
was  eager  to  vote,  to  ftrther  the  objects  of  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  relates  to  the  Territory  of 
Florida.    Bnt  he  conld  not,  oonsistently  with  his 

E resent  hnpressioDE,  vote  for  that  part  which  re- 
ites  to  the  States  of  Mie^ssippi,  Ac.  If  the 
amendment  prevailed,  be  ^onld  vote  ag^net  the 
bill ;  and  he  thonght  it  would  have  been  most 
expedient,  in  many  points  of  view,  not  to  have 
bronghtforwardthis  question,  so  fiir  as  it  relates 
to  the  States  in  conneciioD  with  the  qnestion,  so 
liar  as  it  relates  to  the  Territory. 

Mr.  Kussj  of  Illioois,  said,  this  was  a  question 
be  never  had  ao  opportnnity  of  hearing  disonssed 
in  Congreas  before ;  and  he  should  not  now  rise 
to  say  one  word,  bnt  for  the  intimation  that 
there  was  no  doubt  but  this  qnestion  ooold  be 
carried  by  a  sufficieDt  number  of  votce,  oonneoted 
with  the  further  intimation,  that  most  of  the 
qwaking  on  this  snljeot  had  been  made  by  those 


who  expressed  doubts  on  the  eonatitntional 
question.  He  did  not  see  that  the  eonstitiitioiial 
qnestlou  rtUaed  here,  was  eesentially  oonneoted 
with  the  object  of  the  bill.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  worAread  or  omol,  which,  m  vi  term.M, 
imported  an  olgect  of  internal  improvement. 
Waa  a  oanaLpropoeed  to  )>»  eut  aeroes  the  iMh- 
mus  of  Florida,  an  object  of  internal  improve- 
ment t  Did  not  all  the  reasoning  that  baa  been 
employed  on  thia  anlject,  go  to  show,  that  its  ob- 
ject was  to  protect  oomrnerce  t  And  the  bill, 
aa  propoaed  to  bo  amended,  had  in  view  the  ftar- 
tber  object  of  the  Atrther  protection  of  oom- 
meroa,  ^  opening  a  commnnication  to  the  His- 
dasip^  Biver.  The  amendment  proposed  to  ap- 
propriate a  certain  sum  to  make  an  examination ; 
and  when  that  examination  shall  have  been 
made,  if  the  report  ahonld  go  to  show  that  the 
objeot  of  thia  canal  was  only  fbr  the  porpoee  d! 
internal  improvement,  then  would  be  the  time 
to  r^se  thia  objeotion.  But,  if  the  report  went 
to  show  that  ttie  (Luther  object  was  to  aeoomr 

e'jsh  the  protection  of  the  oonmuroe  of  tbe 
nited  St^ea,  then  this  question  oonld  not  nriae. 
If  it  went  to  show  that  it  woold  be  an  inomenM 
saving  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Nation,  and,  xtton- 
over,  afFord  protection  to  a  greater  d^;ree  than 
wonld  be  afibrded  to  the  mmimerce  of  the 
United  States  by  ontting  a  canal,  than  by  bnild- 
ing  a  fort,  he  wonld  ask  why  the  oonatitatitmal 

JDOstion  sbonld,  in  that  case,  neoessarily  arise  f 
le  merely  wished  to  give  his  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
committee.  He  viewed  the  object  of  the  biQ  ai 
no  more  uutMnstitntlonal  than  those  laws  which 
provide  for  the  sorvey  of  our  own  coasL  Sap- 
pose  the  engineers  had  reported,  tiiat  the  beet 
way  of  protecting  the  commerce  of  North  Car- 
olina, waa  by  cutting  a  canal  along  the  coast, 
wonld  gentlemen  say  this  canal  waa  not  to  be 
cut,  beoanse  canals  are  uaed  aa  the  meana  of  f^ 
cilitatiog  internal  oommeroe  only  I    Hetlmnf^ 

Mr.  Kmo,  of  Alabama,  did  not  intend  to  have 
said  a  word  in  the  disonssion  of  this  snbjact,  if 
he  were  not  plaoed  in  a  utuation  that  required 
him  to  eiphun  his  reasons  for  the  vote  he  enonld 
(^ve.  He  was  as  much  opposed  to  the  violatitm 
of  the  principles  of  the  oonstitntion,  as  any  man 
on  this  floor;  and, in  regard  to  those  oonstaio- 
tive  powers,  so  dangeroos  to  the  liberties  of  the 
oonntry,  and  to  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
sovereign  States,  he  shonld  be  the  last  man  to 
attempt  to  exercise  the  power  noder  snoh  oon- 
struction.  But  he  thought  the  constitution  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  now  under  dia- 
onssion.  Where  was  there  any  violation  of  State 
ri^ts  in  aathorizing  the  Government  to  nuke 
this  survey  t  Did  they  not  do  it  every  day,  un- 
der an  express  appropriation,  year  atW  year, 
without  any  of  those  leara  about  the  constitu- 
tion ?  If  the  Government  of  the  United  State* 
had  not  the  power  of  employing  the  Engineer 
Corps,  to  examine  the  State  of  the  coast,  with  a 
view  to  fortify  the  harbors,  rivers,  &&,  to  facili- 
tate the  oommeroe  of  theoountry,  what,  he  aakei^ 
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were  the  powers  of  Qie  6«neral  Govenunent! 
He  should  Tote  in  &vor  of  thig  at&endmeDt,  nn- 
deT  the  impreemoD  that  it  was  right  and  proper 
that  the  Govemment  should  be  informed  of  the 
adrantagM  which  would  result  from  making  this 
oommnnioation,  b;  the  ezaminatioiL  of  anfigfat- 
ened  men ;  and  when  the  ptt^odtion  waa 
bronght  forward  to  make  an  ^ipropriation  to 
cfMu  anj  oaoal,  within  the  llmiti  of  a  Btate,  the 
MMBt  of  that  State  not  Mng  obtained,  he 
should  vote  agtinst  it. 

The  bill  waa  then  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  to- 
ft third  reading,  without  a  dividon. 

KovDAT,  Febmarj  27. 

OaiUh  qfSmator  OaUku-d,  Pretidentpro 

tern.  ^  the  SaiaU. 

The  Benate  met  at  IS  o'olook,  and,  after  the 
Jonmal  had  Iteen  read— 

Hr.  HAnR,  of  Sooth  Oarolina,  roas,  and  arid: 
It  b«K»nea,  iii.  President,  my  melanobiriy  dntr 
to  annonnce  to  this  House,  that  my  reapected 
ooUeagae,  the  Fatbkb  or  thk  Bairi.TB,  ia  no 
more.  After  a  faithful  and  Qnint«rnipted  ser- , 
vice  in  this  body,  of  more  than  twenty-one 
jean,  he  has  fallen,  in  the  foliMeB  of  his  honora, 
»nd  in  the  midst  of  his  nsefolnees.  Tbongh  he 
had  lired  to  see  almost  every  friend  who  had 
entered  with  bim  into  ^blio  life  (and  all  with 
whom  he  serred  were  hia  friends)  saoceasively 


Tears  fbond  himself  the  oldttt  Mtmbtr  of  the 
Senate,  yet  he  had  not  maoh  passed  the  meridi- 
an (tf  life^  and  we  might  have  flattered  oorselTes 
with  &9  hope  that  a  long  coarse  of  honor  and 
neeftdDeie  was  eliU  before  him.  Mr.  Oaill&bs 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  on  the  81st  of  Jano- 
arj,  180S,  and  It  is  perh^M  the  bluest  bibnte 
we  conld  possiUf  pay  to  hia  memory  to  state, 
that  he  waa  foor  times  soooeo^Telj  re-elected  to 
hia  high  tmst,  and  retained  to  his  last  honr  the 
oonfidence  of  his  fellow-citizens.  In  1610, 
(when  he  had  been  bat  Ave  yean  a  Member,) 
Mr.  QujjJlSd  was  elected  PamDESr  pbo  tbc- 
POBK  of  the  Senate,  to  which  office  he  was 
n«n«  tiMet  moat  honorably  chosen,  having  for  a 

Seriod  of  /ourttxi  feart,  presided  over  the 
liberations  of  this  Assembly-  1  ani  senrable 
that  it  ia  not  admissible,  on  an  oooasion  like  the 
present  to  indulge  myself  in  a  studied  eidoginm 
on  the  virtnee  of  onr  departed  friend;  and  I 
deeply  regret  that  the  office  of  tonohing  briefly 
tax  nu  oharaoter,  had  not  tUlen  to  the  lot  (^ 
one  who  oonld  have  ^ken  tram  long  experi- 
ence, and  Id  the  elo<]aent  language  of  an  early 
and  well-tried  friendship.  My  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  my  lata  colleagne  was  comparatively 
of  recent  date.  Since  I  have  served  with  him, 
however,  in  this  Eonae,  the  matnal  exchange 
<tf  kind  offices  has  never  been,  for  a  moment, 
interrapted,  even  by  those  anhappy  differences 
of  opinion  which  plant  thorns  in  the  path  of  the 
politician,  and  often  estrange  the  dearest  friends. 
Jodging  of  his  past  oonrse  by  what  I  have  my- 


self witoesaed,  and  by  the  concnrring  testimony 
of  his  assooiatea,  I  will  not  be  aoensed  of  doing 
more  iJian  simple  Justice  to  the  memory  of  oar 
friend,  when  I  say,  that,  daring  a  term  of  ser- 
vice altogether  nnexampled  in  this  body,  he 
oonoiliated  universal  esteem  and  confidence. 
£n  Us  private  interoonne  with  the  Membw% 
his  mildness  and  nrbanity  won  all  hearts.  In 
faUUling  his  dnties  aa  a  Senator,  tlie  solidity  of 
bis  Judgment  and  his  dwnified  and  nnostenta- 
tions  deportment,  elietted  the  esteem  and  com- 
manded the  reapeot  of  hia  associates.  Bnt  tt 
was  in  the  perforraanoe  of  the  hi^  dnties  of  the 
rsmrSKBa  omosB  of  the  Senate,  (which  ha 
discharged  for  a  longer  period  than  has  &Uan  to 
the  lot  of  any  other  man,)  that  the  ooospionona 
traits  of  hia  character  were  most  Ailly  develop- 
ed. The  ease  and  flddity  with  which  he  fiil- 
fllled  theae  dntaea,— always  ardnons,  and  oft«n 
of  the  most  difficult  and  delicate  natnre — hia 
perfect  command  of  temper— exemplary  pa- 
denoe — strict  impartiality,  and  dear  disoern- 
ment— have  never  been  sarpaaaed,  and  seldom 
equalled.  Whatever  might  be  the  gUte  of  hi> 
health,  no  labor  waa  too  great  for  hia  induat^, 
no  privation  too  severe  for  bis  patience.  Bo 
thorou^  was  his  aoqn^ntance  with  Parliamen- 
tary forma,  and  eQ>edal]y  with  the  practice  of 
thia  Hoiu«^  and  raoh  was  tlie  oonfidence  repoa* 
ed  in  his  JnMace,  that  hia  opinion  on  all  question! 
of  order  was  oonridered  as  s  binding  authority. 
Thon^  Mr.  Quliaxd  was  not  in  tne  habit  of 
engaging  in  debate,  yet,  when  it  became  necea- 
aary  for  him  to  explain  the  groonda  of  hia 
decision,  or  to  abed  the  lights  of  his  experienoe 
on  qneations  before  the  Senate,  no  man  could 
express  himself  with  more  simplicity,  perspicu- 
ity, or  force.  I  know  not  how  better  to  sum 
up  the  merits  of  the  deceased,  than  in  the  word* 
of  my  venorable  friend,  (Mr.  Maook,  whose 
eulogy  Is  no  oommon  pndae,)  and  irho  lately 
declared  "  that  Hr.  OaiLnuo  waa  deigned  by 
nature  to  preside  ovfa-  such  an  aasembly  ai  ttw" 
— thus  aadgning  to  him,  as  his  appropriate 
nthere,  a  station  of  no  oommon  dignitv,  and 
duties  of  a  meet  exalted  nature.  Such  waa 
the  man  whose  loss  we  are  this  day  called  upon 
to  deplore.  On  this  occasion  it  becomes  oa  to 
monm ;  and  I  know  that,  in  paying  the  high- 
eat  honors  to  his  memory,  we  are  giving  ntler- 
ance  to  the  feelings  of  every  Member  of  the 
Senate,  by  whom  tde  recollection  of  the  virtnee 
of  onr  deceased  brother  will  be  long  and  fondly 
cherished. 

Mr.  DioKKBSon',  of  New  Jersey,  then  rose, 
and  si^ :  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina  has  spoken  of  the  character  and  ser- 
vices  of  his  late  distingnished  coUeague,  in  a 
manner  highly  creditable  to  the  feelings  of  hia 
heart.  The  &ota  he  has  stated  have  ah-eady 
become  a  portion  of  the  history  of  this  country. 
The  servioea  of  his  late  colleague  are  to  be 
fonnd  in  almost  every  page  of  onr  statute  books 
and  our  records,  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
There  are  otiier  &ots,  however,  connected  with 
hia  character,  for  whlab.  his  memory  will  be 
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more  oheriBhed  b;  hU  iotiiiiate  frieadi,  than 
even  for  bis  pablic  aertdoee.  Hii  orbuiit;,  bti 
uniform  roildoen  of  deporbneot  in  bia  inter- 
ooarse  witb  bU  uaooiaMa  in  thia  bod;,  and 
while  preaiding  over  our  ooonclJa,  we  luve  all 
wicneased ;  bnt  die  innate  goodnen  of  bis  heart 
coold  only  be  known  to  thoee  with  whom  he 
Uved  on  terms  of  intimacj.  It  iias  been  m; 
good  fortane,  aaid  Ur.  D^  to  be  aaeodated  witb 
him,  aa  an  inmate  in  the  aame  families,  for  the 


barehnesB  or  aereritj  towards  thoee  witli  whom 
be  HHsooiatad,  or  the  slighteet  departure  from 
those  nilea,  bj  wbioh  gentlemen  ought  to  be 

KTemed,  in  tb^  interoonrae  with  each  other; 
t,  on  the  oontrar;,  the  most  nndeviating 
obsemmoe  of  the  forms  and  ooatoms  of  polite- 
ness, which  ^Te  to  soual  iDterooorse  its  great- 
est obarm.  For  saott  a  character,  I  oonld  not 
bnt  be  inspired  with  seDtimenta  of  the  moat 
unfeigned  sttaobment  and  req>ect.  Hia  aooiety 
I  have  courted  when  be  was  in  bealtli — when 
in  BickneflB,  I  have  endeavored  to  soothe  bis 
moments  of  languor  and  dirtreaa ;  and  I  watch- 
ed, with  the  most  painful  solicitude,  the  last 
ebbings  of  &  life  thus  endeared  to  me.  In  the 
death  of  tbis  distingnished  individual,  the  conn- 
tr7  has  lost  an  able  and  ftutbfnl  servant — and  I 
have  lost  a  most  valned  friend — and  I  tnut, 
tbaL  while  monraing  over  the  lose  of  the  pnb- 
lio,  I  have  the  indnlgeooe  of  the  Seoate  in  thos 
deploring  m  j  own. 

Mr.  DtOKiBSOiT  then  oflbred  Uie  fbHowIng 
resolaliona,  which  were  socoeedvelj  and  nnani- 
moDsly  adopted: 

Raoivtd,  That  a  committee  be  appelated  to  take 
order  for  saperiiiteDdiDg  the  fnnenl  of  the  honora- 
ble JoHM  Oailluu),  deceased,  which  will  take  pUce  . 
at  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning ;  that  the 
SeiiKte  will  Attend  the  same,  and  that  notice  of  this 
event  be  given  to  the  House  of  BepreMnCatives. 

AfsftiM,  That  the  membete  of  the  Senate,  (h>m 
a  sioeere  desire  of  showing  everj  mark  of  respect 
dne  to  tith  memory  of  the  honorabls  Joh*  Qaoj- 
LiBD,  deceased,  their  late  aaaociate,  will  go  into 
mooniing  for  him  for  one  month,  b;  the  usnu  mode 
of  wearing  crape  roond  tbe  left  arm. 

Rttaival,  That,  as  an  additional  maik  of  respect 
for  tbe  tnemorj  of  the  honorable  Jobs  Oullabd, 
the  Senate  do  now  acUoom. 

Tbe  oommittoe  of  arrangements,  appointed  in 

Sirsoance  of  tbe  first  resolation,  were  Heaers. 
outn,  BKBBDcir,  RvooLBa,  Yas  Dies,  and 

FllIDU,T. 

TcKSDAT,  Febmary  28. 

This  being  tbe  da;  appointed  for  tbe  fonerel 

of  tbe  Honorable  Jobs  Oaiixikd,  a  meml>er  of 

thia  body,  no  legislative  bndneia  was  tnns- 
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Negro  Slanery  in  Sov,th  Ant«riea. 

,  Tit.  Baxdolph,  of  Yo.  roee,  and  said  he 
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wished  to  do  what  was  with  him  a  ver;  nnnsoal 
thing — not  only  to  make  a  motion,  bat  to  make 
one  asking  information  from  the  Execntava 
branch  of  thla  Government.  He  bad  seen  a 
proclamation  pnnM>rting  to  have  been  isened 
by  tbe  celebn^ea  Qoiwal  Bouvab,  He  bad 
learned — and  he  bad  learned  witii  salis&ction, 
as  far  ■•  regarded  the  fiune  and  repntadon  at 
that  ^stjngnlshed  individual — that  that  pro- 
olamation  had  been  diwlsimed  by  the  connilar 
anthority  here  aa  a  Aibrioation ;  at  least  a  fiib- 
rioation  so  fhr  as  it  related  to  that  partjanlar 

C:  of  tbe  proclamation  which  bad  attracted 
attention.  Mr.  B.  aaid  he  was  giod  of  it; 
bnt  oltiiongh,  aaid  be,  that  proclamatu>n  may  be 
a  &brioation — and  no  doabt  it  is  so — it  is  aa 
nnqneetionably  trne  as  that  proclamation  fs 
fUse,  that  the  prindplee  cont^ned  in  that  pro- 
ohunation  ere  the  avowed  principles  of  Uie 
renowned  individoal  to  whom  I  refer;  they 
are  tbe  avowed  principles  of  tbe  Qovemments 
over  which  be  eiercisee  almost  nnbonoded  sway ; 
they  are  tbe  avowed  principles  of  the  people 
oompoein^  those  Btate»— if  States  they  may  ha 
called  which  States  are  none — and  therefore  it 
is,  said  Ur.  R.,  that  I  wish  for  some  offidal 
information. — not  to  satisfy  myself — not  to 
delay  any  bnsiness  that  is,  or  may  be,  befca« 
the  Senate ;  I  do  not  wish  to  wait  for  it ;  bnt 
official  information  that  may  sotJsfy  the  Ameri- 
can pe(^Ie  as  to  the  tnie  obaraoter  of  those 
States. 

It  is  well  known,  said  Ur.  VL,  that  in  his  pnbHo 
messsge  to  Oongreea,  tbe  Fresident  of  tie  United 
StatM  bos  intimated  to  as,  and  to  the  world, 
through  na,  that  an  invitation  of  a  oertoin  char- 
acter has  been  given  to  him,  and  that  in  conse- 
qnenoe,  minist^  wiU  be  sent  to  the  Congress 
oboot  to  be  assembled  at  Panama.  He  hoped 
that  the  IfinLst^rs,  whoever  they  might  be, 
wonld  be  of  that  character  and  deecription  who 
wonld  labor  under  none  of  tbe  odlons  and  ex- 
ploded pr^odices,  which  revolted  aod  repelled 
die  bstidioQS  Southern  man  from  Africans — 
frota  amooiatii^  as  equals  witb  them,  or  with 
people  of  African  descent — that  they  may  tak« 
tboir  seat  in  Oongresa  at  Panama,  beside  the 
native  African,  their  American  descendants,  th« 
mixed  breeds,  tbe  Indiana,  and  the  half  breeds^ 
without  onv  offenoe  or  scandal  at  so  raotlOT  a 
mixture.  Mr.  R.  believed  it  was  weU  under- 
stood as  to  the  State — not  the  State  in  which  Qie 
Oongrees  is  to  be  held,  but  in  tbe  immediate 
vidnage  of  the  province  where  this  Congress 
is  to  assemble — Guatemala — he  believed  it  woa 
oonsidered  as  mnch  a  block  Republic  at  this  time 
as  Hayti  itself;  There  is,  s^dUr.R.,  a  great  deal 
of  African  blood  in  old  Spain — in  the  sonth  (tf 
Spain — though  not  oil  negra  blood — from  tbe  op- 
posite coast  of  Barbery.  There  is  a  further  dete- 
rioration— if  a  deterioration  it  be — in  tbe  Cretda 
Spaniards,  in  all  the  Sptuuah  and  Portoguese 
poaeeasionEL  but  above  all  in  Guatemala,  the  im- 
mediate adjacent  province  to  Panama,  and  In 
Brazil.  Now  these  things,  etiA  Vx.  R.,  which 
are  of  no  aort  <rf  impOTbuioe  to  Kane  peo^^ 
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■re  of  vital  importanoe  to  that  district  and  de- 
BOriptioa  of  country,  and  not  altogether  con- 
toaptible^  whether  in  point  of  extent  or  nnm- 
bera,  not  quite  onwortlif  of  being  taken  into 
oooaideration  in  the  deliberations  and  decisions 
of  thia  body,  and  of  the  Federal  Government, 
He  would  not  detain  the  Sen«t«  farther  th«i  to 
L,  that  he  bad  heard  that  this  great  man 
ad  no  donbt  he  was  a  great  man — a  good 
mam — there  were  a  great  many  snob  great  and 
good  men — LATi.Txm  was  one  of  tbnn — at 
the  oommencement  of  the  French  Berolnlion — 
would  not  bear  of  any  pariey  at  alt  with  what 
they  called  the  inmre«oriptible  rtghta  of  man ; 
they  played  the  wnole  game,  they  would  not 
hear  of  qnalifloation,  and  we  see  imat  thla  des- 
perate ^me  has  eventoated  In— extremes  al- 
ways beget  one  another.  This  General  Boli- 
var, called  the  South  American  Washington— 
SB  every  man,  aaid  Mr.  E.,  nowadays,  wbo  has 
conunanded  a  platoon,  is  a  OeBsar  or  a  Hanni- 
bal, a  Eumenes  or  Bertorins  at  least — so  be  is 
the  South  American  Waabington,  J  remem- 
ber, nr,  that  when  the  old  Earl  of  Bedford, 
when  he  was  condoled  with  by  a  bypoortte, 
who  wished  in  feet  to  woond  his  fMbgs,  on 
the  murder  of  his  son  Lord  Rnssel,  indignantly 
replied  tbat  he  would  not  exchange  lus  dead 
■Ml  for  the  living  son  of  any  man  m  earth. 
So  I,  Mr.  PreddeDt,  would  not  gjve  our  dead 
Washington  for  any  Uving  Washington,  or  any 
Washington  that  is  likely  to  live  in  yonr  time, 
l£r.  President,  or  mine ;  whatever  may  be  the 
bleamngs  reserved  for  mankind  in  the  womb  of 
time.  I  do  know— the  world  knows — that  the 
principle  of  the  American  Revolntion,  and  the 
principle  that  is  now  at  work  in  the  peninsnla 
of  Sonth  America  and  in  Guatemala  and  Sew 
^tain,  are  principlea  as  oppoute  aa  light  and 
da^ess— principles  as  opposite  as  a  manly  and 
rational  liber^ia  opposed  to  the  frantic  orgies 
of  the  Fren^  Baoduinala  of  the  Bevolutioo,  aa 
(q>poeite  as  a  manly  and  rational  ^iety  is  op- 
pooed  to  that  politioo-reli^ons  &naticiam,  whion, 
I  am  sorry  to  see,  la  not  at  work  only  In  the 

Cinsnla  of  South  America  and  New  Spain, 
has  pervaded,  or  is  pervading,  all  this  conn- 
try,  and  has  insinuated  itself  woerever  it  can, 
to  the  diatnrbanoe  of  the  pnblio  peace,  tlie 
loosening  of  the  keystone  of  this  oonstitntion, 
and  the  undermining  the  fbnndation  on  whioh 
the  arch  of  onr  Union  reeta.  No,  air;  they  are 
aa  different  aa  light  and  darkness — as  common 
aenae  and  practice  diffbr  from  the  visionary  the- 
ories of  moonstmok  itmaties. 

The  Message  of  the  Freeident  is  before  the 
world.  The  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States  has 
told  OS  that  he  triU  act,  and  that  he  has  the 
power.  Let  Mm — let  him  sot — let  him  act  on 
hia  own  re^Kinsibtlity ;  but  let  the  American 
people— and  especially  that  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can people — that  portion  of  them  who  reside 
•oath  of  the  Ohio,  and  south  of  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line — know  what  are  the  denuties 
whom  hereafter  we  are  likely  to  receive  in  re- 
tain from  them,  in  dharaoter  and  color  to  our 


Congress — that  la  what  I  want  to  see.  I  want 
this  to  open  their  eyes— I  want,  instead  of  pub- 
lic opinion  reacting  on  ns  from  uninformed 
pnblio  bodies,  however  respectable ;  from  toasts 
given  at  pnblio  dinners,  nowever  respectable 
the  guests;  a  Holy  Alliance  of  liberty  m  oppo- 
sition to  a  Holy  Alliance  of  tyrants — I  want 
the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  be  informed  as  to  the  fact ;  having 
the  most  per^t  reliance  on  their  decision 
when  they  aliall  have  the  beta,  and  having  a 
disposition  to  sobmit  most  implicitly  to  ttiat 
decision,  whether  it  shall  agree  with  my  opin- 
ions or  not;  From  these  causes,  I  move  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  lay  before  the  Senate  such  information  aa 
may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive, 
tonohing  the  pnnciples  and  practice  of  the 
Spanish  American  States,  or  any  of  them,  lat« 
colonies  of  old  Spain,  in  regard  to  negro  slav- 
ery— I  will  submit  the  motion  in  writing. 

[Having  done  so ;  and  tlie  resolution  taaving 
been  read— ] 

Mr.  RuiDOLPH  a^ain  ros&  and  add  he  wished 
to  supply  sn  omission  in  the  remarks  he  had 
made.  It  is,  a^d  he,  generally  of  pablio  noto- 
riety, that  the  island  of  Cuba  has  beoi  in  a 
state  of  alarm  train  a  threatened  invaMon  from 
these  Spanish  American  States;  and  that  the 
chief  cause  of  that  alarm  arises  from  the  prin- 
ciplea of  those  Ststes  in  referrace  to  this  ver7 
qnestion.  Cnba,  possesdng  an  immense  negro 
p<^ulation,  which  has  been  increased  since  the 
deetraction  of  St.  Domingo,  incalculably,  by 
importation,  as  well  as  by  natural  means^ 
Cuba  lies  in  such  a  position,  in  reference  to  the 
United  States,  and  espedally  to  the  whole 
conntry  on  the  Onlf  of  Mexico,  aa  tiiat  the 
eountry  may  be  invaded  from  Cuba  in  row- 
boata ;  and,  in  case  those  States  should  invade 
Cuba  at  all,  it  ia  unqnestionable  that  this  inva- 
sion will  be  made  with  this  principle — this  ge- 
nius of  nniversal  emancipation — this  sweeping 
anathema  against  the  white  popnlation,  in 
frcmt ;  and  then,  rir,  what  is  the  sitnation  of 
the  SoDthem  States )  I  throw  ont  these  only 
by  way  of  bints ;  it  would  not  be  deoorons,  in 
a  preface  to  a  resolution,  to  enter  into  an  elab- 
orate  argument,  which  I  conld  do.  This  is  one 
of  those  cases  in  whioh  tlie  suKestions  of  in- 
stinct are  worth  all  the  logic  in  ue  world — the 
instinct  of  self-preservation.  It  is  one  of  those 
oases  in  whioh  our  pasrions  instmotoor  reason. 
I  shall  not  consider  whelliw  the  President  at 
the  United  States  will  send  these  Ministers  or 
not — he  says  he  will  do  it,  and  he  is  generally 
understood  to  be  a  man  of  his  word — at  leaalL 
as  mnch  so  as  to  do  what  he  has  offidally  said 
he  will  do.  Bnt  I  must  conaidrar  how  far  I  feel 
disposed,  by  my  vote,  to  pledge  Vir^ia  in  the 
common  cause  of  States  posaesring  these  pHn< 
inples — and  to  place  our  neutrality  at  the  dis- 
posal of  a  belligerent  Congress. 

Mr,  R,  then  gave  notice  that  he  should  re- 
speothilly  ask  for  the  coomdenUtm  <tf  the  nto* 
lotion  to-moiTow  morning. 


i,  Google 
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Amendmmt  «f  thi    GmttttvUon—Lmiitation 
I  m«ral  AppeintmttUi  <^  Mmiibert  nf 


Mr.  Bkbtoit,  of  IGmtmii  from  the  Select 
Oonimittee,  to  whicb  was  reierred  llie  proposi- 
tioD  to  amend  tbe  Oonatitntion  of  the  United 
States,  with  respect  to  tbe  appointment  of  Sen- 
aton  and  Bepreeentativee  to  offices  nnder  tbe 
Federal  OoTemment,  made  an  argmnestatire 
report  on  tbe  sabject,  of  oonriderable  length, 
and,  tt  maj  be  added,  of  mnoh  abilit]',  eondiid- 
ing  with  proponng  the  paHsa^  of  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution,  on  the  pnnciple  of  which, 
lite  report  statea,  tbe  oouunittee  was  nnanimona : 

Rt»ein*i^  Ac.,  That  the  folloviDg  amendinent  tn 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutea  be  propoaed 
to  the  Legislatures  of  the  Krenl  States,  whlcb, 
when  ratified  bj  three-fourth*  of  said  Legtalatiices, 
■ban  be  valid,  to  all  intent!  and  porposee,  as  part 
of  said  conititation : 

"  JITs  Btnabtr  or  AtprumtafiM  lAaS  ht  i^paMtii 
to  any  eivil  ogtee,  plaet,  or  emo^ummf,  wuJn-  lit  oit- 
Ikorik  of  M«  UhtUd  Slata,  mUil  Ifu  expiratvm  of 
tht  PntidtniuJ  i»rm  in  wiiei  mcA  wrmK  tktil 
\mt  mrxtd  at  a  Btnalcr  cr  Sg>rttmiattv4.'' 

The  Twort  and  resolntion  having  been  read — 

Mr.  DtozKBeos,  of  New  Jerse;,  inqnired 
irheUier  the  committee  had  not  agreed  to  re- 
mmmend  that  tbe  ex^ntioii  from  oSce  abonld 
tipplj  not  onlj  to  tbe  time  for  which  each  Ben- 
ator  and  Bepreaentative  sfaonld  be  elected,  bnt 
to  one  year  thereafter  I 

Ur.  Bxxvai  replied,  that  the  ootnmittee  had 
not  fwreed  m  the  predae  terms  of  Qie  reeolo- 
tioD,  bat  only  on  points— on  the  sobatanoe,  not 
<m  the  fbrm.  On  the  prindple  reported,  the 
committee  were  nnanimons. 

Mr.  RiJiDOLFii  aaid  be  liked  tbe  mggeation 
of  tbe  gentleman  from  New  Jersej,  and  not 
tbe  leaa,  said  he,  beoaoee  it  agreea  with  one  of 
high  anthority,  Horace,  who  says,  "Ifoito  pr»- 
mafw  m  ann«." 

The  reeolntacm  was  then,  on  the  modon  of 
Ur.  BiNTox,  read  the  second  time,  and  made 
Hio  q»eoiBl  order  of  tbe  da;  for  next  Kondaj 
week;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Hr.  HouiBa, 
1,600  oopiea  of  the  report  and  reaolntiui  were 
wdered  to  be  printed. 

TBUBeDi.T,  Uarob  2. 

ITtfiv  Slavery  in  South  Ameriea. 

T^e  Senate  took  np  fbr  oonAderation  the  f<d- 

lowing  reaolntion,  Botmiitted  jeaterd^  b;  Ur. 

Bahdolph: 

That  t 
.tested  tola*  b 
fbnnation  aa  mav  be  in  ue  poeaesdon  of  the  Execu- 
tive, tODcUng  uie  prineiplea  and  practioe  of  the 
l^wusb  Amencaa  Btatea,  or  an  j  of  them,  late  colo- 
iJsff  of  <AA  Sp^a,  in  regard  to  Negro  daTer;." 

The  reaolntion  having  been  read,  and  tbe 
qneation  b«Dg  on  ita  adoption — 

Mr.  RiTin,  of  South  Carolina,  add  he  had 
listened  with  great  attention,  and  oertunlj  with 
mnoh  interest,  to  tbe  eloquent  remarks  made 
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bj  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Hr.  Bur- 
DOLFB,)  jeaterdaj',  on  the  principles  and  policy 
of  the  new  States  of  Sontb  America,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  slave  question  It  was  a  subject  on 
which  no  one,  ooming  from  the  part  of  tbe 
oonntry  which  he  represented,  cotud  poaaiblj 
be  indiffereDb.  Tbe  gentieman  from  Virginia 
had  given  ns  a  dear,  and,  donbtleee,  a  very  ao- 
onrate  statement  of  tbe  principles  of  these  new 
States.  Hr.  B.  believed,  that  the  facta  oon- 
neoted  with  this  subject  were  uotmiooa,  and 
were  aa  well  known  to  tbe  Senate  now,  aa  they 
could  be  from  any  commmiication  the  EzecD- 
tive  coold  make  in  answer  to  tbe  call  proposed 
in  the  gentleman's  reeolnUon.  Whether  tfae 
Proclamation,  attribnted  to  the  LoosaToa,  wai 
gennine  or  not,  tbis  Hotue  and  this  nation  are 
not  now  to  be  informed  that  the  new  Bepnblica 
were  marcbing  nnder  the  baimer  of  nniveraal 
emancipation.  Mr.  H.  was,  therefore,  indoced 
to  donbt  the  neeeetdty  of  calling  on  the  Presi- 
dent for  information  which  was  already  in  their 
poeeeesion.  Certainly  snch  a  call  onght  not  to 
be  made,  unless  there  was  some  reason  'to  be- 
lieve that  it  would  Aimish  us  with  some  facta 
with  which  we  are  not  already  acquainted. 
Mr.  H.  Bud  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  tbe  reao- 
lntion, bnt  merely  to  snggeet  tne  propriety  of 
postponing  tbe  consideration  of  it  for  a  few 
days,  in  tmler  to  give  time  for  ftutfaer  delibera- 
tion aa  to  tbe  neoeetd^ctfaothig  nptm  itL  Bar- 
ing some  doubts  <m  that  point,  be  hoped  the 
Etlunaa  inxa  Ylrpnia  would  not  ot^ect  to 
postponemoit  of  the  resdntion  to  Mondky 
next,  whiob  Ur.  B.  moved  aooordingly. 

Mr.  BuTDOLPH  then  rose,  and  said,  I  bad  oei- 
t^nly  not  intended  to  have  said  one  word  more 
on  the  subject  of  tbis  resolution,  in  case  it  shonld 
not  meet  with  opposition ;  and,  aa  a  matter  d 
conrtesy,  oertainly  should  aoqniesce  in  the  re- 
quest cj  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina,  if 
tiierb  waa  any  probability  of  getting  tbe  mo- 
tion taken  up  on  a  day  fixed  for  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  oonatitntioii.  But,  at  the 
ssme  time,  I  hope  that  gentieman  will  pardon 
me  (br  saying  that  the  lUe  Of  my  resolution  re- 
minds me  of  a  very  &vorite  old  Spanish  prov- 
erb of  mine — for,  ^though  I  am  not  very  mndi 
smitten,  or  inocnlated  with  the  Spanish  Amer- 
ioan  fever,  yet,  tbe  old  Spanish  proverhe  aro 
great  and  deaerred  fsTontea  of  mine,  being 
perbuw  the  meet  pithy  and  pnugent  in  the 
worid;  it  is  this — save  me  from  my  friend^ 
and  I  will  take  care  of  my  enemies. 

I  did  not  apprehend,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  any 
g«naeman  here  woold  have  raised  any  opposi- 
tion to  this  resolntion.  Sir,  this  sesacm  ia 
drawing  to  a  doee,  I  hope :  for  it  will  Tecy 
soon  be  time  to  plant  oom.  Under  existing 
oiroumstanoes,  I  wish  this  resolution  to  be  act- 
:  therefore,  though  it  is  no  very 
great  time  from  this  to  Monday,  yet,  as.  that 
day  is  asHisned  to  a  fpectol  order  on  tbe  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution,  I  cannot  consent— 
and  I  hope  the  gentieman  will  pardon  me  iit 
saying  so— I  cannot  consent  by  my  Totc^  to  tb« 
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postponement — daeming  it  eqnivalaut  to  a  rejeo- 
tion  erf  th*  motion — thtnigb,  if  it  be  the  pleaaore 
of  the  Beuato  to  decide  against  me,  I  ahAU  sabmit 
to  it,  as  I  alwtiTs  do  to  the  in^ori^,  I  hope 
with  Aoteavj — bnt  without  the  aHghteat  change 
bi  TDj  opinion — as  to  the  eqwdienoj  of  the 
ooorae  proposed. 

ffir,  nid  Ur.  K.,  I  can  Uf  with  a  ainoeritj  of 
faMit  tliat  no  man  can  qnestton  th«  truth  of, 
that  it  ia  a  matter  to  me  of  mMtifioatioa  and 
dietren,  that  I  have  had  ao  cAen,  of  late,  im- 
posed npon  me,  aa  I  conceive,  (whether  tmlj 
or  fUaeiyJ  the  dn^  of  throwing  myaelf  on  the 
attentton  of  this  bod^.  It  has  not  been  mj 
habit  elaewhere ;  it  haa  not  been  m^  habit  m 
"itia  jeara  more  especially — indeed,  I  have  mi- 
dentood,  since  I  XaoY  laj  seat  in  thia  bodj, 
tbix,  an  impatation  of  a  contmj  natnre — that 
I  ehoold  be  here  an  inactive  member,  a  aloQiflil 
pnblic  servant— was  feared  hj  some,  even  of 
my  firlenda,  and  waa  the  atrongest  amongst  the 
ol^Jectlons  of  those  oandid  urersariea,  who 


dtaaa  with  f^t  jminn    to  n^  Iwing  here  at 

e  I  ouolalm  &«t  motive,  it  is  poa- 

sibie  that  I  may  be  mioonacionslf  aotnated  by 


an;  and  while  I 


It  Bnt,  sir,  onder  the  drcomstanoes  in  which 
I  aland— in  the  place  in  which  I  stand— {lb.  S. 
was  stoadhig  in  Mr.  TAznraix'B  place,  who  is 
absent  on  aeoomit  of  family  dctaKwaT— in  the 
sitnatioa  in  which  ^tha  State  of  Tof^nla  is 
placed  by  the  abe«ioe  of  my  aaaodate — and  in 
which  t  am  happy  to  say  she  ia  placing  and  haa 
placed  herself  in  array— In  array  aj^unA  thia 
(Jovemment — no,  sir,  not  this  Government,  but 
tiie  mal-adminis^tion  of  it — it  is  onder  Qieae 
rircnmstanoes  that  I  have  been,  aa  I  conceive, 
bound  in  dnty  to  offer  my,  perhape,  erode  oon- 
Mptiotts — but  which  have  Men  as  well  oaa- 
co«ted  as  long  and  pUient  thooght  could  digest 
them — to  the  attention  of  thia  bo^y.  I  know, 
rir,  that  the  habit  of  fi«qnently  addresring  this, 
or  nny,  other  legldative  body,  but  this  body 
more  especially—has  a  tendency  to  ohe^en  fiu- 
greater  talents  than  any  Qiat  I  possassj  Or  ever 
USA  claim  to,  and  to  imptdr  the  valne  even  of 
the  greatest  abilitiea.  I  know,  rir,  tha^  in  this 
bodr,  which  is  in  itself  a  Omfnm,  ccmdeting 
ot  depntiea  from  sovereign  and  independent 
atatea,  eo-ordinate  and  oo-e^nal:  where  the 
least  is  equally  on  a  footing  with  the  greatest — 
where  a  State,  which  sends  bnt  one  member  to 
the  other  House,  is  on  a  footing  with  one  that 
■ends  forty,  and  on  a  footing  Qien,  too^  under 
eertain  contingencies  foreseen  and  provided  tea 
Ity  the  constitntion,  that,  for  any  iodividual 
member  too  freqnently  to  obtmde  himself  on 
tts  attention,  is  &tal  not  only  to  any  littie  repu- 
tation that  he  may  have  happened  to  acquire  in 
the  course  of  his  public  lue,  but— what  ia  of 
tar  more  consequence — to  his  capacity  to  be 
naefnl  to  the  power  that  sent  him  here.  It  is  a 
wise  and  salutary  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the 
Bmate,  I  know,  sir,  that  this  is  a  body,  above 
an  oth<n^  in  which  they  "  shall  not  be  heard 
for  their  much  speaking ;"  In  whli^  "  vain 
rmotitions  "  do  aa  little  good  as  we  know  they 
TouVm.— 2e 


will  do  in  another  place ;  and  yet,  sir,  circum- 
stanced as  I  am,  I  am  compelled  not  «kly  to 
break  through  that  rule  of  propriety,  which 
otherwise  would  restrain  me,  but  to  be  guilty 
sometimes  of  those  very  "  vtdn  repetitions " 
also.  Hay  I  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  thia,  not 
only  in  consideration  of  the  peculiuitj'  of  my 
situation — <^  my  condition — but  in  considera- 
tion of  a  defect — whether  of  natiire  or  of  edu- 
cation, it  is  perfectly  immaterial — perhaps  pro- 
ceeding from  both — a  defect  which  has  disabled 
me,  from  my  first  entrance  into  public  life,  to 
the  present  day,  to  make  what  is  called  a  reffu- 
lor  iptteh — ^wbuh,  dr,  like  some  other  reguar 
things,  although  oonstruoted  acoto^ing  to  every 
rule  of  criticism,  is  sometime*  extranely  dull — 
not  always  oonvindng.  There  is  no  poritive 
&ult  in  the  speech,  or  composition ;  the  unitieB 
are  all  pr«served—there  is  no  fault  to  be  found 
with  it,  bnt  as  to  its  general  effeoL  which  is  a 
want  of  effect  alt<«ether.  Sir,  although  I  give 
to  the  Bul^eots  suDmitted  to  the  Bcmato  the 
moot  patient  ocmmderation ;  though  I  turn 
them,  and  re-turn  them,  over  and  over  ag^n, 
in  my  mind,  yet  when  1  oome  to  utter  the  re- 
snlta  of  that  rumination,  I  am  compelled  to  do 
BO  aa  an  irregolar— rather  as  a  partisan  cd^cer, 
than  according  to  the  rmilar  art  miUtary ;  ai 
an  improvisatore— that  I  b^ere  is  the  name 
which  the  Italians  ^ve  to  those  who  nieak,  not 
without  much  previous  thinking,  indeed,  but 
without  the  book,  or  even  without  notes.    Sir, 


gards  than  one,  the  modem  invention  of  a 
oluun  bridge — which,  provided  the  abutments 
and  flzturee  are  perfectiy  strong,  and  provided 
there  is  no  defective  link  in  the  whole  chain — 
are  amongst  the  finest  and  most  useful  speci- 
mens of  human  ingenuity :  but,  mr,  when  we 
reverse  the  proposition — when  the  abutinenU 
are  not  snfflt^ent — and  there  is  one  single  link 
which  is  defective — one  is  as  good — as  bad, 
rather,  aa  a  thousand — that  one  is  fatal  to  the 
whole  atmctore,  and  souse  down  into  the  water 
comes  the  imwar^  passenger,  who  trusts  him- 
self to  the  treacherous  edifice.  There  are 
artists,  indeed — and  some  of  them  not  &r  off 
either — who  have  the  skill  to  elaborate  those 
technical  regular  arguments  of  induction  with 
such  ezqoisito  finJBb  as  to  defy  the  eye,  or  even 
the  touch  of  any  man  alive ;  but,  while  they 
poEzIe  and  oonfonnd  the  tmderstandino',  they 
can  never  convince  it,  because  they  lead  us  to 
such  monstrous  and  frightAil  oonclosiona,  that 
no  fair  exercise  of  that  reasoning  faculty  which 
has  bean  given  us  by  our  Maker  for  our  guide, 
can  bring  a  plun  man  to.  Here  is  a  case,  in 
which,  if  it  be  not  safe  to  reason  («  condunona, 
which  perhaps  is  too  much  my  habit;  it  is 
qnite  sue  to  reason  /rom  conclusions,  when- 
ever any  chun  of  reasoning  however  learned 
and  ingenious  it  may  be,  lesds  to  concludona  so 
monstrous  as  to  offend  the  common  sense  of 
mankin^  I  say  that,  although  you  may  not  be 
able  to  detect  in  which  link  of  the  argument 
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the  defect  ia,  7«t  jon  knowj  from  tbe  remlta  to 
which  it  cMirles  jvn,  that  it  is  radical]]'  defeo- 
tive — that  there  is  a  sonietbiiig  someirheTe 
Bbont  it,  altbongh  neither  your  eje  Dor  j<mi 
toaoh  cMi  detect  it,  that  renden  it  rodioaUy 
defeotiTe  and  nnworthj  of  trust;  and  if  I  were 
called  on  for  an  iUnstration,  I  ooiild  f^ve  It,  and 
would  give  It,  in  the  opiiuon  ot  the  Supreme 
Oonrt,  Ui  the  case  of  Oonana  against  the  State 
of  Yir^nia. 

Sir,  1  know  there  are  gentlemen,  not  onl; 
from  the  NorthcRL  bnt  from  the  Sontbem 
States,  who  think  that  this  iinbBpp7  qnestion 
— for  inch  it  ia — of  negro  alaTeiT — ^whioh  the 
oonstitntion  has  vainl;  attomptM  to  blink,  hj 
not  nsing  the  term — should  never  be  brought 
into  pnblic  notjoe,  more  eroeciallj  Into  that  of 
Oongreas,  and  moat  especiallj,  here.  Sir,  with 
every  doe  respect  for  the  gentlemen  who  think 
so,  I  differ  from  them,  UiU>  eoslc.  Sir,  it  ia  a 
thing  which  cannot  be  hid — it  is  not  a  drr  rot 
that  7on  CAn  cover  with  the  carpet,  nntil  the 
hoose  tumbles  abont  your  can — j-on  might  as 
well  tiy  to  hide  a  yoloano,  in  fall  operation — it 
cannot  be  hid — it  is  a  cancer  in  jonr  fkoe,  and 
must  be  treated  McuJtdvm  artem  ;  it  most  not 
be  tampered  with  hj  quacks,  who  never  saw 
the  disease  or  the  patient,  and  prescribe  across 
the  Atlantic ;  it  must  be.  if  yon  will,  let  alone ; 
but  on  this  very  principle  of  letting  it  alone,  it 
is  Qiat  I  have  brought  m  my  resolution.  I  am 
willing  to  play  what  is  called  child's  play — let 
me  alone,  and  I  will  let  yon  alone ;  let  my  reso- 
lution alone,  and  I  will  say  nothing  in  support 
of  it :  for  there  is  a  want  of  sense  in  saying 
any  thing  in  support  of  a  restdotdon  that  no- 
body opposes.  Sir,  will  the  Senate  pardon  my 
repeating  the  words  of  a  great  man,  which  can- 
not be  too  often  repeated!  A  small  danger 
menacing  ad  inestimable  otfjeot,  is  of  more  ttn- 
portanoe,  in  the  eyes  of  &  wise  man,  tbaa  the 
greatest  danger  which  can  possibly  threaten  an 
object  of  mmor  oonsequenoe.  The  question 
before  us  is,  is  this  an  object  of  inestimable 
oonsequenoe  t     I  do  not  pnt  the  question  to 

Csir.  I  know  what  your  answer  will  be.  I 
w  what  will  be  the  answer  of  every  husband, 
father,  son,  and  brother,  throughout  the  South- 
em  States ;  I  know  that  on  this  depends  the 
honor  of  every  matron  and  tnaideo — of  every 
toatron  (wife,  or  widow)  between  the  Ohio  and 
the  Gulf  of  Uexico :  I  know  that  npon  it  de- 
pends the  life's  blood  of  the  littJe  ones,  which 
are  lying  in  their  cradles,  in  happy  ignorance 
of  what  is  passing  around  them ;  and  not  the 
white  ones  only ;  for  shall  not  we  too  kill — 
ahall  we  not  re-act  the  scenes  which  were 
acted  in  Guatemala,  and  elsewhere,  except,  I 
hope,  with  far  difierent  success ;  for  it,  with  a 
Bcperiority,  in  point  of  numbers,  as  well  as  of 
inteOigenoe  and  coorage,  we  sboidd  suffer  ocr- 
selves  to  be,  as  there,  vanqalshed — we  should 
deserve  to  have  negroes  for  our  taskmasters, 
and  for  the  husbands  of  our  wives.  This,  then, 
is  the  ineatimable  object  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ooiolins  views  in  Hie  same  light  that  I 
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do,  and  that  you  do  too,  rir,  and  to  which  ererr 
Southern  boeom  responds :  a  choi^  whioli, 
when  touched,  even  by  the  most  delicate  hand, 
vibrates  to  (he  heart  of  eveiy  man  in  our  conn^ 
try.  I  wish  I  ooold  maintain,  with  truth,  that 
it  came  wilhln  the  other  predicament— that  it 
was  a  small  danger— bnt  it  is  a  great  daog«r — 
it  is  a  danger  that  haa  taMT«ased,  ia  increasinj^ 
and  mwt  be  diminldied,  or  it  must  otone  to  tti 
regular  caUstropbe. 

Mr.  President,  within  the  last  tldrty  yean^ 
or  thereabouts — fbr  I  have  been  oontemporoir 
with  the  bets — a  total  duuure  has  taken  pl*oe 
in  pnblio  opinion,  in  Great  Britun — which  ^ 
w^ys  acta  as  possesdng  a  common  language  and 
almost  a  literature  and  laws  in  common,  sha 
must  and  she  ought  to  act  with  great  tomo  aa 
OS — and  in  certidn  other  parts  of  other  ooim- 
tries,  which  I  aboil  not  now  designate,  in  refer- 
ence to  Uiis  question.  There  was  a  time,  air, 
when  the  Bdvocat«a  for  tiie  Bboliti<m  ot  the 
dave  trade  fomid,  In  almoot  every  bosom  pa»- 
■iwing  otanmon  humanity,  and  onmnm  BeiMSb 
a  fHend.  Tbere  wei«  scxne  few,  to  be  mn,diA 
veteran  Swiss  of  State,  who,  Uf^olding  aH  «d- 
miniatralitmi,  and  all  abuaes  and  corraptioiifl, 
had  g(«ie  more  than  knee-deep  in  oomptua^^- 
foUowen  perhsfM  ot  Dnndas,  fellows  of  old 


There  were  some  few,  indeed,  of  a  very  differ- 
ent description.  From  my  earl^  childhood,  all 
my  feelings  and  inatincta  were  m  opposilioD  to 
alavery  in  every  shape ;  to  the  satyngatioii  odf 
cme  man's  will  to  that  of  another ;  and  &obi 
the  time  ttiat  I  read  Olarkson's  oeletvated 
pamphlet,  Iwoa,  I  am  afraid,  as  mad — aa  CUtk- 
Bcn  himaelt  I  read  myself  into  this  madneoiL 
as  I  have  read  myself  into  some  agriooltiirai 
improvementfl ;  but,  as  with  these  last  I  worked 
myself  out  of  them,  so  also  I  worked  myself 
out  of  it.  At  the  time,  air,  that  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade  was  made  piracy,  and  wo 
had  as  good  a  right  to  make  it  treucm,  if  the 
constitution  had  not  already  defined  treason — 
for  it  is  as  mnch  treason  as  it  is  piracy— did  I 
Bay  as  good  a  right  I — I  say  yon  have  the  right 
— it  has  been  settied  by  practice  here  at 
least  already— you  can  demie  treason  by  lav — 
for  what  is  the  ooustitntion,  opposed  to  the  e»- 
tablished  practice  mider  it  I  what  is  tjbe  cdd 
verrion  to  this,  which  ia  only  one  of  the  new 
readings  lonffe  emendatior,  of  the  old  edition,  of 
the  coDstitatitm  t  Ton  have,  in  a  time  of  pro- 
fbmid  peace,  suspended  the  privilege  of  ttie 
writ  habeas  corpus— the  personal-securi^-act — 
BO  far  as  a  bill  passed  by  the  8enat«  oonld  do 
it  I  do  not  often  agree  with  William  Gobbet^ 
but  I  wish  it  had  this  name  of  penonal-secari^- 
aot,  that  the  people  might  understand  its  real 
meaning  and  importance  better  than  they 
seemed  to  do,  when  they  gave  their  confidence 
to  them  that  proposed  and  supported  that  txm- 
penuon,  in  the  teeth  of  an  npress  ocmatita- 
tionil  prohibition.  Then,  the  society  was  gok 
up,  of  which  I  was  a  most  Dnwotth]>  nr — ' 
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iHit,  K  Etr  trma  keeping  the  foiHk,  I  have  be- 
come a  backdider ;  and  whether  I  have  left  the 
■odet;ri  or  the  aoiidety  btw  left  me,  I  oamiot 
tell,  and  do  not  oare.  I  had  not  maob  fdth  in 
it  from  the  beginniog ;  but  I  thought  it  a  Terj 
demraUe  thhig,  and  still  think  It  to  be  a  very 
deairaUe  tiling,  to  get  rid  of  Uie  free  n^roes 
and  colored  people  of  this  ooimtr?,  on  die  prin- 
ciple, and  with  the  view  of  promotjng  the 
qoiet,  aafe^,  and  happineea,  of  tiie  Bloves  them- 
■dves,  aa  well  as  of  their  masters  at  home. 
"  It  is  a  Tile  bird  " — and  I  shall  not  do  anj 
tiling  to  disparftfe  the  neat,  althoagh  it  be  no 
longer  mine,  I^Uiont  mecuung  \otajA  wca^ 
at  thia  tioM,  against  this  sodety ;  as  an  ezperi- 
ment,  I  most  aay  it  has  &i]ed ;  and,  so  (^  u  it 
baa  done  any  tUng,  it  haa  ^»e  miaohief  in- 
•tead  of  good. 

As  regards  the  prindples  of  thoae  vho  were 
tlu  first  promoters  of  the  abolition  of  the  aUve 
trade— I  dont  bht  it  of  this  sodetr— I  am 
borne  ont  by  the  nets  when  I  assert  uiat  Quj 
have  held,  and  jet  hold,  perhaps  I  ooght  to 


I  ooght 
taltrie,  & 


„  je  twtmie — one  langua^  for  the 
ioe,  ud  a  language  for  the  imtiated :  or,  to 
tpeak  in  terms  more  fiunOiar  to  na,  a  langnage 
offidoL,  and  a  language  wafidentiM.  Thej  af- 
fected to  have  nt^ing  in  view  bat  the  ai>oli- 
tion  of  the  alare  trade.  Sir,  tbej  had  another 
o1;|]«ct — thej  had  an  object  in  view,  which  novi 
thej  have  the  oomrage  to  declare,  for  which 
Haxsj  have  verj  lately  miited  themselves  into 
an  anti^elaveij  sodetv — they  have  given  no 
■mall  impnls^  if  not  Oie  first  impnlse,  to  this 
Na«i  "  hall  of  Spanish  American  Bevolatian." 
It  is  ther  who  have  done  it — it  Is  they  who 
bare  been  the  fDeterars  of  H^ti :  fbr  I  oonid 
name  Hlostrions  names  that  are  laboring  nnder 
delnrioQ  as  strong  as  that  which  led  away  the 
Frwch  Oonventioii,  when  they  thonght  they 
vere  eetablishing  liberty^  eqimity,  and  frater- 
nity, on  a  fonndatdon  diptiery  and  red  with 
hnnuui  blood  and  Jndioui  mnrder.  I  will 
name,  I  mnst  name  Wiltiorfbroe — I  will  name 
mut«r  Stephen,  the  oalehrated  author  of  "  War 
In  Disgniae,"  and  "  The  Dangers  of  the  Oonn- 


dodeallortbat 
of  men,  who  generally  think  and  act  wil 
them,  M  eqnally  intomperote ;  beoanse  I  know 
that  some,  and  believe  that  others,  of  those 
who  asSD(nated  with  them,  in  rdigioos  opin- 
kms,  who  do  not  see,  or  seeing  do  not  utprove, 
the  raah  nlterior  measores  of  these  well-mean- 
ing,  bat  misled  men ;  amongst  them  I  wonld 
same,  if  I  dared  to  do  it,  the  venerable  Presi- 
dent of  the  English  Bible  Society. 

Sir,  the  same  great  authority  whom  I  before 
quoted,  lays  it  down  as  a  prinoiple,  that,  when 
mea  are  foiionsly  and  fanatieally  fond  of  any 
oUect,  of  ai^  set  of  opinions  whatever,  they 
irill  saorifioe  to  that  fonatioal  attachment,  their 
own  pToperty,  their  own  peaoe,  their  own  lives, 
■nd  (ha  adda)  can  there  be  a  donbt  that  they 


frx. 


woold  pref^  it  to  the  peace  of  their  conntiy  I 
Will  the  love,  then,  of  another  ooontry,  of  Ja- 
maica, or  the  Sonthem  States,  be  a  oonsidera- 
tion  strong  enongh  to  indnoe  them  to  bait — to 
pause  t  Fanaticism,  political  or  reli^one,  has 
no  stopping-place  short  of  Heaven — or  of  Hell. 
All  history  upholds  me  in  this.  What  were  the 
cmsadest  I  speak  it  in  sober  eadness~-they 
were,  in  my  opinion,  as  regarded  their  object, 
iuoomparabty  more  worthy,  more  defnrable,  in 
the  object,  more  wiae  in  the  means  taken  to 
attain  it,  tlian  this  modem  HUu^  «nuaJa, 
What  did  they  fight  for  I  Por  the  sepolohre  of 
tiie  Redeemer  of  an  otherwise  nndone  world, 
a  noble  object,  however  mistaken  the 
"   '   what  were  they  fighting  for  t 

le,  if  it  yet  eiJHted,  which  had 

Ijolonged  to  a  rich  and  pioos  Jew  of  Arimathea 
— for  they  knew — they  believed — they  said 
they  did,  and  no  donbt  they  were  sincere — bat 
they  did  not  recollect  that  it  was  not  a  place  of 
homan  sepoltnre— that  the  body,  never  snbjeot- 
ed  to  Uie  animal  law,  was  gone — that  the  in- 
oamate  part  also  had  ascended  to  its  Father 
that  Is  in  Heaven.  They  might  as  well  have 
got  np  a  crasade  for  the  manger  in  which  the 
lowly  infknt  had  lain  in  its  swaddling  doUtes ; 
still  here  was  a  sentiment,  something  elevating 
and  ennobling,  that  the  heart  is  better  for  tiav- 
ing  felt ;  and  whose  blood  did  they  seek  to 
shed  when  they  poorod  ont  their  own  like 
water  in  this  cause  t  That  of  the  Saracens — of 
infidels— of  Uahonnds  and  Tonnagaimta — who 
were  punted  in  the  same  colors  by  the  priest- 
hood and  fanatics  of  that  day,  that  the  Phari- 
sees and  fbnatics  of  this  day,  paint  every  man 
in,  whose  misfortnne,  or  whose  good  fortnne  it 
is,  to  be  master  of  Ediavee.  Sir,  1  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  the  affections  of  these 
men  whom  I  have  named,  are  more  strongly 
riveted  upon  the  French  African  descendants 
of  Hayti— on  the  negroes  of  Jamuoa  and  Sier- 
ra Leinie — than  they  are  not  only  on  as  nnfor- 
tonate  Sonthrons— Uian  they  are  on  their  own 
fellow-snl^eala  of  Jamuca — and  I  verily  believe 
of  Old  England  also,  of  Lancashire  or  Tork- 
shire.  There  was  once  a  time,  dr,  when  a 
ministerial  member  had  the  indiscretion — no 
minister  can  (Uwajfi  ttap  the  month  of  an.ia- 
disoreet  friend — to  sav — it  was  dnring  the  Pros- 
dan  war,  which  oondstfid  of  the  l>attle  ot  Jena 
—that  Hanover  onght  to  be  as  dear  to  Endand 
as  Hampshire ;  I  suppose  for  the  sake  of  the 
alliteradon.  I  do  beUeve  that  I  ahoold  not  be 
far  wrong  in  saying — I  know  that  to  a  great 
portion  of  these  muled  men,  the  black  popnla- 
tion  of  the  West  Indies  and  the  Africans  of  this 
country,  are  dearer  than  their  English  fellow- 
snlgects :  and  why  so  t  I  Jndge  them  partly 
by  their  language  which  I  hare  heard — not  ia 
private — but  in  Freemason's  Hall — in  London — 
with  an  applauding  anditory  of  tboosanda — but 
ohie^  by  their  acts,  which  never  lie.  I  have 
heard  as  pions,  as  good  a  man,  apparently,  aa 
ever  lived— I  believe— I  don't  know  it— he  had 
every  ohanot«rinio  of  a  good  man  and  potm 
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he  vu  aU  that  ooold 
BunifHted  that  thM«  wu  no  gmio  In  him — he 
Is  an  ofBoer  in  the  British  ano; — I  could  hare 
had  him  cashiered — sa;  that,  in  case  of  a  revolt 
in  the  ialand  of  Jamaica,  he  shoold  feel  Itimself 
compelled  to  take  part  with  the  blacks,  as  the 
oppressed  part;.  I  say  that  is  a  genersJ  senti- 
ment thronghont  Old  Sngland — I  say  Old  Eng- 
land— I  wish  it  may  not  extend  anTwhere  stM 
— I  hope  it  does  not.  One  thing  it  behoorea 
me  to  say — one  act  of  JnBtioo  it  behooves  me  to 
do — and  I  trust  I  shul  never  refiise  Justice  to 
any  man — up  to  this  tjme,  the  ctndoct  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States— I  mean  prior 
to  his  becoming  Fraident  of  the  nDi't«d  States 
— has  been  sue*  as  no  Southern  man  oonld  take 
ezoeption  to,  in  this  behalf,  at  least — I  restrict 
my  admission  to  that  I  will  go  &rther  in  say- 
big,  that  this  body  has  already  shown,  that  it 
possesses  the  will,  as  well  as  the  power — which 
I  tnut  tt  will  eieroise  on  more  than  that  oooa- 
rion — of  resistiM  influence  within,  and  clamor 
ftom  withont — I  speak  in  reference  to  the 
Treaty  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade  and 
the  Ri^t  of  Search.  Sir,  the  Benste  have  ao- 
qnitted  tltemselves  like  men,  like  Senators,  like 
-oonsoript  fisQiers;  I  hin>e,  as  I  believe,  that 
they  will  never  acquit  themselvei  otherwise — 
"  Be  Just,  and  fbar  not." 

And  now,  sir,  one  word.  I  will  readily  agree 
that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolmaliad 
made  the  motion  to  amend,  I  would  have  ao- 
Oepted  his  modification  with  ^reat  pleasnre,  if 
it  Dad  been  to  this  effect — to  mqnire  officially 
what  proportion  the  black,  the  sambo,  the  mu- 
latto, and  the  mestizo  popnlation,  and  the  pro- 
portion that  the  Indians,  the  mixed,  and  the 
naif-breeds,  of  that  race,  bear,  respectively,  in 
tlioee  States,  to  what  is  oaHad  the  white  popu- 
lation—^or  a  great  deal  of  it,  although  not  the 
nu^or  part,  is  white  popnlation,  whether  Cre- 
oles or  natives  of  Old  Spain.  This  is  an  impor- 
tant thing  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  11, 
therefore,  the  Senate  will  Indttlge  me  in  not 
poshKming  my  resolution,  I  will  so  modify  it  as 
to  obtain  the  thing  hy  the  best  authority  acoes- 
Mble  to  ns. 

Sir,  I  said  yesterday,  that  I  was  very  glad  to 
find  that  this  Proclamation  of  General  Bolivar 
was  denied  by  the  consular  authority  here.  I 
oaid  so  on  the  information  of  a  gentleman, 
Those  information  on  such  snlfjects  I  very 
mnoh  respect,  and  of  whose  accuracy,  in  this 
instance,  I  entertdn  no  doubt ;  but  when  I  said 
so,  I  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  disavowal 
hy  the  consnlar  authority  would  eati^  me, 
when  there  was  a  regular  diplomatic  envoy 
from  that  court  at  onr  court  I  would  foUow 
the  good  role  of  courts  that  I  am  more  conver- 
Bftnt  with — not  to  take  a  worse  proof  when  a 
better  was  within  my  reach ;  therefore  I  shall 
irtdt  with  patience,  and  trust  (wheUier  this 
lesolntion  snail  pass  or  be  rejected)  that  the 
lYesident  will  be  enabled  to  inform  tiiisbodj 
fiiat  Om  pn^r  Spaoif^  American  Hinistei^-I 


don't  know  his  nsme  or  designation ;  I  nerw 
saw  one  of  them  in  my  life — has  disavowed 
this  nvclamation.  That  he  can  disavow  the 
principles,  which,  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  are  of  general  notoriety, 
is  impossible.  But,  nr,  there  Is  a  wide  differ- 
ence oetween  Invading  another  country,  with 
this  proclamation  of  negro  emancipation  in  the 
van,  and  setting  the  slaves  of  thst  eonntry  to 
cutting  their  masters'  throats — by  way  of  mak- 
ing ames  of  them — by  way  of  efibotuallT  in- 
vading and  conquering  the  oonntry — and  doing 
with  them  in  yonr  own  country  whatever  yon. 
please,  however  wild  and  mischievoos — and, 
indeed,  wicked — it  may  be.  If  the  State  of 
Virginia  was,  in  a  moment  of  frenzy,  to  posB 
an  act  of  general  and  isunediate  emancipation 
— that  would  be  one  thing.  If  the  State  (^ 
Virginia — eoppoaing  the  control  of  this  Gor- 
ermnent  to  be  out  of  the  way — should  ^  on  a 
omsade  Into  the  Carolinas  with  these  prmciplea 
befbre  them,  and  the  negroes  bebina  them,  it 
would  be  doing  a  very  different  tiling.  It  ia, 
therefore,  of  importance  tons  to  know,  ofGcial- 
1y,  if  we  can,  wnether  these  provinces  mean  to 
make  use  of  this  instrument  of  revolution  and 
oonquest,  ss  the  French  Convraition  maiB  dae 
of  their  weapons,  their  libertS,  eaaliti,  /rater- 
niti,  sgunst  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  is  <rf  tha 
utmost  importance  that  we  should  know  it  offi- 
cially, althoogh  it  be  a  matter  of  notorioos 
alarm  to  Cuba,  as  I  s^d  yesterday.  Cuba  has 
labored  under  this  apprehennon,  not  withont 
cause,  and  has  taken  means  to  guard  against  it. 
There  Is  another  dronmstance  to  be  taken 
into  our  estimate  of  danger,  whether  on  this 
quarter  or  on  that  of  our  neutrality,  and  that 
i^  the  present  condition  of  these  former  oolo- 
mes  of  8p^ — these  South  American  Stales — • 
whether  it  be  specific  and  neutral,  like  onr 
own,  or,  as  it  notorionsly  is,  belli^rent  Bav« 
they  not  armies  on  foot  and  navies  afloat,  and 
does  this  count  for  nothing  in  the  calculation 
pf  wise  men  and  statesmen,  as  to  what  thej 
may  do,  or  we  msy  suffer  from  powers  so  cir- 
cumstanced? Are  we  to  consider  and  treat 
with  a  country  as  if  in  time  of  peacc^  and  with 
Its  armor  thrown  offi  Are  we  to  con^der 
what  she  even  says,  then,  in  the  same  light 
that  we  would  oouMder  It  in,  when  she  is 
bristled  with  steel,  armed  cap-a-pie  for  warf 
The  two  cases  are  very  diffferant — whereas  they 
are  belli^rent,  the  United  States  are  pamfio — 
every  thmg  is  on  the  peace  establishment — onr 
armor  thrown  aside,  and  onr  attitnde  that  t£ 
the  most  amiable  and  enviable  repose.  The 
United  States  are,  moreover,  not  only  -what 
every  peaceable  people  ought  to  be — neutral; 
but  they  have  a  treaty  of  amity  with  Stiain; 
they  have  a  positive  stipulation  with  Spain  to 
do  no  un-nentral  act.  Does  this,  or  does  it 
not,  affect  the  question  t  It  does.  It  affbcta 
the  question  vitally,  as  affecting  the  capaci^, 
as  well  as  the  diepcnition,  to  act  without  breach 
of  neutral  duty  and  of  faith,  express  as  well  as 
implied.     How  long  is  it  since  onr  nenttKl 
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rigbts  ceased  to  be  dear  to  aat  Bo  they  not 
implf  neatral  dntiea!  How  long  ranee  the 
fyiHi  of  the  Uoited  States  bu  become  so  cheap  ? 
The  warlike  attitude  and  armor  of  these  bel- 
ligerenta  will,  with  every  man  of  sober  Benae, 
ent«r  into  the  calcnlatton  of  their  means  of  en- 
forcing their  principles  of  onivergal  emancipa- 
tion npon  sa,  tbroogh  the  instramentality  of  an 
inva^on  and  servile  war  of  ioBnireotion  in  Oa- 
tft — for,  sir,  a  wi$e  man  will  disregard  threate 
coming  from  a  qoarter  which  has  no  capacity 
to  enforce  them ;  Qiej  indicate  only  a  til^  ma- 
lignity, that  is  best  treated  with  contempt 
Jjiy  man  who  shoold  be  blockhead  enough 
now  to  say,  that  he  would  take  the  President 
of  the  United  States  oat  of  bis  palace  in  the 
dead  of  night,  and  put  him  into  a  boat,  and 
take  bim  down  the  Potomac,  and  ship  b<m  off 
to  a  forelpi  country,  wonld  be  taken  for  a 
moon-stm^  madman.  Yet  he  who  is  said  to 
liave  once  uttered  that  threat,  passed  for  a  man 
of  very  nnoommon  abilitieo.  But  this,  sir,  is  a 
threat  which  the  parties  have  not  only  the  oa- 

C'ty,  as  well  aa  the  dispoaitjon^  but  the  peca- 
eapacity  to  carry  into  execution ;  and  shall 
we  stand  idle?  Shall  we  sit  still,  like  those 
Roman  Senators  who  had  no  other  resonrce, 
"Hi.  President,  until  the  Qauls  shall  come  ij ' 


this  rooDL  and  after  offering  indignity  to  our 
persons,  finish  the  tragedy  with  our  blood  t 
So,  or ;  we  are  not  brooght  to  that  point — the 
oapitol  is  untouched ;  the  sentinels,  it  i«  to  be 
hoped,  ore  vigilant ;  the  God  Terminus  has  not 
gone  back — yes,  air,  he  has  gone  back — he  bos 
given  way,  and,  at  the  veiy  point,  too,  of  weak- 
ness ;  and  he  who  is  now  considered  to  be  the 
light  arm  of  this  administration,  was  the  lond- 
eat  and  fiercest  denonnoer  of  that  retrograde 
movement  and  of  the  conncils  nnder  which  it 
was  made.  I  speak  of  the  ooaaion  on  the 
south-west ;  I  epeak  of  Teias,  of  the  cesdon 
adjacent  to  the  oountiy  known  to  ns  as  Kew 
Uesco ;  of  the  cession  of  the  Upper  Red  Biv- 
er  ;  of  tho  cession  of  the  Gates,  of  the  Keys 
of  New  Orleans ;  and  shall  Lonisiana  support 
tlii*,  whether  it  be  the  man  or  the  meaaore !  I 
hoiwnot.  Tes,sir;  they  have  the  c^tacity  and 
they  have  the  will ;  and,  unless  we  take  some 
st«ps  to  arrest  it,  the  evil  most  come  home  to  yonr 
bosom,  to  mine ;  and  we  must  then  do  what  all 
other  people  do  under  like  circnmstoucea,  never 
fidl  to  do,  or  perish :  for,  sir,  when  things  get 
to  extremea,  the  ink  and  parchment  fail.  It 
will  signify  very  UtUe  what  my  notions,  or 
jonrs,  or  any  other  man's  notiona  may  bo,  of 
the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  or  the 
ri^bt«  of  the  States,  because,  according  to  the 
exigence  of  the  case,  we  shall  act  for  our  self- 

£  reservation :  "  for,  aa  self-preservation  is  in 
idividnals  the  Srst  law  of  nature,  so  it  Is  with 
societies."  The  Bonthem  States  will  look  to 
tfa^  sa&ty  OS  States  and  aa  individuals,  what- 
ever the  ink  and  sheepskin  may  say,  or  be 
nude  to  say ;  whatever  Congress  may  decree. 

If^saidlu*,  R.,  Iwere,whatIamnot — an  acute 
ptdlologer — I  Bhonld  sometimes  amuse  myself 


with  the  manner  in  which  words  slip  from  ihdr 
original  meaninga,  and  come  to  purport  some- 
thing very  different  from  what  anybody  ever  at- 
tached to  them  when  they  first  came  into  tise : 
the  word  sophist  (a  wise  man)  got  so  much  into 
disrepute,  that  philosopher  (a  lover  of  wisdom) 
had  to  supply  its  place;  the  word  lUm-tmt 
meant  what  a  Ubem  means  now ;  that  is,  « 
man  attached  to  enlarged  and  &«e  piinoiple^^ 
a  votary  of  hberty ;  bat  the  libertines  made  so 
ill  a  use  of  their  principlea,  that  the  word  has 
come  (even  since  the  days  of  Shaksnoare)  to  be 
taken  in  a  bad  sense ;  and  Uberat  will  share 
the  same  fate,  I  kar,  if  it  contracts  this  black 
alliance.    There  are  some  other  words,  such  aa 

C'jictpU,  "  eonteienet,"  wbioh  are  also  in  great 
ger.  But  I  am  coming  to  a  word  wnioh 
is  in  the  month  of  every  man  in  this  oonntrj- 
every  day,  and  all  day  long — it  is  Con^-en. 
Why,  sir,  although  this  body,  this  Senate,  be 
indeed,  in  some  sense,  a  Congress  of  deputies 
from  sovereign  States,  yet — the  conatitution  to 
the  contrary  notwithatonding — (for  if  there  is 
any  thing  that  I  find  in  the  constitution  itself 
which  I  deem  not  to  be  true,  I  ahaU  not  scruple 
to  deny  it — or  in  any  bill  of  rights,  or  declare 
tory  act,  or  onywhere  else — wways  eioepting 
the  Bible — because  I  do  not  believe  that  there 
is  any  thing  in  that  book  that  is  not  true — not 
meaning,  however,  to  make  a  confession  of  mj 
faith) — thia  word  Oongress  was  properly  ^h 
plied  to  the  depatiea  first  asHembled  at  Albany, 
to  bring  about  a  closer  colonial  union,  and 
afterwarda  at  Philadelphia,  to  create  a  Confed- 
eracy that  might  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  more  effect  against  the  common  enemy. 
At  first,  she  waa  not  the  oommon  enemy — we 
did  not  so  consider  her,  or  call  her — we  di^ 
indeed,  call  her  our  unkind  mother,  but  we 
professed  the  moat  dutiful  love  for  her,  anA 
only  asked  to  be  treated  on  the  footing  of  her 
other  ohildren.  We  distinguished  hetweai  her 
and  the  unworthy  hands  to  which  she  had 
committed  her  authority—but  avowed  that,  if 
she  would  deny  us  the  rights  which  we  claimed 
as  British  sobjeots,  as  her  le^timate  ohildr^ 
of  voting  away  our  own  money  ^  woold  insisc 
and  persist  to  do  what  we  suffer  every  day  ta 
be  done  here — plunge  her  hands  into  our  pock- 
ets ad  libitum  am  ataon,  da  capo,  for  puiriose* 
utterly  foreign  to  our  interest^— we  shonld  be 
driven,  however  reluotaatiy,  to  redst  her  ii^juB- 


mation  of  a  new  Confederaoy,  and  the  name  is 

endeared  to  every  man  of  the  good  old  thirteen 
States  of  America,  and  is  daaervedly  dear  to 
them  and  to  the  shoota,  the  sdona  that  have 
sprung  from  them — the  other  States ;  and  what 
are  the  other  States  I  Th^  are  bone  of  our 
bone,  and  flesh  of  onrfieah.  This  word  Gongrees^ 
sir,  was  deservedly  dear  to  the  American  peo- 
ple ;  for  out  of  it  grew  their  Confederation  and 
their  Independence ;  and  when  the  new  consti- 
tution was  made,  the  fromers  of  it  were  men 
well  enough  versed  in  human  natuie  to  tatov 
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that  Tor^  were  thlnga,  and  fhe^r  etHed  the 
new  pnject  tlie  OCHigr«M  of  the  United  Statea 
of  America.  It  is  a  Congreas  b/  force  of  the 
constitiittoti,  bat,  to  all  tntenta  and  pnrpoeea,  it 
la  not  a  Ooogress  according  to  the  roeaniiig  of 
the  word  in  the  EngUfh  language.  What, 
then,  ii  it  t  It  is  a  oonrentioii,  or  l^idMoie, 
like  another  proposed  CoDgrew  for  a  oonfeder- 
ftcy.  SnpnoHe  that,  dnring  the  late  war,  every 
State  in  Uie  Union  bed  sent  a  depntation,  aa 
Kr.  Jefferson  bad  said— to  "  the  Hartford  Na- 
tion " — it  would  have  been  a  Oongrew,  sach  as 
we  are  now  inrited  to.  Bnppoee,  now,  nnder 
^o  oonaldtatioa,  a  conventdon,  to  be  got  up  to 
amend  the  oonMJtalion,  according  to  ita  provi- 
idona  in  article  five,  will  it  not  be  what  the  oon- 
stdtation  declarea  it  to  be — a  convention — a  com- 
ing together  of  States  for  partionlar  pnrposea  t 
Kow,  sir,  in  reference  to  that  on  which  mj 
remlnlion  bean :  snppoae  that,  dnring  the  last 
war,  France,  or  any  other  nentral  power — 
France  was  not  a  nentral  power — an;  nentral 
power,  If  aiioh  oonid  have  been  foond — had 
sent  depntdea  to  onr  Ooi^reee  at  Hartford,  for 
pnrpoaes  oertainlj  not  of  embarraseing,  mnoh 
leea  endangering,  the  Union,  but  of  giving  force 
and  effeot~flicn  I  onderstood  to  have  b^n  tJie 
aTowed  motive  of  that  meeting— to  the  war^ 
conld  Qtey  have  ahown  anthoritf  iroat  their 
Govemments  for  ao  doing!  would  tbej'  not 
have  partaken  of  ;onr  belligerent  nature  and 
character  t  I  go  farther,  and  aa;,  that,  in  a 
Congress  of  States,  It  is  a  Terr  atrange  sort  of 
bargain  that  the  Oongreaa  shoiUd  be  oouatitnted 
b;  depatieg  ^m  each  of  ita  States,  and  that 
we  twenty-foQT  States  ahonld  be  repreeentad  b; 
depntiea  onl;  from  the  aggregate  bod;  of 
Statea.  If  we  are  to  go,  let  u«  go,  the  Bepre- 
Bentativee  of  all  the  States;  let  each  of  onr 
Statee  be  represented  as  well  as  their  States; 
and  wh;  nott  Thia  ia  the  fact^-the;,  aa  a 
Spanish  American  Confederation,  are  one  bod; 
politic ;  we,  aa  a  Korth  American  Confederaoj, 
are  another,  "Who  ever  heard  of  a  Congreas 
of  JOnisters  from  two  GOTemmenta  I  No,  air, 
I  ahonld  as  aoon  expect  to  hear  of  a  concert  of 
two  inatmmenta;  we  might  baveadnet;  bnt 
who  ever  heard  of  a  Congreas  where  there 
were  onl;  two  parties  t  We  nave  a  treat;  with 
Great  Britwn  that  makes  spedal  proviaion  for 
an  umpire  to  decide  in  certdn  cases  of  differ- 
^ce.  Out  umpire  ia  dead — he  does  not  aleep, 
he  is  dead — and  bis  death  will  constitnte  to  an; 
man  who  oan  and  will  look  before  aa  well  as 
after — who  is  not  engroesed  with  the  present — 
and  that  with  his  own  advancement — ^  conaid- 
eration  that  will  make  him  pause  before  he 
does  an;  thing  that  might  influence,  directl;  or 
indirectVi  t^«  peace,  the  eafel;,  the  neutralit;. 


be  placed,  we  shall  find  it  no  easj  matter  to 
preserve  without  an;  foreign  entanglements. 

Ur.  Fox  waa  a  statesman ;  he  waa  not  onl; 
an  orator,  oonfeasedl;  the  first  debater  that 
tlw  world  erer  aaw,  but  a  stateemao,   I  am  one 


of  those  who  think  that  thta  world  has  be«n 
much  injured  br  Pariiamentar;  eloquence ;  bj 
a  false  notion,  ttiat  ability  ot  this  sort  is  a  n»- 
oessar;  qualification fbr Government;  and  Eng- 
land to  her  d;ing  dar — if  she  ever  does  die — 
will  repent  her  of  the  dialectics  of  Mr,  Pitt 
He  waa  admirabl;  qnalified  for  a  Professor  of 
Rhetoric ;  he  wonla  have  filled  that  chair  well 
at  Cambridge — I  do  not  mean  Csntabrigia 
NoY-Anglomm,  bnt  Cambridge  in  Old  En^and 
— bnt  as  a  Uinister,  his  great  messores  aSi 
fiuled.  He  was,  indeed,  a  most  expert  Radia- 
tor on  the  floor  of  Fartiament — a  good  Falinn- 
ms  in  smooth  water — bnt  he^  too,  must  be  a 
soldier,  and  from  that  da;,  aa  to  his  measorea, 
the;  eTer;  one  &iled ;  and  Ma  friend  and  ad- 
mirer, Ur.  Windham,  aasigna  their  ^ure  in 
instifloation  of  his  vot«  of  a  refdsal  to  mut 


counts  for  something  sa  it  ought  to  do — on  the 
groond  that  public  funerals  and  monuments 
should  never  be  erected  except  to  emine&tlT 
meee^ful  atateamen,  Kenerals,  or  admirala,  not 
to  the  defeated— and  uie  pnblic  funeral  and  the 
monument  of  Pitt,  Hr.  Windham,  with  hia 
maul;  independence  and  sagacity  of  character, 
was  nnwillmg  to  pa;  for — Qi«  oiA  not  gmdge 
the  mone;— 4hat  was  another  conaiderstioQ — 
he  voted  to  pa;  the  debt*  of  Pitt)— and  that 
funeral  and  monument  voted  to  die  defeated 
statesman— the  monnment  to  the  pilot  that  did 
not  weather  the  storm — was  the  loremnner  of 
the  monnment  voted  to  General  Pakenham  for 
hi*  glorious  attack  on  fTew  Orleans.  This  is 
the  wa;  to  render  that  cheap  and  worthlee& 
wMch  is  above  all  price ;  that  which  indeed 
ma;  well  be  called  the  dieap  defence  of  no- 
tions. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  speaking  of  the  histoir  of 
Jsmes  the  Second  and  Chsiies  the  Second,  that 
of  all  Oovemmenta  in  the  world,  restarati(m8 
were  the  worst :  he  applied  it  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  House  of  Stnart,  not  ai^nst  the 
consent  of  the  people — but  b;  general  acclama- 
tion, which  soon  led  to  aa  gen<^  a  vote  of  ei- 
pulaion,  of  that  miwuided,  unteachable,  bigot 
race.  The  House  of  Bourbon,  restored  h;  fer- 
ei^  ba;onets,  forced  npon  France  against  the 
wishes  of  a  large  m^orit;  of  her  people,  waa 
not  then  an  example  to  which  the  illnstrioas 
historian  could  have  referred — a  ;et  stronger 
proof  of  the  tmth  and  sagacitj  of  that  wonder- 
ful man.  There  is,  sud  !&.  R.,  anotber  restora- 
tion of  anoOier  illustrions  house — I  push  th* 
EaraUel  no  farther — bj  what  means  it  has  beoi 
ronght  back  npon  us,  I  shall  not  tiow  stop  to 
inquire,  though  in  m;  heart  and  conscience  I 
believe  the  sceptre  having  been  clutched,  this 
is  the  last  four  ;e8ra  of  ttie  Administratiwi  of 
the  father,  renewed  in  the  person  of  the  aaa. 
I  am  not  aftaid  of  the  re-enactment  o»  the  ae- 
dition  law — no,  not  at  all.  One  of  our  dipto- 
matists  said,  in  Paris,  I  think,  speaking  of  their 
Protean  vexations  of  our  commerce,  that  the 
mode  on];,  not  the  n 
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it  b  bera-^or  old  fedenlimt,  wa  bsve  ultra 
fedcmlliiro  I  do  not  ipeak  in  the  flitnre,  bnt  in 
tbe  plvt  fNom  p«ift^it»,  in  the  preterplnper- 
ibot  tenw. 

But,  >ir,  I  ilull  be  told,  perlufw,  that  there 
is  0DI7  B  MMNlmrf  ir«r  between  Bpain  and  thew 
bclH^reute— tbat  there  is  notbing  else — a  war 
of  name— and  that  ^atn  la  unable  anr  longw 
to  wag  a  finger — to  lue  a  familiar  phrase— or 
•07  tiling  bnt  her  tongm  in  the  contest.  If 
that  be  the  oondiliiai  m  ^tin,  1^  what  arRn- 
menta  can  kingcraft  and  priestcraft  be  prevailed 
on  to  renonnea  tUs  nominal  oUm,  which  will, 
like  some  others,  keep  oold  until  the  obqttw  of 
oooidenta  m^  realin  it  Did  FhUtp  the  Seo- 
ood  ever  reeogidae  ttie  Independence  <tf  tbe 
Patch,  the  illnsCriona  anoealors  of  m7  fiiend 
[Hr.  VMM  Sunn]  cm  mj  left,  when  tut  inde- 
pendemM  was  more  flrmlr  eaCabliabed  than  Us 
ownt  No,  sii^— Spain  is  made  of  sterner  BttiC 
Trace  after  brace  waa  patched  np  without  anj 
■Doh  reoognmcn— and  the7  were  Hm  tmitea 
JVmjmm^  and  so  remained  till  tbe  Fienoh  gare 
the  001^  de  graet  by  the  true  fraternal  hog. 
What,  At,  was  tbe  condition  of  the  war  be- 
tween England  and  France  a  little  while  ago — 
one  not  having  a  aUp  at  sea,  except  a  fbwlHg- 
ateo,  wUch  she  emfdt^ed  In  bnmuig  onr  shipe 
in  a  tHoidlj  waj,  so  aa  to  lodnoe  tia  to  Jtdn  in 
Tffi*'t"g  a  diverdra  in  ^  of  hta  cmaade  against 
Kmoow— frun  wMoh  I  hope  we  shall  take 
wamiiig:  for  that  attempt  was  not  only  pland- 
Ue^  bat  promised  soooese— was  qnite  nraotioa- 
ble,  oompared  with  tbe  cmsade  to  whiim  I  have 
alloded— and  Bn^""!  had  not  a  man.  at  the 
time  I  speak  of^  after  the  battle  of  Jena,  inarms 
oa  her  side,  00  the  cODtinent  of  Europe— not 
one  man  *,  and  there  th^  stood,  a  complete  n<»i- 
GODdootor  interposed  between  them,  except  the 
trnited  States,  who  raotived  the  blowa  of  both  I 

Bnt,  thongh  tliat  war  waa  for  a  long  time  lit- 
tie  ^se  bnt  a  sw^ension  of  anna,  from  the  ina- 
bUitr  of  each  to  attjuk  on  the  other'a  element 
—was  it  n<nsinal— was  it  war  l^e  a  peace,  or 
«vea  a  PMce  like  a  war,  as  was  said  ot  Ami- 
enat  Ob,  do— old  En^and  bad  naOed  the 
colors  to  the  msat;  she  had  determined  to  go 
down  rather  than  give  np  tbe  ship,  ^e  wiselr 
■ftw  no  safe^  for  fier  in  what  might  be  called 


adorion 

nd  it  is  that  i^i— itls  not  thews,  muscle— 
tboo^  I  have  tbe  greatest  respect  for  the  an- 
thority  of  the  gentienutn  tma  Kentnc^  QLc. 
BowAK)-^t  is  not  brMMi  it  is  that  spirit  which 
gives  hh  to  eveiy  nattim — that  apirit  which 
«aiTiea  %  man,  however  foebl&  through  conflicts 
with  giants,  CMnpaied  to  mm  in  point  of 
strength,  honorablj^  triumphantly.  Sir,  I  con* 
rider  the  late  confflot  between  En^and  and 
rranoe— En^and  against  tbe  oongr^ated  coo- 
tinent  of  Eun»e— to  etj  nothing  oi  any  other 
Biake-wei^ts  in  the  scale — oonfldent  andast  a 
world  tn  anus—as  fiv  surpassing,  in  soDlimi^ 
of  exampl<^  the  leaadoasness  M  pnrpoae  oS 
Bome  dnring  the  aeoond  Pmiio  war,  sa  that 
•Dipasses  aD7  of  onr  bmons  Indian  waia  and 


expeditjonsi  It  is  a  lesscm  of  the  constancy  of 
the  human  miud,  which  ought  never  to  be 
thrown  away ;  and  I  have  someUmeB  been  in- 
clined to  believe  that  it  has  done  that  naticD 
more  (^ood  than— I  know  I  make  a  dangerous 
admission — than  the  debt  accumulated  by  the 
war  has  done  her  barm.  Bnt  when  we  look  at 
her  present  condition  under  the  operation  vt 
that  system,  I  think  we  shall  pause,  as  she 
might  have  done,  before  we  take  any  measures 
that  may  lead  to  a  eospennon  of  specie  pay- 
ments, to  the  dissolution  of  all  law.  and  of  all 
morals;  to  that  state  of  things  wiiich  places 
the  honest  man  not  merely  on  a  fbotJng  with 
the  dishonesty  bnt  tax  below  him. 

But,  At,  perb^w  I  may  be  told,  that  in  ease 
I  do  not  accede  to  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tieman  frrai  South  OanMlna,  the  answer  is  ver; 
{dua  and  trinn»)bant  to  my  resolution.  That 
the  prindples  of  these  Bontfa  Amerioaa  States 
are  the  pnnciples  tiiat  were  of  high  authority 
on  another  great  question— tiie  lussouri  ques- 
tion— are  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  f£ 
Independence.  What  more  will  yon  have,  what 
more  can  yon  ask  t  What  resoaroe  have  you 
now  left  t  Sir,  my  only  objection  is,  that  these 
prindples,  poshed  to  their  extreme  consequen- 
ces— uiat  all  men  ore  bom  free  and  eqnal — I 
can  never  assent  to,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons, 
because  it  is  not  true ;  and  sa  I  cannot  agree  to 
the  intrinsic  meaning  of  the  word  Oongresti, 
though  sanctitmed  by  the  Oocstitation  cd  the 
Uidted  States,  so  neither  can  I  agree  to  a 
&ls«Aood,  and  a  most  pernicious  Eslsehood, 
even  thongh  I  flnd  it  in  the  Declarstico  of 
Independence,  which  has  been  set  up,  on  tbe 
Missouri  and  other  questions,  as  paramount  to 
the  ocmstitution.  I  say  pernicious  falsehood — 
it  must  b&  if  true,  eelf-evident :  for  it  is  inca- 
pable of  demmstration ;  and  there  are  thon- 
saods  and  tens  of  thousands  of  them  that  mis- 
lead the  great  tnlgar  as  well  as  the  smalL 
There  az^  some  in  bald  Latin,  such  aaprinwpia 
)les  not  mta—tkat  soonds 


quite  antithetical  and  quabit,  and  is  quite  tak- 
ing with  stmM  folks— but  what  are  prindples 
without  men.  any  more  than  men  without  prin- 
ciplee  t  and  how  can  yon  t«U  the  principles  of 
the  man  until  you  are  shown  the  man  of  the 
principles !  Bat  this  and  snoh  like  conceits  are 
given  over  and  again  in  toasts  and  sentiments, 
until  the  people  at  last  come  to  believe  that 
there  is  someUiing  in  them  beeides  a  clinch  of 
words.  What  would  be  said  to  a  proposition 
Just  about  as  tme  and  sensible  as  thisprinMpta 
non  hommt*,  aonoonoed  in  these  words :  "  'Lvfi, 
not  women" — worth  Jnat  as  much  as  your 
principles,  not  men.  There  is  another,  which, 
taken  fhan  a  diflbrent  source,  I  sball  q>eak  « 
aaltrastlsball  always  feel,  with  reverence— 
I  mean  fUth  without  works,  as  tbe  means  of 
salvation.  All  these  great  podtaons,  that  all 
men  are  bom  equally  1^^  and  fititii  without 
worlu,  are  in  a  certain  aense,  in  whtdi  they  are 
hardly  ever  received  by  the  multitude,  true; 
but  in  another  sense,  la  whidt  tliey  ara  almoab 
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IiiT&iiablT'  received  by  nineteen  out  of  twenty, 
Uiey  ore  false  and  pemicioiiB,  I  hope  I  am  nn- 
deratood,  ur.  The  prinoiplea,  to  b«  eon,  are 
what  make  the  man;  bot  7011  most  see  the 
man,  to  be  a  Judge  ol  hu  principles ;  ;dd  mnat 
know  Uie  man ;  it  is  not  Ids  making  a  profea- 
■ion  of  faith,  political  or  religioiu — jaa  mjuit 
know  hia  conduct — tbistlea  do  not  prodnce  figs ; 
■0,  edr,  it  ia  imposdble  that  weak,  wicked,  or 
bad  pablio  counsels  can  proceed  £rom  a  man  of 
good  pnblio  priodplM :  80  it  it  as  it  regards 
works  and  Mth  1  there  is  no  qnestion  in  the 
minds  of  nineteen  ont  of  twenty  Ohristlwta, 
that  it  is  Qxe  futh  and  not  the  works  tiiat  tbej 
are  to  be  indebted  to — and  they  are  in  fact  so 
&r  right ;  bnt  theo  tbey  forget  that  Uie  works 
coiutitnte  the  only  competent  evidence  of  faith ; 
and  that  with  a  bad  life  there  is  no  tme  taith ; 
yet  Christians  go  on  tearing  one  another  to 
pieoea  about  these  things,  and  yet  m^  find,  if 
they  will  but  take  the  trouble  to  consider,  that 
they  have  been  all  along  beating  the  air  and 
diq)ntiiig  aboot  terms,  except  sni^i  as  are  stalct 
pT«d«BtinBiiaaa  and  Bucb  as  believe  in  works  of 
S(q>ererogBt3on — Uiat  tiiey  can  bny  a  plaoe  in 
tkMven,  and  fipare  a  little  to  a  Mend  to  help 
him  in  his  purchase.  In  r^;ard  to  this  princi- 
ple, that  all  are  born  free  and  equal,  if  t^ere  is 
an  animal  on  earth  to  which  it  does  not  apply 
— (luU  is  not  bom  free,  it  is  man — be  is  bom  in 
a  state  of  the  most  atijeot  want,  and  a  state  of 
perfect  helpleesnees  and  ignorance,  which  is  the 
fonndation  of  the  oonnnbial  tie.  I  have  heard 
It  lamented  elsewhere,  that  the  complainant 
was  bom  to  in&ncy ;  bat  that  ia  only  tJie  com- 
mon lot  of  all  men,  except  the  first  man ;  and  I 
bdieve  the  echoolmen  ware  aa  well  employed 
in  dispnting,  ae  Hndibras  tells  as  Hiey  were  in 
hia  d^,  wnetber  any  rigns  of  the  Umbilicos 
were  fonnd  about  Adutt,  as  they  have  been  in 
tU^nting  ttiia  nice  distinotitm^withant  a  differ- 
ence in  practice,  of  fiuth  wKiont  works.  I 
have  heard  it  laoiented  by  tlie  same  person  that 
he  was  bora  to  indigence,  bnt  none  of  ns  bring 
any  thing  more  into  the  world  (not  even  the 
breath  of  onr  nostrils)  than  we  carry  ont  of  it 
— and  as  to  ignorance,  Locke  says  thiU:  we  bring 
no  innate  ideas  with  ns  into  tiie  world;  it  is 
true,  bat  inon  is  bom  with  certun  capadtiee — 
which  assome  the  impression,  that  mt^  be  pv- 
en  by  education  and  ciromnstances ;  but  the 
mathematician  and  the  astronomer,  who  of  ail 
men  on  earth  are  the  most  unsafe  in  affairs  of  gov- 
ernment and  common  life — who  shoold  eur  that 
all  the  soil  in  the  world  is  equally  ritm,  the 
first-rate  land  in  Kentncky  and  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland,  becanse  the  superficial  content  of 
the  acre  is  Uie  same,  wooid  be  jost  as  right,  as 
he  who  should  maintein  the  absolute  eqnajity 
of  man  in  virtne  of  his  birth.  The  ricketty 
and  Borofnlous  littie  wretch  that  first  seea  tlie 


vital  ur,  is  not  aqnal  in  any  respect  to  the  rud- 
dy oflkpring  of  the  honest  yeoman ;  nay,  I  will 
go  faruer,  and  say  that  a  prince,  provided  he 


is  no  better  bom  than  Uood  royal  will  mnka 
him,  is  not  equal  to  the  healthy  Km  of  a 


We  know  that  this  oonstitatdon  is  a  eonali- 
tation  of  compromise,  of  compact,  between 
States.  It  is  a  compact  between  St^ea,  which 
acknowledgee  the  n^^ta  of  the  master  over  hia 
negro  alave,  in  torms,  to  be  sure,  somewhat 
aqaeamiah  as  to  words.  I  may  be  told  that  the 
word  ia  not  in  the  oonstitntion.  I  care  not  a 
farthing  whether  tiie  word  1*  in  the  cmstiCii- 
tion  or  not ;  not  only  the  existeoee  of  negm 
dsveiy.bnt  the  slave  tr«de  ilseU;  fbr  a  United 
times  waa  secured  nnder  the  panopty  of  the  ' 
oonstitatiou — and  tlkonsands  were  brought,  un- 
der that  guarantM,  into  the  ports  of  Charieaton 
and  Savannah,  and  sold  as  slaves,  and  their 
progeny  will  be  sUvee  ad  M^itufn,  unlMs 
the  States  of  Georgia  and  South  OaroUns  shall, 
in  their  soverei^  ot^tacitiea,  choose  to  deoee 
the  oonbvry.  Did  Booth  Oarolina  etiokie  for 
the  trade  in  slaves,  as  she  had  a  right  to  do, 
and  with  the  ^d  of  Oonneotimtt  e^iedally, 
carry  ber  point  until  1808;  and  were  the 
Southnu  ttua  so  indbUj  stupid  as  to  take  no 
sscurity  for  thmr  sbves  already  here,  or  that 
might  DC  brought  hi  under  the  "first  clause  cf 
the  Mh  section  <rf  the  1st  article  "  of  the  cc»- 
■titntion,  which  wss  unalterable,  even  by  the 
mode  prcMribed  by  the  oonstitntion  in  other 
caaea,  until  Uiat  time  t  And  even  if  they  hsd 
been  so  nngoaided,  what  would  the  eanu  emk- 
lui  prove  but  that,  the  ccmstitntion  being  alent 
Oongress  have  no  power  over  the  sul^ect  t  If 
these  things  are  not  recognized  by  the  book,  let 
me  put  a  oaaa,  and  it  is  a  qnestion  for  the  court 
Mow.*  Nothing  too  bard  for  them.  Bn)^po»- 
iw  that  an  African  should  sue  for  his  liber^-^ 
i^ere  t  In  the  Meral  court ;  w^— is  he  a  dtr 
iien  f  No.  Is  he  an  alien  t  So.  Is  he  of  a 
difibreot  Statofitmi  his  master)  No;  nothing 
of  all  this;  but  is  it  not  "  a  case  ariaing  under 
the  oonstitntion  I "  Will  not  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  dutch  it—con  thsy  rrfnse  Jnrisdictioa) 
b  there  a  man  cm  that  bench  who  for  one  in* 
stant — I  am  pnttlng  a  supposititious  case — a  case 
bting  brought  in  the  last  resoK  to  that  tribunal 
— is  there  a  jadge  there  or  anywhere  else,  who 
wonld,  for  one  instant,  listen  to  counsel,  who 
should  rely  upon  the  Dedaratdon  of  Independ- 
ence, or  any  other  &n&ronade  (rf  abstractions, 
as  paramonnt  law — paramount  to  the  ootutitu* 


don  of  the  Senate,  f  have  long  thought  that  I 
could  discern,  even  in  that  paper  [the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence]  rather  more  of  the  pro- 
fessor of  a  imiversity  than  the  langna^  of  an 
old  statesman ;  wtu^  I  have  discerned  in  other 
State  p^>ers  I  shall  not  now  say.  Bnt  I  will 
now,  vritb  the  liberty  of  the  Senate,  relieve 
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them  from  mj  todiou  talk,  by  naming  ul  an- 
tiioritT  from  tbia  book  [taUng  np  a  roliune  t^ 
BnrWB  works]  which  is  pat  to  m^pnrpoae.  It 
b  on  the  subject  of  aojr  mao  of  senae  suffering 
Umadf  to  be  led  nrkj  from  the  ease  before 
him,  to  Irard  out  of  the  i«eotd  of  oommm 
■enaa,  into  the  maset  of  abstraetioiL 

"I  nerer  govern  mjaalf-^io  rational  man 
vrer  did  ganm  himaelf  by  abstractiona  and 
nnivenala.  I  do  not  put  abatraot  Ideaa  wholly 
out  of  any  qneetjon,  beoanae  I  wdl  know  that, 
snder  that  name,  I  should  dismlM  piindplee ; 
and  that,  without  the  guide  and  li^t  of  aouud, 
wdl-understood  printdplea,  all  reaaoolng  in  pol- 
iticA,  aa  in  every  thing  elae^  would  be  only  a 
oonftased  JmnUa  of  particnlar  &ota  and  detaila, 
without  die  meana  of  drawing  oat  any  sort  of 
tlieoretioal  or  practioal  oondnaon.  The  statea- 
man  diffirs  from  the  profeaaor  of  a  univwri^ 
— dta  latter  has  only  the  general  view  of  aooi- 
,  tbe  fiMmer  (the  rtatewnan)  faaa  a  number 
dronnutanoea  to  oombine  witti  those  ^- 
oebI  ideas,  and  to  take  into  his  oonMderation, 
Oinrnmstanees  ore  infinite,  ara  infinite^  oon- 
bined — are  variable  and  tranrient;  he  who 
doee  not  take  them  into  ocmaideration,  ia  not 


T. 


metaphj .  ^-   - 

itfif™"'",  never  tosiiig  si^t  of  princ^ka,  ts  to 
b«  guided  by  orounutanoea;  and,  judging  oon- 
trs^  to  the  exigenolea  of  the  moment,  he  may 
rain  hia  oonntiT  fitrever."  But,  s^  Mr,  R., 
bow  is  it  with  the  pro&ssort  In  tJw  next  edi- 
Ijmi  of  Us  book,  or  in  the  refatation  of  his  ad- 
versary, all  the  misohief  that  he  has  done  may 
be  nndone  and  oorreoted.  fint  when  this  same 
professor  beoomee  a  statesman  t  If  yon  want 
to  know  the  efi^  of  Us  metwhynoal  mad- 
neea,  look  to  the  history  of  the  iMnoh  Bevolu- 
tion,  and  the  undoing  of  the  country — look  to 
UieliiBtory  of  such  men  as  Oondorost  and  Bris- 
sot,  and  mrabeao — men  of  good  intentioni^  of 
learning,  and  geaiaa-^uiC  tost  I  count  lCr»- 
boftU  among  the  good  men  of  that  Kevolntlon : 
batliifhyettewBaoneofthem.  What  waa  die 
ooosaquenee  of  this  not  stopping  to  ^1^  with 
the  imprescriptible  rights  of  man,  in  the  ab- 
Btraott  It  is  that  they  have  now  rail  letsure  to 
meditate  on  the  imprescriptible  rights  at  their 
king  in  tha  ocmorete ;  that  Is  the  resolt  of  d^ 
Totednees  to  abstract  polities— of  their  manage- 
manfr—look  at  it  in  Hayti  and  everywhere— I 
would  say,  if  I  wss  not  afraid  of  bebig  consid- 
ered as  treating  this  snbjeot  too  lightly,  which 
liM  heavy  on  my  hcart-^ook  at  tbe  fimoas 
academy  of  Lagado,  and  yon  will  have  a  pretty 
fair  Hiedmen  of  a  oountiT  governed  by  mathe- 
matWf"*  and  star-gacers,  from  light-houses  in 
tbe  sky.  It  Is  moarnfbt  white  It  is  lodlcrona, 
I  have  seen  men  who  ooold  not  write  a  book, 
or  even  make  a  speech — bubi  who  could  not 
even  spell  this  ftmoos  word  Omignas— (they 
q>eUed  it  with  a  K] — who  had  won  practical 
aense  and  were  more  tiiistwortiiy,  as  states- 
men, or  generals,  than  any  mathemalidan,  mj 
Batoralist,  or  any  literati,  imder  Hie  stu. 


Sir,  as  a  natural  death  ia  preferable  to  a 
death  soperindnoed  by  the  lavish  me  of  ohemi* 
cal  and  mineral  poisons— so,  in  my  hnmbla 
judgment,  at  least,  a  natural  fool  ia  preferable 
to  a  fool  teettndum  artaia — he  is  the  least  dan- 
gerous animal  of  the  two — at  least,  not  hav 
uiK  been  deeply  cultivated,  like  other  shallow 
sous,  what  litde  mother-wit  is  in  him  is  not 
tuned  up  by  some  new  patent  plooah,  and 
buried  beneadi  the  sand,  never  to  give  birth  to 
vwetation  more;  whereas,  the  over-educated 
fool  never  dreams  that,  with  all  hia  learning 
and  aoqnirementa,  he  is  bat  a  greater  fool  than 
ever.  We,  of  the  cotton  country,  sir,  know 
that  deep  culdvadon  ia  fatal  to  shallow  soils. 
Some  of  these  wise  men  have  discovered  that 
a  whale  is  not  a  fish,  bat  we  have  not,  there- 
fore, altered  the  phraseolc^y  of  the  laws  relsti- 
tug  to  the  whale  fishery,  beoaose  mie  of  our 
oognocmd  has  tbnnd  out  that  a  whale  ia  no  fish 
at  all,  and  haa  not,  as  &r  aa  I  know,  told  ns 
what  to  call  it ;  and  the  hardy  seamen  of  Mar- 
blAead  and  Owe  Ann,  who  have  stood  by  Tsa, 
and  by  whom  I  will  stand,  no  wiser  than  tha 
Oongreaa,  for  all  their  schooling,  will  persist  in 
tajVmg  of  their  good  or  bad  fishing,  and  of 
tb^fiaving  taken  so  many  ifs^ 

ffir,  we  have  a  military  aonool,  and  we  are  to 
have  a  naval  school— I  should  not  like  to  see 
the  expMimait  tried— hut,  air,  it  would  be  a 
good  subject  fiv  a  bet,  (^at  that  a  bet  is  a 
pn^er  saUeat  to  be  named  here,)  but  it  would 
be  a  mod  thing— I  would  take  some  rou(^ 
Ifntnairhuffi'ttn  or  Nantucket,  or  Uune  wd 
Sandahook,  or  a  New  Hampshire  aeaman — 
snoh  a  man  as  Isaac  Hull,  and  pit  him  against 
nny  man  coming  from  a  naval  audemy.  if  we 
had  an  army  of  cadets,  if  they  came  aoroaa 
such  a  man  aa  JaoksOD,  or  Morgan,  or  such  self- 
tanght  men,  their  dlaerama  at  West  Point 
would  stand  them  in  little  stead  in  time  of  ao- 
titoL  We  most  at  last  oome  down  from  our 
stilta— we  must  agree  to  be  what  the  ftthers  dl 
the  oonstitndon,  the  jMter  palrUg,  made  us  to 
be,  the  good  oA  United  States,  oowiing  the 


anees,  hdy  or  unholy,  Qntk  or  barbarian ; 
above  all,  not  departing^  under  the  idea  of  a 
forrign  mlstdon,  o{  sending  to  England  or 
France^  or  to  the  Oongreaa  of  Verona,  mini»- 
ters  to  diange  our  whole  policy,  and  perhaps 
onr  very  form  of  sovemment — departing,  fun- 
damentally, from  the  principles  of  tbe  constitu- 
tion. The  manner  in  which  any  change  is  to 
be  made  in  our  articlea  of  onion  and  oomeder^ 
tion,  ia  already  provided  for  in  the  oonatitndon 
itself— in  ardcle  fiflh.  The  constitntion  haa 
provided  that,  whenever  these  confederated 
States  shall  see  cause  to  use  them — means  by 
which  this  Instrunent  shall  be  changed,  always 
savuig,  nnljl  1808,  the  clause  seonring  tne  slave 
trade  and  capitation  tax  from  any  alteratiwa 
until  that  time.  If  we  ohoose  to  go  into  com- 
mon alliance  with  the  South  American  States, 
or  with  the  State  of  Hoj^  or  the  Stitea  of 
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Barbara— (Algton,  too,  is  «  BepabUe) — v 
baTO  a  right  to  do  It— uie  States,  and  tli«  peo- 
ple of  the  StatM,  are  not  in  papUage — thej  are 
tui  jarit—tiiej  have  a  right  to  beotuae  partiea 
to  the  H0I7  Alliance  to-morrow ;  hot  how  f 
agreeably  to  the  provinona  of  tbit  little  bo<A, 
if  tbej  please— bat  tfaej  do  not  please ;  and, 
above  all  thejr  will  not  please  they  will  not 
please  to  have  that  ohanse  made,  not  aooording 
to  the  rules  established  by  themselves,  but  by 
the  «M  vol^,  the  *ie  jui«w,  the  §tat  pro  ratitns 
wlttntoi,  of  any  man,  however  biga  in  office, 
l>j  the  instnunentality,  and  under  the  color  of 
fitting  out  a  foreign  mission  for  any  Oongresa 
orOnifederaoyontheEsaeif  Aeeorth.  xWe 
Is  a  regnlar  otmstitntional  mode  in  which  these 
things  are  properly  to  be  done ;  there  is  a  r^- 
nlar  oonstitnbond  mode  hj  which,  if  yoa 
please,  every  negro  in  the  United  States  m^ 
be  set  free ;  beoanse  the  Sootbein  Btatea  have, 
each  for  herself  the  right  if  they  please ;  bat 
tltey  dont  please ;  and  they  as  Utue  i^ease  to 
do  It  by  a  law  of  their  own  making,  as  to  have 
it  doDB  by  measnree  that  tend  to  a  ftmdamental 
ohaoge  In  the  oripnal  compact  between  ti>em 
as  States ;  by  going  into  jomt  stock  companies 
with  any  other  States  whatever,  except  mioh  as 
we  may  choose  to  create  ont  of  onr  own  terri- 
tory— oQt  of  that  which  was  part  of  the  Kood 
old  United  States,  or  out  of  the  territory  waioh 
the  United  States  have  acquired  by  treaty  with 
foreign  powers. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  i^  in  the  oonrfe  of  tlie  very 
tediong  and  desoltory  remarks— more  tedions 
even  to  me  than  they  appear  to  iiave  been  to 
Ute  Senatfr— which  I  have  mbmitted,  I  may 
have  let  drop  any  nnwaiy  or  mifoonded  ezprea- 
rion  in  r^ieroooe  to  any  Individnal,  partiealarly 
any  trans-Atlantio  individual,  I  hMM  to  be  pet^ 
mttted  to  take  the  fiill  benefit  of  all  the  qualifi- 
cations which  a  man  of  honca-  never  &ils  vol- 
nntarily  to  nve  to  any  rash  or  barah  expres- 
sion, dropped  in  beat  of  blood,  however  fonnded 
In  fkct,  and  which  be  is  psrticnlarly  anxious 
always  to  give  to  men  who  are  emphatically 
men  of  peace.  I  most  be  permitted  to  aay, 
that  there  exists,  in  the  nature  of  man,  ai  mo, 
ab  origin*,  of  degraded  and  fallen  man-rfor  the 
flnrt-bom  was  a  murderer — a  dispo^tion  to  es- 
oq>e  from  our  own  proper  datdes,  to  nndratake 
the  duties  of  somebi^,  or  anybody  else. 
There  exists  a  disposition,  not  to  do  as  our 
good  old  Oateobism  teaches  ns  to  do — to  fulfil 
our  dnty  in  that  station  to  which  !t  has  pleased 
God  to  call  us.  No,  sir;  it  is  obsolete  and 
worm-eaten — we  must  innst  upon  going  to  take 
upon  oUTKlves  the  situation  and  office  of  some 
one  rise,  to  which  it  has  not  pleased  God  to 
csU  u«— of  the  Hindoos  and  the  Otaheitan ;  of 
anybody  or  any  thing  but  onr  own  proper 
busmess  M>d  families ;  and  these  very  amiable 
--4at  such  Uiey  are— these  ve^  pious  men — 
for  sack  I  believe  them  to  be— I  dont  mean  all 
of  that  ocnmectioDr— but  I  mean  the  men  whom 
I  particidariy  have  named  or  indicated— are  led 
■wfty  bj  this  s^-delu^n,  aided  by  the  infla- 


woe  of  Ota  martl  atmost^iera  of  Ltffldco, 
whioh  no  man  can  breathe  with  impmutr — 
man  <tf  ahstnetkm  and  visionary  eharMtac 
mnre  e^eoial^.  Let  me  be  mideratood — the 
phyrioal  atmospbcm  (4  Lcad<n  is  ^  suob  a 


._. .  stir,  the  bastic^  the  ol{}eeta 

MOtinnaUy  »'"'"c'"c  be£»e  the  qres— the  poise 
of  life  Is  so  haUtnally  stimnlated— that  the 
best-tn«d  physlciaiu  have  agreed  that  the  dia- 
eaaes  which  impoiondj  require  dqtletioD  in 
the  country,  will  not  beartiiat  practice  in  town 
— that  it  cannot  be  safely  followed  in  LoaAoax. 
Too  mii^t  as  well  attempt  to  d^dete  a  helat- 
nal  sot,  whoee  pnlM^  once  got  down,  not  erat 
braitdy  will  get  np  agtin ;  a  man  aoonstomed 
to  the  tHretenatoral  stimnlos— I  have  staled,  as 
to  deplete  a  Ltmdontf,  who  b  aoeasfamMd  to 
the  stimidM  of  the  exdtanuit  of  the  atmoe- 


the  earth,  where  there  Is  so  mnoh  public  qnrit 
— so  mndi  active  benevoleoce~-where  there  ia 
•0  mnoh  iimnifleene«^  and  so  much  is  given 
away  in  charity.  I  q>eak  not  of  the  groM 
amount^  bnt  in  proportion  to  hw  wealth,  over- 

Ewn  and  enonnous  as  it  is,  I  believe,  with 
author  <rf  this  boiA  [Burke],  that  the  qtiree 
of  her  oharitiea  avert  from  her  the  U^tning  of 
Heaven,  which  hw  d^H«vity  vonld  otherwise 
call  down.  There  is  a  mwal  atmoaphere — 
thwe  is  hardly  a  man  of  nolo,  who  doe*  not 
beiwog  to  lome  mxattj—iika  onr  Gcd(aiiiati<a 
Sodety,  asid  like  dut,  it  is  a  theatre  tor  dis- 
|Jay,  like  other  theatra.  They  ^  th«re  to 
prwse  one  another  to  th^  &oes,  in  a  nuuuter 
that  I  had  no  oonceptioa  of  iim.  Bnt  the  ex- 
ample has  not  be^  loet  npon  ns.  They  are  ell 
of  one  oranion ;  a  set  of  resolutions  are  drawn 
up  whkm  nobody  is  expected  to  oppose.  It 
would  be  nnheard-of  to  do  so,  and  reckoned 
indecent  to  do  so.  All  is  out  and  dried — like 
what  is  oalled  hwe  a  tautm,  why,  I  could  nev- 
er telL 

No  one  thinks  it  worth  while  to  (W^** 
them,  for  it  wonld  be  labor  lost-^peeohee  are 
tnade^  oheerings  follow,  end  clapping  and  thun- 
dering applanse— sooh  as  is  seen  in  our  thea- 
tres, and  might  wtU  shake  the  nerves  of  such 
as  are  not  nsed  to  it— such  overweening  preissa 
are  P*(n.  And  these  men  are  in  the  habit  of 
Imbibiiw  so  mnoh  Mid  snch  refined  aa  well  as 
gross  elation,  that  they  cannot  live  oat  of  the 
atmo^>here  of  London.  The  fine  ladiea,  of 
coorae,  have  the  v^kits  open  the  abstraotJon  of 
this  stuoulna — this  moral  stimnlos  of  the  atmos- 
phere of  London  is  neoesssary  to  their  exist- 
Hice.  I  can  <mly  suppose  them — thcee  good 
men — snt^ect  to  the  Infirmities  of  our  naturs^ 
and  falling  mi^  the  ten9>tation  to  which  th^ 
are  pecolkrly  e^oeed.  The  theatre  of  their 
glory  was  the  slave'  trade — now  it  is  the  abcdi- 
tionof  slavery  everywhere;  at  every  risk  of 
oonseqaences,  to  which  they  are  stwie-idind. 
If  they  would  only  be  content  to  let  the  man 
ahmo-^  they  wonld  not  inrist  190a  plastwiof 
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Mm  an  inch  thick  with  m«nniriil  olntmatt,  and 
I  know  not  what  aotiTe  poiaoaa  wi^ont,  uid 
filling  him  to  th«  throat  with  mIoomI  sod  Jal^, 
within,  he  will,  maj  be,  nt  well ;  or  at  b«*^ 
ha  oan  but  die  a  mimu  deatb-^mbablr  an 
easf  <»ie.  Bat,  no,  sir,  the  poUtieo-religlooi 
qoAok,  like  the  qnaok  In  medidne,  taa  in 
everj  tUng  else,  will  hear  of  nothing  bat  hie 
Boetnun — all  ia  to  be  fiiroed^^iothiiig  oan  be 
trasted  to  time,  or  to  natnie.  The  diwase  will 
mn  its  ooane — it  baa  nm  its  eoiu-ao  in  the 
Korthem  States ;  it  ia  beginning  to  ran  its 
eonrae  in  Ibuyland.  The  natnral  death  of  dav- 
ary  ia  the  nnprofltableneaa  of  its  most  expen- 
rire  labof— it  ia  alao  be^nninp  in  the  meadow 
and  gcain  oountiy  of  Virginia — among  thoae 
pec^>Ie  there — who  hare  no  staple  tliat  oan  pi^ 
for  dxm  labor— eapedallj'  aowngat  thoae  who 
have  none  or  totj  few  akna— dieae  are  the 
strennons  advooatea  at  all  these  prindi^es— In 
Tirrinifr— most  of  them  of  the  beat  Inteatfona 
— aU  of  them  tniataken.  The  momeoit  the 
labor  1^  the  dare  ceaeee  to  be  profitable  to  the 
muster,  or  rer;  soon  after  it  haa  reaohed  that 
stage-— if  the  glare  will  not  ran  away  i^om  the 
master,  the  master  vilt  ran  awB^  Irom  the 
dare ;  and  this  is  the  history  of  the  pamage 
from  daveiT  to  freedom  of  the  villanage  of 
Enf^Bod.  The  freebom  Englidunen  were  once 
«ibertpH  ffUba,  like  the  terh  in  Poland.  Are 
not  thoee  of  Baasia  and  Poland  ^ing  throogh 
tbia  very  operation  at  thla  rerj  time,  and  from 
tUs  Tery  oaosel  And  diall  we  be  mado  to 
tfoffat  ahipwreok,  we  of  the  Bonth,  I  mean,  in 
■teeriBg  our  bail  throng  this  Bwr^mt,  hj  the 
madnen  of  our  pilot  ana  onr  own  folly — steer- 
ing between  this  Boylla  and  Oharybdia,  (not  of 
the  Bahama  passage,)  hat  of  the  impresoripti- 
ble  ri^ts  of  Kings  (jttrt  iUnm)  mi  the  one 


"  Pane,  Pwr  itdnmlli  tt  foctiteT  ntere  lorli  T  ' 

Ko—wthing  of  this.  Thns  fools  rnah  in  where 
angels  fear  to  tread — whethw  iU-meaoing  or 
weil-meaning  feols  is  of  no  Importance  to  me, 
V  ray  ndn  is  to  be  aooon^liahea  by  their  ister- 
fbrenoe.  'What  matters  it  whether  the  fire- 
brands scattered  were  scattered  by  a  fool,  ia 
apor^  or  by  a  madman,  in'  earnest,  if  the  city 
Is  redaced  to  ashes ;  or  whether  the  fire-brands 
were  scattered  by  the  hand  of  a  Gny  Fawkes, 
K-ith  religion  in  bts  month,  a  firebrand  in  his 
hand,  and  hell  In  his  heart )  Nothing  at  all. 
It  is  important  to  the  agent,  as  it^eguds  his 
guilt  in  the  sight  of  Ood,  ont  both  of  them 
wovldbe  1^  to  meet  their  doom  from  the  hand 

I  hare  sud,  sir,  a  great  deal  that  I  did  not 
mean  to  say,  and  bare  left  unsaid  a  great  deal 
that  I  did  intend  to  say — and  hare  said  noth- 
ing as  I  wished  to  say  it :  this  is  one  of  the  in- 
•eparable  and  insuperable  difficulties  of  a  man 
who  ^eaki  without  a  note,  as  I  bare  doB«s 


aggrarsted  by  circmnstancea  that  I  shall  not 
introde  npon  the  Senate.  Sir,  I  nerer  oonld 
apeak  or  qnarrel  by  the  book — by  the  card,  as 
Tonehstcne  tells  ns,  was  the  fashion  in  bis  amj, 
I  hare  no  gift  at  tW  speoial  pleading— at  tb« 
retort  ooaiteons  and  the  oonnteroheck  qnarrd- 
Bome,  till  things  get  to  the  point,  where  noth- 
ing b  left  for  it  hot  to  back  out  or  fight  'We 
are  asked,  sir,  by  tlds  new  Exeontive  Gorem- 
meut  of  oan — not  ta  the  very  words,  bat  it  is 
a  great  deal  like  it — of  the  son  of  Ctimene — to 

aVe  some  token,  some  proo^  that  they  possess 
gitimate  claims  to  the  oonfidenoe  of  the  peo- 
Sle — which  they  have  modestly  oonfeeeed  they 
0  not  possess  in  the  same  degree  as  their  pre- 
deoeeeors.  I  will  answer  them  In  the  «M>rat  cf 
the  father  of  that  son.  Pignora  eerta  pttii— 
Do  pigimra  carta  Umando.  Bat,  sir,  the  Phte- 
ton  is  at  the  door,  amUtion  bnms  to  moant. 
Whethw  the  Ifisrissippl,  Uke  the  Fo,  is  to  suf- 
fer a  metamMphoei^  not  in  its  poplars — wheQi- 
er  the  blaoks  shall  be  tnmed  into  whites,  or 
the  whitea  into  blacks,  the  Blares  into  masters, 
or  the  maston  iido  slaves,  or  the  murdered  and 
their  marderers  to  change  their  color,  like  the 
mulberry  trees,  belongs  to  men  of  greater  sa- 
gacity than  I  am  to  foretell.  I  am  content  to 
act  the  part  of  Oaseandra,  to  lift  np  my  roice^ 
whether  it  be  heeded,  or  heard  only  to  be  die- 
regarded,  nntil  too  late — I  will  cry  ont,  obtta 
prtne^M— yea,  sir,  in  this  case,  as  In  so  many 
others— o'Mt  n»  qvt  U  premier  poM  qui  Miit»-~ 
the  first  step  is  all  the  diffloolty— that  taken, 
then  they  may  take  for  their  motto — witi- 
gia  nwUa  rttromtm — there  is  no  reb«at— I  tell 
these  gentlemen  there  is  no  retreat— it  is  ont 
off— there  ia  do  retreat,  even  as  tedioos  and 
painftd  aa  that  oondncted  by  Xeaophoo — there 
is  no  Anabasis  for  os— and  if  there  was,  where 
u  onr  Xenophon  t  I  do  not  feel  light^  on  this 
occasion — far  otherwise — Init  the  heariest  heart 
often  rents  itself  in  light  expresmons.  There 
is  a  mirth  of  sadness  as  wall  ss  tears  of  joy. 
If  I  oonid  talk  lightly  on  this  sad  snl^eet,  I 


of  the  Parilament  Hoose  at  the  time  of  the 
gonpowdnr  plot,  and  who  had  searched  and  re- 

Sorted  that  he  had  found  fifty  barrels  of  pow- 
er oonoealed  nnder  the  f^ots  and  other  fuel 
—that  he  had  retnored  twenty-fire,  and  hoped 
that  the  other  twenty-fire  would  do  no  ham. 
The  step  yon  are  about  to  take  is  the  match  oi 
that  powder — whether  it  be  twenty-fire  or 
fifty  barrels  is  qolte  immaterial — it  is  enongh 
to  blow-^iot  the  first  of  the  Stuarts— but  the 
last  of  OMtltfir  d^natty — sky  high— sky  high. 

Ur.  Hatxx  a^n  rose,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rur- 
DOLFH,  and  Btto,  there  certainly  could  be  no 
differenoe  of  opinion  between  that  gentleman 
and  himself  on  any  question  which  should  in- 
rolre  the  peculiar  interests  of  the  Bouthem 
States,  Shoold  any  crisis  unhappily  arise,  la 
which  the'  policy  of  that  portion  of  the  Unitai 
should  be  called  in  question,  or  their  safety  en- 
dangered, that  gentleman  well  knows^  not  onlf 
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that  we,  Bud  Vx.  H.,  will  be  (bond  ttctjng  oor- 
dUltf  and  leeiaoBly  tog«tiier,  bnt  thu  Ui« 
whole  Soath  will  be  at  tmt  man.  On  this  mb- 
Ject,  however,  Mr.  H.  laid,  he  wu  at  all  t 
moat  reluctant  to  toaeh,  and  he  oertainly  would 
not  enter  upon  it  on  the  present  ooeaaion,  Nor 
would  he  at  thla  tdme  eay  a  word  la  ra^ieot  to 
another  qne«tion  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
Vif^ia  had  allnded,  the  relation!  which  onght 
to  exist  between  ttie  new  Republics  aod  o«r- 
Belvee.  The  question  now  bdbre  the  Benat« 
was,  whether  we  should  postpone^  for  a  few 
dajB,  a  resolntion  callinK  on  the  EzeontiTe  for 
buonnation  relative  to  uie  prinoiplea  taA  prao- 
tloe  of  these  Republics.  Ilie  simple  and  only 
oh]ect  of  the  postponement  woa  to  asoertAin 
whether  the  application  would  probably  add 
anj  thing  to  the  information  we  already  ikw- 
■ess  on  this  subject.  If^  on.  ftarther  reflection 
and  inquiry,  the  gentleman  front  ViriciDia,  m 
any  other  gentleman,  dionld  have  good  reason 
to  beUeve  that  the  Ezeoutire  was  in  the  poa- 
sesalon  of  more  infonnaldon  thao  the  Senate 
possessed  in  this  particular,  he  would  not  ob- 
ject to  any  call  calculated  to  elicit  that  infoT' 
mation.  Bnt  in  that  caw  he  would  snggwt  die 
propriety  of  such  a  modification  of  the  reaolu- 
tion  aa  would  point  more  Bpeciflcally  to  its  ob- 
jects. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had,  in 
acknowledging  the  (Hendlv  relations  which  ex- 
isted between  them,  asked  to  be  "  saved  from 
his  friends."  Be  wooid  My  to  that  gentleman, 
that  while  he  was  proud  of  the  relation  in 
which  he  stood  towards  him,  he  trusted  that 
on  tills,  as  on  all  future  oooariona,  he  wotdd 
prove  himself  a  friend  by  the  part  he  Aonld 
act  towarda  that  gentieman, 

Ur.  H.  concluded  by  moving  that  die  restdu- 
tion  be  laid  upon  the  table)  which  (Mr.  Bur- 
fOLPH  aseenttog)  was  ordered  aooordlnglj,     ^ 

U0IID1.Y,  Maroh  6. 
GeMral  Appropriation  BiU--Oontingmt  S^ 
pMietofOie  Senate— CommimiononfoTXarb- 
ing  tkt  Botaidary  under  the  Ghent  Treatg, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SmtH,  the  Senate  pro- 
OBcded  to  consider  the  bill  "  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Oovemment,  fbr  the 
year  1820." 

The  following  amendmenia,  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Elnanoe,  were  agreed  to,  viz : 
seven  thousand  dollara  fbr  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  anm 
heretofore  appropriated^  six  thousand  dollars 
Instead  of  twelve,  for  the  discharge  of  misoel- 
laneouB  claims  against  the  United  Statee,  not 
otherwise  provided  for ;  and  for  compensation 
to  Thomas  H.  QilJiH,  Chief  Clerk  in  ttie  Office 
of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  (for  extra  services,  ren- 
dered between  the  demise  of  the  late  Auditor, 
and  the  appointment  of  his  anccessor,)  $960  j 
and  one  or  two  slight  amendments  were  added, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Buttb. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Gieoi^a,  sud  there  was  an  ap- 
propriation made  In  thiB  Ull  which  he  ahonld  | 


wish  to  itrike  oot;  it  was  for  the  aalariea  of 
the  OommisricMUT  and  Arbitratora  m^tder  (he 
first  arti<^  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent.  He  ahoaU 
be  very  0ad  if  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee om  FiitanM  was  able  to  giva  some  infoim^ 
tirat  how  it  was  that  the  bnaiueea  of  thia  com- 
miaaicat  was  so  mocb  delated;  what  ia  tlM 
cranmisrion  ddng,  or  how  m  it  prooeeding  to 
act,  on  the  bndneas  for  which  it  was  institu- 
ted; or  is  it  at  a  stand!  What  is  the  cause  of 
this!  At  least,  said  Mr.  C,  let  us  have  Boms' 
thing  official  on  the  sabject.  He  began  to  be  ■ 
little  tired  of  seeing  that  and  the  nest  appro- 
priation in  the  bill,  (for  oarryiug  the  0th  and 
Tth  artiolee,  respecting  the  boundary  of  the 
treaty,  into  effect,)  year  after  year.  Oonnder- 
ing  how  long  it  was  eince  this  trea^  was  madc^ 
Mr,  C.  said  it  was  a  wonderful  oirctunstance  to 
him,  that,  year  after  year,  appropriationa  on 
the  soUect  dionld  stall  have  to  be  made.  He 
h(^>ed  uiat,  if  the  oommiBsion  first  allnded  to 
oould  not  proceed  in  tbe  bDaioeaa,  that  iheir 
salarr,  at  least,  would  be  suspended  until  they 
could.  He  understood  that  the  oommiamtm 
waa  totally  at  a  stand.  It  was,  he  though^ 
high  time  for  the  Senate  to  have  some  inform*- 
tion  on  the  subject,  and  if  tbey  oonld  not  with- 
hold tbe  money,  let  them  know  the  reasoa 
why ;  and  whether  there  was  any  proqieot  of 
brining  the  labors  of  this  oonmusaioa  to  as 

Mr.  EoLHH,  of  Maine,  said  the  Oomatittee 
of  Finance  did  not  deem  it  th^  duty  to  go  into 
an  inquiry,  whether  anyof  theoffioen  provided 
for  by  law  had  done  th^  dnty  or  not ;  they  had 
not  Inquired  how  tar  those  gentlemen  bad  jwo- 
ceedea ;  or  whether  th^  had  proceeded  at  aO. 
The  oommtttee  had  aBcertained  that  tbey  were 
the  commlsBioa— that  they  were  duly  appoint- 
ed— that  th^  CMnpensation  waa  agreed  on,  and 

established  eitJier  by  treaty  or  by  law ;  till 
that  ooffimisrion  was  ended,  it  was  a  .qnostica 
with  the  Executive  whether  they  were  pro- 
ceediQK  correctly  or  not.  It  was  not  a  qnestion 
with  the  Committee  of  Fiuance,  whether  they 
should  withhold  the  sobry  from  any  t^oer  fbr 
not  having  p^formed  his  dn^. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Oeorria,  stud  from  the  character 
of  the  gentleman  referred  to,  he  believed  there 
was  no  man  who  was  more  diBpoeed  to  do  Us 
du^  promptly.  Yet,  it  seemed  to  lum  that 
some  information  ought  to  be  laid  before  Con- 
gresson  this  auinecL  as  t(f  the  progress  made  I7 
tbe  oommisdon  In  the  discharge  of  its  trast,  b^ 
fore  they  continued  to  make  appropriationa 
fbr  it  What  waa  the  progress  made!  If 
their  operations  had  been  suspended,  they 
on^t,  he  sud,  to  know  why  It  was  so ;  wluA 
were  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way;  and, 
till  they  obtuned  information  on  this  BDitjeot, 
Mr.  C.  was  not  disposed  to  yota  a  BalarT,  year 

year,  for  literally  doing  nothing.  He  acdd, 
if  be  knew  how  to  set  hold  of  thia  part  of  th* 
bill,  he  shoold  be  wiUing  to  snspena  the  item, 
till  he  oould  get  some  information  of  the  nature 
be  h«^  intimatred,    He  believed  a  '^H  h'^A  boM 
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niftde  In  the  other  braooh  of  Oongrew,  sod 
when  this  wM  tnawered,  they  could  then  judge 
iritb  more  proprleCj  whether  it  would  be  propt- 
er to  conUnae  the  appropriation.  There  most, 
be  thought,  be  some  way  by  which  Oongresa 
could  get  hold  of  tbU  fmUeoL.  He  did  not  oon- 
tAwe  tbey  were  bonnd  aown  by  any  ocmdltion 
or  bond  to  make  appropriations,  year  after 
;ear,  forever^  for  aogbt  be  knew,  to  maintain 
this  oommiaaion ;  and  he  knew  of  no  other  way 
ty  whioh  OoDgreaa  could  get  hold  of  the  sub- 
ject than  tbroQgh  the  appropriaUon  hill ;  and  he 
repeated,  if  be  knew  how  to  get  hold  of  this 
Bp«dfla  port  of  the  bilL  without  suspending  the 
whole  tn  its  passage,  he  would  make  tbe  tno- 


DEBATEB  OF  GONGBESS. 
Bvtpmiiim  ^  At  EiJimi  Cforput. 


[Swat 


Ur.  Sktth,  of  Hai7laiid,  said,  it  nerer  had 
been  the  duty  of  any  committee  to  examine 
fiirtber,  on  a  subject  of  thix  kind,  than  to  ascer- 
tain whelJier  the  law  asthoriEed  the  appro- 
priation. TJaleee  they  received  ioformatioa 
from  the  President  to  the  contrary,  they  sup- 
posed that  the  offlcers  were  doing  th^  duty. 
It  would  be  very  in^udioions  to  atop  the  aspro- 

E nation  bill  at  this  time ;  iigudidons,  perhapa, 
I  relation  to  the  quarter  of  the  oonntiy  from 
vbieh  the  geaUeman  from  Geor^a  came.  When 
tlua  snbjeot  was  under  discussion  in  Rosda,  Ur. 
B.  Bsid,  the  British  IGoister  proposed  the  proper 
ooorse,  which  was  not  acoaded  to  on  the  {ttrt 
of  our  IGnlster.  The  British  Minister  said,  yon 
vUl  appoint  a  oommisaion,  and  yon  do  not 
know  when  it  will  be  determined,  and  it  will 
]»obably  cost  you  more  than  the  thing  itself  is 
worth ;  we  will  give  yon  a  spooifio  snm  of  money, 
which  yon  may  divide  among  the  claimants  as 
▼on  please,  yourselves.  That,  Mr.  8.  said,  would 
Lave  been  the  better  oonrs^  but  it  was  not 
ad<^ted.  We  have  adopted  another,  and  have 
employed  oni  agenta^snd  pay  them  the  salary 
eatsbhshed  by  law.  The  committee  did  not  in- 
quire into  their  conducts 

Ur.  GosB  then  inquired  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  C<Hnmittee  of  Finance,  for  information  in  re- 
Mfd  to  the  next  article,  for  canning  into  effect 
ue  rixth  and  seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  (A>r  ascertaining  the  northern  boundary.) 
Be  reoolleoted  that  four  yeaia  sgc^  there  was 
•ome  difficulty  on  thia  sntgect,  and  it  was  then 
thought  that  the  Oommistdoner,  and  the  other 
persons  employed  in  that  business,  were  dow 
aibout  it;  and  he  shonld  like  to  know  tf  there 
was  any  prospect  of  its  ever  terminating, 

Mr.  EoLUES  replied,  that  this  was  not  the 
ooorae  usually  adopted  for  going  into  an  inquiry. 
The  oourae  to  be  adopted  was,  to  lay  a  resoln- 
Goa  on  the  table,  calling  on  the  President  for 
avidmee  on  the  enhject,  and  what  prt^ees  the 
tra^neas  was  in.  There  was  so  much  f  Aling  on 
this  subject  five  years  agt^  Mr,  H.  sud,  ttut  a 
bin  was  brought  into  the  Smate,  and  passed 
both  Houses  ^  Oongreea,  dimlniahJng  the  oom- 
pensstion  of  the  OommiseionOT:  it  wsa  appre- 
Iwnded  that  the  delay  might,  in  some  sort,  be 
occasioned  by  the  magnitade  of  the  salary,  £x- 
pcrieoee  proved,  he  said,  that  boiiMss  dose  not 


go  along  quite  bo  qoick  with  a  heavy  salary,  aa 
it  does  with  a  bght  one.  That  bill  eiperienoed 
great  oppodtioo.  It  waa  sud  the  salary  wat 
fixed  by  treaty,  and  we  had  no  right  to  lower 
it.  It  was,  however,  reduoed  from  a  thodSand 
pounds  sterling,  to  twentv-flve  hundred  dollata 
a  year ;  and  it  aeemed,  Mr.  H.  si^d,  that  that 
was  not  low  enough  to  hurry  the  Oommis- 
sioners,  so  as  to  finish  their  bn^nesa.  It  waa 
proliable  that  tiie  gentieman  from  Geor^a,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Senate,  know  aa  mnob  aa  Qm 
Committee  of  Pinance  on  the  snl^oct.  A  oom- 
manioationhadfonneii;  been  reowved  from  the 
Preadent  on  the  mUeot,  in  which  he  told  them 
that  they  wOre  mding  progrcsa,  and  wonld 

Ebably  finish  soon;  bkt  when  that  toon  wa^ 
H.  aud  he  did  not  know.  This  burets 
was  begmi  in  1816,  and  it  is  now  1838,  and  we 
have  been  ^ying  the  Oommiasioner,  Sce^  all 
this  time.  They  nad  a  long  Journey  to  perform, 
to  be  sure,  but  they  bad  not  finished  iL  These 
comsusdons  onder  treaty,  Hr.  H,  sMd,  had  not 
bean  very  snooeasftd.  Out  of  the  (bur  nndw 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  only  one  was  finished,  in 
which  be  tumself  was  ooncerned,  and  if  be  were 
engaged  in  anoh  aone  again,  he  doubted  whether 
he  du>nld  finish  qtdte  BO  qntok ;  and  whether  he 
should  not  have  learned  ftaim  some  other,  the 
way  to  procrastinate.  That  oommistion  was 
oom[deted  in  eightean  months.  The  eeoond, 
under  the  fifth  aitide,  still  oontinnee,  and  then 
it  stands.  Vhettier  this  one  will  end  so  <»■  not^ 
he  could  not  say.  We  never  oxi^i  again,  Ur. 
H.  said,  to  estaUidi  a  commission  under  breaty, 
without  limiting  the  time;  and  ha  donbtel 
very  much  whether  the  Florida  treaty  oom- 
miseion  would  ever  have  been  ended,  to  this 
day,  had  not  the  OommisBioners  been  tied  to 
three  years. 

Tlie  bill  was  th«m  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendments  mane  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  having  been  concurred  in,  it  was  passed 
to  a  Uurd  reading. 

UoxDAT,  Uarch  18. 
Sutptruian  qf  tht  Sahtat  Corput. 
Ifr.  BuiDOLPB,  of  Tir^nio,  rose  to  make  a 
motion,  which,  sud  he,  I  hope  and  beHeve  no 
one  member  of  this  body  will  diaaent  ftom.  It 
is,  sir,  for  printing  a  moet  important  document 
of  old  times,  whioh  is  not  on  our  files,  and 
whioh,  if  not  found  on  the  files  of  the  other 
Bouse,  is  not  in  ezietenoe,  officially,  anywhere. 
The  document  I  allude  to  is  one,  the  hiatory  of 
whioh  I  gave  the  other  day,  in  conolave— ind 
which  I  certainly  do  not  mean  now  to  trouble 
the  Senate  with  the  repetition  of— I  believe  the 
day,  the  Slh  perhaps  of  last  month,  when  I  an* 
tioipated  what  haa  come  to  pass  in  Russia.  Sir, 
I  then  said  that  I  spoke  from  memory,  but  I 
have  dnoe  done  what  I  am  not  in  the  habit  oS 
d<dng— I  Aow  hooted  the  Journal ;  I  have  ap- 
plied to  the  Secretary  fbr  a  copy  of  the  dooa- 
ment,  and  he  has  it  not.  I  at  first  thought  it 
mi^  have  bent  burnt  by  the  British :  for  thej 
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••rr«d  Dt  M  tba  Irish  iiHnrgeots  did  &  buik«r, 
■Sdnrt  Tbom  tbey  hftd  a  ipMiit  nite,  wImb 
tb«]r  burnt  all  his  notM  in  onler  to  hnik  him 
—in  like  manner  ther  did  some  of  u  a  t«it 
grett  aerrioe.  WheneVer  any  thing  ia  wanted, 
wa  now  can  have  the  aniwer  of  old  Caleb  Bald- 
wstone,  referring  !la  abeenoe  to  the  fire  at  Wolf  a 
Ong.  I  find,  in  the  Journal  <rf  the  Benate  to 
which  I  have  had  reoonrae^  this  entrjr : 
"Fridag,  /oMMFjr  SI,  IBOT. 

"On  motion,  bj  Mr.  Oius, 

"Ordend,  That  XcMie.  Gim,  Anua,  ud 
SwrrH,  of  Ifarjluid,  be  a  eonu^tlea  to  Inqidre 
whethinit  ia  Mpedient,  Id  the  preaant  ilBteof  pob- 
Bo  affain,  to  KupeDd  Um  prlTllege  of  the  writ  of 
babeai  oorpni,  and  that  thtf  ha*e  kare  to  r< — ' 
b7  bUl  or  othenriie. 


"Oni 


lOtlOD, 

rtd,  Thattt 


iproft- 


"  Ordmd,  That  the  VeaMge  of  tlw  Prealdent  of 
the  United  State*,  of  the  aid  Inatant,  togetber  with 
the  doottmenta  therein  mentioQed,  be  refened  to 
lit*  MOM  eommltlee. 

"WbereupOD, 

"  Mr.  Oiiia,  from  ttie  eomnlttee,  reported  a  US 
to  mapend  the  priTQege  of  lb*  writ  of  habcM  cor- 
'pui  for  a  limited  time,  in  certain  cam;  and  the 
rule  was,  by  nnanimoni  eonaeat,  diapenaed  with, 
and  tite  bill  Itad  Uiree  retdloga,  and  wm  amended. 

"  XMolMi,  That  thli  bill  paM  ai  aaMided ;  that 
It  be  engTOned,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  <  An 
act  to  cntpend  the  pririlen  of  the  writ  of  habeaa 
corpni  for  a  limited  time,  in  eerlain  eaaca.'" 

[In  etrtain  earn,  add  Ur.  B.— not  the  oaaea 
which  the  oonetitntion  liaa  declared  efaall  be 
the  caaee  In  which  It  ahali  be  aonModed— I 
oertaln  caaes — I  ibooid  hare  ^okeo  more  p 
erly  to  sa;  in  unMrfote  eaiw    for  the 
oaaea  are  the  oaaea  of  the  eofiftit<iU<».] 

"The  committee  alao  reported    the  faUowIu 
meiMge  to  the  Hooae  of  BepraaantBtlre*;  whi^ 
wai  read  and  agreed  to,  to  wit: 
'■  OtmOmm  of  ttu  Hmue  of  BapnmnUlivtt . 

"  The  Senate  hare  paind  a  bill  niapendl 
three  montba,  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeaa 
oorpni,  in  certain  cawi,  which  thej  tliiiik  expedi- 
ent to  communicate  to  jod  b  coiddence,  and  to 
rBqneat  yoor  coQcurrenca  therein  ai  ipeedUj  a* 
the  emergency  of  the  case  ihall,  in  jonr  judgment, 

"Onmotien, 

"  Ordend,  That  Mr.  gnra,  of  Mii^and,  be  the 
eOBmlttee  to  deilrer  the  meiaage  to  the  Houie  of 
BepreaantatiTea.'' 

"Xondcty,  JixttKorylt,  Itffl. 

"Mr.  Aouu,  from  the  oommhtee,  reported  that 
the  tdll  entitled,  '  An  aol  to  anipend  the  pririlege 
of  the  writ  of  habeaa  corpoa,  for  a  limited  time.  In 
oartain  casH,*  wai  correctly  engroaaed. 

"Mr.  BMnn,  of  Maryland,  reported  that  lie  had 
carried  the  bUl  lait  mentioned,  to  the  Houae  of 
BapreaentatiTe*  for  coneuiTence," 

And  noWj  rir,  let  ns  turn  to  the  Honae  of 
KepresentatiTea— beoaoae  the  bill  was  never 
printed;  there  ie  not  an  office  copy  of  it  to  be 
smod  here;  it  was  carried  to  the  House  of 
BepreaentaHvea— and  if  not  fonnd  there,  tliere 
ia  no  offloa  copy  of  it  in  the  world ;  tbragh 


tliere  are  M^ile*  equally  wtitled  to  eredit  with 

any  offlee  oc^y  whatever. 

"Abwi  nf  Aaniamtatirw,  MBmiag,  ymm^w  M, 

I8OT. 


"Mr.  beaker:'!  am  directed  by  the  Senate  af 
the  United  Stau*  to  deUver  to  thia  Hooae  a  eoiill- 
denUal  meaaage  in  writing.    WbereapM), 

"  The  Houae  being  cleared  of  iH  penons  except 
the  memben  aud  Clerk,  Mr.  BiirTH  dellTered  to  tbe 
Speaker  the  fallowiiig  commimication,  in  wtHiog : 
«  Genllemm  of  O*  Sam  of  Etprfcniatiwa : 

"  The  Sen^  have  paaaod  a  bill  anapenrting,  fb* 
three  mmiib*,  the  pririlege  of  the  writ  of  habeai 
corpoa,  in  eerlain  caaea,  wU^  they  think  expedi- 
ent to  oommtmlcate  to  yon  in  confidene*,  and  to 

reqneat  your  concurrence  tbewn,  ai "-   -- 

the  emergency  of  the  case 

<'  Mr.  Saini  also  delivered  In  the  UH  reftrr«d  to 
in  the  nld  eommonioatlon,  and  then  withdrew. 

"The  UU  nnt  tntm  the  Senate,  entitled,  *Aa 
■et  anapHiAng,  ftw  three  montha,  the  pritilegB  of 
the  writ  of  liabeaa  cetpoa,  in  obtain  caaea,'  waa 


a  needay  ma 
nirjadgment. 


"A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  PnLir  B.  Twomr- 
BOB,  [an  (dd  eaa«Untor  of  mine,  aaid  Mr.  B.,  and  I 
have  no  bealtalloa  In  aaying,  at  my  inatance,]  end 
aeoondcd,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  foUewing 
reeolnUon ; 

"  Bttolwtd,  That  the  meense  and  bUl  conunoid- 
eated  to  Ud*  Houae,  from  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  jrooeedingt  of  the  House  thereon, 
ongbt  not  to  be  kept  aocret,  and  that  the  doora  of 
the  Honse  be  now  opened. 

"And  on  the  qneetioa  thereupon, 

"It  was  reaolred  in  the  affltmattve— yeas  lU^ 

The  nays  were  Joaiah  Uastera,  David  Thoau^ 
and  Natlun  Williams,  (two  of  them  I  know, 
and  all  three  of  tbem^  I  believe,  ftom  ITeir 
York.) 

"ThedoMSof  the  Honse  were  aeeordin^y  open- 
ed, and  the  Speaker  ilatcd  to  the  House,  that  the 
bill  sent  from  the  eenate  baring  been  roMl  the  lliM 
time,  the  qeestion  woold  be,  Shall  the  Un  be  read 
the  second  dme  f    Wberenpon, 

"Oppoddon  being  made  by  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  to  the  said  biU,  and  debate  aiiilng  there- 
on, the  qaeation  On  oonformity  to  the  rolca  of  Ua 
House)  waa  stated  by  Mr.  8pe«^,  to  wit : 

"SbsH  tUs  biU  be  rqeoted  T 


What  is  the  moat  remarkable  things  add  Ur, 
B.,  ia,  that  of  these  nineteen  nays,  there  is  not 
one  man  boat  tike  Old  Dominion — not  one  man. 
There  were  bnt  four  eontli  of  the  River  Ohio 
and  BodUi  of  the  Biver  Fotomao — let  me  oonnt 
them— Evan  Alexander,  of  North  Carolina, 
Eliai  Earie,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Thomas  Band- 
ford,  of  Eentoeky,  and  Uatdew  Walton,  cf 
Oecwgia— I  beg  pardon,  (tf  Kentnoky — theTaioo 
led  me  into  the  error ;  I  find,  also,  anKo^ 


a  naya,  on  thia  oooation,  thi 

n  Mr.  Barnabas  BidweU,  who  c 
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«  ^  (b  Baitat  Cbijmt. 


[Soun. 


tL»  lead  In  that  Home,  In  that  rerj  aeoAml 
I  find,  too,  the  utmes  of  Jonah  Htstera,  Gmr- 
don  8.  Momford,  B«arj  Sontbard.  And  tinen, 
dr,  In  toining  baek  to  the  Benate  joomal, 
tii«n  ia  not  one  tisoa,  neither  jea  nor  i 
Hie  (miy  eotiy  to  be  fbnnd  on  the  Senate  Ji 
oal  afterwardj,  vh  the  following : 

"Tbe  ft^owlng  metsage  wm  receiTed  from  the 
HoDM  of  BepreaeDtaliTea  br  Mr.  Becklej  their 
OeA :  ICt.  Preddent— the  Hoiue  of  Bepreaenta- 
ti*ea  do  not  coocor  io  the  UIl  enticUd,  'Aa  act  to 
snnieiid,  for  three  moatha,  the  prlrilege  of  the  writ 
of  haheu  corpna.  In  ceitaln  cases  ;*  and  he  witb- 

Snt  at  the  rnle  waa  nnaDbnooBl;  dispensed 
with,  and  the  bill  had  three  readings  in  one 
da^,  unanimonaly,  it  is  to  be  inferred  from  that 
&ot--for  reasons  wMcIi  I  gave  to  tbe  Senate 
■when  the  doors  were  shnt,  and  which  I  don't 
choose  to  give  now  that  the^  are  open— there 
was  no  opposition  here.  Now,  sir,  not  being 
able  to  find  anj  trace  of  this  bill  here,  it  nerer 
having  been  printed — it  never  having  been  on 
file— the  qaestion  ia.  where  ia  to  be  fbnndt  In 
the  other  Home,  If  anTwhere— if  anjwhrae  ' 
aa^  again — If  anywhere  I 

That  sntftenalon  of  die  writ  of  habeas  oorpna 
vas  the  first  oblation  whidh  the  preaent  Ezaen- 
tilve  UagiatTate  made  at  the  shrine  of  power, 
irhoi  he  gave  in  his  adhedon  on  the  deawtion 
of  hia  federal  (Heoda  I  Up  to  that  session,  he 
bad  been  as  stanch  an  adherent  of  the  federal 
opposition  to  Jefferson's  administration  as  any 
man  in  this  ooontryl  We  know  bj  a  voice — 
not  from  St.  Helena,  bnt  from  the  sooth  side  of 
Jamea*  Siver — who  was  the  n>onsoT  who  inUo- 
dnoed  him  Into  fiie  politioal  <dtnn!h,  who  prom- 
ised and  Towed  oertam  things  in  hb  name,  whioh 
he  has  not  yet  diaotoaed ;  we  hear  that  voice 
proolaiming  th>m  the  WUlwam,  and  londly  o^- 
fng  npcMi  him  to  come  torward— now  that  he 
ts  aa  adnlt,  IS  years  having  passed  ainoe  his 
bifilism  at  the  new  poUtioal  fbnt^-and  receive 
eonfirmatjon,  and  exonerate  hla  Godftther^— he 
who  stood  for  him  at  the  baptismal  font— from 
all  flirther  re^NUisibUily  <hi  bis  aoooont  for  his 
ptriitieal  sms.  He  oalls  mi  him  to  oome  forward, 
to  get  another  endtsser,  for  that  he  most  take 
hla  name  off  his  papers— that  la  a  phraae  which 
nowadays  la  maoh  better  nnderatood  I 

Under  these  dronmstanoe^aaid  Hr.  B^  it  has 
been  to  me  a  matter  of  wonder,  that,  doling  the 


late  electioneering  oampdgn — I  have  expressed, 
myself  to  that  e^t  to  my  good  friend  on  my 
left,  <Hr.  MunH)— as  I  had  bnt  a  shadow  of 


longatthe  contending  parties,  I  did 


not  mix  myself  with  one  aide  or  the  other  in  tbe 
electten — ^I  often  expressed  my  wonder  to  him, 
for  two  years  that  preceded,  that  thia  &ct  had 
never  been  brought  fonrard  and  osed,  as  ^ease 
God  I  wonld  tisve  nsed  it,  if  I  had  had  any  inter- 
eat  in  doing  so;  and  I  now  discover  the  eanse ;  it 
was  not  known — and  permit  me  to  say,  It  would 
never  have  been  known  to  me  by  any  Industry 
of  reeearoh  or  labor,  if  I  had  not  been— whether 
fcrtonately  or 


with  this  Government,  first  as  a  spectator  in  the 
lobby,  from  Its  ori^^o — from  the  diesolntjon  (^ 
the  old  OoDgress,  which  I  saw  expire,  and  a 
new  bntterfly  come  ont  of  the  chrysalis  state— 
np  to  1799,  when  I  fint  took  my  seat  in  tbe 
Oongrees  of  the  ITnited  States,  -with  the  |nntlfr- 
man  who  preudes  in  the  court  }«Z»u>— (I  do  not 


ita  nttings,)  with  so  mnch  honor  to  iiimself  and 
benefit  to  this  oonntry;  irom  whom,  though  I 
may  have  differed  in  the  course  of  a  long 
political  life,  I  tiave  never  withhdd  that  respect, 
not  even  in  conflict  on  the  floor  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Lerislatore,  where  be  sat,  dniing 
one  searimi,  in  tunes  when  party  niicit  waa  at 
its  bdght— I  never,  for  a  moment,  loet  rig^t  ot 
the  immeasiirBble  distance  that  separated  me 
fhnn  that  man,  in  evwy  respect  that  coald  be 
mentioned,  except  age — and  he  was  neuly  old 
enoogh  to  be  my  flUhep— ^r,  where  I  meet  with 
real  worth — where  I  meet  with  a  man  of  reel 
talent— wliether  aasodated  with  him  or  not— 
whether  plaoed  in  a  aitnatlon  where  I  waa  to 
uipear  only  aa  a  fi^  to  bla  soperior  merits  and 
aUlity,  [pobMng  to  the  seat  of  Ur.  TaxbwxuJ 
t  oan  yield  him  that  precedence  which  I  thall 
never  (dve  to  the  aasnmptitm  of  soperior  merits 
where  I  know  and  ted  that  it  does  not  exlsL 

Sir,  I  oonrider  that  of  ^  the  stretches  of 
power — taSe  aiotit  internal  JniprveeDimtt/— 
of  the  txpedienoj/  of  tnapending  the  privilege  of 
the  habeas  oorpos,  in  oertun  cases,  In  the  teelli 
of  the  oonsdtntion  1  What  says  the  oonstitn- 
"  'I  That  the  privilege  of  the  writ  ofhabeaa 
oorpos  shall  not  be  suspended,  except  In  two 
eases.  What  are  they,  ^;  what  are  they  I 
Yon  would  not  have  had  that  privilege,  even  if 
there  had  been  no  restriction,  in  yonr  power; 
beoanse  yon  have  nowhere  had  the  grant  of 
power  to  suspend  the  grant  of  power— the  r^ 
striotjon  Is  exabwtdanH  eoutali^— ont  of  abun- 
dant oantitn,  overweening  oare— like  the  r^ 
stiiotion  on  the  liberty  of  toe  preea,  in  the  teeth 
of  which  the  sedition  law  was  paaeed — like  the 
restriction  on  an  established  ohnroh,  in  the  teeth 
of  which,  for  anght  I  know,  an  eatabUahed 
obnreh  for  the  Oatholica  may  be  passed  by  thia 
Congress,  or  by  that  of  Panama. 

These  are  in  the  ammdmenta— take  notioa, 
there  la  no  grant  in  Ote  body  of  the  oonatlta- 
tion.  Article  1,  section  9.  "The  [nlvilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  Bomaiaed, 
nnlees  when  in  oaseeoC  rebelUon  or  inTaini»,  tbe 
pablio  safbty  may  require  it." 

Well,  dr,  here  was  a  btll  to  aoapend  It-^tot 
in  a  case  at  rebellion  or  invasion;  beoanse  aD 
that  waa  neceasaij  wotdd  have  hem  for  the 
Preddent  to  have  sent  a  mesMge,  that  there 
was  nbelUon  or  invaaion,  and  to  eall  fw  the 
suqmidon.  There  waa  no  message  fh>ra  the 
Frerident  to  that  effect.  I  have  no  heeiUtioB 
in  spying  that  it  was  well  nnderstood  that  the 
ohaimel  throogh  which  the  oommonioation  waa 
made— not  at  all— I  make  no  anch  allegattui 
agaiast  Mr.  JeSbnon— bat  alleged  to  hare  beM 
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made  hj  him — wta  the  ohaimel  of  that  gratte- 
toMi  wno  reported  the  bill  to  bare  been  ialy 
cngroaaed— tbe  jmiddle  member  of  UiU  commit- 
tee—(I  speak  withoat  irreTerence — I  have  my 
priDtu^Iea  on  that  point) — the  eeooud  person  of 
this  tnnity  in  imitj.  It  was  well  onderstood  at 
that  Hmo— I  never  doobled  it — I  had  my  infor- 
mstiOD  fnat  a  member  of  this  body,  at  that 
time,  who  was  m  honest  a  man  as  ever  breathed 
— there  is  no  message  on  tbe  Journal  reoom- 
mending  it — there  is  no  official  doooment — the 
bill  la  not  now  to  be  fonnd— bnt  it  did  pass  this 
EoDse— to  sn^nd  tbebabeas  ocwpoa,  in  ctrtam 

Will  the  Senate  pardon  me  for  ssTtog,  that, 
to  that  sospennon,  was  I  indebted  for  my  seat 
In  the  other  Sotise.  At  the  preceding  seeaion 
of  OcmgreEa,  it  was  mj  misfortune  not  to  see 
exactly  with  the  e;M  of  people  in  power.  I 
iranted  some  of  that  verj  laudable  modesty 
which  Chatham  said  Qiat  he  admired  whilst  he 
despslied  of  imitating  it — the  modest;  of  tbe 
reisers  of  the  Treasury  bench — whose  homili' 
ty  never  sJlowed  them  to  pnt  their  opinioiu  In 
opposition  to  that  of  tbe  minister  for  the  time 
being.  The  next  election  came  on  in  the  April 
following  this  Jannai?,  1807.  That  bill-^t  was 
the  panwl;  nnder  wbkh  I  sheltered  myaelf— 
the  text  from  which  I  preaohed;  and,  as  on  the 
bsae  of  tbe  firat  battle  gr^tl^'  d^teada  the  &te 
of  the  snooeeding  campaigns — no  opposition 
dared  to  show  itself;  from  that  day,  Sertorins 
Uke,  or  tike  Enmenee,  I  carried  on  the  war 
npon  my  own  resonroee,  or  as  the  King  of 
Prossia  carried  on  the  war  against  the  com- 
bined continent  of  Enrope — for  seven  long  years 
— relying  on  my  own  reeonrcea,  and  on  them 
alone,  against  the  Gleneral  Government,  the 
State  Governments,  and,  1  believe,  every  press 
In  the  United  States,  and  maintained  myself — 
not  in  the  Peninsula,  bat  in  that  district,  where, 
in  case  of  the  worst  that  can  ha{^>en,  I  look  for 
K&)gfi  nnder  any  change  of  fortone,  politioal  or 
othervriae.  My  enemies  never  dared  to  Esoe  me 
and  uphold  this  ontTage  npon  the  otMistitntion ; 
and  do  yon  think  if  I  had  ,been  engaged  heart 
and  band  in  this  Ute  election,  I  would  have  let 


and  the  expectant  Let  that  pass — I  did  not 
di0torb  its  sleep— I  did  not  meddle  with  it ;  it 
vas  not  for  me  to  wake  tiie  adder — the  rattlo- 
make— the  good  old  rattlesnake — the  emblem 
ofliberty.  "Don't  tread  on  mel"  I  did  not 
care  one  bntton  which  of  the  contending  partiea 
he  bit — not  one  &rthing. 

Sir,  I  mnst  take  leave  to  express  myself  here, 
aa  eviet^where  else,  in  my  plain  firemde^  plan- 
tation way.  Tbe  little  advancement — and  I 
oannot  say  that  I  feel  it  very  highly,  dr— from 
a  minority  to  a  colonelcy,  has  never  altered 
my  manners,  and  never  shall,  either  in  this 
L^islature  or  oat  of  it ;  and  I  shall  oontinne  to 
be  the  same  man,  I  trnst,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  that  I  was  befbre.  I  wonld,  therefore, 
ze^ectfolly  move,  that  a  meaaage  be  aent  to  the 


Hoose  of  Bepreeentativee,  reqneeting  of  that 
Hoose  an  office  oopr  of  the  bill  sent  to  them  by 
this  House  on  Uonday  the  26tb  day  of  Jsnnary, 
1807,  sospcmding  for  three  months  the  privilege 
of  tbe  writ  of  habeas  ooitkis  in  certain  cases. 
If  it  does  cot  come  ftom  tnat  House — and  I  un 
rather  afraid  it  will  not— I  do  not  believe  it 
has  been  bnml  either — for  I  have  some  very 
obscnre  recollection  in  my  mind  of  its  disappear- 
ing off  the  file  of  that  Uoase  locg  betnre  the 
war  was  declared,  or  there  was  any  fire  in  the 
O^iitd — I  don't  mean  the  Ubraty  fire,  bnt 
Bces's  Are— John  Bull,  on  that  oocasitHi,  made 
himself  an  Irish  boU:  be  tried  to  break  his 
enemv  the  banker  by  bnn^ng  all  his  not«a 
that  he  coold  lay  ^i"  handw  oa*  I  nmke  yon 
that  motion,  or. 

The  Pbuidkkt  being  about  to  pnt  the  qnea- 
tion  on  agreeing  to  the  motion — 

Ur.  Bxu.  of  New  Hsmpabire,  rose,  merely 
to  suggest  that  this  motion  was  somewhat  of  an 
extraordinary  nature,  and  he  shonld  be  glad  to 
take  a  UtUe  time  to  condder  it.  He  did  not  see 
the  motive  which  had  indcoed  the  gentleman 
to  make  the  motion,  and  at  present  he  moat 
acknowledge  he  should  be  very  unwilling  to 
send  a  proposition  of  this  sort  to  the  House  ot 
Bepreaent^vee. 

ill.  Sktth,  of  Uaryland,  asked  whether  it 
waa  not  re^mred  by  the  Bnles  of  the  Senate 
for  a  reaolntion  of  this  kind  to  lie  one  day. 

The  Ca*iB  declared  Bach  was  the  mle,  nnleaa 
Its  immediate  consideration  was  asked  for  by 
the  mover ;  and  Ur  Bahdolfs  not  pressing  its 
Immediate  oonmderEtion,  it  was  laid  on  tlia 
table  nntU  to-morrow. 

TvKMT,  Ibroh  14. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read-^ 

Mr.  Baitdolfh  rose,  and  addnmed  the  Sen- 
ate nearly  four  hours,  on  the  snt^eot  of  the 
resolution  which  he  eabmitted  y«eterday,  and 
on  varioQs  topics  connected  with  that  and 
other  politics!  mddents  In  the  history  of  the 
conntry,  particnlarly  on  the  report  made  (by 
Mr.  John  Quotor  Adaha}  horn  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  in  1807,  in  the  c^e  of 
John  Smith,  a  Senator  ftom  Ohio,  charged  with 
being  an  sssociate  in  Burr's  conspiracy — which 
report  Mr.  R.  oonclnded  by  moring  to  have 
pnnted  for  the  nse  of  the  S^tat«,  (and  with- 
drawing the  modon  that  he  made  yesterday,  ia 
regard  to  the  bill  suspending  the  privilege  oi 
the  writ  of  habeas  ooipns,  that  bill  having  been 
eincfl  found.) 

The  motion  to  print  tbe  report  was  negativ- 
ed, without  a  coimt,  and  then,  about  4  o'clock. 

The  Senate^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sizmohb,  went 
into  the  oonaidertLtion  of  Executive  busiimsB. 
.  {This  day  the  final  question  on  the  celebrated 
Panania  lussion  was  decided ;  and  here  is  the 
place  to  insert  the  record  of  oonfidential  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  ordered  by  the  Senate,  by  a 
vote  tm  this  day,  to  be  made  pubfio.  Ibooe 
prooeedingB  are  as  fidlowa,  Til :] 
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TfwDSMBDAT,  Febniaiy  IB. 
Stent  Sxtoutive  FroeMdinfft, 

Hr.  Tut  Bdxdt,  of  Hew  Toi^  Bobmitted  the 
fidlowing  reaolntionB : 

Sfelv^  Thkt  upon  tha  qoMtlon  irhether  the 
Vidled  Bute*  ihall  be  rapresented  in  the  Cangrera 
of  Puuma,  the  Senate  oaght  to  aot  with  open 
doon ;  nnless  it  ihall  appeir  tbftt  the  pnbllMtion 
of  documenti,  neoeanrj  to  be  nferred  to  in  de> 
bate,  will  be  prejadici&l  to  eiurting  n^otistioiu. 

Saolted,  That  the  FrMfdent  be  rupoctfhlly  re- 
qoetted  to  Inform  th«  Benste  whether  inch  objee- 
tion  exists  to  the  pnblio^on  of  the  doenmeota 
conuniuilMted  bj  the  Execntire,  or  ui;  portion  of 
them  1  and,  if  io,  to  apeeiiy  the  ptula,  the  publica- 
tion of  which  would,  for  that  leaMU,  be  olijec- 


Oa  the  question  to  agree  thereto — 

It  wu  determined  in  the  affiniutiT&— jeas 

WutstKOiT,  Febnury  39. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
motion  mbmitted  hj  Mr.  Kowur  on  the  20th 
Instant;  and  the  same  having  been  modified  at 
the  instance  of  lb.  Wooi>bdbt,  as  fbllovs : 

Sftolvtd,  That  It  ii  the  ouqiiMtloiiable  right  of 
the  Senate  to  call,  in  reipectM  teima,  upon  the 
FreadeaC  of  the  United  Sutea,  for  anch  informa- 
tion as  uiaj  be  In  bii  ponesdon,  and  which  the 
Benate  deem  Dccensar;  to  the  tUthful  diacharffe  of 
the  datie«  imposed  upon  it  b  j  the  constitution ; 
and,  more  eipeciallj,  the  duties  resulting  from  mat- 
tera  which  the  con«titutioQ  makes  it  tiie  dntj  of 
the  Premdent  to  sabmit  to  the  Benate,  for  its  ad* 
vice  and  conaenL 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  two  fbllowiDg  resolntioiia,  of 
the  IMh  Instant,  tIz:  " lUtolvKl,  That,  apon  the 
question  whether  the  United  States  shall  be  rapre- 
Mated  in  the  Congreai  of  Panama,  the  Benate 
ought  to  act  with  open  doon;  anleaa  it  ehall  ap- 
pear that  the  publication  of  documentH,  necessarj 
to  be  referred  to  in  debate,  will  be  prejudicial  to 
eilsdng  Degotiations.  Retolved,  That  the  Proai- 
dent  be  reqieotfull;  requested  to  inform  the  Senate, 
wtietberiuch  objections  eiist  to  the  publicndoo  of 
tiie  documenls  commmiicated  b;  the  Executive,  or 
■nj  portion  of  them ;  and,  tf  so,  to  specifj  the 
paa^  the  publication  of  which  would,  for  that  rea- 
•on,  be  objectionable :" — requested  lufomiBtion  in 
the  possession  of  the  BieentiTe,  and  In  his  poasea- 
^n  onlj,  which  the  Senate  deemed  important  to 
nide  ila  ded«on  on  a  suldect  within  the  scope  of 
tte  adrising  powers,  and  oeeplj  interesting  to  the 
States  and  to  the  people  of  tUs  Union. 

Jtfelvtd,  That  the  message  of  the  Fretident,  in 
the  following  words,  tIi  ;  "In  answer  to  the  two 
Tesolntions  of  the  Senate  of  the  ISth  instaot,  mark- 
ed (Biecnlii'e,)  and  which  I  have  receiTcd,  I  stale, 
reapectfiillj,  that  all  the  communications  from  me 
to  the  Senate,  relating  to  the  Cong;reBs  at  Pansma, 
hare  been  made,  like  all  other  communications  upon 
Execntire  business,  in  amjidente,  and  most  of  them 
tn  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Benate  r«- 
qoeatinK  tbeio  confidential);.  BeUering  that  the 
•■tabllabed  usage  of  free  confldeatial  conununlca- 
tions,  between  the  Eteoutite  and  the  Senate,  ought, 
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for  the  public  interest,  to  be  preserved  unimpaired, 
I  deem  it  m;  Indispensable  dut;  to  leave  to  the 
Senate  Itself  the  decision  of  a  question,  involving  a 
departure,  hitherto,  so  far  as  I  ua  infonued,  with- 
out eismple,  from  that  usage,  and  upon  the  mo- 
tives for  which,  not  being  informed  of  them,  I  do 
not  feel  mjsclf  competent  to  decide  " — does  not 
give  to  the  Senate  the  information  requested, 
"whether  the  publication  of  the  doooments,"  or 
"  an;  portion  of  them,"  communicated  b;  the  £i- 
ecutive,  as  to  the  mission  Co  Panama,  "would  be 
prfriadtcial  to  existing  negotiations." 

SMolpid,  That  the  Senate  has  the  sole  right  hi 
all  cases  to  determine  what  shall  be  the  "rules  of 
its  proceediogsi"  and  that  the  President  cannot  in- 
terfere with  Che  same,  without  violating  the  consC^ 
tutional  privileges  of  the  Senate. 

Stiolvtd,  That  the  Senate  haa  the  sole  right  to 
determine,  what  are  Its  existing  "  rules  of  proceed- 
ings," whether  founded  on  "  usage  "  or  pomtive 
wHtten  regulations — and  that  the  Presideat  cannot 
olDciall;  decide  what  those  rules  are,  or  whether 
an;  proposed  mode  of  acdng,  is  a  "departure" 
from  them  "  without  example,"  or  whether  it  be 
essential  to  the  "public  interest,"  that  some  sup- 
posed "usage"  of  the  Senate  should  "be  preserved 
unimpaired!^ 

SMolvtd,  That  it  is  not  competent  for  the  Preu- 
dent,  on  a  call  from  the  Senate,  to  decline  ^ving 
information,  whether  "  Che  publication  of  docu- 
ments uecessar;  to  be  referred  to  io  debate,  will  be 
pr^ndldal  to  existing  negotiations,"  on  the  ground 
that  be  disapproves  of  the  mode  of  prooeedlng 
which  the  Senate  proposes  to  follow  on  the  sulyect 
to  which  those  documents  relate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bxaroif.  of  SDasonri,  to 
postpone  the  some  indefinitelj,  a  dirlslon  of 
the  qaealion  was  called  for. 

On  the  qaeation  to  postpone  indefinite!;,  the 
firtt  reaolatjon — 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeaa  M, 
najs  30. 


of  the  Senators  praaent, 
Those  who  voted  in  the  afflrmadve,  are^ 
TsAS. — Uessrs.  Barton,  BeU,   Bouli^,  Oham- 
bers,  Chase,  Olajton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,   Johnston  of   Louisiana,   Knight,  Llo;d, 


Those  who  voted  in  the  n^^tive,  are, 

JTatb. — Hessrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch^CIian- 
dler,  Cobb,  IHckereon,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Flndla;,  Ehrne, 
Johnson  of  Kentuckv,  Kane,  King,  Uacon,  fian- 
dolph,  Bowan,  Tan  Buren,  White,  Williams,  and 
Woodbur;— 80. 

On  the  qoestion  to  postpone,  indefinite!;,  the 
§eomd  resolution, 

It  was  determined  in  Qi»  afflrmatjve — feas 
M,  nays  SO. 

On  the  qoeetion  to  postpone,  IndeflnltelT',  the 
third  resolntlon. 

It  was  determined  in  Om  affinnaUve — jeas 
24^  najs  30. 

On  Uie  qnestion  to  pos^xme,  indeflnitdj',  the 
ftwrik  resolation, 
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It  was  dMennined  in  the  atHrnrntin—yoaa 
94,  DK7B  SO. 

On  the  qQestion  to  poitpoiie,  isdeSnitely,  the 
Jifth  resolution, 

It  wu.  detennined  in  the  sfBrnutive — f eaa 
24,  nft7s  80. 

On  the  qaestion  to  postpone,  indefinitely,  the 
mlA  NsolutioD, 

It  wu  determined  in  the  kfflnnatiT^-jreu 
S4,  B^a  80. 

Mr.  HoLiCBS,  of  Uiine^  Bnbmitted  the  follow- 
ing motiOD : 

Rttolved,  Thit  the  Betwte  luvliig,  on  the  lOth 
d>j  of  Febroar;,  paawd  the  foUowlDg  reBoIuUoiu : 

"  Rnolvei,  liitt,  opoQ  tbe  qnestlon  whether  tho 
tTidted  Bute!  Bhill  be  represented  io  tbe  Congren 
of  Fanama,  the  Senate  ought  to  act  with  open 
doon,  anleaa  It  shall  appear  that  the  publication  of 
documents,  neeeisarj  to  be  referred  to  io  debate, 
will  be  prejudicial  to  eiiadng  negoUatiotis. 

"Betolvtd,  That  the  President  be  respectiHiII; 
reqneated  to  inform  the  Senate,  whether  such  ob- 
jection eiista  to  the  pubUca^on  of  the  documents 
GomiDUnicated  by  the  ExecuUve  or  an;  portion  of 
tbem ;  and,  if  so,  to  specify  the  parte,  the  publica- 
tion of  which  woold,  for  that  leaaoo,  be  objection- 
able." 

To  which  the  Fremdeot  retorned  tlie  follow- 
ing message  in  anawer,  vis : 

"  WAaBiNOTOH,  Rbrvarf  16,  18SS. 
"  7b  (A<  &n<Kt  0/ tA«  Vmittd  ataUi ; 

"  In  answer  to  the  two  raaolatioDe  of  the  Senate, 
of  the  IBth  instant,  QMiifced  (Eieco^Te,)  and  whieh 
I  bare  nceired,  I  state,  reepectfiillr,  that  all  the 
eommunicatioiis  from  me  to  the  Senate,  relating  to 
tbe  Congress  at  Panama.,  hare  been  made,  tike  ail 
other  communications  upon  Eiecndve  buaineas.  In 
tonjidtnet,  and  most  of  them  ia  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  tbe  Senate  requeatioK  tbem  confiden- 
tly. Beliering  tbnt  the  established  nsage  of  ftee 
confidential  communications,  between  Ihe  Eiecu- 
tlre  and  tbe  Senate,  ouchc,  for  tbe  public  interest, 
to  be  preserred  miiinpalred,  I  deem  It  my  indispen- 
sable duty  to  leare  to  tbe  Senate  itself  the  deelAon 
of  a  question,  ioTolTiog  a  departnre,  hitherto,  so 
Itr  as  I  am  Informed,  without  example,  from  that 
UMge,  and  upon  tbe  moUTss  for  which,  not  being 
,  Informed  of  tbem,  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent 
to  decide. 

JOHN  QDINCT  ADAMS." 

Endtti,  That,  as  tbe  Senate  have  not  been  In. 
formed  by  the  President,  whether  tbe  publication 
of  the  docnments,  in  relation  to  tbe  proposed  mis- 
sion to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  would  affect  any 
pending  negolia^oos,  it  is  expedient  to  proceed  to 
the  disciuuon  of  the  subject  of  that  misslDn  witb 
closed  doors. 

On  tuotloB  by  Ur.  Euro,  the  Senate  ad- 
jonrned. 

TauBsnAT,  Febrnuj  88. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  ooosideratjon  of  the 
motion  sabroitted  yeaterday,  bj  Ur,  Hducbs,  of 
ICaine,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  miaeion  to 
tbe  Congress  at  Panama. 

On  motion,  b^  Mr.  Dioxxnaoif,  of  K.  J.,  to 
mead  tbe  same,  bf  striking  ont  all  Biter  the 


Bestdved,"  where  it  first  owtors,  and  in< 
aerting  In  lion  thereof  tbe  following : 

Rev^ntd,  That  althoogh  the  Senate  cannot  find, 
hi  tbe  answer  of  the  Fte^dent  of  the  United  Statea 

their  resolutions  oif  tiie  ISth  Instant,  tebtive  to  ■ 
the  proposed  mission  to  Panama,  any  distinct  ia- 
formatfon  that  the  publication  of  the  commnnica- 
tlons,  ^uded  to  in  said  reMlutions,  would  or  woold 
not  be  pr^udicial  to  existing  negotiationa,  they 
Sadastrongobjectionon  the  part  of  the  Freddeat, 
to  the  publuation  of  those  communications,  inas- 
much aa  they  were  made  "  in  confidence,  and  most 
of  tbem  in  compliance  with  a  reBOlation  of  the  Sen- 
ate, requesting  them  confidentially."  Aod  allhoo^ 
die  Senate  hare  tbe  right  to  pubhsh  commnmca- 
tions  so  made,  and  to  discuss  the  same,  with  open 
doon,  without  the  assent  of  tbe  Freddent,  wliea, 
in  tbeir  opinion,  the  public  Interest  may  require 
such  publication  and  such  discusmon,  they  do  not 
think  that  present  circumstances  require  tbe  exer- 
cise of  this  rigbt,  so  far  as  respects  a  discimion  <rf 
those  confidential  commnnicatiana  with  open  doocki 
Therefore, 

Saohed,  That  the  dlsenssion  upon  the  proposed 
mlsdon  to  Panama,  and  the  confidendal  conunani- 
eaUons  upon  the  same,  be  held  with  doaed  doors. 

On  motion,  bj  Mr.  Wamt,  of  Toon. 

To  amend  the  proposed  amendment,  br  strik- 
ing ont  the  following  words :  ^Eaohed,  That 
tbe  disonarion  npon  the  proposed  miarion  to 
Panama,  and  the  oonfldeDtial  oommonications 
apon  the  same,  be  held  with  closed  doors,"  and 
inaerting  "  BMOhti,  That  (he  Senate  cannot, 
consistentlj  with  the  iatj  which  it  owea  to 
the  United  States  tM  to  itMlJ^  proceed  to 
ooDSider  tbe  espedieno]'  of  appointing  Ministers 
to  attend  tbe  Congieas  at  Panama,  until  it  can 
reoeive  (Le  information  neceesarj  to  enable  it 
to  determine  wbetlier  tbe  ooDaidention  of  that 
qneatioQ  on^t  to  be  with  open  or  with  closed 

On  Ibe  question,  "  Will  the  Senate  agree  to 
thia  amendment,"  a  division  of  the  qneetion 
was  called  fbr ;  and  it  was  taken  on  ttritittf  mtt, 
and  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  87, 

On  tbe  question  to  insert  tbe  amendment  last 
proposed,  it  woa  determined  in  tbe  negative— 
jeaa  IS,  naya  SI, 

Tbe  qa«etioa  recurring  on  tbe  adc^tioa 
of  the  amendment  first  propoeed  to  tbe  ori- 
ginal motion,  amended  by  striking  ont  the  last 

On  tbe  onestion,  "  Will  the  Senate  agree  to 
thia  amenamentl "  a  division  of  tbe  qnestiaa 
was  called  fbr ;  and, 

On  tbe  qneetion  to  tMkt  out  all  the  original 
motion,  after  tbe  wcod  "  Resolved,"  where  it 
first  occurs,  it  was  determined  in  the  afBrmative 
— jeaa  81,  nays  18, 

On  the  question  to  insert  the  priq>oeed  amend- 
ment, it  was  detennined  in  tte  afflrmatiTo— 
yeaa  37,  naya  IS, 

So  it  was 

Xtnlind,  Tliat,  ahliough  tlie  Senate  cannot  Bnd, 
in  the  answer  of  the  President  of  tbe  Cnlted  States 
to  tb^  lesoluUons  of  the  lEth  inataut,  relatife  to 
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tbe  proposed  miidon  to  Putmt,  ad;  dittinct  in- 
fbrnnUton  that  tfae  pubUcatiOD  of  the  commimiM- 
ttona,  mUnded  to  io  nld  Tssolutioiia,  vould  df  would 
not  be  pnyndicul  to  eiiitJog  negotiatioaB,  the; 
And  •  atning  objection,  on  ^  p«rt  of  the  Pred- 
dent,to(he  pubUcattonof  tboM  eominnnieatloat, 
iDumnch  M  Ibe;  were  mftdo  "In  nonfldenoe,  and 
the  most  of  them  In  oompUonce  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  reqneBdng  them  confidentiall  j."  And, 
ahhoogh  the  Senate  hare  the  right  to  pnbiiih  com- 
manicatJons  lo  made,  and  to  diA^naa  the  etme  with 
open  doors,  without  the  assent  of  the  Preddent, 
when,  in  their  opimon,  the  publio  interest  ma;  re- 
qnin  such  pnbliaatloa  and  SDch  disonsslon,  the;  do 
■tot  tbii^  Ukat  present  dronmstaneee  require  the 
exercise  of  this  right,  so  bx  as  respects  acUsco^on 
of  ttiose   oonfidontlal  oomntonications  with  open 

Feidat,  Febrnarr  34. 

On  motion,  by  Ur,  Liotd,  of  Maw^  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  oondder  Uie  resolntion  re- 
ported b;  Qie  Oommittee  on  Foreign  BeUtioDB, 
UL  relation  to  the  expediency  of  sending  Minie- 
ters  to  the  Ot«kgreaa  of  Panama;  it  was 
determined  in  the  afBmuitdve — jeas  SS,  nays 
12. 

On  motion,  h;  Mr.  Hatxs,  of  S,  0.,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  ftirther  conaideration  of  the 
reeolntion  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  daj  for,  Uonday  next 

MossaT,  Haroh  13. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  otmsideradon  of  the 

reeointioa    reported    t>7   the    Committee   on 

Foreign  Relsbooi,  relative  to  the  ezpedfenoT 

of  eendiog  Ministers  to  the  OoogreaB  at  Patuv- 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Ur.  BEStox,  of  Mo., 
to  amend  tlie  «iud  reeolntion,  by  striking  ont  all 
after  "  Bfobiei^  and  inserting  "  TliBt  the  Sen- 
ate eannot  advise  that  it  is  expadiant  fbr  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  seed 
Kinistcn  to  the  Congress  of  Amcnoan  n&tions 
at  Panama,  before  it  shall  have  received  eatis- 
fiictoTT  information  npoo  the  folloiring  points : 
nrst,  the  Bnbjecte  to  which  the  attention  of 
that  Congress  will  I>e  directed;  secondly,  the 
Botntance  and  form  of  the  powers  lo  be  given 
to  the  respective  Reprceeotativee ;  thirdly,  the 
inode  of  organizing  tiie  Oongreas ;  foorthly,  the 
mode  of  action  in  deciding  uie  qnesttons  which 
may  be  tnbmitted  to  tk" 

^e  Senate  then  a^jonmed. 

TuaanaT,  March  14. 

Tfae  Senate  reenmed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  bf  the  Oomioittee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  relative  lo  the  expediency 
of  sendtog  Ministers  to  tiie  Congress  of  Pana- 
ma, together  with  the  amendment  proposed 
thereto  by  Mr.  Bbnton, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Burrair,  of  Miaaonri, 
the  said  ameadment  waa  modified  as  fbHowa  : 
Strike  ont  all  after  ".EesulMd,"  aod  insert, 
«*TbatitisiiotBq)edientfor  tiie  United  Btatea 


to  send  any  Ministers  to  the  Oongress  <rf 
American  nations  assembled  at  Panama,  before 
it  shall  have  received  satis&ctory  infonnatioD 
npon  the  following  points:  1st.  The  sntileota 
to  wbiob  the  attention  of  the  OoDgrem  will  be 
directed :  2dlv.  The  BnbstAQce  and  form  <tf 
the  powers  to  be  given  to  the  respective  Repre- 
sentatives :  Bdly.  The  mode  of  oiganizing  the 
GoDgrees :  4tb]y.  The  mode  of  action  in  decid- 
ing the  qnestions  which  nuy  be  submitted  to 
it.'* 

Onmotion  by  Mr,  Hathk,  of  Sooth  Carolina, 
that  the  forther  conaideration  of  the  resolution, 
with  the  proposed  amendment,  be  postponed 
to  Friday  next;  it  was  determined  in then^a- 
tive— yeas  20,  navH  26, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bbbd,  of  Misaisdpfii,  that 
he  be  ezonsed  from  voting  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  it  waa  determined  in  the  affirnui> 
tive  — yeaa  83,  nays  19. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  reeolation,  it  waa  detennined 
in  the  fugatwe — yeas  19,  nays  34. 

A  motion,  was  made  b;  Mr.  Yaa  Bnsxir,  of 
Kew  York,  to  amend  the  reeolntion,  by  adding 
thereto  the  following : 

Rttdind,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  authorizing  the  Prerideat  of  the  United 
Btates  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  "  Ambassadors, 
and  other  public  Ministers,"  authorizes  the  nomina* 
tion  and  appointment  to  offices  of  a  diplomallo 
character  only,  existing  by  virtue  of  intematioaal 
laws ;  and  does  not  authorize  the  nomination  and 
appointment  (under  the  name  of  ITtnMen)  of  Be{h 
reaentatives  to  an  Assembly  <^  Hations,  like  the 
proposed  Congress  of  Panama,  who,  from  the  obf 
ture  of  their  appoinLoMnt,  mnat  be  mere  depaUes, 
unknown  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  without  diido 
matio  character  or  privilege, 

Sttolntd,  That  the  power  of  forming  or  entering 
[io  any  manner  whatever)  Into  new  political  asso- 
ciations, or  confederacies,  belongs  to  the  people  rf 
the  United  States,  in  their  eovereign  character, 
being  one  of  tfae  powers  which,  not  having  been 
delegated  lo  the  GovemmeDt,  is  reserved  to  the 
States  or  people ;  and  that  it  Is  not  within  the  oon- 
aUtntional  power  of  the  Fedetal  Qovemment  to 
appdnt  Deputies  or  Repreeentalirea  of  any  deoorip. 
tion,  to  represent  the  United  States  in  the  Congress 
of  Panama,  or  to  partidpato  in  the  deliberation,  or 
discusdon,  or  recommendation,  of  acts  of  that  Con- 

lUtahed,  As  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  that 
(waiving  the  question  of  constitutional  power)  the 
appointment  of  Deputies  to  tiie  Congress  of  Pana> 
ma,  by  tfae  United  States,  according  to  the  Invita- 
tion gi^en,  and  its  conditional  acceptance,  would  be 
a  depattnre  from  that  wise  and  settled  policy  In 
which  the  Intercourse  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations  has  hitherto  been  ragldated,  and 
may  endanger  the  fHendly  relations  wfakb  now 
happily  exist  between  us  and  the  Spanish  American 
States,  by  creating  expectations  that  engagements 
wHl  be  entered  into  by  us,  at  that  Congress,  which 
the  Senate  could  not  rat!^,  and  of  which  the  people 
of  tlie  United  States  would  not  approre. 

IUioIb^  That  the  advaAtages  of  the  proposed 
misdon  lo  the  Congress  of  Panama,  ^  attainable,) 
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would,  In  tba  o[diiioD  of  the  Senate,  be  batter  ob- 
talaw),  without  each  haurd,  bj  the  attenduioe  of 
one  01  our  prefent  HioUtei*  netr  either  of  the 
Spanish  GoTeromeiitB,  aulboriied  to  expien  the 
deep  interest  we  feel  in  their  proiperitj,  and  in- 
Mmcted  fuUj  to  eiplaln  (when  requested)  the 
great  priaciplea  of  our  policy,  bnt  without  being  a 
member  of  that  Coagrese,  and  without  power  to 
comuit  the  United  Statea  to  anj  itipuJated  mode 
of  enforcing  those  prindples,  In  anj  snppoMd  or 
poauble  state  of  the  world. 

And,  on  tlie  anettloii  to  agree  tLereto,  it  wu 
determiDed  in  ue  negative — je$a  19,  nsfB  84. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  Teeolntion  re- 
ported \>j  the  committee,  ]u  the  Ibllowing 
words: 

JUmlsad,  That  It  if  not  expedient,  at  this  time, 
tw  (he  United  States  to  send  an;  Hinialers  to  the 
Ccmgren  of  American  nations  aaembled  at  Panama: 

It  waa  determined  in  the  rugatiw—jem  19, 
nvraSt. 

The  yecm  and  na;e  being  denred  b;  one-flftfa 
of  the  Beaators  present, 

ThoM  wbo  Toted  in  the  affirmatiTe,  are : 

Uesers.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Ealon,  Findliv,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Kane, 

"'       "aeon,  Randolph,  B  —     -         

a,  Woodbury— 19. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are: 

■essrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Bouligny,  Chamlien,  Chase, 
Clayton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hendricka,  Johuaon 
of  Kentucky,  Johugtoo  of  Loulsiaiia,  Euight,  Lloyd, 
lEarks,  Milk,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Ganford, 
Seymour,  Bmilh,  Thomss,  Van  Dyke,  Willey.— SI. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Unxt,  of  Hassacbnsetts, 
that  the  Senate  proceed  to  consider  the  nomi- 
nations  of  Richard  0.  Anderson,  John  Sergeant, 
and  William  B.  RocbesteT,  oootuned  in  the 
Ueaeage  of  the  36tb  Beoember;  it  was  deter- 
mined Id  the  affirmative— yeas  26,  nays  19. 

On  the  qnestion,  "  Will  Uie  Senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  Biobord  0.  An- 
derson t "  It  was  determined  in  the  offlnnatdve 
—yeas  87,  naje  17. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  being  desired  by  one'^fth 
of  the  Senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  afflrmotive,  are : 

I.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Boollguy,  Cham- 


Kane,  Koight,  Lloyd,  Harks,  MilU,  Noble,  Reed, 
Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  fimith,  Tho- 
nua.  Tan  Dyke,  WiUey.— 27. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are ; 

Heesrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandlei,  Cobt),  Dick- 
•isok,  Eatou,  fIndUy,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Elnc,  Ifacon, 
Randolph,  Rowan,  Tan  Buren,  While,  Williams, 
Woodbury.— J7. 

On  the  qneetion,  "  Will  the  Senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  John  Sergeant!" 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  26, 
nays  IB. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-flAh 
of  the  Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  afKrmatirc^  ore : 


ISemrt.  Bartmi,  Bell,  Bouligny,  Chambers,  Ohase, 
Clayton,  Edwards,  Hodby,  HanisM),  Bendrieks, 
Jcdutson  of  Eentueky,  JohnMoo  of  Lonidana,  Eane, 
Enigfat,  Lloyd,  UaAs,  MiUs,  Noble,  Robbing  Rng- 
ries,  Sanfbrd,  Seyroonr,  Smith,  Tliainas,  Tan  Dyke, 
Willej.— M, 

Those  who  voted  in  Ote  negative,  are : 

Heasra.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cohl>, 
Dickeieon,  Eaton,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Kin«,  kUcwi, 
Bandoldi,  Reed,  Rowan,  Tan  Buren,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Woodbury. — 18. 

On  the  question,  "Will  Qm  Senate  adviao 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  William  B. 
Rochester  T  "  It  was  det«rmiDed  in  the  affirm- 
-itive — yeas  S8,  nays  16. 

The  yeas  and  nays  b^g  d«dred  by  one-fifth 


Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Boaligny,  Cham- 
bers, Cbiae,  Clayton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Harrison, 
Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Loo- 
iriana,  Kue,  Knight,  Lloyd,  Uaki,  HiUe,  Noble, 
Reed,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Banford,  Seymonr,  Bmi^^_ 
Thomas,  Tan  Dyke,  Willey.— 28. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  ore : 
Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dick- 

iolph^ 

So  it  was 

Btttdvtd,  That  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to 
the  appoiatmeots  of  iUchsrd  C.  Anderson,  John 
Sergeant,  and  William  B.  Rochester,  agreeably  to 
their  nominations  respectively. 

Hr.  BsKBtiN,  of  Geor^  aabmitted  the  f<d- 
lowing  resolotion : 

Suolvtd,  That  the  Iqjnnctlon  of  secrecy  be  TV- 
moved  from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  sending  Uiniiten  to  the  AsMmbly  of 
American  Nations  at  Panama,  and  that  Ute  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  cause  the  same  to  be  poblUted, 
via; 

Reatdutlons  of  the  Senate  of  tbe  16th  of  Febru- 
ary, and  proceedings  thereon.  Froceedinga  of  the 
Senate  of  the  SSd,  SSd,  and  Mth  February,  and  of 
the  18th  and  Hth  of  March. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  reeola- 
tdon. 

On  the  (jnestion,  "  Will  the  Senate  agree  to 
the  resolution  t"  It  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  S7. 

The  yeas  and  naya  tteing  denred  by  (me^fth 
of  the  Senators  present. 

Those  who  vot«d  in  the  affirmative,  are  : 

UessTs.  Barton,  Benton,  Berrien,  Boolinij, 
Branch,  Chambers,  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Diokcr* 
BOD,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Harrison,  H&Tne, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johoaton 
of  Louisiana,  Elans,  Eing,  Lloyd,  Uacoo,  Xartn, 
Hills,  Noble,  Reed,  Rowan,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Sev. 
mour,  Smith,  Tan  Buren,  White,  WiHey,  WilliaAu, 
Woodbury,— S7. 

Soitwaa 

Saolatd,  That  the  Iqjnnation  of  ieerecy  be  i«. 
tooved  from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  on  lh«  vobi 
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J«ot  of  sen^JigHiuIsMra  tothe  AMembljorAmeri- 
ovl  Natioiu  at  Panania,  and  that  the  Secietarj  of 
tho  Senate  eanee  the  same  to  be  pabliihed,  Tti : 

BeBoluttoM  of  the  Senate  of  tbe  IGth  of  Febm- 
nj,  and  proeaedinga  ttiereoa.  ProMediuge  of  the 
Senate  of  the  S2d,  23d,  aod  Uth  February,  and  of 
the  13th  and  Uth  of  March.    Trne  «itnoU  from 

the  JoomaL  

Attest,  WALTKS  LOWBIE,  Bee*;. 

DAaXs  on  tht  Fanama  MMan  in  Saont  Set- 


[These  prooeedingB  being  pablished,  here  is 
the  place  to  insert  that  put  of  the  debate,  in 
the  secret  seedon,  above  sketched  out,  which  it 
is  ia  OUT  power  to  publish  from  authentic 
eonroea.    It  is  therefore  here  introdaoed.]  * 

The  foUowiiu  reaolution,  mbmitted  hy  the 
Oommittee  of  Foreign  BektiooB,  beiog  uider 
conaidentlon^ 

"Sttohtd,  That  It  Is  not  expedient,  at  this  Ume, 
for  the  United  Statu  to  send  an;  Hinlstere  to  the 
CongiraM  of  Aneiican  HaUons  aaKmbled  at  Pana- 

Ur.  Hattr,  of  Bouth  Oerolina,  tddreesedthe 
.  SenAte,  in  snbstance,  as  follows : 

In  order  to  decide  on  tbe  expedieno7  of  the 
proposed  miflBioa  to  the  Oongress  of  FaiiBma, 
and  to  ascertain  how  it  ma;  ^eot  our  Qentral- 
it?,  it  is  neceeaar;  to  determine,  in  the  flrat 
place,  th«  eharaeUr  of  thai  Gmqrtm.  And 
bere  I  shall  take  it  for  geanted,  that  the  character 
fA  the  Oougrees  wUl,  in  no  degree,  be  affected 
iiT  the  instructioas  which  may  m  given  to  obr 
Kinisten,  bat  can  onl;  be  asoertained  ftom  its 
declared  and  aoknowtedged  objects.  It  is  from 
the  (i0eii(n«Bla,  published  to  the  world,  and  from 
these  alone,  that  the  pnblio  can  know  the 
pDrposes  for  which  this  Congress  is  to  be 
assembled.  Tbeae  most  stamp  ita  obaraoter  as 
peaoefnl  or  belligerent,  in  the  estimation  of 
mankind.  Now,  on  this  branch  of  tbe  Bobjeot, 
we  are  most  fbrtunately  furnished  with  informa- 
Idon,  aatbentio,  foil,  and  perfeotljr  aatiaflutor; 


•  TU»dat«ta  took  pbea  vltA  aloMd  doon,  but  with  tha 
nadantuidlag  th*t  Hdi  ScutoT  ml^t  (aftar  It  wai  orer] 
psbtUi  Ui  ipMCb— of  wbloh  h^  or  connA,  would  bs  tbt 
ivpottflT,  ud  of  which  prtTllflge  BCTnal  Btnaton  avaitad 
tbeoBalTei.  It  wi*  ths  prladpal  dahUa  o(  tba  UMloii,  and 
enlsrad  targtly  Isto  Uia  eanUat,  Uwn  hot,foT  partf  npram- 


galsat  IL  II  wu  euTlad  through  both 
Honaea  of  Congnn,  bat  daprlTed  of  III  pntHgt  aadar  tha 
beavT  blowa  whloh  It  rec4lfad{  ud  baeuua  abortlTa  from 
theftllDTear  thaCoDgnueTulDmeat.  LadDg.  ■>  It  hiw, 
tba  hot  Intareit  dertnd  trom  partf  amtcntlon,  the  d  ' 
(•trtppad  of  Ismponr;  (oplct)  ratilni  ■  paimuent  nine 
from  tlu  abCUtr  whlah  It  dsTelopad,  and  tha  vlewi  of  u- 
ttoaal  poUfl^  which  It  oponad.  Amongst  the  ablcat  amua- 
tloDI  0f  tho  mind  which  It  preaantad,  wm  tha  nport  fti>m 
Iha  fiaDiti'i  Coounlttea  of  Foreign  Bahitloiu,  drawn  br  Ur. 
T^iawill,  oDa  of  Iha  eomralttaa,  and  preaantad  by  Ifr,  Ih- 
eoB,  Ita  eha]niiu--who,  whan  eompllmaated  upon  tha  ■blUtr 
af  his  report,  wu  iccnatomed  to  uawar,  with  tha  Intagrllr 
of  Ua  charactar— "  Tea  1  It  It  ■  varj  abls  npoit :  Ta»*aU 


Infonnatiou,  not  possessed  b;  ns  alone,  but 
which  has  been  published  to  all  tbe  world. 
Tbe  following  are  the  sources  from  whence  we 
derive  our  knowledge  as  to  the  character  and 
objects  of  tbe  Oongress  of  Panama — souroea 
equallf  open  to  ever;  nation  in  Europe ; 

1st.  A  work  on  the  necesaitj  of  a  general 
federation  of  tbe  Sonth  American  States,  pub- 
lished at  Ltraa  in  18SS,  bj  Btmarda  Mon^ 
Uagvdo,  SOoister  of  State  and  Foreign  AfiWi 
of  Pern,  Ac. 

ad.  Bolivar's  circular  and  proclamation. 

8d.  Tbe  conventions  between  five  of  the  Span- 
iah  American  Repnbhcs,  voder  uAfcA  the  Con- 
gress is  about  to  assemble. 

4th.  The  communication  in  the  offidal  Oa- 
lette  of  Colombia,  in  Febroarj  last^  of  some 
of  the  specific  points  which  are  to  form  the 
sntijeots  of  tbe  deliberations  of  the  Con- 
gress. 

From  these  combined  Boorcee,  we  wiU  be 
enabled  to  derive  the  most  satistsctorj  and  con- 
dnaive  information,  as  to  the  trae  character  of 
the  Congress ;  and  when  that  phall  be  asoei^ 
t^ned,  the  task  will  be  easy  to  show  what 
effect  most  be  produced  on  our  relations  to- 
wards Spain  bj  our  taking  anj  part  in  the 
deliberationa  of  that  assembly. 

From  tbe  work  of  Monteagvdo,  (an  abstract 
of  which  will  be  found  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Korth  American  Review,)  it  appears  that 
tbe  prqject  of  a  Confederacy  of  the  Sonth 
American  States  was  conceived  as  early  aa 
1831 ;  that,  in  1833,  Bolivar,  as  President  of 
Colombia,  invited  Uexico,  Pern,  Chili,  and  Bne- 
noe  Ayres,  "  to  send  delegates  to  Pansma,  wlA 
tbe  expreaa  derign  of  establishing  a  Conveder- 
AOT."  In  December,  1834,  conceiving  that  the 
period  had  now  arrived  for  carrying  this  great 
object  into  effect,  he  issned  a  circular,  proposing 
to  the  new  States  that  delegates  shonla  "  mun^ 
diately  be  sent  to  Panama  by  those  Govern- 
ments which  bad  agreed  xo  joni  cr  thb  Cos- 
rEDaKA.OT ; "  aod  he  there  characterizes  the 
meeting  as  one  "  which  was  to  serve  as  K 
oomrsn.  to  v*  in  mr  dutrtttet,"  (which  can 
only  mean,  to  advise  them  bow  U>  carry  on  the 
war,  BO  as  to  bring  it  to  a  sncoessfid  issue,) 

dangers;"  (in  other  words,  to  fnmidi  the 
means  of  making  a  suecesaftd  itand  agunst  tho 
common  enemy,  old  Spain,  by  eqnipping  fleets 
and  raising  armies,  and  by  furnishing  respec- 
tively their  contingent  of  .men,  arms,  and 
money.)  The  anther  of  this  work  was  a  man 
of  nnoommoa  talent  and  great  Influence,  who  not 
only  filled  the  station  of  Uinister  of  State  In 
Pern,  but,  in  behalf  of  that  Stata.  negotiated 
and  mgned  tbe  Convention  wiUi  Colombia^  la 
relation  to  this  very  businesa.  Hla  autbonty, 
therefore,  is  entitled  to  great  weight,  on  a  quee- 
tion  with  which  he  was  so  intimately  aoquunt- 
ed.  He  sums  ap  in  two  lines,  the  duties  of  the  , 
Oongreee,  and  informs  ns  it  is  designed  to  gjve 

"  raOBPIHDBMOE,  PEAOB,  AND   SBCDItltT,  TO  THB 

KEw  Stahb."    Ifidtfmdmee  to  oolonieB  eiH 


ABBIDOHBNT  OF  THB 


Smun.]  DtbttU  ou  At  Pmama  1 

Mged  in  ft  oontwt  vith  tbe  mother  ooddCtj  for 
tta  esUbluhmeDt— P<waes  to  tutioiu  aotoally  la- 
Tolvod  in  yttr—Seeurit]/.  to  those  who  aw  ex- 
poaed  to  all  tli6  ouiultieg  of  Invftdou  from 
ftbroftd  and  oonTnlaions  withia.  And  haw  an 
thoaa  ot{jeois  to  b«  atlainedl  The  aoawer  b 
obnona,  and  ia  given  hj  all  the  doonmente  be- 
^n  09 :  Bj  Auxuf oaa,  offenaire  aikd  defensive ; 
bj  which  eaoh  State  edpolatee  to  make  a  oom* 
mon  oanBe,  and  to  ftiTDiah  their  reqwotive  qnotm 
of  men.  of  monej,  and  of  anas. 

On  thiH  point,  nothing  ehall  bo  left  to  ooijeo- 
tnre  or  uuerence.  I  will  produce  tlu  hi^eat 
poaaible  eTidenoe— oTidanoe  wbieh  miut  aa^aQr 
tlie  moat  soepdcal  aa  to  the  trae  oharaoter  of 
the  Fsnaaia  Congreae.  The  Statca  r^)reaeBted 
there  have  eaitend  into  formal  t»k*.tih  and 
U  ig  under  theae  aolemn  Gonventiooa  that  this 
Congreia  is  amembled.  Under  the  oall  nutde 
npon  the  Preeident  bj  the  Senate  on  the  8d  ot 
Jannarj  last,  he  has  submitted  to  na  Oonven- 
tions  iMtween 

The  Bepnblie  of  Oolombia  and  that  of  OhiU, 

The  Repnblio  of  Oolombia  and  Pern, 

The  BepobUo  of  Oolombia  and  tbe  Federation 
of  tbe  Centre  of  America,  and 

The  Bepnblio  of  Oolombia  and  the  IT.  Mexi- 
can Statea. 

On  looking  into  these  Gonveotion^  (aome  of 
which  were  entered  into  ai  ear]/  as  1633,  and 
one  as  lat«  as  September,  1825,)  we  discover 
that,  in  the  exeontion  of  the  plan  of  the  Libera- 
tor, of  aniting  all  the  Spanish  American  States 
into  "ojn  asKAT  CoBnoKBAOS,"  he  lias  aoc- 
oeeded  in  forming  among  them  treaties  of  alU- 
aooe  offensive  and  defenaTO,  in  peaces  '^  in 
war,  and  the  Congress  of  Panama  ^tviu  mtt  ^ 
and  Is  the  firat  fmit  of;  that  atUanoe.  It  is,  in 
fact,  a  Congress  of  confederated  belligerent 
States,  convened  for  tbe  great  pnrpoae  of  bring- 
ing the  war,  hy  Hkot  combined  efforts,  to  a 
ip«edj  and  sncoeBsful  termination,  and,  at  Uie 
same  time,  of  estsbliabing  a  plan  of  general  co- 
operation, in  all  cases  whatsoever.    These  aa- 

tionsl  shall  establish  beyond  "" '•-■'^.— 

a  doDl>t,  bj  a  brief  reference 
ventions. 

In  the  Convention  between  Oolombia  and 
Ghili,  we  find  the  following  provisions : 

By  tbe  first  article,  it  is  declared  that  "  tbe 
Bepnblio  of  Oolombia  and  tbe  State  of  Chili, 
are  united,  bound,  and  eojifederaUd,  m  peae« 
and  tear,  to  maintain  by  their  inflaenco  and 
forces,  by  sea  and  land — ea  far  as  oircomstances 
permit — their  Independence  of  the  Spanith  7ia- 
tiim,  and  of  any  other  foreign  domination  what- 
soever." 

By  tbe  second  arUde,  these  two  States  "  con- 
traet  a  Uagve  of  close  alliane»  Jbr  tAs  eommen 
d^eaee — for  tbe  aeonrity  of  their  independence 
and  liberty,  for  their  reciprocal  and  geoeral 
good,  and  for  their  internal  tranqnillity,  obii^ng 
themselves  to  »uecor  Meh  other,  and  to  repel  in 
oommon  «e«ry  attaeita  invasion,  which  may  in 
•ny  manner  threaten  Qmr  poliUcal '~~' " 


[1LUKM,1M». 

Br  the  third  article  it  ia  decdared,  "  the  Be- 
|nil>ue  of  Oolombia  binds  itself  to  assist,  with  tha 
ditpeiaiite  tea  and  land  foreet ;  of  whioh  tlia 
nmnber,  or  its  equivalent,  shall  be  fixed  at  a 
meelinf  tifPtmipotmtiainM.'* 

Then  follow  the  thirteenth  and  ftnirteenth 
artiolea,  nnder  which  the  Congress  at  Panama 
is  abont  to  nnnnmhin  Thirteenth,  "Both 
parties  oblige  themselves  to  interpose  th^ 
good  <Aees  with  the  Governments  of  the  other 
States  of  America,  formerly  Spatush,  to  enter 
into  this  ooMFACT  or  Dmox,  uaoux  and  oox- 
nnxuTion;"  and,  fbniteenth,  "As  soon  as 
this  great  and  important  olgect  has  lieen  attain- 
ed, a  GxHZKU.  A^noLT  of  Akxbiuji  Btatsi 
shaU  be  eonvened,  [at  Panama  as  Babsequentlv 
stated,}  composed  ratheir  Plenipotentiaries,  wita 
tbe  cnoii^  of  cementing,  in  the  most  solid  and 
stable  manner,  the  intimate  relatitma  which 
ought  to  exist  between  all  and  every  one  of 
them,  and  which  may  serve  u  a  omnsan.  nt 
lax  ftKU,!  oonvuoi,  as  a  BALLTiHo  POINT  in  the 
oomoK  habous,  la  a  futhfnl  interpreter  ot 
the  pDblio  treaties,  when  difflonlties  occnr,  and 
aa  an  umpire  and  conciliator  in  tbeir  dispnlss 
and  differences." 

Now,  air,  in  all  the  other  Ooaventions,  nmilar, 
and,  in  some  of  them,  even  stronger,  language 
is  held.  They  all  provide  for  oUmomi,  oSensve 
and  dcdenuve,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  tbe 

Sircsent  war  against  Spain  to  a  oooolnsiun,  by 
umishiDg  thtir  qootna  of  men,  money,  and 
ships;  aod  thay  all  stipulate  thatiOa  soon 
AixiABoH  shall  become  general,  tkU  Pi 
Gmgrtm  ittcie  oonemud,  as  the  first  step  to  be 


perfetuaL  or,  at  all  events,  will  have  a  doration 
eqoa)  to  uiat  of  the  Confederacy  itself  [Ur.  H. 
here  referred  ininat«ly  to  all  tbe  ConveDtion& 
and  Signed  from  them  in  eopport  of  his  position.] 
The  last  document  to  which  I  shall  refer,  is  the 
Official  Qasette  of  Colombia,  of  February  las^ 
in  which  the  objects  of  tbe  Congress  are  thus 
stated: 

"1.  Toforma  welplmeompaet,vr leigue, by iMtk 
tit  Stattt,  itltou  StprtMntotint  onprvMaf,  will  ba 
bound  to  unite  in  promattiftg  At  nor  ofoiM  tbeir 
oomnoB  enemy,  old  Sptln,  or  tgunit  uij  otl>«r 
power,  which  ilull  assist  Bpaia  In  her  hcelile  de- 
signs, or  any  otherwisa  assume  the  attitude  of  sn 


the  reiatioDs  thej  desire  to  hold  with  other  Chji» 
UsD  powers. 

'■  8.  To  form  a  ConTEotlon  of  HavigsUoD  and 
Comment,  aii^icable  both  to  the  Confederated 
Stales,  and  to  thrar  allies. 

"4.  To  eaniider  the  expediency  of  eomUidng 
Iht  /era*  <^  llu  StpMta,  to  fm  the  JtUmA  f 
Puerto  Rico  and  C^ba/nm  t]it  fott  of  Spain,  «a4 
in*tKhcau,uhateo»t\ngtia  McA  <NyM  (e  coaO-tM* 
for  thii  tnd. 

"  S.  To  take  nessiites  for  jtonlng  in  a  proseca- 
don  of  the  war  at  lea,  and  on  the  coasta  of  Spain. 

"  B.  To  detarmine  whether  these  mcaanns  shsS 
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m  it  Stirtt  Semam, 


[Sbiuik. 


■iM  be  oxUudad  t»  tha  CauMQr  ud  Fhilipplna 

"  1.  To  take  -into  eonsidention  the  mMns  of 
mekiii^  eDectoal  the  declantion  of  the  Fnddent  of 
tho  United  Statea,  respecting  any  ulterior  design  of 
k  forrign  power  to  colonize  any  portion  of  thia 
continent,  and,  al«o,  the  means  of  resisting  all  in- 
terference from  abroad  <ritb  the  domeaUo  concerna 
of  tbe  ijneriean  QoTernmenta. 

"  8.  To  settle,  bf  common  consent,  the  princiides 
of  those  rights  of  nations,  whieh  are  in  their  n-* — 


"  B.  To  datemina  on  what  footing  sluJI  be  plaoed 
Sm  political  and  comingrcial  nlatjoni  of  those  per- 
tiona  of  onr  hemisphera  which  hare  obtained,  or 
riuUl  obtain,  their  independence  butwhossindepend- 
■noe  has  not  been  recogoiied  bj  nay  Ameiicui  or 
European  power,  as  was  iiar  man*  jean  the  case 
wiUiflaytL" 

From  these  doeimieiita  no  nun  o«n  Aimy  that 
the  Otmgresi  of  PaiumK  b  to  be  composed  of 
deputies  from  heUiggrmt  BtaUt,  and  that  its 
ttij«^  are  mmtiaUg  beUiftrent.  These  ot^ects 
are  not  ooDceoled,  bnt  are  pnbliolj  avowed,  and 
knovn  to  the  world.  It  ia  to  be  an  aasembl; 
of  confederates,  differing  verv  little  from  the 
old  GongrecB  ondar  «nr  Artiolee  of  Oonfedera- 
tioD.  to  which,  indeed,  it  bean  a  abiUDg  re- 
•eiDDlanee. 

The  question  now  arises,  whether  a  neutral 
State  oan  join  in  sooh  a  ooDDcil  withoot  violating 
its  neatrality  t  Can  the  United  States  lawftaUj 
•end  depnties  to  a  CoDgresa  of  the  oonfederated 
Spanish  Amerioan  Stateel — a  Congress  which 
not  0DI7  has  objects  oonf^ssedly  oonneoted  with 
tlie  prosecation  of  the  war,  bnt  when  it  is  no- 
torions  tiiat  these  belligerent  objects  create  tbe 
Terr  occasion  of  its  assembling  i  Oan  we  do  so 
iritaont  departiiiK  from  oar  nentral  relaticms 
towards  Spain !  Is  it  poBsible,  Mr.  Frerident. 
that  this  can  be  seriously  qnestioned  i  It  will 
not  bear  an  argament.  There  can  be  do  diffbi^ 
ence  nnder  the  law  of  nations—Hbr  there  is  Dtme 
in  reason  or  justice — between  ddlng  a  belUger* 
ent  in  anmeil  or  in  attion — between  consolling 


with  him  in  respect  to  belligerent  mei 
fttmishing  the  men  and  monej  to  aocomplisi 
thorn.     To  afford  to  snch  a  Oongrees  as  I  bav 


mesEnres,  or 
>  aocomplish 


abown  this  at  Panama  to  be,  even  the  lighle  of 
oar  wisdom  aad  experience — to  enter  into  oon.- 
■nltationa  with  them  aa  to  the  means  of  bring- 
ing the  oontest  to  a  speedj^  and  snooessM  issne 
^-to  advise  with  them  how  to  proceed,  and 
when  to  prooeed — (and  it  appears  from  the 
dooaments  that  we  are  qnite  ready  with  onr 
advioein  these  respeots,)  anqnestionably  mnst 
be  a  total  departnre  from  onr  nentrality.  It  is 
no  answer  to  tiiis  argnment  to  say,  tiiat  onr 
Hinisten,  when  they  take  their  aesta,  and  b> 
emue  members  of  t^e  Congress,  will  not  inter- 
fere in  tlie  discnadon  of  belligerent  qnestioui, 
and  will  confine  themselves  exolniively  to  tiiose 
which  are  in  their  nature  peaoeftil.  If  the  ciutt- 
aot«r  of  the  Congress  is  belligerent — no  neutral 
can  lawfnliy  be  there.  It,  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  qneetions  connected  with  the  farther 
prosecation  at  the  wu,  are  to  be  there  disoosfr  . 


ed  and  decided,  onr  Minist^ra  cannot  take  their 
seats  in  the  aasenibly  wlthont  involving  ns,  by 
that  veiT  act;  in  the  contest.  A  strict  and 
honorable  neutrality  most  keep  ns  out  of  any 
meeting  not  having  peaoefal  objects  eaeliuwely. 
The  law  of  nations,  ia  this  respect,  cannot  ditfer 
from  thoee  mice  of  monicipal  law,  foonded  ia 
the  common  sense  of  mankind — which  involve^ 
ia  a  common  gnilt,  all  who  associate  with  tiiose 
engaged  in  any  unlawful  enterprise.  It  is  not 
pennitted  to  individuals,  nor  oan  it  be  permitted 
to  nations,  to  escose  themselves  for  acting  with 
those  ensaged  in  belligerent  enterprises,  by  al- 
leging uiat  their  own  purposes  are  peaoetnL 
Sir,  I  hold  that  If  yoa  go  into  oooncil  at  all  with 
sooh  powers,  yon  become  answerable  for  all 
their  acts.  At  this  moment  a  case  occurs  to  me 
that  took  place  many  years  ago,  in  England,  and 
which  affbrds  an  ^>t  illustration  of  this  prindple. 
Lord  Dacree,  a  ;oung  nobleman  of  wild  and 
irr^ular  habitE^  aasooiated  himself  with  a  party 
who  were  engaged  in  robbing  a  Park — one  <« 
that  party,  wimont  the  knowledge  or  consent 
of  Lord  Dacrea.  killed  the  game-keeper.  Eia 
lordship  was  taken  np,  and  tried  for  the  mur- 
der; and  though  probably  aa  innooent  of  that 
offence  as  either  ot  ns,  he  was,  acoardiiw  to  the 
laws  of  England,  foand  guilty.  No  rank  or  in- 
fluence could  aave  him — he  perished  ( 
gallows— a  viotim  to  the  strict,  thongU  m 
ry  role,  which  involves  in  a  common  fate  all 
who  associate  and  act  with  others  engaged  la 
any  nnlawfol  pnrsuit 

Bnt  an  attempt  is  made  to  remove  sH  oar 
apprehensions  on  this  subjeot,  (and  it  comes 
from  a  high  qoarter  too,)  by  the  owuronM  that 
Sp^is  jnst  about  to  acknowledge  the  independ- 
ence of  her  former  Coloniee,  nnder  out  tntdia- 
tion.  The  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  report 
which  aooompanies  the  President's  Message  of 
the  eth  Janoary,  in  answer  to  oar  call  for  in- 
formatitm,  transmits  a  mass  of  documents  to 
show  that  oar  Qovemment  has  invoked  the  ud 
fj  Rnasia;  that  the  Emperor  has  interfered  at 
onr  reqaest ;  and  that  there  ia  a  flattering  pros- 
pect of  speedy  and  entire  snooesa.  So  aays  Mr, 
Middlelon— so  says  Mr.  Clay.  Bat,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  fortunately  happens  that  the  Senate, 
on  the  80th  Janoary,  made  another  eali  for  in- 
fcvmatioa  on  this  point,  and  the  answer  of  the 
President,  of  the  1st  of  February,  dispels  the 
illnsioo  entirely.  The  three  letters  of  Mr. 
Everett,  there  disclosed  demonstrate  that  there 
is  no  hope,  whatever,  of  a  peaoe.  Tbe  Minister 
of  the  Spanish  Oovemment,  (Mr.  Zea,)  declares 
that  the  determination  of  the  king,  on  that 
subject,  is  vnalten^le — he  will  stand  upon  his 
naked  right,  and  look  to  Providence,  should  all 
other  means  fail.  But  this  is  not  alL  The 
lUuiater  ooncors  in  the  views  of  Mr. 
Zea,  and  the  British  Minister  will  not  interfere. 
in  short,  it  is  proved  by  these  documents  that 
all  hope  of  a  peace  is  entirely  at  an  end.  The 
hopes  raised  by  the  message  of  the  9th  of  January 
are  thas  totally  crushed  by  that  of  the  1st  of  Fet>- 
rnary.    This  no  gentlemMl  will  iw»  qaeotioa. 
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a  Mifiim  i»  B*BrH  &>Mm. 
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It  hu  been  w^  remarked  by  the  Oommittee, 
In  their  Report,  that  no  nation  (nnlesB  reatr^- 
ed  by  their  weoknew)  ever  penoittod  such  an 
interference  u  we  are  about  to  attempt,  with- 
OQt  redresdng  the  wrong  bj  war.  And  sarel^, 
dr,  we  are  nut  to  be  called  npon  to  violate  our 
oentral  obligations  towards  Spain  —  beoanse 
Spain  is  weu.  If  a  sense  of  Jnstioe,  and  a  dae 
regard  to  onr  own  character  and  our  interests, 
sbonld  not  restrain  ns  from  a  measure  of  tliat 
icind,  perhqia  we  maj  be  inflaenoed  bj  the 
oontdderotion,  that  a  'riolation  of  neatralitj'  on 
onr  part  may  lead  to  similar  violations  on  the 
part  of  the  powere  of  Gnrope,  and  that  we  roaj 
QiiiB  be  the  means  of  des^ying  those  whom 
we  mean  to  serve  and  hope  to  save. 

It  is  to  be  a  Oonobiu,  a  delibwative  Assem- 
bly, composed  of  DEPnnxa,  with  undefined 
powers ;  it  is  called  in  the  conventiom  "  a 
great  Oonnoil;"  and  though  the  members  in 
some  plaoee  are  called  "  Plenipotentiaries,"  yet, 
in  othere,  they  receive  different  appellations; 
and  Mr  Clar  himself^  in  one  placw,  eonriden 
them  as  "RsessaxsiAnraA,"  and  elsewhere 
describes  them  as  "  Commitiionwn,"  They  oan> 
not  be  "  AmbasBadore ;"  for  they  are  not  to  go 
accredited  to  any  sovereign  State.  They  will 
not  be  Hinist«ra  to  Colombia,  within  whose 
territory  the  Congress  is  to  lie  convened ;  they 
must  preeent  their  credentiaU  to  the  Gongreti 
itself  by  whom  their  validity  nmst  be  decided 
on,  and  the  members  admitted  to  their  seats. 
It  is  only  by  the  special  provisions  of  the  "  Con- 
ventions," that  the  Depnties  contd  claim  the 
privileges  and  immnnities  of  Ambassadore,  and 
as  no  SQoh  stipulations  have  t>een  made  in  onr 
favor,  it  follows,  that  onr  Depnties  will  be 
indebted  even  for  protection  to  uie  Oongren  of 
which  they  are  to  be  members.  In  what  form 
.  the  deliberations  are  to  be  oondncted,  we  know 
not,  bnt  we  are  expressly  told  that  their  delil>er- 
ations  may  be  "confidential;"  and  I  infer  tmta 
a  provision  which  anthorizes  a  change  in  the 
place  of  meeting  "  with  the  consent  of  a  ma- 
jority  of  the  StaUi,'"  that  they  will  vote  by 
StaUt,  and  that  a  majority  will  govern.  Mr. 
Salazar  tells  ns  expressly,  that  "iw  may  form 
an  ■VZKIOAI.  AixusoK,  for  certain  porpoees,  to 
r«mai»fsi3»t" — and  adds,  "  that  tbe  Mn^tfrtfnoM 
held  on  this  snt^ect,  l>eing  eor^fidentiat,  wonld 
increase  mntti^  friendship,  and  promote  the 
respecdve  interests  of  the  parties." 

And  here,  Ur.  President,  I  will  insist,  that, 
if  this  mission  were  liable  to  none  of  these 
olftections,  there  is  not  a  rin^  object  specified 
in  the  invitationB  and  answers,  or  in  the  message 
of  the  President,  which  wonld  jnstJfy  the  neas- 
nre  proposed.  They  are  all  either  dangerous, 
or  ine^»dient,  or  nnnecessary ;  and  this  I  will 
attempt  to  prove,  by  a  brief  eiamioation  of 
each  of  them. 

The  first  gnat  subject  to  which  onr  attention 
at  this  GcngresB  is  to  be  called,  arises  ont  of  the 
pledge  *  which  Mr.  Monroe  is  supposed  to  have 

*  In  nktion  to  tha  lurrtisiD  flidu  siid*  bj  the  Ualtad 


given,  "not  to  pwmit  any  foreign  power  to 
interfffl'e  in  the  war  between  Spain  and  Iter 
colouiee;"  and  it  appears,  from  the  correroond- 
enoe,  to  be  the  special  object  of  the  new  States 
to  get  lu  to  enter  into  treaties  to  redeem  that 
pledge,  according  to  the  constraction  they  hava 
choaen  to  pet  npon  it,  and  in  which,  I  am  tarrj 
to  add,  the  Execntive  seems  to  have  acqniea- 
oed,  Mr.  Obr««oa  tells  ua,  that  the  United 
States  are  only  expected  to  take  part  in  thoaa 
matters  which  the  "iat«  adminitU"a,tion  poiittei 
out  as  being  of  general  interest,  for  which  rea- 
son," ayn  he,  "  one  of  the  sn^ects  which  will 
oocnpy  the  attention  of  the  Oongreso,  vill  it 
the  fMMtonos  «■  Ofperitvm  to  tht  tnter/ermee 
qfanyiuutr^natton  in  th«  qnmti'/n  and  var 
o/indepmdmee  between  the  new  powers  of  the 
contjoent  and  Spain;"  and  "  that,  as  the  pow- 
■RS  OF  AjoBioa  ASB  or  aooobd  as  to  rmi^mee, 
it  behoovM  them  to  dinnm  tht  msmwof  giviiut 
to  that  redstance  all  poesible  forc^  that  ^ao  evu 
may  be  met,  if  it  cannot  be  avowed ;  and  tbo 
only  means  of  accomplishing  this  object  is,  by  a 
prmitni*  eoneert  as  to  M«  mod«  in  which  each 
of  them  shall  lend  its  co-operation  ;  for,  othw- 
wise,  resistance  wonld  operate  partially,  and  in 
a  manner  mndi  less  certain  ai  '    "    " 


by  the  Enropean  powers,  will  t>e  another  o 
the  qaeellons  which  may  be  discnssed,  anu 
which  is  in  like  pre^cament  with  the  ton- 
going." 

Mr.  Salacar  holds  langosge  cm  this  sotgaet 
atiU  mor«  explicit 

Now  I  do  positively  deny  that  Mr  Monroe 
ever  pedged  this  nation  to  go  to  war,  or  make 
treaties,  to  prevent  the  interference  of  any  Eo- 
ropean  nation  in  the  present  OMiteat.  I  deny 
that  he  had  a  right  to  make  any  snch  pledge ; 
and  most  of  all  do  I  deny  that  any  sanction  hae 
been  given  to  snch  an  idea  by  the  Senate,  the 
HoDse  of  Bepresentstivea,  by  the  Btatee,  or  by 
the  people  of  the  United  Stipes.  The  huignage 
of  Mr.  Monroe  is  extremely  vagae  and  iad£- 
nite.  That  great  and  good  man  well  knew 
that  he  had  no  power  to  ose  any  bnt  a  huhvI 
force  on  that  question;  and  beyond  this  moral 
influence  over  the  ooanoile  of  the  nations  of 
Enrope,  he  neither  attempted  nor  desired  to 
go.  He  well  knew — every  intelligent  man  in 
the  United  Statee  knows — that  this  nation  ia 
not  now,  and  uever  has  been,  prepared  to  go  to 
war  for  the  independence  of  South  America. 
The  new  States  have  always  carried  witii  them 
our  warmest  wishes  for  their  success — bnt  be< 
yond  the  indulgence  of  a  sincere  and  friendly 
symjtathy,  we  have  uever  been  wilhng  to  pn>- 
Hr.  Monroe's  declaration,  I  repeat,  was 
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deiigii«d  it  for  the  fttmoephere  of  Enrope,  and 
therafbre  it  wu  ooaohed  in  each  terms  that, 
while  it  did  not  oommit  \a  to  007  overt  acts,  it 
leftforeigQ  natioiu  nnder  k  vague  {mpreaaioQ  of 
what  we  might  do^  if  the  erent  alloded  to 
ehonld  ever  happen.  The  sahstanoe  of  Ur. 
Kouroe's  Btatement  waa,  "  that  he  should  oon- 
iider  au^  attetnpt  on  thdr  part  (the  powers  of 
Europe)  to  eztend  th^  B;atem  to  an;  porHoD 
of  this  hemiqibere,  aa  dangergiu  to  oar  pe 
sod  aafbly,"  and  aa  "the  manif^tatfon  of 
nnfriendlr  disposition  towards  the  Unit«d 
States."  It  is  obviona  that  we  are  left  hj  thia 
pledge  altogether  free  to  act  in  aoj  emergency 
Mcording  to  cironmatanoee  and  a  aenae  of 
own  tnteresta.  We  have  incurred  no  ob  „ 
tioiu  to  others  by  the  deolaration ;  and  it  is 
OOF  polioy  to  incur  none.  Bat  it  now  appeara 
likat  the  new  States  have  ooooetved  themwlTee 
mttUled  to  oar  aid  whenevw  foreign  interfer- 
onoe  shall  be  threatened,  and  (what  ia  tmly 
onibrtDnate)  it  further  appears,  that  the  new 
Adminiatmtlon  have  acknowledged  their  clt^a, 
and  admitted  our  obligations;  l^ey  have  acted, 
and  are  now  abont  to  act,  on  the  presomption 
that  the  Spanish  American  States  may  right- 
fully claim,  and  that  we  ar«  bonnd  to  grant, 
oar  aaaiabuioe  againat  all  aatioua  who  may 
"hereafter  iuterrare  in  any  way  what«ver  in 
the  qoMtioa  and  war  of  inwpendenoe."  Nay, 
■o  Gu-  have  oar  Qovemment  gMie  in  this  respect, 
that  they  have  actually  dniraed  oommeroial 
privileges  from  these  States  on  the  ground  that 
we  are  to  be  oonridered  aa  "one  of  the  Ameri- 
oan  Nations,"  and  "within  the  pale  of  the 
great  Amirioan'  Stbtkk;"  that  we  are  "pre- 
pared ia  bear  the  bnint  of  the  contest  which 
will  arise,  shoold  any  ibreign  power  attempt  to 
int«rfero."  To  show  how  for  onr  Ooverntnent 
hare  proceeded  in  this  oonrse,  I  mast  be  permit- 
ted to  read  a  few  pages  from  the  dooaments 
before  ns.  In  the  letter  of  oar  Minister  to 
Uexioo  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  88th 
September,  18SS,  aft«r  giving  an  aoooant  of  the 
(Bffienltica  which  had  arisen  in  making  a  treaty 
with  Mezioo,  in  oonseqaenoe  of  the  derire  of 
that  GoTemment  to  introdaoe  an  article  pat- 
ting it  in  their  power  to  grant  epeoial  commer- 
cial privil^ea  to  the  other  Spanish  Americaa 
States  he  informs  ns  that  be  uaisted  that  we 
Aoold  be  entitled  to  similar  privileges,  beoanae 
"  we  were  boand  to  them  by  similar  fratamal 
ties."  To  some  oUections  nrged  against  onr 
olaims  on  tiie  gronnd  that  we  had  not  yet  taken 
put  in  the  war,  onr  ICniater  replied  in  the 
foUowing  words,  viz;  "To  these  obesrvationB 
I  replied^  that  against  the  power  of  Sf^n,  they 
had  given  snmcient  proof  that  they  reqnired 
no  aaristaaoe,  and  the  United  States  'iMj^eigad 
thai—elMt  tuit  ta  parmit  any  other  power  to 
ixUerJen  either  with  their  indepenaenoe  or 
tarra.  of  Government ;  and  that,  aa  in  the  event 
of  each  an  attempt  being  made  by  the  powers 
of  Europe,  we  would  be  compelled  to  t^e  the 
moat  active  and  efficient  part,  and  to  (wtr  1A« 


^runj  ^  the  eotUtet,  It  was  not  Just  that  we 
should  be  placed  on  a  less  favorable  footing 
than  the  other  Repahb<»  of  America,  whose 
existence  we  were  rtady  to  tapport  at  «wal 
Aosonff."  The  IGaister  then  goes  on  to  state^ 
tha^  after  explaining  what  we  had  already 
done,  he  declared  ''^  what  farther  u«  vera  T»a£\i 
to  do,  In  order  to  defend  their  rights  aod  liber- 
ties ;  bat  that  this  could  only  be  expected  from 
OS,  and  eonid  only  be  accomplished,  by  a  strict 
noioD  of  all  the  American  liepublica,  on  tenna 
of  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity ;  and  repeat- 
ed, that,  it  was  the  obvious  policy  of  Europe  to 
divide  ns  into  small  Oonfedenioiea,  with  sepa- 
rato  and  distinct  Interests,  and  aa  manifeatiy  oars 
to  form  A.  anrau  obxat  Oorpedbkaot,  which 
might  oppoae  one  united  front  to  the  attacks  of 


And  now,  dr,  I  most  pnt  the  goestioti  direct- 
ly and  seriooaly  to  the  Senate,  whether  they  are 
prepared  to  send  ITintsters  to  the  Congress  of 
Panama,  for  the  purpose  of  maUng  effectual 
thia  pledge  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  aa  oonstmed  by  the  present  administra- 
tion, and  understood  by  the  Spanish  American 
States!  Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of 
others  I,  fbr  one,  have  no  hesitation  in  declar- 
ing that  I  am  not  prepared  for  any  snch  pro- 
oeeding ;  I  am  not  ready  now  to  declare  that  I 
will  involve  my  cooutry  in  all  the  horrors  of 
war  for  the  estahlishnient  of  South  American 
independenoe ;  and,  even  if  I  were  prepared  to 
say,  that,  rather  than  permit  the  mt«ri'erenoe 
of  any  foreign  nation  in  the  contest  "  we  must 
fight,"  stall  1  ahonld  thtok  it  wise  and  pmdent 
not  to  commit  onraelves  by  treaties  or  compacts, 
bttt  to  reserve  the  right  to  act  when  the  con- 
tingency shall  happen,  as  onr  feelings  or  iutereets 
may  then  dictate.  It  is  of  the  la^  importance 
that  we  should  reserve  this  privilege  to  oar- 
selves;  that  we  should  euter  into  no  stipulBtions 
whatever  with  other  nationa  on  snch  a  sobject. 
But,  should  we  send  Uinuiters  to  Panama  for 
these  objecta,  we  will  not  l>e  free  to  pursue  this 
course.  If  onr  Uiniaters  go  there  with  car 
sanction,  committed  as  we  know  the  President 
to  be,  we  most  either  sanction  the  compacta 
which  may  be  entered  into,  or  disappoint  the 

iust  expectations  which  we  wiU  have  raised, 
n  t^e  one  caa&  onr  interests  will  be  sacrificed, 
and,  in  the  otner,  onr  friendly  relations  with 
the  new  States  will  be  interrupted.  Let  ns, 
then,  avoid  this  dilemma,  by  not  placing  our- 
selves volnntarily  in  a  situation  whiw  will 
leave  ns  only  a  choice  of  difflonlUes,  and  Im- 
pose upon  ns  the  hard  necessity  of  eroding 
oar  fiiends  or  injuring  onrselves, 

Gonneoted  wrth  this  ol^ect,  is  another,  bea^ 
ing  a  close  resemblance  to  it :  "  the  opposition 
to  ooLosiZATKOs  In  America"  by  any  European 
power.  If^  by  this,  it  ia  to  be  nnderstood  that 
we  are  to  interfere  to  obstmct  the  settlement 
of  the  territories  in  America  owned  by  Russia  or 
Ena^d,  It  mnst  speedily  involve  us  in  an  ntijuat 
ano  unnecessary  war.  But,  if  the  deeigu  is  to 
enter  into  oompoota  with  the  South  AmerioaB 
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one  oBSe,  derogatory  to  oor  hoiior,aad,  in  the 
other,  daageronB  to  onr  safetj.  Whatl  ia  it 
oome  to  thifi,  that  the  United  States  of  America 
are  to  oome  under  obUgstionB  to  othere;  to 
bind  thenwelves  t«  nations  of  je«t«rdaj,  to 
preaerre  their  own  Territories  from  inviudon, 
and  their  homea  and  Hhtix  altare  from  poUntion  t 
Nay,  are  we,  at  this  period  of  our  higtorr,  to 
enter  into  aoiemn  tows,  that  wa  will  neiuier 
permit  onrselvea  to  be  couqiiered,  nor  to  be 
■oldt  ^,U>e  idea  (rftnatjrMipiilations  against 
oolonizaUon  ia  degrading  and  nnma«ning^  onleM 
it  is  intended  that  we  shall  gnaratttee  to  the 
new  States  the  poeaeBuon  of  tiieir  Territories ; 
and,  if  that  is  the  pUo,  it  is  as  nawise  as  it  is 
daogeroiu. 

"Gm  next  Bnbjeota  to  be  conndered  bj  the 
OoDs'^ds  of  Panama,  are  tbe  Hnpprewicm  of  the 
Afrioan  SnATm  Tku)X  &nd  the  IimKPKrsEXOB 
or  Hath;  and  I  admit  that  these  involTe 
qoeetioss  of  deep  interest  to  us  all.  The  Unit- 
ed States  were  the  first  to  set  its  face  against 
tbe  slave  trade,  and  the  first  to  sni^reas  it 
among  their  own  (dtiieos.  We  are  entitled  to 
the  honor  of  having  effectually  acoompliahed 
this  great  object,  not  more  by  the  force  of  our 
Iaw(^  than  by  the  omninotent  power  ot  pntdic 
opinion — a  power,  in  this  ooontcj,  paramoont 
to  tbe  laws  themselves.  In  att  measnree  of  tbia 
oharacter,  every  portion  of  oar  feUow-oitisens 
Lave  cordially  co-operated;  and,  even  in  tiiosa 
States  where  slavery  still  exista,  the  people 
have  gone  heart  and  hand  with  their  Qovem- 
ment  in  every  measnre  calcnlated  to  out  up  this 
nefarious  trade  by  the  roots.  In  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  soy  man 
concerned,  directly  or  indireotly,  in  this  traffio, 
wonld  l>e  Indignantly  driven  ont  of  society. 
Having  done  so  mnoh,  we  ntay  well  call  npon 
other  nations  "  to  go  and  do  likewise,"  before 
they  oan  be  permitted  to  tannt  ns  on  this  sab- 
jeot ;  as  one  of  these  South  American  IfinisterB 
nasdone. 

The  qnestioQ  of  slavery  is  one,  in  all  its 
bearings,  of  extreme  delicacy,  and  oonoeming 
which  I  know  of  bnt  a  single  vrise  and  safe 
rnle,  either  for  the  States  in  which  it  exists,  or 
for  the  Union.  It  must  be  considered  and 
treated  entirely  as  a  dohbstio  Qirssnoir.  With 
respect  to  foreign  nations,  the  language  of  the 
Dnited  States  ought  to  be,  that  it  concerns  the 
peace  of  oar  own  political  family,  and  there- 
fore we  cannot  permit  it  t^i  I>e  touched ;  and  in 
respect  to  the  Blaveholding  States,  the  only  safe 
and  constitational  ground  on  which  they  can 
stand,  is,  that  tliey  will  not  permit  it  to  be 
bron^t  into  question,  either  by  their  sister 
States,  or  by  the  Federal  Qovemmeot.  It  is  a 
matter,  Kr.  President,  for  onrselves.  To  tonoh 
it  at  all,  is  to  violate  our  most  sacred  rights — 
to  put  In  jeopardy  our  dearest  interesto— the 
peace  <tf  oar  oonaU?— the  aofUy  of  our  &iui- 


Ubs,  onr  altan,  and  onr  fireaidesi  Sir  I  (»  tb« 
oiuetiMi  of  onr  alave  institationa,  so  often  in(u> 
dentally  mentioned,  I  will  take  th<t  oppoTtua4- 
fy,  (moe  for  all,  to  declare,  in  a  few  words,  mj 
own  feelings  and  opiDioos.  It  is  a  sntyect  to 
whiob  I  always  advert  with  extreme  relnc- 
taoce,  and  never,  except  when  it  is  forced  apwi 
me.  On  the  present  oooosion  the  salnect  naa 
been  forced  npon  onr  oonuderation,  and  whtoi 
called  upon  to  ^ve  my  sanction  to  tbe  discns- 
(dou  by  onr  Muistera,  (in  oonneotion  with  ft 


represent,  I  osnnot  consent  to  be  silent.  On 
the  slave  qnestjon,  mj  opinion  is  this :  I  co>n- 
sider  oar  rights  in  that  species  of  pn^>eTty  aa 
not  even  open  to  disonssion,  either  here  or  else- 
where ;  and  in  req»ect  to  onr  duties,  (imposed 
by  oor  i^tnation,)  we  are  not  to  be  teoght  them 
by  fknotics,  relinons  or  politicaL  To  call  into 
qnesti<ak  onr  ri^ts,  is  grossly  to  violate  them — 
to  attonpt  to  Uistract  ns  on  this  subject,  is  to 
insult  ns — to  dare  to  assail  onr  institati(»ui,  is 
wantonly  to  invade  oor  peace.  Let  me  eol- 
emnly  declare,  onoe  for  all,  that  tbe  Boutbent 
States  never  will  permit,  and  never  can  permit, 
any  interference  whatever,  in  their  domestie 
concerns,  and  that  tbe  very  day  on  which  tlio 
onhallowed  attempt  shall  be  made  by  tbe  ka- 
tborities  of  the  Federal  Oovemment,  we  will 
consider  onrselves  as  driven  from  the  Union. 
Let  the  oouaeqaenoes  be  what  they  may,  they 
Devu"  oan  be  worse  than  snob  aa  must  inevita- 
bly result  fr<Mn  saffering  a  rash  and  iguoraat 
interference  with  onr  domestic  peace  and  trsin- 

Joillity.  But,  while  I  make  these  declaration^ 
must  be  permitted  to  add,  that  I  apprehend 
no  each  violation  of  onr  oonstilDtionBl  rights. 
I  believe  that  this  House  is  not  disposed,  and 
that  the  great  body  of  our  inteUigeat  and 
patriotic  fellow-citizens  in  the  other  Stat«a 
nave  no  inclination,  whatever,  to  interfere  with 
as.  There  arepartui,  indeed,  composed,  some 
of  them,  of  fanatics,  and  others  of  political  aa- 
pirauts,  who  are  attempting,  vainly  I  hope,  to 
torn  the  current  of  popolar  opinion  against  na. 
These  men  have  done  us  much  harm  already, 
and  seem  still  fatally  bent  upon  misohieC  Bnt, 
if  we  are  true  to  onrselvee,  we  will  bare  noth- 
ing to  fear.  Now,  sir,  if  it  is  the  poUcy  of  th« 
States  not  to  suffer  this  great  qaostion  to  be 
toaohed  by  the  Federal  Government,  sorely  it 
must  be  the  policy  of  this  Oovemment,  exer- 
cising a  paternal  care  over  every  member  ot 
the  politicai  family,  not  te  suffer  foi«ign  na- 
tions to  interfere  with  it.  It  is  thur  imper^ 
tive  doty  to  shun  discussion  with  them — and  to 
avoid  all  treaty  stipulation^  whatever,  on  anj 
point  connected  directly  or  remotely  with  this 
great  question.  It  ia  a  subject  of  too  delicate 
a  nature — too  vitally  interesting  to  ns,  to  be 
discussed  abroad.  On  this  sul^ect  we  commit- 
ted an  error  when  we  entered  into  treaties 
with  Great  Britain  and  Colombia  for  the  sup- 
pression of  tbe  time  trad*.  That  error  haa 
been  bi^pily  ocvreoted.    Ibo  first  tm(y  Las 
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fUled,  and  tJbe  Mctmd  was  nearly  ouaoimonst; 
x^wtad  hj  this  body.  Our  poUoj,  then,  is 
now  firmly  fixed — our  oouno  ia  markad  out, 
Witb  notiung  couaeoted  with  slavery  can  we 
ocHuent  to  treat  with  other  nations,  and,  least 
of  all,  ought  we  to  tonoh  the  question  of  the 
ind^wod^oe  of  Ea;ti  in  oo^jonoldoa  with 
Bevolntionaiy  UoTermneuta,  whose  own  his- 
tory afibrda  an  example  soaroely  lees  fatal  to 
our  repoae.  Tboee  Governmenta  have  pro- 
dairaed  the  priuciplea  of  "liberty  and  eqoal- 
ity,"  and  have  marched  to  victory  under  the 
Ijanner  of  "  oniveraal  emandpation."  Yon  find 
mu)  of  color  at  the  head  of  their  armies,  in 
tiiMr  Legialative  Ealla,  and  in  their  Exeontive 
Departments.  Tliey  are  looking  to  Hayli,  even 
now,  with  feelings  of  the  strongest  confraternity, 
and  show,  by  the  very  docnments  before  na, 
that  they  acknowledge  her  to  be  independent, 
at  the  very  momeot  when  it  is  manifest  to  all 
-^e  world  bewde,  that  she  has  resumed  her 
ecdonial  salueotion  t«  France.  Sir,  it  is  alto- 
getlier  hopdess  that  we  could,  if  we  would, 
pnvent  tlie  aaknowkdgment  of  Haytiea  inde- 

rodenoe  by  the  Spanisa  American  Btat«e ;  and 
am  constrained  to  add  that  I  mast  donbt, 
from  the  instruments  to  be  employed  by  oor 
Government,  whether  they  mean  to  attempt  to 
do  so.  We  are  to  send,  it  seems,  an  honest  and 
r«q>ectable  man,  but  a  distinguished  advocate 
of  the  MittouH  retirietwn — an  acknowledged 
abolitionist — to  plead  the  oanse  of  the  South, 
at  the  Congress  of  Panazna.  Our  policy,  with 
r^pard  to  Haylj,  ia  plain.  We  never  can  ac- 
knowledge  her  independence.  Other  States 
will  do  as  they  please— bnt  let  us  take  the  high 
ground,  tiiat  these  qneetions  belong  to  a  ola^, 
which  the  peaoe  and  safety  of  a  Ivge  portion 
ot  our  Union  forbids  us  even  to  disouas.  Let 
OUT  Gtovemment  direct  all  our  JGoisters  in 
Bonth  America  and  Mexico  to  prolett  againat 
tlie  independeDoe  of  Hayti.*  But  let  ns  not 
go  into  ooonoil  on  the  slave  trade  and  Eayti. 
Theae  are  subjects  not  to  be  diacosaed  any- 
where. There  ia  not  a  nation  on  the  globe 
with  whom  I  would  eousalt  on  that  tn^eot, 
mad,  least  of  all,  the  new  Republics, 

I  proceed  next  to  contdder  the  great  ol:t]eot 
(wbiob  seems  to  lie  so  near  to  tiie  hearts  of 
■ome  of  onr  statesmenX  of  bnilding  np  what 
they  aie  pleased  to  call  "  as  Auxbioah  Sva- 
tsm" — terms  which,  when  applied  to  onr  do- 
mestic policy,  mean  rtttr-iotion  and  itumopolj/, 
and  when  applied  to  oar  foreign  policy,  mean 
"  entangling  alliances,"  both  of  them  tbe  firuit 
of  that  prurient  spirit  which  will  not  suffer  the 
nation  to  advance  gradually  in  the  development 
ot  its  great  resources,  and  the  fulfilment  of  its 
high  (Ustiuiea,  but  would  accelerate  its  march 
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by  tlie  most  nnnotoml  and  destruotive  stimn- 
lants.  "Aa  Europe  (says  Ur.  Canas)  baa 
formed  a  eonMfMntoi!  syttm,  America  ahcnild 
form  a  wyttmi  for  henelf^  "  The  mere  aa- 
sembling  (says  Mr.  Salazar)  of  the  Congreaa, 
by  showing  the  ease  with  which  America  con 
combine,  will  increase  our  political  impor- 
tance." In  pl^n  terms,  Mr,  President,  we  are 
oalied  UDon  to  form  a  Holt  Auunob  tm  lAii 
»da  qf  tM  vtat&r^  aa  a  connterpoise  to  the  Holy 
Alliance  on  Hie  oUier  ride  of  it  Are  the  peo- 
ple of  this  oonntry  prepared  ibr  that)  wliat 
i»  there  in  the  hiatory  sst  oharacter  of  the  Holy 
Alliance  that  makes  it  a  fit  sutgect  for  oor  Imi- 
tation ?  This  combination  of  nations  at  peooe, 
to  maintain  certain  principles  and  institatiDDB, 
contains  the  most  atrodoos  violadon  of  the 
natural  and  social  rights  of  man  that  the  world 
has  ever  seen.  It  Is  wrong— «ioet  fhtally 
wrong — and  it  makes  no  difi'erence,  in  reason 
orjnstioe,  what  the  principles  to  be  m^ntalned 
are.  It  is  of  the  essence  of  national  inde* 
peudence,  that  every  oomitry  should  be  left 
free  to  adopt  and  to  change  its  princtples  and 
ita  policy  according  to  Ita  own  views  of  its  own 
interests ;  and  from  the  very  bottom  of  my 
soul  I  abhor  the  idea  of  oomblnotiOBS  among 
sovereign  States,  for  any  purpose  whatever. 
Great  Britain,  the  only  nation  in  Enrope  that 
poflseaaes  the  shadow  of  freedom,  has  refused 
to  join  the  Holy  AlUonce.  I  hope  we  shall  folr 
low  her  example  in  having  notMng  to  do  wit^ 
this  "  great  American  Confederacy  " — Mr,  Oan- 
ning  declared  that  such  on  alliance  was  nnoon- 
stitational— and  surely,  if  it  was  so  in  Great 
Britcun,  it  miiBt  be  so  lUre, 
I  come  now,  Mr.  Pre^dent,  to  the  last  sub- 


whioh  is  Etronsly  relied  upon  here  aa  oonstitut- 
ing  in  itaelf  a  decirive  inducement  for  onr  send- 
ing Ministers  to  tlte  Congress  of  Panama — I 
mean  the  fate  of  Ouba.  Kow,  sir,  I  have  on 
this  point  the  authority  of  the  President  him- 
self^ that  neither  he  nor  his  Cabinet  considered 
titis  qoestioD  as  famishing  any  reason  in  favor 
of  this  mission.  If  the  President  or  hla  Cabi- 
net had  supposed  it  material,  he  would  have 
stated  it  to  na  aa  one  of  the  reasons  which  ren- 
dered the  mission  dedrable.  But  neither  in  hia 
meeaage,  nor  in  the  documents  which  accom- 
panied it,  did  he  say  one  word  about  Cuba; 
and  all  our  Information  on  the  subject  has  been 
extracted  by  the  call  for  information  made  by 
the  Senate  on  the  8d  January  last  And  yet 
no  man  can  deny  that  this  u  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  important  topics  connected  with 
tiie  sniyeot.  Bat,  sir,  the  fact  ia,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive is  unfortunately  so  committed,  in  rela- 
tion to  Cuba,  as  to  leave  themselves  bound 
hand  and  foot,  deprived  of  the  piower  of  tak- 
ing a  single  step  that  could  be  productive  of 
any  benenoial  reHolta ;  and  therefore,  no  donbtf 
it  was,  that  the  President  did  not  deem  it  im- 
portant to  mention  the  sul^ect  to  ns  at  oil.  On 
"    docoments  now  before  no,  it  will 
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Spear,  tb&t  while  our  OovenmieDt  baa  taken 
e  bold  ground  in  relation  to  BiueiR,  France, 
and  Greftt  Britain,  that  "  th«y  wilt  not  permit 
an;  nation  except  Spain,  to  take  Oaba,  under 
anj  circiunetancea  wnatet'er,''  the;  have^  in  re- 
lation to  the  SoDth  American  6tat«fl,  declared 
eipres8]7  that  we  earm«t  interfere.  'DiOQ^ 
the  interesta  of  the  United  States  would  be 
mnch  more  deepl;  affected  bj  the  poneeaion  of 
Onbo,  b;  anj  at  the  new  States  than  bj 
France,  or  even  bj  Bnnia,  yet,  while,  in  rela- 
tdon  to  the  latter,  we  throw  onraelvee  fearleeel; 
into  the  breach,  and  have  declared  "  we  will 
not  pennit  them  to  act " — with  reapeot  to  the 
former,  "  we  con  eee  no  nonnd  on  whtcb  we 
can  forcibly  interfere."  }ir.  Clay,  in  his  letter 
to  Ifr.  Middleton,  S6tb  December,  18ZS, 


"  On  this  nibject  it  is  proper  we  Monld  be  per- 
feotlr  nnderUood  hj  Bossia.  For  onrseTvee, 
ire  dedre  no  change  in  the  pbaeearioo  of  Oaba, 
u  baa  been  heretofore  stated.  We  eaitnot  ml- 
lou  a  irat^fer  <(f  tht  itland  to  any  Eurepeam 
poaer.  Bnt  if  Spun  sbonld  reftise  to  conclade 
a  peace,  and  obstinatelj  resolve  on  eontinning 
the  war,  althonab  we  do  not  desire  that  eitAer 
Colombia  or  Mtttioo  ihtmld  ae^ire  the  iilanA 
of  Gvba,  the  Freeident  eatmot  ue  any  jvet\fl- 
ible  ground  tm  which  we  ean  fitreibly  interfere. 
Upon  the  hypothesis  of  an  nnnecessary  pro- 
traction of  the  war,  impntable  to  Spain,  it  is 
evident  that  Coba  will  be  her  only  point  d'ap- 
ptti,  in  this  hemiapbere.  How  o±s  wx  ihtbb- 
poea  on  that  snppoaition,  against  the  party 
clearly  having  right  on  hia  side,  in  order  to  re- 
strain or  nsFBAT  X  LiwrcL  ofxbatiok  or  wabI 
If  the  war  against  the  islands  ahonid  be  con- 
dacted  by  those  Repobliea  In  a  deeolatuig  man- 
ner ;  11^  oontrary  to  all  expectation,  they  shonld 
pnt  arms  into  tiie  handa  of  one  race  of  the 
inhabitants  to  destroy  the  lives  of  another ;  if, 
in  short,  they  sbonld  conntenanoe  and  enoonr- 
age  excesses  and  examples,  the  contagton  of 
which,  from  our  neighborhood,  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  our  quiet  and  safety ;  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Unilod  States  mifht  feel  itself 


ciee  will  arise,  and,  consequently,  it  is  mOKt 
probable  that  the  United  States,  shonld  the 
war  continue,  will  remiun  bereaiter,  aa  they 
have  been  heretofore,  neutral  observers  of  the 
progress  of  its  eventa. 

"Yon  will  be  pleased  to  ccmmnnloate  the 
contents  of  this  despatob  to  the  Bns^an  Gov- 
ernment. And  as,  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
object  which  has  indaoed  the  Freudent  to  re- 
commend to  the  Governments  of  Colombia  and 
Hexico,  a  tatpention  of  their  expeditions  against 
the  Danish  islands,  n«  d^nite  time  conld  be 
saggesl«d  for  the  duration  of  &tat  (wpnuum, 
if  It  shonld  be  acceded  to,  it  mnst  be  allowed, 
on  all  hands,  that  it  oogfat  wit  to  be 
rHy  protraeted."  * 
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[n  accordance  with  the«e  views,  Ur.  Clftf 
writes  to  Ur.  SaUcar,  SOth  December,  1S2S — 
"  The  President  believes  that  a  mupentitm  for 

IvaiiUd  time  of  the  auling  of  the  expedition 
which  is  mtderstood  to  be  fitting  ont  at  Garth*- 
gena,  or  of  any  other  expedition  which  may  be 
ecnlemplated  against  Mther  of  those  Islands 
(Cnba  and  Porto  Bico)  by  Odombia  or  Mexioo, 
would  have  a  salutary  inflnenoe  on  the  greai 
work  of  peace."  And  agun — "  he  exprweoa 
the  hope  tliat  the  Bepahlic  of  Colombia  will 
see  the  expediency  in  the  aotnal  poetnre  ctf 
afiaira  of  forbearing  to  attack  those  islands,  vn~ 
til  a  tvffieient  time  hat  elapted  to  ascertain  tlia 
r«eult  of  the  pacific  efforts  which  the  great 
powers  are  believed  to  be  now  making  on 
Bp^."  Well,  that  time  has  elapsed — the  t«- 
Bult  is  secert^ed.  The  mediation  hu  fwted — 
and  the  Eiecntive  stands  fatally  pledged — not 
to  "interpose"  to  defeat  "alawM  operatitHi 
of  war  "  on  the  part  of  those  "  who  liave  ri^t 
on  their  side,"  nnlesa,  indeed,  the  "ntonnfr" 
of  condncting  that  operation  should  induce  na 
to  change  onr  poeition  ;  and  this,  si^s  the  Se- 
cretary, "is not  apprehended." 

Thos,  then,  it  manifestly  appears  that  oar 
bith  is  pligbted,  and  that  we  nave  acknovrl* 
edged  the  high  obligations  of  duty  not  to  in- 
terfere, unless,  indeed,  the  slaves  shonld  be  ex- 
dted  to  murder  tlieir  masters ;  and  then,  aaya 
Mr.  Clay,  perhaps  we  might ;  and  as  to  the  in- 
vadon,  all  we  have  felt  ourselves  antboriied  to 
ask  is,  a  small  deUy  in  the  swling  of  Qie  expe- 
dition, only  antil  the  efibot  of  onr  intetpositimi 
with  Bnsaia  shall  be  ascertained— of  tfie  total 
failure  of  which  we  are  now  officially  in- 
formed, I  repeat,  therefore,  onr  Executive  haa 
forever  closed  the  lips  of  their  Ministers  on  tliia 
Bnbjeot,  and  there  is  no  pretence  for  snppo^ng 
that  we  can  now  int«rfare  to  prevent  tiie  inva- 
Aatt  of  Cnba  and  Porto  Rico. 

Nothing  remains  for  ns  now,  %  indeed,  any 
thing  can  be  done,  but  for  Concern  to  interpose 
tbeir  anthorlty  in  preventing  the  Executive 
from  carrying  fA«troi«M  into  effect,  and  that 
interposition  will  not  take  place  by  confirming 
this  mission.  The  tme  conetitntional  groona 
is,  that  the  President  has  no  right  to  ple^  this 
nation,  either  as  to  onr  not  permitting  any  fi:w>- 
eign  nation  to  take  Cubs,  or  as  to  tbere  being 
no  gronnd  to  interfere  to  prevent  its  capture  by 
the  new  Bepablicg.  I  would  change  onr  por- 
tion, at  least  so  far  as  to  declare,  that  the  Sooth 
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a»  to  Mr.  MlddMni,  dMad  Mth  T>M«a>bv,  Uac,  ut 
wkloli  Sat  ttet  bttn  eMMHMfMiidt  to  Ma  JRwh  ^  Jttprm 
tntaUnt.  That  lettw,  unoDg  other  ImpoRut  m^in^ 
oantilM  the  T«r  mmuUM*  pHWf*  •bo**  qnoted,  tktnr- 
iDg  Uut  our  florenunent  had  takan  tlia  (leaDd  tbataM 
eoiJd  not  ittUf/ert  to  prerf nl  tha  Inndon  of  tbeaa  ■r^^my 
bj  Ihc  Bnaslali  Ameileu  BUUa,  vhlls  ub  ta«  oOtr  iaai 
«•  had  duUrmlDsd  "aol  to  pennit  aar  EoropHB  aattoa, 

nil  paman,  oonaected  with  tbe  Iwootbnaabvreqiwta^ 
iMm  H^.  cUj'a  kn«  u  llr.  Salaur,  dated  Mth  DeanbK 
iatbaftMsli^ 
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Amerioui  StMes  abonld  not  b«  pennitted  to 
take  it,  or  to  ravolationize  it.  Bnt,  as  the 
cuestion  now  preaents  itealf  as  oonneoted  with 
tiuB  wbAod,  we  can  aocompliBh  do  good,  sod 
ZDhf  involve  ooi^lves  in  dlffionlties,  bf  conn- 
Milling  with  those  who  are  merely  to  settle  the 
modt  of  oo-operation  in  the  invasiou  of  Cuba 
and  Porto  Bioo — a  measure  alreadj  decided  on, 
and  agunat  which  onr  Government  have  boond 
Uiemielves  not  to  interfere.  It  is  in  v^n  to 
laj  that  the  Exeontive  has  onlj  disclaimed 
fimnble  interferenoe.  Ko  other  oonld  be  ef- 
fectaal.  For  a  nation  to  disd^m  the  vlUma 
ratio,  is  to  amrender  the  pcnnt  in  dispnte. 
There  is  no  snch  disolajmer  as  to  Europe. 
There,  "  we  will  not  permit ;"  here,  "  we  can- 
not forcibly  interfere. '  But  we  have  gone  for- 
thdr.  We  have  stated  express!)'  to  the  new 
gtatee,  that  we  only  wk.  deUig,  and  nothing  bat 
delof ;  and  that  to  "a  da;  certain,"  and  now 

As  to  the  oUier  objects  of  this  Congress, 
q>ecified  in  the  invltatjona,  there  is  one  answer 
to  them  all — thej  belong  to  ordinari/  dipla- 
maetf,  and  will  be  better  and  more  apeedUy  ao- 
MHiiplished  b7  onr  MiniBters  fo  these  new 
Sutes,  than  b;  going  into  a  Oongrees  of  tiieir 
depntiee,  whose  attention  most  tra  chiefif  en- 
groseed  bj-  beUlgerent  operations  and  local  ob- 
^cts. 

It  onl;  remains  for  me  to  notice  the  addi- 
ti(»ial  B'ubjectB  speciSed  \>j  the  President.  He 
ooDsiders  this  muslon  neceaaaiy  to  prevent  the 
new  States  from  granting  fpfcial  famyn  to 
^ain  and  to  each  other,  Thb  treaties  now 
Bobmitted  to  as  show,  that  these  States  have 
'  determined  not  to  grant  an;  privileges  to 
Bpftin;  and  with  respect  to  each  other,  we 
have  alreadj'  formed  treaties  with  some  of 
them  in  terms  of  the  most  perfect  rectprooit;, 
and  with  the  oiAj  State  with  which  we  have 
had  the  least  diffionltf  CUeiieo)  onr  latest 
■oconnU  leave  no  donbt  of  their  being  qjeedUj 
rwnoved. 

The  Prendent  next  tells  as  that  it  is  impor- 
tant to  establish  the  principles  and  rtitrictiaM 
iff  rtaton  on  tht  extent  ^  bloehade — bnt  surel;, 
nr,  these  and  cdmilar  objects  are  to  be  attained 
bj-  beaties  ne^tiated  in  the  ordinary  way. 
Tbaj  require  no  snch  extraordinarjr  and  qnes- 
tiooable  proceeding  as  a  mission  to  this  Con- 
gresa. 

We  are  next  informed  bf  tbe  President,  that 
it  will  be  one  of  oar  oUects  to  inculcate  on  the 
itBir  States  the  prinHpU*  of  rtliffioiu  liberty  ,* 
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and  some  hints  are  thrown  ont  of  an  indirect 
inflnence  that  tnaj  be  exerted  over  their  coun- 
oils.  I^  Ur.  President,  it  is  against  the  spirit 
of  OUT  oonstitQtion  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  religion  of  onr  own  people,  1  should 
conclude  it  mast  be  altt^ether  foreign  to  our 
policj  to  interfere  with  the  religion  of  other 
nations.  We  both  believe  ourselves  to  be  right, 
and.  I  know  of  no  power  bat  that  of  the  Al- 
mighty which  can  decide  between  us.  Besides, 
sir.  is  it  not  obvions  that  any  attempt  to  ao- 

S.ire  inflaence  over  the  cDun<^  or  to  regulate 
e  religions  policj  of  the  new  States,  most 
have  a  tendency  to  interrupt  the  fKendlj  rela- 
tions now  existing  between  us,  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  which,  tne  President  asanres  us,  he 
found  the  last  and  decisive  indaceinent  for  ac- 
cepting the  invitation?  Nothing  to  my  mind 
can  be  clearer  than  that  this  misuoa  most 
either  terminate  in  an  idle  oeremony,  or  our 
Ministers  will  deeply  wound  the  sensibilities  of 
the  new  States;  nnteas,  indeed,  they  shall  be 
anthorized  to  eat«r  into  stipulations  inconsist- 
ent with  our  nentrality  mid  fatal  to  oar  inter- 
ests. Look  at  the  questions  to  be  snbmitted  to 
their  consideration.  On  every  one  of  them  oar 
deputies  most  refuse  to  act,  or,  by  acting,  com-  _ 
mit  the  ooontry. 

I  have  given  to  this  sulject,  Mr.  President, 
the  most  cuspaewonate  consideration,  and  I  am 
free  to  confess,  that,  whether  I  consider  the 
measnre  itself,  the  form  of  the  invitation,  or 
the  conrae  which  has  been  pursued  in  relation 
to  it,  my  mind  is  filled  with  the  most  on- 

analined  astonishment  That  the  President 
nodd  have  committed  himself,  committed 
ua,  and  committed  the  nation ;  and  that  the 
qnestion  should  have  been  brought  before  nsy 
will  form,  it  appears  to  me,  a  curious  page 
in  the  history  of  this  coantiy,  which  wiU, 
hereafter,  be  referred  to  wltti  peonliar  in- 
terest 
Mr.  B0BBDI8,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  the  bon- 


Btatra  IU7,  parbkp*,  b«  (»r< 

Bbart^.  8011H)  of  the  SvnQieni  _ 
~-ider  tha  dominion  of  pralndlcs. 
it*<^  with  th>lr  poUtlatl  cumMMi 


wlthoottolimtlonoruTothH  Ihuithado 
abmtdinmmt  i^Mi  but  badfu^nlit ., 

oppmaloii,  may  tt  tHiNKf  mora  e1K»t»il1y  by  tb . 
aiartjom  of  thooa  irbo  oomnr  In  the  priniHplti  of  fTaedom 


i«  hiffotryaji 


kIICuj  affort 


of  OOBMlCWW,  BpOB  thoM  «ho  ■»  Tal  to  bi 
thatr  jutloe  *al  wtidom,  thu  hy  Uie  kIIU 
Ulnlater  to  anf  on*  of  tha  Mpsnts  OoTanun._ 
To  tha  HOBM  of  RapreiontittTM,  be  Hra : 
-  And  lutlf,  tha  CopgnH  of  Paunu  la  bollt 
MDt  ■  lUr  oeoulOD  Ibr  nrglnK  upon  all  the  nan 

thaBoDth,  thsjiut  and  Uboml  phnalplea  oTrellK 

Not  bjaarlnHiftrMMe  whalaTarln  theli  iBlennl  ei 
bothjola4mtnpfirintraait»t,ttimtcixmpaUoiuar  lo- 
taneta  maj  (all  Uiam  to  Mcaatonal  rajldenoala  thair  teril- 
torlai,  tha  luatlmahla  prMlegt  ^  ^tortk^ptmg  their 

Creator  aceordlng  to  tH*  lUolBtaa  of  thrit  own  o — " 

Thli  piiTllaae,  eanetloiiod  br  the  oiutoman'  law 
and  MOQwJbj  traatf  aUpuUtiDni  In  nomeroi 

Tllh  Colombia,  and  vHh  the  FedtnUon  of  Cintii 
—la  rat  10  be  obtained  In  the  other  Bouth  Amtr 
and  Heiloo.  £ililliig  prgjudloei  an  aUU  itnif^l 
"  -•■'->■  — L/,  parhapa,  bo  mote  snceesafBll)'  ~ 


llbet^. 


r  nations 


la  gananl  maeUiu,  than  at  tha  •aparata  at 
Mt  of  eaah  Itcp^o.''-^ot«  »y  Mr^B. 


Cooj^lc 


ABBnMlHBNT  O?  THK 


taUTK] 


[Huc^lSS*. 


orable  gentleman  from  TeanaiDeo  (Mr.  Whitk) 
called  npon  as  (bj  us,  I  mean  those  who  hare 
not  adopted  the  reasoning  of  the  report)  to 
ehow  wherein  the  reaBoning  of  the  report  waa 
not  cooclnsiTB ;  implying  that  we  were  either 
to  do  this,  or  to  adopt  the  rewlntion ;  as  the 
resolution  was  the  neceeurj  reeolt  of  the  rea- 
eoniDg,  if  that  was  ooncInsiTe.  I  do  not  agree 
that  this  is  the  neceaaarr  alternative :  for,  an 
argument  maj  fiUl  of  aoDvinoing  the  miud,  ma? 
be  felt  OS  very  feUaolona,  and  yet  the  mind  be 
tmable  to  detect  its  bllacy,  and  nnable  to  ex- 
pose that  fallacy,  either  to  itself  or  to  others. 

The  report  woold  persnade  na  that  the  desti- 
nies of  Cuba  and  Porto  Kico  are  somehow  con- 
nected with  this  misHon,  or  with  this  Oon- 


their  blacks  being  eicitod  to  revolt  This  snp- 
poBes — first,  that  these  plans  of  oonqnest  or 
revolution  are  contingent— depending  upon  the 
event  of  a  conquest :  if  no  Congress — then,  not 
to  be  nndertaken :  if  a  Congress — then,  to  be 
imdertaken.  And  stranger  still  is  the  fhrther 
contingent  depending  on  the  event  of  a  mis- 
eion,  or  no  mission ;  that  the  Congress,  without 
this  mission,  will  not  undertake  them:  bnt, 
with  this  mission,  will  nndertake  them.  It 
sapposes  these  strange  things :  for  if  those 
plans — Congress  or  no  Congress — mission  or 
no  mission — are  reeolved  on,  it  is  idle  to  arge 
that  as  an  objection,  which  has  no  connection 
with  either  fact.  Whether  these  plans  of  con- 
quest or  revolution  are  resolved  on,  or  will  be 
resolved  on,  or  resolved  agunst,  we  know  not : 
bnt  this  we  know— it  is  a  qneation  with  which 
that  Congress  can  have  nothing  to  do.  It  is 
not  within  their  commission;  nor  has  their 
commission  any  reference  to  It.  The  powers 
of  war  and  p^ce,  and  all  other  prerogatives 
of  sovereignty,  are  expressly  retained  by  the 
Btates.  This  Congress  has  no  participation  in 
them  whatever.  All  their  military— all  their 
naval  operations,  whether  for  offence  or  de- 
fence, whether  separate  or  confederate,  are 
concerted  and  directed  by  the  States  them- 
selves, independently  of  this  Congress,  This 
Congress  has  not  the  least  particle  of  anthority 
with  regard  to  them.  But  if  this  body  had 
delegated  to  it  the  military  and  naval  concerns 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  the  direction  of  their 
military  and  naval  operations,  as  the  report 
erroneously  supposes,  would  not  onr  remon- 
strances, made  upon  the  spot,  in  that  body  and 
to  tiiat  body, be  likely  to  have  some  eStmti 
Would  not  that  be  the  very  place  where  to  ex- 
ert onr  influence  to  prevent  those  attempts? 
And  woold  it  be  pradent  to  forego  the  chances, 
and  them  the  only  favorable  chances,  of  effect- 
ing so  important  an  object  to  onr  country,  as 
would  be  afforded  by  this  mission  I  I  think 
not  The  honorable  gentieman  from  South 
Carolina  supposes,  even  then,  onr  Minister,  by 
going  to  the  Congress,  would  compromit  onr 
neutrality  with  Spain.  What,  if  he  went 
there,  among  other  things,  for  the  express  pur- 


pose of  preventing  an  attempt  ag^nat  the  pos- 
sesdons  of  Spain?  Would  an  office  of  friend- 
ship to  her,  be  a  breach  of  neutrality  towards 
her?  Would  an  efibrt  to  protect  her  islands 
Avm  invasion,  be  an  act  of  hostility  towards 
her?  Witt  the  learned  gontieman  aay,  tbat 
soch  is  the  doctrine  of  the  law  of  nations  on 
the  sablect  of  neutrality?  Upon  re-examina- 
tion and  reflection,  I  am  confident  he  wiU  not 

It  is  evident,  that  onr  Government  tias  la- 
bored with  mnch  anxiety  to  prevent  these  or 
any  enterprises  against  the  islands  of  Caba  and 
Porto  Rico;  hasstilt  that  objectmnch  at  heart, 
and  is  bent  on  preventing  them,  if  poerible. 
Tet  the  very  measnre  which  the  Executive  has 
proposed,  among  other  things,  to  aogmeot  his 
milnenoe  with  those  nations,  to  be  exerted  if 
occasion  sboold  reqiilre,  the  report  reprcMmta 
as  a  measnre  that  may  become  the  means  of 
promoting  the  very  evil  he  is  striving  to  pre- 
vent. How  can  it  be,  unless  the  I^ecative 
shall  change  his  views  ?  Or,  milem  his  Hmis- 
ters  counteract  his  views,  and  favor  those  no- 
terprisea  ?  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, who  portrayed  to  us  the  calamities  whitdi 
might  follow  on  in  the  tr^n  of  theee  events,  to 
affect  onr  fellow-citiiens  in  tiie  Sonth — who 
exhibited  those  calamities  in  a  manner  so  af- 
fecting to  every  heart — who  transported  na  to 
that  scene  of  horrors  which  he  described,  and 
made  as  even  seem  to  hear  the  cries  of  death 
from  the  cradle  of  repoung  inftncy ;  even  be 
is  not  more  anxioos  than  our  Executive  to  pre- 
vent these  enterprises  against  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico.  It  is  strange,  tbat^  agreeing  with  the 
Executive  in  object,  you  ehoold  to  differ  in 
your  opinion  of  the  means  I  It  is  strange,  that 
yon  shonld  jndge  the  means,  which  he  deems 
usefiil,  not  only  not  useftil,  bnt  detrimental  to 
your  common  object  1  The  President  prc^Knea 
means.  How  can  that  gentieman  think  them 
useless  f  Were  he  hiaiself  in  that  Congress, 
and  that  Congress  were  to  agitate  the  project 
of  exciting  the  blacks  of  Cuba  to  revolt ;  and 
that  gentieman  were  to  represent  the  calamitiea 
of  the  measure  to  arise  to  his  friends  and  their 
friends  in  North  America !  to  renew  the  pic- 
tore  of  those  calamities,  as  he  had  repreMnted 
them  to  us,  would  it  have  no  effect  ?  Hy  liA 
npon  it,  I  was  going  to  say,  the  project  would 
be  abandoned.  I  do  not  know  uie  gentlemm 
proposed  for  this  mission ;  but  this  I  know, 
that  if  they  possess  his  powers  of  statement 
and  his  energy  of  description,  or  powera  any 
way  resembling  them,  that  tbeir  mission  can- 
not be  useless  to  the  true  interests  of  this 
country. 

The  gentJeman  haa  represented  na  of  llie 
North  OS  coldly  insensible  to  the  poenble  perils 
of  those  of  the  South ;  as  lookii^  with  stoical 
indifference  to  those  perils :  and  as  not  nnb- 
vorable  to  the  prqjects  that  would  incresso 
them.  I  should  be  sorry  to  believe  that  there 
was  any  fonndation  for  this  opinion.  Tber 
mistake,  I  think,  a  spirit  which  is  very  partial 
and  limited,  for  the  geuaral  spirit  of  tiM  SorA. 
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I  know  that  tliere  is  a  wild  spirit  of  fanaticinn 
existing  in  that  oonntrT^,  bat  not  peculiar  to  it ; 
the  oS^iring  of  a  Tirtnous  eeasibilit;,  but  nn- 
enligbtened  and  unregulated  bf  reason :  bigoted 
to  its  abstractions,  and  disposed  to  push  them 
oniversaU^,  regardless  of  those  oonsiderationB 
which  ought  te  modify  and  to  limit  them ;  th&t 
sees  nothing  in  circumstanoes  tJiat  onght  te 
cheek  or  control  them,  circnrostanoes  tliat  con- 
trol every  thing ;  and  are  not  to  be  controlled ; 
that,  to  realize  these  abatraotionB,  would  risk 
the  orerthrow  of  the  order,  together  with  the 
b^piness  of  a  whole  society — including  that  of 
those  who  are  the  objects  of  iu  fisionary  be- 
nevolence. I  know  that  litis  ntirit  is  fonnida- 
Ue,  and  to  be  feared ;  bnt  this  is  not  the  spirit 
of  the  North;  all  reasonable  and  reflecting 
men  there  (as  the  gentleman  from  South  Oaro- 
lina  did  ua  the  Joatioe  te  admit)  abjnre  this 
spirit.  They  are  not  to  learn,  that  even  the 
virtnee  themselves,  when  poshed  to  tbeir  nlti- 
mate  eitremea,  cease  to  be  virtaes,  and  operate 
aa  vices ;  that  every  society  moat  conform  te 
its  tircmostsaoes ;  tiiat  this  is  its  law ;  and  not 
the  abstract  rights  of  humanity  in  any  imagina- 
ry atste  of  nature.  They  know,  that  if  two 
distinct  people  exist  in  the  same  society,  equal- 
ly uumerooa,  or  nearly  so,  that  one  most  be 
subordinate  to  the  other;  that  not  only  the 
well-being,  bnt  the  very  being  of  that  society 
depends  npon  it ;  that,  if  tney  forcibly  and 
Fuddenly  were  pnt  into  a  state  of  eqotdity,  a 
straggle  would  instantly  ensue  to  ro-establiah 
the  former  condition ;  that  it  mnst  be  re-estab- 
liahed,  or  that  the  one  or  the  other  people  must 
be  extingaished.  The  snpremacy  of  the  one 
people  and  the  snbjection  of  the  otlier,  is  the 
necessary  condition  of  snch  a  society ;  and  any 
Attempt  forcibly  and  snddenly  to  change  it,  is 
to  attempt  to  change  the  notnre  of  things ;  and 
however  benevolent  in  intention,  is  criminal  in 
fact.  The  gentleman,  then,  is  mistaken,  if  he 
supposes  that  we  see  with  indifference  any 
events  that  would  threaten  them  with  this  dan- 
ger \  such,  for  instance,  as  those  revolntjons  in 
the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Forte  Biuo,  which  he 
has  imagined,  and  which^e  deprecates  so  much 
end  so  justly.  And  if  we  do  not  sympathize  in 
fals  fears,  it  is  beoanse  we  are  persuaded  that 
tliia  mesanre,  instead  of  leading  te  those  revo- 
lations,  will  have  a  contrary  tendency ;  and  is 
the  best  of  all  pos^ble  precautionary  measnrM 
in.  oar  power  te  prevent  them. 

So  much  for  this  report  Let  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tenneaaee  still  say,  if  he  will, 
SiAt  its  reasoning  is  conclusive.  The  report 
•K^e,  that  this  mission  will  link  our  destinies 
with  those  of  the  Spanish  American  nationa, 
and  that  the  Oongresa  at  Panama  will  oontroj 
both ;  I  ask,  is  this  proved  t  Is  not  the  con- 
trary made  evident!  The  report  says,  that 
this  mission  will  or  may  compromit  our  neutral 
relations ;  I  ask,  is  thi«  proved  1  Is  not  t^ 
oontrary  made  evident )  The  report  says,  the 
mission  may  be  nnfavorable  to  onr  policy,  of 
preventing  the  conquest  or  the  revofntiona  of 


the  Islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Kico;  I  (wk,  It 
this  proved  t  la  not  the  contrary  made  evv 
dentt 

The  theory  of  onr  constitution  charges  the 
Executive  with  the  care  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, and  of  the  pnblic  iutoreats  connected 
therewith ;  it  snpposes  him  intimately  ao- 
quainted  with  all  those  intoreats,  and  therefore 
possessed  of  the  means  of  forming  a  correct 
opinion  of  the  measures  conducive  te  their  ad- 
vancement.  This  opinion,  dioo^^h  not  binding 
as  authority,  is  yet,  I  think,  entitled  to  mnch 
weight,  as  well  as  to  much  respect,  in  onr  de- 
liberatioDS.  We  have  the  Executive  opinion  in 
this  case,  under  circnmstanoes  that  entitle  it  to 
peculiar  consideration.  The  credit  of  the  Qov- 
emment,  in  the  eetimation  of  all  those  nation^ 
is  in  a  degree  connected  with  the  adoption  of 
his  measure ;  and  that  estimation  onght  not, 
a  my  opinion,  lightly  to  be  forfeited,  nor  im- 
.lecesBonly  imp^red.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  will 
not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WooDBCET,  of  New  Hampshire,  in  ad- 
drtedng  the  Senate  observed,  tnat  he  owed 
some  apology  for  the  violation  of  an  injunction 
of  silence,  which  circnmstanoes  had  imposed 
npon  him,  in  respect  to  the  merita  of  the  pro- 
posed mission  to  Panama.  He  had,  from  the 
flrat  peroaal  of  the  docnmenta,  entertwned  but 
one  opisioD  concerning  its  probable  danger  and 
impohcy.  The  able  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Aflairs,  againat  ita  expediency,  re- 
mained unanswered.  An  early  decision  of  the 
question  seemed  a  favorite  object  with  almost 
every  member;  and,  therefore,  he  had  sup- 
Msed  that  little  benefit  wonld  result  from  de- 
late, until  some  gentleman  of  a  different  opin* 
.on  abont  the  mission  should  attempt  to  sl^e 
the  premisee  or  eonclasious  of  that  report 
Nobody  had  made  this  attempt  till  the  wortliy 
member  from  Rhode  Island,  yesterday  entered 
the  field  of  argmnent  Buch  a  version  of  the 
documents  was  then  given  and  some  such 
principles  of  action  avowed,  ea  l«nded  to  alarm 
my  mind  (said  Mr.  W.)  about  the  accuracy  of 
its  previous  convictions.  Last  evening,  there- 
fore, I  devoted  a  few  hours  to  the  re-pemsal 
of  the  President's  confidential  communications, 
under  a  fixed  det«Tnination  to  renounce,  as  far 
as  possible,  every  prepossession,  and  follow  in 
my  vote,  whithersoever  their  facts  and  princi- 
ples should  direct  For,  I  must  confess,  that  I 
never  could  acquiesce  in  the  doctrine  avowed 
by  the  Ingenious  gentleman  before  mentioned, 
that  he  was  not  obliged  to  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion on  your  table,  although  unable  to  desig- 
nate any  error  in  the  statements  or  reasonings 
of  the  report  on  which  the  resolution  rests. 
Will  he  inform  us  why  we  are  endowed  with 
reason  unless  it  is  te  be  onr  guide  in  actioat 
I  must  know  him  too  well  te  believe,  for  a  mo- 
ment, he  could  intend  to  countenance  the  slav- 
ish position  that  we,  of  coarse,  should  vote 
against  any  resolution  not  conformable  to  £x- 
ecotive  reconuueodation.     But   hia  j-'****'" 
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probablj-,  ooiubtdd  in  this ;  Conclosiona  which 
affirm  facts  eaatzaij  to  all  oar  ezporience,  as 
ttiat  uo  extemal  matter  exists,  thongh  we  are 
bonriy  strikiog  our  foet  and  hands  agtUnst  ei- 
tenm  anbstaitcea,  may  well  be  doDbted,  how- 
erer  ingenious  the  reasoning ;  becanse,  the 
beta  themselves  being  coatraaicted  by  indnbi- 
table  testimDny,  there  most  be  some  error  In 
the  data  or  iofereoces  leading  to  snch  oonda- 
rioQS.  Botfhe  re8o1ntion,th3t  it  is  not  now  ex- 
pedient to  send  Ministers  t«  Panama,  is  not  pre- 
tended to  affirm  any  fact  thos  oontradioted. 
So,  oonolnsionB  which  prostrate  aU  diatinctionB 
between  virtue  and  vice,  may  well  Justify  ns  in 
doubting  some  of  the  statements  or  reasoning 
which  prodnoe  them ;  becanse  they  embody 
what  is  palpably  contrary  to  the  moral  law 
written  on  the  hearts  of  ^  Bnt  no  one  pre- 
tends that  the  resolution  now  nnder  conudera' 
lion  possesses  snch  a  character ;  and,  conse-- 
qnenuy,  like  most  propositions  in  legislation 
and  politioB,  it  mnst  be  assented  to,  nnless  some 
one  can  discoTer  and  describe  a  &llacy  in  the 
gronnds  npon  which  it  has  been  vindicated. 

Bat  the  origin,  olfjeot,  actual  power,  and 
easentisl  charact«r,  of  the  Assembly  at  Panama — 
called  by  whatever  name,  or  its  members  by 
whatever  title — appear,  in  some  d^ree,  in  the 
documents  before  us;  and,  far  as  may  he,  I 
admit,  must  be  settled  by  tbe  treaties  which 
created  iL  by  the  correspondence  of  the  States 
Interested,  and  by  the  official  dedarations  of 
our  own  Oabinet  And  when  my  friend  from 
South  Oarolina  adverted  to  pamphlets,  mani- 
festoes, and  reviews,  upon  this  point,  it  was 
only  to  exhibit  more  in  detail  what  is  essentially 
disclosed  in  the  oonfideotial  commnnlcations 
now  befbre  na. 

In  a  consideration  of  this  qneetioD,  I  have  not 
been  sorprised  to  find,  that  diffiarent  gentlemen 
dionld  fall  into  the  ancient  mistake  of  the  two 
Dervises,  abont  the  true  color  of  a  column  punt- 
ed, and  seen  differently  on  different  sides  of  the 
oolnmn.  Becanse  an  inquiry  into  the  papers 
will  diow  that,  probably,  Uiis  Oongress  will 
poBsese  some  powers  only  temporary,  and  some 
perpetual — some  pesoeihl  and  some  belligerent 
—-some  limited  aod  some  sovereign — and,  view- 
ed in  (his  double  canity,  amjihibions,  benna- 
phrodite,  and  not  deogned  for  either  of  the  above 
pur|>0Bes  eiolnriTely,  many  diBcrepaociea  of 
opinion  may  be  reconciled,  and  the  natnre  and 
otmseqnenoea  of  tlw  misi^n  nay  be  better  nn- 
derstood, 

I  have  been  utterly  astonished,  that  any  gen- 
tleman ooold  read  these  documents,  and  still 
ocail«nd  that  this  was  not  a  belligerent  Oon- 
gress. What!  a  Oongross,  originating  with 
tiioee  engaged  in  war;  confined  for  years,  in  its 
incipient  stages,  to  those  only  who  are  engaged 
in  war ;  to  be  convened  within  the  territories 
of  those  engaged  in  war;  and  having  for  its 
maia  objects,  as  again  and  again  repeated,  the 
triumphant  prosecution  of  that  very  war ;  and 
yet  a  Congress,  in  no  degree  belligerent,  and 
perfectly  safe  for  nentrals  to  auit«  in?    To  re- 
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move  all  qnestions  on  this  point,  I  will  fumiab 
gentlemen  wi(h  evidence,  till  the  most  soeptical 
onght,  I  think,  to  be  satisfied.  Thos,  in  the 
treaty  with  Chili  (Art  894,  p.  28,)  it  is  stipu- 
lated, Ihat  this  OoDfp^ss  of  Panama  shall  fix 
their  respective  contingents  or  quotas  of  "  eea 
and  land  forces  "  daring  the  preseht  war  with 
^>ain ;  and  shall  form  "  a  rallying  point  in  com- 
mon dangers."  By  the  treaty  with  Fern, 
(Preamble  and  third  Article,  page  88,)  the  car- 
dinal olyect  of  the  leagoe  is  said  to  be  to  "  main- 
tain in  common  the  cause  of  their  independ- 
eooe,"  and  this  Coogresa  is  agreed  to  be,  as  bo- 
fore,  "a  rallying  point  in  their  common  dan- 
gers." The  treaty  with  Meiioo  is  wrailar,  they 
bdng  "  oonfbderate  forever  in  peace  and  war," 
and  this  Congress  their  "  point  of  onion  in  oom- 
mon  danger."  By  the  treaty  with  Oaateiaala, 
their  Aetaga  is  avowed  to  be  "  to  identi^'  tb^r 
principles  and  interests  in  peace  and  war," 
(preamble,  page  80,)  "  to  repel  «iy  attack  oi 
inva«on  from  the  enemiee  of  dther,"  (fid  Art.) 
and,  Airther,  "  that  the  objects  oontemplated  by 
the  OT«oeding  articles  may  be  carried  into  effect, 
the  Jtepnbho  of  Colombia  engngee  to  aid  the 
United  Provinces  of  Central  America  with  Uiat 
amonnt  of  ita  diiposable  naval  and  land  foroe^ 
whioh  shall  be  determined  by  the  Congreaa  of 
I^eidpotentiariestobemenli(^edbereafter,'*&o., 
(Art.  8  and  4,)  and  which  is  afterwards  naoi- 
ticxied  as  the  Oongreas  "  at  the  Isthmns  of  Pan»- 
ma,"  (Art.  19.)  I  wonld  respectihlly  inquire, 
if  gentlemen  can  point  me  to  a  parallel  in  the 
records  of  history  of  a  neutral  joining  vrith  "  con- 
federate belligerents,"  in  a  Congress  like  t^ii? 


of  the  opinion  whioh  the  parties  themselvee 
whobcBtnnderstaQd  their  own  aSurs — havo  ex- 
pressed in  other  documents,  concerning  the 
parsmonnt  belligerent  ol^ject  and  character  ctf 
this  Ocmgreae. 

The  Government  ot  Colombia  was  the  prima 
mover  in  this  "perpetnal  league,"  and  in  ita 
"  oommon  oounoil "  in  the  geMt  conflict ;  and 
since  onr  present  aession  commenced,  her  Vice 
President  has  ofBdAy  annooneed,  that  '*in 
Panama  the  Plen^Kttentiaries  of  the  new  Statca 
of  America  are  asaembling  to  rati^,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  our  common  determination  to 
maintain  and  d^end  our  national  liberty  and 
independence  against  the  attempts  of  iu  memitt." 
Is  it,  then,  a  mere  occasional  CJongresa  of  Am- 
bassadors, with  no  belligerent  views?  If  ben 
onr  old  Oonness  convened  for  mmilar  pnrpoeec^ 
would  any  European  neutral,  if  invited,  have 


fint  I  will  not  tax  ycnr  indu^ienoe  1^  pnr* 
ning  these  inquiries  further,  or  Iconld  aak  in 
lothet'  view,  whether  our  mere  preeeooe  at 


such  an  assembly,  knowing  beforehand,  its 
hostile  objects,  and  uniting  with  them  on  a  hos- 
tile soil,  thoogh  disclfuming  to  join  bey<»id  cer- 
tain of  their  deliberations,  and  dividing  those 
as  yon  may,  woold  not  alme  be  likely  to  give  » 
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"  politieal  importance,"  (ad  Mr.  Salaiar  caUs  it, 
jtage  8,)  to  tbow  Spaiush  States,  in  their  bellig- 
erent attitude,  which  might  be  oonstmed  into 
■id  and  comfort ;  and  which  if  giyea  by  a  sub- 
ject to  an  enemf,  whether  amonnting  to  treason 
or  not,  would  sahject  him  to  troublesome  scm- 
tiniee ;  and  which  when  given  hj  one  State  to 
soother,  cannot  be  yerj  &r  from  a  violation 
of  the  spirit  of  nentralitf.  But  I  hasten  to 
other  oonsideratioDa.  All  loj  remarks,  thos 
fitr,  have  proceeded  on  the  hrpothemB,  that  onr 
actoaj  intentions,  in  Joining  this  Congress,  were 
in  everj  respect  commendable,  were  entirel;^ 
pacific,  and  in  no  degree  oonnected  with  "  the 
prosecution  of  the  present  war ; "  or,  aa  Mr. 
Olaj  again  enresses  it,  (28tb  December,  182S, 
page  8,)  "  with  cooscils  for  deliberating  on  the 
means  of  ita  farther  proaeontion."  Are  all  onr 
intentions  so,  ia  point  of  &ctt  I  trust  we  are 
not  to  be  deceived  bj-  any  chaff  scattered  over 
this  snbject  bj  the  wDes  of  foreign  diptomac?, 
or  to  decetre  ourselves  b;  an;  general  profes- 
sions, and  loose  protestations,  not  warranted  hr 
our  acts.  Foreign  powers  cannot  he  thus  blind' 
ed ;  nor  can  the  Amerioaa  people  long  be  hood- 
winked In  this  way  into  any  "pledgee"  or  "se- 
iret '.'  alliances  of  co-operation  with  other  na- 
Ijone,  in  support  of  any  newborn  theories,  or 
ftny  experimental  prinoiptea,  not  conformable  to 
oar  ancient  policy  and  our  tme  interests. 

I  aver,  then,  uiat,  by  the  docameota  before 
WB,  whatever  may  be  the  verbiage  on  either  side 
aa  to  neutrality,  fiie  real  objeota,  as  disclosed  on 
tiie  side  of  Spanish  America,  in  allnring  us  to 
this  Congress  at  Panama,  is  to  involve  ns  in  the 
end  in  Uie  prosecntion  of  the  present  war,  1 
will  attempt  to  show  that  she  either  believes, 
OP  pretends,  that  we  have  already  given  a  pledge 
to  join  her  in  its  nrosecation  in  a  oertmn  oon- 
tin^ncy ;  that  she  invited  us  to  nnite  in  the 
Congress  til!  aboat  tbe  time  when  she  professed 
to  believe  that  contingency  wonld  soon  happen ; 
and  that,  in  all  her  correspondence  as  to  the  ob- 
Jecta  of  onr  attendance,  she  throsts  forward  into 
the  first  rank  the  discuSBions  as  to  the  mode  of 
redeeming  that  pled^  and  of  rendering  effec- 
tual onr  "co-operation"  with  her  upon  that 
ground.  I  will  attempt  to  show  also,  that  a 
part  of  onr  Cabinet  must  thna  tmderstand  her, 
and  that  if  we  now  confirm  this  misdon  for  such 
an  otdect,  we  do,  by  the  very  mission  iteelfj  bind 
onrselves,  in  a  certain  contingency,  to  fature  hos- 
tilities, nnleaa  we  are  willing  to  be  branded  as 
mere  boasters  and  brawlers,  who  do  not  intend, 
in  the  end,  to  redeem  oor  plighted  foith. 

In  snpport  of  these  positions,  Mr.  Ohregon, 
in  his  latter  of  November  Sd,  182G,  (page  4,) 
states  as  the  reason  for  inviting  as  to  the  Con- 
greoB  of  Panama,  that,  "  in  the  meeting  of  it,  it 
wa»  thought  proper,  by  the  Government  of  the 
snb«cTiber,  that  the  United  Btatea  of  America, 
hj  means  of  their  oommiasioners,  sbonld  con- 
stitnte  and  take  part,  as  being  so  much  inter- 
ested in  the  first  and  prinoipal  oqjeotapon  which 
the  Congress  wonld  be  engaged."  What  is  that 
otgeott  Let  the  same  gentleman  answer. 
VohTIIL— 38 


"  The  resistance  or  opposition  to  the  interference 
of  any  neutral  nation  in  the  qnestioa  and  war  of 
independence  between  the  new  powers  of  the 
contment  and  Spain."  He  adds,  that  this  sub- 
ject "  the  late  admiuistration  pointed  ont  and 
characterized  as  being  of  general  interest  to  the 
continent."  He  proceeds  npon  this  point  in 
language  too  explicit  for  misonderstanding : 
"  The  Government  of  Uie  undersigned  appre- 
hends that,  as  the  powers  of  America  are  of  ao- 
eord  at  to  regittanix,  it  behooves  them  to  diieiia 
the  means  of  giving  to  that  resistance  all  poi- 
^le  forte  that  the  evil  may  be  met  if  it  cannot 
t)e  avoided :  and  the  only  means  of  accomplish- 
ing this  object  is  by  apreDitms  coneert  aa  to  tAd 
moit  in  tahieh  eaeh  qfthem  thaU  lead  iti  co-op- 
eratitm,"  &c.  The  opposition  to  colonization 
in  America  by  tlie  Enropean  powers,  will  be 
another  of  the  questions  wtiich  may  i>e  discussed, 
and  which  is  in  a  like  predicament  with  the  fore- 
going. The  two  principal  objects,  therefore, 
whion  we  are  invited  to  discuss  there,  is  die 
pta^ful  question  of  "  redstanoe  "  to  the  inter- 
ference of  any  other  neatral  nation  bi  their  pres- 
ent war ;  and  of  "  resistance  "  "  to  oolonixation 
in  America"  by  any  Enropean  power;  and 
there  to  settle  "the  means  of  giving  to  that  re- 
sistance all  poitSiU  force  " — or,  In  other  words, 
there  to  agree,  by  "  a  previous  concert  as  to  the 
mode  in  whicn  each  of  them  shall  lend  ita  co- 
operation." Co-operation  I  how,  or  when  I  Of 
course,  by  money,  troops,  or  vessels  of  war, 
whenever  Naples,  for  example,  m^  choose  to 
aid  Spain  in  her  present  contest ;  or  whenever 
Sweden,  for  instance,  may  choose  to  pnrohase 
from  her  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico. 

There  is  no  mistake  on  this  point,  as  to  tJie 
gist  or  essence  of  the  mission.  I  care  not  for 
any  formal  flourishes  concerning  neutrality. 
Nations  look  to  deeds,  not  words.  What  are 
the  deeds  to  be  done  there,  and  in  pursuance 
of  what  is  done  there?  Mr.  Salazar,  like 
Mr.  Obregon,  November  2d,  1825,  (pa^  T,) 
says,  "  the  manner  in  which  all  colonization  of 
Enropean  powen  on  the  American  continent 
shall  be  retwfei,  and  their  interference  in  the 
present  contest  between  Spain  and  her  former 
colonies  prevented,  are  other  points  of  ffeaX  in- 
terest" to   be  discussed   by  us  at   Panama, 

Were  it  proper,  an  ecentual  allianct,  in  case 
these  events  ahoold  occur,  which  is  witUn  the 
range  of  possibilities,  and  the  treaty,  of  which 
no  use  should  be  made  ontil  the  eatiu  faderit 
should  happen  to  remain  secret,"  Ac.,  wonld  be 
different  means  "  to  secure  the  same  ends,"  dee. 

The  conferences  held  im  thla  snbject  being 
eot^ldential,"  Ac.  Are  we  then  so  readily  to 
slide  into  the  snares  of  artful  diplomacy )  And 
""  we,  by  this  mission,  to  form  "an  eventual 
— jnoe  "  to  mainttdn  principles  which  have 
never  yet  been  avowed  t)nt  by  one  department 
of  our  Government,  and  which  alliance  is  to  be 
kept  "  secret "  teoni  the  people  and  States 
whom  we  represent!  Is  it  to  be  locked  up  here 
as  "  confidential,"  till  the  eamufadarii  happeus, 
and  then  our  Government  branded  as  perSuoua, 
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niiless  the^Join  in  the  wart  What  isBmera 
adoption  of  the  missioD,  bnt  tm  tuaent  to  this 
dtugerODB  doctrine,  that  we  are  now  pledged, 
and  are  willing  to  remain  pledged,  In  certain 
events  to  take  part  in  this  foreign  war — a 
war  on  the  despotic  principle  of  toaintvniiig 
countries  more  remote  from  ns  than  Europe  it- 
aei^  in  a  balance  of  power;  a  war  on  the  repro- 
bate principle— the  principle  contradicted  b; 
all  the  practice  and  profeasioos  of  onr  earlj  ad- 
ministrations— of  interference  in  the  iatemal 
concerns,  transfers,  colonlzotiooB,  and  contro- 
verffles  of  other  nations. 

Nor  is  this  riew  of  the  nature  and  tendeni^ 
of  these  principles  confined  to  the  Spaniui 
States.  The  Eiecntive  department  of  tJus  Gov- 
emment  must  ent«rtain  similar  notions,  and  are 
now  virtually  calling  npon  the  other  depart- 
ments to  oppose  or  reject  them.  The  President 
himself  merely  epeats  of  "  an  lureement  be- 
tween all  the  parties  represented  at  the  meet- 
ing "  at  Panama  on  these  points,  (message,  De- 
cember 26,  182S.)  Bnt  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  Hr.  Poinsett,  October  SG,  182B,  (page  GT,)  says, 
no  longer  than  about  three  months  ago,  when 
on  invasion  by  France,  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
was  believed  at  Mexico,  the  United  Uexdcan 
Government  promptly  called  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  through  you,  to  ruZ- 
jtf  the  memorable  pledge  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  hia  message  to  Congress,  of 
December,  A.  D.  1823 ;  what  the;  wonld  have 
done,  had  the  eontinyeney  happened,  may  be  ia- 
ferred  from  a  despatch  to  the  American  Minis- 
ter at  Paris,"  &c  Then  follows  that  despatch, 
dated  October  26,  162G,  in  which  be  deliber- 
ately avowB,  that  "  we  ootild  not  etmteiU  to  the 
occnpation  of  those  islands  by  any  other  Zoro- 
pean  power  than  Spain,  under  any  evniingeney 
mhatmer."  The  same  sentiment  is  repeated  toUr. 
Uiddleton,  December  20, 182S,  (page  47,)  "  we 
cannot  allow  a  transfer  oi  the  Island  (of  Cnba)  to 
any  Enropean  power."  Haa  it  indeed  come  to 
this  t  that  we  ace  to  tell  the  Antocrat  of  fifty  mil- 
lions he  has  not  the  eame  right  to  take  a  trans- 
fer of  Porto  Bico,  as  we  had  to  take  a  transfer 
of  Florida  1  Is  this  repnblicaoism,  eqaal  rights, 
and  received  national  law  \  or  is  it  some  mar- 
yellons  discovery  of  the  present  age  t  And,  are 
we  prepared,  by  this  mission,  to  back  np,  by  a 
war,  the  menace  to  France,  that^  in  no  contin- 
gency whatever,  shall  she  be  allowed  to  occnpy 
Onba,  although  she  bay  it  of  Spain  by  as  fair 
and  as  honest  a  treaty  as  that  by  which  we 
purchased  Lonisiana  of  France  herself! 

Are  these  the  doctrines  of  the  American 
Oongress,  or  of  the  American  people  t  or  do 
ih&j  savor  of  the  Holy  Alliance  t  Permit  me 
again  to  repeat,  that  there  is  no  mistake  on 
these  points.  We  act  with  onr  eyes  open,  and 
with  the  naked  principle,  eihiUled  in  so  many 
different  postures,  and  in  auch  bold  relief  that, 
if  the  mission  is  once  sent  to  enter  into  meaa- 
nres  to  enforce  it,  the  die  is  cast  forever,  nnless 
we  prove  perfidious  and  treasonable  when  the 
contingency  oooora.     Mr.  Poinsett,  S6tli  Sep- 
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tember,  J82S,  (page  6^)  removes  aU  doubt  om 
the  other  point  also :  because,  he  says,  "  the 
United  States  had  pledged  themselves  net  ta 
ptrrait  any  other  power  to  interfere  either  with 
their  (Spanish  American)  independenet  or  /orm 
of  G<n»ni,mmU ;  and  that,  as  in  the  event  of 
such  an  attempt  being  mslde  by  the  powera  of 
Enrope,  we  should  be  compelled  to  take  the  most 
active  and  efflaent  part,  and  to  hear  tkeWtitit^ 
the  eonlttt,  it  was  not  jnst  that  we  should  be 
placed  on  a  less  favorable  footing  than  the  other 
Itepublics  of  America,  whose  esiet«nce  we  wen 
ready  to  support  at  such  hazards." 

Bat  the  United  States  as  a  Government,  hava 
not  yet  pledged  themselves  to  any  such  entan- 
gling ana  despotic  prindple,  in  respect  to  any 
other  nation  wbat«ver.  They  have  not  yet 
agreed  to  "bear  the  brant  of  the  contesf'in 
any  foreign  war ;  nor  sopport, "  at  such  hazards," 
"Uie  independence  orfbrm  of  government"  of 
any  nation  or  State,  except  our  own  nation  and 
those  of  the  States  composing  oar  own  confed- 
eracy. Any  such  "  agreement "  would  violate 
the  constitution,  and  pJnnge  ns  into  a  vortex  of 
new  coalitions  tmd  confederacies,  abhorrent  to 
every  feeling  of  our  moat  venerated  fathers. 
Avowals  of  such  principles,  whether  made  by 
Mr.  Monroe  or  others,  are  very  justly  on  one 
occasion,  styled  by  the  Secretary,  "  wneo&u- 
latinf  declarations." — (Letter  to  Mr.  Poinset^ 
{tage  66.)  But,  after  time  to  calculate  and  con- 
sider, let  me  ask,  in  the  name  of  all  which  is  sa- 
cred and  holy,  will  gentlemen  still  pronounce  a 
nlission  pacific,  and  safe,  and  ezpeaient,  whose 
confessed  and  leading  ooject  is  to  discuss  "  the 
means  of  ^ving  "  "  all  poe»ble  force  "  to  our 
"  co-operation  "  in  such  principles  1  and  to  set- 
tle the  mode  of  that  "  co-operation  "  when  wa 
are  called  on  "  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  con- 
test " — to  settle  how  many  of  our  gallant  sons 
are  to  find  ignoble  graves  under  the  tropical 
sun  of  Guatemala,  if  some  petty  Bessian  Princo 
should  hire  a  regiment  of  infantry  to  Spain  t 
or  how  many  of  our  fearless  seamen  are  to  be 
sacrificed  to  prevent  other  nations  fhim  taking 
possession  of  Cuba  or  Porto  Bico  in  the  same 
manner  we  oorselvee  took  poBsession  of  Louis- 
iana and  Florida  t 

Where,  also,  is  tiie  crisis — where  the  emer- 
gency to  jnatjty  such  an  extraordinary  meas- 
nre )  "  Why  quit  our  own,  to  stand  on.  for^gn 
ground  t "  why  Join  onr  fortunes  in  any  cas^ 
much  less  in  a  useless  war  with  powers  of 
another  origin — another  tongue — another  f^th  ( 
Have  we  become  incompetent  to  our  self-de- 
fence !  Are  we  in  need  of  foreign  "  councils," 
and  foreign  "  deliberations,"  to  manage  onr  own 
concerns  I  Or  are  we  so  moonstruck,  or  so  little 
employed  at  home,  aa,  in  the  eloqocnt  language 
of  onr  President  on  another  occasion — when 
the  sentiments  eipreased  found  a  response  in 
every  patriot  heart— as  to  wauder  auroad  in 
search  of  foreign  monsters  to  destroy  ?  Speak- 
ing of  America,  and  her  foreign  policy,  he  ob- 
served, "  she  haa  abatiuned  from  interference  in 
the  concerns  of  others,  even  when  the  conflict 
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baa  been  for  principles  to  which  she  dings  as 
to  the  last  Titol  drop  which  vieitB  the  heart" 
**  Whenever  the  standard  and  freedom  of  inde- 
pendence has  been,  or  ahaU  be  unfurled,  there 
-win  ber  heart,  her  benedictions  and  her  prajers 
be.  Bnt  she  goes  not  abroad  in  gearoh  of  mon- 
sters to  destioj.  She  is  the  well-wisher  to 
the  freedom  and  independence  of  all.  She  is 
the  champion  and  vindioatoronlyof  herown." 
—(Adams'  Oration,  4th  July,  1831.)  This  is 
the  first  time  that  the  LegiBlative  Department 
of  oar  Qoverament  has  ever  been  distinctly  ap- 
pealed to  for  its  sanction  to  the  new  notions 
tbns  ably  denounced  by  him ;  and  if  ire  now 
^prove  the  Panama  Oongreaa,  whose  chief  ob- 
ject is  to  enforce  them,  we  at  once  adopt  and 
^jprove  the  principle,  that  Spain  has  not,  by 
Bach  allianceB  as  nationa)  law  warranto,  and  aa 
vere  formed  on  both  rides  is  our  own  KeToln- 
tion,  any  right  to  attempt  to  reconquer  and  re- 
eolonize  Sooth  America ;  and  farther,  that  she 
has  not,  by  anch  sales  aa  notional  law  warranta, 
md  as  we  onrselTss  have  partaken,  any  right  to 
transfer  Cuba  or  Porto  Bioo  to  any  !Enn>pean 
power  with  whom  she  can  agree  npon  the  pnr- 
ohaae  money;  and  tW,  these  nnpreoedented 
and  nnjnst  poritions  we  are  willing  to  maintain 
at  any  sacnfloe  of  blood  and  breasare. 

Vr.  Whttb,  of  TennesseBj  said,  that,  were 
he  to  be  advised  hy  his  feelmgs,  he  should  re- 
main silent ;  bnt^  when  he  reflected  npon  the 
relation  in  whioh  he  stood  to  the  report  now 
imder  consideration,  a  sense  of  daty  compelled 
him  to  submit  to  the  Sen&tes  stnne  of  the  views 
which  his  mind  had  taken  of  this  sobieot. 

The  only  qneetiontfl,  (said  Mr.  W.J^tiie  (np«- 
disnev  of  the  misrion  to  Panama.  The  Preri- 
dent  baa  distinctly  asked  of  ns  an  opinion  upon 
tliis  question.    (See  his  Uessage,  page  1.) 

Onr  advice  is  to  be  given  ss  freemen  not  as 
dftvee.  In  this  oonrae  we  aerve  the  Exeontive, 
maintun  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the 
Senate,  and  promoto  the  best  interests  of  the 
TJnited  States.  If  the  misrion  should  not  be 
advised,  we  give  no  canee  of  offence  to  the 
gpuush  Amencan  States.  The  evidences  here- 
tofore given  of  onr  Criendahip  for  them,  in  ac- 
knowledging tJieir  lodependenoe,  and  interpos- 
ing our  good  offices  to  efbct  it^  oofj^t  to  shield 
Tis  against  any  snspioion  of  nnfrimdly  feelinfrs 
towards  them  at  present  The  Prerident  wSl 
likewise  comply  with  the  only  promise  made 
to  thoee  who  nave  tendered  the  mvitation,  his 
acceptance  of  it  having  been  epnditwnal,  "if 
the  Senate  advise,"  &a    (See  doonment,  page 

The  suUeot  is  then  &irly  befbre  na,  for  the 
ezerciae  of  onr  beet  judgment^  witjiout  a  fbar 
Qiait  anv  promise  of  uie  Executive  will  be  vio- 
lated, sfaonld  the  Senate  disagree  with  him  in 
opinion :  bat  even  if  this  were  not  so,  we  could 
not,  without  a  shameful  dereliotian  of  dnty,  of- 
fer anything,  as  onr  advice,  bnt  the  revolt  of  our 
best  jndgment. 

"Mi.  Preaident,  I  object  to  sending  Ministers 
§aT  the  poipoee  of  tuscuwing  and  coming  to 


any  agreement  or  convention  upon  this  subject. 
It  is  not  true,  as  &r  as  I  am  advised,  that  the 
United  States  stand  pledged  to  take  part  in  this 
war,  in  any  event  whatover.  Nothing  can  bind 
ns  to  go  to  war  with  any  nation,  but  a  declara- 
tion made  in  the  proper  form,  and  by  the  proper 
department  of  this  Government  The  Ezeon- 
tive  cannot  declare  war,  bnt  I  admit  he  mar 
pnrsne  a  oourse  of  policy  whioh  will  juetily 
other  nations  in  making  war  npon  ns,  Oon- 
grese  has  taken  no  step,  has  done  no  act,  has 
passed  no  law,  by  which  we  are  bound  to  nnito 
with  these  new  States  in  their  war  of  inde- 
pendence, npon  an;  contingency  whatever. 
The  Executive  had  no  power  to  bind  the  United 
States  by  eaj  pUdge  he  could  give.  But  what 
has  he  donet  The  groundwork  of  this  nre- 
tonded  pledge,  it  seems,  is  found  in  Presiaent 
Uonroe's  Meerage,  of  December,  1823.  It  eon- 
tuna  no  pledge— it  is  a  general  declaration  to 
his  own  Congress,  of  the  sentiment  whidi 
would  be  felt  if  any  neutral  shonld  interfere  on 
the  side  of  Spain.  Notwithstanding  that  de- 
claration the  United  States  were  still  at  Uberty, 
consistent  with  their  honor,  to  take  pui  witii 
the  new  States,  or  omit  to  do  so,  as  the  wisdom 
of  OcmgresB  might  jndse  beet,  when  any  nentral 
power  did  take  part  with  Spun.  This  declare 
tion  had  a  good  effbct  Not  wishing  to  give 
ofibnoe  to  the  United  States,  it  may  have  pra- 
venled  some  of  the  European  States  from  taking 
part  with  Spun.  The  new  States  have  had  the 
full  benefit  of  this  declaration.  Thna  the  maV 
tor  appears  to  have  rested,  till  the  close  of  Ur. 
Monroe's  administration.  Since  the  new  ad- 
ministration  came  into  power,  it  seems  tliat, 
npoQ  the  appearance  of  a  French  fleet  in  onr 
seaa,  some  of  the  new  States  called  upon  tha 
Executive  to  redeem  the  pledge  which  had  been 
given.  Upon  this  application,  in  place  of  cor- 
recting the  mistake  npon  this  subject,  it  would 
appear  from  the  documents  with  which  we  ara 
fhmisbed,  the  Administration  admitted  that 
whioh  I  do  not  see  was  the  fact,  that  a  pledge 
had  been  given,  and  directed  Mr.  Brown,  our 
Ifinister  in  France,  to  ask  an  explanation,  && 
Upon  this  point,  however,  I  think  we  are  stiD 
in  the  dark ;  we  have  no  copy  of  the  ^iplioa- 
tion  from  the  new  States,  nor  of  onr  answer  to 
them.  These  documents  would  have  shown 
how  far  our  new  adminiatration  have  gone  to 
wards  compelling  ns  to  take  part  in  this  war. 
It  is  very  tijognlar  that,  after  all  the  calls  for  infor- 
mation which  the  Senate  have  been  compelled 
to  make,  npon  this  important  bosinesa,  there  la 
still  a  want  of  docomenta  that  would  probabi; 
be  nsefoL  But,  if  we  are  at  liberty  to  jndga 
from  the  correepondenoe  between  Mr.  Poins^ 
and  the  Mexican  Minister,  and  from  Mr.  Beara- 
tarj's  letter  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  it  does  really  seem 
(hat  the  Executive  has  admitted  to  Mexico,  that 
we  have  given  a  pledge,  which  we  may  be  called 
on  to  redeem,  whenever  the  contingency  shall 
occur.  Of  this  pledge  the  people  of  these 
States  are  yet  uninformed.  I  feel  persuaded 
they  have  no  idea  we  stand  pledged  upon  but 
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contuigenoj  to  embark  in  the  wtr  vith  tiiese 
sew  States,  whether  it  nu^  oonipete  with  our 
interest  or  not.  This  ia  an  inadvertence  which 
cannot  be  corrected  too  sooo.  If  we  send  iiia- 
iSte/n,  and  an  a^eement  ia  entered  int<L  then, 
Indeed,  will  the  United  States  be  pZ«^(d.  We 
now  know  the  ot^ect — we  see  the  predioamentin 
which  we  are  phteed ;  and  irith  this  knowledge, 
If  Oongreas  oon  be  indnced  to  give  ita  sanction 
to  this  measnre,  and  this  pledge  of  the  Eieon- 
tive  ia  refined  into  an  agreement,  bj  which  the 
United  States  shall  be  bound  to  fiirniah  men, 
money,  ships,  dec.,  in  aid  of  the  new  States, 
whenever  any  power,  now  neutral,  may  choose 
to  take  part  with  Spain,  then,  indeed,  shall  I 
think  this  nation  has  given  a  pledge,  one  that 
tt  may  cost  ns  too  ninch  to  reaeem,  when  the 
oaans  fcederis  shall  happen. 

Mr.  President,  I  oo  one  step  farther  and  Inrist, 
If  yon  do  send  Uinietere,  and  tbey  disooas  this 
nbject,  and  enter  into  the  propoted  agrttmmt, 
M  far  as  yon  have  power  over  the  matter,  yonr 
neutrality  is  not  only  broken,  bnt  yon  are  in  a 
state  of  war,  and  that  with  any  and  every 
power  that  ia  nou  nentrsl,  and  ma.y  hereafter 
elect  to  take  a  part  with  Spain.  This  is  a 
dilemma  from  which  we  cannot  escape,  without 
disgraoe.  Send  Ministers,  make  the  agreement 
— and  the  question  of  peace,  or  war,  is  not  with 


pean,  or  even  American  nation  can  put  yon  at 
war,  whether  it  may  enit  yonr.toterest  or 
not 

I  object  to  sending  Ministers  for  the  disons- 
Aaa  of  any  meh  subject,  or  for  the  accomplish 
ment  of  any  nuik  object    Even  if  we  believed 


port  in  this  war,  I  wonld  still  be  oppoeed  to 
any  agreement  by  which  we  wiil  become  bonnd 
to  do  so.  It  is  impossible  now  to  foresee  what 
ma^  best  comport  with  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  at  any  tubiegumt  period;  and 
they  ought  to  be  left  /r«e  to  act,  unfettered  by 
any  agreement  whatever,  as  their  interest  or 
honor  may  reqoire,  when  some  other  power 
do«fl  actnelly  interfere. 

It  is  vain  to  saj,  we  are  not  to  take  a  part  in 
any  belligerent  qnestion ;  that  out  neatrality  is 
sot  to  be  violated ;  that  we  are  not  to  engage  In 
any  thing  importing  hostility  to  any  other 
power;  while  this  proposition  is  presented  to 
na.  One  of  the  Ministers  who  gave  the  invita- 
tion classes  the  snbjeota  to  be  disonased  into 
helligertnt  and  ptat^l,  end  states  that  the 
United  States  are  not  expected  to  take  any  part 
In  the  fint ;  bnt,  in  the  last,  they  are,  and,  in 
tAu  eloM,  be  speoifles  this  very  satgect.  Does 
this  make  it  peaceful  t  Sorely  not.  It  is  bellig- 
erent. I  admit  it  is  not  an  tHnolaU  stipula- 
tion to  take  part  in  the  war,  and,  therefore, 
some  may  fed  justified  in  saying  it  does  not 
import  hostility ;  yet,  it  is  nndonbtedly  an  agree- 
ment to  take  part  upon  the  happening  of  a  cer- 
tain contingency,  it  will  import  hostility  upon 
I  certain  condition,  which  contdngency  or  con- 
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dition  is  not  within  the  eontni  of  the  United 
States. 

Bnt  aftor  the  report  of  the  committee  had 
been  made,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
thought  it  might  be  well  to  know  in  what 
Hoirit  Spain  bad  received  the  mediation  of  the 
Empeiw  of  Bnsria,  and  he  sabmitled  a  reeoln- 
ti<Ht  asking  information  npon  this  point,  from 
the  President,  and  this  resolution  prodooed  the 


with  the  complexion  previonsly  given  to  the 
oasef  It  shows  that  the  opinion  entertained, 
that  Spain  wonld  recognize  the  indq>end«ioe 
of  the  new  Stales,  was  oestitate  of  any  plannUe 
evidenoe  to  support  it — that  Spain  is  determin- 
ed to  persevere  in  the  war,  nntU  these  States 
are  rednoed  to  their  former  condition — that  du 
expects  a  straggle  in  her  behalf  within  these 
States  themselves — that  she  will  procnre  asust- 
anoe  dther  from  Franoe,  or  &om  some  other 
European  nation ;  and,  finally,  that,  aa  these 
colonies  are  hers  of  right,  if  aU  other  resooroes 
Ml,  the  Supreme  Being  will  miraonlonsly  inter- 
pose, and  put  her  again  in  ponocadon  ai  those 
rights,  attempted  to  be  wrested  from  her  int- 
properiy.  To  many,  I  believe  I  might  say  to 
all,  it  appeared  strange  that  this  oorreepondenoe 
should  not  have  been  communicated,  when 
that  from  Mr.  Ifiddleton  and  Gonnt  Kesselrode 
WIS  famished,  beoaose  the  Secretary,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  which  caosed  the  triansmission 
of  that,  says,  it  "opens  a  wide  field,  and  might 
be  made  to  embrace  all  the  Foreign  relations ;" 
and '  yet,  by  some  oversight,  the  infonnaU(m 
most  important  was  entirely  omitted.  With 
this  evidence  before  ns,  it  would  seem  that  he 
who  will  inast  that  there  is  even  a  probabill^ 
that  the  Spanish  King  will  speedily  acknowl- 
edge the  independent  of  these  States,  mnst  be 
as  inoa|«hle  of  reastMdng  oorreotly,  as  is  that 
King  hunself 

So  far  as  we  have  the  means  of  jndging^  this 
war  is  to  be  contmned,  and  it  becomes  a  very 
important  qnestion  to  settle  in  onr  own  miudi 
the  direction  it  wHl  most  probably  take.  It 
^jpears  to  me  that,  if  we  oongult  the  docu- 
ments before  ns,  we  osn  oome  to  a  satia&ctoij 
oondnsion  npon  this  point,  m  for,  at  least,  ai 
we  are  concerned.  These  new  States  are  now 
strnggling  for  their  independence — infJatoated 
Spun  wiH  not  acknowle^e  it — they  wtU  very 
Datnraliy  recur  to  snob  measures  as  will  be 
most  likely  to  injure  her,  and  thereby  compel 
her  to  do  that  which,  if  reasonable,  die  wonld 
do  without  compulsion.  They  will  be  sore  to 
strike  where  it  can  he  done  with  most  effect, 
where  she  will  feel  most  sensibly.  Look  at  the 
oorreepondenoe  between  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  Mjt.  Middleton,  between  Mr.  Middleton  and 
Count  Neeselrode,  and  between  Mr.  Clay  and 
the  Ministers  of  Colombia  and  of  Mesioo,  and  say 
if  yon  are  not  eonrinoed  they  wiU  strike  Spun 
through  her  colonies  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Bico. 
These  colonies  are  convenient  to  the  new  States : 
Uiey  have  expelled  the  enemy  from  thedr  owa 
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Territory ;  they  will  probsbly  stimaUte  a  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitaals  of  Uioee  idanda  to  rebel, 
to  declare  themselTeg  independent  of  Spain: 
KDd,  by  uniting  thrir  fbroee  witli  those  revolted 
■uUeo^  endeavor  to  pnt  down  the  Spanish 
aDthoritiee  in  those  islands.  What  oonseqaen- 
oes  are  likely  to  flow  from  sooh  a  measare? 
Bnsda,  probably,  and  E^nce  almost  oertdnty, 
fTonld  tnen  immediately  take  port  wiA  ^ain, 
in.  the  war.  From  the  docomenta,  we  nave 
«Tidence  that  they  woold  have  strong  induce- 
ments to  interpose  immediately.  It  is  their 
wish  that  Sp^  shoold  retain  her  dominion 
Orer  those  islands,  because  then  that  balanet 
would  be  kept  np  in  the  seas  where  those 
islands  are  situate,  which  those  powers  think 
oogfat  to  be  preserved. 

fir.  President:  I  paas  to  the  next  sabject 
spedfied.  It  is  to  disooss  and  a^ree  npoa  the 
means  to  be  employed  for  the  ertfrt  aboiition  of 
the  tlaoe  trade.  Of  all  saltjects  that  ooold  be 
thought  ot,  none  woald  be  found  more  nnfortn- 
nate  than  this.  It  was  hoped,  that,  after  reject- 
ing the  convention  with  Colombia  npon  this  anb- 
Ject,  the  Senate  wonid  hear  no  more  of  it  from 
fbreignera.  If  slavery  is  an  affliction,  all  the 
Bontnern  and  Western  Slates  have  it,  and  with 
it,  their  pecnliar  modes  of  thinking  upon  all 
autjeota  connected  with  it.  Id  these  new  States, 
KHne  of  them  have  pat  it  down  in  their  IHinda- 
mentallaw,  "that whoever  owns  a  slave  shall 
oease  to  be  a  citizen."  Is  it  then  fit  that  the 
United  States  shonld  disturb  the  quiet  of  the 
Bonthem  and  Western  Statee,  by  a  discnanon 
and  agreement  with  the  new  States,  npon  any 
anbjeot  connected  with  slavery  ?  I  think  not. 
Can  it  be  the  desire  of  any  prominmt  politician 
in  the  United  States,  to  divide  ns  into  parties 
npon  the  subject  of  Mao»ry?  I  hope  not  Let 
US  then  eesse  to  talk  of  slavery  in  this  House ; 
let  OS  oease  to  negotiate  npon  aoy  saUeot  coa- 
neoted  with  it  The  United  States  have,  by 
their  own  laws,  pnt  an  end  to  the  slave  trade, 
K>  far  as  their  citizens,  or  their  vessels,  are  oon- 
oemed  in  it — more  than  this,  they  ought  not  to 
attempt  Let  other  nations  discharge  their 
dnty  as  well,  and  the  alave  trade,  so  oalled,  will 
be  alMlished. 

One  word  more  npon  this  point,  Mr.  President, 
and  I  will  dismiss  it  If  uiera  be  any  gentle- 
men in  the  United  States  who  serioosly  wish  to 
■ee  an  eod  of  slavery,  let  th«n  oease  talldog  and 
vriting,  to  indaoe  the  Federal  Govemmwt  to 
tAke  Dp  the  fobjeot,  beoanae,  by  the  ooorse  now 
parsoed,  by  some,  they  are  protracting  a  meaa- 
nre  which  they  profess  a  wish  to  hasten  the 
accomplishment  of.  Whenever  the  States,  in 
which  slavery  exists,  feel  it  as  mi  evil  too  tn(af#r- 
oAle,  move  towards  its  removal  at  home,  and 
^>p[y,  throngh  their  L^islatnrea,  to  this  Qovem- 
meot  for  aid  t0  abolith  it,  tA«n,  and  not  loonw, 
we  may  discuss  it  within  these  waUs. 

4th.  We  are  invited  to  attend  and  settle 
"the  basis  of  oar  relations  to  Hayti,  and  othsri, 
that  may  be  in  the  like  drcnmstanoes,"  && 

Will  gentiemen  tell  ns  whether  a  Bepreaento- 


[Smt-rm. 

tive  from  Hayti  is  invited  to  attend  this  Oot»- 
greas  t  It  appears  to  me  that  it  will  be  very 
nnfur  to  settle  this  qoestion,  where  that  Qov^ 
emment  is  nnrepresented.  It  is,  therefore^ 
most  probable  her  Minister  is  to  be  there  like- 
wise.  Beflaot^  Mr.  President,  upon  the  popnla* 
tion  of  that  country,  and  npon  that  of  a  portion 
of  onr  own,  as  weU  aa  npon  the  peculiar  modes 
of  thinking  in  Spanish  America,  and  then  let 
honorable  gentlemen  say  whether  they  think 
this  will  be  a  fit  sabject  for  discossioo.  It  is  a 
qnestion  which  the  American  statesmen  mnst 
settle  for  thtmiehet,  and  by  th«m»ehet.  Oar 
ntnation,  in  relation  to  this  salgaot,  is  so  peon- 
liorly  delicate,  that  I  cannot  snppose  any  real 
friend  to  the  Union  woald  propose  that  it  should 
be  settled  at  the  Ooogrese  at  Panama.  Tha 
suggestion  of  such  a  project  may  be  readily  ex- 
onsed  in  a  foreigner-  bnt  in  an  Americaa 
dtizeu  it  would  be  highly  inexcusable. 

Mr.  President ;  I  have  now  made  some  re- 
marks upon  each  of  the  subjects  »pee^eall« 
mentioned  in  tha  invitations  we  have  received 
and  have  InMsted  that  it  is  UT^fit  we  shonld 
take  any  part  in  their  discussion ;  and  thal^  if 
Jit,  it  would  be  nnirise  in  as  to  enter  into  any 
agreement  or  convention  respecting  them,  and 
here  the  question  vary  naturslly  presents  itself: 
If  we  do  accept  these  invitations,  and  send 
Ministers,  vrill  they  not  be  considered  bound 
to  discuss,  and  decide  npon  each  of  these  snb- 
Jeots)     I  respeetfiilly  submit  that  they  will. 


Ministers  asked  if  the  United  States  would  ae- 
cept  an  invitation,  if  formally  given!  Tha 
Secretary  of  State,  by  command,  answers— 
"  Specify  the  subjects  to  be  discussed,  the  moda 
.1  which  the  Congress  will  be  or^anited,  and 
the  manner  of  ita  action,  and  we  will  then  givo 
yon  an  answer." 

Under  dato  of  the  9d,  8d,  and  14th  of  No- 
vember last,  those  Ifinistors  tender  formal  In- 
vitations, and  specify  tkeM  subjects,  as  a  part  of 
those  in  the  discussion  of  which  tee  are  expect- 
ed to  take  a  part ;  and  on  the  SOth  of  the  sama 
month,  the  Secretary  of  State  accepts  the  invi- 
tation, Y  ^  Senate  mU  eonour,  and  gives  no 
nctiee  that  any  one  of  the  sabjects  la  oonnd- 
ered,  by  the  President,  aa  unfit  for  na  to  di>- 
oass  and  agree  upon. 
Suppose,  then,  oar  Ministers  to  be  appointed 
-when  they  arrive  at  Panama,  will  not  those 
who  gave  the  invitations  consider  that  tha 
United  States  have  agreed  to  discass  and  de- 
cide npon  each  of  these  questions  in  partionlar, 
and  npon  such  others  as  the  proceedings  of  tha 
Oon^ress  may  ^ve  rise  to !  If  we  ol(|ect  to 
the  discussion  of  either  of  the  spedfic  proposi- 
tions, will  we  not  be  told,  Your  Government 
asked  ns  to  specify  the  sabjects,  for  the  pntposa 
of  enabling  it  to  determine  whether  they  ooald 
send  Ifinisters  to  take  a  part;  we  did  specify 
them  in  our  invitations,  and  when  those  invttv 
tioDs  were  aooepted,  yon  ought  to  have  notified 
of  some  of  these  rab- 
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jeoto,  jon  oonld  take  no  part :  ae  yon  did  not 
do  80,  we  oon^der  jaa  pledged  to  aid  in  delib' 
eratiDg  upon  ea^di  t4  them.  What  answer 
ootdd  we  give  to  aooh  an  argument  t  Nonet 
that  I  oan  think  ot,  nnlesa  one  oonld  be  derived 
from  tiie  general  statement  of  onr  Becretarj, 
that  W4  conld  not  take  part  in  any  belligerent 
qneition.  The  reply  would  be  immediatelT 
given — "The  abolition  of  the  alave  trade," 
"  the  relations  we  aliall  bear  to  Hayti,"  tm., 
are  snrely  peoceiU,  not  belligerent  questions ; 
and  the  qnestions  relating  to  colonixation  and 
to  reaiitanoe,  if  any  neabal  power  should  take 
part  with  Spun,  were  specified  bj  ns  aa  faUing 
within  the  same  claas,  to  which  yon  made  no 
oljeotion  whatever;  and,  therefore,  we  were 
not  at  liberty  to  sappoae  yoar  general  dedara- 
tion  bad  any  relation  to  either  of  them ;  and, 
if  we  had  aaspeoted  yon  did  not  intend  to  take 
part  with  ns  in  conBidering  those  sntijeota,  we 
would,  most  anrely,  have  given  yon  no  invita" 
tion  whatever. 


a  send  lUnisten,  the;  will  go  pMifed 
disonas  and  decide  upon  each  of  ueee  qnes- 
tions.  Thns  cironmstanced,  it  would  seem  to 
me  to  be  the  only  safe  plan  for  ns  to  abstun 
from  advising  the  President  that  the  nlaaion  is 
Azpedlent. 

Mr.  J.  8,  JoHiMTOS,  of  Looisiana,  said :  We 
have  been  invited  by  the  Governments  of  Co- 
lombia, Mexico,  and  Gnatemala,  to  send  Kinia- 
ters  to  the  Oongress  of  Panama.  The  Presi- 
dent hat  eipreesed  a  willingneas  to  accept  the 
Invitation,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate ;  and  we  ore  now  to  give  that  advice. 
The  reepeot  and  oonrteey  whicn  distingnieh  the 
InteroonrBO  of  naldons — which  ought  eepecially 
to  belong  to  Uie  existing  relations  with  them — : 
would  seem  to  reqolre  that  the  invitation  should 
be  met  in  the  amicable  spirit  in  which  it  is 
offered,  nnlees  it  involves  a  departure  from  onr 
dnty  or  onr  policy.  Bat  I  do  not  place  the  ar- 
gument on  that  ground.  There  are  objects  of 
great  and  preeain^  concern  to  this  conntry,  and 
of  deep  and  vital  mterest  to  that  portion  which 
I  represent,  which  call  for  tiie  immediate  inter- 
poMtion  of  this  Government.  I  regret  to  difi^ 
with  the  Representatives  of  that  interest  here, 
with  regard  to  the  mode  of  obtuning  onr  ob- 
ject ;  while  there  is  no  dlfierenoe  of  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  evil  or  the 
magnitade  of  the  danger.  There  ore  other  ob- 
jeoU,  of  a  general  notnre,  which  recommend 
this  miBsion  to  nB,  to  which  it  will  be  my  duty 
to  advert  in  the  conrse  of  my  remarks. 

It  has  been  assamed  in  debate,  that  the  ac- 
oeptance  will  involve  a  violation  of  onr  iken- 
trality,  and  that  aU  the  ot^eots  ore  either  dan- 
gerous, Inexpedient,  or  nnneceesary.  I  mean 
to  meet  this  aivament  fUrly.  The  qoestion 
toms  upon  it.  I  freely  admit  that,  if|  as  it  has 
been  etron^y  nrged,  by  both  the  gentlemen 
who  preceded  me,  (Mr,  White  and  Mr,  Hatnb,) 
this  was  a  Confederacy  of  Amerioan  States,  of 
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which  we  shonid  form  a  part;  if  thia  was  a 
belligerent  OongrtM,  and  we  shoiild  sit  in  oonn- 
cdl  with  them,  to  deliberate  on  those  bel- 
ligerent qaestiona,  voto  with  them,  and  be 
boond  by  them,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  num- 
ner  it  would  affect  onr  neotroli^,  and  the  ccu- 
seqoenoee  to  which  it  would  lead.  Bat,  if  these 
iocta  are  not  tme,  bat  assamed— if  they  are  not 
warranted  by  the  docomenta,  but  inferred — it 
will  as  clearly  foUow,  that  there  is  no  gronnd 
for  the  argument  and  the  whide  of  the  enpoN 
etraotnre  will  fall  with  it ;  and  to  thia  fasne  I 
bring  the  debate. 

A  Confederacy,  for  certain  spooiSed  objec^ 
has  been  formed  by  the  Spanish  Americaii 
States.  It  ia  expressly  declared  to  be  com- 
posed "  of  the  States  of  America  formeriy 
Spanish  " — "  of  the  ci-devant  Spanish  Amer- 
ican States."  This  Confederacy  is  already- 
formed  by  mutual  oonventiona,  which  are  now 
before  ns ;  for  objects  peculiar  to  themselvea. 
To  this  league  we  are  not  parties,  even  in  con- 
temnlation.  The  pnrpoae  of  it  is  foreign  to  ns  ; 
we  nave  no  war ;  we  are  not  threatened  with 
invanon ;  we  want  no  alliance ;  we  require  no 
rallying  point ;  we  have  no  motive  to  change 
onr  present  happy  and  peocefol  relaljons.  M- 
though  we  have  reoently  formed  treaties  with 
each  of  them,  there  has  been  no  aocb  conven- 
tion proposed  to  as ;  nor  is  it  anywhere  ang- 
gesteo,  bat  in  debate,  that  we  u«  to  form  a 
part  of  the  leagne.  As  we  were  not  ori^nally 
a  part  of  the  Confederacy,  we  could  not  now 
be  admitted  without  a  new  compact,  and  with- 
out violating  the  commercial  ngbts  and  inter- 
ests of  the  partiee  under  it.  This  compact 
could  not  be  fbrmed,  certainly,  without  a 
trea^,  which  would  require  the  radfication  of 
this  body.  There  is  no  proriaion  for  the  ad- 
misaion  of  new  Stat«s.  The  union  is  limited 
to  tiioee  who  had  a  common  intereet.  We 
have  been  invit«d  with  peculiar  caution  and 
delicacy,  not  as  a  member  of  the  family,  but  as 
a  gneet ;  not  to  a  Congress  of  which  we  were 
a  party,  but  aa  a  friend  and  visitor ;  to  afford 
them  on  opportunity  of  manifesting  to  ns  the 
sentimenta  of  kindness  and  frieiuLship  with 
which  tbey  are  animated. 

These  Spanish  American  States  have  been 
engaged  in  a  war  of  Revolution.  Th^  have 
achieved  their  independence ;  all  the  force  of 
Spain  has  been  driven  firom  the  continent. 
But,  aa  Spun  refuses  all  t«rma  with  them,  and 
may  renew  the  wot  apon  either,  the  moot  ex- 
posed or  the  moet  feeble ;  as  she  will  concen- 
trate all  her  power  apon  a  given  point ;  as  the 
occupation  of  any  position  on  the  oontineot 
will  form  a  boaia  of  operations  on  which  to  act 
against  all  the  rest ;  as  it  will  become  the  rally- 
ing point  of  all  her  adherents,  and  enable  them 
to  prolong  the  war — it  became  neoessoiy  to 
unite  for  the  common  defence  of  all,  and  mn- 
toally  to  guarantee  peace,  security,  and  inde- 
pendence. 

In  such  a  compact  it  was  not  onr  duty,  oar 
polity',  or  inolination,  to  engage ;  and,  accord- 
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iDg];-,  we  find  that  no  proposition  wu  made  to 
-OS  to  become  a  partj',  and  all  the  oommnnica- 
tiona  apeak  with  the  most  guarded  precautions, 
and  the  most  explicit  avowals.  To  WieTS  that 
'  thej  intended  to  nnite  na  in  their  councils,  or 
to  draw  ns  into  their  meaanres,  would  be  to 
arrive  at  this  conclnrion,  not  onlj  withoat  evi- 
dence, but  against  all  evidence,  and  in  the  face 
of  the  most  solemn  aaaiintnoes.  This  alUanoe 
of  Spanish  American  States  is  atreadj  formed. 
The  parties  that  compose  it,  the  principles  on 
which  it  is  based,  tlia  obligations  it  imposes, 
snd  the  means  to  be  employed,  are  fnlly  set 
forth  in  the  convention  before  ns ;  to  which  I 
confidently  refer. 

Bat  BDppose  we  were  to  take  part  in  the 
discussion  of  belligerent  measures,  what  part 
shonld  we  take!  It  is  our  interest  and  onr 
doty  to  keep  Onba  as  It  is :  a  movement  then 
wonld  be  dangerous  to  ns.  The  Becretarj  of 
Btate  has  a^d,  we  desire  to  see  Gnba  rem^  as 
it  ia.  The  President  has,  on  a  memorable  oc- 
casion, said :  "  We  cannot  view  with  indiffer- 
enoe  the  interposition  of  any  European  na- 
tion." We  ahoold,  therefore,  advise  them  to 
h-osbaad  their  strength  and  resoorces — to  se- 
core  what  they  have  gidned.  We  should  dia- 
Boade  them  from  striking  at  that  island — a 
measure,  perhaps,  fatal  to  them,  and  ii^uriooa 
tona. 

How,  then,  can  we  partioipata  in  any  bel- 
ligerent measure  t  or  any  act  pr^udidal  to 
Spain  1  or  any  act  inconsistent  with  our  faith, 
onr  honor,  or  onr  neutrality  t 

But  it,  contrary  to  alt  expectation,  flie  cbar- 
ACter  of  this  assembly,  and  our  motives  in 
sending  tKis  mission,  shonld  be  misconceived, 
and  b^et  suspicion,  the  President  ought  and 
would  remove  it  by  amicable  explanations. 

Our  conduct  has  been  always  distinguished 
by  frankness  and  good  fhith.  There  is  nothing 
in  this  affair  to  conceal — nothing  doubtful — 
nothing  that  we  cannot  avow — as  we  have 
heretofore  done  every  thing  connected  with 
these  Republics,  in  the  face  of  the  world. 
C^lainly,  if  we  do  not  take  part  in  this  Oon- 
gress,  even  in  respect  to  its  defensive  alliance, 
and  we  make  these  friendly  explanations,  no 
nation  will  believe  that  we  mean  to  take  part, 
except  to  produce  peace. 

But,  if  the  President  was  disposed  to  do 
wrong,  and  should  make  a  trea^,  (which  ts  not 
even  unaginBd,^  it  wonld  not  be  binding.  It 
must  receive  toe  sanction  of  the  Senate,  and 
t^  in  the  language  of  the  report,  "  the  yower 
poSBCsBed  by  the  Senate,  of  withholding  its  as- 
sent, ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  saffident 
aaanrance  against  the  possible  and  probable 
effects  of  the  proposed  measure,"  there  is  an- 
other and  a  doable  asanrance,  to  wit :  that  the 
Freddent  and  Senate  cannot  commit  this  coun- 
try in  a  war — it  reqnirea  "  An  act  of  Congress." 

There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  present 
case.  The  President  has,  at  all  times,  the  pow- 
er to  commit  the  peace  of  this  countij,  and  in- 
volve OS  in  hostilities,  as  &r  a«  he  has  power  in 


this  case.  To  him  is  confided  aU  interoourae 
with  forelpi  nations.  To  his  discretion  and 
responsibility  is  intrusted  all  our  delicate  and 
difficult  relatlous:  all  negotiations  and  all  trea- 
ties are  condaded  and  brooght  to  iaane  by  him. 
He  speaks  in  th^  name  and  witb  the  authority 
of  this  Government  with  all  the  powers  of 
Europe.  That  confidence  has  never  been  de- 
ceived. The  character,  talent,  and  pablio  vir- 
tue, which  placed  them  in  that  high  station,  is 
the  guarantee  of  their  conduct.  Their  own 
tame,  their  love  of  countiy,  make  it  their  in- 
terest and  their  duty  to  cultivate  peace,  com- 
merce, and  honest  iinendship,  with  all  nations ; 
and  all  the  motdves  of  self-love  and  ambition 
conspire  to  ensure  from  them,  as  from  us,  a 
^thM  discharge  of  the  trust  confided  to  them 
by  the  constitution  and  the  country.    But  tiiere 

enst  be  confidence.  No  Government  can  exist 
ithout  it.  And  this  distrust  and  jealousy  of 
the  Executive  wilt  destroy  all  power  to  do 
good,  and  all  power  to  act  effioientiy. 

The  whole  of  the  argument  which  I  have  at- 
tempted to  reflite,  is  founded  on  the  fact,  that 
we  are  to  form  an  alliance,  to  confederate  with 
them,  to  make  common  cause.  The  answer  is, 
there  is  not  a  fact  to  warrant  the  aasnmption ; 
and  not  a  man  in  America  will  believe  ttiat  this 
Government  hod  such  a  measure  in  view  ■  and 
yet  we  hear  that  this  la  a  roeasuio  involving 
the  dignity  and  neutrality  of  the  United  States, 
the  fnndunental  princi}des  of  the  Union,  and 
the  peace  and  seonrity  at  a  great  sabdivirion  of 
the  Confederacy. 

I  conclude  that  this  meeting  of  diplomatic 

S;ents  b  for  convenience  and  facility  of  ae- 
on ;  that  they  are  to  act  ministerially ;  and 
that,  therefore,  what  is  done  will  be  done  in 
the  nanal  diplomatic  form,  by  conventions: 
which,  in  that  case,  must  be  negotiated  un- 
der instructions  from  the  Exeontive,  and  be 
referred  back  to  the  Senate  for  ratification ; 
and,  If  it  was  a  legislative  assembly,  then  we 
are  not  parties  to  it,  nor  members  of  it:  nor 
has  the  Execntive  power  to  enter  such  a  body 
— certainly  not  witiiout  a  formal  act  of  fhia 
Government — and  if  he  did  anthorize  such  an 
iutercoursa  it  would  not  Iw  obligatory  on  us. 
So  that  all  these  dangers  are  imaginary,  and 
conjured  up  to  frighten  and  alarm, 

Mr.  President,  much  baa  been  said  about  a 
pledge.  It  is  now  the  policy  to  make  an  im- 
pression that  some  secret  nnderstanding  baa 
taken  place;  some  unknown  and  mysterious 
arrangement,  which  the  Government  will  now 
be  bound,  in  honor  and  good  faith,  if  ttiis  mis- 
sion ia  sent  to  carry  into  effect 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  inquires  what 
this  pledge  is ;  and  the  gentieman  from  South 
Oarohna  intimates  strongly  that  this  Qovom- 
ment  has  given  a  pledge.  The  declaration  of 
the  President  admonished  neutral  nations  not 
to  interfere  with  Spain  and  her  colonies.  It 
was  a  distinct  and  positive  enunciation  of  the 
views  of  this  Government  It  was  supposed, 
at  the  time,  to  «i«an  tametiing.    By  aomo,  it 
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decUradon.  Ko  other  or  differmit 
lias  beea  givea  to  Btrengthen  the  coimections 
with  theae  new  States.  Bnt  admit  there  waa : 
all  motive  to  treat  on  that  subject  now  ha« 
oeased ;  there  ia  now  no  danger,  or  even  expec- 
tation, that  the  oontingenoj  will  ever  happen ; 
and  if  we  cannot  rel;  upon  the  annrance  of 
the  President,  that  no  alliance  will  be  formed, 
we  may  rely  upon  the  fact  that  no  pledge  haa 
been  giveiL  by  the  inference  aridng  tttaa  the 
&ct^  that  Uexioo  refbaed  t«  place  ns  on  the 
fbotmg  of  the  most  favored  nationa.  If  we 
had  given  the  pledge  to  protect  her  independ- 
ence, there  would  nave  existed  no  reason  fbr 
the  diatinotion  taken  between  m  and  the  other 
American  States. 

l£r.  Freadent :  I  ahall  draw  Qk  attention  of 
the  Senate  now  to  the  consideration  of  some  dl 
those  robjeota  which  I  deem  of  pnblio  interest, 
which  have  been  snggeeted  as  proper  for  dia- 
oawiOD,  by  onr  IGnisters  at  Panama.  I  am 
met  here  by  a  sweeping  declaration  of  Oio 
committee  in  their  report — "That  they  have 
not  been  able  to  discover,  among  the  objecta 
particularly  dedgnated,  a  tittglt  tubjeet,  con- 
cerning which  the  United  States  onght  to  enter 
into  an/  negotiation  with  the  6tat«s  of  Ameri- 
ca assembled  at  Panama;"  and  in  the  argn- 
ment,  they  have  been  boldly  denounced  as 
^tber  dai^erona,  Inexpedient,  or  nunecessary, 
or  improper.  I  trust  I  have  shown  that  many 
of  the  dangers  which  were  imaged,  are 
groundless.  That  ariang  itora  being  a  member 
of  this  new  Oonfederacy,  which  rendered  the 
mission  nnconBtitutionBl — that  arising  from  the 
fear  of  contracting  alliances,  which  woold  vio- 
late our  neutrality — that  arising  &om  a  sup- 
posed pledge  to  make  common  caose,  which 
might  mvolve  oa  in  war — that  arising  from  the 
iiterference  of  nentral  or  allied  powers  of  En- 
rope  in  this  contest,  which  might  threaten  our 
peaceful  condition — these  have  been  folly,  1 
nope  aatis&ctorily,  explained. 

Among  the  events  of  greatest  magnitade, 
and  most  anxious  concern  to  this  countr;,  is 
the  future  condition  of  Cuba.  We  know  that 
Colombia  and  Mexico  have  long  contemplated 
the  independence  of  that  island.  It  has  proba- 
bly been  delayed  by  want  of  concert,  and  by 
our  mediation  to  pn>dnce  peace.  Bnt  we  now 
know  that  the  fortune  of  that  island  is  now  to 
be  setUed,  They  have  waited  for  a  favorable 
moment  to  attack  them  with  a  certainty  of 
success,  by  the  greater  forces  which  the  alli- 
ance of  all  the  sections  of  the  South  and  Mex- 
ico will  procure.  The  final  decision  is  now  to 
be  made,  and  the  combination  of  forces  and 
plan  of  attack  to  be  formed. 

With  r^ard  to  the  effect  of  that  misrfon 
upon  us,  there  ia  no  difference  of  opinion.  It 
Is  deprecated  by  all,  as  equally  dangerous  to 
our  peace  and  their  safety.  What,  then,  at 
such  a  crisis,  becomes  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment?   Send  your  Ministera  instant^  to  this 
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Diplomatio  Assembly,  where  this  measure  is 
maturing.  Advise  with  them — remonstrate — 
menace  them,  if  necessary,  against  a  step  so 
dangerous  to  us,  and  perhaps  fatal  to  them. 
Urge  them  to  be  satisfied  with  what  they  have 
achieved — to  establish  their  Goverriments — con- 
solidate their  Union — improve  their  resonrcee. 
Guard  them  against  the  madnesa  sod  folly  of 
this  enterprise.  Warn  them  of  the  danger  of 
provoking  the  allies  to  take  part  with  Spain. 
Admonish  them  of  their  duty  and  obligation 
they  owe  to  themselves,  to  us,  and  to  sU  En- 
rope — not  to  disturb  the  peace  and  repoae  of 
the  world.  Our  advice  will  be  respected,  and 
the  danger  averted.  The  oonseqneaceB  of  this 
event  in  Onba  have  been  depicted  in  lively  col- 
ors, bnt  not  too  highly  drawn.  There  is  no 
difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  conse- 
qnenoes  which  muat  ensue. 

The  eetabliahment  of  prindples  of  a  littenl 
commerdal  intercourse,  is  another  sulked  well 
entitied  to  deliberate  consultation  with  the 
Spanish  American  States,  It  is  well  known 
that  an  idea  has  previuled  among  them  of  ^- 
in^  special  favors  to  each  other,  and  of  di»- 
cnminating  between  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  American  States 
formerly  Spanish.  Mexico  still  adherer  to  the 
justice  of  this  principle,  and  has  refused  to  sign 
a  treaty  on  the  baaie  of  equality  and  reciprod- 
ty,  after  a  full  discussion.  The  other  States 
have  adopted  the  principle  of  equality.  But  aa 
treaties  are  temporary — as  this  great  question 
io  !■«  lu.  •'—ia  discussed — and  as  a  uniform  sya- 
will  be  adopted — it  seems  of  great 
secure  to  our  navigation  tiie  bene- 
fits of  that  extensive  and  increasing  commerce. 
"  '  the  reference  of  this  subject  is  opposed  in 


fonnded  on  refinements  in  liberality  and  dia- 
interestedness,  utterly  incompatible  with  tiie 
rights  and  advantages  which  it  is  the  duty  c^ 
every  Government  to  secure  to  its  citizens. 

With  regard  to  the  policy  of  mitigating  tlis 
practice  and  laws  of  nations  in  maritime  war, 
and  of  establishing  the  same  rules  that  have 
obtained  in  other  wars — to  exempt  non-com- 
batents  and  private  property  from  its  operv 
tions,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  here.  Such 
a  modifioation  of  the  public  law  on  the  ocean, 
would  deprive  war  or  most  of  its  destructive 
and  unhappy  consequences;  would  cause  the 
war  now  permitted  against  regular  commerce 
and  private  rights,  producing  disorders,  vio- 
lence, and  crimes,  ruinous  to  one  class  by  mak- 
ing them  a  prey  ia  the  needy  and  desperate  ad- 
veotnrers,  who  rob  and  plunder  by  commisdcoi, 
and  demoralizing  in  its  inflnence  on  all — to 
cease  to  disgrace  the  code  of  civilized  nations ; 
and  this  o^ect  is  worthy  the  profound  atten- 
tion of  thia  Government,  and  of  the  enlight- 
ened age  in  which  we  live. 

The  condition  of  EayU  is  another  saliiect, 
not  alluded  to  by  the  President,  and  only  ill- 
tended  to  be  alluded  to  by  Mr,  S^aiar. 


C.ocH^lc 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


MaBCO,!! 


ha  AwMii  Jiimbm  at  Btcnt  Saturn. 


[Suun 


With  reftard  to  the  relations  with  that  ooon- 
tr7,  no  chftnge  is  desired — none  will  take  place 
here.  It  maj  be  proper  to  expreea  to  tbe  Bonth 
American  Statw,  tlie  nnalteracile  opinion  enter- 
tained here  in  regard  to  interooorse  with  tliem. 
It  will  have  its  dne  weight  and  influence  in 
tbeir  connciis,  and,  I  hope,  it  will  be  effectnaL 
The  nn»dviae4  recognition  of  that  island,  and 
the  imbliQ  reception  of  their  Minifiters,  wHl 
nearly  sever  onr  diplomaUo  interoourse,  and 
bring  aboat  a  eeparation  and  alienation,  injuri- 
ons  to  botii.  I  daem  it  of  tJie  highest  conoera 
to  tbe  political  connection  of  these  countries, 
to  remonstrate  agtunst  a  measnre  so  Jnstlj  of- 
e  to  OS,  and  to  make  that  temonBtranoe 


I  tmst  I  hare  shown,  tliat,  If  this  misdon  Is 
sot  dae  to  conrteej,  it  u  due  to  a  just  estimate 
of  onr  essential  interests.  It  la  dne  to  Mend- 
ship,  to  peace,  to  commerce,  to  onr  prinoiples ; 
it  can  do  no  iijory— it  may  do  good— it  will  do 
good. 

Mr.  V*s  BuBET,  of  Now  York,  said:  The 
■abject  before  os  presents  a  question  entirely 
new.  It  is  one,  too,  of  intense  interest,  Involv- 
ing considerations  which,  when  once  fnlly  un- 
derstood, cannot  fail  to  ennte  the  deep  solid- 
tnde  of  onr  oonstitnents,  and  onght  to  fill  qb 
with  proportionate  anxiety.  It  has  grieved  me 
to  hear  it  annonnced,  on  difierent  occasions, 
and  in  various  forma,  that  gentiemen  had  so 
definitively  made  np  their  minds  as  to  render 
discnssion  unavailing.  I  venture  to  tHrra,  that 
a  similar  conrse  has  never  I>een  pnrsaed  in  a 
deliberative  assembly.  Oases  have  occurred, 
where  the  nsister  designs  of  a  factions  minor- 
ity have  been  defeated  by  a  reftisal  to  reply  to 
■peechas  made  after  a  snbject  had  been  ftiUy 
ducosBed,  and  with  the  sole  view  of  embarrsBs- 
yag  the  operations  of  Qovomment ;  bnt  to  com- 
mence the  consideration  of  a  great  national 
measure  with  the  declaration,  on  the  part  of  its 
advocates,  that  it  onght  to  be  settied  by  a  silent 
Tot«,  is  an  occnrrence,  In  the  annals  ctf  legisla- 
tion, which,  as  it  now  stands  withont  prece- 
dent, will  remain,  I  trost,  fbrever,  withont  imi- 

It  is  not  for  me  to  advise  those  with  whom  I 
diffiar  in  opinion :  nor  am  I  disposed  to  arro- 
gate a  privilege  to  which  I  have  no  cUim.  I 
will,  however,  with  permission,  and  In  all  kind- 
ness, entreat  gentiemen  to  re-considar  the  pro- 
priety of  a  coarse  which  cannot,  I  am  per- 
Bnaded,  receive  the  sanction  of  their  deliberate 
Jndgments.  Let  each  determine  for  himself 
whether  it  will  read  well  in  the  history  of  this 
measore,  that  its  progress  throngh  this  Eonae 
has  been  marked  by  a  drcnmstanoe  of  so  ei- 
trsordinary  a  character.  Entertaining  an  en- 
tire confidence  In  the  motives  of  gentlemen,  I 
will  still  enconrage  the  hope,  that  they  w^ 
difiiise  the  light  which  has  orooght  conviction 
to  their  minds ;  and,  as  far  as  i>ractioahla,  di- 
vest themselves  of  all  predetermination.  This 
hope  alone  indooes  me  to  trespass,  for  a  mo- 
ment, on  the  time  of  the  Senate. 


fiothing  can  contribnto  more  to  a  jnst  da- 
eision  of  the  qnestion  befbre  o^  than  a  correct 
nnderetanding  of  what  that  question  is.  I  wilt 
endeavor  to  state  it. 

A  Congress  of  Deputies  &om  several  of  the 
Spanish  American  States  is  to  be  held  at  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama.  The  objecta,  powers,  and 
dutJes,  of  the  Oongress,  are  set  forth  in  certain 
treaties,  formed  by  those  of  whom  the  Congress 
will  he  composed. 

The  United  States  were  not  parties  to  these 
treaties ;  but,  snbseqnently  to  tneir  formation, 
it  was  thought  advisable  by  some  of  the  States, 
to  invite  us  to  join  them.  Foreseeing  the  diffi- 
culties which  might  prevent  an  acceptance  of 
their  invitation,  and  nowilling  to  impose  the 
necessity  of  a  refnsal,  these  States,  with  a  com- 
mendable delicacy,  made  on  informal  applica- 
tion to  DOT  Government,  to  know  if  it  would 
be  agreeable  to^lt,  that  such  an  invitatioii 
should  be  ^ven.  On  receiving  this  intimation, 
the  Freeideiit  hod  before  him  Uie  choice  of  one 
of  several  cooraes,  If  he  believed  thst  the 
attendance  of  an  authorized  agent  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  Panama,  with  suitable  instructions, 
would  i>e  beneficial,  it  was  competent  for  him 
to  have  sent  a  private  agent,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, with  proper  credentials.  '  If  he  had 
thought  it  more  advisable,  because  more  re- 
spectfol,  he  might  have  directed  onr  Uinistera 
at  Oolombia  and  Mexico,  or  either  of  them,  to 
repur  to  the  proposed  seat  of  the  Congress,  in- 
Btnicted  to  express  the  interest  we  take  in  the 
success  and  prosperity  of  the  States  there  as- 
sembled ;  to  explain  to  them  the  principles  of 
our  policy,  and  the  reasons  which  dissuaded 
our  Government  from  uniting  in  the  Congress; 
and  to  communicate  whatever  else,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Executive,  the  interests  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  required.  Or  he  might  have  ez- 
e-aased  his  desire,  that  the  invitation  to  the 
nited  Stetes  to  be  represented  in  the  proposed 
Congress,  should  be  given ;  and  as  far  as  his 
constitational  power  extended,  determined  to 
accept  it.  He  hsa  chosen  the  latter ;  and  if  the 
Senate  approve,  and  Oongrms  make  the  neces- 
sary appropriation,  his  decision  will  of  course 
supersede  any  other  steps  which  might  have 
been  taken.  Bnt  if  the  Senate  do  not  approve, 
or  Oongress  ref^ise  the  appropriation,  either  of 
the  other  measures  may  sdJl  be  adopted.  Their 
execution  is  within  the  constitutional  compe- 
tency of  the  Executive,  and  the  contingent 
fond  will  supply  the  means.  It  will  be  seen, 
therefore,  that  the  qnesldon  is  not  whether 
measures  shall  be  taken  to  avail  ourselves  of 
all  attainable  advantages  from  the  Assembly  of 
the  Spanish  American  Stetes,  but  whether  they 
ihaU  beofOit  eharaeUr,  and  in  the  /om  pro- 
poted.  That  form  is,  to  send  a  representetioa 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Con- 
gress of  Panama,  according  to  the  invitation 
given  to  oar  Government,  and  its  conditional 
acceptance.  I  cannot  give  my  adrioe  and  con- 
sent to  this  messure ;  aai  in  assigning  the  rea- 
sons for  my  dissent,  I  hope  to  be  excoaed  for 
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omittmg  to  notice  some  of  tbe  topics  so  lorgel; 
dwelt  oa  ID  former  debates,  on  the  BDl^eot  of 
Bp&nisli  American  afialrs ;  such  as  Qm  gw- 
graphical  description  and  Ereat  extent  of  these 
Statea,  the  character  of  their  inhabitanta,  moral, 

0'  sica],  and  intallectoal,  tlie  injQstJce  of  their 
enBlavement,  the  odioni  tjrannj  practieed 
npon  tbem  for  a  anoceraion  of  ages,  and  the 
cmelties  indicted  by  tiieir  unnatural  mother 
daring  the  war  of  independence.  Snhjeata 
Thich,  although  thej  may  at  times  have  pro- 
duced some  of  the  finest  efi^iona  of  gesnine 
patriotism,  have  also  not  onfrequentl;  been  the 
theme  of  wild  and  eothoBiaBtie,  not  to  a&y 
frothj  and  nnprofitable  declamation.  We  have 
had  enough  of  sDch  eassTs. 

I  will  not  saj  that  they  have  become  stale, 
becanse  I  would  not  bo  speak  of  an;  honest 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  public  libert;.  For  the 
present,  at  least,  the;  would  be  misdirected. 
The  condition  of  things  is  changed.  Affurs 
hare  advanced.  The  colonies,  whose  distreased 
condition  haa  occasioned  these  strong  appeals 
to  our  sympathies,  are  now  of  right,  aod  in 
tact,  free  and  sovereign  States.  Their  inde- 
pendence has  been  ddiheratety  Tecoguized  bj 
us  and  otherpowera,  in  the  face  of  the  world; 
and.  thou^'not  yet  acknowledged  b;  Spain, 
(or  likely  soon  to  be,)  is  held  by  as  good  a  ten- 
nre,  and  stands,  I  hope,  npon  aa  Ann  a  basis, 
as  our  own.  The;  have  severed  the  tie  which 
bonnd  them  to  the  mother  country ;  and,  un- 
like ourselves,  have  achieved  their  liberation 
by  their  own  unaided  efforts.  As  they  have 
thns  won  an  honorable  station  among  inde- 
pendent States,  it  becomes  oar  imperative  duty 
to  treat  with  them  as  sach.  In  oar  intercourse 
with  them,  as  with  alt,  it  should  be  our  first 
and  highest  concern  to  guard,  with  anxious  so- 
licitude, the  peace  and  happiness  of  oar  own 
conntry ;  an^  in  the  fulfilment  of  this  daty, 
to  reject  every  measure,  however  dazzling, 
which  can  have  a  tendency  to  pat  these  great 
Interests  at  hazard.  Whether  the  measure 
now  proposed  will  endanger  those  interests,  or 
wheUier  there  is  not  reasonable  ground  to  ap- 
prehend it,  is  the  question.  To  this  will  mv 
observations  be  directed,  slike  regardleas  of  til 
extraneous  excitement,  and  indifferent  to  the 
tmmerited  sospicion  of  being  lukewarm  in  the 
cause  of  Soath  American  liberty. 

The  first  points  which  naturally  present  them- 
selves for  our  consideration,  are  the  character  of 
the  Congress,  and  the  limitations  under  which 
it  is  proposed  that  the  United  States  aboold  be- 
come a  party.  In  the  former  are  embraced  the 
objects  of  the  Assembly,  present  and  Ibtnre  j 
the  powers  of  the  Depnties;  its  dnration, 
whether  temporary  or  permanent,  and  its  man- 
ner of  acBng,  whether  legislative  or  diplomatic. 
In  the  latter  are  embraced  the  portion  of  the 
concerns  of  the  Congress,  in  which  the  United 
States  are  incited  to  participate,  and  the  man- 
ner of  that  participation.  Upon  some,  if  not 
all  these  points,  it  most  be  admitted  we  are 
Tithont  satta&ctory  infonnatiou.    Bnt  the  faolt^ 
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if  fault  there  be,  in  this  particular,  does  not  Ita 
at  onr  door.  There  was  a  time  when  the  Ex- 
ecative  required,  as  a  condition  precedent  to 
the  acceptance  of  the  invitation,  an  adjustment 
of  several  preliminary  points,  such  as  "the  sub- 

Sit  to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  was  to 
directed ;  "  the  nature  and  form  of  the  pow- 
ers to  be  g^ven  to  the  diplomatic  agents  who 
were  "  to  compose  it,  and  the  mode  of  ita  organ- 
ization and  action."  But  that  condition  wa> 
afterwards,  and  I  cannot  bat  thiuk  improvi- 
dentlr,  dispensed  with.  When  this  subject  was 
first  laid  before  na,  we  were  furniabed  with  no 
evidence  upon  some  of  the  points  referred  to^ 
except  the  uttle  that  cotild  be  gleaned  &om  the 
letters  of  invitation :  it  was  not  until  the  10th 
of  January,  in  complianoe  with  the  call  of  the 
Senate,  of  tiie  4th,  that  the  treaties,  in  virtne  of 
which  the  Congress  is  to  be  held,  were  sent  to 
ns.  Sir,  the  inroads,  which  the  insinuating,  net 
tosay,  insidioos  influence  of  Execntive  authority 
has  made  upon  the  rights  ^d  privil^^  of  this 
body,  from  which  so  much  was  expected  by  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  are  great  indeed. 
This  remark  is  not  made  with  particular  refer- 
ence to  the  present  Execative.  The  history  of 
our  Oovemment  for  many  years  presents  an  un- 
broken series  of  similar  encroachments.  The 
relation  in  which  the  President  stands  to  the 
Senate,  when  acting  under  the  treaty-making 
power,  is  essentially  different  &om  the  other 
relations  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  He 
has  Eiecotive  duties  to  discharge,  in  which  the 
Legislature  have  no  participation ;  duties  which 
ordinarily  commence,  when  theira  have  termi- 
nated. Information  in  his  posaession,  reU^ng 
to  that  branch  of  his  public  duties,  it  is  his  right 
to  communicate  or  withhold  from  Congress,  as, 
in  his  opinion,  may  best  subserve  the  pnblic  in- 
terest. By  the  oonstitntion,  also,  the  exclnsive 
right  of  nomination  to  office  is  given  to  him, 
and  the  Senate  are  called  on  only  to  approve, 
or  disapprove.  There,  too,  he  acts  distinct  from 
OS,  ana  possesses  a  discretion,  thoogb  perh^ 
more  limited,  with  regard  to  the  common icatitn 
of  information.  But  on  the  subject  of  treaties 
the  case  is  evidently  different.  They  are  to  be 
made  "by  and  with  the  advice  and  consented 
the  Senate."  Upon  that  subject  every  step,  pre- 
liminary, as  well  as  final,  ought,  in  the  aplnt  of 
the  constitution,  to  be  submitted  to  the  benatb 
The  practice  of  conceding  to  the  Execntive  the 
preliioinary  steps  in  anegotiation, first  adopted 
from  convenience  and  unce  acquiesced  in  ^m 
habit,  is  now  considered  by  some  as  on  unqocs- 
tioned  right.  But  in  the  early  adminiBtralion 
of  the  Government  it  was  different.  General 
Washington,  pursuing  the  spirit  of  th«  coostito- 
tion,  before  commencina  an^  new  n^^tiation, 
lud  before  the  Senate  the  views  of  the  Execn* 
tive,  the  instmctions  proposed  to  be  pven  to 
ministers,  and  all  the  information  in  his  possea- 
sion,  and  then  asked  the  benefit  of  their  coun- 
ciL  St  appears  to  have  thooght  the  informa- 
tion necessary  to  both  ahonld  he  viewed  in  all 
I  respeots  as  the  common  property  of  both.    But 
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Dov,  iiutead  of  those  flill  and  ezplidt  oonunnni- 
oatioDS,  a  jwrtioii  onlr  of  the  reqiusite  infoima- 
tiOD  is  eparisglj  doled  out— jiut  eaoogh  to  sat- 
isfy the  sacoesiive  oaHs  of  0>6  Benote ;  oallB  al- 
vijt  made  with  r«lQOtanoe,  beoanse  ooosidered 
b;  some  as  implying  an  nDwiUincnees  to  etan- 
munioate  what  may  be  detfred.  It  will  be  re- 
oollected,  that  it  vas  notonlil  tiie  3d  of  Febra- 
BT7  that  the  Senate  obtained  the  infbrmatioD 
upon  which  it  conaented  to  act.  It  ia  cot  mj 
intention  to  impnte  to  the  Eieontive  a  disposi- 
tion to  snppreaa  anj  Uiing  oonneotad  with  this 
■abject.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  these 
views  eiiat.  It  is  to  the  practice  itself  which 
he  fonnd  on  entering  into  office,  that  I  have 
deemed  this  a  proper  opportonity  to  ol^eot,  not 
urEthont  a  hope  that  a  reniedj  ma;'  be  applied. 
It  is  known  to  eTeiy  memt>er  of  the  Senate, 
that,  from  this  oanae  en  the  sabjeot  before  as, 
its  deliberalJoiiB  have  been  embarrassed,  and  its 
action  impeded. 

Hopii^  to  be  excused  from  &  digression  not 
vholly  irrelevant,  I  riiall  proceed  to  the  disoas- 
'  flion  of  the  satjecL 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Oonsreaa  of 
Fuiama,  first,  as  it  re^>eota  the  Bpaidsh  Amer- 
ican States,  by  whom  it  is  constituted,  and  sec- 
ondly, the  footing  on  which  oar  Representfltivea 
are  to  stand  t  Is  it  to  be,  as  asserted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  a  mere  IHplo- 
matic  Oomicil,  held  for  oonTenieDoe  In  negotia- 
tion, with  power  to  make  and  receive  proposals, 
but  withoot  aathority  to  bind  the  represent«d 
States  t  OF  ia  it  to  be  an  efficient  public  body, 
the  permanent  organ  of  a  oonfederation  of  fr«e 
St«tes,  formed  for  great  national  purposes  I  In 
short,  is  it  to  be  an  adwinfOT  an  acting  body? 

The  treaties  between  the  Bepnblics  of  Colom- 
bia, and  those  of  Pern,  Ohili,  Mexico,  and  Gau- 
temala,  formed  in  the  years  1823,  1B3S,  and 
J8S5,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  institution  and 
character  of  the  CongreBs,  are  alike.  By  these 
b^atiw,  a  permanent  lei^cne  and  confederation, 
in  peace  and  war,  is  established  among  the  par- 
ties :  containing  gnarantees  of  the  territories  of 
the  reepectiTe  States,  and  stipolating  for  oon- 
tribntions  in  ships,  men,  and  money,  for  the 
eommon  defence.  In  a  word,  they  provide  tor 
tbennion  and  application  of  their  Joint  meanik 
for  the  parpoee  of  promoting  the  general  good 
of  the  Oonfederate  States,  reserving  to  eaim  its 
sovereignty  in  whatever  relates  to  its  internal 
eoncema,  and  certain  portions  of  its  fordgn  re- 
lations. 

Now,  fbr  the  purpose  of  Amplifying  the  qnee- 
lion,  permit  me  t«  aak,  can  the  two  specific  ob- 
jects and  duties  of  the  Oongreea,  vix :  the  inter- 
fretatvm  of  treaties,  and  the  vmpirag»  of  all 
dispntee  ^nd  diSbrences  between  the  confed- 
erate Sti^ea,  be  effected  npon  the  limited  oon- 
atmctton  now,  for  the  first  time,  given  to  ita 
powers;  aoonstroction  resorted  to,  and  enibroed 
with  mnch  ingenuity,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Isalnd,  when  the  dangerous  steps  we  are 
flhont  to  take  are  folly  presented  to  his  view  I 
Upon  fbithn'  reflection,  that  gentleman  cannot . 


&il  to  detect  the  fallacy  of  the  reasoning,  by 
whioh  he  haa  been  iudnoed  to  adopt  a  conetmo- 
tion  Bgwist  the  exprees  letter  of  the  treaties. 
He  asks,  where  are  the  powers  by  whioh  the 
Oongreaa  are  to  enforce  its  decisions  t  none  are 
given ;  henoe  he  infers  Uiat  they  are  only  aa- 
Qioriied  to  adaitt,  but  not  to  diremt.  Pennit  me 
to  ask  the  worthy  gentleman  to  define  the  char* 
acter  of  onr  Oongreea  under  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation. Was  that  a  mere  diplomatio  coun- 
cil— an  advising  power — a  convention  of  diplo- 
matista  met  to  negotiate,  but  not  to  deddet 
It  was  a  l^islative  hcAj,  acting  to  the  extent 
of  the  powers  conferred.  If  the  gentleman  will 
compare  the  treaties  by  which  the  Oongress  of 
Panama  iaeatablished  with  oor  Articles  of  Con- 


be  the  laat  resort  or  appeal  for  all  disputes  or 
differeaoes  now  subsisting,  or  that  may,  here- 
after, arise,  between  two  or  more  States,  conr 
ceming  iwondary,  imisdiction,  or  any  other 
eautt  whatever."  Was  any  direct  power  con- 
ferred, to  enforce  its  decisions}  Not  at  all. 
That  Congress  was  left,  as  the  Congress  of  Span- 
ish Amerioan  States  is  left,  to  the  obligaboni 
resting  on  each  of  the  confederate  States,  to 
abide  oy  the  deoinooe  of  a  tribunal  of  their  own 
creatioii,  and  to  the  known  conseqneiioes  of  con- 
tQmaoy.  Oar  Congress,  it  ia  true,  had  the  ex- 
press power  to  decicle  on  peace  or  war.  Bnt 
was  it  clothed  with  the  means  of  aastAiuing  their 
deeirioD  I  Was  it  not  wholly  dependent  on  the 
voluntary  contribntions  of  the  States  I  The 
gentleman  also  refers  to  the  stipulation  con- 
tained in  the  treaties,  secnring  "  '       ' 


laws,  and  to  the  establishment  and  form  of  their 
respective  Governments,"  Ac.,  dw.  By  advert- 
ing to  the  Articles  of  oar  Confederation,  he  will 
again  find  a  stipulation  "  that  each  State  should 
retain  its  sovereignty,  freedom  and  independ- 
ence, and  every  power,  Jurisdiction  and  nght," 
which  waanotexpressly  delegated  to  the  United 
States,  Bat,  if  he  be  correct  In  supposing  thid 
this  Oongreea  Will  he  a  mere  diplomatic  meet- 
ing, for  the  parpoee  of  negotiating  treaties  in 
the  nsnal  form,  and  without  power  to  bind  any 
State,  exeept  iy  itt  own  eontent,  whence  the  ne- 
oeasity  of  this  reservation  I  Does  he  not  per- 
ceive that  the  very  &ot  of  inserting  the  excep- 
tion, on  whioh  he  so  confidently  relies,  over- 
throws  the  argmnent  he  attempts  to  sastaiu  by 
itt  It  can  require  no  argument  or  elnoidation 
to  eetabliah  the  permaueut  cliaraot«r  of  the  Con- 
greas;  it  has  no  limitation  as  to  time  in  the 
treaties.  It  is  to  be  the  Congress  of  the  con- 
federation, and  of  course  to  last  as  long  as  the 
confederatioa  endares.  Such  is  the  necessaiy 
reanlC;  and  that  such  is  the  design  of  its  found- 
ers, appears  from  the  provision  autboriziag  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  by  the  vote 
of  a  m^ority,  Mmer  the  casualties  of  war  or 
any  other  cause,  may  render  it  advisable  to  do 
ao.    There  is  no  ezprese  stipnlati<m  aatoths 
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manner  of  actinR  ti7  the  OongreM.  Our  Got- 
emment  roqaired  inforcoatioD  upon  this  point, 
and  afterwards,  aa  I  have  abead;  stated,  con- 
sented to  act  witbont  it,  Bnt  that  ita  decisioOB 
are  to  be  goTemed  bj  a  m^oritj,  reenlta  from 
the  propriety  of  that  courw,  from  the  eqnali' 
of  representation,  &om  the  proTinon  that  bqi 
ahaU  be  the  case  in  relation  to  tiie  place  of 
mwtiiig,  and  the  abseno«  of  107-  other  provi- 
^on  in  regard  to  the  other  oonoems  of  the  Ckm- 
greaa.  This  view  of  the  sabject  is  ooofiriDed  b^ 
the  letter  from  the  Government  Oonnu]  of  Pem, 
to  the  Government  of  Boenos  Ajtw,  of  the  2d 
of  Ua7  last,  nrging  a  union  in  the  arraogemeots 
of  the  Oon«resa,  in  which,  after  stating  that,  if 
the  world  had  to  eleet  a  <Wi(aJ^  "  the  Xsthmas 
of  Panama  would  bepcnntedoDt  forthat  angnat 
destiny,  placed  as  it  is  in  the  centre  of  the  globe, 
looking  on  the  one  side  to  Ana,  and  on  the 
other  to  Africa  and  Eqrope  ;  that  the  Isthmns 
had  been  offered  for  that  pvrpo§e  hj  the  Re- 
pnblic  of  Oolombia;  that  it  was  at  an  equal 
distanoe  from  both  eitreinities,  and  on  that  ac- 
ootmt,  might  serve  as  a  proviaional  place  for  the 
jint  Assembly  of  the  Oonfederatea  r' it  ia  added, 
that,  "  in  the  first  conference  between  the  Plen- 
ipotentiaries, the  retidenet  of  the  Amemblj/,  and 
ita  poteertj  may  be  settled  in  a  solemn  manner, 
bj  (Aa  majority,  after  which  eTery  thing  will  be 
arranged  to  oar  satiabctioi)." 

Such,  in  myjndgment,  is  a  correct  view  of  the 
first  great  question  arinng  on  the  nibject  of  the 
Fantmia  mission.  I  will  now  ask  the  attentaon 
of  the  Senate  to  the  next  branch  of  the  subject, 
viz:  THi  ntrsDiEaa  to  bx  TK^RBi.<Tm>  at  the 
Congrees,  and  particularly  that  portion  of  it  in 
which  wo  have  been  inTited  to  paxtieipMe. 
Unless  I  greatly  deceive  myself  the  difflcnitiea 
will  be  found  to  multiply  as  we  proceed  in  the 
discnanon  of  the  matters  proposed  to  be  acted 
npon,  eo  far  as  the  United  States  are  concerned, 
There  are  those,  which,  in  the  view  of  the 
Bpaniah  American  States,  as  well  as  of  onr 
own  OoTemment,  are  of  primary  importiiiioe; 
and  others  of  &  secondary  character,  which  al- 
though they  wonld  not  hare  ftirniahed  adequate 
inducement  for  the  invitation  or  acceptance,  are 
still  deemed  worthy  of  consideration  if  our  Min- 
isters attend.  OJ"  the  former.,  ttiputatumt  on 
our  part  to  make  common  eaute  with  tht  ^pon- 
ith  Ameritan  StaUi,  in  the  want  <{f  any  Euro- 
pean ptneer  attUting  J^in  to  re-ettailitA  h«r 
dominimi  in  Spaniih  AmerUsa,  and  raUtanea  to 
.European  CoUmieatwn  on  thia  Mntimmt,  stand 
in  the  front  ground.  Bnt  for  these  the  united 
States  wonld  never  have  been  invited  to  send  a 
Bepreaentfttive  to  the  Gongreaa  of  PauamB.  But 
for  tiiese  the  presence  or  onr  depnties  wonld 
cause  embeirasBment,  in8t«ad  of  affording  facil- 
ities to  the  confederate  Btates.  Never,  in  the 
course  of  the  little  experience  which  it  has  been 
my  good  or  ill  fortune  to  have  had  in  pablic  af- 
&irs,  have  I  been  more  thoroogbly  disappointed 
•a  to  the  probable  course  of  discussion  ^on  any 
point,  than  I  have  been  upon  tbisi  That  our 
Uiuistera,  or  Commieuonera,  or  d^ratiea,  or 


that  the  United  States  npon  the  happening  a 
the  eatui  /ad^rit,  the  int«rfbrenc«  of  any  of  the 
powera  of  Europe  in  the  stmggle  between  Spain 
and  her  revolted  Colonies,  shall  make  common 
cause  with  the  latter  in  repelling  aucb  interfer- 
ence ;  and,  secondly,  that  we  shtdl  resist,  either 
jointi^  or  separately,  all  attempts  on  the  part  of 
any  Earopean  power  to  establish  new  colonies  in 
this  hemisphere,  are  matters  so  precisely  enu- 
merated, and  so  dearly  concnrred  in  by  aH  par- 
ties,  that  I  did  not  iina^e  either  the  views  of 
our  Govonment,  or  those  of  the  Spanish  Amer- 
ican States,  b  r«nrd  to  them,  could  be  misun- 
derstood by  any  honorable  gentieman.  Jodgs 
then  of  my  surprise,  to  hear  it  denied  from  ul 
quarters  that  such  views  are  entertained  by  the 
Esooutdve— to  hear  it  announced  that  if  there 
were  grounds  to  believe  that  any  such  agree- 
ment  was  contemplated,  there  would  be  pinfect 
unanimity  in  the  Senate  in  checking  in  its  birth, 
a  deeign  so  adverse  to  the  interests  of  this  conn- 
try.  A  state  of  things  bo  unexpected,  necema- 
rily  changes  the  coarse  of  discussion  from  an 
attempt  to  prove  the  impolicy  of  the  contem- 
plated measure,  to  the  establishment  of  Uie  po- 
sition that  BQch,  in  reality,  are  the  views  of  the 
Executive.  From  the  year  1818  to  1823,  a  sort 
of  rivalsbip  e^sted  in  this  country  between  the 
President,  (Ur,  Uohbob,)  and  a  gvoH  opposition 
to  bis  admmistration,  on  the  subject  of  Spanish 
American  affisirs.  Cta  the  one  hand,  the  bold- 
eet  steps  were  taken  to  impel  the  administration 
to  tlie  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Span- 
ish America,  accompanied  by  unreserved  oea' 
sores  on  the  imputed  reluctance  and  timidity  of 
the  Government.  This  spirit  waa  comb^ed  <Ht 
the  nart  of  the  administration,  by  ascribing  th^ 
oonanot  to  a  prudent  and  circumspect  policy, 
designed  to  effect  the  greatest  good  with  the 
least  possible  hasard.  Time  will  not  permit 
the  enumeratioa  of  the  various  acts  of  the  oon- 
tending  parties  on  the  political  arena  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter  r  sufBco  it  to  say,  that  in 
1823,  Ur.  UoHBOB  determined  to  crown  the 
measures  of  the  Government  npon  this  sobjeo^ 
by  adapting  a  course  in  relation  to  it,  whidi, 
while  it  rendered  efficient  service  to  the  Span- 
ish American  cause,  could  not  fail  to  secore  to 
his  administration  the  reputation  of  being  ita 
^eatest  patron.  In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  h^ 
m  his  mesBBge  of  December,  1823,  among  othei 
things,  said — "  We  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor, 
and  to  the  amicable  relations  subsisting  between 
the  United  States  and  those  powers,  [the  powers 
of  Europe,]  to  declare  that  we  shonld  consider 
any  att^pt  on  their  part  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere,  as  dan- 
^rous  to  oar  peace  and  safety.  With  the  exist- 
mg  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  European 
powers,  we  have  not  int«rfered,  and  shall  not 
mterfere.  But  with  the  Governments  who  have 
declared  their  independence,  and  maintained  i^ 
and  whose  independence  we  have  on  great  oai^ 
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rideration  and  jostprmoiptes  acknowledged,  we 

could  not  view  &aj  int«rpoffltioQ,  for  \iie  pur- 
pofle  of  oppreBsing  them,  or  controlling,  in  any 
tnanner,  their  desUnj,  by  any  European  power, 
in  any  otiier  light,  than  bs  the  manifestation  of  an 
unfriendly  diapotitioo  towards  the  United  Statea, 
in  the  war  between  those  new  GovemmentB 
ftnd  Spain.  We  declared  onr  neatrality  at  the 
time  of  their  recognition ;  and  to  this  we  have 
adhered,  and  ahail  contJnne  to  adhere,  provided 
DO  change  ahall  oconr,  which,  in  the  Judgment 
of  the  competent  anthorities  of  the  GovBrnment, 
shall  make  a  corresponding  change  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  indiBpensable  to  tlteir 
fleonrity."  And  f^uther,  in  the  diacnseion  with 
Bossia,  relative  to  the  Northwestern  coast  of 
this  continent,  the  occasion  was  embraced,  "for 


that  the  American  continents,  by  the  free  and 
independent  position  which  they  had  asanmed 
ftnd  maintained,  were  thenceforward  not  to  be 
considered  as  snbjeots  for  fotore  colonization  by 
any  Enropean  power." 

The  character  and  effect  which  has  been 
given,  or  attempted  to  be  given,  to  tbese  decla- 
rstiona,  is  foil  of  inatmotion  as  to  the  probable 
oonseqnences  of  similar  acts  at  this  day.  To 
My  h^  that  they  did  not  pledge  the  United 
Btatee  to  any  course,  would  be  snperflnonB. 
There  are  few  who  require  to  be  informed  that 
no  declaration  of  tlie  £zeentive  could  have  that 
effect  But  he  had  no  such  intention.  He  as- 
aerted  Qt  yon  please)  correct  principles,  but  left 
ua  at  liber^  to  act,  or  not,  in  enforcing  them,  as 
oar  interest  or  onr  policy  might  at  the  moment 
require :  a  question  to  l>e  decided,  like  all  aim- 
Uar  questions,  by  determining  whether,  under 
all  oircametances,  it  will  best  promote  tjie  hon- 
or and  interest  of  the  country  to  act  or  stand 
BtUL  But  how  strsjigely  have  these  declaradouB 
been  distorted,  not  only  by  others,  but  our  pub- 
lic f^ctJonaries  themselves.  In  a  letter  from  the 
Becretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Repnblic  of 


it  of  the  Repnblic  of  Peru  to  the  propositions 
of  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  American  Btatee 
at  Panama,  and  requesting  the  concurrence  of 
the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  it  is  stated, 
Uiat  among  the  objects  of  the  Congress  will  be 
to  take  into  coDsideration  the  means  to  give 
effect  to  the  declaration  of  the  President  of  the 
ITnited  States  of  America,  in  his  message  to  the 
Congress  last  year,  concerning  the  means  to 
|»roetrate  any  ulterior  design  of  colonization  upon 
tiu»  continent,  by  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  re- 
nat  all  interference  in  our  domestic  concerns." 
In  the  letter  of  invitation  from  the  Mexican 
ICnister,  Ur.  Obregon,  of  the  asth  of  November 
last,  he  says,  the  "  Oovemmeut  of  the  subeoriber 
never  supposed  nor  desired  that  the  United 
Btatea  woiud  take  part  in  the  Oongress  abont 
to  be  held,  in  other  matters,  than  those  which, 
fh>m  (Mr  twlure  and  impoitsnce,  the  late  ad- 
uiiu«tntion  powted  out  as  being  of  gtneral  i»- 


tarat  to  iKt  eontvTient;  for  which  nagon^  one  of 
tbesntijects  which  will  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  Oongress,  will  be  the  retittanee  or  oppotitwn 
to  the  vait/rfereRct  of  any  TieutTol  nation  in  tht 
gvaUon  and  var  of  indeprnidnux  hetviemt  the 
nta  poteen  of  the  continent  and  Spain.  The 
Government  of  the  undersigned  apprehends 
that^  as  the  powers  of  Amenca,  are  of  aeeori 
as  to  resistance,  it  behooves  them  to  discuss  the 
meant  of  giving  to  that  resistaiice,  all  possible 
force,  that  the  evil  may  be  met  if  it  cannot  be 
avoided ;  and  the  only  means  of  accomplishing 
this  object  is  by  a  previous  amctrt  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  each  of  them  shall  lend  its  co- 
operation," &a. 

"The  opposition  to  colonization  is  in  the  like 
predicament  with  the  foregoing."* 

Having  thna  specified  the  objects  of  delibera- 
tion, be  invites  our  Government  to  send  "  £«pre- 
tentatitet "  to  the  Oongress  of  Panama,  with  as- 
thoritiee  as  aforeetud,  and  with  eaprat  inttrvo- 
tioTU  upon  the  two  prineipal  queiivim, 

l£r.  Selaiar,  the  Colombian  Uinister,  in  hii 
letter  of  invitation  of  the  2d  November  last 
thus  expresses  himself  upon  the  topics  referred 
to :  "  The  manner  in  which  all  colonization  of 
Enropean  powers  on  the  American  continent, 
shall  be  reeisted,  and  their  interferenee  in  the 
preient  eontett  between  Spain  and  her  fcrmer  eol- 
ojwt prevented,  are  other  points  of  great  interest. 
Were  it  proper,  an  eventual  alliance^  in  case 
these  events  dionld  occur,  which  is  within  the 
range  of  possibilities,  and  the  treaty,  of  which 
no  use  should  be  made  until  the  eatut  Jbederii 
should  happen,  to  remain  secret;  or,  if  this 
sbonla  seem  premature,  a  eontention  m  antiei- 
pated  would  be  different  means  to  secure  the 
same  end,  of  preventing  foreign  influence. 
This  is  a  matter  of  immediate  utility  to  the 
American  States  that  are  at  war  with  Spain,  and 
is  in  accordance  with  the  repeated  declaratioua 
of  the  GaMnet  of  Waehington." 

Mr.  Oanas,  Uie  Minister  of  the  Bepnblio  of 
Central  America  says,  that,  "  as  Europe  baa 
formed  a  Continental  tyttmn,  and  held  a  Oon- 
gress whenever  questions  affecting  its  interest! 
were  to  be  discussed,  America  ^ould  have  a 
system  for  itself  and  assemble  by  ittBmreeeat- 
atitet  in  Cortet,  when  circumstances  of  neces- 
sity and  great  importance  should  demand  it. 

The  views  entert^ed  by  those  Governments 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  United  States  in  rela- 
tion to  its  obligation  to  resist  any  attempts  on 
the  part  of  Europe  upon  the  two  subjects  re- 
ferred to,  ^tpeare  still  more  clearly  n^m  the 
fact  stated  by  our  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  CIb.j,) 
that  when  in  the  course  of  last  summer,  an  m- 
vaaion  of  the  island  of  Cuba  was  apprehended, 
from  the  appearaaoa  of  a  French  fieet  in  our 


*  "  U«t  of  th«  Bfr  Amtrlcui  Eapobllfli  lim  dodmd 
their  «ntl»  u»mt  to  th«m,  bdiI  Ibtj  Bov  propoM,  udou 
tbe  lobiKU  of  sauulutJaii  >t  pEunu,  (d  Uk/lnta  muiitd: 
ontlon  the  meuu  of  nuking  ethctnil  the  UMrtloii  at  tbiU 

Knclple,  (mlitanM  ts  Enropua  CDlnDlution,)  at  mtU  at 
mMM  0/  rwUHiiff  tnUrfiratta  Jnm  abroaA  mitt  At 
denHfMo  witHiiu  «/  tK»  AmtHear^  6i>ttrnmtnL'—Pi^' 
Otnt'i  Khmc*  Is  Uu  Bobh  of  BepnisnlaUTM. 
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walera,  we  were  promptly  called  on,  by  the 
GoyeninieDt  of  Mexico,  to  fulfil  the  aUeged 
pUdne  of  Ut.  Monbob,  in  his  message  of  Decem- 
ber, 1S2S.  Buch  are  the  views  and  ei^ectA- 
tions  of  the  Spanish  AmericsD  Btatea,  in  mvit- 
{qv  OS  to  the  Congress  of  FftuaiDa. 

Permit  ma  now  to  show  how  flkr  these  ex- 
travagant pretensions  have  been  eDcooraged, 
oountenanced,  and  recognized  by  onr  own  G<ot- 
ornment.  I  confess,  sir,  that  I  approach  Ibis 
part  of  Ibe  Bnbject  with  regret  ana  disappoint- 
ment If  I  know  my  heart,  it  harbors  no  incli- 
nation to  view  either  this  or  any  measnre  of  the 
QoTonmieat,  with  any  otlier  fMlings  than  those 
of  liberality  end  indulgence.  But  if  tliere  be 
here  no  oaose  for  censore,  I  am  mider  the  in- 
fluence of  the  groseest  delnmon. 

Ur.  PreMdent :  Consider  for  a  mtmient,  the 
entire  coincidence  between  the  language  ex- 
pressed abroad  by  Mr.  Foiiisett,  our  Minister, 
and  at  borne,  by  Ifr.  Clay,  the  responsible  or- 
gan of  the  GoTemment,  and  if  yon  do  not 
concur  with  me  in  thinking  It  amounts  to  a  re- 
cognitioa  of  the  pledge  on  tbe  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  the  charaeter  clMmed  by  tbe  Span- 
ish Americeu  States,  and  an  avowal  of  our  read- 
iness to  redeem  it,  I  will  dereafter  distmst  the 
clearest  dednotiona  of  my  understanding.  Had 
the  opinion  of  the  Executive  been  diSbrent,  the 
lan^age  of  our  Government,  instead  of  d»- 
clormg  what  we  would  have  done,  "  had  t^e 
contingency  happened,"  would  have  been,  what 
it  ought  to  have  been,  an  expLcit  disavowal 
ot  all  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
to  take  any  other  part  in  any  state  of  things,  than 
that  which  the  mteresla  of  the  country  "might 
be  supposed  to  require.  But  if  a  doubt  conid 
exist  as  to  the  views  of  the  Executive,  it  wonld 
bedispelled  by  a  reference  to  the  invitations  and 
letters  of  acceptance,  especially  when  connected 
with  the  subjects  referred  to.  In  the  letters  of 
invitation,  the  Helicon  and  Colombian  Uinis- 
ters  specify  the  subjects  which,  in  their  view, 
are  of  "  gentml  mterett  to  ikt  Continent,"  viz : 
resistance  to  European  interference — snd  colo- 
nization, and  request  that  our  Ministers  shonld 
have  express  instructions  upon  these  two  "  prin- 
dpal  qaeationa."  Our  Government,  wiUiont 
questioning  the  specification  thns  given  at  tbeir 
^stance,  in  the  letters  of  acceptance,  say,  tlieir 
CommiuUmert  to  tht  Congreu  of  Panama  will 
be  fully  empowered  upon  all  questions  likely  to 
arise  in  the  Congress,  on  subjects  in  which  the 
nations  of  America  have  a  common  interesL 
What  those  subjects  are,  had  been  stated  by  the 
parties  inviting,  with  eioreaa  reference  to  onr 
explanations,  and  uneqmvocally  assented  to  by 
us.  The  President  in  his  message  communi- 
cating the  nominations,  leaves  the  sulgject  of 
European  interference  in  the  struggle  between 
Spain  and  her  former  colonies,  to  the  oorre- 
^ndence  between  the  Secretaiy  of  State  and 
uie  inviting  Oovemments  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred ;  but  on  the  subject  of  colonizstion  he 
contemplates  an  agreement  between  all  the  par- 
ties represented  at  |L«  meeting,  "  that  each  will 


guard,  fay  its  own  means,  against  tlie  est«bliab- 
ment  of  any  fbture  European  Colonies  within 
its  borders."  K  these  two  promitient  points 
were  not  intended,  by  our  Gov^nment,  to  be 
tlie  enl^eets  on  which  stipnlations  were  to  be 
entered  into  at  the  Caiignm,  what  was  meant 
by  the  Preddent,  in  hia  deolarati<m  to  the  3Gn- 
iatert  of  Uexioo,  and  Colombia,  Itiat,  in  lue 
opinion,  "  snch  a  Ooncreas  might  be  hi^y  m^ 
ful  in  settling  eevenu  important  qnestionB  ot 
public  law,  and  in  arrangm^  other  matters  of 
dttjj  inl«re*t  tc  tA«  Amenean  ContvuiUf" 
And  if  it  be,  indeed,  tme,  that  the  propoeed 
misvon  is  designed  to  be  no  more  than  a  mat- 
ter of  compliment  to  our  sister  Repnblioa,  with- 
out subjecting  the  rights  or  duties  of  the  United 
Statee  to  the  dedsion  of  that  Congress,  then 
why  the  aolioitiide  on  the  part  of  onr  Govern- 
ment, to  adjust,  pNTionsly,  the  powers  to  be 
given  to  the  deputies,  and  the  mode  of  its  or- 
ganization and  action  t  But  I  forbear  to^  mul- 
tiply proo&  upon  this  point  Had  i^not  been 
for  the  strong  manifestation  of  unwilliugnessi 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  entor  into  any 
snch  agreement  I  Bm  strongly  inclined  to  thi^ 
no  qneetion  woold  have  been  made  respecting 
it  With  these  Governments  above  all  othet^ 
it  is  both  our  duty  and  policy  to  observe  the 
most  scnipolonB  sincerity  and  good  &ith.  With 
them,  at  least,  we  ought  not  to  encourage  ex- 
pectations not  iiit«nded  to  be  realized — a  comM 
alike  reprehensible  in  principle,  and  minons  in  its 
effects.  It  is,  then,  the  design  of  the  Executive 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  at  the  Congrees,  (it 
is  not  material  for  the  present  in  wh^  fomj 
that  if  the  powers  of  Europe  make  omnmcu 
cause  with  Spain,  or  otherwise  attempt  the  sab- 
jagation  of  Spanish  America,  we  shall  miits 
with  tbe  latter,  and  contribute  our  prc^)ortioa 
to  the  means  necessary  to  make  redstance  ^^ 
tual ;  and  ftirther,  that  we  shall  bind  onrselvei^ 
at  that  Congress,  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
we  shall  resist  any  attempts,  by  the  Ennqvean 
powers,  to  colonize  any  portion  of  this  conti- 
nent The  design  has  been  fiilly,  frankly,  and 
expllcltiy  stated  to  the  Spanish  American  States, 
and  to  us.  Is  the  Senate  of  tiie  United  States 
willing  to  sanction  a  measore  of  that  descrip- 
tion? I  care  not  for  the  present  whether  it  be 
by  trealy  or  by  aot,  decree,  or  ordinance  of  the 
Ojngress.  "Will  you,  in  sny  shape  or  form,  pre- 
liminary, or  final,' pve  to  it  your  sancticn! 
Upon  this  subject,  at  least,  we  have  had 
"  thoughts  that  breathe."  In  the  confidence 
that  I  do  not  misunderstand  them,  I  will  vtn- 
toie  to  affirm  that  there  is  not  a  member  cm 
this  floor,  who  will  avow  bis  wiltingneefi  to  en- 
ter into  such  a  stipulation.  If  mirtaken.  j  de- 
sire  to  be  corrected.  No~I  am  not  What- 
ever may  be  hia  views,  no  one,  within  these 
wslls,  is  yet  prepared  to  (^ve  his  sanction  to 
snch  a  meaaore — a  measnre  by  which  the  peace 
of  the  country  is  to  be  expoeed  to  a  oontingeney 
beyond  the  control  of  oor  Government— by 
which  the  grest  question  of  peace  or  war  will 
be  taken  from  the  B^reeentativet  of  the  pe^ 
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ale — hy  which,  instead  of  cot^ning  that  free- 
lom  of  action  vhich  we  now  poweoa,  we  Hhall 
bind  ooTselTes,  in  a  oertoin  event,  to  pnrsoe  a 
Mrt«Q  conrae,  whatever  those,  to  vnoio  the 
Gtovanunent  of  the  coonby  maj  then  have  been 
sommittied,  ahall  think  the  honor  or  interest  of 
(he  oonntrj  may  reqaire — hj  which,  in  the  Ian- 
joage  of  the  Father  of  bis  Oonntiy,  we  "  shal^ 
jnit  onr  own  to  stand  on  foreign  ground."  No , 
—thank  Heaven— ft  polio^  so  oppoute  to  aU 
Jie  feeling  of  the  Amerioan  people ;  eo  ad- 
rersa,  as  I  finolj  believe  it  to  be,  to  ita  tme  in- 
Mreets,  baa  no  frienda,  at  least  no  advocate  on 
■ilia  floor.  If^  br  anj  act  of  onr^  we  oontribnte 
10  ita  adoption,  it  will  be,  (and  I  derive  infinite 
■atialkction  from  the  conviction,)  through  a 
nistaken  belief  tliat  &e  measore  of  which  I 
^tCAk  ia  not  contemplated  bj  the  Executive. 

I  will  DOW,  Ur.  President,  osU  the  attention  of 
:be  Senate  to  another  view  of  this  aalyeot,  to  a 

iDestioQ  of  the  gravest  cbaraoter,  and  moat 
eeplj  aSsctiDK  the  deareet  interests  of  the 
xKintry — a  qneetion  gcowing  ont  of  oonodera- 
jons  which  nave  heretofore  oconpied  the  beet 
ninda,  and  interested  the  purest  hearts  our 
x>Dntr7  has  prodaced:  "Would  n  sa  wibb'ih 
1  pouoT  epos  TB» 


Jtatbs!"  The  Preudent  has  a^d,  tliat,"to 
'orm  allianoee,"  ia  not  among  the  motives  oi  onr 
ittendance  at  tbe  Coogreee.  Bnt  what  deacrip- 
ion  of  aUiaace  does  he  mean!  They  are  of 
raiions  kinds,  and  of  different  extent.  We  ftr«L 
It  tliat  Coogran.  to  stipnlate  in  some  form,  (and 
L  care  not  m  wbtU,)  that  we  will  resist  any  et- 
«mpt  at  oolonization,  by  the  powers  of  Unrope, 
n  tUa  hemisphere,  (or  within  onr  own  bordera 
f  jou  please,)  and  that,  in  the  event  of  any  in- 
«rfbrenoe  on  their  part,  in  the  straggle  between 
{pain  and  the  Spanish  American  6l«tes,  we  will 
aake  common  canae  with  the  latter  in  resisting 
t.  To  this  end  we  have  been  invited,  and  upon 
bcae  points  we  have  promised  that  oar  Uinis- 
ers  sliall  have  JUU  pousert.  We  moat  do  this, 
ir  the  whole  i&air  t>ecomee  empty  pageantry ; 
rliioli,  thoogh  it  may  be  the  offipring  of  person- 
1  amutioD,  will  assoredly  terminate  in  ostaonal 
lisgrsce.  Call  it  aa  "  aliiance, "  or  whatever 
laxae  you  please,  it  is  a  political  cojmtction,  at 
rar  with  the  established  policy  of  oor  Govem- 
oesL  And  is  this  a  light  matter !  Sir,  when 
t  is  propoeed  to  sobvert  a  fundamental  prindple 
a  onr  foreign  policy,  in  the  support  of  which  we 
taad  AiOKK  among  ell  the  nations  of  the  earth — 
rbioti,  oommendng  with  oor  Qoveniment,  is  en- 
ieatrea  to  the  people,  and  npon  whoee  deep 
Qundations  has  been  ereoted  the  magnificent 
aperatractore  of  aaeqoalled  national  prosperity 
—it  anrely  becomes  those  iotruBted  wiUi  the 
ouiagement  itf  afikir^  to  pause,  and  weigh,  with 
cmpnlons  exactness,  the  importance  of  Uie  step. 
In  the  diaoossion  of  this  sobject,  I  shall  firat 
onsider  the  general  prindple ;  then  the  gronnds 
•f  the  distintSion  attempted  to  be  made  betweoa 
U  application  to  the  Spanish  American  Sutea, 
md  to  those  (f  Enrope.    At  this  moment  the 


United  States  (thanka  to  the  wisdom  of  thdi 
early  ooonselsl)  are  nnfettered.  No  Qovem- 
ment  has  a  rif^t  to  dMnand  oar  aid  or  inter- 
ference in  any  of  the  changes  In  the  condition 
of  the  world— eome  what  may,  we  ere  now  qq< 
embarrassed  in  onr  choice.  Until  lately,  I  had 
flattered  myaelf  that  the  achnowledged  obliga* 
tien  on  the  part  of  onr  Government  to  mfuntain 
tltat  condition,  was  as  firmly  fixed  as  ita  Repnb- 
lioan  character.  I  bod  the  best  reaaon  to  think 
ao,  becanse  I  knew  it  to  l>e  a  principle  in  onr 
pnblio  poboy,  wliioh  liod  for  ita  support  all  that 
IS  instructive  in  experience,  all  that  is  venerable 
in  antbority.  That  authority  is  no  less  tlian 
the  partingadmonitions  of  tiia  Father  of  hia 
Country.  The  earnest,  eloquent,  and  iiapreesivB 
appeala  upon  tUe  subject,  contsined  in  his  Fare- 
well Address,  are  je^  and  wHl,  I  trust,  long  r»- 
mun,  fresh  in  our  rectdleetiona;  nor  were  the 
sentimeota  he  thna  avowed  mere  qteoulativa 
opiniona,  founded  upon  an  absbaot  oonsldersticai 
of  the  sabjeot.  Nol  they  were  sentiments  ai»- 
tnred  by  reflection,  and  confirmed  by  actual  ex- 
perience of  the  proctdoal  resnlta  which  had  orisoi 
from  a  connection  of  the  cbaraoter  he  so  ardently 
and  so  jually  deprecated.  A  reference  to  the 
history  of  Uiat  period  will  illustrate  the  fao^ 
and  is  replete  with  ingtmction.  During  the 
war  of  our  Revolaticm,  we  entered  into  an  alli- 
anoe  with  France,  "  the  essential  and  direct  end 
of  which  was,  to  maintain  effectually  the  liberty, 
sovereignty,  and  independence,  of  the  United 
States,  absolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters 
of  KOTeniment  aa  of  oommeroe."  By  the  treaty 
of  ulianoe,  we,  in  consideration  of  the  guarantee 
by  France  of  the  &«edom  and  independence  ot 
the  United  States,  undertook,  on  our  part,  to 
guarantee  to  France  the  possessiou  she  then  had 
in  America.  Tbe  revolution  in  France  involved 
tliat  country  in  war  with  the  principal  powers 
of  Europe.  Her  American  possessions  were 
brought  in  danger;  and,  among  other  tbing& 
claimed  under  the  treaty  of  alliance,  she  called 
npon  ns  for  the  fiUfilmeot  of  our  guarantee.  At 
no  period  of  our  historr  has  our  Qovemment 
l>een  plaoed  in  a  more  bumiliatiDg  and  emW- 
rassing  sitnatiMi.  The  signal  benefits  we  had 
received  from  Fnaoe  were  known  to  the  world, 
and  fully  ^preoiated  by  on#dt«zens.  Upon  the 
terms  en  the  compact  toere  could  be  no  oispnte. 
The  oonuderation  upon  which  we  had  entered 
into  it,  was  of  the  most  sacred  character.  But 
the  daiu;er  of  compliance  was  imminent,  and 
prevailed  over  every  other  consideration.  Be- 
poMug  itself  npon  the  great  priooiple  <^  te^f-pre- 
lenation—tt  principle  extending  itself  as  well 
to  nationa  as  Individnals — onr  Qovemment  re- 
fused to  comply  with  its  engageineat ;  and  Gen- 
eral Washington  issued  his  celebrated  proclama- 
tion of  nentrality.  The  grounds  reliad  upon  to 
juatify  tbe  step,  were,  that  onr  alliauce  was  a 
d^tTinve  one  oiuy ;  that  the  war,  on  tbe  port  of 
£>«noe,  waa  an  tffatntt  war,  in  which  we  were 
not  obliged, by  tuelaw  of  nstioos,  to  take  part: 
that  Uie  contest  was,  moreover,  so  nneqnal,  and 
oor  means  so  inadequate^  that,  i^on  the  priwiijiU 
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tf  Belf-preseiration,  we  were  Justified  in  ref  luiag 
to  take  part  with  oor  allj.  It  wai  not  ex- 
pected thnt  France  wonld  acqnince  In  the  va- 
lidity of  the  groandg  thns  taken.  Bbe  did  not. 
The  load  eolemQ  protMta  of  her  minist^ra  are 
remembered ;  as,  also,  the  measures  resorted  to, 
for  the  pnrpoM  of  obt^ning,  indireetl;,  some  of 
the  advantagee  cMmed  from  the  allianoe ;  soch 
uflttiDgoQtvesBels  of  war  In  onr  ports,  and  en- 
listing  oar  citizens  in  her  aerrioe.  England  re- 
monstrated, made  strong  impntationa  of  partial- 
ly against  oar  Govemmeot-— impntaljons  foond- 
H  (m  suspicions  growing  oat  of  the  known  con- 
nection between  as  and  Franoe— and  resorted  to 
Btmilar  means  to  annoy  her  etiemiea  and  oonunit 
onr  neutrality.  General  Washington  fonnd  it 
impcetnbla  to  satisfy  either  party  of  the  strict 
fmpartiaUty  that  governed  onr  condaot  The 
lesnlt  was  war.  in  fact,  with  France,  and  many 
Ctfthe  erila  of  war  with  England.  Bhe  enforced 
against  onr  oommeroe  new  and  m^ostifiable 
[Hrinciplee  of  public  law  on  the  snbject  of  block- 
ades and  articles  contraband  of  war.  The  saga- 
dons  mind  ofWashinKtoD,  and  the  great  men 
who  enjoyed  his  conMenoe,  traced  the  mnlti- 
pUed  embarraasmenta  of  the  oonntry  at  that  try- 


onr  neotrali^  would  have  been  comparatively 
eas7. 

Bat  I  cannot  consent  to  trMpsaa  long  apon 
the  time  of  the  Senate  in  pnahiog  the  discnssion 
of  this  point  farther,  although  varions  o(»isid- 


oonnectioQ  with  any  Enropean  power,  snoh  as 
now  dadgned  wiUi  the  Spanish  American 
States,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  that  the  maas- 
nre  wonld  not  meet  with  one  a^roving  voice 
— shall  I  say — on  this  floor!  No,  not  in  the 
oonntry.  Bat  it  has  t>een  aoppoaed  that  the 
tJnited  Statea  ought  to  porvae  a  different  policy 
in  respect  to  the  8tatea  in  this  hemisphere.  It& 
tame  Mr.  Mokbok,  in  his  message,  makes  a  dis- 
tinction of  this  character,  although  he  by  no 
means  carries  it  to  the  extent  proposed.  If  he 
did,  ell  that  the  distinction  oonld  derive  from 
that  cironnutance,  woold  be,  the  weight  of  his 
opinion,  always  con^derable,  bat  never  dedsive. 
The  qneetion  still  recors,  is  the  distinction  found- 
ed in  principle  and  policy}  If  it  be,  it  must 
arise  m»n  one  of  two  reasons:  dther  the 
ehameter  of  the  Gk)vemment8  of  the  Spanish 
American  States,  or  their  local  Htvation;  or, 
perhapa,  from  botb.  The  United  States  have 
fa^ed  the  emancipation  of  those  States  with 
satiobction ;  they  nave  onr  beet  wishes  for  the 
perpetaity  of  their  freedom.  Bo  tar  as  we  ooold 
go  to  aid  them  in  the  establishment  of  their 
md^pendenoe.  without  endangering  the  peace, 
or  embarrassing  the  relations  of  our  country, 
wehave  gone.  More  than  that  ought  not  to  be 
asked.  Nor  has  it.  Seonbte  of  the  embarrass- 
menta  which  their  invitation  might  produce, 
tfae^  declined  to  proffer  it  nntil  advised  that  we 
desued  to  reoeiva  it^    Next  to  being  rights  it  is 


important  to  Governments,  as  well  as  individn- 
als,  to  be  oooristenL  Has  the  character  at 
these  Oovemmenta  been  the  principle  ap<m 
which  we  have  faitberto  acted  in  relation  to 
those  States  t  It  has  not — Mexico  and  Braal 
were  the  last  to  shake  off  their  dependence  oa 
foreign  authority.  They  were  among  the  first 
whose  independence  we  acknowledged.  ]i(exi- 
co  was,  at  the  period  of  its  acknowledgment, 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Emperor  Itorbide, 
and  Brazil  of  its  Emperor,  Don  Pedro.  As  a 
special  compliment  to  the  Emperor  of  Hexico, 
we  sent,  or  rather  intended  to  send,  to  his 
Court,  one  of  the  moat  distinguished  men  of 
the  nation,  (General  Jackbon.)  At  the  Coort 
of  the  EmpOTor  Don  Pedro,  we  have  onr  JCni^ 
ter:  whilst  in  the  Republic  of  Pem — tlie  power 
with  which  the  fint  of  the  treallea,  in  viitne  of 
which  the  Gongrees  of  Panama  is  to  be  held, 
was  concluded — we  have  not  yet  been  represent- 
ed. Do  oar  principles  admit  that  we  should 
adopt  the  meaanre  proposed  with  snch  refei^ 
ence,  and  upon  sacb  grounds  ?  What  are  those 
principles  T  That  man  is  capable  of  self  govern- 
ment ;  that  the  people  of  every  country  should 
be  left  to  the  n-ee  selection  of  such  form  of 
government  as  thev  think  best  adapted  to  their 
sitnation,  and  to  change  it  as  their  interests,  in 
tb^  own  judgments,  may  seem  to  reqnir& 
Wherein  oonsists  our  olyections  to  the  Holy 
AUianoel  Because  they  confederate  to  main- 
tain governments  similar  to  their  own,  by  force 
of  arma,  instead  of  the  foroe  of  reason,  and  the 
will  of,tbe  governed.  K  we,  too,  confederate 
to  sustain,  by  the  same  means,  governments 
similar  to  our  own,  wherein  consists  the  differ- 
ence, except  the  superiority  of  oar  cause!  What 
is  tiieir  avowed  motive  I  Se\f-praenatioH  md 
tJu  pta66  of  Europe.  What  wonld  be  onis! 
Sel^prMerration  and  tht  peaet  of  Ameriea.  I 
wish  to  be  anderstood.  I  detest,  as  mncb  as 
any  man,  the  principles  of  the  Holy  Alliance, 
I  yield  to  no  man  in  my  anxious  wiabee  for  the 
success  of  the  Spanish  American  States.  I  wiH 
go  as  far  as  I  think  any  American  citizen  onght 
to  go,  to  secure  to  them  the  bleannge  of  tree 
government.  I  commend  the  solicitude  which 
has  been  manifested  by  our  Government  upon 
this  subject  and  have,  of  course^  no  denre  to 
disoODrage  tt  Bat  I  am  og^ost  all  alliances, 
BM^nst  all  armed  confederacies,  or  confederaeiea 
of  any  sort  I  care  not  how  spocions,  or  how 
disguised ;  come  in  what  shape  they  may,  I  op- 
pose them.  The  States  in  qnestion  have  tba 
power  and  the  means,  if  nuited  and  true  to  their 
prindplcB,  to  renat  any  force  that  Enropo  can 
send  agunst  them.  It  is  only  by  being  recreant 
to  the  prinoiplea  upon  which  theb^  B«voloticai 
is  founded ;  by  suffering  foreign  influence  to  dis- 
traot  and  divide  them ;  that  their  independence 
can  be  endangered.  But,  ht^pen  what  m^, 
our  course  should  be  left  to  onr  ctioio«s  whai- 
ever  occasion  for  acting  shall  occur.  I(  in  the 
course  of  events,  designs  shall  be  manifested,  or 
steps  taken  in  this  hemisphere  by  any  for^gn 
power,  which  so  &r  afftot  onr  interest  or  oar 
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honor,  u  to  make  it  neoessarj  that  we  should 
aim  in  their  defence,  it  wiil  be  done  :  there  ia 
no  room  to  doabt  it 

ICr,  HouizB,  of  Uaiue,  add:  two  gentlemen, 
of  transaendent  talents,  and  great  political  ez- 

r'ence,  have  adrocated  tlie  measure.  Wishing 
llshi  I  listened  to  them  with  intense  Inter- 
est; bat  t">  my  utter  disappointment^  they,  bo 
far  from  defining  the  character  and  objecta  of 
this  Congreas,  disagreed  aa  to  both.  With  one 
it  was  nut  belligerent,  becanae  it  was  utking 
nraca  by  arm*  and  managing  a  d^tiitm  war. 
With  tlie  other,  it  has  no  power  to  tonch  the 
politioal  condition  of  Onba— -the  principal  anb- 
j«ct  in  which  we  can  have  any  interest.  And 
yet  this  gentleman  would  send  Miniaters  to 
prnent  thtai  doing,  what,  be  sayiL  they  have 
no  power  to  do ;  just  as  the  President  would 
eend  them  \a  prevent  the  Bpanish  American 
nations  from  conceding  to  Spain  any  commer- 
cial privileges,  as  the  price  of  their  independ- 
ence, when,  by  tbeir  treatiee  before  na,  they 
bAve  Jointly,  and  severally,  and  solemnly,  etipa- 
lat«d  that  they  will  make  m>  mch  e«nee»tieni. 

The  proposition  is  to  send  depnties  of  aonte 
oharacter  to  a  Congreaa  at  Panama.  The  qnes- 
tions  I  shall  pnt,  and  in  which  I  have  in  anb- 
stance  been  preceded  by  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Oarolina,  (Ur.  Hatnb,}  are  theae :  What 
i(  this  Congress  f  What  are  its  objecta  and  pow- 
ers! Have  we  any  coincident  objects  and  powers 
which  render  a  mission  fMtMMry  and  pTvpgr  t 
In  ^ese  questions  is  involved  the  whole  inqnlry ; 
they  embrace  the  whole  aabiect,  and  yet  they 
have  been  deemed  bnt  "  prelmimary  points." 

Instead  of  recnrring  to  the  opiDion  of  the 
President,  or  of  the  Bpauiah  American  Minis- 
ters, it  is  safest  to  go  to  the  foondation,  the  eon- 
ttitulion  of  this  Congress.  Whatever  we  might 
snppoee  or  their  miniBt«rs  might  imagine^  it  is 
very  certun  that  the  Depnties  there  most  be 
liioited  in  the  eiercise  of  their  powers  to  the 
compacts  which  gave  birth  to  the  Oongress. 
Wo  have  before  ns  fonr  treaties,  in  all  which 
the  Bepnblio  of  Colombia  is  a  party :  one  of 
the  6th  Jnly,  1823,  with  Fern;  one  of  the  lath 
Jnlj,  1829,  with  Chili;  another  of  the  IBtb 
Haroh  last,  with  Qaotemala ;  and  the  other  of 
20tb  September  following,  with  Mexico.  They 
are  termed  "  compacts  of  perpetnd  union, 
leagne,  and  Confederation."  Id  some  respecta 
thej  differ  from  each  other.  In  that  with  Pern, 
the  gia>ta  or  contingent  of  troops  for  mntnal  de- 
fbnoe  ia  atipolated,  and  they  are  to  "  nmJTitain  in 
common  the  cause  of  independence."  In  cme, 
thaj  are  to  "  identiiy  their  principlea  in  peace 
and  in  war;"  and  in  another,  their  agreement  is 
againat  "  wbatever  may  menace  tbe  aecnrity  of 
their  independence  and  liberty,  affect  their  inter- 
ests, and  distnrb  their  peace ; "  and  tiiey  nnite  in 
whatever  will  "  assnre  the  mntnal  prosperity, 
harmony,  and  good  intelligence,"  with  each 
other ;  and  there  is  in  some  a  provision  in  re- 
gard to  bonndaries.  Excepting  theae  discrep- 
aocies  tbey  ooncar.  Their  compacts  are  per- 
petttal—tiMj  are  offensive  and  defensive ;  each 
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may  repel  an  invasion  of  the  other,  obseryiug 
the  laws  of  tbe  invaded  territory ;  insnrreotions 
are  to  be  mntnally  sappressed ;  privileges  and 
immunities  of  commerce  and  citizenahip  are  to 
be  eqnol,  and  State  sovereignty  is  seom^; 
indemni^  to  Spain  ae  the  price  of  independ- 
ence, and  a  separate  peaoe,  are  prohibited,  and 
the  Confederation  is  limited  to  tbe  Amerioan 
nations  "formerly  Spanish." 

To  secxire  these  objects,  a  Congrett  is  tnsti- 
tnfed,  to  connst  of  two  Bepnties  from  each  of 
the  parties,  with  certain  delated  and  defined 
powers ;  to  ordun  and  establish  the  proportlcm 
or  contingent  to  be  flu-nished  for  the  common 
defence ;  to  be  a  conncil  on  great  occasions  or 
in  great  conflicts ;  to  form  a  rallying  point  In 
case  of  danger  j  to  be  an  interpreter  of  treaties, 
to  act  as  nmpires  in  case  of  disputes,  and  to 
establish  intimate  relations  between  the  par- 
ties. Now,  air,  whether  theae  grants  confer 
Legislative,  Ezecntive,  Judicial,  or  Biplomatio 
powers,  any,  or  all,  it  ia  certain  that  tlua  Congress 
is  made  as  perpeUtal  as  any  Government  ean  be 
made.  Its  model  ia  onr  articles  of  confederv 
tion  of  1778 ;  and  tbe  slightest  comparison  will 
convince  any  one  that  this  was  the  identical  in- 
strument from  which  this  Congress  was  consti- 
tuted. Theyhave,  as  near  as  possible,  taken 
the  wort!*.  Theirs  are  compacts  of  "  perpetual 
anion,  league,  and  confederation;"  ours,  "ar- 
ticlea  of  Confederation  and  perpetnal  onion ;  " 
but,  by  recurring  to  the  third  article,  yon  will 
aee  ours  are  called  "  a  firm  Uagve  of  friendahip  " 
— each,  then,  is  perpetual,  both  secure  State 
sovereignty,  provide  eqnal  privileges  and  im- 
inunitiea  of  commerce  and  citizen&ip,  fix  the 
quota  or  continsent  for  the  common  defeno^ 
are  offensive  and  defensive,  umpires  in  case  of 
diffwenoes,  proiiibit  a  separate  peace,  and  ea- 
lablish  the  mle  by  which  new  partiaa  are  to  be 
admitted  into  the  league. 

It  is  but  poor  consolation  to  be  answered  tiiat 
nothing  definitive  can  be  done  there^  and  trea- 
ties made  cannot  become  the  supreme  law  of  tbe 
land,  until  ratified  1^  tbe  Prendent  and  Senate. 
How  many  qnestiona  m^  be  determined  by  ne- 
gotiation whioh  tbe  House  of  Repreeentali  vea  can 
never  reach  I — where  no  ^^ropriatton  is  neces- 
sary t    Find  a  nation  whose  views  of  le^slati<m 


modified  by  the  Preeident  and  Senate,  in  smte 
of  Oonmss  or  the  State  Govemmenta.  The 
laws  (^  deviaea,  primt^enitore,  entulments,  &c., 
may  be  established  by  treaty,  made  by  the  Bd- 
eoatite  power,  which  are  to  be  the  Bopreme  law 
of  the  land,  and  to  ride  over  and  trample  down 
all  laws  of  OcHigreaa,  and  of  the  States. 

To  become  parties  to  a  treaty-m^ng  or  a 
treaty-originating  Congrea^  of  tmlimited  dura- 
tion, is  a  now  and  extraordinary  step.  It  be- 
comes more  dangerous  from  onr  practice  under 
the  conatitution,  which,  in  my  view,  is  a  per- 
version of  its  spirit.  The  President,  with  tbe 
advice  and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Seaiote, 
is  to  waka  treaties.    The  power  (d  vwtiitff  la 
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taken  awa;,  and  nothing  but  that  of  rat^/Vw 
is  left  to  the  Senate.  A  new  power  unknown 
to  the  constitntion,  is  sprung  np,  tenned  a 
"  Cabinet " — instructions  to  MiniWers,  the  firet 
■tep  of  Degotiation,  are  never  anbrnitted  to  bb  ; 
these  are  oiacnssed  and  agreed  on  in  "  the  Oab- 
fnet,"  and,  witli  these,  and  probably  with  the 
pn^eot  or  draft  of  a  treaty,  the  Minister  is  de- 
■potohed  to  mak»  "  supreme  laws  of  the  land," 
which  it  is  eitremel;  embarrassing  and  invid- 
ions  fbr  the  Benat«  to  r^ect.  If  it  be  trae,  as 
the  gentlenian  from  Hhode  Island  has  told  ns, 
that  this  is  a  diplomstio  Congress,  and  js  of 
p^petnal  dnratioD,  it  is  alarming  indeed. 

Bnt  1  hope  and  trnat  the  case  is  not  quite  so 
bad  aa  he  makes  it  It  aeems  to  me  tliat  no 
power  of  diplomacy  can  be  exercised — no  snch 
power  is  granted — "  National  BoTereignty  "  is 
reserved,  and  is  not  to  be  intermpted  "  with  re- 
(ipeot  to  their  relations  with  foreign  nations," 
and  making  treaties  is  specially  reserved  to  soch 
power  by  its  constitntion.  And  it  is,  moreover, 
inconsistent  with  every  principle  of  free  gov- 
ermnent,  that  the  makers  of  troaties  shonld  be 
the  eiponndera  or  "  interpreters  " — that  L^is- 
latnres  shoold  interpret  the  laws  which  l£ey 
shall  have  enacted.  The  powers  granted  are, 
therefore,  of  another  order,  and  they  are  Legis- 
lative, Execative, -and  JndiciaL  In  the  exer- 
tnse  of  any  of  these,  can  we,  or  onght  we,  to 
partJcipatA )  As  Minuten  they  have  no  power 
to  receive  oar  delegates — as  MiniiUn  yon  have 
no  power  to  send  them.     An  Ambasasdor,  or 

Enblic  Minister  carries  yonr  sovereignty  with 
im.  He  is  yonr  Representative  near  the  Gov- 
ernment to  which  he  is  sent,  and  is  under  the 
protection  of  that  government,  and  to  be  pro- 
tected according  to  yonr  own  laws.  Here  yon 
send  him  to  no  Qovemment  authorized  to  re- 
ceive him,  or  having  the  power  to  protect  him. 
Be^des,  the  powers  granted  to  that  Congress 
are  to  be  exerdsed  exclnsively  by  the  American 
nations  "formerly,"  or  "ei-dtiant  Spanish." 
To  admit  ns  to  voto,  or  even  deliberate,  wonld 
be  as  mnch  a  violation  of  the  compact  or  con- 
stitution aa  for  ns  to  have  admitted  the  Dntch 
or  French  Minister  to  take  a  part  in  the  delib- 
erations of  Oongreas,  under  onr  Confederation. 
Neither  can  they  be  permitted  to  hear  the  dis- 
cussions. From  the  nature  of  the  powers 
granted,  this  Congress  must  be  an  organized 
body,  governed  by  a  presiding  officer,  and  sab- 
Jected  to  rule*.  Many  of  ueir  deliberations 
mnst  be  of  a  belligerent  character,  and  there- 
fore secret.  They  must  have  the  authority,  and 
it  wonld  often  become  their  duty,  to  impose 
aecrecy,  even  by  oath.  Now  can  yonr  mem- 
bers take  snch  an  oath  t  SnmK>8e  (a  case  most 
likely  to  occnr)  an  invasion  of  Caba  shonld  be 
there  discnased,  this  measnre  yonr  Ministers 
mnst  oppose.  Ooold  they,  without  a  violation 
of  duty  to  their  own  Qovemment,  give  an  ob- 
lig^on  of  secrecy,  and  could  they  be  admitted 
without  that  obligation  1  Yonr  Ministers  Pfon- 
^ieiitiary  then,  are  to  be  nothing  bnt  lookers 
on,  or  listeners,  and  in  that  in  which  yonr  in- 
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terest  is  most  concerned,  cannot  be  permitted 
to  act  in  those  charactere.  If  the  United  State* 
intend  seriously  to  oppose  an  invasion  of  Cuba, 
they  onght  long  since  to  have  made  known 
their  determination  ftilly  and  definitely  to  the 
Spanish  American  Ministers  here. 

But  we  wiD  soppoae  these  obstacles  sormonnt- 
ed,  and  your  depaties  admitted  in  full  commnnion 
We  are  then  first  to  discnss  the  contingent  to 
be  provided  by  each  for  the  common  defence. 
On  this  subject,  Mr.  Obregon  is  very  eipliciL 
We  are  to  fulfil  onr  pUdgit  against  European 
colonization,  and  interference  of  any  of  the  pow- 
ers of  Eorope,  except  Spain,  against  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Spanish  Am^cans.  This  sub- 
ject of  colonization,  which  seems  to  be  so  in- 
volved in  mysteiT  that  no  mortal  can  cleariy  . 
perceive  its  meanmg,  has  been  so  well  dtaposed  | 
of,  by  other  gentiemen,  that  it  wonld  1>e  indeed 
fruitless  to  bestow  on  it  any  fiirther  observa- 
tions. The  other  pltdge  is  more  explicit.  Bn^ 
sir,  as  to  pledges,  allow  me  to  say,  once  for 
all,  that  the  President  of  these  United  Stotca 
has  no  power  whatever  to  pledge  the  people  of 
this  Union  to  any  nation  in  any  thing.  And 
every  declaration  of  his,  made  to  the  world, 
mnst  be  understood  by  other  nations,  not  as  a 
pledge  of  what  we  miut  do,  hut  as  an  opinion  at 
what  we  leill  do.  Until  Congress  concur,  or 
assent  to  a  measure  affecting  our  foreini  rela- 
tions, nothing  is  binding.  Stiil,  the  Mexican 
Minister  understands  it  differentij,  and  inti- 
mates that,  lo  fulfil  the  obligation  there  mnst 
be  "  a  previous  concert  as  to  the  mode  in  wbidi 
each  diall  lend  lis  co-operation."  And  Mr. 
Salazar  recommends  "  an  eventual  alliance," 
to  be  kept  iecret  until  the  eami  fixderi*  occurs. 
If  these  Ministers  are  correct,  we  are  already 
entangled,  and,  whether  by  "  our  own  means," 
or  by  "previous  concert"  with  them,  we  are 
bound  to  Mfil  stipulations  made  by  the  late  ad- 
ministration :  and,  however  we  might,  at  this 
time,  deny  the  force  of  the  late  President's 
pledge,  still,  if  we  give  our  assent  to  this  mis- 
sion, for  the  purposes  thus  avowed,  we  are  ev» 
after  foreclosed.  One  of  the  "precise  qnes- 
tions  "  disclosed,  then,  is  the  meaju  to  be  fhr- 
nisbed  by  the  United  States,  to  prevent  Euro- 
pean colonization,  or  interferenoe  in  American 
affairs,  and  the  nuinn«rof  furnishing  the  means, 
whether  by  «AT«t  trtaty  or  otherwise.  Tet  the 
Sxecotive  informs  ns  that  we  ere  "  not  to  delib- 
erate on  any  thing  of  a  belligerent  character, 
contract  alliances,  nor  undertake  witli  them  any 
thing  hostile  to  other  nations."  Now,  these 
things  are  not  to  be  done,  and  yet,  if  we  accept 
the  mvitation  to  this  Congress,  we  are  bound  to 
concur  in  tie  avowed  objects.  How  will  gen- 
tlemen reconcile  these  conflicting  opinions! 

But  the  greatest  lure  to  as,  is  the  thought  of 
participating  in  "a  cottxoh.  om  qbiut  ooci.- 
sionsl  You  know,  sir,  that  Eepublics  an 
never  ambitious — they  are  always  humble,  for- 
bearing and  nnassnmiog — their  leading Jpoli- 
ticians  are  always  as  meek  as  Moses.  1^  it 
seems,  in  this  case,  we  aie  &s(anat«d  and  in- 
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flsted  with  this  "  groftt  occaaion."  My  life  for 
it,  this  is  DO  scheme  of  the  President— he  is  a 
cool,  deliberaUiig,  calcnlUing^  penetrating,  dis- 
ciiminating,  Tessoniii^  sort  Of  politician.  It 
is  a  toy,  jielded  to  the  importimtty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Tlie  Preaiaent  haa  no  strong  par- 
tialities for  the  Spanish  Americans — Ur.  Clay 
-wanted  a  playtliing,  and  the  President,  probably 
with  relactance,  consented  so  far  to  gratify 
>iini,  as  to  present  the  proporilion  to  the  8euat«, 
hoping  no  doubt  that  we  wonld  reject  it.  Sir, 
who  has  been  the  leader  of  this  cnisade  in  favor 
of  Spanish  American  liberty  I  Who,  more  than 
Bevea  years  ago,  became  Uieir  chief  advocate, 
in  the  Honse  ofEepreaentatives  (  Whose  speech- 
es have  been  translated  and  retranslated,  and 
circulated  throughont  their  TBSt  dominiona  I 
Who  has  been  toasted  as  the  champion,  and 
canonized  as  the  S^ntt  Who,  in  fine,  is  to 
re^  the  reward  I  The  Secretary  well  knows 
that  public  opinion  has  already  made  him  their 
grand  adroc^  and  interceasor,  and  be  will  so 
manage  it  that,  if  there  is  to  be  any  glory,  it  is 
to  be  nis  iaberitanoe — if  any  disgrace,  It  is  to  be 
entuled  on  the  President.  No,  sir,  this  is  the 
magnificent  scheme  of  the  favorite — the  genins, 
the  master  spirit  of  the  Wtet.  I  intend  nothing 
invidious  to  my  friends  here,  from  that  interest* 
ing  section  of  the  Union.  I  respect  them  mnoh, 
I  admire  their  frankness,  intelhgenee  and  liber- 
ality ;  and  even  their  eztravaganoe  haa  its  apol- 
ogy. They  occnpy  a  vast,  interesting  conntry 
— they  have  aspiring  forests,  m^eatic  rivers, 
mblime  monntains.  They  look  npon  the  scene, 
aod  contemplate  the  prospect  before  them ;  and 
the  mind  is  enlarged,  expanded,  elevated,  sub- 
limated. Bat  thta  soheme  of  the  Secretary,  in 
point  of  extravagance,  transcends  all  imagina' 
tion.  All  the  nations  of  this  vast  continent  are 
to  be  arrayed.  Bnenoe  Ayres,  the  Banda 
Oriental,  Chili,  and  Pern,  are  to  form  the  right ; 
Colombia,  Qantemala,  and  Mexico  the  centre ; 
the  United  States  the  left,  and  Maine  the  ex- 
beme  left.  The  littU  empire  of  Brazil,  and  the 
hordes  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  are  probably 
to  be  disposed  of;  and  then  we  can  present  one 
undivided  front  to  Europe  and  Africa,  and 
another  to  Asia  and  the  Isles  of  India.  And 
the  conception  and  contemplation  of  this  mighty 
achievement,  posterity  is  to  ascribe  to  the 
matchless  spint  of  the  West  I 

Here  I  might  stop,  had  not  the  President  in 
hia  message^  and  the  Spanish  American  Minis- 
ters, in  their  correspondence  with  ns,  pointed 
ont  other  objects,  not  embraced  within  the  lim- 
its of  their  oonstitntionnl  compacts.  As  it  ap- 
pears to  be  the  opinion  of  each,  that  objects, 
otJier  than  those  confided  to  this  Congress  by 
these  compacts,  may  bo  matters  of  consideration 
and  decision,  it  is  proper  to  examine  them. 
The  President,  in  hia  message,  ia  of  opinion  that 
wo  may  aid  tbem  by  onr  experience,  and  in- 
ctmct  them  in  princtplea  of  religious  freedom ; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  apesks  of 
the  moral  effect  to  be  produced,  and  the  dignity 
to  be  conferred.    Thus,  we  are  to  depnte  Mr. 


Sergeant  and  Mr.  Anderson,  in  the  double  oa- 
pacity  of  Ministers  and  Missionaries.  Whether 
they  are  to  have  double  outfits  and  salaries,  we 
are  not  yet  informed.  Indeed,  sir,  I  apprehend, 
from  recent  disdosnres,  they  will  think  leae  of 
onr  experience  than  they  have  done,  if  not  of 
our  taieerity;  and  if  we  could  send  Ministers 
at  all,  it  should  be  to  relieve  us  from  the  thral- 
dom in  re^rd  to  the  mediation  of  Ruasis. 
•When  the  dooomenta  communicated  were  in 
reading,  and  I  perceived  from  the  letters  of  Mr. 
Middleton  and  Mr.  Clay,'  that  the  Emperor  Al- 
exander bod  agreed  to  mediate  with  Spain,  for 
the  reeognititm  of  her  coloniea,  I  was  inspired 
with  admiration  at,  and  gratitude  for,  sooh 
magnanimity — that  the  head  of  tlie  holy  Alli- 
ance, the  ddender  and  protector  of  the  rights  of 
Kings,  should  become  a  mediator  in  &vor  of 
Republics,  was  extraordinary  and  unexpected, 
ana  an  indication  of  real  greatness.  I  listened, 
therefore,  with  Intense  interest  for  hia  declara- 
tion to  that  effect.  The  letter  of  Count  Nessel- 
rode  was  read — this  was  a  polite,  bnt  frank  re- 
fusal. From  the  next  despatch  we  expected  to 
hear  that  the  Emperor  had  changed  hb  mind — 
bnt,  this  was  all.  [Here  Mr.  a.  read  Count 
Nesselrode's  letter  of  20th  August,  1826.]  I 
hod  previously  learned  that  the  condition,  not 
the  independence  of  the  Spanish  Americas,  had 
been  diacnsaed  in  the  European  Congress ;  that 
the  Mexican  Legation  had  been  ordered  to  leave 
Spwn — tliat  Government  refusing  to  hoar  the 
subject  of  their  independence  even  discussed, 
and  with  this  information  and  this  tetter  before 
him,  how  any  man  could  have  been  led  to  be- 
lieve that  this  document  was  an  agreement  of 
the  Emperor  to  mediate  for  this  recognition  by 
Spain,  was  to  me  utterly  aatonjsUng.  But  it  ia 
more  extraordinary  still,  if  we  supjpose  that  the 
Secretary  had,  at  the  time  of  the  firrrt  message, 
the  papers  from  Mr.  Everett,  afterwards  SMtt 
ua.  Theae  go  to  establish,  unequivocally,  the 
determination  of  Russia  not  to  mediate,  and  of 
Spain  not  to  recognize  the  independence  of  her 
colonies,  on  any  consideration.  That  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton should  have  been  deceived,  I  could 
readily  suppose ;  he  is  much  more  distinguished 
for  his  honesty  and  goodness  of  heart,  than  for 
bis  political  or  diplomatic  wisdom  or  en>e- 
rienoe;  and  it  is  not  singular  that  hia  wishes 


himself;  ia  past  coi^ectnre.  The  stupid  and  in- 
fatuated Spanish  monarch  is  firmly  and  con- 
fidently relying  on  Divine  Providence  to  give 
him  bock  his  colonies,  without  any  exertion  of 
hia  own — that  Providence,  who  pares,  probably, 
less  for  him  than  for  the  "  sparrow  that  falls  to 
the  ground,"  and  who  will  interfere,  if  at  all, 
"  to  break  the  rod  of  the  oppressor  and  let  the 
oppreased  go  free." 

I  need  only  call  the  recollection  of  gentle- 
men to  Spanish  history,  to  prove  that  thia 
obstinacy  and  perseverance  ts  cbaracteristio  of 
that  nation.  Portugal,  after  having  been  sizt7 
years  aalject  to  Bpein,  in  lUO  revolted,  and 
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under  the  Bragftmos,  droTe  llie  SpwuHrda  from 
Qieir  oonntn.  Yon  well  recollect  how  long 
Spain  Btmegled  to  reconquer  that  then  gaUant 
people;  Btae  persevered  against  reason,  and 
noped  BgaiiiHt  hope.  The  United  Provinces 
were  subject  to  Spain.  Thej  were  the  oarriere 
for  all  £urop« ;  tTom  Lisbon,  the  depot  of  the 
wealth  of  tiie  East,  and  Cadix,  the  depot  of 
that  of  the  West,  they  transported  to,  and  sap- 
plied,  all  the  north  of  Europe.  Antwera  waff 
the  most  commercial  city  m  the  world.  In 
16T0,  the  Hollanders  revolted,  ^ainwasthen 
to  Europe  what  Rnssia  is  now.  The  power  es- 
tablished hv  Charles  the  Fifth,  was  in  its 
strength  and  vigor.  These  revolted  provincea, 
however,  maintained  the  stniggle,  nnder  every 
disadvantage,  bnt  with  wondeifol  snooeBS.  Ta 
ten  years  after  the  first  revolt,  they  were  ei- 
olnded  from  Lisbon  by  the  subjugation  of  Por- 
togid  to  Spain,  and  in  five  years  after,  their 
beantifnl  Antwerp  was  sacked  and  mined  by 
thatmonstertheDakeofFarma;  but  amid  theae 
reverses  snd  misfortnoes,  they  maintuned  the 
war.  Amsterdam  rose  on  the  rains  of  Ant- 
werp. Driven  from  Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  they 
Bought  the  commerce  of  the  East  and  West 
Indies  at  ita  sonroes ;  and  the  colonies  of  Spun 
aitd  Portugal,  in  the  remotest  parts  of  the 
world,  felt  their  power,  and  were  anbjected  by 
their  arms.  After  a  vindictive  and  omel  war 
of  near  forty  years,  Bpain  was  compelled  to 
agree  to  s  tmoe  for  twelve  years.  TTio  tmce 
was  violated  before  it  had  expired ;  the 
was  renewed ;   and  Spain  agam  eT~ — '•" 

everywhere,  disaster    and  defeat. 

galleons  were  oaptored;  her  fleets  were  de- 
feated in  repeated  conflicts ;  her  Armada  was 
destroyed,  even  in  the  Downs ;  and.  thon^ 
beaten,  weakened,  hnmbled,  and  on  tne  brink 
of  min,  it  was  not  nntil  tiie  peace  of  West- 
phalia, ia  1648,  that  she  consented  to  acknowl- 
edge the  independence  of  these  Provinces. 
The  ohanicter  of  Spain  is  not  changed,  and  in 
modem  times  jon  have  witnessed  the  same 
persevering  obstinacy  agfunst  one  of  the  most 
powerful  and  snccessful  conqnerors  the  world 
ever  saw.  And  with  these  facts  before  ns, 
how  comes  it  to  pass  that  we  are  encouraging 
these  Americans,  that  Spain  is  disposed  to  ac- 
knowledge their  independence,  and  that^  when 
her  infatuated  monarch  says,  emphatically,  No, 
he  midonbtedly  means  Yes/  And  what  has 
been  the  effect  of  this  delusive  hope  which  we 
have  inspired !  The  Spanish  Americans  have 
been  deterred  from  striking  Spun  in  her  most 
voluerable  part,  and  the  only  one  within  strik- 
ing difitance,  and  Cnba  and  Porto  Bico  are  so 
etrengthenea,  that  they  may  probably  now  bid 
defiance  to  the  united  efforts  (k  the  Spanish 
American  nations.  This  is  one  of  the  blessed 
efiects  of  ofBcionslj  intermeddling  in  affairs  of 
onr  neighbors.  But  this  ia  not  the  only  efiect 
of  this  ofBcions  friendship.  In  pressing  this 
hopeless  intermediation  ot^the  Emperor  Alex- 
ander we  have  dropped  a  word,  which,  if  fwrly 
trndentood  by  the  crafty  Nesselrode,  may  jnstl  j 
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give  great  offence  to  theee  our  frienAi.  We 
are,  it  seems,  to  use  onr  infloence  "  in  defeat- 
ing, at  fair  ai  may  be  in  our  poKtr,  every  in- 
teiference  against  those  islands  in  securing  the 
rights  of  his  Catholic  Mqjeety  constant  and 
proper  respect,  and  in  maintaining  the  onlj 
state  of  thinn  that  can  preserve  a  just  balance 
of  power  in  Uie  sea  of  the  Antilies." 

The  oonrse  we  hate  porsaed,  eai.  ongbt  to 
pursue,  in  regard  to  Cuba,  is  a  matter  of  maoh 
pwplexity.  A  dark  clond  bangs  over  that 
laland,  and  bears  a  threatening  aspect.  Which 
way  it  will  pass  over,  where  it  will  burst,  or 
whether  It  will  burst  at  all,  no  mortal  can 
predict.  Suppose  the  wont-— an  insnrrecUon 
of  the  slaves,  a  servile  war — can  you,  ought  . 
you  to  interfere  I  Which  side  would  yon  take! 
Ag^nst  the  insurgents!  My  life  for  it,  yon 
oould  not  maintain  snoh  a  war — public  opinion 
wonld  not  sustun  you.  A  warontof  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  a  foreign  war,  to  reduce 
men  to  servitode  I  Mot  an  arm  and  scarcely  a 
voice  north  of  the  Pot«mae,  would  be  rtused 
in  yonr  behalf.  An  administratiott  wbo  shotdd 
attempt  it,  would  seal  its  own  destruction.  No, 
mr,  the  liberal  ftnd  discreet  politicians  of  the 
North,  sjinpathize  with  their  brethren  of  the 
slave-holding  States.  Onr  maiim  is,  that  it  is 
un  evil,  which  we  cannot  remed;.  The  only 
relief  we  can  give  them,  is  to  let  tbem  manage 
it  th«m»eku,  and  that  any  interftrence  on  our 
part  will  make  it  worse.  But  beyond  this  we 
will  not  go.  To  send  oar  troope,  the  aons  of 
freemen,  to  a  foreign  ooontry,  to  be  the  victims 
of  the  sword  and  the  pestilence,  for  the  purpoee 
of  snppree^g  an  insurrection  of  the  slaves,  is  a 
measure  against  which  we  shall  ever  protest — 
to  which  we  shall  never  snbmiL  We  could 
not  if  we  would-r-the  aposfles  of  liberty,  the 
advoostee  of  universal  emancipation  woold  cry 
aloud,  and  denounce  this  war  in  favor  of  slaveryl 
Their  voices  wonld  he  heard,  even  in  the  hum- 
ble habitation  of  the  slave,  and  yon  would  bomi 
find  it  neoessary  to  withdraw  your  armj  to 
preeerve  peace  at  home.  Bo  much  for  the 
Iforth.  I  now  aak  the  gentlemen  of  the  SoaQi 
whether,  if  it  is  only  intended  to  diieuM  the 
condition  of  Cnba,  Panama  k  the  proper  plaoe. 
Ton  have  already  said  too  much  against  eman- 
cipation. By  provoking  a  disenssion  jon  in- 
crease the  evU  you  attempt  to  remedy.  On 
this  Bubjeot  your  wisest  policy  is  to  say  but 
little.  But  if  you  will  spesk,  let  it  not  be  on 
the  honse  top.  To  this  eztraoidinary  Congren 
the  eyes  of  the  world  are  turned.  Its  objects^ 
its  deliberations,  its  determinations,  are  matters 
of  universsl  interest.  Let  it  be  known  that 
the  rights  of  the  slaves  of  Cuba  are  to  be  dis- 
OUHSed  there^  aud  every  philanthropist  and 
fanatic  in  Europe  will  be  on  the  alert — th^ 
voices  will  be  responded  from  the  American 
continent — the  blacks  will  take  fire,  and  tlie. 
scenea  of  St.  Domingo  will  be  re-aoted  at  honra. 
Ho,  let  roe  repeat,  when  yon  cannot  see 
where  to  go,  nor  what  to  do,  stand  still  and  do 
nothing.     Aiid  wherein  is  the  justice  of  yo«r 
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interference  t  Yon  go  there  as  invited  frienda, 
and  on  a  anbject  most  of  all  important,  7011  op- 
pose them.  Bo  far  Bs  regordB  Spftnish  Ainerica, 
leave  Oaba  to  its  &te.  These  nations  'will,  aa 
thej  have  told  700,  go  in  aid  of  the  Creole 
popnIatJon,  and  surely  it  woold  be  B  miserable 
aid  indeed  to  let  loose  the  riave  npon  his  mas- 
ter. Your  interference,  in  any  way,  will  be  an 
ijyniT  to  them,  if  not  a  cnrse  to  yonr  coontry. 

And  what  good  reason  can  induce  jon  to 
tinite  in  settling  the  political  oonditioQ  of  Egyd  t 
An  yoQ  not  now  sataefied  witb  its  condition  ? 
If  your  political  relations  are  not  snffioiently 
doee^  it  is  yonr  own  fault :  for  Hayti  has  bIwsts 
been  solicitous  for  a  closer  nnioo.  Yon  need 
not  sorely  send  to  Panama  to  determine  what 
•re  yonr  own  wishes.  Nor  need  yon  fear 
what  will  be  the  determination  of  that  Oon- 
greaa,  in  regard  to  that  island.  Wlien  France, 
aa  yoD  had  snpposed,  acknowledged  its  independ- 
ency yon  felt  no  alarm ;  and  why  ehouid  yon 
fear  if  the  Spanish  Aineriosns  should  do  the 
anme  I  Bat  tAe  gentleman  from  Loainana  in- 
dnoates,  that,  if  the  Haytiens  should  ever  be 
rapreeented  U  Washington,  their  Minister  or 
agent  mnst  be  a  ahite  man.  Now,  if  it  is 
really  a  qneetion  of  snfflcient  importance,  to 
determine  whether  he  shoold  be  bUok,  yellow, 
or  white,  Panama  is  the  last  place  in  the  world 
vhere  I  shonld  go  to  settle  it.  When  onr  freeh 
and  &ir  Uinisters  sbslt  enter  the  ball  of  that 
CongTesi^  and  look  ronnd  it  on  their  associates, 
I  apprehend  tbat  they  will  deem  it  invidions 
and  indelicate  to  talk  abont  a>li>r.  If  yon  or  I, 
rir,  had  been  selected  for  this  mission,  or  some 
of  my  friends  who  at  aronnd  me,  or  some  of 
those  on  the  other  mde  of  the  way,  we  might 
haTe  discnseed  a  question  of  eompl«cum  ■wim  a 
maeh  better  grace.  But  as  it  is,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  we  tiad  better  leave  it  to  the  TTnited 
Btatea  and  Hayli  to  determine  it  themselves. 

Hr.  BiBBiBN,  of  Qeorgio,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate aa  follows : 

Sir,  the  measnre  to  which  we  are  called,  is 
distii^ished  by  a  novelty,  which  iodnces 


to  pause.  So  fiv  aa  the  prtaeot  is  disclosed,  it 
la  plainly  irjurions  to  the  best  intereste  of  tnis 
people,  while  much  of  it  is  veiled  from  the 


of  the  moat  scmtinizing  inquiry.    Olonda  and 
darknes  rest  upon  it    It  comes,  air,  in  aoeh  a 

aawtionable  shape,  that  I  will  speak  to  it.  Un- 
er  the  gnise  of  a  Jnst  sensibility  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Spanish  American  Repnblics,  it  pro- 
poses to  change  the  whole  system  of  onr  foreign 
relations,  by  Uie  mere  exercise  of  the  appoint- 
ing power — to  involve  the  interesta  of  this 
Union  in  a  foreign  anociation,  composed  of 
States  with  whom  we  have  no  natnral  ooaoeo- 
tioD,  lud  over  whose  oonocUs  we  can  exeruse 
no  efficimt  control 

More  distinctly,  sii^-and  in  the  first  plaoe.  In 
a  season  <^  onezampled  prosperity,  which  we 
have  attained  by  a  rapidity  of  march,  to  which 
history  affords  no  parallel,  which  invites  to  no 
change  in  the  general  system  of  onr  foreign  re- 
lations, "  and  least  of  all  to  suob  change  as  tUs 


would  bring  na,"  we  are  required  to  abandon 
the  wise  and  salutary  policy  which  has  hitherto 
oondocted  us  in  safety,  to  form  a  politioal  asso- 
ciation with  the  Bepublics  of  Spanish  America, 

I  ahoold  waste  the  time  of  the  Benat&  if  I 
were  to  detain  you  by  the  formal  proof  of  the 
fact,  that  the  United  States  are  at  this  moment 
in  the  ei^oyment  of  an  unexampled  urosperily. 
I  appeal  to  the  Message  of  the  President  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  for  the  evideaces  of  onr 
proaperous  and  happy  condition,  of  the  flourish- 
ing state  of  onr  finanoes,  of  the  increase  of  onr 
commerce,  oar  wealth,  onr  population,  and  the 
extent  of  our  territory ;  and  for  the  proof  that 
we  are  permitted  to  enjoy  these  honaties  of 
Providence  in  peace  and  tranquillity ;  in  peace 
with  all  the  natdoDS  of  the  earth,  in  tranqnillity 
among  ourselves. 

yfbM  are  the  dntiea  wtuoh  these  oonsidera- 
tions  in<mloate  ?  I  propose  the  qnestion  in  sober 
Bftdnees  to  the  majority  of  this  Housei  Thus 
situated,  what  is  it  tbat  we  owe  to  the  Repub- 
lic I  Is  it  to  embark  in  quest  of  novelty  on  the 
ooean  of  experiment — to  yield  ourselves  to  the 
visionHTj  an^  fantastic  schemes  of  political  pro- 
jectors— to  the  splendid  but  deltMive  sugges- 
tions of  a  wild  and  reckless  ambition  t  Is  it 
not  rather  to  preserve,  to  eherish,  to  guard  with 
more  than  vestal  vigilance,  that  enlarged  and 
liberal,  bat  stable  and  self-dependent  system  of 
policy,  which,  by  the  blessing  of  Qod,  has  con- 
ducted ns  to  our  present  happy  and  prosperous 
condition?  What  is  that  policy?  Sir,  it  is  the 
policy  which  guided  the  conndls  of  Wasbhio- 
TOK — which  produced  Uie  celebrated  proclama- 
tion of  neutrality,  a  measnre  which  saved  ns 
from  the  vortex  of  European  contention— to 
which  each  successive  administration  has  ad- 
hered with  fidelity — which  Washington  himself 
thna  emphatically  annonnced— "The  great  rule 
of  conduct  for  na,  in  r^^ard  to  br^gn  nations, 
is,  In  extending  onr  eommatvial  relationa,  to 
have  with  them  oa  Utile  political  connection  as 
possible.  So  far  as  we  have  already  fbrmed  en- 
gagements, let  them  be  fulfilled  with  perfect 
good  faith.    Sere  let  v*  itop." 

The  proposition  which  I  am  endeavoring  to 
illoBtrato,  asserte  merely,  that  the  proposed 
mission  to  Panama  involves  an  abandonment  of 
the  policy  by  which  this  Confederation  has 
hitherto  been  governed,  at  a  time  when,  by  a 
steady  adherence  to  that  policy,  we  are  pros- 
perous and  happy.  It  ia  ot  the  character  ot  the 
measure  in  this  view  alone,  that  I  speak  at  this 
moment.  To  the  motives  which  are  nrged  to 
indnoe  ite  adoption,  it  will  be  my  duty  hereafter 
to  advert  Here  it  la  sufficient  to  reoc^nize 
these  fkcta,  that  the  proposed  association  of 
American  nations  at  Panama,  is  a  palitical  one, 
and  that  such  an  aseocistion  is  a  departnre  from 
die  settled  policy  of  this  Qovemment  That 
such  is  the  character  of  the  association,  is  not 
denied  by  thtwe  who  advocate  the  measure,  is 
proclumed  in  every  page  of  the  doonmente  be- 
fore OS ;  and  if  to  the  brief  remark  which  I  have 
made,  it  is  neceasaiy  Ui  odd  any  tiling  to  prore, 
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that  the  pf^oy  of  Has  OoTemmeDt  ia  ench  as  I 
have  repreeented  it,  I  refer  myielf  to  the  argn- 
m«it  of  the  geDtleman  from  New  York,  widi 
whom  I  cononr  genersllj,  in  the  view  which  he 
has  taken  of  this  dUtioctive  feature,  iuthepoliti- 
oal  hiatorj  of  this  Uniou. 

Stsoding  OD  an  elevated  poettioD  in  an  attitude 
which  faoa  secured  to  ns  the  reapeot  and  admi- 
ration of  the  world — baviog  attained  tliis  ele- 
Tfttion,  b;  preeerviDg  an  endre  freedom  of  ao- 
tioD,  and  h7  the  rapid  development  of  oar  own 
resonrcea,  what  ia  it  that  ahonld  tempt  na  to 
descend  from  oar  hjih  estate,  to  minfle  m  diplo- 
matio  intrigues,  and  to  make  ourselves  partiee 
to  iuternationRl  Oonfederaciei,  on  this  or  t' 
other  ude  of  the  Atlonciof  Eapedallj  it 
most  obvious  to  inquire,  what  is  the  character 
of  that  association,  of  which  we  are  aboot  to  be- 
come a  9>xtj,  bf  approving  this  nomioatJoQ ! 
ftr,  it  is  not  a  mere  Diplomatic  Council.  It  ia 
an  intemaUonal  aaBemblj,  created  b;  treaties, 
end  invested  with  powers,  which  are  effioieut 
tax  the  purposes  d  its  institution,  some  and  the 
piindpal  of  which  are  belUgereot  Anaasocia- 
tkm  with  such  a  OongTeeB,  most  neoessarilf 
commit  oar  neutralitj. 

The  general  argument  on  tiiese  propodtions. 
has  been  presed  with  so  moob  perspicuity  aod 
force,  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me ; 
the;  have  gone  into  euoh  fulnesa  of  detail,  that 
I  do  not  propose  to  tai  the  patience  of  the 
Senate,  b;  a  renewed  disons^on  of  the  whole 
question.  There  are  two  points  connected  with 
it,  however,  on  which  I  desire  to  be  heard. 

In  the  first  place,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  tiiis  remark. 

Vhatever  declarations  maj  he  made  to  the 
contrary,  however  foreign  it  mav  be  from  the 
Intention  of  the  President,  it  will  be  the  n«M*- 
fory  oonuquenee  of  this  misnon,  that  we  shall 
become  parties  to  the  Oongress  of  Panama,  to 
the  extent  of  what  is  denominated  the  pledge 
of  Mr.  HoDToe,  or  we  mnst  disappoint  me  ex- 
pectations, and  exdte  the  resentments,  of  the 
Spanish  Aioerioan  States.  This  proposition  in- 
olndea  these  ideas; 

That  the  Spanish  American  States  oonnder 
this  Government  as  pledged  to  them  to  reast 
the  interference  of  an;  European  power  in  the 
war  which  the;  are  wagioK  for  their  independ- 
ence, bj  force  of  the  ofScia)  declarations  of 
Ur.  Monroe^  and  the  subsequent  aots  of  onr  ad- 


That  it  is  one  and  a  principal  and  distinctly 
avowed  object  of  the  proposed  Oongresa  of 
Panama,  to  concert  the  means  b;  which  effect 
is  to  be  given  to  this  our  system  of  poUcy . 

That  the  assent  of  the  Senate)  the  remaining 


the  forms  of  the  constitution  may  require  other 
agencies  for  its  radamption. 

That  a  failure  to  realize  these  expectations, 
mnst  be  prodnciive  of  feelings  of  coldness  and 
Ulwill. 

Let  OS  examine  the  two  flrst  in  connection. 
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Does  any  genUeman  doubt  what  is  the  viewr 
taken  of  this  declaration  by  the  Republics  of 
Spanish  America,  or  that  they  consider  it  to  be 
one  of  the  sabjeots  of  the  deliberations  of  the 
Oongress  at  Panama,  in  which  we  are  to  par- 
tidpatet  On  both  these  points,  the  Uinist^- 
of  ue  United  States  of.  Uexico  is  dear  and  ex- 
plidt.  He  ex}M«sses  himself  thos :  "  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  subscriber  never  supposed  nor 
desired  that  the  United  States  of  America 
wonld  take  part  iu  the  Congress  about  to  be 
hdd,  in  other  matters  lAan  thoit  which,  from 
their  natore  and  importance,  the  latt  admt'ni*- 
tralion  poinUd  out  avd  eharaetwited  aa  being 
ofgBiieralinteTetttothuCtmtineTit."  Thisisthe 
strongest  mode  of  expressing  both  the  ezpectar 
tion  and  the  deaire  of  the  Uexican  Government, 
that  the  United  States  would  take  port  in  the 
Ocngrees,  in  thoie  matUn  wAieA  had  be«tt  w 
ehanieUrited  and  pointed  gut.  The  Minister 
proceeds:  "For  which  reaton,  (that  is,  be- 
cause the  late  admicistration  had  pointed  it  out 
as  of  eenerol  interest  to  the  Continent,)  one  of 
the  subjects  which  will  occapy  the  altenlJoD  t^ 
the  Congress,  will  l>e  the  redstance  or  oppo- 
sition to  the  ioterferecce  of  any  neatnl  nauim, 
in  the  question  and  war  of  independencs,  be- 
tween toe  new  poweis  of  the  continent  and 
Spdo."  Here  is  the  idea  iu  bold  relief  a  dis- 
tinct assertion,  that  redstance  to  the  interference 
of  any  European  power,  in  the  war  between 
SpMn  and  those  States,  is  a  question  of  general 
interest  to  the  continent,  this  GoTemmeot  in- 
olnded :  that  it  has  been  eipready  so  character- 
ized by  the  late  administration,  and  that  it  is 
one  of  those  subjects  to  be  disccssed  in  that 
Congress,  in  which  ve  are  expected  to  partia- 
pate.  But  how  participate?  By  onr  counsels 
merdyt  Ko,  sir.  Being,  as  this  ICnister  as- 
serts we  are,  "of  accor<r(with  them)  as  to  re- 
sistance," we  are,  in  that  Gon^^ress,  to  '^dimtui 
themeattiqfgitingto  that  remtanee  all  pottibU 
/cree,"  which,  he  adds,  is  only  to  be  accom- 
plished "  by  a  previous  concert  as  to  the  mode 
In  which  each  ihall  lend  ilt  eo-operation."  The 
Minister  of  Colombia  is  equally  decisive  on  this 
point  He  speaks  of  this  selyect  as  tme  to  be 
disoassed  in  the  Congress,  and  one  of  great  im- 
portance ;  eoggeets  the  propriety  of  a  treaty  in 
relation  to  it,  lo  remain  secret  until  the  eani 
faderit  should  happen,  and  adds,  "This  is  a 
matter  of  immediate  utility  to  the  American 
States  that  are  at  war  with  Spun,  and  is  in  oo- 
oordanea  with  the  repeated  daelaratiom  and  pro- 
tat*  of  the  CaUnet  at  WathmgUyn."  To  this 
discussion,  and  this  treaty,  he  moaifently  ex- 
pects that  we  ore  to  become  parties. 

Is  it  not  then  obvious,  tliat  these  invitations 
have  been  nven  by  the  Miniatere  of  the  ^waieh 
American  States,  under  a  perfect  conviction, 
which  is  pldcly  and  frankly  expressed  in  the 
very  lettws  of  invitatiou,  that  we  wonjd  par- 
tidpate  in  the  deliberations  of  the  CongreES  at 
Panama,  in  the  resistaooe  to  be  made  to  the  in- 
terference of  any  neutrd  nation,  in  the  question 
and  war  of  Independenoe  between  these  StatM 
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and  Spain  I  And  tliat^  wneeding  the  prineiplt, 
that  wa  are  bound  to  maoh  reaiataQce  and 
(nipoeition  by  our  own  previovt  and  repeated 
daelaratiimi  and  proteitt,  wa  would  proceed  to 
etmeert  aith  thamin  that  (Amfreti,  the  means  of 
giTiDK  tothatre^Btanoe  tha  greateal 
force? 

Shalt  we  realite  theie  eapeetatioMf  Waare, 
then,  to  take  onr  seats  in  an  international  ss- 
aeinbljr,  oomposed  of  Depnties  from  fiTS  bellig- 
erent Stataa,  with  instmotionB,  I  care  not  how 
restricted,  to  Btipolate  with  them  the  termB  of 
an  eventual  alliance,  in  the  proeeontioa  of  the 
ver;  war  in  which  they  are  now  engaged;  to 
arrange  the  mcann  of  giving  to  onr  Joint  eflforta 
the  greatest  posaible  force.  Are  gentlemen  pre- 
pared to  do  thist  Sir,  thia  wretched  banuing 
mnat  one  day  breathe  the  apper  air.  However 
darklj  nnrtured  in  this  political  dnngeon, 
which  the  sign  manoal  of  the  President,  and 
onr  own  too  easy  confldenoe  have  consigned  ns, 
it  mnst  see  the  light.  It  mnst  stand  before  the 
m^jeety  of  the  Amerioan  petqile.  Do  gentle- 
men believe  that  they  ore  prepared  to  do  this 
thing  t  To  stake  the  fiur  and  goodlj  heritage, 
to  which  they  have  sacoeeded,  on  the  isane  of 
a  contest  with  the  powers  of  Enrope^  in  defence 
of  theee  new  Bepoblicat  la  defence  of  any 
other  rights  bnt  their  own  I 

Bat^  does  this  pledge  erist  I  fe  this  Govern- 
ment bosnd  by  a  contract  so  diaasbvns  t  If  it 
be  %o—Jidei  mnanda  tit,  Bnt  I  deny  the  fact. 
I  deny  that  this  celebrated  pledge,  as  the  Secre- 
tary has  denominated  it,  has  any  existence  bnt 
in  the  imagination  of  the  visionary.  Let  ns,  for 
a  moment,  examine  it.  If  genuine,  it  will  bear 
inspection.  It  is  described  by  the  Secretary,  aa 
the  memorable  pledge  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  mess^  to  Oongresa  of  De- 
cember, 183S.  Now,  the  President  had  no  an- 
thority,  by  his  own  act  alone,  to  pledge  the 
United  States  to  a  foreign  power.  He  did  not 
intend  to  do  so.  It  was  a  mere  declaration  of 
the  policy,  which,  under  given  circumstances,  he 
believed  it  proper  for  the  United  States  to  pnr- 
sne.  It  did  not  bind  him.  It  did  not  bind  Ooq< 
greai.  They  declined  to  respond  to  it.  No  for- 
eign power  coold  demand  the  enforcement  of  iL 
because  no  foreign  power  was  party  to  it.  I^ 
when  the  crisis  arrived,  the  Prwident  and  Oon- 
greae,  for  the  time  being,  ahoold  take  the  same 
view  of  the  policy  of  the  United  States,  the 

Erindple  of  th^  declaration  woold  be  acted  npon. 
'  otherwise,  it  would  be  abandoned.  The  notion 
of  apZfi^aisTidonary.  That  implies  a  contract, 
an  agreement,  on  consideration.  Herewoaamere 
gratnitons  declaration  to  Ckingre^s,  of  one  of  the 
pnblic  fonctionaries  of  this  Government,  which 
"never  received  the  sanction  of  that  body. 

Lost  jear  I  was  told,  in  tlie  conrt  below,  that 
the  United  States  had  ^ven  a  pledge  to  the  na- 
tions of  the  world,  for  the  sappression  of  the 
slave  trade.  I  denied  the  existence  of  snch  a 
pledge,  and  the  doctrine  was  not  acknowledged 
ny  that  tribnna).  The  answer  was  obvious. 
l!bat  could  not  be  a  pledge,  which  the  United 


States  might  capriciously  withdraw.  It  was  ft 
role  prescribed  for  the  conduct  of  onr  own  cit- 
izens, nnder  the  solemnity  of  an  act  of  Oongresa, 
indeed,  bnt  which  another  act  of  OonmoB  ndght 
repeal,  and  the  pledge  was  gone.  The  pledga 
of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  had  not  even 
the  sanction  of  an  act  of  Oongress,  nor  of  either 
branch  of  the  Le^atnre.  Hitherto,  then,  we 
are  free  to  act  We  are  bound  by  no  pledge. 
But  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  has  pro- 
claimed a  principle  of  poiicy,  on  the  basis  of 
which  the  new  powers  have  given  us  an  invi- 
tation to  this  Oongresa,  the  chief  and  avowed 
o^ect  of  which  is  to  concert  the  means  of  giving 
efteot  to  this  principle,  by  the  combined  exertlong 
of  the  American  Statea,  this  Government  in- 
cluded. If  the  Senate  advise  its  acceptance,  is 
not  the  faith  of  the  U.  States  committed !  The 
power  to  give  efibct  to  the  principle,  will  indeed 
depend  on  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  by  two- 
thfrds  of  the  Senate,  and  the  provisions  of  that 
treaty  can  only  be  called  into  active  operation 
by  the  whole  force  of  the  legislative  power. 
Bat  if  either  be  withheld,  will  not  the  public 
&ith  be  violated  !  K  yielded,  will  not  the  peace 
of  this  Union  he  put  in  Jeopardy,  and  made  to 
depend  on  events  with  which  it  has  no  natural 
connection,  and  over  which  it  can  exercise  tto 
efficient  oontrolf  Can  yon  refusa  without  dis- 
appointing the  Just  expectations  of  the  Spanish 
American  States  t — erpectationa  which  this  Gov* 
emment  has  created,  and  which  it  has  dlatincUr 
and  expressly  recognized  In  its  negotiatitffls  with 
theee  States  t  Of  snch  a  conduct,  the  inevitaUe 
resnltmnst  befeelingsof  resentment  and indign^ 
tion,  which  will  not  be  the  less  strong,  becuise, 
peradventure,  in  obedience  to  the  suggestions 
of  policy,  they  may  for  a  time  be  sapprteaed. 

Sir,  tnis  is  not  the  Only  belligerent  qnestioD 
which  we  must  discnes  in  the  ikingress  of  Pft- 
nama,  The  second  remark  which  I  have  to 
make  on  this  branch  of  the  suhject,  is  this :  If 
we  do  go  there,  onr  own  interests  will  imperi- 
ously demand,  that  we  should  share  in  those  de- 
liberations which  are  to  determine  the  late  <£ 
Cuba  and  Porto  Bico;  and  thit  it  a  g»e*tion 
uMoh  tM  etuaiot  titfily  commit  to  negotiation. 

The  original  message  of  the  Preddent,  which 
called  ns  to  the  exercise  of  onr  advisory  dutiesj 
left  ns  wholly  without  information  on  tliis  snh- 
jecL  When  the  additional  doomnenta.forwhic^ 
we  had  asked,  were  fnmished,  it  became  obviona 
that  the  fato  of  theae  islands  was  to  be  decided 

the  Oongreas  of  Panama,  so  far  as  the  Spaa- 

I  American  States  had  power  to  decide  it. 
This  stato  of  things  at  once  demanded  onr  moat 
earnest  and  serious  attention. 

When  we  look  to  the  situation  of  those 
islands — to  the  commanding  position  which 
thev  occupy,  with  reference  to  the  oommeroa 
of  toe  Weet  Indies — we  cannot  be  indifferent  to 
the  change  of  their  condition.  Bnt  when  we 
reflect  that  they  are  in  yiui&ipMtttMt  to  a  portion 
of  thie  Union,  where  ilavfry  exitt*;  that  tho 
proposed  change  is  to  be  effected  bj  a  people^ 
whose  fundamental  nuudm  it  is,  tlut  ha  who 
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vonld  tolente  slaTerr  is  nnworthj  to  be  free ; 
tltftt  the  priodple  of  nnirereal  emuiciptLtioQ 
.  must  mtiroh  in  the  van  of  the  invading  loroe : 
sod  th&t  oli  the  borron  of  a  servile  war  ivill 
too  sorely  follow  in  ita  truD — Cheae  merely  com- 
mereial  coDddaralJODS,  uok  into  inBigniflcanoe 
— thej  are  ail  Bwallowed  op,  io  the  magnltode 
of  the  danger  irith  which  we  are  menaoed. 

Sir,  an«ier  sooh  oiroometaaoea,  the  qaeetion 
to  l)e  determined  is  this :  With  a  due  regard  to 
the  iq^etf/  of  the  SoutA«m  Slatet,  win  |wu  Hj/nv 
theu  uland4t4ptu$\nto  Utehanakoflniccanaert, 
drwnk  with  thetr  new-bom  liberty  f 

I  repeat  the  qneslion — can  yon  tuffer  this 
thing,  conasteDtlj  with  the  dnty  which  yon 
owe  to  Maryland,  to  Tirginia,  to  Kentucky,  to 
IGesmui,  to  Tennessee,  to  Korth  and  South 
Carolina,  to  Gtorgia,  to  Alabama,  to  Uisosrippi, 
to  Louisiana,  and  to  Florida  ?  Nay,  sir.  New 
England,  secnrely  aa  she  feels  on  this  luljeot, 
is  not  withoDt  inKrest  in  the  result.  A  nnme- 
rons  oolouj  of  her  sons  are,  at  this  moment 
tolling  in  temporal?  exile,  beneath  the  fervid 
nm  of  Cuba.  If  the  horrors  of  St  Dondogo 
are  to  l>e  re-acted  in  that  beaoliAil  island,  tHj/ 
irill  be  its  first  victjms. 

What,  then,  is  onr  obvious  policy)  Cnl>a 
and  Porto  Bico  tnuit  ramain  at  they  are.  To 
Europe,  the  President  has  distinctly  said,  "We 
Oannot  allow  a  transfer  of  Culm  to  any  Earopean 
[lower,"  We  most  bold  a  laogaage  eqnaUy  deo!- 
rive  to  the  Spanish  American  Statea.  We  can- 
not allow  their  principle  of  nntvenal  enumoipa- 
tion  to  be  called  into  activity,  in  a  dtuatlon 
where  its  contagion,  "  from  onr  neighlMrhoodj 
would  be  dangerous  to  our  qniet  and  safety." 
The  President  would  brave  the  power  of  Eng- 
land, to  prevent  h«r  acquidtdon  of  Cuba — and 
why,  sir  t  To  keep  the  receipts  of  onr  custom 
bouse  at  their  maximnm — to  preserve  oar  com- 
merce and  navigatioD.  Will  he  qoail  before 
the  new  Bepnblica  of  the  Sonth,  when  a  dearer 
Interest  is  at  stake? 

I  know,  sir — the  docnmcnts  before  os  prove 
it— that  we  have  been  exhibiting  the  character 
OiapoUtieal  bvtj/iody,  iu  the  Cabinets  of  Eu- 
rope and  America.  I  know,  sir — the  docomenta 
before  us  prove  it — that,  in  the  progress  of 
Otis  splendid  diplomatic  camp^gn,  certain  deo- 
larations  have  l>een  made  to  the  different 
powers,  ds- Atlantic  and  trans-Atlantic,  which 
[t  may  be  difficult  to  reconcile.  Bat,  so  far  as 
they  conflict  with  the  duty  which  we  owe  to 
ourselves,  they  most  be  reoonoiied.  The  tufety 
of  the  Simthem  portion  of  thi*  Union  nmtt  not 
be  taerijteed  to  apoMtionfor  diplomaey. 

The  United  States  are  yet  free  from  these 
diplomatic  fetters.  They  are  not  pledged.  We 
bave  entered  into  no  bonds.  K  it  shall  oonmst 
with  our  interest  that  Cuba  should  pass  into 
tlie  hands  of  Eni^and  or  of  France,  rather  ithan 
to  see  another  Haytien  Republic  erected  thercL 
(H  are  free  to  permit  It.  If  onr  interesta  and 
OUT  safety  shall  require  ns  to  say  to  these  new 
Bepnblica,  0«ba  and  Porto  Rieo  mvMt  re- 
main (u  they  are,  we  are  free  to  say  it.      Yes, 
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sir,  and,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  and  the  str«igtli 
of  our  own  arms,  to  enforce  the  declaraliou, 
and  let  me  aay  to  gentlemen,  these  high  connd- 
erationa  do  require  it.  The  vital  interests  of 
the  Sout^  demand  it,  and  the  United  States  will 
be  recreant  fh>m  ita  duty,  futhless  to  tJie  pro- 
tection which  it  owes  to  the  fkirest  portion  of 
this  Union,  if  it  doee  not  make  this  declaration, 
and  enforce  it. 

Shall  we  go  to  Panama  to  do  this  t  It  is  one 
of  the  thicE-coming  fancier  which  bewilder 
the  minds  of  the  advocates  of  tlus  measure,  that 
it  will  tend  to  protect  the  intereata  of  the 
Southern  Stat«e;  fbat  their  interests  require 
that  we  should  send  Mnistera  to  Panama,  to 
discuss   this   question   concerning   Ouba  and  i 

Porto  Rico ;   yes,  sir,  et^ettered  at  ow  Cabinet  i 

iitry  iU  pUdget  and  dedaratitmtj^iMX'na^uiitH  \ 

commit  to  the  hazard  of  negotiation,  a  qnestian 
of  vital  interest  to  as,  in  relation  to  which  «« 
hate  nothing  to  yield. 

The  Deputies  of  the  Spmiah  American  R^ 
publics  go  to  Panama,  wiui  the  settled  convio- 
tion  that  they  have  the  right  to  strike  at  Spain, 
by  inddng  and  aiding  Cuba  and  Porto  Kico  to 
revolt;  and  although  they  will  not  ask  as  to 
join  in  the  operation,  they  will  expect  ne  to 
consult  with  them,  aa  to  the  reiationa  to  be 
maintained  with  this  new  power.  Unless  we 
ore  faithless  to  oorselves,  oar  Deputies  must  ba 
instructed,  that  no  change  iu  the  condition  of 
these  islands  can  he  permitted.  What  benefit 
can  you  expect  fhnn  such  negotiations? 

Our  Deputies  will  be  told— The  Gabbet  of 
Washington  have  recognized  onr  right  to  strike 
onr  enemy  wherever  we  oan  reach  him.  They 
have  expressly  dieclumed  their  right  to  inter- 
fere, to  prevent  us  from  attacking  Cuba.  At 
thdr  instance,  we  have  suspended  this  move-  - 
ment,  until  the  result  of  their  mediation  with 
BuBsia  was  ascertained.  In  reqneeting  s  mere 
tu^pention,  they  have  rdterated  the  admianon 
of  our  r^ht.  We  have  performed  an  act  of 
courtesy  m  yielding  to  tills  request,  bnt  the 
period  of  Bospension  has  passed.  We  retam  to 
our  original  purpose,  and  you  cannot  cooaatent- 
ly  interfere  with  its  eiecution. 

Sir,  we  must  cut  thb  Oordian  knot.  We 
must  relieve  ourselves  from  these  diplomatic 
fetters.  We  must  pledge  onrselvea,  not  to  for- 
eign nations,  bnt  to  uat  portion  of  our  own 
citizens  who  have  a  deep  and  vital  interest  in 
this  question,  that  the  condition  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Itico  shall  remun  unchanged.  To  the 
Spanish  American  States,  we  must  not^fn  our 
determination,  in  terms  of  perfect  respect  and 
'  will ;  but  still  as  oar  fixed  determinaticm. 
:  we  go  to  Panama  to  do  this!  To  expose 
onr  Deputies  to  their  reproaches  for  our  imputed  ■ 
inconsistency  t  Or  to  insolt  them  by  a  stodied 
mockery  in  opening  a  n^^tialion  with  a  fixed 
determination  to  dictate  the  terms — with  an 
entire  conviction  that  we  hare  nothing  to  yield 
to  them  t  Sir,  on  such  a  snbject,  the  will  ct 
the  people  of  the  United  States  should  be  ex- 
preraed,  through  their  Bepreaentadves  in  both 
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HfoBea  o(  OoogreM,  by  an  aot  to  invest  thePred- 
dent  with  tbe  powers  vhit^  irill  be  adequate 
to  tiie  ori^s. 

Tbese,  tir,  are  tbe  refteotions  wbiah  oocnr  to 
me  on  this  bmnoli  of  the  eabjeot  To  my  mind 
it  ia  obvionB,  howeTer  we  may  proWat  against 
any  intention  to  viotale  onr  neatrality,  that  <u 
•  a  necemary  eonmqvanee  of  thit  mimion,  we  mnst 
become  parties  to  the  Ooagrees  of  Panama,  to 
the  extent  of  what  is  denomioBted  the  pledge 
given  by  Mr.  Monroe — a  pledge  which  tbe  peo- 
pk  of  the  United  States  are  not  prepared  to 
admit,  and  to  redeem, — a  pledg«^  tbe  redemp- 
tion of  wbich  wonld  most  dtstineily  oommit 
OUT  neatrality ;  or,  refbaing  to  do  eo,  that  we 
shall  dlBsppoint  the  eipeettuiona  which  we  onr- 
Belvea  will  have  created,  and  that  feelings  of  ill 
will  and  of  eventaal  hoaliUty,  mnat  be  the  neces- 
sary reaok. 

Mr.  DiOKXRSOK,  of  New  Jemey,  rose,  and  aaid, 
It  waa  fats  intention,  when  this  anl^eot  waa  first 
brought  before  the  Senate,  to  take  no  part  in 
tfae  aiseowion ;  bnt,  on  the  final  qoestion  as  to 
tbe  expediently  of  tJte  measure,  to  call  for  tbe 
j«aa  and  nays,  and  record  bis  negative.  The  ez- 
traordiiiaiy  course,  however,  adopted  within,  as 
well  OB  without  theee  walls,  bad  pat  those  op- 
posed to  the  miBuoD  npon  the  defen^ve. 

I  am  not  willing  («wd  Ur.  D.)  t«  be  condder- 
ed  as  belonging  to  an  organized  opposition  to  the 
adminiBtration — i^  indeed,  there  is  snob  an  op- 
position. On  the  contrary,  yielding  to  the  ad- 
ministration, I  have,  on  more  ocoasions  than  one, 
voted  in  &vor  of  nominatiens  by  no  means  agree- 
able to  me,  and  have  no  donbt  I  shall  often  do 
00, in  fntnre;  others aot  with me,most  probably, 
firom  dmilar  motives.  Bnt  we  most  not  be  tax- 
ed too  heavily.  We  mnst  sometimes  be  allow- 
ed to  think  and  act  for  onrselvea — and  i^  for  tbe 
exen»se  of  this  right,  the  Qovemment  papers 
are  to  be  let  loose  npon  ns,  we  most  defend 
onrsolves  as  well  as  we  can. 

We,  who  are  imposed  to  this  mission  to  Pan- 
ainai  are  aooosed  in  p^mra  that  receive  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Gtovemment,  of  being  oOQHpiri- 
torsj  who  seek  to  conceal  our  views;  and,  by 
elonng  onr  doors,  to  seal  np  every  avenne  to 
in  formation.  Here,  at  least,  it  is  known,  that^  in 
discussing  this  question  with  dosed  doora,  we 
have  yidded,  reluctantly,  to  the  iajuDctions  of 
tbe  Executive.  Under  these  circnmstancea,  I 
mnat  be  permitted  briefly  to  state  the  reasons 
fiw  the  vpte  I  shall  pve,  and  to  convince  my  asso- 
oiatea  within  these  walls— for  we  are  denied  an 
appeal  to  onr  oonstitnents  withont — that  I  am 
no  con^irator ;  that  I  am  not  governed  by  mo- 
tives of  faction,  or  a  desire  unnecessarily  to  em- 
barrass the  administration. 

I  am,  from  principle,  opposed  to  all  unneoes- 
■ary  extension  of  our  diplomatic  concerns — next 
to  a  paasiou  for  war  on  the  part  of  onr  Oovern- 
mvai,  I  most  dread  a  paMion  for  diplomacy — a 
•tronger  ^mptom  of  wbich  I  have  never  leeu, 
than  in  the  case  now  before  ne. 

I  consider  it  a  serious  misfortune  that  any  of 
tfae  new  States  of  Spanish  America  have  been 
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induced  to  invite  the  Oovemment  of  the  United 
States  to  Bend  deputies  to  their  great  Oongressat 
Panama;  andmoreso,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  baa  felt  himself  authorized  to  ac- 
cept the  invitation.  The  invitatiun  iteelf  waa 
ofaoharaoter  fioeztraordinary,  that  the  Mmis- 
tera  of  Colombia  and  Mexico  would  not  present 
it,  until,  by  inquiry,  they  ascertained  a  point,  on 
which  they  certainly  bad  strong  doabts,  that  it 
would  be  well  received.  And  the  President  at 
first  perceived,  and  stated,  so  many  difflonlties, 
to  be  obviatedbefore  tbe  invitation  could  be  ae- 
cepted,  that,  unless  tbey  had  been  removed,  by 
some  procen  wbich  we  are  utterly  incapable  of 
comprehending,  tbe  invitation  moat  have  been 
declined.  The  explanations  gi^ea  by  the  Minis- 
ters of  the  new  States,  were  calculated  to  In- 
crease, rather  than  obviate,  the  difficnlUes  that 
bad  Biugeeted  themselves  to  the  President,  and 
we  findthose explanationa  were  not  satisfaotorj, 
when  he  determined  to  accept  the  invitatioDs. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Obregon,  of  the 
SOtb  November,  five  days  befbre  the  meeting  of 
Congress  says,  "  in  your  note  there  is  not  re- 
cognized so  exact  a  compliance  with  the  oondi- 
lions  on  which  the  President  expressed  hiswill- 
ingneas  that  tbe  United  States  should  be  repre- 
sented at  Panama,  as  could  have  been  desireil ;" 
— yet,  "  the  President  has  determined,  at  otiee, 
toroanifesttheseaaibility  of  the  United  States  to 
whatever  concerns  the  prosperity  of  the  Amer- 
ican Hemisphere."  The  President  has  not  con- 
descended to  inform  as  of  tbe  oireumstancee 
which  induced  him  to  abandon  the  cautious  pol- 
icy which  he  first  adopted,  bnt  seems  to  pre- 
sume upon  some  sympathetic  movement  in  this 
body,  wbich  shall  induce  an  acquiescence  in  bia 
views  on  onr  part,  without  the  light  which  baa 
shed  its  influence  over  his  mind ;  and,  no  donbt, 
it  is  oomddered  as  an  extraordinary  circnmstance 
that  we  do  noL  also,  determine,  at  once,  to  man- 
ifest the  sensibility  of  the  United  States  to  what- 
ever concerns  the  prosperity  of  the  Americaa 
Hemisphere. 

This  body,  however,  is  not  in  the  habit,  and  I 
hope  never  will  be,  of  determining,  at  onM,  npon 
qneetions  of  doubtful  policy,  as  this  was  cer- 
tainly conaidered  to  be,  on  the  first  impresMon, 
by  the  President  himself.  Delil>eratioa  is  tbe 
pecnlinr  characteristic  of  tbe  Senate  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed States ;  snch  has  been  its  oharacter  hereto- 


We  are  not  governed  by  sodden  impnlsea— no 
course  pnrsued  within  or  withont  these  walls, 
can  force  ns  into  a  hasty  deoidon,  npon  this,  or 
any  other  important  measure. 

The  United  States  have,  at  all  times,  mani- 
fested tbe  ntmost  sensibility,  aa  to  what  concerns 
the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  those  of  South 
America,bybeing  the  first  to  acknowledge  their 
independence — by  sending  Ministers  to  theirre- 
spective  conrta,  and  by  adopting  treaties  with 
them  of  tbe  most  friendly  character,  upon  terms 
of  perfect  reciprocity.  We  shall,  no  donbtL 
keep  Ministers  at  their  coorta,  to  onltivate  and 
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prcaerro  the  most  fiiendlf  relations  between 
them  and  db;  to  go  &rtber  tban  thta,  will  lead 
to  emb&rrassmeDts — a  BjBtem  of  fraternization 

mnet  end  in  digeension,  • 

It  U  not  the  interest  of  tbese  Bepnblics  tliat 
we  sboold  embark  in  their  oanae,  and  inirelj 
there  ia  no  reason  for  their  embarking  in  onra; 
with  tbera,  there  is  a  aense  of  oommon  danger, 
which  alone  can  bind  and  keep  them  together. 
In  that  danger,  we  need  not,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  not  participate. 

It  was  long  after  theae  new  States  had  made 
their  arrengemente  for  holding  their  Otmgreos  at 
Panama,  before  they  thought  of  inviting  the 
United  States  to  take  v.aj  part  in  their  union, 
leagne,  and  confederation ;  nor  is  it  probable  it 
would  haTeoconrred  to  them  at  all,  bnt  for 
what  Hr.  Clay  calls,  "  the  memorable  pledge  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Btatea,  in  bis  mes- 
ea^  to  Congress  of  December,  1628,"  that  the 
alhed  powers  of  Enrope  ooald  not  extend  their 
political  sjstem  to  anj  portion  of  either  conti- 
nent of  America,  without  endangering  oar  hap- 
piness; that  we  conld  not  believe  that  onrSonth- 
em  brethren,  if  left  to  themselves,  wonld  adopt 
it  of  their  own  acoord ;  and  tiiBt  we  conld  not 
behold  si:ch  interposition,  in  any  form,  with  i 
indifference.  And  the  still  more  memorable 
pledge,  in  the  same  message  that  the  American 
oontinente  are,  henceforth,  not  to  be  considered 
as  Bul^eets  for  any  fdture  oolooiiation  hj  anj 
of  the  European  powers. 

As  to  the  first,  we  taaj  see  the  light  in  which 
it  'Was  viewed  bj  the  Qovemment  of  Mexico, 
when  they  called  npon  the  United  States  to  re* 
deem  this  pledge,b;  interfering  to  prevent,  what 
they  supposed  an  attempt  to  invade  Oaba,  by  a 
French  force  last  summer. 

If  these  new  Governments  snppose  we  are  to 
redeem  this  pledge,  any  farther  than  to  promote 
onr  own  views  in  preventing  a  change,  as  to 
the  possession  of  the  islands  of  Cnba  and  Porto 
Rico,  thej  deceive  themselves — and  it  is  very 
certain  they  have  deceived  themselves.  As  to 
the  other  pledge,  that  the  nations  of  Enrope 
aball  not  plant  colonies  oo  either  of  the  conti- 
nents of  North  or  South  America;  these  new 
States  ought  to  know,  that  the  President  had 
no  power  to  give  such  a  pledge.  K  the  powers 
of  Europe  possess,  by  right,  any  portion  of  either 
of  these  continents,  they  may  colonize  snch 
possessioDS,  and  this  Government  will  not  pre- 
vent ihem— the  pledge  of  the  late  Preddeot  to 
the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

These  pledges,  which  tlie  Senator  from  Loais- 
iana  (Mr.  JomreTos)  thinks  produced  an  elec- 
tric shock  io  Europe,  and  brought  the  Holy  Al- 
liance to  a  pause,  in  my  bumble  opinion  prodnoed 
but  littie  efieot,  except  to  induce  the  new  Re- 
pnblics  to  give  this  invitation  to  Join  the  Con- 
gress at  Panama,  and  will  prodnce  bnt  little 
effect,  except  to  embarrass  onr  Government 
hereafter. 

What  is  the  nature  and  character  of  the  Con- 
gress to  be  gasembled  at  Panama? 

It  isto  be  composed,  in  the  first  place,  of  Del- 


«atea,  teHei  Plenipotcntiarias,  from  five  n^ 
Mates,  formerly  Spanish,  and  bUU  claimed  by 
Spain  as  Colonies,  bat  whose  indmradenoe  hu 
been  acknowledged  by  the  United  States  and  by 
Great  Britwn.  From  the  novelty  of  their  stn- 
ation,  and  exposure  to  danger  from  bitemal  as 
well  as  eiteraal  enemies,  th^  have  thoo^it 
proper  to  strengthen  themselves  by  compacts  <^  . 
union,  lengne,  uid  oonfederatiim,  to  be  eonanm- 
mated  b^  thb  Coagreaast  Panama.  The  pow- 
enof  tlus  Congress  are  rwalated  by  the  treaties 
of  tmion,  league,  and  confederation  npMi  which 
it  is  fbunded— and  no  doubt,  Is  to  be  aa  lasting 
as  those  treaties  themselves. 

The  Congress  atPanama  will  be  broo^t  to- 
gether, and  can  only  be  kept  together,  by  a  Mnse 
of  common  danger  amongst  the  States  represent- 
ed ;  and,  in  all  particnl^  it  will  more  neariy 
resemble  the  Amphiotyonio  Council,  than  any 
other  assembly  we  read  of. 

This  Conncil  wss  fonnded  on  oompacta  at 
union,  leagne,  and  confederation,  among  the 
States  represented,  for  the  protection  of  their 
liberty  and  independence  against  poweiffal  ene- 
mies, who,  bnt  for  such  union,  woold  have  sub- 
jngated  tbem  in  detail.  It  was  inetitiited  prin- 
(upally  with  a  view  of  nniting  in  a  sacred  ngnd 
of  amity,  the  several  States  of  Greece  that  wwe 
admitted  into  it,  and  of  obliging  them,  by  tittt 
nnioD,  to  undertake  the  defence  of  each  other, 
and  to  be  mntuallv  vigilant  for  the  banqnitlity 
and  happiness  of  ue  ooontiT.  They  were,  also^ 
created  to  be  prolactors  of  Uie  Made  of  Belphos. 

The  powers  of  the  Ctxigress  at  Panama  have 
been  aocnrately  delineated  by  gentiemea  who 
have  preceded  me.  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  nxoe 
elicit  as  to  powera  which  are  denied  them. 

This  Congress  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  sov- 
ereign power— «B  by  the  treaties  on  which  it 
is  founded,  they  mast  in  nowise  iotermpt  the 
exercise  of  the  national  sovereignty  of  the  oon- 
trnctingparties;  nor  can  they  interfere,  in  what- 
ever re^rds  the  relations  of  the  States  repre- 
sented, with  foreign  nations.  There  will,  thrae- 
fore,  be  no  court  at  Panama  to  receive  UinistttS 
from  sovereign  States  or  powers.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  Deputies  to  be  sent  to  tliia 
Congress  by  the  new  States,  are  nowhere  called 
Envoys  orUinisters,  bnt  Renipotentiariea ;  the 
plenitude  of  their  power,  however,  is  limited  by 
treaties  to  speciflc  objects.  They  are  not  con- 
sidered in  the  character  of  Ministers  entitled  to 
protection  by  the  law  of  nations:  for  tl^  States 
respectively  have  taken  care  to  secure  to  th«r 
represmtatives  this  protection  by  express  treaty. 
No  provision,  however,  of  this  kind,  is  made  in 
behalf  of  the  Deputies  of  the  United  States,  and 
clothing  them  with  the  titles  of  Envoys  Eitra- 
ordinary  to  the  Assembly  of  American  nations 
at  Panama,  which  is  not  a  conrt  or  sovereign 
power,  will  not  ensure  to  them  the  protectjoo 
due  to  Ministers  under  the  law  of  nations.  BnL 
as  Colombia  has  Joined  in  the  invitation,  and 
as  Panama  is  within  ita  territories,  if  our  Min- 
isters shall  not  be  treated  with  the  hospitality 
due  to  their  characters  as  Deputiea — sad  more 
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thej  ar«  not  eatitled  to,  as  they  were  ODl;r  in- 
TitedasBnch — we  BhaUhftvejostcftnae  of  com- 
pluDt  against  that  QoTemmeDt,  aod  that  ia  all 
we  have  to  rely  upon  in  thia  partioolBr.  The 
OoDgresa  at  PanaintL  is  confloed  atrictjy  to  the 
Btdtea  formerlj  Spanish,  b;  all  the  treatiea  be- 
tween them,  for  boldiag  the  aame .  The  Presi- 
dent noDiinatea  oar  envoje  to  the  Oongreas  of 
Ai»«Tvnm  Tuttiont  at  Panama — which  would  em- 
brace the  United  States — a  name  which  it  will 
be  proper  to  asanme,  if  onr  Delegatce  take 
seats  in  this  Congress,  and  not  otherwise.  This 
proves  if  other  evidence  were  wantieg,  that  it 
IS  intended  our  Ministers  shall  take  their  seats 
in  this  Oongreas. 

Mr.  BurroH,  of  Mtasonri,  said  he  bad  not  ex- 
pected to  apeak  in  tbia  debate ;  and,  if  he  had 
spoken  among  the  first,  it  would  bare  been  on 
a  different  side  from  that  on  which  he  now  ap- 
peared. Before  I  bad  examined  this  qaestion, 
(sud  Mr.  B.,)  I  was  willing  to  have  voted  for  thia 
miadon,  sncb  as  I  saw  it  represented  to  be  in 
the  President's  message,  and  in  the  publications 
of  the  day.  Bat  time  and  reflection  have  done 
their  office.  The  report  of  onr  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  when  read  at  the  Secretary's 
table,  eet  me  tbinkiDK  and  the  anbseqaent 
etodj  of  the  report,  and  of  the  treaties  which 
create  this  Congress,  have  wronght  a  decided 
change  in  my  mind.  I  am  now  ready  to  Tote 
Bgainat  the  mission,  but  do  not  wish  to  vote 
npoQ  the  resolntion  reported  by  tlie  committee, 
becanse  a  vote  upon  that  will  not  express  my 
exact  opinion,  and  becanse  it  oontains  a  word, 
strictly  correct  I  admit,  bnt  calculated  to  lead 
undisciplined  minds,  in  this  age  of  loose  talking, 
to  an  erroneous  and  &Ise  condosion.  Thus,  I 
am  lud  under  a  sort  of  neceiuty  to  snbmit  an 
amendment.  The  snbmitting  of  tbis,  lays  me- 
ander an  absolute  necessity  of  ezpoaing  my  rea- 
•ona  for  doing  ao ;  and  the  exposition  of  these 
reasons  presents  me  as  a  speaker  in  a  case  in 
which  I  had  expected  to  act  no  other  part  than 
that  of  a  juror  in  his  box.  Bnt  the  Senate  need 
not  to  tie  alarmed.  Idonotpremeditateaapeecb 
of  formal  porta  against  them ;  for  it  is  no  time 
now  for  exordium  end  peroration.  In  this  last 
hour  of  a  long  debate,  nothing  can  be  tolerated 
bnt  a  struglitforward  argument  of  fiicU  and 
conclusions;  roasona  and  aathoritica.  The  po- 
liteness even  of  this  Senate  can  endure  no  more : 
and,  with  this  conception  of  my  dnty,  I  proceea 
immediately  to  the  discharge  of  it. 

The  Senate  is  called  upon,  as  the  constitutional 
adviser  of  the  President,  to  give  its  opinion  to 
him  npon  bis  proposition  to  send  Ministers  to 
the  Congress  of  the  Spanish  American  States 
assembled  upon  the  Isthmns  of  Panama. 

The  circnmstances  ont  of  which  this  proposi- 
tion has  grown,  as  disclosed  to  us  in  the  Pred- 
dent'scommnmoatlona,  are  these:  A  conditional 
invitatjon  to  send  representatives  to  this  Con- 
gress was  made  to  tins  GkiTernment  last  apring, 
and  conditionally  accepted  by  it  The  Hinistere 
of  Colomtoa  and  Hezioo,  two  ont  of  t^e  five 
powers  which   oompose  the   Congress,  made 


known  to  onr  Secretary  of  State,  ii 
oouvereatioQ,  the  wishes  of  their  Governments 
that  ihb  United  States  shoold  be  represented  in 
that  assembly  of  the  States  of  the  two  Amer- 
ioaa  ;  and  the  President,  npon  receiving  the 
Secretary's  report,  expressed  bis  willingness  to 
send  the  Bepreaentativea  requested,  npon  con- 
dition of  receiving  satisfactory  information  upon 
four  preliminary  points,  which  be  designated. 
Tbis  might  be  in  the  months  of  April  or  May 
last,  fbr  they  are  both  roring  months,  and  the 
tine  is  not  otherwise  inmoated  than  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  season.     The  aammer  then  passed 


of  winter,  the  month  of  November,  brought  up 
the  Ministers  agun,  reinforced  by  the  envoy 
irom  G-natemala,  with  an  invitation  in  form,  to 
send  the  Bepreeentatives  which  had  been  con- 
ditionally invited  in  the  spring,  and  without 
having  complied  with  the  oonditiona  stipulated 
for  by  the  President  This  took  place  on  the 
2d,  3d,  and  14th  of  November ;  and,  on  the  80th 
of  the  same  month,  six  days  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Senate,  the  President  accepted,  nncon- 
ditionaUy.  the  invitation  which  he  had  accepted 
on  condition  in  the  month'  of  April  or  May  pre> 
ceding,  and  without  a  compliance  with  his  own 
etipu^ted  terms,  or  an  eioose  for  a  non-com- 
pliance with  tliem.  The  annnal  message,  of  tiie 
6th  of  December,  made  known  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  the  fact  of  the  invitation,  of 
the  acceptance,  and  of  the  Preddent'a  intention 
to  commission  and  aend  furth  the  Ministers, 
The  annunciation  of  this  design  arrested  the 
public  attention,  set  people  to  thinking  and  to 
talking,  and  in  the  same  identical  time  in  which 
a  thousand  heads  were  at  work  to  make  "  r«con- 
ciliation  and  peae«  "  between  this  declared  in- 
tention of  the  President,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  coaatitution  of  his  country  on  the  otiier, 
another  message  waa  received  by  the  Senate  in 
secret  sitting,  in  which  the  President  directly 
and  nnequivocally  asserted  bis  "  constitntionu 
competency  "  to  institute  the  mia«on,  wilhont 
tlie  advice  and  consent  of  this  body. 
The  further  declaration,  in  the  same  mes- 

Xtbat  he  had  not  "thought  proper''^  to 
any  step  in  this  bnsinesa,  without  ascer- 
taining the  Senate's  opmion  of  its  _"  expedimr 
ey,"  expressed  upon  the  "  nominatiofo,"  con- 
tains no  qualification  of  the  asserted  right ;  and 
to  suppose  that  the  Senate  woold  not  take  the 
distinction  between  the  assertion  of  a  right, 
and  the  effect  of  a  condescending  temper, 
would  be  to  snpposo  them  intellectnally  in- 
competent te  pass  Judgment  upon  that  claim  to 
"  a>nilifuti»na2  comptUney,"  which  the  Freri- 
deat  had  ao  openly  and  boldly  set  up. 

The  character  of  the  Congress  itself,  whether 
diplomatio,  legislative,  judicial,  or  merely  "  ad- 
visory ;"  the  character  of  the  Representativea 
to  it,  whether  Ministers,  Deputies,  or  Judges ; 
the  anbjectfl  upon  which  they  are  to  deliberate; 
the  mode  of  acting,  whether  as  a  Connoll 
merely,  a  Congress  of  Deputies,  or  an  Assam- 
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Uf  of  diplomotio  UinisterB;  all  are  frnitfdl 
eonroes  of  inconsi  stent  and  contradictorj  opin- 
iona,  Fanning  fool  of  each  other,  aod  diffenng, 
more  or  ]esa,  from  the  treaties  whieh  would 
govern  and  control  alL  The  report  of  the 
oommittea  points  out  many  of  these  differ- 
ences ;  the  labor  of  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  have  detected  many  oUkers;  and 
enough  jet  remain  for  my  enumeration  to 
eihanst  jour  patience,  in  listening,  and  mj 
fltrensth,  in  detailing.  The  taak  willnotbenii- 
derta^en,  bnt  a  few  of  tbe  most  glaring  and 
prominent  differences,  omitted  bj  others,  will 
be  seized  upon  and  presented  bj  me.  flnt, 
nptHi  the  character  of  the  Congress.  The 
President  treats  it  as  &  diplomatic  aasemblj 
for  the  negotiation  of  treaties  in  tbe  ordinary 
form;  the  Colombian  Minister  ooiuiders  It  a 
Congress  which  is  to  "^  "  principles  aod  "  d«- 
termine  "  qnestions  of  national  law.  The  Mex- 
ican Minister  treats  it  as  a  Comu^  of  Var, 
which  is  to  give  the  greatest  effect  to  the  mili- 
tary operations  of  the  Confederates ;  the  Sena- 
tor from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Eobbins)  declarer 
it  to  be  a  mere  advising  Conncil,  withont  pow- 
er to  negotiate  a  treaty,  or  to  enforce  obedience 
to  ita  advice ;  and  the  Senator  from  Loniaiana 
(Mr.  JoDKaTOR)  looks  upon  it  as  a  Committee 
of  Public  Safety,  in  which  qneetiona  of  com- 
mon Interest  may  be  discnsaed,  bot  nothing  de- 
cided, nor  any  treaty  negotiated.  Next,  as  to 
the  snbiecta  of  dellberstjoa  in  the  Congreaa. 
Upon  this  point,  the  Kr^atest  discordance  pre- 
tmIs  in  the  enumeration  given  by  each.  The 
Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  <Mr.  Hatnz)  has 
dearly  exposed  these  inconsistent  and  oontra- 
dictory  oatalognee;  and  I  will  not  impair  the 
force  of  bis  statement  by  a  lame  and  imperfect 
recapitulation.  Then,  as  to  the  powers  of  the 
Ministers.  These  would  seem  to  result,  of 
oonrse,  from  the  snbjecta  npon  which  they  are 
to  act,  and  as  these  are  unknown,  so  are  the 
powers  undefined  and  nndefinable.  The  Minis- 
ters from  Colombia  and  Mexico  entreat  ua  to 
clothe  onr  envoys  with  "full  pcneri — ampU 
pcieen"  The  President  invests  our  envoys, 
and  presumes  the  envoys  of  the  other  States  to 
be  invested,  with  power  to  negotiate  treaties ; 
while  the  Senators  from  Bhode  Island  and 
Loniuaiu,  who  support  the  President,  utterly 
deny  any  such  authority  to  any  of  the  Minis- 
ters. Upon  the  organiEatiou  of  the  Congress, 
ita  mode  of  acting,  and  of  deciding  questions, 
there  is  no  contrariety,  because  no  mformation 
has  been  given,  or  opinions  expressed.  The 
Ministers  of  Colombia,  Mexico,  and  Guatemala, 
after  taking  from  May  till  November  to  answer 
the  President's  interrogatories,  return  him  no 
answer  npon  these  three  points,  nor  any  excuse 
for  not  doing  so.  I  refer  to  ail  these  contrarie- 
ties, at  this  time,  Mr.  President,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  them  to  be  erroneous — 
that  will  be  done  when  I  sliall  come  to  the 
analyds  of  the  treaties  themselves — but  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  ooNTiUKisn  itself  and 
of  proving,  by  thia  singe  fact,  the  truth  of  my 
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poeition,  that  we  are  without  "  soti^aetory  m- 
Jbrmatum,"  npon  the  character,  powers,  and 
duties  of  this  Congress.  Having  done  thi^^  I 
proceed  to  inquire : 

Is  tbis  information  necessary  to  us? 

The  affirmative  of  this  inqniry,  it  does  aeon 
to  me,  resolu  from  the  nature  of  the  thing 
which  we  are  required  to  do.  The  Pre^dent 
has  called  upon  us  for  advice ;  the  oonatitntion 
makes  it  our  da^  to  give  it.  But,  to  ^ve  it  in 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  we  must  first  be 
Informed  onrselves  opon  all  the  oircnmstances 
of  the  case  concerning  which  the  advice  ia  re- 
quired. This  is  the  natural  course  and  order 
of  tilings,  even  in  the  ordinary  &ansactions  of 
Ufe.  Ko  prudent  man  ^vea  advice  to  his 
neighbor,  withont  first  ac<juiring  exact  informa- 
tion of  tiiat  neighbor's  situation.  No  honest 
lawyer  will  give  advice  to  his  client  withont 
the  exercise  of  a  Uke  precaution.  And  shall 
we,  the  Senators  of  the  United  Statea,  required 
by  the  oonstitutiou  te  be  thirty  years  of  aga 
to  ensure  onr  arrival  at  yeare  of  discretion,  ani 
vested  with  a  tenure  in  office  longer,  by  one- 
third,  than  that  of  the  President,  to  inspire  na 
with  independence — shall  we,  the  Senators  of 
fonr-and-twenty  States — act  without  discretion 
and  withont  independence,  in  giving  advice 
upon  the  affurs  of  ten  millions  of  people) 
Reason  woold  say,  no  I  But  we  are  not  iefl  ta 
reason  and  argument,  even  upon  a  point  so 

El^n.  Ve  have  authority,  and  that  of  the 
ighest  order,  for  insisting  on  the  justice  and 
reasonableness  of  onr  request  It  is  the  au- 
thority of  the  President  himself  acting  npon 
the  identical  case  now  before  na,  and  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate  by  himself  in  his  confiden- 
tial message  of  December  28th. 

[Here  Mi.  B.  read  a  passage  from  Mr.  ClaVs 
report^  in  which  the  Secretary  informs  the 
Ministers  from  Colombia  and  Mexico,  that  the 
President  held  it  to  be  "  necessary,  before  "  he 
oould  accept  the  invitation  to  send  Representa- 
tives to  Panama,  to  arrange  "several  prelinu- 
nary  pointa,  snoh  as  the  subjects  to  which  tbe 
attention  of  the  Congress  would  be  directed, 
the  substance  and  form  of  the  powers  to  be 
given  to  tbe  respective  Representatives,  tbe 
mode  of  organizing  the  Congress,  and  ite  mode 
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Compare  the  terms  of  my  amendment,  Mr. 
President,  with  tbe  terms  of  the  report  jost 
read,  and  yon  will  find  them  to  be  identically 
the  same,  to  a  word,  and  even  to  a  letter.  Oa« 
is  a  fao-simile  of  the  other.  My  amendment  is 
a  mere  re-occupation  of  the  gronnd  which  tlis 
President  took,  as  I  conceive,  with  judgment, 
in  May,  and  which  he  abandoned,  withont  any 
reason  that  he  has  seen  fit  to  assign  to  the  Sen- 
ate, in  November  fallowing;  and  I  must  be 
permitted  to  argue,  that  the  same  "  iat^faet«rif 
ii\formatuM  "  which  was  necessary  to  him,  bi- 
fore  he  would  accept  the  invitation  to  send 
Ministers,  is  equally  necessary. to  the  Senate^ 
before  it  can  advise  liim  to  send  them. 

But,  sir,  we  are  placed  in  a  stiwb     The 


,  CocH^lc 


ItutcH,  1836.] 

President  exacts  OTir  adTioe,  and  refluee  na  far- 
ther informBtion.  The  gentlemea  in  support 
of  the  Admimstration,  back  the  President  In 
this  conrae  of  condact,  ftnd  even  deny  ns  the 
short  respite  of  an  a^joumment.  We  ore  in 
the  condition  of  a  pettj  Jni7  in  a  case  of  homi- 
cide or  larcenj,  looked  up,  air,  night  and  A»j, 
restricted  to  the  enjoyment  of  candle  and 
water,  and  not  permitted  to  separate  nntil  the 
verdict  shall  be  rendered.  This  la  a  new  waj 
of  getting  advice  from  the  Senate.  The  oldeet 
members  aaj  they  never  saw  the  like  of  it  be- 
fore, not  even  dnring  the  war,  when  the  dan- 
fters  of  the  oonntrj  required  the  most  ardaona 
sittings ;  but,  after  what  we  have  eeen,  we  are 
aHprepared  for  any  extremity. 

The  fact  being  established,  that  the  Senate 
has  not  satisfactory  information  npon  which  to 
act,  and  being  nevertheless  forced  to  act,  T 
shall  proceed  to  examine  what  we  have  got, 
and  prove  from  this  that  the  United  States 
onght  not  to  entangle  itself  with  the  Oongrees 
of  the  confederated  States  of  Spanish  America. 

The  most  innocent  character  in  wluch  this 
Congress  has  been  presented  to  oa,  ia  that  for 
which  we  are  indebted  to  the  ingenioaa  speech 
of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Isluid  (Mr.  Rob- 
Bnre)-^hat  of  a  mere  advising  OonnciL  Taken 
in  that  sense,  and  it  is  a  Oonncil  of  War,  delib- 
eratmg  upon  the  plan  of  a  canrowgn — meditat- 
ing the  invafflona  of  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  the 
Philippine  Islands,  and  the  Canaries.  Its  ea- 
aentiol  character  is  belligerent,  and  to  go  into 
It  aa  an  "  atioeiate,*'  is  to  partake  of  that  char- 
aoter.  I  take  a  distinction  between  going,  in 
the  ordinary  diplomatic  form,  to  the  eovereign- 
-^  of  a  oonntry  which  ia  at  war  with  another, 
and  going  into  a  Council  of  War  for  directing 
military  operations,  anch  as  this  ia.  The  one 
may  be  consistent  with  the  nentral  position, 
tbe  other  ia  utterly  incompatible  with  it.  Gen- 
tlemen betray  thmr  sensibility  to  this  fact, 
when  they  allege,  in  mitigation  of  onr  conduct, 
that  we  gt>  to  dissaade  the  Confederates  from 
Invading  tbe  possessions  of  Spain.  It,  in  real- 
ity, they  go  for  that  porpose,  they  will  be  veiy 
tmweleome  connsellors  to  those  who  are  deter- 
mined upon  that  invaaon,  and  who  are  collect- 
ing all  possible  means  to  glre  it  the  greatest 
possible  effect.  And  Spain — what  will  she  say 
to  onr  excoaes  and  apologies!  She  may  disbe- 
lieve them,  and,  in  lliat  case,  ^e  will  couuder 
us  as  the  "oMoeiaU"  of  her  enemy;  or,  ahe 
may  affect  to  credit  them,  and  make  them  the 
oetensible  groundwork  c^  a  gracions  sot  of 
amnesty  and  c^livion  of  onr  offence.  They 
cannot  be  received  in  justification :  for  asaoci- 
fttea  in  any  iltegat  purpose  are  guilty  in  equal 
degrees,  without  regard  to  the  particular  part 
which  each  may  have  acted.  A  plea,  that  part 
of  the  associates  did  not  concur  in  the  criminal 
act,  rises  no  higher  than  to  establish  a  clum 
'for  pardon — a  clwm  which,  the  8«iator  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Exnra)  has  shown  you,  a 
king  of  Qreat  Britain  refused  to  recognize  in  a 
Peer  of  the  realm. 
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The  advising  power  Sa  a  high  one.  It  cannot 
be  assumed  by  nations  or  individuals.  Be- 
tween them,  consent  alone  can  give  it ;  between 
jbnctionariee,  the  law  alone  can  confer  it ;  boL 
wherever  it  is  ^ven  by  consent,  or  conferred 
by  law,  a  high  moral  and  honorary  obligation 
is  oontraoted  by  all  the  parties  concerned,  to 
conform  to  snt^  advice.  Nothing  but  fraud, 
imposition,  or  change  of  aircumatances,  can 
Justii^  a  want  of  conformity;  all  of  which  are 
groonds  of  extreme  delicacy  to  be  assnmed  be- 
tween nations,  and  yet  the  only  onee  which  the 
dissentient  party  can  plead  with  honor.  If  we 
go  into  council  with  these  nations,  we  must 
either  follow  the  advice  ^ven,  or  reject  it.  If 
we  follow  it,  then  the  free  deliberations  of  our 
Congress  here  are  trammelled  and  controlled 
by  the  Congress  at  Panama.  If  we  r^ect  it, 
we  mnst  eimer  dissent  in  alence,  and  incur  the 
imputation  of  perfidy,  or  come  out  with  rea- 
sons which  may  impeach  the  honor  of  onr  as- 
sociates, and  draw  upon  us  tlie  serious  ciHise- 
?nences  of  their  resentment.  Upon  this  aub- 
ect,  we  already  have  some  experience  with 
one  of  these  powers.  A  convention  for  tho 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade  was  negotiated 
wiw  Colombia  in  182S,  sent  home  for  ratifica- 
tion, and  rejected  by  the  Senate  in  the  nndia- 
puted  exerdse  of  ita  constitutional  power. 
Yet,  Colombia  ia  diasatisfied  at  this  rejection. 
Her  Minister  here  has  adverted  to  it  in  terms 
which  cannot  be  misunderstood,  and  has  even 
proposed  it  for  the  consultation  and  advice  of 
the  Congress  at  Panama  !  The  decisions  of  the 
American  Senate  to  be  overhauled  by  the  Con- 
gress at  Panama  I  *  Snppose  we  agree  to  thia 
pr<n>osition.  The  result  is  easily  foreseen.  The 
decision  will  go  against  ns,  five  to  one.  Then 
we  must  sabmit;  the  American  Senate  must 
conform;  th^  resentment  of  the  Confederate 
powere  will  be  held  up  to  alarm  ns ;  and  if  we 
do  not  yield  to  that  argument,  the  efi^t  of  the 
resentment  itself  will  surely  be  incurred. 

Tbe  maxims  of  prudence  are  the  some  among 
individuals  and  nations.  Neither  con  become 
too  intimate  with  the  other,  without  danger  of 
breaking  op  all  friendship  between  them.  Tbe 
sweetest  wme  makes  the  aonrest  vinegar ;  the 
beat  of  friends  become  tbe  worst  of  enemies ! 
No  feuds  so  bitter  as  those  of  flunilies;  no 
oanse  of  quarrelling  so  common  oa  intimacy 
over-mnchl  No  peacemaker  half  so  powerAu 
as  distance,  independence,  and  complete  aepa- 
ration  of  interests  1  and,  to  my  mind,  there  is 
infinitely  more  danger  of  making  enemies  than 
there  is  chanoe  for  gaming  friends,  in  this  pro. 
jectibr  going  into  thb  "  adntinfi  eovneil,  to 
mix  np  our  offlurs  with  those  of  half  a  dozen 
foreign  nations. 

I  say,  Mr.  President,  the  advising  power  is  a 
high  one :  it  ia  little  less  than  a  power  to  coTt- 
trol  and  govern  the  event    The  President  has 
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no  power  to  ad-nae  thU  OongrcM ;  he  can  only 
recommend ;  and,  little  as  a  recommendation 
W6a  intended  to  influence  our  deliberations,  we 
all  know  and  aee  its  potent  and  almost  irresisti- 
bla  effect.  Slisll  we  take  advice,  then,  fVom 
abroad  ?  Maj  tbe  President  go  abroad  for  that 
advice  which  ha  cannot  ohtun  from  tliia  Ben- 
ate — hie  constitntional  advisers — and  then  de- 
liver it  to  this  CongreBS,  with  the  option,  on 
OUT  part,  of  following  this  foreign  advice,  or  of 
Incnning  the  reeentment  of  all  these  powers, 
in  addition  to  his  own,  if  we  do  not  act  aa  de- 
sired I  The  States  of  this  Cnion  have  a  right 
to  send  OS  their  opinions ;  bnt  have  we  a  right 
b>  send  Ministers  abroad  to  get  other  opinions 
to  overrule^  or  even  to  oonflrm  (Amr  instrao- 
tdonst 

Bnt  Mr.  Prewdent,  this  Is  a  cooncil  for 
something  more  than  consnltation  and  advice : 
it  is  for  deliberation  and  action ;  it  is  a  cooncil 
in  the  sense  of  the  Ampbjdjonic — that  conn- 
cil  which  Bolivar  had  in  his  eye  when  he  de- 
clared that  the  hthmii*  of  Panama  would  be- 
come more  celebrated  in  history  than  that  of 
Corinth.  The  only  place  in  the  treaties  in 
which  the  Congress  is  mentioned  as  a  oonncil, 
annoaDces  it  to  be  a  tribunal  for  the  decision  of 
qnestlons  in  the  last  resort,  and  without  the 
power  of  qipeal.  It  is  to  be  an.  ariilrator 
of  differences  among  the  States ;  an  interpreter 
of  their  treaties ;  a  ralh/ing  point  in  common 
dangers ;  a  e&uneil  in  great  events ;  a  council 
of  war  in  time  of  war — of  peace,  in  time  of 
peace.  What  else  can  this  imply,  bnt  a  power 
to  decide,  and  to  enforce  ooediencet  The 
power  to  enforce  the  decision  resolts  from  the 
right  to  decide.  So  sud  the  Federali*t,  speak- 
ing of  onr  Congress  of  1778.  Bnt  onr  Con- 
gress was  restrdned  from  pntting  refractory 
States  to  the  Ban,  bccanse  it  was  limited  to  the 
exercise  of  powers  "  expreuly  "  granted.  This 
restriction  npon  the  exercise  of  a  power  result- 
ing from  the  nature  of  the  Confederation,  and 
held  br  some  to  be  necessary  to  ita  preserva- 
tion, {Qentral  EinnUUm,  in  the  Ftd»rali»t,)  was 
given  as  the  illnatration  of  the  necessity  of 
omitting  the  words  "xzpbzsslt  delegated"  in 
onr  constitution.  The  treaties  of  the  Speniah 
American  States  contain  no  each  restriction, 
and  the  Ban  of  the  Confederates  will  be  as 
natsrsUy  resorted  to  by  the  m^ority  in  the 
Panama  Congress,  as  it  always  nas  been  by 
the  majority  m  the  Diet  of  Ratisbon  or  Frank- 
fort 

Keeping  steadily  in  view  the  double  aspect 
nnder  which  this  Congress  has  been  presented 
to  us,  we  have  next  lo  inquire,  whether  it  con- 
Btitnt«s  a  "  Diplomatic  Assembly  "  with  power 
to  negotiate  treaties  in  the  ordinary  form? 
The  President,  in  his  Message,  eridentiy  holds 
the  affirmative  of  this  inquiry :  the  two  Sena- 
tors who  support  him  wiu  their  voice  on  this 
floor  (Uessre.  Bobbins,  of  Bhode  Island,  and 
JoHNeTO?r,  of  Lonisiana)  muntain  the  negative. 
These  gentiemen  call  it,  sometimes,  a  Diplo- 
matic Assembly,  bnt  deny  ita  power  to  ne^fo- . 
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tiate  a  treaty.  Strange  diplomatists,  indeed, 
who  cannot  do  the  (mly  thing  which  confers 
ihe  titie  of  diplomatic  I  For  complimentary 
embassies  are  unlcnown  to  these  United  Statee- 
they  belong  to  the  crowned  heads  of  the  Old 
World;  ana  with  us,  the  power  to  negotiate 
treaties  is  the  essential  and  indispensable  attri- 
bute of  the  diplomatic  character.  I  hold  these 
gentlemen  to  be  in  error  npon  this  point,  nod 
the  President  also.  The  respect  which  \  owe 
to  him  and  to  them  requires  me  to  state  the 
sronnds  of  their  opinions  with  all  possible  can- 
dor, and  to  advance  my  own  argnments  in  op- 
porition,  with  all  the  diffidenc«  which  is  com- 
patible with  a  firm  reliance  upon  their  trnth. 

Thos  It  is  shown,  Ur.  Pre^dent,  that  D^bh- 
tiet  in  Spain  freqnenUy  wore  the  titie  of  .Am- 
boModort,  without  having  any  pretension  to 
diplomatic  character ;  that  Minittere  to  Con- 
gresses might  be  nothing  but  Hepatiet,  or  viM 
vena ;  that  the  name  of  Minitter  would  add 

ithing  to  the  Deputy,  nor  the  name  of  DepV' 


States,  in  giving  the  name  of  PUnipottntiariet 
to  their  Deputiet,  were  acting  upon  a  usage 
with  which  they  were  familiar  in  Old  Spain ; 
and  I  will  very  soon  show  you,  that  in  giving 
this  name,  they  neither  gave,  nor  intenited  to 
give,  diplomatio  functions  or  character. 

For  this  purpose  I  take  np  the  second  of  the 
articles  which  I  have  read,  article  ISth  of  the 
treaty  last  referred  to.  This  article  stipnlatee 
for  the  rights  of  hospitality,  and  for  the  invio- 
lability of  person  due  to  the  character  of  Am- 
bassadors. Now,  sir,  why  stipulate  for  am- 
bassadorial privileges  if  the;  were  already  pos- 
stasedf  Ajid  if  these  Plenipotentiaries  are 
Ambassadors,  they  have  all  the  privileges  of 
the  'character,  without  the  o£Bcions  help  of 
treaty  etipolations.  They  derive  them  &(Hn 
the  law  of  nations,  which  covers  with  die 
rights,  privileges,  and  immonities  of  the  diplo- 
matic character,  every  Uinister,  the  instant 
Uiat  he  is  appointed,  jost  as  readily  and  as  nat- 
urally as  the  municipial  law  throws  its  protec- 
tion over  every  child  the  instant  it  is  born. 
To  suppose  that  a  treaty  stipulation  would  be 
necessary  in  one  case,  would  be  just  as  absurd 
as  to  suppose  that  a  special  act  of  assembly 
would  be  wanting  in  the  other.  Why  then 
these  treaty  stipulat^ns?  I  answer,  because 
inviolability  of  person  is  necessary  to  all  l^is- 
lators,  to  enable  them  to  do  the  public  busi- 
ness. We  have  it  ourselves,  not  under  the  law 
of  nations,  bat  under  an  article  in  the  Fed^al 
Constitntion.  The  members  of  Congress  in 
Colombia,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  and  the  other 
Federate  States,  have  it  likewise,  and  in  like 
manner,  under  articles  in  the  constitutions  of 
their  respective  countries.  Why  then  Has 
treaty  stipulation  in  behalf  of  these  gentlemen 
at  Panama?  Because,  exemption  frtim  arrest 
and  imprisonment  was  necessary  to  the  fre« 
and  regular  transaction  of  their  bnainese,  and 
their  official  character  being  unknown  to  tfa» 
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coiistitalion  of  their  respective  coantries,  or  to 
tlie  lavr  of  nations,  a  trestj  stipnlatioii  became 
necesatirj  in  their  behalf;  and  the  inviolability 
of  the  ambassadorial  character  was  adopted  aa 
ft  oritarion,  becaoM  it  presented  tbe  twofold 
advantage  of  turniBhinK  an  adequate  measure 
of  protection,  and  a  role  of  measoremeDt  known 
to  all  the  partiea. 

How  will  gentlemen  escape  fhnn  tbis  diffi- 
caltj)  The  facts  are  undeniable,  and  the  coa- 
clunoRS  irresistible.  It  will  not  do  tA  set 
down  these  treatf-stipolations  to  the  aocooct 
of  Spanish  Amerioon  ignorance.  The  writ- 
ings, proclamations,  and  State  papers  of  the 
new  powers,  place  them  above  the  reach  of 
each  an  inainnation.  Besides,  they  have  given 
US  practical  proof  that  they  know  Just  as  well 
when  treaty  stipulations  are  omieceBBary,  as 
when  they  ore  not  They  have  Ministers  now 
bere,  no  leas  than  tliree  of  them,  and  no 
treaties  with  ns  for  the  rights  of  hospitality  or 
for  the  protection  of  their  persona.  I  ''^^^^ 
it,  sir,  Uie  conclusion  la  irresistible  I  They 
Iiave  protected  their  Plenipotentiaries  at  Pana- 
na  with  treaty  stipulations,  because  they  are 
not  a  diplomatic  oody,  and  not  eutiUed  to 
diplomatic  privil^ies  under  the  law  of  nations ; 
and  they  have  not  protected  them  by  like  stip- 
ulations at  this  place,  oecauae  they  bear  the 
diplomatic  character,  and  are  protected  by  the 
law  of  nations. 

This  ia  decisive ;  I  challenge  gentlemen  to 
meet  it ;  bnt  a  further  view  yet  remains  to  be 
taken.  These  confederates  stipulate  for  Iet»  In 
'behalf  of  their  Henipotentiaries,  than  public 
Ministers  receive  witiiout  stipnlation.  They 
Btipolate  for  nothing  but  hospitality  and  invio- 
lability for  the  persons  of  their  PlenipotentiS' 
riea ;  whereas,  nnder  the  law  of  nations,  this 
inviolability  extends  to  the  Minister's  wife,  his 
children,  and  his  servants ;  to  his  house  and  his 
coachea  ■  it  makes  him  independent  of  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  country,  both  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, in  which  he  rendes ;  in  fine,  it  gives  him 
tlie  privily  of  diplomatic  ei-t«rritoriality, 
and  thns  makes  him,  in  legal  contemplation, 
»ut  of  the  oountrir  in  which  he  ia,  and  in  the 
country  ftom  which  he  «ame.  What  an  im- 
measurable ^stance  between  these  rights  and 
s,  and  a  c^im  for  food  and  bodily  pro- 
1  this  miserable  modicum  of 
ambssaodorial  privilege  ia  limited  in  its  appli- 
cation to  the  puticnlar  spot  in  which  the  Plen- 
ipotentiory  Oongress  may  chance  to  sit  fbr  the 
time  being.  While  at  Panama,  Colombia  is  to 
give  it  to  them.  If  forced  by  the  current  of 
events  to  remove  to  Goatemala,  or  to  Mesloo 
Colombia  is  released  from  her  obligation,  and 
these  Stotea  aasume  it.  But  ICniatera,  with 
diplomatio  oharacter  and  privilege,  are  not 
oiuy  protected  in  the  oomitry  to  which  they 
ore  sent,  but  in  every  country  through  wbiui 
they  pass.  The  sovereign,  indeed,  to  whom 
tbey  go,  ia  under  a  more  particular  obligation 
to  respect  and  protect  them ;  but  they  are  en- 
titled everywhere  to  the  rights  of  hospitality, 


privilegea^uM 
tection.    Yet 


and  to  an  entire  exemption  teatn  bodily  hurt  or 
harm.  If  iigured  or  murdered  in  such  paa- 
Boge,  the  outrage  ceases  to  be  an  offence  agamst 
the  mnnicipal  law  of  the  country ;  it  swells 
into  a  crime  against  the  law  of  nations ;  it  be- 
comes a  iuatiSsble  oanse  fbr  war;  uid  iLe 
whole  clvuized  world  are  bonnd  to  a 


examples,  to  illustrate  the  truth  and  force  td 
what  he  advanced.  He  mentioned  the  case  of 
the  ambassadors  of  Francis  I.  to  Venice  and 
Constantinople,  who  were  flasassinated  on  the 
river  Po  by  the  orders  of  the  Governor  of  Mi- 
lan, acting  nnder  the  countenance  of  the  Em- 
peror  Oharlea  V. ;  and  that  of  the  French  Am- 
baaaadoro,  in  the  time  of  tiie  Directory,  return- 
ing from  tiie  Congress  of  RastAdt,  and  waylaid 
on  the  road  by  a  detachment  of  Austrian  hus- 
sars, pulled  out  of  their  carriages,  and  cat  to 
pieces  with  sabres,  in  the  arms  of  their  wives. 
The  first  of  these  events,  he  said,  hod  given 
new  allies  to  Francis  in  his  wars  with  the  Em- 
peror ;  and  the  second  had  arretted  the  current 
of  public  indignation,  counterpoised  the  crimes 
of  the  Revolntion,  and,  for  a  while,  tnmed  tite 
^mpathies  of  the  civilized  woHd  in  favor  of 
those  who  were  themselves  red  with  the  blood 
of  the  human  race.  Bnt  he  did  not  mention 
these  examples  from  any  apprehension  that  our 
gentlemen  of  Panama  would  i)e  murdered  on 
the  way,  bnt  to  show  the  immeaBurable  differ- 
ence between  Uioisters  invested  with  diplo- 
matic privilege,  and  these  Plenipotentiaries 
with  their  treaty-stipulation  for  food  and  bodi- 
ly protection.] 

Having  made  good  this  point,  Mr.  Preddent 
— having  shown,  upon  indisputable  fkcta,  clear 
reason,  and  undeniable  authority,  that  this 
Congress  at  Panama  ia  not  a  Diphtnatie  A»- 
temSty  for  Ihe  ntgoUation  of  VreaUa — I  will 
proceed,  without  now  atopping  to  show  what 
it  really  is,  to  the  great  constitutional  qneetion, 
which  results  from  this  position — tbe  compe- 
tency, not  of  the  President  alone,  bnt  of  the 
President  and  Senate  united,  to  send  Envoys 
Extraordinary,  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary, 
to  Buch  an  assemblage. 

The  power  of  the  President  and  Senate  to 
send  tuniaters  abroad,  is  derived  ftom  the  3d 
section  of  article  2d  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.    The  section  is  in  these  words ; 

"  The  Fiesldsnt  sboll  nonunste,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 
point, AmbuMdoiB,  other  public  Hhuiters,  Con- 

The  Ambassadors  and  Ministers  here  intend- 
ed, are  such  only  as  are  known  to  the  law  of 
nations.  Their  names,  grades,  right^  privi- 
leges, and  immunities,  are  perfectly  denned  in 
the  boots  which  treat  of  them,  and  were  thor- 
oughly understood  by  the  framers  of  our  con- 
stitution. They  are,  AmbasaadorB— Envoys 
— Envoys  Extraordinary— Ministera— Ministers 
Plenipotentiary— Ministara  ResideuL 
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The  honors  dne  to  each  of  these  orders  of 
Itnblio  UiDiBtera,  difibr  with  their  respective 
ranks  and  decrees ;  bnt  the  essential  character 
of  each  is  the  same,  and  the  rights  of  all  are 
equal.  In  the  Jtrtt  place,  they  must  all  be  ac- 
credited from  sovereign  to  sovereign.  So  say 
Hil  the  books,  irithont  a  solitary  exception.  In 
the  nect  place,  they  all  poasesa  the  diplomatio 
privilege  of  ex-territoriality ;  and  this  mclndes 
exemption  from  the  payment  of  duties,  exemp- 
tion from  local  jurisdiction,  and  the  right  of 
Lnviolsbihty  for  themselves  and  families,  tiie 
hooses  in  which  they  live,  ssd  the  carriagee  in 
which  they  ride.  In  the  third  i>!ace,  they  de- 
rive all  this  from  the  law  of  nations ;  no  part 
of  it  fh>m  treaties  sod  ooaventions.  In  the 
fourth  place,  they  nsnally  carry  letters  of  ore- 
dence,  always  letters  patent,  containing  foil 
powers,  which  are  to  be  exchanged  witli  those 
of  the  Ministers  who  may  treat  with  them ; 
tmA,  finally,  they  are  governed  by  instraotions, 
and  send  home  the  tr^ties  they  sign  for  ratifl- 
oation  or  rqection. 

Now,  let  UB  try  oar  intended  Ministers  by 
these  tests.  Let  as  see  whether  they  poasess 
the  attribatAS,  the  characteristics,  and  tke  es- 
sential features  ofMinUttn,  sach  as  are  known 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  the  oonstitvtion 
of  this  Oonfederation.  Are  they  to  be  sent 
from  sovereign  to  soverdgn )  No,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent I  They  go  to  an  "  advieory  council,"  a 
"  committee  of  pohlic  safety."  They  set  ont, 
indeed,  from  a  sovereign ;  bat,  instead  of  mov- 
ing open  a  horizontal  line,  npon  that  elevat«d 
level  which  knows  no  descent,  they  mn  down 
an  inclined  plane,  and  land  themselves  in  a 
Congress  of  Bepnties*  apon  the  Isthmos  of 
Panama.  Have  they  the  rights,  privileees,  and 
immnnitieH,  of  pnblic  Ministers f  Far  from  it: 
for,  after  yielding  to  them  all  that  their  fellow- 
depnties,  feUow-connsellors,  or  fellow-commit- 
tee-men (as  the  case  may  be)  can  take,  they 
will  still  have  nothing  hut  the  rights  of  hospt- 
tality,  and  of  personal  inviolability.  Have 
they  even  this  under  the  law  of  nations  ?  Not 
at  all :  bnt  under  certain  treaties,  to  which  we 
are  not  parties,  and  which  can  only  inclnde  onr 
Ministers  by  help  of  a  most  liberol  constmo- 
tion.  Will  they  carry  letters  of  credence!  I 
presume  not:  for  they  will  find  no  sovereign 
powers  on  the  isthmna  to  whom  to  deliver 
them.  Will  they  exchange  full  powers  with 
fhe  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  other  powers  t  I 
should  thinb  not :  for  these  Plenipotentiaries 
will  be  acting  under  treaties,  and  our  Ministers 
under  a  constitution  and  the  law  of  nations. 
Will  they  negotiate  treaties,  and  send  them 
home  for  r^ection  or  ratification  t  I  maiutdn 
that  they  will  not ;  all  the  Senators  who  have 
spoken  before  me,  both  friends  and  foes  to  the 
mission,  agree  with  me  that  they  will  not ;  I 
maintam  that  they  wiil  not,  and  cannot ;  the 
President  alone  seems  to  think  otherwise; 
probably  because  he  has  not  had  time  to  study 

•  "  ComiTLTATiTa  CanMCiL.'— UcMiga  to  tlu  Uonia  of 

BeprMeDtatiTeB.  • 


the  treaties  as  we  have  done.  Bnt  the  fact  is 
remarkable,  that  no  gentleman  aptrn  this  floor, 
fiiend  or  foe  to  the  measure,  snworts  him  in 
that  opinion ;  and  I  feel  myself  jnstdfled  in 
dwelling  npon  the  ciroamstance,  and  pointing 
it  out  to  the  renewed  and  continoed  attenliiMk 
of  the  Senate. 


tribute  of  the  character.  Spite  of  the  i 
which  are  imposed  npon  them,  they  tnm  out  to 
be  a  sort  of  Depnties  with  taU  powers  for  un- 
definable  objects.  They  are  unknown  to  the 
law  of  nations,  onknown  to  our  constitatitai  i 
and  the  combined  powers  of  the  Federal 
Government  are  incompetent  to  create  them. 
Nothing  less  than  an  or^nal  act,  fr<Hn  the 
people  of  the  Btates,  in  their  sovereign  capaci- 
ty, IS  eqaal  to  the  task.  Had  these  gentlemot 
been  nominated  to  us  as  Bbpcths  to  a  Cov- 
OBBss,  would  not  the  nominations  have  been 
instanUy  and  unanimously  r^ected  !  And  shall 
their  fate  be  different  under  a  different  name  ? 
The  delicacy  of  this  pontion  was  seen  and  felt 
by  the  Administration.  The  terms  "  Bepnty," 
and  "  Oommissioner,"  were  nsed  in  the  officiid 
correspondence  up  to  nearthe  date  of  the  nom- 
ination, bnt  as  these  names  ooold  not  pass  the 
Senate,  a  resort  to  others  became  indispenaa- 
Ue,  T1i«  invitations  and  acceptance  were  in 
express  terms,  for  "D^ulUi  and  StpreteiUa- 
tnet  to  a  CmiaBEae."  The  nominations  to  the 
Senate  are  wholly  different. 

[Mr.  R  hen  eaUed  /or  ti»  reading  tjf  U< 
TUnntTuittMW.] 

The  Secretary  read — 
"7blA<SnM(io/M*  JJnH*iBio^i 

>'  W^iSBiHOTOH,  SSth  Dec,  less. 

"  In  centidence  that  these  sentiments  will  meet 
the  apprafaaticn  of  the  Senate,  I  NOHHf  ate  Richard 
C.  Andtrion,  of  Kentucky,  and  John  Saytaniy  of 
Pennsylraiua,  to  be  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
Uiniaten  Plenipotentiary  to  ttiejliian&jy  o/'^^nur*- 
can  NiTioMS  at  Panmna,  and  WiUiaa  B.  AicAcibr, 
of  New  Torii,  tu  be  Secretary  to  the  HissioD. 

"  JOHN  QDINCT  ADAMS." 

Assembly  of  American  national  Is  this  th« 
fact!  Are  the  nations  there!  I  do  not  mean 
to  inquire^  Mr.  President,  whether  the  men^ 
women,  and  ehildren,  who  compose  the  B»- 
publics  of  Golombia,  Qnatenula,  Mexico,  Gia&, 
and  Peru,  have  oellected  themselves  in  maseca 
upon  the  Isthmus  of  Panama — that,  sir,  would 
be  a  vile  and  contemptible  play  npon  words ; 
hut  I  do  mean  to  inqaire,  and,  "  iheie  eerementt 
beiruf  &ur*t,"  I  do  mean  to  ge  before  the  Amer- 
ican people  for  tiie  answer,  whether  the  sov- 
ereignty of  these  aations,  in  fact,  or  by  repre- 
sentation, ia  at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama!  For, 
unless-  it  i»  so  present,  the  institution  of  this 
mission  is,  and  must  be,  a  breach  of  our  consti- 
tntion. 

Is,  then,  the  soverdguty  of  these  nationa 
preaent  In  fact  t  I  answer,  it  is  not— 4he  tUng 
IS  impossible :  for  these  Stateo-are  S^rabUoon, 
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and  Bepablioa  are  inoqiable  of  ezercisiiig  the 
right  of  BOTSTeign  ex-tenitoriality.  That  qual- 
ity belongs  alone  to  kings  and  emperors,  vho 
bear  about  with  them,  whitheraoever  they  go, 
the  Bovereigntj  of  their  respoctiTo  empires, 
HiiuBt«ra  can  be  accredited  to  the  sovereignty 
of  a  State,  wheresoever  it  may  be ;  and,  henee 
the  resort,  in  this  nomination,  to  the  word  no- 
tioTu.  They  can  be  accredited  to  nothing  be- 
low the  sovereignty,  and  hence  the  necessity  of 


to  tJie  ffongreM  wonld  have  been  void,  t[pon  ita 
bce-'the  Joarnal  woold  have  shown  it;  and, 
peradventare,  we,  the  people,  might  have  got 
it  iDto  the  Supreme  Coort,  "  a*  a  cow  ixeinng 
V3idef  On  Mnmtufi^"  and  had  it  reversed  for 
manifest  error.  The  error  would  then  have 
been  patent,  instead  of  being,  as  it  now  is, 
latent.  Gentlemen  have  evtnc^  their  sensibil- 
ity to  this  diffioolty—they  have  felt  the  neoes- 
slty  of  support,  and  have  t^ne  to  Ghent  and 
Utreoht  for  precedents.  The  references  are  nn- 
f6rtnnate  for  them  and  the  President — happy 
for  me  and  the  oongtitDtJon.  The  cases  are 
antipodes  to  each  other,  in  eveiy  essential 
point  Here  is  a  nomination  of  Ministers  to 
nations  in  gross,  at  the  place  where  their  sov- 
ereignty is  not,  and  cannot  be.  The  Ghent 
nomination  was  not  to  the  nations  at  Ghent, 
nor  even  to  Great  Brit^  at  Ghent — but  to 
"  Great  Britain."  The  meeting  of  the  Minis- 
tera  at  Ghent,  waa  an  Incident— a  mere  afiair 
of  srrai^ment,  and  constitntdng  no  part  of 
Uie  nomhialioD.  There,  and  at  Utrecht,  the 
Plenipotentiaries  were  accredited  to  sovereign 
powers— met  their  Representatives,  under  t£e 
law  of  nations,  and  for  a  purpose  strictly  diplo- 
nutio — that  of  negotiating  treaties. 

Doubtless  there  may  be  nominations  to  sov- 
ereigns without  their  dominions.  The  late 
Congresses  in  Europe  famish  examples  of  the 
&ct ;  hot  they  are  jjmited  to  kings  and  empe- 
ror^ pos»e8sing  the  quality  of  sovereign  ex- 
territoriality. But  even  to  these  a  Mnister 
oonld  not  be  accredited  in  mass.  He  must 
have  separate  letters  of  credence  to  each,  and 
■eparste  fnll  powers  to  treat  with  each.  Rea- 
son teils  us  this :  for  each  sovereign  has  the 
right  to  receive  and  to  reject  Ministers — to 
treat  or  to  let  it  alone.  Authority  tells  i 
aame  thing ;  and,  as  authority  is  often 
potent  than  reason,  and  this  may  be  one  of  the 
cases  in  which  it  is  so,  let  us  look  at  the  books, 

[Hero  Mr,  B.  read- 

"  Ont  letter  of  credence  may  nrve  for  tieo  Min- 
itfera,  sent  U  the  same  time,  if  they  are  both  of^s 
■ame  order.  Sometimes,  on  the  eoaCruy,  onjg  Hin- 
ister  has  Mwro'  letters  of  credence ;  Uu8  bappens 
when  he  is  sent  to  teetral  sovereigus,  or  to  one  8ot- 
ereig;!),  in  Hffertta  qualities.  The  Uimsters  nent  to 
SwitierJand  are  oflen  charged  with  more  than/our 
dVerent  letters  of  credence.  5o  It  is  with  tnose 
■ent  to  the  Emperor,  to  the  circles  of  the  Empire," 
Ac.)— JfartMu. 

It  ifl  the  same  with  l^e  letter  lA/vU  pmeeri. 
nere  most  be  as  many  as  there  are  sovereigns 
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to  be  treated  with ;  the  exchange  of  these  mnst 
be  matoal  and  simultaneous;  each  Minister 
'  '  3S  for  himself  the  fnll  powers  of  the  other, 
Dur  intended  Ministers  to  Panama  are  nom- 
inated to  the  "nationa"  in  mass;  the  nomina- 
tion win  govern  the  commissions,  and  the  com- 
missions will  govern  the  letters  of  credence 
and  of  fnll  power.  By  oonsegnenoe,  the  cre- 
dentials and  the  fall  power  will  be  presented  to 
a  Congress — to  cm  orgaiiued  body — and  passed 
upon  by  IL  FeradventnTe  a  committee  will  ba 
raised  upon  their  p^>ers ;  the  Congress  vota 
npon  them ;  and  tne  Preudent  announce  the 
result;  a  clerk  write  it  down;  and  a  door- 
keeper let  them  in  I  What  a  process  for  the 
reception  of  Ambassadors  I  Kot  so  at  QhenL 
There  the  l^nisters  of  the  two  powers  met 
upon  the  footing  of  equality.  The  full  powers 
of  eadi  were  mutoelly  and  simoltaneonsly  ex- 
changed: {Set  tAe  FreambU  to  the  Trtaty.) 
Each  Judged  for  lumself ;  and  &om  this  equal- 
ity, and  this  right  of  reciprocal  deoirion  u^ 
each  other's  powers,  there  can  be  no  exception 
except  in  one  single  case — a  case  which  did  ex- 
ist at  Ghent,  and  does  not  exist  at  Panama ;  it 
is  the  case  of  a  negotiation  opened  under  the 
auspices  of  a  Mediator,  to  whom  the  ftall  pow- 
ers of  each  may,  and  ought  to  be,  submitted,  if 
they  disagree.  Our  Mlidsters  then  mnst  be  ao- 
credited  to  eaeih  of  the  nationa  supposed  to  he 
at  Panama;  they  must  bear  ftill  jwwers  to 
treat  withMcAof  their  Plenipotentiaries;  these 
again  mnst  have  Aill  powers  to  treat  with  aaeh 
other,  and  with  tu;  and  these  powers  must  be 
reciprocally  exchanged  oU  around.  So  it  was 
at  Ghent,  so  at  Utrecht,  so  at  Westphalia,  so  at 
every  Congress  of  FieuipotentiBries  for  the  ne- 
gotiation of  treaties  of  which  hi^ry  givM  ns 
any  account 

The  sovereignty  of  thwe  nations  not  bwu, 
in  point  of  fact,  at  Panama,  the  next  inqoliy  ii, 
whether  it  is  there  by  repiesmtationt 

This  is  a  thing  poasiUB.  Ministers,  known 
to  the  law  of  notions,  mag  represent  the  sov^ 
ereignty  of  their  nations  at  any  point  upon  the 
globe.  They  may  come  from  the  four  quartets 
of  the  globe  and  form  a  diplomatic  assembly. 
But  is  ^is  Congress  at  Panama  an  assembly  of 
that ' description t  I  maintain  that  it  is  not; 
and  in  maintenance  of  this  opinion,  I  bring  up 
and  uifoiice  again,  the  oironmstance  of  their 
creation  under  treaties:  their  limited  yrvA' 
leges,  and  their  dependenoe  for  these  nptm 
treaty  atipnlations,  I  will  then  go  forward  and 
show  wliat  Uiis  Congress  is.  In  d<^ng  this,  I 
shall  fbllow  the  example  of  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Bobbdis,)  and  improve  ft 
little  upon  it  He  looks  to  the  treaties  whicih 
create  this  Congress,  for  its  character,  and  he 
leaves  out  of  view  ^  that  has  appeared  in  re- 
views, proolametiona,  and  newsp^«r  essayL 
In  this  he  acta  like  a  Senoter— like  a  statesman. 
I  sbBll  imitate  him  in  looking  to  the  same  trea- 
ties, and  in  leaving  out  of  view  to  much  of  the 
President's  Message,  and  so  much  of  the  same 
loose  authorities,  as  differ  in  any  degree  fimn 
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tiie  termi  of  the  trefttiM ;  and  I  ihaU  improve 
upon  hia  example,  hj  edding  to  the  catuogne 
of  exdnded  Bothorities,  so  mnch  of  the  Secre- 
Uit'h  oommniiiatioiis,  and  of  the  letters  of  the 
Oolombisn,  Heiioan,  and  Quateinalian  Ifinis- 
ten,  aa  vaiy  fhnn  the  lame  standard.  In  the 
Abtence  of  these  treatiee,  this  mesaage  and 
these  oommnniostioiig  uid  letters  would  have 
governed  oa :  for  they  woold  then  have  been 
the  highest  erideoce  in  onr  poaHeseioa ;  bnt,  in 
the  presence  of  the  treaties,  thej  are  nsdees : 
for  tne^  signify  nothing  when  they  scree  irith 
Uiem,  and  mast  be  rejected  when  mej  differ 
from  them.  And  here,  Ur.  President,  I  shall 
admit  that  I  was  put  apon  this  track  by  the 
words  of  wisdom  which  fell,  in  the  first  days 
of  this  debate,  from  that  venerable  Benator 
itom  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  M^oon,)  who,  I  am 
proud  to  say,  permita  me  to  call  him  Jriatd^ 
and  am  still  prouder  to  know,  has  been  the 
friend  of  me  and  mine  through  fonr  genera- 
tions. This  TeDer«I>]e  Senator  said,  that  this 
Confederation  of  Siwiiish  Ainerioan  Stotce,  and 
(i)^  Congress  at  Panama,  was  to  A»m  what 
the  Oonfedetation  and  Coi^reas  of  the  Sevo- 
lnti<»i  was  to  tM.  Tlua  remark  etmok  me,  and 
Mt  my  mind  at  work.  I  determined  to  anBlyze 
the  two  Confederations,  and  their  Congresses, 
and  I  have  done  so.  The  result  is  in  my  hand. 
^M^cmng  a  pt^er^  and  I  derive  oonfidence  in 
ita  eorreetnease  from  eeeing  that  the  Senator 
from  Uoine,  (Mr.  EoLkixa,)  and  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  pii.  Dicxzeson,)  withont 
any  conoert  with  me,  or  even  knowing  what  I 
was  aboQt,  have,  in  port,  made  the  some  analy- 
sis, and  arrived  at  the  ssme  conclaMons.  Their 
labors  not  only  fortiiy  me  in  the  strengOi  of 
my  porition,  bat  relieve  me  fkim  a  part  of  my 
own:  for,  after  what  they  have  said,  I  will  do 
no  more  in  this  plaee,  than  to  read  from  my 
notes  the  analvMS  which  I  have  mode  of  tlieae 
OoDgresses  and  Confederations,  respectively. 

[Mr.  B.  ^en  reed  from  his  notes,  as  arranged 
nnder  appropriate  heads,  and  in  parallel  colnmns, 
the  analysis  whioh  he  had  made  of  the  objeoc  of 
the  two  Oonfaderocies,  and  tJie  powers  and  du- 
ties of  their  respective  Gongreseee.] 

Mr.  Prerident;  I  mnst  l>e  permitted  to  take  a 
closer  view  of  dis  Oongrese,  nnder  its  character 
of  an  organized  body.  It  Is  admitted,  on  all 
hands,  that  It  is  to  have  organization  and  rnles. 
Now,  this  is  a  thing  impoauble  is  a  diplomatic 
assembly.  The  Ministers  in  snch  an  assembly 
represent  sovereign  powers,  and  cannot  be  or- 
ganized. We  bad  as  well  nndertoke  to  organ- 
ize Kings  and  nations.  The  Ministers  can  have 
no  rules  of  aotion,  fbr  thdr  personal  deportment, 
bnt  those  manners  of  gentlemai  wbioh  they  are 
presnmed  to  possess ;  and  none  for  their  official 
conduct  but  snob  as  are  contained  in  their  own 
InstraoHons.  The  idea  of  organization  ia  fetal 
to  the  diplomatic  pret«nrions  of  this  assembly. 
What  is  organizaljont  It  is  the  disposition  of 
the  parts  to  make  them  snbsOTvient  to  each 
other;  it  Bobjeota  the  whole  to  one  will,  or  to 
one  principle  of  aotion ;  it  rednoes  this  Oongrcfls 


to  a  nnit,  to  one  party,  deciding  for  all,  witli  one 
voice.  A  diplomatde  assembly,  on  the  contrary, 
is  mnltiplicate ;  it  oonaats  of  as  many  partiea 
as  there  ore  powers  represented,  each  independr 
ent  of  the  other,  each  making  the  best  bor^wn 
he  can  for  his  own  side.  How  will  oar  luiis- 
ters  act  with  snch  a  body?  They  must  eitber 
become  parts  of  its  oi^anization,  or  not  become 
narts  of  it.  Take  eiUier  horn  of  the  dilemma. 
In  tiie  first  event,  they  moke  m  parties  to  the 
ocnfederacy,  and  bind  ns  by  the  voice  of  the 
body.  Well,  it  is  agreed,  ^  round,  that  this 
will  never  do.  Then,  try  the  other.  Let  our 
Ministers  stand  off,  become  no  port  cf  the  body, 
but  undertake  to  negotiate  with  it.  This  is  im- 
possible :  for  the  Congresi  is  not  sovereign  to 
receive  Ministers,  nor  can  it,  like  onr  CoD^ren 
of  the  ConfMeration,  appwnt  Ministers  to  bc^ 
with  them,  nor  treat  as  two  parties:  for  the 
body  will  contwn  five  parties,  with  only  one 
voice,  and  we  shall  present  a  ringle  party,  with 
two  voices.  One  wul  have  to  speak  thivngfa  a 
President  or  Secretary ;  the  other,  in  their  awn 
persona.  In  short,  Mr.  President,  the  simple  idea 
of  organization  explodes  every  pretenuon  of  ihia 
Congrees  to  the  charaoter  of  diplomatic. 

Tea,  sir,  "  Deputies  to  a  Congress  "  ia  the 
invitation  and  the  acceptance.  It  is  in  vain  to 
endeavor  to  cover  it  up  with  the  drapery  of 
names  and  titles.  The  thing  stands  before  yon 
stripped  end  naked,  in  all  the  nudity,  if  not  in 
all  the  beauty,  of  a  Grecian  atatne.  Wor^  can 
neither  hide  nor  alter  it.  It  is  a  thing  nnknown 
to  the  constitution,  and  the  constJtnUoual  qnes- 
tion  then  recurs  npon  it,  Can  the  Preeidmt 
and  Senate  send  the  nominees,  aa  public  Minis- 
ters, to  this  Congress,  npon  the  Isthmns  of 
Panama  t  I  contend  that  they  cannot ;  neither 
U>  it,  becanse  it  is  not  sovereign  to  receive 
them,  nor  diplomatic  to  negotiate  with  them; 
nor  tnto  it,  for  that  would  make  onr  enroys  a 
part  of  its  organization,  and  ourselves  partiee 
to  the  Confederacy ;  nor  to  act  tuith  it,  I>ecause 
the  Congress  will  act  as  an  organised  body,  and 
our  Beputiea  as  indtviduals.  It  ia  in  vain  to 
affect  Indifference  towards  these  difficnltiea. 
They  are  seen  and  felt  by  thoae  who  conduct 
this  affair ; '  and  the  almost  utter  imposnldlity 
of  managing  it,  is  betrayed  by  the  Babylonian 
confusion  of  terms  and  ideas  which  pervade 
their  cooncila.  Behold  the  effects  of  this  con- 
fusion. The  Deputies  to  the  Congreaa  are 
called  by  all  sorts  of  titles — Agents,  Commis- 
sioners, Representatives,  Plenipotentiarieo,  and 
Unally  promoted,  in  the  Preadent'a  noraias' 
tion,  to  Envoys  Extraordinary,  a;id  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  ]  The  Congress  itself  is  equal- 
ly the  Bobjcct  of  a  vogue  and  controdictwy 
nomenclatore — sometimes  a  Congress;  scKoe- 
times  a  Diplomatic  Assembly,  without  powtr 
to  negotiate  treaties ;  once  a  Cortes ;  now  on 
advising  Council ;  then  a  Committee  of  PnWo 
Safety;  and  at  last  swelled  by  the  President 
into  an  Assembly  of  nations !  Then,  as  to  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Deputies  themselv«a, 
what  contradictions  npon  these  points  I     Some- 
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timea  thej  are  to  be  givliig  advice ;  sometiines 
b>  be  coDsnltiiig;  sometimes  n^tiatiDg  treo- 
tiM,  and  sometimes  not ;  sometunee  they  are 
to  "  MttU  "  the  ODBetCled  points  in  the  laws  of 
nations ;  jea,  sir,  to  give  tbe  ltiir  to  the  two 
Americas,  and  Earope,  A«a,  and  AAloa  to  boot ! 
Then  they  are  to  do  nothing  in  the  world  but 
mate  bows  and  oomplimente,  and  ivalk  in  and 
ont,  like  onr  territorial  Delegates,  and  exhibit 


the'  eztraordinary  nmctade  Si  lobby  Hiniaters 
Plenipotentiary  ana  lobby  Envoys  Extraordi- 
nary I    And,  ^th  bQ  these  high  and  low  pre- 


tenuoQB,  they  ar»  to  be  wwked  throngfa  this 
chamber  apon  the  plea  of  an  tnoooent  c^ra- 
taoQ;  opon  the  reoommeodation  of  aa  old 
woman's  medioine,  that  they  will  do  no  harm 
if  they  do  no  good. 

I  trort,  Ur.  Freaideitt,  that  it  is  now  made 
dear,  that  the  proposed  miedon  is  onknown  to 
the  law  of  nations,  and  to  the  oonititntion  of 
this  conntry ;  bat,  as  it  may,  nevertheless,  be 
aeo^  it  becomes  my  duty  to  proceed  npon  that 
Bupposition,  to  follow  it  to  Panama,  and  to 
show  that  its  obieota  are,  in  some  respect^ 
already  a<womplieiiied,  in  others,  nn&ttunable, 
in  others,  inexpedient — that  we  have  nothing 
to  expect  from  it  but  a  heavy  item  of  expense, 
•ome  unpleasant  apologies  to  foreign  nations, 
the  risk  of  getting  into  difBcnIties  with  the 
new  republics  themselves ;  and  that  every  de- 
airsble  and  attunable  oltject  wonid  be  better 
accomplished  by  an  agent  or  commissioner, 
witbont  diplomatio  character,  with  little  ex- 
pense to  OUT  tfeamuy,  and  withont  harm  to 
oar  oonstjtntion. 

panning  these  Ministers  to  Panama,  we 
have  next  to  inqntra,  what  are  tbe  otijeota  of 
interest  to  na,  which  are  expected  to  be  ao- 
ocMnplished  by  them  at  that  plaoe  t 

The  PresidenL  in  bis  Uessage,  has  enomerat- 
ed  several,  at  the  head  of  wbidi  stands  the 
Item  of  commerce.  Upon  this  snlject,  he  ex- 
pects to  establish :  IsL  The  doctrine,  that  free 
ships  make  &ee  goods.  2d.  The  restrictions  of 
Mason  npon  the  extent  of  blockades.  Sd.  The 
"  e»iumlaneo«t "  adoption  of  principles  of  mari- 
time neatrality.  4th.  Tbe  principles  of  a  liberal 
oommercial  interconrse. 

The  first  qnestion  which  presents  itself;  Mr. 
President,  is  one  of  power  In  the  Congress  to 
1i«at  of  these  snbjecti  at  all.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  has  no  power  to  toncb'tbem.  They 
belong  to  the  "foreign  relations  "  of  the  con- 
federates, and  these  it  is  forbidden  to  the  Con- 
mas  to  "  affect  in  any  manner,"  as  shown  In 
the  Mnalysis  of  its  powers.  The  article  to  that 
effect  is  tbe  same  in  every  treaty.  It  is  article 
17th,  in  the  treaty  between  Colombia  and 
Chili;  6th,  in  that  of  Colombia  and  Pern: 
16th,  in  that  of  Colombia  and  Qnatemala ;  and 
17tb,  In  that  of  Colombia  and  Mexico.  It  b 
in  these  words: 

<*  This  compact  of  udIoq,  league,  and  eonfedera- 
tien,  iball  not  klTecl,  in  any  maimer,  the  eierdse 
of  the  Dsdanal  sovereignty  of  the  coatracting  par- 
tiM,  in  regard  to  thdrlaws,  and  the  establishment 
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and  form  of  their  tespective  Ooreniments,  nor  in 
Ttgard  In  Aeir  r«laiiotu  mth  otitr  OmtmBitnU." 

Here  are  three  restrictions  upon  the  powen 
'  tbe  Congress : 

1.  Against  interfering  with  the  monidpal 
laws  of  the  confederates. 

S.  Against  interfering  with  their  forms  of 
government. 

8.  AgwDst  interfering  with  their  foreipt 
relajtions. 

The  last  of  these  restrictions  on^t  to  pr»- 
vent  the  Congress  ftwn  torching  the  coramer- 
oial  relations  of  the  United  States,  with  any  or 
ail  of  the  Confederate  powers.  Bnt,  admittji^ 
that  this  restriction  had  not  been  impose£ 
would  it  then  have  been  the  part  of  a  wise  and 
prodeDt  policy  to  open  the  subject  of  oar  oom- 
mercial relations  in  the  Congress  of  these  Con- 
federate powers  1  I  think  not  lir,  for  many 
reasons :  and,  first,  because  we  nave  already  so 
nearly  tH  that  we  want  from  each  of  these  pow- 
ers respectively,  that  it  would  be  impolitic  to  pot 
to  stake  the  ranch  which  we  have  in  posses- 
sion, for  the  chance  of  gaining  the  littie  which 
we  have  not  yet  acquired.  With  Golomtia  we 
have  a  treaty,  ratified  by  onrselvee  about  eix^ 
days  ago,  containing  every  stipnlation  which 
we  can  possibly  ask  for :  the  flag  to  cover  the 
property ;  free  ships  to  make  froe  goods ;  the 
trade  of  the  two  conntries  to  be  placed  on  the 
liberal  basis  of  perfect  eqnality  and  redprocity ; 
liberty  of  conscience,  and  the  right  of  worship 
allowed  to  onr  citizens,  and  tbe  privilege  secured 
to  them  of  being  buried  in  decent  and  snitahle 
places ;  and,  finslly,  the  crowning  stipulation, 
that.  If  a  better  treaty  should  be  made  with 
any  other  power,  all  the  advantages  of  it  dudi 
immediately  accme  to  the  United  States,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  mode  with 
ns.  This  is  certainly  covering  the  whole 
groond  for  which  we  went  into  tiie  mlarion  to 
Europe,  at  the  close  of  tbe  Revolutionary  war 
— it  is  gaining  all  that  can  he  got  from  Oolom^ 
bia.  'Hien  for  Qnatemala.  Ve  have  a  treaty 
with  her,  ratified  likewise  by  ourselves,  at  the 
present  session,  in  which  every  point  is  seonred 
which  is  contdned  in  the  one  with  Colombia, 
to  tbe  stipnlation  for  contingent  advan- 
tages, in  the  formation  of  better  treaties  with 
other  powers.  With  Bnenos  Ayres  and  Chili 
we  had  no  treaties,  positively  rigned,  at  the 
date  of  onr  last  advices;  bnt  oar  Ministen 
were  in  negotiation ;  and,  on  the  28th  of  Bep- 
tember  last,  onr  Government  was  officially  in- 
formed that  these  negotiations  were  prolMbly 
conclnded,  and  treaties  signed  by  that  time, 
which  would  contain  every  stipnlation  whioh 
had  been  put  into  the  treaty  with  Colombia. — 
{See  Mr.  FoitumlCi  Utter  of  thai  iate.')  _  With 
Pern  we  have  neither  treaty  nor  negotiation ; 
but  it  is  understood  that  a  Chargi  £AgaSiru 
will  soon  be  sent  to  that  conntiy,  and,  nnleai 
he  goee  to  moke  a  oommercial  treaty,  I  pre- 
sume be  will  go  unehwrgaa.  with  any  affain  at 
all.  Menco,  slone,  remains  to  be  considered. 
With  her  we  have  interchanged  Ministens  "■'^ 
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from  onr  PiBnSpotontiary  "  near  "  her  GoTern- 
ment,  we  Etre  ioformed,  onder  date  of  the  ISth 
and  SSth  of  September  last,  tiiat  evnj  artdde 
in  the  prmiosed  traatj'  was  adjusted  to  his  en- 
tire satisiSctioii,  taw  one,  and  that  vn«  a  pro- 
poaitioD,  on  the  part  of  Ifezico,  to  reeerve  the 
ri^ht  of  granting  Bome  commercUI  pririlegea 
with  the  other  American  Stat^a,  fonnerlj 
Bpanisb,  which  would  not  be  granted  to  other 
powers.  The  last  intelligence  from  our  Uinia- 
t«r,  left  the  negotiation  hanging  upon  this  mngte 
poin^  with  a  peremptor;  d<^aration,  on  his 
part,  that  he  would  never  agree  to  it.  Siuoe 
then,  the  Uessage  of  the  Mexican  President  to 
his  Congress  has  been  aeeu  and  read  by  ns  all, 
in  which  he  speaks  of  this  treat;  being  so 
nearly  conolnd^  as  to  enable  him  to  aa<r  that 
it  would  be  Md  before  Congress  in  a  few  At,ji  I 
Then,  take  this  mattAr  as  jon  will,  in  the  first 
place,  it  is  high]}'  probable  that  we  have,  before 
this  time,  treaties  with  all  these  powers,  con- 
taining every  Htipnlation  that  we  wish.  Certain 
it  is,  that  we  have  such  with  Colombia  and 
Goatemala,  two  oat  of  (hre»  of  the  powers  that 
have  invited  ns  to  Panama.  It  is  alinoet  cer- 
tain that  we  have  the  same  from  Uexioo,  the 
remaining  power  that  invited  ns — high!  j  proba- 
ble that  we  have  Jost  what  we  want  from 
Bnenos  Ayrea  and  Chili ;  and,  if  we  have  not, 
it  woold  seem  like  a  sleeveless  errand  to  go  to 
Panama  to  get  it,  becaose  Chili  has  not  invited 
us  to  meet  ber  there  1  And  Bnenos  Ajrea  has, 
herself,  refused  to  go  there  I  Neither  has  Pern 
Invited  us,  nor  can  it  be  presomed  that,  without 
the  expectation  of  seeing  ui  at  Panama,  either 
this  power  or  Chili  has  given  full  powers  to 
their  Plenipotentiaries  to  treat  with  ns  at  that 

Elace,  Shall  we,  then,  voluntarily  incur  the 
azard  of  losing  all  that  we  have  secured  from 
these  nations  separately,  by  openine  fresh  ne- 
gotiations with  them  in  a  body !  Shall  we  mn 
the  risk  of  seeing  Colombia,  Guatemala,  Peru, 
Chili,  and  the  rest  of  them  inoculated  with  this 
Uezican  doctrine — a  doctrine  so  well  calculated 
to  become  infectious,  of  granting  to  each  other 
peculiar  privileges  to  the  exclusion  of  ns  t  Is 
not  a  bird  in  the  hand  worth  two  in  the  bosh  ? 
Are  not  four  birds  in  the  hand  worth  the  fea- 
ther of  one  in  the  bnah) 

A  third  ol^ect  to  be  accomplished  by  this 
Congreaa,  is  one  iudistmctly  seen  in  the  mes- 
sage— the  establishment  of  a  league  of  Repub- 
lics to  counterpoise  the  Holy  AlUanoe  of  Eu- 
rope. The  honor  of  being  at  its  head,  seems  to 
be  tendered  to  us.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  a 
most  seductive  object.  It  addresses  itself  to 
the  ganerons  and  heroic  feelings  of  our  entire 
[wpnlaUon.  The  brilliant  honor  of  presiding 
m  such  a  league  would  cast  a  new  splendor 
over  oar  administration ;  but  it  is  the  DosineBS 
of  those  who  are  appointed  by  the  constitution 
to  counsel  the  President  about  it,  to  take  coun- 
sel themselves  rather  from  their  Judgments, 
than  from  Ulusions  of  glory,  and  the  ardent 
feelings  of  yonng  men. 
The  despots  of  Europe  have  confederated  for 


sand  bayonets  to  march  against  the  banner  of 
freedom  wherever  it  can  be  seen.  One  of  the 
protegii  of  this  alliance  is  engaged  in  war  with 
the  Spanish  American  States,  formerly  hia  colo- 
nies ;  and  these  States  have  confederated  agunat 
him,  as  we  confederated  against  our  audent 
master,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  For  the 
success  of  all  their  objects  in  this  Confedera- 
tion, they  have  the  prayers  and  the  beet  wishes 
of  all  the  friends  of  liberty  throughont  the 
^obe.  But  1  cannot  advise  the  Pretndeat  to 
enter  into  this  Confederation  as  a  partner, 
neitlier  apon  the  open  mgn,  nor  in  the  secret 
artioles.    I  cannot  approve  even  of  a  dormant 

Suinership  in  this  business.  Not  that  I  am 
etermineo,  in  no  event,  to  make  comnuHi 
cause  with  these  new  Repnblics,  or  any  one  of 
them,  in  a  cont«Bt  with  the  combined  powers 
ofGorope;  but  because  I  would  bethejodge  of 
the  occasion  which  required  me  to  do  ao,  and 
free  to  act  as  I  thought  proper,  when  the  oc- 
casion occurred.  The  oocaaion  may  occur,  Mr. 
President.  We  have  the  Holy  Allies  in  Itont 
and  in  rear,  in  Europe  and  in  Asia.  They  mi? 
it  to  be  the  shortest  way  of  accom- 
their  final  object,  to  extinguish,  at 
,  I  light  of  liberty  in  the  New  World; 
and  the  snbjngation  of  the  new  Republics  mi^t 
be  the  first  step  in  that  great  work.  In  such 
an  event,  I  would  not  wait  for  the  dastardly 
privilege  of  being  the  last  to  be  devonred.  I 
would  go  into  the  contest  from  the  beglmiing ; 
I  would  grt^ple  the  nniversal  enemy  while  Le 
was  engaged  with  my  neighbor ;  I  would  go 
into  the  conflict  not  as  ally,  but  as  prindpal ; 
not  with  regoMed  quotas  and  starveling  con- 
tingents, but  with  all'  our  power  by  land  and 
sea.  I  would  go  into  it  to  conquer  or  to  p«ish. 
I  would  stake  life  and  property,  and  honseh<dd 
gods,  npon  the  issue.  X  woold  fight  the  battle 
of  desperation  and  of  death.  It  would  be  the 
last  struggle  for  human  libcnty,  and  ahonld  be 
worthy  of  the  cause :  great  in  tne  triumph,  and 
greater  still  in  the  fall ! 

The  relations  of  Hayd  with  the  American 
States,  (these  United  States  inclnuve,)  and  the 
rights  of  Africans  in  thie  hemisphere,  are  two 
other  questions  to  be  '^ determiited"  at  tbe 
Isthmus.  We  learn  this  from  a  paragraph  is 
the  letter  of  Tii.  Salazar,  the  Colombian  Minis- 
ter. I  will  read  it,  for  in  matters  of  this  kind 
we  cannot  be  too  exact : 


"  On  vhat  biais  the  relations  of  Hayd,  and  of 
other  parts  of  our  bemiqihere  that  shaU  hereafter 
be.lo  like  circumstances,  are  to  be  placed,  is  a  qnei- 
tto'n  einiple  at  first  view,  but  attended  with  serioia 
diiBculties  ■nhta  closely  eianJned.  These  arise 
from  the  diOerent  manner  of  reguding  Afiicau, 
and  from  their  afferent  righls  in  HayU,  the  United 
States,  and  in  other  American  States.  This  ques- 
tion will  be  determined  at  the  Isthmus,  and,  if  pes- 
tle, a  oniform  rule  of  ooudaot  adopted   in  re 
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Our  policj  towardi  UkjG,  the  old  San 
Domingix  hit  been  flied,  Hr,  Preddent,  for 
tliree  and  thirty  jeara.  We  trade  with  her, 
but  uo  diplomatio  relations  have  been  estab- 
lished between  na.  We  purchase  coffee  from 
her  sod  pa;  her  for  it ;  bnt  we  Interchange  no 
Oonsols  or  Ministera.  We  receive  no  mulatto 
OonsnlB,  or  tdack  Ambassadore  from  her.  And 
■whj  t  Because  the  peace  of  eleven  States  in 
this  Union  will  not  permit  the  froits  of  a  anc- 
oesaltd  negro  inanrreotion  to  be  exhibited 
among  them.  It  will  not  permit  black  OodsdIs 
and  Ambassadors  to  estaDlish  themselvee 


Statea,  proof  in  hand  of  the  honors  which 
await  them,  for  a  like  aocoessftil  efibrt  on  their 
part  It  will  not  permit  the  fact  to  be  aeen, 
and  told,  that  for  the  mnrder  of  tbeir  masters 
and  mistreaeee,  tbe^  are  to  And  friendi  among 
the  whit«  people  of  these  United  States.  No, 
Hr.  President^  this  is  a  question  which  has 
been  dU^mmed  hk&x  for  three  and  thirty 
years;  one  which  hu  never  been  open  for 
disonssiott,  at  home  or  abroad,  either  under  the 
Presidency  of  General  Washington,  of  the  first 
Ur.  Adams,  of  Mi.  Jefferson,  Mr.  UadiHon,  or 
ICr.  Uonroe.  It  is  one  which  cannot  be  dls- 
eossed  in  thii  chamber  on  tkii  day ;  and  shall 
we  go  to  Panama  to  disctua  itt — I  take  it  in 


oonndl  abont  it  ?  Who  are  to  advise  and  sit  _ 
Jadgment  npon  itt  Five  nations  who  have 
already  put  the  black  man  upon  an  equality 
with  the  white,  not  only  in  tlieir  constitutions, 
bat  in  real  life ;  five  nations  who  have  at  this 
moment  (at  least  some  of  them)  black  generals 
in  their  armiea  and  mulatto  aenators 
CoDgreaaes. 

Bat  gentlemen  say  it  fa  only  for  advice  and 
eonsnltation.  I  answer,  that  the  qneatjou  is 
not  debatable,  neither  at  home  nor  abroad ; 
BOt  even  in  this  chamber,  where  we  have  siu- 
eere  advocatee  and  nnpr^ndiced  judges.  They 
aay  they  only  go  to  oonsnlt  ]  1  say,  there  are 
qneatioiu  not  debatable.  I  would  not  debate 
whether  my  withholding  the  advice  which  the 
President  reqnires  apon  t)iis  occasion,  is  the 
effect  of  a  "faetiou*  and  vnprincipltd  appoii- 
tian;"  I'wouldnot  debate  whether  my  slave  is 
my  property;  and  I  would  not  go  to  Panama 
to  "determint  the  right*  ^  Softi  and  ef 
A/Heatu  "  in  these  United  States.  ICr.  Presi- 
dent, I  do  repeat,  that  this  is  a  qnestioa  which 
ovght  not  to  be  agitated  by  us,  ndther  at  home 
nor  abroad.  The  Intentions  of  the  agitators  are 
wholly  immateriaL  The  oonseqnencee  to  us 
will  be  the  same,  whether  their  designs  be 
charitable  or  wicked.  Knaves  can  do  nothing 
witfaont  dupes.  The  wicked  would  be  harm- 
leas,  were  it  not  hr  the  good  men  who  become 
the^  associatea  and  instmmeota.  Who  made 
the  masaaore  of  San  Domingo  f    Wasitnotthe 


MMiety  of  "Let  Amii  dt»  Noir*^  in  Parlst 
And  who  composed  that  society!  I  answer, 
every  thing  hnman,  in  the  shape  of  virtne  and 
of  vice,  from  LafmyetU  and  the  Ahii  Oregoire, 
down  to  Marat  and  AnadiaTtU  Kloott.  The 
speeches,  the  writings,  and  the  doctrines  of 
this  sodety,  carried  to  San  Domingo  by  emis- 
saries, with  "  religion  in  their  months,  hell  in 
their  nearts,  and  torches  in  their  hands,"  pro- 
duced that  revolt,  the  horrors  of  which  yet 
harrow  up  the  soul,  and  freeze  the  blood — that 
revolt  in  which  the  sleeping  babe  was  mas- 
sacred in  its  cradle — In  which  the  husband  and 
the  bther,  tied  to  bis  own  gate,  beheld,  by  the 
ii^ht  of  his  homing  house,  the  violation  of  his 
wife — saw  his  danghters  led  off— and  received, 
as  a  relief  from  his  horrors,  the  blow  of  the  axe 
which  scattered  his  brains  npon  the  gronnd. 

The  last,  end  the  main  argimient,  relied  upcm 
by  the  President,  for  sending  this  misdon,  is 
the  fact  of  tnvttation  to  do  so.  Thb  he  calls 
the  "deeifuie  inducement."  The  President  is 
particolar  in  the  use  of  words;  we  are  per- 
mitted, therefore,  to  say,  that  all  other  reasons 
for  sending  the  mission,  were  ^lenuonee  only, 
until  the  weight  of  this  Invitation  deeidtd  hia 
mind,  I  felt  the  ML  force  of  this  decisive  reft- 
son  myself.  Invitations  to  mere  individuals 
are  often  embarraaBing,  and  cannot  be  accepted 
without  inconveniences  or  impropriety,  nor 
refbsed  withont  giving  offence.  With  naldons, 
the  acceptance  or  dodine  of  renrectfU  invita- 
tions, often  become  an  effiiir  of  State,  frill  of 
reqronrabillties.  When  then  I  saw  it  stated  in 
the  newspapers,  that  we  had  been  "  tnetted,"  I 
felt  the  delicacy  of  the  podtlon  in  which  onr 
Glovemment  was  placea.  When  the  annual 
Ueaasge  was  read,  and  I  heard  from  authority 
that  the  invitation  had  been  fwen  and  acea>lei, 
and  that  Ministers  would  be  eoiami$tioned,  I  was 
ready  to  give  my  advice  in  favor  of  sending 
them,  with  a  protest  against  the  Preudent's 
right  to  send  them  withont  such  advice.  When 
the  Messsge  of  the  S8th  December  was  read, 
and  the  fact  of  the  invitation  placed  in  high 
relief  aa  the  d^ntiM  eautt,  I  responded  tr      ~ 


Bat  what  was  my  astonisluuent,  on  coming  to 
look  among  the  appended  docimients,  to  find 
out  the  real  circumstances  of  this  invitation  I 
I  found  them  to  be  entirely  different  from 
what  I  had  sapposed  them  to  be,  and  from 
what  the  newspapers  and  the  President's  Mes- 
sages had  induced  me  to  believe  them  to  be. 
But  as  this  ground  is  delicate,  rir,  1  must  tnist 
nothing  to  memory,  nor  even  to  my  notee.  Let 
the  Preddent's  organ  apeak,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  accompanied  the 
Message  of  Decemlwr  96th. 

[Hera  the  report  was  read.] 

This  report,  Mr.  Preeideot,  put  a  new  &oe 

upon  the  character  of  the  invitation.    I  found 

it  had  not  been  peremntory,  not  of  a  kind  to 

impose  an  obligation  of  acoeptanoe,  nor  ao  nn- 
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dentood  b^  either  of  the  parties.  I  found  that 
our  Qovemnient  had  been  Bounded  with  the  ut- 
most delioMj,  in  so  nDofficiel  convenation,  to 
know  whetlier  it  woold  be  agreeable  to  itself  to 
receive  the  invitation,  and  that  the  Precddent 
had  met  Uie  overtore  with  the  ntmost  propriety, 
with  Aiendlj  pn^etdons,  acd  with  a  aiipolation 
for  preliminanea  which  gave  him  the  vantage 
gronod,  and  enabled  him  to  aooept  the  invita- 
tioD,  erentDBllf ,  with  ufetj  and  honor,  or  Ut 
dedine  it  irithout  offence.  Thiu  far  the  oon- 
doot  of  both  partdes  mnat  receive  an  naqnali- 
fied  ^iprobation.  But  what  next?  Why,  sir, 
on  the  Moond,  third,  and  fonrteentlt  of  Novran- 
ber  ensQing,  the  preliminariea  not  being  oom- 
pUed  with,  the  invitation  ie  delivered  in  form; 
and,  on  the  thirtieth  of  the  same  month,  it  is 
accepted  "  at  onee." — Six  months  roll  awaj, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time,  the  Hiniaters  send 
in  Uieir  answers,  the  conditions  not  oomplied 
with,  and  onr  Gorermnent  aocqita  "at  onee." 
Call  this  an  invitation  I  6ir,  it  is  hut  little 
abort  of  tlie  reverae.  We  are  invited  provi«on- 
ally— we  make  oonditiong ; — the  conditions  are 
not  oomplied  with;  bnt  the  invitation  is  ez' 
tended  in  fono.  Vbat  is  this  bat  a  ^epensa- 
ttou  to  staj  away  I  The  non-«omp1iance  with 
the  oondi^na  ia  tJM  tultbmtiM  answer,  and  the 
formal  invitation  to  attend,  tuMrfAtloM,  So.,  is 
tbe  oompSiment  to  grace  ue  repolse.  Let  any 
gentleman  make  the  case  hia  own.  He  is  in- 
vited  to  a  party,  either  for  bnsiness  or  pleasure 
— he  makes  oonditions — he  most  know  finir 
things,  or  not  ccme.  The  foar  things  are  told 
him,  but  the  inviters  say,  "  ut  ihall  ht  glad  to 
tee  j/oa,  rir  I  "—What  is  this  bnt  leave  of  ab- 
sence! Bir,  I  am  not  Joking  about  this  mat- 
ter. I  do  believe  that  our  attendance,  at  tlte 
forepart  of  this  aesrion,  will  be  embarrassing 
and  diaobliging  to  the  OonfeSeratcs,  aud  that, 
if  tliey  wish  us  to  come  at  all,  it  is  not  imme- 
diately. I  will  give  another  reason  for  this  in- 
fbrenoe,  in  the  proper  plaoe.  At  present  it  is 
Boffioient  to  know  the  fact,  that  these  Oonfede- 
ratee  are  determined  upon  tlie  invasion  of  Onba 
and  Porto  Bioo,  and  that  we  ar^going  to  Pana- 
ma to  advise  aKalnst  it. 

From  this  view  of  the  invitation,  it  is  olosr 
that  it  was  not  of  a  character  to  lay  us  nnder 
an  obligation  to  accept  it — that  we  might  have 
declined  it  witbunt  ofibnce,  and  that  oar  final 
aeoeptance  was  more  <mr  invitation  than  theirs. 
Bnt  there  are  two  other  aspects  nnder  which 
this  invitation  is  still  to  be  looked  at.  lu  the 
first  place,  it  comes  from  a  part  only  of  the 
Confederates — three  out  ofjSe« — Colombia,  Mex- 
ico, and  Qnatemala;  Pera  and  Chili  oot  having 
Jdned  in  giving  it.  lu  the  next  plaoe,  our  in- 
vitation is  hy  word  of  month,  or,  at  least,  by  a 
note.  We  go,  if  we  go  at  all,  upon  B  parole 
request,  whereas  all  the  other  powers  go  upon 
treaties.  They  create  the  ofBce  by  treaties,  be- 
fore they  fiU  it,  and  in  this  they  do  right 
Their  constitntions  are  copied  from  onrs,  and 
from  their  example  onr  Government  sboold 
learn,  if  not  from  our  wgnments,  that  this  office 
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shoold  be  eraated  hetote  It  is  filled.  But,  on 
these  points,  as  ou  many  others,  I  limit  mys^ 
to  stating  the  proposition,  and  refer  tbe  Senate 
to  the  tmanswered  and  irrefntahle  argnmeuta 
of  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me — tkt  StK- 
atOTt  Maoon,  Randolph,  Hayne;  Woodbury, 
Dickerson,  VauBaren,  White,  Holmes,  BerriMi, 
and  him  whose  argnmeuts  we  have,  bnt  imhap- 
lijy  not  his  presence — Tazewell :  these  haw 
■roke  the  way  before  me,  overturned  all  ob- 
stacles, silenced  all  voieca,  and  left  to  me  the 
easy  task  of  following  in  the  resr— a  file  doav 
in  the  oolnmn  which  trsveraea  the  fidd  withiont 
redstanoe. 

I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  enough  has  now 
been  said,  sarelj  enough  nntil  some  part  of  it 
is  refnted — to  justify  the  Senate  in  withholding 
its  advice  to  the  Pr««dent  to  send  these  ICi^ 
ters  to  the  Congress  at  Panama.  I  admit  that 
Oongreas  to  be  a  wise  measure  for  the  Spanish 
American  States,  as  onr  Congress  was  a  wise 
one  for  ns  In  1778 ;  bnt  it  is  impoenble  fbr  os 
to  advise  this  mission  in  any  of  tbe  varions 
forms,  or  under  any  of  tbe  names  and  oolor^  in 
which  it  has  been  presented  to  us.  We  oMuot 
send  Hiniaters  into  the  Ctmgrees:  for  iha!k 
wonld  make  ns  a  party  to  it ;  we  cannot  send 
them  to  it :  for  they  are  not  sovereign  to  receive 
them.  We  cannot  aend  them  to  actwtCA  it: 
for  that  is  an  organized  body,  and  out-  IGids- 
ters  will  be  indivldnal.  We  cannot  s«nd  them 
to  hang  abont  it,  and  talk,  and  remit  home  ao. 
counts  of  consoltationa :  for  they  are  accredited 
to  natiotu,  and  cannot  sink  to  tbe  condition  of 
nnoffidal  agwts  and  lobby  Ministers. 

Bnt  the  misaicm  is  sud  to  be  popular.  Ocr- 
t^uly  it  is  exhibited  under  forms  to  catch  tba 
public  favor.  Beligion,  liberty  and  Oom- 
inerce  I  Such  are  the  banners  under  which  it 
goes  forth  1  Banners  well  calculated  to  draw 
after  them  a  crowd  of  followers  from  every 
walk  and  station  in  life.  The  prospect  of  a  po- 
litical crusade  against  the  "  bigotrg  and  cpprm- 
lion"  of  the  Boman  Catholic  Cbnrcb,  must 
warhi  the  hearts  and  command  the  bene^o- 
tions  of  every  religions  sect  in  the  Union.  Even 
tbe  Unitarians,  who  are  not  Christians,  iiiu?t  be 


of  Republics,  to  counterpoise  tbe  Holy  Alliance 
of  Kings,  roust  fire  the  souls  of  all  the  votaries 
of  Liberty.  The  generous  Bepnblicans  of  tha 
West  must  be  particularly  mflamecl  by  it 
Then  comes  Commerce,  with  her  golden  trun, 
to  excite  the  cupidity  and  to  fire  the  ararke  of 
tbe  trading  disuiots.  New  Orleans,  Charieaton, 
Baltimore^  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Baa- 
ton,  must  see  their  riches  suspended  npon  the 
issne  of  this  mission  to  the  Isthmus.    In  a 


LU  deuominatJous  of  religious  secta,  mn^ 
find  something  in  it  to  suit  their  particnler 
taste,  and  to  accommodate  their  individnal 
wishes.  It  will  be  to  no  purpose  that  iViidtgH^ 
in  the  form  of  a  Senatorial  minority,  shall  oome 
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IT  these  ezpeotatitmt  are  vain  and  iUnaory. 

Coll]  osloolatton  will  avail  nothing  against  the 
fiwoinati<HU  of  fi«llgioiL  libertf.  and  Ooinmeroe. 
Two  of  these  ot^ecSa  alone,  so  ur  bat^  as  three 
hnndred  yeais  ago^  precnpitatad  the  Old  upon 
the  New  World :  fired  the  eonla  of  OoitM,  R- 
zarro,  and  their  followen;  OT«rtumed  the 
thrones  of  Montezoma  and  the  Inosa,  and 
ligh(«d  np  a  flame  in  whioh  the  "  Children  of 
the  Sua  "  were  oomomed  like  stabble.  What, 
then,  maj  not  be  expected,  when,  to  the  inspira- 
tions and  the  glitter  of  these  two  objects,  are 
added  the  noble  impnlsions  and  the  brilliant  at- 
trastiona  of  liberty!  Bnt  great  aa  are  all 
these  canaes  of  popnlar  exoUament,  the  snoMsa 
and  popnlariU  of  the  mission  is  not  allowed  to 
rest  exdasivdr  i^n  them.  The  teirwa  of  de- 
nnnciation  are  snperadded  to  the  charms  of  se- 
dnotioa  Those  who  cannot  be  won  br  oaressea, 
must  be  sabdoed  bj  menace.  A  bo^  oo-ordi- 
nate^  and  bodies  not  coordinate^  have  been  set 
in  motion  agiiost  tbe  Senate.  Lond  damors 
beset  our  w&Us.  The  cry  (^"fiietien/"  "epp»- 
aition/"  "^^arineipUd/"  resound  through 
the  streets.  Woe  to  the  Senator  that  hesltatas  I 
Voe  to  him  that  refbses  bis  advice  1  Woetohim 
thataaksforinformadonbeforehe^vesitl  To 
withhold  advio^  ia  to  deny  oonfldenoe — to  denj 
«onfidenoe,  is  to  oppoae  tbe  AdminiattMioi^— 
to  oppose  tbe  Adnunistasdon,  is  to  commit  a 
crime  of  tbe  greatest  enormity ;  &r  the  inatant 
punishment  of  whidi,  the  air  itoelf  seems  to  be 
alive  and  filled  with  aven^ngapirits. 

I  have  now  finished,  Sr.  President,  what  I 
had  to  say,  I  do  not  mean  to  recapLtolate.  I 
am  no  enemy  to  tbe  new  Bepnblics  to  tbe 
Sonth.  On  the  ooDtrary,  I  have  watched  their 
prt^rese  with  all  tbe  solioitnde  of  a  partisan 
and  all  the  euthunasm  of  a  devotee,  fh)m  the 
first  impulsion  at  Buenoi  Ayrei.  in  1806,  and 
at  DeUrn*,  in  ISOB,  down  to  tiie  '^erowting 
mere]/  "  at  Ayaehvchc,  in  1624.  I  saw  with 
pride  and  Joy  uie  old  Oastiliaa  obaraoter  emei^ 
log  ftom  tne  cloud  nnder  which  it  had  been  hid 
for  three  hundred  jeam  When  first  on  this 
fioor,  in  1S21~'2, 1  voted  for  tbe  recognition  of 
the  new  Republics — 1  gave  my  vote  with  a 
heart  swelling  with  joy  lor  the  greatneas  of  the 
event,  and  with  gratitnde  to  God  tliat  he  bad 
made  me  a  witness  to  see,  and  an  inslmment  to 
aid  it.  Whether  these  Kepnblics  shall  be  able 
to  maintwn  their  independence,  and  the  free 
f<mn  of  their  Governments,  is  not  for  me  to 
say,  nor  is  tbe  decision  of  that  question  mate- 
risi  to  my  dedelou  of  thii.  I  wish  tbem  to  be 
free  and  Bepublican,  and  I  shall  act  upon  the 
presumption  that  lliey  are  to  be  so.  I  wish  for 
their  mendsbip  and  commu^  and,  to  obtain 
these  advantages,  I  have  advised  the  sending  of 
Unisters  to  all  the  States,  no  matter  bow 
jonng  and  unimportant,  and  would  now  advise 
an  AgButorOonunisaionertobeaent  toFanama. 
1  will  not  ^WMir  of  these  young  Bepnbtica. 

Under  all  ('■■■' 

wonders. 


bound  them  to  Old  Spain,  and  tUe  adt^tion  of 
onr  form  of  Govenimeut,  is  a  stupendooa  efllwt 
for  a  people  snni  for  ^es  in  civil  and  religiooa 
despotism.  Bolitab,  VtoroKU,  Buto,  and  a 
boet  of  others,  have  deserved  well  of  die  kn- 
msn  raoe.  Tbey  have  fixed  the  regards  and 
the  hopes  of  the  civilized  world.  I  trust  that 
these  hopes  will  not  be  disappointed ;  bnt  in 
this  age  of  miracles,  when  events  succeed  each 
other  with  so  mnch  rapidity ;  when  the  diadem 
has  been  seen  to  niarkle  on  the  brow  of  the 
Bepublican  Qeneral,  it  is  not  for  me  to  bail  any 
man  as  WAsms^TOK  until  be  ehall  have  beea 
canonized  by  tbe  seal  of  death. 

[Ur.  RunxiLPB  conolnded  tbe  debate  in  a 
very  long  ^eeoh,  not  reported  for  tbe  reaaon 
before  sUtea :  after  which,  late  in  tbe  night  d 
the  14th,  the  final  qnestuHis  were  taken  on  this 
suljjeot  OS  stated  In  the  i        "  '     * 

Ezeontive  Prooeedlngs.*] 


Fmnaz,  Uarch  17. 
EumitiM  PnetedinBi—BMttat^iMnt  tf  ICf. 

Sandolph?*  JfoUoa,  Made  and  WUAdramia 

Stent  Semio9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IUhdolph  : 

Ordered,  Tbot  the  following  motion,  sob- 
mitted  by  iti.  Rasdolpb,  oa  the  21st  Febm- 
ary,  and  withdrawn  on  the  22d  Febroary,  be 
inserted  on  the  Journal : 

Bfeltii,  That  tba  Senate  having,  on  the  ISth 
day  of  Fetnua^,  passed  the  foUowing  rtadiitioiis ; 

"  SatiJved,  lliat,  upon  the  qnestiao  whether  lbs 
Ui^ted  States  shall  b«  represented  in  the  OoitgreN 
of  Panama,  thi  Benste  oneht  ta  act  with  open 
doors,  nnlws  It  shall  •.ppear  tnat  th»  publication  of 
doeameotB,  necnssary  to  be  referred  to  in  debate, 
will  be  pt^adieiBl  to  eiisdng  negotiatisos. 

"Rnotvid,  That  the  President  be  reapecthdly 
requested  to  inform  the  Senate,  whether  such  im- 
jeotlon  exist*  to  tbe  publication  of  tbe  doenmenls 
coDunimlcated  by  tba  Eieentlve  or  any  portion  of 
them ;  and,  if  so,  to  spedfy  tbe  parts,  the  pnbBca. 
tioD  of  which  would,  for  tbat  resacn,  be  obJecUon- 
able." 

To  wbiob  tbe  Kwident  returned  the  fbllow- 
ing  Meoaage  in  answer,  via : 


CUtIob,  Edwud^  Huilim,  Hndikk*,  Johnsoa  at  Xan- 
tD^,  JotuHUD  <t  LoaUua,  Eal^t,  UoTd,  u-Tfcf^  imb, 
VM*,  BobMB^  Bn|^a^auft>rd,8«Tnian,8nlia,TkoBM, 
Tsndrk^  mnar.  Tba  uja:  llmn.  Bntoi^  Burtta, 
Bruoli,  Ohiuidlar,  Oobb,  DIckaitoo,  Stfon,  TIndUx,  Birnt, 
Botmfii,  Euw,  EId^  Uaom,  Bukdolpl^  Sowai^  Tsa  Bbtu, 
WUta,  WUUuiia,  Woodborr. 

Tba  odidaB  b^agiUHtioBad,  llw  aDBSRuUaD  aT  tba  Ud- 
titan  (Ur.  Jobn  SatfMBt,  Mr.  SlabUFd  Owk  Andanoo, 
ud  tba  Oaaiatsir  at  LatWlOB,  Ur.  TOUaa  B.  Beehaatar) 
Mlovad  tt  tooM,  batwltboat  lUHbar  ai 


TtUarad  a(  tb^i  ^polatOMDt  by  Iqs*  vt  III 
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lalitmiii  FmilMmml  of  Zowiw  WlBIa  <M  India*  Bmti  urt'cu. 


[MucB,  ias«. 


"  In  uuwer  to  tbs  two  rasolutloni  of  the  Sen 
tu  of  ttie  Ifth  butant,  nurhed  (EieciitiT«,)  and 
Thicli  I  IuiT«  receired,  I  tttte,  retpoctliillT,  that 
■11  the  GODUniuiJaatioiu  &om  me  to  the  Seoitc, 
reUtliiR  to  tlie  Congren  U  Fuuma,  hsTe  been 
msde,  like  tU  other  oommoiiicktione  on  Eiecu- 
tire  bomnew,  In  etmfidtntt,  »nd  moet  of  them  in 
cumpUuice  with  m  refolution  of  the  Beiiato  re- 
tjaegtine  them  confidentudlj.  Belieiing  thit  the 
establUhed  uau^  of  &ee  oonfidBntisI  commanica- 
tloiu,  between  tbo  Eiecutire  and  the  Betute,  onj^ht, 
for  the  public  interest,  to  be  pfeserred  iiiiloip«ired, 
I  deem  it  to  be  mj  indispeiuwble  dnt  j  to  lesTe  to  the 
Senate  Itself  the  dedjion  of  t  qoenlon,  inrahring  a 
depArinre,  hitherto,  so  &r  u  I  un  informed,  with- 
out example,  from  that  natgo,  and  upon  the  mo- 
tiTea  for  which,  not  being  infonned  of  them,  I  do 
not  S»el  myself  oempeteot  to  decide. 

"JOHN  QDDJCT  ADAMR" 

Bitoivtd,  That  the  Senate  cannot,  condatenllj 
with  a  due  aenae  of  it>  coostiCntioiia]  righta  and 
datiea,  proceed,  ander  the  drenmftaucea  of  the  caoe, 
to  a  farther  oooaiderallon  of  the  queatJon,  whether 
or  not  it  be  expe^nt  for  the  United  Statea  toaend 


Od  motion,  bj  Hr.  Buhmlfh; 

Ordered,  That  the  foUowian  motion  mt^  by 
Ur.  Bun>oLPH,  on  the  14tli  March,  and  after- 
wards withdrawn,  be  entered  on  the  Jonmal : 

JUmived,  That  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and 
Alabama,  tteioK  onrepresented.  In  cameqnence  of 
the  death  of  Joaa  GAiLLiim,  and  of  Hesit  Cbam- 
Uat ;  and  the  State  of  Yirgii^  being  alio  nnrep- 
reaented,  bj  the  nnavoidable  absence  of  I^msros 
Wauu  Tuewiu.  ;  and  ^e  State  of  HissiBsippi, 
by  the  Tote  that  Tioua  B.  Run,  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators, be  eicosed  from  rating,  he  Iiot  liaring  had 
time  to  mako  np  bis  opinion,  so  aa  to  be  prepared 
to  vote  undentaodinglj  on  the  question :  The  Sen- 
ate cannot,  on  a  qnestioii  inTOlTtcg  the  dignity  and 
neutrality  of  the  United  Stales,  aad  the  fuudamen- 


On  motion,  bj  Hi,  Hatux  ; 

Ord^ecL  Xhat  the  iignnotion  of  •aorepj'  be 
removed  ovm  the  foregoing  proceedings,  and 
that  the  Beoretarr  caoso  tlie  aama  to  be  pab- 
liahed. 

X!xti«ctB  from  the  JonniaL 
Attest,    WALTER  LOWRIE,  Seerttary. 

IfoNDAT,  Uaroh  20. 

dian  Ji«Mreatton  at  Laht  WaAington,  8taU 

Vi.  Reed  rose  to  ofi^  a  resdation,  which, 
as  it  embraced  some  principles  on  which  ha 
believed  the  Senate  had  not  hitherto    been 
called  upon  to  act,  he  begged  leave  to  snbmit 
&w  remarks  b;  wa;  of  explanation. 

Ur.  R.  said  it  atmck  him  that  this  reeolntion 
which  he  waa  about  to  offer  to  the  Benate, 


iaTolved  some  prindplea  in  which  aereral  of  tha 
Statm  of  this  Union  had  a  joint,  and  something 
Uke  an  eqnal  ooneem.  It  related  to  the  Indiana, 
and  to  toe  light  in  whioh  they  were  to  be 
riewedbytbiBQoTemment.  It  was  well  known, 
Mr,  R.  said,  to  every  member  of  this  honorable 
body,  that  there  were  several  Statea  of  Ura 
Union,  a  great  portion  of  whose  territory  is  in 
the  oconpaooj  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants; 
and  he  preemned  it  was  already  known  to  the 
Senate  that  more  than  half  of  the  State  of 
Misdsdppi,  whioh  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  is  still  in  the  oocnpation  of  th« 
Indian  tribes — the  Choctaw  and  the  Ohickssaw 
nations.  In  regard  to  the  action  of  the  State 
laws  on  these  people,  there  never  had  been  any 
dlfficolty,  nor  was  it  aver  songht  on  the  part  of 
the  Stale  of  Miasisslppi,  to  extend  its  Jnriadie- 
tion  over  them ;  bat  Uiere  were  evils  growing  out 
of  their  sitoatlon  in  this  territory,  which  requir- 
ed the  consideration  of  this  Government.  Hr. 
B.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  call  the  atl«ntion  of 
the  Senate  to  the  actual  condition  of  these  peo- 
ple who  inhabit  the  territory  within  the  limita 
itf  the  Btat« ;  his  object  was  to  call  the  seriona 
consideration  of  the  Senate  to  the  condition  of 
onr  own  citizens,  who,  after  having  committed 
crimes,  or  contracted  debts,  locate  themselves 
amongst  these  Indiaus.  and  consider  themselves 
as  beyond  the  jDrisdiotion  of  oar  laws-  He 
wonld  reconnt  to  the  Senate  some  singnl*r 
&cts,  which,  he  believed,  to  the  same  ext«nt, 
existed  in  no  other  State  of  the  Union,  and 
which  he  thooght  wonld  go  &r  to  show  that 
something,  If  within  the  competency  of  this 
OoTcmment,  on^t  to  be  done  on  this  sab- 
joot. 

There  Is,  said  Mr.  R^  in  the  territorial  limits 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  near  to  tbe 
white  settiements,  one  of  the  most  beantifiil 
regions  in  the  world,  called  I^ke  Washington. 
The  territory  surrounding  it  is  most  beantlfi)!, 
the  soil  is  rich,  and  this  lake  and  territory  are 
both  sitnated  within  the  Indian  tenitory.  A 
man,  notorious  for  the  commission  of  various 
Crimea  in  the  State  of  Tenneaaee,  has  fl^  tor 
refage  within  the  jnrisdiction  of  these  Indiana, 
and  has  snlfjeot  to  bis  Jnrisdiction,  by  a  kind 
of  fendal  soverei^t^,  flf^  or  a  hundred  persons, 
living  on  this  lakeiwho  know  no  other  aaliiori- 
t;  bnt  his  own.  These  persons  are  exempted 
from  the  Jnrisdiction  of  the  taws  of  the  Union, 
and  cannot  be  reached  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Hlsdsdppi.  This  was  a  state  of  things,  Mr. 
R.  said,  the  Senate  wontd  easily  perceive,  was 
not  to  be  eodnred,  and  if  there  was  any  thing 
within  the  competency  of  the  Senate  to  remedy 
the  evil,  it  was  time  it  shoald  be  done.  There 
was  another  &ct  which  bad  Men  within  hU 
observation.  A  man  emigrated  from  Georsia 
twenty  years  ago,  and  settied  amongst  Uie 
Ohoctaw  Indians.  He  aoqnired  property  to  « 
large  amount,  and  he  recently  died  without 
leaving  any  le^timate  hetrs  in  tlie  place  where 
he  lived  and  died.  His  brother  came  on  to 
olahn  tba  property ;  he  apdied  to  eoimnl  fbr 
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0  remedy  vhiMver  ooiild  be  proTided,  to  put 
Aim  in  poaseodon  of  the  proper^.  Even  Bome 
of  the  offioera  of  OoTemment,  now  reddect  la 
the  Cbootaw  nation,  are  ooneidered  ae  entirely 
b^ond  the  reach  of  the  laws  of  the  IJDited 
Ststeii,  or  the  State  lawB.  It  had  ooenired  to 
him,  therefore,  that  it  wfta  a  dut;  incntDbent 
OD  him  to  call  this  matter  to  the  consideration 
of  the  competent  AHthorit J  of  the  United  States. 
He  repeated,  it  wu  not  sottght  on  the  part  of 
the  State  of  Misaiadpt^  or  by  her  Senatore  in 
this  Boose,  to  wfnroe  the  aodon  of  the  lavrs  on 
Qie  Indians  themselvee ;  thej  did  not  ohtim  to 
ooosider  them  as  subject  to  their  operation. 
The  Indian  tribes  have  l&wa  and  traditionarj 
naagea  of  their  own,  and  are  entitled  to  the 
patronage  sad  protection  of  the  Qeoeral  Gov- 
ernment; and,  Ur.  B.  obeerred,  the  Indian 
rights  are  snmaiently  eeenred,  and  they  them- 
sdTM  are  protected  in  the  coiJfTVOBt  of  the 
lands  io  whioh  they  are  looftted— «nt  they  h&ve 
no  right  to  ooostitiite  their  oonntry  into  an 
Bsylnm  for  debtora  and  criminals,  from  every 
State  of  the  Union,  and  to  afford  them  proteo- 
tioii.  He  remarked  to  the  Senate,  and  partion- 
lariy  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  not  soquaint- 
ed  with  this  snlijeot,  having  no  Indian  territory 
within  tbur  limits,  that  the  Indian  territory  in 
Hiedssippi  sfEbrds  a  complete  saoctaary  for 
debtors  and  Tagahonds  and  criminals  &om  every 
part  of  the  Union.  This  state  of  things  ongbt 
not  to  be  endured,  and  he  intended  to  offer  a 
reaolation,  which  had  in  view  the  taking  the 
•ense  of  this  body,  whether  it  was  competent 
for  them  to  extend  to  onr  own  dtizens,  who 
h^pen  to  be  within  the  Indian  territory,  the 
process  of  the  oonrts  of  the  United  States,  in 
order  that  Jostioe  might  be  done.  At  present, 
as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  investigate  tiie 
snbjeot,  it  was  the  opinion  of  aome  sblejarists  on 
this  point,  that  prooess  does  not  extend  to  per- 
K>nB  residing  In  the  Indian  territory — and  he 
wonld  wish  to  bring  to  the  oonaidBration  of 
the  Legislative  antiiori^  of  the  Union,  the 
gnefltion,  whether  it  is  competent  for  as  to 
extend  onr  civil  and  criminal  process ;  or 
whetha  it  Is  one  of  the  appendages — one  of 
these  people's  rights,  as  sovereigns,  to  affbrd  a 
•anotnary  to  vagabonds  from  every  part  of  the 
TTnlon^  and  who  are  of  no  service,  bnt  detri- 
ment^ to  the  Indians  themselves. 

There  was,  Mr.  R.  said,  aoother  qaeetion 
involved  in  this  matter,  which  he  was  very 
andons  to  bring  before  the  consideration  of 
'  the  proper  anthoriry  of  the  Union.  How  fat 
it  is  wiihin  the  competency  of  the  State  to 
extmd  the  action  of  its  own  laws,  withont  the 
■id  of  the  United  States,  to  pervons  thus  dr- 
oonsstanoed,  is  a  qnestion  Bomewhat  novel,  and 
luu  never  been  decided.  Being  forcibly  stntck 
with  the  importance  of  this  qnestion  to  the 
States  within  whose  territorial  limits  the  Indian 
territory  is  mtoated,  at  the  last  sesdon  of  the 
Legislature  of  ICsdsdppi,  a  propodtion  was 


made  to  extend  the  dvil  power  of  their  courts 
to  their  own  dtizena  who  had  contracted  debts 
within  the  State,  and  hod  fled  to  this  savage 
saootnary:  the  matter  was  debated  fur  many 
days,  and  it  was  at  last  decided  that  there 
existed  no  power  in  the  State  to  extend  the 
action  of  its  laws  in  the  manner  whioh  was 
sought  by  the  proposition  before  the  Legisla- 
ture. Ur.  B.  sdd  hU  own  opinion  on  this 
point  was,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  State 
to  act  within  its  own  territorial  limits,  so  &r  as 
to  serve  its  own  civil  process,  and  the  action  of 
ite  laws,  on  dtizens  who  may  have  contracted 
obligationa.  The  State  decided  otherwise,  and 
sdd  it  was  a  matter  for  the  General  Qovernment ; 
therefore,  if  there  was  any  remedy  on  this  sub- 
ject to  be  obtained,  it  was  to  be  at  the  hands  of 
the  General  Government,  and  not  by  force  of 
any  competent  anthority  in  the  State  Govern- 
ment. The  reeolntion  he  was  abont  to  submit, 
Ur.  R.  sdd,  would  go  to  investigate  this  point, 
in  which  he  oonsidered  rights  of  high  impor' 
tanoe  to  be  involved — his  proposition  would  go 
to  inqoire  how  far  it  is  competent  for  the  Bt^ 
alone,  by  iu  own  anthority  and  power,  vritb- 
oat  the  dd  of  the  General  Government,  to  aot 
vrithin  thdr  ova  territory,  on  their  own  citi- 
Eeos,  who  had  oontraoted  obligations  amongst 
the  whites,  and  then  had  fled  to  the  Indian 
territories.  On  the  subject  of  this  resolotion, 
Ur.  B.  beg^ied  ihe  particnlar  attention  of  the  gen- 
tiemen  from  Georgia  and  Alabama.  One  qna&- 
tion  which  was  involved,  would  be,  to  see  how 
fto  it  is  in  the  competence  of  any  State  situated 
as  his  or  theirs  were,  to  act  on  this  BoMect, 
withont  invoking  the  dd  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment If,  npon  investigation,  it  was  fonnd 
that  the  Stetea  have  no  anch  competency  by 
their  individnd  efforts,  to  attain  the  aid  he  had 
in  view,  then  the  resolution  contemplates  tlie 
matter  in  another  point  of  view,  how  far  it  is 
competent  for  this  Government  to  concede  its 
assent  to  snch  States,  that  they  exercise  the 
right  of  sovereigntv  for  such  purposes  of  joatice. 
Mr.  R.  sdd  he  dia  not  intend  to  enter  into  a 
fhll  discussion  of  this  matter,  which  he  regarded 
as  highly  important  to  those  States  whose  ter- 
ritoriee  were  nmilarly  situated  with  those  of 
UissLsdppi. 

In  regard  to  these  Indiana,  Ur.  B.  said  it  was 
nnneoesaary  now  to  discuss  their  actud  postnre 
in  our  social  and  politicd  order :  it  had  been  a 
matter  of  debate  from  the  first  establiahmeot  of 
this  Government  np  to  the  present  time.  Their 
actual  condition  in  oar  political  order  has  not 
yet  been  jettlad — whether  they  are  considered 
as  an  inotpeadent  people,  entirely  free  from 
the  action  of  onr  legislation  and  laws,  or  whe- 
ther they  are  to  be  conaiderod  as  independent 
lui  fttodo  only,  are  qnestions  whicli  have  not 
yet  been  decided.  How  &r  their  rights  to  the 
soil  are  plenary  or  imperfect,  or  nnder  what 
modiBcations  tney  hold  the  right  of  occupancy, 
is  still  a  qnestion  on  which  no  determinate 
opinions  have  yet  been  formed.  On  one  qaea- 
tioo,  Vr.  R.  fiud,  his  opinion,  from  as  observj 
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tioa  of  fifteen  jean,  was  settled  beToud  ponl- 
ble  change — it  was,  that  the  prospect  of  civili^ 
lug  theBQ  people  b;  the  Botions  of  snirooiidiag 
commnnidea,  u  illnsiTe.  It  ia  a  dream,  which 
never  cao  be  realized.  Ho  wie  entirety  per- 
Boaded  that  bo  long  aa  the  tribe*  of  Indiana, 
within  anj  btkte  of  the  UoioQ,  were  exempted 
from  the  octiun  of  onr  laws,  they  never  Toold 
consent  to  remove  from  the  territory  they 
oooopy.  He  thooKbt  it  was  a  fair  and  correct 
pcJii^,  instead  of  making  vain  and  iUosive 
eff:>rta  t«  oiviliie  them,  and  inoiade  them  in  onr 
political  inecitntlone,  to  remove  them  to  the 
Dordera  of  oar  territories,  where  the  real  ohar- 
acter  of  the  savage  man  can  tw  benefited.  If 
this  policy  cannot  be  pnrsned,  the  tril>ee  of  In- 
dians in  the  State  of  Mlsaiaeippi  will  not  last  for 
twenty  years  looger.  The  seeds  of  national 
disBolntion  are  eowq;  they  are  operating  with 
extraordinary  rapidity,  and  the  period  Is  not 
tax  dietant  when  theae  nations  most  nndergo  an 
entire  dlsBolaUon.  Bnt,  until  our  legislation 
can,  in  some  fonn  or  other,  he  hronght  to  act 
on  these  people,  or  those  resident  amongst 
them,  they  never  will  consent  to  abandon  their 
lands.  Bo  soon  as  onr  laws  can  reach  tlioee 
abandoned  dtisens,  who  settle  amongst  them 
and  become  as  aavtu[e  as  the  Indians  themselveo, 
a  powerfiil  motive  for  their  continnance  will  be 
removed.  It  is  the  first  step  in  a  system  of 
removal ;  it  is  the  first  step  in  any  system  tend- 
ing to  a  change  of  residence. 

Mr.  RiBD  concladed  by  snhmittiDg  the  ftA- 
lowing  reeolntion ; 

"  BtuUtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inqiure  into  the  expediency  of  su- 
tboriiiag  by  law  the  courts  of  the  Uniled  Blatei  Id 
Issue  proceu,  both  civil  uid  crimiDsl,  and  to  ciuse 
the  aame  to  be  eiecnted  aninst  persons  reudent 
upon  land,  occupied  by  the  Indioiu,  within  the  ter- 
ritorial limits  of  any  State.  And  that  the  same 
committee  be  further  instructed  to  Inquire,  whether 
there  is  iny  mode  by  whieh  the  United  States  cui 
yield  their  assent,  that  iny  State  may  exerdse  the 
power  of  issuing  civil  and  criminal  process  aninst 
persons  M  rtrident  upon  lands,  occupied  by  lodlans, 
within  its  limits ;  and  whether  such  assent,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  lie  neceMarj  to  the  eiei^ 
cise  of  this  power,  on  ttie  port  of  any  mdividuol 
Sute." 

Oentral  Appropriation  SiU —  Catni*rla7id  jRoad, 
Hr.  BumoLPH  rose,  and  said,  I  do  not  rise 
to  detain  the  Senate,  or  to  give  a  history  of 
this  very  extraordinary  road,  or  of  th«  com- 
pact between  the  State  of  Ohio,  or  rather  Terri- 
tory, and  the  United  States,  oat  of  Which  this 
appropriaUon  for  roads  grew.  I  will  only  s^, 
that  that  snbjeot,  when  before  Congress,  now 
abont  twenty-fonr  years  ago,  if  I  don't  forget — 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Keans,  of  which  I  was  a  member.  There  was 
a  gentleman  from  the  State  of  Ohio  attending 
here  in  behalf  of  that  State — I  do  not  now  recol- 
lect whether  he  was  a  territorial  Delf^te — I 
thinlc  he  waa  not — he  has  unoe  been  Governor 


of  Ohio.  The  eommittae  did  not  ohooae  to 
come  into  the  views  of  that  gentleman  in  many 
reepeots,  and,  among  othws,  in  refsrenoe  to  the 
boondariea  of  the  8t^  c^OUo— exteodii^  than 
beyond  the  Ifiami  of  the  Lake— tltey  did  not 

Eive  Uma«arC«(Ia>MA«to  make  the  bill  what 
epleaied.  TheOommitteeof Wmaitdlieans 
were  ao  extremely— what  ahaD  I  aayJ  eo  ex- 
Imnely  impracticable  by  thta  agent,  tbat  Uwy 
were  disohnged  fhun  tlw  fluther  ooiirider«i<» 
of  llie  sntijeat,  and  ti>e  aneetion  w 


in  a  bill  nnder  which  Ohio  came  into  the  Uniai, 
and  that  bill  was  the  work  almost  ezdnrivdy 
of  the  Bepresentative  of  what  is  now  the  State 
of  Ohio,  with  some  little  modiScations  on  tfae 
part  of  tjie  then  Secretary  of  the  Treamry,  who 
had  this  road  a  good  deu  at  heart,  and  tfaroogh 
wboae  inbveat,  instead  of  g(^g  thitmgh  Olaila- 
bnrg,  aa  was  oontended  for  by  the  Representa- 
tive from  that  distriot  irf  oonntry,  it  waa  earned 
tbnm^  Pennrrlrania,  to  Wlwdnw,  oxdy  Ktdng 
throi^  a  smaU  portion  ol  yirglnia,  oaUed  the 
oonutT  <a  Brooke^  hardly  as  wide  aa  tibe  ettstem 
shore  of  Vir^nia— azt^ndingbetweHi  the  west- 
em  bonndary  ot  Peoni^lvania  and  Uie  river 
Ohio,  vhieh,  in  that  partioolar  reach  of  its 
ooDTse,  is  neariy  dne  waOtytad  ahooat  paraUd 
Co  the  line  that  sqwratca  Pennsylvania  on  die 
west  fhnn  Ti^flnia,  The  bill  iiassed  as  modi- 
fied by  the  agent  of  Ohio,  giving  to'  her  a 
greater  disposable  area  of  arable  land,  than  any 
other  State  in  this  Union  possesaea — giving  her 
a  snperSeies  of  land  fit  for  cnltivation,  surpata- 
ing  the  other  two  States  of  Indiana  and  niincis, 
and  cntting  off  from  the  Territory  of  Uiofaigan 
all  that  fine  country  which  lies  b^ond  the 
Miami  of  the  Lake,  to  suit  the  dealgna  of  this 
agent,  and  those  of  another  gentl«nan,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  (Gideon 
Granger,)  who  I  heard  declare  with  Us  own 
bps,  tiiat  he  woald  make  a  State  there,  which 
should  eoantervail "  t&t  great  State  of  Virginia  f 
and  he  has  done  it.  I  did  not  rise  to  give  tins 
history,  bnt  to  vindicate  ray  oonsisteuoy — it  b 
by  th^  consistency,  tbr  althongh  the  tmth  may 
he  blamed,  she  never  osn  be  shamed— it  is  to 
that  consistency  that  I  owe  my  place  here — 
that  it  is  that  consistency,  which,  oooording  as 
the  several  parties  of  tbb  country  have  vibnted 
one  way  or  another,  haabronght  me  into  oolli- 
Hon  with,  or  in  sapport  of  them.  I  hope  tbe 
Senate  will  pardon  this  egotism— It  is  dne  to 
myself  to  release  me  from  the  impntation  of 
any  "  bad  faith"  in  respect  to  the  Stale  of  Ohio 
— 1  disclaim  it — I  declare,  before  God  and  nan, 
that  I  never  did — thoagb  the  reoord  wiS  ^wok  ' 
to  tbe  contrary — yet  the  reoord  dta't  t^  tire 
tmth — I  never  did  vote  for  Qie  admisaon  of 
any  one  new  State  into  the  Union  fh>m  the  time 
that  I  took  my  seat  in  Oongress — and,  so  help 
me  God,  I  never  wUL  Ohio  was  the  first  State 
which  was  admitted  after  I  took  my  seat  in 
OongreM — in  the  Jonmal  yon  will  find  my 
name,  but  yon  will  find  it  as  one  of  the  Omu- 
mittee  on  W^a  and  Ifeana  to  whom  the  sob- 
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jeot  WM  in  the  fint  Instance  referred.  Tou 
vin  not  find  it  on  the  committee,  to  whit^ 
the  Gnmmittee  on  Wajg  aod  Ueons  bdns  dis- 
diarged  from  the  ml^eot,  it  woa  referred,  Im- 
eanae  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  wert 
not  nffioientlr  praotioable  to  the  Tiewa  of  this— 

Shether  a  territorial  del^ate  or  lobW  mem' 
r,  it  don*t  value  iAat  /)  uiie  dlplomotfa  agent 
on  the  part  of  Ohio.  I  did  not  vote  against 
the  sdmiBiion  of  the  State  of  Ohio  into  the 
Union,  not  only  beoanH  there  was  no  oocauon 
for  me  to  throw  myself  into  the  ranks  of  oppo- 
rition  a^Qst  mv  best  friends,  with  whom  I 
was  united  in  the  closest  boods  of  intimao;, 
when  that  opposition  ooold  not  avail,  bnt  be- 
eanaa  I  was  onable  to  attend  on  the  final  ques- 
tion, if  I  bad  been  in  the  House,  I  ihonid 
have  Toted  against  the  State  of  Ohio  being  ad- 
mitted Into  the  Union,  bnt  I  oonld  not  get  to 
the  Hoose  from  indispoaitiMi,  when  the  qnee- 


In  a  minority  of  two  with  an  old  wdition-law 
and  black-oookada  Federalist  on  some  of  them) 
I  voted  aniDst  the  admission  of  any  new  Btate 
into  the  Union— I  wtm't  be  pomtive,  for  I  have 
not  hnntad  the  Jonmal-^nv  last  vole  I  think 
wall  in  reference  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Kissoori  into  t^e  Union,  wliich 


Ohio  waa  the  first  State  admitted,  so  was  His- 
•oori  the  hut— the  fhots  are  these — I  don't  see 
anf  one  here  who  can  owroborate  them,  bnt 
my  then  ctdleagne,  W.  8.  Aboeibb  oan,  so  can 
twwi^,  thirty,  fifl?  gentlemen  in  the  Honse 
of  BMiresentativea.  The  bots  were  these:  On 
the  ni^t  that  that  UU  had  its  last  vote  in  the 
other  Honae,  my  colleagne  was  a  new  member 
— I  declared  poblicly  uid  openly  that  in  case 
that  bill  sliould  pass,  with  the  amendment  then 
proposed,  nnleae  another  ameadmeDt  should  soo- 
oeeo,  which  did  not  mcoeed— I  declared  con- 
ditionally, that  Ishonld  move  for  a  reconddera- 
tionof  Ihevote-Hnjself  and  mj  colleagne,  who, 
with  another  gentleman  whom  I  shall  not  refer 
to,  tboogh  near  me,  (Mr.  Maooh,)  were  the 
<mly  persons  whoni  1  have  heard  oi,  belonging 
to  the  Soothem  interest,  who  determined  to 
have  no  compromise  at  all  on  this  snbjeoL 
They  determined  to  cavil  on  the  nin«Umik 
part  of  a  hair  in  a  matter  of  sheer  right— tonoh- 
ioff  the  dearest  interests — the  life-blood  of  the 
SraOem  8tat««i  The  Honse  was  exhausted — 
ft  gentleman  binted  in  front  of  the  chair,  and 


do  as  well  to  put  off  the  motion  till  to-morrow, 

Sfor  he  was  m  ill  health  and  muoh  fttigned.) 
Kdd  I  oonld  not  agree  to  that  till  I  had  taken 
the  opinion  of  the  conrt  in  the  last  resort 
After  that  question  had  eventuated,  as  I  fore- 
saw it  might,  I  rose  in  my  place,  and  asked  of 
the  Speaker  whether  it  was  in  order  to  move  a 
reeonsideraUon  of  the  vote — be  said  that  it  was. 
Bir,  I  amstatang  &ota  of-more  importaneo  to 


the  civil  history  of  this  oonntiy  than  the  battle 
which  took  place  not  far  from  tliis— he  sud  it 
was.  I  then  asked  him — (to  relieve  my  col- 
leagne, who  had  jast  taken  his  seat  for  the  first 
time  that  session)  whether  it  wonld  be  in  order 
to  move  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  the 
next  day.  He  raid  something  to  this  effect : 
Sorely  the  gentleman  knows  the  rales  of  the 
House  too  well  not  to  know  that  it  will  be  in 


I  wanted  to  make  assurance  doubly  sore — to 
have  the  opinion  of  the  tribunal  fa  Uie  last  re- 
sort. I  then  agreed — to  accommodate  my  ool' 
leagne,  in  the  state  of  exhauetion  in  which  the 
House  then  was — I  agreed  to  suspend  my  motion 
for  reconsideratioi^  and  ive  adjonmed.  The 
next  morning,  bdfcte  either  Honse  met,  I  learned 
— no  matter  how — no  matter  Jhun  whom  or  for 
what  oonnderation— that  It  was  io.e(Mit«iiip]»> 
tion  that  this  cloek,  which  is  hsnlly  ever  in 
order,  and  the  clock  in  the  other  House,  which 
is  not  in  a  better  condition — ehonld  somehow 
disagree — tbst  the  Speaker  should  not  take  his 
seat  in  the  House  tili  the  Preadent  had  taken 
hie  seat  here,  and  then,  that  when  I  went  into 
the  House  to  make  my  motion,  I  was  to  be  ttdd 
that  the  Chair  regretted  veiy  much  that  the 
Clerk  had  gone  off  with  the  bill  —(hat  it  was 
not  in  their  poeseerioo,  and  the  case  was  irre- 
parable—and yet  I  reooUeot  very  well,  whea 
we  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  & 

Sarohment  roll  of  an  act  which  had  not  been 
nly  enrolled — two  sections  were  left  out  by 
the  carelessness  of  the  clerks  and  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Enrolment — that  act  was  hy  the 
Honse  of  Representatives,  ia  vhlch  it  ori^not- 
ed,  prooored  from  the  archives  ot  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  and  pat  on  the  statute  books,  as 
it  passed,  not  as  It  was  on  the  r«ll — and  en- 
rolled  anew.  It  was  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  captors  of  the  Mirboha  and  Missonda.  As 
soon  as  I  understood  this,  sir,  I  went  to  the 
Speaker  mysell^  and  told  him  that  I  most  have 
my  vote  for  reoonsideration  that  day — I  can 
only  say  that  I  inferred  —not  fVom  what  he 
tola  me— that  my  information  was  correct — I 
came  off  immediately  to  this  House — it  wanted 
about  twenty  minutes  of  the  time  when  the 
Senate  was  to  meet — I  saw  that  moat  respect- 
able man  whom  we  have  just  lost,  and  begged 
ipeak  with  him  in  private.  We  retired  to  a 
committee  room,  and  to  prevent  intrusion  we 
looked  tlie  door — I  told  him  of  the  oon^irocjr 
laid  to  defeat  me  of  my  oonstitntional  right  to 
move  a  reconsideration — (thongh  I  think  it  a 
dangerous  rnle,  and  always  voted  against  its 
being  pnt  on  the  roles  at  all — believing  that,  to 
prevent  tampering  and  oolluMon,  the  vote  to 
reconsider  ought  to  be  taken  instantly — ^yet, 
sir,  as  it  was  there,  I  had  a  right  to  make  the 
motion) — I  told  this  genUeman  that  he  might, 
bj  taking  the  chair  ol  the  Senate  sooner  than 
the  troe  time,  lend  himself  nn(x>nscioasly  to 
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State  (d  Tir^k.  I  Bpoke,  ur,  to  ■  nun  of 
bonor  and  a  gentleman,  and  it  la  nnnecMaarf 
to  lAj  that  be  did  not  take  the  oh^r  till  the 
propw  hour  arrived.  As  soon  as  that  honr  ar- 
rivM,  we  left  the  oommtttm  room  toeetber :  I 
went  oa  to  the  Honse  of  BepresentatiTea,  and 
fonnd  them  in  aearion,  and  Ilie  Olerk  reading 
the  Jonmal — meanwhile,  there  bad  been  mn- 
nera  tbrongh  the  long  pBMOge,  which  wai  then 
made  of  plonk,  I  lliink,  Mtween  tlie  two  Hooies, 
hnnting  for  Ur.  Goillaid — where  Jahef  he  is 
~  It  to  be  found.    The  Hoose  of  RepraaentatiTM 


iog  the  Jonmal — the  moment  after  he  had 
iabed  it  I  made  the  modou,  and  was  seoonded 
bf  mr  ooUeagoe,  Mr.  Abohbb,  to  whom  I  could 
ameu-^iot  that  mj  teatimdhf 'wante  evideooe 
— I  should  like  to  aee  the  man  who  wodU  qnes- 
tion  it  on  a  matter  of  fhot— this  bet  is  wul  re- 
membered— a  la^  would  as  aoon  forget  ber 
wedding  dajr  u  I  fbrget  thta.  The  motion  to 
reoondder  was  opposed— it  was  a  debatable 
qnestioD,  and  the  Weaker  stated  something  tliis 
way — "that  it  was  not  for  bim  to  give  any  or- 
dera— the  Olerk  knew  bis  duty."  The  Olerk 
went  more  than  once — my  impresrioa  ia,  that 
he  went  more  than  twice — I  oootd  take  my 
oath,  and  BO  I  believe  ooold  Mr.  Abchxb^  that 
he  made  two  eflbrts,  and  came  back  under  my 
eye,  like  a  mouse  under  the  eye  of  a  cat,  with 
the  engrossed  bill  in  his  hand — his  brewl  was 
at  stake — at  last  he,  with  that  paoe,  and  oonn- 
tenance,  and  manner,  which  only  consdons 
gnilt  can  inspire,  went  oft  his  porerty,  not  his 
wiQ,  coDseuting,  and,  bemre  the  debate  was 
Suited,  back  he  comes  with  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  which  had  then  become  a  law,  before  it 
was  decided  whether  they  would  reconsider  it 
at  nty  motion  or  not,  which  motion  nailed  the 
tdll  te  the  table  until  it  shoald  have  been  dis- 
posed of.  I  mention  this  fact  to  show  what 
unprincipled  men,  "feeling  poaer  and  forget- 
ting rifAt,"  are  capable  of  doing  even  in  the 
presiding  chair  of  a  deliberative  Assembly — 
yet,  notorioDB  as  these  fiicts  are,  so  anxious  was 
oDe  side  of  t^at  House  to  oover  up  their  defec- 
tion; such  was  the  anxiety  of  the  other  to  get 
Mlnsouri  in  on  any  oonditiana,  that  this  thing 
was  hushed  np.  Just  as  the  suspension  of  the 
Habeis  Ookpus  was  hushed  up. 

The  bill  was  passed  through  the  forms  of  law 
— Uissonri  was  admitted  .into  the  Union  con- 
trary to  the  constitution,  as  much  so  as  if  I  had 
voted  the  other  way  in  the  first  instance,  and 
the  Speaker  hod  ordered  the  Olerk  to  put  my 
name  with  the  ates  la  the  Journal  when  I  had 
vot«d  vo — because,  sir,  ^eeably  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  every  member 
baa  a  right  to  bis  vote  under  the  forms  of  the 
House,  whether  these  fonns  are  wise  or  foolish, 
and  my  colleague  and  myself  were  ousted  out 
of  our  right  to  reoonuder,  for  which  I  would 
not  have  taken  all  the  land  within  the  State  of 
3Ussauri. 

Having  given  this  account  of  thia  transaction, 


permit  me  to  say  that,  without  voting  upon  anj 
prine^U,  as  it  is  oailed,  upon  th«  subject  of  in- 
ternal improvement  at  all,  without  calling  that 
matter  into  qneslioB — withmit  calling  into  quea- 
tjonany"pljghted  futb,"  real  or  imaginary — 
unless  I  sllowed  myself  to  vote  inconsistetitly 
with  the  manner  in  which  I  have  voted  from 
1802  '3— I  remember  the  time,  because  it  was 
the  only  ses^n  that  I  lived  next  door  to  the 
Beoretary  of  the  Kavy;  and  I  was  a  fellow 
lodger  with  a  genUemao  whom  I  now  see  in  his 


^iwress  stood  bi^ier  than  I  iH  at  the  tima 
h  the  then  admimstration;  but  I  could  not 


InOoiu 
with  tr 

stomach  this  thing— I  wonld  not  vote  for  It.  _ 
saw  the  old  States  playing  what  I  thought « 
most  roinons  oad  pMuidona  gwDCk  and  vbat, 
in  the  end,  it  has  proved  to  bft---givmg  away  to 
the  Statea,  north  of  the  Obio^  Immuuilies  and 
privileges,  and  making  oonoeesioiu,  wbidi  they 
must  sooner  w  later  me — which  they  me  ^ 
this  time,  which  I  then  med,  and  aholl  forever 
rue-^ven  till  "  the  day  of  Judgment,"  whidi 
some  of  ns  may  wish  to  be  with  a  stey  of  ex- 
ecution. I  have  no  design,  as  you  may  per* 
oeive,  sir,  on  the  Presidency,  nor  on  any  Mber 
office  which  is  In  the  Prwideatial  ^ft,  or  in 
that  of  "the  nation,"  whoy  power  haa  {a> 
creased,  is  increasing  and  never  wiU,  I  fbai^- 
although,  it  ous^t  to  be^  and  I  wish  it  conld  be, 
diminubed.  f  have  persevered  lo  this  course^ 
ab  ow  vtgug  ad  mala—ttoia  the  beginning  of 
the  feast— I  fbar  I  must  say,  to  the  beginning  of 
the  &min&  I  dtaU  eontinne  to  do  so,  whether 
I  commit  a  breach  of  faith  or  not    I  shall  vote 


will  I  agree  that,  with  abler  and  better  men,  I 
too  have  slnmbered  on  my  post — aligvaado  op- 
timui  dormitat. 

Having  si^d  thus  much  on  this  bill,  there  is 
one  more  sabjevt  on  which  I  will  touch,  and  at 
down.  In  the  National  Intelligencer,  last  Fri- 
dav,  IsawapieoerignedlMrKAKStra;  tlhtia,if 
I  nave  not  forgotten  my  Latin,  a  man  that 
wants  his  ^noer.  This  dinneriesa  gentleman  ia 
doing  what  the  printers  of  tbe  pablio  law*  in 
Kentucky  and  elsewhere  are  doing  every  day — 
landing  to  the  skies  oertein  (^nUemen,  and  libel- 
ling others;  yon, in  psrtioSar,  sir.  This  hoo- 
n7  man,  who  stsnds  so  much  in  need  of  a 
diiinei^-there  is  no  man's  appetite  so  sharp  aa 
his  who  Is  to  eat  at  another's  expense — who 
was  the  cynic,  sir)  I  think  it  was  Diogenes— 
who,  being  asked  what  wine  be  liked  best,  an- 
swered, that  which  he  drank  at  another's  ex- 
pense. I  am  not  of  that  opinion  at  alL  I  like 
uo  dinners  bnt  snch  as  I  pay  for  ont  of  my  own 

Eocket.  He  gtitt&ru*  rum  t»t  dupulandaiitf  even 
Btween  cynics,  sir.  So  there  are  nooe  so  sharp 
set  as  those  who  mean  to  eat  out  of  the  public 
larder.  I  should  like  to  know  how  long  it  is 
since  that  respectable  Journal  (for  so  I  have  al- 
ways oonudered  it  to  t>e)  has  lent  itself— this  is 
the  first  instance  liiat  I  have  seen — and  to  an 


;  COO^^IC 


|,1B!&] 
intinQBtlon  of  tba  ■ 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESS. 

Gminil  J^rapnatiim  B^l—CimbcHamd  Bead. 


intinQBtlon  of  tba  rroesest  kind  and  d^ree  to 
th6  boQor  of  this  body,  uid  of  its  prending  offi- 
cer. I  am  not  at  aU  BurpriBed  to  see  it  in  the 
^KturnoKT  Repobtxb,"  or  otber  papers  of  that 
stamp;  but  T  «n  ajitoniBbed  to  see  tbat  respeot^ 
able  jonmsl  lend  itself  to  an  iasinnation  deroga- 
tory to  the  body  whoee  pubbo  serv&Dt  it  ia. 
Nor,  when  I  say  thii  do  I  mean  to  hold  ont 
any  thing  like  a  rod  in  Urrorem — a  threat. 
Tbey  Trbo  wieh  to  etand  well  need  not  depre- 
cate my  oppoBitiou,  as  was  proved  in  the  cose 
of  the  OlerK  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives. 

And  now,  sir,  with  regard  to  thoee  gentlemen 
who  fbed  tbeir  borses  ont  of  the  public  orib,  who 
never  plant  any  com,  there  ia  no  country  nnder 
the  snn  where  they  dine  so  aamptnonsly  at  the 
pablic  ooBt  as  in  this.  There  is  no  ooantry  nn- 
dor  the  son  where  the  Inferior  officers  sre  paid 
ily.or 

.    .  ,  .  nthe 

niperinteoaence  of  the  Oomberland  road  is  a 
better  office  nnder  the  General  Qovemment,  and 
has  annexed  to  it  a  lai^er  salary,  than  is  allowed 
to  tlie  Governor  of  Ohio.  Ihavesaid  thnsmnch, 
tboogh  I  ahoold  have  oonenlted  my  own  ease 
and  health  by  keeping  silenoe.  There  is  one 
member  in  HM  body  who  oaght  tobe  obliged  to 
me,  if  no  one  else  is,  for  the  part  that  I  have  taken 
(rflate:  fbr,  sir,  from  &ther  to  son,  I  have  proved 
the  best  oondnotor,  the  best  imoffinabU  oondno- 
tor,  of  the  inimical  properties  of  that  dynasty, 
■ad  if  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  ailnde  enlays  a 
tonporary  respite,  he  will  have  been  indebted 
to  me — not  that  he  owes  me  any  thanks — not 
tliat  I  have  done  what  T  have  done  with  a  view 
to  relieve  him — if  he  enjoys  a  temporary  res- 
pite from  the  abose  of  the  satellites  of  the  ad- 
mioietration,  from  the  abose  of  thoee  who  are 
ptid  with  the  people's  money  to  abuse  ns  their 
representatives,  who  are  paid  with  tmr  money, 
(the  money  of  the  States,)  for  abneing  vi — I  say, 
til,  it  that  gentleman  enjoys  any  respita  he  wul 
have  been  indebted  to  me  for  H;  but  he  owes 
tne  no  thanks,  I  can  assure  him — it  was  from  no 
nicb  motive  that  I  have  endeavored  to  take  tlie 
bull  by  tba  boms — bull  by  the  Aorru,  did  I  say ! 
So,  air:  another,  and  very  different  animal,  by 
thetul. 

Ur.  Habbibok  said  be  oonld  not  at  tbts  mo- 
ment, bom  indisposition,  go  into  the  discussion 
of- the  sut^ect^  in  relation  to  the  Onmberland 
Toad;  be  regretted  this  the  leas,  as  he  foond 
thoee  who  bad  spoken  on  the  snbject,  had  avoid- 
ed bringing  into  the  disonasion  any  thing  re- 
ladng  to  the  oonsiitntional  power  of  Congress 
on  this  BQbjeoL  Mr.  H.  sua,  if  he  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  rigbtJy,  he  had  al- 
luded to  thedft  itf  great  immunities  and  advan- 
tages to  the  State  of  Ohio.  If  this  ww  the  fact 
of  the  case,  tbat  State  had  greatly  mianSderatood 
the  subject.  It  was  a  matter  of  complaint 
against  those  who  formed  tbat  compact;  the 
people  of  tliat  country  all  oonceive  tho  immn- 
nitJee  to  have  been  on  the  side  of  the  General 
Government.  The  single  oonoeaaon  by  the 
State  tbat  it  would  not  tax  the  knda  of  the 


United  States,  was  worth  tenfold  all  those  ad- 
vantages tbat  any  of  the  States  nortb-weet  of  the 
Ohio  ever  received  from  the  General  Govern- 


right  to 

only  that,  they  have  requested  it.  One  of  the 
objeotiona  which  had  been  urged  agaiast  inter- 
□al  improvements  is,  the  right  of  the  United 
Statee  to  make  a  road  without  the  consent  of 
tlte  States.  Another  objection  is,  that,  to  ap- 
propriate the  money  of  the  United  States  to  in- 
ternal improvement,  is  not  one  of  the  enumerat- 
ed powers  of  Oongresa.  The  respectable  West- 
em  States  bad  oome  before  Oongress;  those 
sovereigns  came  as  snppUanta,  and  asked  Con- 
gress to  lend  on  this  two  per  cent,  fimd,  which 
tbeyoonuderedas  sufficient  security,  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  accomplish  this  purpose.  The 
qneelJon  is,  is  it  an  important  pnrpoGe?  Mr.  H. 
sud  he  considered  the  United  States  would  be 
more  benefited  by  the  oonstmotion  of  this  road 
than  any  of  the  States  which  it  was  intended 
immediately  to  benefit.  What  ia  it,  Mr,  H.  asked, 
that  biods  and  connects  this  great  Union  to- 
gether? Is  it  a  string  of  words  and  sentences, 
called  the  conatitation!  or  was  it  mutual  Inter- 
eetl  It  would  be  an  insult  to  this  body  to  say, 
snoh  was  the  tkot  When  bad  interest  ever 
prodnced  the  continnation  of  an  alliance,  when 
tbat  alliance  was  not  secured  by  the  anection 
and  attachment  of  the  parties  to  that  alliancet 
Whenever  the  time  shall  oome  that  these  United 
States  are  connected  together  by  no  other  bond 
than  interest,  they  will  then  have  tottered  to 
tbeir  foundation.  What  is  it  then  that  connects 
them  together)  It  is  the  affection  that  exiata 
between  the  individoal  citizens  of  the  different 
States ;  it  is  the  attachment  that  the  people  of 
Ohio  feel  for  those  of  Georgia  and  Miune ;  that 
attachment  which  was  manifested,  and  which 
led  the  people  of  Ohio  to  step  forward  at  ouoe, 
in  SDpport  o{  what  t  Not  tbeir  isimediate 
rights,  but  the  rights  of  their  sea&ring  fellow- 
citizens  in  Masaaobosetta.  Were  tbey  deficient 
in  their  duty  on  that  occasion  7  He  trosted  no 
gentleman  would  say  so.  Mr.  H.  then  proceeded 
to  consider  the  question,  of  how  this  appropri^ 
tion  would  tend  to  increase  this  principle  of  af- 
fection, which  he  contended  and  insisted  was 
the  bond  of  this  Union ;  and  argued  that,  by  fa- 
cilitating the  means  .of  interoourse,  it  would 
bring  the  long  absent  daughter  to  the  embraces 
of  her  mother,  and  the  son  to  receive  the  bless- 
ing of  his  father.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  seen  a 
great  deal  of  human  misery,  bnt  he  had  never 
seen  it  in  any  shape  which  toncbed  bis  heart  in 
a  greater  degree,  than  in  the  emigrants  to  the 
western  oonntry  before  the  Cumberland  road 
was  constructed.  A  fanner,  with  a  fine  family 
of  children,  finding  a  difficulty  of  procuring  eub- 
ustence  in  some  of  the  old  States,  and  looking 
forward  to  their  future  welfare,  determines  to 
go  to  the  western  country,  where  land  is  cheap ; 
and  he  sets  out  with  a  liuU  cart,  and  two  poor 
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hones,  to  carry  bis 'wife  and  lialf  »  dozea  ohil* 
dren ;  twd,  sot  koowing  the  disUnce,  or  the 
rood  aocnratelf,  his  slender  means  ore  soon  ex- 
hanstod ;  the  horses  are  on&ble  to  oarrj  anj 
&rtber  all  that  is  dear  to  him;  ha  is  bniken 
down  bj  dokneM,  and  his  children  crj  around 
him  for  that  relief  which  be  is  unable  b>  affbrd 
them;  and,  when  h«  arriTca  at  the  place  of  his 
destimLtion,  he  is  separated  forever  from  a11  those 
relations  whom  he  maj  hare  left  behind.  Bnt 
now,  by  (he  means  Congress  has  given  to  level 
the  monDtaios,  and  causeway  the  swampo,  this 
poor  man  turns  his  eyes  once  more  to  the  place 
of  bis  nativity — be  reoollecta  onoe  more  the 
mother  whom  be  has  left ;  he  returns,  and  is 
onoe  more  blessed  by  her  embrace.  This  is  no 
etory,  far;  it  may  be  daily  realised.  By  travel- 
ling along  the  same  CnmherUmd  road,  yon  may 
■ee  persona  in  the  atnation  I  have  describe^ 
who  aie  offering  their  prayers  to  Heaven,  and 
caning  for  bleeaiDgB  on  the  beads  of  those  who 
have  again  enabled  an  affectionate  daughter  to 
be  restored  to  a  tender  mother.  Bach  are  the 
&oilitiB«  which  tliis  road  gives,  has  dven,  and 
will  ^ve,  that,  aided  hj  the  genins  of  Fulton,  the 
most  imbecile  man  in  St  Lonis  may  bope  to  trav- 
el oomfortably  once  more  to  behold  those  who 
gave  him  birth.  It  is  on  the  oonfldenee,  rever- 
enoQ,  and  attoohment,  with  which  the  people  of 
the  United  States  look  oa  Oongress,  that  the 
prosperity  of  this  TTnion  depends.  The  word 
Congress — not  the  OoDgress  of  Panama — is  an 
important  word  with  the  people  of  the  United 
8tate&  This  very  road  is  called  by  the  people, 
not  the  Oomberland  road,  bnt  Ihe  Oongresa  road ; 
and  they  remember  with  gratitude  and  venera- 
tion, the  venerable  body  of  men  who  first  a»- 
snmed  that  appellation ;  and  the  men,  women, 
and  children,  that  travel  along  that  road,  offer 
their  prayers  to  Heaven  for  tbat  body  who  af- 
fbrded  them  this  fiuality. 

Ur.  H.  thought  it  mmeoessary  to  detain  the 
Senate  longer  on  the  snltjeot,  and  wonld  say  no 


tieman  is  mUtoken  u  he  sapposes  that  I  begrudge 
the  people  of  Ohio  the  lands  withio  the  body  of 
Ohio.  I  wish  that  every  new  Btate  had  oil  the 
lands  withia  the  State,  that,  in  tbe  sluqw  of  Re- 
oeivershipa  and  other  ways,  these  States  might 
not  be  brought  under  the  Inflnenoe  of  this  ten 
miles  sqnare.  In  other  words,  I  wisli  that  all 
the  patronage  of  tbe  Land  Office  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  individual  States,  and  not  in  the 
hands  of  tbe  General  GovemmenL  I  am  the 
ftiend  of  State  rights,  and  will  ont  down  the 

Ktronage  of  this  General  Government^  which 
s  increased,  is  increasing,  and  mnst  be  dimin- 
ished, or  we  tbe  States  shall  be  not  only  "  shorn 
of  our  beome  "  sir,  bat  "  abolished  quite." 
Having  cleared  the  ground,  so  far,  let  me  state 
to  the  gentleman  that  enoh  is  tbe  difference  be- 
tween tbe  measnre  meted  ont  to  the  new  States 
and  to  the  old  ones,  that  in  consequence  of  my 
having  mined  the  post  this  morning,  I  shall 
have  to-morrow  to  send  a  servant  two  hundred 
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dwelliiig,  and  abont  two  hmidred  mike  from 
Washington ;  and,  so  fitr  from  my  posM«riag  any 
of  those  facilitiee  which  the  gentleman  deaaibe^ 
I  cannot  get  an  answer  to  a  letter  from  HaU&x 
Oonrt-honse  under  three  vee^  even  if  then  be 
no  miscarriage  of  the  mail.  Ever  since  I  have 
been  in  Oongreea,  gentiemen  from  Lexington, 
Eentncky,  could  get  onewen  to  their  lettsn 
sooner  than  I  ooiud  to  mine.  I  shall  then  be 
told  it  is  owing  to  the  great  Serbonian  Bog  be- 
tween Neaheco  and  Onappawamack  ;  but  u 
pase  that  bog,  the  mail  from  Bichmoud  to  this 
place  takes  omj  a  day  and  a  night,  even  when 
the  navigation  prevents  its  being  avoided  by  tbe 
steamboat — but  then,  sir,  when  it  oomee  frxxs 
Richmond  to  my  county,  which  is  only  one  hun- 
dred miUe— it  is  only  ninety-five  miles  fr«n 
Petersburg — I  cannot  get  an  answer  to  a  letter 
sometimes  under  a  month :  and  it  Is  only  in  oon- 
sequenoe  of  a  cross  port  from  Fredwicksbarg  to 
Formville,  that  I  con  get  an  answer  in  the  ^ne 
that  I  do.  I  ioteaded  to  have  mentioned  this 
to  the  gentlemen  from  Keatuokyj  if  we  were 
only  one-half  as  well  off  in  poet  offioea  and  poet 
roads  as  that  querolons  country,  we  should  naake 
our  bow  and  be  tbankfdl.  Such  ia  not  the  &at 
— I  can  send  to  Savannah — from  Savamtah  to 
Boston,  and  get  back  an  answer  sooner  than  I 
sometimea  oan  from  here  to  my  own  home — 
for  any  miscsniage  adds  a  week  to  tbe  delay. 
The  Postmaster  General — I  dont  attribute  ai^ 
blame  to  him — has  very  kindly  promised  me 
"  to  rectify  tbe  prooednre ; "  and  how  t  By  a 
mul  twioe  a  week,  which  wUl  enable  me  then 
to  get  an  answer  in  one-half  the  time— My  in 
ten  days  on  an  average — and  I  shall  then  almost 
oonsider  myself  as  half  a  fr«eman  on  the  subject 
of  post  oflBcea  and  poet  roads — I  shall  fed  al- 
most, not  altogether,  as  if  I  did  not  bdcaig  to 
one  of  die  "  Negroe  Stetes. "  Now,  sir,  the  only 
difference  between  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
and  myself  is  this—and  it  Is  vital — that  gcutle- 
man  and  myself  difibr  ftmdamentally  and  totally, 
and  did  differ  when  we  fint  took  our  se«la  io 
Oongresa — he  as  a  Del^ate  &^>m  the  Territory 
north-weet  of  the  river  Ohio,  I  as  a  member  of 
the  other  House  from  the  Steto  of  Virginia ;  be 
was  an  open,  cealona,  frank  supp<vter  of  the  se- 
dition law  and  black-oockade  Adminiatralkm ; 
and  I  was  as  zealous,  frank,  and  open  an  oppo- 
nent  of  the  black-cockade  and  seditiou  Uw  Ad- 
mmistration.  We  differ  fundamentally  and  to- 
tally— we  never  oan  agree  abont  measures  or 
about  men — I  do  not  mean  to  dictate  to  tbe  gm- 
tieman— -let  us  agree  to  di&r  as  gentlemen  ought 
to  do,  eaoeoially  nativee  of  the  same  State^bo 
are  anti  Ades  to  each  other  iu  politioa.  He,  I 
aoknowledge,  jnst  now,  the  zkhitb,  and  I  the 
NAom;  but  nnlesa  there  is  something  false  in 
the  pbiloeophy  of  the  schools,  in  the  ooorae  til 
time  even  tiiese  wiU  change  their  plaoea.  1 
shall  not  here  enter  into  a  lecture  on  the  pre- 
cession (^  the  equinozM)  much  leasts  the  flgun 
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of  tbe  Mrtb — I  don't  know  whether  it  [a  eatib- 
Ikhed  bj  the  modem  PhUMopken  that  it  is  hol- 
low at  tlie  Sooth  polo  u  well  u  at  the  North 
— bnt  I  don't  mean  to  enter  into  that  qnestdon, 
ur,  beoanse  I  don't  mean  to  enter  into  the  earth, 
as  long  as  I  can  keep  above  Kronnd,  It  Is  the 
height  of  folljin  oa,  as  it  wDwd  be  in  aaj  other 
nation  nnder  the  son,  to  acquire  bj  oonqneet, 
whether  b;  the  conauuito  of  Blaokstoae,  which 
he  n;a  laeaaa  purehae  or  conqnest  bj  force  of 
.  arma,  territories — in  order  that  these  territories 
ma?  govern  as  instoad  of  oor  govemtng  them ; 
this  I  deem  to  be  madness  or  foil;,  not  wisdom ; 
mj  doctrines  are  not,  I  know,  at  all  orthodox, 
and  whjt  I  go  on  the  priDoiple  that  the  first 
dutj  of  a  nation  is  to  itself ;  aye,  aod  of  a  i 
too,  sir — if  Old  England  was  to  admit  re^^ 
atives,  black  or  white,  from  her  fifty  mlDioi 
Hindoos  according  to  a  certain  ratio,  in  the 
Commons  Honse  of  Parliament — or  even  from 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  they  wonld  govern  Old 
Enjdand,  instead  of  Old  England  mliog  them — 
and  if  as  an  Eogliahman,  I  wonld  never  consent 
to  be  governed  by  Bootland  or  Ireland,  a  fortiori) 
I  womd  not  snbmit  to  be  mled  by  Canada,  by 
th«  East  Indies,  or  by  New  Holland — Virginia 
acted  very  fooli^ly  when  she  followed  thia  xgnit 
fatu»»  of  equality  of  rights  to  her  own  undoing. 
1  say  ignUfabniM :  for,  whenever  it  leads  to  her 
■dvaouige,  it  is  not  allowed  to  be  the  true  guide. 
For  ia  not  the  amallest  State,  as  a  State,  on  a 
footing  with  the  largeet  here  ?  What,  then,  do 
yon  teU  me  about  a  representation  per  capita  in 
the  Federal  Qovemment  t  I  don't  care  a  pinch 
of  enuff  whether  yop^  representation  be  p«r  cap- 
ita^ or  whether  your  districts,  like  every  sheet 
of  paper  in  this  quire,  oonsists  of  an  equ^  num- 
ber of  square  iuohes  or  square  linM.  Tou  may 
make  your  districts  thus  equal  in  snperfioial  area 
or  in  popnlation — yon  niay  provide,  that,  if  a 
woman  in  the  chequer  A.  be  brooght  to  tied  of 
twins,  that  one  of  Uie  children  shall  be  removed 
into  (uieqner  B,  to  preserve  ^gvalily  of  repre- 
sentation—for any  oncertainty  ia  &tal  in  the 
certain  scienoee — a  mise  is  as  good  as  a  mile. 
These  notiona  of  applying  geometry  ud  arith- 
metio  to  (pvemment  is  the  Government  of  Ia- 
gado — it  IB  Zoputon — it  ia  IJUipnliBn — mathe- 
matios  have  no  more  reladon  to  government 
than  chemistry.  You  might  aa  well  undertake 
to  oonstraot  a  Oovemment  npon  obemical  prin- 
dplee  fbr  the  use  of  man. 

I  don't  pretend  to  be  more  learned  on  the 
anbjecta  of  the  partition  of  this  Territory  than 
the  gentieman  from  Ohio— but  Congress  did  re- 
serve the  power  of  carving  five  or  three  Statee 
out  of  the  lands  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
Ohio — did  reserve  to  itself  the  power,  and  in  the 
act  defiuiug  the  bonndariee  of  Ohio,  ^ve  to  that 
State  territories  which  ought  to  be  part  of  the 
State  of  Michigan — 1  mean  beyond  the  Miami 
of  the  Lake.  I  don't  mean  to  enter  into  a 
sqoabble,  whether  it  is  your  land  or  my  land : 
this  is  what  I  mean,  sir — Congress,  after  having 
passed  thia  act,  which,  by  cession  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  did  what  I    It  mH,  u  long  as  80,000 


men  shall  remun  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the  oonntj 
of  Washington,  they  shall  send  one  Representa- 
tive here ;  and,  as  an  integral  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, shall  send  their  proportion  of  her  two 
SeDators-~let  only  these  men  strike  their  tents, 
and  go  in^uality  of  emigrants,  and  set  down 
in  one  of  those  political  diagrams  called  States, 
beyond  the  Ohio,  and  ttiey  shall  not  only  send 
a  member,  whether  they  have  the  requisite  num- 
ber or  not,  (each  State  shall  have  at  least  one 
Bepreaentative,)  but  they  shall  send  two  Sena- 
tors here — to  counterpoise  Pennsylvania  or  New 
York.  That  is,  that  80,000  men  in  one  place 
have  rights  that  the  very  same  men  have  n(^ 
in  another  place ;  upon  the  principle  that  the 
rights  of  men  depend  npon  the  question  of  niun- 
bOTS,  and  nothing  else — which  is  manifestly  oon- 
tradiotory  and  abanrd.  Bid  they  do  no  more 
than  that  t  I  am  a  matter-of-fact  man,  sir,  and 
abhor  abstractions  in  politics,  and  in  every  iking 
else,  except  pnre  mathematiceandmetaphysios; 
which  last  I  have  long  since  given  up  to  the 
boarding  schools  for  young  ladies — bnt  did  not 
this  some  State  of  Ujssonri,  which  is  not  even 
DOW  lawfully  in  the  Union,  whioh  by  its  one 
member  wo^d  have  controlled  the  whole  thirty- 
seven  of  New  York — did  not  this  State  of  Mi»- 
sonrL  which  is  not  now  oonstitntionally  oue  of 
the  United  States,  make  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  Union  by  the  vote  of  one  single  man  in 
the  other  House  t  Does  the  gentleman  eonaider 
this  as  nothing!  Is  this  the  nothing  given  to 
the  western  coantryt  Aye,  nr;  is  it  not  by 
this  notAinff  given  to  that  oonntry,  that  the  voic« 
of  the  m^ority  of  the  people  of  the  United  Statea 
has  been  snffocated— etrangled— and  counter- 
vailed ;  and  are  we,  because  we  are  not  in  ttt- 
voT  of  it,  to  hold  our  peace  t  It  would  be  ra^- 
dent  in  ns  to  do  so,  perhaps  gentlemen  think  it 
wonld  be  very  civil  m  ns  to  do  ao,  and  no  doubt 
it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  tbeoi — bnt  I  shall 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  never 
were  people  BO  wild  as  we  have  been  in  the 

Sursnit  of  this  ignii  /«iuw,  not  only  across  the 
ihio,  but  beyond  the  Mississippi — beyond  Au- 
rora and  the  Gaoges— -to  barter  away  their  in- 
i^endenea  to  the  control  of  one  man,  and  the 
State  of  Virginia  stood  looking  on  in  hdpless 
impotence — there  was  oidy  one  man  in  her 
delegation  who  was  capable  of  voting  for  the 
preeent  incumbent  (Mr.  NawrOK) — verily  ha 
shall  have  his  reward — bnt  not  from  us — from 
Yes,  dr,  we  twenty  helpless  individuals 
Mood  by  to  see  the  angle  Delate  from  Mis- 
souri countervail  the  vote  of  the  ancient  and 
renowned  Commonwealth,  whose  bue  Repre- 
sentatives we  were.  I  speak  of  the  fact,  that 
one  Delegate  was  put  in  one  scale,  and  Vir- 
^uia,  witti  her  two  and  twenty  members,  in 
the  other — we  kicked  the  beam,  Mr — we  were 
not  merely  brianced,  but  we  kicked  the  beam 
— for  the  Missouri  vote  settled  the  question. 
Is  this  nothing  ?  Is  this  a  correct  statement, 
or  is  it  the  romance  of  love-sick  |nrla — or  boys 
all  for  love,  or  the  world  wdl  lost" — to* 
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saoendenoy  of  old  Virginia  destro}'ed — I  flpe&k 
not  of  ber  ascendeocj  abroad,  bat  at  home — 
not  over  other  States,  but  over  ber  own  nn- 

Snest.ionod  territory— in  Virpnis  henelf,  all 
)r  love  of  onr  Weatem  brethren/  of  liberty 
and  equality — the  liberty  of  beiofpdictated  to 
by  them,  not  in  the  election  of  President,  but 
npon  onr  own  aoU — of  being  upon  a  footing  of 
equality  with  Miasonri,  npon  thia  very  Com- 
berland  road,  and  on  the  subject  of  onr  black 

Eopulation,  inrolving  not  only  all  onr  property, 
Dt  what  money  cannot  buy.  I  dont  want  to 
have  an  as4^ndency  over  onr  brethren  beyond 
the  Ohio,  or  north  of  the  river  Potomac,  or— 
east,  I  was  going  to  say,  of  the  western  bonn- 
dary  of  Pennsylvania— yea, — I  do  want  to  get 
ba<^  to  the  eonntry  of  Yooghio^eny.  I  owe 
my  seat  here  to  no  favor,  or  affection  from  any 
man  nnder  the  snn — and  the  moment  it  is  to  be 
kept  by  fwmdliating  opinions  that  come  in  di- 
rect collidon  with  my  own,  nnless  they  come 
in  a  shape  that  I  am  bonnd  in  dnty  and  in 
honor  to  respect ;  in  that  of  the  I^slatore 
and  people  whom  I  represent — I  am  ready  to 
resign  it.  I  do  not  set  np  the  clum  of  acting 
independently  of  instructions,  to  what  I  know 
to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  State — for  from  it 
— I  think  any  man  here  who  does  go  agunst 
what  he  knows  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the 
State  which  he  represents,  la  in  the  situation  of 
a  Foreign  Minister  who  gxt  against  what  he 
knows  to  be  the  opinions  of  his  conrt,  and  vio- 
lates the  instructions  which  he  has  received; 
and  he  who  deliberately  violates  such  iustmo- 
tiona,  I  consider  to  be  ripe — did  I  say  f — rotten 
rather,  and  fit  for  every  mischief.  Snppose, 
what  te  not  to  he  snpposed,  an  extreme  case,  a 
real  case  of  eojueiwie* — let  him  resign. 

Having  nsed  some  pretty  plain  language  on 
this  subject,  all  that  I  nave  now  to  say  is,  that 
that  sort  of  equality  which  gives  to  thirty  thoU' 
aand  people  on  one  of  these  diagrams,  power 
in  this  House  eqnal  to  the  largest  of  the  good 
old  United  States — which  gives  to  them  an  in- 
flaence  in  the  first  instance  over  the  Presiden- 
tial election  in  a  ratio  treble  of  that  popnlation 
in  the  Electoral  College,  and,  in  a  oertwn  con- 
tingency, equal  power  with  the  largest  and 
oldest  of  the  original  States,  is  an  equality  that 
I  do  not  understand.  I  would  not  concede  it 
to  them  if  their  population  was  equal  to  onrs ; 
BO  far,  at  least,  as  relates  to  the  intermeddling 
with  the  internal  affwrs  of  Virginia  r  and 
wh^f  No  Government  can  bo  sfue  for  Vir- 
ginia, that  is  not  a  Qovenmient  of  persons  hav- 
ing a  commtm  feeling— a  common  interest — a 
common  right  with  Virginia ;  and  this  holds 
good  in  every  Government  nnder  the  sun. 
Therefore  it  was  that  the  British  Parliament 
was  not  the  proper  Representative  of  this 
country — therefore  it  is,  that  the  saints  and 
fanatics  are  not  the  proper  Bepreseotatives  of 
Jamaica;  and  if  Jamdca  was  strong  enough, 
she  would  teU  them  so. 

This  is  not  a  Court  of  Law  where  we  are  to 
plead,  but  it  ia  a  deliber^ve  Assembly — I 


throw  out  these  imperfect  hints,  and  if  mj 
(pinion  is  worth  noUiing,  it  may  serve  to  ex- 
cite a  trun  of  thought  in  others,  and  elicit  that 
which  is  of  great  value.  We  should  cease  to 
be  a  deliberative  Assembly  if  we  did  not  d»- 
liberat« — if  we  were  logicians  in  the  schools  it 
would  be  otherwise — ii^  when  a  man  comes 
into  the  world  to  converse  with  mankind,  ho 
were  to  put  on  the  armor  of  the  schools  and 
courts  of  law — to  deal  in  syllogisms  and  enthy- 
mems — and  rAuttwt  and  mrrdratUn — to  set  a 
price  upon  hia  tobacco  by  syllo^sm,  and  conrt 
nis  wife  by  a  dilemma  of  marriage  or  dngle 
bleuednewi  he  would  only  show  himself  to  ne 
a  learned  fooh  It  will  not  do  to  bring  into  a 
parUamentary  body  the  technical  habits  of  a 
profesnon  that  is  more  remarkable  Ibr  aharp- 
ening  the  perception,  than  for  enlarging  and 
Uberaliidng  the  nnderatandb^.  A  ^od  deal 
has  been  sdd,  t\T,  about  the  dignity  of  thia  As- 
sembly ;  about  its  being  improper  to  talk  ver- 
nacular VnjFliali  here— we  must  speak  so  super- 
fine and  mincing  that  nobody  but  an  attorn- 
plUhed  lady  from  a  "/emaU  seminary "  can 
ondenrtand  us.  Is  that  the  case  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  or  even  in  the  House  of  Peers  I 
Again,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  talking  heade  the 
question;  can  yon  oonouve  any  question  more 
foreign  to  the  bnainess  of  the  House  of  Peers 
than  a  contested  election  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons t  Any  thing  more  foreign  to  the  snbiert 
here,  be  it  what  tt  may,  than  a  contested  elec- 
tion in  the  other  House)  Yet,  sir,  on  what 
subject  did  Lord  Chatham  make  that  greit 
speech  in  which  he  put  down  Lord  Uan^eld, 
who,  endeavoring  to  shelter  himself  under 
forms  and  teohni^ities,  the  refuge  of  the  bar, 
declared  that  the  House  could  not  entertain  the 
question  on  the  expulsion  of  Wilkes  t  It  was 
on  that  occasion  that  Chatham  made  that  great 
s^ieecb — in  which  he  did  only  not  call  him,  to 
hts  fhoe,  a  rogue :  for,  after  praising  two  other 
great  luminaries  of  the  law,  for  their  int^ri^, 
and  legal  science,  and  attunments,  he  said,  I 
vow,  my  Lords,  I  think  the  noble  Lord  [Uans- 
fieldj  equals  them  both  m  oMItttM.  When  yon 
know  how  mach  depends  on  the  tone — the  eye 
— Uie  finger — thougn  a  man  may  not  be  disci- 
plined to  put  ont  his  hand  and  place  it  on  his 
breast — "here's  my  hand,  and  here's  my  heart ; 
I  never  will  deceive  you ;" — it  is  self-evident 
that  he  could  not  have  called  him  a  dishonest 
man  in  terms  more  forcibly  than  by  this  inuendo. 
Again,  kt — have  not  assertions,  not  the  most 
delicate,  been  made  on  the  floor  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  in  the  House  of  Peers,  with  all 
its  robes  and  ^gs,  and  every  thing  else  I  Was 
it  not  broadly  inmnoated,  over  and  over  again, 
that  Uiwe  was  an  adulterous  intereonne  be- 
tween the  Dowager  Princess  of  Wales  and  the 
Zarl  of  Bute,  the  favorite )  Is  thia  very  deli- 
cate! Ia  this  very  sentimental  and  rt£nedl 
And  was  there  not,  when  I  was  last  in  Eng- 
land, a  Bishop  obhged  to  fly  from  the  coontiT 
for  the  commission  of  a  crime  not  to  be  named 
amongst  Christians  I   And  would  not  thia  have 
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which  1  DOW  mak\  to  bring  in  "A  BiUfor  the 
SM^  ^  Don  CarlM  Hehault  Delanuif' 

With  the  bill,  I  ibail  present  his  petili<Hi, 
Enpport«d  bj  Tonchera;  and,  at  the  proper 
time,  I  shall,  b^  a  roferenoe  to  thwe,  prove  the 
trntb  of  every  word  of  the  atatement  which  I 
have  made.  Bat  mjr  bill  differs  from  his  peti- 
tion in  the  measure  of  relief  which  it  proposes 
to  giv&  The  petitoner  pravs  for  the  reetora- 
tion  of  his  own  ntoney,  wiui  Interest,  and  for 
•o  much  of  the  Sing's  as  would  pay  the  amar' 
ages  of  his  salary  to  the  day  of  his  04>tiire. 
He  prafs  for  this,  and  for  nothing  more  nor 
less.  He  baa  not  framed  his  petition,  like  a 
scitor  in  chanceiy,  with  a  doobfe  aspect,  look- 
ing to  thit,  if  he  cannot  get  tAaL  But,  as  a 
gcK>d  ohaooeUor  always  grants  relief  according 
to  the.  case  made  oat,  aiid  not  according  to  the 
suitor's  prayer,  so  we,  in  my  opinion,  shoold 
give  to  the  petitioner  in  this  case  the  relief  to 
whidi  he  is  entitled,  whether  he  has  a^ed  it 
or  not;  wiUi  this  impreseion,  I  have  drawn  the 
bill  for  the  whole  amount  taken,  and  oonoeive 
U  onr  dnty  to  make  the  entire  reetitation  to  be 
just  as  dear,  as  is  the  petitioner's  right  to  rfr- 
oeive  it.  In  the  first  place,  we  ore  bound  to 
restore  it,  becanse  we  bad  no  right  to  take  iL 
We  claimed  West  Florida,  as  far  as  the  Bio 
Perdido,  onder  the  terms  of  the  Loniaiana 
teeaty ;  out  we  dumed  no  money  nnder  that 
treaty,  neither  the  King's  nor  bis  subjects' ;  but 
the  money  of  both  was  taken,  and  taken  by 
those  who  took  the  province,  and  we  have 
made  their  act  our  own,  and  assumed  all  its 
liabilities,  by  receiving  the  fruits  of  their  en- 
tenirise,  and  rewarding  them  for  what  they 
did.  In  the  next  place,  the  petitioner  has  a 
right  to  receive  back  all  the  ntoney  that  was 
t^»n  from  his  posseesion,  both  the  Eing's  and 
hi£  own.    His  ngbt  to  his  own  cannot  be  ques' 


the  keeping  of  the  money  for  the  pnrpose  of 
paying  certain  ularie*.  The  King  tmsted  him, 
and  it  is  not  for  ns  to  say  that  he  is  unworthy 
of  trust  Berides,  tlie  laws  are  in  force,  and 
payment  can  bo  coerced  if  refused.  But  the 
great  moral  ground  is,  that,  having  no  ri^ht  to 
take  this  money,  we  have  none  to  retain  it; 
that  it  is  our  doty  to  restore  it,  and  the  duty  of 
others  to  account  for  its  disbursement. 

I  think,  Ur.  Freudent,  that  these  considera- 
taooB  are  sufficient,  not  onlv  to  proonre  me 
leave  to  introdnce  the  bill,  but  to  ensure  its 
final  passage.  Bat,  if  other  oonsiderationa  are 
necesBAry,  they  may  be  found  in  the  oharacter 
of  the  petitioner,  his  fbrmer  state,  and  preaent 
condition,  and  in  the  injustice  with  woidi  all 
his  coontiyiiien  of  Loaisiana  have  been  treated 
by  these  United  States.  The  Ez-Qovemor  De- 
lassns  is  as  irreproachable  a  man  in  private  and 

Siblic  iife,  as  any  that  lives.  He  has  been 
ovemor,  with  alraoBt  miliraited  powers,  over 
a  province  larger  than  the  kingdom  of  Enrope, 
and  h#ii  now  the  cultivator  of  a  farm  of  some 
twenty  acres  in  the  snbnrb  <£  the  town  which 


was  the  cental  of  his  dominion.  He  had  more^ 
or  rather  ongbt  to  have  more,  ttian  twenty 
acres.  The  King  of  Spain  gave  Jiim  aome 
thoasBodB;  bat  the  United  States  Qovemment 

Sicked  a  bole  in  his  title  pejpers,  and  have 
)Oght  him  oat  of  his  land  for  nve  and  twenty 
years.  He  is  one  of  that  body  of  Frenchmai 
who  were  transferred  to  ns  wiUt  the  cesnon  ot 
Louisiana,  and  who  have  seen  the  young  grow 
old,  and  the  M  die ;  who  have  seen  a  qiurtw 
of  a  century  roll  over  their  beads,  and  a  gea- 
eration  pass  from  the  earth ;  while  they  hare 
stood  at  yonr  doors  vain  petitionera  for  the 
land  which  thay  received  from  the  bounty  of  a 
King,  and  which  they  are  in  danger  of  louu 
from  the  cupidity  of  a  Bepablic 

The  leave  being  granted,  Mr.  B.  introduced 
the  bill ;  which  was  twice  read  and  lefeired. 

Thttesdat,  Varch  80. 
JBrscuttM  Fow«n — Si^fht  qf  the  Prendenl  to 

Inititvte  a  ^tta  Mittion  iciUumt  fAtf  Adeiet 

and  ConaaU  qf  ths  Smate. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Bkahch,  the  Senate  thai 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reaoln- 
tion  submitted  by  him,  protesting  against  tho 
competency  of  Uie  Prudent  of  the  United 
States  to  have  appointed  Minbtera  to  the  Con- 
gress oi  Panama,  without  the  advice  and  ecu- 
sent  c^  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BuNos  rose,  and  aud :  Under  the  im- 

rreesion  that  the  first  and  most  important  dn^ 
owe  to  the  State  that  sent  me  here,  is  to  pre- 
serve inviolate,  and  to  tranaoit  to  poeteri^ 
unimpaired,  the  form  of  Government  nud^ 
which  we  kve,  I  have  believed  it  to  be  my  du^ 
to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  r^olntion  which  has  been  read.  M; 
opinion  is,  that  a  Bepreseutative  has  performed 
but  a  part  of  his  duty,  and  perh^is  the  least 
part,  when  he  discharges  the  ordmary  dntlea 
of  legislation  as  delegated  to  him  by  the  e<m~ 
BlitDtion.  I  fbel,  said  Mr,  B.,  that  we  have  an 
important  task  to  exeonte  in  reraating  the  tn- 
oroaohment  of  ambition  on  the  constitutiooal 
powers  of  this  body,  whether  they  be  open  <x 

The  principle  embraced  by  the  resolntioD  is 
so  pMn,  in  itself  so  obvious  in  Its  natnre,  as  to 
need  no  argnment  tm  my  part,  to  make  it 
plainer,  I  shonld  conceive  it  to  be  an  insult  to 
the  understanding  of  the  Benate  to  attend 
such  an  argument.  The  resolution  aaerta  a 
constitatioiutl  principle.  Yes,  mi,  a  fundamen- 
tal principle,  which  is,  doubtless,  properiy  af- 
preciated  by  this  body. 

It  may  be,  however,  proper  for  me  to  caQ 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  opening  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  seasioo,  and 
to  his  Kzecutive  commimication  to  the  Sdiate, 
of  the  26th  I>eoember  la^  For  it  wiU  bo 
found  that,  in  these  oommanications,  he  has 
aasumed  a  power,  and  asserted  a  right,  which  I 
boldly  contend  no  does  not  possess:  and  ia 
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m&kiDg  tiiis  danittl,  I  fiiel  confident  that  I  am 
nutained  hj  the  OooititQtion  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  opening  meaaage  he  aaja ; 
**  Among  tiie  meacarea  wblob  have  been  mg- 
gerted  to  them  by  the  new  relatioiu  of  cne  an- 
odier,  reralUng  from  the  reeent  ehingea  In 
their  oondition,  is  that  of  atseanbling  at  the 
Irthmna  of  Panama  a  Oongreu  at  wUoh  each 
al  them  ahotidd  be  repreeente^  to  deUberate 
upon  Botjeeta  important  to  the  velfiure  of  aU. 
"nie  BepQbliofl  ot  Oolombia,  of  Mezioo,  and  ot 
Oentral  America,  have  alreiadr  depnted  Pleni- 
potentiariM  to  enoh  a  meeting,  and  they  iittre 
invited  the  United  Statea  to  be  also  repreaented 
there  by  their  ltInlBt«r«.  The  invltfttltai  baa 
been  aocapted,  and  ItlnitterB,  on  the  part  of 
the  Umted  Statea,  Till  be  oommifldonea  to  at- 
tend at  tiuMe  deiib«ntiona,"  ieo^  fto. 

This  laognage,  I  thonght  at  the  time,  woa 
nneqiuToo^  and  dnoe  baa  been  rendered  more 
ezplkit  by  tlta  ExeootiTe  oommaniaatiwi  befbre 
alluded  to,  of  the  2«th  December,  which  I  wQl 
take  the  liber^  of  reading  to  the  Senate: 

ths  wMU^monal  eompttmeg  qf  tha  EataMte, 
I  have  not  thonght  proper  to  take  any  Mm  In 
it  before  aeoertdning  uat  my  wlnioo  of  its 
expediency  vrtll  concur  vrith  Uiat  of  both 
branehea  of  the  Le^ilatore." 

Has  he  not  then  aaaerted  Uiat  he  has  the 
right  to  appoint  Ministers  Independently  of  the 
Benato— Hinisteni,  too,  of  no  ordinary  charac- 
ter, clothed  with  powers,  admitted,  on  all 
hands,  K)  be  of  the  most  important  and  peril- 
ous nature  )  Now,  sir,  what  does  the  oonatitn- 
Hon  say— this  invaluable  and  Ineatimable  little 
book,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand— the  cdUmla- 
aion  Tmder  which  we  all  ac^  and  fWtm  whidi 
wo  derive  all  onr  powers ;  which  every  <^oer 
tX  the  Government  takes  a  sol«un  oath,  in  tlie 
presence  of  his  God  and  ooontry,  to  preserve, 
maintain,  and  defend  ?  "  That  the  Presidetit 
ahall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  end 
-  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties ;  pro- 
vided two-thirds  of  the  SeDalcrs  preeent  oon- 
cor ;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  wiM 
the  adoies  and  eotumt  of  tie  SencOe,  thaU  ap- 
point, AfnAoModort,  other  publie  Jftntiten,"  Ao. 

I  ali^  not,  as  I  said  before,  attempt,  by  lan- 
googe,  to  make  this  sobject  more  explidt  than 
It  ie.  The  viae  framers  of  our  coutitntiou, 
nnder  the  meet  aniipidoiiB  circnmstanoea,  formed 
it,  and  tmnsraitted  it  t«  us.  It  is  onr  duty  to 
preserve  it  in  all  its  pristine  purity  and  vigor. 
Although  it  may  not  be  iiec«a8ary  to  illastrate 
this  principle,  I  hope  the  Benate  will  indulge 
me  for  a  few  minutes,  while  I  attempt  to  ^ve 
tiiem  some  additional  reaf<»tt  why  I  anbrnitted 
thia  resdution. 

I  view  the  nanrpation  which  it  noticea,  and 
pniports  to  repel,  as  a  link  in  a  eliain  threaten- 
ing the  most  portentoos  and  calamitous  ooose- 
qnences  to  the  libertiefl  of  thia  people.  In  this 
light  it  has  nude  a  deep  impremon  on  my 
mind.  Itahted,  anoonneoted  T>th  any  thing 
aloe,  yet  so  plainly  aod  palpably  oonflioting 


with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  Ibe  ccnstitntion,  it 
is  truly  ^palling  to  the  friends  of  liberty ;  hot, 
when  I  conneot  it  with  the  transactions  that 
have  tarnished  the  page  of  om-  history  for  Ut- 
tde  more  than  a  twelvemonth  past;  when  I 
connect  this  open  osurpatdon,  this  wanton  trea- 
«  on  the  form  of  Government  under  which 
£ve,  with  the  covert  and  insidious  innova- 
tiooB  which  gave  ezistenoe  to,  and  oharaoter- 
ices  the  coodoct  of  the  present  Ohief  Hagie- 
trate,  I  am  decidedly  of  opioion  that  every 
friend  of  bla  country  shonM  be  at  his  poA. 

It  is  lime  to  re-enact  Magna  Obaiia.    It  is 

ne  to  reassert  the  prindplea  of  the  Dedar*- 
tion  of  Ittdep«tidenee. 

llie  dangu"  to  be  apprehended  tnxa  prece- 
dent, even  from  what  has  been  termed  the 
bonnlees  *ps#  diait  of  the  President  of  the 
United  StUee,  may  be  made  manifest  by  a  re- 
omrence  to  a  fow  oironmstanoee  td  oompara- 
tively  recent  date.  Two  years  ago  the  imme- 
diate predeoesaor  of  the  present  Fresideiit  pro- 
claimed to  tlie  Eoropean  world,  that  tbey  must 
not  intOTfere  with  Old  Etoidn,  uid  her  revolted 
cdonies;  in&nadng,  if  tfa<7  did,  that  we 
might  take  part  I  eonrfdared  it,  at  that  time, 
as  an  unanthorieed,  nnmeaning,  end  emp^ 
menace,  well  calculated  to  excite  the  angry 
Msstcns,  and  embroil  ua  with  fordgn  nations. 
Yet,  sir,  has  thu  dedaration  been  construed 
into  B  pledge  or  guarantee  to  the  South  Amer- 
ioan  Renoblics;  and,  moreover,  has  been  re- 
oogniBCfl  as  being  obligatory  on  this  nation,  by 
thoee  now  in  power.  In  proof  of  this,  look  to 
the  letter  of  Hr.  Poinsett,  our  Minister  at  Mex- 
ico, to  Mr.  OUy,  dated  S^tember,  1820 ; 

"  To  these  ohsemtions  I  replied,  that,  against 
the  power  of  Spain,  the;  had  given  eufficlent  proof 
that  they  required  no  ssetstance,  and  the  United 
States  hsd  pledged  themselTea  not  to  permit  any 
other  power  to  interfere,  either  with  their  inde- 
pendence or  form  of  gorerament :  and  that,  aa,  in 
the  event  of  soch  an  attempt  being  made  by  the 
powers  of  Earope,  we  would  be  compdled  to  Uk^ 
the  most  active  and  eHolent  part,  and  te  bear  the 
brent  of  the  coatest,  It  waa  net  jnst  that  we  should 
be  placed  on  a  leas  favorable  foottag  than  the  other 
Rspublici  of  Aneiiea,  whose  eiirience  we  were 
ready  to  support  st  such  tuuerds." 

See  ^e  language  of  this  gentlaman,  well 
known  and  highly  eedmated  for  his  talents  and 
integrity.  Are  we  not  bound  to  believe  that 
the  sentiments  he  avows,  are  in  oonfonnity 
with  his  instrnctionst  Can  we  attribute  to 
him  BO  gross  a  violation  of  his  daty  t  To  for- 
tify this  opinion,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  Mr.  Clay's  letter  to  Mr.  FotnacM,  Oth 
Kovember,  18S6,  in  which  he  ^eaki  of  Mr. 


ed  Btatee,  shall  we,  are  we  at  libwty  to  donb^ 
that  this  pledget  given  by  Mr.  Monroe,  has  Imbo 
lecogniied  by  the  present  President  and  Seoie- 
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eondnHion.  Doee  it  not  tiien  become  oar  im- 
pemdve  dn^,  wlien  we  clearlj  see  the  danger- 
ooB  ooDBeqnencea  reenlting  from  aoalogone  nsnr- 
pations,  to  protest  Bgftinat  it,  thongh  he  may 
not  think  proper  at  the  moment,  to  carry  the 
principle  into  practice  t 

Asain :  I  contend,  if  the  Preddmt  is  bonnd 
to  advise  with  the  Senate  in  ordinary  caaes,  of 
appointing  and  sending  Ministers  where,  by  the 
laws  and  OBBgee  of  naUons,  their  powers  and 
dntiee  are  susceptible  of  the  clearest  and  moet 
ezplidt  definitions,  and  where  tiie  consequencee 
libdy  to  resnlt  are  known  and  properly  eati- 
mat^ ;  mnch  more  sbonld  he  be  bonnd  where 
the  objects  to  be  obt^ed,  and  the  dnties  to  be 
performed,  are  not  even  nnderstood  by  the 
Freeident  himself^  as  in  this  case  may  be  seen 
by  reference  to  the  dooomenta ;  in  which  it  ap- 
pears that  he  bimseif  declined  it,  in  the  first  in- 
■tance,  nntil  he  could  be  satisfied  on  those 
points.  Bnt,  strange  to  tell,  this  gronnd  was 
abandoned,  withont  a«dgning  a  reason,  and  the 
ioTitadone  were  accept^  Now,  sir,  as  to  the 
ol:^^'''^  nndravtood  and  openly  avowed,  what 
are  theyt  to  expound  and  settle  important 
principles  of  inl«mational  law — to  concert  the 
means  for  a  more  efiectnal  reeietance  to  the  ap- 

C aches  of  Eoropean  domination,  and  donbt- 
to  give  efficiency  to  the  recognized  pledge 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  in  connection  with  a  wild  and 
enthosioBtdc  crusade  against  the  Boman  Catho- 
lic religion.  Are  these  legitimate  objects,  to 
Bay  nothinz  more  of  them !  Or,  rather,  are 
they  not  iraaght  with  conseqnences  of  the 
most  dangerous  and  most  ominooa  natnre,  to 
the  fntnre  peaoe  and  tranqniUity  of  this  coun- 
try) 

I  will  not  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the 
Senate,  by  an  argoment  on  this  point  Uy  ob- 
ject is  to  show  that  theee  Ministers  to  Fsnama 
are  Ministers  of  the  first  and  most  important 
character,  clothed  with  powers  of  awful  im- 
port, and  calcnlated  to  excite  the  wetl-gronnded 
fears  of  every  lover  of  his  country. 

We  are  called  npon  to  send  Ministers  to 
Bonth  America  to  combat  the  pr^ndiceB  of  the 
Boman  Catholio  religion.  I  should  think  om- 
labors  had  better  be  confined  at  home. 

Furthermore — t  contend  that,  if  the  Presi-' 
dent  of  the  United  States  is  not  constitutional- 
ly bonnd  to  advise  witli  the  Senate  in  appoint- 
ing Ambassadors  and  Ministers,  that  the  Sen- 
ate is  not  bonnd  to  act  on  the  subject  at  all  j 
in  truth,  haa  no  right  to  act  Are  we  depend- 
ent on  tbe  whim,  or  caprice,  or  oonrt«^  of  the 
President,  for  power?  Is  it  competent  for  him 
to  enlarge  onr  functions !  Can  be  circnmscribe 
them  at  pleasure  t    I  trust  not,  sir. 

We  rely  on  higher  anthority ;  we  rely  on  the 
commission  given  to  us  by  the  people  them- 
selves in  convention ;  and,  before  my  country. 
I  protest,  most  earnestly  protest,  against  aA 
and  every  encroachment  of  the  kind.  Before 
my  God  I  declare,  that  I  never  will  be  diverted 
from  what  I  conceive  to  be  the 
my  country.    I 


«  the  true  policy  of 
1  be  paltwd  by  any 


power  save  the  oonstitotion,  and  "  tA«  utZI  ^ 
my  eomtituaiU."  Tee,  rir,  however  miGubkm- 
aide  the  recognition  of  this  dependence  on  onr 
constitoents  m^  be,  I  mnst  be  permitted  to 
pay  my  devotion  to  it,  and  recognize  its  obliga- 
tion on  me.  They  are  the  early  impreBs.ons  of 
myyooth;  they  have  been  riveted  on  my  mind 
as  fundamental  Republican  truths ;  they  have 
taken  the  firmest  hold.  They  ore  snch  as  I 
have  fondly  cherished  in  my  bosom,  and  sodi 
as  the  pwplo  of  this  oonntry  never  ooght, 
never  can,  abandon,  onlees  they  prove  fhlse  to 
themselves. 

The  Senate  was  wisely  designed  to  aot  as  k 
check  upon  the  appointing  power,  not,  I  ad- 
mit, to  be  exercisea  capridously,  hut  fearlesdj 
and  independently,  when  the  public  good  ro- 
quires  it.  It,  therefore,  becomes  imperiomdy 
onr  duty,  to  gnard  well  the  powers  conferred 
on  this  body.  We  are  tenants  at  will,  or, 
rather,  tmstees  for  the  present  and  future  gen- 
erations ;  and  it  is,  comparatively,  of  very  Lttle 
moment,  as  regards  the  few  fleeting  moments 
we  occupy  here.  It  is  as  time  to  et«niity, 
when  compared  with  the  fimdsmental  prin- 
dples  contcuned  in  Uiis  book.  This  is,  I  hcn>& 
intended  for  ages  to  come.  It  u  intended  I 
trusL  to  be  perpetual.  It  waa  bo  desinied; 
bnt  I  have  the  most  awM  forebodings  that  it 
will  not  be.  I  have  my  fears,  although,  sir,  it 
has  stood  the  severest  storms  in  a  recent  con- 
test, and  has  carried  ns  triumphantiy  through  a 
war  which  has  covered  onr  country  with  im- 

Srishable  renown — a  stmg^e  that  embraced 
its  consequences  the  dearest  principles  of  a 
free  Government.  But,  though  it  carried  os 
throuj^  this  stru^e  successfully,  it  may  not 
prove  an  adequate  protection  against  the  in- 
sidious  encroachments  of  ambitious  leaders. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  snd  said :  I  rise,  sir,  for 
the  pnrpose  of  making  on  apology  to  the  geo- 
tleman  from  North  Carolina,  for  an  nuinten- 
tional  word,  ['never']  nttared,  iuvolnntaiily, 
whilst  he  was  speaking,  although  I  was  happy  . 
to  see  that  it  caused  any  thing  rather  than  em- 
barrassment to  him.  I  rise,  also,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expressing  to  that  gentleman  my  hearty 
thanks  for  having  called  up  his  motion,  and  for 
having  relieved  the  Senato  from  that  embar- 
rasmient,  under  which  we  havelabored  so  long 
OS  that  motion  waa  ntuled  to  that  table.  Tb« 
unavoidable  ahsenee  of  the  gentieman  from 
North  Carolina  prevented  its  being  taken  up 
and  disposed  of ;  and  the  sut^ect  was  thus  pnt 
ont  of  the  reach,  even  of  the  Committee  of 
Forei^  A&ire,  and  is,  therefore,  not  embraced 
in  their  report.  And,  whilst  I  am  making  my 
acknowledgments  to  the  gentieman  from  North 
Carolina,  I  will  moke  one  more,  in  which,  t 
believe,  sir,  another,  and  not  the  least  member 
of  this  body,  may  participate  with  me,  as  an 
almost  eqntd  sharer  in  tne  obligation.  Tha 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  st«ered  his 
ship  into  action  with  a  manliness  and  decidon, 
a  franknees  an£  promptitude,  a  fearless  intre- 
pidity, that  ecorns  all  compromim  with  fba 
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ftie.  liie  oommon  enemy  of  everj-  tree  friend 
of  his  oooDtrr ;  that  viU  relieve,  oert^nlj,  one, 
and,  I  believe,  more  than  one,  of  this  body 
from  come  put  of  the  odiom  which  has  hither- 
to been  borne  almost  ezclnsiTelj  by  ttM.  He 
fordblj  remiaded  me  of  that  gallant  rasa,  (vas 
be  not  ODT  ooontTTman  by  birth,  sir!)  Hdlo- 


britliant  and  loblime  oaval  conqoeet — the  most 
important,  whether  in  reference  to  itself  or  its 
oonseqneiwe,  that  was  ever  won  by  man ;  when 
the  brave  bntnnfortnnate  Onlloden,  the  leading 
ship,  got  aground ;  when  Trowbridge,  for  the 
first  time,  performed  sn  important  biit  imwill- 
ing  service,  in  marking,  as  a  beacon,  tlie  dhan- 
nea  to  the  rest  of  the  fleeL  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has 
spoken  to  this  House  with  the  plainneas  that 
belongs  to  him.  not  only  as  a  Southern  man, 
bnt,  emphatioaliy,  as  a  planter ;  it  belongs  to 
him  as  a  ehive-holder ;  it  belongs  to  him  as  one 
who  is  not  bomid  to  electioneer  and  to  cnrry 
favor  with  the  driver  of  his  carriage,  or  the 
brasher  of  his  ahoesi  lest,  when  he  shall  hare 
driven  him  to  the  poUs,  the  one  may  dismomit 
from  his  ooach-box,  or  the  other  lay  down  his 
riioe-bniBh,  and  annihilate  the  master's  vote  at 
the  next  election;  lest  his  servant  may  ^ve 
him  warning  that  he  may  no  longer  consider 
him  SB  Am  "Adfp,"  and  go  as  a  spy  into  the 
family  of  hia  enemy,  if  be  shall  have  one,  to 
toll,  not  taHj  what  he  may  have  seen  and 
heard,  but  what  he  never  saw  and  never  heard, 
in  the  family  of  hie  master.  Mafterl  did  I 
Bay  I  'So,  or,  "A^  gentleman."  This  delator 
and  champion  of  nniversol  soffrsge  owns  no 
master — he  claims  the  mastery  over  yon.  I 
Ihank  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina — 
most  sincerely  and  heartily  do  I  thank  him. 
I  trust  that  it  will  tnrn  ont  in  the  end — 
whether  onr  adversaries  be  bom  to  consume 
tiie  f mits  of  the  earth— jVuye*  eMtavtera  nati — 
whether  or  not  they  belong  to  the  caterpillars 
of  the  Treaanry  or  of  the  law ;  that,  of  as,  it 
may  be  trnly  s^d,  net  mmteru*  lumv;  that 
onr  name,  too,  is  Le^on :  for,  sir,  we  belong  to 
the  cause  and  the  party  of  the  people ;  we  do 
cl^m  to  belong  to  the  m^ority  of  this— 
" nation? '^  No,  sir,  I  acknowledge  Donation 
— of  this  Confederate  Republic  For  I,  too, 
disclaim  any  master,  save  that  ancient  Com- 
monwealth whose  feeble  and  miprofltable  eer- 
-vantlam.  The  President  himseu  baa  confessed 
that  he  does  not  possess  the  snffiage  of  the 
mt^ority,  or  the  confidence  enjoyed  by  hia  pre- 
decessors. He  is  even  desirous  of  a  new  mal. 
He  shall  have  one,  and  no  thanks  to  him  for  it. 
Qod  send  him  a  good  deliverance  from  the 
majority;  and  God  send  oa,  the  nu^Jori^,  a 
good  ddiverance  from  him. 

Having  thna,  sir,  disbarthened  myself  of 
some  of  the  feelings  that  have  been  excited  by 
the  gallant  and  fearless  bearing  of  the  gentle^ 
man  from  North  Carolina,  oUow  me  to  go  on 
and  question  some  of  his  posititms. 


One  of  them  is  the  durability  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion.  With  him  and  with  Father  Paul  (of  the 
constitution  of  Venice)  I  say  "etto  peryttua:" 
but  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  perpetuaL  I 
am  qieaking  now  of  what  Burke  would  csU 
bigh  matter.  I  am  not  speaking  to  the  ground- 
lings, to  the  tyros  andjonior  apprentices;  but 
to  the  gray-headed  men  of  this  nation,  one  of 
whom,  I  bless  Qod  for  it,  I  see  is  now  steppiOg 
forward,  as  he  stepped  forward  in  1T99,  to 
save  the  Bepnblio.  I  speak  of  William  B. 
QUes.  I  qienk  to  gray-heada;  heads  grown 
gray,  not  in  the  "receipt  of  cnstom"  at  tho 
treaaory,  of  the  people's  money ;  not  to  heada 
KTOwn  gray  in  miqnity  and  intrigue ;  not  to 
heads  grown  gray  in  pacing  Pennsylvuda  Ave- 
nue; not  grown  gray  in  wearing  out  their 
shoes  at  leveee;  not  to  heads  grown  gray  (to 
use  the  words  of  the  immortal  luss  Edgeworth, 
the  ^ory  and  the  champion  of  her  lovely  sex 
and  wretched  ooontrj)  in  plonghing  the  Four 
Acres.  Am  I  understood!  There  is  a  little 
court,  sir,  of  the  "Castlb"  of  Dublin,  called 
the  Four  Acres ;  and  there^  backwards  and  for- 
wards, do  the  miserable  attendants  and  satel> 
lites  of  power  walk,  each  widting  his  tnm  to 
receive  the  light  «f  the  great  mui's  (»nnto- 
nance ;  hoping  the  snnshine :  dreading  the  cloudy 
brow.  Spenser  has  well  deecribed  the  sweets 
of  this  life,*  and  technically  it  is  called  plough- 
ing the  Four  Acres.  Now,  when  a  oerbdn 
character,  in  one  of  her  incomparable  novel^ 
SAi  Ulio — I  have  forgot  his  name,  but  he  was  a 
McSycophant;  oonrtier,  placeman,  pensioner, 
and  parafflte — upbraided  that  kind,  good-heart- 
ed, wrong-headed  old  man,  Eing  Ck)my,  with 
his  wretcned  system  of  ploughing,  the  King  of 
the  Black  Mands  ("  every  mch  a  king ")  re- 
plied, that  there  was  one  system  of  plonghing 
worse  even  than  his ;  and  ihat  was  plonghing 
the  Foot  Acres.  This  was  a  aettler  to  tha 
UcSyoophanL 

Sir,  I  shall  not  detain  the  Senate  lonjg.  We 
are  now  making  an  experiment  which  has 
"  Timer  "  yet  succeeded  in  any  r^on  or  quarter 
of  the  earth,  at  any  time  from  the  delnge  to 
this  day.  With  regard  to  the  antedlluviaa 
times,  history  is  not  yet  very  frill :  hot  there  is 
no  proof  that  it  has  ever  nicoeeded,  even  before 
tiie  flood ;  one  thing,  however,  we  do  know, 
that  it  has  never  succeeded  tinet  the  flood; 
and,  as  there  is  no  proof  of  its  having  suoeeeded 
before  the  flood ;  a^denonavparentibvittiwn 
eeittenMbiu  eadem  Mt  raUc;  it  is  good  logic  to 
infer,  that  it  never  has  suooeedeo,  and  never 


■  FdU  IlttK  tnovMt  thoB  ttet  but  iwt  IrrVI, 
WhM  Hell  It  la  1b  ning  lou  to  Hdt, 
To  lOM  good  din  Uu(  nycEt  ba  batts  9*a^ 
"■ ta  lona  Bl^li,  In  pMulT*  ar"-*— *  ■ 

Id  toJif,  to  b>  pot  book  to. 
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Mn  mooeed  Bnjwhere.  In  fact  the  onvi  pro- 
ion^  liM  on  tibem  Qiat  take  dp  the  other  aide 
of  Uie  QDBstioD :  fbr  although  p^t  hoe  trgo 
tiroottr  Am  be'  not  good  logie— jet  when  we 
i6  Hune  aMueqnencea  geoorall;  following 


other  { whatever,  met^ihjrioalljr  apeaUng,  there 
mar  be  of  nteemari/  oonneotlon  between  cause 
ana  efibct  I  bsj,  then,  that  we  are  here 
making  an  ezperunent  which  has  never  sno- 
oeeded  In  anj  time  or  oonntry;  and  which,  aa 
God  shall  Jndge  me  at  the  great  and  final  daj, 
I  do  in  mjr  hMrt  believe  wiQ  here  f^ ;  beoanae 
I  aee  and  feel  that  it  i«  now  failing.  It  ia  an 
infirmitj  of  mj  nature — it  ia  OMudtntdcmal — it 
VBB  bom  with  me — it  haa  oaiued  tie  miterj 
0S  70Q  will)  of  mj  life—it  is  an  inflrmit7  of 
mj  natnre  to  have  an  obstinate  oonstitatiauBl 
preference  of  the  true  over  the  agrudbU ;  and 
Jam  satiafied  tiiat  if  I  had  an  onljson,  or  what 
b  dearer,  an  onljr  daughter — which  God  for- 
bid I  I  ai^  God  forbid,  for  she  mi^t  bring  her 
fither'a  gnj  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave ; 
■he  might  break  my  heart— bot  worse  than 
tiiat— whati  Oen  any  thing  be  worse  than 
that  t  Tes,  rir,  I  might  break  hera.  I  shonld 
be  more  aharp-^dgbted  to  her  foible  than  an; 

'  Sir,  aa  mnoh  as  they  talk  of  filial  ingralitade, 
luiw,  ahaiper  than  the  serpeot'e  toou,  it  is  to 
tiave  a  thanklaw  idind~4iow  mndi  more  doee 
it  mn  oonnter  to  all  the  great  fautineta  ot  our 
natore,  planted  tat  good  and  wise  pnrpoees  in 
oar  boeoms — not  in  our  beads,  bat  in  oar 
bearta — br  the  Author  of  all  good — that  the 
mother  uionld  be  nnkind  to  the  habe  that 
milks  her ;  the  &ther  omel  to  his  own  child, 
ihej  are  well  called  nnnatnral  parents :  for  it 
is  a  well-known  law  of  nature,  tW  the  sb'eam 
of  EDOoeasion  and  of  inheritance,  whether  of 

Certj  or  afibcdon,  is  in  Uie  desoending  line. 
/,  in  m;  oonsoience  and  in  my  heart,  I 
believe  that  this  expmment  will  fall— if  it 
ehonld  not  bSL  blessed  be  the  Antbor  of  all 
good  for  snatching  thia  people  as  a  brand  from 
tiie  bomii^  which  has  consmned  as  Btnbbie  all 
the  nations — all  the  fruitless  trees  of  the  earth ; 
which  before  na  have  been  cat  down  and  cost 
into  the  fire.  Why  cnmbereth  it  the  ground ; 
why  combereth  it)  Cut  it  down— cut  it 
down.  I  believe  that  it  will  foil ;  but,  sir,  if 
It  doea  not  &iL  its  snooees  will  bo  owing  to  the 
naiatance  of  the  usurpation  of  one  man  by  a 
power  which  waa  not  nnsnooeasfal  in  reosting 
another  man  of  the  same  name,  and  of  the 
eame  race.  And  why  is  it  that  I  think  it  will 
fUl )  Sir,  with  Father  Fanl,  I  may  wish  it  to 
be  perpetoal,  ttto  perpttua,  but  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  it  will  be  sa  I  do  not  believe  that 
a  free  Republican  Government  ia  compatible 
with  the  apery  of  Snropean  fashions  and  man- 
nera — is  compatible  with  the  apery  of  the 
European  luxury  and  habits ;  but  if  it  were,  I 
do  not  know  that  it  ia  entirely  iuocmpatible 


with  what  I  have  in  my  hand — a  base  and  base- 
lees  paper  system  of  diplomacy,  and  a  hardlj 
better  paper  ^slem  of  exchange.  I  speak  at 
p«*er  money  under  whatever  form  it  mar 
exist;  whether  in  the  shape  of  the  old  oonti- 
nental  Spanish  miDed  dollar,  printed  on  paper, 
or 'in  the  promise  to  pay,  which  promise  ia 
never  intended  to  be  redeemed — of  the  soowt 
signifieant  [a  word]  for  the  thing   rignified, 

Sdolltu^] — of  the  emblem,  mnltipl^  at  win, 
or  the  reality,  which  haa  an  actual,  if  not  a 
fixed,  value :  for  there  is  and  can  be  do  un- 
ohangeable  standard  of  value— it  is  wdne  ihan 
shadow  fbr  substance:  for  shadow  impliw 
SMns  BUDstanoe ;  while  pnmiisea  to  pay  dcOar*, 
imply  neither  abiU^  nor  Indinaooa  to  pay 

This  Panama  mission  Is  no  new  thing,  as  I 
shsll  now  proceed  to  show:  "Jannary  30th, 
1834.  House  of  ReMeeentaliveB.  On  rooticn 
of  Mr.  Wtb»ter,  Oie  House  resolved  itself  into 
a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair."  It  waa  wdl 
understood  that  our  present  Minister  to  Mexico 
— to  the  Government,  I  preenme,  of  Mexico — 
(I  don't  say  near  Mexico,  because  a  man  who 
is  at  a  town  must  certainly  be  more  than  near 
to  it) — was  to  offiBr  a  string  of  resolutions,  and 
did  ofibr  them ;  bnt  Mr.  Clay,  who  was  then 
Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentativee,  and 
wno  conld  not  make  a  motion  except  in  Oom- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  by  tJie  rules  of  the  House, 
antioipated  Mr.  Pointett  by  moving  this  reacda- 
tioo,  Mr.  W^ter  having  first  enabled  him  to 
do  so,  by  moving  for  the  committee,  wberenpcm 
Mr.  TagiffF  was  called  to  the  chair: 

"Rttatttdh/the  BmaU  and  Sfmie  of  Smrtnt 
ofnw)  of  (A«  UkUkI  Slaiti  of  Antriai  in  Conyrtm 
aunKbUd,  That  the  prnple  of  theM  Bbttes  wonld 
not  see,  without  seilaiu  inquietude,  aoy  forcible  i>- 
terpMldon,  by  the  allied  powen  of  Europe,  in  be> 
half  of  ^MJn,  to  reduce  to  their  fonner  sul^eclioB 
thoaa  parts  of  the  Coadnent  of  Aineriea  nUA 
have  proclaimed  and  establiabed  for  ttiemMlvea,  re- 
specUvdy,  Independent  GoTemnwDti,  aod  wliid 
have  been  aolunnly  recognixed  by  the  United 
States." 

"The  Committee  of  the  Whole  baring  resumed 
the  con^deratJDD  of  the  resolution  r«ooinmcii<hDg 
an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  misfacm 
to  Greece,  Mr.  /•««*<«,  of  Souili  CartJina,  rose, 
and  addressed  the  Douse,  in  a  speech  of  soma 
length,  which  he  concluded  by  moTisg  the  follow- 
ing amendment : 

"  Saehtd,  That  this  House  view  with  deep  b- 
terest  tbe  haroio  struggle  of  the  Greeks  to  dJevatt 
themselves  to  tbe  rank  of  a  free  and  independeni 
nation ;  and  to  unite  with  tlie  Fitadeat.  in  the  am- 
timents  he  has  expressed  in  their  ftvor ;  la  eypip*- 
thy  for  their  lufferinge,  in  interest  ia  tb^  welfiuts 
and  in  ardent  wishes  for  their  success. 

"Raolntd,  That  this  House  concur  in  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  tha  Preeident,  in  relation  to 
this  hemispbere,  and  would  riew  any  attempt  to 
oppress  OT  control  the  free  Govemments  of  America, 
south  of  us,  by  the  allied  powers  of  Europe,  as 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  haj^eas  of  the  Ui^tad 
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States ;  ind  that  Buoh  meuarea  m  nuy  bs  de«med 
expedient  to  protect  them  &am  the  UtAcloi  of  any 
power,  other  than  thai  of  Bfia  ak 
■lited,  will  meet  its  cordial  Bapport," 

[The  lalMr  resolntion  wte  nilhirawn  ij 
Hr.  P.,  in  oonseqaenoe  of  &  reRotntioa  to  a 
eimilAT  effect  hsring  been  liud  npon  Uie  table 
hj  the  Speaker.] 

I  shall  not  read  more.  I  uy  now,  bit,  that 
the  EooBe  went  into  Ooiiunitt«e  of  the  Whole, 
oa  motjon  of  Mr.  TFofitew — that  Vr,  Tbybr 
vae  in  the  ob^r — (I  beg  toot  attention  to  the 
namee)— that  Mr.  Poiwtt  had  reaolutionB  to 
offer  on  the  mbjeota  ot  Bontli  America  and 
Greece,  in  which  he  waa  anticipated  by  the 
Sien  Speaker,  now  Becretai7  of  State.  I  am 
qieaking  from  the  record — ffom  the  book.  Is 
mj  date  noted !— January  20,  1634.  I  iniut 
Tonark  nn  psBsing)  that  a  propoaition  was 
bro^fat  forward  by  Mr.  Wt^ter,  at  that  very 
Identical  time.  If  my  memory  don't  deoetve  me, 
In  r^rence  to  interference  of  the  United  States 
In  behalf  of  Oreeee.  The  "jiatitmf" — no,  sir, 
the  United  States,  the  people  of  the  United 
Btatea  can  never  forget  the  xeal,  the  more  than 
parental  zeal,  with  which  the  present  Secretary 
of  State  then  hovered  over  the  resolntion — aye, 
and  orer  the  person^  and  political  character 
of  the  mover,  (Mr.  ff«S»(i!r,)~with  all  the 
tender  anxiety  of  a  parent  hen  with  her  one 
chicken.  There  was  Ml  as  much  bnstle,  and 
the  object  of  at  least  equal  valne ;  for,  little 
things  are  great  to  little  men.  We  all  know 
the  geatleman  (Mr.  BartUti)  from  New  Hamp- 
ahire— Portsmouth,  New  Hampabire — onfortu- 
nate  Portsmonth  1 — haud  ifoam*  mali,  mutrii 
aueeurrere  diteo — thrioe  imhappy  Portsmonth 
— infilie  Dido — she  who  stands  again  almost 
alone,  as  in  the  days  of  John  Lanedon,  for  our 
lights — how  was  she  Created  on  uist  ocoaaion, 
and  by  a  former  representative  of  Fortemoath 
too,  as  well  as  by  ha  new  ally — in  defence  of 
-what  i  In  defence  of  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Wtbtter,  and  of  his  politick  character,  as  a 
federalist  of  the  true  Boston  stamp:  and  by 
ifhom  t  By  the  then  Speaker,  now  Secretary 
of  State.  Now,  rir,  I  do  not  pretand  te  be  a 
nan  of  more  than  ordinary  sagacity.  I  never 
pretended  te  be  able  to  see  farther  into  a  mill' 
Dlbne  than  other  people,  and  not  so  far  as  those 
ittat  look  throngh  the  eye — bnt  I  did,  im- 
thedialely  after  this  transaction,  write  a  letter 
to  a  friend,  which  letter,  with  its  postmark 
And  date,  can  now  be  produced,  statmx  that, 
according  to  my  view  of  things,  an  alliance, 
offensive  and  defensive,  had  been  got  op  be- 
tween old  Massacbosetts  and  Kentncky — be- 
tween the  frost  of  Jannary,  andyonng,  blythe, 
bniom,  and bloomingMaj — the ddest daughter 
of  Virginia — yonng  Kentucky — not  so  yonn^ 
however,  as  not  to  make  a  pnident  match,  and 
sell  her  charms  for  their  foil  valne.  I  had 
been  an  eye  and  ear  witness  of  the  billing  and 
cooing  between  the  old  unner  and  the  young 
aaint,  and  had  no  donbt  that  the  consnmma- 
tion  would,  in  a  deemtt  tiiao,  be  efiteted.    I 
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wrote  that  letter  then,  in  &e  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1834;  and,  therefore,  when  I  came  here 
in  the  month  of  December,  1824,  on  my  return 
from  Europe,  I  wanted  no  ghost  to  tell  me 
about  the  ftitnre  movements  of  oert^n  "  dU- 
tmgviiked  public  eharaeten"  and  consequent- 
ly of  the  evolutions  of  the  forces,  whether  the 
heavy  pbalanzee,  or  active  legior^  under  their 
command.  I  wanted  nobody  to  tell  me,  what 
I  thought  it  required  not  more  than  half  an  eye 
to  see.  I  put  myself  therefore^  calmly  into 
winter  quarters,  at  Dowson's,  No.  2,  and  hy- 
bemat«ii  very  quietly  Ann  ng  uie  session,  taking 
no  part  In  what  was  done,  legislatively  or 
otlterwise.  Almost  the  only  time  that  I  took 
a  part,  I  was  acting,  like  the  rest,  a  very  sel- 
fish part;  I  was  teMqg  care  of  number  ons/ 
and  having  put  number  oira  rectu*  in  curia,  I 
left  number  two  and  nnmber  three  and  fonr  to 
play  out  the  game,  and  to  divide  the  spoil  in 
the  ratio  that  they  might  deem  equitable — to 
bare  "  a  settJement  npon  equitebte  principles  " 
— not  at  the  treaamy — suoli  aoooonts  conld 
never  pass  there — but  on  the  new-fsshioned 
principles — "  equitable  principles,"  by  which 
aocountaof  anomslons  character,  without  vouch- 
er or  law,  except  the  act  of  settlement,  are 
oast  and  paid  out  of  our  money — the  pemile'B 
money.  Here  were  the  knowing  ones  ad<DinB 
their  pates,  and  cudgelling  their  brains,  ana 
wearing  out  their  shoes,  and  wasting  their 
money,  their  whole  ptr  diem,  some  of  tucm  in 
hack  hire,  driving  from  one  end  of  this  inter- 
minable and  desoUto  city  to  the  other,  intrigu- 
ing about  the  Presidency ;  trying,  perhaps,  to 
make  some  dirty  bargain  for  the  Presidency, 
when  the  question  was  settled  as  tax  back  as  in 
January,  1834.  I  have  not  proof  positive,  but 
I  think  I  have  what  the  lawyers  call  a  Jtegative 
prepumt,  that  this  election  was  not  conducted 
"-  't  ought  to  have  been  conducted — that  it 
maiutged,  not  conducted  at  alL  The  great 
Mr.  Pitt  once  said  in  his  place  in  Parliament, 
that  if  any  man.  gentle  or  simple,  should  put 
the  direct  question  to  him,  whether  or  nc^  a 
corrupt  inflnenoe  was  used  in  elections  there 
and  exercised  ("  through  the  means  of  patron- 
age") "over  both  Honaea  of  Parliament?" 
(aye  and  over  the  body  of  the  people  too,  and 
over   the   press) — be  ahonld   latigli   in   such 

rntieman's  or  simpleton's  fiue,  and  say,  "  Sir, 
isnot  BO."**** 

[Here  ends  Mr.  R.'s  revirion  of  these  re- 
marks. What  follows  ia  famished  from  the 
notos  of  our  reporter.] 

I  intended,  sir,  to  have  gone  into  some  other 
considerations  more  at  lei^th.  I  most  reserve 
them  for  a  future  time.  I  believe  that  they 
have  vital  warmth  in  them  sufficient  to  pre- 
aerva  their  animation  till  that  time  shall  arnve^ 
I  believe  they  will  stand  a  Ruidan  frost 

Now,  sir,  the  election  being  over,  about 
which  I  shall  say  nothing — I  bring  no  sort  of 
Inuendo  against  great  men — great  let  me  call 
them,  since  they  nave  conqn^ed  me,  my  coa- 
stituenta,  my  people — and  so,  having  conquer- 
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ed  that  people,  that  is  the  aStir  of  that  people 
— I  deal  with  them  onl;  as  the  half  Bepreaeat- 
■tive  of  the  State  of  Virginia — bnt  there  are 
Bome  coriooi  coiscidences,  sir,  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  Kot  only  do  we  find  ooe  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, almoat  tha  ftTowed  ooufidential  organ 
of  the  Ezecntive  and  manager  of  the  House 
of  Oommona — I  beg  pardon — the  Hoose  of 
BepresentatiTea— another,  in  the  SecretarTship 
of  StaUi ;  a  third,  in  the  Speaker's  chair ;  bnt 
we  find  the  fourth,  KiiuBter  to  Uexico.  Now, 
sir,  what  better  oonld  be  done  tor  a  gentleman, 
ATOwedl;  wdl  qnaMo^ffoT  the  miaaioo,  than  to 
make  him  soma  reparation  for  this  cmet  decol- 
lation of  his  motion!  The  reparation  was  due 
to  Um — it  haa  been  made.  At  that  time — I 
mean  in  1S24 — I  took  aomething  of  an  aotire 
part  in  the  House  ofBepreeentativea;  I  was 
forced  on  in  the  Greek  question,  and  we  put 
the  .Greeks  on  the  shel^  mover  and  all— pro 
hao  vice  I  mean.  Bnt  at  that  time  the  mover 
of  this  resolution,  which  I  haro  Just  read, 
about  Bonth  America,  sa7s,  in  re^lj  to  the 
gentieman  from  Virginia,  to  whom  it  does  not 
become  me  to  allude  if  I  oonld  posaiblj  avoid 
it,  that  when  that  diaocisalon  should  come  np, 
he  pledged  himself  to  show,  I  don't  know  how 
manj  fine  things  \  and  the  gentleman  add  he 
hod  (teen  too  long  acquainted  with  his  promises 
to  rd;  on  them,  and  he  looked  for  perform- 
ance— which  never  came  &om  that  day  to  this 
— for  that  lesolntion  has  never  been  called  np 
— it  slept— it  took  a  dose  of  Turkey  opium — a 
dose  from  the  Levant,  brought  in  a  Greek  ship 
— it  fell  sound  asleep,  and  has  not  waked  ttom 
that  day  to  this — did  I  say  from  that  day  to 
this  t  Tea,  ur.  It  waked  np  like  the  man  in 
the  Arabian  Nights  Eutertainmecta,  who,  hav- 

a  fallen  asleep  a  groom,  waked  np  in  the 
ace  of  the  Grand  Viner,  with  the  Yiner's 
daughter  for  bis  wife — it  waked  uj>  in  the  De- 
parbuent  of  State — while  the  fnendly  genius 
who  had  metamorphosed  him,  had  put  the 
bridegroom  in  a  place  not  to  be  named  before 
gentlemen,  much  more  before  ladies. 

So  mucn  for  the  Frendential  question,  out 
of  the  Houae ;  now,  one  word  oi  coming  in. 
Sir,  it  was  on  that  ver^  oco8sion--{Here  Mr. 
Hatni  said  something,  m  a  low  voice,  to  Ur. 
E.J — I  beg  pardon,  I  most  go  on,  WelLair, 
this  alliance  between  the  East  and  the  West 
being  consummated  by  a  new  speoiea  of  Oon- 
greas — not  the  Oonsreea  between  the  seiea,  but 
a  different  one — this  aUiaace  being  consum- 
mat«d,  do  yon  wonder  that  the  IVesident  of 
the  United  States  ahonld,  from  hia  new  ally, 
leam  to  play  at  the  political  game  of  brag ! 
The  gentieman  from  North  Carolina  complains 
of  the  Pre^dent  coming  here  wiUi  a  plan  of 
his  powers :  he  imitated  the  wise  man  at 
Bome,  who  covldjaiap  thirty  leases  at  a  leap, 
but  took  care  not  to  go  through  it  there — they 
bnried  the  hatohet,  and,  with  it,  the  pledges 
they  hod  given  to  prove  each  other  to  be — 
what,  I  shan't  say. 

Sir,  in  what  book  is  it— yon  know  bettw 


titan  I— in  what  parliamentary  debate  iraa  f^ 
that,  upon  a  certam  union  between  Lord  Baad- 
wich,  one  of  tha  most  cormpt  and  profligate 
of  men  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  the  eano- 
timoniooa,  pniitanioal  I«rd  Manafidd,  and  the 
other  ministerial  leaders — on  what  occaaiffli 
was  i^  that  Junios  said,  after  Lord  Chatham 
had  said  it  before  him,*  tiiat  it  reminded  lum 
of  th«  onion  between  Blifil  and  Black  George  t 
L  who  am  no  professional  man,  bnt  ooly  a 
planter :  I,  whoae  reading  haa  not  gone  verjr 
deep  into  black  tetter,  tbongh  I  do  Imow  sonts 
Utile  of  that  too :  I  do  beUere  there  ia  mora 
wisdom,  after  the  Bible,  Shakspeaie,  and  HBr 
ton— I  do  bebeve  that,  in  Don  Qiuxote,  GHl 
Bias,  and  Tom  Jones,  there  ia  contained  k 
greater  body  of  wisdom  than  ia  to  be  tbnnd  in 
the  same  nnmber  of  pa^  in  the  whole  oolleo- 
tion  of  Eneliah  and  foreign  literature.  I  mi^it 
have  added  to  tiiem,  the  bmons  Thonaand  and 
One  Nights :  for,  though  they  are  fabuloiiB, 
they  are  human  nature,  sir.  It  is  troe,  it  ia 
Ea^em  natoie,  bnt  it  is  the  same  thing  that 
Fielding  aerved  up — it  ia  human  nature.  I 
remember  very  well,  one  of  the  nnmeimu 
heroes  of  Gil  Bias,  the  son  of  Oosotdina,  onr 
old  friend  Bcipio — I  recollect  very  well,  aa 
adventure  that  befell  him.  Towards  the  cloea 
of  that  inimitable  and  immortal  romanoe, 
Scipio  is  called  on  to  tell  the  story  of  hia  life. 
He  begins  by  saying  that  be — it  is  a  remark- 
able ooinddence — he  was  bom  in  infiuicy  to 
indigence,  ignorance — and,  ur,  the  son  of  Coa- 
colina  might  have  kept  up  the  alliteration,  by 
adding,  to  impudence ;  and  that,  if  he  had  been 
the  author  of  his  own  being — if  he  had  been 
consulted  on  the  oocaaion,  he  would  have  been 
a  grandee  of  the  first  class.  Who  donbta  it! 
Who  doubts  Scipio  or  any  one  else,  when  ho 
says  he  ahonld  wish  to  have  been  bora  <rf  a 


•  WbsB  ths  iDthoc  of  Uti  Abridgmuit  wu  tan  }e*n  aid, 
TUch  WH  111  tfaa  IhI  dscada  (tiomrwlBs  lArft  dlrlilaB  of 
tltoa  In  tha  axpnailoii)  of  tlia  Uat  otntatj^  and  bafbiv  mi- 
Ujchtanad  wrltan  had  thrown  dazkiuaa  on  the  aathotahlp  vt 
Jnnliu,  It  «■■  irall  conoedod  that  than  wia  but  ona  mu  la 
EBglaod.  or  tha  woiid,  who  nulted  la  hlmHlf  >U  the  qaall- 
ti«a  i>f  hoad,  haatt,  and  tampar — all  tha  Inddanta  of  paHQ* 
oal  and  pnaonal  lih— which  the  writing  of  tboae  littan  n- 
qolred.  Bnt  oDa  man  who  had  BOeh  powar  to  diiv*  ttif 
^n^^th  languaga — anohknowladgflofnian  and  things — nek 
aznpUtndo  of  infbnnatlon— each  loftj  and  daring  aplitC—«iKh 
induHOieDt  to  pablUb  bli  thooghli,  and  oonoaal  hb  Dan* — 
an  0Tat<tTical  bmo  already  bo  great  aj  ta  eat  hlzn  ahoTa  tlM 
asAtimpUon  of  that  of  JtulIiu,  great  at  It  waa.  That  ona  mui 
was  Lord  Chatham  I  then  old,  and  ant  of  IkTor  with  Uia  Ub^ 
and  dominant  partlu— relegated  (bf  hli  peenca)  to  that 
"  Hoflplta]  of  Inenrablae,"  the  Eonaa  oTLordat  whanoa  oo  pa- 
triot Tolca  soald  nlcb  the  Coimnola  of  En^and— retired  to 
bifl  eontitryaeat  at  Ha7eii,andallTWBonahDt  ont— dttooa- 
tantad-^flflpalrlng — reatlco — and  Beeing  Do  w^  to  rea^ 
tha  people,  bnt  thioitgh  the  pteaa,  and  bf  maaiu  of  ajj^eab; 
bold  ta  andadtj.  patrtoUe  to  tenkerltj ;  and  tha  more  trn^ 
preaalTe  bacanae  ahronded  In  the  mjatarj  of  an  nnhnowA 
OTlglii.  Bo  ttood  lJ>rd  Ohithm  and  Jiuilaa  In  tha  lattair 
pert  of  the  oentnr;  In  whicti  tbar  llTad~-C0DTeiClbla  ehma 
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good  famil7,  to  a  good  estate,  and  to  have  been 
bronght  up  in  good  habit^  and  with  the  tnan- 
aen  and  prinoiplea  of  a  genUemant  Who 
doubts  it!  It  was  Boipio'a  miEfortnne  that  he 
was  not;  and  I  womd  take  even  Soipio'a 
erideooe  in  this  ca«e,  or  any  other  man's. 
Among  other  adTentnres  that  befeli  the  son  of 
OofwoUna,  ha  entered  into  the  aervica  of  a  oer- 
tain  Don  Abel,  who  oarried  him  to  Seville,  in 
Andalofiift ;  and,  on  a  certain  oooosioa,  oomiug 
home  with  very  bad  look  &om  a  card  table — 
tiat  will  Bonr  llie  temper  even  of  the  mildeet 
— I  have  seen  ladiea  themselves  not  bear  heavy 
loasea  at  carda  veij  well — he  gave  Soipio  a  boi 
on  the  ear,  because  be  had  not  done  something 
wbioh  he  had  not  ordered  him  to  do,  but 
irhioh  it  was  the  part  of  a  good  servant  to 
have  done,  without  bung  ordered,  Sdpio 
goes  to  tell  his  storj'  to  a  bravo,  and  tells  him 
tiiat  hia  master  is  going  to  leave  Seville,  and 
that,  as  soon  as  the  vessel  rana  down  the  Goa- 
dalqaivir,  ha  shall  leave  him.  If  this  is  jour 
plan  of  revenge,  says  the  bravo,  yoor  honor  is 
gone  forever — not  onlj  do  thia,  bat  rob  him — 
take  his  strong  box  with  roo.'  Boipio,  at  that 
time,  had  not  oonoeiTed  uie  atrooloos  idea  of 
ardding  robbery  to  breadi  (rf  trust;  bnt  he 
agreed  to  the  proposition.  Bnt,  aa  they  we 
descen^ng  the  sturcase,  the  bravo — strong 
Hercules  to  carry  off  other  men's  KOod»--with 
Uie  strong  box  on  his  shonldara,  tDej  are  met 
bj  Bon  Abel,  The  bravo  patA  down  the 
ooSer,  and  takes  to  hia  heels,  and  Scipio  awaits 
the  iaane  of  his  master's  wrath.  He  can  tell 
hia  stor^i  and  pnt  a  face  on  the  matter.  Vh&t 
are  you  doing  with  my  coffer  t  I  am  going  to 
take  it  to  the  ship.  Who  told  yon  to  do  so  ! 
Kobody.  What  u  the  name  of  the  ship )  I 
don't  know ;  but,  having  a  tongue  In  mj  head, 
I  can  iuaoire.  Why  did  you  carry  my  coffer 
off?  Dia  you  not  chastise  me  the  other  day 
for  not  having  done  something  without  being 
ordered  t  Did  not  I  know  you  were  about  to 
embark,  and  was  it  not  my  duty  to  see  your 
luggage  safe  on  board  the  ship  }  Abel's  reply 
was,  "  My  good  Mend,  go  aboat  your  busiaess, 
I  D«ver  play  with  those  who  sometimes  have  a 
card  too  many,  and  eometimea  a  card  too  few." 
It  shall  be  my  business  (said  Hr.  B.)  to  prove, 
at  a  fntoce  time,  that  this  is  the  predicament  in 
which  our  present  Ministry  stand ;  whereas,  on 
a  certain  occasion,  they  had  a  card  too  few,  on 
another,  they  had  a  card  too  many,  or  e  con- 
•cTM.  I  believe  I  can  prove  it  botii  ways,  I, 
like  D(m  Abel,  am  ready  to  bid  them  go  their 
ways  in  peace,  and  to  determine  that  they  shall 
never  play  again,  with  the  power  and  the 
money  of  the  people  that  I  represent,  with  my 
leave.  I  aay  I  will  prove,  if  the  Senate  will 
have  the  padence  to  list«n  to  me — I  will  prove 
to  their  satisftotion  that  the  President  haa 
clapped  an  extingaisher  on  himself.  K  I  don't 
prove  it — It  is  a  pledge  that  shall  be  redeemed 
— ^lot  like  the  pledge  about  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi — not  like  the  ^edge  about  the 
Bpaoish  American  resolntioiL— it  shall  be  t«- 


deemed,  or  I  will  sit  down  infamona  and  con- 
tented for  the  rest  of  my  life.  And  how,  sir, 
haa  be  eilingnished  himself!  He  has  done  it 
by  the  aid  and  instrumentality  of  thia  very  new 
aUr,  I  shall  not  say  which  is  Blifl!  and  which 
is  Black  George.  J  do  not  draw  my  pioturea 
in  SQoh  a  way  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  wnt« 
under  tham,  "  thia  is  a  man,  this  ia  a  horse." 
I  say  this  new  ally  has  been  the  means  of  ex* 
tingnishing  bim^  and  for  what  1  Sir,  we  hear 
a  great  deal  abont  the  mfinulty  of  certain  con- 
stitutions— not  paper  ooustitutlona — we  hear  a 
great  deal  of  const! tntiona)  Infirmity — seven 
years  is  too  long  for  some  of  us  to  wait  i  and 
if  the  President  can  be  disposed  of  at  the  end 
of  three  years,  then,  being  extingnlshed,  may 
they  not,  by  scone  new  toniing  up  of  tramps, 
eipoot  to  sncceed  him  I  I  shall  surest  to  my 
good  Mend  from  Missouri,  whether  there  is 
not  in  f^t  a  Trqjan  horse  within  the  walls  of 
the  Oopitol^-no,  not  of  the  Capitol,  bnt  of  the 
Executive  palace.  I  would  sng^t  to  him 
whether  there  is  not  an  enemy  m  the  camp 
who,  if  I  should  fail  in  blowing  anybody  a^ 
high,  will  put  them — below  not  only  the  sky, 
bnt  the  ground — hnrv  them.  Bat,  whatever 
the  motive  may  have  been,  the  fact  is  as  I  have 
stated  it,  that  there  is  a  discrepancy  in  the 
communications  of  the  Siecntive  to  Congress ; 
and  I  will  state  another  thing  when  I  oome  to 
it.  It  is,  that  I  do  believe — thoogh  I  do  not 
pledge  myself  to  prove^-but  I  will  pledge  my- 


I  womd  put  myself  on  that  jnry,  and  be 
tried  by  God  and  my  conntry— I  then  say,  sir, 
that  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  that  these 
South  American  communicationa,  which  have 
been  Md  before  us,  were  manufactured  here  at 
Wsahiogton,  if  not  by  the  pens,  nnder  the  eye 
of  our  own  Ministers,  to  subserve  their  pur- 
poeea.*  Sir,  thoiu4i  in  one  respect  I  am  like 
the  great  Earl  of  Warwick  the  king-maker,  and 
a  little  unlike  him  in  Tmnrnt-ing  one  king — 
though  between  two  hawks  I  can  tell  which 
files  the  higher  plteh — between  two  dogs, 
which  has  tiie  deeper  month — between  two 
horses,  which  bears  him  best — between  two 
blades,  which  hath  the  better  temper — between 
two  girls,  which  hath  the  merrier  eye — jat,  in 
matters  of  law,  I  am  like  the  unlearned  Earl 
Qoodlaok,  One  thing  has  my  attention  been 
turned  to — langnage— words— the  counters  of 
wise  men,  the  money  of  fools — that  machine 
and  mat«iial  with  which  the  lawyer,  the  priest, 
the  doctor,  the  charlatan  of  every  sort  and 
kind,  pick  the  pocket,  and  put  the  fetters  upon 
"le  planter  aud  upon  the  slaveholder.  It  is  by 
dexterous  catting  and  shoffling  of  this  pat^ 
lat  the  bu^ness  is  done.  They  who  can  shuffle 
the  whole  pack,  are  often  quite  ignorant  of  any 
foreign  language,  even  of  their  own,  and,  in 


It  WH  thli  ipHah  wUoh  mad*  Um  dul  bUacM  Tb, 
Kudolph  *iid  Ur.  Otf,  iMOBDtodln  tb  AntnlnDW  tf  tba 
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their  attempts  to  write  and  talk  flnelf ,  they  011I7 
betray  their  poverty,  like  the  fine  ladiea  in  the 
Vioar  of  Wakefield,  by  their  ontraKeoiu  at- 
tempts to  be  very  genteel  The  flnrt  tJung  that 
Btmck  me  in  these  docmneota  was,  how  wod- 
derftilly  these  Spaniards  must  have  improved 
In  English  in  their  short  residence  in  the  United 
Btates.  It  reminded  me  of  a  remark  in  ( 
Soott'i  novels,  in  the  part  abont  old  Eli 
(rf  the  Oraigbornfoot :  "  Aye,"  Myi  old 
**  she's  a  well  edncate  woman ;  and  an 
via  to  her  TSngliah,  as  I  hae  heard  her  do  at 
sa  am  time,  uie  may  come  to  flokle  ns    '  ** 

niards  have  g 
we  ar«  all  fickled.  Bat  I  shall  t 
I  have  been  told — but  as  I  am  i 
told— beoftnse  I  have  kept  ttiis  thing  locked  op 
here  to  bring  it  ont  here  in  this  Senate— I  shul 
be  told  that  these  English  letters  were  tr«n»- 
latioDB  from  the  Bpaaisb,  mode  In  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.  I  hope  not — I  should 
be  sorry  to  see  any  snch  tokens  of  affinity,  and 
oonsangainlty,  and  good  nnderstanding ;  bat 
tbey  have  the  foot-prints  and  the  fleeh-marka 
of  the  style  of  that  office,  as  I  shall  show  <»>  a 
fbtnre  occasion.  I  cannot  ahow  it  now — it 
would  be  unreasonable — but  show  tt  I  will, 
asd  in  a  manner  that  ehall  satisfy  any  honest 
Jury  on  tiie  sonth  side  of  the  Ohio,  and  on  the 
south  «de  of  Kason  and  Dixon's  line — any 
honest  jury — and  I  will  bring  the  precomption 
so  strong,  that  he  mnst  possess  more  than 
Ohristian  charity  (which  covereth  all  things) 
who  will  deny  that  there  exists  strong  pre- 
sumptive evidenoe-~and,  mr,  against  .the  honor 
of  a  man,  as  against  the  honor  of  t,  lady,  strong 
presomptive  evidence  is  a  fatal  tlung — it  is 
always  fatal  when  that  presomptiTe  evidence 
cannot  be  cleared  np  and  done  away.  Do  yon 
read  the  letters  of  these  South  Amerioan  Mis- 
flionaries  over  again,  and  compare  them  vi&.  the 
tone  of  the  messages  and  letters  which  we  have 
received— put  them  in  colnnmg  one  against 
the  other,  and  mark  the  similitnde.    Uy  sos- 

eioioDH  temper  may  have  carried  me  too  far — 
■  it  has,  I  will  beg  pardon — but  will  show 
enough — not  a  handkerchief — not  to  Justify  the 
jealousy  of  Othello — yet  I  believe  that  the  jeal- 
ousy might  have  been  pardoned  to  tiie  noble 
Uoor,  certunly  br  me,  had  he  not  been  a  black 
man ;  bnt  the  idea  to  me  is  so  revolting,  of 
that  oounection,  tlutt  I  never  can  read  that  play 
with  any  sort  of  pleasore— eee  it  acted  I  never 
Goold. 

Nov,  rir,  John  Qninoy  Adams  coming  into 
power  under  these  inauspicions  cireumstanoes, 
and  with  these  sasploious  allies  and  connections, 
has  determined  to  become  the  apostle  of  liber- 
^,  of  universal  liberty,  as  his  fatner  was,  abont 
me  time  of  the  formation  of  the  constitution, 
known  to  be  the  apostie  of  monarchy.  It  is 
no  secret — I  was  in  New  York  when  he  first 
took  his  seat  as  Vice  President.  I  recollect — 
for  I  was  a  school-boy  at  the  time,  attending 
the  lobby  of  Oongrese,  when  I  ought  to  hare 
been  at  aohool-— I  remember  the  tnuuier  in 


which  my  broQier  was  spumed  by  the  ooatdh- 
man  of  the  then  Tloe  Pretddent,  fbr  ocnning  bio 
near  the  aims  blaaoned  on  the  sontcheon  at 
the  vice-T^al  carriage.  Perhaps  I  may  have 
some  of  this  old  animodty  rankling  in  tt^- 
heart,  and,  coming  tnita  a  race*  who  nrti 
known  never  to  forsake  a  fi^ead  or  ftx^ve  *; 
foe — I  am  tanght  to  fcffgive  my  cmemiea,  and 
I  do  from  the  bottran  (rf  my  heart,  most  un- 
cerdy,  as  I  hope  to  be  forgiven ;  bat  it  is  mf 
enemies — not  the  enemies  ot  my  eoonbr  j  for, 
if  they  come  here  tn  the  »htf«  of  the  "ie^'«4^ 
it  is  my  duty  to  kiU  them ;  if  they  emae  here 
In  a  worse  ^ape — woIv«  in  sheep's  ototbing — 
it  is  my  duty  and  my  bonness  to  tear  the 
sheep  skins  ftom  thtir  backs,  and,  as  'ffbd- 
ham  said  to  Pitt,  opcm  the  bosom,  and  expoM 
beneath  the  raffled  shirt  the  filthy  dovIa& 
This  langnage  was  used  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, where  they  talk  and  act  like  men — 
where  they  eat  aai  drink  like  men,  and  do 
other  things  like  mot- 4ot  like  Vaster  Bettys^ 
Adams  detennlned  to  take  wamiog  by  his 
&ther>  errora,  ^nt  in  attempting  the  pera«s- 
dionlar,  be  bent  la  mnch  the  other  way.  who 
woold  beUere  that  Adama,  t^e  son  of  tb* 
•edition-law  President,  who  hdd  office  under 
bia  btbei^— who,  np  to  December  6, 1807,  was 
the  imdeviating,  atanoh  adherent  to  the  op- 
pomtitn  to  Jeffirson's  Adminittration^  then  ^ 
most  gone — who  wonld  bdieve  be  had  selected 
for  luB  pattern,  the  celebrated  Anacbarns 
Oloote,  "orator  of  the  human  race?"  As 
Anaohsrds  was  tbe  orator  of  the  human  race,  so 
Adams  was  determined  to  be  the  President  of 
the  hmnsn  race,  when  I  am  not  willing  that 
he  sbonld  be  President  of  my  name  and  race ; 
bnt  he  ia,  and  must  be,  till  t^e  tJiird  day  of 
Harcb,  eighteen  hnndred  and — I  fot^et  when. 
He  has  oome  ont  with  a  speech  and  a  message 
and  with  a  doctrine  that  goes  to  take  toe 
whole  human  family  under  his  special  protec- 
tion. Now,  sir,  who  made  him  bia  brother's 
keeper  ?  Who  gave  him,  the  President  of  Ute 
United  States,  the  cnstody  of  the  libertiea,  or 
the  rights,  or  tlie  interests  ot  BonUt  America, 
or  any  other  America,  save  only  the  Unitea 
Statee  of  America,  or  any  other  coontrr  under 
tjie  snn  t  He  has  pnt  himself,  we  know,  into 
the  way,  and  I  say,  Ood  send  him  a  safe  de> 
liverance,  and  God  send  the  oouDtrr  a  safe  de- 
liverance fr<»n  his  policy — from  his  policy. 
Sir,  it  is  well  known  to  yon,  that  up  to  the 
period  of  getting  this  meeeage  from  Adama,  I 
was  the  champion  here  of  his  rights  as  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  Government.  I  waa 
the  person  who  rose  immediately  after  the 
gentleman  fi«m  New  York,  and  protested 
against  onr  opening  the  doors,  for  reasons  with 
whioh  I  will  not  tronble  the  Senate.  On  the 
question  of  a  call  on  the  Ezecntive,  for  other 
mformation  than  the  treaties,  &c,  I  said,  the 
Preindent  is  a  oo-ordinate  branch  of  this  Gov* 
ernmen^  and  is  entitied  to  all  pceable  r«q>e(it 
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Aom  u.  It  u  hla  dntj  to  Ibj  before  v»  in- 
fbraiatioD  on  which  we  miiBt  act — if  ha  doee 
Aot  rive  lu  mffioieat  infonnation,  it  to  not 
our  bnnneea  to  aak  more — I  aertx  wiU  aak 
Ibr  more,  and  to  be  giTen  eoofldentiiUri  im. 
[Mr.  B,  We  brtoflT^  adTWted  to  the  hiatorx 
0f  the  reeohiHonf  In  the  woret  eesrioiL]  I  dtd 
maintnn  the  rights  of  the  PrwideDt,  u]d  Vr, 
B.,  but  from  the  moment  be  sent  va  thii  mes- 
sage— from  that  ntoment  dtd  mj  tone  and 
nuuuier  to  bim  ohauf^.  fVom  that  mimient 
vss  I  an  altered  man,  and  I  am  afrotd,  not 
altered  for  the  better.  FHere  Mr.  R.  read  the 
£zeontlre  Heaaage,  of  tlie  16th  FebmarT-,  u 
IbllowB :] 

"  In  annrer  to  the  two  reec^otloas  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  IStfa  instant,  marked  (Ezeen- 
tJTe,)  and  which  I  have  received,  I  aUt^  !»- 
■peotfollj',  that  all  the  oommoiuoationB  from 
me  to  tbe  Senate,  relating  to  the  Oongreaa  at 
Panama,  hare  been  made,  like  all  other  oom- 
mimioatioQa  opon  Execotive  bneineM,  In  cvn- 
jtdtnct,  and  moet  of  tbem  In  omnpliBnoe  vUh 


of  free  confldential  commimieatioDa  betweoi 
the  Execntive  and  the  Senate,  oogh^  for  the 
pnblio  interett,  to  be  preserved  unimpaired,  I 
oeem  it  my  indispensAble  dnty  to  leave  to  the 
Senate  itaelf  the  decision  of  a  qneation  " — Sir, 
said  Mr.  B,,  if  he  wonld  leave  to  the  Senate 
the  deeiaion  of  the  qneetion,  I  wonld  agree  with 
bim;  but  the  evil  genltu  of  the  American 
HooM  of  Stoart  prevailed — he  goes  on  to  asj, 
that  the  qneetiDn  "  Involvee  a  departure,  Utber- 
to,  M  for  as  I  am  informed,  withont  example, 
from  that  nsage,  and  upon  tA«inoMeM/>rwiU«i, 
not  being  informed  of  them,  I  do  not  foel  mj- 
self  competent  to  decide."  If  this  had  been 
proeeontM  for  a  libel,  what  Jnry  wonld  have 
fidled  to  have  found  a  verdict  on  nob  an 
famendof  that  we  were  breaking  np  from  onr 
own  nsagea,  to  gnUtj  pweonal  spleen  t  I  say 
nothing  about  onr  mi>vementt,  because  he  was 
not  Informed  of  them ;  the  inneodo  was,  that 
oar  m«tw«  were  black  and  bad.  That  moment 
did  I  pot,  like  Hannibal,  mj  hand  on  the  altar, 
and  swear  eternal  enmitj  against  bim  and  his, 
pt^ticallj.  From  that  mranent  I  wonld  do 
.  anj  thine  within  the  limits  of  tiie  oonstitatian 
and  the  law ;  for,  as  Chatham  add  of  WlUcea, 
I  wonld  not,  in  the  person  of  the  woretof  men, 
vidate  those  sanenons  and  privllema  which 
are  the  aaf^oard  of  the  risfats  and  Sbertiee  of 
the  best ; — mit,  within  (he  Umita  of  the  consti- 
tntion  and  the  law,  if  I  dont  carrj  on  the  war, 
whether  in  the  Peninmla  or  anT^here  else,  it 
diall  be  for  want  of  reeonroes.  Mr.  B.  wrait 
on  to  epeak  of  the  motions  to  which  this  mea- 
mg9  of  the  PrWDdent's  had  given  rise ;  one  of 
which  described  tiie  nature  and  character  of 
the  message.  To  the  resolotion,  said  he,  I  ob- 
jected. 1  said,  I  wonld  have  all  the  nakedness 
of  the  Greek  statne ;  I  wonld  even  take  off  the 
■kin,  that  the  nrawdes  might  b«  developed,  and 
that  we  mig^t  have  the  naked  foot.     After 
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that,  tfa 
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ftuther  observations  on  the  reaolntions  moved 
in  conclave  on  this  mbjeot,  Mr.  R.  repeated 
what  he  bad  then  sud,  in  reference  to  the 

of  the  Present.    Who  made  him  a 

'  onr  nsagesf  Who  eonstitnted  him! 
IBS  bem  a  professor,  I  nndentand — I  wish 
be  had  left  off  the  pedacwne  when  he  got  Into 
the  Execntive  chair.  Who  made  him  the  em- 
•orflMrwnofthisbodf  t  WiU  any  one  answer 
this  qnesti(»t— Tes  w  no )— Who  t—Name 
the  person.  Above  aU,  who  made  him  the 
•eardier  ot  hearts,  and  gave  him  the  ri^t,  hj 
an  innendo  Uaek  as  hell,  to  blacken  oar  mo- 
tives)— blaoken  onr  motives— I  did  not  aej 
then— I  was  miHre  nnder  self-command; 
Booh  strong  language — I  said  if 
he  oonld  borrow  the  eje  of  Omniscience  him- 
self; and  look  into  everr  bosom  here— if  he 
eonld  lode  into  that  most  awfol,  ealamitons, 
and  tnmendons  ot  all  possible  gnlfo,  the  naked 
unvetled  hnman  heart— stripped  of  all  its 
ooverings  of  self-Jove— expoaed  naked  as  to  tho 
ere  of  God—I  said,  if  he  oonld  do  that,  he  was 
not,  as  Prendait  of  the  United  States,  entitled 
to  pass  upon  our  motives,  slthonxh  he  saw  and 
knew  them  to  be  bad.  I  said,  if  he  had  con- 
verted ns  to  the  Oatholic  religion,  and  was  onr 
Father  Omfessor,  sod  every  man  in  Oiia  Honse 
at  the  footstaxd  of  the  conftsnooal  had  con- 
feseed  a  bad  motive  to  him,  bj  the  laws  of  his 
chnroh,  as  b;^  this  oonstitntion,  above  the  law 
and  above  the  chnroh,  he,  as  Piesidwit  of  the 
United  States,  conld  not  pass  on  onr  motive^ 
though  we  had  with  onr  own  lips  told  bim  our 
motive*,  and  oonfbMed  they  were  bad.  I  sud 
Uds  then,  and  I  sar  it  now.  Here  I  i^ant  mj 
(bot-^iere  I  fling  defiance  right  into  his  teeth, 
before  the  Amoioan  people.  '  Here  I  throw 
the  gaimtlet  to  him  and  the  bravest  of  his  com- 
peers, to  onne  fiwward  and  defend  these  mis- 
erable dlrtr  Hnea:  "InvolTing  a  dmarture^ 
hithertix  so  for  as  I  am  informed,  withont  ex- 
ample, from  that  nsagft  and  npmi  the  motives 
for  which,  not  being  informed  c^  them,  I  do 
not  feel  mjsalf  competent  to  decide  I  "  Amia- 
ble modesty  I  I  wonder  we  did  not,  all  at 
once,  f^  in  love  with  him ;  and  agree,  una 
WM,  to  publish  onr  proceedings— except  o^rself 
— for  I  qnitt«d  the  Senate  ten  minntea  bef<w» 
the  vote  was  taken.  Isaw  what  TsatoftdloT 
— Iknew  the  tiling  would  not  be  dme  at  all, 
or  would  be  dene  nnauimondr.  Tbwefore,  in 
^ite  of  the  remonstranoea  of  friends,  I  went 
away,  not  fearing  that  any  one  would  doubt 
what  my  vote  wcold  have  been,  if  I  had  stud. 
After  twen^-six  hours'  exertion,  it  was  time  to 
give  in.  I  was  defeated,  horse,  foot,  and  dra- 
goons— out  up — and  clean  broke  down — by  the 
coalition  of  Blifil  end  Black  Gecrge— by  the 
otHnbination,  unheard  of  till  then,  of  the  puri- 
tan with  the  black-leg. 

Having  dispoeed  of  this  subject,  I  shall  say  on* 
word  more,  and  rit  down.  I  aaiil,  on  the  sul>- 
Jeot  abeady  adverted  to,  let  the  BMiate  take  a 
digidfled  stand  — dtak't  let  them  say,  We  sent  to 
you  for  that  thing,  yon  sent  na  ttus;  t'      '  ~~ 
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we  shall  not  go  tmj  &rtber— we  BbaU  stop. 
Let  tfaeoi  behave  like  Bomatu,  like  O(»uoript 
Fathers.  lamsonylwaspreTailed  on  towitb- 
draw  my  motioiL  even  to  mikt  wty  fiff  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Fortamoath,  New  Hamp- 
akire.  Bnt  she  once  went  with  na — we  rode 
throngh  the  equinoctial  gale  together — Porta- 
moDth  overcame  the  first  Adama,  and  Porta- 
month.  New  Bampahire,  I  trost,  will  overoome 
the  second.  I  abonld  not  have  made  tbia  alln- 
■ioD,  bnt  for  a  toast  I  heard  lately  from  a  Mend 
Ot  mine — "  Those  who  fell  with  Uie  first  Adams 
rise  with  the  eeoond. "  Very  true — e'at  enri. 
Agreed — dier  who  fell  nnder  the  wrath  aoddea- 
peration  of  the  first  Adams— the  dnat  and  aahee 
men — have  riaen  too.  I  saw  one  of  them  Siia 
morning.  We  too  hare  tfaen,  and  the  strife  ia 
to  oome.  Koith  Carolina  haa  started  forth  bold- 
ly and  manfolly,  like  the  fine  fellow  at  Ow  battle 
<H  the  mie— I  betioTe  he  was  an  American — he 
ted  the  van,  and  I  htunUy  follow  in  the  wake. 
It  is  skirmiuiing  with  the  light-armed  bmnw — 
with  the  Toltigeors — I  hope  we  diall  here  form 
a  phalanx,  a  legion — I  hope  to  see,  not  only  Eeo- 
tor  in  the  field,  hot  Troilas,  and  a  hoat  <»  wor- 
thies with  him.  If  not^  we  too  shall  have  to  ring 
£\iit  Ilium — we  too  shall  have  to  sing,  Where 
the  Oapitol  stood,  there  grows  the  harveist  We 
must  put  onr  shonldera  to  the  wheel — having 
put  onr  hand  to  the  plon^h,  we  most  not  M 
iMick.  Eow  men  can  nnd  time  to  be  tank  I  can't 
oonoeiTe — I  most  be  dead  before  I  conld  ref^n 
at  a  call  like  this. 

I  never  write  oat  speeohee.  I  am  dad  I  am 
iingular  in  that  reapeoL  Bnt  I  would  not  loae 
those  that  have  been  pnblished,  and  those  that 
are  abont  to  be  pnbliBhedvwy  eoon,  (on  the  Pa- 
nama mission,)  Tor  all  the  books  that  have  been 
written  in  defence  of  oonatitntiona — that  w  the 
BriUsh  Constitution  (De  Lolme)  indnded.  We 
poor  narrow-minded  wretches  believed  that  it 
waa  not  onr  business  to  go  <m  a  cnisade  to  Terra 


Pde.    Onr  tntaiDeas  ia  to  attend  to  the  intereits 
and  iMita  of  the  American  Cknifederaoy  here. 

Tjbn    Hnnfnr'ii   wifA.   irhn  "wiu  flnnnH    untnnlnff 


Like  Ueotors  wife,  who  waa  found  spinni 
amongst  her  maida,  we  did-tielieve  that  Uie  a 


iphming 
ttieoare 
If  houadiold  was  onr  main  oonoem.  The 
card-table  has  gone  oot  of  fuhion  now— even 
lotteries  are  denoonoed — I  don't  mean  such  a 
one  SB  that  granted  to  Jefferson  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia — I  should  have  voted  for  that 
bill  if  I  had  been  ther»— horae-racing  and  Ul- 
Uards  are  no  longer  in  vogue — ell  these  having 
been  discarded,  what  is  got  up  in  their  place  ? 
The  same  meddling,  obtrnkve,  intmBiTe,  reetJesa, 
aelf-^sudsfied  ifiirit  shows  ittelf  in  another 
way.  The  ennui  breaka  out  in  a  new  place — 
the  teditim  vibi  appears  Id  Sunday  Schoola,  Mia- 
tiootrf  Sodetiea,  anbecriptaons  to  Oolomzation 
SodetieB— taking  care  oi  the  Sandwich  laland- 


ne^;roea, 


and  God  knows  who.     It  ia 


the  same  spirit  whidi  drove  men  from  home  to 
the  card-table,  to  the  billiard  table,  and  tlie 
Junaaraoe.    Uiaamatter  of  feot^  that  a  gentle- 


man tdd  me,  that,  going  to  vUt  a  very  piona 
lady  and  gentleman  in  Vi^inla,  the  litHe  ne- 
groes were  ao  ragged  aa  to  be  obliged  to  hide  for 
aham&  and  the  women  of  Oie  fonulv  were  em- 
ployed in  making  pantaloona  and  Jacketa  for  tba 
free  negroca  at  Liberia.  Whenever  any  of  tbcM 
ndnistera,  male  or  female,  o<nn«  to  me  with  tb^ 
oomtdainta  and  petitlma  for  aid,  I  never  oan  ibr- 
get  Gil  Bias  and  BeOor  Maan^  Ordonnes,  who 
got  rioh  and  lived  comfortably  by  adminbt«rii^ 
&e  flinds  of  the  poor.  If  we  cannot  get  bere 
an  acconnt.of  the  money  we  vote  by  appropri- 
ation, I  shoold  tike  to  see  a  eettlonent  of  tlia 
ecconnta  of  the  Otaheltaaa.  I  ahonld  like  to 
see  the  voodiera  of  the  ezpendituree  for  tiieae 
Sandwidi  Islanders,  and  these  Uberian  pet^e 
— I  am  afr^  we  ahonld  have  to  settle  tfaem  oa 
equitable  prindple»— they  would  never  pasa  the 
Treaaory.  When  I  cannot  get  an  acconnt  ftvn 
my  own  steward,  ea  a  private  man :  when,  as  a 
poblio  man,  I  do  not  know  what  has  beorane  cf 
the  millions  of  the  pec^le'a  money ;  dtonld  I 
not  be  the  veriest  ana  that  ever  exiited,  to  ex- 
pect a  proper  ^pUcatlon  of  money  whem  there 
IS  half  the  diameter  of  the  globe  betwewi  me 
and  the  applioant  I  I  hold  out  this  as  a  hint  to 
all  benevolent  gentlemen  and  ladiee,  whoso  good 
heart*  are  imposed  on  for  the  Enpport  of  sturdy 
beggary  who  would  rather  beg  than  wodL 
B<»ging  is  gone  out  of  feshion  for  one's  self— it 
is  for  some  miserable  establishment— we  most 
convert  the  OathoUos  at  Panama— we  must  ocn- 
vertllie  Jews — "Qivemethe  mon^,tnydear 
madam,  and  I  will  see  it  properiy  applied. "  We 
are  now  doing  in  this  oonntry  what  has  been 
done  in  every  country  under  the  snn — as  the 
,,    ,      .  .  _  ^ 


the  old  fiut)  banks  wear  o  , 
spring  up.  When,  in  Virginia,  we  had  billiard 
tables,  and  cards,  and  racea,  and  not  half  tba 
population  we  now  have,  I  conld  [»x>duee  you 
two  honeet  men  where  we  can  now  ^ow  one. 
We  have  no  &ro  bank,  no  billiard  table — we 
have  hardly  a  raoe — we  have  got  too  good  to 
ran  taoea— birt  we  are  not  too  good  to  embeiale 
the  money  introated  to  oa,  or  to  do  any  thing 
that  is  covered  np  under  the  gannttit  <tf  religion. 
Hypocrisy  is  the  only  sin  that  walks  abroad  that 
cannot  bo  discerned,  except  by  the  eye  of  God 
alone ;  yet,  when  yon  see  a  man's  whiue  conduct 
at  variance  with  his  religious  profewi<Hi,  yoa 
will  not  be  defective  in  charity  alone  if  yoa  do 
not  come  to  the  oonolnaion  that,  like  Ibnuel 
Ordonnex,  be  is  pretty  much  of  a  cheat. 

I  find,  sir,  that  the  regular  speech  I  had  beoi 
preparing  for  the  Senate,  has  not  arrived  at  its 
due  term  of  parturition.  But,  in  dne  time,  I 
tnut  it  will  make  Its  appearance.  I  wilt  tree- 
pasa  DO  longer  on  the  time  and  patience  of  the 
Senate^— but  there  is  more  behind — oome  out  te 
shall — redeem  the  pledge  I  will — I  will  ^w 
that  this  Panama  miarion  ia  a  Eentacky  cuckoo's 
m,  lud  in  a  Spanish  American  neat.  I  will 
afioir  that  the  President  of  &.«  United  Statea 
and  his  iOniaten  have  Jtmathan-Bnssdied  tbe 
OongreaaoJ  the  United  Statea   that  be  haa  held 
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one  loQgaRge  at  one  time,  on  tbe  Muna  mbJMt^ 
to  one  Honae  of  Oongreas,  while  to  uiotlier 
Honse  be  hw  bald  •  different  luwtuge  on  the 
same  sabjeot  I  will  not  brinK  it  here  in  not«a. 
I  will  ht,v«  the  lettws  printed  in  parallel  pu- 
sagee,  that  thej  maj  be  oompored  with  Hie  stjle 
of  the  Departeaent  of  State — whether  the  De- 
partmeBt  of  State  be,  in  this  ease,  the  Pre^dent 
pf  the  United  Btatea,  or  whether  it  be  the  offloer 
who  preeides  over  that  Dep&rtment,  it  wiH  ahow 
anfficient  to  satia^  any  man  of  oommon  penetrfr- 
tion  that  tiiese  tUoga  were  nutDnfiuitnred  here, 
and  that  thia  Don  Salazar,  or  whatever  he  is, 
had  jost  u  mnoh  hand  in  it  aa  the  Qrand  In- 
qiiiaitor  had  in  the  commission  with  which  Don 
Baphael  and  broker  Ambrose  de  I^mela,  in 
oompaay  with  Gil  Bias,  niade  a  vieit  to  tbe  Jew, 
and  rifled  hia  oofFerg,  I  will  prove  to  anj  man 
— thej  may  write  what  Spamsh  tbey  please — 
oany  it  to  an  indifferent  traoalator,  and  there 
shall  be  no  umilaritj  in  style,  grammatiaal  cod- 
vtraotion,  or  any  thing  el»e,  between  ^ixa  letter 
they  write,  and  the  letter  which  it  is  alleged 
jthey  have  written,  and  which  baa  been  trana- 
lated  and  sent  to  na.  Why  were  not  the  origi- 
nalaaent  t  la  the  name  of  tbetranalator^Tent 
Ko.  Tbey  are  not  seat  as  purporting  to  be 
toaoabtions. 

This  ia  a  strange  world.  The  man  who  is 
whiatling  over  the  fbrrow,  at  the  time  be  is 
turning  in  com  to  give  bread  to  hia  wife  and 
&milf,  IcDowa  no  more  of  what  ia  doing  here 
than  a  man  In  Sontb  America.  He  does  not 
know  that  tbey  who  never  did  plant  oom,  or 
never  shall  plant  com  again,  are  to  take  tbe 
beet  part  of  hia  crop.  He  does  not  ^o^  while 
his  horses  are  poor  beooose  be  cannot  afford  to 
keep  them  fat,  that  borses  are  driven  in  this 
eitythat  are  fed  ont  of  hie  crib — be  does  not 
know  this,  becanse  yon  get  the  money  &om  him 
tarifieally — he  is  tar\fied,  aa  we  say  Ln  Virginia, 
He  is  taxed  for  all  the  real  necessaries  of  Ufe — 
and  bow  does  hia  money  go  t  I  wish  he  coold 
oome  here  to  see.  If  every  man  in  the  TTiuted 
States  oonld  apend  one  day  in  Washington — if 
every  woman  could  spend  one  boar  here — and 
Ood  forbid  that  my  wife  or  daughter  should  Spend 
more — then  yon  wonid  have  salvation  for  the 
Republic  It  mast  be  aome  special  interposition 
of  Providence,  though  working  by  secondary 
oames,  that  will  snatch  this  nation  from  the 
downhill  progress  it  is  making,  not  merely  to 
baokmpb^,  bnt  to  perdition.  We  may  flatter 
oorselTes  aa  long  as  «e  please,  and  think,  and 
talk,  and  brag,  and  boast,  in  foorth  of  July  ora- 
tions and  others,  of  l>eiiig  the  most  eQligbt«ned 


road  that  has  mined  nations  before 
are  copying,  aa  far  as  we  are  able,  the  worst 
parts  of  the  British  system,  leavioK  out  the  beat 
— and  who  are  we,  that  we  ahonld  be  exempt 
from  tbe  law  wbicb  the  Aathor  of  tbe  being 
of  all  mankind  haa  imposed  on  themi  What 
is  the  history  of  men,  and  what  is  he!  Tbe 
jomig  lady  who  thinks  to  highly  of  her  Phil- 


bim  to  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  and  listen  to 
the  nightingale  and  tbe  mocking-bird,  and  talk 
aweet  sentiment — bnt  if  she  goes  so  tai  as  tbat 
she  ia  lost — sbe  bad  mnoh  better  go  to  her 
grandmamma,  and  notPlulander.  So  it  is  with  a 
nation — the  man  who  ssys,  this  is  bnt  a  trifle — 
a  peccadillo — I  was  absent  for  a  few  days  from 
the  Senate,  bat  none  will  think  of  ii—e'at  Zs 
premUr  pat  gvi  ecvte — tbe  moment  a  man  leaves 
the  path  of  religion  or  virtne — tbe  moment  be 
takes  Faley  and  tbe  Jesnits  to  ascertain  how 
fsr  he  may  go  on  the  border  line  of  viHany  with- 
out overstepping  it — that  man,  or  woman,  ia  lost, 
Onr  ntnation  is  avrfnl  beyond  conception — we 
aro  in  a  state  of  utter  ignorance  of  onrselvee, 
perhaps  I  may  be  supposed  at  this  time 
worrying  tne  patience  irf  tbe  Senate,  when  tbey 
would  rather  I  ahonld  take  my  seat.  It  is  my 
doty  to  leave  nothing  tmdone  that  I  may  law- 
fully do,  to  pull  down  tbia  adnunistration.  I  see 
it,  and  onW  wait  till  tlie  third  of  March,  183B— 
Uiia  month  three  yeara — and,  if  the  people  do 
not  step  in  to  correct  the  procedure,  I  am  mnoh 
nuataken  if  I  ever  take  their  part  agun— «nd 
why,  air  t  I  do  not  think  the  honor  of  a  daughter 
ia  to  be  preserved  at  tbe  expense  of  liars  and 
bolts :  tat,  where  tbe  mind  is  poilnted,  what  care 
I  wbo  has  tbe  worthless  poeaession  of  the  body  I 
He  who  goes  ont  animo  fttrattdi,  is  a  tbiei; 
whether  he  exacts  a  purse  or  not  So  it  is  with 
a  nation.  They  who,  from  indifierenoe,  or  with 
their  eyee  open,  persist  in  bngging  the  traitor 
to  their  bosom,  deserve  to  be  insulted  with  dif- 
ferent messages  than  this ;  they  deserve  to  be 
slaves,  with  no  other  mosie  to  soothe  them  but 
the  dank  of  tbe  chains  which  they  have  pot  ou 
themselves  and  given  to  their  o&pring. 
Kr.  BnuraH  then  varied  bis  motion  to  the 


"Tbe  Preaideat  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  hia 
opening  Ueassge  at  tbe  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  informed  Congress  that  inviutiooa 
to  tMi  Government  to  attend  and  take  put  fn  the 
deUt»eTatioQS  at  the  Congress  of  Puuuna  had  bees 
given  and  sccepted,  and  that  Hinlsters  on  the  part 
of  tbe  United  States  would  be  commissioned :  and, 
having  further.  In  bis  Siecnttve  commonicatlan  ta 
the  Senate  of  the  SBth  of  December  last,  aocoin- 
p&nying  the  nomination  of  Bichard  C.  Anderson, 
of  Eentacky,  and  John  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  be  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  Assembly  of  American  Nations  at 
Panama,  and  Williun  B.  Hocheeter,  of  New  Yc^ 
to  be  Secretary  of  the  Mission,  tbus  expressed  him- 
Hlf :  '  Although  this  measure  was  deemed  M  be 
within  tbe  con^tntional  competency  of  the  Execu- 
tive, I  have  not  tbongbt  proper  to  tmke  &ay  step 
In  it  before  ascertaining  tbat  my  opinion  of  lis  ex- 
pediency «{D  concur  with  bo&  brancbsa  of  the 
Legislature,'  ia.    Therefore, 

"Stiolved,  That,  in  the  optnion  of  the  Senate, 
the  proposed  measure  was  not  iritbin  the  conilitu- 
tion^  competency  of  the  Executive.  And,  also, 
Jieielvtd,  As  tbe  opinion  of  the  Senate,  inssmuch 
ss  the  claim  of  power  that  set  up  by  the  £xeoa> 
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tiTe,  might.  If  Baftred  to  pM*  nnnotloed  bj  tb« 
Bcnate,  ie  hentlua  idiad  upon  tojiwtuy  tb*  aier> 
dM  of  a  (imllar  pomr,  tlM;  am  It  to  tbauMlre^ 
■nd  to  tlM  8t*lM  thej  rapMMat,  Ut  pratMt,  ud 
thej  do  bertbj,  waieaalj  bit  mpwtrallT  pratMt, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mni^  tbe  rvolntioa  wm 
poatpcHted  to,  and  made  tM  order  of  the  day, 
for  MondAynext 

TuBBDAT,  April  i. 

The  Senate  then  remuned  the  oondderation 
of  the  reaolDdon  reported  by  the  0<Knmittae  on 
Agrionltnre,  propodng  to  repeal  the  dntj'  on  im- 
ported salt. 

Mr.  HoLUa  moved  to  atrlke  ont  the  obliga- 
tiMjinatt-aotkiiia  "to  report  bffaQL"  aadinaert. 
"  to  inanire  iuto  the  enedieDOf  of  providiag, '' 


honn^  duration,  between  Heena.  Enra,  Luitd, 
Smith,  Eouoa,  Bbaxob,  Fdidlit.  Woodsort, 
Sahtokd,  Ei^TNB,  RuiDOLPH,  Macoit,  and 
OsAHDLKB,.  the  qneation  was  taken  on  Ur. 
EoLicn'  amoodraent,  and  oairied,  bf  the  tcUow- 
ingvote: 

TiAS. — Hesw*.  Battoo,  Bell,  Benton,  BonBgny, 
Chxndler,  Ghue,  Clapton,  Dickenon,  Baton,  Bd- 
wards,  FladUj,  Hurioon,  Hendricks,  Holnwa,  John- 
•OD  of  KeDtockj,  Johnston  of  Lookiana,  Eane, 
Uojd,  Mai^  Noble,  Bobbins,  Bugglea,  Sanlivd, 
SeTinauT,  Smith,  Thomu,  Tan  Bnren,  WiUer— 38. 

Sats, — UesBTs.  Berrien,  Branob,  Cobb,  Harper, 
Hajne,  KinK,  HacoD,  Baodolph,  Seed,  Bowan, 
Tuevell,  White,  Williams,  Woodbnrf— 14. 

Thos  wnended,  the  teetdalioa  waa'agreed  to. 

Weddssdai,  April  6. 
Obitruetiotu  tn  SavamnoA  SUer. 

The  Senate jOTooeeded  to  consider,  aa  in  Oom* 
mittee  of  the  whole,  the  bill "  for  removing  tbt 
eiiBling  obBtmoldone  in  the  river  Savannah. " 

[This  l»U  sppn^riftes  the  sum  of  $S0,OOO,  to 
be  applied,  onder  the  direction  of  the  Secntoir 
of  the  Tresanry,  for  removing  oert^  hnlka  annk 
in  the  river  Savannah  dnring  the  Bevolndonar; 
War,  for  the  defence  of  the  dtj.] 

Mr.  Llotd  (the  Ohalrmao  <^  the  Oommittee 
on  Oommeroe)  ezpluned  the  present  sitnatlon 
of  the  river  Saraimah,  and  the  injnrions  conse- 
quences which  resnlted  to  the  extensive  oom- 
meroe with  the  city  of  Savannah,  from  the  ob- 
structions formed  by  the  hnllu  whidi  had  been 
snnk,  and  the  sand  which  had  aocmnnlated  on 
them.  He  dwelt  upon  the  advantages  which 
wonld  result  to  the  oommaree  of  the  United 
States  at  Urge,  by  the  removal  of  theae  olwtruo- 
tions,  and  urged  the  Jostice  of  granting  to  Geor- 
gia that  sssistanoe,  in  this  case,  which  had  been 
(H'anted  to  so  many  other  States  on  similar  oocft- 


Bopported  the  bUl  with  grent 
force,  Mid  at  some  length. 

OoDSideralde  diacosdon  then  took  place,  ia 
which  Messrs.  Bbrrikn,  Obakdlkk,  Bbakoo, 
Houm,  H^BBisoiT,  Oo^  Fiin>i.«r,  Bvoorxs, 
EatriADa,  and  Kui^  took  part.  The  bill  waa 
sapported  on  the  ground  that  the  people  of  Sa- 
vannah and  Oeorgia  clamed,  and  were  entitjed 
to  be  reetored  to,  the  advantages  they  enjoyed 
in  the  unimpaired  navigation  of  the  river  an- 
terior to  the  time  when,  on  oonnderationB  at 
pnblio  benefit,  they  were  deprived  of  them,  by 
the  obstructions  placed,  for  the  pnblic  defeno^ 
in  the  prineipd  inlet  at  the  State.  It  waa  tho 
interest  of  the  Doited  States  itself  to  restore  to 
its  natural  oooditlon  this  inlet  of  a  great  asri- 
cnltoral  and  commercial  State,  and  an  oot  of  jua- 
tjoe  to  the  Btate.  It  was  argued  that,  wherever 
the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States,  in  prose- 
cotins  a  war,  had  destroyed  or  injured  privats 
,  there  never  was  an  instance  of  tbrfr 
iholding  payment  for  it;  and  wherever  the 
enemy  had  destroyed  property  in  consequence 
of  its  having  )>een  used  against  titem  by  tbe 
forces  of  the  United  States,  this  Govemmmt 
had  always  made  compensation ;  and,  on  tbeM. 
and  other  gronnds,  urged  in  the  debate,  the  inU 
ooght  to  pass.  Mr.  Bzbbibi,  in  partacular,  sup- 
ported the  UU  earnestly  and  repeatedly,  in  no- 
swer  to  objections  made  to  iL 

The  btU  was  opposed  on  the  ground  tbat  the 
obstrnctions  were  partly  placed  in  the  river  by 
tiie  enemy,  and  the  claim  conld  not  therefore  be 
well  sustuned,  as  it  was  not  inonmbent  on  the 
United  States  to  repwr  injuries  done  by  the  en- 
emy in  particular  portions  of  the  oonntry — and 
that  Geoigiahodreccivedher  share  of  the  ftuidi 
which  had  been  appropriated  for  settling  Kevo- 
Intionary  claims,  &o. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  CHAiiDLn 
moved  an  amendment,  which  was  carried,  con* 
flaing  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  to 
the  rtdaing  of  those  vessels  only  which  were  sonk 
by  the  American  Oommander,  and  not  to  those 
sunk  by  tlie  enemy ;  and  then  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  bj 
yeas  and  nays,  as  fbllows : 

YiAs. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benlon,  Berrien, 
Bouligcy,  Bratich,  Chaailler,  Chase,  Ctajtoo,  Cobb, 
Dickenon,  Edwards,  Flndlsj,  BarrisoD,  Hatper, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kenlocl^, 
Kane,  King,  Llojd,  Harks,  Noble,  Reed,  Bobbins, 
Rowan,  Bnegles,  Bwtford,  Beymoor,  Smith,  nuHnas^ 
White,  Willoy,  Williams,  Woodbory— S6. 

K^TB. — Hmtb.  Kaoon,  TaMVall,  Tan  Bonn — t, 

Thttbsdat,  April  S. 
SaUiffSetUljMd. 
Tir.  BstTOR  rose  to  ask  the  leav&  of  which 
he  yesterday  gave  notice,  to  introdnoe  a  Ull 
"  to  authorize  the  Frerident  to  dispose  of  ew- 
t^  lead,  the  property  of  the  IToilod  Stktes,  in 
Missouri. " 

Mr.  B.  said,  a  brief  statement  ot  the  &cts 
might  be  necessary,  and  would  save  time  hero* 
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U  lesd  in  Musoori,  bdcm^ng  to  the  Umted 
St&tea.  Thew  ar»  tbe  fuU:  Tb«  United 
States  bave  reoriTad  t«ad  for  the  rent  of  oerlAin 
]ead  m]a«s,  and  it 

the  OommiiHoiier,  

Not  hkTing  UT  Mitbori^  to  diqtOM  of  it,  by  tbe 
laws  <d  the  United  StaUa,  be  pn^Msta,  in  hie 
report^  to  Mnd  it  to  aome  M  the  anwelstrf  the 
United  Btatee.  Of  the  two  neweat  aneusla, 
otae  ia  at  the  diatanoe  of  1,000  tnllea,  and  the 
other  1,S00  mllee,  frwn  the  place  where  the  lead 
is.  The  enwnae  of  aendhig  2,000  dollan'  worth 
(rf  lead  aoob  a  diatanoe  aa  thia,  independent  of 
the  ohaaee  of  loaing  it,  wUl  be  nearif  w<nth  the 
thing  itaelf.  I  ther^bre  propoae,  that  tiiia  lead 
afaaU  be  ^vea  for  the  ol^aot  veoiaed  la  tbe  bill ; 
thatot^  ia  to  ^re  it  to  tbe  State  of  lOaaonri 
for  the  pnrpoee  of  making  a  n»d  bran  the  lead 

'  '  the  rirer  Miiaisdi^  IC7  reawui  for 
^  )  make  thia  dii^Mdlioa  of  It  ia  this. 
TTnlted  States  are  the  great  landbolden  of 

U  the  new  Statea.  In  the  lead  mine  district, 
this  Is  partionlarl;  the  oaee :  for  the  inine^ 
lands  are  reserved  by  law,  and  oannot  be  aold. 
They  are  foacid,  as  elsewhere,  in  the  poorest 
parts  of  the  ooontry :  for,  Uhh^  there  are  aoma 
tnota  of  rich  gronnd,  the  bo^  of  tbe  eooDtry 
is  poor.  The  mineral  landa^  which  an  valnable, 
ore  reserved  by  law;  Ihey  oannot  be  scdd— end 
the  inlerior  lands,  which  are  not  mineral,  are 
lield  np  at  a  price  which  they  wOl  not  oom* 
maud  in  tome  nnndreda  of  jeara  to  oome.  Ihe 
conaeqnenoe  ia,  that  the  United  Btatee  is  die  ab- 
■olnte  landlord  of  the  great  mineral  diabict. 
There  is  no  person  to  make  roads.  It  b  tbe 
landholders  in  erery  ooontty  who  make  toada. 
In  all  parte  of  the  world,  where  ft  landlord  poa- 
■aasea  an  estate,  he  eipenda  a  large  proportion 
of  theprooeeda  of  that  eetatein  "ifting  roads 
to  it.  Where  he  owns  a  coal  mine,  or  a  lead  or 
oopper  mine,  he  expends  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
oeeda  in  maldng  roads  to  It,  for  the  benefit  of 
faia  own  property.  Taken  in  thia  point  of  view, 
it  is  the  doty  of  the  United  States  to  lay  ont 
part  of  tbe  proceeds  to  make  a  road  thhtn^ 
their  own  lands.  It  ia  also  advantageoaa  to  do 
BO,  because,  maUog  a  road  from  the  rirer  to  the 
nine,  a  diatanoe  of  thir^  miles,  will  give  avalne 
to  the  oonntry  itself.  I  therefore  propose  to  in- 
trodoce  a  bill  with  proviriona  to  tnia  effiset. 

And  leave  lutving  been  grantod,  Mr.  B.  In- 
Izodooed  the  biU ;  whkh  was  twice  read,  and 
referred. 

Fbidat,  April  t. 
Tit  Jvdicud  3i/itefi. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  aooordiiw  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  to  the  consideration  ofthe  bill  from 
the  Hotise  of  BepresentatiTes,  "  Airther  to 
amend  the  Jndicial  System  of  the  United 
States," 

The  Senate  Oomndttee  cm  the  Judiciary,  to 
which  the  bill  was  referred,  reported  a  snbsti- 
tttta  for  the  seoond  section  of  the  tdU.    This 


section  of  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  Honaoi 
ia,  in  sobetaooe,  as  follows : 

"Tbftt  the  seveath  Judiclsl  Cireidt  <^  the  United 
Ststea  shall,  hereafter,  eoodst  of  (Mo,  ImUana,  and 
BUaoit ;  and  Kentucky  and  masoari  shall  form  an 
tiffiah  <3ienit;  Tennessee  and  Alabama  a  ^ath 
Orcnlt,  and  LoiJsians  and  MimMpsi  a  tenth  Cir- 
cuit; and  the  Jostke  of  the  Supreme  Court  now 
aadgned  or  allotted  to  tite  seventh  Orcuit,  iltall, 
nntu  the  neit  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  un. 
til  a  new  asdgmoeiit  or  sUotment  shall  be  mads  by 
said  court,  be  assigued  to  tbe  e[gbtb  Circuit ;  and 
the  three  additiookl  JuaUcei,  whoie  appoiotnietil  Is 
provided  for  by  tbU  set,  shall  be  seTerally  sseigned 
by  the  Preddent  of  the  United  Btatet  to  the  laid 
serendi,  ninth,  and  tenth  drcaHs,  until  the  next 
term  of  Ihe  Nipreme  Court,  when  It  shall  be  the 
dnty  of  the  Justices  thereof  to  aarign  or  allot  Uicni- 
selves  to  the  several  Jndidal  (Srcults  of  the  Uidted 
Statea,  and  to  make  reootd  thereof  aoeordlng  to 
law." 

The  aabatitnte  for  this  section,  reeommended 
by  the  committee  of  the  8enad«,  is  as  foUowa : 

"  That  tbe  Beventh  Juffidal  Circiiit  of  tbe  Unitsd 
Bute*  shall  hereaftar  conuat  of  Ohio  and  Eentueky  t 
sad  that  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Hinourl,  ^lall  fong 
the  eighth  Qrouit,'  Tennessee  and  Alabama  sluU 
form  the  ninth  Circuit;  and  l(lssiselpp[  and  Leiil< 
riaua  shall  fonn  the  tenth  Circoil ;  and  the  Justke 
of  the  Supreme  Court  appointed  for  eaah  of  said 
seventh,  eighth,  nukth,  and  tenth  CiKuits,  shall  re- 
aide  theiein." 

On  the  gnestion  of  agreeing  to  this  amend-  * 
ment,  Mr.  Vax  Bubxs  rose,  and  addreeaed  the 
Senate  aa  followa ; 

In  notjcing  tbe  proposed  amendmeota,  I  ahall 
nre  my  own  views,  and,  aa  for  as  I  imderstand 
tOMD,  the  views  of  tbe  nu^ority  <rf  the  00m- 
mitteiB,  In  rdatioo  to  the  bill  nnder  oonridera- 
tion.  The  ample  disonsston  wbioh  tbe  sat^eot 
has  so  reoently  undergone  elsewhere,  and  wbloh, 
though  not  heard,  has  been  eeen,  by  the  Ben- 
ate^  will  Indnoe  roe  to  omit  many  obeervatitais 
which  I  might  otherwise  liave  folt  it  my  dntj- 
to  make. 

The  committee  propose  two  amoidments  to 

le  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Bepreeentative& 
They  conmat  of  an  alteration  of  the  seventh 
and  eighth  oircoits,  and  a  provision  requiring 
the  new  jndges,  as  is  now  reqaired  of  the 
present  Judges,  to  reside  in  their  respective 
(urcoits.  In  the  bill  as  it  stands,  EentacKy  ttid 
ICssonri  form  one  oirauit,  and  Ohio,  Illinois, 
and  Indiana,  anothef.  The  amendment  oon- 
neots  Kentucky  with  Ohio,  and  forms  the 
other  circuit  ont  of  tbe  districts  of  Minouri, 
Illinois,  and  Indiana.  The  amendment  relative 
to  the  rendenoe  of  the  Judges  shall  be  notioed 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks  on  the  general 
sat^ecL  Of  the  other  amendment  I  shall  say 
but  little.  I  was  absent,  on  aoconnt  of  indis- 
position, when  that  amendment  was  disouaaed 
and  decided  in  the  committee.  The  exfdana- 
tion  of  its  reasons  will  therefore  be  left  to  thoaa 
by  whom  it  waa  made,  and  who  are  more  con- 
versant with  its  merits.  A  bill  was  reported 
by  me,  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  early  u  Cha 
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aeasion,  ij  which  the  oircnits  were  arranged 
OB  the?  are  in  the  bill  trom  the  Eoqm.  SnbM- 
qnent  to  the  report,  it  was  aaoertained  that, 
out  of  the  ten  Senatora  representdng  the  Stat«e 
indnded  in  the  two  (nrcoits,  seven  were  di»- 
eati^ed  with  that  arransemenL  Thej  con- 
tend that  it  Is  nnnstnral,  with  reference  to 
localities,  onneoessaiy  as  it  respects  the  state 
of  the  bnanesB,  and  will  be  inooavenient  in  its 
operation. 

The  qnestion  is  exdndvelr  of  a  local  charao- 
ter,  and  the  reasons  for  the  opinion  sustained 
b;  the  amendment  will  be  giren  b?  those  par- 
ticnlarlj  interested. 

The  bill  proposes  an  alteration  of  the  existing 
legislative  provision  on  the  subject  of  tiie  jndi- 
dial  system,  by  adding  three  additional  judges 
to  the  Bopreme  Court,  and  to  increase  the 
nmnber  of  circnits  from  seven  to  ten.  It  is 
admitted  that  the  change  is  important,  and 
onght  not  to  be  mode  except  npon  the  most 
nr^ut  indncements.  It  is  mj  olijeat  to  state 
bnefij  and  distinctly,  the  natore  and  extent  of 
those  inducements. 

The  pounds  of  complaint  are : — 

iHt.  The  unavoidable  accnmnlatioa  of  bad- 
ness in  &B  Supreme  Court : 

2d.  The  great  amount  of  unfinished  boiiiieM 
in  the  Beveoth  Cironit,  oompo»ed  of  the  States 
of  Ohio,  £entackj,  and  Tennessee^  which  can- 
not, it  is  alleged,  be  disposed  of  under  the 
*  present  arrangement ; 

Sd.  The  exclneion  of  the  tax  States  last  ad- 
mitted into  the  Coofederaoy,  viz ;  minoia,  Ifia- 
Boari,  Indiana,  Alabama,  Uiuisrippi,  and  Louisi- 
ana, bom  the  benefit  m  the  Oiromt  Systeau 

Our  first  in^uiriaa  dionkl  be  directed  to  the 
&cts  upon  which  these  complainto  are  fbunded, 
and  the  character  andextentofthealleged  evils. 

I  obtiuned,  last  year,  a  certificate  from  the 
clerk  of  the  Snpreme  Conn,  which  has  been 
mislMd,  bat  Qie  amoont  of  wnich,  as  far  as  m; 
reodleotion  serves  me,  was,  that  of  the  canses 
on  the  calendar  for  the  last  ten  years,  one-half 
vers  left  undisposed  of  at  each  t«rm. 

This  is  an  evil  that  is  everywhere  felt  and 
oomplidaed  of.  Its  existence  is  universally 
admitted,  and  in  many  oases  it  amotinle  to  a 
denial  of  justice.  , 

I^e  sevenlh  circuit,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
la  composed  of  the  districts  of  Ohio.  Kentucky, 
and  East  and  West  Tennessee.  The  mischief 
complained  of  arises  partly  from  the  great  ex- 
tent of  country  embraced  ia  the  circnit,  the 
immenBe  distance  from  court  to  coart,  and 
partilf  from  the  great  amount  of  litigation  In 
that  portion  of  the  Union.  Upon  the  first 
branon  of  this  subject — the  great  extent  of  the 
drcnit,  remarks  are  unnecessary ;  the  facta  are 
open  to  the  observation  of  alL  la  oue  of  the 
meiQOrialB  cm  the  table,  the  extraordinanr  ex- 
tent of  travel  which  the  jndge  has  to  perform, 
and  the  difBcnlties  of  doing  so,  are  fully  stated. 
Upon  the  second,  a  few  remarks  may  not  be 
onprofitable.  It  is  sud,  and  upon  good  aothor- 
i^,  that  there  are  now  pratUng  ui  the  Ken- 
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tucky  District,  900  causes ;  in  Oliio,  about  200 
or  260,  and  in  East  and  West  Tennessee,  aboat 
30O;  in  all,  .about  1,500  causes.  Although 
these  &cts  are  doabuess  as  stated,  stiU,  to 
many  of  os  the  statement  unless  e^iluned, 
would  present  an  exf^gerated  and  deoepbve  view 
of  the  Ttal  bosiiieae  in  the  circuit  referred  (ol 

By  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the 
mles  of  the  Snpreme  Court,  made  in  pnrsoanca 
thereof  tbe  practice  in  the  Circoit  Courts  ot 
the  UhiUsd  Statei  has  been  assimilated  to  that 
of  the  Superior  Cooris  of  the  States,  That 
of  the  latter  is  variona.  Whilst  in  some  of  the 
States  every  ptndinf  canse.  whatever  be  its 
natnre  or  condition,  is  placed  upon  the  docket 
in  others,  such  on^  sa  are  to  be  tried  apc» 
issnea  uther  of  law  or  taot :  the  former  tp- 
pears  to  be  the  practice  in  the  seventb  drcaik 
Of  the  660  causes  pending  in  the  EenCuckj  Dis- 
trict, there  are,  therefore,  in  all  probability,  not 
more  than  260  which  require  to  be  tried ;  the 
others  pass  by  default,  or  are  otherwise  dis- 
posed of;  and  tba  same  estimate  may,  witli 
safety,  be  made  of  the  bufflnesa  in  the  other 
districts  in  the  circuit 

That  there  is,  notwithstanding,  a  greater 
smoont  of  bomness  in  those  districte  tain  the 
court  can  perfbim,  constitnted  as  the  oircnit 
now  is,  appears  from  representationa  irtuch 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  Con- 
gresa,  coming  from  aourcee  deserving  entire  cod- 
fidenoe.  It  may  appear  strange  to  gentlemen 
that  a  drcuit,  so  little  commercial,  and  of  a 
population  imerior  in  point  of  numbers  to 
several  of  the  old  oircnits^  should  be  bo  greatly 
overburtheoed  with  busmees,  whilst  m  the 
otben,  the  Judges  cannot  oniy  do  all  the  pre»- 
ent  bnmness,  but  mii^t,  wil£ont  much  incon- 
venience, do  more.  The  &et  is  in  part  attribut- 
able to  the  great  length  of  time  neceeaarilj 
employed  by  the  judge  in  travelling,  but  cluefiy 
to  another  caase.  By  the  Conatitution  of  the 
United  States,  joris^otion  is  eiven  to  the 
Federal  Judiciary^  amoDs  other  tEiinga,  in  "  aE 
cases  between  citizens  of  the  same  State,  cJaJm- 
ing  limds  under  grants  of  different  States." 
A  ve)7  great  proportion  of  the  caosea  pending 
in  these  eourta  cmcem  the  title  to  lands  thus 
circumstanced.  The  United  States  Court  de- 
rive from  this  branch  of  their  judicial  power 
an  incomparably  greater  access  of  business  in 
the  circmt  in  question,  than  they  do  in  any 
portion  of  the  old  States.  Such  is  briefly  the 
actual  condition  of  things  in  the  seventh  oii^ 
onit  Of  the  courts,  its  inhabitants  do  no^ 
nor  have  they  any  reason  to  coraplun — as 
much  has  been  done  for  them  as  the  number 
of  the  judges  and  the  utuation  of  the  Jadidal 
system  would  admit  of.  From  Congress  they 
have  had  the  assistance  that  has  been  givok  to 
the  same,  and  even  larger  numbers  of  citizen^ 
in  other  sections  of  the  country,  and  more 
than  has  been  given  to  some.  They  have, 
therefore,  no  ground  for  any  thins  like  clamor- 
ous complaint,  nor  sm  I  aware  t^t  they  have 
made  it — to  os  they  oerttuuly  have  not    But 
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as  the;'  cleaTlj  nifibr  faumDrenlenoe 
ottoM  of  the  sTil  Ifl  vithont  their  fiHilt  (md 
bejond  their  oontrol,  thej  have  a  right  to  ask 
present  redresa ;  and  the  bill  on  the  table  pro- 
poees  to  ffive  it  as  fiir  as  that  oan  be  done  con- 
atetent  with  the  intereeta  of  tlie  other  States. 
The  remaining  ground  of  complaint  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  riz  States  to  which  the  cironit 
qratem  has  not  been  extended.  The  ftdlowing 
la  the  state  of  tide  part  of  the  caae ;.— The  other 
BtatM  hare  District  Ooorta,  vMoh  are  lield  bj 
district  Jodgee,  reoeiviw  sc^ariea  of  ttam  eiRbt 
to  sirtaen  hundred  doDara.  They  have  axso 
CHronit  Oonrte,  held  bj  one  of  the  jostioea  of 
tiie  Supreme  Ooort,  together  with  the  Dtetriot 
Judge.  In  all  judgments  and  decrees  In  civil 
anita,  for  an  unount  over  flftf  doUan,  a  right 
of  appeal  is  eeoitred  from  tiie  District  to  the 
Oircnit  Oonrt,  snd  a  rimilar  right  to  appeal 
from  the  Oircait  to  the  Buprrane  Oomt,  where 
tiie  matter  in  oontrorersf  ezoeeds  two  tlioiuaiid 
doUara.  In  all  oasea,  dril  or  criminal,  where 
a-difibrence  of  opinitoi  ezlats  between  the  dr- 
oidt  and  district  Jndge,  the  nutter  is  certified 
to  ttie  Supreme  Gonrt,  md  derided  b^  them, 
and  sncb  order  taken  In  the  court  below,  bb 
the  Supreme  Ooart  shall  direct.  No  imprison- 
ment is  allowed,  or  ptmiahmeot  inflicted:,  when 
the  Judges  are  so  divided.  Such  is  Uie  pro- 
idsion  made  for  the  States  which  have  been 
admitted  to  a  fnll  participation  of  the  Judicial 
Bfatem  i4  the  United  Btatea. 

In  the  petitioning  States,  the  situation  of 
things  is  verj  dlKrent.  In^ead  of  the  Oironit 
Oonrta  thna  oonatltnted,  provision  is  made  t^ 
law  to  vest  the  Diabriot  Oonrta  with  Orcmt 
Oonrt  pow»«,  so  br  at  least  as  It  relates  to 
tJie  original  Jurisdiction  of  the  Oirooit  Oonrta. 
The  appellate  jnrisdiotion  erf  the  Oircnit  Court 
ooold  not  of  course  be  vested  in  the  District 
Oonrt  An  ^peal  lies  from  the  District  Oomrt 
direct!;  la  the  Bnprtaie  Court,  similar  to  that 
allowed  in  other  States  from  the  Oircnit  Oonrt 
to  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  whioh  It  has  been  a 
lies  only  where  the  matter  in  o<mtrovers7  __ 
oeeds  the  value  of  two  thousand  dollars.  The 
it\}natioe  and  inconvenience  reeolllng  from  this 
system  to  the  States  in  question,  is  supposed 
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IsL  In  depriving  Hiaa  in  the  fint  inttanee 
of  the  talenta,  experience,  and  learning,  of  a 
Jndge  of  the  Supremo  Oonrt,  who,  from  the 
higher  duties  he  16  expected  -to  perform— from 
the  great«r  inducement  held  out  to  men  of 
talents,  by  lai^t^  salaries,  and  inoreaaed  re- 
qwctabiU^,  it  is  bnt  reaaonahle  to  presume, 
wonld  be  far  snpwior  In  point  of  oq>acitj'  and 
remectabili^  to  the  district  jndge. 

Sd.  Li  cntting  them  off  fr«n  an  appeal  in 
sU  matters  in  contTovan?  between  Attj  dollars 
snd  two  thoasand  ddlun — an  evil  which,  tbej 
aay,  cannot  be  redreesed  withoat  the  establish- 
ment of  Circmit  Oourta,  as  it  wonld  not  be  a 
nHef  to  BQfibr  canses  of  a  lees  eroonnt  to  be 
Muried  from  remote  parte  of  the  Union  to  the 
(Mr  of  Washington. 

Vouvnt-sa 


8d.  That,  although  they  have  a  right  of  ap-' 
peal  in  all  casea  of  over  two  thousand  doUara, 
they  oan  only  have  it  to  the  Supreme  Oonrt  in 
the  first  instance,  and  are  thos  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  the  first  appeal  to  the  Cironit  Oonrt, 
by  whioh  Justice  might  be  obtained  at  less 
expense. 

4th.  That,  in  criminal  oases,  in  which  no 
appeal  is  provided  in  aaj  case,  and  which  ma7 
inTolve  life,  character,  and  liberty,  they  an 
deprived  of  the  advantage  of  a  Jndge  of  the  8n- 
preme  Oonrt,  and  of  tiie  humane  provision 
requiring  the  assent  of  two  Judges  before  pon- 
ishment. 

eth.  That  they  have  been  adtnitted  into  the 
Union  npon  equal  terms  with  the  old  States — 
that  one  of  the  great  advantages  seoiu«d  to 
them  by  the  condition  of  their  admisdon,  la  a 
foil  participation  in  the  perfect  adminisb^tion 
of  justioe,  now  epioyed  by  thdr  rister  States, 
and  that  the  withholding  it  is  an  act  at  once 
hostile  to  their  best  intereata,  and,  wbM  is  equal- 
ly interesting^  homiliating  to  their  pride. 

This  enljlect  baa  been  frequently  before  Qie 
Senate,  and  the  Judiciary  Oranmittee.  I  have 
bestowed  upon  it,  at  different  times,  that  de- 
liberation and  dispaBBJonate  attention  which 
the  wishes  and  the  interests  of  so  many  mem- 
berg  of  the  confederacy  ImpBrionaly  require. 
The  result  la  a  strong  conviction,  that  there  is, 
at  leastj  some  Jnstice  in  each  of  the  gronnda  of 
complaint  made  by  the  petitioning  States,  and 

Plough  in  all  of  than 

Congees  to  make  so 
their  relict 

Whilst,  however,  I  concede  thns  much,  I  am 
not  vfUmg  to  be  miderstood  aa  nniting,  or 
even  so  mnoh  as  aoquiesoing  in  the  vehement 
oomplaiuts,  whioh  itnaaof  late  become  faahion- 
able  to  make,  for  having,  as  it  is  alleged,  with- 
held from  those  Statea,  rights  wiiioh  ought  long 
since  to  have  been  granted  to  them.  The 
portioning  States  hare  tteeu  treated  in  this 
respect  (circumstaoces  considered)  with  as 
mnoh  &vor,  and  have  received  as  hU  a  measure 
of  Justice  as  has  been  meted  to  those  of  their 
sister  States,  which  have  been  admitted  into 
the  Oonfbderaoy  since  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

The  right  of  an  ultimate  partioipataon  of 
every  new  State  in  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
mnnities  enjoyed  by  the  other  States  onder 
the  oonstitntion  as  far  forth  as  her  sitoation 
stables  her  to  er^oy  tbem,  and  from  which 
she  is  not  precluded  by  the  condition  of  her 
odmisdon,  is  nndonbteo.  But  the  immediato 
and  entire  extension  of  those  privileges  has 
never  been  regarded  as  a  matter  of  imperative 
duty.  The  courtesy  of  the  States,  and  general 
iostioe  of  their  oitizena,  ^  other  considerations 
tiave  not,)  have,  from  uie  beginning,  induced 
an  acquiescence  in  a  different  mle,  vis :  that 
the  measure  shonld  be  a  progressive  one,  to  be 
completed  as  soon  as  a  due  regard  to  ciromn- 
stancea  wonld  admit  On  a  reference  to  the 
history  of  the  Qovemment,  in  this  parUoalar, 
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it  will  be  found,  that  the  6tat«a  now  in  qnee-  i 
tion  have  fared  &s  well,  and  better,  than  Uuwe 
admitted  before  them,  Vermont  and  Maine, 
it  is  true,  had  the  benefit  of  the  circoit  iyttem 
soon  extended  to  them.  But  it  was  beoanee 
their  local  Bitoation  enabled  the  Jndgea  to  hold 
circoita  there  withoDt  oreatiog  a  oeceesitj  for 
increadng  the  number  of  the  Jadgea,  or  tm- 
reaaonablr  increasing  their  dnties.  But  towuda 
States  differentlj  sitaated,  a  different  oooTse 
baa  been  pnrBped,  without  prodaoiiia  Kaj  of 
those  acrimonious  oomplainta,  of  wMoh  w« 
Lave  latelj  heard  and  seen  so  moch.  Ken- 
taokj  was  admitted  fifteen  jeara  before  Ute 
dronit  Bj-stem  wa«  extended  to  hep— Ohio  fbnr 
rears,  and  Tennessee  eleven.  Hissoorl  baa 
been  admitted  bnt  four  vears — Alabama  bat 
four — DliitoiB  but  seven — MLadsBippi  but  eight 
— Indiana  bat  nine — and  Lomaiana  bnt  thirteen. 

Hor  bas  tbe  matter  been  looked  apoa  hj  the 
States  in  qnestion  in  so  grievous  and  offeonve 
a  light  As  for  as  mr  kDowledge  extends,  the 
States  of  Louisiana,  MisKmri,  HimoiB,  and  Alft- 
bama,  have  not,  as  jet,  memorialiied  ns  npon 
the  sut^ect,  snd  the  repreaentotioiie  rf  MIhob- 
dppi  and  !bidiana  have  been  preoiselj'  snch  as 
they  should  be. 

I  mention  these  oiranmstanoea,  not  onlr  to 
vindicate  the  GoTenunent  from  mppoeed  in- 
lostJoe  to  BO  large  a  part  of  the  Western  States, 
but  to  allay  whatever  of  oensnre  and  oonta- 
pons  excitement  the  collisions  of  opinion  else- 
where may  have  produced,  and  which  is  always 
adverse  to  that  oalm  and  dispassionate  oon- 
rideration  which  this  subject,  above  all  otheta, 


States  asking  our  iuterference,  point  oat. no 
qteoifio  mode  in  which  thejr  wrongs  should  be 
redressed,  bnt  submit  tltraiselTee  to  the  wis- 
dom of  ConsreBB. 

It  may  with  great  tmth  be  said,  that  there 
has  not,  for  many  years,  been  any  Bulgeot  pre- 
eented  to  Congress  of  greater  difficulty.  It  is 
admitted  to  be  so  by  alL  So  lees  tban  four 
different  plans  have,  for  the  last  three  years, 
been  submitted  to  the  Senate  without  snocese. 
The  present  bill  was  reported  at  the  last  sea- 
rioQ,  reoeived  the  assent  of  a  m^ority  of  the 
Senate,  bat  dtd  not  pass  for  want  of  time. 
The  great  difScnlty  arises  fhmi  the  extent  of 
oonn^  to  which  the  system  most  be  made  to 
apply.  If  yon  do  jnstioe  to  the  circuit  «onrt8, 
yon  are  nnavoldu^y  met  by  the  danger  of 
making  the  judges  on  the  Strpreme  Bench  too 
numerona. 

I  speak  of  the  syatem  that  now  exist&  a  sys- 
tem established  by  those  who  formed  tlie  oon- 
stitnUon — departed  from  in  1801,  but  restored 
by  the  act  of  1602,  and  persevered  in  to  the 
^«seot  day.  As  the  sutijeet  on  which  the 
system  was  to  operate  extended,  Congress  have 
ezttttded  it.    fioUiiug  is  clearer  than  that  for 


the  old  thirteen  States,  a  better  plan  haa  not 
been  needed,  if  the  wit  of  man  oonld  haw 
devised  one.  It  is  certun,  Uiat  existing  enact- 
ments do  not  carry  the  system  over  the  whtda 
ground.  It  must  t>e  m  extended,  or  a  new  ws 
established.  The  qneaticm  is,  whether  that  can. 
be  done— whether  the  oonntiy  has  not  so  far 
outgrown  the  system,  aa  to  render  it  neceesary 
that  it  Bhoold  be  abmdoned,  and  a  new  one 
Bubstitated,  more  citable  of  extension. 

Shall  we  do  ■•  was  done  in  1807,  when  dr- 
cnit  oonrti  were  proridad  for  Ohio,  £entaeky, 
and  Tenneasee,  or  tdiall  we  strike  out  a  new 
paUit  But  little  reflection  can  be  neoessarj 
to  oonvinoe  the  most  soper&ual  observer  lltat 
to  do  so  would  be  a  mattor  of  great  delicacy. 
To  change  the  entire  judicial  sy^em  of  a  coun- 
try, and  eapeoially  of  >  ooontry  whose  fwm  d 
Government  is  so  complicated  as  ours^  can 
never  be  a  matter  of  light  import.  If  there  be 
a  case  in  which,  more  than  any  other,  the  hand 
of  innovation  should  be  watched  with  lynx- 
eyed  jealooi?,  this  is  surely  that,  case.  A  total 
diange  waa  made  in  1801,  bnt  the  measure  met 
with  a  total  overthrow  In  one  abort  year. 
Strong  as  the  feelings  then  produced  were, 
time  and  experience  have  demonstrated  the 
wisdom  of  the  act  of  1B02,  by  which  tha  qra- 
tem  of  1169  waB  restored  and  improved.  Iten 
who  then  saw,  or  thought  they  saw,  the  proa- 
trstion  of  the  fairest  aoA  firmest  pillar  in  tba 
edifice,  have  been  enabled  by  'observation  and 
more  dispaaeionate  reflection,  to  see  the  error 
of  impressions  made  by  the  exdtementa  of  tha 
moment,  and,  what  is  of  equal  value,  have  had 
the  wisdom  and  the  honesty  to  acknowledge 
thdr  oonverdtHi  to  better  and  sounder  opinioiH. 
Bot  let  us,  instead  of  snbmitting  ourselves  to 
the  influenoe  of  general  opinions,  examine  lata, 
and  consider,  the  substitutes  which  have,  fron 
time  to  time,  been  proposed. 

The  plans  propoeed  at  differoit  times  hxn 
been  the  following : 

1st.  To  continue  the  present  system  and 
appoint  circuit  judgee  for  the  «x  new  States 
with  a  provision  for  their  ultimate  advance- 
ment to  the  Supreme  Court,  as  vacanciea  oooor 
on  the  bench. 

Sd.  To  revive  the  old  system  of  1801,  ^i- 
point  circuit  judges,  and  confine  the  jadgM<^ 
the  Supi-eme  Court  to  the  discharge  of  term 
duties. 

Sd.  To  direct  the  circuits  to  be  held  by  the 
district  Judges,  allottjug  three  to  a  drcoit. 

4:tb.  To  meresse  the  number  of  the  jod^ 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  of  the  circut^  ac- 
cording to  the  proviuons  of  the  biU  upon  tha 
Uble. 

Each  of  the  three  first-mentioned  schemes 
has  advantages,  but,  npon  careful  consida«- 
tiott,  they  have  all  been  found  liable  to  insor- 
monntable  objections.  I  will  briefiy  consider 
the  plan  of  having  circuit  jndges  for  the  riz 
Western  States  oiUy.  A  bill  to  that  effect  waa, 
a  sesnon  or  two  since,  reported  by  the  J^odi- 
ciaiy  C<Hmnittee  of  the  other  House,  and  his 
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been  proposed  bj  way  (f  amendnieDt  in  this. 
So  far  from  being  receiyed  aa  a  measure  of 
&vor  to  the  8tatea  interested,  it  prodnoed 
nothing  bat  excitemeat  of  the  most  impleas- 
ant  character.  The  earnest  dissatisfoction 
manifested  bj  the  Western  members  was  oer- 
tainlj  not  withont  oaose.  They  reasoned  llias 
— We  have  done  withont  the  oirooit  ejetem 
until  ibis  time,  and  we  bave  not  compluned, 
becanse  it  has  not  been  the  course  of  the  Got- 
emment  to  extend  that  system  at  once,  bat 
gradoaUy,  and  aooording  to  oirctunetancea. 
As  long  as  a  compliance  with  out  request  is 
fonnd  impracticable,  or  so  greatly  inoonreoient 
as  to  amoont  to  an  impraolioability,  we  will 
still  wait..  But  when  joa  make  provision, , 
oovering  the  whole  gronnd,  and  bj  that  provi- 
sion place  ns  permanently,  or  nearly  so,  apon  a 
footing  inferior,  in  point  of  ntilitj  and  respect- 
ability, to  onr  siBl«r  States,  who  are  but  onr 
eqnaU,  then  oar  State  pride  is  justly  alarmed, 
and  we  oannot^  in  jnatioe  to  the  States  we 
represent,  sabniit  to  what  they  will  regard  aa 
a  degradation.  80,  sir,  they  reasoned,  and  it 
was  soon  seen  that  the  measure  ought  not  to 
be  persisted  in.  It  has,  therefore^  been  aban- 
doned in  both  Houses. 

I  will  next  notice  the  CircuU  Sj/tUm  ef  1801. 
Some  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  a  bill  to  that 
effect  passed  the  Senate,  and  was  fortanately 
not  acted  upon  in  the  other  Eonse.  Independ- 
ent of  the  paramount  ol^ectiona  which  exist 
a^inst  this  and  every  other  plan,  which,  either 
directly  or  by  probable  oontequenoe,  separates 
the  Jnstjcea  of  the  Supreme  Ooart  from  the 
circnits,  there  are  others  derserving  considera- 
tion. A  less  number  of  clrcnife  than  ten  wonld 
not  be  tbooght  of.  There  are  now,  I  think, 
twenty-seven  district  judges.  They  hold  their 
office  daring  good  behavior,  and  many  of  them 
have  spent  the  best  portions  of  their  lives  in 
that  Bitaation,  and  become,  more  or  less,  de- 
pendent upon  their  places  for  their  sapport, 
and  that  of  their  families.  To  remove  them, 
therefore,  by  abolishing  their  oonrts,  if  a  oon- 
■olidatioa  of  the  District  and  Oircuit  Ooorta 
shonld  be  thonght  desirable,  could  not  feul  to 
be  regarded  as  a  harsh  maasore.  To  keep  them 
in  office,  receiviog  salaries  without  performing 
aervice,  is  so  hostile  to  the  character  and  genins 
r  Government  and  the  sentiments  of  the 


rple,  that  public  opinion  wonld  not  tolerate 
It  would,  therefore,  be  neoeasary  to  appoint 
ten  new  Jadges  at  least,  which,  added  to  the 


District  and  Supreme  Court  jndses,  woold 
make  forty-four  judges  of  the  United  States 
Gonrta,  independent  of  the  territerlal  judges. 
It  is  cert^ly  true,  that  the  busineaa  of  the 
courts  wonld  not  furnish  employment  fbr  this 
great  number  of  judges.  The  high  duties  im- 
posed upon  them,  imperiously  require  that  men 
of  talents  of  a  particular  order,  should  be 
aelected  for  the  new  appointments.  To  obtun 
them,  fair  salaries  will  be  indispensable ;  for 
men  of  soch  character  could  not,  and  woold 
not,  give  np  their  basinesa  withont  an  eqoivar- 


lent.  It  is,  therefore,  highly  probable,  that  the 
expense  of  this  s^tem,  the  circnmstanoe 
(always  looked  tipon  with  much  jealousy)  of 
creating  so  many  offices  of  so  stable  and  irre- 
sponsible a  tenure,  and  the  seal  of  condemnation 
once  placed  npon  this  measnre,  wonld  exoitA, 
indeed,  could  not  fail  to  excite,  great  dissatis- 
faction. At  the  same  time,  it  is  due  to  the 
subject  to  sUte,  that  if  there  were  no  other 
objectiona  to  the  aystem,  and  if  the  bnaina»  o! 
the  courts  wonld  famish  sufficient  employment 
the  expense  ought  not  to  be  regarded,  as  there 
is  nothing  more  true,  than  that  the  judicial  de- 

Eartment  of  the  Government  is,  by  br,  the 
^Bat  expemnve.  Upon  a  reference,  it  will  be 
found,  tnat  the  whole  expense  of  the  Judiciary, 
including  marshals,  Ac,  Ac.,  does  not  exceed 
the  som  of  abont  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum. 

The  remaining  scheme  is  that  of  directing 
the  Circuit  Courts  to  be  held  by  the  district 
Judges.  A  plan  to  this  effect  was  digested,  and 
a  bill  reported  to  the  Senate  two  sessions  ago. 
It  was  explained,  considered,  and  laid  over. 
As  far  as  inferences  could  be  drawn,  it  did  not 
meet  with  favor.  A  leading  objection  was,  the 
snpposed  incapacity  of  the  district  jndgee,  aris- 
ing from  the  circumstance  that  thej  had  origin- 
al^'  been  selected  for  the  pCTformance  of  dnties 
supposed  to  be  of  an  inferior  grade,  and  that 
they  were  allowed  salaries  of  so  limited  an 
amount,  that  the  selection  had,  of  necessity, 
been  more  oonflned  than  was  desirable.  I  con- 
fess that,  if  I  could  consent  to  any  system  which 
separated  the  Jasticee  of  the  Supreme  Court  from 
the  circuits,  I  would  prefer  the  one  now  re- 
ferred to.  Uncfa  may  be  said  to  obviate  the 
objection  raised,  but  as  the  committee  have 
abandoned  it,  as  no  such  proposition  has  been, 
or,  as  far  as  I  can  Judge,  is  likelr  to  be  made^ 
and  as  I  am,  for  the  reasons  I  snaU  hereafter 
give,  opposed  to  tbat,  or  any  other  system  like 
it,  in  the  great  point  I  have  alluded  to,  I  will 
not,  at  this  time,  detain  the  Senate  by  Airthra 
comment  npon  it 

But  there  are  olfjeations  of  a  more  general 
character  to  the  adoption  of  either  of  the  plans 
T  have  spoken  of. 

By  the  present  Judiciary  act,  it  is  provided, 
"that  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  except 
where  the  oonatitntion,  treaties,  or  statntee  of 
the  United  States,  shall  otherwise  require  or 
provide,  shall  be  regarded  at  rtiEet  o/dteuvm  in 
trials  at  common  law,  in  courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  oases  where  the;^  ^'P^T'-" 

In  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  controverted 
oases  between  individuals,  of  which  the  Fede- 
ral Conrta  derive  jurisdiction  from  the  charao- 
ter  of  the  parties,  the  tities  under  which  they 
claun,  or  from  other  sources,  the  locsl  or  State 
law  &rms  the  rule  of  decision.  An  intimate 
knowledge  of  that  is,  tberefbre,  an  indispensable 
qualification  for  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
The  difficulty  of  acquiring  and  retaining  it  i> 
infinitely  greater  thm  would,  on  first  impres- 
uon,  be  supposed.    Of  the  twenty-fonr  StateSi 


ABBXDOHEKT  OF  THB 


Saam.] 


[AruLtlBM. 


there  are  not  two,  whose  lava,  affecting  the 
rights  of  penona  and  property,  are,  in  all  re- 
q)eata,  the  aame.  Between  manj  the  differ- 
enoei  are  aa  great  aa  ia  omal  between  States 
on  different  contiaenta.  Each  has  an  estab- 
liahed  BTstem,  whoUy  unconnected  with  Its 
^at«r  States.  This  ajstem  is  oompceed  of  por- 
ti<nia  of  the  Engli^  common  law,  adopted 
with  Tarione  mooificationa  and  altAratJcoiH,  of 
more  or  leas  of  the  prinoiple  of  the  English 
Eqnitr  system,  of  the  statntes  of  the  Statea, 
and  the  oonstractioDs  which  have,  from  time 


ties  in  the  face  of  the  pewle,  nnaided  by  their 
brethren  of  the  bendh.  There  is  a  power  in 
lablio  opinion  in  thia  ooontry — and  I  thank 
^od  for  It :  for  it  is  the  moat  honest  and  beet 
of  aH  powers — which  will  not  tolerate  an  in- 
oompetMit  or  nnworthy  man  to  hold  in  hia 
weak  or  wicked  hands  the  Uvea  and  fitrtanea 
of  hia  fdlow-oiticeaa.  Thia  poww  optxtSm 
alike  npon  the  OovemmHit  and  the  inonmbent. 
The  (brmer  dare  not  diaregard  it,  and  the  Utt«r 
can  have  no  adequate  wiah  that  the^  aboold, 


tt  booha,  bat  we  well  know  how  little 

apt  men  are,  when  thej  can  avoid  it,  to  stndy 
Boiijecte  of  this  'description,  and  men  of  experi- 
ence in  these  things  know  tne  extreme  diffioiilty, 
not  to  say  impracticability,  of  making  one's 
•elf  at  bU  familiar  with  them  in  any  other  way 
than  by  actnal  practice  in  the  ooorta,  either  in 
oxamining  them  for  argnment,  or  in  deoiding 
them  fr^m  day  to  day. 

The  importauM  of  a  fall  knowledge  of  the 
local  law  is  greater  in  the  Weetem  States,  than 
in  the  reat  of  the  Union,  This  arises  from 
the  fact  of  so  great  a  portion  of  the  territory 
of  those  Statu  having  recently  belonged  to 
foreign  Governments,  and  ho  many  of  the  titles 
to  tjuids,  of  conseqnence,  dependent  apon  the 
laws,  colonial  as  weii  as  those  of  the  mother 
conntry,  before  their  cession  to  the  'Gnited 
States.  It  arises,  also,  from  other  pecnllBrities 
in  the  titles  to  land  in  sach  of  the  Western 
States  as  are  not  thus  situated.  The  addition 
of  three  Justices,  therefore,  from  that  portion 
of  the  conntry,  wonld  bring  to  the  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Oanrt  a  slock  of  valoable  knowl- 
edge, c^  which  it  wonld  be  deprived,  if  either 
of  the  plana  spoken  of  were  adopted.  Again : 
by  compelling  the  Judxes  of  the  Sapreme  Coart 
to  hold  the  cironits,  the  knowledge  they  have 
acquired  of  the  locu  laws  will  be  retiuned  and 
improved,  and  they  will  thus  be  enabled,  not 
on^  the  better  to  arrive  at  correct  reeolts 
thynselvea,  hat  to  aid  their  brethren  of  the 
conrt  who  belong  to  diffiereut  clrontte,  and  too, 
of  conrse,  deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  aoqnire 
snoh  information,  except  in  tliat  manner.  Iliere 
is  another  consideration  belonging  to  thia 
branch  of  the  subject,  entitled  to  great  weight. 
It  is  impossible,  with  the  best  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Eiecntive  branch  of  the  Govem- 
-ment,  to  avoid  bad  appointments.  Influence 
and  favoritiBm  aometiines  prevail,  and  to  a 
vant  of  correct  infonnation  the  Gov^nment 
U  always  exposed.  Inoompetent  men,  there- 
fore, will  sometimes  be  appointed.  If  confined 
to  the  discharge  of  term  duties  only,  the  conn- 
trv  may  be  saddled  with  them  during  their 
wnole  lives.  They  might  assent  or  dissent  at 
terms,  and  the  kindneea  of  their  brethren,  and 
their  respect  for  the  character  of  the  conrt, 
wonld  induce  them  to  do  the  rest.  But  the 
oaae  is  greatly  otherwise,  if  they  are  obUged  to 
pieode  at  circuits,  to  discharge  their  high  du- 


when  ha  onoe  knows  the  estimation  in  wbidt 
ha  ia  held.  Thia  pnblio  ordeal,  therefore,  ia  trf 
neat  ralne;  in  my  opinim,  mnoh  more  so 
(ban  what  has,  with  soma  pn^ety,  been 
called  the  teare^r^ta  of  the  conatitiiti(»i — the 
power  of  impeachment. 

But  there  is  atill  another  view  of  the  snlgec^ 
hewing,  with  irreaiatible  force,  agwnst  the  sep- 
aration of  tbe  Jmtiees  ot  the  Suprmne  Oonrt, 
under  any  drcomstanoeB,  from  the  Gircoit 
Oourta,  and  against  the  adoption  of  any  aya- 
tem,  whidi,  thoogh  it  does  not  directly,  m^, 
ultimately,  lead  t«  that  result 

By  the  act  of  1T93,  the  justJoea  were  left  at 
liberty  to  distribute  themselves  among  the  dif- 
ferent circoitB  annually.  By  lie  act  of  1803, 
they  were  attached,  by  law,  with  a  inn^e  ex- 
ception, (Judge  Washington,)  to  the  circuit  in 
which  they  reuded ;  and  Ibe  act  of  1607,  add- 
'   {  one  jnstice  to  the  number,  made  it  his  duty 

reside  in  the  seventh  oirouit.  Time  aitd  ex- 
perience, the  beet  of  all  testa,  have  shown  that 
this  provision,  also,  of  the  mach-abnsed  act  of 
1802,  was  a  wise  and  salntar;  one.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee,  pr«- 
aerres  that  iestore  of  the  acts  of  1B09  and 
by  reqnirin^  that  the  three  new  jndf^ 
shall  reride  m  their  respective    '       '■        "    '■ 


To  its 


Hidierto,  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Conrt 
have  resided  in  the  Btatea,  and  with  a  single 
individual  exoeptioD,  within  their  respective 
oircuita.  Before  the  act  of  1802,  because  the 
principal  part  of  tbeir  bnsineas  was  there  ; 
since  1803,  becaose  the  law  made  it  their  duty. 
If  other  provision  is  made  for  holding  the  cii^ 
cuits,  the  whole  buuness  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Oonrt  wonld  be  done  here,  and,  soon- 
er or  later,  they  wonld,  in  the  nataral  course  ot 
thinga,  aH  move  to,  and  permanently  reeide  a^ 
the  seat  of  Qovemment. 

From  that  resolt,  inferences,  of  a  contrary 
charaoter,  but  uniting  in  deprecating  its  poli^, 
are  drawn.  Some  Uiink  they  see  in  it  dangw 
to  tbe  court,  others  apprehend  danger  hxaa  the 
court.    In  my  Judgment  1>oth  are  right. 

It  has  be«i  Jnstly  observed  elsewhere,  that 
"  there  exists  not  upon  earth,  and  there  nevu' 
did  exist,  a  judicial  tribunal  dothed  with  pow- 
ers so  various  and  so  important "  as  tbe  Su- 
preme Conrt. 

By  it,  treaties  and  laws,  made  pvTtnant  to 
the  oonstitntion,  are  declared  to  be  the  snpreme 
law  of  the  land.    So  far,  at  leari^  as  the  acta  of 
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Oongreas  depend  npon  the  oonrts  for  their  eie- 
ontioo,  the  Supreme  Oourt  is  the  Jndge,  'wheth- 
er, or  no,  such  acts  are  purtvartt  to  the  Mttti- 
tuftoit,  and  from  iU  jodgment  there  is  no  &p- 
peaL  Its  veto,  therefore,  maj'  abeolatelj'  bob- 
pend  nine-tenuta  of  the  twjta  of  tide  Ifstional 
LegiHlatnre.  Altikong^  lids  branch  of  its  Jnris- 
diction  is  not  tiiat  irhioh  bu  been  moet 
exereiaed,  still  inttttnoefl  are  not  wanting  in 
whioh  it  has  disregarded  acta  of  Oongress,  in 
paaring  opon  the  rights  of  others,  and  in  reths- 
aig  to  perfbnn  dnties-  required  of  it  br  the 
L^lelatnre,  on  the  gronnd  that  the  Legislature 
baa  no  right  to  tmpoae  them. 

Not  omj  are  the  acta  of  the  National  Le^ 
latare  enltfect  to  its  revien,  hat  it  st«ndB  as 
the  umpire  between  the  oonaioting  powers  of 
the  Oeneral  and  Btate  Qovemments.  That 
vide  field  of  debatable  groond  between  those 
livs]  powers  is  daimed  to  be  sabieot  to  the  ex- 
olnsive  and  sbeolote  dominion  of  the  Sapreme 
Oonrt.  The  discharge  of  tliis  soleom  dnt;  has 
not  bteu  anfte^inen^  and,  oertatol^,  not  nvin- 
teretting.  In  virtne  of  Qtis  power,  we  have 
seen  it  holding  for  naught  tlie  statutes  of  pow- 
erfiil  States,  which  hsd  reoeived  the  deliberate 
sanction,  not  only  of  tfanr  Lej^datnrea,  bnt  of 
Uwir  highest  Jadicatorise,  composed  a  men 
^oersbte  In  jesrs,  of  ansnllied  pori^,  and  nn- 
rivalled  talents— statntes,  on  the  fiiith  of  which 
{mmease  estates  had  been  inveeted,  and  Uie 
ioheritanoe  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan  were 
mi^»ended.  Ton  have  seen  snoh  statnt^s  abro- 
gated bj  the  decision  of  tiiia  court,  and  those 
who  had  confided  in  the  wisdom  and  power  of 
Oiie  State  aathoritiea,  plnngod  in  irr«nediable 
rcdn.  Decinons — final  in  their  effect,  and  niin- 
ons  in  their  oonsaqnenoea.     I  speak  of  the 

Eiwer  (rf  the  court,  not  of  the  correctness  or 
correctness  of  its  deoisionB.    With  that  wfi 
bftve  here  nothing  to  do. 

Bnt  this  Is  not  slL  It  not  onljr  sits  in  final 
jndg^Qient  upon  our  aoU,  as  the  b^beet  legula- 
tive  bod;  Imown  to  the  conntry — it  not  only 
dums  to  be  the  abaohrte  arbiter  between  the 
Federal  and  State  OoTemments— bnt  it  ezer- 
oses  tbe  same  great  poww  between  the  respeo- 
tive  8taU*  forming  tbis  great  Oonfederaoy,  and 
tieir  awn  eitiMn*.  By  the  Oonstitotion  of  the 
United  States,  the  8tat«s  are  prohibited  from 
pasBing  "any  law  impairing  the  t/bUgalAon  of 
Mnlraet."  This  brief  provision  haa  g^ven  to 
{he  JarisdiolJoQ  of  die  Snprone  Oourt  a  tr«- 
inendous  sweep.  Before  I  proceed  to  delineate 
its  tendency  and  cliaracter,  I  will  take  leave  to 
remark  npon  some  e3lnu>rdinary  oiroomstanoes 
in  relation  to  it  We  all  know  the  severe  som- 
tlny  to  wluoh  the  oonstitotion  was  exposed. 
Some  from  Uieir  own  knowledge — others  from 
different  sonrces.  We  know  with  what  Jeal- 
onsy — with  what  watcbMness — with  what 
Bcrapulons  oare  its  minntest  provisions  were 
examined,  discussed,  resisted,  and  supported, 
by  those  who  opposed,  and  those  who  advooa- 
ted  its  ratification.  Bnt,  of  this  highly  oonae- 
^nmtial  ^vviaion — this  provirion  which  oar- 
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riee  so  great  a  portion  of  all  that  is  valuable  ki 
State  l^ialation  to  the  feet  of  tbe  Federal  Ju- 
diciary, no  complsintB  were  heard — no  expt»- 
nations  asked — no  remonstranoes  made.  If 
there  were,  they  have  escaped  my  researches. 
It  is  most  mysterioQs,  if  the  conatitntdoo  inu 
then  understood,  as  it  now  is,  that  this  was  so. 
An  explanation  of  it  has  been  given — how  oor- 
lect  I  Know  not ' 

The  diffloolties  which  existed  between  us  and 
Great  Britun  relative  to  tiie  execution  of  tiub 
tnttj  of  pesoe,  are  known  to  all.  Upon  the 
avowed  ground  of  retaliation  for  tiie  refoaal  of 
^England  to  comply  with  the  stipnlation  on  her 
part,  laws  were  passed,  between  Uie  years  17S8' 
and  1786,  by  tJie  States  of  Vinyls,  Sooth 
Carolina,  Bhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  snd  Geor- 
gia, delaying  execntion,  liberating  Uie  boAf 
from  imprisonment  on  the  delivery  of  proper- 
ty, and  admitting  executions  to  be  disohai^ed 
in  paper  money.  Althongh  Utose  laws  were 
genOTsl  in  thdr  terms,  qipucahle  as  well  to  na- 
Qves  as  to  fbretgners,  their  chief  operation  was 
upon  the  Britisn  creditors,  and  snoh  was  the 
leading  design  of  their  enactment.  England 
remonstrated  agsiuBt  than  as  infractions  of  the 
stipulation  in  tbe  treaty,  that  creditors,  m 
titber  side,  should  meet  with  no  impediments 
to  tbe  reooveiT  of  tiie  full  value,  in  sterling 
money,  of  all  debts  previooHly  contracted,  and 
attempted  to  justify  tbe  glaring  violations  irf 
the  treaty,  on  her  part,  on  that  ground.  An 
animated  discussion  took  place  between  the 
Federal  Government  and  Great  BritMn,  and 
between  the  former  and  the  States  in  question, 
npon  tbe  snbiect  of  the  laws  referred  to,  their 
character  end  effect  It  was  daring  this  tJme 
that  the  constitution  was  formed  and  ratified. 
It  is  sopposed  that  the  diffionltiea,  thus  thrown 
in   the    way    of  ai^ostment   with    England, 


lief  that  its  chief  ^iplication  would  b.  _. 

the  evil  then  felt,  that  so  little  notioe  was  taken 
of  the  sal^eot  * 

If  it  be  true,  tiut  snoh  was  its  oljject,  and 
such  its  supposed  effect,  it  adds  another  and  a 
solemn  proof  to  that  which  all  experience  has 
testified,  of  the  danger  of  adopting  general 
provisions  for  the  redress  of  partionlar  and 
partial  evils.  But,  whatever  the  motive  that 
ted  to  its  insertion,  or  the  canse  that  induced 
so  Uttle  observation  on  its  tendency,  the  fact  d 
its  extensive  operation  is  known  and  acknowl- 
edged. The  prohibition  is  not  confined  to  ex- 
press contracts,  bnt  inolndes  such  as  are  im- 
plied by  law,  from  the  nature  of  the  tranaaC' 
GcoL  Any  one.  oonversont  with  the  usual 
range  of  State  legislation,  will,  at  once^  see 
how  small  a  portion  of  it  is  exempt  under  this 

5 revision,  ftam  the  supervision  of.  the  seven 
□dgea  of  tbe  Snpreme  Oourt  The  practice 
under  it  has  been  in  aeoordanoe  irltQ  what 
should  have  been  anticipated. 
There  ore  &w  States  in  the  llnioo,  i 
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Those  koti  the  seal  of  oondemiiati<Ki  hu  not, 
from  time  to  time,  been  placed  bj  the  Supreme 
Oonrt.  The  BOrereini  aothorities  of  YenDont, 
Kew  Hampebire,  New  York,  New  Jenej, 
Femuylvauia,  Uiu^luid,  Yirginis,  North  Cftro- 
Hoa,  Missonn,  Eentacrr,  and  Ohio,  have,  in 
toni,  been  reboJced  end  silenoed,  bj  the  over- 
ndiog  authority  of  this  oourt.  I  moat  not  be 
nnderatood,  air,  aa  oomplaining  of  the  exercise 
of  this  jariadiotion  bj  the  Sapreme  Oonrt,  or 
to  pass  upon  the  oorreotDeMe  of  their  decisiotu. 
^e  antbority  has  been  given  to  them,  and  thia 
ia  not  the  phuw  to  qaecUon  its  exerdse.  Bnt 
this  I  will  aay,  that,  if  the  queation  of  confer- 
ring it  was  now  presented  for  the  first  time,  I 
ahonld  nnheaitSitingtf  say,  that  the  people  of 
the  States  ml^t,  with  safe^,  be  left  to  their 
own  legialatores,  and  the  protection  of  their 

Add  to  the  immense  powers  of  which  I  have 
ipoken,  those  of  expomidinff  treaties,  so  far,  at 
least,  as  thej  bear  upon  iudivldiislH,  ciUzenH,  or 
aliens,  of  deciding  controversiee  between  the 
States  of  the  Confederac]'  thenuelTea,  and  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  the  different  States,  and 
tiie  Jnstioe  of  the  remark  will  not  be  qnes- 
tkined,  that  there  ia  no  known  jndiolal  power 
BO  traiiscendently  ommpctent,  aa  that  of  ' 
Snpreme  Oonrt  of  the  United  States  1 

Let  ns  now,  for  a  few  momenta,  conaider  the 
influence  which  this  ongbt  to  have  upon  our 
lertialation.  It  wonld  not  be  in  accordance 
widi  the  common  course  of  nature,  to  expect 
that  snch  mighty  powers  can  long  continue  to 
be  eiercfaed,  without  accamnlating  a  weight  of 
prejudice  that  may,  one  day,  become  dangei 
to  an  institntion  which  all  admit  to  be  of  i) 
tamable  valne.  It  ia  trae,  as  has  elaawhere 
been  s^d,  with  apparent  triumph,  that  the 
States,  whose  legislative  acts  have  encceeaively 
bllen  nnder  the  Interdiction  of  the  conrt,  have 
excited  little  or  no  sympathy  on  the  part  of 
their  sister  States,  and,  after  stmg^ing  with 
the  giant  etrengUi  of  the  oonrt,  have  submitted 
to  their  fate.  Bat,  sir,  it  is  ft<ared  that  this 
will  not  always  be  the  case.  Those  who  are 
most  ardent  in  their  devotion  to  this  branch  of 
the  Oovenunent,  knowing  the  feelingsprodoced 
by  these  decisions  in  the  States  aSWed  by 
them — sensible  that  those  feelings  ard  rather 
■mothered  than  abandoned,  upon  conviction  of 
th^  injnatice,  fear  that,  by  adding  another 
and  another  State  to  the  ranks  of  tiiose  who 
ttilnk  th^  have  reason  to  comply,  an  aoen- 
molation  of  pntjudice  may  be  prodnoed,  that 
irill  threaten,  if  not  endanger,  the  safely  of  the 
institntion. 

Bering,  and  fMin^  and  fearing  thia,  they, 
vith  wise  and  patriotic  fbresight,  wish  to  adopt 
every  measure  which  will  retain  and  Increase, 
as  fiv  as  practicable,  the  general  confidence  in 
Qie  oonrt,  and  to  avoid  snob  as  may,  by  pos^- 
bility,  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  it.  No  re- 
flecting man  can  doubt,  that  the  residence  of 
the  Jodgea  of  the  Snpreme  Conrt  in  the  States, 
bring  antfject  in  their  persons,  &mily,  and  ee- 


tatee,  to  the  lawa  of  the  State — portions  of 
their  familiee,  aa  is  frequently  the  case,  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Governments,  and  themselTea 
only  temporarily  absent — going  in  and  ont  be- 
fore the  pec^le  of  the  Sbdes^  and  commanding 
their  ocmfidenoe  l^  the  pnnty  of  their  Uvea^ 
and  the  modest;  of  thrir  deme>ni»<~enibretDg 
and  expounding  their  own  deddmis  in  the  fine 
of  the  different  etassea  of  the  oommnnity  at  tba 
cirenits,  and  in  free  and  familiar  interoonne 
with  those  who  have  such  great  inflnenoe  in 
giving  a  proper  direction  to  pnblio  opinion  tm 
legal  anyecta — most  have  an  infinitely  greater 
tendency  to  enable  Q>e  Judges  to  snatain  them- 
selves in  the  honest  discha^  of  their  high  do- 
ties,  than  if  they  were  cut  off  ftom  aU  con- 
nection with  the  Btatas.  Greater  then  if  th^ 
were  aettied  in  this  metropolis,  and  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  of  the  States  nnheard  ai^ 
nnseen,  bnt  felt  in  their  power,  through  the 
remot^  bcvders  of  the  Union — and  how  Mt, 
sirt  Not  as  ia  the  caae  with  the  other  branch- 
es of  the  Government — in  extending  favors,  in 
mnnifloent  grants,  and  all  the  varions  measniea 
of  relief— no,  sir,  always  on  one  ride,  and  not 
nnfreqnentiy  on  all  sides,  their  measures  are 
regarded  as  harsh  and  vindictive.  Thrir  buo- 
ness  is  to  punish  the  guilty,  to  restrain  the 
vicioos,  to  curb  power,  and  to  ocHreot  its  la- 
oeeaes.  Snob  acts  are  necessary  to  the  well- 
being,  to  the  very  existence  of  aodety,  bnt  are 
not  those  which  have  the  strongest  tendency 
to  conciliate  popular  &vor.  It  is  to  efl«ct  this 
ol^ect,  in  part,  that  the  fHends  of  the  bill,  ae  I 
cannot  bnt  think  wisely  so,  tealouriy  rerist 
every  measore  which  vrill  or  may  separate  tiie 
Jnsticee  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  from  the  cir- 
cuits, and  bring  them  to  this  city.  But  this  ia 
not  the  only,  or  the  most  interesting  view, 
which  may  be  taken  of  the  sobject.  The  po- 
litical character  of  the  conrt,  so  far  aa  it  be- 
comes its  dnty  to  pass  on  the  lawa  of  the  re- 
spective States,  affecting  personal  rights,  has 
already  I>een  referred  to.  A  few  enrsory  ob- 
servations npon  the  character  and  tendency  of 
its  Jurisdiction,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  powera 
of  the  General  and  State  Qovenmeots,  oc«aid- 
ered  as  independent,  and,  in  many  respects^ 
rival  States,  will  conolnde  my  remarks  on  tMa 
branch  of  uie  snlgect 

The  nnfortnnate  extent  of  the  gronnds  of 
colliricn  between  the  reepeotive  Govenunent& 
has  already  been  referred  to.  It  was  bey<W 
the  wit  of  man,  in  the  constitution  of  a  Gov- 
ernment litie  onrs,  to  have  wholly  avoided  it, 
and  it  can  only  be  lessened  by  mntoa)  forbear- 
ance and  explanatory  amendments.  He  must 
be  bnt  a  superficial  observer  of  events,  who  ia 
not  sensible  that  it  is  a  subject  which  is  every 
day  attracting  more  of  pnbuc  attention  and  so- 
licitude. There  are  those,  sir,  and  they  are 
nritber  small  in  number,  nor  light  in  character, 
who  think  that  the  nniform  tendency  of  the 

elitical  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  has 
en  to  strengthen  the  arm  of  the  General 
GoYemment,  and   to    weaken   these   of  iLo 
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States.  Bnoh  men  think  that  danger  to  the 
State  GoTemments  is  to  be  apprehended  from 
permanenUy  fixing  the  Jndgei  of  the  Bnpreme 
Oonrt  at  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Oovemment 
Thej  fear  (to  use  ao  ezpresBion,  though  not  lit- 
erally applicable  here,  still  so  well  oonyejs  the 
idea)  that  it  noidd  be  "  eatabliBhine  a  power 
behind  the  throno  afcronger  than  tne  throne 
itself."  Thus  thinkir^,  thej  oonunenoed,  as  far 
back  as  the  now  vindicated,  bot  formerly  mnch- 
abnaed,  act  of  1802,  to  oonfine  the  Jasttcea  of 
the  Supreme  Conrt  to  their  respective  circnita, 
and  that  eonrse  haa  been  persevered  in  to  the 
present  day.  They  think  the  ineHtable  tend- 
ency of  a  change  would  be  for  the  worse — 
that,  if  the  Judges  oome  here  imder  the  eye  of 
the  OoTemment,  prominent  parties  as  they 
always  moat  be  to  all  collisions  between  the 
respectiTe  Goveminente,  they  ooold  not  fail  to 
embark  more  strongly  in  the  fbelings  of  men  in 
power  here,  than  they  now  do. 

Sir,  this  has  become  a  anbject  on  which  it  is 
diffieolt  fbr  one  to  speak  wiuiont  nnpleaaantlj 
encountering  the  strong  opinions  entertained 
on  different  sides  of  the  question.  On  the  one 
hand,  expressions  of  distrust  and  dissatisfaction 
are  heard,  of  a  character  so  strongly  marked, 
as  to  defeat  their  object  and  reooil  apon  their 
snthora.  On  the  other,  a  sentiment,  I  had 
almost  said,  of  idolatry  for  the  Supreme  Court, 
has  grown  np,  whioh  claims  for  its  members  an 
almost  entire  exemption  from  the  fsllibilities  of 
our  nature,  and  arraigns  with  nnsparing  bitter- 
ness the  motives  of  sll  who  have  the  temerity 
to  look  with  inqniaitive  eyes  into  this  conse- 
crated sanctuary  of  the  law.  So  powerful  has 
this  sentiment  become — enoh  strong  hold  has  it 
taken  npon  the  sress  of  this  country,  that  it 
Teqnires  not  a  little  share  of  firmness  in  a  pub- 
lic niao,  however  imperious  may  be  his  duty, 
to  express  sentiments  that  conflict  with  it  It 
is  nevertheless  correct,  sir,  that  in  this,  as  in 
almost  every  other  case,  the  truth  Is  to  be 
found  in  a  Jost  medium  of  the  sufejeot.  To  so 
much  of  the  high-wrongbt  eolo^es  (which  the 
&8faion  of  the  times  has  recendy  produced  in 
such  great  abnndance)  as  allows  to  the  distin- 
gaished  men  who  now  hold  in  their  hands  that 
portion  of  the  administration  of  poblio  af- 
^rs,  talents  of  the  highest  order  and  spotiess 
Integrity,  I  cheerfully  add  the  very  hnmble  tes- 
timony of  my  unqualified  assent.  That  this 
imoommon  man  who  now  presides  over  the 
court,  and  who  I  hope  may  long  ooutinue  to  do 
so,  is,  in  all  human  probability,  the  ablest  judge 
now  sitting  upon  any  judicial  bench  in  the 
vorld,  I  sincerely  b^eve.  But  to  the  senti- 
ment, which  claims  for  the  Jud^  so  great  a 
share  of  exemption  from  the  feelings  that  gov- 
ern the  oouduct  of  other  men,  and  for  the  court 
the  character  of  being  the  safest  depository  of 
political  poieer,  I  do  not  snbscril>e.  I  have 
been  brought  up  In  an  opposite  fiuth,  and  all 
my  experience  has  confirmed  me  in  its  oorreot- 
ness.  In  my  legislation  npon  this  subject,  I 
vill  act  in  conformi^  to  those  opinions,    I  be- 


lieve the  Judges  of  the  Supreme'  Conrt  (great 
and  good  men  as  I  cheerfUly  concede  them  to 
be)  are  subject  to  the  same  infirmities,  influ- 
enced by  the  same  psssions,  and  operated  npon 
by  the  same  oanaes  that  good  and  great  men 
are  in  other  ratnations.  I  believe  they  have  as 
much  of  tiie  etpHt  du  eorpt  ss  other  men: 
those  who  act  otherwise,  form  an  erroneous 
estimate  of  human  nature ;  and  if  they  act 
npon  that  estimate,  will,  soon  or  late,  treoome 
eensible  of  their  delusion. 

I  conscientionaly  believe,  that,  to  bring  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  seat  of  th» 
General  Qovermnent,  and  making  them,  as  it 
were,  a  part  of  the  Administration — for  anch, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  wonld  soon  be  its  efiect — 
would  bode  no  good  t<j  the  State  Governments, 
"With  feelings  for  the  General  Government,  as 
I  humbly  hope,  pnrely  oatholio,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve, and  my  daily  experience  confirms  that 
conviction,  that  much,  very  much  of  the  pres- 
ent prosperity  of  the  country  and  its  inatitn- 
tlons,  depend  upon  the  successful  action  of  the 
State  Governments,  and  that  the  preservation 
of  their  rightAd  powers  is  the  tin*  qiia  non  of 
our  future  welfare.  I  will  not,  therefore,  give 
my  assent  to  any  measure  wbit^  may  still  for- 
ther  disqualify  the  States  to  sustain  tliemselvea 
in  those  collifflona  of  power  whioh  are  unavoid- 
able, and  in  which  the  situation  of  the  parties 
is  already  so  imequsl.  I  believe  a  different  dis- 
position of  the  Judges  of  the  Sapreme  Court 
from  that  provided  by  this  bill,  would  have 
such  effect,  and  I  am,  tiierefore,  most  deddedly 
opposed  to  it.  Sir,  It  would  be  strange  if  the 
tendencies  of  this  high  tribunal  were  not  sach 
as  I  have  supposed  j  unless,  indeed,  they  were 
more  or  lees  than'  men.  It  is  not  only  inade  by 
this  Government,  and  sustained  by  this  Gov- 
ernment— its  members  not  only  owe  to  it  all 
they  have  and  are  to  be,  but  they  are  the  only 
portion  of  it  that  is  permanent,  that  ia  beyond 
the  reach  of  any  power  known  to  the  constitn- 
tdon.  The  billows  of  faction  may  run  moun- 
tain high,  and  yet  reach  not  them.  The  indi^ 
nant  voice  of  an  abused  people  may,  at  stated 
[leriods,  sweep  by  the  board  every  other  por^ 
tion  of  the  men  in  power — may  take  from 
them  the  littie  brief  anthority  under  whioh 
they  have  strutt«d  their, busy  hour  upon  the 
stage,  and  cause  them  to  be  seen  no  more — bnt 
the  Supreme  Court  alone,  "  can  never  I>e  pal- 
sied by  the  will  of  ita  constituents."  And,  far, 
all  things  considered,  it  is  best  that  it  is  so. 

I  know  weU,  that  the  opinion  that  the  tenure 
of  the  office  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Conrt  is  the  rotten  part  of  the  ooostitntion,  is 
entertained  by  men  whc  have  established  for 
themselves  imperishable  claima  to  the  charac- 
ters of  saviors  of  their  country,  and  benefbc> 
tors  of  the  human  race.  Of  men,  whose  opin- 
ions on  other  subjects  must  save  this  Govern- 
ment, if  it  be  saved  at  all.  I  am  not  of  that 
sentiment — my  pnranits  in  life,  and  early  and 
constant  oonnection  with  the  courts,  may  have 
^ven  an  ondue  bias  to  my  opinions  :  but  from 
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whatever  oamse  it  mA^  proceed,  bqcIi  are  mj 
riaws.  Wliether  it  nugat  not  Mve  been  irUe, 
to  far  to  have  imitated  the  example  of  the 
oonntrj  from  which  we  have  derivM  ao  much 
of  our  Jarisprndence,  as  provides  for  the  re- 
moval  of  tbe  Judges  on  the  appUcadon  of  a 
certain  and  great  portion  of  the  Legislature,  is 
another  qn^on ;  but  I  have  no  hedtation  in 
sajing,  that  rather  tluui  adopt  the  •entimeota  I 
have  referred  to,  and  which  have  sometimes 
been  broached  upon  this  floor,  I  greatly  prefer 
that  things  should  be  as  tbej  are.  But  whilst 
I  do  BO,  1  cannot  forget  what  the  experience  of 
all  ages  has  demonstrated,  the  tendencj  of 
power  to  its  abnse,  and  the  consequent  dut;  of 
thorn  enta'nBted  with  its  investmeDt,  to  keep  its 
irassesBors  aafaras  practicable  from  temptatLon. 

I  have  done  with  thi*  branch  of  the  sabject 
Uj  argument  leads  to  the  condndoi^  if  it  be 
correct,  Uiat  no  bill  which  separate!  the  jadges 
from  the  oircnit  dnties  can  be  correct ;  tLe  bill 
under  considerstioii  avoids  that  supposed  evil, 
and  the  question  is— does  it  effect  what  la  de- 
■iredf  and  is  it,  or  is  it  not,  obnoxious  to  ob- 
jection of  an  insimnoontable  charactei) 

B;  lessening  the  daties  of  the  Judge  in  the 
•eveuth  oircnit,  he  wilt  be  enabled  to  do  what 
he  cannot  now  do,  attend  at  Washington  one 
month  sooner,  and  nnite  with  his  brethren  in 
holding  the  Supreme  Court  one  month  longer. 
The  dntdea  of  Uie  other  judges,  old  and  new, 
will  be  such  as  to  enable  Ihem  to  do  the  same. 
Tlie  coneeqnenoe  cannot:  therefore,  I  think, 
fall  to  be,  that,  if  this  bill,  and  the  other  bill 
on  your  table,  pass,  all  delay  in  the  Supreme 
Court  will  soon  be  remoTed.  As  to  the  circuit 
iystein,  there  exists  not  to  my  knowledge  any 
compldnt  against  it  in  the  Atlantic  States.  I 
am  sure  there  is  no  good  ground  for  any.  If 
additional  circuits  should  be  necessary  in  the 
western  districta  of  "Sew  York  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  present  jnstices  of  those  circuits  can 
eaul;  hold  them.  All  that  the  Western  Btat«B 
want  is,  to  have  the  circuit  system  extended  to 
them  as  we  have  it.  No  one  doubts  that,  with 
the  addition  of  these  additional  Jndges,  a  snfii- 
Cient  number  of  curcnit  courts  can  be  held  in 
all  the  districta  in  the  Union  to  do  all  the 
business. 


ferent  system.  I  see  no  good  reason  for  such 
an  opinion.  I  do  not  understand  why  this  sys- 
tem may  not  well  be  looked  npon  as  calculated 
to  secnre  the  purposes  of  its  institution  in  all 
time.  At  all  eventa,  it  will  for  our  day ;  and 
for  what  Is  to  come  after,  "  snfBcIent  unto  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof,"  There  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, but  one  objection  to  the  system  or  the 
bin,  and  that  is  the  number  of  the  jndges,  I 
wish  they  could  be  less,  bnt  they  cannot.  If 
the  number  is  sn  ol^ection,  it  is  an  miavoidable 
one.  But  I  confess  Uiat  this  objection  does  not 
loom  half  so  large  to  my  eyes  as  it  once  did. 
Perhaps  it  is  becanse  I  have  made  myself  more 
fomiliar  wiUi  ite  observation  than  before.   Per- 


haps from  more  accurate  reflection.  For  aomtt 
purposes,  sncb  as  the  dedrion  of  constituticHtal 
qneHtitms,  and  the  acquisition  on  the  bench,  ot 
a  perfect  knowledge  iS  looat  law,  the  nnmber 
will  certunly  be  a  positive  advantage.  For 
others,  poodbly  an  obJectioQ:  bat  we  are  cod- 
Boled  with  the  refleotian,  that  we  bare  aalb 
precedent!,  entitled  to  great  wught,  that  dumld 
serve  to  allay  our  ^tpreheoaion. 
In  £&{^and,  whose  Jn^cial  system  and  juri^- 

emdence  is  supposed  by  many  to  be  the  beat 
1  the  world,  the  twelve  judges  have,  for  timo 
out  of  mind,  met  in  the  Sxobeqner  Charob^ 
for  the  detusioa  of  cases  and  questi(ais  of  law ; 
and  their  number  has  never,  to  my  fcnowIed«(^ 
been  oompMned  of  as  an  incimvenienee.  In 
Bcotland,  whose  Judicial  character  also  atanda 
high,  the  Oonrt  a£  Dernier  Beeort  is  composed 
of  fifteen  Judges.  Endand  allows  wpeals  and 
writs  of  error  to  the  House  of  Lords ;  and  to 
come  nearer  home,  my  own  State  has  for  its 
oonrt  of  final  resort,  tiie  Senate  of  the  States 
composed  of  thirty-two  members,  its  Freaidaat, 
the  Chancellor  and  Judges  lA  the  Bofrvan 
Oourt  It  might  not  do  bo  well  for  me  to 
speak  of  the  character  of  the  administratiaQ  of 
Justice  in  that  State  under  its  old  and  present 
system,  which,  in  this  req)ect,  are  alike ;  oth- 
ers will  Jnd^  of  that — our  light  has  not  been 
hid ;  bnt  this  much  I  will  say,  that  our  citiiena 
are  now  well  satisfied  with  it,  and  that,  in  s 
convention  held  a  few  years  unce,  no  attempt 
was  even  made  to  change  that  feature  of  the 
system — the  Court  of  Errors  as  it  now  exists, 
and  has  from  the  foundation  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  have,  thertfore,  made  myself  easy 
upon  tlus  point.  I  believe  the  bill  will  not 
only  do  well,  but  will  do  ^  that  is  dedred 
frvm  it,  and  I  sincerely  hope  it  may.  pass. 

Ur.  Buoeiaa,  of  Oldo,  Mlowed,  m  <wpoa- 
tion  to  the  amendment,  and. in  favor  of  tb<e' 
bill,  as  it  came  from  the  other  House ;  and  it 
was  opposed  also  by  tti.  HiUBWoy. 

The  amea^ent  was  supported  by  Keasrs. 
BowAs,  KoBLc,  Eakk,  and  Bsmos,  each  at 
oon^derahle  lengtii,  and  Mr.  Buidolfh  abo 
advocated  the  amendment,  and  addressed  tho 
Senato  in  a  speech  of  more  than  two  hours* 
duration. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agre^ng  to 
the  unendmeut,  and  carried  by  the  following 
vote; 

Teu.— Mean.  Barton,  BcKton,  Beiriea,  Boa- 
Ugny,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cbaoe,  CUjton,  Oofab, 
Diokenoo,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Hodlay,  Hayne,  Een- 
dricki.  Holmes,  Kane,  King,  ]Uood,  Huks,  Koble, 
Rand^h,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Bndth,  l^tewell,  Tho- 
mas, Tan  Bureo,  White,  Willey,  Williama,  Wood- 
buiT— 82. 

Nits. — Hesars,  Harrison,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Buggies,  Sanford— 4. 

Kr.  Bowui  then  moved  frirtber  to  amend  tho 
bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  sections : 

"  4.  Aitd  ht  it  fwHur  maeUd,  That  the  &HJi>M» 
Court  Bball,  in  no  instanoa,  decide  that  the  Consti- 
lotion  of  any  State,  or  any  profiaiia  thereof  0(  th« 
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Uw  of  anj  Btate,  or  M17  law  ot  Con^ieu,  or  ui; 

r-t  or  pordoD  thereof^  or  of  elthei  oc  uiy  of  them, 
[nr>lid  or  Toid,  bj  rouou  of  utj  Bupposed  col- 
UiIoD  betweeo  Ihem,  or  uij  part  or  portiOD  of  them, 
or  uif  or  dtlier  of  them,  and  the  CoDsUtuUon  of 
the  United  States,  or  taj  article,  section,  or  clause 
thereof  nnless  at  least  mtcq  of  ^e  justices  of  said 
etyart  ibail  conear  in  that  dedsion — ia  which  case 
It  AmU  be  tha  duty  of  the  Justices  who  shBll  con- 
CDi  therein,  to  make  onl  mmi  his  opinion  in  vrillng, 
Mpanttely,  aad  delirer  It  W  Oe  Oltrk,  wboae  dal; 
It  ■ball  be  to  spread  theMma  tqm  thereoohlof 


order  only,  apoD  tlie  judgnunts  . 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates,  u  are  author- 
lied  and  permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein 
ancb  jndKiDcat  or  decree  sliall  be  pronouDced,  to 
be  issued  upon  the  judgments  or  decrees  of  the 
Ugbeit  Judicial  tribnnaU  of  that  Btate ;  and  the 
manhal,  or  other  ministerial  oOeer  of  «uch  court 
of  th«  United  States,  shall  be  Kovened  by,  and 
eoafcnu  to,  tho  tem  of  t)M  mU  »ate,  in  hia  eieea- 
tion  of  the  aaid  ptoeim,  m  wdl  In  rdation  to  Iba 
{vi»erty  or  penon  nljjMt  tbento,  ai  to  Ua  pfo- 
Aeeding  Iherewidi :  PriMti,  Thai  aotUnc  in  tUt 
section  (ban  be  cooatroed  to  extend  or  fi^j  to  any 
Judgment  or  decree  proDOuooed  bj  any  of  (he  aaid 
courts.  In  cases  affecting  the  public  revenue,  or  to 
the  proceaa  wMch  may  issue  thereon,  or  the  man- 
agement «nd  eiecntion  tliereof,  b;  the  ministerial 
MSoert  of  the  Slid  courta," 

The  unendineiit  was  ordand  to  be  printed ; 
4nd  then 

The  Beoate  o^onmed  to  Haaiij. 

MoSDAT,  April  10. 
Th«  Judicial  St/iUm. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
VSi  forther  to  amend  tha  Jadioiol  Syatem  of 
the  UnitAd  States :  the  amendment  propoaed 
b/  Hr.  BovAJT,  on  Friday  last,  pendiua. 

Mr.  Jiowis  rose  and  addreeeed  the  Senate  u 
fi^ows: 

Ur.  Freddent :  The  two  Motions  which  I 
.  had  the  hoDor  to  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  contain,  each,  a 
distinct  propoution.  Botii,  as  I  ooneeive,  of 
Tery  great  miportauce,  in  their  import,  to  the 
people  of  the  States  of  this  Union.  By  Hm 
first,  it  is  proposed  ttiat  seven  of  the  ten  Jus- 
tices of  tie  Supreme  Court,  shall  cononr  in  any 
Judgment  or  decree,  which  denies  the  validity, 
or  restrains  the  operation,  of  the  constitntion, 
or  any  law  of  any  of  the  States,  or  any  pro- 
Tlrion  or  enaction  in  either.  By  the  otiier,  it 
Is  proposed  that  the  mloiateri^  offioers  of  the 
Federal  Courts  shall  be  goTemed,  in  ler"*"" 
and  carrying  into  effect,  the  execntiont  i.  __ 
iwne  from  tboae  courts,  by  the  Ezecntion  Laws 
of  the  States  respectively,  ia  which  those 
courts  shall  respectively  be  holden. 

Everv  amendment,' Ur.  President,  imp]! 

defect  in  the  sal^eot  prop<»ed  to  tie  amended. 
Every  remedy  presupposes  the  ejistenee  of  an 
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evil.  It  therefore  behooves  him  who  proposM 
the  remedy,  not  only  to  point  oat  the  evil,  bnt 
to  show  the  fltneaa  tutd  competency  of  the  rmn- 
edy.  I  solicit  your  indulgent  attention,  and 
that  of  the  Senate,  wliile  I  attempt  to  point  oat 
some  of  the  evils  which  are  expeat«d  to  be 
aUeviated,  at  least,  if  not  remedied,  by  tlia 
amendments  which  I  have  proposed. 

And  first,  of  tlie  evils  on  wnich  it  ia  hoped 
the  first  section  will  have  a  rwaediel  efi»ct. 
They  are  those  which  result  from  the  exercise 
of  implied  powers  by  the  Judges  of  the  S» 
pr^ne  Conrt.  From  an  enlargement  of  the 
powers  of  the  Oeneral  Govemmwt,  by  infeiv 
~~ice  and  oonstraoticm,  throngh  their  instm- 

entality. 

To  distjnguiah  between  the  powera  which 
may  be  lej^amately  ezerdsed  by  that  tribunal, 
as  the  or^  of  the  General  Government,  and 
those  which  Qkey  have  derivedj  and  are  in  the 
habit  of  deriving^  by  im^lioaUon,  a  short  in- 
quiry into  the  n^inre,  origin,  and  axlent,  of  the 
powers  which  Justly  mIodk  to  the  Government 
of  the  Union,  may  not  b«  inappn^riate.  I 
promise  yon,  air,  not  to  be  tedious :  I  yUl  just 
premiscL  that  a  little  attention  to  the  import  ot 
some  of  the  terms,  which  are  neoeeaamy  «n- 
ployed  in  politioal  oiaoiiBtAon,  and  which  I  shall 
be  oonstralned  to  nae,  may  aave  from  aome  oon- 
fosion,  in  the  progress  of  this  Inqniry,  and  ena- 
ble ue  to  oomprehend  more  dearly  the  sut^eot 
embraoed  by  it 

I  feel  that  it  is  neoeeaary :  beoanae  the  tenni 
to  whioh  I  allode  have,  m  tiie  disonadons  <€ 
much  abler  persons  than  myself,  for  the  want 
of  thia  preomtion.  ran  into  eaoh  other,  and 
somewhat  obscmed  their  argtunenta.  Then  l> 
nothing  more  common  than  to  call  a  Oovem- 
ment  a  State,  and,  e  wmwvo,  a  Stat«  a  Govern- 
ment ;  and  Qie  General  Government  is  almost 
imivereally  oalled  tiie  National  Govermneat) 
the  Government  of  the  Nation,  ieo.  The  in- 
discriminate  nse  of  these  l«nnB  tends  to  con- 
fiise  the  ideas  which  they  import;  and  thdr 
import,  thus  Indiscriminately  applied  to  the 
Stal4i,  the  State  Qovemmenta,  ana  the  General 
Government,  tends  to  oonfbnnd  diatinotions  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of  tha 
States. 

State  is  a  word  of  techniool  import  in  the 
nomenelatnre  ot  poUlioa.  I  understand  it  to 
mean  civil  aodetv,  oa  incorporated  by  the  so- 
cial oompoet ;  ana  by  aocial  compact,  I  do  not 
mean,  as  many  do.  the  oonstitollan  of  a  State 
— no  two  woraa  differ  more  in  their  import. 
The  aodal  compact,  I  nuderstand  to  be  that 
contract  by  which  men  paas  from  a  atate  of  na- 
tore,  to  a  atote  of  civU  society ;  that  oontraet 
in  which  each  agrees  with  all,  and  all  with  each 
— that  each  will  sorrender  to  all  the  oontrol  of 
himself^  hia  powera,  and  his  property,  and  that 
all  slisll  protect  each,  in  his  person,  property, 
and  poaaeawona.  Anterior  to  the  formation  of 
this  compact,  even  man  was,  sut  pvri»,  in  tho 
follest  meaning  of  those  words — exempt  from 
the  oontrcd  of  others,  and  without  the  riglit  to 
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eontrol  an^bodj ;  he  wu  robjeot  only  to  the 
oODtrol  of  his  own  will ;  o^erj  man  wm  iodfr- 
pendent  of  every  otJaer  mftn.  By  tliiB  ootnpact, 
dvil  HOoiety  wu  nut  only  formed,  bnt  incorpo- 
rated, became  a  body  politic,  a  moral  agent,  a 
Statt.  The  Slate  thna  formed,  by  the  consent 
of  all  itB  members,  eipresften  ita  will,  by  the 
voice  of  a  m^ority,  which  will  is,  by  the  com- 
pact, to  be  the  role  of  their  conduct,  the  law  of 
their  rights,  the  arbit«r  of  their  di^tes, 

Oivii  Boeiety,  thus  formed  by  die  eodal  com- 
pact, is  denominated  ft  Slate.  The  will  <tf  the 
people  who  oompoee  that  society,  is  the  sorer- 
eign  power  of  tlie  State.  Bnt  how  that  power 
shall  be  exercised,  most  beneffdallj  tor  the 
people,  1b  the  question  presented  to  the  Btate, 
unmediately  after  its  formation.  It. has  to  set- 
tle Dpon  the  plan,  by  which  its  wjll  shall  be 
exert«d  iu  regulating  the  condact,  defining  the 
daties,  and  protecting  the  rights,  of  its  mem- 
bers. This  plan  of  gOTernment  is  ordained  by 
the  State,  in  its  ooostitatioD :  so  that,  instead 
of  tlie  constitation  being  the  social  compact 
which  /orme  the  Btate,  the  State  fomu  the 
oonstitDtJon ;  which  is  bnt  a  diagram  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  will  of  the  people  is  to 
be  eierdsed  in  governing;  that  is,  managing 
the  ooncems  of  the  State,  by  the  fhnctionaries 
to  be  employed  for  that  pnrpose.  Those  fonc- 
tionanes  are  legislative,  Jndioia^  and  execntive. 
according  to  tbe  constitntiona  of  the  States  of 
this  Union,  and  constitute  what  I  call,  and 
what  I  think  can  only  be  properly  called,  the 
ti^Mtframmti  of  the  Btatet,  or  Slate  Qoien^ 

The  BlAte,  by  tbe  cotuUtnUoo,  confen  on 
those  functionaries  the  mttiivtity  to  exercise 
the  ^veraiug  power.  The  powr  which  is 
exercised  in  governing,  is  neither  crested,  nor 

specifically  conferred,  by  the  constitation.  The 
authority,  on7^,  to  exercise  that  power,  Is 
q>eoifioiiiIy  conferred  by  that  instmrneat. 

llie  cDSstltntioD  and  laws  of  the  State  are 
fbrmed  by  the  will  of  the  majority.  In  the 
fbrmatioD  of  tbe  State,  nnanimity  was  required. 
To  the  formation  of  the  constitntion,  and  the 
enaction  of  laws,  the  will  at  iha  nu^ority  is 
oompetenL  The  competency  of  the  minority, 
to  the  formation  of  tbe  6ov«mim«nt,  was  deriv- 
ed from  the  nnanimity  which  hod  existed  in 
the  formation  of  the  StaU—\a  its  formation, 
all  assented  that  the  minority  sbonid  be  com- 
petent to  tbe  formation  and  administration  of 
the  Ootemment.  The  State  derives  its  exist- 
ence, and  iU  power  to  poeem,  from  the  bogIhI 
eompacL  and  formn  \U  plan  of  exercidDg  that 
power,  oy  its  oonstitation,  which  Is  properly 
called  its  G^emment.  So  that  the  &aU  is  as 
distinct  from  its  QovenutietU^  as  the  Oreator  is 
from  his  creature.  The  former  can  altrr,  amend, 
or  abolish,  the  latter,  at  pleasare.  It  still  exists, 
whatever  may  be  tbe  matations  of  ite  goveni- 
menL  npon  the  firm,  nnaltered,  and  inextingniah- 
oble  basis  of  tbe  social  compact  It  is  npon  this 
principle  that  the  debt  of  a  State,  or  Katioo, 
eanuot  be  canaeUtd  by  any  revolntioD  whatever 


in  its  Government.  Tbe  debt  was  not  doe  trcaa 
the  Government,  bnt  from  the  people,  in  their 
corporate  Btate  capacity;  and  nothing  bttt 
their  extinction  oonlct  extiegnish  the  debt  If 
we  define  liberty  to  be  the  right  of  the  citixeni 
to  do,  each,  what  be  oo^t  to  teUl  to  do,  and 
not  to  be  oonsb«iiwd  to  do  what  he  ought  nofr 
to  wJU  to  do,  the  social  compact  Ihmubee,  in 
the  «nti  of  the  mqfori^,  the  mZs  ei  that  rif^^ 
and  the  jMMMr— the  wrol  force,  which  gnaron- 
teea  Ite  eqfoyment.  And  thb  u  the  sense,  Mr. 
Frerfdeot,iii  which  Ubertg  i»fpu«r:  it  is  tbe 
poteer  created  by  the  aoeial  eompael — whieh 
oonstJtntee  the  lAsrfy  of  the  citixens.  Tb» 
oon^IUqi  power  of  the  will  of  the  majority-, 
is  not  only  the  power,  bnt  the  essence  of  Uber^. 
Hie  control  of  Uiis  wUI,  by  the  ftancttonaries  6t 
the  Government,  whetiier  Eiecutive  or  Jndi- 
cial,  is  any  thing  bat  the  power  of  ItAsrty.  lib- 
erty is  power,  when  the  people  of  the  Stata 
govern  uiemselvee,  by  their  own  «iU,  according 
to  tkeir  Mm  plan  of  government ;  by  fnoelKHi- 
ariee  ot  their  mm  i^poiutment.  Thna  it  it 
evident  that  the  States  were,  anterimr  to  tbtt 


each  other.  That  each  had  an  oigoniced  p>v- 
emment — its  constitntion;  that  the  people,  and 
'th^r  property,  belonged  exolnsively  to  the  Steitet 
of  which  they  were  dtizeas. 

Now  the  qnestion  is,  by  whom  was  the  Got- 
emment  of  the  United  States  fbrmed  f  By  th« 
people,  by  (he  Stalot,  or  by  the  State  6^t*m- 
flwntt  t  Does  it  emanate  fh)m  the  States  iu  re- 
ference to  the  social  compacts  by  which  they  wen 
created  t  Or  In  reference  to  the  consdtntians 
which  they  fomwdl  Or  from  the  people  of  aU 
the  States,  without  regard  or  reference  to  either 
compacts  or  constitntiona  t  This  is  aqnestioB 
of  great  import,  ss  ft  relates  to  the  extent  an4 
chwaoter  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Goveni* 

That  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  8tat« 
was  not  farmed  by  the  Bggregat«  people,  absolved 
from  the  social  compacts,  whereby  they  hod 
incorporated  themselves  into  States,  we  tnow 
— because,  in  that  ease,  they  most  not  oolj 
have  dissuved  those  compacts,  and  thereby  aa- 
nihilatod  the  States;  bnt,  iSWt  having  done 
so,  they  most,  as  otie  people,  have  incorporated 
themselves  by  social  compact,  in  order  to  giX 
tbe  power  of  fbrming  the  constltntion  bj  3)« 
voice  of  the  majority.  For,  withoot  this  com- 
pact, the  dissentients  from  the  ocHistibitiao 
eoold  not,  on  any  cmceivable  principle,  ba 
bonnd  by  it :  for  atient  is  the  only  rational  mwis 
of  MigatioA. 

"Withont  this  compact,  either  express  or  tadt^ 
the  control  of  the  minority  by  the  m^ority' 
wonld  be  tyranny.  Bendra,  the  existence  of 
the  States  is  not  only  recognised  by  the  eotttU- 
tvUeu,  bnt  many  of  its  provisions  are  predicat- 
ed npon  their  co-existence;  and  some  of  its 
machinery  npon  (he  co-enstence  of  the  OorerfL- 
mtnU  of  tiie  Statesi  It  was  net  formed  tiien  ity 
the  people  in  their  naked  cJiaraoter  as  soch.    u 
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iru  not  formed  bj  tbo  GorenuneDti  of  Uie 
.  Butea.  It  does  Dot  pnnwrt  to  hftve  been 
finmed  hj  Qmn  i  tbej'  had  not  been  inveeted 
bj  tbe  States  with  the  poweri  reqnisite  for  that 
porpoee;  the  State  oonatitntionB  were  not  onlj 
not  adapted,  hot  opposed  to  its  fonnatjon  b; 
the  ftmoUonariea  m  the  State  GoTeromenta. 
How,  then,  waa  it  formed !  I  auiwer  tJbat  it 
was  SHined  by  tbe  people  of  the  Btatei,  in  their 
eorporate  oapadl?— in  that  oorporate  oapaoitr 
vhioh  ifl  InKKMiule  from  dvil  aMden — whitm 
oapacitj  can  be  conferred  hj  the  aooial  oompaot 
alone,  and  which  alone  exalte  the  people  of  that 
aocietj  into  dtizena,  and  enablee  uiam  to  act  aa 
a  moral  agent — aa  a  nnit — as  a  State. 

The  Gonsdtntion,  Uien,  of  the  United  States, 
-waa  formed,  not  bj  the  people,  bat  b;  the 
people  of  the  States,  in  their  corporate  State 
character.  Tbe  people  of  each  State,  Beparatelv 
and  distinotlr,  resting  on  the  basla  of  tbe  sociu 
compact,  b;  which  it  waa  formed,  and  hj  the 
eserciae  of  that  sorereign  power,  whicb  that 
compaot  created — hf  tiie  ezereiae  of  whiolu  it 
oonld  obM  paitidpMe  in  the  formatJcn  of  that 


-  Tbe  power  of  the  State  la  oonunenaarate 
with  the  volmne  of  the  will  of  tbe  people  who 
owipoae  it.  The  power  of  the  Oovernttuitt  is 
Ism  than  the  power  of  the  Statf,  by  the  extent 
of  the  restrictions,  imposed  in  ita  oonatitntion 
and  bill  of  rights  opon  ita  fonctionariea.  They 
eierotBe  the  power  of  the  State  in  the  manner 
prescribed,  and  subject  to  restriotiona,  imposed 
npon  their  eierciae  of  it  in  that  Instrument. 

1^  tben,  the  Oonititntion  of  the  United  States 
was  formed  by  the  people  of  tbe  States,  and 
tlie  people  acted  in  their  corporate  State  ca|Md- 
^,  in  its  formation,  it  most  be  a  Federal,  and 
cannot  be  a  National  GoTemment,  and  the 
power*  of  which  it  consists  mnst  neoessarilT  be 
apeciflc  For  if,  as  I  ha're  oaserted,  (and!  do 
not  repent  of  the  assertion,)  the  govendog 
power  u  a  moral  force,  and  oonaiats  ezdodvely 
ia  the  will  of  the  people,  and  the  people  belong 
to  the  States,  then  there  is  no  source  whence 
tbia  power  can  be  derived  to  the  Qeneral  Oot- 
•mment,  b;  implication  or  inference.  The 
power  of  the  General  Qovemment  oonsiats  ez- 
■doaively  in  its  constitntjon.  It  Is  a  smps  ffov- 
trnment,  oonaistiDg  of  detdgnated  fonotionanes, 
pwmittad  to  ezeroiae  me^tdpouen.  It  doea 
nototWstirf  tliepeotue,  and,  therefore,  oaimot 
legitimately  nse  their  wUl,  ^oept  as  concocted 
by  the  Stales. 

It  is,  Uf.  Preddent,  I  believe,  a  Jnst  dictate 
of  reason,  that  the  xeal  to  goard  against  an 
evil,  ahonld  be  in  proportiou  to  ita  magnitude. 
What  is  the  ma^itnde  of  the  evil  apprehended 
firom  the  exercise,  by  the  judges,  of  impUtii 
powers ;  and  what  are  the  reasons  for  sppre- 
beiidlog  itt  The  evil  apprehended  is  the  ab- 
■orption  of  the  powers  of  the  States  by  the 
Oeneral  Government,  through  the  iostroineQ- 
talit^  of  ita  Jadgea:  the  reasonfi  fbr  this  appre- 
benaon  are  to  be  fonnd  in  what  they  have 
already  done.     It  is  ikir,  Mr.  Freaideot,  to 


Judge  of  the  future  from  tbe  past:  tbe  patt  a, 
in  feet,  the  only  medium  through  which  we 
can  look  into  the  future;  the  pTe$mt  will  not 
stay  with  us  long  enougli  to  be  examined;  it  it 
the  only  portion  of  time  which  always  seems  to 
be  in  A  hurrjf.  We  see,  in  the  hmniliation  of 
a  m^ttrit;  of  the  States,  the  triumphant  en- 
oroaoAments  which  the  Qeneral  Governiuent 
has  made,  by  Judical  construotion,  upon  State 
righta.  It  is  impoarfble,  Mr.  Preadent,  to 
depict  either  tbe  extent  or  the  magnitude  of 
the   evils   inflicted  npon  the  States,  by  the 

Indgea,  In  the  exercise  of  implied  powers.  I 
lave  attempted  to  show,  not  that  Ubertf/  to 
fo»ar,  but  that  power  is  liberty;  if  I  am  cor- 
rect in  the  position  that  liberty  consists  In  the 
right  of  every  (uUaen  to  do  whatever  he  oHKht 
to  will  to  do,  and  that  the  gnsrontee  of  that 
light  is  in  the  power  of  tbe  State,  then  any 
diminution  of  the  power  of  the  State  is  a  cor- 
respondent  abridgment  of  the  liberty  of  the 
dtueu ;  and,  consequently,  the  prostration  of 
the  power  of  tbe  State  is  the  vassalage  of  ita 
citizens.  The  maguitnde  of  the  evil,  then,  in 
its  extreme,  is  neither  more  nor  lees  than  the 
loss  of  their  liberty  by  the  dtizena.    But  if  we 


power  of  &t  State  to  oonnst  in  the  will  of  its 
citiEens,  then  the  code  of  the  State,  regulating 
the  oondnot  of  its  people,  is  but  the  wiU  of  the 
ciiizenB,  r^^atiog  their  own  conduct  Eenoe^ 
the  liberty  of  the  people  of  each  State  consista 
in  the  power  of  self-goverameot :  and  the  ab- 
straction ot  that  power  is  the  destruotiim  of 
Uberty.  The  denial  to  a  SUte  of  the  power 
to  make  laws,  in  relation  to  the  social  Inter- 
ooorse,  conduct  or  Interests,  of  ita  own  riti- 
Koa,  is,  in  so  mr,  a  paralysis  of  the  power  in 
which  thdr  liberty  esMntially  oonsiata.  Thii 
paralyeis  has  been  Inflicted  by  the  judges  upon 
a  mqorlty  of  the  States  which  compose  this 
Union.  They  have  been  aocceswvdy  stripped, 
by  that  tribunal,  of  thdr  sovereign  power,  to 
an  enfeebling  and  degrading  extent.  These 
instances  are  past ;  they  cannot  be  recalled. 
The  mortification  they  inflicted  can  only  be 
compensated  by  the  lessons  of  caution  which 
they  incnloate--the  admonitions  which  they 
give  to  the  States,  to  euard  ag«n«t  their  recnr- 
renoe.  To  maintain  the  power  of  a  State  ia  to 
maiotrin  tbe  efficacy  of  its  laws ;  for  its  pow« 
consists  in  the  enaction  and  enforcement  of 
snob  laws  aa  its  condition  may  require,  con- 
formably to  its  coulitataon.  The  importanoe 
of  the  ftae  and  nnhampered  exercise  of  this 
power  to  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  the 
pei^le,  tnnst  be  obvious  to  the  most  superficial 
observer. 

This  power,  Hr  FnnAeat,  ooncnats,  aa  I  have 
already  perhaps  too  often  repeated,  in  the  will 
of  the  people.  This  will,  to  be  beneficially  and 
effldently  exercised,  must,  from  its  nature,  and 
the  nature  of  man,  be  exerted  within  a  limited 
sphere.  To  be  efficient,  it  must  be  confluent ; 
to  be  benefldal,  it  must  be  harmoniona.    Bnt 
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there  b  &  territwial  extent,  beyond  whidi  the 
people  cunot  minde  ajmratbr  and  Mutinient 
— IteyoDd  wUoh,  that  oonmieuoe  and  ecnapeo- 
tW  of  tiw  peoue'f  will,  which  k  nenwary  to 
tbeir  liber^  ana  their  eomfort,  ia  tmpraotioahU 
— befond  whioh,  if  it*  oonfinenoa  ware  ev«n 
practlcaUa,  Ica  hannoniooi  int«r;fituiiet  ia  d^ 
Died  b7  pAytioal,  and,  <^  oonm,  inriodble 
ovuea.  The  climate  and  the  aoil,  oeei^ed  hj 
any  peot^  have  a  powerM  inflnenee  npon  the 
oomplenon  of  their  wilL  The  Mme  cliinate, 
and  the  same  Mnd  of  aoil,  prodooe  anbatantiallf 
the  mate  kind  of  pormut^  the  tame  onatcMna, 
habits,  and  mannere ;  and,  of  oonrae^  the  aame 
oompuizion  of  wilL  If  vtej  oeaapj  the  aea- 
boord,  thej  are  oommerdal,  aa  well  aa  agrieol- 
fairal,  (onleea  the  aoil  fbrtddt  agrioaltnre,)  and 
tboae  pomiita  BAoommodate  thwiaelTaa  to  each 
other  hj  the  kindlieat  redprooation  of  tiietr 
reqieotive  fkcilitiea.  If  thej  ooonp;  the  boaom 
of  a  ooDtinent,  th«ir  pnnoUs  are  leaa  diverged, 
and  their  habits  and  DManen  more  ample  ^ 
becaoae,  the  climate  has  been  oninterrapted  in 
the  oonooction  of  their  will,  bj  the  interferenoe 
of  the  ocean.  Bnt,  whether  in  the  boaom  of  a 
continent,  or  oo  the  margin  of  the  ocean,  the; 
can  onlj  be  fne  to  the  extent  In  which  th«j 
can  exert  th«dr  mingjed  will,  in  the  ewJwJM 
management  of  Uieir  own  interior  oonoema. 
Upon  this  tfaeor;,  Jtr.  President,  the  Stntea  of 
tioB  Union  ahonld  be  maintained,  with  tbeir 
powers  nadimiiiiafaed  from  anj  quarter.  The 
Btatce  are  hq)pil7  anited,  in  Hieir  territorial 
'  D  the  praotioaUe  uterUon  (rf  Ute 


in  the  enactioii  of  laws  for  the  regnlatit 
their  own  oonoems,  enited  not  ool;  in  their 
dimenaioiis  to  oomjoaotion  of  will,  but  to  thoee 
pbjiioal  caoaea  which,  by  prodaeing  tamtntm, 
give  strength  to  that  compaotiaa. 

Is  thit  theory  illoNTef  la  it  not  rerifled 
bj  the  hlatorj  of  civil  aodetiet,  in  all  agea,  and 
In  all  oonntrles)  What  inatanoe,  Mr.Proddent, 
doea  hiatory  fiimiafa,  ath  free  Qovenunent  cor* 
eringagreatextMJ^trftetritorjt  Hasfreedom 
ever  been  tike  entire  ooonpant  of  «  oontiu^C,  or 
of  a  great  portioned  a  oosthwat  I    " 


wr^ofaedneea;  and Utat,  not  beoanae Hie  peeole 
•re  leaa  fond  of  freedom  tbtti  the  people  within 
more  droomacribed  limits:  for  the  love  of  liberty 
is  natoral  to  man — bot  beoaoae  of  the  imprai^ 
oability,  reenlting  from  t«rritorial  extend  oran- 
bined  witli  phystoal  oaoaee,  of  prodndng  and 
maintaining  ina  lively andaotjve  oonditjon,  tliat 
oonoert,  that  oompaoQon  of  will,  in  which  alone 
oonsiets  the  power  whioh  ie  liberty ;  in  whioh 
altme  oondats  the  liberty  which  is  power.  For, 
I  repeat  tiiat  Uier^iaimMr  in  thataenaecmly 
In  whidt  power  ii  fiberty. 

The  Government  of  a  continent  most  be,  of 
physical  neceari^,  a  deepotiam.  It  cumot  be 
oven  a  monarchy,  Andwhy?  Simply  beeanse 
the  will  of  the  petqilo  oaonot  uroolale  in  vol- 
imo,  active^  and  wholeaoDiely ;  that  i%  in 


bMh' 


e  whole  by  the  tonx 


eompaot  eonflnmee  thranghont  the  maaa.     It 
cannot  be  coafided  in,  fivuier  than  ita  eSbets  , 
eaa  be  aeaa  ai>d  GbIL    lliey  ouiiot  be  aeen  and 
fUt  thronghont.    Ita  drcalatioo  beeomes  lan- 

"  atagnanoy  noeeede  to  languor,  amthr  to 
BenaaUon  naorpa  the  place  of  inteUeMMMi, 
and  fear  anooeeda  to  tlie  putoe  of  roUtioD,  aai 
beoomee  the  prindple  aad  tiie  power  of  tho 
QovenuiMBt  The  people  oeaae  to  govern  ibeHK 
aelvea  by  the  power  of  their  own  wiD,  aod  per- 
mit the  demt  to  covwn  them  t^  the  power  <tt 
their  own  fear&  Hekeipe  np  tb^  fcm;  ssd 
exaota  their  obedienoeby  enph^ing,  ooerdvriy, 
the  ^yeioal  force  of  the  exbtmee  againat  eadi 
other.  He  keepe  every  pcwdon  in  awe  by  the 
fbroe  of  the  whole,  aod  tiie  whole  ' 
<tf  every  pnlloii. 

Bach,  Afr.  President,  moat  be  the  ooDdiHiMnof 
the  people  in  theee  States,  when,  throogfa  the 
inatramentali^  of  the  Fedml  Jndidary.  or  any 
other  means,  the  fitatea  ahall  have  been  oestroj* 
ed,  or  rednoed  to  eodaohdation.  Thrir  ood& 
tion  will  be  even  worse  :  fiv  the  madiinetv  ot 
the  Btate  OoremmeDta,  whioh  wwe  fonned  hy 
the  will  of  the  people,  to  salt  th^  wanti^  will 
be  emjdoyed  aa  the  ooverta  and  ooodmta  ot  op- 
preaaion.  Thoee  corporate  devioea,  by  whidi 
the  refreaUng  stnams  of  pnblio  will  were  ooai- 
ducted  to  the  vine  and  the  fig-tree^  nader  Ae  eoiB- 
toti^le  ahade  of  which  every  oitiMn  eat,  wbte 
th«e  was  ncoe  in  all  the  land  to  make  him 
afraid,  wilt  be  omaa  through  which  official 
^fraimy  and  miarale  will  inflict  fear  and  raieerr 
npon'the  (huw  hupy  abodes  of  peaee,  aecnrity, 
aod  comfort ;  ana  for  thia  Utere  is  no  remedy, 
while  the  dominical  of  thedeqiotretaineitstaiw 
ritixial  extent  The  only  remedy  ia.  In  onttiiic 
the  continent  np  into  QovemmeiitB,  no  one  ^ 
whioh  will  be  too  large  for  the  enogetie  cor^ 
eolation  of  the  governing  wiU  <rf  the  peofritt. 
In  that  way,  they  m^  eatdiliah  and  ™«tnt«h» 
their  freedom,  ontil  they  are  wnOmtd  1^  IbA 
_^ittimiariM  out  of  their  right  to  govern  theaa- 
aelves. 

Hr.  President :  there  ie  not  any  thing  beneath 
the  snn  hot  mind  and  matter:  one  or  Ae  cdber 
<d  those  two  eabstaaoet  mnat  govern.  Matter 
caDnot;  mind,  of  coarse,  must  AndtheoM*- 
tttm  most  always  be,  whether  the  wiD  ot»U,nt 
t>,^,  or  of  OM,  Aall  govern.    Tlie  petqde  can 


for  that  parpoae.  When  that  is  the  case,  tbtAr 
bi4)piaeea  is  in  their  own  power ;  for  the  power 
of  theanited  willof  the  poopleofaStateisnl- 
most  Indefinite  la  England,  when  the  will  of 
the  people  ha^  throngli  the  Bepreeentathro 
prino^de,  beeoemidivedaB  the  govenioglbive, 
it  has,  though  encnmbered  witii  rotten  hMvoRfaa 
and  with  royalty,  achieved  wonders.  It  baa 
secured  to  the  people  as  mnch  bappioeea  and 
liberty  m  were  compatible  with  tiieir  oonditioa 
and  form  of  govwnmenU 

In  liome,  in  Oioece,  and  wherever  elae  Om 
pet^e  have  bean  &«e,  they  have  been  hupy  and 
powKflil  while  their  freedom  oontlnMa.    Sat( 
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in  thoM  plaoM,  snd  wberevar  dto,  in  all  time 

rit,  fraMom  hu  been  fbnnd,  it  has  bean  found 
a»  poaiMriwt  of  A  people  ocmipTiiig  a  i 
pantiTdj  amaU  teRitwr. 

Vbile,  thereftmk  the  Statea  can  m^nbdn  the 
&«»  and  nnfettered  exertise  of  th^  ovn  will, 
in  the  management  of  their  own  Interior  oi»- 
ooms— while  the  Federal  Gorentment  will  be 
MHitent  to  ezercbe  the  powen  ooaoeded  to  it 
by  the  Statei,  inthe  Oonslitntion  of  the  TTnited 
£jfatea,  and  leave  to  the  States,  Teapeetivelj,  the 


Statea  will  l>e  free  and  bappf ;  and  the  Statea 
will  be  rtrong  in  the  TindicatioD  of  the  righta 
of  tiie  Union,  in  propordou  to  the  freedom  and 
happiDew  of  their  oitiiene.  Their  itrenstb,  np- 
on  an  emergenof,  will  be  the  strength  of  giants 
nfi«ahed  t^  ileep. 

And,  Mr.  Freatdent,  peindt  me  to  aik  if  it  ii 
not  more  in  aeoordanoe  with  the  natore  of  oar 
oonqilex  Ooveniment,  that  the  UidoD  Aonld 
depend  upon  the  Statea  finr  ita  Tigor,  than  that 
the  Statea  ihoold  look  to  the  Union  for  their 
Btrength.  Doaa  not  the  tbemj  of  our  Oorern- 
nient  enjoin  that  we  ahonld  look  rather  to  the 
good  of  the  whole,  hf  taking  nteoial  oare  of  the 
parte,  than  that  we  should  look  to  the  good  of 
the  parta,  by  taking  special  oare  of  the  wholet 
Can  we  hesitate  updia  this  qaeatioo,  when  we 
eandder  that  the  liberty  and  proq>Mlty  of  every 
oitiMD  ie  in  the  exohtdve  keei^ng  trf  hie  States 
and  not  of  tiia  Union  I  That  the  dtlxena  owe 
tbdr  bapptneaa  to  their  r«q>aotlTe  States,  and 
derire  th«ir  liberty  fktnn  them  t  That  It  ts  fat 
the  Statea  that  patrioHam,  to  wliateTer  extent 
it  my  exist,  most  be  fomdt  Itisinthe  Btatea, 
and  nndw  ui^  pTOtectifm  alone^  that  the  Camily 
niters  are  leareo,  and  the  tuaQj  flreaidea  oon- 
aecrated  by  &mily  endearments;  and  that  it  if 
nnder  the  proteoUng  tcderation  of  the  Statea 
that  templee  are  eroded  to  the  living  God,  Mid 
public  and  soda]  devotion  ooftdnoted.  The 
Fedartl  QoTemm«it  does  not  posaess,  in  any  i^ 
the  States,  ncr  has  it  the  eopaoity  to  prooore, 
the  groond  on  whkh  to  erect  a  temple,  nnlan 
ae  leMee  of  the  United  Statea  Bank.  It  hM  no 
eonntry.  It  has,  I  rqwat  tt  again,  no  people, 
nodtizena.  Let  It,  then,  look  to  the  States  for 
Its  wealth,  Ita  strength,  its  pioaperity.  Th^ 
an  the  tne  and  only  aonree  of  them  uL  It  ia 
»  mistake,  to  snppoee  that  the  wealth  of  a  State 
oODsiats  in  the  ndmeaa,  in  the  lednndaaoe  of  Ita 
•zcheqner.  Itlariohonlyinpn^Kirtionaathe 
IBDIM7  of  the  ooantrj  is  in  toe  pockets  of  ita 
citizens.  It  is  impoverished  by  every  ddlarnn- 
neceeearily  taken  from  their  pooketi,  Ito  true 
wealth  oongieta  In  the  wealth  of  its  dtiaene— in 
their  indnatry  and  enteriwise.  Its  strength,  in 
theirfreedom.  NoStatecanbeatronK  or emi 
wealthy,  whose  dtiaens  are  not  free.  Ho  Stirte 
ean  be  weak,  or  poor  whoee  ddaena  eqjoy 
libera.  Take  notice,  lb-.  Freddent,  that  I  am 
speaking  (4  States,  or  nations,  and  their  dtiatos. 
The  Federal  Qovwnment  is  ndther  a  State,  not 
•.natloD;  ■orhaaitdtizeua,     ItiaaOorern- 


ment,  merely:  rioh,  in  the  trne  political  emse 
of  that  word,  only  in  the  wealth  of  the  States; 
Btrong,  only  in  their  strength.  It  te  to  guard 
the  Qenerd  Ooverament  from  enfeeblement,  by 


the  Statea,  that  I  made  yon  the  propodtion^ 
the  flnt  <rf  whieh  I  am  now,  f^bly,  I  fear,  at- 
teimt^  to  sapport 

lliere  is  no  lodgment  of  power,  in  the  mak- 
ing of  which  there  baa  been  so  mnch  diffloolty 
experienced  by  the  stateamen  of  all  ooootriecs 
aa  that  of  the  Jndieiary.  There  is  none  which 
has  be«n  exerdaed,  by  those  who  were  invested 
with  it,  more  oppresdvdy  to  the  peapie,  and 
with  more  obliqnity  by  the  Sdaoiaries.  The 
history  of  Rome  and  of  En^aod  abonnd  in  in- 
■tanoes  of  Jndtdal  malversation,  bribery,  and 
oormptdon. 

At  Rome,  as  we  learn  fhnn  the  oration  at 
Oioero  against  Yerrea,  the  bribery  of  the  Jndgea 
wasmattorof  oonise;  and  that  Aoae  who  were 
wealthy  eooagh  to  do  itj  epoke  of  it  with  the 
same  indiSbrenoe  with  whkh  they  woke  (tf  th« 
common  and  ordinary  dispodtions  of  their  money, 
nmn  the  history  of  that  oonntiT,  we  learn,  that 
the  moment  a  man  beoanfe  an  informer,  be  was 
pat  under  guard,  lest  he  should  b-j&e  theyu^^ 


la  England,  the  reigns  ot  Edward  the  1st, 
Kohaid  the  Sd,  Henry  the  8tb,  Jamee  the  1st, 
Charles  the  Ist,  and  Ohtries  the  3d,  were  marked 
I7  jndidal  tyranny,  obliquity,  and  oorraptioo. 
Sir  BMt  de  Hengham,  Ohief  Jastioe  of  the 
King's  Besteh ;  Sir  Thomaa  W^^land,  Ohief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Oommon  Bench  ;  sod  Sir  Adam  de 
Bhellon,  Chief  Banm  of  the  Exchequer,  were 
conrii^  and  poidshed,  and  that  heavily  too, 
fbr  thdr  eormpt  ezaotiOBa  in  the  administra- 
tloQ  of  Jnatiee.  The  Earl  of  Bofiblk ;  K  D.  la 
P(je,L(»dChanoellwofthekiDgdomj  theDnke 
of  Ireland ;  and  the  Arobbishop  of  York,  were 
dedwed  gnil^  of  hi^  tresson  ;  and  a  number 
of  Jodgee,  who,  in  Udr  jvdieial  Awaeity,  had 
aoted  as  their  inatmmeDts,  were  involved  in 
thtir  oottdemnatton :  among  wh<nn  were  Sir 
Robert  Belkn^>  and  Sir  Robert  Treselean,  the 
latter  Ohief  Jusdoe  of  Bang's  Bendi.  The  crime 
of  those  I  have  laat  named,  oondsted  in  thdr  at- 
tend to  eobvert  the  liberty  of  the  people ;  some 
of  them  were  hung,  and  the  rest  were  banished. 
To  tbeae  nu»  be  added  the  naues  of  Sir  Tbomea 
Empson  ana  Edmund  Dndley,  goilty  of  exac- 
twne;  Lord  Bacon,  of  corm^OD;  nor  ought  the 
names  of  Chanoellor  nnch,  Keeper  of  the  Qreet 
Seal ;  Jndgee  Davenport,  Orawly,  and  Beikly, 
who  wen  goilly  of  attempta  upon  the  liberty  01 
the  people,  to  be  pretemntted. 

Sir  ^nlUam  Sorooga,  Lord  Ohief  Jnstioe  of 
King's  Bench ;  Sir  A^nds  North,  Chief  Jnstioe 
of  the  Oommtm  Bendi;  Ur  Thomas  Jones,  one 
of  the  Jndgee  of  King's  Bench ;  and  Sir  Richard 
Veeton.  one  of  the  Barons  <n  the  Exobeoow, 
were  all  impeached  by  the  Oommoas  of  England 
for  partialidea  hi  the  admlnittratton  of  Jostioe. 
Theae  instanoes  show,  that  no  inflnenoe  nor  dig* 
Di^  oonld  secnie  the  jodgea,  either  ftom  oomqit 
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pnotioeB,  or  from  the  vuplaiLoe  of  the  repreeent- 
tXivea  of  the  people  of  Eiu^d.  Other  instan- 
ces, Mr,  President,  might  be  adduced,  from  tbe 
Eneliehht8tory,of  judicial oorniptiou;  bat  these 
will  suffice  to  prove,  what,  in  fkct,  needs  no  proof^ 
natoelj,  that  jadges  are  but  men;  th&t  tbe  er- 
mioe  mrDiBhes  do  secarity  agaioat  the  force  of 
temptation,  or  the  frailtiee  of  boman  natnre; 
that  thej  are  as  liable  to  err,  as  anr  other  de- 
scription of  pnbUo  fnnotionATiea ;  and  firom  some 
onheppf  fatality,  are,  in  Om  organization  of  al- 
most every  OoTernment,  made  more  irreqion- 
nble :  while,  from  the  oompantiTe  paooitjr  of 
their  nnmbera,  and  tbe  nature  of  their  powers 
and  daties,  they  are  greatly  more  expoaed  to 
temptation  than  tbeir  oo-ordinate  fidaciaries. 

Biypily,  the  Jodcea  of  the  Supreme  Ooort  of 
the  United  States— -I  mean  the  presuit  inonm- 
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if  th^  have  saffered  at  ^  in  the 
this  bill — from  a  profusion  of  iqjodioions  enlogy 
in  tbe  HoQse  of  Kepresentativea.  The  ermine 
should  never  be  tarnished  with  the  spatterings 
of  foleome  adnlation.  There  is  a  sanctity  about 
the  J  odicia],  like  that  lAont  the  matnm  character, 
which  ooffht  not  to  be  pro&ned,  aTen  by  well- 
meant  deokmatoi7  praise.  The  matron  shonld 
be  content  with  uie  afibctionate  ooafidenoe  of 
her  hnaband,  the  jndges  witii  the  ap{»wtatg  oon- 
fldenoe  of  the  people.  Clamorona  pr^ae  is  in- 
Jariona  to  tbe  charocterof  either;  neitiier,if  they 
do  their  dntj,  need  it ;  and,  with  the  lat«lliKent, 
it  is  apt  to  be  suspected  to  l>e  bnt  a  fig-le^  ex- 
pedient, kindly  got  up  to  oonceal  viol^ed  daty. 
The  absence  of  mnrmnrs  and  disoontent  ia  die 
most  substantial  commendation  of  both. 

I  feel  emboldened,  Mr.  Preeident,  by  the  nn- 
BUspecCed  integrity  of  the  judgea,  to  speak  the 
more  freely  of  their  encroaobments  npon  the 
rights  and  powers  of  the  Btat«s,  by  decisions 
merely  erroneons.  For,  if  irreparable  injury 
may  be  dooe  to  the  Uberty  of  the  people  by  mtra 
error  of  Judicial  opinion,  what  may  not  be  ap- 
prehended from  judical  ooimption !  And. 
what  right,  Mr.  President,  have  tbe  people  of 
these  States  to  hope  for  a  greater  exemption 
fh>m  Judicial  obliquity  and  oormpdon,  than  the 
people  of  Rome  or  of  England  f  Tbe  present 
inoombenta  are  not  immortal ;  thev  cannot  re- 
main upon  tbe  bench  forever.  I  have  shown 
you,  by  reference  to  the  history  of  England,  that 
jndges  in  that  country,  loaded  with  wealth  en- 
cumbered with  honors,  and  diatingnishea  for 
their  intellectual  attainments,  were  oooTioted, 
some  of  them  for  corruption  in  office,  and  others 
for  what  was  worse,  if  possible — combining  with 
the  ambitious  and  unprincipled  to  destroy  the 
liberty  of  the  people.  I  urge,  Mr.  Pre«ident,  not 
that  our  judges  are  bad  meo,  (for  I  believe  them 
to  be  good  men,}  but  that  we  may  have  bad 
judges  ;  but  whether  we  shall  or  not,  that  it  is 
wise  to  guard  against  those  erron  and  indiscre- 
tions to  which,  as  men,  they  mnst  be  snt^ect. 
What  has  been,  may  be  again.  There  not  only 
bava  been  bad  Jad^ea,  bat  the  world  has  been 


lory  1  have  Just  qnotea  was  harassed  by  tlram 
tar  oentniies,  and  wonld  have  continued  to  be 
so,  had  she  not  learned  wisdom  from  esperi- 
enoe,  and  converted  ber  punitory  into  cantloa- 
ary  vigilance ;  and,  instead  of  hanging  and  ban- 
ishing her  Judges,  placed  them  in  a  postni«  ot 
dependence  npon,  and  responsibility  to,  the  will 
of  the  people.  This  was  done  by  an  act  of  par- 
liament, in  the  thirteenth  year  of  William  8d,. 
which  fixed  tbe  salaries  of  the  judges,  and  pro- 
vided that  the  king  shonld  remove  them,  apm 
the  request  of  a  bare  minority  of  that  body.  By 
this  act,  tbe  Judgee  were  brought  within  tbe 
reach  of  the  representative  principle,  and  thw«- 
by  made  aocoontable  to  the  peofde,  and  depend- 
ent upon  their  will.  Since  that  time,  the  jndn 
of  England  have  been  pure,  upright,  and  inde- 
pendent. Since  that  period,  tbe  people  of  that 
country  have  enjoyed,  so  &r  as  related  to  their 
judges,  what  no  other  people  ever  enjoyed  tot 
the  samelengtfa  of  lime,  namely,  that  trauqnilli^, 
peace  4^  mind,  and  seonrity  trf' petson  and  |>raf>- 
erty,  which  oonsHtntee  the  eesenoe  of  hnmaa 
oomibrt,  and  which  alone  can  be  enjoyed  nnder 
a  jnst  and  impartial  administration  of  the  laws. 
Sinoe  that  period,  tbe  judges,  instead  of  lending 
Uiemselves  to  the  kiog,  as  the  avenuee  and  iu- 
stmmenta  whereby  to  oppress  the  people,  have 
become,  by  being  made  dependent  upon  their 
will,  and  independent  of  the  crown,  the  impreg- 
nable bnlwars:  of  the  Uberty  of  that  country. 

The  English  are  the  only  people  in  the  OU 
World  who  have  found  out  the  ffrtai  ment 
wherein  judicial  independence  conasts.  It  wm 
a  precious  discovery.  They  knew  it«  iporth, 
aud  avuled  themselves  of  it,  by  the  provimnw 
of  the  act  to  which  I  have  Just  alluded^  Bef<wa 
ihat  thne,  the  king  ^pointed  and  paid  the 
judges.  They  were  hia  judges — so  called.  Tbe 
king's  judges — of  course  his  creatures.  By-  that 
actthey  became  tbe/'Aip^f/tuf^a;  dependent 
upon  tbe  will  of  the  people  for  their  salaries 
and  the  tenure  of  their  offices.  Before  tlMt 
time,  they  were  dependant  npon  the  will  ttf  the 
king  for  both ;  they  were  commianoned  hf  him 
during  hia  pleasure.  By  that  act,  it  waa  pro- 
vided that  tjiey  shonld  be  commissioned  diuiDC 
good  behavior ;  that  is,  during  tbe  pleasured 
Qie  people,  instead  of  the  pleasnre  of  Ui«  kii^ 
Before  that  time,  the  nation  was  repeatedly  agi- 
tated, and  sometimes  almost  convulsed,  by  the 
efforts  of  tbe  people  to  get  rid  of  corrapt,  op- 
pressive, and  tyrannical  judges.  They  Had  no 
mode  of  doing  it,  bnt  by  banishment  and  hoi^ 
ing. 

There  the  Judges  had  the  protection  of  Sm 
king,  whose  pliant  inatruments  they  freqaently 
were.  Since  they  have  been  made  dependeet 
npon  the  people,  and  responsible  to  them,  then 
has  been  no  attempt  to  remove  any  of  them; 
no  a^tations ;  no  oonvulsions.  And  why,  Mr. 
President?  Because,  knowing  that  they  coold 
be  deprived  of  their  salaries  and  offices  by  tba 
people,  whenever  they  should  please  to  exertiM 
that  power,  they  hare  adndnisteredp  importid 
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and  flTeo-baa<l«d  Jnatiae  ;  and  the  people  are 
not  no  oapricions  as  the  advooatea  for  jndioial 
infallibilitj  are  in  the  habit  of  repreaenUng  tham 
to  be.  For  a  people  who  govern  thenisdvea, 
to  require  their  Jadgea  to  M  ind^tendent  of 
their  will,  or  even  to  permit  it,  la  to  aurrender 
their  liberty. 

The  jadgea  of  the  T7nlt«d  Btatea.  then,  Mr. 
Fresideat,  ar&  onhappilv  fbr  the  States,  more 
independent  of  the  people  than  were  even  the 
Judges  of  England,  while  the7  bdonged  to  the 
king.  There  the  ptMiicry  ■power  ol  the  people, 
when  thej  were  agonised  by  Jadioial  Iniquities, 
and  only  then,  oonld  reaoh  the  Jndgea.  Here 
the;  cannot  be  reached  dTeotaaUy  by  dtbw  the 
punitory  or  reatrmning  power  of  the  people. 
There  is,  Hr.  Preddeiit,  a  pecniiaritj  in  the  Crav- 
erniDent  of  the  TTmted  States ;  it  has  all  the  en- 
ergy, and  aims  at  all  the  grandeur  and  magnid- 
oenoe  of  a  National  Government,  withoat  bemg 
really  ao.  It  ia  a  great  oorppration,  removed 
from  the  people  by  the  intervention  of  other 
corporate  straotnree.  The  State  Govemmenta 
are  between  it  and  the  people.  The  Judicial 
ftinctionarieB  of  the  General  Gtovemment,  re- 
moved, as  Uiey  are,  from  the  people,  by  the  in- 
tervention of  the  nuiohinery  and  fonotionariea 
of  the  State  Govemraenta,  and  created,  aa  they 
are,  without  any  imirudiatt  agency,  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  cannot  be  expected  to  re^ird  the 
people  of  ue  States  with  any  very  peooliar  aen- 
eibiUty,  or  to  be  regarded  by  them  with  the 
Tinlanoe  neoessary  to  the  pr^ervation  of  their 
rj^ta.  Tlta  attention  of  the  people  most  be 
engaged  in  anperiotending  the  agency,  and  in 
reatfuning  the  official  vogranoy,  of  their  own 
immediate  State  fanotionariea.  And  when  was 
it,  that  any  peoiile  were  known  to  be  able  to 
preaerva  their  lioertiea  from  the  encroachment 
of  those  to  whom  they  bad  oooflded  the  admio- 
iatnition  of  their  Government )  The  powers 
ddwated  by  the  people  to  thdr  otBoial  agents, 
for  the  porposea  of  one  Goveniment,  have  al- 
ir^a  been  perverted  to  the  deatmcUon  of  their 
lib^ly,  in  despite  of  all  the  vigilance  they  oonld 
nae.  How  then  can  it  be  expected,  that  tbey 
can  guard  their  liberties  agunst  the  encroachr 
ments  of  two  sets  ot  fdnctioaariee ;  between  one 
of  which,  and  themselves,' there  is  no  intimacy 
of  relation ;  indeed,  no  relation,  but  that  which 
oonaista  in  the  ezercdae  of  power,  on  the  one 
ride;  and  Enbmiwon  on  the  other ;  power  on 
the  ride  of  the  judges,  and  anbrnisaion  on  the 
ride  of  the  people. 

The  Jndg«a  of  the  Qeneral  Government  m 
•object  to  no  legal  reroonsibility ;  and  they  can- 
not be  under  Ui»  innnenoa  of  moral  responei- 
bility.  They  are  the  Judges  of  a  Oovemffi«nJ  that 
hs*  no  people,  no  luUzens.  There  is,  between 
them  and  the  people,  the  State  Qovermnents, 
and  the  State  Amotion  aries.  They  are  not  on 
the  ItMi  of  hnman  agency,  and  human  sympathy. 
Tbey  vi*it  that  level  cuid  in  the  paitoply  of 

Kwer.   Their  contact  with  the  people  is  marked 
anthorily;  is  marked  only  by  the  display  of 
power  on  tht  one  side,  and  submission  on  the 


other.  For,  althongb  the  General  Goverainent 
and  ita  fonctionariea  are  the  property  of  the 
people  of  the  States,  yet,  emboldened  by  their 
irreapoosibility  ;  secure  in  their  taianei,  and 
thdr  offices  ;  oonacioua  that  neither  con  be  af- 
fected by  the  people,  or  Governments  of  tho 
States,  they  treat  Iwlh  ta  tieir  propertj/ ;  they 
can.  therefore,  be  under  no  moral  responsibility 
— there  is  no  medium  through  which  it  can  act 
upon  them.  They  occnpy  an  exalted  corporate 
theatre;  they  are  seated  upon  an  eminaiee  of 
power,  which,  though  erected  by  the  peopte  of 
the  States,  cannot  be  affected  by  them.  To  talk 
of  the  mora!  responsibility  of  Judges  placed  by 
their  installation  beyond  the  reach  of  the  will 
of  the  people,  is  to  betray  a  want  of  knowledge 
of  hnman  nature;  the  tttannan,  the  cnatoms, 
habits,  and  moral  sentiments,  of  the  people,  can- 
not be  expected  to  control  those  judges  who 
are  not  only  not  controlled  by,  bat  nave  uie  ^ 
solute  control  of^  the  people. 

Mr.  Prerident ;  The  present  incnmbents  are 
above  all  suspicion;  obJiqoity  of  motive  haa 
never  been  ascribed  to  any  of  them ;  their  boo- 
ceasora  may  not  possess,  or  deserve,  public  con- 
fidence to  the  same  extent.  But,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  the  judges  agEunst  whom  in- 
Jorious  impntations  were  not  made,  even  when 
die  fervor  of  party  pohtica  was  at  its  highest, 
snstuned  and  enforced  the  alten  and  leditien 
IiHM.  American  citizens  were  fined  heavily, 
and  imprisoned  too,  under  the  sedition  law : 
such  was  the  prontnett  of  thiise  jodgos  to  swell 
the  power  of  the  Government  whoee  limction- 
arias  they  were.  Although  the  liberty  of  speech, 
and  of  tiie  press,  were  guaranteed  by  the  oon- 
stitntion  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  Statee;  yet 
thOji  Sued  and  imprisoned  several  of  our  cit^ni 
fer  exercising  that  liberty.  That  law,  which 
struck  at  the  tory  foot  of  lib«rtf/,  was  gravely 
decided  to  be  constitutional  by  the  Jndges  of 
the  Federal  Qovarnment,  while  laws,  enacted  by 
the  States,  in  relation  to  the  soil  within  thur 
limits ;  laws,  enacted  to  give  repose  to  ooon- 
panoy.  by  limiting  the  period  withm  which  suits 
shouM  ^  brought  (6r  Uie  protection  of  the  hon- 
est occnpants,  have  as  gravely  been  decided  by 
them  to  be  nnconstitntionBl  and  void.  Bat 
what  power  is  it,  which  any  of  the  States  has 
exeroiaed,  which  tended  at  ^  to  assert  its  sov- 
ereignty, and  vindicate  the,  riebts,  real  or  per* 
sonal,  of  its  citizens,  whidi  those  jodgM  have 
not  either  disparaged  or  vacated  by  their  ded- 
uons! 

And,  Mr,  PreaidenlL  what  law  of  Oongrees 
haa  been  enacted  which  tended  to  trench  upoo 
the  rights  of  the  States,  or  of  the  citizens  of  the 
States,  whieh  that  court  has  not  affirmed  to  ba 
constitutional  and  valid  t  The  CooKress,  in  an 
wil  hour,  enacted  a  law,  creating  a  Bank,  with 
a  coital  of  (SC,0DO,ODO,  with  power  to  plant 
offices  of  discount  or  deposit  in  any,  and  all,  of 
the  Stales,  withont  their  consenL  The  power 
to  enact  this  law  was  not  given  to  Congress  in 
the  constitution — I  have,!  trust,  shown,  that 
the  powws  of  the  General  Govenunent  exist  ^ 
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grttot;  that  th«7  Are,  and  mnrt  neeenorilr  be, 
ezproM,  and  cannot  be  hnpUed ;  that  Uie  people 
of  a  State,  or  nation,  mar,  throngh  the  aganoj 
of  thrir  ftanotionariea,  oreate  ft  oorptvaUon ;  bat 
tliftt  the  eorporation,  when  created,  mnat  be  con- 
tent irlth  the  powers  granted ;  that  its  powen, 
neeeaiarily,  eonaist  in  grant,  and  tbat  it  cannot 
create  anotbw  ootporatton — and  tlut  too,  with 
powers  not  conceded  to  itMlf. 

There  la,  Kr.  President,  in  thU  nutter,  aome- 
liiing  which  hai  hitherto  eeo^Md  somtiQf ;  and 
escaped,  because  of  the  eanctity  of  the  re^pon 
in  which  it  lies  oonoealed.  It  aeema  never  to 
have  oocnired  to  anjbodj,  that  the  Jn^ea 
might  as  readil;  be  eappoaed  to  oilarge  the 
Oonstitation  of  the  United  States  by  oonstmc- 
tdon,  as  the  States  to  violate  it  by  legislation. 
There  haa  been,  and  is  at  this  moment,  in  this 
oonntry,  a  indidal  Idolatry— a  judicial  sweraU- 
tion — which  encircles  the  Jodges  with  iniallibil- 
ity.  To  have  them  independent,  pnUlo  sMiti- 
ment  has,  as  I  bare  before  stated,  aoocvded  to 
them  abeolnt«  power.  That  oooeeadon  fan|^es 
infidllbility.  upon  the  snpporition  tliat  th^ 
cannot  err,  their  impntadons  upon  the  Statea 
haTe  passed  for  oraonlar.  The  Statea  have 
been  disparaged;  and  the  legislaticm  of  the 
States,  the  living  fountain  of  the  liberty  of  the 
people,  has  been  degraded.  Ur.  President,  if 
the  object  had  been  to  destroy  the  liberty  of 
the  people  of  the  States,  and  homan  ingenuity 
had  been  tortured  to  devise  a  plan,  more  effeot- 
oal  for  that  purpose,  than  any  other,  the  one 
which  is  now,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been, 
in  operation,  is  the  one  which,  in  my  opinion, 
would  have  been  adopted  as  the  most  efrectual. 
That  is  itt  To  disparage,  by  every  poesible 
means,  the  State  powers,  and  especially  the 
Iwislation  of  the  States ;  disgnat  the  people 
with  the  only  organ  by  which  Uiey  can  express 
their  will — with  the  legislative  depsrbnent  of 
the  States.  And  by  what  means  t  None  more 
efibotnal  than  for  the  Judges  of  the  Federal 
Oovenunent  to  vacate  the  State  laws  by  sol- 
emn decisions;  with  apparent  relnctonce,  bnt 
with  great  gravity,  impute  perinry  by  implica- 
tion to  the  one  hmidrecl  and  fifty  select  and  se- 
lected men  who  enacted  them — peijory,  not  by 
design,  bnt  by  negligence,  or  ignorance ;  not  by 
saying  that  they  were  either  knaves  or  fools, 
but  by  leaving  it  to  be  inferred  that  they  were 
cither  the  one  or  the  other.  Nobody  will  have 
the  hardihood  to  believe  that  the  impotation  of 
either,  could  attach  to  the  srmins.  What  next  t 
Thy,  impress  the  public  mind  with  the  bdief 
that,  however  fit  the  States  may  be  for  the 
regnlation  and  decision  of  little  matters  of 
ffl«um  and  tmim,  between  their  own  oitjzens, 
they  are  utterly  incompetent  to  decide  upon 
any  matter,  in  which  so  important  a  personage 
as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  eoncemed ; 
that  the  dignity  of  the  origin  of  that  institn- 
tion,  the  weight  of  its  character,  and  the  ex- 
tent and  natu«  of  its  resources,  entitle  all  its 
concerns  to  a  place  on  the  federal  docket  Let 
ttie  Jndgee  rivet  thia  impreswa  npon  the  pub- 


lic mind,  by  ■  aolnnn  dedrion  that  the  iMak 
has  the  privilege  to  ine,  and  be  sned,  in  tha 
Federal  Oonrts  done :  in  addition  to  tl^  let 
the  presses,  which  are  rntder  the  control  of  the 
General  Governmoit.  and  of  its  bank,  yWilj  th« 
States,  as  petty,  partial,  and  tarbnlent  coipcva- 
tions ;  and  portny,  in  dowing  colon,  the  ex- 
cellenoe  and  grandeor  M  the  Gemwal  Oovem- 
ment;  let  them  linger,  at  the  doae,  with  fcmd 
delight,  npon  the  iitdtptiidmiee  and  intMxtmal 
'  mes  of  its  Judicial  ftinctiottaries:  again 
Preetdent  reeMomend  it  to  Congresa 
to  ent  the  States  np  into  roads  sad  eanab ;  and 
let  the  OoDgress  tftke  the  hint,  and  commence 
opwaHoBB :  does  anf  thing  remain,  lb.  Presi* 
'  "'  '  '"'    '*    -  roatration  of  the  States- 

iberlj  of  the  people? 
NotliiDg,  but  what  the  bank  can  verr  cAsOy 
eSbct ;  and  Oat  is,  to  conetrdn  ita  debton,  im> 
msdUte,  proximate,  md  remote,  who  f<am  e 


The  bank,  it  is  known,  haa  able  eoiin*dr( 
tdned  in  each  (rf  the  States.  Their  ^orta  and 
infloenee  mnet  not  be  wanting  to  propagate  Uie 
eentimenta  whieh,  whatever  they  may  be,  are 
beat  calculated  to  ewell  the  tide  of  ita  influ- 
ence ;  the  bank  is  their  oUent ;  it  is  in  the  way 
of  thdr  vocation.  .Add  to  all  these  the  naorera, 
brokera,  stock-jobbers,  merohants,  and  manu- 
factorera,  and  who  can  dottbt  the  result  f  I  am 
one  of  those,  Ur.  Preddent,  who  d»  net  Misss 
that  the  States  are  incwnpetent  to  the  maaage- 
ment  of  their  own  affUrs^  that  they  are,  in 
their  le^slatimi,  regardless  of  the  Oonstitntioa 
of  the  United  States ;  that  they  are  petty,  par- 
tial, turbnlent  corporations.  Oikthe  eoatrtrj, 
I  beUeve  that  their  rights,  and  their  eonslitn- 
tion,  snd  that  of  the  United  Btate^  have  been 
gronly  and  repeatedly  violated  by  the  Cangress 
and  Judidary  of  the  United  States.  I  beoeve 
that  the  tendency  of  the  General  Government 
towards  the  abawption  of  the  States,  is  Tisibl«L 
tpid,  and,  I  fear,  retdstless.     Tet,  I  would 


periment 


whiCkhi 


to  impose  any  re^vint 
upon  jnoiciBi  oisoreaon,  la  aeeuled  by  all  our 
prqudices  in  favor  of  the  laacti^  of  the 
ermine.  The  exclamation  is.  Do  what  70B 
please  with  the  States,  bnt  do  not  meddle  with 
the  Judloisty ;  you  may  tax  and  tariff  the  peo- 
[de,  to  swell  the  influence  of  the  bank,*tnr 
obuning  to  its  car  the  mann&ctnren,  whod 
yon  privilege  by  that  process;  yon. may  make 
roads  and  cut  canals,  in  any  of  the  Statea,  be- 
oanse  yon  are  thereby  promoting  the  gtmetvi 
wtffart ;  and,  because,  then,  you  are  ooly  in- 
terferlng  with  the  oonctitoticmal  lig^ta  of  the 
States ;  in  that,  yon  are  aolang  ap(m  the  pec»> 
pie,  and  they,  in  all  tdme,  hsive  bera  lawftd 
gune.  Bnt,  tench  not  the  judgm;  thej  are 
the  great  umpire  between  onitcmding  eor- 
ereigns ;  between  the  General  Govemmsnt  and 
the  States.  The  happlneea  <tf  the  pec^  ia  In 
their  holy  keeping.  The  Jndaes  of  tbe  Su- 
preme Oonrt  the  imi^l  ni^ylMAedi^to^ 
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the  Btatea  w  umpire  between  the  Generid  Got- 
enunent  and  the  people  I  They  the  most  effi- 
cient organs  of  that  Oovemmoit  which  wantfi 
bnt  peo^e  to  have  YassaJa— the  just  and  impar- 
tul  Qmpire  between  Stalet  contending  to  main- 
tun  the  power  of  the  people,  and  the  men 
Qottmnient,  oontendii^  ror  the  power  of  con- 
'trolluig  t^e  people ;  between  the  people  of  the 
fitatea  eonten^cg  for  the  right  of  govemii^ 
^emoelvea,  and  the  General  QoTemment,  to 
govetn  them ! 
SlTEinge  infatnationl   to  soppose  that  »^- 


«ithral  onraelTee  from  onr  istol  delnaions, 
relation  to  this  Judiciary.    Let  as  invoke  our 

reason  to  diaenchtuit  onr  feelings,  and  rehere 
OB  from  this  blind  devotion  to  £e  judges,  this 
■elf-deatroTing  idolatry.  Let  as  not  forget  that 
they  are  men— «nd  euppose  it  possible  for  them 
to  err.  I  ascribe  to  the  present  inoombents 
noQiing  worse  than  the  faculty  of  erring ;  and, 
i/  they  may  err — if  their  suoaessors  may,  pos- 
sibly, do  worse  than  err — is  it  not  wise  to 
guard,  aa  far  as  praotioable,  agfdnat  that  oocnr- 
Tcnoe )  Is  not  prevention  more  wise  than  rem- 
tij  %  Bat  why  speak  of  remedy  t  Their  erron 
are  irremediable;  and,  therefore,  there  ia  the 
•trongeet  reason  for  every  practicable  preven- 

tJ(HL 

Mr.  Prerident,  when  the  Senators  sit  in  their 
judicial  capacity,  to  try  a  judge  of  that  oonrt,  the 
oonoorrence  of  two-thirds  of  that  body  is  ce- 
Misary  to  the  conviction  of  a  single  jodge; 
vhy  should  it  reqolre  two-thirds  of  the  B^ia- 
tors,  in  their  judioial  capacity,  to  convict  on* 
(tf  uiose  jndgee  of  a  misdemeanor,  while  a  tm- 
noritg  of  the  very  same  Judges  may  convict  a 
BtaU  oi  having  violated  the  constitution? 
There  are  now  seven  Judges ;  four  of  whom 
constitute  a  qnomm ;  tAfi«  of  tiie  /our,  a  mi- 
tioritjf  of  the  whole,  may,  and  in  some  In- 
Btancei  Aow,  prononnoed  State  laws,  of  the 
most  interesting  character,  void.  Thus  you  see, 
itr.  Preddent,  three  of  the  seven  judges  can 
Tftoate  the  laws  of  the  twenty-'four  States  buo- 
ocedvely ;  can  durobe  them  of  their  sovereign 
legislative  power;  while  it  takes  the  concor- 
i«iice  of  tixttai  Stata,  or  tMrtv-tuio  Senators, 
sitting  as  judges,  Uj^n  a  tingle  one  of  those 
Judges,  to  oonviet  him  of  wiamttituthnalitiy, 
or  in  an;  way  to  a&ct  his  jndidal  facnlty.  Is 
tUs  reasonable  ?  is  it  prudent  1  is  it  politic  t 
Can  the  Btates  hope  to  retain  their  sovereign- 
tj ;  can  the  people  of  the  States  hope  to  retain 
thair  liber^,  under  oiroumatances  like  these  t 
Bnt  is  it  not  a  perversion  of  terms  to  call  that 
lilterty,  which  d^wnds  upon  the  will  of  an- 
other t  Are  the  StatM  free,  when  their  sov- 
«reign  will  may  be  controlled,  and  its  efficaoy 
denied,  by  the  minority  of  a  court,  over  which  it 
hoe  Dot  any,  even  the  slightest,  control  f  Over 
irhoee  decisions  all  the  States  can,  in  no  possible 
-way,  either  throngh  Ooogrees,  or  otherwise,  exert 
■ny  control)  But,  sift  not  only  can  threejndges, 
jH  things  now  etanl  paralyze  the  sovereign 


power  of  the  States,  but  even  Mu  can  do  it.  Yes, 
sir,  a  tingle  jvdge  can  deprive  a  State  of  its  sov- 
ereign power.  As  thus :  snppose  there  are  five 
Judges  upon  the  bench,  the  constitationoli^  of 
a  State  law  is  drawn  in  question ;  three  of  the 
five  think  the  law  mioonstitatJonBl ;  the  otiier 
two  are  of  a  different  opinion :  how  stands  the 
matter,  in  relation  to  opinion !  Why,  the  opin- 
ion of  two  on  the  one  side  neutralizes  the 
opinion  of  the  two  on  the  other  side;  and 
were  there  but  fvwr  on  the  bench,  the  law 
would  remun  valid  and  effective.  But  the 
opinion  of  the  fjlh  juige,  and  bis  opinion 
tu/mA,  is  against  the  law ;  and  his  opinion  de- 
clares the  law  to  be  unoonstitntiona!  and  void. 
And,  Mr.  President,  under  the  bill  on  the  table^ 
if  it  shall  pass  into  a  law,  withont  my  amend- 
ment, the  same  thing  may  happen.  Suj^Hwe 
there  are  seven  jndgee  on  the  bench,  and  six  of 
them  shall  be  diviued,  (^m  ag^nst  tArM,  the 
MirnnvQi  alone,  makes  the  decirion.  K  there  are 
nine  on  the  bench,  and  eight  of  them  are  dl. 
vided,  four  apwnst  Jbw,  the  ninth  judge  alone 
gives  uie  opinion.  For  when  the  oonrts  are 
divided  into  two  against  two,  three  agfunat 
three,  or  four  against  four,  liie  odd  judge  alone 
in  each  case  prononucce  the  opinion ;  nntil  he 
ipeait,  the  late  remains  vaUd.  The  opposing 
opinions,  poBseasing  eqaal  force,  result  in  ineffi- 
oaoy ;  and  when  the  odd  judge  declares  the  law 
to  bo  onoonatitntional,  the  judgment  of  the 
courts  to  that  effect,  is  as  exclusively  his  lole 
opinim,  as  if  &0  alone  constituted  Uie  oonrt, 
and  as  effective,  aa  if  ail  lAe  judge*  had  con- 
curred. Could  a  despot,  Mr,  President,  do 
more  than  control  the  legislation  of  the  States 
by  his  jiat  f  He  could  not  do  It  with  less  than 
a  hundred  thousand  bayonets.  He  could  not 
do  it  with  men  that  Jbrea.  The  people  of  the 
States  would  be  prodigal  of  their  ilood,  in  vin- 
dication of  their  righti.  And  yet,  strange  to 
tell,  these  very  people  tamely,  patiently,  and 
even  cheerMly,  submit  to  lose  those  very 
rights,  by  the  fiat  of  a  Judicial  despot,  whidi 
they  would  die  to  muntun  agunst  a  despot, 
armed  with  whatever  foroe — as  if  it  oould 
make  any  odds  to  them,  after  they  had  lost 
their  litierty,  whether  it  was  taken  from  them 
by  a  judicial  deepoti.  armed  with  the  moral 
foroe  of  their  own  fatal  credulity,  or  by  au 
ambitious  aspirant,  at  the  head  of  an  armed 
foroe.  Sir,  a  single  judge  may,  in  the  aaine 
way,  vacato  a  law  of  Oongresa,  The  two 
Houses  of  Oongreas  may  pass  a  law  by  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds  of  each  House,  against  the 
veto  of  the  President.  A  ringle  Judge  may,  as 
in  the  instances  I  have  mentioned,  m  relation 
to  State  laws,  take  side  with  the  President,  and 
overmle,  by  Am  lingU  i^mion,  the  two-thirds 
of  both  Houses  of  Oon^n^ss.  I  mention  ihi^ 
Ur.  President,  to  show  Xhei,  even  the  le^slative 
power  of  the  General  Government  may  be  con- 
trolled by  that  court — by  even  a  Binole  judge  ot 
that  court,  Not  that  I  apprehenct  that  the 
power  of  that  court  will  be  eiertod  in  vacating 
the  laws  of  Congress  j  I  have  really  ao  snob 
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Gener&l  QfiTenunent,  and  wQl  mwsjh  have  the 
1(18(10111  to  prefer  foreign  oonqneBts  to  domeetjo 
broila.  itj  great  otyeot  Is  to  save  the  Ststefl 
from  being  degraded,  to  aave  the  liberty  of  Uie 
Stat«B  fVom  being  frittered  awftj,  hj  toe  jadi- 
oial  oligarchy  of  tlie  United  States.  For,  I 
inaiBt  upon  it,  Mr.  Froiident,  that  the  Baprune 
Oonrt  of  the  United  Sutes,  if  it  sball  be  in- 
dulged in.  the  exercise  of  Q>6  powers  which  it 
ha«  aBBonied,  hj  inference  and  coDHtmotian,  io 
addition  to  those  with  which  it  \e  l^lJmatel  j  in- 
veeted  by  the  Congtitntion  of  the  United  States, 
ll  the  most  BtnpendOTU  arfetocraejr  which  waa 
ever  tolerated  in  anj  coon  try  in  which  the  aoimd 
of  liberty  waa  att«red,  and  its  import  anderstood. 

But  I  will  leave  this  section  to  Uie  reflection 
of  the  Senate ;  laj  deficient  manner  of  diseius- 
iiig  it,  will  be  supplied  bj  their  good  sense.  I 
most,  however,  beg  their  indulgence  for  a  few 
minQtes,  while  I  offer  to  them  the  reasons 
which  influenced  me  to  propose  the  remaining 
amendatory  section. 

The  ezeontioii  Uwa,  Hi.  Frerident.  of  any 
people,  who  assert  Uiair  right  to  self-govem- 
ment,  Hhoold,  in  a  more  emphatio  sense  Qtaa 
any  other  of  their  laws,  be  suited  to  their  oon- 
dition.  Their  other  Uwa  are,  comparattvely, 
theoretic  and  abstract.  They  exist  in  the  stat- 
ute book,  for  contemplation,  as  roles  of  oon- 
duct  and  of  property ;  wbile  unobstnioted  In 
the  acquisition  of  property,  and  unintemipted 
In  its  enjoyment,  the  pecmle,  nnfortunately  for 
tiie  durability  of  their  rights,  pay  bnt  too  little 
atteDtion  to  the  oom^lexion  of  their  eodt. 
fio^ed  with  the  avocations  of  lif&  vexed  with 
Us  cross  purposes,  and  thwarted  by  its  vicissi- 
tudea,  they  have  but  little  leisure,  and  lees  ia- 
dination,  for  abstraction  of  any  kind.  But 
execution  laws,  Mr.  Premdent,  address  them- 
selves to  the  senses  of  the  people ;  an  execu- 
tion law,  is  lam,  in  its  praotioaL  nonn-flubstan- 
tive,  matter-qf'/aet  shape.  Ine  other  laws 
ooDstitnte  the  mles  by  which  each  man  regn- 
lat«e  his  oten  amditet  and  disposes  of  his  Mm 
jBT^wty.  The  execution  law  constitutes  the 
rub,  and  creates  the  authority,  by  which  otu 
Tnan  takes  and  disposeB  of  the  property  of  oCA- 
en,  by  which  he  even  deprivee  o(Aeri  of  thdr 
personal  liberty.  I  repeat,  then,  that  the  exe- 
cution system  of  any  State  shoidd  be  enacted 
with  a  wise  regard  to  the  condition  of  its  peo- 
ple. It  is  a  dapotie  /tatvre,  which  camiot  be 
dUeaued  trcmi  the  comit«nance  of  the  Repnb- 
lic ;  it  sbonld,  therefore,  be  softened  as  mnoh 
as  possible.  The  laws  of  right  were  enacted  by 
the  L^islalor  of  the  Universe,  and  written 
le^bly  and  irreversibly  in  the  volume  of  nfr- 
ture ;  the  social  compact  reo^^zes  that  code, 
and  legitimates  it :  its  fitness  and  its  force  is, 
instinctively,-  recognUed,  felt,  and  acknowl- 
edged by  the  people.  Bnt,  Mr.  President,  the 
laws  of  remedy  are  created  by  the  State ;  they 
are  the  rules  by  which  civil  society  exerts  its 
remedial  and  protecting  force,  in  favor  of  one 
or  more  of  its  dtizena,  against  the  delinquency 


of  others.  They  are  the  avennes  tJmx^i 
which  that  force  finds  its  way  to  the  delinqncak 
citizens,  and  it  should  find  its  win  in  the  gen- 
tlest of  bH  the  conceivable  efBdent  mode& 


and  bears  away  witii  him,  the  property  of  bd 
individnal ;  If  you  abstract  the  authority  or  '  ~ 

which  he  acts,  his  conduct  K 


should  be  obtnisively  so;  it  shonld  be  a  do- 
mestic, and  not  an  alien  anthori^,  the  indivf^ 
nal  who  is  the  subject  of  it  should  perceive  iti 
Jnstioe  from  his  conscionsnees  that  it  was  aiy 
cording  to  the  will  of  the  people  of  which  be 
was  himself  a  part,  and  in  which  he  had  ooofi- 
denoe,  beoa       ■•     '    ■  .....       ~ 

shonld,  in  &ot,  rwofpiie  his  own  power,  a 
agent,  In  prodadng  iiis  own  privation. 


propertiy  B 
is,  by  the  ; 


because  he  had  consented  to  it.  He 
in  &ot,  rwofpiie  his  own  power,  as  the 
n  prodneiiig  iiis  own  privation. 
le  I  Indst,  Mr.  Prerident,  that  it  is  the 
right  of  every  State  to  enact  the  execntioa 
laws  by  which  the  Judgment  and  deoreea  of  the 
Federal  Oonrt,  in  that  State,  shall  be  carried 
into  effect. 

Mr.  President,  ve  are  taught  that  Qie  liber^ 
and  property  ol  the  citizens  are  regnlatefl^ 
goarded,  protected,  and  goaranteed  hy  iba 
States.  But  how  can  they  gnarantee  the  liber- 
ty, or  protect  the  property,  of  their  citizens,  if 
Uie^  permit  th^  persons  to  be  imprisoned,  Mtd 
their  property  to  be  taken  from  them,  at  tlw 
will  of  another  Government,  or  at  the  instance 
of  its  functionaries  f  The  dtiEena  and  thcdr 
ranet  be  r^nlated  by  the  State ;  that 
people  In  their  corporate  ciq»d^; 
te  Is  not  sovercdgn       '  " 

free.    The  proprietary  right    .  .   .  

the  people,  and  th^  property,  is,  or  ia  not, 
sovereign.  If  sovereign,  it  Implies  not  miij 
the  right  to  regulate  both  according  to  dsfr 
vilL  but  competent  wisdom  for  this  pnrpoea. 
If  the  power  of  the  State  is  not  sovereign,  why 
are  they  mooked  with  it  ?  If  the  General  Gov- 
ernment is  the  prc^etor  of  the  people,  and 
their  property ;  tiiat  is,  if  the  citizens,  and 
thdr  property,  are  to  be  regnlated  by  the  Fed- 
eral Oovenunent,  why  is  not  that  power  aasert- 
ed  by  that  Oovemment?  Bnt  1  have,  I  bus^ 
been  snoceasfnl  in  showing  that  the  Cooatita- 
tion  of  the  United  Statce  did  not,  and  could 
not,  confer  this  power ;  that  it  is  inherent  in 
the  States,  and  that  the  States  would  be  faith- 
less to  themselve^  if  they  were  to  surrender  i^ 
or  permit  it  to  be  usurped,  or  filched  from 
them.  It  is  not,  it  cannot,  be  pretended,  that 
the  Oocgrees  could  pass  laws  regelating  otm- 
veyancea,  deeoents,  and  distributions,  or  Isit 
wills  and  testaments — laws  regulating  the  pur- 
chase and  transfer  of  property.  Bnt  an  exe- 
cntion  law  is,  in  fact,  a  law  of  this  character ; 
it  involves,  in  its  opwation,  the  sale,  pnrohaac^ 
and  transfer,  of  property.  And  in  Statsa 
where  land  is,  and  aball  oontinne  to  be,  aatiJMt 
to  sale  under  exeontion,  (hat  mnst,  at  no  very 
distant  day,  (sooh  is  the  vioissitQda  of  humaik 
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■ffbin,)  become,  in.  such  Statee,  the  mort  pre- 
Tpiliflg  title  to  lands.  And,  alHioiigli  Oongreu 
ongbt  not,  utij  u  I  believe,  oiumot,  Ic^timate- 
Ij-,  paM  execntum  ]xwa,  exoq>t  sooh  ■■  relate  to 
its  revenue ;  jet  the  Jndgea  of  the  Sapreme 
Court  have  eoiutru«d  tbemselvea  Into  the  pow- 
er of  enacting  l&ws  of  this  <iharaot«r,  under  the 
denomiimtioQ  of  ruUi  of  coort.  And  some  ot, 
aven  the  district  Judges,  made  haste,  after  this 
learned  opinion  was  made  oat,  hj  the  Supreme 
OoQii;,  to  exert  th^  legislative  power  upon  the 
BMea.  In  ttie  State  whioh  I  have,  in  part,  the 
htmor  to  represent,  the  legislative  faooll^  of 
the  district  Jndge  was  very  promptly  and  ei 
getiaoltj  exerted,  in  ftimishmg  a  ^stem  of 
eontion  laws  /or  the  ptoplt,  or  rtMher  againit 
the  people ;  for  it  was,  In  all  ita  oaUinea,  and 
esseatJal  provisions,  in  utttr  oontempt  of  their 
known  and  declared  wiU.  B7  the  law  of  the 
State,  imprisonment  for  debt  had  been  abol- 
ietied ;  by  the  law,  alias  rale,  of  the  ooort,  the 
ea,  so.  was  revived,  and  the  citizens  sni^eoted 
b>  imprisonment  for  debt.  By  the  law  of  tbe 
State,  land  could  not  be  sold  under  eieoatloti, 
for  less  than  three-fonrths  of  its  valnation :  hj 
the  mle  of  the  court  it  was  enacted,  that  land 
ghonld  be  sold,  without  valuation,  for  whatever 
it  would  brins,  at  a  credit  of  three  monQis ; 
wd,  by  severu  nUes  of  the  court,  it  was  enact- 
ed that  the  marshal  sbonld  convej  the  lands, 
sold  b;  him  under  execution,  ti^the  pnrohaaer. 
The  roles^oreover,  kindlj  pr»oribe  the  oere- 
mooies  necessary  to  be  otoerved  by  the  mar- 
dial,  ijk  making  the  conveyance,  in  order  to 
give  it  validity. 

Ur.  Premdent :  it  Is  time  that  it  abonld  be 
distinctly  ascertained,  whether  execution  laws 
ahonid  be  enacted  by  the  States,  by  the  Oon- 
greea,  or  by  the  courts.  The  otject  of  Ute  sec- 
tion which  I  am  now  attemptjng  to  disooss,  is 
to  silence  all  doubt  on  that  siitfject,  by  reecnmg 
that  power  from  judicial  usurpation,  and  leav- 
ing It  with  the  States — its  only  appropriate 
•ource.  And  why  should  it  not  be  exercised 
by  the  States  t  It  originated  with  them.  They 
hJave  not  conceded  it  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment; they  could  not,  oonaiHtently  with  the 
power  they  retuned  over  the  persons  and 
property  of  their  oitizemL  concede  it  to  the 
Gttienl  Qovemment.  Toe  ooncesrion  <rf  it 
would  have  been  an  Implied  concession,  to  the 
General  Gkivemment,  or  the  power  to  regulate 
the  conduct  and  the  property  of  its  oiosens. 
It  would,  in  fact,  have  been  a  virtual  surrender, 
by  the  States,  of  sll  their  sovereign  power. 

Ur.  Prraident,  civil  society  is  a  nnit ;  a  moral 
agent;  a  sovereign,  which  preaoribes  by  ita 
trill,  and  enforces  the  obaerrance  of  its  pre- 
scriptions by  the  power  of  its  wilL  An  exe- 
ontion  law  is  but  a  display  of  the  remedial 
energies  of  this  will  This  will  is  a  stream 
that  never  ceases  to  flow,  nor  intermits  its  our- 
rent;  its  current  is,  to  be  sure,  sometimes  more 
Tspid  than  at  others.  In  times  of  adversity  It 
Ungers,  aa  it  flows  in  a  oirouitons  direction ;  in 
tli^  of  proeperit;,  it  rnahee  fbrvard  in  a  right 


line,  but  is  always  the  ssme;  always,  and  ne- 
cessarily, from  the  nature  of  sovereign  power, 
a  unit.  It  is  therefore,  I  ventored,  with  great 
deference,  to  differ  from  lli^  honors  in  the 
construction  of  tiie  process  act  of  178B.  That 
act  declared,  in  substance,  that  "  executions 
should  be  levied  and  carried  into  effect  accord- 
ing to  the  eseontion  laws  now  in  force  in  the 
several  States."  They  interpreted  the  word 
"  now "  to  mean  the  very  point  of  time  at 
whioh  that  act  went  into  effect,  and  confined 
its  effects  to  the  modification  of  the  exeoutioa 
law  of  each  State,  at  that  point  of  time ;  and 
made  that  interpretation  the  basis  of  the  neces- 
sity which  impelled  them  to  enact  the  rules  c^ 
court  which  I  have  mentioned.  The  wordnoto, 
in  that  act,  was,  in  my  humble  opinion,  suscep- 
tible of  a  mocb  broader  import  than  they  gave 
to  it ;  the  nature  of  the  aiibject  required  that 
a  broader  import  should  be  given  to  it ;  and 
words  should  always  be  construed  in  reference 
to  the  subiect-matter  to  which  they  relate. 
"  Novi  is  uie  time,  note  is  the  d^  of  salva- 
tion," is  a  text  containing  a  repetition  of  that 
ocJwri  of  time ;  and  who  would  oonsb^e  those 
words  to  refer  to  the  very  p<dnt  of  time  at 
which  they  were  ottered  I  who  could  reslriot 
their  import  to  a  shorter  period  than  the  life- 
time of  thoee  to  whom  they  are  addressed  f 
To  the  lifetime  ol  this  world — the  subject  to 
which  they  relato  t 

Mr.  President:  By  the  Constitution  of  the 
TTnited  States,  it  is  declared,  that  "the  Judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in 
one  Snpreme  Court,  and  such  inferior  courts  as 
the  Oongress  may,  from  time  to  time,  onlain 
and  eetabliah."  Pursuant  to  the  direction  of  this 
clause,  the  Oongress  oreaUd,  by  the  Judidary 
aot  in  1789.  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the  Ui^ted 
States,  by  the  creation  of  Oirouit  Oonrts— with 
tiie  direction,  that  the  jndges  of  those  courts 
should  couatitata  the  Supreoie  Court  By  the 
bill  00  the  table,  six  additional  Circuit  Courts, 
and  tiiree  additional  judges  are  lAmtt  to  bt  en- 
aUd.  This  bill  should  be  enacted  with  great 
caution :  for  the  bUl,  if  it  shall  pass,  will 
scarcely  have  gone  through  the  tbrms  neccaaarr 
to  give  it  the  validity  of  an  act,  before  it  wifi 
be  easerted  that  the  very  courts  and  Judges 
which  it  ereaUt,  were  or«atai  by  the  oonstitn- 
tion.  The  constitution  now  aeiu$;  the  six 
courts  and  three  Judges,  intended  to  be  oreattd 
by  that  bill,  do  not  now  asitt.  They  will  have 
been  created  by  this  bill,  and  will  exist,  if  ft 
shall  pass.  And  yet,  it  will  no  sooner  have 
passed  into  a  law,  than  it  will  be  sseerted  that 
these  dx  courts  and  three  judges,  which  will 
have  been  created  by  the  act,  were  created  by 
the  constitution.  The  whole  corps  will  assert 
it.  The  Bank  of  the  United  Stetca  will  back 
the  assertion  with  all  its  influence — with  its 
conviucing  metallic  intelligence — and  it  will  be 
in  vain  to  urge  that  the  power  of  Congress  to 
er«aU  and  destroy  this  conrt,  was  settled,  bj 
the  deliberate  sentiment  of  the  people,  in  1801 ; 
practically  setUed  in  the  repeal  of  the  ntA^iU. 
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Jn^duT,  of  memorabU  tiumuiry.  It  will  stdU 
be  oflMited,  and  re-awerted,  ttutt  thu  court  wu 
oraated  bytbe  constitiition;  and,  therafore,  tlie 
neoesdtj  of  eierciaing  oantion  in  its  crestdon. 
Fow«r  delegated  is  nerer  returned;  and  it  is 
extremely  difflonlc  to  reclaim  it. 

Hr.  President:  lamooeof thoaewbo  believe 
that  the  people  do  not  belong  to  the  Jadgee; 
that  the  omoe  of  Jadge  is  created  b;  the  people, 
fbr  their  oonvenieuoe,  and  may  be  racked  by 
the  same  power  that  created  it,  when  the  pab- 
llo  interest,  or  oonvenieDoe,  shall  reqnire  it. 
The  commisaion  of  the  jad^  is  but  his  letter  of 
attoniej,  but  the  evidence  of  his  anthority  to 
act  as  the  agent  of  the  people ;  which  may  be 
revoked,  like  all  other  poner,  at  the  pleasnre 
of  the  principaL  When  yoa  take  the  Ju^e 
from  the  office,  yon  mnst  proceed  by  impeach- 
ment, and  aot  by  the  oonstitntlonid  m^ority 
apon  him,  npon  uie  na'A.  When  yoa  wish  to 
take  the  office  from  the  Judge,  yon  do  it  by  the 


and  by  law  yon  can  repeal  tbem.  Thig  modem 
doctrine,  that  the  tenare  of  his  office  by  the 
Jodfn  wonid  be  too  precarioaa,  if  it  depended 
upon  the  will  of  the  people,  strikes  at  the  root 
en  free  goTemment.  Yoq  can  have  nothing  in 
free  gOTemment,  more  ttabU  than  the  will  of 
the  people. 

It  is  sbsnrd  to  look  to  the  will  of  the  Judge 
fbr  stability  in  government.  He  is  a  tyrant, 
when  be  snbstitntes  his  own  will  for  that  of  the 
people.  It  is  in  their  will,  and  not  ia  his,  that 
the  force  of  his  judgments  and  decrees  is  to  be 

Away  tbeo,  Mr.  President  with  all  this  de- 
Inrfve  Jargon,  abont  the  stability  of  the  jQdid- 
aty,  and  Uie  tnintiltnary  acd  restleea  Impatience 
at  the  people.  The  people  are  never  impatient, 
but  Duder  ni^QBt  privation-  it  has  been  the  mia- 
fbrtone  of  the  world,  that  the  people  have  al- 
ways been  too  forbearing  and  patient.  They 
never  act,  until  op^n-eesion  becomes  intolerable, 
and  then  it  is  nnh^pily  too  late.  They  awake 
only  to  their  wrongs,  when  their  liberty  ib 
gone,  and  with  it,  the  power  of  redressing  their 
WTODgB.  They  make  an  onavailiog  effort,  per- 
hM«  a  saooesdon  of  efforts,  to  vindicate  tlieir 
rignta ;  and  the  Dsarpera  impudently  impnte  to 
the  stragglee  made  to  save  their  htrerty,  a  reet- 
lessnesa  of  spirit,  in  the  people,  incompatible 
wiHi  its  enjoyment.  Sir,  all  experience  proves 
the  tmth  of  what  I  say.  Bir,  why  Bbouid  the 
people  Borrender  their  freedom!  Why  shonld 
tbey  Borrender  self-government  ?  Nature  made 
them  &«e,  gave  them  an  oiganic  fltneas  for  its 
eqjoyment,  azid  in  the  power  of  mil,  the  means 
Cf  muntaining  it.  Freedom  is  the  natural 
§tate  ot  man— -davery  is  a  forced  state ;  the  ac- 
tivity of  treedom  is  charged  apon  the  people,  as 
tbe  spirit  of  restlessness,  of  insnbordination,  and 
disorder.  Sir,  this  is  the  cant  of  power,  the  lol- 
laby  by  which  liberty  has  been  charmed  into  re- 
pose, and  shorn  of  her  strength  while  she  slept 
Are  not  the  air  we  breathe,  and  the  ocean  which 
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we  navigab^  mbject  to  agitationst  and  are  not 
thoee  agitationa  iniiiimiiij  to  their  purigr  and 
salubrity  ? 

BeposemaybefomidiiiadeqiotiBm  or  adiiD- 
geon,  bat  never  where  freedom  previulB.  Tba 
atmoqiheTe  of  freedom  is  like  ttta  natnral  at- 
mosphere^  teropeetnons — it  most  be  ao  to  ha 
healthy. 

Ifr.  Preddoit:  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  tb« 
liber^  of  the  people  depend^  eaaentiallj,  upon 
the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  I 
have  always  regretted  that  the  wise  men  who 
framed  the  Oonstitiition  of  the  United  St^tea 
antborized  the  Oongress  to  invest  the  Federal 
Jodidarj  with  the  Jorisdiotion  of  cases  between 
oitizens  of  different  States ;  between  aliens  and 
oitizena;  and  between  oitizeoa  of  tlie  same  State, 
claiming  lands  under  patents  derived  from  ^- 
ferent  States.  This  provision  imports  an  impD~ 
tation  against  the  St^ieo,  of  tillier  imbecili^,  or 
partiahty,  which  cannot  be  made  against  eor- 
ereign  Btat«B :  for  ndcher  weaknee^  wicked- 
ness, nor  inoompetonoy  of  any  kind,  cam  ba 
predicated  of  a  sovereign  Stata. 

This  provitdon,  therdbre,  impresead  the  stamp 
of  degradation  upon  the  Btatee,  at  the  vny  ori- 
gin of  the  General  OoTemment,  whkji  tba 
judges,  by  thur  repeated  deoinons  vacating 
State  laws,  have  heightened,  and  almost  rivet- 
ed, and  yet  the  provision  does  not  ^>pl7  ita 
impntation  to  Jhe  legislative  deparbnent  of 
the    State   QoTOmmeuts;    the  impaction  vp- 

flies  exolnnvely  to  the  Judicial  dqiartment;. 
t  was  not^  at  the  time  that  inatrmnent  waa 
formed,  so  fashionable  as  it  has  since  beoome, 
to  vili^  and  diqiarage  the  legislation  of  the 
States. 

The  Judiciary,  and  not  the  Le^datnre,  of  the 
States,  was  lAon  distrusted;  flow  it  is  the  Le^a- 
latnre,  and  not  the  Jndiciary — neither  ou^t, 
either  then  or  ncv.  to  be  distrarted  by  any,  but 
the  people  of  tbe  States  reepeotively.    The  anp- 

Cient  to  the  coastitotion,  which  created  the 
k  of  the  United  States,  and  oonferred  npon 
it  the  right  to  sue  and  be  sued,  in  the  Federal 
oonrts,  bos  (backed  by  the  inflnenoe  of  that  in- 
stitutlon)  had  a  most  dispara^ng  effect  upon 
the  States.  They  must  be  redeemed  from  this 
bad  inSnenoe,  if  we  are  destined  to  prosper ; 
the  States  must  be  left  to  manage  their  own  af- 
fairs; they  moBt  be  believed  to  be  competent 
to  that  taak — I  say  believed :  for  publU  spuMM 
is  the  taiing  or  detUroymg  force  of  ev erj  people. 
Bnt  I  have  been  tedions ;  I  plead  the  impor- 
tance of  the  enbject  as  an  imology. 

Hr.  Houfss  said  he  had  been  much  edifled 
by  the  able  remarks  of  the  gentleman  (rem 
Eentaokf ;  he  agreed  with  him  in  his  podtions, 
he  admitted  the  correctness  of  his  oonclnaiotts, 
and  yet  he  was  obliged  to  vote  against  tbe 
amendment.  It  wonld  be  necessary  in  a  ttw 
words  to  expMn  this  seeming  puadox.  S» 
should  not  attempt  to  follow  tne  gentleman  in 
his  general  remarks  in  regard  to  the  origin  of 
Government,  inasmuch  as  he  deemed  them  in 
somemeaaorennneoeasai?.    It  waa  n^wofitablt 
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for  OS  to  go  ba^  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of 
oar  TaspeotiTe  GoTenunents.  In  tracing  the 
}>edigree  of  &  fiunilj,  Jir.  H.  sud,  it  would 
sometimes  happen  that  we  come  to  some  i^effiti- 
tnate;  bo  it  wm  in  regard  to  Govermnent.  No 
GoverDmeat  in  the  world  th&t  ever  has  existed, 
or  that  does  now  eziat,  bat  bad  its  existence  by 
nmrpatioo.  TLat  ia,  there  is  no  Government  in 
the  world,  and  there  never  has  been  any,  where 
tlie  whole  will  of  Uie  people  was  bronf^t  to 
'bear  in  the  creation  of  ttiat  Government ;  and 
when  that  is  the  case,  the  rights  of  some  are 
Bsnrped.  Onr  own  Cfovemment,  Mr.  II.  said, 
■was  emphatically  a  nsnrpation.  The  very  con- 
stitDtion  nnder  which  uiey  were  now  acting, 
Tvas  in  direct  violation  of  spre-existdng  Govern- 
aent,  or  compact.  The  Confederacy  provided 
there  should  be  no  alteration  bt  that  ^stem, 
withonttheconsent  of  every  State  in  the  Union; 
and  tlie  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vided, tiftt  when  nine  States  ont  of  the  thirteen 
afaonld  agree  to  it,  it  ahonld  be  a  Oonstitntional 
Oovemmeat;  thereby  ezdnding  fonr  ont  of 
thirteen,  taking  away  their  oonnderation,  and 
instltating  a  new  OoTemment,  withont  their 
consent,  when  tliere  was  an  express  providon 
In  the  Confederation  that  these  articles  ahoaid 
Dot  be  altered,  unless  every  State  cooseoted. 

With  regard  to  the  first  amendment  proposed 
by  the  sentleman  from  Kentncky,  Mr.  H. 
thought  the  doctrines  it  embraced  were  gene- 
rally nnqnestionably  correct.  The  genUeman 
had  made  some  remarks  on  implied  power. 
Power,  Mr.  H.  sud,  was  always  progressive ; 
!t  never  retrograded,  It'always  had  been  pro- 
ceeding on,  and  always  womd  be  so,  nnder 
every  attempt  to  restrain  IL  This  woold  be 
fbe  case  in  every  Govermnent  and  in  none 
more  than  onrs ;  nor  did  he  believe,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  tliat  the  Judiciary 

f>wer  was  the  only  one  that  wsa  progreadve. 
y  onr  legialation,  Mr.  H,  aaid,  wo  threw  too 
mucli  into  the  hands  of  the  Jadioiatv ;  and  if 
they  passed  the  Bankrupt  BiH  which  had  been 
reported  (o  the  Senate,  they  would  give  the 
Judiciary  more  additional  power  than  any  act 
which  had  passed  Congreaa  aince  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  would  go  farther  than  the  gentieman  from 
Kentucky  did.  That  gentleman  considered  the 
Judicial  power  as  a  monarchy ;  Mr.  H.  said  he 
oottsidoKd  it  as  something  more :  a  monarchy 
was  generally  limited  by  the  l^ialative  power ; 
there  are  few  monarchies  that  are  above  it; 
but  how  is  it  with  the  Judiciary  1  Onr  Con- 
greaa of  the  TJnit«d  States  is  one  limited  in 
their  legislation  by  the  constitution.  It  is  not 
its  expounder ;  it  is  not  an  efficient  eiponnder, 
becanse,  though  we  may  explain  the  oonstitn- 
tion, and  pass  a  law  on  our  own  expo^tion, 
jet  that  law  b  to  be  expounded  by  the  Judges. 
But  they  can  expound  onr  constitution,  and 
have  efficient  power  to  carry  their  decree  into 
effect  Ton  nave  none.  "Diey  have  done  it : 
they  issued  their  mandamns  to  Yii^ia,  and 
she  not  obeying,  they  issued  a  deoree,  and 
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executed  it  by  the  hand  of  their  own  marshal. 
The  oonatitution  ia  above  Congress,  but  th« 
judicial  power  ia  thus  above  the  oonstitation: 
beoauae  they  having  the  right  to  expound  that 
constitution  their  own  way,  yon  have  no  con- 
trol over  them,  and  they  make  of  that  oqpstita- 
tion  what  their  exposition  shall  please.  I 
would  go  very  tax  to  restrain  this  judicial 
power :  J  wonld  require  unanimity  in  the  Judges 
ia  all  oonatitutional  qucetions;  at  least  mortt 
then  a  mt^rity ;  still  I  would  not  encumber 
this  bill.  The  want  of  this  bill  is  a  subjeot  at 
universal  complaint  in  the  Western  countrr. 
We  have  been  trying  h)  get  aomethiog  to  aotisfy 
them  for  several  sessions  past,  and  we  have  hit 
on  this  as  the  least  otjeotionable ;  and,  sir.  If 
we  pass  this  bill  with  those  amendments,  which 
will  be  debated  in  this  and  the  other  House,  it 
will  be  hanging  a  millstone  about  the  neck  of 
the  bill,  which  will  sink  it.  If  the  gentlemao 
will  bring  forward  a  bill  embracing  this  prin- 
ciple, I  will  go  with  him,  and  discuss  it.  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  I  should  vote  for  the  prlo- 
ciple,  and  even  go  fartiier.  The  gentieman  will 
recoUect  that  one  of  hia  objects  is  perhaps  at> 
tained.  Of  what  does  he  complain  I  Of  danger 
totbeStateGovenunentst  Why  was  this  Senate 
constituted  the  guardian  of  State  Governments  I 
Was  it  to  rnard  the  large  States  againtt  the  small  I 
No,  sir,  the  reverse.  It  was  to  guard  the  small 
States  Bg^nst  the  large,  to  prevent  them  l>eing 
swallowed  up  by  the  large  ones.  By  inereashut 
the  number  of  judges,  what  is  tLe  result?  It 
would  be  diffioult  to  take  all  these  Judges  from 
the  large  States ;  if  they  are  limited  to  flva  or 
to  seven,  as  at  present,  it  would  seem  neosft- 
sarlly  to  result,  tbat  these  large  K:ates  having 
BO  maoh  more  to  (^ve,  the  Judges  would  b« 
selected  from  them.  They  coming  from  a  larg« 
State,  would  entertain  the  same  foeUngs  of  ths 
State  they  came  from ;  and  they  would  have  a 
national  in  opposition  to  State  feeling.  If  iho 
nmnber  ia  increased  to  ten,  a  portion  of  them 
must  be  taken  from  the  small  States.  Thg 
rights  of  the  small  States  ore  to  be  guarded: 
and  that  is  the  reason  we  hear  of  an  equal 
representation.  Instead,  therefore,  of  inoreaa- 
ing  the  danger  by  Increasii^  the  number,  yon 
diminish  it.  This  is  one  of  the  reaaons  why  I 
was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  tbs 
other  day.  I  was  in  favor  of  Uirowing  the 
district  of  small  States  together,  liiat  they 
might  have  an  opportmutT  of  having  a  j^^ 
who  would  have  some  feeding  in  favor  of  t£a 
rights  of  the  States  against  tlie  national  ri^t. 
One  part  of  the  object  wished  for  by  the  sen- 
tieman  from  Kentuo^,  is  already  obttinsa  in 
this  bilL  The  object  is  to  require  a  greatar 
nimnlmity  of  the  Judges  in  deoiding  certain 
constitutional  qnestionB.  There  is  ^aeier  una- 
nimity required  by  the  judges  by  this  bill  in  de- 
eding all  questions.  Does  the  Senate  under-  * 
stand  met  At  the  present  number,  seven, 
one-seventh  may  create  9  mi^orltv.  By  the 
bill  before  yon,  (increasing  the  number  to  toij 
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Itj.  One-flflh  is  more  th&n  one-seveiith.  Yon 
nqoire  nz  oat  of  ten,  that  i«,  one  in  five ;  fon 
require  now  only  one  in  eevea ;  the  m^oritj, 
therefora,  by  tiis  bill,  will  be  greater. 

Mr.  White,  of  TennetBee,  uid  he  sbonld  not 
diacDM  the  geoeral  principle*  of  the  bill,  or 
the  ftmendmetits  of  tbe  gentl^nmui  £roni  K!en- 
tocky.  For  himself  whatever  opinion  he  en- 
tratained  of  the  prlnoiplee  inTolved  in  tbeee 
amendments,  he  ebonld  be  constrained  at  pree- 
ant  to  vote  against  them.  The  olject  of  the 
flnt  amendment  was  to  modify  one  of  the 
■eclionB  of  the  original  bill  pa»ed  bj  the 
House  of  Repreeentativeo.  Aooording  to  that, 
said  Mr.  W.,  the  Sapreme  Conrt  ia  to  oonaist 
of  ten  Jndgea,  and  biz  of  these  are'  to  form  a 
qnomm  for  doing  hnBinesa.  The  first  part  of 
uie  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Eentncky,  is  to  reqnire  the  oononrrenoe 
(tf  the  opiniona  of  seven  of  theee  jodges,  in  a 
certain  dasa  of  caoees  that  may  he  orooght 
before  them.  The  seoond  part  of  the  amend- 
ment emtmtces  a  new  principle ;  it  is  a  new 
nlfjeat,  not  tonohed  opon  in  the  original  bill 
in  any  of  the  tectiods.  For  myself,  were  I 
«ver  so  well  aataafled  that  both  the  principles 
«mbraoed  in  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  fh>m  Eentncky,  onght  to  be  adopt- 
ed, I  ahonid  be  decidedly  of  opinkm  that  neither 
of  them  onght  to  be  incorporated  with  the 
present  bill.  I  believe  it  ia  a  matter  of  great 
unportanoe,  that  this  bill  should  pass — &mly 
beueving,  aa  I  do,  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
United  States  wiU  be  benefited  by  baring, 
effeotnally,  the  operation  of  the  Oircuit  Coorta 
of  the  United  States.  I  should  not  feel  justified 
in  adopting  any  amendment  whatever,  which 
would  endanger  the  passwe  of  the  original  bill. 
That  will  be  the  effect  of  introdnoing  the  pro- 
posed amendments  t  The  probability  is,  that 
tliey  will  defeat  all  the  benefits  that  are  ei- 
peoted  to  be  derived  from  an  extenrnm  <rf  the 
oircnit  courts  to  nine  of  the  States  of  this 
Union.  It  will  defeat  all  the  benefits  which 
that  portion  of  the  United  States  expected  to 
derive  from  an  improvement  in  the  Judiciary 
of  the  United  States.  We  are  now  acting  on 
a  bill  which  has  passed  all  the  forms  of  legida- 
tion  in  the  other  House :  and  if  we  adopt  thia 
amendment,  what  is  the  consequence!  The 
bill  must  be  returned  to  the  otner  branch  of 
the  Legislature  for  their  concnrrenoe ;  end  it  is 
not^robable  that  they  will  take  them  np  to 
give  them  that  deliberate  examination  whioh 
wiU  be  neoessary,  to  gain  them  the  sanction  of 
a  m^rity  of  that  House.  If  they  are  intro- 
duced here  or  there,  in  the  foim  of  a  distinct 
bill,  it  will  have  three  readings,  and  there  will 
be  ample  opportunity  for  the  discmsion  of  the 
prindples  on  which  each  branch  of  the  amend- 
ment reats;  and  after  nndergoing  a  fair  and 
'  thorough  connderation,  it  will  be  adopted  or 
i^ected.  I  am  unwilling  to  Jeopardize  the 
b«iefita  which  will  result  from  the  original 
tnU,  by  Introdncing  these  amendments)  or  any 
oilier,  that  embraoa  any  prinoipie  of  a  general 
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nature,  that  will  require  mnidk  ooawderetion 
before  a  m^ority  of  that  Honse  wiU  yield  its 
consent. 

Mr.  Yur  BuBiK  said  he  had  listened  with 
great  attention  and  profit  to  the  gentlemtm 
from  Eentncky,  on  the  sabject  of  lua  proposed 
amendment;  bnt  he  conld  not  vote  for  it  in 
the  form  in  which  it  now  stood.  Kot  that  be 
was  opposed  to  the  principle,  but  be  did  not 
think  they  were  properly  connected  with  tb« 
bill  now  under  connderation.  The  general 
role,  Ht.  V.  B.  said,  which  would  infloance  hia 
mind  on  this  snlfject,  had  already  been  stated 
by  Uie  gentlemen  from  Uaine  and  TenueBsee ; 
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of  Judges  to  unite  in  the  decision  in 
cases,  uiat  subject  was  proposed  when  this  bill 
was  under  conriderstioa  in  the  other  Honae; 
it  w>a  discussed  at  large,  and  was  redsted  there 
on  the  same  grotma  on  which  it  is  resisted 
here,  and  was  mially  r^ected.  It  was  in  order, 
and  proper,  Mr.  V.  B,  said,  to  advert  to  it. 
They  knew,  in  all  probabili^,  that  the  adop- 
tion of  it  here,  wonld  serve  no  other  pditkmq 
thsn  to  retard  the  passage  of  the  bill,  whidi  he 
believed  was  necessary  shonld  soon  be  passed, 
that  the  advantages  expected  to  tie  derired 
from  it  might  soon  be  realized. 

With  respect  to  the  second  branch  of  the 
amendment,  that  subject  also  had  been  referred 
to  tbe  Jodiciary  Oommittee,  and  had  received 
a  good  deal  of  their  time  and  attention ;  and 
for  himself  Mr.  Y.  B.  said,  he  thonght  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  ftom 
Eentncky,  with  some  medication,  wonld 
remedy  uie  existing  eviL  The  propodtion  wm 
in  itedf  proper  e£A  right;  and  he  shonld  be 
willing  to  unite  in  a  report  of  the  Jndiciaty- 
Oommittee,  recomending  its  adoption,  with 
some  alteration  of  the  details.  There  is  a  bill 
now  pending  in  the  other  House,  contuninf 
the  same  provisions,  as  far  as  the  United 
States  are  concerned.  When  that  bill  came 
here,  Mr,  V.  B,  sud,  or  when  the  JndicUrr 
Committee  were  refeired  to  on  the  subject,  he 
would  lend  his  aid  to  carry  into  c&ct  the 
views  of  the  gentieman  from  Eentncky  on 
these  two  ot^ecta.  He  was  certain  that  some 
modification  would  be  necessary ;  it  i 


that  had    but  recenUy  been  brought 

d,  connected  with  this  bill,  be 

was  opposed  to  it,  for  the  reasons  he  bad  stated. 


before  them,  and,  connected  with  this  b 
as  opposed  to  i^  for  the  reasons  he  bad ; 
Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  the  aiaead- 

ment,  uid  lost, 

TrnomAT,  April  11. 
Judidat  S)/ttem. 
Mr.  BoBBCTs,  of  Bhode  Island,  addressed  tlie 
Senate,  as  follows : 

The  only  effect  of  the  proposed  amendmeat, 
is  to  apply  tbe  present  system  to  parts  of  the 
oonntry  to  which  it  is  not  now  applicable ;  so  far 
it  is  a  remedy,  such  sa  it  is ;  so  far  it  si^pliea 
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an  existing  defect ;  bat  the  evil  of  the  Bjatem 
Itself^  the  intrinsic  evil,  and  that  is  great,  and 
one  that  calls  loudly  for  redress,  is  left  withont 
anj  remedy  at  all ;  indeed,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment tends  rather  to  a^ravate  that  evil.  And 
what  makes  the  proposed  amendment  the  more 
BgKTaTBtJng  IB,  that  a  remedy  for  this  intrinuo 
evu  vronld  snpply  the  defeat  to  be  sapolied  bj 
the  amendment  and  snppi;  it  in  a  mnch  better 
manner  than  will  be  done  by  the  ameadment : 
and  fiuther,  that,  by  adopting  the  proposed 
amendment,  we  pat  uie  remedy  of  the  intrinsie 
evil  oat  of  onr  power,  sow  and  hereafter,  hut 
with  veiy  great  inconTenience  and  diffiomty : 
indeed,  if  this  amendment  is  adopted,  for  one, 
I  shall  despur  of  ever  living  to  see  that  remedy 
Bp'^ied. 

The  defect  now  proposed  to  be  tnppUed,  is 
a  growing  defect;  the  time  is  coming  when 
this  growing  defect  will  call  for  another  snpply 
of  Jndges ;  having  began  with  this  plan,  we 
mast  go  on  with  It ;  and  the  Supreme  Oonrt 
will  become  so  nnmeroas  that  the  sense  of  in- 
dividoal  responsibility  will  be  lost  bj  being 
divided  with  the  nombera  that  will  compose  it. 

Svmerva  d^etidit :  this  ought  never  to  be 
applicable  to  a  Judiciary  body.  It  will  in  this 
way  become  applicable  to  the  Supreme  Oonrt 
of  the  nation,  and  nambers  will  defend  it ;  will 
ehelter  the  individnal  from  individnal  responsi- 
bility to  public  opinion ;  that  best  of  all  pos- 
rible  securities  against  his  inattention,  against 
bis  negligence.  It  is  no  answer  to  say  yon  wUl 
ha-ve  this  secmdty  as  to  the  judge  on  hia  oirooit 
— that  signifies  nothing,  if  yon  are  to  lose  it 
agiun  on  the  Supreme  bench. 

It  doee  tend  to  this — it  will  oome  to  Uiie  in 
time;  that  this  mnltitndinons  Snpreme  Court 
win  be  little  better  thou  a  mere  registering 
oonrt  of  the  Judgments  and  of  the  decrees  of 
the  inferior  courts.  This  is  the  natural,  the 
necessary  tendency  of  the  principle  on  which 
Ton  are  makins  this  amendment ;  I  see  it  pl^- 
ly ;  it  is  too  obvious  not  to  be  seen,  I  snonld 
ttdolc,  by  every  one — it  most,  it  will  come  to 
'  this  result.  For,  when  our  prosent  territories 
shall  be  States;  when  some  of  onr  present 
States  shall  beoome  divided  into  other  States, 
as  they  probably  will  be ;  when  the  whole 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  from  the  Alleghanies 
to  the  Rocky  Monntams,  from  the  Lakes  to  the 
Golf  of  Ueiioo,  shall  be  f  nil  of  people,  foil  of 
business,  fall  of  wealth ;  (and  time  is  rapidly 
rolling  on  (his  state  of  things,)  will  your  fonr 
Itinerant  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  soffice 
for  the  courts  of  these  boundless  regions  of 
oonntry  t  for  these  coonUeas  multitudes  of  men, 
compared  with  which,  any  one  kingdom  of 
Europe  would  dwindle  Into  insignidcanoe  ? 
No,  sir,  not  fonr,  nor  ten  times  fonr,  would 
Bomoe.  Yet  this  is  the  very  state  of  things 
Into  which  yon  are  precipit&tiog  the  ooontry, 
by  adopting  this  amendment;  by  riveting 
upon  the  countrr  the  necessity  of  going  on 
with  this  miserable  system  of  adding  and  Add- 
ing and  adding  Judges  upon  Judges,  and  Judges 
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upon  Judgee,  to  constitute  yonr  Supreme  Oonrt 
Sir,  it  wiU  not  do — it  is  infatuation  to  tMnk  it 
will  do.  It  is  worse  than  tampering  with  a 
malady;  it  is  applying  a  remedy  that  is  in 
itself  a  disease,  or  the  cause  of  disease,  and 
mnch  worse  than  the  malady  itself;  a  reme^ 
aa  much  worse  as  bad  metUcine,  as  poison  te 
even  worse  than  no  remedy  at  all. 

No  man  has  s^d,  no  man  will  say,  that  this 
plan  of  a  Judicisry  will  do  for  any  length  of 
time.  All  agree  that  it  will  not  do ;  tiiat 
sooner  or  later  it  must  be  abandoned,  and  a 
difCbrent  plan  adopted ;  one  better  adapted  to 
the  cironmstanoes,  and  to  the  fhtnre  progressive 
grovrth  of  the  country.  But  the  advocates  cdf 
Qie  plan  content  themselves  with  saying  that 
it  will  do  for  the  present,  and  for  a  while; 
perhaps  for  twenty  years  to  come ;  and  odd, 
not  very  commendabiy,  let  those  that  come 
after  us  provide  themselves  a  better.  Is  this 
the  language  proper  for  a  grave  and  provident 
le^alatnre,  upon  so  grave  a  concern  as  a  Judi- 
ciary for  the  country  t  Of  all  things,  ought  a 
reform  of  a  Judiciary  to  be  a  temporary  ex- 

Klient? — knowing  that  it  must  be  temporuy, 
owing  that  it  must  give  place  to  a  better,  and 
knowing  that  it  must  operate  oa  an  impediment 
to  a  better.  And  will  it  be  no  impediment 
to  those  that  come  after  us  to  have  a  host  of 
snpemnmerary  judges  on  hand,  which  your 
proposed  plan  will  nave  entailed  upon  them  t 
Will  not  that  be  an  argument  with  them  to  go 
on  as  you  will  have  began?  But  yon  admit 
that  they  cannot  go  on ;  that  they  mnst,  this 
difQculty  notwithstanding,  abandon  your  plan 
and  adopt  another.  And  why  will  ^^j  ad<n>t 
another!  Beoaus^  and  only  beoanse,  the 
reasons  raoommending  it  will  make  it  a  pref^ 
able  plan :  and  pray,  are  not  the  same  reasons 
as  good  for  osas  they  will  be  for  them  t  Surely 
they  are :  for  the  reasons  must  arise  ttora  toe 
nature  of  the  thing  itself  which  mast  be  the 
same  now  as  then ;  must  arise  from  the  superior 
intrinsio  excellence  of  the  system  to  be  adopted, 
compared  with  the  system  in  practice.  We  go 
on,  Uien,  if  we  proceed  with  the  plan  propos^ 
upon  the  presumption  that  those  who  oome 
i^r  OS  will  be  wiser  men  than  we  are ;  so 
mnch  wiser,  as  to  undo  what  we  shall  have 
done,  and  do  for  themselves  what  we  ought  to 
have  done  for  ourselves  and  for  them  too. 
Why  do  we  do  any  thing  now  t  Becaose  some- 
thing must  be  done  to  appease  the  complaints 
of  tuose  parts  of  the  country  to  which  the 
present  system  does  not  extend  itself— we  ex- 
tend the  system  to  them  to  i^eaae  thoee  com- 
plunts ;  and  why  do  we  not  go  farther,  and 
make  the  system  what  it  ought  to  be.  and  what 
we  admit  it  finally  must  be  t  Why,  I  ask 
ag^!  Is  it  becaose  some  difflcoltiea  are  to 
be  overcome)  Some  divided  opinions  to  be 
reconciled  t  Some  pr^ndices  of  difibrent  tdnds 
to  be  encountered  f  Is  it  Uien  the  part  of 
statesmen,  not  to  wrestle  with  difflculbea,  and 
overcome  them,  but  to  evade  them  by  shifla 
and  temporsfy  ezpedientst    It  is  tlie  moit 
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short-alghted  of  all  polioj'  In  all  pnrsnits, 
whether  hj  indiTidads  or  hj  the  public. 
DiScollJefl  evaded,  but  Dot  overcome,  ore  sore 
to  ntam  apon  m  again  and  ageht,  till  the^ 
either  master  ns,  or  ve  master  them.  Surely 
then  it  is  better  for  oa  to  meet,  and  to  oreroome 
them,  if  possible,  in  the  first  encoonter.  I  said 
that  the  intrlnaio  evil  of  tlie  present  sjatem 
wa»  great,  aod  one  that  called  londlj  for  re- 
dresB.  Now,  what  is  that  intrinsic  evU  ?  It  ia 
this ;  that  the  final  JoBtJoe  of  the  ooantr;  Is  so 
Obatmcted  by  delay,  and  encumbered  with  ex- 
pense, that  it  is  in  effect  denied  to  the  great 
body  of  the  oituena ;  an  enl  that  ia  DeoeBsafy 
and  inherent  in  the  system  itself  as  at  present 
organized ;  and  is  a  growing  evil. 

As  to  the  fact  of  delay,  it  is  too  notoriooa  to 
require  formal  proof;  if  doabted  by  any  one, 
that  donbt  will  be  removed  by  inspecting  the 
docket  of  that  conrt ;  the  delay  of  trial  by  the 
oonrse  of  the  docket,  and  in  that  course  is  abont 
three  years.  The  delay  is  gtuning  gronnd  from 
year  to  year,  and  it  most  keep  gaining.  At 
the  late  term,  only  thirty-^  causes  were  dia-' 
posed  of  in  the  regolar  oonrae  of  the  docket, 
and  ^zty-three  new  ooaea  were  entered ;  and 
of  Qie  entries  in  the  vacation,  we  do  not  know 
how  many  there  will  be,  but  probably  a  oon- 
^erable  nomber.  The  docket  now  stands  at 
abont  two  hundred.  And  it  is  nothing  bnt 
this  very  great  delay,  and  the  serions  evils  at- 
tending it,  that  prevents  the  entries  from  being 
mnoh  more  nnmerons,  even  more  than  double 
what  they  now  are.  Nothing,  in  a  word,  pre- 
veota  the  delay  from  being  at  this  moment 
alti^tiier  intolerable,  bnt  the  difflonlties  inter- 
posed between  the  oiUtea  and  the  final  Jnstice 
of  the  conutry. 

It  is  proverbial  that  the  delayof  Jnalioeis 
Jtutioe:  it  ia  troe  as  most  proverbial  sayings 
are.  It  often  happens  that  there  is  no  differ- 
enoe  between  the  denial  of  jnstice  and  its  long 
del^;  it  oomefl  too  late  when  the  unhappy 
mitor  has  become  the  victim  of  its  delay ;  a  too 
frequent  result. 

But  the  enormons  expense  and  consequential 
lossee  caused  by  tiie  delay,  is  a  still  greater 
evil ;  many  a  citizen  is  thereby  shut  oat,  and 
cot  off  from  all  ocoess  to  the  final  Justice  of  his 
eountxy.  Men  of  moderate  circumstances,  and 
this  is  the  condition  cf  the  great  body  of  the 
citizens,  cannot  encoimter  these  expenses  and 
the  other  evils  of  this  delay ;  they  must  oom- 
promise  in  preference,  in  the  best  manner  they 
can ;  if  they  do  not,  they  incur  certain  ii^nry, 
they  rvk  their  probable  ruin.  And  what  a 
Jamoioiy  ia  that,  where  only  the  rich  can  com- 
mand ita  final  Jnstioe,  and  where  the  middling 
nlnnnnn  must  t^e  of  the  rich  only  snoh  Justice 
as  they  may  volnntarily  oooord  them  t  I  say, 
tike  wealthy  litigant  is  enabled  by  this  system 
to  diotat«  his  own  t«nns  of  compromise  to  his 
antagonist  who  is  not  wealthy.  He  has  done 
it,  and  mar  always  do  it. 

Now,  what  is  proposed  as  the  r«nedyof  this 
•Til  t  p^qKMed  by  this  bill,  I  mean.    It  is  the 
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addition  of  abont  twenty  days  to  die  unnniil 
term  of  the  Supreme  Oomi.  Can  any  one  sup- 
pose that  this  can  remove  the  evil  t  So  &r  as 
it  goes,  it  palliates  the  evil ;  but  aa  a  remedy 
it  does  not  deserve  the  name.  I  do  not  thintc 
it  wili  reduce  the  present  delay  at  all ;  it  may 
keep  down  the  evU  to  what  it  now  is,  for  a 
time ;  it  may  balance  the  gradnal  increase  of 
the  business  of  the  court  from  the  gradnal  in- 
crease of  the  businesa  of  the  country ;  bntmore 
than  this  it  cannot  be  expected  to  do ;  nor  this 
for  any  great  length  of  time ;  then  it  leaves  it  to 
become  a  growing  evil,  as  it  has  been.  It  mojr 
enable  the  court  to  dispose  of  ten  or  fifteen  casea 
than  they  now  can  at  the  term.  This  will 
xoeed,  probably  will  not  equal,  the  tnnnrf 
ase  of  uie  annual  docket 

Now,  what  is  the  remedy  for  this  Intiinsie 
evil  of  the  system  itself?  It  is  this — to  confine 
tlie  Supreme  Oonrt  to  the  dnties  of  the  Sa- 
preme  Oonrt.  Then  the  buriness  of  eveir 
term  will  be  draie  at  every  term ;  then  die 
court  might  bold  different  tenuB,  annually,  at  dif- 
ferent places,  and  accommodate,  thereby,  every 
part  of  tbe  union.  This  would  remove  the  evU 
of  delay  entirely— would  reduce  the  costs  of 
litigation  within  reasonable  limits — would  pnC 
the  final  Jnstice  of  the  country  within  the  limits 
of  the  country — would  remove  complaint — 
would  give  satis&ction.  No  one  con  say  that 
tbis  plui  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  private 
suitors;  and  why  should  not  that  interest  be 

insulted,    even   especially   consulted!     The 

'eat  mass  of  litigation  is  on  individual  concern. 

'hy,  tiien,  tiie  interest  of  the  private  suitors 
should  not  be  consulted,  and  especially  consult- 
ed, I  cannot  understand,  but,  for  some  reason, 
I  do  not  know  what,  that  interest  is  not  r^ard- 
ed.  If  the  Legislature,  or  any  of  ita  member^ 
are  jealous  of  the  Jndiciary---(I  see  no  reason 
for  any  Jealousy) — but,  if  they  ore  JeolouB,  is 
that  a  reason  why  the  interest  of  the  private 
~  itors  ahould  not  be  consulted?  The  power 
tbe  Judiciary  is  what  the  constitution  nukes 
it,  and  must  be,  till  the  constitution  is  altered; 
and  a  modification  of  the  system  that  would 
oonfine  the  Supreme  Oonrt  to  the  duties  of  the 
Supreme  Oonrt.,  will  not  enlarge  or  diinitiinh 
that  power;  but  would  leave  it  just  what  It 
now  is.  If  the  States,  or  any  or  them,  have 
tlteir  grie&  or  their  fearsj  occaidoned  or  alarm- 
ed by  this  department^  with  or  without  reason, 
why  should  that  be  permitted  to  affect  the 
interests  of  the  private  suitors  I  If  the  prostra- 
tion of  State  rights,  or  if  the  consolidation  of 
the  Union  be  the  danger  felt  or  affected,  thia 
danger  is  independent  of  the  modification  of 
the  i^stem — it  is  onoffeeted  by  this  modtfiooticHk 
— it  is  neither  more  nor  less  on  account  of  tiam 
modification. 

Agun:  this  separation — (but  if  what  I  am 
now  going  to  say  should  excite  some  scrj^ise^ 
let  me  be  heard  out  without  prepossession ; 
let  it  be  considered  before  it  be  r^ect^d ;  let 
me  say,  with  Themistooles,  "  strike,  but  hear 
me  ")— -I  say,  Hien,  &at  thia  serparaticn  ot  tbs 
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datiefl  of  tho  tvo  jnrisdiotioiU)  the  oii^nai 
and  the  sppellst«^  was  intended  and  expected 
bj  the  constitution.  The  oonstitatioa  does  not 
malie  tt  Jadge  of  the  Snpreme  Oonrt,  ex-offioio, 
a  Judge  of  the  inferior  oomte.  He  maj  be 
made  bo  hj  Bpeoiol  appointmeDt  and  ooomiie- 
Qon ;  hot  he  is  not  so  ex-offlcio.  The  oontrary 
eonatTDotion  and  practice  onder  it,  is  one  that, 
one  day,  may  give  rise  to  qnestions  tliat  ma; 
inTOlie  apoBeqneuoeB  it  vere  much  better  to 
KToid.  It  ta&j  do  w^  enough  as  long  as  in- 
dividoals  alone  are  oonoemed.  Bnt  a  tdme 
ma;  oome,  (Qod  forbid  that  it  ehould  come,) 
when  combinations  of  man,  onder  the  ooa- 
Diranoe  or  o^tenance  of  a  State  or  States, 
sliall  renM  the  execution  of  tbe laws;  andahaU 
defend  thetnaelves,  or  be  de&nded,  on  the 
groimd,  that  the  inferior  oonrta  have  no  oon- 
stitntional  power  to  enforce  them.  It  is  easj 
to  conceive  bow  tbis  might  involve  the  GK>v- 
emment  in  difBoolties  of  the  most  embarrass- 
ing nature ;  it  is  not  DecesBarr  to  point  them 
ont ;  the;  will  snggest  themselvae  to  everj  re- 
flecting mind.  Is  it  advisable  to  leave  the 
ooontiy  exposed  to  this  possible  danger )  It 
may  be  s^d  that  this  danger  may  be  prevents 
ed  bj  special  appointment  and  oomnuasion  of 
the  Jndgee  of  the  8iq>reme  Oonrt  as  Jodgee  of 
the  mfenor  coorte. 

Bnt  would  this  be  advisable  nowt  Is  it  not 
too  late ;  would  it  not  tend  to  throw  a  donbt 
over  qneetions  that  are  now  considered  as  at 
res^  and  which  ought  to  be  so  considered; 
over  the  whole  train  of  deoidon  heretofore 
made  bj  the  inferior  oonrtsl  Will  it  be  s^d 
that  this  danger  is  built  npon  an  Imaginary 
firandation  t  I  pnt  it  to  every  lawyer  ui  the 
Senate,  to  say  if  the  oouatitntion  makes  a  jndge 
of  thp  Supreme  Court,  ex-oScio,  a  Judge  of 
the  inferior  courts.  The  ocnstitntion  veets 
the  Judicial?  power  in  one  Supreme  Oonrt^  and 
in  such  inferior  oonrta  as  Oongreoa  shall  estab- 
lish; it  ^vea  to  theee  infwior  oourta  the 
original  JnrisdictiDn,  and  the  q>pellste  Jorisdio- 
taon  to  the  SnprMne  Oonrt;  bnt  it  does  not  s^ 
that  the  jadgea  of  the  Sapreme  Oonrt  sliaU  be 
Judges  of  the  inferior  conrta,  as  it  would  have 
■aid,  had  this  been  intended ;  bnt  it  does  say 
wliat  amounts  to  saying  the  ctmtraiy ;  it  says, 
"  that  tht  judges  both  of  the  Supreme  and  In- 
ferior Courts,  shall  hold  their  offices,"  &c.; 
olearly  implying  that  the  Judges  are  to  be 
different  parsons.  I  ask  the  learned  lawyers 
of  this  Senate,  whether  the  Judges  of  the  8a- 
jmme  Oonrt  are,  ex-offldo,  Judg^  of  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  t  Why  not,  if  they  are,  ex-ofloio, 
jodgea  of  the  inferior  oonrts,  of  which  the  dis- 
trict is  one  t  But  will  any  one  pretend  this  t 
I  piesmne  no  one.  I^  then,  the  oonttitulion 
Intends  a  separation  of  the  two  Jurisdictions, 
and  to  have  them  exercised  by  oiSerent  per- 
ion^  why  should  we  hesitate  to  make  the 
aeparation,  when  it  is  required  by  the  constitu- 
tion, and  reoommended  by  the  special  interest 
of  every  suitor  to  those  Jurisdictions. 

It  appears  to  ma,  also,  to  be  wrong  in  {ainol- 


ple,  that  the  two  jurisdictions  should  be  blended 
together,  and  exercised  by  the  same  person.  To 
give  an  tq[>peBl  fiom  a  judge  to  the  same  Jndgb 
would  be  a  mockery  of  the  soitor;  the  pride  of 
opinion,  the  pride  of  oonsistency,  the  pride  at 
reputation,  incident  to  human  na!tnre,  and  in- 
separable  maa  it,  and  to  be  found  in  the  Jndge 
as  well  as  in  every  other  man,  woold  make  sn^ 
&a  appeal  a  mere  mookery  to  him.  Who,  in  hla 
senses,  would  expect  a  Judge  to  convict  himself 
of  error  of  omnion  t  If  th««  are  some  instancea 
on  record,  thej  are  few,  preciona  fsw,  indeed,  of 
such  magnanimity ;  tiie  very  admiration  whioh 
they  exdte,  is  aproof  how  very  little  they  are  to 
be  expected.  "Dm  appeal  here,  it  is  true,  is  to 
the  same  Judg^  ooqjmntlT  with  the  ottier  Judges; 
bnt  he  iumself  Aim,  or  aeclines  ritting,  aooord- 
iog  to  his  own  sense  of  proprietry.  I  believe,  is 
practice,  he  declines  sitting ;  but  all  the  Judges 
stand  in  the  same  relation  to  him  thatbestanda 
to  them ;  their  Jodgmente,  in  turn,  are  to  be  re- 
viewed by  him.  This  dtnation  oreatee  a  bias, 
neoeeaarilj,nnavoidably;  no  doubt  nncnnscioiu- 
ly  to  the  Jndge  himself;  but  it  does  create  thii 
bias.  I  do  not  say  that  it  has  any  decisive  in- 
floenee;  &r  from  it;  but  it  lias  an  iufluencei 
the  mind  does  not  remain  indifferent ;  it  ouglit 
to  remi^  indi&rent ;  that  influenoe  ought  to  be 
prevented.  All  human  institations  must  be 
predicated  upon  a  reasonable  confidence  in  hu- 
man virtue ;  it  is  equally  an  error  to  suppose  aa 
entire  want  of  virtue,  or  to  suppose  that  virtue 
perfect ;  this  plan  of  blending  the  original  and 
appellate  Jnriadictions  together,  to  be  exerdsed 
by  the  same  peraon,  snpposeB  a  degree  of  virtue 
in  human  nature  ttiat  u  not  to  be  found  in  it; 
at  least,  that  will  not  ordinarily  be  foond  in  it. 
If  the  snitor  ia  to  have  the  full  benaflc  of  am  u>> 
peal,  theee  Jurisdictions  ought  not  to  be  blended ; 
ae  has  not  that  benefit  if  they  are  not  separated ; 
he  is  denied  the  privilege  intended  liim  by  the 
ooQStitutioii. 

But,  be  this  aa  it  wiU,  the  time  must  oome 
when  these  two  jnrisdiotions  mnst  be  separated; 
this  will  become  a  matter  of  physical  neceaslty. 

Some  of  your  ohildren-^Mrhaps  some  of  yon, 
will  live  to  see  the  day  when  the  people  of  thii 
oonntry  will  be  tam»  thirty  milUons  and  up- 
wards ;  when  the  buMneas  and  wealth  of  tlus 
people  will  be  in  proportion  to  their  numbers; 
it  may  be  Ux  beyond  that  proportion.  Can  any 
one  imagine  that  one  oonrt  can  do  all  the  du' 
ties  of  both  jDris^cd<HU,  the  original  and  the 
appellate^  for  snch  an  immense  nation  aa  thia 
will  then  be;  tot  snch  immense  concerns  aa 
these  Jurisdictions  will  then  embrace  t — embra> 
cing,  as  ther  do,  every  spedes  of  Juriaprndence, 
the  criminal  and  the  mvu,  the  Ofauioery  and  tha 
Admiralty;  embradng,  as  they  do,  the  whola 
range  of  Juriq>mdenoe  that  ooonpies  all  the  di& 
itmxt  oonrta  t^  Westminster  Hall,  the  King's 
Bench,  the  Omimon  Pleas,  the  Chancery,  with 
her  two  oonrta,  the  Admiralty,  both  the  vice 
and  the  appellate,  the  Exchequer  and  Uoctor'a 
Commons;  and  yon  may  add  to  these  the  House 
of  Lords,  when  ntting  as  a  Court  of  Errors  ia 
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ttio  lut  resort     It  will  be  an  impoBaibilitv. 

Shysical  as  well  u  moral,  that  one  court  Hhoiiia 
0  all  these  dniies.  The  aeparation^  then,  moat 
tiaka  place — wh;  than  hesitate  or  delay  to  make 
a  ohaoge,  that,  wbenerer  nude,  will  be  for  the 
better,  and  which  most  be  made,  sooner  or  later  t 
Whf,  when  joa  are  oompelled  to  nuke  a  change, 
and  are  about  to  make  it — why  not  make  it 
■Dcb  as  it  mast  be  made  hereafter,  if  not  now  t 
IFhy  not  provide  for  the  ftitiire  as  well  aa  the 
present,  wnen,  in  providing  for  tJia  ftittae,  jon 
will  provide  for  the  present  in  the  beet  poaiible 


. jner)    Why  prefer  a  tempwarj  aoMndment 

to  a  permanent  one,  when  the  temporary  mnst 
give  way  to  the  permanent;  and  when,  in  the 
mean  tame,  it  is  maoh  worse  than  the  pennanentt 
I  oannotoonceiveof  greater  want  of  providence, 
greater  want  of  wisdom. 

The  geDtlemiui  tells  ns  it  will  be 
to  have  Uie  Bnpreme  Ooort  stationed 
tionary  at  the  Beat  of  Government;  that  the 
oonrt  will  beoome  (Ungerons  to  the  Government, 
and  tlte  Government  dangerona  to  the  oomt : 
bat  that  this  danger  will  not  eust  at  all,  if  the 
court  go  the  round  ot  the  dronita.  in  the  n 
of  Congress ;  and  are  here  only  about 
months  doting  the  seadon  of  Oougreaa,  if 
■re  here  only  aa  boardara,  and  are  sot  doD 
iatedhere. 

How  these  important  reeolts  would  be  pro- 
dnoed  by  these  means,  the  gentleman  left  ns  to 
find  ont  by  onr  wits.  I  really  wish  he  had  fa- 
vored ns  with  a  short  leotnre  upon  tbia  point, 
and  told  ns  the  hotet,  the  wAy*,  and  the  vihert- 
Jbrti  of  all  this  danger,  and  of  its  prevention,  the 
modtu  operandi.  For  one,  I  profasa  myself  in 
want  of  instrnction ;  I  am  in  the  dark ;  I  am 
ready  to  cry  oot,  as  some  of  ns  did  on  the  Pa- 
nama question,  for  tight ;  li^t,  pray  give  ir 
light-  it  is  all  enigma  to  me;  I  wish  the  gentlb- 
mau  had,  and  stiU  would  unriddle  it:  say  how 
it  is,  that  this  judge  is  this  harmless  being,  if  ho 
is  kept  rambling  nbont  the  country  a  part  of  bis 
time;  but  if  he  is  kept  all  the  time  at  Washing- 
ton, he  will  set  himBelf  to  work  at  nndarmining 
the  oonatitntdou,  or  at  some  mlsobief  or  other  to 
the  Government;  for  the  gentlonaa  has  not 
told  ns  precisely  what  the  mischief  is  to  be,  and 
Ikow  it  is,  that  the  Government,  if  he  is  at 
Washington  all  the  time,  will  confederate  with 
him  in  this  mischief;  but  if  he  is  here  only  a 
part  of  the  time,  will  not  have  a  thought  of  the 
kiod;  and  also,  how  the  "etjirit  da  corpt,"  of 
which  he  spoke — how  that  is  to  depend  npon 
the  locality  of  the  corps — how  npcm  its  being 
stationary ;  and  how  that  is  prevented  by  its 
being  partly  itinerary,  and  partly  stationary, 
AUuiese  hotu  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  explain 
to  us,  if  it  will  not  give  him  too  much  trouble. 
And  another  thing  I  wish  the  gentleman  would 
tell  ns,  when  and  where  he  made  the  dieoovery, 
that  if  we  found  it  so  dangeroos  to  have  the 
Supreme  Court  stationed  at  Washington,  we 
oould  not  station  it  somewhere  else.  I  find 
nothing  in  the  oonstatution  to  prevent  it ;  and  the 
law  for  this  purpose  will  be  just  what  we  please 


to  make  ft  Let  the  gentleman,  then,  ^e  oa 
the  distance  at  which  the  Supreme  Omrt  may 
be  stationed,  and  be  safe  to  the  Government,  sai 
from  the  Government,  and  there  it  shall  be  ate- 
tioned ;  that  is,  when  he  has  proved  the  fact  ot 
danow.  Then,  ao  &r  aa  oonouna  myself  b0 
afaallhava  a  «art»  ilaneht  tor  fixing  tlie  puca.' 
He  may  fix  it  at  Baltimore  if  he  pleaaee;  if  that 
is  not  ar  UKiQgh,  he  may  flx  it  at  I^Uadelplaa ; 
and  if  that  b  not  fbr  aiongh,  he  ma^fix  it  at 
Kew  York.  I  am  qit  to  tUnk  the  gentlenuB 
would  think  that  a  ufe  dietance,  and  the  propw 
place.  Bnt  as  tlie  genUeman  boa  eneh  faith  In 
itjnwary  Judges  aa  an  antidote  to  thie  danger,  let 
the  Supreme  Oonrt  be  itineranipuid  ii<M  tb^ 
seomons  at  diflerent  plaoee,  but  within  practi- 
cable distances.  This,  I  think,  ooght  to  M,  not 
on  aooount  of  the  gentleman's  danger,  whatew 
that  m^'  be^  but  because  it  wonid  be  an  im- 
mense accommodation  to  the  country. 
As  to  the  very  great  powers  of  the  Saprems 


Court,  taking  the  Mntleman's 
respect  for  taot,  aal  do,  I  woold  ask  bim  whether 
these  poweta  would  be  any  greater  bytbe  So- 
preme  Coort  b^g  made  stauonary  at  Waahing- 
tonl  or  any  lew  oy  its  Judgea  b^ng  made  to 
itinerate  the  oonntry  t  If  not,  what  ragnifiea  it 
what  their  powers  are  as  to  this  qneatioii  t  If 
their  powers  are  too  great,  so  great  as  to  be  dan- 
geroos, that  is  the  fanlt  of  the  constitntion,  and 
tbaramedyiaanameodment  (tf  the  oonatitntion; 
the  danger  Is  ind^endent  of  the  tedioial  system, 
aodof  eveiTmodifioatioD  thweof;  for,  in  every 
form  thereof,  the  powers  will  be  the  same.  The 
gentleman  compluna  that  these  powers  ride  otw 
the  laws  of  the  several  States,  in  certain  rmni 
They  do  so ;  such  is  the  constjtutioa.  There 
is  no  help  for  It  so  long  as  the  constitution  re- 
mans as  it  is.  Bat  these  powers  hare  t««o  ex- 
erdsed  ia  derogation  of  theee  laws,  and  the 
rights  aoqoired  tiuder  them ;  and  in  every  in- 
stance the  oonrt  have  dedded  against  the  Stat* 
in  f^vor  ot  the  individnaL  Be  it  so ;  it  is  dngn- 
lar  that  this  should  be  complained  of  aa  a  griev- 
ance, and  yet  made  on  argoment  for  oontjnning 
the  very  ayston  nnder  wtuch  it  has  bem  scf- 
ffered. 

Tbwe  might  be  acme  plaosibili^  ia  it  If  tht 
Bopreme  Ooort  had  been  stationary,  and  all  ihk 
had  happened,  then  to  uiply  it  aa  an  argmnent 
in  ftvor  of  a  change  to  the  ilJnerant  system.  & 
might  be  roedonuy  add,  that  the  grievance  waa 
owing  to  Uie  ooort  b^ng  stationary,  and  to  the 
inflaenoe  created  by  that  droonwtance;  and 
that  to  make  the  ooort  itinerant  would  be  to 
destroy  this  infiuence.  But  when  the  grievaaee 
has  happened  nnder  the  itinerant  syst^n,  to 
make  the  grievance  an  argument  for  continuing 
that  system,  appears  to  me  (begging  the  gentle- 
mau's  pardon)  not  a  litUe  preposterons. 

But,  to  return  to  my  olyect — how  would  the 
intrinaio  evil  of  the  system  sapply  the  defect  to 
be  snpphed  by  the  proposed  amendment  f  In 
thia  way.  This  separation  of  these  jnrisdie- 
tions  would  indnce  ue  necesnty  of  eatablishing 
,  separate  oonrta,  for  the  exerdse  of  the  original 
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jnrisdioticm.  A  Bystem  that  Is  moob  [»«ftKble 
to  the  preaent,  for  very  111007  mamta;  bnt  I 
■hall  meatioii  only  two,  as  these  appear  to  me 
deoiiiTe,  and  to  settle  the  qntetioa  of  prefer- 
•nee.  These  original  ooorts,  as  thej  might  be 
oonsdtiited,  and  probably  woold  be  constitatod, 
would  Buppty  at  once  all  parts  of  the  Union 
irlth  a  competent  Jndioiary,  and  the  system 
will  adapt  itself  to  the  fatnre  wants  of  the 
Union,  m  they  may  arise  from  time  to  time. 
There  will  be  fotnre  oalls  for  additional  ooorts : 
bnt  nerer  any  call  for  any  amendment  of  th< 
aysteiD.  It  is  a  sytteni  that  looka  to  the  fbtnre 
SB  well  as  to  the  inveent,  and  to  all  fntore 
droet;  and  will  be  eqnally  ndtatde  to  all ;  it 
will  expand  itself  as  the  oomtry  expands,  ao- 
oommodating  equally  all  parts  at  all  timea. 
Then  these  circuits,  besides  being  equally  com- 
petent with  the  present  in  all  respoets,  in  one 
particular,  and  that  one  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, wonld  be  pre-uninently  snperior.  The 
local  law  is  the  law  most  dear  of  any  to  the 

riple  of  the  several  States;  and  Joetlj  so;  it 
made  to  them  as  they  are  made  to  it;  their 
iffiactions  are  wedded  to  it;  it  has  beoom&  as 
it  were,  "bone  of  their  bone,  and  flesh  of  tb^ 
flesh."  Now  these  looal  judges  will  be  much 
more  competent  Judges  of  this  law,  as  wall  as 
mnoh  more  tenadons  of  it,  than  the  itinerant 
Jndgo  of  the  Supreme  Oourt.  These  local 
Jndgea  wUI  have  been  bred  to  this  law,  and 
bred  in  it;  they  will  be  its  able  expounders 
and  zealous  defenders;  aodtheirdecisiooswillbe 
the  best  of  all  instmctors  to  the  Bapreme  Oourt 
itself  ufwn  qucotions  of  this  law.  Their  ded- 
aiont  will,  in  a  manner,  become  authorities 

rn  that  law  with  that  oourt  It  is  true,  that 
itinerant  Judge  has  tike  district  Judge  to 
rit  with  him,  and  to  give  him  iofomutfon ;  bat, 
the  olfaction  to  this  Is,  that  it  is  given  transient- 
ly, and  acted  npon  snddenlr.  Bow  infinitely 
preforable  mnst  be  the  judgment  of  ooeonal 
Jodgea  deciding  ttoai  antecedent  knowledge, 
team  familiar  experieooe,  from  matnre  eonmder- 
ationt  "Who  woold  not  trost  to  snob  judges 
■11  questions  of  looal  law,  in  preArenoe,  not 
only  to  a  nngle  itinerant  judge,  bnt  to  tbe 
whole  bench  cf  the  Supreme  Judges!  Not 
one,  I  venture  to  say.  It  is  stnuige  lo  m€^  that 
my  frienda,  tbe  Western  gentiemen,  the  pride 
of'^the  Western  oonntry,  and  of  whom  the  Westr 
on  ooanlry  has  reason  to  be  proud,  should 
hentato  one  moment  to  prefer  this  system  to 
the  poor  diseased  system  that  is  offered  by  the 
proposed  amwdment ;  that  must  be  temporary, 
Ana  while  it  lasts  will  be  a  miserable  one,  and 
not  to  be  compared  in  nse  and  nsefolnees  to  the 
one  they  may  have, 

Bnt,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  tells  ns  that  the  system  of  looal  oourta. 
for  the  exercise  of  the  original  Jurisdiction,  will 
be  nnpopnlar.  He  says  tlus  on  coqjectore 
merely,  and  agdnst  all  tiie  probabilities  of  the 
thing;  itistobejodgedofby  comparison  with 
the  present  system :  does  he  mean  to  say  that 
the  present  system  is  so  very  popular,  that  any 


ohange  of  it  wonld  be  unpopular  t  One  would 
think,  ihxn  his  own  aooonnL  it  was  not  very 

EapuLu'  with  him  at  least— that  at  beet  it  was 
at  a  necessary  evil.  I  hope  it  is ;  I  think  it 
is  more  popular  with  others,  bnt  I  do  not 
think  it  BO  very  popular  but  that  a  ohan^  for 
""■  better  wonld  be  home  with,  and  withont 


producing  any  popular  oommotiou. 

It  will,  as  I  said,  be  judged  of  altogether  by 
comparison;    and  that  must  be  in  bvor  01 


sep«rate  courts  for  the  exerdse  of  the  original 

Crisdiotion.  That  plan  is  better  in  itself;  it  ia 
tterfor  thepreeeot;  it  is  all  better  for  the 
Aiture ;  so  obvionaly  so,  that  it  speaks  its  own 
preference,  and  speaks  it  to  every  mind.  I 
venture  to  oonjeoture,  (and  I  have  as  good  a 
right  to  oonjecture  as  the  gentleman,  andbetter 
pounds,  I  think,)  that  these  conrte  wonld 
become  the  most  popular  oonrta  in  this  oonntry 
— ^the  most  popnliir  with  tho  soitors,  the  most 
popular  with  the  bar,  the  most  popular  with 
the  people.  These  ooorts  would  be  the  meana 
of  making  the  national  Jndiciary  the  national 
favorito,  as  well  as  the  national  pride.  The 
gentleman  has  alluded  to  a  similar  system,  that 
was  onoe  adopted,  and  soon  after  laid  aade; 
and  benoe  infers,  that  the  aystem  itself  is  an- 
popular.  The  ii^erenoe  is  incorrect;  the  men 
who  made  that  ^stem,  made  It  unpopular,  and 
nothing  elseL  It  was  not  the  thing  itself  as  bein|f 
bad  in  itself  that  caused  it  to  be  laid  aride — it 
wasthesopposedoalcalationofthething;  itwai 
the  political  effect  of  tbe  thing  that  was  the  cause. 

It  was  made  by  a  party  going  ont  of  power, 
in  the  last  moments  of  power,  and  to  setMire  in 
their  bands  (as  was  believed  by  the  party  com> 
ing  into  power)  the  whole  Jumciary  power  of 
the  country,  to  be  wielded  for  th^  own  po- 
litical pnrposee ;  and  the  system  was  broken  ■ 
down  to  mistrate  this  calonlstion,  and  to  wrest 
this  power  ont  of  their  hands.  The  oetennble 
objeotion,  it  is  true,  was  to  the  thing  itself  bnt 
as  it  oonld  not  be  shown  to  be  bad,  the  uiins 
was  stigmatized;  it  was  called  by  many  baa 
names;  among  others,  by  the  name  i^  the 
midnight  Jndidary;  and  ihe  bad  name  r^sed 
a  hae  and  ory  against  it  and  not  the  demerita 
of  the  system  itself.  It  waa  deemed  reason 
enough  by  the  triumphant  party,  that  it  waa 
presented  to  them  by  tbe  defeated  party,  re- 
tiring from  power.  I  remember  it  was  said  on 
the  oocasion,  "  Tlmeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes," 
the  designs,  the  wiles  of  the  Greeks  were  fearec^ 
and  the  present  was  r^eoted, 

Bnt^  I  speak  from  knowledge,  in  a  large 
district  of  oonntry— from  information,  as  to  a 
mnoh  larger,  and  from  belief,  as  to  the  whola 
oonntry,  when  I  sn;r>  that  these  courts,  as 
courts,  by  all  tho  snitora  to  them,  by  all  tbe 
bar  oonneoted  with  thera,  wwe  esteemed  by 
&r  the  most  popular  Federal  Oourts  whioh  wa 
have  ever  had  in  this  oonntry.  There  is  not 
the  least  rea«on  to  believe  that  snob  oonrta 
wonld  now  be  nnpc^nlar. 

The  gentleman  supposes  the  distriot  judgea 
would  be  in  the  way  of  this  arrangement.    It 
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ia  tme,  they  might  be  diBpenaed  with;  bnt  no 
one  wonld  think  of  dtsplaoing  one  of  them ;  nor 
ia  it  neoeBsaiy,  Their  jnrisdlctioiiB  might  Im 
b'ansferred  to  the  Oircoit  Gonrts,  to  take  afiwt 
when  their  (^ces  beoftme  vacant,  and  as  they 
beoome  vooaot,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  Im 
exercised  as  they  now  are.  . 

The  geailemaa  very  properly  admitted,  tnat 
'the  expense  ought  to  be  no  objection,  bat 
seemed  to  appreaend  OtaX,  the  people  wonld 
think  it  one.  Thwe  again,  I  think  he  ia  mis- 
taken. The  wont  of  uJ  eoontmy  ia  that  wbioh 
la  practised  at  the  azpeoM,  and  to  the  preju- 
dice of  jndicial  eatabluhmente ;  the  people  to 
view  iL  There  la  no  inatitntitai  which  they 
regard  with  so  modi  partiality ;  and  the  eX' 
penae  of  which  they  so  little  regret^  provided 
the  institatioa  is  made  as  perfect  as  it  may  be. 

I  hope  I  need  make  no  apology  for  tiie  time 
I  have  taken  up  on  a  snl^ect  so  Important  as 
that  of  improving  the  Naaonal  Jodioiary.  No 
ftinotion  of  the  Govemmeot  ia  eo  interesting  to 
the  nation  as  the  administration  of  tiie  nattonal 
Jostice.  It  toDches  directly  nptm  evety  individ- 
nal;  it  ia  felt  by  him  as  his  own  immediate 

Kreonal  concern;  it  ia  looked  to  by  him  as 
psbield  and  his  sword,  to  protect  his  rights 
and  to  redrees  bis  wrongs.  Other  ibnctions  of 
the  Govermnent  ar«  iatereeting  too ;  bat  not  so 
Immediately  iat«resting;  their  e&'eot  npon  the 
individual  is  indirect;  they  act  npon  circom- 
Btanoea  which,  in  their  torn,  act  npon  him ;  tliDS 
and  thereby  toeoting  his  condition  in  lite,  more 
or  lees  favorably.  Bnt,  It  is  dlatribntive  Justice^ 
and  the  hand  that  mt^es  the  distribution,  that 
ia  watched  and  regarded  by  every  (me ;  for  it  ia 
that  hand  which  is  to  lift  Uiie  ahield  for  his  pro- 
tection, to  wield  this  sword  for  his  redress. 

'WxDUXSDAT,  April  12. 
77i«  Jvdioial  Sy^em. 
Mr.  "Warn,  of  Tenneesee,  rose  and  said, 
if  it  coald  be  shown  that  the  remedy  propoaed 
to  obviate  the  inconveniences  complained  of  in 
those  sections  of  country,  would  be  injnrions  to 
the  whole  Dnion,  he  oognt  not  to  expect^  or  to 
wish  tliat  their  fecial  ineonveniencea  ahonld 
be  removed  to  the  iqjnry  of  the  whole  commn- 
nity.  The  Bubjection  which  we  are  about  to 
1egialBt«,  said  Mr.  V^is,  in  my  mind,  one  of  in- 
finite importance.  We  are  abont  to  pass  an  act 
in  relation  to  a  department  of  the  Government 
which  every  man  feela  and  oaght  to  nndersttmd. 
It  is  in  vun  we  enact  good  laws  nnlees  they 
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well  administered — it  is  that  department  of  Gov- 
ernment which  operates  directly  on  the  peraona 
and  property  of  individoals  who  happen  to  be 


eitizoDB  of  the  United  Statea,  ao  far  as  the  ji 
diction  is  local,  or  ao  far  as  it  relates  to  the  In- 
ternal conceruB  of  the  citizens  of  the  respective 
State!!.  80  far  as  it  may  operate  on  general 
princlplea  it  is  still  more  important — therefore 
have  I  heard  with  great  attention  every  thing 
that  has  been  nrged  by  gentlemen  who  are  op- 
posed to  it,  and  1  shall  still  be  glad  to  hear  all 


fhrther  objections  that  can  be  mged.  We  cannot 
Jnd^  whether  the  alteration  wiH  be  ben^cial 
or  iqjnrionB,  withoot  flnt  making  onrselvea  ao- 
qa^ted  with  the  looouveniencee  which  ar« 
sDppoaed  to  exiat.  Till  we  are  acqounted  with 
the  disease  we  cannot  tell  what  will  be  a  mitft- 
Ue  remedy.  I  think  I  can,  if  favored  with  tlie 
attention  of  the  8caiat«,  if  not  already  satitfed 
on  that  point,  miittj  them  that  the  diseue  liea 
mnoh  deepw  than  the  gentleman  than  Bhoda 
Island  seems  to  sappose.  I  paid  great  attention 
to  the  argomoit,  and  he  seant  to  think,  «o  £ar 
as  I  can  tmderstand  it,  that  the  main  grievance 
which  we  are  ealled  on  to  remedy,  le  the  dslmf 
which  takes  place  in  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  of  the 
United  Btatea.  He  has  sot  evwi,  in  his  esoel- 
lent  argument,  given  the  moat  distant  glance  at 
the  ritnation  of  that  aeotion  of  the  coontiy 
which  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  moontains,  to 
aee  what  the  local  InoonveDienoeB  are,  and 
whether  the  remedy  he  prc^poaes  would  be  a 
snitahle  one  or  not.  The  Rnevanoee  wlwdi  da 
eziat  in  the  oottntry,  ares  u  I  tliink,  of  two  kinds; 
(Hie  in  the  manner  in  which  thehnmneaa  is  «»»■ 
dnoted  to  the  remective  States;  the  otJier,  that 
which  exists  in  the  Bopreme  Ooml  itself:  and 


at  in  the  inoorreetneaa  o  

the  qneetions  depend  upon  the  mnnidpal  laws 
of  the  respective  States. 

These  are  the  grievanoee  which  esist,  and 
whi(ih  it  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to  remedy: 
first,  by  extending  to  nine  Statea  Uie  curooit 
system,  which  ia  qiplicable  to,  and  praotiaed  in, 
ft«nf/icia^,  the  other  fifteen  States;  andsBMUtd- 
ly,  to  increase  <m  the  bench  of  the  Sn^ema 
Ooort,  a  knowledge  of  the  local  lawa,  Tbaaa 
are  its  leading  otfjeets.  These  nine  Statea,  wbca 
we  look  to  uem,  we  find  thus  dromnstaiwed } 
riz  of  them  have  never  had,  wther  nominally, 
or  in  taot,  the  l>en<dt  of  a  circuit  Judge :  tltres 
of  these  States  have  had  nominally,  and  to  a 
very  limited  extent,  tlie  tieneflt  of  the  attei^anoe 
of  a  jodge  of  the  Snpreme  Ooort  from  the  year 
1807  np  to  this  time.  I  say  they  have  had  it 
nominally,  but  not  so  in  point  of  fact.  Vhea 
the  Judge  of  the  seventh  (uronit  was  in  the  vigor 
of  life,  and  in  the  ei^orment  ot  pwfeet  beatth) 
it  was  his  dnty  to  attend  and  ludd  Girooit  Conitt 
in  the  Diatricta  of  Eaat  and  of  West  Teammae^ 
of  Kentncky  and  Ohio,  and  from  the  neoentf 
he  was  nnder  of  leaving  one  oonrt  in  time  to 
arrive  at  the  next,  in  bis  (uronit,  an  opportunity 
was  not  afforded  him  of  dispodng  of  tJie  eaoaea 
on  either  dociket  For  example.  He  wonld  have 
anits  enough  in  West  Tennessee  to  require  a  aea- 
aion  of  two  months,  bnt  at  the  end  o!  three  <■ 
foarweeka  he  was  compelled  to  be  at  Kentaet^, 
distant  two  bnndred  miles,  and  bo  on ;  and  thna 
it  happened  either  that  the  district  judges  most 
continue  the  oonrts  after  his  departure,  or  tiia 
causes  must  remain  undecided,  In  important 
auits  parties  wonld  not  be  willing  to  trust  the 
opinion  of  the  district  Judge  slone,  and  he  would 
willingly  yield  to  applicatjona  for  delay,  nalil 
he  oomd  have  the  aanatanoe  of  the  Judge  of  the 
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Supreme  Oonrt,  and  thna  the  bnsineM  mnat  be 
either  long  dekyed,  or,  in  moet  iiutaiioeB,  de- 
mded  in  the  Oircnit  Ooorte  of  Uioee  three  States, 
by  tbe  district  Jndge  alone.  For  WTeral  of  the 
last  yetn  of  Judge  Todd'a  life,  his  want  of  health 
put  it  out  of  hia  power  to  fttlend  his  Circuit 
Oonrta,  and  thoE  it  has  hutpeaed  that  the  hnsi- 
new  in  Tenneaaee,  Eentookj,  and  Ohio,  has  ao- 
omnnlated  to  on  anreaeonable  extent,  and  those 
States  have,  in  tratii,  been  ao  better  provided 
with  an  opportvnitf  of  obttnning  »  due  adiDini»- 
traUoii  of  jostice  in  their  Federal  Ooorts,  than  the 
otiierrizWeeten]  States;  and  how  ia  it  with  re- 
gard to  them  t  The?  have  never  had  the  benefit 
ofthecircaitsyBteni,eTennoiiiiiiaUj.  Theyhave 
each  a  distriot  judge,  who  doee  all  the  dnties 
which  other  diitriot  jiu^es  perform,  and  vested 
with  the  Joriadiotion  whioh  other  Oircoit  Oonrte 
poesess  in  the  other  Statea.  So  &r  as  relates  to 
the  grievanoee  wiiioh  exist  in  the  oonntry,  we 
■re  safia  in  ooniddering  the  whde  nine  StatM  to 
be  praetioally  in  the  same  sitoation.  When  we 
oome  to  look  at  the  laws  whioh  vest  the  conria 
with  jniisdiction,  we  find  that  a  large  portion 
of  thejnrisdiction  which  is  to  be  exercised  in 
those  nine  States,  is  of  that  deaoriptioa  whioh 
falls  within  the  Jorisdiotion  of  a  Gircoit  Oonrt, 
and  not  within  the  Jm^adiction  of  a  DiaOiet 
Oonrt  A  IMsbiot  Coor^  ae  each,  can  have  no 
jnrisdiotioD  of  soita  between  A  and  B,  whether 
oitinns'  of  the  United  States,  w  of  different 
States.  Some  attempts  have  been  made  to  get 
them  to  entertain  jniis^ction  <^  snite  between 
eiUzena  of  diS^reut  Statee,  when  the  matter  in 
dispate  is  of  more  valoe  than  twenty,  and  of  lees 
thm  five  houdred  dollars,  bnt,  so  iiu  as  I  know, 
they  have  been  nneacoeesfiil. 

As  it  relates  to  a  great  portion  of  the  Jnri»- 
diotiou  whioh  is  to  be  exercised  in  those  nine 
States,  the  Senate  rnoDt  see  at  ono^  it  is  of  that 
tdasB  of  caaee  which  belongs  to  the  OiTonit  Ooorts 
in  the  other  States.  What  is  the  ntoation  of 
tiieae  other  States  t  They  have,  in  point  of  fact, 
■a  well  as  in  point  of  law,  a  Oircoit  Coart  com- 
posed of  one  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  district  jndge.  When  a  snit  is  brought, 
and  the  matter  in  dispata  esoeeds  the  mm  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  npcm  the  trial,  the  partiee 
bave  the  benefit  of  the  opioiona  of  two  men, 
which  will,  in  most  instances,  be  aatis&ctoiy : 
Imt  If  not,  the  munooeMfal  part?  can  remove  it 
to  the  Supreme  Court  and  tnere  have  the Jadg- 
ment  rertsed,  and  if  wrong,  reversed,  if  the 
matter  in  dispute  is  less  tJian  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  the  judges  disagree  in  opinion  npon 
■nj  point,  either  partj  can  have  that  point  cer- 
tified to  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  there  revised,  and 
the  jndf^nient  of  the  Circuit  Oonrt  rendered  in 
conformit;  with  the  opinion  of  tlie  Supreme 
Court.  In  all  criminal  cases  the  defendant  has 
tiie  like  advantage.  How  is  it  in  thoae  nine 
States  Ij  In  no  case,  dther  civil  or  criminal, 
can  the  parties,  in  the  Oiroult  Oonrt,  have  anv 
opinion,  Dnt  that  of  the  district  Judge,  whiiji 
in  every  criminal  case,  and  in  every  oiril  one, 
where  tike  matter  in  dispute  is  of  less  value  than 


two  tliousand  dollars,  ia  final  and  conclntdve, 
whether  right  or  wrong ;  and  in  all  civil  cases. 
althon^  an  erroneous  judgment  may  be  revised 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  it  ia  an  eroeuse  and 
tavuble  which  would  oft«n  be  avoided  if  two 
Judges  aat  in  the  Circuit  Court 

Tennessee  was'admitted  into  this  Union  upon 
an  equal  footing  vitk  the  original  State*,  and 
Bo  have  the  other  Western  States  been.  These 
States  feel  that  this  promised  equality  has  not 
l>een  extended  to  them ;  as  sovereign  States, 
they  insist  that  their  citizens  must  be  placed  in  , 
a  sitaation  that  their  pereons  and  property  shall 
be  equally  as  safe  in  tbe  Federal  Oonrte,  as  the 
citizens  of  any  other  State  are  in  their  persons 
and  property.  With  nothing  less  than  this  will 
theybe oontented.  Btit,itias^d,thepropertini0 
ianotccHne;  we  are  used  as  well  as  others  have 
been  used.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  when  the 
time  will  arrive  t  Tenneesee  is  thirty  years  old, 
Kentucky  is  older.  Ohio  csme  into  the  Union 
in  ISOa,  LouiMana  In  1813,  Indiana  in  1816,  Il- 
linois in  181S,  Missouri  in  18B1,  Ulsaieaippi  in 
1817,  Alabama  several  f  eon  ago.  Will  the  ^n- 
tleman  tell  us  when  it  is  we  shall  have  arrived 
at  suoh  mature  am,  Ba  to  entitle  ns  to  tbe  same 
benefits  of  the  Federal  Judiciary  that  are  en- 
Joyed  by  the  other  States  t  Sometimes  they  ore 
willing  to  reoc^nize  us  as  at  years  of  discretion,  to 
put  their  dearest  interests  in  our  keeping.  Per- 
eonal  services,  money,  any  thing  we  have,  we  are 
disposed  to  render  ftreely,  our  flilt  share  of,  ao- 
oonllngtooarabiUties.  WearevriUingtodoour 
duty;  and  I  oall  upon  the  Senate  to  say  whether 
they  do  their  duty  to  ns,  if  tbey  do  not  put  the 
admuiatAtion  of  justioe  on  the  same  footing  in 
the  Western  States,  as  it  is  in  the  othen.  Is 
not  the  life  of  a  man  in  any  one  of  theee  nine 
States,  worth  as  much  to  society  as  it  would  lie, 
if  he  were  a  constituent  of  the  gentleman  &om 
New  Hsmpshirei  or  Bhode  Island  1  Is  it  not 
reasonable  to  afford  the  aame  man  as  good  a 
chance  for  Justioe  in  the  Btatee  where  he  now 
lives,  as  be  would  have  if  he  lived  in  any  other  t 
la  that  opportunity  famished  I  No,  nr,  it  is  not. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  aocamidation  of 
business  in  some  of  these  courts,  in  the  three 
States,  is  produced  by  temporaiy  causes  that 
are  passing  away,  and  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  any  alteration  in  the  aystem  on  tlutt  acoonnt ; 
that  one  oirouit  Judge  can  do  all  tlie  buMness  in 
those  three  States.  It  la  not  to  pass  awi^  so 
rapidly  as  the  gentleman  supposes.  I  do  not 
doubt  the  correctness  of  the  statement  of  any 
gentleman  living  in  any  one  of  those ;  he  knows 
what  the  businece  is ;  therefore  I  do  not  choose 
to  doubt  the  oorreotnesa  of  what  wee  advanced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I  Imve  be- 
fi^  me  a  oertifioate  from  the  Olerk  of  the  Dis- 
trict and  Circuit  Oonrt  of  Eentncky,  and  at  the 
seaeiiai  of  November  last,  the  number  of  causes 
on  the  two  dockets  combined  was  960.  As 
very  little  business  is  to  be  done  in  the  District 
Oonrt,  much  the  greater  portion  mu8t  he  on  the 
Oirouit  Oonrt  doet:et  of  that  State.  How  is  it 
in  lemmseet    Ton  have  th»8tatement  of  tha 
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gentlemen  wko  belong  to  the  Western  part,  and 
altogetlier  it  may  be  eetimAted  at  £00.  Bnt  it 
is  not  the  number  of  cansea  which  proves  the 
neceatit;  of  a  oircnit  jod^te,  and  an  extenaion 
of  the  system  r  this  neceeaity  la  prodnoed,  more 
by  the  Icind  of  cnnaee  that  are  to  be  decided, 
tlian  hy  their  number.  These  canaes  are  in 
Qieir  own  oatiire,  en>eoiaUy  those  brought  into 
the  Federal  Oouil  of  Tennessee,  of  the  most  lit- 
igated deacriptlon  generally.  Many  of  t^em  re- 
late to  lands ;  foreigners  olwm  titlea  to  them,  and 
assert  them  in  the  Federal  Oonrta,  It  is  necea- 
taij  to  go  back  and  examine  wbat  was  the  sit- 
uation of  tbe  conntr}'  tbrty  jeara  aga  and  joa 
get  into  a  set  of  difficnlties  tnaa  which  nothing 
can  extricate  yon,  bnt  a  patient,  laborioos,  ana 
protracted  invectigation.*  Theyseoesaarilyoon- 
•nme  a  great  deal  of  tdme,  first,  in  aaoertalning 
the  fbcta,  before  a  jory  who  are  to  decide  the 
oanse,  and  next,  in  mveetigatdng  the  legal  prin- 
oiples  whicb  are  to  govern  ths^  dedrion.  To 
inTestigste  and  decide  one  of  those  oaoMs,  bas 
■ometimes  taken-two  weeks ;  sappose  only  one 
himdred  canaes  on  the  docket,  I  aak  if  it  would 
not  be  more  neoegaarj  to  extend  the  judicial 
system  through  a  conntry'like  that,  tban  to  a 
place  where  there  were  600  on  the  docket,  of 
whicb  SO  or  40  might  be  disposed  of  in  a  day. 
If  we  were  to  be  governed  by  the  mere  nmnber 
of  canaeB,  we  wonld  make  a  most  important  mis- 
take aa  relates  to  this  matter.  Many  disputes 
in  Tennessee  relate  to  lands,  the  titles  to  whiob 
are  founded  on  die  act  of  1777  in  North  Caro- 
lina, or  the  act  of  178S,  or  those  acta  which 
llieee  two  have  nven  birth  to;  and  in  investi- 
gating matters  of  fact,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back 
and  ascertain  what  were  the  names  of  cufierent 
places  at  different  times,  from  those  periods  up 
to  this  time ;  the  whole  country  waa  a  wilder- 
ness, and  every  man  who  bad  a  claim  under 
these  lava  had  a  right  to  select  a  piece  of  land 
within  a  oertwn  bonndary,  of  from  four  to  five 
hundred  milee  one  way,  and  one  hondred  miles 
the  other.  Ve  had  not  only  to  investigate  our 
tiUes  derived  from  the  Btate  of  NorUi  wolina, 
bnt  in  some  instances,  those  iasoed  by  Vii^inia, 
perhaps  Kentucky  likewise,  as  disputes  reqtaot- 
ing  boundary  with  those  States  once  existed, 
upon  ai^natinK  which  provision  is  made  to  se- 
cure individntJ  rights. 

We  have  amongst  our  own  dtizens  those 
who  ciaim  under  Virginia  grants,  under  Ken- 
tncky  grants,  under  North  Carolina  grants,  and 
under  those  issued  by  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
■Whenever  there  is  a  dispute  respecting  any  of 
these  conflicting  tities,  they  may  go  into  the 
Federal  Court,  althonghthe  parties  may  be  oiti- 
ECns  of  the  same  State.  You  are  extinguish- 
ing the  Indian  title  aa  Gut  as  those  peo^e  are 
willing  to  sell ;  and  wherever  you  do,  the  eettie- 
ments  will  keep  pace  with  the  eitingnishment 
of  titie.  In  Tennessee  there  is  a  very  large  dis- 
trict of  coimtiy,  granted  to  individuals  under 
the  law  of  North  Carolina,  in  1788  which,  until 
a  very  short  time  ago,  the  United  States  had  se- 
onred  to  the  Tniii»na  by  tna^ :  tlmj^  country  is 


now  settling,  and  every  man  lias  to  lotA.  tor  As 
land  for  vbioh  he  obtained  his  patenL  Haaj 
of  these  conflict,  and  whenever  they  do,  and  a 
foreigner  happens  to  be  the  owner  of  one  otf 
these  tides,  the  consequence  is,  that  the  cause 
goes  into  the  Federal  Court.  So  long  aa  tUt 
prooest  of  extingniahing  the  Indian  title,  and 
settling  the  oonntry,  is  going  on,  it  is  in  vain 
for  gentlemen  to  say  that  iboae  disputes  an 
produced  by  temporary  causes,  or  thst  th^  are 
passing  away:  they  cannot  pass  away  nntil 
your  settlements  are  oomplet«di 

Do  we  not  ^  know  that,  in  1791,  aod  no- 
ward  for  several  yeara,  a  great  rage  forspecola- 
tioD  ezisted  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
theEastem  Statee;  that  immense  quantities  of 
Western  lands  were  bouidit  np  by  fbreignen, 
or  oltiiens  of  other  States?  oonmderable  qnanti- 
ties  yren  purchased  in  TeaneHsee.  These  com- 
panies have  fonnd  it  convenient  to  part  with 
their  tities  to  varions  individnals;  and  tboae 
dajmtnts  who  have  got  titles  in  this  manner, 
living  in  other  States,  when  they  come  forward 
to  assert  these  titles,  now  that  the  In^an  title  is 
extinguished,  assert  them  in  the  Federal  conrta. 

But,  the  gentieman  says,  vou  have  Fedenl 
coorts,  and  the  people  mngt  nare  confidence  in 
&em,  he<«ttBe,  if  they  bad  not,  they  wonld  sua 
in  the  State  courts.  Will  the  Senate  reflect  fiv 
a  moment,  on  the  idea  here  suKested,  and  th^ 
will  easily  see  some,  of  the  offlcnlties  under 
which  we  labor.  The  titlea  to  land  must  be 
settied  by  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  the 
land  lies.  A  dtizen  of  another  State,  or  a  for- 
eigner, claims  Utie  to  a  tract  in  Tennessee;  be 
finds  a  man  in  poseeesiou  under  a  conflicting 
title.  Tbis  foreigner  can  sue  either  in  the  Fed- 
eral or  State  court,  at  his  election.  He  submita 
his  titie  to  counsel,  who  advises  him  that,  ao- 
cording  to  the  decimona  of  the  State  courts,  the 
man  in  possession  has  the  better  titie.  The  tof 
eigner  orders  suit  in  the  Federal  Court— there 
is  but  one  Judge,  and  be,  living  in  the  Stat^ 
will  likely  Follow  the  State  decisions,  and  give 
judgment  in  favor  of  the  defendant  The  plain- 
tiff takes  a  vrrit  of  error,  and  carries  the  cause 
to  the  Sopreme  Court,  befbre  a  set  of  Judge^ 
who  ndther  know,  nor  have  diey  the  means  at 
knowing,  the  local  laws,  or  the  true  raascAis  c€ 
thedeotsion;  and,  for  want  of  this  information, 
Judgment  is  reveraed,  and  thus  the  plaintiff  be- 
comes the  owner  of  a  piece  of  property,  whi<^ 
he  otherwise  would  not  have  acquired.  Plaio- 
tiffi  often  commence  suite  in  the  Federal  courts 
expreealy  for  the  sake  of  gaining  an  advantage 
over  their  adversaries,  which  they  conld  not 
get  in  any  other  tribunal  whatever.  And  yet, 
this  is  the  argument  relied  on  to  show  that 
Federal  justice  is  well  administwed  to  ua. 

What,  sir,  is  the  dtnation  of  the  other  BtatM^ 
Louisiana  for  example  f  There  are  British,  Span- 
ish, and  French  cranta:  so, also,  in  IGnisriMit 
and  HisBonri.  All  these  may  go^  tmd  momt 
do  go,  into  the  Federal  courts,  prln^>ally  m 
the  sake  of  baviug  these  cases  removealnto  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Statet^  if  sa^  ■ 
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doddoD  Is  not  given  as  ia  atiidaelary  to  the 
plaiotiff.  So  br  SB  TeiiDMinoo  ia  conoemed, 
thow  who  act  under  the  belief  that  oar  bneinesa 
hM  occamnLitadfroni  tonporary  caoMa,  are,  in 
iha  main,  mistaken:  to  a  United  extent,  no 
donbt,  they  are  oorreoL  I  bdieve^  if  onr  cir- 
nnit  had  been  one  of  reasonable  extent,  and  we 
bad  had  the  benefit  of  our  drcait  Jndge,  the 
nnmber  of  snita  on  onr  docket  would  have  been 
mneh  iesB.  Where  a  man  has  a  oanse  which  he 
tiiinks  be  onght  to  gain,  if  the  law  is  weU  nn- 
derstood,  he  will  not  agree  to  hare  that  oanse 
tried  before  anj  one  man,  when  there  la  another 
of  a  higher  legal  character.  It  is  a  very  nn- 
pleasant  thing  to  have  to  settle  diqiatea  between 
man  and  man ;  and  when  it  oomes  to  l^e  last 
stage,  there  are  few  men  who  woold  not  like  to 
l>e  eaeed  of  a  portion  of  the  reeponsibilit;  of  the 
defflsion.  If  a  reasonable  excose  can  be  made 
to  defer  it  to  another  term,  the  district  Jodge 
will  fall  in  with  it,  beoanse  his  associate  will 
then  lie  with  him,  and  he  will  have  the  l>eiiefit 
of  his  opinion,  and  be  better  satisfied.  If  they 
agre^  that  he  is  nght,  than  if  there  was  none 
with  him  i  and,  if  S  shonld  disagree  in  opinion 
with  him,  by  oertifyiiw  that  there  was  a  differ- 
enoe  of  opinion,  it  coidd  be  carried  Into  the  Sa- 
preme  Court,  and  no  misohief  would  arise.  It 
is  to  their  credit  that  they  bare  thb  dlspositioa. 
I  do  not  make  mmecesraiy  complaints  against 
tke  district  jndge  of  the  State  in  which  I  live. 
He  is  entitled  to  as  mnoh  oharaoler  as  aojr  otlier 
indicial  ofBoer  on  the  score ofinte^^;  and,  if 
he  ever  does  make  mistakes,  whiui,  I  thinL  is 
bnt  seldom,  it  is  in  endeavtx^ng  to  attain  that 
'which  he  thinks  the  justioe  of  partioolar  oases. 
The  people  of  Tennessee  have  as  mnoh  right  as 
the  people  of  anyother  State  in  the  Union,  to 
have  the  opinions  of  two  men,  who  will  oononr, 
as  to  whioh  is  right  in  their  dispntee.  It  is  vain 
to  tell  me  we  are  placed  on  an  eqoal  footing 
with  the  other  States,  while  the;  have  one 
measnre  of  Justice  meted  to  their  citizens,  and 
the  citizens  of  Teooeasee  have  a  different  meas- 
we  meted  to  them.  I  wonld  rather  yon  should 
lop  off  one  of  onr  Senators,  or  three  of  onr 
Bepresentatives — rednbe  ns  ss  to  the  power  we 
have  in  the  Execntive  and  Legislative  business 
of  this  Government,  but  let  ns  have,  when  yon 
oome  to  the  praotii»l  operationa  of  this  Govern- 
ment, that  are  to  take  away  a  man's  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  let  onr  oitiaens  have  an  equal  oppor- 
tonity,  fbr  the  administration  of  Justioe,  with 
any  portion  of  the  good  people  (S  the  United 
SUtca. 

Beteindinq  ihiZss. 
Mr.  BAJTDOLPHrose,  ands^d:  Some  time  ago, 
I  gave  notice  to  the  Senate  I  wonld,  nnleae  tiie 
sn(;}eot  should  be  taken  up  by  some  other  mem- 
ber of  this  body  more  able,  bnt  not  more  willing, 
to  vindicate  its  privileges  than  myself  move  for 
the  reedsion  of  so  mncn  of  the  new  rmes  of  this 
House,  which  give  to  the  preeiding  ofBcer  of 
this  body  the  appointment  of  its  oommitt«es, 
And  the  oontrol  over  the  Journal  of  its  pn>c«ed- 
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ings.  I  did  give  notice  on  both  points,  althoo^ 
the  debate  bring  broken  off  abruptly,  for  rea- 
sons bey<»id  my  aen  or  control,  notice  appeared 
in  the  pnblio  papers  on  the  first  of  these  points 
only — the  appointment  of  oommLttees.  I  now 
rise  to  give  notice  that  I  shall,  to-morrow,  nnlesa 
the  subject  be  taken  out  of  my  bands  by  some 


and  Bopport  with  reasons  for  that 
restoration  to  this  lx>dy  of  its  ancient  and  aoona- 
tomed  privileges.  TMs  body  eshibils  a  mem- 
orable, I  will  not  say  a  lamentable,  instance  of 
the  tendency  of  human  af&irs  towards  servitude 
and  abnse.  To  get  rid  of  the  trouble  of  ballot. 
ing  tor  committees,  the  subject  was  placed  in 
the  haods  of  yonr  most  lamented  and  veoerable 
predeoesBor,  who  was  a  member  of  this  Honsei 
who  was  responsible  te  ns  for  bis  situation,  and 
who  exerused  that  trust  under  that  responsibil- 
ity ;  bnt  wh&  by  my  vote,  never  should  have 
been  invested  tnth  i^  or  any  other  human  be- 
ing, nnlesa,  as  Jefibrson  sdd,  we  oonld  find  an- 
gds  in  tiie  shi^  of  men.  In  conseqaence  of  a 
foot,  as  notorious  as  it  was  diaffusting,  the  Jour- 
nal was  pnt  onder  the  oontrol  of  the  same  pr^ 
aiding  omoer — a  &ot  to  which  I  allnde  no  ftir- 
ther  uian  by  the  words  which  I  uttered,  becanaa 
it  was  notorious  and  disgusting :  that  fact,  with 
which  othw  fhcta  led  to  a  state  of  things  in  this 
oonntry  onexampled,  but  not  nnexatnpled  else- 
where; one  set  of  officers  to  do  the  duty,  and 
another  set  te  receive  the  salary.  There  was  a 
time  when  these  two  expressions  had  their  mean- 
iug;  "  sober  ss  a  Jndge,  "  as  good  aa  the  bank;" 
bat  they  have  both  fost  their  meaning.  If  oni 
officers  cannot  do-  their  duty,  let  ns  pnt  persona 
in  their  places  that  can  do  it.  I  rose  to  f^jt 
notice  only.  I  shall  go  back  and  say,  that  th« 
Secretary  of  this  House  being  a  sworn  officer— 
being  supposed  to  be  competent — being  sup- 
posed to  be  faithfol — being  supposed  to  he  will- 
tng  to  do  his  duty — to  tiim,  and  to  him  onlv, . 
under  the  supervision  of  ourselves,  can  be  safely 
truBt«d  the  control  over  the  Journal,  for  reascKis 
whioh  I  shall  humbly  submit  to  tins  Honse  to- 
morrow, 

FaiDAT,  April  14. 
Judieial  Sytttnt, 

The  Senate  having  reenmed  the  considera- 
tiion  of  the  bill,  and  £e  motion  te  recommit — ■ 

}£r.  Hasfeb,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  add, 
it  seems  to  me,  Mr,  PreBident,  that  there  are 
objections  to  the  remedy  proposed  by  the  bill 
on  the  teble,  which  will  occasion  d^ger  and 
inconvenience  to  the  rest  of  the  United  States^ 
indnding  the  Weetem  States,  greater  than  the 
inoonveniences  which  they  complain  o£  A 
better  remedy,  it  seems  to  me,  nas  been  de- 
vised in  the  plan  whioh  was  proposed  by  the 
gentieman  fmn  Georgia  yesterday.  Some  of 
the  objections  which  exist  agunst  the  bill 
which  lies  on  the  table,  have  been  stated  b7 
the  committee  of  this  Honse.  They  oonust  m 
these  principally :  that  it  will'  make  the  S»- 
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preme  Ooort  too  UDmennia,  perbapa  it  u  too 
ntooli  aa  already^ — ia  the  neoesBary  oourse  and 
progress  of  ^airs,  it  mnst  become  more 
nnmeroDB  still ;  and,  what  is  worae  than  thia. 
It  will  render  it  satyect  to  flndnation,  and 
make  it  so  to  be  conaidered  b;  the  pnblio  at 
large.  There  are  few  who  diaaeat  from  the 
propoaitton,  that  too  namerona  a  Jodioial  body 
IB  an  evil,  and  then  the  ^aealioD  reonra,  what 
BQtnher  is  too  great  for  a  ]QdioiaI  body  t  Some 
of  the  evila  attentling,  are  tiieae — It  is  unfavor- 
able to  dispasnonate  consoltotion :  very  niuner- 
ouH  BSBembliea  are  leea  oqiable  of  it  than  those 
which  are  limited;  and  as  joo  extend  tbe 
body,  so  is  it  leas  capable  of  deliberating  wlth- 
ont  exoitement.  In  a  jadiciary  bodj,  conaiBt- 
Ing  of  more  than  aeven,  tbor  eonsult^ona  are 
aot  properly  oonaaltationB,  but  debatea ;  they 
aie  a  deliberative  body,  and  the  individuals 
composing  it,  instead  of  interchanging  ideas, 
make  speeches  t«  InflQence  the  rest  There 
are  other  inconveniences  attending  too  nnmer- 
MS  a  Jndioisry — thev  are  liable  to  be  divided 
into  knots  and  cabals.  If  men  of  a  saperior 
eharaoter  are  found,  they  'will  have  their  fol- 
lowers ;  and  this  is  more  likely  to  be  the  case 
in  a  lai^,  than  in  a  small  body.  If  the  body 
iatoo  nomeroQs  to  allow  them  to  oonanlt  in 
Uie  way  of  free  interoonrse  of  thoof^t  and 
otMiveTaation,  yon  make  it  a  deliberative  body, 
Ton  assimilate  it  ta  a  leg^dative  body,  and  yon 
nave  the  spirit  of  competition  and  oppoMtion. 
What  number  b  the  proper  onet  Why  is  it 
tliat  an  appellate  tribunal  mnst  consist  of  more 
than  one  individnal !  Because  you  require  the 
Ughta  of  various  understandings ;  because  one 
man,  be  his  talents  and  acquirements  what 
they  may,  will  not  look  at  the  case  in  every 
point  of  view;  another  reason  ia,  that  any 
oasual  bias  in  the  individnal  may  be  corrected. 
How  many  understandings  brought  into  con- 
toltation,  are  likely  to  throw  light  on  the  sub- 
ject t  The  consultationa  of  a  Judicial  body  are 
different  in  character  from  thoee  of  a  legislative 
one.  In  this,  or  other  legislative  assemblies. 
It  is  not  expected  that  every  member  shonld  be 
conversant  with  every  subject  brought  before 
Um ;  it  is  not  expected  that  he  should  onder- 
etand  every  question.  But  this  is  expected  of 
every  member  of  ajndioial  body.  He  most  be 
conversant  witb  every  question  that  comes  be- 
fore the  oonrt,  and  know  all  its  bearings  upon 
tlie  whole  system.  Aa  regarda  the  light  thrown 
on  the  enbject  by  various  understandings,  I 
should  say  that,  in  general,  it  is  not  advanta- 
geous to  go  beyond  foor  or  six :  circmnstanoee 
may  render  it  necessary  to  go  beyond  that; 
yet,  if  that  is  OB  large  a  number  as  can  consult 
advantageooaly,  exceed  It  no  further  than  ia 
requisite :  have  no  more  evil  than  that  wbich 

ra  cannot  avoid.  We  find  it  practically  even 
our  deliberative  and  other  bodies.  Subjects 
are  brought  before  ns — a  few  have  invesUgated 
them,  and  they  have  to  form  our  <^inion8  for 
OS,  and  indicate  how  we  are  to  act  m  the  par- 
B^lnf    point    brought    under    oonaidtiration. 


When  we  do  desire  to  get  exact  and  det^ed 
informatiDn,  sach  as  is  neccesary  for  a  judge  to 
have  on  every  queeticm,  the  matter  is  referred 
to  a  committee ;  nor  wonld  it  be  possible  for 
this  body,  HolJng  as  a  whole,  to  get  the  fhQ 
information  which  would  be  considered  as 
neoeaftfy  fca-  a  Judge.  A  general  holding  a 
formal  council  of  war,  collects  a  numerous  aa- 
aembly ;  but  when  was  a  formal  conncil  of  war 
known  to  give  nseM,  practical  advice  !  Want- 
ing such  advice,  he  wiU  resort  to,  at  most,  tfarea 
four  of  Ids  most  Intelligent  and  beet  informed 


It  is  s^d  there  are  other  nmneroos  Jndida] 
tribunals,  from  which  no  inconvenience  is 
fbnnd :  that  there  are  twelve  lodges  in  England 
who  consult  each  other,  ana  ttuit  many  cases 
are  decided  by  the  Honse  of  Lords.  With 
regard  to  the  twelve  judges,  they  consult,  bnt 
do  not  decide;  the  decisiou  is  with  the  conrt 
which  has  requested  the  consnltjitioQ ;  altboi^i, 
perhaps,  it  bas  never  happened  that  the  jnug- 
ment  of  that  partionlar  court  has  been  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  the  twelv&judgea.  It  ia  not 
expected  in  the  House  oiLotSr,  that  every 
lord  ahonld  be  conversant  with  the  sui^eet 
brou^t  before  the  House.  The  Judges  decide 
it.  The  lords  may  be  termed  the  law  jniy,  and 
the  judges  point  ont,  if  they  can,  the  error  cm 
a  particular  point  that  has  oocnrred  in  the 
actJndication  below.  It  is  but  rorel;  that  cases 
are  brought  before  them;  the  institution  wonld 
DottuiswerifappeaLswereDnmerous,if  tbel<»ds 
■nero  to  conrader  the  bearings  and  operatioas  at 
the  whole  eyst«m,  and  the  effect  ever^  decision 
mnst  have  on  the  whole  system.  They  may  be 
oonddered  as  dbcbargW  political  fonctions  even 
In  Uie  exercise  of  their  I^al  Jurisdiction.  They 
guard  agunst  the  politick  effects  wbich  might 
be  produced  by  the  decisions.  The  conrt  will 
not  only  be  too  nomerons  for  £spasaionate 
consultation,  bnt  its  composition  will,  in  aQ 
probability,  be  inibrior  to  what  it  u  at  present 

FerhapB  it  would  be  well  to  consider  for  a 
moment,  what  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  be,  and  what  ought  to  be  the 
qualifications  of  its  jndges.  It  has  been  ob- 
served that  tiie  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the  United 
States  bas  more  Important  functions  to  per- 
form than  any  olher  tribunal  that  exists  on  the 
face  of  the  euth.  It  decides  in  the  last  resort 
cases  of  common  law  jurisdiction,  of  admiralty, 
of  equity,  and  is  requu^  to  be  in  eome  degree 
oonversant  with  the  systema  of  twenty-fonr 
States.  It  has  still  more  important  fnnoti<»s 
to  perform,  important  politioal  ftmctiona.  It  is 
toside,  by  our  constitntion,  the  arbiter  bctweoi 
the  conflicting  elements  of  our  very  oomph- 
oated  ^stem.  It  is  amouR  its  ftmctiona  to  re- 
strain every  departmeot  within  its  prcnier  orbiL 
It  has  offices  of  immense  difficulty  and  delicacy 
to  perform;  it  has  not  only  to  restrain  the  power 
of  the  Stst^  bnt  also  those  exercised  by  the 
General  Government.  It  may  have  this  im- 
portant duty  to  perform,  to  declare  the  Bol«nii 
I  aot  of  the  ooofySttmiai  lej^slature  void,  to 
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resist  the  Toiee  of  a  m^oril;  of  this  -n-hole 
conntry.  This  has  been  delegated  to  it  hj  the 
constitution,  and  in  some  cases  it  will  nnqnes- 
tionablj  be  fnomnbent  on  it  to  dlBchar 
To  what  sort  of  a  bodj  ehonld  the  discharge 
of  these  important  Amctions  be  oonunittedl 
Every  one  wi]l  say,  its  members  onght  to  pos- 
sess, in  a  high  degree,  talent,  firmnes^  and 
integrity ;  and  more  than  these ;  the  indiTidTiala 
diseuaTging  duties  on  that  bench  should  pos- 
Msa  qualifioatioDB  berond  those;  they  should 
bII  be  statesmen.  They  should  be  capable  of 
combining  the  complicated  relations  and  parts 
of  onr  system ;  onr  home  relations  to  onr  for- 
eign relations;  tbey  shonld  be  conTersant 
with  international  law ;  they  should  be  with- 
ont  the  manner,  party,  or  passions  and  views, 
of  politicians :  tiey  shoaTd  be  perfectly  ao- 
qnamted  with  men.  with  the  worUngs  of 
toman  pasgions  wfthont  belni  subject  to  the 
influence  of  those  passions.  These  are  some 
qnallficationa,  and  snob  as  are  not  likely  to  be 
met  with  very  often.  Are  they  more  likely  to 
be  fbond  in  a  larger  Jndiciary  than  in  a  small 
one,  in  a  body  of  ten,  than  in  one  of  seven  t  It 
may  seem  like  a  very  Insignificant  proposition 
to  say,  that  it  is  easier  to  find  four  snob  men 
than  ten ;  yet  the  proposition  is  trae.  It 
might  seem  at  first  -view  that,  by  selecting  a 
namerons  conrt,  the  chance  is  inoreaeed  of  find- 
ing among  them  a  certain  nomber  poasessing 
the  reonisite  qnaltflcations,  bnt  snob  is  not  the 
fact  Hitherto  it  has  been  the  case,  and  it  will 
be  a^in,  that  a  few  individoals  will  be  dis- 
tlngmshed,  will  be  designated  by  the  public 
voice  as  being  pennliarly  adapted  for  this,  as 
irell  as  other  sitnations,  and  but  a  few.  There 
is  one  instanea  to  which  everybody  refers  r  to 
the  gentieman  who  now  fills  the  highest  seat 
on  onr  jndioial  bench.  He  Is  reoogniied  by 
tbe  public  voice  as  having,  in  a  pecoliar  degree, 
the  qnalifioations  that  fit  him  for  that  situation. 
It  Ib  reasonable  to  expect  that  there  will  always 
be  a  few  indivldaals,  who  will  be  tbos  pointed 
ont  by  the  pnblic  voice,  as  appropriate  ior  snch 
ritnations ;  and  as  yon  -  mix  them  with  inferior 
material,  yon  detract  from  their  valne.  In  a 
eotirt  of  ten,  the  voice  of  Uarshall  might  not 
be  heard.  Ton  diminish  the  general  weight 
of  snch  men,  by  putting  them  In  a  nnmerons 
body.  Oenins  may  operate  in  a  crowd;  her 
Toice  may  be  heard  in  a  popolar  assembly,  bat 
the  calm  dispassionate  wisdom  which  peca- 
liarlj  befits  a  man  for  «  Jndioial  station,  is  not 
ao  lu»ly  to  be  attended  to  as  in  a  small  body. 

If  individuals  are  thus  indicated  by  the  pub- 
Ho  voice  as  fit  for  saoh  sitnations,  are  they 
likely  to  be  selected  by  Oie  administration  of 
the  dayt  Is  there  any  seoorily  for  thatt 
Tea,  there  is.  There  Is  a  feelins  that  will 
operate  on  every  administration — uiat  this  de- 

gartanent  of  Oovemment  Is  sacred  :  however, 
I  making  other  appointments,  petty  views  may 
operate;  jet  in  tins  they  will  not  This  has 
been  the  feeling  of  all  the  administrations  we 
Itave  bitheifb  had,  and  it  Is  probable  it  will  be 
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the  feeling  of  all  fntore  administrations ;  and 
if  it  ahonld  not  be,  public  opinion  will  impose 
on  them  the  necessity  of  this  conrse.  Nothing 
conid  excite  louder  clamor;  nothing  wonld 
draw  down  public  execration  more  strongly, 
than  that  any  administration  of  this  country 
should  select  a  Judicial  ofBoer  for  any  purpose 
of  political  management 

Are  we  not  more  likely  also,  to  get  individ- 
aals  qualified  for  the  situation  by  selecting  them 
from  large  districts  t  Perhaps  the  present 
number  of  judges  ia  greater  than  b  necessary; 
perhaps  the  whole  of  the  United  States  might 
be  advantageously  divided  into  six  circnita,  six 
being  one  of  the  most  convenient  numbers  to 
form  a  ^nomm.  If  you  have  a  large  circuit 
itora  which  to  select^  the  Judge  of  the  drcuit 
must  Id  general  be  selected  from  the  circuit 
You  have  abetter  chance  of  getting  an  individ- 
ual qualified  from  three  or  four  States,  than 
from  one  or  two.  But  this  is  not  all;  the 
selection  Is  less  likely  to  be  influenced  by  par- 
tial views,  or  oblique  motives.  In  a  ringle 
State  a  man  may  make  himself  of  oonsequenco 
by  his  party  zeal,  by  subserving  some  purpose 
of  temporary  interest ;  and  an  mdividtul  may 
be  chosen,  having  an  ephemeral  reputation 
founded  on  other  causes  than  his  ment.  It  is 
more  difBcult  when  jaa  require  him  to  have  a 
reputation  over  three  or  four  States.  He  must 
have  something  substantial  in  his  character  and 
mind  to  sustain  this  extended  reputation. 

But  all  of  these  considerations  are  of  less  im- 
portance with  roe  than  that  to  which  I  am 
about  to  refer.    Tbe  Judiciary  should  not  be 

Sut  on  a  footing  that  will  render  it  liable  to 
uotuation;  If  it  is,  we  have,  in  effect,  no 
judiciary ;  we  have,  in  effect,  no  constitu- 
tion, so  for  as  the  judicltuy  ore  the  guardians 
of  It  If  the  Judiciary  is  liable  to  fluctua- 
tion, to  be  diminished  three  or  four  to-day,  or 
to  be  augmented  fifteen  or  twenty  to-morrow, 
we  might  as  weU  have  no  Judiciary,  so  lar  as  it 
is  requisite  the  Judiciary  ohould  be,  fr^nn  the 
oonsiBt^cy  of  its  views  and  decdons,  the 
guarantee  of  the  constitution. 

The  idea  of  Judicial  representation  is  on  all 
hands  disclaimed  in  this  House,  and  is  admitted 
to  be  absurd.  We  cannot  be  ignorant,  how- 
evei\  of  the  language  which  has  Been  need  ont 
of  doors  in  the  United  States,  It  has  been 
said  in  the  newspapers,  and  the  doctrine  has 
been  the  subject  of  discussion,  that  the  particu- 
lar views  ond  feelings  of  particular  sections  of 
the  country,  on  particular  suUects,  and  those 


All  admit  here  .that  this  doctrine  is  detestable. 
It  is  impossible  to  have  impartiality,  if  those 
views  are  carried  into  effect  Do  you  adopt 
this  doctrine  by  adopting  the  bill  on  yonr 
table  t  If  individual  Judges  are  appointed,  be- 
lieving that  they  were  selected  with  tlieM 
views,  they  will  be  likely  to  give  efibot  to 
those  views.  It  is  a  part-of  human  nature  for 
la  to  aot  up  to  the  oharaot«r  wbioh  if 
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Bttrilnited  to  him.  If  jon  expeot  firmness, 
moderatioD,  and  wisdom,  he  will  endeavor  to 
Bustaia  the  character  nbiohtlie  world  boa  giv«a 
turn.  If  7on  take  it  for  granted  that  he  is  to 
act  onder  the  impolaes  of  int«tnperanoe  and  pso- 
rion,  there  is  no  motire  for  bim  to  attempt  to 
preserve  Bbett«r  character  than  that  which  the 
world  has  given  him ;  and  if  individoalB  are 

Elacad  on  the  bench  with  these  views,  thej  will 
e  liketj  to  act  La  oonfonnit^  with  them. 
It  has  been  add  that  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  the  judges  in  the  SapremeOonrt  will 
have  a  tendenoj  to  set  afloat  all  tbe  deoieions 
which  have  b«en  made  in  constitational  ques- 
tions. Whether  this  is  true  or  not,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say,  bat  certainl;  it  maj  have  t^t 
effect  It  was  intended  that  the  three  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  ahonld  be  perfectly 
independent  of  each  other ;  it  was  not  mtended 
that  tiie  individual  Jndgee  of  the  Sapreme 
Oonrt,  or  their  decisions,  should  be  nnder  the 
control  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  if^  in  time  of  excitement,  the  m^jor- 
tly,  having  become  a  taction,  is  not  satined 
witit  the  aacisionB  of  the  coi^itntdonal  conrt, 
will  it  not  at  anj  time  be  in  t^e  power  of  the 
other  branches  c^  the  Government  to  overrule 
those  decisions  t  Id  England,  mach  alarm  was 
once  taken  at  the  creation  of  many  new  lorda. 
It  was  regarded  as  a  dangerons  innovation,  and 
an  attempt  was  made  to  restrain  the  power  of 
the  crown  in  this  respect,  thongh  that  restraint 
wonld  have  been  a  change  of  one  of  the  fonda- 
mental  principles  of  their  conatitation.  Tet 
the  ohBC£  ot  that  branch  of  their  legislatmv  is 
perhaps  lees  important  and  esBentdal  than  tJiat 
of  the  jndicta/y  with  ns.  The  independence  of 
the  jniciary  is  at  the  very  basis  of  our  inatita- 
Ijous.  With  regard  to  the  act  of  1602,  what- 
ever may  be  said  of  it  in  other  respects,  none 
donbt  it  was  a  hazardons  precedent^  and  every 
individaal  will  Join  with  me  In  wiping  that  it 
may  not  he  necessary  to  follow  in  these  times. 
It  is  in  times  of  faction,  when  party  spirit  runs 
high,  ithat  Ldiasatisfaction  is  most  likelr  to  be 
occasioned  by  the  deelsionB  of  the  Bflpreme 
Ckiort  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Sapreme 
Conrt  or  the  conslitntion  itself,  will  ever  be 
able  to  stand  against  the  decided  current  of 
pnblio  opinion.  It  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  the  temporary  opinion  of  a  m^ority ;  for 
«  mi^joritj  acting  nnjnstly  aad  nnoonstitutional- 
ly,  under  the  influence  of  excitement  a  m^or- 
ity  thongh  it  be,  is  nothing  more  than  a  fac- 
tion, and  it  was  the  ol^ject  of  onr  oonstitntion 
to  control  it  The  constitution  has  Md  down 
the  fundamental  and  immutable  laws  of  Jnstice 
for  onr  Qovemment,  and  the  mtyority  that 
constitutes  the  Government  should  not  violate 
these.  The  oonatitntion  is  made  to  control  the 
Government;  it  has  no  other  object;  and 
thongh  the  Supreme  Conrt  cannot  resist  public 
opinion,  it  may  resist  a  temporary  majority, 
end  may  change  that  nuyority.  Ilowever  high 
the  tempest  may  blew,  individuals  may  hear 
Ibe  oalm  and  steady  voice  of  the  Jndiciaiy 


warning  them  of  thrar  danger ;  they  will  ebrink 
away ;  they  will  leave  that  m^rity  a  minority ; 
and  that  is  the  secmity  the  constitutioii  in- 
tended by  the  Jndioiary,  These  are  the  motim 
that  prevent  me  from  voting  for  the  bill  <a 
the  Uble. 

It  may  be  asked,  do  yon  seonre  this  fixed- 
ness and  permanency  of  the  judiciary,  by  re- 
jecting the  bill)  If  you  confine  them  to  Qw 
present  nnmber,  or  rednoe  them  to  rix,  do  yon 
provide  that  they  shall  be  a  permanent^  nnflno- 
taoting  body  t  win  yon  not  stand  on  tiie  mm 
footing  as  beflDre  t  It  will  still  be  in  the  powa 
of  Congreaa  to  add  to  or  diminiah  its  nnmben. 
My  olgect  is  to  place  it  on  such  a  footing,  m 
that  there  may  be  no  temptation,  no  neoMrity 
to  innovate ;  that  its  oi^ianizotion  du^  oon- 
tinne  j>ermanent^  for  so  long  a  time,  that  pub- 
lic opmion  may  settle  on  it  as  the  commcm  lav 
of  our  constitution.  By  adopting  a  schenw 
similar  to  that  proposed  by  the  gentleman  frtnn 
Georgia,  alteration  may  be  nnnecesaary  for 
half  a  century  to  come.  It  is  not  merely  what 
is  written  on  the  parchment,  that  is  to  be  con- 
sidered constitution.  The  composition  of  the 
English  oonrts  is  not  fixed  by  any  positive  law, 
yet  the  English  Parliament '■" •i-:_i. 


It  wonld  a 


anging  ue  constitution  of  the  courts  at  n 
minster.  It  may  become  so  with  us,  and  I  wiA  to 
pnt  it  on  such  a  footing  that  it  may  become  sa 

Does  the  project  of  tbe  gentiemaa  from 
Georgia  provide  a  remedy  for  the  giievasoea 
complained  of  by  the  Western  country  I  Hiom 
evils  are,  that  there  has  been  a  great  aoonmo- 
lation  of  buMneas  in  the  conrts  of  the  Weattni 
conntry ;  and  this  oljection  is  the  lose  inriii^j^ 
on  becanae  it  is  admitted  that  this  aocnmnla- 
tioa  is  owing  to  temporary  oauaea.     The  mort 


ability  in  the  local  courts ;  and  a  want  of  ii 
formation  as  respeots  the  local  laws  in  tbe  Ear 
preme  Conrt 

According  to  Qie  plan  of  the  Bmator  from 
Qeorpa,  the  number  of  the  Judges  of  the  8ft- 
prome  Court,  and  the  number  and  distributiCB 
of  the  district  Jndgee,  are  to  remain  u  tf 
present  I  wonld  throw  out  for  consideration, 
whether  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  may 
notbeconvenientlyreducedtodx.  Thequonnn 
of  that  conrt  will  be  four,  and  the  m^wtt;; 
of  the  qnomm  three. 

Instead  of  associaliiig  three  district  jt>dga> 
to  foiin  a  Circuit  COTirt,  I  wonld  propose 
that  the  District  Courts  should  exercise  an  un- 
limited jurisdiction,  as  the  Circoit  Courts  it 
present  Let  each  dronit  judge  hold  a  idn^ 
oonrt  of  original  and  appellote  jurisdiction, 
annually,  in  each  district  of  bis  circuit  Where 
the  amount  in  controversy  is  less  than  two 
thousand  dollars,  let  there  be  an  appeoL  as  at 
present,  from  the  District  to  the  Circuit  Conrt^ 
and  let  the  determination  of  titat  court  be  finaL 
When  the  amount  exceeds  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, let  it  be  at  the  option  of  the  |brty  to  taka 
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an  an>Ml  lAOter  to  the  Oircait  . .  ... 
Cowt ;  but,  In  etther  case,  let  the  decidon 
fiiuL  Than  owses  are  bronght  originally  in 
th*  Olricnit  Oomt,  let  the  sppMl  be  as  at  pres- 
ettfc.  It  leHJis  to  me,  that  this  plan  is  not  liable 
to  anr  lerkiai  QlgectionB;  that  it  will  provide 
sn  effectnal  remedy  for  the  grievaitoes  whidi 
are  compluned  of ;  and  that  it  oont^ns  as  little 
innovation  aa  any  effectnal  and  nnolQectioaable 
plan  that  can  be  devised. 

It  will  provide  tor  the  tmiuaation  of  business. 
There  is  so  grotmd  to  apprehend  that  the  dis- 
trict jndgea  will  find  any  difBonlty  in  transact- 
ing tiie  bnainoas  of  their  districts,  as  at  present 
arranged,  for  a  centory  to  oome ;  and  i^  by 
any  possibility,  the  bnsinees  of  a  district  should 
accnmolate  beyond  the  power  of  a  jndge  to  dia- 
obarge  it,  it  may  be  divided.  It  wiil  likewise 
render  the  duties  of  the  Sopreme  and  Oircnit 
Oonrta  leas  bnrdensome,  and  enable  the  present 
■number  of  jndges  to  discharge  them  for  an  in- 
definito  period  of  time.  Uany  cases  in  which 
s[ipes]a  are  now  taken  to  the  Supreme  Ooort, 
will  be  finally  decided  in  the  Oironit  Court. 
It  is  plain  that  the  circuit  dnty  will  be  lessened 
at  lea-tt  one-half.  Tbe  jndges  of  the  Snpreme 
Court  are  now  tasked  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
their  powers.  As  bnmness  increases  in  the 
natnrtu  progress  of  society  and  population,  it 
is  plain  that  they  will  be  nnable  to  perform  it 
Aljnost  the  whole  year  is  divided  between  the 
circuit  and  the  session  of  the  Snpreme  Court. 
The  appointment  of  additional  judges  will 
rather  add  to  the  difB-Colty  than  paUiate  it ;  for 
a  nnmarons  court  must  of  coarse  get  along  with 
Its  business  more  heavilv  than  a  limited  one. 
The  proposed  system  will,  in  some  measure,  ao- 
oommodate  itself  to  the  exigency  of  afihira.  If 
the  district  Jndge  is  a  competent  one,  almost 
all  the  bnsinees  will,  in  the  first  instance,  be 
carried  into  that  court  If  otherwise,  mnch  of 
it  will  be  commenced  in  the  Circuit  Court. 
The  ori^nal  jurisdiction  of  the  Circuit  Court 
will,  for  some  time,  answer  a  valuable  purpose, 
where  the  district  judges  are  at  present  incom- 
petent, in  consequence  of  having  been  appoint- 
ed to  small  salaries,  and  dntios  comparatively 
nnimportant  If  the  Supreme  Oonrt  is  bur- 
thened  with  business,  and  confidence  is  reposed 
in  tbe  circuit  Judge,  many  appeals  will  be  car- 
ried from  the  District  Court  to  him.  There  is 
no  reason  to  doubt,  that,  on  the  proposed  plan, 
the  whole  business  of  tbe  oonntry  may  be 
transacted  withont  difficulty,  or  an  increase  of 
judges,  to  as  distant  a  period  as  it  is  necessary 
for  ns  to  look  forward.  ^ 

Complaints  are  also  made,  that  the  district 
judges  are  incompetent,  and  that  there  is  a  de- 
ficiency of  information  in  the  Snpreme  Court, 
with  respect  to  local  law.  '  The  source  of  the  in- 
oompetency  of  the  district  Judges,  every  one 
traces  to  their  having  been  appointed  with  a 
view  to  limited  duties,  and  their  salaries  being 
too  small  to  command  tbe  services  of  individ- 
nals  properly  qualified.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
(fflly  remedy,  is  to  enlarge  their  salaries  end 
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their  jnriBdiotion,  I  have  no  great  opinion  of 
the  beuefite  to  be  derived  &om  tbe  judges  trav- 
elling into  the  several  States  to  acquire  a  knowl- 
edge of  local  law,  and  communicating  their  acqui- 
sitions to  their  brethren.  There  are  serious  ob- 
jections to  allowing  an  appeal  firom  a  Judge  to  a 
court  of  which  be  is  a  member.  His  opinions 
are  seldom  weighed  with  an  entirely  impartial 
scrutiny.  But,  bow  infinitely  is  the  objection 
increased  when  he  is  supposed  to  possess  ezoln- 
slve  information  with  respect  to  the  subject  on 
which  he  has  decided.  The  oonrt  will  infellibly 
mn  into  the  habit  of  referring  the  case  to  the 
Judge  who  is  supposed  to  have  peculiar  quaM< 
cations  for  detormining  it ;  and  the  rest  of  tbe 
members  will  become  careless  of  understanding 
it  for  themselves.  Ho  method  has  been  devised 
for  the  investigation  of  a  question  as  to  have  an 
able  advocate  on  each  side,  intwested  to  bring 
forward  every  thing  that  can  favor  bis  own  view 
of  the  suljjeot  You  are  mnch  more  likely  to 
inform  the  Snpreme  Court  on  tbe  subject  of  lo- 
cal laws,  by  rendering  the  district  judgee  able 
and  enligblened,  than  by  sending  its  members 
on  a  (uroult  Into  the  several  States.  The  dis- 
trict judge  should  understand  the  laws  of  hia 
own  State  thoroughly.  By  sound  reasoning— 
by  on  enlightened  opinion,  he  may  inform  the 
Snpreme  Court — this  is  the  legitimate  mode  by 
which  a  judge,  in  the  first  instance,  should  in- 
fluence the  appellate  tribunal.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
served, too,  tliat  all  the  Slates,  with  a  single  ex- 
ception, have  tbe  same  general  system  of  oom- 
mon  law.  When  the  case  arises  under  the  statr- 
ute  of  a  State,  the  slatnto  itself  will  tie  before 
the  Supreme  Court,  and,  iu  general,  the  decisions 
of  the  State  tribunals  giving  construction  to  it 
Whatever  I>eoeflt,  however,  is  to  be  derived  trtm 
the  information  which  the  iudges  of  the  Su- 
preme Oonrt  are  to  acquire  ny  travelling  into 
the  8tat«B,  will  be  obtained  in  about  an  equal 
degree  nnder  either  systAm — that  proposed  by 
tbe  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  or 
bj  the  bill  on  your  table.  The  only  difTerenoe 
will  be,  that  u»e  Judges  will  go  into  three  or 
four  BtBt«e  instead  of  two  or  tlu^e. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  amendment  will 
also  be  itee  from  the  objections  which  have 
been  nrged  against  the  system  which  wontd  givo 
the  Snpreme  Oonrt  appellato  jorisdiction  exclu- 
sively, and  locate  it  at  the  seat  of  Oovernment^ 
It  is  said  that  an  appelate  Judge  should  not  be 
out  of  the  habit  of  transacting  business  at  nisi 
prina.  Thatthisisneoessarybywayof discipline 
and  as  a  test  of  his  talent — that  confined  to  an 
appellato  court,  Judges  are  likely  to  become  in- 
dolent— some  will  rely  on  the  judgment,  and 
obtain  a  repotatdon  by  the  aid  of  the  talents  of 
others.  If  there  is  some  troth  in  ^ese  remarks, 
they  are  to  be  taken  with  mnch  qualification. 
It  may  fairly  be  taken  for  granted,  that  no  judge 
will  be  appointed  to  the  Snpreme  bench,  whose 
talents  have  not  been  well  ascertained.  He 
will  have  the  stimulus,  which  alone  (hetrides  the 
sense  of  dnty)  can  operate  on  any  judge — the 
dedre  of  personal  repntation— -and  not  only  r^ 
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otsticn  irittt  the  pnbllo,  bnttbe  d«di«  to  nuln- 
tidn  his  weiriit  (oia  oondderaticm  irith  his  breth- 
nn  of  the  benoL  The  beneflta  to  be  derived 
from  the  intelleotaal  disoiptine  of  preaidin^  &t 
nisi  prJDB  are,  in  mj  apprehendcm,  veir  limited. 
It  is  B&id  that  a  Jadge,  exeroinng  i^ipelltta  Jarl»' 
diction,  fa  likel;  to  oeoome  abitncted  and  im- 
practicable. It  is  not  eaaj  to  oonoetTe  how  thia 
ehoold  happen  in  taj  ii^iuions  degree,  wheo  he 
Is  dtdly  convewant  with  the  detailB  of  boMneaa, 
and  the  practical  operation  of  haman  a^rs. 
The  nid  prina  discipline  maj  reodar  a  Jndxe 
more  prompt  and  aoate,  and  teach  him  to  relj 
on  hia  own  reaooroea.  He  maj  Iw  a  tietter  jodge 
of  men,  and  more  able  to  detect  the  peijory  of 
a  shuffling  vitneea.  Bnt  I  am  act  aware'  that 
these  qoalmcations  will  render  him  mora  fit  to 
diaoliarge  the  dntiee  of  a  jndce  in  the  last  resort 
An  Old  fiuley  solicitor  u  itkel;  to  be  prompt, 
sonte,  and  dextrons,  bnt  I  shoold  not  ezpeot  fram 
him  a  very  profound  or  oorreet  jndgoieDt  on 
^fficolt  or  intricate  aaUect.  A  Jodge  who  ea 
ploys  all  the  intervals  from  Us  appwate  duties 
in  predding  at  nin  prioB,  mnst  oome  to  the  dis- 
oharge  of  those  dutiee  with  a  mind  ezhansted, 
with  haMts  onsnited  to  deliberate  InvwUgatioQ. 
Perhaps  an  appellato  Jadge  ought  to  be,  in  some 
degree,  abstracted  and  impracticable — at  all 
events,  not  bo  practical  and  dextrous  as  to  ao- 
oommodate  his  rale  to  what  he  conceiyes  flttdng 
in  everj  particular  case.  Under  the  sjetem 
propc»ed  b;  the  amendment,  the  Jndgee  of  the 
Supreme  Oonrt  will  discharge  a  portion  of  niM 
pnns  dnty — as  mnch  as  can  be  serTioeable  by 
way  of  discipline,  without  overbnrdening  them, 
or  ^ving  the  pecniiar  and  exoltuive  oharaoter 
of  nisi  prina  iadges. 

It  is  said  tiie  iadges  should  not  be  Ant  vp  at 
Wathington;  tnat  thej  are  likely  to  have  ai 
improper  devotion  to  the  power  en  the  Govern. 
ment  m  whose  sarrioe  they  are,  and  from  whioh 
they  derive  their  support ;  that  this  is  (o  be  oor- 
rected  by  the  Jndges  redding  in  the  varions 
Btates,  and  having  interooQise  with  the  people ; 
that,  having  political  fonotions  to  disoharge,  they 
ahonld  be  conversant  with  public  opinion,  and 
imbibe  the  spirit  of  the  timea  \  that  this  is  not 
only  necessary  to  fit  the  court  for  disoharging 
its  dnties  ably  and  with  safety  to  the  rights  of 
the  Btates,  but  to  oommand  that  public  confi- 
dence in  tie  coort  which  is  neoeesary  to  snpptrt 
It  By  the  amendment  we  propose,  the  Jadgee 
will,  in  general,  reside  within  the  limits  of  their 
(drcnits,  and,  oonsequently,  be  dispersed  over  the 
Unilod  States.  They  will  have  a  wider  intor- 
oonrse  with  the  people  than  at  present,  and, 
oonseqaently,  more  ample  means  of  asoertuning 
public  opinion.  It  is  diffionlt  to  foresee  the  op- 
eration of  any  new  system  beforehand.  There 
may  be  something  in  the  plan  we  propose,  to 
prevent  its  working  ancoeaatolly.  Yet  it  seems 
tbat  it  is  necessary  to  do  something,  and  we 
mnat  adopt  what  aeema  least  objectionable.  The 
plan  proposed  bj  the  amendment,  seema  likely 
to  remedy  the  inconveniences  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, widioot  b^g  liable  to  the  Directions 


which  eziat  with  reapeot  to  the  syaton  of  tba 
bill  on  your  tatde. 

Ur.  RunwLPH  addressed  the  Senate  fbr  up- 
wards of  an  hour  in  opposition  to  the  bilL 

The  qneetiui  was  then  taken  m  the  motion 
to  raoommit,  and  was  decided  in  fb»  negative, 
by  yeas,  and  nays,— ^yeas  8,  n^fs  81, 

The  bill  wss  then  reported  to  the  Honsa,  and 
the  amendmeatmadeinOommittee  of  Hie  Whole 
oononrredin. 


BATUBDJ.T,  April  IS. 

The  bill  "fbrther  to  amend  the  Jndioial  Sys- 
tem of  the  United  States,"  was  read  a  third  tim^ 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  retomed  to  the 
House  for  ooncurrenee  in  the  amendmenta. 

Tus.-^esns.  Banon,  Bell,  Benton,  OujnbM^ 
Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Salon,  Edwards,  HarnMe, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Helnies,  Johnson  of  Eentoc^, 
Joboston  of  LoniMan*,  Kane,  King,  Uoyd,  llaik% 
Hills,  Bead,  Bovan,  Bngries,  Sanfotd,  Seymour, 
Smith,  Tkiewell,  Thonla^  Tan  Buron,  White,  WO- 


T&unsDAY,  April  SO; 

Load  for  tht  Indiana  Wabaih  and  I4kt  ErU 

Gmal 

The  Senate  then  mpceeded  to  eoniider,  aa  in 
OommiUea  of  the  Whole,  the  biU  to  grant  a 
oertun  quantity  of  land  to  the  State  of  Indian^ 
for  the  purpoee  of  ai^ng  said  State  tn  cnM«{iw 
a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  tbe  Waba^ 
River  with  those  cf  Lake  Erie. 

[This  bill  grants  for  this  purpose  a  quantity 
of  land,  equal  to  dz  sections  in  width,  ttmbnc- 
ing  the  land  on  both  sides  o^  and  most  oon- 
tigaona  to,  theoanal,from  one  end  to  tho  other, 
sntneot  to  the  disposal  of  the  Stat«  Lagtdatnre.} 

A  short  debate  took  place  on  this  bOl.  It 
wss  opposed  by  Meears.  Ohamiilis,  Houo^ 
OoBB,  and  Fiin>T.a.T,  as  a  wild  projoct  in  at- 
tempting to  carry  a  oanal  through  anoh  a  wH- 
demesa,  nor  was  the  length  rfthe  canal  qwoified, 
and  all  the  land  which  would  be  impioved  or 
rendered  valnable  by  i^  would  be  reserved  to 
the  State.  Mr.  Fihuu-t  expressed  his  wSling- 
neas  to  asast  it  by  snbscribing  for  stock  as  Qiey 
had  done  for  other  canala. 

The  bill  wss  Bupported  and  defended  by 
Veasrs.  Hksdbiokb,  EAnnisoEt,  and  Jobubos, 
of  Kentucky,  who  nrged  the  praotioabili^  and 
importance  of  the  canal,  and  the  incapa^^  c/ 
th^Ute  of  Indiana  to  effect  It  without  the  tiA 
of  OoDgresa. 

The  following  observations  of  ana  td  the  lat- 
ter gentlemen,  will  serve  to  axpldn  the  grouidi 
on  whioh  the  bill  was  advocated. 

Ur.  HsHDBiOKa,  of  Indiana,  sud,  it  would  be 
nnpardonable  in  him,  at  this  late  period  of  tha 
session,  to  det^  the  Senate  by  a  speedt  <tf  any 
oonaidarabla  Imgth.  On  this  snljeot,  however, 
it  is  perhaps  nnneoeseary  for  me^  said  Xr.  Exs- 
DBiOBB,  to  give  any  assoranoes,  for  it  has  not 
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been  my  pnotioe  to  oblmde  mjself  upon  the 
attention  of  Ms  hoAj  in  frequent  or  long  de- 


Senate  at  an  earlier  dsj,  to  hare  aud  mooli 
more  tlian  I  now  ahall.  I  feel  myself  indebted 
to  the  oomitj  of  the  Smate,  for  reenming  its 
oonaideradon  at  this  late  hour  of  the  seeaioQ, 
and  of  the  day,  and  will  endeavor  to  rep^  that 
oomit7,  by  dodng  Qie  diaonsBicHi  on  my  part  in 
R  very  ihort  time. 

Sir,  a  moment  at  a  time  like  thia,  when  tibe 
members  are  starting  and  preparing  to  go,  ma^ 
be  all-importvit  to  a  measore.  The  lUinois 
Oanal  bill,  which,  about  three  hoars  ago,  was 
defeated  by  an  eqnal  diviMon  of  the  B^iate, 
would,  in  all  probability,  if  on  its  passage  at 
this  momen^  obtua  a  difibrent  rendt.  One 
member  from  Uiryland  ie  gone  home,  one  from 
Delaware  is  sick,  and  anotLer,  from  Kentaoky, 
leaves  na  in  the  morning.  These,  with  one  or 
two  others  believed  to  be  friendly  to  the  oanee 
t^  internal  improvemonla,  being  absent,  di- 
minish oar  proej>eota  in  the  present  case. 

A  report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Roads  and 
Owials  aceompsnied  this  bilL  It  has  been 
printed  and  laid  on  tiie  tables  of  members 
almost  three  monjjie.  It  has  been  read,  and 
oontaios  all  the  information  which  is  moat 
obviondy  oonneoted  with  the  sobjeot.  Bat,  as 
Icqniiiea  have  been  made,  and  oijectlons  start- 
ed, I  will  endeav<^  to  answer  them.  It  is  said 
that  tiie  oooDtry  is  yet  a  wildemesa,  inhabited 
bj  Indiana,  and  lliat  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  im- 
isovements  of  this  kind,  which  belong  to  ad- 
Tflnced  periods  of  the  improvement  of  a  conn- 
try.  GenUemen  talk  of  twenty  years  to  oome, 
of  another  generation,  aa  time  enough  for  snob 
improvements  as  these.  Soggeetions  of  this 
kind  are  serions,  inasmnoh  as  they  create  dif- 
fiooHiea  in  the  minds  of  those  who  know  noth- 
fog  abont  our  oonntry,  and  operate  onfavor- 
alMy  to  the  present  qnestion.  In  all  oliier 
views,  they  wonld  only  show  ns  from  the  West, 
how  little  gentlemen  from  the  East  and  Sonth 
know  abont  onr  oonntry,  and  could  only  excite 
a  smile.  On  this  subject,  I  refer  gentiemen  to 
tbe  hiitory  of  om-  country.  In  ISOO,  the  North- 
western Territory,  now  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Dlinola,  contained  only  a  few  thon- 
aend  inhabitants,  confined  to  the  Oonnecticat 
Beearve,  Yincennea,  Kaskaskia,  and  D^roit, 
and  a  few  settlements  on  the  Ohio.  That  Ter- 
ritory now  sustains  a  popnl&tion  of  perhaps  one 
million  and  a  half;  sencts  twenty  members  and 
one  delegate  to  the  other  House;  and,  if  an 
i^iporllonmeat  oonld  be  based  on  the  present 
population,  it  would  be  entitled  to  six  or  eight 
more.  Let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  H^ne, 
who  has  made  this  objection,  that  the  fertile 
regions  of  the  Western  conntry,  as  the  Indian 
tide  become*  eztingaished,  cluuige  instaotane- 
onsly,  as  if  by  magic,  from  a  dense  forest  to  a 
highly  cultivated  country  ;  and  let  me  ftirtber 
tcU  the  gentleman,  that  his  own  citizens  and 
oonstituent^  from  the  Penobscot  and  Eennebeo, 


ud  in  produdng  this  state  of  things.  Sir,  of 
all  regions  of  the  West  whioh  have  been  set- 
tied  within  liie  last  fonr«nd-twenty  years,  none 
has  jffogreaeed  with  more  rapidity  than  will 
this  Wabash  country.  Tbe  canals  of  New  Tork, 
die  navi«^on  of  Lake  Erie  and  of  the  Wiami, 
to  Fort  W^ne,  afford  fscilitie&  In  arriving  at 
this  oonntry,  whioh  never,  until  very  recently, 
had  any  existence.  Heretofore  the  (q)proaoh«a 
to  that  country  from  the  East,  were  by  land, 
in  many  instances  a  distance  of  a  thoussnd 
milee ;  or  else  by  water,  fit>m  some  navigable 

Kint  on  the  Ohio,  or  its  tributwy  streams 
le  eiposnres  and  fotiguee  of  fiuniuea  in  this 
removsl  well  prepared  the  northam  constitn- 
tlon  for  tbe  diseases  of  the  oonntry,  and  in- 
flicted, in  many  instance^  innumerable  calaml- 
ties  on  the  tmfbttunate  emigrant  The  reputa- 
tion qI  the  DOuntzy  for  health  waa  ii^ured,  and 
emigration  disoonraged.  All  thla  is  now  re- 
moved. The  Western  oonntry  of  the  Wabaah 
is  also  better  adapted  to  tbe  northern  emigrant 
than  any  dirtrict  heretofore  settled  west  of  the 
State  of  .Ohio.  The  ffltuation  of  this  district, 
then,  in  all  respeoti,  Joatiflee  the  belief  that 
it  will  settle  with  a  r^tidity  heretofbre  un- 
known. 

Sir,  the  vety  fact  that  the  oonntry  is  unset- 
tled, Is  the  strongest  reason  fbr  pasdng  thla  biD. 
Why)  the  land  Is  now  your  own.  Ton  have 
it  yet  to  give,  but  the  moment  yon  put  it  into 
market,  Uiat  ceases  to  be  the  case.  Yon  sell 
the  beet  lands  for  one  dollar  and  twenty-flve 
cents  per  acre,  and  not  only  put  It  out  of  yonr 
power  to  aid  the  State  in  this  way,  but  yon 
produce  this  state  of  thinga.  If  ever  the  8tal« 
should  be  able  to  make  this  canal,  she  wiU 
have  to  operate  in  a  highly  cultivated  ooontty, 
and  have  to  pay  five,  ten,  and  twenty  dollars  per 
acre  for  the  luid  throngh  which  it  most  pose. 
In  this  way,  bj  not  passing  the  bill  before  the 
lands  are  put  m  market,  yon  not  only  refise  to 
do  the  State  a  powtive  good,  bat  leaUy  inflict  a 
positive  ii^ury. 

It  has  also  been  objeoted  that  there  has  been 
no  survey  of  the  rente;  no  estimates;  that  . 
there  may  be  various  routes  for  this  oanal,  and 
on  this  subject  we  have  no  information.  Bir, 
the  report  inst  read,  gives  you,  I  believe, 
reasons  which  oaght  to  be  saliBniotory  on  these 
point*.  Two  years  ogo,  yon  psssed  a  law  aor 
thorizing  the  State  of  Indiana  to  survey  this 
rente  throngh  yonr  public  lands,  and  gave  tiie 
very  liberal  donation  of  land  for  the  bed  (tf  the 
oanal,  and  ninety  feet  on  each  side  thereof; 
and  you  reserved,  also,  from  ssle,  the  seodons 
throngh  whioh  this  ronte  might  pass.  The 
subject  of  this  survey  bos  been  before  the  Lep- 
islatare  of  the  State.  They  refOsed  to  appro- 
priate money  to  make  the  survey.  They  were, 
perhaps,  correct  in  this.  For,  oeing  destitute 
of  the  means  of  making  the  canal,  it  was  deem- 
ed  bad  policy  to  expend  money  in  its  location. 
Tbe  location  of  tbe  canal  would  only  have 
attracted  attention  to  the  puUio  land  in  that 
quarter ;   wonld  have  given  ft  nominal  and 
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flctdtjona  valoe  to  tt,  whioh  for  man;  fears 
OBimot  be  realized,  witlioat  the  aid  of  the 
G«DeraI  OoverameDt  in  oonstracdiig  the  oanaL 
It  would  have  iiuured  the  aale  of  the  lands  oon- 
tigaooB,  aud  have  created  new  difBonlties  for 
the  State  whensoover  ahe  loight  detenniDe  t« 
engage  in  the  work.  The  State  of  Indiana  will 
not  antborize  the  enrre;  at  her  own  ezpenae, 
nnleae  she  has  ;onr  aid  in  thia,  or  some  otbw 
form,  to  enable  her  to  progrees  with  the 
work. 

There  oan  be  bnt  one  ronte  fbr  tbia  canaL 
It  mnat  follow  the  atream  &om  the  western 


naota  the  rirer  St.  Uary's  three  milea  above  its 
JonotiDn  with  the  SL  Joseph's,  with  tita  waters 
of  theWabaab.  It  is  lesa  than  seven  nilee 
between  the  points,  and  so  low  is  the  summit 
level,  that  amall  water  oraft  haa  freqoentlj,  in 
times  of  high  water,  paued  from  the  one  to  the 
oUier.  It  is  believed  that  a  feeder  of  a  few 
milee  in  lengUi  from  the  St.  Joseph's  will  anp- 
plj  this  BDinmit  with  anj  qnantit;  of,wBter,  or 
tlut  the  St.  Uarj's  may  be  naed  fbr  this  pnr- 
poae,  bj  damming  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Wajne.  The  fact,  however,  that  the  waters  of 
the  east  and  the  west  mingle  at  that  point, 
proves  the  snmmit  level  to  be  very  inconsider- 
able. As  to  the  length  of  this  canal,  opinions 
are  somewhat  different.  Some  opinions  say 
that  a  ont  across  this  summit  level  will  m 
snfBcient;  others,  that  the  cnt  must  be  extend- 
ed to  the  Little  Wabash,  a  distance  of  twenty- 
five  miles;  and  others,  Utat  it  mnst  be  extend- 
ed still  farther.  The  lowest  pdnt  named  is 
the  month  of  Tlppeoanoe  lUver.  Tbia  is  believ- ' 
ed  to  be  distant  from  Fort  Wayne  abont  one 
bnndred  miles.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  the 
canal  shonld  terminate  below  the  month  of  Uie 
Itiasisdnaway,  and  this  wonld  require  a  cut  of 
perhaps  Bt\j  miles.  Its  length,  however,  is  not 
ao  great  a  consideration.  It  is  a  matt«r  of  prin- 
dpTe.  Will  yoa  ^ve  lands  for  this  pnrposet 
If  yon  will,  its  magnitude,  thongh  it  shoiud  go 
to  the  Tippecanoe^  ought  not  to  deter  yon. 
Ton  oannot  donbt  of  the  expedienoy  of  the 
measure,  whether  yon  look  at  the  importance 
of  the  oonntry  oontignoua,  or  the  vast  and  fertile 
T^ons  with  whiobj  and  between  whioh,  it  will 
open  a  communication.    If  the  canal  be  a  long 
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The  Sen&te  tben  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  motion  submitted  by  Ur.  Bbahcb,  rela- 
tive to  the  extent  of  the  power  of  the  Executive 
in  appointing  foreign  Ministers. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  resolntion. 

Hi.  Habpeb,  of  South  Oarolina,  spoke  for  an 
lumr  in  snpport  of  the  resolution. 
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Be  was  followed  by  Mr.  Llois,  in  opponticm 
to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Tazswxll  sud  tlie  question  fbr  the  emt- 
sideration  of  the  Senate  ia,  whether  the  Consti- 
tution of  t^e  United  States  confers  upon  the 
Pretident  that  power,  which  in  his  message  tk 
tbe  2Sth  of  December  last,  to  this  body,  he  as- 
serts to  be  within  his  exclnave  "  oonstitatiaDal 
competency." 

I  oonopr,  entirely,  s^d  Mr.  T.  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Ohaubsbb,)  in  the 
opinion  which  bebaaexpreesed,  that  it  ianeoea- 
sar;  to  understand  distinctly,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, what  is  the  tme  nature  and  precise  extent 
of  the  power  the  President  has  so  asserted,  before 
we  can  ^perly  decide  whether  this  power  be 
within  his  '' conatitutional  competency  "or  not. 
But  I  differ  very  widely  from  that  Senator  as 
to  the  oorrectnesB  of  the  mle  to  which  he  re- 
fers, for  the  pnipose  of  learning  what  the  bua 
nature  and  precise  extent  of  his  power  ia. 

According  to  all  received  opinions  uptxi  the 
aobiect  of  interpretation,  whioh  have  ever  come 
under  my  observation,  the  meaning  of  language 
is  to  be  sought  for,  first,  in  the  obviona  signifi- 
cation  of  the  word  used.  If  this  be  certain,  tbe 
intention  of  him  who  used  them  is  filed  and  de- 
termined, bnt  if  doubt  still  remuos,  this  doubt 
must  be  removed,  by  a  reference  to  tlidr  con- 
text. And  if  certainty  is  not  there  fomid,  then 
resort  mnat  be  bad  to  other  words  naed  contem- 
poraneonsly  by  tbe  same  author,  in  reference  to 
the  same,  or  even  similar  subjects.  It  is  by 
theee  rules  the  President  mast  judge  of  the 
meaning  of  onr  language,  need  in  bms  sent  to 
him  for  his  ^iprobation ;  and  by  tho  same 
roles,  therefore,  we  must  judge  of  the  meaning 
of  bis  language,  used  in  messages  sent  by  him 
to  this  btwy. 

Tried  by  any  of  these  well-spproved  stand- 
ards, the  true  nature  and  precise  extent  of  the 
power  asserted  by  tbe  President  npon  this  oo- 
oamou,  ia  clear  and  confessed.  The  "measure" 
which  he  deems  to  be  within  his  constitutional 
competency,  he  expressly  declares  to  be  that 
mentioned  by  him  in  his  message  to  both  Honaa 
of  Oongress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session.  In  that  message  this  "  measure  " 
is  pronounced  to  be,  "  tA«  Mmnuwiotu'tiff  iff 
Xinuten  on  thtparto/the  UniM  State*  to  at- 
tend at  th»  deli3>iratwn»  of  tht  Conf/retK^  Pa*r 
ama,  and  to  take  part  in  tA«tn."  Bo  that  the 
obvious  signification  of  the  words  used  to  de- 
note the  true  nature  and  predse  extent  of  the 
power  asserted  by  the  President,  npon  this  oft- 
cauon,  is,  that  the  authority  to  appoint  and  com- 
mierion  such  ministers,  is  within  Ids  exdnsive 
constitutional  competency ;  and  this,  without 
any  limitation  or  qualification  whatever, 

lil  however,  any  donbt  conld  yet  remain,  as 
to  the  natnre  and  extent  of  the  power  uioa 
clumed,  without  stint  or  limit,  that  donbt  mnst 
yield  to  tbe  explanation  of  the  words  oaed  \f3  ' 
tbe  President,  pven  by  himself  in  their  con- 
text. His  language  is,  that  "altbongh  this 
measure  was  deemed  to  be  within  the  eonstitu- 
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tioQEil  competency  of  the  Executive,  I  have  not 
thought  proper  to  take  tnj  et«p  in  it,  t>«fore  a»- 
Oert^ning  tost  my  opinion  oS  its  expediency 
Till  concnr  with  that  of  both  branches  of  the 
legialatnre."  Hence,  it  plainly  appears,  tbat 
the  power  asserted  hy  tLe  I^ident,  was  a 
power  not  then  (viz.  December  86}  ezeonted, 
bnt  remaining  yet  to  be  executed — a  power 
irhioh,  although  deemed  to  be  within  his  con- 
BtitDtioiuQ  competency,  was  one,  in  the  execa- 
tion  of  which  he  had  not  then  (December  20) 
thooght  proper  to  take  any  sl«p.  A  power, 
in  the  execution  of  which  he  needed  no  eia 
from  the  ooncorring  eat  of  the  Senate,  whom 
he  had  consulted,  not  as  to  the  power,  bnt  m 
to  M«  erpediency  of  exerting  it  in  the  particular 
case.  So  that,  if  this  assertion  be  correct,  the 
Senate  are  indebted  for  the  privilege  of  giving 
any  opinion  in  relation  to  the  "measure,"  not 
to  the  constitniion,  bnt  to  the  gracious  good 
win  of  the  President  alone,  withm  whose  ex- 
closive  "  constitutional  competency  "  the  pow- 
er of  creating  and  of  consmnmatmg  this  new 
political  relation  is  deemed  by  him  to  reside. 

Bat,  sir,  some  meaning  must  be  annexed  to 
the  President's  words,  and  what  is  the  rale  of 
interpretation  by  which  the  Senator  from 
3Caryland  contends  we  ought  to  try  them,  for 
tiie  purpose  of  ascerbuning  their  tme  significa- 
tion t  He  adnuts  that  the  power  is  asswted  in 
terms  general  and  nnqualified ;  bnt  tells  us  that 
Bn  intended  limitation  and  restriction  of  the 
terms  used  may  be  fonnd  elsewhere,  If  we  will 
but  search  for  it.  And  where,  Bii\  does  he 
searob  for  this  intended  limitation !  In  the  co 
text  t  No.  In  the  contemporaneous  expositii 
^ven  by  the  President  himself?  Ko.  Bnt  he 
saya,  we  must  take  these  general  and  unqnali- 
fled  terms  in  connection  with  other  langoage, 
to  be  fonnd  in  other  docnments  which  came  to 
as  ooverad  by  the  same  envelope  that  enclosed 
tikis  message,  and  to  which  other  documents 


plain  words  used  by  the  President  npen  one  oo- 
oa^n,  in  a  confidential  message  to  this  body, 
and  in  relation  to  one  subject,  we  mnst  resort 
to  other  words,  used  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
npon  another  occasion,  in  letters  to  foreign  Uin- 
isters,  relating  to  a  different  subject  I  If  this 
nile  of  interpretation  he  correct,  the  Senator 
from  Haryland,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  certainly 
entdtled  to  all  the  merit  of  an  invention  so  novel, 
and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  so  singnlar  also. 

I  do  not  think,  however,  that  even  this  newly 
Lnvented  role  of  constractioD  will  stand  the 
Senator  ttasa  Ifaryland  in  much  stead,  at  least 
npon  this  occasion.  For,  if  you  refer  to  these 
letters  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  It  is  pro- 
posed to  connect  with  this  messace,  in  order  to 
understand  the  true  meaning  of  t£e  words  used 
in  the  latter,  yon  will  discover  that  Ur.  Clay, 
In  referring  to  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  as  a 
preliminsry  to  the  appointment  of  MlniBt^rs  to 
Panama,  does  not  intend  to  inform  the  fordgn 
Uinistera  to  whom  he  was  writing,  what  waa 


the  natnre  and  extent  of  the  power  which  the 
President  claimed  to  be  his,  but  merely  to  state 
to  them  as  a  fact  the  mode  in  which  that  power 
wonld  be  employed,  in  this  particular  case. 
Whereas,  in  this  message,  the  President  refers, 
not  to  the  power  he  meant  to  employ,  bnt  to 
that  which  be  deemed  to  be  within  his  "  con- 
stitutional competency,"  although  he  did  not 
mean  to  exert  it  npon  uiat  occasion.  The  Presi- 
dent olaims  a  right,  avowing  in  his  cltdm  itself 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  esert  it  at  that  time, 
although  it  was  his ;  while  the  Secretary  refers 
to  the  manner  in  which  a  supposed  exisling 
power  wonld  be  then  employed. 

Every  one  mnst  see,  immediately,  that  it 
wonld  have  been  as  great  an  assumption  on  the 
part  of  the  Secretary  if  he  had  undertaken  to 
communicate  to  any  foreign  Hinister,  the  ex- 
tent of  what  he  deemed  to  be  the  rights  of  the 
mere  abstract  authority  of  the  President,  which 
it  was  not  intended  ba  exert,  as  it  is  admitted 
to  be  on  the  part  of  the  President,  to  assert 
such  an  anthonty  without  limitation  or  restrio- 
tdon.  It  is  inconceivable  by  me,  then,  in  what 
way  the  statement  of  Mr.  Clay,  made  to  a  for- 
eign IGnister,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
power  of  the  Pretddent  wonld  be  employed  by 
nim,  in  a  partionlar  case,  can  asust  ns  in  dis- 
covering what  is  the  tme  natnre  and  precise 
ext«nt  of  a  general  and  unlimited  anuiori^, 
clamed  by  the  President^  but  which  is  expresuy 
declared  by  him  not  to  be  intended  to  be  nsed 
on  that  occasion.  And  yet,  this  is  the  sole 
source  from  whence  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
has  derived  his  opinion,  that  the  President,  by 
the  broad  and  noqualL&ed  terms  he  has  em- 
ployed in  this  message,  meant  to  assert  nothing 
more  than  the  right  of  appointing  Ministers  to 
Panama,  during  the  reeem  of  the  Senate. 

And  here,  Mr.  President;  I  cannot  avoid  ag^ 
noticing  the  unkindness  to  the  President,  of 
those  who  wish  to  interpolate  in  his  message 
these  words,  "  during  the  reoess  of  the  Senate," 
which  are  not  to  be  fonnd  even  in  the  docn- 
menta  accompanying  it.  To  defend  him  fr«m  the 
charge  of  clsjming  an  authority,  which  it  is  con- 
ceded on  all  sides  that  the  constitntion  never  con- 
ferred npon  him.  they  would  not  only  conriot  him 
of  the  grossest  ignorance  of  his  mother  tongue, 
but  now  seek  to  fix  npon  him  the  imputation 
of  the  miserable,  puerile,  childish  vanity,  of  as- 
serting nnnecessari^,  and  "  ex  cathedra,"  \a  Uie 
Senate  in  ses^on,  what  would  have  been  his 

fower  if  they  had  not  been  in  session !  If,  dr, 
could  once  bring  myself  to  the  belief  that 
snch  was  his  real  purpose,  I  would  advise  my 
friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Bbuich)  to 
withdraw  his  resolution,  and  in  its  stead  pro- 
pose to  the  Senate  to  return  as  an  answer  to 
this  message,  the  only  proper  reply  it  would,  I 
think,  ment,  by  sending  hmi  the  contemptnona 
Spartan  IF,  engrossed  in  capital  letters,  npon 
the  largest  akin  of  parchment  which  could  be 

But  sir,  I  stand  not  here  to  prosecute  philo- 
logical inquiries,  or  to  a^uat  with  the  President 
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the  terms  which  ooortesf  and  good  mtmnen 
prescribe  as  proper  U>  be  atteudea  to,  ia  his  in- 
teroooree  with  tiie  co-ordinate  departments  of 
this  OovernmeBt.  I  have  risen  to  defend  the 
privileges  of  the  Benate,  and  the  rights  of  the 
Bovereisn  State  whose  repreeentaUve  I  am,  both 
of  whicn  I  deem  to  have  been  assailed,  b?  the 
covert  assertion  of  a  daogeroos  power,  the  ex- 
ertion of  which  is  insidionalj'  waived,  in  the 
very  claim  wherein  the  anthorit?  is  declared  to 
esiaL  And,  therefore,  ae  it  has  been  distinctlj 
conoeded  on  all  hands,  that  the  power  which  I 
have  contended  to  be  asserted,  and  which  I  still 
beliere  to  hare  been  int^Dtionallj  saserted,  bj 
the  President,  In  this  message  of  December  28tb, 
does  not  belong  to  him,  I  will  now  proceed  to 
examine  thst,  which  the  Senator  Jrom  Marj- 
Isnd,  and  he  &om  Masaoehtisetts,  (Ur,  Unx^) 
admit  to  be  tJumed  by  Uie  Preddent,  and  which 
thej  both  strenaooslr  contend,  does  of  right 
belong  to  him. 

What  is  that  power  t  It  is  the  vtay  same  in 
kind,  although  not  in  degree,  with  that  which 
the/  have  a£nitted  not  to  be  within  the  consti- 
tntional  competenej  of  the  Ezecntive.  Limiting 
its  ezerciae  to  the  recesfi  of  the  Senate,  thej 
contend  that,  daring  such  a  recess,  the  rreu- 
dent  has  the  uncontrolled  power  to  send  aaj 
Uinisters,  to  an;  nation^  or  to  any  people  nnder 
the  enn,  at  his  mere  will  and  pleasnre.  Yes, 
^,  tiiat  he  has  authority,  the  moment  we  ad- 
joarn,  to  send  a  Uiuister  to  Greece,  or  to  Hayti, 
If  he  shall  choose  to  do  so.  Not  only  may  he 
do  this,  bnt  that,  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, he  may  send  any  Minister  he  thinka  proper, 
to  any  congress  of  any  nations,  or  of  anypeo- 
j^6,  (whether  assembled  at  Panama,  or  at  Vero- 
na, or  Yienna,)  with  which  he  in  his  onrestrained 
discretion  may  see  fit  to  connect  ns ;  and  that 
he  may  clothe  these  his  Ministers,  when  so  sent, 
with  any  powers,  ftmotiona,  or  anthorides  he 
may  choose,  even  to  contract  alliances  offenaiTe 
and  defensive,  or  to  pledge  the  taitii  of  the 
United  States,  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  position  these  Senatora  take. 
And  how  have  they  supported  the  aaaertion  of 
this  enormons  prerogative,  which  they  olum 
to  appert^n  to  tne  President  as  of  right  f  Have 
they  songht  support  for  it  in  the  written  pre- 
cepts (rf  uie  constitctton  t  No.  Do  they  dednoe 
it  from  any  prinoiple  derived  from  the  general 
theory  of  onr  Government,  or  the  geoios  and 
.spirit  of  onr  institntions !  No.  Bnt  they  sup- 
port this  extravagant  pretension,  horribly  por- 
teutons  as  it  is  to  the  best  interests  and  dearest 
rights  of  this  people,  by  a  few  fbeokdi 
which  th^  indnstry  has  enabled  them  to  picli 
np,  in  the  obscurity  where  they  Jay  hid,  sparse- 
ly scattered  here  and  therein  tiie  secret  history 
of  our  diplomatic  intercourse,  "abVTbec<indita." 
Yes,  sir,  they  find  in  onr  archives  examples  sach 
as  onr  saored  history  records  of  angel  visits, 
"  bnt  few  and  far  between,"  and  becanse  they 
have  discovered  a  fiw  eatei,  in  which  a  power 
enpposed  to  be  somewhat  analogous  to  that  for 
which  they  cont«nd,  has  been  exercised  by  tomt 


Presidents,  nnder  drcnmstanoes  altogetber  nmm 
and  eery  peevliar,  they  think  thej  ame  fi|iri7 
and  logically  from  soch  premiaea,  wnen  thej 
oonclade  tJiat,  becanse  some  former  Preradenta 
have  eiertod  some  snch  power,  nnder  aonM 
special  olrcnmstanoea,  that  therefore  the  prceeoit 
and  fiitore  Preodents  may  exert,  as  of  right,  ft 
rimilar  poww,  In  all  OMee  whatsoever.  They 
contend,  that  becanae,  daring  the  receos  of  ths 
Senate,  a  Consul  has  been  appointed  by  oao 
Preudent,  to  supervise  the  interests  of  oar  sail^ 
ors  in  the  port  of  smne  nation  with  which  we 
had  long  carried  on  commerce,  eryo,  during  a  liks 
recess,  all  Presidents  may  of  right  appoint  IGo- 
istera  to  any  other  nation,  with  which  we  have 
never  had  eoouection  of  any  kind,  even  CMJoa, 
Japan,  or  Oto  Grand  Turk.  They  contend,  that 
becwiae,  dnrinj;  the  reoeae  of  the  Senate,  o&b 
President,  in  tune  of  flagrant  war,  has  ^pmnt 
ed  «  ICnister  to  negDtiat«  ft  peac«  with  ft  bar- 
barian tribe,  trga,  dnting  the  like  reoeea,  nil 
Presidents,  in  t&ie  of  peace,  m^  of  rifdit  n»- 
point  Envoys  Eztntorduury,  U>  recog^ze  ^« 
independence  of  any  people,  stmg^in^  to  free 
themselves  from  the  domination  of  then:  former 
Sovereign,  onr  ^iproved  friend.  And  tfaej 
contend,  that  becanse,  during  the  reocss  of  th« 
Senate,  one  Preadent,  in  a  time  of  nrnvavd 
peace,  has  u>pointed  a  Minister  to  an  andent 
and  aokuowlodged  Sovereign,  merely  to  main- 
tain with  him  the  oustomary  relations  of  oonr- 
tesy,  amity,  and  commerce,  ergo,  during  the 
like  recess,  all  Presidents  may  appoint  bo  many 
deputies  as  they  tidok.  proper,  to  a  OoogreaB^ 
to  be  composed  of  they  know  not  whom,  or  for 
what  pnrpoee  assembled. 

Sncn,  or,  is  the  nature  and  effect  of  tb«  sole 
argument  which  has  been  urged  upon  this  sub- 
ject. An  ai^nment,  the  error  of  whidt  is 
stamped  so  strong;  and  plainly  upon  ito  vtitj 
fnoe,  that  I  wonld  not  tre^Mss  upon  the  time  of 
the  Senate  in  answering  it,  was  it  not  for  the 
awfully  important  consequences  to  which  it  un- 
avoidably leads.  As  these  oonseqneoces,  how- 
ever, involve  the  very  existence  of  this  Qovem- 
ment,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  I  hope  I 
shsll  be  exonsed  if  I  detain  yon  longra  than  per-- 
haps  I  ought,  while  I  examine  in  detail  tlM 
various  taui  to  whioh  we  have  been  referred, 
and  upon  which  alone  this  argument  is  mad* 
torest. 

Before  I  do  thla,  Mr.  Freodent,  I  mnst  be 
penuittod  to  premise  some  general  remarks  in 
which  (if  they  be  correct)  the  Senate  wiU  find 
a  Botis&otory  answer  to  all  these  precedents, 
were  Uiey  even  ihore  numerona,  and  mora 
strictly  applicable,  than  those  to  which  we  have 
been  referred. 

And  first,  sir,  I  utteriy  deny  the  oorrectnea 
of  this  doctrine,  whidi  seeks  to  create  a  new, 
substantive,  and  friUtfol  source  of  power,  in 
existjng  or  fhtnre  Preridents,  Srom  the  past 
practices  of  their  predecessors.  And  I  deny 
more  strongly,  if  I  may  do  so,  the  aothority  to 
enlai^  the  volume  of  power,  issuing  from  this 
newly  disoovered  foimtftiii  bj  the  process  cf  is- 
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dnction  and  reasoning  hj  Boalofff.  Let  it  be 
onoe  granted  thst  the  praoidoe  otone  Frasident 
nvM  alegilimate  antiKnitf  tohiiraooeasor,  and 


giTeat 
that  t] 


this  authority  may  be  oilarged  by  analo-    not  ue  practice  of  the  GovernmetiL  but  the  long 


giea,  and  it  mnst  b«  obvioua  to  alL  that  the 
pover  granted  bj  the  people  to  the  EzeontiTe, 
althon^  made  by  the  oonatatntion  bnt  a  school- 
bof'B  anowball.  In  a  ten  taraa  would  beoome  a 
moDstrona  av^anohc^  that  moat  one  day  omsh 
thranBelree.  DnderaGovemmcotlbnudednpon 
a  written  oonstitotion,  by  which  nraie  ouier 
than  limited  power  ii  granted,  and  in  whidi  all 
powers  not  granted  are  ezpresslT  reserved ;  in 
the  natnre  of  things  there  can  be  no  other  le- 
-gitimate  aoorce  of  anthorit;,  than  the  written 
oonBtitDtion  itaelt  Any  department  of  aaoh  a 
aoremmenl^  therefore,  which  exerts  a  power 
tijAt  cannot  be  deduced  dirtetlf/  from  Otb  oon- 
stitntion,  is  guilty  of  nioipation. 

It  is  tros,  that  where  the  language  of  the  oon- 
stitaljon  In  its  grants  of  power  is  donbtfnl,  the 
oonatant  praotioe  tinder  It,  regolady  and  Inva- 
rfablf  pnraaed,  whenever  a  caae  haa  arisen  with- 
in the  eoope  of  the  donbtM  grant  and  is  which 
Eraotioe  all  have  aoqnieaoed,  and  for  a  long  tim& 
I  entitled  to  verr  high  re^teot ;  and  pent^w  I 
might  even  go  mrther,  and  say,  ought  to  be 
oonaidered  as  conclnsive,  to  show  that  soch  a 
nracUoe  was  (^  right.  And  why  is  this  I  It  is 
becanse,  in  a  donbtfnl  case,  Hooh  constant  and 
regular  practioea,  so  nniformly  and  invariably 
■oqniesoed  in,  amonnt  to  thehlgheet  evideno^  to 
prove  the  oorreotneae  of  Qke  original  oonstniollim 
of  the  grant,  from  which  grant  the  power  is  di- 
rtctlu  oednoed.  Bnt  whwe  the  oonstitnlion  is 
not  doabtfoL  or  where  oases  are  fonnd  of  mere 
oooanonal  departure  fhnn  the  principles  on 
which  the  conatdtntionitselfisfbnnded,  sJthongh 
the  psrcbment  rolls  ehonld  reach  hi^  as  Felion 
piled  on  OssB,  and  Olfmpna  npon  Felion,  the 
precedents  thev  mar  fiu^h  ought  not  to  weigh 
even  as  "  the  dnst  In  the  bslonce." 

If  this  be  so,  it  follows  neoeesaril;,  that  be- 
fore any  case  famished  by  onr  archives  can  be 
ooosidered  as  entitled  to  the  sliehtest  respect,  as 
a  precedent  of  rightM  power,  it  miurt  be  dearlj 
■hown  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
of  our  ittttitntioos,  not  contrarient  to  the  ex- 
nreaeed  precepts  of  the  constitntion,  and  to  have 
Seen  adopted  as  a  role  regularly  and  invariabiT 
observed  in  all  oth^  oases  of  the  same  kind, 
which  preceded  or  followed  it.  I  say  regnlart; 
and  invariably  observed :  for  libertj  can  have 
none  bnt  negative  precedents  in  its  favor.  It 
exists  011)7  u^  t^^  exemption  from  the  op- 
pression and  nsnrpadon  of  power.  And  aa 
«ven  the  Buccetefal  resistanoe  of  attempted 
osorpotion  merely  dams  np  the  stream,  leaving 
no  trace  of  its  intended  coarse  bnt  in  the  dr; 
and  vacant  channel,  which.  If  nnobstmoted,  it 
might  perhaps  have  occnpted — so  the  want  of 
pTMedent  in  cases  where  precedents  of  power 
might  be  fonnd,  if  it  had  been  supposed  to  exist, 
la  the  highest  authority  to  show  that  it  has  never 
been  granted,  even  where  the  words  of  the 
grant  are  donbtfid,  and  Qa  power  olumed  b  in 


accordance  with  the  principles  of  onr  institn* 
Ag^n,  Bir^  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  it  is 


and  qniet  aoqniesoence  of  the  people,  under  that 
practice,  which  gives  a  tadt  assent  ta  the  power 
exerted,  in  a  doabtfol  case.  It  is  their  tacit  as- 
sent, to  beinferredfrom  such  acquiescence,  that 
sanctifies  the  claims,  and  approves  the  couatruo- 
ld<Mi  of  the  doubtfU  grant,  from  which  the  pow- 
er asserted  is  direot^/  deduced.  Therefore^  be- 
fbre  any  case  famished  can  be  considered  as  en- 
titled to  the  slightest  respect  as  a  precedent  of 
rightflil  power,  it  most  oe  shown  to  be  one  of 
snfScient  importance  to  have  attracted  general 
observation,  and  of  sufficient  pnbl!oit7  to  have 
been  generaUy  known  and  understood;  fot 
none  oan  be  supposed  to  approve  that  which 
they  never  observed,  or  obsening,  did  not  on 
dentand. 

And  this,  rir,  cuts  np  the  a^nment  of  analogy 
at  oooe,  by  the  roots :  fbr,  as  nothing  oan  be 
approved,  bat  that  winch  is  observed  and  un- 
derstood, to  contend  tliat,  beoanse  the  fact  of 
power  exerted,  haa  been  nnderatood,  and  Bc<^ni- 
eeoed  in,  that  therefore  all  the  inductions  which 
even  Mr  analogy  maf  dedooe  from  this  fkot  are 
also  approved,  would  be  as  absurd  as  to  contend 
that  ul  had  approved  of  the  Newtonian  theory, 
who  had  ever  seen  a  pear  &11.  All  men  were 
owable  of  notidng  ana  understanding  this  fact, 
and  most  mm  would  see  the  first  and  obviona 
consequences  resulting  from  it ;  yet,  none  but  s 
Newton  ooold  have  traoed  th^  analogies,  and 
hj  the  aid  of  induction,  have  inferred  bom 
thence  the  law  of  the  Universe.  So,  too,  when 
a  &at  of  power  exerted  is  shown  to  have  oo- 
onrred,  under  otrcnmstsnoes  inviting  general  ob- 
servation, and  ^rmitting  general  knowledge  of 
its  existence,^  if  it  has  been  acqniesced  in  quietiy, 
it  may  be  Mr  to  ai^e  that  Uie  power  exerted 
in  that  particular  case,  has  Been  tadtly  ap- 
proved; and  so  conclude  that  the  same  power 
may  bo  properly  again  exerted  in  the  samo 
mode,  and  under  the  same  circiunstauaes.  Bat 
the  inferencemuBt  gonpftutber ;  becsoseuoth- 
ing  beyond  this  can  be  then  known,  is  then  gen- 
erally understood,  or  can  be  fairly  suf^HMed  to 
be  approved. 

whosoeverj  then,  seeks  to  derive  power  from, 
or  to  snst^  it  by  precedent  merely,  must  show 
a  precedent  agreeing,  not  In  somejbnt  in  all  es- 
sentisls,  with  the  case  before  him.  Theremastbo 
no  abstractions  in  the  argnment  Frinciplesmnst 
not  be  inferred  from  one  case,  by  the  process  (^ 
induction,  and  enlarged  and  extended  by  the 
process  of  analogy  to  other  cases  of  a  like  kind, 


analogies.  Thia  may  be  permitted  in  ph^rsica, 
because  there  experiment  may  be  perpetually 
resorted  to,  in  order  to  test  the  trath  of  the 
reasoning.  Bat  it  must  not  be  endured  la  tho 
polities  of  a  ftee  country,  where  a  written  con- 
stitution exists,  the  sole  object  of  which  is  to 
prevent  soch  experiments  from  being  made. 
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Thia,  sir,  is  B  It^pablican  Govenunent,  the 
form  of  wliioh  was  dictated  by  mspicion,  snd 
guarded  bj  Jealonsj,  espociallj  of  £zecQ(ive 
poTer.  To  auch  a  GovermnentitiBobvioiu,itO 
more  power  would  be  grants  tban  wbat  was 
believed  to  bo  necessary  to  atttun  the  objects 
wUch  ita  aathora,  the  people,  bad  in  view ;  and 
that  the  powers  necessary  to  this  end  woold  be 
oheclced  and  balaaoed,  by  diatribntjng  them  be- 
tween the  different  departmenta,  each  Inde- 
pendent of  the  other,  and  placed  aa  a  sentinel 
over  its  acta.  That  concnrrence  of  opinion  be- 
tween different  departments  wonld  be  requisite 
in  all  matters  involving  great  Interests;  and 
that  the  high  destinies  of  the  people  would 
never  be  committed  to  the  nnreetrained  diecre- 
tdon  of  any  mngle  man.  These  principlea  are 
dictated  by  the  spirit  of  all  oar  institntiona,  and 
exhibited  in  every  part  of  onr  oonstitation  it- 
eel£  Bach  principles,  however,  cannot  be  reoon- 
oiled  with  this  enormons  prerogative  clumed 
for  the  President,  althongh  its  exercise  be  lim- 
■  Ited  only  to  the  period  of  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate. For  it  mnst  not  escape  notice,  that,  ac- 
cording to  this  new  doctrine,  the  President  is 
not  cancelled  to  aet  while  the  Senate  is  in  sw- 
don,  bnt  may  forbear  to  do  so,  until  the  recee& 
withont  the  least  disparagement  of  his  aseerted 
power.  The  office  of  a  foreign  Minister,  ac- 
cording to  this  argument,  is  one  created  by  the 
pnblio  law ;  is  recognized  merely,  by  the  con- 
etitntJon,  as  an  office  of  potenti^  exist«nc«,  to 
be  filled  only,  when  an  exigency  arises  re- 
qniring  it  to  oe  called  into  action,  and  of  the 
occurrence  of  eactx  an  exigency  the  President  is 
sopposed  to  be  the  sole  Judge.  So  that,  if  the 
EzeoatiTe  will  bnt  suspend  the  declaration  of  Its 
Judgment  until  Oongress  a^oums,  immediately 
thereupon  he  may  prononnoe  a  vacancy  to  have 
happened  in  any  office  appertaining  to  our  for- 
eign intercourse,  and  proceed  to  fill  up  the  va- 
cancy so  prodncod,  as  one  occurring  dnring 
the  recess  of  the  Senate.  All  original  appoint- 
ments belonging  to  onr  foreign  relations  are 
thus  placed  within  Uie  absolnte  power  of  the 
President,  by  this  argument ;  and  as  no  one  has 
or  can  deny  to  him  the  right  of  filling  up  vacan- 
cies, actually  happening  in  such  offices,  dnring 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  sAer  they  have  been 
once  filled,  the  whole  power  over  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  United  States  is  thns  virtnally 
transferred  to  the  Eiecntive,  withont  check  or 
limitation.  A  prerogative  so  vast  and  magnifl- 
oent,  which  would  endow  the  chief  magistrate 
of  a  tree  people  with  plenary  regal  power,  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  je^ons  spirit  of  onr 
Bepublican  institotions. 

It  is,  moreover,  sir,  directly  contrary  to  the 
written  and  expressed  precepts  of  the  constitu- 
tion. To  secure  the  liberties  of  the  people,  the 
constitution  created  three  co-ordinate  depart- 
ments of  Government— the  Legislative,  Execu- 
tive, and  Judiciary,  each  independent  of  the 
other ;  and  it  distributed  between  them  aU  the 
powers  it  meant  to  convey.  Be^nningwith  the 
L^lislative  department,  it  provides,  in  the  first 


section  of  the  flrat  article,  that  all  the  IiegiBl»- 
tive  power  therein  granted  should  be  vested  in 
a  OongreM,  to  connst  of  two  bodies,  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives  and  Senate.  Punning  this 
divinon  it  proceeds,  in  the  three  first  paragraphs 
of  the  second  section  of  this  article,  to  prescribe 
the  manner  in  which  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  shall  be  chosen.  And,  having  thus  pro- 
vided a  full  and  oomplete  House,  it  then  pro- 
ceeds, in  the  fourth  paragraph,  to  declare  the 
mode  in  which  vaeaniMK  Aappeninff  therein  shall 
be  filled,  viz. :  "  when  vacancies  luqipen  in  the 
representation  from  any  State,  the  ExecntiTe 
authority  thereof  shall  isHue  wnta  of  d«ction  to 
fill  such  vacancies." 
Here  the  term  "  vacancy "  first  occurs  in 


and  here  it  is  most  i 
fest  that  it  mnst  refer  to  an  office  once  filled, 
but  afterwards  becoming  vacant,  by  some  oo- 
onrrence  "  happening  "  to  the  incumbent,  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  had  been  chosen. 
And  that  the  only  authority  here  given  to  the 
State  Executive  is,  to  employ  the  prescribed 
means  "  to  fill "  this  appointment,  wiiich,  hav- 
ing been  once  sapplied,  had  so  become  emp^. 
This  construction,  called  for  by  the  pl^n  sig- 
nification of  the  words  of  the  constitution,  has 
received  the  sanction  of  this  whole  people,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  Oovemment  to  this  honr ; 
and  no  example  exists,  in  which  the  Executive 
of  a  State  has  ever  ventored  to  isane  a  writ  of 
election,  except  to  supply  vacancies  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  produced  by  aawa 
event  "  happening  "  after  an  original  Section 
had  been  made,  and  during  the  l«rm  for  which 
such  election  was  made.  Tbe  meaning  of  the 
words,  as  used  in  this  part  of  the  instrument 
is  therefore  fixed  and  determined. 

The  aame  signification  is  agun  pven  to  (he 
same  worda  whwe  they  are  next  found.  Hav- 
ingdirected  the  manner  of  creating  the  House 
oiBepreeentativea,  and  preserving  it  complete^ 
ttiroughout  its  oonstitotional  term  of  two  yeats, 
in  the  second  section  of  tbe  first  article ;  the 
constitution,  in  the  third  section  of  the  same 
article,  takes  up  the  other  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture, the  Senate.  In  the  firat  paragraph  of  the 
third  section,  it  provides  how,  and  by  whom, 
the  members  of  this  l>ody  shall  be  at  first 
chosen ;  and  having  so  provided  a  fiill  and 
complete  Senate,  it  proceeds,  in  the  second 
paragraph,  to  declare  the  mode  in  which  future 
"  vacancies  "  in  that  body  also  shall  be  filled. 
Its  language  is,  "  if  vacancies  happen,  by  resig- 
nation, or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the 
legislature  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof 
may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  legiBlatnre,  which  ihall 
tJien  fill  such  vacancies." 

Kow  here  it  is  more  clear,  if  poedUc,  than 
in  the  former  case,  that  the  "  vacancy  "  which 
the  State  Executive  ia  anthorized  to  supply,  by 
a  temporary  qipointment^  ia  not  an  original 
vacancy,  (if  1  may  ao  speak,)  but  a  "  vacancy  " 
occnrring  in  the  Senate,  after  tbe  appointment 
of  a  Senator  has  been  once  made  by  the  l^^a- 
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latore;  and  which  racano?  has  "happened"  b^ 
teaignation  or  otherwise,  oot  onlj  during  the 
term  for  which  the  firat  senator  was  appoint- 
ed, but  dnring  the  reoeea  of  the  legislature  of 
any  State.  And  if  any  oonfirmatJOQ  of  the 
oorrectnew  of  this  oonstraotion  could  ^~  ~~ 


lAnnmii,  the  Beofitor  &om  Connectiont,  made 
in  Haroh,  1B2S.  The  circnmstaDoea  of  that 
cose  are  of  BO  recent  date,  and  the  decision  iUelf 
being  made  bj  the  members  now  here  present, 
It  cannot  be  ueoesAai7  to  state  it  more  par- 
t^aalarlf.  The  meaning  of  the  tenns  oaed  in 
liie  constitution  being  thns  fixed  and  deter- 
mined, in  the  two  instances  where  the;  first 
occor,  we  onght  not  to  donbt  that  thej  were 
employed  in  the  same  sense  where  we  shall 
next  fiad  them. 

fiavlag  disposed  of  the  L^ialative  depart- 
ment in  its  first  article,  the  eonstitation  pro- 
oeeds,  in  the  second,  to  provide  for  the  Execu- 
tive, to  prescribe  the  mode  of  its  appointment, 
and  to  endow  it  with  its  appropnate  powers. 
In  describing  these  powers,  the  snbject  of  ap- 
pointment to  offices  constitutes  the  matter  of 
^e  second  psragraph  of  the  second  section  of 
t^is  article ;  and  this  power  is  therein  delineat- 
ed by  these  words ;  "  He  shall  nominate,  and, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Ben- 
ate,  shall  appoint  ambassadoM,  other  public  min- 
lHt«ra,  and  consals,jadges  of  the  Supreme  Ooort, 
and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States, 
irhose  ^pointmeuts  are  not  herein  otherwise 

Srovided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by 
iw." 

Had  the  eonstitation  stopped  here,  none 
oonld  donbt  that  the  power  of  appointment, 
even  of  the  lowest  officer  nnder  the  Glovem- 
ment,  could  not  have  been  rightfolly  exercised 
by  the  President  alone,  at  any  time  whatever. 


ofsc 


law  providing  that 


this  might  be  done.  In  all  other  cases,  this 
power  is  expressly  granted  to  him  in  coi\)ano- 
tdon  with  the  Senate,  without  whose  advice  and 
consent  it  could  not  be  rightfully  exercised. 
Bet  the  constitution  does  not  stop  here.  Hav- 
ing, as  in  the  former  cases,  prescribed  the  gen- 
eral mode  in  which  all  original  appoinnnenta 
were  to  be  made,  it  proceeds,  in  the  next  para- 
graph of  the  same  section,  Ia  provide  for 
"'  vacancies."  Its  language'  is,  "  the  President 
ehaU  have  power  to  Ali  up  all  vacancies  that 
may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by 
granting  commisions,  which  shall  expire  at  the 
endof  tLeirneit  session."  And  it  is  nnder  this 
dauBo  that  gentiemen  derive  the  prerogative, 
which  they  claim  for  the  President,  of  calling 
Into  eiisteuce,  dnring  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
new  offices,  never  before  filled,  and  of  filling 
them  at  his  pleasure. 

According  to  their  theory,  the  office,  lile 
original  sin,  has  existed  throughout  all  time. 
Aware,  however,  of  the  difficnltiea  to  which 
this  proposition  would  lead,  when  it  shonld  be 
replied,  that,  if  the  offioe  did  so  exist,  it  must 


always  have  been  vacant;  and  of  conrse  thai 
the  vaoonaydid  not  "happen during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate^"  they  hare  resorted  to  the  dis- 
tinction between  potential  and  actual  existence^ 
maMng  vacancy  apply  only  to  the  latter  state 
— of  the  oocnrrence  of  which  the  Pretident  ia^ 
in  their  opinion,  tha  sole  Judge.  To  this  sobtia 
ailment,  I  answer,  first,  that  the  same  words 
here  used  have  been  shown  to  be  employed  is 
two  preceding  clauses  of  the  constitution,  in 
reference  to  the  same  subject  of  vacancies. 
That  their  signification  has  been  there  fixed 
beyond  all  doubt ;  and  has  been  shown  to  refer 
not  to  potential  but  to  actual  office,  in  which, 
being  once  ffiled,  a  vacancy  has  happened,  b^ 
reason  of  some  ooonrrenoe  to  the  former  incam- 
benL  And  that  the  same  interpretation  most 
therefore  be  given  to  the  sanie  words  when 
they  occur  here  for  the  Uiird  time  in  Qm  aame 
instrument. 

My  opinion  has  ever  been,  Mr.  President, 
that,  as  the  constitution  has  expressly  declared 
"tiie  Exeontive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a 
Premdent,"  this  power  of  appointment  to  office 
would  have  necessarily  belonged  to  him,  as  an 
incident  of  the  general  Executive  authority 
with  which  he  was  thus  clothed,  bat  for  the 
otiier  provision,  to  which  I  have  already  re- 
ferred, by  which  Uie  advice  and  consent  of  the 


clause,  which  authorizes  the  President  to  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  to  office,  not  as  a 
donation,  but  as  a  limitation  of  the  power  of  the 
Executive.  But  for  this  clause,  the  whole 
power  would  have  been  his ;  and  this  as  well 
during  the  sesdon,  as  daring  tiie  recess  of  the 
Senate.  That  Jealousy  and  oread  of  Executive 
power,  however,  wWch  is  manifested  in  so 
many  other  parts  of  this  instrmnent,  induced 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  to  check  and 
limit  it,  by  requiring  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  in  its  exercise,  t»  all  eata.  Foreeeeiug, 
then,  that  even  after  the  appointments  had  tjeen 
originally  made,  in  the  mode  prescribed,  that 
vacancies  might  nevertheless  occur  in  the 
offices  which  had  been  so  supplied,  and  that 
the  vacancies  might  happen  dnring  tlie  recess 
of  the  Senate,  the  framers  of  the  oonstitution 
made  an  exception  to  tbe  general  mie  they 
had  so  previously  declared ;  and  by  the  elanscL 
before  referred  to,  gave  to  the  President  the  fidJ 
power  to  fill  np  all  twA  vacancies.  In  doing  this, 
they  merely  gave  to  him  a  power  dmilar  to 
thi^  which  they  had  before  given  to  the  Eieon- 
tive  of  each  of  the  States,  in  relation  to  the  like 
vacancies  occurring  in  this  body,  and  no  more. 
The  construction  now  contended  for,  however, 
would  make  the  exception  even  larger  than  the 
rule  itself;  and  not  only  so,  but,  by  the  force 
of  the  proviso,  would  render  nngatory  the  rule, 
to  which  it  is  an  exception  merely,  and  which 
rule  was  intended  to  limit  and  restrain  a  power 
of  the  Preddent,  that  without  it  would  be  ut- 
qnaMed. 

X.oogk 


ABRIDOHENT  OF  THB 


«■] 


[APHL,lSSiL 


I^  nr,  I  hava  been  sacoeBaM  in  the  sttemptB 
I  have  thaa  made,  to  ebow  that  tlie  power 
claimed  for  the  Freddent  upon  tbU  occaiiou 
Is  opposed  to  the  ptinciplea  of  onr  inrtitntioiu, 
and  forbidden  bj  the  precepta  and  timitatdmu 
of  the  ooDstitntion,  it  would  not  be  neoesaarj, 
probablj,  to  notice  the  com*,  in  which  ndi 
Dnantborized  power  is  anppoeed  to  have  been 
exerted.  BnL  sir,  the  name  and  fame  of  the 
wise  and  good  men,  nnder  whose  administra- 
tioD  tbeie  rapposad  acts  of  lawleea  omrpation 
are  aaid  to  hare  occurred,  is  dear  to  this  people. 
Their  well-«anied  reputation  ia  pnblio  property 
of  great  and  inegtimable  valne,  and  of  no  one 
particle  of  which  am  I  willing  to  be  deprived, 
until  the  right  to  commit  the  waste  is  clearly 
made  ont.  I  ask  Tonr  indulgence,  and  that  of 
the  Senate,  a  while  longer,  therafore^while  I 
■ball  endeavor  to  prove,  that  neither  Washing- 
ton, or  Jefferson,  or  Uadison,  have  ever  olaim* 
ed  or  used  any  sach  power,  as  that  which  the 
eristiiig  Preddent  asserts  to  be  within  his 
"  constitntioDal  competency,"  and  which  the 
eatet  referred  to  are  anpposed  to  sanction. 

The  firat  of  these  cases  is  that  of  John  Paul 
Jones,  who,  according  to  the  docnment  read 
hj  the  Senator  from  Uasaachnaetta,  was  ^- 
pointed  bj  President  Waalungtoa,  in  May, 
1799,  daring  the  recess  of  the  Benate,  as  a 
Uiiuater  to  Algiers,  to  negotiate  a  trea^  of 
peace  and  of  commerce  with  that  power. 

This  is  the  first  case  which  industry  has  been 
enabled  to  discover,  of  any  supposed  orinnal 
appobtmentL  made  by  the  President,  without 
the  advioe  of  the  Beaate.  And  as  it  seems  in 
some  of  its  features  to  bear  resemblanoe  to 
other  cases  which  afterwards  appear,  I  shall 
examine  it  with  more  minatMuse  than  I  think 
it  is  entitled  to,  in  order  to  relieve  mjself  frtHn 
the  neceasity  of  again  toaohiug  the  same  tooic. 

The  first  remark  I  shall  make  upon  it  is,  Uiot 
It  occurred  in  ILiy,  1793,  more  than  three  yean 
after  tbia  constitution  had  been  in  full  opera- 
tion. ITow,  if  the  ideas  which  Senators  have 
announced  during  thia  debate  be  correct,  the 
moment  thia  oonetitution  went  into  ofreration, 
on  the  4th  of  i^rch,  1789,  it  called  into  poten- 
tial existence  everj  office  which  is  therein 
recognized.  The  very  creation  of  this  new 
Government,  terminated  the  official  existence 
of  every  foreign  diplomatic  functionary  of  the 
United  Statefig  and  so  produced  the  necessity 
of  re-eatabbshmg  all  the  foreign  relations  which 
it  had  been  deairable  to  create.  The  whole 
field  of  vacant  offices  was  thus  thrown  open  to 
President  Washington ;  and  a  policy  which,  in 
many  inatanoes,  mnst  have  been  dictated  by 
almost  necessity,  required  of  him  to  fill  up  these 
potential  vacancies.  But  yet  this  great  and 
good  man,  although  placed  in  such  circmn- 
Bt&acea,  never  ventured  to  make  a  single  ori^- 
nal  appointment,  of  any  kind,  without  Uie  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Hero  then  b 
not  one,  but  a  body  qf  precedents,  ooonrring 
continuously  throughout  more  than  three  years 
of  time,  during  almost  everj  hour  of  which, 


oooadon  not  only  existed,  but  invited  to  eier* 
(dee  the  power  which  is  now  asserted,  and  ia 
no  one  instance  was  it  dumed  or  used.  Thi^ 
mr,  is  not  only  atmng  proof  that  both  Washing- 
ton and  the  wiae  oonusellaia  by  whom  he  was 
then  surrooadsd,  believed  that  the  power  now 
claimed  had  not  been  granted;  but  oi^t  to 
have  induced  those  who  rely  upon  this  case 
of  Oonunodore  Jones  to  liave  examined  it  more 
attentively,  before  they  brought  it  here  as 
evidence  to  abow  the  change  in  such  an 
opinion. 

The  next  remoik  I  shall  make  upon  it  ii^ 
that  even  according  to  tbe  representation  given 
of  it,  it  waa  the  case  of  an  agent  sent  to  a 
barbarian  people,  who  were  not  then,  and  have 
never  dnce  been  recognised,  as  forming  any 
component  part  of  the  family  of  civilized 
nations.  Let  me  not  be  told,  that  the  constita- 
tionol  power  of  the  President  is  the  same, 
whether  exerted  in  reference  to  a  savage  or  a 
dvilised  nation.  We  all  know  that  this  is  not 
so.  No  appointment  of  a  miniaE^r  who  haa 
ever  been  employed  to  negotiate  for  peace,  or 
for  any  thina  else,  with  any  Indian  tribe^ 
whether  dwemng  within  or  without  onr  terri- 
iory,  whether  Oaage  or  Seminole,  has  ever  beoi 
Itud  before  the  Senate  for  their  consent.  Thef 
are  all  considered  as  agents  of  the  PreeidenL 
and  not  public  muusters  of  the  people;  and 
all  our  interoonrae  with  barbariaoa  must,  of 
neoesmty,  present  anomallea,  ^m  which  no 
prindples  can  be  inferred.  I  will  not  go  into 
reasoning  to  show  why  thia  must  and  ought 
to  be  BO,  althongh  it  would  be  eaay  to  show  it. 
I  merely  atate  the  fact,  which  is  condusive  to 
prove  Qiat  the  case  of  a  mission  to  Alters  or 
to  the  OhoctawB,  can  never  be  a  precedent  to 
Jostiiy  a  mission  to  Panama. 

The  next  remark  I  shall  make  upon  this  case 
is,  that  when  it  occurred,  flagrant  war  existed 
between  Altera  and  the  United  States ;  and 
war,  all  know,  justifiea,  by  the  very  necessities 
it  creates,  the  exertion  of  powers  that  ought 
not  to  be  endured  in  peace.  He  who  would 
infer  the  principles  of  peace  from  the  preoedenta 
of  war,  reasons  falsely.  He  might  as  well 
deduce  precepts  of  morally  &om  the  practioes 
of  vice,  or  seek  to  leam  from  the  athnst  tbe 
doctrines  of  Chriatiauity. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  let  me  develop  mrae 
inlly  an  idea  I  suggested  upon  a  farmer  oocaai(Ht, 
and  npon  which  Uie  Senator  from  Uairiand  has 
made  aome  remarks.  I  then  said,  and  I  re^t 
it,that,war  existing,  the  President  of  the  Dmted 
States  is  authorized  by  the  constitntion  to  send 
a  Uinieter  to  negotiate  for  peace,  not  under 
his  general  power  of  appointment^  but  onder 
bis  special  authority  to  direct  the  operadona 
of  the  existing  war,  I  prove  it  thus :  Peace 
ia  die  sole  Intimate  otgect  of  all  war.  To 
attain  tbla  decdraUe  end,  the  moment  war 
exists,  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  of  the  one 
belligerent,  is  made  the  enemy  of  every  man, 
woman,  and  child,  of  the  other ;  each  »t  liber^ 
to  do  tbe  other  all  the  harm  in  its  power,  in 
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order  to  oonatndn  It  to  so 
FrMdent  of  the  United  StaU 
tntion,  made  the  eomiDBiidej 
anuy  and  naVy:  and  in  thi 
Qiorized,  n&y  boand,  to  direol 
of  the  ooDDtTf  in  time  of  wa; 
pSth  the  great  ol^eot  of  war, 
the  most  speedj"  and  efibotai 
oretion  maj  snggest  And  tl 
do  in  pereon,  if  not  forbiddi 
do  h7  bis  Minister  or  agent. 
wrtmg  when  I  conclude  from 
be  vbo  may  negotiate  for  pe 
artillery,  bj  the  conflsgratio 
dMolatioD  of  a  country,  by  tl 
0W8,  the  ahrieka  of  orphans, 
dying  men^lhat  he  who  a 
peaoe  by  blood  and  carnage 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  also ! 

The  Senator  from  Uarylani 
and  refers  to  Vattel  as  bis 
oonunander  of  an  army  canno 
that  the  power  of  oonolnding 
tribute  of  sovereignty,  whid 
by  none  other  than  Ihoae  to 
sign  right  belonp.  No  one  i 
never  coutendod  that  the  i 
army  oonld,  at  nich,  even  nei 
Bat  I  have  contended  that  tl 
Magistrate  of  the  United  Sta 
oonatitntios  the  oommtmder  i 
th^  military  and  naval  force 
bis  commanding  General,  01 
body  else,  to  negotiate  for  a 
I  Bay  to  negotiate  for  a  peace 
ooDclnde  a  peace.  Bbonld  tt 
bis  General  to  do  thia,  the  1 
oondncted  by  such  oommtuid 
the  powers  incident  to  him  ai 
in  parsnaoce  of  the  anthorit] 
as  a  Ifinister  or  agenL  Sh 
tioD  eventuate  in  a  treaty,  I 
be  obligatory  until  it  has  re- 
ef those  to  whom  tbis  portio: 
aathority  belongs.  Nor  will 
eluded  by  it  ondl  the  ratified 
so  t^proved,  have  been  in 
high  contraoting  sovereignlii 
to  it. 

Then,  as  the  United  Stata 
at  war,  when  tbis  appointn 
Jones  aa  minister  to  Uie  latte 
took  plaoe.  President  Washic 
ri^t,  under  the  ooDBtitnUoD. 
pointment  But  the  BenaK 
■etts  here  remarks,  that  this 
etitated  Ooramodore  Jones  t 
not  only  of  peace  but  of  con: 
aa  commerce  has  nothing  t 
aaks  bow  this  can  be  Justifiet 
ring  it  to  the  power  of  appoi: 
oiaed  by  the  Freaideot,  durin 
Senate  t  This  reminds  me  0 
nsed  to  be  mooted  in  the  sc 
cording  to  the  theory  of  the 
does  not  acknowledge  a  momi 
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llo  law ;  utd  Sading  the  sbongest  eTidenoe  of 
his  opmioii,  uttoim  ooDBtitntioiuJ  anthoritj  in 
rdaUoa  to  original  appointmenta,  in  hia  absolute 
sbstineDce  &om  making  any  such,  darinK  the  re- 
oese  of  the  Senate,  throngfaoat  the  whole  (rf  hia 
adminiBtradoD,  except  in  this  nogle  iutaiiae — 
when  Qiis  oaee  of  Jonn  Panl  Jones  was  flnt  ex- 
hibited, I  WH8  induced  b;  theee  oonsiderations, 
to  Bospect  very  stronglj,  that  there  was  some 
mistake  nboat  it ;  and  therefore  have  looked 
Into  its  facta  with  more  solicltnde  than  I  shoold 
ollierwise  have  felt.  The  result  of  thia  research 
has  confirmed  m;  aoapicions.  John  Favl  Jon^ 
nectr  tea*  appoint^  a  minuter  to  Algi^rt/trmiy 
pvrpoie.  Nor  did  President  Washington  take 
a  smgle  step,  in  reference  to  Qie  new  rehtica 
which  he  wished  to  eatablish  wiUt  that  power, 
that  was  not  prmwutl]/  adtiied  emd  t^pritei  6y 
tA»  Senate. 

The  history  of  the  tranaaotioii,  [the  appoint- 
ment of  John  Panl  Jones,]  as  it  stands  reobrded 
on  the  secret  Joonials  of  the  Senate,  dnee  made 
pabliOj  and  now  to  be  foond  in  the  10th  volnme 
of  Wait's  state  p^wra,  pages  2S1,  et  seq.  is  this ; 
it  was  the  custom  of  Preaiaent  Wa^ington, 
(would  to  God,  air,  it  was  the  onstom  of  the 
present  President  sleo  I)  wheneTer  anj  new  case 
of  importance  arose,  in  which  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  act,  to  consult  with  the  Senate,  as  his 
sworn  oooBtitational  advisers,  and  to  a^  their 
advice  as  to  the  conrse  which  he  ought  to  adopt. 
In  paranoDce  of  this  custom,  when  he  saw  that 
war  exiated  with  Algiers ;  that  many  of  our 
dtizens  hod  been  made  captives,  and  were  then 
held  in  bondage  by  that  power ;  and  that  our 
then  defenoeless  commerce  was  daily  exposed 
to  injury  while  this  war  oondnued:  Pitddent 
Washington  sect  a  messa^  to  the  Senate, 
stating  to  them  these  fiwts,  uiforming  them  that 
a  proapeot  then  appeared  of  making  a  peace, 
and  oommnnicatinff  the  terms  npon  which  he 
helieved  this  desirable  object  migat  be  aooom- 
pliahed.  In  this  mesaage  he  aaked  the  advice 
of  the  Senate,  whether  he  ahoold  enter  into  ne- 
gotiation with  Algiers  for  this  object  or  not; 
and,  if  so,  what  ooght  to  be  the  terma  upon 
whioh  the  peace  onght  to  be  made.  In  np\j 
to  this  message,  the  Senate,  on  the  8th  of  Ifay, 
1T9S,  advised  bim  to  ent«r  into  the  proposed 
negotiatjon,  and  to  conclude  the  peace  if  he 
oonid,  npon  the  temia  proposed.  And,  Ui  en- 
able the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  sn  act 
was  passed  by  Congress  on  the  same  day,  appro- 
priating fifty  thonaand  dollars ;  and  the  oelo- 
orated  Paul  Jonee,  (who  waa  then  la  Enrope,) 
was  selected  by  the  Preddent,  as  the  agent  most 
proper  to  carry  these  views  into  effect,  and  com- 
misuoned  in  Jiuie  of  the  some  year. 

At  the  time  this  transaction  occurred,  some 
reasons  existed  to  appr^end,  that,  if  the  plan 
of  the  United  States  waa  known,  some  European 
power  would  endeavor  to  embarrass  its  execu- 
tion, and  defeat  its  object.  It  was  therefore 
kept  a  profound  BMreC.  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  then 
Secretary  of  State,  in  the  instrucdons  intended 
for  Ciommodore  Jones,  lues  this  remarkable  Ian- 


goage: — "  Supposing  that  there  exists  a  diq>cp- 
sition  to  thwart  our  negotiations  with  the  Al- 
gerinea,  and  that  this  woold  be  very  practicable^ 
we  have  ttioaghtlt  advisable  that  the  knowledge 
of  this  appointment  shoold  rest  with  the  Ptm- 
ident, Mr.  Knokney,  and  myself;  forwhioh  rea- 
son you  will  perceive  tbst  the  commissiona  are 
all  in  tny  0U71  haTidtcritittf  ;  for  the  same  res'- 
son,  entire  leereoy  ia  reoonunended  to  yon;  and 
that  yon  bo  cover  fhun  the  pnblic  yoor  d^ait- 
nre  and  destination,  aa  that  thf^  may  not  be 
conjectured  or  notioed."  Now  the  idea  of  a 
teeret  miniiter  waa  one  mnoh  too  absurd  ever' 
to  have  entered  such  a  head  as  that  of  eitfaei 
Washington  or  Jefferaon.  Jonee  was  never, 
tfaerefbre,  appointed  a  "  pnblic  minister,"  bnt  a 
mere  seoret  soentof  the  President;  and  ia  ez- 
pnnsly  styled  in  the  inatnictions  intended  for 
him  a  "  commisdoner. "  He  never  acted  under 
this  appointment,  however,  hut  died  aoon  after 
it  waa  made.  Upon  his  death^  Hr.  Barclay  was 
appointed  to  the  same  rituation,  and  with  Ha 
same  instmctjons.  He  too  died  "re  irifeela;'' 
and  tiien  Mr.  Humphries,  our  Mlniator  Plenipo- 
tentlarv  readent  at  Madrid,  was  directed  to  per- 
form this  duty,  whioh  he  accordingly  acoom- 
pliahed. 

Such,  sir,  la  the  history  of  the  case  of  John 
Paul  Jones,  who  waa  itcretlg  deputed  by  Qt» 
President  to  execute  a  measure  previonafy  ad- 
vited  by  the  Senate,  and  who  never  accepted  or 
acted  nuder  this  appointment,  as  a  secret  agent 
to  a  barbarioD  tribe,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
terminate  a  dreadful  wsr,  then  raging.  If  anch 
a  case  can  be  made  to  support  the  euormom 
prerogative  now  aaaerted  by,  and  daimed  for 
the  Execntive,  mv  faculties  are  much  too  obtuse 
to  enable  me  to  (beoem  the  mode  in  which  Otis 
can  be  done. 

The  next  case  to  whioh  we  have  been  referred 
is  that  of  Heaers.  Monroe  and  Piokney,  in  1808. 
And  here  let  it  be  remarked  by  the  Senate,  that 
no  other  case  of  any  original  appointment  of  a 
minister  to  any  foreign  state,  made  duringthe 
reoesB  of  the  Senate,  except  that  of  JolmPaiil 
Jonee,  has  been  referred  to  as  occorring  thrcnogh- 
ont  the  whole  administration  of  President  Wuh- 
ington :  that  no  case  of  any  such  appointment 
made  throughout  the  whole  administration  of 
his  successor,  President  Adams,  has  been  pro- 
duced ;  and  that  no  euoh  case  haa  been  eunpoeed 
to  exist  during  the  first  five  years  of  tne  ad- 
ministration of  hia  sncoeasor,  fterident  Jefifer- 
son ;  seventeen  successive  yesrs  from  the  cre- 
ation of  this  Government  had  then  passed  by, 
during  each  of  which,  frequent  occasiona  mnst 
have  exiat«d  for  the  exerdae  of  the  power  now 
asserted  by  the  President ;  and  yet  no  anf^ 
case  can  be  found  of  any  claim  being  preferred 
to,  or  any  exertions  of  such  a  power ;  snch  for- 
bearance makes  a  body  of  evidence  to  ahow 
that  no  such  piower  was  believed  to  exist,  too 
strong,  I  thint  to  be  reasted.  Bnt  let  na  see  if 
even  this  case  he  an  anomaly,  or  the  oommenoe- 
ment  of  a  new  practice. 

The  Senator  from  Maijland  prodoces  extnota 
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from  two  commiadona  bearing  even  date  in 
U&7,  1806,  during  the  reoeae  of  the  Senate 
and  states  that  he  has  been  informed  at  tbe 
State  Department,  that  these  appointments  were 
then  mane.  One  of  these  oommisaiona  ooDsti- 
toted  Mr.  Pinknej  onr  minister  resident  at  the 
Oonrt  of  St.  James ;  and  the  other  appoints  that 
gentleman  and  Mr.  Monroe  Ehtotb  Extraordi- 
naij,  tOD^otiateatreatjwiththatoonrt  Now, 
ior,  aa  to  the  first  of  theee  ocAnmiaeioDs,  it  ahows 
npon  its  fooe  that  it  oooslitated  Mr.  Pinknej 
tie  snooeeBor  of  Mr.  Monroe.  This  minister 
having  asked  hia  recall,  and  his  wish  being 
grantod  br  the  President,  a  vacaocjao  happened 
in  this  office  then  aotnailj  pre-existing,  and  onoe 
supplied  with  an  inonmbent  And  this  vacancy 
occurring  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  no 
one  can  donbt  that  the  Freaideot  had  then  the 
deal  right,  under  the  oonstitiiUon,  to  fill  np  anch 
s  vacano;  as  he  did. 

Aa  to  the  other  oommisrion,  the  S^iator  from 
Uaryland  haa  been  misinformed  at  ttie  Departs 
ment  of  State ;  and  the  mistake  in  that  depart- 
ment haa  moat  probabl;  been  produced,  in  this 
and  in  manj  other  cases,  by  oonfonnding  the 
date  of  the  appointment  with  the  date  of  the 
ootmniamon.  A  referenoe  to  the  Joomale  of  the 
Senate  will  show,  that  the  nomination  of  UeesrB. 
Mtmroe  and  Pinknej,  as  Envoys  EKtraordinary, 
to  negotiate  a  treatj  with  Great  Brit^  was 
r^^larly  made  by  President  Jefferson  to  the 
Senate,  on  the  IBth  day  of  April,  1806,  and  their 
appointment  regnlarly  advised  and  consented  to 
by  that  body  on  the  Slst  day  of  the  same  month. 
So  that  this  case,  too,  is  nothing  more  than  an 
example  of  the  regnlar  exercise  bv  the  President, 
of  a  clear  right,  placed  within  his  competency 
by  the  constitoUon  itselt 

The  next  case  to  which  we  have  been  referred 
In  that  of  Mr.  Short,  who  waa  appointed  by 
Pre^dent  Jefferson,  ULnister  to  St.  Fet«rsbnrg, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  1B08,  nineteen 
years  aRoT  this  Government  had  been  in  opera- 
tion, dnring  all  which  time  no  anoh  power  bad 
ever  been  before  claimed  or  exercised. 

The  facta  of  this  case  are  aa  follow:  Under  the 
old  Confederation,  Mr.  Dana  had  been  appointed 
by  the  old  Oongreea  a  minister  to  thia  conrt,  in 
1780,  bnt  waa  never  received  or  accredited  there. 
In  1608, "  the  Emperor  of  Bosaia  having  on 
several  occatdona  indicated  sentiments  partion- 
lorly  friendly  to  the  United  States,  and  having 
expressed  a  wish  through  difibrent  channels, 
that  a  diplomatio  interoonrse  ahonld  be  estab- 
lished between  the  two  conntries,"  Preddent 
Jefferson  believing,  "in  the  then  txtraordinary 
state  of  the  world,  and  tinder  tbe  constant  pos- 
sibility of  Madden  negotiations  for  peace,  that 
the  thendly  diapoaitionB  of  anch  a  power  nti^t 
be  advantageonsly  cherished  by  a  misaion  which 
should  m^ifeat  onr  willingness  to  meet  his 
good  will, "  appointed  Mr.  Short,  doring  the  re- 
eeas  of  the  Senate,  as  Minister  to  Rnssia.  Bnch 
is  the  acoonnt  given  of  thia  appointment  by  the 
President  himself,  in  his  meesage  of  the  Mth 
Febmar;,  1609,  to  the  Senate.    Notwithstand- 


ing  the  extraordinary  emergency  which  was 

then  said  to  exist,  however,  and  which  alone,  as 
has  been  stated,  was  relied  npon  by  Preddent 
Jefferson,  to  excnse  for  the  exertion  of  this  then 
onpreoedented  exercise  of  power,  the  Senate, 
on  the  27th  of  February,  ngeeUd  tM  nomnaHoii 
hy  a  unoniffiMM  i>oU. 

The  Senator  from  Massaohnsetta  was  aware 
of  this,  and  seeks  to  obviate  the  oonolndon  to 
which  it  neceesarily  and  directlf  leads,  by  the 
snggeetion,  that  tbe  rejection  proceeded  from 
the  opinion  entertained  by  the  Senate,  as  to  the 
mere  irua^i6d.urtej/  of  the  mission.  The  facts, 
however,  do  not  support  soch  a  soggMtion: 
for,  althoQgh  a  reeolntion  bad  been  previODBly 
offered  by  one  of  the  Senators,  expressive  of 
anch  an  opinion,  this  reeolntion  was  withdrawn 
by  the  mover,  and  the  vote  of  the  Senate  was  op* 
on  the  naked  nomination  contained  in  the  me^ 
sage  to  which  I  have  jnat  referred.  While,  there- 
fore, the  case  may  show  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, tiiat,  in  an  extraordinary  emergency,  the 
Preddent  may  make  an  appointment  of  a  Min- 
ister, daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  an 
ancient  sovereign,  to  whom  the  United  States 
had  previously  sent  one  Minister,  it  diowa 
nothing  more.  And  in  ahowing  this  as  the 
opinion  of  Preddent  Jefferson,  it  also  showa  the 
positive  and  nnanimons  deddon  of  the  Senate^ 
that  no  anch  power  was  within  the  constitn- 
tional  competency  of  the  Ezecntive,  even  in 
the  case  anppoeed.  What  bearing,  then,  this 
case  can  have  npon  the  present  qnestion,  I  own 
I  cannot  conodve. 

This  decidon  of  the  Senate  seetos  to  have 
settled  the  qneetion,  for  a  long  time  at  least: 
for  to  no  other  case  of  Ministera  qipolnled 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate  have  we  been 
referrecL  until  that  of  Meedenrs  Adama,  Galla- 
tin, and  Bayard,  in  1818,  twenty-four  years 
after  the  commencement  of  this  GovemmenL 
These  Ministers  were  then  appointed  by  Pred- 
dent Madison,  to  negotiate  treaties  of  peace  and 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britadn,  and  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  Russia  alao.  Now,  dr,  ao 
ftx  aa  thia  mpointment  relates  to  Great  Britdn, 
I  believe  I  have  already  shown,  while  examin- 
ing the  case  of  John  Paul  Jones,  that  the  Pred- 
dent was  authorized  to  make  it;  becaose  fla- 
grant war  then  exiated  between  that  power  and 
Uie  United  States,  tbe  olject  of  which  war  it 
was  the  duty  of  tbe  President  to  att^n  as 
apeedily  and  efitotually  as  possible,  by  negotiat- 
ing for  a  peace,  to  be  subject,  wnen  made,  to 
tbe  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Senate. 
And  po  br  as  this  appointment  related  to 
Rowia,  it  most  be  recollected  by  the  Senate, 
that  Mr.  Adams,  one  of  the  three  Ministers 
then  appointed,  had  been  previonaly  and  re^- 
larly  commissioned,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  as  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  that  power ;  and  it  was,  therefore, 
within  the  clear  constitntional  competency  of 
the  Preddent,  to  have  inatmcted  this  Minister 
to  n^^tiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Russia, 
if  be  had  thought  [oxiper  so  to  do,  without 
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ooDsolting  aaj  other  department  of  this  Oot- 
einment  npon  that  subject;  m  that  the  <irho1« 
case  reeolvee  itself  at  last  ioto  this  qnestitxi ; 
Was  it  witbia  the  power  of  the  Prarident  to 

S point  two  Ministers,  whom  be  bad  the  an- 
ority  to  wod  to  Rn^a  for  one  pnijoee,  to  co- 
operate, while  tbej  were  at  SL  Peterabniv, 
irith  a  third,  alread;r  prevlotulf  and  properl? 
there,  for  Uie  att^nment  of  another  olneot,  the 
attainment  of  which  ot^eet  was  within  ue  clear 
ooDBtitatioiial  oompeteocT'  of  the  Preddeutt 
Gentlemen  most  he  more  astnte  than  I  believe 
nan  can  be,  if  they  can  make  more  of  this  case 
than  what  1  hare  stated ;  and,  if  not.  they  will 
find  it  difficult  to  bend  it  to  anit  their  porpoae 
npon  this  occasion. 

Bat  Bnppoae  it  was  a  oaee  even  stronger  than 
t  bare  shown  it  to  be ;  it  Is  a  soUtai?  c«se,  the 
nke  of  which  hod  then  for  the  first  time  occor- 
red,  and  has  never  mnce  appeared.  It  oaonot, 
prc^rly,  therefore,  be  a  anffident  foundation 
for  tbe  T8st  prerf^tire  asserted  by  the  Preei- 
dent  apon  this  oocasion.  And  here^  Iti.  Frea- 
dent^  it  must  not  escape  obserratjon,  that  when 
this  case  was  sahaequently  anbtmtted  to  the 
Senate  for  its  approbation,  although  it  was 
BQch  as  I  have  represented  it  to  be^  yet  tbe 
Immediate  predeoeesor  of  the  Senator  fnxn  Utt»- 
aachnsetts,  who  has  now  relied  npon  it  as  a 
precedent,  snbmitted  a  string  of  resolntioDS  to 
the  Senate,  the  expressed  objects  of  which  were 
to  deny  the  power  of  the  President  to  make 
Eoch  an  appointment,  and  to  protest  against  the 
ezeroiee  of  such  a  power,  even  in  snob  a  case. 
These  resolutions,  it  is  true,  were  postponed 
from  time  to  time,  and  do  not  appear  ever  to 
bare  been  acted  upon  definitively  by  the  Senate  i 
bnt  they  remdn  npon  oar  Jonmals  as  a  perpet- 
ual memorial  to  disprove  the  opinion  of  genera] 
aoqnieecenoe  in  a  practice  well  icnown  end  long 
pursned:  to  support  which  opinion  and  its 
sappoeed  oonsequenoee,  this  case  has  been  refer- 

I  have  now  gone  through  all  the  cases  of 

Ministers  sud  to  have  been  appointed  by  any 
Preddent  during  the  reoess  (^  the  Senate,  to 
irhiob  we  have  been  referred.  In  some  of 
these  cases  I  have  shown,  that  tbe  ftots  had 
been  mlsconcdved ;  In  others,  that  the  power 
exerted,  sithongfa,  under  circumstances  very 
dififareut  from  what  now  eziet,  was  met  by  a 
decided  negation  of  its  const! tntional  exerdse, 
even  in  snch  cues ;  and  that  irom  none  can 
any  principle  be  extracted  to  ^-astitj  the  assump- 
tion of  authority  now  contended  to  be  within 
the  "  oonstituUonal  competency"  of  lie  Exeou- 
tire.  The  remaining  cues  I  shall  speedily 
dwpatoh. 

The  first  of  these  presents  a  group,  said  to 
oonsist  of  dgbteoi  Oonsnl^  who  are  supposed 
to  have  been  appointed,  daring  the  recees  of 
the  Senate,  by  different  Presidents,  at  different 
periods.  No  names  have  been  stated,  and, 
Iberefore,  I  have  not  been  supplied  witb  the 
necessary  information  to  enable  me  to  trace 
these  cases  to  their  proper  sources.  I  am  stroiig- 


ly  iiwlined  to  think,  however,  that  a  similar 
mistake  has  very  probably  been  oommitted  as 
to  the  appointments  of  tbeae  Consuls,  which  I 
have  shown  to  have  oooorred  in  tbe  case  of 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney.  The  time  of  the 
appointment  has  been  erroneonsly  taken  trtun 
the  date  of  the  GtnnmiBSion  merely,  and  not 
trota  that  of  the  Senate's  act  Bnt,  be  this  as 
it  may,  tbey  are  all  cases  of  mere  OcaisnlB — 
officers  who  draw  no  single  cent  from  the  Tr^M- 
nry,  nor  are  autboriEed  to  pledge  or  commit 
the  United  States  in  any  way  whatsoever — 
officers  of  so  little  Importanoe,  that  few,  ex- 
cept the  niecial  friends  of  tbe  inenmboita,  «yer 
know  of  their  actual  existonoe  even ;  and,  th^r^ 
fore,  too  insignificant  ever  to  have  attracted 
general  obaervatioD. 


Mr.  Snmter,  who  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
L^ation  bv  President  Jeobrson,  in  1801.  To 
this  I  wilTalso  add,  that,  from  tbe  b^innliif 
of  this  Govemment,  and  even  under  toe  old 
Oonfederation,  this  place  of  Secretary  to  a  miB- 
pion  bad  always  existed,  and  been  annexed  to 
every  misdon  ever  instituted,  as  an  incident  as 
necessary  to  the  legation  as  its  otpber  or  paper. 
Tbe  officer  was  not  called  at  first  a  Secretary  of 
Legation,  hat  merely  a  Seoretai?  of  tbe  Minis- 
ter, and  was  usually  appointed  by  the  Minister 
himself  althongh  I  know  wdl  in  one  case  he 
was  appointed  immediately  by  PreddentWasb- 
ington.  Wbea  Preddent  Je^reon  came  into 
power,  r^arding  this  appointment  as  one  of 
more  oonseaneuce  than  it  had  ever  before  been 
conddered,  ne  took  the  power  of  making  It  into 
his  own  hands,  and  appointed  Mr.  &nmt«  as 
tbe  private  Seoretaiy  of  tbe  Minister  to  Frano^ 
"to  act  as  Secretary  of  Legation,"  Having 
thus  made  tbe  appointment  during  the  reoess  <s 
tbe  Senate,  he,  at  tbe  next  sesdon  of  that  body, 
submitted  it  ot  course  to  them  for  their  advice 
and  oonsent.  And  thus  it  occurs  that  this 
mere  appendage  of  the  mission,  came  to  be 
considered  as  an  office  at  all. 

Tbeee,  sir,  are  all  the  oases  which  are  supposed 
to  exist,  that  have  been  even  etdd  to  bear  any 
affinity  to  that  which  is  now  under  considera- 
tion. In  examining  them  I  have  already  ahown 
that  not  one  Justifies  the  assertion  made,  that 
tbe  Preddent,  in  tame  of  peace,  during  tbe 
recess  of  Uie  Senate,  oan  of  right  make  anj 
original  appointment  whatsoever,  even  of  a 
Minister  to  an  ancient  nation,  to  wbidt  no 
Minister  had  before  been  sent.  Bnt  even  if 
this  were  so,  it  surely  does  not  follow,  that  fas 
might  therefore  appoint  Ministers  to  a  Oongr«ee 
of  nations,  such  as  that  assembled  at  Panama. 
And  here,  sir,  I  differ  "toto  cmlo,"  from  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  who  has  affirmed 
that  there  is  no  difference  between  sending  a 
Minister  to  a  sovereign,  and  to  a  Oongreea  of 
sovereignties  assembled  by  their  Ministers. 

And  here,  Mr.  Preddent,  let  me  recall  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  an  ar^ment  which  I 
used  npon  another  oocadoi^  and  to  which  nn- 
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B  the  agreemeDt  to  Mnd  eaeh 
Uioisteni,  (withoat  which  agreement  thejoonid 
not  rigbtMlj  be  sent,)  was  a  compact  creating 
rights  and  obligatioua  ■  which  compact,  under 
the  Ooaetitntion  of  the  United  States,  coold  not 
be  oonclttded  TithonC  the  previoiu  advice  and 
ooiueDt  of  twD-Uiirds  of  the  Senate,  and  Uutt  in 
tbis  case  ntch  advioe  and  consent  never  had 
beea  granted,  bnt  was  podtlTel;  refbaed. 

FBro;kT,  April  21, 

ZouinilU  (kmal 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  oonsider  tbe 

bill  to  authorize  a  eabecnption  for  stock,  on  the 

Cof  tbe  United  States,  in  the  LoniEville  and 
a«nd  Oanal  Company.    [FoIIb  of  Ohio.] 

[This  hill  anthoriies  the  porohase  of  1,000 
(ibarea  of  the  Btock  in  the  above  company,  pro- 
vided the  J  can  be  proonred  for  a  Bom  not  exceed- 
inK  one  hundred  doUara  each.] 

VeflfiTs.  JoBirooii,  of  Kan.,  Buoolrs,  and  Row- 
AH,  each  Bpoke  in  BUpport  of  the  bill ;  tbe  latter 
gentleman  a;^ed  that  it  was  a  propoaitjoii  for 
Uie  United  States  to  invest  their  monej  with 
benefit  to  themBelvea ;  they  were  not  bonnd  to 
keepUieir  money  in  the  Treaanrynnprodnctive, 
when  tbey  could  lay  it  ontto  adTantage;  and 
urged  that  this  Bto4A  was  believed  to  Im  the  best 
in  the  United  States. 

ICr.  OnjkNDLEB  was  oppoaed  to  the  bill,  oa 
prindple,  and  called  for  some  information,  with 
respect  to  the  charier,  and  tlie  present  state 
of  tbe  canal ;  which  iMormation  was  given  by 

Mr,  Bbkton,  who  demonstrated,  at  some 
length,  the  advantagea  which  were  ezpeoted  to 
be  derived  from  tbjs  canal,  and  explained  its 
present  sitnati<xi,  Ao. 

Ur.  Uaooh  offered  a  few  remarks  In  opposi- 
'tion  to  the  biD,  being nnwilling  to  increBse  the 
power  of  the  General  Government,  directly  or 
mdirecUy. 

l£c  lloTD  Mii  no  doobt  tbis  was  to  be  a 
preoedent  for  other  applications ;  he  was  wiil- 
tng  tbe  United  States  ahotdd  go  with  the  other 
staekbolders,  pari  tuMU,  bnt  no  faster;  he 
he  therefbre  proposed  to  amend  the  InH,  so  that 


it  should  read  "  to  pay  for  the  Bam&  at  sach 
times,  and  in  aoeh  proportions,  as  may  be  requir- 
ed and  paid  by  other  stookholders ;"    which 


amendment  was  ureed  to. 

After  some  ftirt£er  diaoossitHi  between  iltmn. 
VooDBVEX,  BxHToir,  and  Houoa,  relative  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  stock  was  to  be  purchased, 

Ur.  Yak  Buscn  said  the  aid  of  this  Qovem- 
ment  oonld  only  l>e  afforded  to  these  objects  of 
improvement,  in  throe  ways:  by  making  a  road 
or  canal,  and  assnming  jarisdiction — by  making 
a  road  or  oanal,  without  assaming  jonsdiotion, 
leaving  it  to  the  States;  or  by  mairing  aa  ^- 
propriation,  withont  doing  either.  In  his  opin- 
ion, the  Government  had  no  right  to  do  dtner, 
and  at  some  future  time  he  ^o^d  ofibr  his  rea- 
sons in  support  of  this  opinion. 

"the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroued  fur 
a  third  reading,— ayee  32,  noea  10. 


SaTUBDAT,  April  22. 

&»eutiM  Povwrt, 

The  Benate  thui  resumed  the  oonsidwatHn 

<^  tbe  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Bbaboo,  r^^ 

tive  to  the  power  of  the  Exeontive  to  (Q>{KriBt 

public  Ministers. 

Ur.  CHavBEBS  sud,  tiw  first  important  ooo- 


ioiLia 
onby  tl 


Ur.  0.  end,  tot  the  nar- 

I  go  into  a  philol<wic^  ar- 

gnmeut,  to  prove  what  it  is  the  Preadent  I 


pose  of  his  remarks,  to  go  into  a  philolM 


intended  to  claim  as  within  the  oonatitatkHial 
competency  of  the  Exeontive:  a  plain  atatentoit 
of  the  facta  will  place  the  qoesticai  clearly  b^re 
the  Senate.  The  letters  of  the  Secretary  td 
State  to  the  Ifiuieters  of  Mexico,  Colombia,  and 
Central  America,  distinctly  refer  to  ^e  adviott 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  as  the  conditioD  oD 
which  alime  tfaey  oonld  expect  this  GoTwrnnent 
to  be  repreaentad  at  the  Gongress  of  Panama. 
These  letters  are  the  o£B<nal  declaration  of  the 
President's  views,  made  tlkrongh  the  only  organ, 
by  whiob  they  oonld  be  commnnieated,  and  are 
anteritw  to  llie  date  of  the  message  to  Oongrees. 
The  measage  to  Cwgres^  allnding  to  the  Ooa- 
grtte  of  Panama,  says  "  the  Repablics  of  Goloia- 
Ua,  Mexico,  and  Central  America,  have  invited 
the  United  States  to  be  also  repreeented  there^ 
The  invitaticm  has  been  accepted,  and  Uinistcaa 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  will  be  commis- 
sioned, &0."  Is  any  thing  more  rational  than  to 
ask  geutlemea  who  wish  to  know  bow,  and  bj 
what  anthmity,  these  invitations  are  aooepte^ 
and  the  fq>pointmenG  of  Mioistera  jH-opooed, 
than  to  direct  thur  attention  to  the  raeeise 
words  of  the  aooeptanoe  and  oropoutioit  for  ao- 
pointmeatt  By  referenoe  to  Uie  lasgoage  of  & 
aooeptanoe  and  propoeiition  to  appoint,  yon  find 
it  eqiready  placed  upon  the  oonditioD  of  the 
Senate'a  ooncorrence.  It  is  true,  as  the  redtsl 
to  the  reeolatdon  adds,  the  oominatiomi  to  tfaa 
Senate  were  not  submitted  with  the  "  opening 
message  to  Oongresa,"  and,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  be- 
lieved it  was  equally  true,  that  no  instanoe  had 
occurred  in  wluch  a  nominatian  has  been  snth 
mitted  with  an  opening  sfessage. 

Subsequently  the  Pretident  has  sKit  in  iLe 
nominations  to  the  Senate,  and  la  his  oom- 
mnnication  on  that  occasion  he  has  referred  to 
his  notice,  in  tbe  mesasge  to  Congress,  ot  ths 
invitation  reodved  by  this  Govenunent  to  be 
represented  at  Panama,  and  adds,  "Altltat^ 
tikis  measure  was  deemed  to  be  wiuiia  the  CMt- 
atitatioaal  oompetenoy  of  the  Ezetmtive,  I  have 
not  thought  proper  to  take  any  step  in  it  beftn 
ascertiduing  that  my  opinion  of  its  expe^cn^ 
will  concur  with  that  of  both  branches  of  tbs 
Le^slatnre:  first,  by  the  deciMon  of  the  Sentta 
upon  the  nominatioDS  to  be  laid  before  thea; 
and,  secondly,  by  the  sanction  of  both  Booia 
to  the  appropriations,  withoot  which  it  canaot 
be  carried  into  effect" 

It  is  this  paragrapb  which  is  said,  in  the  n- 
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oital  of  the  reaolDtion,  to  "midot^n  the  right 
previoaalj  tuuioimoed  in  hie  opening  message, 
that  he  poeaessea  an  anthorlty  to  make  each  ap- 
pointments, and  to  oommisrion  them,  without 
Hm  advioa  and  oonseDt  of  the  Senateh" 


tional  rigjit  to  grant  oommtadoiu.  in  the 
of  OoDgreas,  to  lDnltt«n  depnted  to  represent 
the  United  States  at  the  pn^oMd  Conereai  of 
Panama,  which  oomu^Mione  shall  oontmne  In 
fbTc«  nntll  Oie  oloie  of  the  snooeedlDg  setrion 
of  OoDgress ;  the  assertion  is  admitted  to  be 
atrictl;  according  to  the  bet,  and  the  only  ques- 
tion preeeated  is,  whether  the  assertion  of  snith 
a  power  is  such  an  act  of  the  President  a«  calls 
fbr  a  protest  on  the  part  of  the  Senate :  It  on 
the  ctHitrarf,  the  laognage  oaed  ie  intended  to 
import  that  the  KeaCdent  has  claimed  a  right 
to  oommissioD  sDch  Hinistera,  and  to  clothe 
tbem  with  authority  beyond  the  seedon  of 
Ckmgrees  next  nuweeding  their  Bi>[>OLntment, 
without  snbraitting  their  nomiDstioo  to  the 
Senate ;  it  is  denied  tiiat  such  a  right  has  heal 
"avowed"  or  "m^trined"  by  the  Preaidoit; 
md  it  is  believed  that  a  reference  to  the  Isn- 
gnage  of  the  doonmente  tbemBelves,  and  to  the 
oondoding  part  of  the  very  paragraph  and  sen- 
tence which  ifl  referred  to  as  "maintaining"  the 
right,  will  folly  demonstrate  that  the  President, 
so  fiir  from  exdnding  the  Senate  from  their  un- 
deniable right  to  advise  and  consent  to,  or  to 
T^ect,  the  appointments,  has  distiQcUy  aSrmed 
it,  and  in  egress  words  has  recognized  two 
eontingenoiee:  first,  "the  decision  of  the  Sen- 
ate  upon  the  nominaUons ;"  and,  secondly,  "  the 
Bouotioa  of  both  HoDses  to  the  appropriations," 
"  without  «Atei  A«  meature  propottd  aml^not 
S«  earritd  into  effiet," 

The  gentleman  from  Ti^inta  (Mr.  Tazkwkll) 
has  said  the  President  has  claimed  the  authority 
to  make  a  Mm^o'^  in  virtue  of  which  he  conld 
obUge  this  Government  to  send  Ministers  to 
Fanama.  The  gentleman's  argament  is,  that, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  no  power  can  of  right 
seed  Ministers  to  a  Oongrese  of  Wnistere;  it 
eao  <mly  be  efiected  by  previons  compact  be- 
tween Uie  several  powers ;  that  there  being  no 
right  in  other  powers  to  send,  there  was,  cc  eo^ 
tagventi,  no  correlative  dnty  on  the  pact  of  the 
Bpani^  American  States  to  receive  snch  MLn- 
isters ;  that  a  compact  of  this  kind  was  accom- 
panied with  all  the  obligation  of  a  treaty;  and 
tbiU  the  President's  power  to  commission  Min- 
isters to  the  CoQgress  at  Panama,  necessarily 
indnded  a  power  \o  create  and  consummate  the 
previons  pciet,  which  pact  is  a  treat)/,  which 
treaty  is  the  tupreme  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  0.  considered  this  to  be  the  anbBtanoe  of 
the  gentleman's  doctrine.  He  believed  it  had 
never  before  been  nrged  that  the  various  snb- 
jecte  of  arrangement  between  the  Secretaries  of 
oar  own  Qovemment  and  the  Ministers  of  other 
Governments  resident  here,  or  those  of  onr  Min- 
isters abroad,  with  the  Secretaries  or  Officers  of 
the  respedJTe  Governments  to  which  thej  were 


accredited,  In  reference  to  the  time,  place,  or  ob- 
jects, of  ne^tiation,  constitatod  treaties  or  com- 
pacts of  so  formal  a  charactor,  as  to  reqnirethe 
oonfirmatioD  of  the  Senate  before  they  could  be 
acted  on.  He  contended  that  the  prindplee  of 
national  law  anthoriced  an;  Qovemment,  wUob 
had  acknowledged  the  ind^ndenoe  (rf  the  Span- 
ish American  States,  to  send  Ministers  to  that 
oonntry  to  treat  with  all  or  any  of  them.  It  re- 
quired no  previons  pact.  It  was  a  sabject  very 
■ma^vt  tor  the  coorideration  of  the  State  or 
States  to  which  the  Minister  was  Bent,  whether 
he  ehoold  be  indulged  with  a  hearing  at  the  pre- 
cise time  and  place  at  which  the  Congress  shon^ 
be  assembled.  The  Minister  at  the  conrt  of  a 
pardcnlar  sovereign  cannot  select  the  time,  and 
place,  and  company  for  the  discussion  of  his 
measnres.  Take  the  case  of  the  Oonrt  of  Bt. 
Fetersbn^.  The  Ministers  of  several  powwR^ 
say  France,  S^dn,  and  Anstria,  propose  to  om- 
fer  with  the  Rossian  Qovemment  on  a  snl^Mt 
of  great  and  ooraraon  Interest,  and  In  Ae  ols- 
cnsaion  of  which,  they  do  not  deaire  to  have  tha 
Umisters  ai  the  United  States,  Great  Brtt^ 
and  other  poirers,  to  partidpate;  can  it  be 
doubted  that  they  have  the  right  to  execnte 
snch  a  pnrpose?  Oontd  it  ever  be  made  a  anb- 
Jeot  of  complaint  that  the  Ministers  of  the  pow- 
ers who  have  united  in  the  Holy  lAllianoe  sncnld 
hold  sessions  to  which  they  did  not  invite  Min- 
isters of  other  nations,  who  look  npon  it  as  a 
most  wicked  oot^iracy  a^ainat  the  rights  of 
man — not  only  did  not  invite  them,  bnt  wonld 
not  receive  them  If  they  wonld  wish  to  be  pree- 
entt  While,  therefore^  he  admitted  the  right  of 
other  powem  to  be  represented  at  all,  or  any  of 
the  Spanish  American  Ooveniments,  he  asserted 
also  the  right  of  these  Qovemments  to  select 
snch  aa  ther  phaaed  to  meet  at  Panama,  on  a 
partionlar  oocarion,  to  negotiate  on  pardcnlar 
subjects,  and  to  decline  reoelTing  all  others  at 
that  particular  time  and  place. 

He  oonstitntion  regards  the  President  as  an 
independent  and  oo-otdinate  branch  of  the 
Qovemment ;  not  independent  as  to  the  re- 
sponsibility which  every  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment assumes,  bat  independent  in  reference 
to  the  neoeesi^  of  any  previous  assent  of  any 
other  branch  of  the  Government  to  rendra 
certain  acta  lawful  and  obligatory.  There  are 
high  and  important  datiee  to  be  performed  \ij 
the  Preeident,  es^ially  directed  by  the  oon- 
stitntion, for  the  faithful  and  jndicions  perform- 
ance  of  which  the  conntry  lue,  and  can  have, 
no  other  aeonrity  than  the  responsibility  nnder 
which  he  acts,  bnt  which  cannot  be  oontrdled 
by  the  previons  interposition  of  any  other  de- 
partment of  the  Government ;  and,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  these  duties,  he  is  as  mnoh  an  Independ- 
ent branch  of  the  Government  as  the  Judicial 
department  la  in  its  sphere,  or  the  Congreaa  in 
its  sphere. 

This  general  proposition,  be  was  assured, 
wonld  not  be  £spated:  but  the  immediatft 
matter  of  Inqniry  was,  whether  the  oase,  now 
the  subject  01  conhderation,  the  "  iftpointiiMnt 
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Snun.] 

of  Uniaton' 

iaiiM,  and  wiUiin  tbe 

dent,  D7  the  tenm  of  the  oonititDtion. 

The  genUemen  opposed  to  tu  My  tbat  be 
haa  no  aucli  antharity,  ezoept  where  the  oom- 
mbeioii  ia  dinotad  to  Mm  anooeaacv  of  an  in- 
diTidul,  who  had  prarfanialj  filled  the  aame 
■tation,  and  whoe»  death,  nrigaalxm,  or  r»- 
moral,  had  occurred  rinoe  the  loat  seariou  of 
Oongrea*.  For  Ihe  oonvene  of  thia  oplmon. 
the  aeoond  article  of  the  oonatitntion  fs  relied 
on,  and  ia  beliered  to  embrace  the  caae.  It  ia 
thereby  provided,  "that  the  President  ahall 
have  power,  hj  and  with  the  advice  and  oon- 
•wt  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided 
two-thirds  of  the  Benators  present  conoor ;  and 
be  aball  nominate,  and,  b/  and  with  the  advioe 
and  oonaent  of  the  Ben^e^  aj^Munt,  Ambaasa- 
dora,  other  poblio  Hlniaten,  and  Oonsnla, 
Jndgea  of  the  Supreme  Ooort,  and  all  other 
offloera  of  the  United  States,  wboae  !^p(^t- 
mants  are  not  otherwiae  provided  for,  and 
which  ahall  be  eataUiahed  hj  law." 

It  waa  not  bia  good  fortmie,  Mr.  0.  add,  to 
bear  the  gentlenian  from  UawvohoMtta,  Qfr. 
Hni^)  who  had  collected,  be  imderatood^  a 
variety  of  oasea,  ronning  throogh  all  the  period 
of  the  Government,  ftom  the  adoption  of  the 
oonatitntion.  To  theae  instances  he  referred, 
generally,  and  ahonld  particnlarly  mention  one 
or  two  ouieTB.  The  first  waa  the  caae  of  the 
ndarion  to  Oreat  Britain,  In  1806.  Ur.  Monroe 
was  the  rerident  Minister  at  St.  Jamea.  The 
niatiotia  betwewk  thia  oonntry  and  Great 
Britun  required,  in  the  oj^on  of  the  Freri- 
dent,  tbe  agency  of  an  a^nnot  Mnister.  8nch 
a  prooeedins  waa  not  provided  for  by  any 
statate  of  thia  conntry.  tb.  Finkney,  how- 
ever, waa  lent  abroad  during  the  recess  of  the 


Blitnted  bim  adjunct  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  Gonrt  of  St.  James.  It  is  well  known 
fliat  Mr.  Monroe  and  Ifr.  Pinkney  oonolnded  a 
toea^  in  virtue  of  this  commianon,  which  waa 
eent  home,  and  which  Mr.  Jefferat^i,  tbe  then 
President,  did  not  approve,  and  did  not  aahmit 
to  the  Senate.  Thb  case,  it  is  believed,  is  not 
Mil^ect  to  any  of  the  exceptions  wbi<di  have 
been  applied  to  the  Instances  ennmerated  by 
thegentleman from  MasBtLchusetta,  (Hr.  Mills.) 
The  proceeding  in  this  oase  can  only  be 
jnadfied  by  reference  to  the  power  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent to  commission  a  Minister  in  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  if|  in  his  discretion,  tbe  ezigendes 
€^  the  ooqntry  demand  it,  although  no  resigna- 
tion, removsl,  death,  or  ^sqnaUfioation  of  a 
predeoeesor  in  the  same  office  had  ooonrred. 
If  there  1vas  such  on  o£Bce  existing  nnder  Uie 
taw  or  constitution,  it  was  the  office  of  a 
ringle  Uinistcr  to  Great  Britdn.  A  aeoond 
or  a^jnnct  Minister  did  not  before  exist  It 
was,  therebra,  a  new  mismon.  It  was  origi- 
nated in  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  The  Minister 
executed  ttie  duty  incident  to  his  appointment 
by  ooDdading  a  treaty,  and  yet,  in  no  one  de- 
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partment  of  the  Govenmient,  and  by  do  •»«  in- 
dividual, was  it  BDggested  that  Hr.  Jeffcnn 
had  trausoeuded  his  constitutional  powen. 

Mr.  0.  alM  referred  the  Senate  to  tha  cm 
of  the  ^tpolntment  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Adia^ 
and  Mr.  Bayard.  Theae  gentlemen  wars  mo- 
miadtxied  I^  the  Preddent  in  the  reeett  of  tb> 
Senate  and  sent  to  Bnaria,  with  powen  on- 
merated  in  their  three  a«v««l  oommiamu,  ■ 
"  Envoys  Extraordinary,  and  Mii^iten  FIni- 
pctentiary,  to  n^^ti&te  a  treaty  of  pean  viUi 
Great  Britain,"  "a  trea^  of  oonmiene  widi 
Great  Britain,"  and  "a  treaty  of  nxunens 
with  BuBaia." 

The  circumstanoea  ocwnected  with  this  eaHBt 
important  in  the  oonrideration  of  its  infntiiMiii 
the  qnestion  now  in  discussion.  Tbisnstiocm 
involved  in  war  with  Greet  Britdn,  whiob  it 
waa  the  int«reet  of  the  country  and  tlie  (In^  « 
those  who  conducted  its  conoons  to  tcniMt 
as  eom  as  the  otdeote  fiff  which  it  WW  declared 
oonid  be  effected.  Tbe  friendly  loedislioai' 
(be  Emneror  of  BnmoM,  it  was  soppcaed,  eodd 
be  useAdly  broi^ht  to  operate  inaidi^ied>* 
reaolt,  and  thew  Minister*  were  sent  to  Bou, 
not  to  Great  Britdn,  with  a  oomminiin,  dMd 
17th  of  April,  181S,  which  eontdned  intM 
to  "agree,  treat,  ooiMolt,  and  negotiate rf  ud 
oonoeming,  the  goieral  eoaaaiaw  betvMa  bu 
United  Statea  and  Gr«U  Britain,  and  all  nutttn 
and  eutjecta  connected  therewith,  and  to«n- 
dnde  and  sign  « treaty  or  treatiee  toudiiiigtM 
prMnises."  It  ia  tme  they  did  not  treat  ia  ^ 
tne  of  this  oomnuaaion,  the  treaty  salaeqiKaUj 
fbnned  having  l>een  oonolnded  und«  •  caaaa- 
non  tofive  UnieterB,  of  wbran  theae  were  tarn- 

Much  effort  baa  been  made  by  the  m^ 
from.  YirginU  and  Sonth  Cardioa,  Sr.  TiB- 
WBLL  and  Ur.  Eabpxk,  to  leaesn  the  "^'^J; 
the  cases  as  authority,  booanse  the  *W^'^ 
was  made  dnring  war.  The  last  gentlu]Mn,vnii 
nrnoh  ingenuity,  has  also  attempted  tc  mua 
this  a  case  of  filling  a  vacancy.  Th«  tit,  M 
says,  produced  the  vacuiCy,  and  tbe  Mag  uw 
vaoaney  was  in  obedienoe  to  the  expre* j!* 
guage  of  the  craistitution.  That  thia  do«™ 
will  not  meet  the  oase  will  appear  evident,  nr* 
hecanse  aooording  to  all  the  anth»»ontbsa^ 
ject,  a  war  not  only  ann>ends  the  oomiMf™ 
or  friendly  relations  of  the  belligerMit  i»w« 
but  totally  puts  an  end  to  and  destrop  '^ 
and  those  relations  which  are  the  te»J**": 
Rotiations  subsequent  to  the  war,  «?  *J  fT 
fecfly  independent  of  those  which  en"**.!^ 
vioualy  as  if  no  intercourse  had  ever  rol»»»^ 
between  them  prior  to  that  period.  S««2 
therefore,  between  whom  amioable  w*™ 
have  subsisted,  and  who  have  •ft*'^^,^ 
come  belligerent,  assome  towarda  esot  -w^ 
the  same  attitude  as  if  such  amieable  waiw" 
had  never  subsisted,  and  the  cessation  oi  ^ 
war  would  give  to  each  the  aame  dsiiM  of<«"' 
other,  and  in  all  respects,  entilla  ^^C 
same  consideration  which  could  be  dum^  »J 
any  other  indroendent  nation  with  *^™',  j  j 
oorreqKaidenoe  or  interchange  by Ministert'*'    | 


r  interchange  bj 
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been  liad.  The  office,  therefore^  oroated  hf  the 
commisgion  to  these  three  Keatlemen,  wu  as 
perfeotlj  A  new  one  aa  woold  be  that  of  a  IGn- 
uter  to  HaTti,  If  one  were  nov  to  be  oommie- 
rioned  to  tAot  QoTemment 

Bnt,  if  thia  were  not  an  effldwit  objection  to 
(he  gentleman'e  podtiou,  it  ma,j  be  remarked 
that  the  oa«e  cannot  be  brought  within  the  ex- 
act letter  of  the  oonsUtation  for  a  second  reasoD, 
which  it,  that  tht  vaeane^  did  not  oeettr  in  the 
fwwH.  The  war,  in  thii  case,  caoeed  the  minis- 
terial  office  of  the  predecessor  of  theee  gentle- 
men to  cease.  The  war  was  deoliu^d  bj  Oon- 
grees,  and  of  ooorse  the  cessation  of  ministerial 
power  oeonrred  "tederUa  imatu,"  Not  only 
wai  Oonoress  in  cession  when  thee<iea««y,  as  it 
is  termed,  tu^tpened,  bnt  the  whole  sesmon  of 
161S-'18  had  commenced  and  terminated,  the 
office  stin  remaining;  nnooenpied.  This  trans- 
action was  at  a  penod  of  party  excitement  on- 
paralleled  in  the  history  <n  this  ooontry,  when 
every  angry  feeUi^  wae  aroused,  and  when 
many  of  uie  politiesl  men  of  the  day  were  in- 
dnced,  by  pr^ndlced  views  of  the  policy,  if  not 
of  the  integrity  of  the  dominant  party,  to  all^^ 
Bgunst  the  meaBnree  of  the  administration  every 
oanse  of  exception  which  had  the  semblance  of 
truth,  reason  or  principle  for  its  foondatjon.  In 
this  state  of  feeling,  with  the  bitterest  party  an- 
tmoeities  to  qidcken  the  inventive  power  of  the 
Bogadoas  poUtidans,  who  were  straining  every 
nerve  to  dlireot'  popnlar  opinion  a^unst  the  eo- 
thwaotthiameasore — feedings  which  led  to  vio- 
lent inOammatory  reaolntions  in  town  meetings, 
and  in  several  of  the  Btate  Legtajatares,  and  to  all 
the  nsoal  means  of  bringing  odinm  on  the  indi- 
Tidnals  by  whom  the  destinies  of  the  nation  are 
wielded — we  find  a  faeble  effort  made  in  this 
IxKly  to  prononnce  the  act  of  the  Prendent  nn- 
«onstitntional — feeble  it  is  intended  to  say  in 
point  of  effect  for  it  does  not  appear  that  Ifr, 
Gore's  readotion  bad  frieuda  enough  to  encour- 
age them  to  on  exhibition  of  their  strength  by 
yeas  and  naysL  Indeed,  the  resolution  itself 
takes  exception  to  one  only  of  the  commisdons, 
that  which  gave  anthori^  to  make  a  trMtCy  of 
maea,  and  says  nothing  of  the  other  of  the  same 
date,  which  gave  authority  to  eonolnde  a  treaty 
of  peace.  Bat  mrtnimtng  it  to  impeach  the  piin- 
ciple  on  which  the  Freddent  had  acted,  in 
granting  each  of  the  commissions,  it  was  not 
anstaiQ^  in  the  Senate.  The  proceeding,  with 
this  exception  only,  was  submitted  to  without 
oomplaJn^  by  every  department  of  the  Qovem- 
ment.  It  was  submitted  to  in  Oongresa,  and 
ontof  Oongrees;  it  was  submitted  to  bjthe  peo- 
ple of  the  ooontry,  amongst  whom  are  Indi- 
Tidnals  perfeoUy  competent  to  form  an  opinion 
on  the  subject,  and  as  sensibly  alive  to  any  vio- 
lation of  that  charter  of  their  liberties  aa  any 
man  holding  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  Oongress. 

With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  lir.  Pink- 

ney,  in>^d,  it  did  not  appear  to  be  affected 

hjv"^  Jieargnmentanrgedag^nsttiieother 

...-^  ■:  was  in  time  of  profound  peaoe.    To 

/odoQtion  of  the  other  coses  as  an  aor 


thorily,  the  gentiemaa  from  Virginia  Qtr.  T.) 
had  urged  oqjeddons  which,  notwithstanding 
the  eloquence  with  whioh  he  had  advocated 
them,  had  failed  to  leave  on  his  iw^iif^  the  im- 

Cision  they  had  made  on  the  gentieman.  He 
treated  the  casea  aa  a  clas^  and  has  told  na 
that  the  authority  by  whioh  the  nipointanentB 
were  made,  can  be  resolved  into  the  fi^  exer> 
else  of  the  powers  of  Uie  Preddent  la  bis  capa- 
city of  OcHnmander-in-Obief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and,  inasmuch  aa 
the  Preddent,  in  that  character,  could  rightfiilly 
do  what  was  dtme,  it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to 
these  casea  to  show  that  the  anihority  is  ind- 
dent  to  that  particular  capacity]  of  the  Pred- 
dent, and  cannot  be  exerted  bnt  in  time  of  war. 
The  gentieman  has  made  great  effort  to  snstdn 
the  anthi^^  of  the  Preddent,  as  Oommander-in- 
Ohie^  to  make  these  qtpointments:  hecouldhave 
made  these  treaties,  said  he,  in  person,  as  any 
other  commanding  General  oonld,  and  he  conla 
depute  another  to  do  the  some  thing  in  his  {dace, 

Mr.  0.  denied  this  doctrine  In  tote,  and  af- 
firmed on  the  authority  of  the  writers  on  tha 
laws  of  nations,  that  the  Commander-In-Ohief 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  Statea,  or 
the  commander  of  any  other  Army  or  Navy, 
had  not  competent  authority  to  make  and  oon- 
dnde  a  treaty  of  commerce— no,  not  even  a 
generd  truce.  A  Commander-u-Chief  can 
rightfully  exercise  all  the  powers  necessary  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  the  Predden^ 
who  is  clothed  with  all  the  attributes  with 
whioh  the  oonstitation  has  surronnded  him,  can 
claim,  perhaps,  all  the  powers  of  Oommander- 
in-Ohid^  because  the  oonBtitution  has  so  created 
them.  He  has,  by  the  constitution,  several  other 
offices  and  duties,  some  Executive,  some  Le^s- 
lative ;  bnt  it  has  never  been  asaerted  or  ^- 
mated  that  the  Preddent  has  the  soverdgn 
power  of  the  United  States.  The  only  postolate 
the  argument  requires  is,  that  the  sovereign 
power  reddee  elsewhere.  Gentlemen  may  place 
It  in  relation  to  this  particular  in  the  hands  of  the 
Preddent  and  Senate,  who,  by  the  egress  words 
of  the  constitution,  are  declared  to  be  the  treaty- 
making  power ;  or,  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
or  States  nt  the  Union,  and  thea  are  bound  to 
admit  that  this  attribute  of  their  generd  sover- 
dgnty  has  been  delegated  to  the  Preddent  and 
Smate  by  the  uneqmvood  grant  of  that  instru- 
ment, the  otgect  of  whioh  was  to  define  the  par- 
ticular portions  of  soverdgnty  parted  with,  and 
to  whom,  and  the  partioiilar  portions  retained 
by  the  people  of  the  States.  The  soverdgn 
power  done,  or  the  ddegate  of  the  sovereign 
power  of  a  nation,  is  competent  to  make  and 
conduda  a  treaty.  The  sovereign  of  the  conn- 
try  may  at  the  same  thne  be  the  militay  com- 
mander, and  Buoh  is  the  fact  in  deepolio  gov- 
ernments ;  but  the  Intimate  exerctse  of  this 
power  can  only  be  re^rrible  to  the  obaraoter 
or  cspadty  of  sovereign. 

That  the  power  to  condude  treaties  ia  not  In- 
ddent  to  the  o<qiacity  of  the  Preddent,  as  the 
chief  Executive  officer  of  the  Government,  or  as 
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g  oompMunt  piri  of  the  lenslatiTe  bnooh  of 
tbe  OoTemmeut,  is  diatuLCti;  UMrted  in  Uie 
X'edenliat,  No.  70,  before  referred  to. 

UoETOAT,  April  M, 

The  SeiiAte  having  r«Biiin«d  tbe  ocuBiderstioQ 
of  Mr.  BsufOH's  motioo  relative  to  the  poww 
of  tbe  ExecDiive  to  sppcnnC  public  miQisten, 

Ur.  Chandlmb  wid  tbii  wM  A  owe  altoptber 
UDkBOwn  to  the  frunen  of  tbe  ocoiAitation,  m 
MKning  within  tbe  law  of  natioiii,  vbioh  pro- 
vides for  tbe  appiuntment  of  foreign  Minitteia 


and  Amhaiflilfin     Ibia  waa  a  Ooogreaa  got  np 

^~  tieaty  by  several  different  iut»Hi^  in  wbiob 

J  oomlnne  and  agree  with  each  other  in  alli- 


fat  thaae  irarpoeea,  was  to  meet  st  Fanama. 
The  Pienwnt  ssid,  in  hi*  <^ning  mcoage,  that 
we  ihoold  take  part  in  tbe  dellberaticns  of  that 
OongreM,  and  this  vsji  tbe  pnrpose  for  which 
the  oommisaioneis  were  to  he  appointed.  This 
was,  Mr.  0.  sdd,  sppoiotiDg  Ministers  to  a  Oon- 
grees  of  a  number  of  Govenuneuta  not  known 
to  tbe  oonatitation.  The  President  considered 
it  to  be  within  bis  oonstitationsl  competent 
to  have  done  thia.  It  was  not  within  his  oon- 
Etitntdonal  oompetencj  to  have  done  it  during 
the  recess,  because  it  was  not  an  individual  Oov- 
enunent^  to  whioh  alone  tbe  cooslitntion  con- 
templated sending  Ambanoad(aa  i^  lUnisten. 
Tbe  President  haviiiK  clumed  thia  ri^t,  if  it 
had  passed  nnnotioed  bj  tbe  Senate,  it  would 
have  been  brought  forwwd  as  a  precedent  here- 
after. Mr.  0.  said  he  did  not  think  that  Pres- 
id«at  Adams  would  ever  attempt  to  propose  an- 
other misnoD  to  Panama,  eoder  any  ciKum- 
■tances,  but  at  a  future  time,  other  men  might 
ftel  inolined  to  make  use  of  this  a*  an  aotbority. 
He  therefore  should  vote  against  tbe  indefinite 
postoonemeot  of  tbe  reaolalitnL 

lu.lfAOOif  said  that  no  Prendent  had  ever 
before  cUmed  the  right  Utat  had  been  claimed 


a  bad  been  made  exactly  like  this,  was, 
that  no  alum  bad  ever  been  made  before. ,  He 
agreed  it  was  sever  worth  while  to  make  new 
lunistera  onless  there  were  new  occssions.  Tbe 
ODossion  was  as  new  as  tbe  Minister,  and  some- 
thing was  oecessary  to  be  done.  How  did  this 
power  come  from  one  department  to  another, 
formed  aa  this  Qovemment  is  t  It  was  useless 
to  look  back  in  history,  beoaose  tbere  was  no 
Government  to  look  aL  What,  smd  Mr.  M^  had 
been  tbe  coustant  practice  in  our  own  Govem- 
mentt  Had  it  not  been  a  constant  increase  of 
Executive  power  t  There  was  berdly  a  session 
of  Congress  passed  bot  what  some  power,  some 
pannage  was  gained  by  the  Executive.  We 
nad  a  very  reoent  and  memorable  example  be- 
fore OS.  President  Monroe  hsd  said  that  tbe 
United  States  "owed  it  to  candor,  and  to  the 
amicable  relstions  existing  l>etween  the  United 
Btates  and  those  powers,  to  declare,  that  we 
ibould  conmder  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  ex- 


tend their  system  to  any  pottim  of  Hm  bcot- 
qibere,  as  dangerooa  to  our  peace  and  mU^;' 
and  that  "we  oonld  not  view  any  iatatponn 
for  the  purpose  of  opprawriug  them,  ot  entt^ 
ling  in  any  other  manner,  th^  dertiny,  bj  a? 
Enropean  power,  in  any  other  light  tlim  -  tb 
maniieetation  of  an  unfHendly  diqtoiitioi  to' 
wards  the  United  Btat^  In  the  war  twtnii 
tliesB  new  Oovemmrata  and  Bpun  we  dwliKi 
our  neutrally  at  the  time  of  mat  leeogmdn, 
■nil  to  this  w«  have  adhered,  and  ehtll  (Mtii» 
.provided  no  ehange  ahaD  occur,  vw, 


in  tbejddgment  otOM  emnbeteut  aotboriticiof 
this  Qovemment,  diall  mue  a  tarntiaiiiH 
ohKBge,  on  the  put  of  tbe  United  StatM,  isfr 
peneable  to  their  security."  ItwathiroljM- 
tioed  at  the  time;  aodnowwhathad  itbecMHl 
He  should  like  to  see  tbe  letter  sddnssed  tow 
Uextoan  Gorenmient.  How  they  wot  m 
that  this  was  a  pUdgt,  and  tbe  Unitsd  SOU 
were  to  take  the  front  of  tbe  battle.  IT  er^ 
department  of  this  Government  tbe  Bouts,  uw 
House  of  Bepreeentativee,  and  the  Piwi<A 
did  not  watch  the  power  which  the  eoudntm 
has  given  them,  bnt  let  it  be  taken  from  tlim 
by  piecemeal,  wlm  oould  tdl  where  it  'doh 
eodt  lutbereigiiof  Geo^etheHnttlMHiM 
argnmenta  were  used  in  Ecdsnd,  in  n^^ 
the  Exeontive  power.  Mr.M.*Wheli»dM« 
the  debates  in  Oongreea  before  he  bad  llHC^ 
portnnity  of  reading  those  <:^  the  Biidati  W 
liaioeot,  and  it  sppMred  impcasible  ibvj  MU 
be  so  much  alike,  witboot  baving  em  wa. 
This  was  not  the  Om  misedon  of  the  loM. 
Gore's  mission  wss  of  the  same  kiod.  Tl^o^ 
aoa  was  deemed  within  tlie  oompeteiK?  « JH 
Executive.  "Why  did  he  do  it!  Sot«iM««« 
of  the  donbt  of  the  power,  bnt  it  wsa  pn' «"  *' 
expediency  of  the  mission,  and  not  on  ll»  !«*■ 
of  the  Executive.  It  was  expedient  In  tixaw 
wait :  henoe  th ^  waited.  Muoh  had  bem  *f 
abont  the  character  of  the  Psnsms  wm^  ^ 
thia  disontnon.  They  must  be  Mini>ten.*^ 
bsHadofs,  or  ooDBOla,  and  if  the  Fi«sidut  wan 

appoint  them  without  a  law,  what «"  ^  ?* 
vent  him  &t«i  appointing  tbe  Judges  tft»  »[ 
preme  Court?  for  they  were  all  in  thewM^ 
tide  of  the  oonstitutiwi.  The  gentleiDM  »° 
smd  tbere  oonld  be  no  sppropristian  w^'/ 
law ;  BO  he  would  say  there  couM  be  do  »■* 
ter  without  an  appropriation.  Mr.  *•  *:  j, 
suspected,  if  this  mpropristiMi  bill  «  •" 
lost,  there  would  be  no  misrion  to  r»i>^ 
What  would  become  of  the  office  «f«^ 
After  passing  a  law  there  was  an  obltpn*. 
AfUr  poesing  a  law  to  establiah  a  osp^ 
Court,  there  waa  a  moral  obligation  to  »• 
judge*  and  sslariee.  Bnt  in  tiiis  instanw  w^ 
obligation;  it  h-'-'^^-- '"''"'" 


ant  in  irns  bum""  ■-;. 
t  had  nothing  to  do  w«» 


It  hsd  often  been  sud,  thst  in  thu  GoTfft^^ 
the  departments  wet*  to  balance  Mcb  m^ 
How  waa  this  balance  to  be  kept  up!  »^ 
constantly  increawng  the  power  of  ■»«  «P" , 
ment  of  thU  Government;  but  tl'«,f"°S!a 
Bepreseatativea  should  take  care  of  t»  P«*- 
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«omiiiitt«d  to  them,  tiie  Senate  theirs,  «nd  the 
n^ident  his.  Wu  this  Hoobcl  when  their 
nghtB  were,  as  thej*  Hoppoeed,  infrioKed,  to  wait 
for  the  interferanoe  of  we  House  of  Bepresent- 
•liTest  There  was,  Hr.  M.aaid,  a  tendenoj  in 
CTer^  GoTo-nment  to  areate  power.  The  oon- 
stitntiou  bad  giren  the  eonrts  power  to  deokre 
irhat  was  tinooQStituUoiial,  and  wh^  so?  Be- 
oanse  the  Gorenunent  would  go  beyond  the 
limits.  GoTenuneDU  were  nuufe  od  the  fms- 
pidon  tliat  sU  tiioee  who  tiad  power  would  go 
TrroDg.  He  would  go  ftirther,  and  suppose  it  a 
donbtbl  qneotioD  whether  the  Ezeootive^  in  his 
message,  bad  claimed  this  power  or  not,  Moet 
of  the  gentlemen  who  contended  that  he  did  not, 
bad  contended  that  he  had  tlie  right  to  do  so. 
If  the  m^oritj  of  the  Beo&te  thought  differ* 
eiB&S,  was  It  not  pradent  in  them  to  express 
Va»Sx  opinion  t  Had  they  not  the  same  right  to 
express  their  opinion  on  their  powers,  and  was 
H  not  as  much  ih^  AWf  to  do  to  as  tbr  the. 
President  to  declare  hist  A  law  had  I>een 
passed  which  the  Supreme  Oonrt  declared  to  be 
nnoonstJtntional,  bnt  it  was  never  enfbroed. 

There  was  no  analogy,  Mr,  U.  aa^d,  in  the  cases 
eited,  between  Enropeao  OoTemments  and  this 
Oorenuuent.  There,  erenin  the  roost  Umited 
mocarchj  in  Europe,  the  appointment  of  ICnis- 
terswasintbeorown  alone.  He  meant  England. 
How  was  it  heret  Ever;  thing  was  divided 
and  carved  ont,  this  to  one,  that  to  another,  and 
tiiat  to  a  third.  Bnt,  in  all  those  oases  in  En- 
rope,  there  was  an  onderstanding  that  those 
ICninters  were  to  meet,  and  what  thej  were  to 
do.  How  was  it  in  the  present  Instance  ?  They 
vertf  to  do  anj  thing  or  nothing ;  thej  were  to 
talk  of  matters  and  things  in  generaL  Was  it 
ever  donbted  that  the  British  Executive  ooold 
not  appoint  a  man  to  be  an  Aml)asBador  to  do 
asj  IhiDgt  That  is  not  the  case  here,  and  all 
tlus  reasoning,  derived  from  the  practice  of  Ea- 
ropeao  Govemmenta,  had  no  analogy  at  all  with 
our  Oovemment.  Balanoe  any  thing — get  a  rdl 
and  place  it  on  a  fence,  ana  play  at  sm-sou; 
«ve  one  a  little  more  than  the  other,  and  away 
Ee  would  go:  eo  it  was  with  these  powers; 
^ve  one  of  them  only  a  hair's  breadth  more 
than  it  onght  to  have,  and  the  balanoe  woold  be 
destroyed.  Ilrst  tbe  power  was  denied  abso- 
Intely;  then  a  little  was  dooe^  than  aUttle  mora, 
and  sow,  Mr.  U.  said,  it  had  beotnne  a  matter  of 
ooorse,  and  his  otfjections  were  considered  as 
mnch  oat  of  fashion  as  his  l>oots,  to  say  the  least 
of  them.  They  had  a  strong  impression,  in 
«oiiUag  here,  that  this  was  to  be  a  meeting  of 
Bei>nblics,ai]d  that  the  United  Btates  claimed  to 
go  as  the  oldest  republic.  They  were  to  settle 
die  pnbllo  law  for  America.  As  well  as  slstere 
there  were  to  be  brothers  there.  BrariL  Britain, 
and  probably  fiance,  were  invited,  and  all  this 
was  to  settle  the  pebUo  law  for  America. 

On  the  sabject  of  our  goin^  to  a4/Bua,  Mr.  IL 
said  they  had  the  right  of  advimn^  the  President^ 
and  he  had  never  heard  of  a  nation  that  wanted 
the  advice  of  another.  He  never  knew  a  single 
tndividnal  who  wanted  the  advice  of  another. 


If  there  was  one  man  that  did,  there  vrere  100,000 

that  did  not;  the  advice  might  be  ^ven,  bnt 

e  man  would  go  his  own  way. 

Mr.  M.  said  it  had  been  stated,  in  the  conrse 
of  debate,  that  there  was  no  stir  among  the 
people.  In  the  mesa  in  which  he  boarded,  he 
did  not  recollect  having  received  one  letter, 
fi-om  a  man  that  attended  at  all  to  tbe  publio 
business,  but  what  it  mentioned  this  claim  of 
power.  Since  the  pubUcatioD  of  the  documents, 
ne  had  reouved  two  letters  in  which  it  was 
aiked  whether  they  meant  to  let  the  resolution 
deep  t  In  every  State  of  the  Union  there  were 
as  clever  men  as  any  here,  who  watched  this 
body  and  commanded  them  to  ta'ke  care  of  the 
constitation  and  their  rights.  If  any  thiog  was 
wrong,  it  must  be  pat  down ;  bnt  if  truth  was 
on  the  side  of  the  administration,  they  never 
need  mind  any  Investigalaon.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
wished  the  adminlstratiDn  would  so  act  that  he 
might  vote  for  all  their  measuree.  Judging 
frcmi  tbe  letters  he  reodved,  he  should  suppose 
this  sntpjeot  was  much  agitated  in  the  couuDy. 
As  he  ssid  some  time  ago,  it  seemed  to  him, 
bam  reading  the  message,  as  coming  toOongresa 
on  the  expediency:  if  it  applied  to  the  aooept- 
anoe  it  was  a  little  remarkable  it  had  not  been 
put  in  the  same  sentMioe ;  fbr,  at  the  next  par> 
Bgraph,  it  made  a  new  start.  It  was  like  going 
to  a  new  section.  He  could  not  discover  tbe 
coDDcction. 

The  Senate  a^onmed. 

WxDirBaDi.T,  May  8. 
Jvdieiary  BM. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  re-oonslderatitm 
of  their  amendment  to  the  bill  "  hrther  to  ex- 
tend the  Judicial  System  of  the  United  States," 
which  had  been  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Bepreeentatives. 

Mr.  Vak  BtrsKt  said  that  he  would  atate^  In 
a  few  words,  the  points  of  difference  between 
the  two  Houses.  One  related  to  the  arran^ 
ment  of  the  circuits,  the  other  to  the  provision 
requiring  the  judges  to  reside  within  their  re- 
q>eotive  cirouits.  He  bad  not  particulariy  ad- 
verted  to  the  latter  when  the  oill  waa  under 
consideration,  because,  at  that  time,  he  had 
entertdned  the  belief  that  no  objeotion  would 
be  urged  against  it.  Its  r^ection,  therefore, 
by  the  House  of  Represeutaljves,  was  as  unex- 
pected as  tbe  reasons  assigned  for  it  were,  In 
Lis  opinion,  untenable. 

Bv  the  Judioiaiy  Act  of  1798,  it  was  left  to 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  to  allot  them- 
selves to  the  different  cirouita  of  the  United 
States^  once  a  year,  at  their  diseretioD.  By 
the  act  of  180S,  it  was  thought  pro^  to  allot 
them,  by  law,  to  certain  oircuits^withiD  which 
they  were  required  to  reside.  He  would  not 
oonsome  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  reading  the 
act  It  will  readily  be  perceived,  by  a  reference 
to  it,  that  this  is  the  effect  of  the  provision,  al- 
though somewhat  ambiguous  In  its  phraseology. 
The  act  of  1603  also  provided  tliat,  in  tta 
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erent  of  k  new  qtpoiiitiiieD^  k  new  allotment 
might  take  plaoe;  bnt,  whatever  mb^t  be  tbe 
allotment,  it  itill  leqaired  that,  in  t£e  <dd  cir- 
oaitflj  the  oonrta  ilxmld  be  held  bf  a  reddent 
Jodge.  There  wa>  but  one  ezoeplioa.  TUi 
wee  the  drooit  oompowd  of  the  Statei  of  Penn- 
SflTUiIa  and  Delaware.  It  became  neoeMatr, 
either  to  make  the  eioeption,  or  to  drive  fhiin 
his  reddenoe.  at  Uoont  Vwnon,  or  fma  the 
bencib,  one  of  the  most  eetimable  members  of 
the  oonrt — an  act  which  no  former  Oongreaa 
had  been  willing  to  oommit,  and  ot  whidh,  be 
hoped,  no  ftitnre  Oongresa  wonld  be  c^iMle. 
In  oonaeqnenoe  of  this,  howerer,  the  State  of 
Penuj-lvuia  has  been  saljeeted  to  what  her 
oitiEenB  oondder  a  gnat  inoonTutienoe.  That 
naMHi  atill  exista.  The  State  of  Vlrg^  hM 
two  Jodgea  of  tiw  Snprane  Oonrt,  and  both 
oaDDot  be  asdgned  to  the  Oirooit,  of  whieh  It 
fbnni  a  part.  In  1807,  when  an  additkaial  dr- 
eoit  was  eatabHabed,  oompoeed  of  the  States  of 
Oliio  and  Tennewea  it  waa  expresal;  ""^^jmI, 
that  tlie  Judge  ahonld  reside  within  toe  drcnit 
for  which  he  was  to  be  appointed.  like  amotd- 
ment  of  the  Senate,  now  so  atroiiglr  opposed, 
is  a  mere  estennon  of  the  same  prinapla — a 
principle  not  onl;  sanctkined  bj  anthiuitr,  bat 
recommended  bj  ita  manifest  ntilitj. 

Amcmg  Om  ot^eotions  n^ed  agaittit  tbia  pdot 
of  the  amen^ent  of  the  Senate,  there  was  tme, 
Ite  said,  not  merely  faUadoiu,  bnt  reprehensi- 
ble. It  had  been  alleged,  elsewhere,  thatU 
was  tlie  deidgn  of  the  amendment  to  plaoe  the 
Western  States  on  a  footing  inferior  to  that  of 
the  old  States.  This  olfjeotion  waa  nnsapport- 
ed  by  beta,  and  was  made,  he  had  cdisrit; 
enoo^  to  believe,  withoat  dne  examination. 
It  naa,  on  the  oontrarj,  the  objeot  of  the  amend- 
ment, to  ^laoe  the  Western  States  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  old  States ;  to  seonre  to  them 
tbe  advantages  eqjofed  hf  a  reaidMiae  of  the 
Jndgea  within  the  dronita,  and  protect  tliem 
thmi  llie  inoonvenienoes  en>eiienoed  by  Penn- 
eylrania  and  Delaware,  itr.  Vu  BcBXir  ex- 
pressed his  belief  that  there  was  great  iqjnfltice 
in  this  attempt  to  ezeite  sectional  pr^ndtoe 
without  the  l^at  (bnndation.  There  was  noth- 
ing in  the  facts  to  warrant  the  inference ;  and 
heoonld  q)pealwith  confidence  to  the  Sen- 
ators from  those  Btatea,  to  saatun  him  in  his 
podtion.  They  had  witnessed  the  nntiriog  seal 
with  which  gentlemen,  from  different  and  re- 
mote portions  of  the  Union,  had  supported  the 
Jost  daims  of  the  Wwt ;  and,  from  whatever 
motive  misrepreeeotation  misht  prooeed,  he 
had  tbe  (atisDiotion  to  believe  that,  in  that  body, 
the  aabjeot  was  well  nnderatood,  and  eveiy 
^ing  bdonging  to  it  jnstly  qtprecuated.    Mr. 


ti^  tltt  (Ana  mw  eimdtt :  and  it  ia  wppoaed 
that  this  gives  to  the  <rfBoes  erf  the  adffiticHMl 
lodges,  tlw  character  of  '*airooit  judges  <aQ7.'* 
Mr.  Yam  Bonnr  aaid  that  he  had,  in  hia  npa^ 
ing  obeerratioBa,  had  occasion  to  remark,  that 
he  waa  prerentea,  iiy  indi^toritkm,  from  attend- 
ing tt»  oommittet^  the  morning  when  tbe 
amendment  was  fint  agreed  spm  and  reported 
Ita  phraseologT  had  not,  on  tttat  aoooant,  atta«ot- 
ed  his  particSir  attention.  If  it  had,  he  would 
bare  preferred  a  diffraant  form,  in  expreasug 
tbe  oUect  of  the  ameDdmei&  At  tbe  aame 
time,  ttte  oljeetitm,  h«  s^  was  only  teohnim^ 
and  the  tne  sense  of  the  amendment  was  ao^ 
fldently  expressed,  to  leave  ndther  dovbt  nor 
difflonlty  in  Ita  ezeentim).  Tbe  first  awMim  of 
the  Ull  provides  that  the  Judges  to  be  »poiiit- 
ed  sball  to  all  intents  and  pDrpoeee,  be  Jndgea 
at  the  Siqirame  Oonrt^  and  the  aecond  is  outr 
itive  of  the  objeeta  tor  which  tfaeir  ap- 
rw.^_^ent  vras  antbomed.  Even,  npoD  t£o 
grooud  assmned  by  those^  who,  instead  of  look- 
mg  at  tbe  sDbstance,  have  chceen  to  eiitkua 
the  form  of  the  amendment,  tbe  deBori{rtion  ia' 
socurate.  The  Jodges  of  the  Sapreme  Oonrt 
are,  nndw  the  law  and  eonatitution,  droalt 
'  a,  aa  well  as  Judges  of  the  Smieme  Oonrt. 
ig  in  the  drooit  coort,  they  nave  powen 
and  datiea  diatinet  from  tiie  powers  and  dnties 
of  the  Sn{venie  Oonrt,  and  with  which,  wbwi 
ritting  on  tiie  latter  conrt,  tbey  have  ootUng 
to  do.  Bat  be  would  not  detain  the  Senate 
longer  on  that  pdnt.  If  the  House  of  Repreeen- 
tativea  were  In  tkror  of  the  prindple  ot  the 
amendmoit,  bnt  thought  its  form  objeotioDable, 
why  did  they  not  amend  itt  It  would  %av« 
been  in  order  to  have  done  so.  Tliia,  however, 
they  bBTe  omitted,  preferring  to  rest  tbdr  op- 
podtlon  noon  an  objection  which  it  was  in  their 
power  to  nave  removed.  Nothing  bnt  tiia  h»- 
bicnal  respect  br  tbe  other  branch  of  the  Leg- 
islature, leetr^ed  the  oonvicti<Hi  that  it  waa 
the  Side  object  of  tbe  flrat  objection  to  the 
amendment,  urged,  indeed,  as  it  was,  with  so 
much  seeming  eanteetneaa,  to  eover  tbe  real 

rmd  of  diantia&otion — the  arrangement  of 
dronits. 
The  other  point  of  disagreement  relates  to 
the  aeparotjon  <w  couneotion  of  Ohio  and  Kat- 
tnc^.  On  tiiat  aubjeot  lie  iiad  only  to  aaj, 
that  it  is  a  qneatitm  of  a  purely  local  obaraoter, 
in  which  tbe  WeBtorn  Sti^ee,  hIod&  ai  -  ~  '  ' 
ed.  The  otjeot  of  tbe  bill,  itsdi;  ii 
DTOviaion  for  nine  Western  or  Nortb-w< 
Itatea.    They  are  embraced  in  the  three  a 


Tak  Bubeh  thought  that  the  fi«qnenoy  with 
which  appeala  had  been  made  to  local  pr^n- 
dioea,  was  an  evil  which  deeerved  the  utmost 
severity  of  repreheonon. 

An  objection,  he  aaid,  had  been  taken  to  the 
form  of  the  amen^ent,  which,  though  planal- 
ble,  waa  not  solid.  The  amendment  speaks  of 
the  three  additional  Judgea,as  jodges  ofpomt- 


provided  for.  Of  the  dghtee 
aenling  these  States  In  uiia  body,  fifteen  an  in 
&Tor  of  the  amwdment  ot  the  Senate.  He 
would  vatturo  to  say,  that,  on  qaeetjona  of  a 
character  ao  exdnnvely  kcal,  on  wMcih  any 
difference  <^  opinion  baa  exirted,  there  have 
been  few,  if  any,  inatancee,  characteriaed  Itj 
sncb  oDcommon  nnanimity.  To  bring  the  aab. 
Ject  into  a  narrow  oorapaw— in  the  two  oirotuts 
which  are  directly  asbeted  by  the  qneetion, 
there  are.;fva  Stat^  and  of  the  (m  Seaatoia  bj* 
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the  expediewif  of  rednomg  the  patronage  tf 
tha  EzecatiTe  OoTNnmeat,  nuwa  »  T«port 
vhioh  WM  rMd.  The  npott  wai  aoooaputod 
bj  the  six  following  bills : 

A  bill  to  n^olato  tbe  pnbUoatioD  of  the  I«in 
of  the  United  SUte^  ana  the  pnbUo  adyertlM- 
meuti; 

A  biU  to  HCRire  in  offloe  fUtbfal  ooQeoton 
end  dlabnnen  of  the  leTWtie^  and  the  diqilaoe- 
ment  of  de&alt«n ; 

A  bill  to  regulate  the  nipolntmeat  of  Poat- 
XOMten; 

Abill  tor^inlatetheappolDbiMDtof  Oadeto; 

A  biU  to  regolate  the  ^ipdntnuBt  of  Hid- 
ahipmen; 

A  bill  to  prareut  miUtair  and  nanl  offloan 
from  being  diamiaaed  tbe  aerrioe  at  the  pleaa- 
nre  of  the  Pr«iideot;  which  were  leverallf 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  aeoond  reading. 

Ifr.  TAEiwnx  then  mo^ed  that  «a  extra 
mnnber  of  the  report  and  bills  be  printed. 

Hr,  Ramdolph  hoped  that  the  largeit  nnm- 
ler  would  b«  printed  that  bad  beoa  ]^ted 
of  au7  docament  doriiig  die  pteasBt  aanaloiL 
whether  that  doooment  waa  mj  mcMage  mt 
to  this  body,  or  an  attenqit  to  anawar,  wUdi 
thej  oodU  not  do,  the  argument  of  hia  friend 
to  the  ri^t ;  or  nnder  ookv  ol  a  meeaage  to 
the  Eonae  to  annoonoe  an  electioneering  ar* 
ntngement,  what  In  Maryland  waa  known  bj 
the  name  and  utpellation  of  a  atnmp  apeech. 
Thongh  he  had  little  ^th  In  the  atrenfflh  of 
the  nnu  of  the  Ezeondve  poiaoa  whioh  wa* 
attempted  to  be  inatUled  into  tbe  poblio  mind, 
he  wished  the  antidote  to  proceed  with  it,  fori 
pamu, 

Ur.  TuawxLL  aaid,  hia  lAntHanoe  of  what 
that  nmnber  was,  occasiOQea  his  IsATioe  the 
blank. 

It  was  then  moved  to  fiU  the  Uaak  with  6,000, 
which  waa  carried. 


UoNSAT,  May  8. 

ySr.  Tas  Btjbbn,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jnditiarj^  whom  waa  referrad  the  meaaage 
from  the  Honae,  reqneat^e  a  conference  ut  wo 
anhject  of  the  Jndiciaij  bill,  made  the  fwlow- 
Ing  report: 

"The  JodioUry  Committee,  on  tbe  meMSge  from 
the  HouK  of  fiepreaentatlTei,  prapcatng  ■  confer- 
ence on  tlie  inlgeat  of  the  disagreeing  TOlee  of  Uie 
two  Honaei,  on  tbe  amendnent  pM^ioaed  bj  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  'Ad  act  further  to 
amend  the  Judicial  SfHem  of  tbe  United  8t»tea,' 

"  That,  in  tbe  ofanlon  of  tha  commtttaa,  tha  con- 
dition of  the  queslicn,  uid  tha  clrcomatances  of  the 
caae,  render  a  concurrcDce  in  the  propcsed  confei^ 
eace  inexpedient  Thaj  will,  in  deference  to  the 
high  lonrce  from  which  the  ioTlUtioQ  faai  pro- 
ceeded, make  a  brief  explanation  of  the  reaeons 
which  hare  ted  to  this  conclusion.    The 


.  whether  It  weoU  tanii^  »ti 
whether  it  wonld  UtoM  it 
A*r«,  and  thaa,  proliablm  althcu^  net  secMwi^, 
aroid  one.  ■  Upon  fall  ducoarion,  and  tuM  tat 
elderation  of  the  ribjoct,  the  Senate,  vith  M 
tuelre  diuenling  roicea,  dedded  lo  aJhett,  ud 
thcTcbj  prerent  the  unproBtabk  fonnilit j  of  t  oa 
ference,  at  this  advanced  period  of  tbe  Msaia 
That  deeUon  wu  within  the  mlea  embUAed  fK 
tbe  goremmenl  of  the  two  Hoiuea,  ooBnaust  >iA 
wage,  en  other,  and  important  eeeuona,  (ud  I 
cannot  be  nenMsry  to  saj)  waa  Bade  wither  it 
■n^ileat  diareipeot  to  the  Hove  of  Btpmli 
tlree.  Tbe  ooounittae  brieve  that  tbe  mmBiiaB- 
mlAj  with  whioh  the  qneation  of  adheiuM  nt 
orighiallj  determined  in  the  Senate,  MaD  uiM 
The  appcdntment  of  confereee  would  be  k  nrfnl 
wairer  of  the  TOte  of  adbcrenoe,  or,  if  otbenia 
conddered,  would  msiiifeflt  >  diapoeition  (o  rnetl  ik 
conferees  of  tbe  other  Hooae  upon  nneqiul  Una 
AMuminp  that  the  Senate  is  opposed  to  a  ni'fi' 
the  Tote  of  adherence  ;  and  belieTln^  Ihil  tht  ip- 
pointment  of  conferees,  wUbout  it,  nugU  jo^  Ix 
oonaidered  ottJeetlonaUe  hj  the  Hooae  of  Bcpr- 
aentatlTea,  tbe  eonmdttee  Teooaunand  tbe  idopioa 
of  the  fidlowing  reaolatiOB : 

"  AealM^  That,  hi  the  otMou  of  Ibe  SmiI^  •> 
good  wilt  resalt  from  a  conferenee  wen  tb>  nl^ 
<tf  the  diaapedog  Totca  td' tba  two  HonaBt,  oa  w 
ajnendment  proposed  bj  tbe  Senate  to  tbt  ^  c 
titled  '  An  act  tiuther  to  amend  tbe  Jadidil  S!^ 
tern  of  tbe  United  Statea,'  and  that  the  EoM 
docs,  therefore,  decline  the  aamej  and,  finbH, 
that  a  cop;  of  the  amiexed  report  be  sent  tD  l> 
House  of  RepTeaentatiTes,  aa  uplanilor;  <t  '■' 
Tiewa  of  the  Senate^" 

The  report  waa  .  read,  and  ordered  to  h 
printed. 

JmtndatuU  to  tU  CoMtitvlvm. 

The  Senate  then  took  ap  the  readotiiiipr^ 


the^ted  Btatea.  aa  tt  reape<^ the  dei^^ 
pnddeat  and  Viae  Freaident  of  tb*  l>nM 
States. 

Mr,  DioKXBsov  said  be  did  not  riM  to  *" 
into  an  argument  npon  the  reednliMi,  w' * 
offer  an  amendment.     He  lietievtd  tw  <"* 


,__ He  believed  tl 

[dan  <^  «  aeoond  Section  by  the  people,  u^ 
poaed  hi  the  reacdntiOD,  was  ineifedint  M 
impractlcabie :  that  he  oonld  peroeiTe  no  *»- 
grounded  oyectjon  to  the  choice  rf  a«««| 
prortdod  they  are  chosen  in  nngia  dimi»' 
that  eleotoTi  never  have  abued  tbur  pa*«^ 
nor  oonld  it  be  feared  that  thej  ifonWiU* 
the  objeot  to  be  gained  hj  the  dtuge  f^f^ 
waa  not  aooh  aa  to  warrant  an  alteraeonj"  » 
conatitotiMi;  altboogh  be  would  hare  MMW^ 
ieSed  with  tiie  mode  pr^waed,  If  it  ™^ 
originally  adiqrt«d  and  found  to  be  safe  iaf«2 
tice ;  that  the  amendmeot  he  offered  pr^>p^ 
to  elect  tie  President,  in  tbe  last  rewrtj?' 
Mnt  ballot  of  the  two  Houses  of  w^ 
TOting  jwr  c^to— a  body  which  »™'x£r 
oisaly  analogooB  to  the  whole  body  of  w»^ 
aboiUd  they  bo  bron^t  together;  auj^ 
strong  objection  to  a  oboioe  by  l^/^u, 
Eepre•ent«tiTe^  Toling  by  States  did  »« »f 
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plytoaJoistiuMldiigof  thetvoHotteee;  that 
there  ooold  be  no  d^ger  in  troBtiiig  Utem  with 
tJiis  importMit  datj. 

If  r.  BiKroti  aaid  it  wsa  very  well  onderatood 
thronghont  the  Senate,  that  thia  reeolDtdon  was 
not  to  be  aoted  on  dimiig  the  preeent  seasioQ. 
The  reason  wonld  be  apparent  to  every  one. 
The  resolution  was  reported  in  the  Senate  at  an 
early  day,  and  was  put  off  from  day  to  day, 
and  from  week  to  week,  npon  the  reqaeet  of 
gentlemen,  nntil  the  same  gabjeot  had  bem 
taken  op  and  discnssed  in  the  other  branob  of 
the  Legialatnre.  It  waa  not,  Hi.  B.  laid, 
deemed  advisable  to  earry  on  a  dnplieate  de- 
bate at  the  same  time ;  and  the  iune  of  the 
diaannion  in  the  House  had  been  aooh,  that  it 
WAS  not  deemed  adviaable  to  take  any  farther 
step  to  seta  definitive  vote  on  it  tbieaei^oR;  bnt 
tt  waa  deemed  advisable  to  keep  Hie  Bnt^jeot  in 
tt  BJtnntioQ  for  being  acted  npon  at  the  earliest 
poeeible  d^  at  the  next  sesston,  earnestly  and 
vigoronaly,  and  to  have  it  decided  one  way  or 
the  other.  It  was  witk  a  view  to  tiiis  reeoln- 
tion,  uid  some  other  aubjeote  of  importance, 
which  it  was  probable  would  not  be  finished  at 
thia  aearion,  uiat  he  had  conoeif  ad  the  idea  of 
continoiog  over  all  the  entiieota  remuning  for 
diacnaaiou  to  the  next  aesaion,  that  they  might 
then  be  taken  np,  without  lorn  of  time.  Mr. 
B.  sud,  should  not  this  role  pass,  he  pledged 
himself  to  the  Senate,  and  to  the  American 
people,  that  he  wonld  again  move  the  referenoe 
of  tbe  sul^ect  to  a  committee,  and  hava  it  dia- 
iKHed  of  aa  early  as  possible.  It  was  here,  Hr. 
B.  aud,  as  it  was  with  their  great  prototype 
the  British  Parllameat— the  greateat  difBcolty 
in  getting  any  thing  done,  was  to  find  the  right 
time  for  doing  it.  When  the  great  qnesdon  of 
reforming  the  British  Honae  oC  Oommons  was 
brought  np,  it  was  t^reed  all  ronnd  that  the 
Tepresratatlon  ought  to  be  reformed,  bnt  the 
difflonlty  was  as  to  the  right  time  sk  aecom- 
pUahing  ft  During  the  .Azaeroian  war  it  was 
tbe  wrong  time,  and  after  tbe  French  Revoln- 
tion  broke  ont,  it  was  the  wrong  time  still. 
This  reeolntion,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  introdnoed 
two  years  ago,  and  it  was  then  deemed  an  Im- 
proper time,  beoanse  the  Presidential  election 
wonld  soon  come  on.  It  was  ag^  introduced 
•oon  after,  and  then  it  was  an  improper  time — 
it  was  too  soon  after  the  election,  and  it  might 
have  a  bearing  on  the  events  of  that  eleotion, 
and  be  oonudered  aa  peracmally  offensive; 
tberefbre,  aa  it  was  Impoasible  to  find  a  time 
which  should  be  free  from  otgeotton,  Ur.  B. 
aud  he  wonld  pledge  himself  to  the  Senate  and 
to  the  American  people,  to  continne  the  aoUeot 
with  all  the  anergy  he  waa  maater  o^  tiU  he 
bron^t  it  to  a  conchiaion.  He  wonld  endeavor 
to  get  a  decisive  vote  on  the  principle  which 
the  reaolntion  contained ;  he  did  not  do  it  from 
A  spirit  of  reckless  pereeveranoe,  tmt  from  a 
oonviction  that  tbe  principle  itself  waa  correct, 
■nd  one  which  waa  approved  by  an  immenae 
iDMority  of  the  American  people,  so  far  as  be 
had  any  opportnnity  of  learmng  their  tenti- 


menta,  and  if  they  oonld  get  a  ohanoe  of  vot- 
ing on  it,  it  was  one  whitm  they  would  cany, 
Mr.  B.  conotnded  by  saying,  that  if  he  ooiud 
not  get  it  before  the  people,  npon  a  proposition 
eabmitted  by  Oongreas,  be  wonld  transfer  his 
exertions  to  a  different  theatre — to  the  theatre 
of  tbe  people  themselvea,  and  nrge  the  call  of 
a  national  convention, 

Mr.  Van  Bdbxk  said,  that,  being  a  member 
of  the  committee  by  whom  the  reaolntion,  un- 
der consideration,  had  been  reported,  he  wonld 
add  a  few  words  to  the  obserratitms  made  )rf 
the  Chairman.  He  ooncnrred  in  the  propriety 
of  the  dispodtion  of  the  resolution  proposed 
by  the  Ohairman.  The  advanced  period  of  tha 
aesaion.  would  alone  fumiah  a  anffldent  indnce- 
ment  lor  tite  adoption  of  that  conrae,  but  he 


hadfbrthern 


The  p 


IB  which  had 


been  made  in  the  eal^ect  m  ihv  other  Honae, 
was  wdl  known  to  tiie  Senate.  The  result  of  its 
ddibaralion  satisfied  him,  that,  if  there  was 
time  sufficient  to  act  definitiveiy  upon  tbe  anb- 
Jeot  here,  nothing  efficient  could  be  done  at  the 
preeent  aeamon.  He  would,  if  his  life  waa 
spared,  unite  bis  exertions  with  those  of  the 


withstanding  that  the  question  would  have  to 
be  decided  by  the  same  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives,  he  wonld  do  eo  in  fall  oonfidenoe,  that 
their  labors  would  be  crowned  with  oomplete 
SQOoeaa.  He  wonld  briefly  state  his  reaaona  for 
thatbeUei  He  waa  aati^ed  that  there  was  no 
one  point  on  which  tbe  peofde  of  the  United 
States  were  more  perfeotl;  united,  than  np<m 
the  propriety,  not  to  say,  indispensable  neoes- 
dly,  of  taking  the  election  of  President  tmm 
the  Honse  of  Bepreaentatires.    The  experience 


of  Bepreeentatiree  aa  the  strongeat  manifbstft- 
ticm  of  ito  existence.  In  that  respect  it  would 
be  of  value,  bnt  beyond  Uiat  it  could  produce 


no  reaolts.  Although  it  oould,  he  thought,  be 
satis&otoriiy  shown,  that  tbe  naall  Statea 
would,  if  nothing  more  was  done,  l>e  l)etter  off 
tlian  they  are  under  the  oonstitntion,  as  it 
stands,  still  all  experience  baa  shown  that  they 
do  not  think  so.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  they  will  ever  oonaent  to  give  np  the 
power  they  now  have  withont  an  equivalent^ 
wlthont  a  reaort  to  the  prineiple  upon  which 
the  conatitu^on  was  founded — that  of  compro- 
mise. The  equivalsnt  with  which  they  wonld 
be  satisfied,  with  which  Hiey  ought  to  be  aatia- 
fied,  is  tlia  breaking  np  of  the  consolidated 
stTNigtb  of  the  Wge  mates,  by  the  eetabliah- 
mant  of  the  district  system.  It  is  in  vun, 
therefore,  fur  g^itlemen  to  be,  or  to  eSwt  to 
be,  in  bror  of  taking  the  eleotion  from  the 
House,  nnlass  they  are  willing  to  do  tiiat  also, 
withont  which  tbe  leading  object  cannot  be 
effected — without  that,  all  is  empty  profession. 
We  must,  for  the  purpose  of  the  election,  make 
all  the  States  of  the  same  size,  which  would  ba 
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the  eSbot  of  the  ^striot  lyatem,  and  tli«ii,  and 
then  oqIt,  om  we  give  tJie  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  ViiM  Pretddentto  the  people,  premrve 
the  paritr  of  the  ^stem,  and,  in  reautj,  re- 
store tfaebalanoe  ttf  pover  among  the  Statea  to 
the  footlDg  on  whiol)  it  itood  at  the  adoption 
ot  the  ooiutitntJini.  Beliering  tliat  the  derire 
to  take  the  Section  from  the  HonM  had  nink 
deep  in  the  pablio  mind — knowing  the  all- 
powerfol  agency  which  poblio  Mntiment  fortn- 
tiatel7  had  in  our  GoTemment — he  had  the 
■trongeat  hope*  that  the  correct  eentimoDt 
which  now  h^ipilj  existed  npou  thia  one  point 
wonld  be  able  to  oanj  the  other  with  It.  He 
hoped,  and  believed,  that  the  people  of  tiie 
United  Statea  wonld,  in  the  coming  recow,  in 
all  oonBtitntional  formi,  ezprega  Uieir  opinion 
apon  this  wMeot  If  thef  did  ao,  aitd  if  thej 
reallj  desire  the  eleetioa  of  thtnr  Chief  Vtai^ 
traltio,  and  were  tme  to  thHDselTca,  anotiber 
aeauon  wonld  not  paas  hj  withont  aa  oj^rta- 
Di^  being  Auniahed  to  the  Btatee  to  eipreea 
thw  opiiilon  npon  this  moat  interesting  anb- 

K3t ;  a  caUect  with  which,  in  hia  opinimi,  the 
tore  welfare  of  the  ooontrj,  and  the  libratdea 
of  ita  dtiiena,  were  more  doady  cotmeoted 
than  anj  other  which  had  been  agitated  in 
Oonj^reaa  since  the  adoption  {it  the  oonatita- 

Mr.  MaooN  taid  there  was  no  time  now  for 
the  ditonsrion  of  this  qnestion.  He  never 
wlabed  great  qoeetions  saoh  as  this,  to  be  taken 
up  when  the  members  were  exhausted ;  bnt  he 

a  verj  wilting  to  take  it  up  at  the  first  dav 


formlf  in  favor  of  the  district  system,  but  on 
snch  ft  migh^  qneeticn — and  thia  was  one  that 
increased  dailv  in  magnitude — it  conld  hardly 
be  expected,  that  in  a  Government  like  this,  it 
could  be  done  at  once.  The  gentleman  from 
lliasonri  might  satisfy  Idmself  that  this  qnea- 
tiun  most  be  decided  by  Oongreea  some  time  or 
other.  The  cases  he  had  cited  in  England  were 
certainly  true,  bnt  the  comparison  did  not  hold 
with  the  character  of  the  two  Governments, 
and  tlie  power  of  the  people.  In  England  the 
right  of  voting  was  limited  to  a  few,  and  Uiere 
were  many  boroughs  which  had  only  a  sin- 
gle vote.  Here,  nothing  of  that  kind  exist- 
ed ;  here,  everybody  votes.  No  person  has  the 
power  of  Bending  a  member  here ;  therefore, 


fbrm  is  gone  in  England  at  present.  Though 
it  was  known  in  the  earlier  port  of  the  Bevo- 
Intionary  war.  such  is  the  character  of  man, 
■uoh  his  nnwiUiDgness  to  port  with  it,  that  it 
was  not  till  the  year  1781  that  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  were  signed ;  there  was  no  Na- 
tional GovemmeDt  till  then.  The  moment 
peace  came — indeed,  before  the  peaoe  took 
place — every  man  in  the  United  Stat««  was  con- 
vinced that  the  Federal  Government  conld  not 
answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 
It  was  then  the  year  1767,  before  an  attempt 


was  made  to  revise  this  Government  StSl  thn 
opinion  had  progressed  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment mnat  be  altered.  Ur.  iL  said,  when, 
tbey  looked  back  and  saw  how  things  prt>- 
gTMsed,  the  gentleman  should  not  deqwiir  ot 
nis  measure,  bnt  give  time  for  this  principle  ts 
progress  through  this  extensive  ooDntr^.  He 
did  not  know  whether  he  oonld  go  so  ftr  wiUi 
the  gentleman  frmn  Kentucky  aa  that  gentle- 
man wished.  If  the  thing  was  right,  tSl  Out 
was  necessary  was  perseverance.  If  tlie  peo- 
ple were  capable  of  self-government,  we  on^t 
never  to  deeper  of  carrying  measorca  t£at 
were  calonlaMd  to  promote  their  hsppineaa. 
No  great  events  were  ever  brought  about  hut 
by  perseverance.  Bo  in  these  amendment^  we 
mwbt  not  to  de^i^,  bnt  to  persevere. 

There  seemed  to  be,  Hr.  M.  said,  an  opinkm 
prevalent,  that  the  oonstltotion  was  too  aacred 
to  be  tonched.  Certainly  it  onght  not  to  bs 
amended  on  slight  oocamona.  The  firat  Ccm- 
grees  that  met  under  the  Federal  Government 
were  bo  convinced  that  it  wanted  amoidmen^ 
that  they  proposed  several.  The  faults  in 
the  constitution,  said  Vr.  H.,  will  never  b« 
diBoovered  till  yon  go  into  action ;  yon  must 
try  it  by  experiment,  and  if|  on  experiment,  it 
doee  not  answer  the  pnrpose,  then  propose  to 
amend  it.  I  am  agmnst  any  amendment  on 
mere  theory ;  but,  when  an  inconvenience  is 
found  to  rMolt  from  prsctioe,  it  is  the  duly  of 
Congress  to  provide  that  remedy  which  experi- 
ence has  dem<Histrated ;  end  that  is  the  case  in 
the  present  instance.  The  inconrenience  has 
been  felt,  and  under  this  view  of  the  thin^ 
there  is  nothing  to  be  alarmed  at  Look  bau 
to  the  be^ning  of  this  Government,  and  see 
how  many  aoenea  we  have  passed  throng 
Only  leave  the  people  alone  to  their  gooA  oens^ 
and  they  will  set  the  thing  right  Uiemselvea. 
This  Government  is  founded  Qp  the  principle 
that  the  people  have  sense  enonsh  to  govern 
themselves ;  and  if  passion  shomd  sometimes 
show  itself;  it  will  bom  ont,  and  reason  will 
resume  her  throne,  and  the  thing  will  crane 
right  It  is  tme  there  are  times  that  ore  more 
&vorable  tban  others  for  getting  any  thing 
great  done ;  and  next  session,  or  the  eesritn 
after  that,  will  be  as  favorable  a  time  for  get- 
ting this  done  as  anv  that  can  hqtpen.  I  men- 
lion  this  because  I  do  not  know  thot  I  shall  be 
here  two  years  hence.  Elections  wiU  take 
placft  a  new  third  will  come  into  this  body, 
members  will  be  fresh,  and  this  is  a  great  ob- 
ject whioh  will  be  agitated  In  all  the  eiection& 
I  have  no  objection  to  laying  Qie  reeoluticm  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BsuroB  stid,  believing  as  he  did  that  the 
perpetuation  of  the  libertiea  of  this  people  de- 
pended on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  pro- 
poeed ;  believing  that  it  depended  on  bestow- 
ing on  the  people  the  right  of  choosing  tbeb 
Chief  Uagistratej  believmg,  frirther,  Uiat  it 
conld  not  be  majntained  without  yidding  aa 
equivalent  to  tbe  small  Btatee ;  he  rose  fbr  the 
purpose  of  retnising  his  thanks  to  the  geofl^ 
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nun  from  New  York  ^fr.  Yah  Btibbi)  for  the 
msgnai^mitf  be  bad  digpldjed  on  the  present 
oocation,  m  he  had  done  on  all  others.  F 
■i^d  hu  maffD&niniit;' — for  h&TiDg  eipreaied 
tii6  Senate  nU  willingnen  to  Tiud  np  the  pres- 
ent S7Bteni  io  adopt  the  diBtriot  tjBbatn,  pro- 
vided that  be  oonld  get  the  amendment  that 
was  propowd.  He  trusted  die  Inflneuoe  of  this 
example  wonid  not  be  loat  on  the  laree  Stat«a 
of  tbe  Dnion,  and  tbat  Virginia  woi^  follow 
the  ezamiile  of  New  York,  sad  dtsi^aj  tbat  lib- 
oralitj  wMch  was  becoming  her  ebaraoter. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Bssron,  tbe  resolntiaa 
was  then  laid  on  the  table ;  aikd  Hr,  Diozkb- 
Bojr's  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TuxBDAT,  Mar  ^- 
Am  Oarloi  Dtkmtli  IklamM. 

The  Benate  next  took  np  tbe  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Don  Carlos  Dehanit  Delaasos,  (anthor- 
izfne  the  paTment  of  one  tfaonsand  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  with  interest  trtisa  Beptember, 
1810;  also,  six  tboawaddo]lua,witbmtMeet; 
being  for  monej  taken  from  Mm  at  t^  oaptore 
of  Baton  Bonge,  In  West  Florida,  on  the  daj 
and  year  before  mentioned.) 

The  bote  of  the  case  were  stated  br  Jteeen, 
Bestox  and  BnoeLBs,  and  some  dlsoQssioa 
nuned  between  Meesrs.  CounuxB,  Behtoh, 
Haion,  Buoolxb,  Whttx,  Johbstok,  of  Louis- 
Una,  Johnson,  of  Kentnok;,  and  Habsibon,  as 
to  tlie  propriety  of  refond^  tbe  six  thousand 
dollars  to  Ool.  DelassoB,  aa  it  was  tbe  property 
of  the  OoTemment  of  Bpiun.  It  was  tirged, 
on  the  one  band,  thst^  if  there  was  anj  olum- 
ant,  which  was  denied,  all  clum  to  indemnity 
hftving  been  relinqoisbed  by  treaty,  it  was  tbe 
King  of  Bpeio ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  al- 
leged, that  it  was  incnmbent  on  this  Gorem- 
ment  to  place  him,  as  nearly  as  poHsibl&  in  tbe 
rftoation  he  was  in  before  tbe  attatd:  took 
place,  at  which  time  he  was  the  officer  with 
whom  the  money  was  depowted,  and  that  the 
ta«aty  alluded  to  woold  not  embrvoe  this  oase^ 

The  bill  was  finally  l^d  on  the  table  for  tbe 
preeent 

Wedbudat,  May  10. 
ZUinolt  Rh&r  and  L(de  lliMgan  OaMi, 
The  Senate  then  reeomed  tbe  ONuideTatton 
of  the  bin  to  grant  a  oertain  qnantitj  of  land 
to  the  Btate  of  niinola,  fan  tbe  purpose  of  ^- 
ing  in  opening  a  oanal  to  connect  tne  wateis  (tf 
the  lUinois  Biver  with  those  of  Lake  Miobi- 
gan ;  and  tbe  qneation  being  on  the  araend- 
ment  propoeed  by  Mr.  Eakk,  to  strike  ont  all 
after  uie  enacting  clause,  and  to  inaert,  **  a 

aoantity  equal  to  three  secUona,  on  each  side  of 
le  canal,  from  one  end  to  tbe  other,  Teeerring 

to  the  United  States sections  on  eat^  dde 

of  t^e  same,"  dec 

Hr.  Ohaxdlbb  entered  into  a  oalcolalion  to 
prove  that  the  value  of  the  land,  at  the  mini- 
miun  price,  would  y»  betireen  five  and  As.  mil- 


lions of  dollars.  He  tiierefore  moved  to  fill 
tbe  blank  with  BOO,  so  as  to  reserve  half  the 
land  for  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Eebdbioxb  contended  tbat  this  wonld 
amoont  to  mora  than  tbe  whole  grant. 

Mr.  OnAmiLKE  then  moved  to  insert  160; 
which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Eaite  moved  to  insert  10 ;  wbioh  waa 
carried,  and  then  the  question  was  taken  on 
engrossing  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  de- 
cided in  toe  negative,  as  follows ; 

Tub. — Means.  Bsrton,  Benton,  BonUgny,  Chise, 
Edwards,  Batrkon,  Bendrlcks,  Johnaton  of  Lonlal- 
ana,  £ane,  Xrvks,  Noble,  Beed,  Bobbins,  Bagglsa, 
SeylDDQr,  BmSth,  Tbonuts— 11. 

Havi. — Means.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Clay- 
ton, JMoherson,  Flndlay,  Harper,  Hayne,  Sing, 
Lloyd,  Bowan,  Bonford,  Toiewell,  Ton  BureU, 
WhlU,  WUSoiDS,  Woodbury— II. 

Tbe  votes  being  eqoidly  divided,  the  Yioe 
President  voted  in  the  n^Uve,  and  tlie  bill 
was  r^eoted. 

Mr.  WHm,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Fordgn 
BalationB,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  t£e 
case  of  snndij  inhabitants  of  Fbiladelphla  and 
Baltimore,  praying  remnneration  for  daima  on 
the  ^Mmish  Government, 

Jvdieial  SyUtm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tax  BmxB',  tbe  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  tbe  report  of  Hm  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Jndiciory  relative  to  the  confer^ 
enoe  asked  by  th'b  House  of  BepreswitaUve^ 
on  the  subject  of  tbe  Jndiiuary  bill, 

Mr.  Yax  Bdbxs  said  he  would  detfdn  the 
Senate  but  a  few  moments.  .  The  report  spoke 
tbe  views  of  the  committee ;  and,  in  deferrace 
to  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  the  resolution 
provided  for  ita  transmission  to  that  House. 
The  ofdnltoi  of  the  oommittee  was  founded  on 
two  osstmtptiMks— first,  that  the  appointment 
of  oonfbrees  on  the  part  of  the  Swiate  would 
be  a  waiver  of  its  vote  of  adherence ;  and  seo- 
ondly,  that  a  large  mi^ori^  of  tbe  Senate  are 
opposed  to  snob  wfdver.  Although  the  books 
of  precedents  do  not  say  exprasdy  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  oonfereea,  on  the  part  of  toe 
House  odA&rinii,  in  effect  rescinds  the  vote  of 
adhwence,  yet  snoh  is  certainly  tbe  good  sense 
of  Uie  case;  and  it  ^ipears  that  tbe  otber 
Honse  have  asked  tbe  conference  under  tbat 
view  of  tbe  matter.  Were  it  not  so,  the  con- 
ferees would  meet  on  nneqnal  terms.  Upon 
tbe  other  p<^t,  the  members  of  tbe  Senate  will 
■peak  for  Ibemselvea,  If  they  have  any  thing 
to  yield,  they  wiH,  of  course,  vote  ogunst  the 
resolution ;  if  not,  tbe  meeting  of  the  oonfereea 
would  be  ea  unavailing  eeremony.  Mr.  T.  B. 
said,  that  be  hod  nsderstood  that  some  objeo- 
tioD  hod  been  made  to  the  form  of  the  amend- 
ment, so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  residenoe  of  the 
judges.  By  the  first  section  of  the  hill,  tbe  ap- 
pointment of  three  additional  Jnstjces  of  the 
Sapreme  Court  is  authorized,  and  tbey  are 
nlaoed,  to  all  intents  «nd  purposes,  on  the  same 
lootiiig   witb   the   present  judges.     In   the 
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aiii«admeiit  they  m  described  u  Judges  to  be 
iftpointod  Rir  the  three  new  circuits,  tad  re- 
quired to  reside  in  their  respective  circaits. 
The  bQl  frcpm  the  Hoose  anthorius  the  Preei- 
dent,  in  terms,  to  designate  the  drcnitB  in 
irhioh  the^  are  to  serve ;  and  tJhe  amendment 
does  80  bj  necessary  implication.  If  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  had  bova  r^srded 
as  essentially  objeotionable,  on  that  gronnd,  it 
wodd  have  been  in  order  for  the  Honse  of 
Bepreseatstirea  to  have  amended  the  amend- 
ment ;  not  haring  done  so,  be  was  satiifled  that 
the  olijection  was  not  regarded  as  entitled  to  as 
mnch  weight  aa  was  by  some  snppoMd. 

Folly  satisfied  that  no  good  could  be  effected 
by  a  conference,  be  was  opposed  to  it.  He 
tiionght  the  danger  of  losing  the  bill  would  be 
increased  by  the  measore.  The  bill  was  now 
in  the  other  House.  He  conld  readily  conceive 
that  the  members  of  that  Eonse,  who  were 
opposed  to  the  amendment,  might  be  disposed 
to  send  the  bill  here  with  a  vote  of  adherence, 
in  the  hope  that  the  Senate  would  yield,  who 
would  not  vote  to  adhere  if  they  knew  that  the 
BQocesa  of  their  votes  woold  cert^nly  lose  the 
bill.  Convinced  that  the  Senate  wonld  not  re- 
cede, he  thought  it  most  advisable  that  the  oth- 
er HouBe  should  act  npon  the  bill  with  fbll 
kaowledge  npon  the  point 

Ur.  V.  B.  said,  that  Oie  eomndttee  had 
thought  proper  to  notice  the  idea  that,  in  vot- 
ing to  adhere,  in  the  flnt  instance,  the  Senate 
had  indicated  a  want  of  reeptot  tot  the  other 
Eoose.  They  had  done  so,  beoanse  they  had 
seen,  with  sorprise  and  regret,  that  anch  oon- 
atniction  had  elsewhere  been  pat  upon  the  act. 
Nothing,  he  was  certain,  was  farther  from  the 
tmth.  The  Senate  is  mcapable  of  treating, 
otherwise  than  with  perfect  respect  and  deeo- 
ram,  any  other  branch  of  the  Government,  and 
least  of  alt  oonld  they  be  wanting  in  this  re- 
spect to  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
temperance,  not  to  say  forbearance,  whi(&  tiie 
Senate  has,  on  more  than  one  occasion  daring 
the  present  searion,  evinced,  on^t,  he  thon^t, 
to  have  saved  it  from  the  ufjarions  sapposition, 
tliat  such  contd  have  been  its  motive.  It  la 
trae  that,  in  some  of  the  andent  books  of  pre- 
cedents, m  the  English  Parliament.,  it  ia  so  oon- 
^ered ;  but  it  ia  equally  tnie  that  the  coarse 
now  pntsned,  had  b«en  repeatedly  pnrsned  be- 
fore, and  had  not  heretofore  received  so  an&- 
vorable  a  constmction.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
nature  of  the  act  that  calls  for  it,  The  ocm- 
mittee  had,  however,  thought  it  advisable  to 
discl^m  it,  in  behalf  of  the  Senate.  Ur.  V.  B. 
B^d,  he  wonld  very  much  regret  that  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  Houses  ahoold  cause 
the  loss  of  the  bill.  He  hoped  that  snch  would 
not  be  the  case.  But,  if  it  should  be  otherwise 
— if  the  difference  should  prove  irreconcil- 
able, he  saw  no  reason  why  the  ciraumstanoe 
should  occasion  the  least  asperity  or  heartburn- 
ings between  the  two  Hooses.  The  question 
was  one  ezclnsively  of  a  public  character,  to- 
tally <Usoonnected,  oa  far  as  he  knew,  from  per- 


sonal considerations  of  any  deaoripli(m.  If  Hm 
two  Honsea  viewed  the  pnblio  int««at  in  dl^ 
fbrent  lighta,  it  was  th^  dnty  to  adher*  to  dm 
oonrw  which  they  nepwHive^  believed  b«afc 
calonlated  to  promote  it  Difierencea  <rf  that 
description  were  inddent  to  all  pnblic  proceed. 
inga,  and  the  oooaeqnenoes,  however  modi  to 
be  regretted,  ehonld  ne  ntnnitted  to  with  dip 
nity  and  moderatiim. 

Ur.  Kma  wished  to  explain  the  reaaon  wlir 
he  woold  vote  ag^st  tiie  adoption  of  the  r^ 
port  It  wonld  hare  been  prefsmbl^  in  Am 
nnt  instance,  Out  the  Senate  abonld  have  in- 
liated  on  the  amendment  and  hove  sent  to  tb» 
other  Hooae ;  tiien,  if  they  thon^t  mipv,  s 
Oommittee  of  Oonfbrenoe  wonld  have  followed, 
as  a  matter  of  course  r  bnt,  as  the  propoatacB 
had  beoi  mode,  to  adhere,  the  other  motion 
contd  not  be  made  while  Qiat  was  pending; 
and-  not  being  willing  to  yield  the  amoidment 
mode  by  the  Senate,  be  had  determined  to  vote 
in  favor  of  adhering.  That  vote  had  jdaeed 
the  other  Eoose  in  this  aitoation.  They  rnnat 
reeede,  and  the  amendment  would  become  a 
law ;  the?  must  adhere,  and  the  bill  would  be 
destroyed,  or  they  mnst  do  what  they  had  done 
— inMst^  and  oak  a  conference.  He  wonld  oak, 
whether  it  had  not  always  been  die  case,  that, 
when  a  conference  was  aaked,  it  had  been  given 
to  the  other  Honse,  to  enhUn  their  viewo,  and, 
if  there  was  any  new  ught  which  conld  be 
thrown  on  the  subject,  ttie  Senate  might  i»- 
oeive  the  benefit  of  it  I  Becanse,  in  the  oooiM 
of  the  diaousaion,  reasons  bad  been  asmgned. 
was  it  to  be  sud  they  were  not  now  prt^ared 
to  give  additional  ones?  Be  abonld  vote  for 
the  conference,  and  if  they  refused  to  grant  it 
it  might  Jeopardice  the  paaeage  of  the  bilL  Ba 
was  oniionB  the  bill  should  pass  in  some  waj 
or  other;  as  a  Representative,  he  wished  to 
do,  on  all  oooanous,  what  was  right;  ha 
deemed  it  right  the  amendment  abonld  prevail, 
and  that  the  arrangement  of  the  circuits  ehodd 
be  Bu^  as  the  amendment  made ;  yet,  be  wsa 
not  willing,  on  aooonnt  of  »onM  technical  dif- 
ftrenoe,  or  from  some  littie  reeponeittttt^,  to 
risk  the  loss  of  the  bill  altogether.  If  the  Sen- 
ate did  not  show  some  conciliating  apirit,  tlw 
Hooae  might  become  excited,  and  oohere  on 
thur  port ;  bnt,  by  evincing  a  condtiatory 
ifiirit,  this  body  might  bring  about  an  arrange- 
ment which  wonld  be  satisfactory  to  all,  and 
which  wonld  all^  the  fermentation  which  had 
been  attempted  to  be  got  np,  and  the  bill  would 
pass.  He  should  therefore  vote  against  the 
adoption  (^  the  report 

Mr.  Braro?!  aaia  he  was  pleased  with  the  re- 
port, and  entirely  concomd  with  it  Tba« 
was  one  question  which  he  had  advanced, 
which  had  never  been  answered,  in  the  Hooae 
or  out  of  it:  Was  not  the  Judge  capable  of 
doing  the  business  in  Ohio  and  Kentackyl 
This  was  the  third  time  that  he  had  preaented 
the  question  in  this  point  of  view  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  he  wonld  ask  some  of  the  genOemeo 
who  advocated  the  coniK  pnrnud  b;  the  otber         i 
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Honae,  to  sar  wheUier  or  not  the  jadge  was 
capable  c^  doin^  the  biwa«fla  of  thoM  ttro 
Stateat  That  iDqniry  had  never  be«i  met, 
bore  or  elsewhere.  With  regard  to  treating 
tlie  Hooie  with  disreqieot,  be  was  glad  the 
ooinBiitt«e  bad  notioed  it  in  their  report.  It 
vaa  due  to  the  Senate  that  it  ahonld  be  re- 
pelled. He  waa  not  Teread — he  had  no  manual 
— he  had  aoceM  to  no  book  on  the  snt^eot  of 
etiquette ;  bnt  if  tlunga  went  on  at  thia  rate,  it 
woiUd  be  neoeesuT  to  have  a  maoDal  pub- 
liflfaed,  in  whioh  Iber  might  all  leAm  bow  Ouj 
ahonld  be  i«BpeatAi(  <»^  ^ow  not.  In  hii  Idea, 
it  waa  a  new  aenae  of  the  term  diveroeot,  to 
cbai^  the  Senate  with  disreapeot  for  aoing  a 
thing  which  it  had  a  clear  nght  to  do,  and 
irhioh  it  had  done  in  the  naoal  form. 

llr.  BiATOir  said  there  wwe  b«t  two  qnea- 
liona  involved  in  the  amendment  dl  the  Soiate 
to  the  jndioiarj  bill,  sent  here  b;  the  Honae  of 
B^resentativefl.  One  waa,  aball  a  judge  be 
^qKHnted  for  a  droait,  and  permitted  to  reside 
out  of  the  circnit,  onlj  viHtjuK  it  oooaidoiiaUT  t 
To  thia  qaeation  he  anawereo,  No;  and  IumI 
neither  conference  nor  eompromiae  to  oSw 
npon  eoch  a  propoBildon.  Ibe  other  qnestton 
-waa,  shall  the  State  of  Uissourl  be  niltiected  to 
the  incoavenient  attaohment  to  Eentnok;,  in 
the  fbrmation  of  a  circnit  t  Xo  thia  qneation 
be  answered.  No ;  and  had  no  oompromise  to 
make  upon  ue  question.  For,  althongh  it  was 
true  that  the  north-western  angle  <tf  Ken* 
tnekr  touched  the  aonth-eastem  angle  of  Itia- 
Boori,  fet,  for  all  praotaoal  pnrpooea,  there  were 
two  States  lying  betwe^L  Eentnok;  and  Ub- 
eoari,  daring  the  greater  part  of  the  j«tr,  dur- 
ing which,  steamBoat  transportation  and  paa- 
sage  were  not  to  be  relied  on.    Beaide^  there 


BODri,  and  the  points  of  embarkation  in  each, 
daring  the  eesson  of  steamboat  navigatim  on 
the  Ohio ;  he  shonld,  therefore,  iipon  mch  pUn 
qnestions  as  those  involved  in  the  Senata'a 
amendment,  upon  which  be  had  nothing  to  give 
Dp,  vote  at  once  for  the  resolution  of  the  oom~ 
mittee,  and,  he  twain  repeated,  without  the 

Sht^  feeling  of  disrespect  for  aQyindivid- 
or  pnblio  body. 
The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
tbe  report  of  the  Jndioiarj  Committee^  and  de- 
cided Dj  jeas  and  nays,  a*  foUona : 

Tau.— Hewn.  Barton,  Benton^rridn,  Branch, 


Kane,  Noble,  Robbini,  Bowui,  Smith,  Tazewell, 
Thomis,  Van  Buren,  White,  wUliuns,  Woodbury 
—U. 

K'TS.— KesBis.  Bontign;,  Cliase,  Ediruds,  Hani- 
■on,  Johnjitoa  of  Louisiana,  Eing,  Enight,  Uojd, 
Harks,  Beed,  Bng^es,  Sanfard,  SeTmonr — IS. 

TmrnsDAT,  May  II. 
WetUm  CoUeetion  DuMcU. 
Tba  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  estahtidi 
Mitain  OoUeotion  Distriota  in  the  States  of  Een- 


tnoky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  IHinois,  and  Missonri, 
PThis  bill  creates  three  CkiUeodoa  Distriet^ 
LonisviUe,  Oindnnati,  and  St.  Lonis,  each  ca 
whioh  shsilbe  a  port  of  entry,  and  oontcuns  va- 
rions  provisions  relative  to  vessels  arriving  from 
foreign  parts  bonnd  for  these  porta,  and  the  re- 
BtriotionB  under  which  veesels  maj  break  bnlk 
at  New  Orleans,  and  transship  a  part  of  their 
cargo  to  aaoend  the  IGsusnppi.j 

Mr,  IdJOTD  observed,  that  this  bill  was  re- 
ported by  the  Omnmittee  of  Oommeroe  in  oon- 
eeqnenoe  of  a  memorial  from  the  merchants  (tf 
St.  Lonia,  which  bad  been  retired  to  that  com- 
mittee. They  had  oonsnlted  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  enbjeot,  who  had  con- 
cnrred  with  them  as  to  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing the  prayer  of  the  memonal.  The  oommlt- 
tee,  Mr.  L.  aaid,  were  desirons  of  affording 
ere^  bdlity  to  tbe  trade  of  the  Weetem  oouD- 

a,  but  it  must  be  considered  as  an  ezperiihent, 
)  introdnctioa  of  the  right  of  breakiiu;  balk 
at  New  Orieaaa,  and  sblpidng  part  of  tbeir 
oargoee  in  steamboats  on  the  Misaiarippi,  which 
would  have  to  stop  at  a  variety  <tf  places  before 
arriving  at  tlie  pmt  of  their  ultimate  destiDa- 
tion,  mnst  be  attended  vith  some  hazard  to  the 
revenue.  If  it  gave  rise  to  abuses,  however,  It 
oonid  be  remedied. 

Mr.  TuawxLL  said  there  woidd  be  a  number 
of  collection  districts  established.  The  oolleo- 
tors  would  have  the  ssme  rights  and  powers  aa 
other  ocdleotors,  and  would  be  bound  by  the 
general  coUeetlon  law.  Would  there  not,  there- 
for^ be  a  owtain  number  of  officers  called  into 
aotlML  whether  there  was  any  thiog  to  do,  or 
not,  wnoae  salaries  wonld  come  oat  of  the  Treas- 
nirt 

Mr.  Llots  rei^edj  that  the  amount  of  bus- 
ineaa  to  be  done  would  be  determined  in  a  very 
short  tim&    Ther  would  have  to  send  in  their 


woflU  be  sfaqiped.  He  acknowledged  the  b^ 
waa  open  to  many  ohj^ctions,  but  if  the  Senate 
thought  it  vould  be  too  haaardons,  Ihej  would 
not  pass  it. 

(hi  motion  of  Mr,  Habkibof,  the  bill  was,  ibr 
the  present,  Ud  on  the  table. 

FmsAT,  May  IS. 
Beduetien  <if  Eseevtwe  Patrmaga. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  pnblLoation  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  ^tea 
and  of  nahUo  advertisamenta. 

Mr.  KcHTOKSsid  thiabillwasoneof  a  series 
rdatiug  to  the  same  general  subject,  which  had 
been  reported  under  a  resolotion  submitted  by 
a  gentleman  from  North  Oarolioa,  whom  be 
saw  in  his  seat,  Qti.  Maook.)  That  gentleman 
would  take  an  int«reet  in  the  diacuaion  and 
passage  of  this  bilL  but,  Mr.  B.  sud,  to  his  cer- 
tun  knowledge,  that  gentleman  was  unable, 
from  indisposition,  to  take  any  part  in  the  dia- 
cnsrion.  Under  these  drcumatanoes,  he,  tor 
one,  thonght  it  bis  dut;  to  emsnlt  him.  He 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  affiUr;  he  had 
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oollMted&TarietTof&ota;  he  had  matured  the 
■ati|eet,  and  he  thoaglit  it  right  Uut  the  wUhea 
of  Uist  fontlemu  ihoald  ;»r«ndl. 

Mr.  HAOOii  Mid  the  ro^ject  of  diminiihliig  of 
tJie  patrooage  of  the  Ezeoutive,  was  <Hie  whieh 
be  had  reflected  on  for  mxay  ytut,  bat  at  thto 
time  he  was  unable  to  eittw  into  the  discuaaioii 
rfit;  hii  health  was  at  present  80  badj  that  he 
woDld  Dot  be  able  to  roeak  fbr  ten  mmatee  Id 
■necearion.  He  shonld  move,  thereAM^  that 
the  Ull  be  laid  on  the  table;  which  motion 
prevailed,  and 

Hie  same  oourae  was  adopted  with  req»eot  to 
the  other  bills  reladng  to  the  eame  loljeot. 

MoKDAT,  Hay  16. 

The  Senate  tlwn  took  np  the  bill  frtnn  the 
Honee  for  the  Babw^tion  of  stock  in  the  Dis- 
mal Swamp  Canal  Gompanj. 

Ur.  HxvDUOKS  (Ohairman  trf  the  omnmittee 
whidi  reported  the  bill>  made  a  general  ezpo- 
rition  of  Its  objeot,  and  brieflj  adToooted  Us 
pasBag& 

Ur.  CaaSDUtB  tAA  they  had  entered  Into 


partnership  with  lottery  venders  and  subscribers 
to  stock  companies,  who  bad  ssoifloed  one-half 
or  two-tbirds  of  thur  stock,  and  with  Uie  States 
of  North  Carolina  and  Tirginia.  It  was  said 
the  report  ou  the  sobjeot  was  too  long  to  be 
read.  If  that  was  tbe  case,  he  thought  it  was 
too  late  in  the  session  to  act  on  the  snbjeot  at 
alL  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  called  on 
the  genUemen  from  North  Oarolina  and  Vir- 
ginia, to  make  anj  explanatjons  that  shonld  be 
called  for  as  to  tbe  nature  and  ntiUtj  ot  the 
work ;  bat  Mr.  O.'s  otfject  in  riung  was,  to  ask 
the  Ofaurman  of  the  committee  whether  the 
■took  bad  not  once  been  folly  sabsoribed  for} 

Mr.  Taziwill  eud  he  shotild  vote  against 
Otis  bill.  He  bad  done  so  on  a  former  oocarion, 
and  he  should  continne  to  do  so  as  long  as  he 
lived,  and  sgunst  every  other  bill  of  a  similar 
kind,  oome  from  what  qnarter  It  might.  He 
did  not  think  that  this  Government  possessed 
the  anthority,  in  any  form,  manner,  or  shape  to 
expend  tiie  pnblio  money  in  fnrthetinK  this, 
that,  or  the  other  project;  and  tboo^  this 
mooej'  was  to  be  applied  at  his  own  door,  and 
In  his  own  Btate,  tie  most  vote  against  it  It 
came  across  bis  prinoiples,  and  tbose  be  coold 
not  saorifioe  to  promote  his  Interest ;  bnt  as  he 
bad  been,  called  on  by  the  Ohairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Oanals,  he  felt  It  a 
duty  be  owed  to  the  people  he  repreeent^d,  and 
to  Uiose  who  bad  this  bosiness  at  heart  to  eke 
oat  the  statement  wbioh  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana had  made  from  the  docamenla  before  bim. 

Immediately  after  the  Revolutionary  war, 
(said  Mr.  T.,)  the  active  mind  of  bim  who,  br 
common  consent,  was  placed  at  the  head  at  all 
the  citixens  of  this  ooontry,  as  soon  as  he  was 
relieved  from  the  toils  of  war,  employed  itself 


in  looking  over  the  map  of  bis  own  ooonby, 
and  of  his  own  particolw  State,  to  devise  tbe 
ways  and  meaas  by  which  its  pro^nuity  ought 
be  advanoed.  In  tbis  view,  be  proposed,  in  a 
written  oomnraiuoalion  totheStateof  Tirgiiua, 
in  1761,  to  make  the  Fotomao  River  navigaU^ 
from  tbeheadof  tidewater  to  the  nbnoat  point 
where  its  navigation  waa  practieaUe,  and  Oe 
same  with  James  River ;  and  to  connect  Um 
waters  of  James  Kver  with  the  waters  of  Albe- 
marle Sonnd^  by  canals.  The  first  snlgect  waa 
aocomplisbed  at  once ;  beoaose  the  whtde  ter- 
ritory lyin^  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  required 
no  other  a:d  or  c<mcarrenoe.  Hisreoommotd*- 
tdoD  was  attended  to:  and.  In  porsnaooe  cf  it, 
as  far  back  as  1786j  laws  were  passed  antlior- 
iong  the  constraotion  of  the  Fotomao  and 
James  lUver  canals,  which  were  afterwarda  eat>- 
ried  into  effect.  The  canal  now  In  qaesdcMi  ex- 
tends half  its  len^  into  Nratii  Gartdina,  amd 
it  repaired,  thermorcL  the  eo^peratum  <n  tbs 
two  Statea,  and  Washington's  infloence  was  ex- 
erted to  prooare  the  oiaotion  of  the  law  ont  of 
which  it  grew.  The  law  anthoiited  a  cand  of 
very  limited  dlmeiulMU,  to  oonnect  tbe  great 
waters  of  North  Carolina  and  Viiwinlaj  mid 
that  law  received  tbe  ooncnrreuce  of  tbe  Lesia. 
latares  of  both  these  Btatee.  At  that  time  (Mr. 
T.  said)  we  were  in  onr  infiuKy  as  it  regarded 
canals.  The  som  necessary  to  aocomplish  thia 
great  work,  of  twenty-two  and  a  half  iiiik& 
was  estimBt«d  at  180,000,  which  was  snbacribed 
for  in  North  Candina  and  Vimnia,  There  waa 
no  sDoh  tbin^  as  a  civil  engineer  In  America, 
and  some  mihtary  engineer  was  picked  np  to  cot 
the  canal ;  a  man  who  had  never  seen  one  ocb- 
stracted  in  his  life,  and  was  perfectly  if, 

of  the  soljeot.    He  pnjected  it,  and  th^  o 

roenoed  it  in  utter  ignorance  of  every  tliii^ 
concerning  snob  works.  They  fluished  the  cot 
with  the  |80,000,  and  the  tolls  whiob.were  t«- 
ceived  wl^e  the  canal  was  in  operation.  Bnt, 
when  it  was  Pushed,  tbey  bsd  got  a  ditch  of 
eleven  feet  wide,  and  one  foot  deep,  which  foot, 
in  Bommer  time,  was  frequently  diminished,  by 
evaporatjou,  to  mx  Inches.  Tbey  were  otxa- 
piea  ten  years  in  catting  this  ditch.  So  soon 
as  it  was  finished,  ot  before  it  was  ^faW'Ht 
it  was  foand,  by  snrvey,  by  some  pMaona 
who  were  a  little  better  aoqaainted  with 
the  matter,  that,  immediately  west  <rf  tbe 
canal,  at  two  miles  distance  fhMS  it,  there  lay 
the  best  feeder  in  the  wixrid,  a  lake  which  waa 
seven  miles  long,  five  miles  broad,  and  tjf  ex- 
traordinary  depth.  This  lake  was  found  to  be 
at  an  elevation  of  seven  feet  above  the  aorftce 
of  this  canal,  and  tweo^-two  feet  devadkai 
above  the  tide  water.  At  this  tdme  tbe  mnwy 
was  all  expended.  Application  was  again  made 
to  the  Legialatares  of  North  Carolina  and  Vir- 
^nla  to  aothorize  an  additional  snbscriptioa  to 
tiicstock.  AnadditionalBabecTiptionoftM,000 
or  more,  was,  accordingly,  made  by  indivldoalis 
and  ^me  portion  by  tbe  State  <^  virgmia  itse^ 
He  was  not  ears,  however,  that  tliuat  waa  tbs 
case.    This  money  waa  expesdad  in  (be  tDgtit 
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of  KHoe  woodw  looks  which  had  been  cmutniot- 
•d  in  the  oootm  of  the  ezoftTStiini  of  the  cimal, 
andwhiohrottedonoemteiLfean.  Still theca- 
nal  was  odIj  eleren  feet  wide,  uid  one  foot  deep. 
Things  remained  in  this  state,  until  the  late 
war  with  Great  Brittdii.  The  ObeMpeake  was 
then  blcioked  np,  and  the  onlj  ontlet  was  through 
this  oonsi,  and  the  whole  of  the  tobaooo,  and 
everj  article  of  export  in  Vir^ia,  waa  carried 
through  it  into  the  waters  <^  NorOi  Oardina, 
which  nature  has  proelaitned  shall  never  be 
blookaded  hj  anf  &ataaj,  Ycesela,  ootning 
from  Kichmond,  and  other  parts,  aniTed  at 
Horfolk,  discharged  tlieir  carfoee  into  open 
boats,  which  went  through  this  canal  to  ports 
In  Nrnth  Carolina,  and  thence  were  shipped  to 
ti^fj  part  of  the  worid.  The  magnitade  of 
th^J  trade  and  the  imp^^taaoe  of  this  ^.ftn*!,  had 
ftttnteted  oonfflderable  attention.  The  original 
$80,000  were  gone;  the  $40,000  afterwards 
Bobsoribed  were  all  gone  i  the  new  stooUuddms 
were  not  permitted  to  oome  in  on  the  same 
terms  with  the  old  oneSj  and  the^  reftised  to 
eomo  in  on  an^  other.    In  this  state  et  things 


■nd  subecribed  the  remaining  three-flfths  of  the 
stock.  Wil^  this  fond  they  out  a  feeder  two 
milea  long,  giving  thun  the  omnmand  of  the 
canal ;  and  Uie^  opened  this  canal  to  a  width, 
OD  the  sorfaoe  hn^  of  fift;  feet,  and  at  the  bot- 
tom of  thirtf -two  feet,  with  a  depth  intended  toi 
•ix  feet  hot,  for  some  reason,  was  onlj  maae 
five  and  a  half  feet  The  tolls  reoeiTod  in  the 
mean  t^me  had  been  applied  to  the  ereotion  of 
■tone  looks.  There  were,  origiuallj,  twelve 
wooden  locks,  which  are  now  all  done  awa^, 
and  there  are  three  or  four  stone  locks,  and  finer 
pieces  of  masomy  I  never  saw  in  laj  life.  The 
watxitj  the  Stote  sabs4sibed  has  been  applied  to 
-widea  the  oanaL  There  were  required  stone 
locks  where  wooden  onee  eztsted  at  the  sonth- 
em  oatlet,  and  a  ent  of  200  yards,  to  change 
Ibe  [daoe  of  disembognetnent,  because  a  better 
dte  for  the  foondation  of  a  stone  lock  con  be 
strand  than  now  exists.  Thefouds  are  not  pro- 
Wed,  and,  if  they  depend  upon  the  tolls  of  the 
eanal  to  raise  these  fimds,  they  would  not  be 
fMhcoming  for  some  reus,  owing  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  canaL  This  (Mr.  T.  said)  was  the 
history  of  the  orl^  and  progress  of  Ute  work, 
as  far  as  he  knew  any  thing  about  it 

lliis  eaiul,  Hr.  T.  aaid,  was  to  be  eonsidered 
tn  a  national  point  of  view.  By  a  reference  to 
llie  m^  it  would  be  seen  that  from  the  month 
of  the  St.  Hary^s  Biver  to  the  month  of  the 
Fedae,  there  ia  everywhere  a  oh^  of  islands, 
leaving  eomidings  which  are  navigable ;  a  oanal 
made  by  the  hand  of  nature  which  is  perfectly 
lUivigaUe.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Pedee  the  ial- 
amd  ceases;  it  there  becomes  neoessvy  to  enter 
this  great  river ;  asoeuding  its  sauthem  branch, 
joa  oome  within  eight  or  ten  miles  of  the  navi- 

Eble  waters  of  Oape  Fear  in  North  OaroUna. 
OS  is  over  a  champaign  coimtry  where  there 
b  not  a  single  rook  of  any  kind,  and  nothing 


but  the  roots  of  trees  to  prodnce  any  difficult; 
in  the  ezoavation;  yon  aBomd  the  nearest 
mouth  of  Oape  Fear,  and  there  wproaoh  within 
two  miles  of  that  chain  of  sounds  wbioh  extend 
northwardly  to  the  State  (tf  Virginia.  A  canal 
of  two  miles,  Mr.  T.  said,  would  oomiect  the 
waters  of  Otaa  Fear  with  the  first  of  tbeee 
soosda ;  and  he  proceeded  to  show  ^e  fodlity 
of  effecting  a  complete  interior  navigation 
throu^out,  to  Albemaria  Sonnd,  and  thence  to 
the  month  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  now 
under  consideration,  twenty-three  miles  In 
length,  which  connected  Albemarle  Sonnd  with 
Eamptim  Koads  in  Tirglnta.  Yon  then,  con- 
tinued Kr.  T.,  ascend  the  Oheeapeake  Bav  and 
come  to  the  month  of  the  Oheasfieake  and  Dd- 
aware  Oanal;  through  this  yoo  enter  the  waters 
of  the  Delaware,  ascend  to  Trenton,  and  enter 
there  the  Delaware  and  Haritan  Canal ;  by  this 
meana  you  get  to  New  York ;  you  pass  up  Long 
Idand  Bound  to  Providence,  Jthode  Island. 
Wherever  else  the  canal  may  go,  s^  Ur.  T.,  I 
know  not,  but  from  there  to  St.  Ha^'s  River, 
in  Qeorgia,  there  are  only  the  inriirnmoant  oI>- 
atmotions  ^stiug  wliioh  he  had  described. 
The  hi^h  lands  which  snwrate  the  waters 
which  fall  into  the  Hudson  from  those  that  fhll 
into  the  Delaware;  those  that  separate  the 
Chesapeake  from  the  waters  of  AIi>emarie 
Bound ;  those  separating  Cape  Fear  fron)  Sonth 
Carolina,  and  on  to  St.  Mark's  in  Oeoi^a,  a 
distance  of  one  thonsand  miles,  required  canals 
of  something  less  than  sixty  miles  altogether. 
Of  this  chain,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal  is  a  link,  which  has  already  been  com- 
pleted to  the  extent  I  before  stated.  Another 
unk  is  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal, 
for  the  completion  of  wbioh  Oongress  voted  die 
same  sum  of  money  at  the  last  session,  as  ts 
now  prt^oaed  fbr  this  canaL  It  will  be  com- 
pleted in  the  conrse  of  the  enaaing  year.  The 
Unk  otameoting  the  Delaware  and  ue  Hndson 
is  now  in  tram,  but,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  did  not 
know  what  progress  had  been  msde  in  it.  It 
was  a  fact,  that  during  the  laat  summer,  a  ves- 
sel came  fh>m  New  York,  passed  through  this 
canal  in  its  present  situation  to  North  Ouidina, 
took  in  her  load,  and  made  her  return  voyage. 
ThiL  Mr.  T.  s^d,  was  the  history  and  progress 
of  this  oanaL  He  had  done  his  duty  In  sub- 
mitting it,  but,  inasmuch,  as  he  conceived  that 
Ccaigress  had  no  authority  to  exert  this  power, 
be  could  not  vote  for  it 

Ur.  BnuicH,  of  North  Carolina,  said  this 
work  was  a  most  important  one,  and  was  con- 
nected with  a  power  already  exercised  by  Ctm- 
gteee ;  for  without  this,  effldenoy  eould  not  be 
given  to  tiie  fortifications  ■  it  was  through  this 
canal  supplies  were  to  be  mmlshedwhiui  were 
to  give  efiloiency  to  the  fortresses  at  the  lUp 
R^  and  fortress  Monroe,  and  should  he,  from 
a  httlesqueamishness,  deny  to  his  people  a  par- 
ticipatjon  in  the  feast  which  had  been  prepared 
out  of  tbeir  money  t  The  money  of  the  Stat« 
of  North  Carolina  had  been  taken,  and  often,  by 
those  very  men,  who  now  tendered  himthia  lit- 
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tie  bone;  for  it  wbh  nothing  bntsbOM  to  piok. 
The  State  of  Virginia  was  more  interested  in 
Uiis  work  than  Uie  State  of  Kortii  Oarolina, 
perhaps  more  than  anj  State  in  the  Union,  and 
tboae  men  who  had  taken  tbe  money  of  his 
people,  and  had  applied  it  to  objects  of  a  differ- 
ent diaracter,  were  now  tendering  him  a  smaU 
boon  b;  way  of  retnrn.  If  he  ahoold  accept  it 
•honld  he  be  oranpromitted  hj  his  vote ;  shoolo 
he  be  boond  to  aoqnleaoe  in  an  j  violation  of  the 
rights  of  hia  people  hereafter  bj  the  vote  he 
■honld  pve  now  f  Mr.  R  said  he  was  an  ad- 
vocate for  the  eqnal  and  impartial  diatribntion 
of  the  reBOnroes  of  the  nation ;  therefore,  it  was 
that  he  had  agreed  with  zeal  to  the  propooition 
ofthe  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  The  State  of 
North  Cardina  had  received  no  returns  for  the 
monej  she  had  been  poaring  into  the  coffers  of 
tbe  nation.  Mr.  B.  then  entered  into  some 
flirther  stAtementa  in  relaUou  to  the  importance 
of  the  canal,  and  said  he  conld  not  Buffer  a  mor- 


(otDO  difflcultiea  in  relation  to  this  mil:{]ect,  bot 
they  were  not  oooBtitntional  onee;  for  bin 
oonrse  bad  always  been  uniform  on  tliat  nb- 
JeoL  In  relation  to  the  inbject  of  internal  im- 
provement, it  was  an  object  that  ooght  at  all 
times  to  be  promoted,  when  it  could  be  done 
without  beins  borthensome  to  the  people ;  yet, 
white  be  m^e  this  avowal  he  most  be  per- 
mitted to  say  he  labored  onder  a  degree  of  em- 
barraasnent  in  voting  for  the  i^ropriation  of 
a  smn  of  money  for  making  can&la  within  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia  when  the  Senator 
from  that  State  told  them  he  was  opposed  to  it 
from  principle.  Mr.  N.  Boid  that  being  ndaed 
at  tbe  handle  of  the  plough,  and  not  having  had 
it  in  his  power  to  qoalify  hiinelf  to  disorinunato 
so  well  as  many  gentlemen  could  do  on  the  mb- 
ject  of  giving  oonstraotions  to  the  oonstltntion, 
be  felt  somewhat  embarrasBed  by  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  loved  the 
man  who  would  give  him  informatJon  that 
ebonld  lead  hint  to  the  path  that  wonld  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  iwople  he  represented ; 
bat  he  did  not  wish  lo  impose  on  the  State  of 
Virginia  this  appropiiation  of  money  against 
her  will.  He  saw  a  difference  if  not  a  contra- 
diction of  sentiment  on  the  snlyect  I  hear  it 
advanced  on  this  floor,  Boid  Mr.  N.,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive ofBcer  vrished  to  aaeume  to  himself 
power,  and  extend  his  arm  over  the  whole  cre- 
ation, becaose  in  his  message,  while  we  have 
ten  millions  of  people,  he  had  recommended  an 
exploration  of  tne  Northwest  coast  of  onr  Oon- 
tment ;  yet,  when  I  look  back  to  the  time  of 
Jefferson,  when  we  had  only  half  the  nnmber 
of  people,  I  find  that  he  hod  Beat  withoat 
oensore  an  exploring  party  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  When  I  hear  and  see  snch  contra- 
dictiona,  wha^  said  Ur.  N.,  am  I  to  believe  ? 
The  constitution  was  the  same  then  as  it  is 
now.    .^mltobelediutotbisTortezI   When 
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I  go  back  to  tbe  forest  which  gave  me  birth, 
what  am  I  to  t«ll  the  people  of  that  oonntryl 
I  will  t^  them  facta.  I  came  here  for  that 
purpose,  and  I  will  go  back  for  that  purpose.  If 
any  man  who  has  administered  this  Govon- 
ment,  bos  sinned  lees  than  another  against  tin 
Constitution  of  the  TTnited  States,  it  ia  John 
Qoincy  Adams ;  and  if  there  is  emiMrTaaHiient 
in  our  way  on  the  groond  of  the  oonstitntioDal 
qoeetion,  let  truth  be  onr  guide,  and  let  it  bo 
qioken  tbrongbout  the  country.  Mr.  N.  evA 
be  wanted  to  come  to  some  conidnsion ;  aad, 
as  he  hod  said  on  a  former  occasion,  let  the  liiM 
of  demorkatJon  be  drawn.  Ur.  N.  then  aud  ba 
should  torn  to  tbe  Journal  of  tbe  preceding  eeo- 
sion,  and  read  a  passage  which  the  g«ntleaisD 
from  ViiKinia  conld  ezpliun.  That  gentlenfln, 
sMd  Mr.  H.,  has  Batisfled  me ;  he  has  tAken  me 
along  with  him  like  a  torrent ;  he  cannot  only 
q>lit  liwn,  but  he  cam  quarter  them ;  his  moA 
of  reaeoidns  has  snob  a  powerM  effect  om  my 
mind  that  I  am  ready  at  all  times  to  confmn  to 
his  viewB.  [Mr.  N.  then  read  from  th«  Jovnul 
tbe  amendmeot  <nff«t«d  by  Ur.  Tazcwkll  to  the 
bin  for  the  Bubeoription  for  Bto^  to  tbe  Cbwo- 
peake  and  Delaware  Oanal,  at  tho  lost  seeaon 
of  Con^reas,  proponng  to  Eabscribe  for  so  many 
shares  m  tbe  Dumal  Swamp  Canal  Company ; 
which  amendment  was  r^ected,] 

Mr.  Taibwxll  rose  to  set  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  right.  When  the  bill  for  apprtqai- 
^jng  a  Bum  of  money  for  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  was  up  at  the  last  maaatt, 
it  was  argued  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware^ 
(Mr.  Vak  I>tkx,)  that  this  canal  was  one  link  of 
tbe  great  ^lain  to  connect  the  Sonthent  with 
th«  Eastem  country.  Therefore,  Mr.  T.  sud, 
he  offered  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  statiw 
tbat  this  was  another  link  in  tbe  chain,  am^ 
while  they  were  providing  for  the  chain,  they 
might  m^e  two  links  instead  of  one.  I  was 
asked,  said  Mr.  T.,  by  tbe  Senator  from  Dda- 
wore,  if  be  agreed  to  the  amendmeot  would  I 
vote  tor  the  bill  ?  I  replied,  tbat  I  would  no^ 
in  any  sbiqw  in  the  world ;  take  my  amendment 
Uid  I  will  vote  against  the  whole  bill ;  r^ectit, 
and  I  will  vote  agtunst  the  bill.  It  was  r^Jed- 
ed,  and  if  the  gentleman  will  tnm  over  the 
n^  leaf  of  the  Journal,  he  wUl  find  my  name 
amongst  the  nays.  I  never  did  vote  for  a  propo- 
ntion  of  the  kind,  and,  so  help  me  God,  Inevs 
will. 

Mr.  Kakk,  of  niinoSs,  sud  it  was  with  rdoo- 
tance  he  aaid  any  thing  on  the  satgect ;  but  be 
.was  aniions  that  tbe  vote  he  was  about  to 
give,  should  not  be  viewed  in  the  spirit  ot  re- 
toliotdon.  He  had  difficoltiea  on  this  subject  <i 
a  couBtitulJoDal  nature.  Immediately  after  tbe 
vote  on  the  Looisville  and  ForUand  Canal  bill, 
tbe  idea  occnrred  to  him  that  be  ought  to  have 
inquired  before  he  gave  hia  vote  as  to  this  het. 
Did  the  act  of  incorporation  authorize  the  sub- 
scription of  stock,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Statea,  or  any  Goventmei^ 
whatever !  If  the  act  of  incorporation  <rf  tfat 
State  of  Eentociky  in  that  oase^  and  of  the  StiU 
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f  yir^nia,  ia  this,  did  not  give  the  antboritj 
I  reoaire  the  United  Statee  rabMiriptioD,  he 
onld  ask  wbeOter  the  luit  on  the  part  of  this 
OTenunent,  did  not  nibvert,  in  a  great  meas- 
r^  the  power  of  theae  States  over  their  corpo- 
itiJona?  Ooi^>oratorB  are  under  liabilities,  aa 
eU  as  individoala;  they  ma;  do  acta  which 
ill  be  a  forfeiture  of  their  olujter.  Suppodng, 
ten.  the  Government  of  the  Unit«a  Statea 
lonid  acquire,  b;  anj  meana,  a  majoritf  of  the 
ook,  and  do  acts,  wluch,  if  done  b;  indiridoala, 
onld  subject  them  to  a  forfeiture  of  their  char- 
r,  what  a  state  of  things  wonld  be  produced 
itween  Virginia  and  the  United  States  I  He 
iprehended  that  no  remedy  oonld,  in  snch  a 
se,  be  applied  b^  a  resort  to  l^al  tribunals ; 
td  ne  quoted  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
id  argued,  at  some  length,  to  show  the  force 

this  objection.  The  Oovemment  of  the 
aited  States,  he  said,  wonld  be  a  partsier  in 
is  corporatiui ;  the  Qoventment  of  the  United 
atescooldnot  besaed;  one  of  the  individuals 
mpoung  the  oon>orationnotbeiugUabletobe 
ed,  no  emt  conld  be  entered  in  the  Supreme 
nutof  the  United  States.  Mr.  E.  said  further 
St  he  did  not  believe  that  the  Government  had 
»  power,  except  in  oaaee  of  most  evident  neces- 
j,  at  ezeroiung  the  right  of  improving  within 
e  limits  of  a  State,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Ue.  What  sbonid  be  the  evidences  of  that 
Qsent,  he  wonld  Jndge  for  himself.  If  the 
ipresentatives  of  the  State,  on  this  floor,  ad- 
oated  the  bill ;  and  if  from  the  evidences  which 
iboTj  fnnushed,  he  believed  that  the  State 
uented  to  the  meaaore,  hia  objections  would 

done  away.  Thia  was  not  the  oaae  here. 
e  State  of  Yh^ia  bj  hw  Representative, 
)teBted  against  the  exercise  ttf  thia  power ' 
1  had  OongresB  the  power  to  Inflict  this  canal 

her  without  her  consent  t  It  seemed  to 
a  tiiej  had  not. 

dr.  Vah  Bubxv  said  he  rose  piioclpally  to 
I  fbr  the  yeas  andoays;  bntwhilehe  wasnp, 
would  make  one  remark  on  the  subject  Be 
dd  not  vote  for  this  bill,  for  he  did  not  be- 
'e  that  this  Government  possessed  the  con- 
ntionol  power  to  make  these  roads  and  canals, 
to  Kraut  the  money  to  make  them ;  bat, 
lie  ha  entertained  this  opinion,  he  did  not 
h  to  indnlse  in  feeliogs  of  asperity  towards 
ae  who  differed  from  him.    It  was  a  subject 

free  from  excitement,  espedall;  bo  fhr  as 

power  to  grant  money  was  concmied.  Dif- 
mt  views  were  taken  of  this  eubJecL  by  per- 
s  who  were  pure  and  honest;  and,  Mr.  V.  B. 
I,  he  ahonld  take  the  Ubwty,  which,  perht^ie, 
liad  no  right  to  take,  to  express  his  regret, 
t  in  the  coarse  of  the  disoassion  on  this 
rtion,  such  feeling*  had  been  drawn  forth, 
lad  been  witnessed  on  the  present  as  well  as 
rormer  occanons.  There  were  no  two  gen- 
len  on  this  Soor,  who  placed  more  nnqualifled 
fidence  in  each  other's  integrity,  tnaa  the 
tlemen  from  Maine  and  North  Carolina; 
,  from  the  mis^tprebension  of  a  few  words 
1  in  debate^  these  feelings  had  been  drawn 
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forth.  It  was  their  daty  to  avoid  saoh  feelings. 
He  aoqoieeced  in  the  opinion,  that  there  was  no 
State  in  the  UnioD  which  had  received  so  little 
notice,  as  the  Sute  of  North  Carolina ;  and,  Ifr. 
V.  B.  said,  where  be  could  do  it,  consistently 
with  his  view  of  the  oonstitation,  he  would 
with  the  utmost  cheerfulness  contribute  bis  sup- 
port to  any  project  to  assist  that  State ;  but  os 
this  occauon  he  could  not  do  it.  At  the  some 
time  he  must  say,  that,  if  he  believed  it  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  grant  money  for 
this  purpose,  the  present  mode  would  be  (^ 
last  one  he  snoold  think  of  adopting.  If  ther* 
was  any  grant  of  money  at  all  for  this  purpose, 
it  sbould  De  direoL  Where  aid  was  granted  In 
the  mode  now  proposed,  abusee  would  creep  in, 
and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten.  deception  would  be 
practised.  In  the  State  of  New  York  they  had 
Lad-  Mr.  T.  B.  said,  full  experience  of  this,  in  the 
application  for  charters  for  banks ;  plausible  pre- 
tences were  setup  that  the  State  would  be  there- 
by benefited,  till  these  practices  became  so  nu- 
merous, that  in  the  end  publio  opiniou  was  de- 
ddedlj  against  them,  and  the  Le^eiatnre,  to  her 
bonor^  at  the  last  seeaion,  had  refused  all  i^ 
plications  of  this  description.  So  it  was  with 
Oongren:  they  would  proceed  from  one  thiug 
to  another,  till  many  millions  of  the  publio 
money  were  thrown  away  on  disadvantageooa 
projects,  and  they  would  finally  come  to  the  same 
oouclnuou  which  the  State  of  New  York  had  ar- 
rived at.  When  an  individual  subscribed  for 
stock,  he  had  a  persooal,  a  direct  interest,  which 
induced  him  to  move  with  oautioo,  and  to  see 
that  his  interests  were  properlv  attended  bc^and 
he  would  not  embrace  an  j  wild  scheme.  Would 
any  man  believe  that  the  United  States  wonld 
be  benefited  by  the  Louisville  and  Portiand 
canal!  Every  gentieman  on  this  floor  believed 
it  to  be  a  useless  concern ;  it  waa  nothing  bnt 
a  cover  to  give  money  in  tlus  form  whioh  oonld 
not  be  given  directly ;  and  now  they  were  called 
on  to  subscribe  for  stock  in  the  Dismal  Swamp 
oanal,  giving  to  the  existing  stockholders  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  to  reimburse  them 
for  the  money  they  had  expended  on  a  bad  cos- 
cem.  Did  this  line  of  conduct  comport  with 
sound  policy  i  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  would  not  be  discouraged ;  pub- 
lic opinion  on  this  sul^ect  was  taking  Uie  proper 
direction,  and  in  the  end  this  assumption  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  would  be 
put  down,  or  there  would  be  a  salutary  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  to  provide  for  an 
equitable  and  fair  distribution  of  the  fimds  at 
the  Government  for  thia  pnrpose. 

[A  short  explanation  then  took  place  betweco 
Uessra  Oeamsles  and  Bbutoh,  and  then] 

Ur.  Rowan  rose  to  tell  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Vah  Bcezh,)  that  there  was 
one  gentieman  on  this  floor  who  had  been  led 
to  believe,  that  the  stock  of  the  Lonisville  and 
Portland  canal  was  profitable.  Mr.  R.  said  ha 
might  be  deceived,  but  he  would  tell  the  gentle- 
man that  scieotiflc  and  calculating  men  from 
the  east  and  the  north  had  believed  it  to  In 
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profitable,  and  bad  sent  their  monej  there  to  be 
biTeated.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
sBwrted  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was  a 
member  of  the  Senate  vho  believed  that  that 
■tock  woold  be  profltable.  lix.  B.  did  believe 
in  hia  oonaolence,  and  from  all  the  information 
he  had  been  able  to  procure,  that  it  would  be 
adTantageooa.  and  Bome  of  the  most  cantions 
men  in  America  had  ioveatod  their  monej  in  it. 
Hi.  B.  »aid  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  might  as  well  have  w^ted  till  eventti 
ahonld  Airnish  the  proot  and  not  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  stock  of  that  canal  vonld  be 
nnproS  Cable. 

Mr.  OauaxsB,  of  Va^land.  B^d  be  tbon^t 
ttda  waa  a  qneation  on  which  tne  Senate  of  the 
Tlnited  Statee  were  determined.  All  depart- 
manta  ot  the  Government  had  acted  on  it,  and 
tiie  principle  woa  settled,  that  the  Government 
had  power  to  appropriate  inonej  for  internal 
Improvement :  the  qneation  waa  alao  aettled  as 
to  the  partlcolar  mode  reoognlzed  by  this  biU. 
Hr,  O.  Bfdd  he  ahonld  beg  leave  to  aas^  that  he 
never  had,  nor  never  wonld  pnrHtie  the  policy 
which  gentlemen  intimated  had  been  pnnmed 
1)7  thoee  vho  formed  the  m^ority  on  this  qo«e- 
tioD.  He  believed,  that  in  voting  on  this  qnea- 
tion, it  was  for  theintereat  of  the  United  States; 
If  be  did  not  so  believe,  he  wonld  not  vote  for 
it.  If  ^  the  phraae,  "  important  to  the  interest 
of  the  United  States, "  the  gentleman  from  New 
Tork  allnded  to  the  annnal  revenue  the  inb- 
■oription  nonid  prodnoe,  he  might,  perhaps, 
agree  to  his  proposition  that  it  waa  not  impor- 
tant; hot,  when  they  were  told  that  this  canal 
wai  necessary  for  the  defences  of  the  conntry, 
to  aecnre  the  interesta  of  the  agrionltnriat  and 
merchant,  and  every  part  of  onr  popolation,  was 
It  to  be  said  they  were  not  to  protect  the  in- 
tereatH  of  all  these  valaable  olasaes  of  people  t 
Ur.  0.  aaid  when  individual  gentlemen  from  a 
particniar  section  of  the  conntry  were  appealed 
to  for  their  knowledge  of  facta,  more  espedally 
in  their  possesion ;  if^in  giving  the  reeolt  of  their 
observation  and  experience,  thev  ozpressed  their 
conviction  that  tbe  deeipied  ImprovemeDts 
would  not  be  prodootive  of  any  good,  the  nt- 
moet  deference  onght  to  be  paid  to  toeir  opinion ; 
and,  if  the  gentlemen  from  North  Carolina  and 
Yir^nia  wonld  rise  from  their  seats,  and  say 
Qiat  this  appropriation  was  to  aoocnttplish  an 
olijeot  which  would  not  be  advantageooa  to  the 
Interesta  of  that  particnlar  section  of  the  oonntry, 
or  to  the  United  States  at  large,  Ur.  C.  aaid  he 
wonld  give  a  different  vote  frvm  the  one  he 
had  intended  to  ^ve.  In  this  respect,  the  opin- 
ions of  the  genUemen  were  entitled  to  great 
■weight;  hot,  Mr,  0.  said,  when  they  differed 
itom  the  coarse  be  meant  to  pursue  on  abstract 
legislation,  or  constitntjonal  gronnds,  for  the  de- 
dnon  of  which  every  man  in  this  body  must 
oonnder  himself  boond  to  himself  the  opiniona 
of  those  genUemen  were  not  entitied  to  more 
weight  than  thoae  t^  any  other  individuals, 

Mr.  Yajt  Bobzn  r^pretted  he  was  not  so  for- 
toiute  aa  to  make  himself  anderstood.    It  waa 


proposed  that  the  United  BtatM  ahonld  BDbaeribs 
for  a  portion  ot  the  stook,  and  ao  {dace  betMlf 
in  the  aame  relaUtoi  aa  individual  stoeUuddenL 
Qs  objection  waa,  that  this  waa  bad  stock,  and 
a  losing  cwncem.  If  that  was  the  oaae.  and 
there  were  other  reasons  why  the  Un!t«d  States 
should  benefit  tbis  oompany,  it  ahonld  be  dcoe 
t^  votine  money  directly.  The  gentlonan  Ttwa 
Uarylana  bad  s^  there  m)gbt  be  other  adyan- 
tagee  arinnglh>m  this  canal;  it  waa  ihiikmij 
for  the  support  of  the  ft^ti,  mi  the  genera]  in- 
teresta of  the  United  Statee  would  be  prmnoted 
by  it.  Then,  Vr.  Y.  B.  said,  bis  obJeoiicMi  wooU 
apply ;  they  should  give  mon^  dkeotiy  tor  these 
porposea,  that  their  oooititDeata  mi^t  know, 
not  only  the  purpose  fbr  wbioh  It  was  to  bo  n»> 
plied,  but  the  extent  alao;  and  not  00  ttie 
ronna-abont  way  of  prwnoting  the  pnUio  in- 
terest by  becoming  stookholden.    Ae  to  the 


resist,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  idea  that 
the  acts  of  this  Congrees  were  to  bind  him,  oc 
his  Qonstitnenta,  hm^afrer. 

The  qneetion  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  tiurd 
reading,  was  finally  detennined  by  ycaa  and 
nays,  aa  follows : 


Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston  of  Loi^mna,  Eii% 
Lloyd,  Uai^s,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Bowles,  Seymonr, 
Smith,  TliomaB— 21. 

NaT!!.— Hesara.  BeB,  Berrien,  (AiniSer,  Dicko- 
Bon,  Harper,  Hajnc,  Kane,  EntghV^  tttdm,  Beed^ 
Bovaii,  Banford,  TateweU,  Tan  Boteit,  Whita, 
WoodbuT— 1«. 

So  the  Mil  waa  ordered  to  a  third  reading; 
and  was  then  read  a  third  time,  TAaexo,  and  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  BepreeentatiTea, 

Tommy,  May  Id. 
Oradvatim  of  fkaPriee  ofPubKe  LmdM. 

On  motion  of  Hi.  Bsmos,  the  Senate  that 
took  up  the  bill  to  graduate  the  piioo  of  the 
public  unds. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  lb.  Bkhtoh  roae, 
and  addieaeed  the  Ohair  as  followa : 

Mr  President :  This  is  not  a  new  bill,  pre- 
sented for  the  first  time  to  the  Senate,  bot  one 
which  I  have  annually  brought  in  for  three 
BDooessivQ  sessions.  Gircumstancea  have  pn- 
vented  me  heretofore,  from  discnsoing  its  mei- 
its  before  yon;  but  the  vote  which  yon  have 
just  taken,  convinces  me  that  the  great  majority 
of  this  body  Is  willing  to  hear  m^  and  I  ehw 
endeavor  U>  acquit  mysdf  worthily  of  thw  in- 
dnlgence,  by  the  plain,  brie(  and  mmmfrn  ncnm 
manner  in  which  I  shall  treat  the  snl^jeot  It  is 
a  sabject  of  great  moment  to  this  OonfedeiatiofL 
and  worthy  the  most  anions  deUberation  <a 
this  Senate,  whether  we  coouder  the  value  of 
the  property  to  be  disposed  o^  or  the  p<ditioaI 
consequences  of  permitting  it  to  be  held  and 
wielded  by  the  Federal  Government 

The  bill  which  I  have  introdaoed,  oootwns 
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two  very  plain  and  iMaet  pdnolplM;  tbefint 
praeeDting  a  propodtioo  to  mU  off  the  beat  of 
0»  land  for  piiMs  adapted  to  ita  Taloe ;  and 
Uio  MWNul  ooBtcoq^atiiig  a  plan  for  the  RiatB- 
tton  donatiOD  <^  the  remaindtf.  I  think,  Ur. 
President  that  tbeM  priodfto^  under  aiHne 
modification,  onght  to  be  adtqrted ;  and  I  flatter 
mndf  that  1  can  demonstrate  the  proprietjr  of 
adopting  them,  vbether  the  lands  are  to  be  oon- 
ndved  aa  a  tonree  of  renniie,  or  aa  a  meana  of 
iDoreadDgthe  weelUi  and  population  of  the 
«onntr7'.  The  first  wonld  be  uie  view  of  a  mere 
finanider,  the  leoond  would  be  that  of  a  atatee- 
man ;  and,  as  I  mean  to  anpport  nnr  Utl  in  both 
ohareotos,  I  ahall  proceed  to  oonafder  it,  in  the 
first  place,  aa  a  mere  rerenae  meesnre. 

I  then  lay  down  the  proporititni  fidrly  and 
holdlj,  that,  as  a  mere  aofaeme  for  raring  mtmef 
out  of  the  pnbllo  lands,  the  first  prinoipTe  of  my 
bill  onj^t  to  be  adopted;  Bnd,inprooeedlng  to 
maintain  that  proposition,  I  ahall  go  bach  to  the 
aeqnirition  of  uieae  lands  by  Uie  Federal  Oor- 
eminent,  show  the  object  lor  which  they  were 
aoqpired,  and  shall  examine  the  manner  in 
wUdi  that  Direct  baa  been  panned  or  neglect- 
ed. 

Tba  pnblio  lands  were  aoqnlred  ftom  two 
flonrcea :  the  oeariona  of  partionlar  Statea,  and 
jinrohases  ftam  France  and  Bpaln.  The  qoan- 
tity  thos  acquired,  and  now  lying  within  the 
Umlta  of  St^es  end  Territories,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  240  minions  of  nerea.  The  ceadons 
from  the  States  were  made  fbr  the  deolared  ob- 
ject of  paying  off  the  debt  of  the  revolotiOD,  and 
with  a  stipulation  to  erect  the  ceded  tomtorr 
Into  sorer^KH  States,  with  all  the  right*  and 
powers  which  belonged  to  the  ori^nal  members 
of  the  Oonfbderadon :  and  the  parchaaes  itom 
I^aoce  and  Sp$ia  were  made  nnder  the  atipn- 
latton,  aecmed  by  the  Uth  of  treaties^  ot  ereot- 
fng  tlw  pnrobosed  territoir  into  Hke  sorerMgn, 
eqnal  and  indepeaident  Statesi  In  both  oases 
the  Federal  GuTemment  was  nothing  bat  a 
trustee,  and  bonud  by  compacts  and  trejatfn  to 
di^mse  of  the  lands  acooroing  to  tbo  tarma  of 
tlie  trust.  The  cessions  by  the  States  were 
made  at  the  dose  of  the  BerolnliMiary  war ; 
the  porohase  from  France,  about  a  onartor  of  a 
oentory  ago;  and  that  from  fttain,  tn  the  year 
1810. 

The  first  acta  of  toe  Congress  of  the  Oonfod- 
ta»tion,  with  respect  to  these  lands,  were  Uth- 
fhlly  directed  to  the  object  for  which  th^  were 
intended.  The  ordinance  of  '80  fixed  ib.aii 
price  at  one  dollar  per  acre  in  certificates  of 
.  the  pnblio  debt ;  directed  them  to  be  dinded, 
aa  bat  as  anrreyed,  into  thirteen  portions,  ao- 
oording  to  the  qnotae  of  the  States  in  tiie  last 
requlaitionB ;  dtatribnl«d  by  lot  among  the  dif- 
ferent States,  and  offered  for  sale  at  the  ooort- 
honse  of  every  connty.  This  ordinance  was  a 
fUthfnl  exposition  of  the  views  of  the  States, 
In  making  the  ceirions,  and  a  fair  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  obligation  inoorred  by  the  Federal 
Govemment  in  accepting  them.  The  mode  of 
■elling  the  lands  was  auo  eminently  just  and 


wise;  hot  the  intention  of  the  ordmanoe  was 
deflB^ed  by  the  monopoly  wbiob  had  been 
effiected  (tf  the  certificates  of  the  pablio  debt. 
These  oertiflcates  were  no  lonoer  in  the  handa 
of  the  soldiers  who  bad  fonght  the  b^tles  ol 
the  ooon^,  or  of  the  brmen  who  had  fur- 
nished support  to  the  armies.  They  were  in 
the  hands  of  apeoDlatora,  who  had  purchased 
them  np  at  an  STOrage  of  two  shillings  and  m^ 
pence  m  tbe  pound,  and  wished  to  convert 
them  into  a  pnblio  debt,  at  twenty  shillings  in 
the  poond,  drawing  an  annnal  interest  of  rix 
per  cent.  These  speoolstors  readed  ohiefly  lit 
the  great  cities,  and  Oongreasj  finding  that  b» 
sales  could  be  effected  at  the  oonn^  oonrtr 
honses,  directed  them,  bv  a  snbseqnent  ordi- 
nsnce,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
and  Boston ;  bnt  without  better  SDOoeee  than 
before.  The  speculators  wonld  not  taike  tike 
landa,  bnt  relied  np<»i  their  interest  in  Orab' 
greea,  in  aooompliahlng  their  fancite  otijeot  of 
^dmg  their  certificat«8  at  eight  times  as  mnok 
sa  they  had  given  for  them.  Xhns  passed  off 
the  time  from  '86  to  'B9 ;  Congress  endeavrav 
ing  to  pay  the  pnblio  debt  with,  the  pnblic  land, 
and  the  holders  of  toe  debt  es^eavoring  to 
have  it  ftmded.  The  Federal  Qovernmenti  mv 
der  the  new  oonstitntlon,  went  into  opwatlMi 
in  the  midst  of  the  stni^e^  and  the  Exeootlve 
Oovemment  bithAilly  pnrsned  the  plan  of  the 
Congress  of  the  Confederation.  The  first  and 
second  messages  of  President  Washington  were 
directed  to  tEjs  object,  and  he  etrongly  teeom.' 
mended  a  sale  of  ue  lauds  to  pay  off  the  j>rj»- 
eipol  of  the  debt 

ikiDbtlesB  it  will  be  agreeable  to  the  Senate 
to  hear  the  worda  of  thU  ^reat  man,  and  as  I 
wish  to  avail  myself  of  his  anthority  in  Q» 
support  of  my  bill,  I  will  here  read  the  pi^ 
sages  to  wbioh  I  have  referred. 
Mtuagt  of  1T80. 

*'  AHow  me,  moreover,  to  hope  that  It  win  be  a 
/avoriit  pdioy  with  jou,  not  merelvto  secnre  a 
psjment  of  the  inlirwf  wT  tbe  debt  funded,  bnt  as 
far  and  as  iaat  aa  tbe  growing  Kiourcei  of  tbe 
country  will  pennit,  to  exonerate  it  of  the  prtneipal 
itseUl  nie  appropriations  yon  have  naae  of  the 
Western  landL  eiplwQ  year  diipcaitiona  on  tl^ 
■otject ;  and,  I  am  pemmded,  that  the  «wii«r  that 
valuaUe  Amd  can  l>e  made  to  condllnrte,  along  with 
other  meana,  to  the  aotasl  ndmHom  ot  the  poble 
debt,  the  more  salntaiy  will  be  the  msaam«  to  every 
pablio  interest,  aa  well  aa  the  more  satisbotwy  to 


the  United  States  is  particularly  urged,  uuong  other 
reasons,  b;  the  important  coDildemtions  tbat  they 
tie  pledged  as  a  fund  for  relmbundng  tha  pubUo 
debt ;  that,  If  fvTwty  and  fwfieioui/y  applied,  they 
may  save  the  ueceBStty  of  burdening  onr  ciUtena 
with  new  taxes  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  priit- 
dpal;  and  that,  being  free  to  discharge  the  prloel- 
pal,  but  In  a  tunited  proportion,  no  owortunity 
on^t  to  be  lost  for  avaiUng  Uie  pahua  ef  ili 
right."  I 
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Tbeae  two  ertracta  show  the  poUcj  of  Wash- 
Ington.  hu  policj  to  redaoe  toe  fiiiteipal  of 
the  deol,  ftud  to  make  Qm  public  lands  snbwr- 
vient  to  that  oly«ot,  bj  "  tinttfy  "  and  "jvH- 

The  report  of  General  Hamiltoii,  hb  Beoreta- 
ry  of  tlie  Treaanry,  made  at  tLe  aaiue  time,  maj 
be  Donaidered  as  an  amplification  of  tbe  mea- 
•age,  and  the  correct  expositor  of  Frendent 
VaEliiDKton'B  ides  of  twwfe  and  jtuUebnu 
wtiee.  This  report  recommends  tlie  immediate 
■ale  of  Uie  lands,  at  their  then  Talne,  and  flzee 
that  yaloe  at  an  average  of  twent;  oenta  per 
acre.  The  fbllowing  extract  oosTeys  bis  senti- 
manti  in  his  own  word* : 

Stport  qf  im. 

After  reciting  that  the  public  creditors  are 
cdbred  one-thtrd  of  their  debt  in  land,  at 
twenty  oenta  per  acre,  and  an  intereot  of  i6i 
per  cenL  on  the  remaining  two-tiiirda  nntil 
paid,  the  report  proceeds : 

"  Tbe  creditor  It  olTercd  ttie  tdvtnUge  of  mak- 
log  bis  intcreat  principal,  and  he  ii  uked  to  heBi- 
tata  to  the  QoTemnient  an  effectual  fADiisioti  for 
his  demands,  bj  accepting  a  ttdrd  of  them  in  laiid 
at  a  Attr  vuliiaiion. 

"  'llie  general  price  at  which  tbe  Wettem  lands 
hare  been  heretofore  sold,  hw  been  a  doUar  par 
acre,  la  pabUc  securitiea ;  bat,  at  the  lime  the  prin- 
cipal porcbasea  were  made,  these  securides  were 
worth,  in  the  market,  less  than  three  shillings  in 
the  pound.  The  nomintd  price,  therefore,  would 
not  be  the  propec  standard,  under  present  ciroum- 
atanoee ;  nor  would  tha  precise  specie  value  then 
^ven  be  a  juit  rule ;  because,  as  the  pajments 
were  to  be  made  bf  Inilklnienta,  and  the  securities 
were,  at  the  timea  of  the  purchases,  eitramelj  low, 
the  probability  of  a  moderate  rise  muit  be  pre- 
Bomed  to  have  been  takea  into  tbe  account. 
Tbmtjr  wntt,  tAen/on,  wmu  to  b*ar  mt  tq^tabli 
proportion  to  the  two  contdderations  of  value  at 
the  time,  and  likelihood  of  Increase." 

Here,  then,  is  the  plan  of  Washington  and 
Hsmilton,  a  plan  which  contains  the  true  prin- 
ciple of  action  for  every  debtor,  whether  a  na- 
lioi,  or  an  individoal.  They  proposed  to  pay 
tlie  prmeipal,  instead  of  piddling  at  the  an- 
nnal  interest,  of  the  debt,  and  to  £ell  the  land 
at  once,  for  what  it  was  worth,  instead  of  hold- 
ing it  np  for  a  ftitoro  and  indefinite  rise.  Bot 
tbe  plu  of  theae  great  men  did  not  sncoeed. 
n  met  a  vehement  opposition,  both  in  tod  ont 
of  Oongreag.  The  specolators  in  oertifloatM, 
and  the  poUtical  enemies  of  Otneral  Hamilton, 
combined  to  attack  it.  Ther  repreaented  it  as 
a  prodigal  waste  of  the  poblio  lands,  to  sell 
lliem  at  an  sversgo  of  twenty  cents  an  acre, 
when,  by  holding  them  a  few  years,  they  wonld 
rise  to  a  great  price.  They  urged  the  advan- 
tage of  {wying  the  annual  interest  of  the  debt, 
nntil  thu  great  rise  shoold  take  place.  They 
Bet  Dp  lona  and  piteoos  Ismeutatjoos  in  favor 
of  the  poor,  whom  they  represented  aa  dea- 
tinad  to  remain  forever  the  tenants  and  vasssls 
of  Uie  .speonlatora  who  woold  toonopolixe  the 
lands  at  such  low  ratea.     They  exdted  the 
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Jealonsy  of  the  tAA.  States,  by  i^iowii^  tbeca 
th^  population  drawn  off  to  tike  West ;  aai 
they  B&oted  great  ooDoem  for  the  b^nry  irlodi 
woold  be  done  former  pnrohasera  woo  had 
given  one  dollar  per  acre.  In  short,  they  pro- 
Tailed.  The  mass  of  the  people  were  deociTed 
and  imposed  npon,  and  a  powerftil  party  in 
Oongresa,  in  favor  of  oonverting  two  and  sx- 
penee  in  Uie  ponnd,  into  anational  debt  at  tven^ 
shilling*  in  tba  poond,  obtained  the  coniriete 
ascendency  over  tlie  policy  of  WashingtiMi  and 
Handlfaw.  That  party  prevailed.  They  pro- 
vented  the  ede  en  ths  und,  according  to  tlM 
reoommend^on  of  tbeae  great  men.  Tb^ 
procnred  twen^-fivs  millions  of  their  certi&- 
cates — certificates  whldi  had  been  mA  for  a 
song  from  the  people— to  be  convoted  into  na- 
tional debt,  at  twenty  ahilUnga  in  the  poond, 
and  mx  per  cent  interest.  EaviDg  done  tbi% 
their  next  ol^ect  waa,  to  make  llie  debt  pw- 
petnal,  by  limiting  tlie  sales  of  lands  to  as  much 
ss  wonld  pay  the  annual  intereet.  To  acoom- 
plish  this  purpose,  the  price  of  land  was  raiaed 
to  two  dtdlara  per  acre,  in  gdd  and  silver  \  tbo 
law  whioh  permitted  evidences  of  the  debt  to 
be  taken  in  payment  of  land,  was  repealed  al- 
together: the  net  prooeeds  of  tbe  lands  vera 
pledged,  by  tbemaelvea,  to  tbemselvea ;  and  tba 
peo^e  were  unblnsbin^  told,  that  a  national 
debt  waa  a  national  blearing,  neoanse  it  woold 
create  a  powerfnl  mtmeyed  iutM^eet,  to  support 
the  Government 

Bnoh  sre  the  &ots,  Ur.  Prerident,  relatiTe  to 
the  ori^  of  the  present  system  of  selling 
pnblio  lands.  Sncb  were  the  aotora,  snch  th«r 
motives,  and  snob  their  merits,  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  system.  Having  ^splayed 
these,  let  ns  next  look  to  the  fhdts  of  the  sys- 
tem— let  us  see  what  tbe  people  of  these  States 


lands.  I  hold  those  fniits  in  my  hand  (shot 
ing  a  pqrer),  and  I  wUl  present  them  to  the 
Benate. 

One  htmdred  and  thiiiy-rix  miUiMia  of 
dollars  paid,  in  interest  1  Twoity-dz  mil- 
lions  recwved  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  I 
The  debt  increased  instead  of  dimuusbed :  for 
it  was  seventy-six  millions  at  the  end  of  tiie 
RcTolntion,  and  it  is  eighty  millions  now  I 
And  tbe  lands  which  were  to  rise  in  ten  years 
to  four  and  ei(^t  dollare  an  acre,  are  remuning 
nnsold  at  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents !  Bnt 
even  the  amount  of  intereet  ptud,  or  the  great- 
er part  of  it,  bad  to  be  collected  from  other 
sooroea.  Look  to  the  table.  In  no  one  year 
was  more  than  half  enough  reoeired  from  the 
sales  of  land  to  meet  the  interest  of  that  year ; 
seldom  more  than  one-fourlh;  at  present  not 
one-fifth ;  and  the  amonnt  aunnaUy  decreet- 
ing ;  and  stiti  we  have  advocates  for  the  oaor 
tinoatioa  of  this  rainous  policy ;  men  who  look 
forward  to  the  rise,  and  want  as  to  coutinoc,  I 
preeome,  for  another  half  century,  the  experi- 
m«it  of  a  system  under  which  we  have  already 
paid  the  amount  of  the  principal  twice  otM",  in 
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annnAl  interest,  without  diminiBhing  the  prin- 
oipal  one  dollar ;  under  which  we  see  the  best 
of  the  lands  dribbled  and  piddled  bwbj  with- 
out aooomplishing  the  otfjeot  for  whi^  thej 
were  ceded  to  the  Federal  Qovernment,  or  be- 
ing felt  araong  the  resources  of  the  nauon.  I 
tr^t,  Ur.  Fre^dent,  that  we  shall  not  be  guilty 
of  this  improvidence ;  I  tmst,  that  after  fifty 
years'  experience,  and  the  loss  of  one  hundred 
and  thirtf-siz  millions  of  dollars,  ve  are 
.  brooght  to  a  condition  to  listen  to  the  vener- 
ated vcaoa  of  Washington,  and  to  go  to  work 
in  earnest  at  selling  off  the  land  for  what  it  is 
now  worth,  and  paying  off  the  principal  of  the 
pnblio  debt  instead  of  wasting  that  great  fond 
ui  the  payment  of  annoal  interest.  It  is,  in- 
deed, a  gi'eat  ftind,  and  capable,  under  a  Jndi- 
^ooB  administrationj  in  coi^nnotian  with  the 
inking  fnnd,  of  extinguishing  the  pnhlio  debt 
in  eight  years.  I  say  eight  years  1  and  prove 
it  like  a  proposition  in  ntathematica.  Onr  debt 
is  eighty  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  sinking 
fond  is  ten  millions.  Now  it  is  Just  as  pl^  as 
that  two  and  two  makes  fbnr.  that  the  sinking 
Amd  ahoold  extinguish  the  deot  in  eight  years, 
if  its  whole  antonnt  could  be  applied  to  the 
principal ;  hut  abont  one-half  is  absorbed  in 
the  payment  of  interest.  Let  the  interest, 
then,  lie  rdsed  from  the  lands,  while  the  daties 
on  imports  furnish  ten  millions  for  the  sinking 
fond.  The  lands  apiount  to  two  hundred  and 
forty  millions  of  acres,  and  if  so  disposed  of  as 
to  raise  the  interest  of  the  debt  for  eight  years, 
the  sinking  fnnd  would  extingaish  the  princi- 
pal in  that  time.  The  amount  to  be  raised, 
Buppodng  ten  millions  of  the  principal  to  be 
snnuslly  extdngalshed,  wonld  not  ezoeed  twen- 
ty millions,  and  surely  the  sales  coold  be  so 
managed,  as  to  ruse  that  sum  in  that  number 
of  years.  Here,  then,  is  a  paradox  I  m^n- 
tain  that  it  is  better  economy  to  sell  the  lands, 
or  the  best  of  them,  in  eight  years,  for  twenty 
millions^  than  to  sell  them  in  th«*progres8  of 
ages  and  centuries  for  three  hundred  millions. 
Chie  would  enable  na  to  get  rid  of  the  debt ; 
ibd  other  would  not.  The  lands  were  ceded  to 
the  Federal  GrOTemment  to  pay  the  debt.  In 
fifty  years  they  have  paid  no  part  of  it,  not 
even  the  one-fifth  part  of  the  interest.    In  fifty 

Crs  to  oome  they  can  do  no  better  if  admin- 
red  in  the  same  war;  but  in  eight  years 
they  will  exUngnish  a  aebt  of  eighty  mlUions 
if,  the  present  rainons  system  is  abandoned,  and 
A  new  and  jndicions  one  adopted. 

I  propose,  then,  to  accelerate  the  Belea,and 
to  ruse  twenty  millions  in  eight  years.  How 
ie  this  to  be  done  I  By  letting  the  land  go  for 
Trhat  it  is  worth — hy  selling  for  the  present 
value — inst«ad  of  waiting  for  a  future,  distant, 
and  tmcertain  rise.  There  are  several  ways  to 
accomplish  this  object.  One  of  these  would  be 
to  abolish  the  minimum  price,  and  sell  all  the 
lands  off-hand  for  what  th^  wonld  bring. 
This  mode  is  not  recommended  for  reasons  too 
obriooB  to  need  enumeration.  Another  wonld 
*  be,  to  class  and  appraise  the  lands,  reaerving 


the  two  first  classes  for  sale,  and  aorrenderinff 
the  third  to  the  States.  The  third  mode  would 
consist  in  letting  the  lands  class  themselves,  as 


would  be  subject  to  gratnitons  donation.  Its 
operation  would  be  to  qmcken  the  sales,  to  in- 
fuse new  life  and  animation  into  them,  and  to 
sell  more  in  five  years  than  would  be  sold,  un- 
der the  present  system,  in  as  many  ages.  A 
district  would  be  sold  ont  in  five  year*.  Each 
tract  would  find  a  bidder,  as  it  fell  &om  one 

K'oe  to  another,  ontU  it  got  to  its  true  valae. 
e  fear  of  lodng  it  hy  the  porchose  of  an- 
other person,  and  the  idea  of  being  given  away 
as  a  donation,  would  compel  those  who  wanted 
a  tneA,  to  boy  it  as  soon  as  it  got  to  its  real 
vslue.  At  present,  people  do  not  purchase  the 
seooud  and  third-rate  lands,  becanse  it  is  aV 
snrd  and  contradictory  to  give  the  same  for 
that  kind  as  for  the  first  rate. 

No  man  will  give  one  dollar  twenty-five 
cents  for  a  quarter  section  that  has  but  one- 
half,  one-qoarter,  or  one-tenth  port  of  it  fit  for 
onltivation ;  or  which  is  only  desirable  for  the 
timber  npon  It,  or  for  a  spring,  or  a  qnarry,  or 
a  place  for  building,  or  which  might  be  want«d 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  keeping  off  too  close  a 
neighbor.  People  will  not  buy  such  inferior 
tracts  at  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents ;  for  that 
would  bring  the  litUe  good  land  which  it  con- 
tains, to  eight  or  ten  dollars  an  acre.  They 
will  not  buy,  becanse  they  know  that  nobody 
else  will,  and  that  they  can  buy  it  ten  or  twen- 
ty years  hence,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  have  the 
use  of  it  without  pacing  taxes.  I  say,  have 
the  nse  of  it ;  and  this  refers  to  the  timber  ft 
may  bear :  for  it  is  notorious  that  the  public 
timber  is  used  as  common  property,  and  that 
no  blame  or  censure  attaches  to  the  practice. 
Statutory  enactments  are  unavailing  when  un- 
supported by  the  moral  sense  of  the  communi- 
ty for  which  they  ore  intended.  The  Federal 
QoTemment  has  its  statutes  upon  this  subject ; 
bnt  they  are  no  protection  to  the  land~-they 
are  nothing  but  mstrumeuts  of  revenge  in  the 
hands  of  neighbors,  who  fall  out  and  quarrel 
with  one  another,  and  oommenoe  the  "un- 
profitable contest  of  trying  which  can  do  the 
"  I  must  harm,"  But,  in  gen 
to  inform,  or  to  bear  witness, 
neighborhoods  are  in  the  same  predicament. 
By  common  consent  they  go  and  toke  timber 
fW>m  the  public  land,  and  let  their  own  stand 
for  a  future  occasion.  In  the  level  countries 
they  often  go  five  miles ;  and  on  the  banks  ef 
the  great  rivers,  immense  numbers  make  a  reg- 
ular business  of  cutting  large  rafts,  and  floating 
them  off  to  market,  even  to  New  Orleans,  at  a 
distance  of  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  miles. 
Thus,  those  who  please  have  the  benefit  of  the 
land,  without  the  payment  of  tax  or  purchase- 
mi)ney.  Thus  the  indnoement  to  purchase  is 
destroyed.    Thus  b  occonuted  for  the  notori- 
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oos  fact^  thti  tlie  Bales  are  declining ;  that  we 
ar«  receiving  leaa  and  leas  eveiy  year,  and  that ; 
tlie  RegUters  aud  Receivers,  in  most  of  the  dis- 
tricti,  do  not  receive  as  much  for  their  commia- 
dona  OS  would  oompenaate  them  for  the  low  of 
their  time;  and  jet  the  aystem  costs  the  Gov- 
entment  □pwardii  of  8S)  per  cent  on  the 
amoont  collected.  The  salaiiea,  oommissions, 
sorvejB,  conCingenciea,  &c^  are  upwards  of 
$800,000  per  annnm;  the  receipt*  into  tiie 
TreasQij  are  only  abont  nine  hundred  thon- 
aand;  and  thtui  is  presented  the  anomalous 
faol^  that,  in  the  operation  of  the  most  enor- 
mottsly  expensive  BjBtem  of  revenne  that  ever 
was  heard  ot,  the  principal  ofScers  who  admin- 
ister it  cannot  live  npon  their  compensation. 
Look  to  the  document  which  has  been  laid 
npon  vonr  tahlea.    Bee  Begistors  aid  Beoei^ 


very  few  exceeding  twioe  or  ibrioe  Out 
Iioo^  also,  to  the  table  of  lands  sold,  and  re- 
m^nmg  unsold,  in  the  different  Btatea  and  Ter- 
ritories, and  see  how  slowly  the  Bystem  pro- 
ceeds. Take,  as  an  example,  the  oldest  and 
most  popnlons  diatricta  of  the  oldest  and  rich- 
est of  tlie  new  States,  and  see  how  little  haa 
been  done  towards  completing  the  seles, 

Thns  fbr,  Ur.  Preudeat,  f  have  considered 
the  bill  before  you  in  a  mere  financial  point  of 
view.  I  have  dlsonsaed  it  as  a  revesne  meas- 
ure, and,  nnder  that  aspect,  which  is  not  the 
most  favorable  which  it  wears,  I  have  demon- 
strated the  advantage  of  adopting  its  principles. 
Bat  I  should  be  fuse  to  myself  and  to  the 
place  in  which  I  stand — I  slionld  be  false  to  the 
character  of  Benator,  with  which  I  am  dothed, 
and  which  should  inolnde  the  character  of 
statesman — if  I  shonld  suffer  the  bill  to  go  off 
under  this  linuted  and  contracted  point  of 
view.  Far  from  it  A  wider  horizon  opens 
before  me.  Consequences  far  saperior  to  the 
aoonmulation  of  doUars  in  the  Treasury ;  con- 
sequences even  snperior  to  the  honor  and  ad- 
vantage of  paying  off  the  poblio  debt,  oresent 
themselves  to  my  vision.  I  see.  In  iLe  adoption 
of  this  great  measure,  consequences  which  con- 
nect themselves  with  the  durability  and  pros- 
perity of  this  Republic — the  number  of  tenants 
diminished  ^  the  dosa  of  freeholders  increased; 
the  mnltiplicatioii  of  that  class  of  population 
which  is  to  pay  taxes,  bear  arms,  defend  the 
country  against  foreign  and  domestic  enraniea, 
and  to  fornish  the  future  statesmen  and  warri- 
ors of  this  Republic.  These  are  the  grand  ad- 
vantages whion  are  to  result  from  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  soil  among  the  children  of  Ibe 
country :  and,  happily,  I  speak  to  tiioae  who 
understand  and  anticipate  me,  I  speak  to 
statesmen,  and  not  to  oompting  clerks ;  to  Sen- 
ators, and  not  to  QuixttcTi  of  provinces ;  to  an 
assembly  of  legislators,  and  not  to  a  keeper  of 
the  Eins's  forests.  I  speak  to  Senators  who 
know  this  to  be  a  Bepublio,  not  a  Monardiy ; 
who  know  that  the  public  lands  belong  to  the 
people,  and  not  to  the  Tederal  Ooveniment; 
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who  know  that  the  lands  are  to  be  "  di^Mnad 
of"  for  the  oommon  good  of  all,  and  not  ktpt 
for  the  serviee  of  a  few ;  and  knowiag  Ihti  I 
speak  to  sneli  enlightened  men,  I  feel  mj  itba 
abridged,  and  my  Usk  anticipated.  TbeAsw- 
ican  Senate  is  not  Uie  place  tt«  the  iUoMntioa 
of  tmisma.  Benatwa  who  have  paaead  (hat 
lives  in  the  adminis^ation  <tf  the  pnbha  ifitat 
whose  minds  are  traliied  to  the  iDdacticn  tf 
trnth,  need  no  elaborate  diecnssicg)  of  gmt 
prindples.  It  ia  anfficient  to  state  tbsm,  iti 
the  practical  otmaeqnenoea  are  fi»11ivitli  en» 
prebended. 

I  state  a  propodtion,  Qim,  of  reednd  ml 
universal  truth,  when  1  aej  that  tbs  po«r«( 
a  Republic  is  in  its  p<q>nl^»>ni  diatthsbMi 
of  population  is  agrionltare ;  aod  tlwtlhei^ 
cnltore  which  combines  wetd^  and  pt^oIstMa, 
is  that  of  the  freeholder.  QnotatiMis  in  i^ 
port  of  a  tmth  so  pl^  woold  be  oot  ef  plM 
in  the  Senate ;  but  there  ia  uie  whi<di  I  utW 
myself  they  would  be  willing  to  hear,  <a»  to 
which  it  wodd  listen  with  pleaaore,  wheUief  tt 
be  for  the  justiiesa  of  the  sentiments,  the  «■' 
plidty  and  beanty  of  the  langos^  w  fiu  tk 
eminent  aothority  trota  which  it  ooiMa  I 
^eakof  General  Hamilton's  report  in  &twii 
mannfhctnres,  and  in  the  front  of  wliich  » 
plaoes  the  following  jnat  and  noble  eMomim 
upon  the  agrionltora]  interest :  , 

"It  ought  readny  to  be  oencedsd,  th»ttk<»l* 
ratlOD  of  the  earth,  aa  the  primary  and  WJ^ 
tain  •ooree  of  national  iaKil;r^-ai  th«  btatSM 
and  chief  sonrce  of  anbdrtenoe  to  m»-** 
principal  sonrce  of  thoaa  materialt  ^taot  «* 
tute  the  nutriment  of  other  kinds  of  l»l«"-^  "[ 
eluding  a  >Ute  most  fivorabla  to  the  f'*"^^" 
independence  of  the  human  nuiid — one,  pe™44 
most  conduciye  to  the  mnlUpIic*tian  of  the  li«« 
species — bu,  itUrintieail^,  a  atioBf  clalo  W  '"' 
itHMEacs  over  every  other  kind  of  industrj' 

Tenantry  is  nn&vorable  to  freedonL  ^^ 
the  foundation  for  separata  orders  in  w*^ 
annihilates  the  love  of  country,  and  weu** 
the  ^irit  of  independence.  ThetenflBth«a 
fact,  no  oonntry,  no  hearth,  no  doacrtio  iii*i 
no  honsehold  god.  The  freeholder,  on  tiw  ««■ 
trary,  is  the  natural  supporter  of  a  &«  w^ 
emment,  and  it  ahould  be  the  poUoy  w  ^ 
lies  to  multiply  their  freeholders,  as  it  u  "" 
poUoy  of  monarchies  to  mnltiply  teauif-  " 
are  a  republio,  and  we  wish  to  oontuiM  w- 
then  multiply  the  class  of  freeholds;  ]>•*"■ 
publio  lands  cheaply  and  easUy  into  »•  ,»^ 
of  the  people ;  sell  for  a  reascmable  ^^ 
those  wlio  are  able  to  pay ;  and  ^ve,  in»» 
price,  to  those  who  are  not  I  W  f '^  ^ 
out  price,  to  those  who  are  not  aue »  J% 
and  that  which  is  so  pven,  I  consider  «"" 
for  the  bast  of  prices ;  for  a  price  •»^  «3 
and  diver;  a  price  which  cannot  fie  e^ 
away  by  delinquent  officers,  nor  lost  »  "Til 
banks,  nor  stolen  by  thieves,  nor  «<u»to« 
by  an  improvident  and  eitravsesot  *i™™*j' 
tion.    It  brings  a  price  above  mbwfr-*'*" 
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TirtiuHis  and  Indqwndent  Oncers,  the  true 
tsmporterB  of  their  ooimtrf,  and  the  ttook  from 
wnich  its  best  defenden  most  be  drawn. 
«  What  ootutitntM  a  State! 

Not  higb  nua'd  battteoeuti,  noi  labomd  uonnd, 

Thick  will,  or  moated  gate 

Not  eltiea  proud,  witb  apiiei.  ..   _ 

Nor  etarr'd  and  apangled  oonrta, 

Where  low-born  biaeoeH  wafta  peimme  lO  imoe 

Bnt  HEN  1  bigb-mioded  men, 

Wbo  their  dvtUt  Ipiow,  bnt  know  tfaelr  Bians, 

And,  knowing^  dore  r^ft^ntifn  thenu** 

Whet  nude  thme  Sates?  Wb&t  etiutttaU* 
tJietT  power!  What  bronoht  them  to  their 
present  hn^t  of  power  and  freedom  t  What 
made  tA^m,  aa  the^  now  are,  the  pride  and  ad- 
miration of  the  Qniverae,  and  the  sole  depoai- 
torj  of  human  libertf  t    What  prodnoed  Uiese 


(dieap  and  readj  distribntjon  of  the  .  .  . 
the  people,  bj  the  oombined  action  (rf 
and  donatioDH ;  lalea  npon  eai^  terms  to  those 
vho  are  able  to  par,  and  gratnitotu  pfta  to 
tttooe  wbo  are  not  Tbeae  Atlantic  States  were 
donations  from  the  British  crown;  and  the 
great  propriet«ra  distribated  ont  their  poeses- 
doBS  with  a  &ee  and  Keneroos  hand,  A  few 
riiillings  for  a  hmidred  aorea.  a  nominal  qait 
rent,  and  giita  of  a  hnndred,  five  hundred,  and 
ft  tbonsand  aorea,  toaotnal  sattlen:  moh  were 
tlie  terma  on  whioh  they  dealt  ont  the  soil 
which  is  now  covered  bj  a  nation  of  tretBaea. 
ProTinoes,  which  now  form  sowrign  States, 
•were  sold  from  hand  to  hand,  for  a  leas  snm 
than  the  Federal  Government  noT  demande 
fbr  an  area  of  two  miles  sqnare.  I  oonld  name 
{nstances.  I  coold  name  the  State  of  Maine ; 
a  name,  for  more  reosona  than  one,  bmilisr 
and  agreeable  to  Hissonri ;  and  whioh  was  sold 
hj  Sir  Ferdinando  Qorges  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  Uaaaaohnsetta  Baj,  fbr  twelve  hnndred 
pounds,  prorinoial  money.  And  well  it  was 
)br  Maine  that  she  was  so  sold ;  well  it  was  for 
her  that  the  modem  polioj  of  waitiiig  for  the 
rise,  and  «tJ<Miig  at  a  mtnimum  at  %1  36,  was 
not  thai  inVogne;  or  else  U^ne  would  have 
been  a  deeert  now.  Instead  of  a  iramerona,  in- 
tolligeot,  and  Tirtoons  popnlatitni.  we  dionld 
have  bad  trees  and  wild  beasts,    my 


rreq>eota- 
ble  friend,  the  Senator  from  that  State,  (Oen. 
Ohaxdleb,)  would  not  have  been  here  to  watch 
ao  steadily  Om  interest  of  the  pabli&  and  to 
oppoae  the  btlts  widdh  I  bring  in  fii>r  the  relief 
at  the  land  daimanta.  And  I  mention  this  t« 
bare  an  opportonity  to  do  Jnstdoe  to  the  integ- 
rity of  bis  heart  and  to  the  soundness  of  Ms 
anderstandin^-Hjoalitiea  in  whioh  he  is  ex- 
celled by  no  Benator — and  to  ezprees  my  belief 
that  we  will  come  together  nptn  the  final  pas- 

Xof  this  bill :  for  the  cardinal  pdnta  iiMnr 
y  are  the  aame— economy  in  the  pohlio 
cxpenditnrea,  and  the  prompt  eztinotion  of  the 
pnnHo  debt  I  say,  w^  it  was  for  M^e  that 
aha  waa  mM  for  ute  federal  prioe  of  fonr  seo- 


tiona  of  Alabama  pine,  Lomsiana  ewsmp,  or 
Miseoori  prairie.  Well  it  was  for  every  State 
in  this  Union,  that  their  soil  waa  sold  for  a 
aong,  or  given  as  a  gift  to  whomsoever  wonld 
take  it.  Happy  for  them,  and  for  the  liberty 
of  the  hmnan  raoe,  that  the  kings  of  England 
and  the  "  Lords  Proprietors,"  did  not  conceive 
the  Inminotts  idea  of  waiting  for  the  rise,  and 
sticking  to  a  minimwtt  of  tl  25  per  acret 
Happy  fw  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio^ 
that  th^  were  settlcid  nnder  Stattg,  and  not 
nnder  Uie  Federal  Government.  To  this  hap- 
py exemption  they  owe  their  present  greatnesa 
and  prosperity.  When  they  were  settled,  the 
State  laws  preruled  in  the  aoqni^ti<»  of  Iw^ds.; 
aitd  donations,  pre-emptions,  and  settiement 
rights,  and  sales  at  two  oents  the  acre,  were 
the  order  of  the  day.  I  iuolnde  Ohio,  and  I  do 
it  wiUi  a  knowledge  of  what  I  say ;  fbr  tan 
milHons  of  hn*  soil,  that  whioh  now  con8titat«a 
her  chief  wealth  and  strength,  were  settled 
npon  the  liberal  imndplea  which  I  mention, 
lite  Federal  ajetiia  tuly  fell  npon  fifteen  mil- 
licns  of  her  soil ;  and,  of  that  quantity,  the 
one-half  now  liee  waste  and  useless,  payuuc  no 
tax  to  the  State,  yielding  nothing  to  agncnt 
tnre,  desert  spots  in  the  midst  of  a  smiling  gar- 
dan,  "  w^tang  for  the  rise,"  and  exhibiting,  in 
high  and  bold  relief  the  miserable  folly  of  pr&- 
scribing  an  arbitrary  miuimum  npon  that  arti- 
cle whioh  is  the  gift  of  God  to  man,  and  whioh 
no  parental  Qovemment  has  ever  attempted  to 
convert  into  a  souroe  of  revenue  and  an  article 
of  merohandlse. 

But  it  is  not  to  the  wealth  and  population  of 
the  States  alone^  that  the  fatal  ^eots  of  thia 
Federal  dominion  over  th^  soil  is  extended. 
It  reaches  and  aSbota  a  still  higher  otfjeot— 
tfte  lOMreiffn  eltartKtfr  tf  the  SUUtt  thmttktt. 
The  new  States  are  not  eqoal  in  sovereign^  to 
the  M  ones.    The  pobits  of  difference  are  nn- 


onea  have  not.  The  old  States  have  t^  right 
of  taxation ;  the  new  ones  have  not.  The  <M 
States  possess  the  right  of  eminent  domain; 
the  new  ones  have  it  not  The  Fedeoul  Got- 
erament  has  no  jnrisdidaon  over  the  soil,  tim- 
ber,  gran,  and  water,  of  the  old  States ;  they 
assert  and  exendae  JurisdioticMi  over  all  those  in 
the  sew  Statee;  denoimdiig  penalties  (^  fine 
and  impriaonment  against  the  tAtieaa  of  the 
new  States  wbo  may  cat  a  aUok,  dig  a  bdo, 
tread  down  grass  imoa  the  puUlo  land,  or  boil 
the  salt  water  <rf  the  great  Federal  landlord ; 
and  her  Fedraal  oonrta  are  anthoriied  to  punish 
these  offenoea,  and  her  military  force  is  anned 
with  power  to  expel  with  the  bayonet,  whom- 
soever her  agenta  may  choose  to  consider  as  In- 
truders nptti  any  gnnrnd  that  they  may  please 
to  snppaee  bdongs  to  the  great  power  befora 
whlon  all  nrast  bend.  Thia  condition  of  inequal- 
ity I  hold  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  terms  and 
apirit  (k  the  oonstitntion ;  inconsistent  with  the 
terms  and  epizit  ot  tiie  oession  acts,  by  which 
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the  North-western  and  Sontb-westem  Territo- 
riea  were  ceded  to  the  Federal  Ooyemmeat ; 
InooDUstent  with  the  l^niiB  and  niirit  of  the 
treaties  b;  which  LoaiEiana  and  Elorida  wer« 
ceded  to  the  United  States ;  and  whoUf  inoom- 
patible  with  the  independence  of  the  States 
themsetTes.  To  remove  tUs  iDeqaoUtf,  and  all 
its  coDseqaent  evil;  to  avoid,  cqwoiaDj,  the 
conflict  of  laws,  of  jnriadictica,  tm,  p<»4i«pa, 
of  arms,  to  which  it  u  to  give  rue — immediate 
■teps  aboold  be  taken  to  sarrender  tlie  public 
lands  to  the  States  within  whioh  thej  lie.    The 


tamed  the  minds  of  eminent  stateemen  in  that 
direotion,  and  I  shall  enteot  to  see  tb«  propod- 
tioD  distinctly  hronght  before  the  Senate  from 
a  qnarter  m  diitingaisbed  fbr  p^itkal  wisdom, 
U  for  Qm  dirintereetedneas  ta  iti  aotaou.*  It 
will  not  do,  Mr.  Pre^dent,  fbr  gsntlemMi  who 
oome  from  the  great  dtiea,  to  emmate  the  wild 
lands  of  the  West,  acoording  to  the  standard  of 
their  own  fields  and  gardens.  Thej  most  Us- 
ten  to  those  who  oome  from  the  Weet,  and 
have  a  personal  knowledge  of  what  Ibej  saj. 
If  they  do  not,  they  will  make  this  Union  a 
cnrsc  to  those  whose  interests  are  legislated 
upon  by  members  of  Congresa  from  fsr  distant 
States,  isnorant  of  facts  themselvfle,  on  acoonnt 
of  that  distance,  and  deaf  to  the  voice  of  those 
who  can  state  the  tratb.  They  mnst  listen  to 
those  who  speak  the  gtneral  toiee  of  CA«  Wmt, 
backed,  as  I  am,  by  memorials  from  fonr 
States,  and  snpported  by  nomerons  Seni^on 
and  Bepresentatives.  I  speak  the  voice  ol 
Mven  Stat«s  and  three  Territories,  ICr.  Freed- 
dent,  when  I  denoanoe  this  doctrine  of  w^ting 
for  the  rise,  as  s  policy  false  in  Itself— f^wight 
with  ii^nstice  to  these  States — invdving  a 
breach  of  the  cession  aots ;  a  breach  of  the 
ocHnpact  between  the  Federal  Oovemment  and 
the  new  States ;  a  breach  of  the  eonstitation ; 
a  policy  injnrions  to  tlie  pablio  revenue ;  i»in- 
rioni  to  the  pnblio  property  in  the  new  States ; 
inJnrloDB  to  the  old  States,  and  deetmctive  of 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  new 
ones.  These,  sir,  are  not  a  string  of  phrases, 
repeated  without  consideration,  but  each  a  text, 
upon  which  a  commentary  of  fkots,  reasons, 
and  consequences,  mi^ht  be  delivered,  each  as 
long  as  the  speech  which  I  am  now  addressing 
to  yon.  Bnt  I  will  not  attempt  this  commen- 
tary. Time  forbids  it.  I  will  merely  indicate 
the  facta  which  sustain  my  positions. 

I  say,  then,  that  the  policy  of  holding  np  Uie 
lands  at  an  arbitrary  fntnimuni,  and  waiting 
for  ft  rise  in  the  price,  is  a  policy  intrinrically 
fhlse ;  and  I  prove  it  by  a  referenoe  to  the  ele- 
mentary principles  of  political  economy ;  those 
principles  whiui  forbid  a  Oovemment  to  make 
merchandise  of  its  soil ;  which  forbid  it  to  tun 
landlord ;  hold  tenants ;  reserve  large  tracts  of 
ground  in  the  wilderness  stat«;  enact  a  code  of 


*  FIrv<iila.  Ur.  Budolpli  and  Ur.  Tuawgll  hsd  «> 
InTunned  mc  thit  tbtj  irould  brlu  ftinrird  thta  p»p< 
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fbreet  law,  and  mMntain  a  body  of  offiocfs  ia 
pay  and  authority,  to  protect  its  timber,  graw, 
andKnJ. 

I  say  it  is  a  policy  f^ang^t  widi  injnstioe  to 
the  new  States;  and  I  prove  it  by  referring  ta 
the  table  of  nnwdd  land  in  the  States  of  Obio^ 
Indiana,  Dlinoia,  Miseoari,  Lonisiaas,  Alabama,' 
and  Misaiasippi;  cov«ri^  ihim  one-tliird  to 
ninetem-twentiethB  of  their  st^  payinc  no  tax, 
helping  to  open  no  roada,  bidld  no  brioge^  dig 
no  canals,  support  no  schoAls,  lo^ed  np  frcn 
agriculture  and  aa  useless  to  tlie  peqple  aa  so 
many  royal  parks  in  tlie  kingdoms  of  Enrop& 

I  say  it  is  a  poliqr  involving  a  brescb  tA  tlis 
oeealon  acta,  and  I  prove  it  by  referring  to  tlw 
terms  of  these  oeasuHia,    Here  ^ley  are: 

2%<  sasfio*  ae<  o^  Fityuua. 
"&{{  m>Mt»i  if  A*  e*nrrwt  Anmtlf,  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawtia  for  the  DelegaMs  of  tUs 
Stats,  to  the  CongTe«  of  the  Tlnited  Ststea,  and 
tbey  are  Imeby  aathorlied  and  empowered,  to  cut- 
vey,  transfer,  kc,  to  tbe  United  Eutei,  in  ConnsH 
usemblsd,  for  the  benefit  of  nid  Sutes,  alT  the 
right,  title,  clsim,  &c.,  which  this  State  bas,  as  well 
to  the  junsdictioD,  as  soil,  to  the  Territory  situate 
northireBl  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  within  the  chat- 
tered timiti  of  Virginia,  npou  condition,  Ic,  that 
the  Territory,  so  ceded,  sIuH  be  fbrmed  into  So- 
pabtlcsn  Btstei,  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  titan 
flvBin  nnmber.  with  tbessmerl^tsof  ■overelgnty, 
fkvedom,  and  indepondence,  as  the  other  States : 
■nd  that  all  the  land  wltUn  the  Territory,  so  ceded, 
and  not  disposed  of  in  bonnUcs,  to,,  sbatl  be  coo- 
ddered  as  a  oommon  fond,  fbr  tbs  osa  and  benefit 
of  such  «f  the  Dnited  Stales  as  have  becosae,  or 
shall  become  meodbeis  sf  tbs  Ceofederation,  Vit- 
^nla  iuclosive,  aocordiiig  to  tbetr  nsnal  respective 
proportians  in  the  general  chstge  and  eipei>dltar«, 
uid  shall  be  faithfidly  and  bona  Gde  ^posed  of  for 
that  parpas«,»itdfor  no  other  Qse  or  purpose  whaV 

[Tit  emum  act  tf  Gwffia,  etdktf  (As  Amtfc- 
•MstsTK  Tttritory,  bnnf  mi  tie  siisu  worsk] 

Sneh  are  the  terns  of  the  oeemons.  The 
lands  "Ubt  diiptmA  ^^  and  not  to  be  held  vf 
indefinitely;   to  be  di^MMcd  of  fi 


be  held  up  for  centuries  to  o 

I  say  that  this  policy  involves  a  breach  <t 
the  artides  of  eompaot  between  the  new  States 
and  the  Federal  Government ;  and  I  prove  it 
by  referring  to  the  article  by  which  thcaa 
States  agree  not  to  exerdse  the  ti^t  of  taxft- 


absolvea  the  States  frtm  the  observance  of  the 
article,  if  its  terms  or  n)irit  ia  not  complied  with. 
I  say  that  this  policy  involves  a  breach  <4 
thetoonstitntion ;  and  prove  it  by  refining  to 
that  eqnallty  of  sovereign  rights  which  the 
constitution  gnaranteee  among  all  the  Stale% 
and  which  is  not  raijoyed  in  the  new  States,  on 
•oooont  of  the  Feawal  dominiwi  ovor  tlteii 
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■oil,  and  whioh  the  contJimaiiCA  of  this  polioj 
will  increase  and  protract. 

I  Mj-  it  Ib  a  polio;r  injorions  to  Qie  pnb- 
lio  revenne  j  and  prove  it  bj  referring  to 
180,000,000  of  dollvf  pdd  in  interest  apon  the 
pnblio  debt,  while  wuUng  for  that  rise  in  the 
price  of  land  whioh  this  policj  anticipate!,  and 
trliich  hsa  not  yet  begun.    Onoe  in  everr  16 

Eiars  the  principal  of  the  pnblio  debt  is  rank 
interest :  it  stands  to  reason,  then,  that  the 
land  will  go  just  as  far  in  the  pajment  of  that 
debt  if  sold  for  twentj-flve  cents  now,  aa  it 
will  do  if  sold  for  flftj  cents  at  the  end  of  dz- 
teen  jears ;  or  at  one  dollar  in  thirty-two 
years;  or  two  dollars  in  siity-foor  yaara;  or 
fbnr  dcdlars  in  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 

Crs ;  and  so  on,  as  fi»  as  the  oalcolation  may 
uarried. 

I  lay  it  is  i^Jnriona  to  Ute  pnbUo  property  in 
tlio  new  States ;  and  prove  it  by  pointing  to 
the  oontinned  destruction  of  the  poblie  timber, 
and  which  all  the  penal  laws,  and  troops  of  Qie 
Federal  Government,  and  all  its  tribe  of  fbrwt 
officers,  are  unable  to  prevent. 

I  say  it  is  a  polioj  injnriona  to  the  old 
Btctw ;  and  prove  it  by  pointing  to  the  enor- 
mooB  tuea  wnioh  they  are  now  paying,  tbroDsh 
the  outom-IiOQseB,  to  nuse  money  to  meet  tie 
interest  and  a  fraotion  of  the  principal  of  the 
pnblio  debt,  after  having  given  land  enongh  for 
that  ottjeot  to  pay  the  debt,  if  fdthfblly  and 
Jndieioaaly  appUed  to  that  pnrpose, 

I  say  it  is  a  policy  de«tmctire  to  the  bot- 
«reignty  and  inaepeodenoe  of  the  new  StatM ; 
and  prove  it  by  recnrring  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  not  "eqwu"  to  the  old  States;  that  they 
have  not  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  the 
ri^ht  of  taxation,  of  eminent  domain,  and  of 
pnmary  disposition  of  the  soil ;  that  the  Fede- 
ral Oovemment  exeroises  jnrisdiction  oiier  the 
aoH  and  persons  of  their  citizens ;  denonncing 
flue,  impriaonment,  and  mihtftry  cbastiBemen^ 
against  those  who  may  oat  a  stick,  or  dig  a 
hole,  or  lift  a  stone,  from  Federal  groimd ;  and, 
to  ram  all  np  in  one  degrading  word,  by  show- 
ing that  the  new  States  are  the  ttnaati  of  the 
Federal  Oovemment. 

Oonneoted  with  tbis  policy  of  holding  np 
the  lands  for  Uie  rise.  Is  the  system  of  reserv- 
ing from  sale  the  land  that  is  supposed  to  con- 
two  lead  ore,  salt  water,  and  iron  ore.  These 
the  FederaJ  Qovermnent  baa  reserred  to  itself 
•ad  ha*  proposed  to  derive  a  great  levenoe 
&om  the  tenia  1  Offioert  are  aotnally  engaged 
in  this  bnsinees  of  renting  and  leasing,  and,  ao- 
oording  to  reports,  have  organised  a  body  of 
aboot  two  thonsand  tenants  in  the  State  of 
IDssonri  I  Hr.  Preddent,  I  mint  be  pennittod 
to  borrow  the  langoage  of  Eiomnd  Buria,  to 
do  Justice  to  the  folly  of  each  a  system.  It 
-was  the  fote  of  Bnrke  to  attack,  and  to  ex- 
plode, that  svstem  in  England ;  and  I  trust 
£bat  his  soono  political  wisdom  will  not  be  less 
ftvuling  in  the  American  Senate,  than  it  was 
in  the  British  House  of  Oommons.  He  brought 
in  a  bill  to  alienate  the  crown  Wds,  and  mp- 


ported  it  in  a  speech  replete  with  patriotism, 
and  wise  maxims  of  political  economy.  Listen 
to  what  he  says: 

"A.  landed  estate  ts  certainly  the  very  worst 
which  ttie  Crown  cui  possess.  •  •  •  All  minute 
and  dispersed  possesdons — posseealoiui  that  are 
often  of  indeterminate  valae,  uid  which  require  a 
continued  personal  atteadsnce — are  of  a  nature 
more  propr  for  private  management  than  for  pub- 
lic administration.  They  are  fitter  for  the  care  of 
a  frngal  land  steward,  than  of  an  office  in  the 
StaM.  ■  •  •  If  itbeoldeoled  that  these  lands,  at 
present,  will  sell  at  a  low  market ;  this  ia  answerad, 
by  ahowins  that  moDe;  is  at  a  high  ptice.  The  Mie 
balances  the  other.  Lands  sell  at  the  current  rate, 
and  nothing  can  sell  for  more.  But  be  the  price 
wliat  it  may,  a  great  object  is  always  answered, 
whenever  any  property  is  transferrad  from  lands 
which  are  not  fit  for  that  property,  to  those  that 
an.  The  buyer  and  the  seller  must  mutually  profit 
by  such  a  bargain ;  and,  what  rarely  bappeni  in 
■natters  of  revenue,  the  r«lief  of  the  subject  will  go 
hand  in  hand  with  the  profit  of  the  excheqaer.  *  * 
The  revenne  to  be  derived  from  the  uJe  of  the 
forest  lands  will  not  he  so  conriderable  aa  many 
have  imagined ;  and  I  conceive  it  would  l>e  unwise 
to  screw  it  up  to  the  utmost,  or  even  to  suffer  bid- 
ders to  enhuioe,  according  to  tfatdr  eagerness,  tlie 
purchase  of  ol>jects,  wherein  the  expense  of  that 
purchase  ma;  weaken  the  capital  to  be  emfdoyed 
in  their  cultivation.  •  •  ■  The  principal  revenue 
which  I  propose  to  draw  from  these  oncultivaled 
wastes.  Is  to  springfrom  the  improvemeot  and  popu- 
lation of  the  kingdom  ;  events  infinitely  more  ad- 
vantageooB  to  the  reveneos  of  the  crown  than  the 
rente  of  the  beet  landed  estate  which  it  can  hold. 
*  *  *  It  ie  thus  I  would  dispose  of  the  unprofitable 
landed  estates  of  the  crown :  thrim  llttm  into  Iht 
mat*  of  private  property  i  by  wliicb  they  win  com^ 
through  the  course  of  cireoialiOD,  and  through  the 
political  secretions  of  the  State,  into  well-regulated 
revenue.  •  •  •  Thos  would  fell  an  eipendve 
agency,  with  all  the  influence  which  attends  it." 

Snoh  were  the  sentiments  of  Hr.  Mrke,  and 
they  prodooed  their  effect.  The  King  himself 
at  tiie  ansning  session,  recommended  the  aUen- 
atton  of  the  crown  lands ;  and  the  Parliament 
acted  in  conformity  to  his  message.  The  for- 
ests and  mines,  which  had  been  uotliing  but  a 
Bonroe  of  patronage  to  the  King,  and  of  vexa- 
tion to  the  people,  were  thrown  into  the  maaa 
of  private  proper^ ;  an  expensive  amicy  and 
many  oppresmve  uws  were  got  rid  of;  the 
lands  and  mines  became  iiiSnitelj  more  pro- 
dnctive;  and,  by  inoreasiDg  the  wealth  and 
popnlatitm  of  the  oonntry,  increased,  at  the 
same  time,  the  anntial  receipts  into  the  pnblio 
Treasury.  So  far  from  flxing  an  arbitrary 
mMmam,  and  htdding  np  for  the  rise ;  so  nr 
from  screwing  nppnrohases  to  the  highest  bid ; 
Mr.  Bnrke,  Uie  ^ng,  and  the  Britadi  Parliv 
ment,  thoaght  it  wise  to  prevent  them  from 
bidding  eagetjy  agtinst  one  another,  and  Qiat 
it  was  better  for  the  buyers  and  the  kingdom 
that  their  money  should  be  reserved  for  the 
improvement  and  oultivBtion  of  lite  land  whiob 
they  might  pordiaae. 

'Bie  pledge  was  not  t 
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of  tbe  laod.  It  wtta  intended  bj  them  tluit 
Uie  ceded  lands  sbonld  be  applied  to  the 
pajment  of  the  pnbllo  debt ;  but  QiBj  made 
DO  other  stipulation  witb  CoDgreaa  in  refe- 
renoe  to  thdr  nse,  bat  that  the7  "  should 
be  disposed  of  for  the  (xncmon  benefit."  Tb« 
pledge  in  qneBtion  was  made  loog  afler  the 
cesBion,  and  made  bj  the  inflneace  of  Uie  same 
interest  in  Congreai  which  &iidcd  the  paUic 
debt,  doabled  Ui«  price  of  land,  and  ettauiihed 
the  ijetem  of  p^uw  ammal  interaat  until  the 
laud  should  rise  to  four  and  eight  dollan  per 
acre.  Still  it  was  not  ■  idedge  (rf  the  landt, 
bat  onl;  of  the  ntt  prcetad*  ef  tft«  mi£m,*  and, 
each  rooceeding  Oongresa  baa  felt  Itself  at  lib- 
erty to  make  gratuitous  donalions  of  the  land 
to  B07  ezt«nt  that  it  pleased.  Look  to  the 
etatate  book;  its  pages  are  filled  with  these 
donatiiHis,  fivm  the  year  17SG  down  to  t^ 
present  sesdon. 


soldiers  of  the  Kevolution ;  100,000  acres  in 
the  7ear  '87,  to  actoal  settlers  in  Ohio ;  24,000 
Acres  to  the  French  t£  Galliopolii ;  donations 
to  the  Nova  BooUa  and  Canada  refugees; 
e,000,000  of  acres  to  the  soldiers  of  (he  late 
war ;  »0,000  to  French  settlers  In  Alabama ; 
donations  to  States  for  seats  of  QoTemment ; 
to  coanUes  fbr  county  coart-hoases ;  to  States 
for  schools  and  colleges ;  2^000  acres  to  Gen- 
eral Lafayette ;  24,000  to  the  Asylum  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  in  Conneoticat ;  24,000,  at  the 
present  session,  to  the  like  ^ylum  in  Een- 
tncky.l 

Ur.  S,  oontinned  1  These,  Ur.  President,  are 
only  a  few  instanoes,  by  way  of  example.  I 
think  it  probable  that  an  aocnrate  eutnmalion 
would  show  that  the  Vnitad  States  have  given 
ftway  nearly  as  much  as  they  have  sold ;  and 
we  all  know  that  we  at«  nnning  down  the 
road  of  Vonatioiu  at  preacstt,  with  a  nudity 
vbioh  threatena  to  arrive  at  the  end  of  the 
land,  by  a  shorter  process  than  lliewesent  sy>> 
tern  of  selling  would  indicate.  This  is  proof 
eoongh  of  the  foUaoy  of  the  ol^jection ;  a  uUa- 
ciouB  oljjection,  indeed,  which  would  permit 
the  Government  to  make  piinoely  donations  to 
foreigners  and  retiig«es,  and  deny  it  the  oa- 
pacity  of  "'w^ing  ■mull  dtmatlons  to  its  own 
citizens  I 

The  principle,  then,  of  donalions  which  the 
bill  contains,  is  entirely  tct/b  bom  legal  objec- 
tion, and  resolves  itMU  into  a  qneetion  of  mere 
expediency.  Is  it,  then,  expedient  that  Oon- 
gresa should  rnako  the  donations  which  the  bill 
oontemplatee }  And,  first,  what  is  ih«  amount 
and  valne  of  these  proposed  gifts!  F^htv 
acres  of  refuse  land,  lis.  Prerident,  land  whidi 
remains  nnsold  after  the  district  has  been  five 
times  picked  over,  and  reduced  to  the  price  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  which  price  no- 
body will  ^vel  Far  from  oonsideruig  such 
donatjons  as  too  great  for  this  Government  to 
make,  I  feel  ashamed  of  their  smallaess  and  in- 
significance.   If  1  oonld  have  followed  the  >ng- 
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geetdtau  of  my  own  Jodgmeot,  I  should  bm 
indicated  donble  the  qnantity,  <mm  hndnd  mi 
sixty  acres,  to  be  taken  immediately  sfttr  Ibt 
pablic  soles;  and  I  traet  that  anantwducntts 
that  effect  will  yet  snooeed.  Bnt  even  tb«  do- 
nations contemplated  by  the  bill,  as  it  »a* 
staoda,  woold  be  the  means  of  saving  mnr 
families  from  want  and  vice,  and  ctsvertiH 
many  idle  oitisans  into  usefid  members  of  wa- 
ety.  EigbtT  acres,  even  of  indifferent  iui, 
would  fiuiuMt  a  home  to  many  that  aie  h<m^ 
lest.  If  aome  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  tat, 
oonld  be  found  uptm  it,  fit  for  onltiratiai,  it 
would  make  a  lilue  fann,  on  which  s  mil 
family,  a  widow  with  her  oi^ian  chUdita,* 
a  yonng  man  fast  married,  oonld  snl»at  il 
comfort  and  independence. 

[Mr.  B.  here  gave  an  example  of  wbatnu^ 
be  Boeompliahed  by  indnsby  and  eocoaiay,  ai 
a  little  home  to  live  at  It  was  tb*  caMtf 
"  Qrannir  Whit«."  At  the  age  of  iitj,  it 
had  been  left  a  widow  in  one  of  the  ixntiiW 
in  the  tide-water  regitHi  of  North  Cmfoa 
Her  poverty  waa  so  extreme,  that  irbea  ■• 
went  to  the  Oonnty  Goort  to  get  a  <xm^« 
little  orphan  erandchildren  bound  to  hw,  tu 
Jnsticea  refused  to  let  her  have  thoa,  t«itM 
she  oonld  not  give  security  to  keep  thtu  <■ 
the  parish.  This  compelled  her  to  men; 
andahesetofif  with  the  two  little  b^qto* 
Jonmey  of  eight  or  nine  bandied  bw^  <<■ 
what  was  then  called  "  tit  Cwt^>irlmd  Mil- 
muU."  Arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  K»«- 
ville,  a  generons-hearted  Inshmsn  let  la  u** 
a  comer  of  his  land  on  her  own  tenna,  *Ma^ 
inal  prioe  and  indefinite  credit  It  «*«>? 
acres  in  extent,  and  compriaed  thetwetMM" 
a  piOr  of  conftwiting  hilla,  whose  preei|«« 
deolivitaee  lathed  a  few  degreeai  and  bat  1  "^ 
of  maUiematieal  perpendicnlariV-    ^:.  ,JS 


mathematieal  perpendic«lari9>    '"•}v  ZL 
kneW  It  well,  for  he  bad  sew  the  ddW* 
mpkina  propiied  and  ■opp<Kt«d  *'"'_f2|5 
to  prevent  their  ponderous  weight  ft 


ing'up  the  vine, "and  rolling  to  th»  b«tl<n|[ 
the  hills.  There  was  just  room  at  t»«f  "" 
for  a  road  to  rnn  between,  and  "•^."'""Trf 
house,  to  get  a  level  place  for  ■^h'^iAiErAf, 
tbe  hill  had  to  be  dug  away.  Tet,  frW  •" 
hopeless  beginning,  with  the  adwnttg*  " 
little  piece  of  growid  that  was  hw  »""  "J 
aged  widoiT,  and  two  little  grandobi^  " 
eight  or  nine  years  dd,  advanced  h«»^ 
comparative  wealth  :  money,  w****!  ^jw 
cattle,  and  her  fields  extended  into  twjw 
below,  and  her  orphan  g»n^'*'""f/?^  J 
to  honor  and  indepeodenoe,  were  ™^°1^ 
economy  and  industry,  and  a  noble  wj"^ 
of  the  ^vantage  at  ginitS  l<^  f.  rtTdi. 
But  the  Federal  GovemmMt  wowd  »"  ^ 
manded  aiity-two  dollars  and  m  ^Z^ 
that  land,  cash  in  band,  and  old  ^^^^ 
and  her  grandchildren  might  have  l""^  rf 
err  and  snnk  into  vice,  before  the  oHiw*- 
this  bill  wonld  have  taken  less.]  .  „ij  ife 
It  is  to  no  porpoees  Kr.  ft^'^'fffiS 
B.,  to  tell  me  that  eigh^  «»•  "  "^ 
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bnt  $100.  I  uiwen  that  thoK  are  immmer- 
»bl«  funiliea  in  tida  Unjixi  who  iwtw  mw,  and 
saver  will  Me  tho  d*]r,  when  tlier  mo  W 
down  that  buo.  I  anawer  fbrther,  that  cdnitj 
aoTM  of  refoM  land  la  not  worth  $100.  That 
b  the  price  of  a  firat-rBl«  traot,  and  a  tract  that 


It  ia  to  the  poor  alone  that  these  refbaetraota 
are  derirable ;  a  man  of  property  would  not 
waste  hit  time  upon  them  ev«t  if  be  waa  paid 
for  doing  ao.  Here,  then,  ia  the  peonliar  iqJoB- 
tioe  of  tlziiig  a  mbtimtm  price  of  %l  SB.  It 
eperatai  apon  the  poor,  not  upon  the  rUb,  It 
cnaUea  Itta  man  that  haa  $100,  to  get  a  good 
qoBiter  seotiaa ;  but  the  man  that  has  but  $95, 
oannot  hnj  at  all ;  fiiff  he  cannot  pay  the  $100 
for  a  traot  whkb  Is  all  good,  and  the  Goyera- 
ment  will  not  make  an  eqnitaUe  gradna&m  of 
prioe^  and  take  $26  for  a  traot  which  is  throe 
parta  bad,  and  tme  part  good.  It  wants  a  dol- 
lar and  a  onarter  all  round,  which  woold  brina 
the  good  land  to  fire  doUara  per  acre.  Bnt  I 
diaoMd  as  contemptiUe,  and  nnworthj  of  the 


lands  all  ovm ;  Waning  of  eTeiykind  a  for- 
bid, wbetber  it  ^plies  to  the  "ihtqf,'"  "Os 
«r^M,"  "th»  oUm,"  or  "lA*  eontn  ^  th* 
IiMW."  I  rqiadiate  it  aa  a  poUoy  abbnred  of 
Ood  and  man,  oondemned  by  common  sense, 
by  patriotism,  and  by  the  eoodoot  of  all  peo- 
pe,  m  all  agee  and  nattona,  I  contend  that  the 
MTth  if  the  gift  of  Qoi  to  man.  /  go  /or  do- 
matitiu!  and  eotU»nd  tAat  no  wimtrj/  wider 
d«  MM  wu  ntr  paid  for  in  gold  and  likar  i*- 
/^  it  eMiU  ta  MtUtd  and  eultiMted.  Have 
ve  not  secoi  th«ae  States  aettled  by  donatjona, 
and  Bales  at  nominal  prieest  Was  not  Een- 
tnc^,  TeniMawe,  and  mfr^hird  of  OMa  eetUed 
fn  the  same  w»t  Were  not  Upper  and  Lower 
,  Iioidriana  and  uie  two  Floridas  settled  by  gra- 
tnitoBt  donationa  from  tiie  Uom  tk  Spain— do- 
aationa  which  the  Federal  OoTemment  haa 
labored  for  flro  and  twenty  yean  to  qmrc^tri- 
ste  to  itself)  Are  not  the  lands  of  Canada 
^ven  at  (bit  moment  to  any  that  will  come 
and  take  them  t  And  was  not  £80,000  sterling 
About  $18Cj000)  q>propriat«d  lart  spring  by 
^bo  BriUah  Paivament  to  de&ay  the  expenses 
of  emigrants  moving  to  that  )»rovincet  Look 
•t  Texaa  and  Uexioo.  Bee  land  given  there  in 
any  qsantlty  to  any  tikat  will  come  and  tdce  it 
See  onr  citi»na  ahandtodng  this  land  of  liber- 
tj,  and  going  there  to  receive  the  bomi^  of  a 
(br«jgn  Government  and  tell  me  why  it  Is  that 
thoee  who  are  afridd  (rf  emk^ation  to  the  West, 
aa»  not  also  afraid  of  em^ira&m  to  Canada, 
Texaa,  and  Uedcot  In  the  Weot  ludlea,  and 
all  over  Sonth  America,  it  is  the  same  thing. 
Bere  is  a  decree  of  the  B^nbUc  of  Colombia, 
dated  Jiue,  1838,  for  the  grataitooa  distiitin- 
tion  of  six  millions  of  aoree  among  emlgranta 
from  £nn^  and  Amerioa : 


n»J>terti. 

"  Tbe  Senate  and  Hotue  of  KepresentativH  of 
the  BepobUo  of  Oolomtria,  nnhed  in  Congteaa,  con- 
■idering — 

"  in.  That  a  population,  numerani  and  propor- 
ttonatB  to  tbe  territory  of  a  &Ut«,  is  the  bans  of  Its 
prosperity  aod  trae  gremtatm : 

"  3d.  That  tbe  fertUitj  of  the  bdU,  tbe  ealubrity 
of  tha  cliioate,  the  eitenidTe  oiUipiffopriatad  lands, 
ud  tbe  free  initilulJona  of  the  Republic,  pennit 
and  require  a  numerous  emipatian  of  ui    '  ' 


have  decreed 

"That  foreigners  emiKrating  to  Colombia,  aball 
receive  gtMultona  doaaUona  ot  land,  In  parcel!  of 
100  fknegaa,  (aboet  400  acres,)  to  each  liunQy. 

"  'Hiat  it  may  be  chosen  In  tbe  maritime,  tbe 
middla,  or  tba  monnlainoiia  diatriota,  in  tba  regions 
Ikvorable  to  prodaction  of  ennr,  coffee,  cocoa,  ii^ 
dtgo,  lioa,  cotton,  wheat,  bad»y,  rye,  and  all  the 
vafietiea  of  frnita,  both  of  tiopioal  and  hi^  lali> 
tndei. 

"That  five  years'  cnltlvaUon  shall  entitle  a 
fortdgiier  to  natoiaUutioa. 

"  rhat  one  millian  of  dollan  be  appropriated  in 
aid  of  Bgricolturs,  to  be  distributed.  In  loans,  to  in* 
duatriooa  ikrmers," 

Snch,  Ur.  Preddent,  is  the  oondnct  of  the 
free  Bepublica  of  the  Sooth.  I  say  BejiDblica: 
for  it  ia  the  same  in  all  of  them,  and  it  wonld 
be  tedious  and  monotonooa  to  repeat  their  nn- 
meroos  decrees.  In  fact,  throughout  the  New 
World,  from  Hndsou's  Bay  to  Cape  Horn,  (with 
the  single  exception  of  these  United  States,) 
'land,  the  gift  of  Ood  to  man,  is  also  the  gift  u 
tbe  Qovemment  to  its  dtdzeoe.  Nor  ia  thia 
wise  policy  confined  to  the  New  World.  It 
proTSiU  even  in  AhU  :  and  the  present  age  haa 
seen — we  onr«elvea  have  seen—^oblished  ia 
the  oetpltal  of  the  Goropean  world,  the  proola- 
matdon  of  tbe  King  of  Perua,  inviting  Obria- 
tians  to  go  to  Persia  and  rec^ve  giiU  of  land— 
firat-r^  not  refuse — with  a  total  exemption 
from  taxes,  and  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  ro> 
llg}on.  Here  is  the  proclamation :  liaten  to  it. 
■       7^  Proehnuiiion. 

"  Ktaa  Uahomed  Baal,  Ambaaaador  to  England, 
In  tbe  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  Abbya  Xirza, 
King  of  Fenta,  otwa  to  those  who  ehall  emigrato 
to  Perila,  gratnltoiis  grants  of  land,  good  for  tbe 

nlnotion  of  wheat,    bariey,   rice,    cotton,   and 
ta,  free  from  taxes  or  conntbntiona  of  any  kind, 
and  with  the  free  ei)Joy»ent  of  tbetr  Telij^on  i  i^ 

«  London,  July  8lh,  1828." 

"  lb  improte  M$  eountri/-~th«  EingU  otfrni 
Mng  to  JMfToM  Aft  eomUrj/  /"  What  a  noble 
ol{H«t  I  What  a  lesson  of  polWea]  wisdom  to 
be  read,  bom  the  deapoIJa  regions  of  Asia,  to 
the  American  Senate  t  And  how  was  land  dis- 
poaed  of  in  that  comitry  which  had  tbe  peon* 
Uar  oare  of  God  ?  It  was  pvim,  Mr.  President, 
not  told.  "  Oodgaw  the  aarlh  to  the  irthaiit- 
ontt  iherei^.'^  The  promised  land  was  giten 
to  Uie  children  of  larael,  not  auctioneered,  with 
a  MwwwMw  of  $1  SS  per  acre.    Land  was  then 
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the  gift  of  God  to  man,  oad  to  woman  also ; 
for  £e  dftoffhtera  of  XafumtA  vere  allowed  to 
Inherit,  and  to  share  in  the  bono^  of  the  Qirer 
irf  all  Good. 

I  have  now  finished,  Mr.  Premdent,  fhe  view 
which  I  proposed  to  take  of  the  koquintion  and 
adminiab'ation  of  the  pnblio  lands.  I  have 
confined  myself  chiefly  to  fecta,  learing  concln- 
rionn  to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate.  In  the 
rapid  view  wMob  I  have  taken  of  this  great 
mbject,  it  has  been  cleitrly  shown  that  the 
laoos  were  ceded  to  the  Federal  Government 
by  a  few  of  the  States,  for  the  known  and  ad- 
mitted object  of  payinx  oS  the  pnblio  debt; 
and  that,  instead  of  paying  this  debt,  this  great 
fund  has  been  so  mumanaged,  that  in  no  one 
year  have  the  sales  yielded  one-hal^  seldom 
one-fbnrth.  and  latteriy  not  one-fifth  part  of 
the  annual  Interest  of  that  debt.  The  fatal 
policy  of  wattioK  for  the  rise,  has  cost  na  more 
than  the  lands  uemselves  are  worth,  or  oonld 
ever  be  sold  for.    It  haa  cost  ns  186  millions  of 


itave  yielded  but  twenty-siz  milliona  of  doUars 
in  fifty  years,  and  are  now  annually  yielding 
leas  and  less.  In  all  probability,  it  will  require 
a  hundred  years,  under  the  operation  of  the 
present  system,  to  draw  twen^-six  millions 
more  from  them.  The  expense  of  adnuniiit«r- 
in^  the  system  is  enormoos,  amoonting  fully  to 
thirt^'tbree  and  a  third  per  centam.  Witli 
this  enormous  expense  of  collection,  the  most 
numerous  and  efficient  class  of  the  land  officers,, 
the  Registers  md  Receivers,  get  an  inadequate 
and  most  insignificant  compensation.  The  doc- 
ument upon  our  table,  shows  that  the  commis- 
riona  of  two-thirds  of  them  for  the  year  1S34, 
were  less  than  (200  each ;  many  are  shown  to 
be  less  than  $100,  and  several  which  did  not 
amonnt  to  (GO.  With  snch  compensation  the 
beat  of  officers  must  quit  the  service,  and  let 
their  office  fall  into  hands  less  tmstworthy. 
In  the  meanwhOe,  the  lands  are  dribbled  away 
apon  a  thousand  objects,  foreign  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  States  which  ceded  tkem.  The 
States  are  again  recurred  to  to  rtuae  money  for 
the  same  object  for  which  the  lands  were 
ceded ;  and  they  are  heavily  taxed  through  the 
custom-houses,  to  raise  ten  millions  per  annum, 
in  addition  to  the  carrent  expenses  of  the  Qov- 
wiiment,  to  meet  the  annual  interest,  and  a 
fiaction  of  the  poblic  debt.  The  knavery  and 
delusion  in  which  the  present  mode  of  selling 
lands  had  its  origin,  stands  detected  and  ex- 
posed :  the  necessity  of  a  radical  change  ia  de- 
monstrated and  admitted.  The  advantage  of 
returning  to  the  principles  of  1790 ;  the  advan- 
tage of  prompt  sales  at  present  value ;  a  speedy 
discharge  of  the  pablic  debt;  and  the  wisdom 
And  justice  of  passing  the  lands  cheaply  and 
easily  into  the  hands  of  the  people ;  are  meaa- 
nres  which  can  no  longer  admit  of  two  opin- 
ions. Theory  and  experience  combine  to  de- 
mand their  fulfilment;  and  the  bill  which  I 
have   introduced   is  intended  to    accomplish 
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them,  I  do  not  say  that  it  presenta  llie  beat 
mode  of  disposing  of  the  pnblio  lands ;  I  do 
not  even  say  that  I  cannot  present  a  better. 
Bnt  I  will  say  that  it  oontlunB  aU  that  I  hoped 
for  when  it  was  introduced ;  and  lett  than  I 
hope  for  now.    A  great  change  in  the  pnblia 


that  a  puw  will  be  adopted  still  n 
sonant  to  the  rights  of  the  new  States  and  to 
the  interest  of  the  public  Treasury,  The  pres- 
ent system  is  indKFennble  and  insapportaUcb 
Ila  continnanoe  is  impossible.  The  old  and  Um 
new  States  will  nnite  to  pot  it  down ;  all  the 
Mends  to  the  State  rights  will  nnite  against  iL 
The  new  States  are  tenants  to  the  Federal  Gov 
emment ;  their  citizens  snbject  to  be  treated  aa 
trespassers  (within  their  own  comities)  bj  the 
Federal  Government — draMjed  before  a  Fed«(d 
Judiciary,  as  true  to  the  Federal  Govenunent 
as  t^e  needle  is  to  the  pol^^and  punished  fer 
cutting  a  stick.  Even  military  force  may  be 
an  accompaniment,  or  snbstitnte,  of  Fedcod 
Judicial  process.  Then  these  States  are  liable 
to  be  eihansted  by  an  inoessont  drain  of  niottey, 
the  sofferanoe  of  this  evil,  Eentnckj 
inessee  are  joined  with  the  rest :  fw 
they  are  to  furnish  emigrants  to  the  othere,  aad 
money  to  pay  for  tLe  pnblio  lands.  The  West- 
ern States  now  pay  a  million  of  dollars  per  an- 
num to  the  cnstom-honse  at  New  Orleans; 
they  pay,  brides,  a  heavy  proportion  of  tiio 
onstoms  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Baltimor*^ 
and  Boston.  Then  tiey  are  sabjeet  to  the  <^ 
oration  of  thirty  land  (fffioeSjeach  a  vortex  for 
the  absorption  of  dollars,  will  the  Congress 
attempt  to  oontinoe  tbis  ^stemt  Is  there  a 
Senator  present  who  will  say  that  he  will  bi^ 
up  the  public  lands  until  they  rise  to  $1  36  per 
acre — nntil  SOO  millions  of  dollars  are  received 
for  the  840  millions  of  acres  which  the  new 
States  and  Territories  contain!  Sir,  reflect 
npon  it  [  Think  of  the  enormity  <^  the  smn, 
the  unallnesB  of  the  population,  thdr  r^oote- 
ueas  A'om  commerce,  the  scarcity  of  gold  and 
silver  among  them,  and  the  many  restrictiotB 
under  which  they  are  laid  by  the  policy  of  this 
Govemmftit,  Three  hundred  milUons  of  dcd- 
lars !  And  have  yon  no  commiseration  for  the 
people  on  whom  yon  intend  to  levy  it?  Have 
yon  less  feeling  for  the  people  of  the  Wet^ 
than  for  the  inhabitants  of  France  and  of  In* 
dial  I  say,  France  and  India,  beoaose  the 
pnblio  feeling  has  been  put  to  the  t«st  witb  re- 
spect to  both.  The  Allies  imposed  upon  Frano^ 
in  the  year  1816,  seven  hundred  and  fifly  mil- 
lions of  francs,  ($160,000,000,)  and  the  poUia 
voice  was  everywhere  rused  against  the  enOT>- 
mity  of  the  imporition.  Yet  France  had  a 
population  of  thirty  millions,  was  rich  in  gdd 
and  silver,  and  bloated  with  the  spoil  of  con- 
quered Europe.  The  page  of  histoiy  has  givoi 
immortality  to  the  Hufferings  of  Indoatan,  rav- 
aged  by  Nadir  3hiA,  about  the  nuddle  of  Ihe 
last  century;  yet  that  remorsdesB  conqueror 
brought  off  bat  tof^tj  mjlliwff  aterliiig:  s 
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Bom,  great  to  be  lore,  but  eoinpetaU'relj  light 
and  tnfling,  to  be  taken  from  the  wealth  and 
~  lopiilatioit  of  the  Uognl  Empire,  to  what  three 
iimdred  millione  of  doUva  would  be,  taken 
ttma  the  WeBtern  States  and  Territoriea.  StJU 
the  Frenoh  and  the  Hindoos  had  another  ad- 
▼anta^  over  our  brethren  of  the  West.  Their 
snffennin,  thongh  violent,  were  brief  and  tran- 
tiettL  The;  lasted  bnt  for  a  few  yeara,  and  for 
a  few  campEugna.  The  invasioiia  to  which  thej 
were  snl^ected,  were  tempeats  which  spent 
their  force,  mbsided,  and  left  the  deaolated 
oonntries  to  leoover  in  peace.  Bnt  the  medi- 
tated levy  npofi  the  West  la  to  last  for  ages  and 
oentnries.  At  the  rate  of  a  million  a  jear^  it 
will  take  three  hundred  years  to  complete  it ; 
and,  dnrins  all  that  time,  nine  States  (for  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  are  to  furnish  moot  of  the 
mouej) ;  during  all  that  time,  nine  States  and 
three  Territories  are  to  snffer  a  drain  which 
-would  Bihaost  the  mines  of  Uexico  and  Pero. 
Yet  it  is  onlj  a  part  of  the  population  of 
Uuee  States  which  is  to  famish  this  great  sam 
-'ft  riugle  daas  in  society  are  to  be  called  up- 
on for  it,  and  that  dass  the  one  which  oon- 
trilnilea  most  to  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment, receives  the  fewest  favors  from  it,  and 
handles  the  least  money.  I  speak,  Mr,  Presi- 
dent, of  the  agricultural  class.  What  gives  this 
Government  two  and  twenty  millions  of  revenue 
per  annnm!  Dntiee  on  imports  And  what 
brings  in  imports?  Exports.  And  on  what 
are  they  fbnndedt  On  siz^-nx  milllona  of 
dollars  worth  of  ootton,  tobacco,  flour,  rioe, 
beef;  pork,  and  other  prodncUons  of  agricul- 
ture. Sorely  a  wise  and  paternal  Government 
would  cherish,  not  kill,  Uie  goose  whioh  lavs 
BDoh  golden  eggs.  Sorely  the  maxims  of  Ba- 
mond  Burke  ooght  to  prevail ;  instead  of  screw- 
ing np  sach  boontifnl  ftimishen  of  revenne  to 
the  highest  possible  price  for  the  land  whioh 
they  aie  going  to  ooltivate,  more  for  the  sap- 
port  of  Government  than  themaelTes ;  instead 
of  oompelliDg  them  to  expend  in  the  purcAw*, 
the  money  which  ahonld  be  devoted  to  its  tm- 
pnvmitnt;  sorely  a  Kepoblican  Government, 
with  hnndreds  of  millions  of  acres,  which  it 
can  ndther  sell  nor  use,  wonld  grataitooBly  be- 
stow apon  every  oitizeo  that  would  work  it,  as 
mnch  land  as  he  wonld  take.  Bnt  such  are 
not  the  intentions  of  the  opponents  of  this  bill. 
Tme  to  the  maxim  of  "jwmy  ioiie  and  pound 
Jbolith,"  they  adhere  to  the  project  of  making 
revenne  oot  of  land.  They  stick  to  the  mini- 
mum of  11  25,  and  look  to  the  fanners  and 
planters  to  pay  it,  I  say  to  the  farmers  and 
planters :  for  men^ots  and  tradesmen  do  not 
deal  in  land.  It  is  the  farmers  of  the  West 
who  (fe  looked  to  for  these  three  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  and  are  required  to  pny  it 
down  in  advanea  No  credit  for  them.  C?redit 
is  reserved  for  the  importing  merchants.  Fann- 
ers cannot  be  tmsted,  aithon^  the  Govern- 
ment retains  the  land  for  seonn^  until  the  last 
dollar  is  paid,  witJi  a  clanse  of  forfeiture,  both 
of  land  and  mon^,  fin-  non-payment,  even  la 


the  last  Instalment ;  and  has,  at  this  moment, 
many  such  forfdts  in  land,  which,  with  the 
blessing  of  God,  I  will  endeavor  to  make  it 
disgorge  at  the  next  session.  Ko,  sir,  fanners 
cannot  be  trusted,  like  importing  merchants; 
although  one  of  these  nercbauts,  a  great  im- 
porter at  Philadelphia,  has  defrauded  Uie  Treas- 
ury of  eight  hundred  tJionsand  dollars  since  the 
da^  that  I  laid  this  bill  upon  your  table.  Hot 
it  IS  not  enough  that  fanners  must  produce  the 
exports  whioh  bring  in  the  imports  which  fur- 
nish the  Government  with  revenue,  and  that 
these  exports  must  be  raised  from  the  ground 
whioh  is  pud  for  in  advance;  even  tliis  ground 
is  not  to  t>e  sold  fbi  its  f^r  price — i»  not  to  h» 
mid  for  a  prie«  adapted  to  it*  qualitji---hut  is  to 
be  Bntfjeoied  to  an  odious  and  arbitrary  miai- 
fflum,  which  pata  all  qualities,  good  and  bad,  at 
one  uniform  rate.  If  a  farmer  wants  a  quarter 
section,  a^^ining  his  farm,  either  for  the  sake 
of  the  timber  it  bears,  or  for  a  stone  qnarry 
upon  it^  or  Jbr  a  spring  of  good  water,  whi<m 
is  runmng  away,  or  for  some  ten,  twenty,  (x 
fifty  acres  of  good  land  which  it  contain^  and 
is  ready  'to  pay  down  the  actual  value  of  thia 
quarter  section,  it  is  in  vain  that  he  offers  the 
money,  and  applies  to  the  Federal  Government 
for  it.  The  Government  has  bnt  one  prioc^ 
and  is  in  no  necessity  to  selL  It  pays  no  taxes, 
and  levies  as  much  money  as  it  pleases  upon 
the  labor  of  the  farmers,  and  upon  the  tools 
they  work  with,  through  the  tariff  of  duties  in 
the  cnstom-house.  This  frightful  picture,  Ur, 
President,  aeeuis  to  be  incapable  of  at^ravatioo. 
Imagination,  indeed,  could  add  nothing  to  it. 
Fancy  could  color  it  no  higher,  Bnt  look  to 
the  reality,  and  the  climax  continues  to  rise. 
Iron  ia  an  article  of  indispensable  necessity  to 
the  farmer ;  be  cannot  work  the  ground  with- 
out it.  Well,  there  is  iron  ore  in  the  Western 
country— in  ICseouri,  especially,  upon  the  Fed- 
eral lands — and  surely  i^e  Federsl  Government^ 
whioh  exacts  so  much  of  farmers,  will  place 
this  indispensable  article  in  their  hands  up<xi 
the  easiest  terms.  Not  so  the  fact.  The  learn- 
ed eye  of  this  Administration  has  made  dis- 
covery of  these  "ferruginov*  appearaneei," 
and,  straightway,  the  iron  ore  is  locked  np 
from  the  people's  use.  The  President's  procla- 
mation for  the  reaeryation  of  iron  ore  "  i»  broad 
upon  the  face"  of  the  West,  and  I  will  undertake 
to  say,  that  it  ia  the  first  bstanoe  in  the  hiatoiy 
of  the  human  race,  in  whibh  the  people  of  a 
conntry  have  been  interdicted  by  their  own 
Government  from  the  nse  of  the  iron  wluiA 
God  had  placed  among  them. 

But  surely  these  foUies  and  impositions  must 
have  an  end.  Iron,  lead,  and  salt,  must  oeaie 
to  be  ot^ecta  of  Governmental  monoply.  Land 
must  cease  to  be  treated  as  an  ol^ect  of  reve- 
nue. What  Is  sold,  mnst  be  sold  quickly,  and 
at  prices  adapted  to  its  quality.  The  reAue 
should  be  given  to  the  poor.  Gleaning  is  ah- 
borred  of  God  and  man.  The  Hol^  Bcriotnrei 
aboimd  with  injunctions  e^unat  it.  We  ara 
forbid,  "  to  rwfp  ihtJMd  Imea  «Mr"— 
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tAt  hevffit  nfilu  oUm  a  Meend  Mum"—"  topiek 
the  vintt  again" — or,  '*to  aait  eltan  ridaanet 
OfM^AMt  a*  eontan  of  t}t»  land."  TImm  hv 
ocHnniiuidnieDts  of  Dirin*  origin,  atenial  In  dn- 
ntion,  and  nniTeTsal  in  their  appllcatitat.  Thej 
spplj  to  GovemmentB,  bb  tretl  as  to  indiTida- 
«1h;  to  iand,  as  well  u  to  the  fmiU  at  Ou 
land.  And  ehall  this  OovemnieDt  be  «x«i(ipt 
from  their  operatioal  Shall  it  have  no  eyes 
to  sea,  so  ews  to  bear,  no  heart  to  feet,  no  boW«ls 
of  oompasdoD  to  yearn  over  the.iinafortiiiMa  of 
flte  naked  and  hoDselev  t  Shall  it  eontinne  to 
■eD  to  the  last  aoret  filudl  it  go  <hi  to  make 
"«!««•  riddane^'  throogh  all  the  oomcre  (rfthe 
landl  Shall  it  leaTO  not  one  "*iw/'  in  dte 
field,  not  one  "frapt"<m  tbe  rin^  not  one 
"oUm"  on  the  boogh  t  Shall  itBtandasdltarT 
exception  In  the  annala  of  the  world  I  Shall  ^ 
alone,  be  the  flUr  of  what  ev^  othes  nation 
fivai  I  Thronghont  the  globe,  in  all  agee,  and 
among  all  natlong,  land,  the  gin  of  Ood  to  man, 
has  b«ai  the  Bnbjeot  of  gratnitoDs  dona^n. 
We  maj  open  tiie  page  c^aooient  or  of  modem 
hlsttar— we  may  looi  to  the  «jam[der  of  Eing- 
doms  or  of  Bepoblioa — ^we  m^  go  to  OhrisliBna, 
J«m^  or  Mahometans — we  may  take  in  the  ez- 
tiemee  of  time,  and  embraoe  the  entire  drooto- 
ftranoe  of  the  ^obe — we  may  travena  this 
continent,  from  Hndaon'g  Bay  to  Tierra  de) 
Fnego — ^we  m^  deaoend  to  the  andpodee,  to 
the  Persians,  whoee  fbet  stand  oppoged  to  onr 
own— ve  may  go  to  tlie  thrones  of  Darins  and 
Artaxerzes.  to  the  snooeseon  of  Tamas  Konli 
Eban— and  everywhere  (save  in  these  United 
States)  we  shall  And  i-aiid,  the  gift  of  God  to 
man,  bestowed  by  Hie  OoTemOTs  of  the  earth, 
aooordiog  to  bis  bonntifU  int«nli(Hia,  npon  tlkose 


to  Tindioate  ita  reputation  fh>m  the  odinm 
tUs  solitary  ezceptioD.  J  owe  it  to  the  preatmt 
generation  to  telt  that  the  present  land  system 
grew  op  is  unhappy  times— limee  whui  0» 
ibnding-system-men  were  lords  of  the  aaeend- 
mt— when  two  and  six-penoe,  by  a  rote  of  Oon- 
grees,  wss  changed  into  twenty  shillings— whnt 
tiiree  millions  of  aotoal  debt  was  eonverted 
into  five  and  twenty  nuUions]  Bnt  the  tine 
has  gone  ^  for  these  things  to  be  done,  or 
endured.  'Hie  day  has  passed  by  when  speon- 
lators  in  scddiera*  oertifioatee  are  to  be  the  mas- 
ters of  legialatton.  Bdfiah  oalcnlations  can  no 
iMiger  iotntde  into  thb  Chamber.  I  addrees 
mraelf  to  Benati»s  who  locric  la  the  interests 
Of  the  States  from  which  they  oome,  and  to  the 
wel&re  of  the  Oonfederation,  of  whidi  Ihey  are 
the  Ooonoil,  I  addreea  myself  to  men  who  bare 
beads  to  think,  hearts  to  feel,  minds  to  will 
and  ootutitntdonal  power  to  act.  Vrota  enoh  I 
wUl  not  despair  of  snooees ;  for  I  know  the 
minds  of  many.  I  know  that  the  prindplea  of 
Ihia  bill,  under  some  modifioation,  will  soon 
prevdl ;  that  the  pnblia  lands  will  soon  dther 
be  transftrred,  npon  eqnitable  terms,  to  the 
States  in  which  they  lie,  ot  divided  into  claaaee ; 
the  first  to  be  sold  out  for  the  payment  of  the 
pnblio  debt;   the  second  to  bo  given  to  the 


States  fiH- the  pi 
Btrootion  of  roads  and  canals^  and  fbr  gratoitaaa 
dinrUxition  amotw  tbe  poor.  I  address  mysrif 
to  Senatms  who  f  know  to  be  intent  on  great 
ottjeots— apoa  tiie  release  ai  the  new  States 
from  their  oondition  of  t«BaiitB  to  the  Federal 
Oovenment— on  Qm  p^qrmeiit  of  tbe  pnUie 
debt— and  on  the  retisicm  of  the  tariff:  &  ren- 
sion  to  I>e  made,  not  fi>r  the  porpoae  of  ad^tJOB, 
bat  of  reduction;  for  the  reondian  of  oa>»4iau 
—the  rednotton  of  the  ten  mttliona  now  ahaoab- 
ed  in  the  rinkiwftind:  arevirion  wUoh  will 
giro  to  the  Legiuator  tb*  gratoftd  taakof  lift- 
ing  the  dutiea  from  neoeaaaiie^  and  leaTing  then 
npon  Inxoriea,  and  apon  artldea  which  '"^"tn^ 
with  the  pnnoitB  of  our  own  indnMrjr. 

Hr.  Baktok  rose,  and  said :  In  tlus  remnant 
of  an  afternoon,  at  this  protraeted  period  trftho 
eesrion,  with  such  a  mas*  of  btuineMi,  in  which 


,«ne<iallyasitiathe 
aTowed  intontton  of  my  odlleMnie,  and  of  th» 
Sanabns,  not  to  act  npcm  this  t^  St  tlte  ^reeait 
session  of  Oongreea,  Bo^  aaid  Ur.  B.,  it  is  atj 
intentimi  to  make  a  brief  i^y  to  that  part  at 
my  oolleagne's  neeoh  tliat  does  not  rslato  to 
any  bnslneae  betbre  the  Senate,  to  whitdt  ho 
lias  indulged  in  aneh  eztraordinary  and  nn- 
■    ■  iniof  the^ 


adulged  i 


of  the  Qenwal  OoTenunvit,  both  pint  and 
present.  tepedaUj  to  that  part  of  tbe  q>eedi 
reapeoluig  the  reaerva&ma  ot  SaUnee  and  Lead 
Mines,  by  the  QoTemmeut  of  the  United  States 
and  to  the  adminiabation  of  the  laws  in.  relataon 
to  them,  by  the  Executive  Inwidi  of  this  Qov^ 


True,  these  snUects  are  not  before  tiie  8«aiata 
at  preeent ;  but  the  speech  having  been  origi- 


y  detlvwed.    I  a 


1  hsr«  dauned 


howevw,  if  the  ipooch,  o) 

_  ._ter  thestn^ofmanymon 

ividentiy  fbe  product  of  moch  labw,  h 
nshered  upon  us  at  an  eailier  period,  and  not 
held  bade  until  the  hurried  soese  of  ftdoeiBg 
sesdon  of  Oongroas,  as  if  by  design  to  prevent 
reply,  and  then  sent  forth  among  the  peopde, 
with  certain  long  rqiorta  never  oallod  iq>  fv 
oondderation,  nnanawered. 

The  Oommtttee  <at  Fublio  I^nds  agreed  to 
report  the  hill  to  sothoriM  the  sale  or  the  re- 
served Salt  Springs  of  the  United  States  inMia- 
sonri,  to  be  passed,  if  the  Senate  diould  think 
[iroper,  deeming  it  wholly  nnneoeaeaiy  to  eon- 
tanue  the  laws  reserving  'Uiem  from  aalo  as 
other  lands. 

After  all  the  detdamaticos  which  the  £eaato 
has  just  heard  about  the  mysterious  nrtoeis 
and  the  indispensable  neoestity  of  salt  to  man, 
and  about  tbe  neartleas  tyranny  of  maklna  aodi 
reservations  by  tbe  United  States,  the  Swt  is 
that  the  Unlt«d  States  in  their  oompnot  with 
Mleeouii,  have  granted  twelve  of  the  beat  Salt 
Springs  m  the  State,  to  be  selected  by  hera^; 
and  the  remaining  ooe*  are  not  v<wth  beijog 
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difltiDgtiislMd  from  the  hum  of  the  public 
lands. 

The  wAot  of  aalt  oan  nerer  be  felt,  in  Uueonri, 
<m  aoooont  of  the  monopoly  of  QoTenunent ; 
hat  toaij  be  rendered  ta  ptentj  and  cheap  as 
tlie  wood  in  our  foreata  or  the  gran  in  onr  pru- 
riw,  vhenerer  the  people  of  tlijtt  oonntrj  shall 
find  an  inditoeinent  to  nunnfactore  that  article. 

The  oonntiT  aboonda  in  aalt  irat«ra,  (acmie  of 
them,  mj  ooUeagqe  baa  told  70a,  la^  enon^ 
to  torn  mills,)  and  Heaven  has  giTen  na  mnoh 
better  seoority  fcM' the  ttrttole  thm  the  bill  iqion 
thia  Botject  oan  do. 

With  regard  to  the  other  bilL  not  before  the 
Senate,  which  fbrma  a  part  of  the  aabiect  of 
the  speech  to  ant^orize  the  aale  of  the  United 
BUtea  reserved  lead  mines,  the  committee  en- 
tertained a  different  opinion  of  the  propriety  of 
throwing  them  into  market  at  the  present  time, 
with  the  fweaeat  infiirmatiMi  of  their  aitoatJon 
and  probable  Toloe,  posseased  by  the  pet^le  of 
ttie  United  Btates,  tbeir  common  ownera,  and 
inertmcted  me  to  move  the  iodcAnite  postpone- 
ment of  that  bill,  when  it  ahotdd  lie  taken  op 
for  oonaideradon.  I  oononrred  with  the  com- 
mittee in  that  opimon.  WhatistbentDationcf 
the  people  of  the  new  Weatem  Stateat  Are 
fhej  prepared  to  enter  the  market  to  porohase 
the  lead  mineaof  Miaaouit  Everv  man  knows 
tiiat  those  people  are  immersed  m  debt^  con- 
tracted in  the  porohaae,  and  die  orer-pnrohase 
of  the  poblio  lands. 

From  the  year  1630  to  the  preacmt  aearion, 
appllcatioiis  have  been  made  bj  them  for  relief 
froni  those  embarraasments.  That  relief  has 
beenRrant«d  bj  that  Government  which  wehave 

{nst  heard  denoonced  for  ita  grinding,  heart- 
eat  trrann;,  with  a  lenitj  and  kindness  more 
oharaoteristic  of  an  indolg^t  parent  than  of  an 
on&eling  tTrent  Are  thoae  people  to  whom 
we  have  extended  relief  and  renusnon  at  this 
Tery  seanon,  now  prepared  to  compete  wilii 
the  money-holders  and  roecolators,  in  the  pnr- 
chase  of  the  lead  mines  t  The  inevitable  con- 
aeqnenoa  of  snoh  a  ootnpetUaon  must  be  that  the 
Doinea  wonld  be  monoixdiced  hj  a  few  oompa- 
niea  of  moneyed  speouutors,  while  the  body  of 
the  oonntry  are  borne  down  by  the  debt*  con- 
tracted for  the  landa  they  live  on— debts  en- 
iMUiced  Qpon  them  by  the  former  cnpidilj  of 
Uhmo  same  moneyed  q»eonlatora.  Were  tlie 
iatereats  of  Miasonri  alone  to  he  oonsldered,  it 
Is  enrely  not  the  time  to  urm  upon  the  United 
Btate*  the  sale  of  the  lead  mmOa. 

Snt  we  have  ahigher  dn^  to  perfDrm,  and  a 
larger  oltject  to  consider,  than  tiie  anrnKwed 
looal  advantage  (tf  the  few  people  of  the  tfnited 
States,  who  now  inhaUt  ICsaonrL  , 

Tboee  mines  are  the  otmiroon  ptoperty  of  all 
these  United  Statea ;  all  are  eqiully  interested 
In  them,  and  eqnal^  entitled  to  foil  and  f^ 
information  of  their  sitoation,  valne,  and  what- 
ever else  may  conduce  to  ft  fair  and  equal  dia- 
podtion  of  them.  They  were  pnrchased  with 
tiie  money  of  all ;  and  &e  amall  nmnber  of  the 
<XWmoB  ownera  who  have  nnoe  migrated  to 
Td-VHL— »r 


wonld  be  to  throw  them  into  the  handa  of  a 
few  United  States  ofBoeie,  and  other  money- 
hdlders — especially  holders  of  pnblio  money — 
to  the  axolosion  of  the  irreat  body  of  the  people 
of  that  coontry.  It  will  tie  time  enough  to  sell 
onr  lead  mines  hereafter. 

^Me  reaervationa,  however,  have  been  made, 
by  i^  eolleaga^  the  snbject  of  the  most  nn- 
qoalified  dennnciation  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  the  pretext  for 
a  most  diaengenQooB  attempt  to  disoffect  the 
people  of  Miwonri  towards  the  Ezecntive  ad- 
miniatratioa  of  that  Government,  both  part  and 
present 

I  declare,  it  ia  my  solemn  conviction,  (jr,  that 
whatever  of  excitement  exists  in  Miwonri,  or 
among  tlie  people  of  the  West,  either  npon  the 
mbject  of  OQT  public  land  system,  or  of  the  res- 
ervaticns  of  onr  lines  and  salines,  did  not  orig- 
inate there  among  the  people  themselves,  bnt 
originated  hare  where  most  other  popnlar  emte- 
menta  in  the  United  States  are  got  np  of  late 
^ears,  in  tbeee  halls,  when  they  are  degraded 
mtoj  what  we  have  heard  so  mnoh  of  at  this 
session,  a  mere  "  electioneering  stump,"  from 
which  to  harangne  and  mislead  the  pnbUa 
mind,  to  promote  the  views  of  the  deolaimer. 

I  too,  Mr.  President,  deprecate  the  idea  of 
the  United  States  ultimately  holding  and  lea^nf 
ont,  to  a  band  of  tenantry,  the  great  mineral 
district  in  Misaouii, 

That  ia  neither  their  interest  nor  their  inten- 
tjon.  I  too  believe  it  is  as  nnwise  in  a  Repnb- 
iic  as  in  a  Monarch  j,  for  the  Government  to  en- 
gage in  thoee  schemes  of  money-making,  which 
sbonld  be  left  to  individaal  enterprise. 

The  propceition  to  sell  those  mines  was  here- 
tofbre  before  the  Senate,  and  they  thought 
then,  aa  the  committee  think  now,  that  a  more 
genwal  circolation  of  information  respecting 
these  mining  districts  shonld  first  be  hod; 
otherwise,  instead  of  inviting  popnlation,  indna- 

a,  and  capital,  to  the  oonntry,  the  mines  wonld 
into  the  hands  of  a  oomparative  few,  who 
wonld  be  nnable  to  work  them  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  pnblio ;  and  they  wonld  lie  almost 
as  unknown  and  nnprodnctive  as  they  were 
under  the  Provincial  Government  of  Bpain. 

At  a  former  session.  I  submitted  a  proposi- 
tion to  inquire  into  tne  expediency  or  sdling 
the  lead  mines;  bnt  it  was  evident  that  the 
Senate  thought  more  general  information  re- 
specting thnu  an  i&di^«nsable  pA-reqoifdte  to 
any  legidation  npon  the  subject,  and  I  solnult- 
ted  to  that  known  opbii<m. 

'Within  a  few  years  past,  the  two  last  Ad- 
ministrationB  have  turned  theu  attention  to  die 

ibjec^  and  much  information  has  been  obtaln- 

L  We  have  already  a  valuable  report  from 
the  agent  employed  by  the  United  Statu,  in  the 
minem  districts  of  JUinois  and  Missouri ;  and,  I 
presume,  the  information  contained  in  that  re- 
port, hM  been  duly  circulated  by  the  members 
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of  Congress  amoDg  their  oonetitneDla.  Vore 
will  be  obbdoed  uid  ciToolated.  And  I  ven- 
ture to  predict  tiiot,  by  the  time  the  people  of 
the  new  Western  States  eball  have  cisenihu'- 
rused  themselves,  and  prepared  to  enter  the 
iniuket,  the  United  Bt»tee  will  have  obtaiued 
■neb  information  as  to  enable  them  to  dispoee 
of  their  lead  minea  with  equal  Jnstice  to  all  oon- 
.  cemed. 

Bat  (be  State  of  IGssonri  baa  been  depicted 
b;  m;  coUeagae  >s  araaiilag  imder  a  kind  of 
military  despotism,  becanse  the  two  last  Ad- 
ministrati'ins  have  emplojed  a  sdeDtifio  gentle- 
man who  happens  to  oe  an  officer  in  our  little 
armj,  and  served  the  ootintry  IhroDgh  the  last 
war,  to  eiplore  those  mining  districts,  and  give 
to  onr  cittieiiB  Incipient  leases,  subject  to  ratifl- 
oetjon  by  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  1 

This  is  pronounced  an  onconstitationol  nsnr- 
pation  of  power  in  violation  of  the  rights  and 
sovereignty  of  the  State.  Sow,  the  whole  mat- 
ter is  nmply  this :  By  an  act  of  Congress,  of 
the  year  1807,  the  President  la  aathorized  to 
lease  lead  mines.  That  law  received  apractical 
oonstruction  soon  after  ita  adoption,  and  has 
been  carried  into  execatioo,  occasionally,  by 
every  Administration  since  that  time.  No  man 
can  snppoae  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  onr 
country  ia  bonnd,  imder  that  law,  to  go  in  per- 
son, to  Illinois  and  Miaaoori — explore  the  public 
mineral  lands,  make  contracts  with  the  miners 
for  working  them,  and  execute  the  necessary 
writings  for  thoee  purposes.  An  agency  of 
some  kind  mnst  be  employed  between  the  resi- 
dent and  the  lessees.  Under  a  former  Admin- 
istration, the  Recorder  of  Land  Titles,  at  Bt 
Lonis,  was  so  employed, 

8nch  having  been  the  known  oonstmdion 
and  practice,  and  years  having  elapsed  wlthoot 
any  alteration,  amendment,  or  repeal  of  the  law, 
the  late  President  Monroe,  or  the  proper  De- 
partment under  bim,  deemed  it  a  antj  to  pot 
that  law  into  eiecntion,  upon  application  for 
Bach  leases,  and,  accordingly,  employed  the 
present  agent  in  that  eervioe. 

The  present  Execntive  has  had  no  other 
agency  m  the  leasing  of  the  public  lead  minea, 
than  to  oonfinoe  a  syvtem  which  he  found  in 
operation  when  he  came  into  office. 

Althoagh  I  do  Dot  expect  much  pecmdary 
advantage  to  the  United  States  from  these  leases, 
yet  I  do  anticipate  much  advantage  &om  the 
information  to  be  obtained  by  the  agent.  It 
'  will  give  satisfaction  to  the  oUier  States  upon 
the  suliject  of  the  mines,  and  it  is  manifest  uiat 
they  deem  that  aa  indispensable  pre-requiate 
to  a  final  disposition  of  them. 

The  reservations  of  salines  and  lead  mines 
bavins  been  made  by  law,  I  cannot  compre- 
hend now  that  should  be  a  cause  of  censure  of 
the  Executive  ofBoera  of  our  Government  If 
the  law  be  wrong,  repeal  it  and  not  denounce 
the  department  bound  to  observe,  and  execute 
it  so  long  as  it  shall  remain  in  force.  If  the 
law  be  doubtful  or  defective,  explain,  or  amend 
1^  and  not  attempt  to  rouse  the  fedings  of  the 


West  against  onr  Qov«nuoent,  no  matter  w1m> 
may  compose  the  Executive  Department  for  the 
time  being. 

So  lon^  as  the  act  of  1807,  with  the  praetiMl 
construction  of  it  by  the  O^erai  Government 
shall  remain,  so  long  wiU  each  auccesnvo  Ad^ 
ministration  feel  bound  to  grant  leasea  to  aqy 
qualified  citizen  who  may  apply,  whaterer  m^ 
be  thought  of  the  wisdom  ol  the  law. 

The  most  aingalBr  and  far-sought  tofia  of 
denunciation  of  the  prcwat  Acteiinistratitm, 
which  my  colleague  haa  ffisoovered,  ia  the  late 

Erodamtdion  of  the  Preddmt,  for  the  sale  ti 
inds,  in  June  next,  at  Jackaon,  in  the  Gme 
Girardeau  District,  in  MisBoori,  which  mj  cw- 


the  beet  quality.  There  Is  a  chun  of  lit& 
mountains,  perhaps  a  hundred  feet  above  th« 
surrounding  country,  ranning  between  the  wa- 
ters of  SL  Francois  and  those  of  the  Kerrimao 
River,  full  of  this  ore.  One  section  of  tfacM 
monntaina,  popularly  denominated  "  Tbe  Irtm 
Mountain,"  u  almost  a  solid  mass  of  ore,  yidd- 
in^  about  aeventy-five  per  cent  of  iron.  Tbwe 
is  iron  enough  inthat  oistiM  topaveit,  if  into 
and  capital  were  there  to  manoftctDre  tha  cm. 
The  Prendent  bae  tboof^t  proper  not  to  phiM 
all  this  district  in  the  maAet  at  the  same  tune ; 
but  1»  the  exercise  of  the  diaoretion  gJTCn  hW 
by  law,  haa  reserved  f^om  Immediato  sale  a 
number  of  alternate  aections;  and  this  ia  de- 
nounced aa  a  usurpation  of  power— a  riwuia- 
tdon  without  law  I 

I  do  not  stand  here,  Mr.  Pretadent,  to  dttati 
the  AdministrattoDj  nor  do  I  believe  it  stands 
in  any  need  of  bemg  propped  up.  I  do  not 
know  who  haa  the  honor  of  being  the  author 
of  the  prodamation  in  question,  whether  tiie 
President,  the  Secretary  c^  the  Treasn^,  wtba 
Commiadinier  of  the  General  Land  Offioe,  bot  I 
will  not  pay  so  poor  a  compliment  to  the  ecm- 
mon  sense  end  common  candor  of  the  pec^  of 
Missouri,  aa  to  suppose  that  they  can  eitiicr 
misunderstand  or  diaapprove  of  so  jadicioua  an 
exercise  o£  the  diacretion  given  by  oar  laws  to 
our  Execntive,  with  r^ard  to  the  ttsM  wil«i 
any  particular  portion  of  the  pubbo  lands,  an- 
thorued  to  be  sold,  shall  be  exposed  to  sale. 
The  eierdse  of  this  legal  discretion  has  been 
represented  on  thia  floor  as  a  new  class  of  rea- 
ervationsi  ae  absolote  as  those  made  by  oar 
lawa,  efteoted  by  the  nsorpatioa  of  powar. 

I  posKW,  lax,  no  information,  from  eitfaer  of 
the  officers  mentioned,  of  the  reason  for  ^a 
manner  of  selling  the  lands  to  which  the  procla- 
mation applies ;  but  it  is  the  manifest  interest 
of  Missoui),  and  right  of  tbe  other  States  owa- 
ing  thia  common  property,  that  an  opportoni^ 
ahould  be  given  to  their  citizens  who  will  b«n- 
after  migrate  to  that  countiy,  to  become  i»o- 
prietors  of  that  valuable  ore,  and  manufltetam. 
Let  a  portion  of  it  become  private  proper^ 
now,  and  its  value  be  developed  to  the  Unim, 
and  let  them  have  a  portion  of  it  within  their 
reach,  wh«n  they  shall  be  tempted  to  migrate; 
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and  not  pnt  in  the  power  of  a  few  o^italists 
at  oaoe  to  select  and  monopolize  the  most  tbI- 
nable  beds  of  ore,  and  tbe  timbar,  coal,  and 
water  power  necesear?  to  ila  mannfactDreL 

Thw  ooTirs*,  I  believe,  sir,  to  be  the  com- 
bined interest  of  aU ;  and  thia,  I  think  it  reason- 
able to  presnme,  was  one  of  the  molJTefl  of  the 
Xzecntive  in  this  exercise  of  a  discretion  which 
we  have  tbooght  proper  to  vast  In  him  bj 
law. 

iLy  ooU«Ague  has  made  the  extraordinary 
deolarstioos  to  this  Soiate  that  the  miseriee  of 
the  West  were  owing  to  tlie  mal-administratdon 
of  the  Government  of  tfas  Union — that  the 
'Western  Bants  were  broken  down  bjt  the  par- 
.  tialitj  and  favor  of  oar  General  Government 
towEU^  the  Banks  in  the  Atlantic  States ;  and 
In  the  extravagance  of  his  criminatioiis  be  has 
compared  the  operation  of  the  Federal  Admin- 
istration npon  the  West  to  the  operation  of  a 
Bteam  engine  crashing  the  homan  body,  and 
still  moving  on,  insensible  of  tbe  miserj'  it  in- 
flicts on  the  victims  and  rewdlew  of  the  agonj 
of  his"wif«,  children, land  friends,"  Snoh,  mt, 
are  not  the  feelings  of  the  West.  That  portion 
of  the  Union  baa  certainly  felt  the  common 
prMsnrca  of  the  tdmes ;  bnt  the  General  Gov- 
ernment baa  gone  TK  to  alleviate  their  snffer- 
inga,  has  almost  fin^ven  their  debts,  and  gen- 
eronJitj  saved  them  from  their  own  extrava- 
gance and  foUj.  The  West  certainly  has  felt 
the  privation  ot  a  new  country ;  bnt  they  are 
mbstantially  rioh,  proonring  all  tbe  neoesaaries 
of  life  with  mnoh  leas  labor  than  Uieir  brethren ' 
of  the  Atlantic  States  do. 

I  will  speak  fbr  the  people  of  UssonrL 
They  are  not  disaffected  towards  the  Govern- 
ment of  tbe  Union ;  and  no  one  acquainted  with 
my  colleagae  will  suppose  I  mean  Aim,  when 
I  say,  if  we  had  amoog  ns  a  man  endowed  by 
nature  with  all  the  great  qnalitiea  neoeeaary 
to  constitnte  a  SQCoesafol  tbaitob — even  he 
oonld  not  disoffect  the  population  of  Mts- 
■onri  towarda  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

In  oonoInMon,  Hr.  President,  I  will  observe 
that  hereafter,  ahonld  a  snitable  opportunity  he 
preaented,  I  will  attempt  te  show  tbat  this  bill 
"  to  graduate  the  price  of  public  lands,"  or,  in 
other  words,  to  destroy,  by  indirect  means,  the 
sonnd  and  aalntary  land  system  of  the  Unit«d 
States,  nnder  wbidi  snch  States  as  Ohio  have 
«>nug  into  existence  within  onr  own  recollec- 
tion, with  scarcely  a  dispnto  about  any  man's 
title  to  his  homiL  Is  a  compound  of  election- 
eering and  speculation.  At  this  late  hour  of 
tbe  &y  and  of  the  session,  with  snch  a  mass 
of  IhUs  before  the  Senate,  npon  which  the 
right  of  so  many  depend,  I  will  not  follow 
the  example  set  me  by  infiicting  npon  this 
honorable  body  a  studied,  populantjr^unting, 
Benatfr^istresfling  harangne. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Babtoit,  the  bUl  wm  then 
laid  on  Oio  Uble. 


[Snu 


Weoksssat,  May  IT. 
PmitaUiary  /or  eA«  DUtricL 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  "  to  provide 
for  erecting  a  Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  for  other  porposes." 

Considerable  debate  ensued  on  this  bill, 
which  was  supported  by  Uesra^  Eatoh,  Ohah- 
nnts,  KowAN,  and  WoonsuBr,  and  opposed  by 
Ifessrs.  Bandolpb,  Houob,  Oeabuxb,  QATXt, 
and  Maoon. 

Ur.  Randolph  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table ;  which  was  decided  in  the  n^ative—- 
ayes  10,  noes  18. 

Vr.  Ohamdlbb  then  moved,  to  strike  ont  all 
that  part  which  has  reference  to  a  Penitentiary. 
The  motion  ^d  not  prevail 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  decided,  in  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  n^s,  as  follows  I 

TiAB. — Hesns.  BArton,  Boultgny,  Chamberi, 
Chase,  Diokersou,  Eaton,  Zdwards,  FtndUy,  Harri- 
son, Hendrldta,  Johnston  ef  Louisiuia,  Kane, 
Uoyd,  Harin,  Kobte,  Ftck^is,  Bovui,  Boggles, 
aaoford,  Sndth,  White,  Woodbury— 22. 

Nats. — Measts.  Benton,  Biandi,  Chandler,  Har- 
per, Hsyne,  Holmes,  Kaoon,  Bandolpla,  Bobbins, 
Taiewelf,  WiUl>ms->ll. 

Thubsdat,  Hay  18. 
I^lieLtMndt. 

Ur,  JoBXBToir.  of  Louisiana,  sabmitted  tbe 
feUowing  reeolntion : 

Sttelvid,  That  tha  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  it  the  next  ns- 
sioD,  a  statement  of  the  qasnUty  of  public  Itnd,  In 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  snd  tbe  State  of  Misalssippl, 
distinguished  bto  flrat,  second,  and  third  rate 
qnalitTes,  accompaaied  by  a  general  estimate  of  the 
proportion  of  phis  hills,  snamp,  prairie,  and  other 
taods  St  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  cotton ; 
with  BQch  plans  and  topographical  and  descriptive 
remarks  as  he  may  deem  proper  to  a  fuU  ex[una- 
tion  of  the  sul^ect. 

Some  information  being  asked  fbr,  as  to  the 
object  of  this  resolution,  and  as  to  the  expense 
and  difficulty  of  obtaining  tbe  information  re- 
quired— 

Vr.  JoHHnoir  said,  his  otiject  tn  oaring  the 
resolntion,  was,  to  obtain  information  rebtive 
to  the  quality  of  the  public  lands  is  Looisiaiis, 
in  order  to  he  able  to  exhibit  at  the  next  see- 
rion,  a  correct  view  of  the  interest  which  the 
Government  had  in  the  soil  of  that  State,  It 
would  appear  satisfactorily  to  Congreea,  that 
nine-t«nths  of  tbe  land  might  be  surrendered 
at  once  to  the  local  Government  withont  any 
sacriflce ;  nay,  that  it  wonld  be  wise  to  do  ao. 
The  other  tenth  being  adqited  to  cultivation  ot 
sugar  and  cotton,  might  be  surveyed  and  sold  at 
once  npon  such  terms  as  Congress  might  devise^ 
if  they  should  determine  not  to  cede  them  to 
the  State.  This  resolution  connected  ita^  witlt 
the  bill  introdnoed  by  tbe  gentleman  from  lOs- 
Bouri,  (Ur.  Banrotr,)  relative  to  graduating  tbe 
price  of  the  public  lands.    That  bill  would  in 
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■11  probftbili^  ]e»A  to  lome  deddve  oonne  on 
the  psrt  of  me  GoTemment  u  regarded  the 
public  luid&  Yiriooa  vieira  were  entertuned 
on  this  BabJMt,  and  diSbrant  plaiM  bad  been 
propoeed.  Some  had  lovpoaed  that  theT^ihould 
beffiven  totheSUtoa;  ounra,  that  the  [wloe  at 
wUoh  the7  were  held  ihoold  be  ebaoged;  and 
otben  agaii),  Qiat  the^  ahonld  be  ^adnated, 
and  that  the  price  lAimli'  *  "-•-'-'•  — — 
th^  had  been  ezpOMd  to 
Kr.  J.  said,  they  had  been 
from  the  Oeneral  Government,  after  the  moet 
perMTering  effbrta,  anj  dedrion  on  the  large 
d^ini  to  uud  In  LonkUna.  They  had  bem 
auahle  to  obtain  k  tamj  d  the  public  landa ; 
thej  were  onaUcL  otxueqnentlj,  to  bring  them 
to  market,  or  to  haMen  the  wttlement  ot  the 
eotrntrr,  whioh,  Ifr.  J.  said,  remained  aa  it  did  30 
Teen  ago,  with  theexoqrttonof^nalnral  ti>> 
creaM  at  its  population.  His  oUeet  was  t» 
oonneot  thia  reMlntion  with  the  before-men- 
tioned Mil.  There  would  be  also,  he  nnder- 
■tood.  a  propoBitlon  Bnbmitted,  to  ascertain 
vhetiier  Congress  were  diapoeed  to  aDrroider 
the  landa  to  the  States  or  not.  Mr.  J.  said  it 
WM  impoftant  for  him  as  the  RepresentaUre 
at  tiiat  State,  to  be  able  to  laf  an  exact  view 
of  the  snt^eot  before  OMtgreaa  to  direct  theb 
legielatdon. 

An  idea  waa  preTsIent  Out  LoolBana  oon- 
tained  mneh  Talnable  land ;  henoa  aroae  the  dif- 
flooltr  at  procnring  a  datMoa  on  tht  daima 
which  were  set  np  to  porticos  of  them,  and 
beooe  also  arose  the  difflonlt  J  In  bringing  them  to 
market;  Ibe  interest  of  the  OoTemment  In 
these  lands,  Ur,  J.  said,  was  vtrj  ineootiderable, 


peases  whloh  the  Goremment  inenrred 
wesmt  nstem  of  snrrejring  and  selling  the  lands. 
When,  tnet^ore,  the  iofbrmalion  which  he  had 
called  for,  should  be  obtuned,  the  Qovernment 
would  see  the  valne  of  t^ese  lands,  and  would 
be  able  to  decide  upon  the  ntdlity  of  holding 
them  any  longer,  or  whether  it  wunld  not  be 
better  to  Boiruider  them  at  onoe.  There  were 
ViMBj  political  reasons  why  ttds  Ooremment 
shomd  not  bold  any  ridits  of  propartj  or  Jnris- 
diotionoTMrtbeaoil;  but,  Ur.  J.  e^  this  Gov- 
eminent  was  at  too  gr«at  a  distance  from  the 
oonntrj  governed,  to  govern  it  wisely  or  effl- 
dentlj,  either  for  the  mtereat  of  this  Qovem- 
Btent,  or  of  that  country. 

There  would  be  no  difficulty  at  all  in  making 
the  rtfiort;  the  country  divides  itself  idto  four 
parts— the  pine  dlgtriot,  th»  lov  land*,  (As  proi- 
rit,  and  cultivable  land.  They  lie  in  three  great 
districts,  and  it  would  almost  be  possible  to  as- 
certain them  on  the  map ;  but  there  wen  sor- 
Tsyora  on  the  spot,  who  were  aoquunted  with 
■11  the  localities,  and  who  could  mue  a  good  re- 
port on  the  Butijeot.  It  was  very  important  to 
n&ve  thia  report.  Ur.  J.  hoped,  therefore,  the 
(«aoliuioa  would  be  oonoorred  in. 


Ur.  Eds  objected  to  the  retdation  on  tb« 
grouid  oi  the  impoasibiliitT  of  cfieoting  the  ob- 
ject embraced  by  it.  Tne  Secretary  ctf  tlta 
Ireasnry  had  no  powble  means  of  obtaitdng  the 
inftomatlon  called  fbr;  It  would  coat  twen^ 
tbooiand  ddlats  to  emplcnr  individnala  to  ex- 
amine the  conntry,  and  make  socb  %  mport  m 
was  leqidred  by  the  residation ;  and,  even  if  tt 
could  be  obtained,  it  waa  a  question  wlietlMt 
any  good  would  be  derived  from  it.  It  wooU 
have  no  afl^  on  tiia  Ull  to  sradoate  ttie^ieo 
ctf  public  lands.  Ur.  E.  said  he  was  not  vimng^ 
therefore,  to  embamss  die  Dqiartmant,  and  to 
incur  anemnseinendsavtmngtoefibctnaolK 
jeot,  which,  if  it  were  sncoe^tal,  could  not  be  c< 
any  use.  Ur.  E.  expreeaed  hh  (^nnion  tiiat  it 
would  be  more  advantageous  if  the  pnbUo  lands 
were  vested  in  die  several  Statesi  Itwooldba 
inor«  beneficial  to  the  eoontiy  genovlly.  The 
expenses  of  surveying  and  other  eneneei,  awit 
lowed  up  the  imioeett  of  the  lands,  while  As 
States  were  drained  of  the  little  moDoy-  titqy 
had.  He  waa  aoffidently  aoqaaJnted  -with  tte 
nature  of  the  public  lands  hi  the  Sontben 
States,  to  come  to  the  awoloslon  that  it  was  im- 
practioable  to  get  anv  cwrect  infiwrnation  on 
tbe  snl^ect  embraeed  by  the  reaolntion  wiUioat 
very  graat  expense. 

Mr.  Yah  Biraxa  aaid,  if  the  resolution  ow- 
templated  a  sorvey  only,  it  mi^t  be  a  qaoetiaH 
wbrther  the  object  would  be  wwth  it-  but 
there  was  no  ejection  to  it— «b  it  ooold  be 


(rf  essential  ad- 
vantage. The  sntjeot  of  the  pnblio  lands  was 
beciHning  daily  nn^e  f-''^  more  intera ' ' 

would  oocnpy  mnoh  tdme  in  tegislatiw 

tended  tbe  patronage  of  the  Oovemment  over 
these  Ststea  to  •  grMt  extent;  it  subjected  the 
States  in  whioh  thoae  lands  were  situated,  to 
ta  unwise  and  nnint>fitable  dependenee  on  the 
Federal  GovemmenL  Ur.  Y.  B.  said  he  should 
vote  for  every  call  on  that  snlgect,  to  enabts 
them  at  some  future  d^to  act  DudeiBtaodingly 
on  it.  No  man  could  render  the  country  a 
greater  servioe  than  he  who  should  devise  sobs 
plan  by  whioh  the  United  States'  mi^t  be  i» 
lieved  from  the  ownership  ot  tUs  propwty,  itf 

._.._, :._     r, "-  -efSr.pnr 

tea  in  whii 

thc^  stood,  on  some  just  and  equitable  tenn^is 
reU»d  to  the  other  Slatca  ot  the  Conibden^. 
He  hoped  that,  after  having  full  infoimatitm  sa 
the  anUeot,  thvy  would  be  able  to  eflbct  that 
great  object  Be  believed  that  if  IIiobb  lands 
■    ' -         '  Ststtf 

view  he  was  willing  not  only  to  vote,  hot  bs 
should  be  solidtouB  to  get  inframaliou  oo  tlie 
sot^eot  of  the  pnblio  lands  generally,  thon^  be 
should  not  be  willing  to  encourage  addiboosl 

The  reaolotion  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Tacewxll,  leave  of  shMnet 
was  granted  to  Ur.  EiODOifH  for  the  residna 
of  the  acsaion. 
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Mr,  Xonroe't  Aeamntt. 

On  iiioti<»i  ot  Ur.  Warn,  the  Senate  took  op 
the  bin  for  the  r^ef  of  Jaiuea  Uooroe,  aod  the 
mustioo  being  aa  the  amendment  iwopoeed  bj 
fiie  Committee  of  the  Senate,  to  atme  ont  the 
■nm  allowed  bj  tiw  bill  from  the  Honae,  and  in- 
Mrt  '*t8S,51S,)n  fbU  of  all  demands  agtunat  the 
Vnited  Btaten," 

Hr.  Tmn  (Obairmaiiof  the  Select  Committee 
to  -vhom  the  bill  had  been  ra&rredj  entered  at 
luge  into  the  raasone  whieb  had  mdnced  the 
committee  to  propose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Hasbuok  moTed  to  amend  the  amend- 
maut^  so  as  to  iDolode  interest  on  the  ontflt 
from  the  time  Mr.  Monroe  woa  emplojed  on  the 
misnon  in  1808,  till  the  time  the  onlfit  was 
paid. 

Considerable  disonssion  enaoed,  in  whioh 
Jfenra,  Buth,  OBumLan,  Habbuoh,  Hduos. 
Tazewxix,  Bathx,  and  Mjkooir,  took  part ;  and 
3b.  HABmaoB  having  withdrawn  bis  prtqwaition, 
the  question  was  taken  on  sgraeing  to  the  amend- 
ment propoeed  by  the  aeleot  committee,  and  de- 
<Aded  in  the  affirmatiTe,  bj  jeaa  and  naya,  as 
fbllows: 

Tus. — Meisn.  Benton,  BsnisD^oiiUgny,  Cbam- 
bers,  Ouse,  Eslon,  Edwards^  FlndUj,  Harper, 
Burfson,  fisjoe,  Bendrleks,  Holmes,  Johnston  of 


■White— M. 

N&TS.— MeMTs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brsnoh,  C3iaadler, 
OlBTton,  Dickeison,  King,  Macon,  Beed,  Bobbins, 
Bugglea,  Smith,  miDams,  Woodbur;— 14. 

The  bill  vsa  tiken  ordered  to  a  Uiird  reading. 
EBmin{f  Semion. 

The  bin  trtaa  the  Honse  for  the  preservation 
and  repair  of  tiie  Onmberland  road,  was  read 
the  first  time ;  and  on  the  qaestJon,  "  Shall  the 
bill  be  read  a  seoond  time  f "  a  long  discnsdon 
took  place,  in  which  Ueears.  Tiawxu,  Bknton, 

HlKBJSON,  SmITS^HbSDBIOXB,  FlKDI.i.T,  Us.ooN, 

KuiB,  BzBtoBB,  fUtotr,  Rowur,  HoLUta,  No- 
BLK,  VuF  BuBXB,  OBuinna,  and  Whitx,  took 
part. 

The  qneetion  was  decided  In  the  afDimative, 
bj  yeas  and  najs,  as  follows ; 

Tiis. — HesBa.  Barton,  Bonllgin,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findla;,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnston  of  Lonldana,  Kane, 
Knigbt,  Llojd,  Harks,  Mobte,  Beed,  Bobbins,  Bag- 
gies, Sejmoar,  Smith,  Thomu,  Williuns — as. 

Nats. — Mesers.  Benton,   Berrien,  Branoh,  Cban- 


Woodlnr;— IS. 

Fbidat,  "iixj  IS, 
CrtA  TVw^y— JVouiiifant   LUM^tien  <tf 

On  modon  of  Ifr.  Tab  Bukkh,  the  Senate 
prooeeded  to  oonsider  the  report  of  the  man- 
■gera  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  at  the  oonfer- 
MWe   on   the  diaagreeing  rotes  of  the  two 


Eoosea,  on  the  amendment  proposed  t^  tiia 
Senate,  ta  the  biQ  making  appropriationB  to 
carry  into  efftet  the  Treat?  oondnded  betweot 
the  United  States  and  the  Creek  Indiana,  nil- 
fted  on  the  3Sd  of  April,  18S6. 

The  report  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Vaf  Bubcn  said  he  shonld  state  the  di^ 
onmstanoee  of  tUs  case,  and  the  views  of  Hie 
Committee  of  Conference.  A  treaty  was  made 
in  this  oitj,  in  whidi  it  waa  stipolated,  on  thft 
part  <tf  the  United  States,  that  $347,000,  to- 
gether with  an  annnily  of  $20,000  a  rear,  and 
other  o(Huideratioiia,  should  be  ptid  to  the 
(Veeks,  as  a  oonrideration  for  the  eztingoilb- 
ment  of  thrir  ttUe  to  lands  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  whiofa  the  United  States,  mider  the 
oession  of  1803,  were  bider  obligations  to  <i^ 
tdngaish.  The  bill  from  the  other  Honse  to 
oarrr  this  treaty  into  effect,  directed  that  the 
money  should  be  paid  and  distributed  among 
the  ohiefe  and  warriors.  That  bill  came  to  the 
Senate,  and  a  confldentiAl  commonloation  waa 
made  to  the  Senate^  from  which  it  appeared 
that  strong  snspioiona  were  entertsined  that  x 
design  existed  on  the  part  of  the  chte&  who 
made  the  treaty,  to  praotiae  a  frand  on  the 
Creek  nation,  by  dividing  the  money  amraigM 
themselves   and  assooistes.     An  amendmcut 


for  the  payment  of  thoee  moneys  i 
way,  and  the  distribution  of  them  in  the  nanal 
manner,  and  in  the  usual  proportion  to  which 
the  Indians  were  entitied.  That  omendmeat 
waa  sent  to  the  othra'  House,  who,  nnadviaed 
as  to  the  facta  which  were  known  to  tite  Sen- 
ate, refused  to  concur  in  it,  and  asked  a  eonfer- 
enoe.  The  conferees,  on  the  part  of  the  Ben- 
ate,  oommmiloated  th^  saspidons  to  the  eon^ 
forces  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  aaked 
them  to  unite  in  an  appUoatlMi  to  the  DMMit- 
mrait  of  War,  for  bifonnatiiMi  on  the  an^eok 
This  waa  accordingly  done,  and  the  doenniCBti 
sent,  in  answer,  were  a  letter  ftam  the  Saar»- 
tary  of  War,  and  a  report  by  Ur.  McEenner. 
From  that  report  it  wpeored  clear  and  sow- 
tsotory,  that  a  design  thos  existed  on  the  port 
of  the  Indians  by  whom  tiio  treaty  waa  neg»- 
tiated,  to  distribute  of  the  $247,000  to  be  p«d 
for  the  oesaton  by  the  United  Stotea,  $166,760 
amtrng  tbemeelvea,  aad  a  Urn  fbvorite  chieb  at 
home,  and  three  Cherokee  ebieb  who  had  no 
intereiBt  in  the  proper^.  Kdge  and  Vobb 
were  to  receive  oy  the  original  traa^,  $6,000 
each.  By  this  agreement  of  the  diatiitxmoB 
of  the  money,  each  waa  to  reowve  $15,000 
more,  making  $80,000  for  each.  Kdge,  the 
father  of  Bldge  who  is  here,  was  to  reetire 
$10,000.  The  other  $100,000  was  to  be  dlo- 
triboted,  $6,000,  and,  in  some  instances,  $10,000^ 
to  the  ohi^  who  negotiated  the  traotr  her* 
— varying  fhim  one  to  ten  thoosond  oidlafa 

That  this  distribution  would  be  a  manUM 
fhmd  to  the  Oeck  nation,  Ur.  T.  B.  s^  » 
aulred  no  argument  to  elnddate.  The  oca^ 
nreceof  both  Hoosea  were  well  i  "  "  '  '*' 
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tliiH  dMign  existed,  and  of  Uie  obligatJon  on 
tlte  part  of  the  United  Stotw,  go  far  a»  Oon- 
grona  oonld  do  ao,  to  defeat  ao  Trnwartiij  a 
•abeme.  Tb«7  differed  as  to  the  means  that 
Congress  onght  to  ose  to  carrj  it  into  effect. 
[Here  ICr.  V.  B.  stated  tiie  two  modea  of  di»- 
ttibntdon  proposed  bj  the  two  Houaea.] 

The  two  qaeationa,  then,  Jfr.  Y.  B.  said,  that 
presented  themselTes  in  this  Tiew  of  the  sab- 
Jeot,  vere,  had  Oongreaa  the  rieht  to  go  to  the 
extent  proposed  in  the  amen£nent  made  bj 
the  Senate  I  and,  if  tlie;'  had,  was  it  essential 
that  thej  shonld  do  bo  t  'With  respeot  te  the 
ri^lt  he  was,  at  first,  under  some  ifonbt  in  re- 
gard to  it ;  hot  a  more  csreftd  examination  had 
removed  thoae  donbta,  and  had  satisfied  him 
Hut  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  war- 
ranted. The  treat;  directed  that  two  hundred 
and  forty-seven  Uionsand  dollars  shotdd  be 
mid  to  the  chieft  of  the  Greek  nation,  to  be 
disbribated  among  the  chie&  and  warriors  of 
that  nation.  Bj  the  word  chie^  was  it  in- 
tended the  chiefe  in  the  nation,  or  tiie  chie&  in 
the  citj  of  Wsshington  I  Those  in  this  dty 
•aj  it  was  intended  to  be  paid  to  them,  and 
tiisf  ask  of  the  Department  of  War  that  it 
■herald  be  paid  to  ttiem  in  snmsj  coont^d  ont 
Booording  to  the  <Ustribation  which  Lad  been 
■bvted.  There  was  no  difference  on  this  snb' 
Jeot  between  the  conferees.  Thej  were  of 
opinion  that  the  money  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
ohieb  of  the  nation  in  open  conncil :  that  was 
the  language  of  the  treaty — the  good  sense  of 
the  treaty.  The  delegaticm  who  n^otiated  the 
treaty  sa^  it  is  to  .be  paid  to  them ;  and  that 
In  that  view  of  the  soDjeot,  they  are  warranted 
4n  the  oinnlon  expressed  to  them  by  the  Becre- 
tarr  of  War  and  the  Saperintendent  of  Indian 
ASUn,  The  conferees  say,  the  inteoljon  of 
the  treaty  was,  and  its  language  imports,  that 
thla  money  should  be  distrbnted  in  the  nsnal 
pr0|>ortjon,  according  to  the  jost  riphte  of  the 
Indian  warriors.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
language  of  the  treaty  inconsisteDt  with  that 
Idea.  How  ought  the  money  to  be  distributed! 
Oertunly  on  principles  of  jnstioe  am(»gBt  those 
Indiana,  according  to  their  rights.  What  was 
asked  on  the  part  of  the  delegation  I  That  it 
should  bo  distributed  among  tbem  for  their 
personal  advantage,  and  in  oonceded  ii^ostioe 
to  those  they  represented.  They  propped  to 
take  one  hundreil  and  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
and  to  distribute  it  among  thranselves  and  the 
favored  ohiets  of  the  Cherokee  nation.  The 
dmple  stetement  of  the  pretence  set  np,  was  so 
against  right  and  justice,  that  Mr.  V.  B.  sud 
they  were  botmd  to  presume  that  such  could 
never  have  been  the  intention  of  our  Govem- 
meuL  It  was  unjust  and  fraudulent.  The 
chiefs  aay  they  have  a  right  to  do  it^  and  they 
wonld  abide  by  the  oonseqnenoe ;  but  it  waa 
conceded  to  be  a  corrupt  design.  What  was 
the  intention  of  onr  Qovemment}  If  that 
Oonsbuction  was  given  to  this  treaty  which 
wu  longht  for  by  these  ohie&,  the  conclumon 
wonld  be,  ihat  this  Qovemment  intended  to 


ooontenanoe  this  baud.  The  chiefs  say  each 
waa  the  intention.  Ifr.  V.  B.  swd  such  coold 
not  have  been  the  intention ;  and,  as  it  ooold 
not  be,  the  other  conclusion  is  unavoidable. 
The  intenticm  was,  that  the  money  should  be 
distributed  aooordiiiR  to  the  ri^ts  of  the  Li- 
dians  constituting  the  Greek  nation.  It  was 
fair  and  Just,  and  not  inoonristent  with  the  Ian- 
gusge  of  the  treaty.  Such,  l£r.  Y.  B.  sud, 
wonld  have  been  bis  view  of  the  sabject,  if 
this  had  been  a  esse  between  a  civilized  natW 
and  this  Government.  Bnt  when  thmr  attri- 
tion was  tomed  to  their  rights  over  Indian 
property,  the  case  stood  upon  a  different  prin- 
ciple. There  bad  been  great  inconristciK^ 
amongst  us  ss  to  the  rights  we  had  eierdsed 
over  the  Indians.  At  one  time  they  depended 
on  our  mere  will  and  pleasure ;  at  another  time 
we  had  treated  them  aa  an  individual  power. 
From  the  time  of  the  formation  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, we  had  assmned  the  right  to  le^ialatc^ 
according  to  our  will  and  pleasure,  over  tbdr 
interests  and  properlj,  so  far  as  to  protect 
them  from  fraud.  On  this  principle,  «-e  had 
Moisted  all  their  trade.  We  had  provided  by 
law  that  they  should  not  di^Mse  of  the  lamu 
they  owned,  nnless  in  a  specified  form,  and  to 
the  United  BtateB,  We  hsd  gone  farther;  by 
law,  we  had  directed  that  the  annuities  dne  to 
them  from  ns  should  be,  withont  their  consent^ 
used  to  make  remuneration  for  damages  dene 
by  the  Indians.  These  three  points  of  legisla- 
tion, Ifr.  Y.  B.  BMd,  covered  the  whole  ground. 
What  was  the  ease  now  before  the  Senate! 
There  was  a  fand  of  (247,000,  belonging  hon- 
estly to  the  Creek  nation.  It  ccnld  not  be  de- 
nied, because  it  was  for  their  lands.  The  fast 
was  proved  that  there  was  an  intention  to  de- 
fraad  them  of  this  money.  It  had  been  said 
that  we  had  no  right  to  provide  by  law  to  pre- 
vent an  event  of  that  desoription,  by  directing 
that  the  money  should  be  thos  dutribat^d,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  justice.  Mr.  V.  B. 
eaii  it  wonld  be  sheer  squeamiBbneaa  to  ben- 
tate  now  as  to  Ihe  power. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
holds  the  Secretary  of  War  responsible  for  this 
money  to  these  Indians,  according  to  their  jnat 
rights.  The  amendment  from  the  Eoose  sup- 
poses that  may  be  effected,  and  this  money 
paid,  in  open  conncil  of  the  cbieft,  when  sum- 
moned in  the  usual  way.  The  conferees  on  the 
Sart  of  the  Senate  believed  that  measure  would 
lU  short  of  obtuning  the  desired  end;  that 
the  amendment  of  the  House  did  not  go  br 
eooogh,  but,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  Congress  should  go  farther,  and  see  that 
the  money  was  properly  distributed.  They 
ought  to  see  that  this  money  went  actnally  into 
the  hands  of  the  different  chiel^  and  warriors 
— then,  if  they  chose  to.  give  it  to  the  Chero- 
keee,  or  to  dispose  of  it  in  other  ways,  the 
United  States  would  have  done  their  daty. 

Mr.  V.  B.  Bud,  in  his  judgment,  the  charao- 
ter  of  the  Government  was  involved  in  this 
subject,  and  it  would  require,  under  the  cir- 
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omnatanoee  of  thU  c«se,  that  they  elioald  take 
werj  step  they  oonid  nghtially  take,  to  eiool- 
pate  themselres  from  haying,  in  noj  degree  or 
form,  (xmcorred  in  this  frand.  The  Hndnwnt 
of  the  AmericBn  people  where  he  reaided,  was, 
and  h«d  been,  highly  eicit«d  on  this  ant^ect ; 
Hmj  had  appmnded,  in  the  most  ardent  man- 
ner, the  seat  manifested  by  the  QoTernment  to 
prewrre  themBdrts  pnre  in  their  negotiations 
with  the  Indiana;  and  thoogh  he  was  gatiafled 
— though  he  deemed  it  impoa^ble  to  soppoee 
fbr  a  moment  that  GoTernment  ooold  have 
ooontenanced  the  practice  of  this  fraad,  yet 
there  were  ciroomstances  in  this  case  which 
required  ezenlpation.  Between  the  negotiation 
of  the  treaty  and  the  nwotiation  of  the  enp- 
plementary  article  on  which  the  treaty  waa 
anally  adopted,  all  theee  circumstances  were 
oommnnioated  to  the  Department  of  War  by 
the  two  Cherokeos,  Mr.  V.  B.  said  it  waa  not 
his  pnrpoae,  because  the  necessity  of  the  case  did 
not  require  it,  to  say  what  the  Secretary  of 
Tar  onght  to  have  done,  or  to  censore  what  he 
did  do,  when  the  information  waa  given  to 
bim.  He  had  Imown  him  many  years,  and 
there  was  not  an  honeat«r  man,  or  a  man  mora 
deToted  to  his  oonatr^,  than  that  gentieman 
vas.  Hr.  V.  B.  said  it  was  not  for  him  to 
have  said  what  shonld  have  been  the  course  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  if  the  in- 
formation had  been  given  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  could  not  f^  to  make  a  mortifying 
and  most  itynrioas  impression  on  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  this  oonntry,  to  find  thai  no 
means  whatever  were  taken  for  the  suppression 
of  this  frand.  There  waa,  and  there  ought  to 
be,  an  excitement  on  the  subject  in  the  public 
mind.  The'members  of  the  Senate  had  seen 
it  It  had  displayed  itaeif  strongly  and  strik- 
ingly on  the  point  of  this  oontroversy  between 
Georgia,  the  United  States,  and  the  Greeks. 
The  settlement  of  that  controversy  was  ap- 
plauded from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  oth< 
er.  So  &r  as  the  State  of  Georgia  was  oon- 
oeroett,  she  dimmed  that  t^e  titie  to  all  the  In- 
dian lands  within  her  limits,  ahonld  be  eitin- 
goiahed  by  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
obligation  of  the  cession  of  1809.  This  ques- 
tion had  been  settled — and  how !  Every  Uiing 
that  had  been  done,  so  far  as  Qeor^  was  con- 
cerned, by  the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  is 
believed  to  have  l^o  done  by  this  treaty. 
EveiT  foot  of  land  is  believed  to  have  been 
ceded.  It  was  the  nnderstonding  of  the  dele- 
gation of  the  State  of  Qeorgio,  that  this  treaty 
extinguished  the  Indian  title  to  all  the 
land. 

Ur.  Bbrbixh  rose  and  said,  it  was  not  the 
nndervtomling  of  the  delegation  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  that  this  treaty  ceded  all  the  land. 
That  fact  had  been  stated  to  the  Senate  by 
himself  in  bis  place.  In  a  cert^  event,  it  was 
rendered  probable  that  the  lines  to  which  the 
additional  article  of  the  treaty  extended,  would 
embrace  all  the  land,  hut,  according  to  the  beat 
iatoaaatixia,  it  waa  his  belief  that  the  State  of 


'  Qeoi^^  would  loee  one  million  of  acres  by  the 

'  new  treaty, 

Mr.  Vis  BuBBir  resumed.  It  waa  stated  to 
the  Senate,  when  the  treaty  was  under  conrad- 
eration,  that  the  Indiana  were  willing,  and  de- 
signed to  cede  to  Georgia  all  their  lands.  The 
controversy  had  been  settled — and  howt  Ao- 
cording  to  his  view  of  the  subject,  every  thint 
so  for  oa  the  State  of  Georgia  was  concerned, 
by  the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  had  been 
done  by  this  treaty,  with  the  sio^e  addition  of 
a  little  mora  money  to  be  distributed  among 
the  chiefs  Iff.  y.  B.  said  he  had  not  a  doubt 
in  his  mind,  that  the  same  application  of  these 
same  means  might  at  any  time.  Lave  settled 
the  controversy.  What  was  the  subject  that 
produced  tH  this  eioitoment!  What  waa  the 
objection  to  the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springsl 
It  was  made  by  on  insufficient  number  of  In- 
dian chie&,  and  there  was  reason  to  suspect 
that  undue  influenoe  had  been  exercised.  That 
there  was  not  a  soffident  number  of  chiefs, 
was  a  matter  of  contestation.  On  the  Bntt)ect 
of  fraud,  what  were  the  evidences?  On  the 
face  of  the  treaty,  the  United  States  gave  to 
Mcintosh  an  nnreasonable  amount  of  compen- 
sation. That  was  llie  length  and  breadth  and 
depth  of  all  the  allegations  of  fraud.  Compare 
that  with  the  treaty  which  was  now  about  to 
be  carried  into  effect  It  was  stated  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Superintendent  6f  Indian  Affairs, 
thatLwhen  the  negotiation  was  opened  between 
the  WOT  Department  and  the  Indians,  to  eztin- 
gnish  their  title  to  the  lands,  they  refused  to 
give  all  their  lands  within  the  State  of  Geor- 
ge; they  reAised  to  go  beyond  the  Ohatahoo- 
chie.  On  being  preraed,  they  siud  they  were 
limited  by  their  instructions,  and  conld  not  go 
any  farther.  In  the  documents  commnnicated 
to  Congress,  that  fact  was  stated.  The  treotir 
had  been  finally  made  to  aettle  this  controvw- 
sy,  confessedly  without  power  on  the  port  of 
the  Indians,  to  ga  as  far  as  they  had  gone. 
Compare  the  Indian  Springs  treaty  with  that. 
The  suspicion  of  undue  influence  in  negotiating 
that  tTMty,  Mr.  Y.  B.  said,  waa  founded  on  the 
nnreasonable  reservation  to  Mcintosh.  Before 
the  present  treatiy  was  conanmmated,  the  fkot 
was  communicated  to  the  Government  that  s 
contrivance  waa  on  foot  to  reserve  to  certain 
chiefs  a  large  portion  of  the  money  to  be  psld 
for  these  lands.  The  proof  on  thissul^eot  was 
as  had  been  stated.  Mr.  V.  S.  s^d  they  must 
appear  befbre  the  people  of  the  conntiy  with 
Uiis  fact  before  them,  that,  nnder  the  eye  ot 
this  Qovemment,  the  treaty  had  been  nego- 
tiated in  fraud.  He  did  not  sUte  the  ftete  to 
impeach  any  one,  but  to  show  the  Senate  the 
high  responsibility  that  rested  on  them,  to  go 
as  far  as  possible  to  suppress  the  contemplated 
frwicL  and  entirely  eitingniab  this  plan,  that 
the  Gktvemment  might  be  protected  from  any 
flitnre  imputation  (^  having  had  any  hand  in 
it.  It  was  in  that  view  he  had  said,  and  would 
repeat;  and  with  that  remark  dismiss  the  eab- 
Jeoti  that  the  honor  of  the  notion  was  eon- 
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eeraad.  Kr.  T.  B.  lud  he  ahonld  not  be  will- 
ing to  persiBt  in  tbe  uneiidinent  of  the  Senate, 
to  the  loaa  c^  the  biD;  bat  would  rather  take 
the  next  beat  thing  that  offered,  br  taking  the 
amendment  of  the  Boxmo,  bnt  would  wish  flrat 
to  make  the  attempt  to  indnoe  the  Hooae  to 
adwt  tiie  amendment  ot  tlte  Senate. 

To  bring  the  sobjeot  more  distinctlr  before 
the  Benat«,  Ifr.  V.  B.  then  offered  a  reaolntlon 
for  the  Senate  to  insist  on  its  amendment. 

Ur.RuBiaoHcudthepropodtitmoftheHonee 
not  <mly  ooniport«d  with  tl»  treaty,  but  it  met 
the  view  of  the  Senate ;  the  onl  j  difference  be- 
tween the  two  propoeidona  was,  that  the  one 
directed  that  the  disMbiitiona  shoold  be  made 
In  the  nmal  proportion  to  the  ohieb  and  waf- 
riorg ;  the  other,  that  it  ihonld  be  made  in  the 
prewnoe  of  the  ohieb  and  warriora — in  the 
preewioe  of  the  great  ooondl  of  Qie  natim. 
When  tbia  antjeot  waa  first  befbre  the  Senate, 
and  a  oooSdeaitifl  oommnnloation  waa  made 
that  anch  a  frand  wai  In  omtemplatlon,  he  waa 
anzloiia  that  erery  measnre  ahoohl  be  taken  to 
obtain  jnalioe.  Kr.  H.  aud  he  thought  there 
waa  no  better  way  than  that  of  paying  the 
diieb  and  warriora  in  preaenoe  of  the  assero- 
Ued  nation.  The  onlj  error  the  Seoretarj  of 
Var  had  committed,  bad  arisen  from  hie  not 
being  M>qii«nt«d  with  the  nsnal  manner  of 
oondacting  Indian  bnetneae.  J£r.  H.  B^d  he 
regretted,  after  the  deolaratton  which  the  aen- 
tleman  fhtm  New  York  (Mt.  Van  Busxn)  nad 
made  of  his  confidence  in  the  integritj  of  tliat 
officer,  that  he  shoald  aaj  that  some  Btigma 
wonld  reman  on  the  QoTermnent  nnlesB  some- 
thing ghoold  be  done  to  dear  the  Oovemmeyt 
of  that  iligma.  Ur.  H.  oonld  not  conceive  that 
■och  a  thing  was  neoeeiary.  The  people  of  the 
United  St^M  would  accord  with  the  opinion 
Mven  bj  tite  gmtleman  from  New  York,  in  re- 
lation to  the  character  of  that  offioer,  and  tbe 
arrangement  of  tliia  a&ir;  and,  though  an 
error  of  Judgment  might  tie  impnted  to  him, 
the  nation  wonld  determine  that  it  waa  an 
error  of  the  head  and  not  of  the  heart.  No 
better  mode  oonld  be  devised  to  do  j'tiatjce  to 
the  individnala  and  to  the  Indian  nauon,  ^'-^hti 
that  proposed  by  the  other  Hooae. 

The  government  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  this 
eonntry,  Ur.  E.  aaid,  waa  not  well  midentood. 
It  Ifl  not  the  government  of  the  chiefs — the 
cIuefB  are  the  diplomatic  agents,  authorized  to 
make  treaties,  bnt  the  coneequeuoee  of  the 
treaty  are  always  passed  In  review  before  the 
assembled  nation,  and  the  nation  is  present,  in 
every  instance,  when  the  proceeds  of  the  treaty 
are  paid.  This  aeou'ea  them  from  any  possi- 
bility of  imposition  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  or  of  any  oollnsion  on  the  part  of  the 
obiefta.  Mr.  E.  said  he  was  not  present  dnring 
part  of  the  time  that  the  gentJenmn  from  New 
York  was  speaking.  It  might  1>e  postible  he 
had  misanderatooa  the  oi^ect  of  ute  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  committee;  bnt  there 
ooaM  be  no  posrihility  of  any  error  hi  this 
matter,  if  the  propoudon  of  uie  Honse  were 


adopted;  the  terms  of  the  treaty  wovld  b» 
strictly  complied  wilji,  and  the  nation  would 
!._  _.„_«..     >. when  the  money  -waa 
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"nsoal  proportion."  It  might  have  l>eeii  tlw 
prsctioa  to  diatribnte  in  particular  pn^iortkn, 
but  the  cUstribntion  always  took  place  m  a  fnli 
oomid]  of  tlM  ohleb.  If  gentlemen  oonld 
diov  there  was  any  poaaibilitr  that  a  femd 
waa  likely  to  be  oommiOed  in  the  course  which 
had  been  pointed  ont  by  the  Eonse,  or  that 
there  was  any  poaeibili^  of  a  stigma  attaching 
to  the  Oovemment  in  conaeqnenoe  of  poraaiiw 
that  oonrs&  he  wonld  aooord  with  them.  It 
appett«d  there  waa  an  i^Jostioe  meditat«d; 
bnt  by  whtnu  f  Not  by  this  Qovenunent.  It 
was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  them  to  irbom 
the  money  waa  paid.  Their  object  was  to 
oom^  with  the  siapnlations  of  the  trea^ — to 
aatji^  the  State  MdeorgU  and  the  Indiana. 
That  had  been  snbstaotislly  done.  In  renid 
to  the  observatkn  which  had  been  made,  of  Vm 
oompromitting  the  character  of  this  Govem- 
ment,  that  thay  had  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Indiana  extending  liie  ccaatona  of  the  iDdiaoa 
beyond  what  they  knew  the  Indians  ware  tn- 
thorized  to  make,  ICr.  H.  wonld  aay  that  snch  a 
thing  waa  not  nncommon,  either  with  the  la- 
dians  or  diplomatists.  If  diplomatista  entered 
into  a  negotiation  wliich  they  were  not  striot^ 
anUioriied  to  do  by  their  Qovemment,  It  waa 
their  own  affhir;  and  it  depended  afterwards 
on  the  aeqnieacenoe  on  the  part  of  the  Gotmd- 
ment  who  aNit  than.  If  tiie  warriors  and  re- 
maning ohi^  wonld  show  to  thia  Gotoh- 
ment,  that  it  waa  not  their  intention  thna  to 
extend  the  oearion,  then,  Ur.  H.  aaid,  much  a* 
he  valnad  this  treaty,  and  the  good  ocMiae- 
gneneee  ari^g  from  it,  he  thought  the  Govern- 
ment wonld  be  bound  In  honor  to  do  that 
which  they  wonld  do  if  they  were  boating 
with  a  civilized  nation— to  aatiaf^  them  for  the 
farther  oession,  or  to  expunge  this  part  of  tha 
treaty.  When  the  compensation  was  about  to 
be  given  to  the  ohieb  sseembled,  if  they  pto- 
teated  against  that  part  of  the  treaty,  Ur.  H. 
said,  as  a  man  who  valued  the  repatation  at 
hia  country,  he  should  be  one  of  those  who 
wonld  declwe  that  part  of  the  treaty  to  be  null 
and  void,  or  recti^  the  error  that  had  been 
committed.  What  could  the  Secretary  <^  Wwr 
dot  On  whom  could  he  rely!  He  oonld  re- 
sort to  no  book  that  could  show  him  the  power 
that  waa  given  to  the  Indian  chieb  in  mattera 
of  this  kind.  It  varied  amongst  tha  Indiana 
Ur.  H.  oondnded  hy  expreasmg  his  opinicw 
fiat  it  wonld  he  perfectiy  safe  to  follow  the  re- 
commendation of  the  committee  of  the  Bouse 
of  Bepresentativee.  The  money  would  be  paid 
to  those  who  were  authorized  to  receive  it,  and 
the  mode  in  which  it  waa  to  be  paid,  wonld  be 
a  sufficient  guarantee  that  no  fraud  had  been 
oommitted  on  them. 

Ur.  HoLvca  aud  he  should  accede  to  the  r» 
port  of  the  Oommittea  nf  Oonfierenoeb    Ttu^ 
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I  that  tiie  ocHumlttee  dionld  be 
fautrnoted  to  insist  on  the  amendment  11 
prc^)odticm  mode  was  to  recede  from  the 
amendment,  it  would  be  in  order  to  propose  en 
wnendment  If  the  Senate  were  to  recede 
trma  their  uDendment,  and  to  prODOsa  DOthiag 
more,  then  the  bill  would  so  to  tne  Honse  as 
vnamen^d,  (md  thaj  n^ht  pass  it  withoot 
tnj  smwdment  at  aU.  The  Senate  ooold  aot 
on  the  im  or  on  tha  rqwrt  of  the  oommittee. 

Aa  regarded  the  two  propositionB  for  the  dis- 
feribation  of  the  tnonej,  it  would  aeem  at  firat 
view  that  there  were  two  obJeoti<HU  to  the 
mode  pointed  out  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Sanate.  How  was  it  to  be  aaoertained  what 
wsa  the  usual  proportion  in  the  nati<»i? 
that  conld  be  aaoertalned,  it  would  aeem  to  pnt 
It  out  of  their  power  to  make  BI17  otlier  dMH- 
bntion.  The  amendment  of  the  House  givea 
them  that  power.  Ur.  H.  eidd  he  thon^ht  tba 
safest  waj  would  be  to  have  the  diatnbntion 
made  bj  the  nation.  Kther  Che  000  or  the 
other  of  the  araeDdmenta  onfht  to  prevail, 
fhnn  the  facta  which  had  been  discloseo.  The 
b^ler  wBj  wonld  b«  to  t&ke  the  amendment  of 
the  House,  and  to  paaa  the  biU  in  that  waj. 
Ji  the  agent  pud  the  monej'  to  die  assembled 
nation,  thej  wonld  have  it  in  their  power  to 
dedde  which  waj  tiiaf  pleased.  It  would 
gratify  them  more— it  would  please  them  bet- 
ter— that  the  money  shonld  be  paid  to  the 
ehiefs  and  warriora  tuuembled.  If  they  are 
-willing  to  make  such  an  iniquitons  diatribntion 
of  their  property,  we  have  no  right  to  00m- 
plun ;  but  it  ia  not  probable  that  tbey  will  do 
ao.  It  woold  be  better,  JCr.  H.  aaid,  to  hare  it 
made  in  snoh  a  wi^  *■  wonld  aaaafy  them, 
md,  though  be  shonld  vote  for  ^thw  amend- 
meut,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  reoede, 

Ur.  Banas  «^  that,  ftltet  tbo  explanation 
of  the  views  ot  the  Oommittee  of  Onifbrenoe 
which  had  beui  given  by  the  Senator  flrom 
Kew  Tork,  (Mr.  VjUI  Bnaxn,)  he  wonld  limit 
bimself  to  a  atat«ment  (tf  ftota  on  two  or  three, 

Einta,  on  which  refereuoea  had  been  made  to 
iperaooal  knoidedn. 

Tlie  Becretaiy  of  War  had  nlemi  to  him, 
In  his  letter  to  the  oommittee  aa  knowing  the 
fiMt,  that  the  Secretary  had  refoaed  to  give  pri< 
Tate  gratnities  to  the  Oredc  ohieb  to  promote 
tbe  suooeaa  of  the  negotaalioii.  The  reliareace 
was  correct  Hr.  B.  had  hinwelf  reoommeod- 
ed  to  ttia  Secretary  to  do  so;  it  was,  however, 
about  fbrW-  daya  after  the  treaty  had  been 
fllgned.  He  referred  to  a  pqier  which  fixed 
the  date  to  the  9th  or  10th  of  Uarch,  and  the 
faoaty  had  been  Hgned  in  the  month  of  Jann- 
arj  preoedlng.  It  was  done  at  the  time  that 
lir.  B.  bad  offered  hia  servioes  to  proonre  the 
anpplemental  article  to  be  adopted.  The  Se- 
cretary entirely  oondenmed  the  praetaoe  of  giv- 
ing these  gratoitlea.  Ur.  B.  aaid  he  had  re- 
eommended  it,  as  the  only  way  of  treating 
with  barbariaua;  that,  if  not  gratified  in  thia 
way,  the  chiefs  woold  prolong  the  negotiatioo, 
jt  a  great  daily  expense  to  the  Government, 


nntil  they  got  their  gratnity  in  one  way  or 
diier,  or  defeated  tbe  treaty  altogether.  He 
oonmdered  the  practice  to  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Dssge  of  the  Unit«d  States ;  he  believed  it  to 
be  common  In  all  barbarons  nations,  and  in 
many  that  were  civilized,  and  referred  to  the 
artide  in  the  Federal  constitution  agunst  re- 
ceiving "prttenti"  from  foreign  powera,  aa  a 
proof  that  the  convention  thoaght  each  a  re- 
striction to  be  neoeeaary,  even  among  oni- 
selvea. 

Mr.  B.  alao  adverted,  in  answer  to  stHnethlug 
which  had  been  aaid  In  previous  debates,  to 
the  part  he  had  acted  in  getting  the  supple 
mental  article  adopted.  What  he  bad  dona 
was  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the 
Secretary,  It  amounted  to  nothing  more  than 
prodnoii^  a  nonriotion  in  the  minds  of  the 
Creeks  themselves,  thai  U  would  not  be  adnata 
tomtom  far  tlxn  to  hold  any  land  in  Goorgxa; 
this  being  aooompUshed,  the  oondderation  was 
left  to  be  adjusted  by  others.  Not  a  word 
with  respect  to  its  amonnt  had  passed  between 
Mr.  B.  and  any  one  of  the  Creeks  or  Chero- 
kees.  They  a^«ed,  upon  the  representation  at 
Mr.  B.,  to  give  ap  aU  the  land  claimed  by  the 
Creeks  in  Georgia;  but,  when  they  came  to  r^ 
dnoe  that  agreement  into  the  form  of  an  arti- 
cle, a  difflcol^  ocomred ;  the  line  bttoMn 
Qeorffia  and  Alabama  had  n»Mr  been  aietr- 
tainei;  and  the  Indiana  were  unwilling  to 
agree  to  a  line,  the  course  and  position  of 
which  was  unknown  to  them,  and  whidi  was 
to  be  fixed  by  a  power  over  which  they  had  no 
control,  and  which  might  rnn,  they  knew  not 
how  deep,  into  their  conntry.  They  were 
willing  to  agree  to  the  line  where  it  was  be- 
lieved to  be;  and,  accordingly,  two  points^ 
named  by  a  part  of  the  delegation  from  Qeor- 
pia,  aa  those  which  wonld  indnde  all  the  laaA 
in  Qeor^a,  were  agreed  upon,  and  inserted  In 
the  anpplemental  article.  It  was  intended  to 
cede  all;  it  was  believed  that  ail  was  ceded; 
the  exact  troth  could  not  be  known  until  tbe 
line  was  ran.  He  oonsidered  the  onwillingneaa 
of  the  Indians  to  agree  to  an  unknown  line  as 
natoral  and  reasonable;  and^  if  any  mistake 
had  occurred,  there  was  certamly  no  blame  on 
eitlm  pariT,  The  Indians  agreed  to  the  points 
indicated  by  gentlemen  from  Georgia,  and 
these  gentlemen,  to  his  personal  knowledgei 
bad  expended  great  pains  in  ocmsolting  maw 
and  in  referring  to  tha  knowledge  of  iodiviau- 
als  to  fix  the  points  correctly. 

Tbe  time  at  which  Mr.  B.  had  offered  hli 
swvioes  to  aid  thia  negotiation,  had  appeared 
to  him  to  be  eminently  critical,  and  big  with 
consequences  which  he  was  aoiions  to  avert. 
It  was  after  the  oommittee  had  resolved  to  r^ 
port  against  the  new  treaty,  and  before  they 
had  mode  the  report  to  the  Senate.  The  di^ 
dfflon,  whatsoever  it  mi^t  be,  and  the  conse- 
qoent  disoossions,  criminations,  and  recriinlni^ 
tiuis,  were  calculated  to  bring  on  a  violent 
stmggle  in  the  Senate  itself ;  b^ween  the  Ben- 
ate  and  the  Executive;  perh^  between  th« 
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boUk  would  have  token  place,)  and  between 
or  more  SUtea  and  the  Federal  QoTemmenL 
Mr.  B.  had  cononired  in  the  report  again«t  -the 
i;ew  treaty,  becanse  it  diverted  Qeoivia  of 
Tested  rights;  and,  tboogh  olijlectioiiable  in 
many  other  respects,  be  was  willinK,  for  the 
mke  of  peace,  to  ratify  it,  provided  the  vested 


rights  of  Georgia  w 


e  D(rt  invaded.    The  ■< 


plemental  article  had  relieved  him  vaoa 
point.  Be  thought  that  Qaer^iA  hM  iu>  ftir- 
ther  canse  of  dinatas&cdoa  with  Qie  truly ;  it 
was  Alabama  that  wm  ii^nred  bj  the  lose  of 
■ome  millions  of  acres,  which  she  had  acquired 
under  the  treat]'  of  1825,  and  Iwt  imder  that 
of  18SS.  Ear  esse  commanded  his  regrets  and 
avrnpathy.  8he  had  lost  the  right  of  jnrisdic- 
tuM  over  a  oonuderable  extent  of  territory; 
and  the  advantages  of  settling,  onltivating,  and 
taxinK  the  same,  were  po^ioned,  bat,  he 
hope^  not  indefinitelj.  But  tbeee  were  a 
gv^Uial  advantages,  resulting  from  an 
which  the  Uovemment  was  not  Jiomtd  to  do, 
and,  thoogh  the  loss  of  them  was  an  iitjory, 
jet  this  injuy  conld  not  be  considered  ~ 
violation  of  VMt«d  rights;  bat  the  cii 
stance  certainlj  increased  the  streneth  of  her 
olum  to  the  total  extinction  of  the  Indian 
tribes  within  her  limits ;  and,  he  trosted,  would 
have  its  due  effect  npon  the  Govermnent  of  the 
United  States. 

The  third  and  last  point  on  which  Mr.  B. 
thonght  reference  to  hie  name  had  made  it 
proper  fbr  him  to  give  a  statement,  related  to 
the  aircnmstance  which  had  induced  the  Senate 
to  make  the  amendment  which  had  become  the 
sabject  of  the  conference  between  the  twc 
Houses.  He  had,  himseli^  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  that  circumstance  in  the  last  dajs  of 
April,  some  weeks  after  the  sapplemental  arti- 
ole  had  been  ratified.  He  had  deemed  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  communicate  it  to  the  Senate,  and 
do  it  in  a  way  that  wonld  avoid  a  gronndlees 
agitation  of  the  public  feeling,  or  ui^nst  reflec- 
Kona  upon  any  individual,  whlt«  or  red,  if,  per- 
adventore,  his  inforroation  should  turn  oat  to 
have  been  untme.  He,  therefbre,  commiunioa- 
ted  it  to  the  Senate  in  secret  sesdon ;  and  the 
effect  of  the  information  was  immediately 
ifested  in  the  unanimons  determination  of  the 
Senate  to  adopt  the  amendment  which  was 
now  under  consideration.  Ha  deemed  the 
amendment,  or  one  that  would  effect  the  same 
object,  to  he  called  for  by  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  the  relative  state  of  the  partiee. 
It  was  apparent  that  a  few  ohieie  were  to  have 
an  nndne  proportion  of  the  money — they  had 
realized  what  he  had  foretold  to  the  Secretary ; 
and  it  was  oertun  that  the  knowledge  of  thi^ 
whenever  it  should  be  found  oat  by  ItLe  nation, 
would  occasioo  disturbances,  and,  perhaps, 
bloodshed.  He  thought  that  the  United  States 
ehonld  prevent  these  oonseqaenoee,  by  prevent- 
ing the  cause  of  them,  and,  for  this  purpose. 
he  would  concur  in  any  amendment  that  wonld 
•ffiuit  a  &ir  distribution  of  the  money,  or  any 


diatribnUon  that  was  agreeaUe  to  the  ulknh 
open  oonndL 
Mr.  TAZEWKuaaid  ItseNnedtohimthittb 

n'ion  before  them  was  a  qneetion  of  men 
.  The  proposition  in  which  they  were  d 
agreed,  was  this :  A  deputation  of  the  Cnd 
nation  had  been  accredited  here,  as  the  rejn- 
sentatives  of  that  natjou,  to  make  a  treaty,  nd 
that  they  had,  amongst  thenudvee,  ccod^ 
ated  to  practise  a  groaa  firand  on  thoM  rHi 
sent  them  here.  Tus  fraud  wa»  known  to  tti 
GoTemment  ot  the  United  States  befon  Ih 
treat?  wat  ocndnded,  and,  notwithstuSil 
that  fact,  this  treaty  was  condaded  nndef  tbit 
tvrm  of  ex^reision  which  might  anlhciriz*  Ite 
oonsommation  of  this  fraud.  In  this  it«U  i 
thinigs,  intimation  was  ^ven  to  the  Boutei^ 
the  eiist«nce  cS  this  fraud,  and  the  probitii 
eonseqaenoee  of  it.  Inimediatelf  thU  th«  UH 
oame  from  the  ottier  House,  making  an  v^ 
prialion  to  carry  the  treaty,  on  one  side  tea- 
oeived  in  frand,  into  effect,  an  smeDdment  ra 
propoaed,  on  the  part  of  the  Saute,  to  preresl 
the  consmnmation  of  this  iniqnitcma  idia^ 
This  amendment  was  sent  to  the  Howe;  it** 
disagreed  to  there,  and  a  oommittM  rf  fi^ 
ence  took  place.  The  conferees  on  bolt  ada 
were  BatisQed  of  the  existence  of  tMi  fni4 
and  of  the  consequences  whidi  would  tHiA 
to  the  United  States  if  it  oonld  not  be  preTSt- 
ed,  and  they  recommended  different  model  u 
prevention  which  ehonld  be  adopted.  Tt« 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  ia,  that  tb> 
sum  of  money  to  be  pud  to  the  Creek  Juli" 
should  be  pidd  under  the  direction  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  to  the  Creek  nation,  in  s" 
proportion,  according  to  the  mode  in  nhidi  <m 
annuities  to  the  nation  have  been  in  the  l^ 
of  being  paid.  This  is  an  answer  to  the  p"* 
tleman  from  Maine,  who  asked  how  the^  vn 
to  know  in  what  pnwortion  they  were  ^ 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  on  the  k^A 
There  is  a  fixed  rule  known  to  thii  Goran- 
,ment  and  that  nation — acquiesced  in  bf  th* 
nation— and  the  Secretary  rf  War,  «i  hi!  * 
sponsibility,  is  directed  to  carr^  that  fixn  nM 
into  operation.  On  the  part  of  the  iw 
House,  it  is  proposed  this  sum  should  b«  pw 
to  the  chiefs  of  the  nation  by  a  special  tg^ 
and  that  this  special  agent  shall  bennderW 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  « JJ 
direct  the  money  to  be  paid  in  foil  coiuial" 
the  nation,  to  be  convened  on  fnll  °'*''*^ 
that  purpose.  Some  gentlemen  (Mr.  T.  W 
were  of  opinion  there  was  no  difference  be- 
tween the  two  modes.  He  thon^t  tba*  »• 
an  important  difference.  In  the  one  *•*  * 
respondbitity  rests  on  the  Secretary  of  ** 
ana  whom  he  may  choose ;  in  the  cthw,  il ' 
mandatoiT  on  him  to  appoint  a  special  a«a'  "J 
carry  it  into  ezeontion.  The  Senate  (*■  ^ 
aaid)  put  the  responsibility  where  it  mmbl " 
rest— on  the  Head  of  the  Department-;-Wit » 
House  proposed  to  have  an  intennediat*** 
The  Senate  referred  to  a  fixed  role— the  H«J 
did  net    Aocordhig  to  their  p«^»«Mi,  » 
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Qtat  TM  to  b«  done  was  to  oonrene  th«  iutti<»,, 

Sf  th«  ehleb  in  preMooe  of  the  nation,  ana 
3  handa  of  th«  Gorenunent  wonld  be  iraahed. 
TIm  propositioit  at  the  Senate  waa  more  giuxd* 
edjjuid,  therefore,  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

The  gentleman  ttom  Ohio  had  aaid  that  it 
T8«  onjmportant  to  whom  the  mone?  was  pcdd. 
ill.  T.  aaid  it  was  of  much  importance  to  the 
United  States  tovhom  it  was  paid.  It  waa 
Important  that  it  ahoold  be  paid  to  thoee  to 
whom  the  land  bdoiued,  in  the  proportion  in 
which  their  aimiiitiea  had  beoi  beretofwe  paid. 
If  Umw  ohle&  vere  p^  and  the  diatribntion 
was  not  efibcted,  the  moment  the  nati<ni  wa« 
informed  of  the  fraad  vbidi  had  been  commit- 
ted on  tbem  by  their  own  ohieb  here,  and  that 
this  ftand  woa  made  known  to  the  United 
States  before  the  treaty  was  completed,  and 
had  not  been  guarded  agunet  bj  anj  set  of 
Ooogress,  an  Indian  war  woold  most  probably 
t^e  place,  and  it  wonld  be  diffionlt  to  avoid 
tlie  conseqDences  which  natorally  renilt  from 
•very  Indian  war.  Therefore,  to  preserve  hat^ 
mony,  we  oonld  not  be  too  oaations  in  dia- 
tribating  the  money, 

Mr.  T.  said  he  could  not  consider  any  of 
these  engagements  entered  into  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,  bonnd  ns  down  in  the  same  way  as 
stipulations  entered  into  by  a  civilized  people. 
We  made  a  treaty— it  was  law  to  them  -  and 
we  agreed  it  shonld  be  law  to  as.  It  did  not 
become  a  law  by  virtue  of  an  exchanged  aa- 
sent,  as  among  an  enlightened  people.  We  are 
nothing  more  than  the  gnardiaas  of  Oteee  peo- 
ple. They  had,  Mr.  T.  aaid,  manifbsted  more 
■kill  In  diplomacy  then  the  United  States. 
Xhey  had  completed  their  affiura  more  dexter- 
ously than  we  had  oars ;  and  the  time  waa  not 
&r  distant  when  this  thing  wonld  be  disclosed 
to  the  world,  that  these  two  Cherokee  Iwya 
seat  here,  had  completed  a  treaty  on  better 
terma  for  the  Greeks,  and  worse  terms  for  ttie 
United  States,  than  all  the  diplomatic  Amotion- 
ariee  employed.  Oar  benevolence,  onr  mag- 
nanimity, onr  Jastioe,  and  any  other  good  qnal- 
i^  we  might  have,  reqairod  that  this  fand 
should  be  ustribntea  amongst  them,  acoording 
to  what  we  considered  to  be  the  principles  <^ 
Justice.  The  nation  owned  the  land;  the 
money  was  to  be  in  place  of  the  land ;  tiiat 
money,  therefore,  most  go  to  those  who  owned 
the  land.  When  we  knew  it  waa  goinu  into 
the  lianda  of  a  set  of  people  who  had  hid  a 

Slan  by  which  they  were  to  get  forty  thousand 
ollars  exclusively  to  titemselTee,  it  was  impor- 
tant that  we  should  save  this  forty  tbousoad 
doIlaT«  for  the  Creek  nation,  for  whom  it  was 
Intended,  and  to  take  care  that  the  Cherokee, 
who  had  not  ceded  one  Inch  of  land,  should 
not  receive  any  part  of  that  Iraunty  whioh  was 
intended  for  the  neighboring  nation.  We  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that  affair,  except  to  plaoe 
tl>e  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Creek  nation, 
ftnd  let  them  distribute  it  aooordmg  to  what 
tliey  ooDsidtired  Jnatice  on  their  part  toward* 
tiM  Oberokeea. 


fbrenee,  that  these  Indians  wished  our  Govern- 
ment to  believe,  or  were  themsdves  inatrncted, 
that  they  were  not  at  liberty  to  cede  one  foot 
of  land  beyond  t^e  Ohatahoochie ;  yet,  by  the 
snpplementary  article,  they  had  made  sach  ft 
cession.  Ha  wished  the  Senate  had  more  1d- 
fbrmation  on  this  subject.  He  should  not  pro- 
pose any  farther  call  on  the  Department,  tntea 
the  seedon  was  drawing  so  near  to  a  close ;  but 
he  believed  that,  within  the  Department  of 
War,  there  were,  at  thla  moment,  documents  to 
show  that  a  trea^,  very  different  from  that 
which  had  been  oonolnded,  might  have  been 
oondnded,  and  far  mwe  to  the  benefit  of  tb» 
United  States. 

It  had  been  bmtted  abroad,  Mr.  T.  said,  fbr 
many  months  past,  that  this  treaty  o{  the  In- 
dlan  Spring  was  otjected  to,  because  it  was 
negotiated  in  frand.  Though  the  Senate  had 
not  acted  directiy  on  that  sn^estion,  that 
treaty  had  been  dispensed  with  without  a  par- 
ticle of  proof  of  fraud,  and  this  new  troa^ 
had  been  taken  np ;  and  the  documents  went 
to  show  that  it  was  signed  by  a  large  party  to 
this  treaty,  with  a  foil  knowledge  t£at  the  ne- 
gotiators on  one  part  were  disposed  to  practise 
fraud  on  those  that  sent  them  here;, and  that 
this  fact  was  mode  known  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  On  this  transaotion,  Mr. 
T.  said,  be  shoold  make  no  comments 

Mr.  Bruioh  said,  that,  while  he  wonld  con- 
cnr  with  the  genUemen  from  New  York  and 
Virginia,  in  any  measnre  to  detect  fraud,  he 
must  diasent  from  the  gentieman  from  Ylrnnia 
in  the  latter  part  of  bis  observations.  That 
gentieman  had  said  that  the  first  treaty  had 
been  set  adde  withont  evidence  of  fraud.  Itr. 
B.  said  It  was  not  taia  purpose  to  enter  into  an 
investigation  of  this  point;  the  reason  why 
they  had  not  that  evidence,  was  because  they 
refused  to  look  at  it;  the  evidenoe  waa  most 
ample  and  abundant  in  the  Department  of 
War ;  bnt  the  Senate  hod  shut  their  eyes  on  it. 
That  evidence  was  taken  by  men  high  in  the 
oonfidence  of  this  country,  for  integrity,  talent^ 
and  firmness — evidence  which  he  should  not 
descant  npon,  but  whioh  was  to  his  mind  con- 
elusive.  If  any  gentieman  thought  proper  to 
reftise  a  call  oa  the  Department  for  it,  the  fonlt 
was  his.  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  vote  for  any 
proposition  whioh  had  for  its  otigect  the  detec- 
tion of  frand,  either  In  this  treaty  or  any  oth- 
er. He  was  opposed  to  the  treaty  of  the  In- 
dian Springs,  because  he  believed  it  had  been 
executed  in  f^and ;  and  the  oironmstances  hov- 
ering about  this  treaty,  were  snfficientl;  strong 
to  excite  suspicion.  He  was  willing  it  shonU 
be  probed  to  the  bottom. 

Mr.  BxBBiEn  next  addressed  the  Senate.  He 
said,  I  touch  this  sul^eot  with  extreme  relno- 
tance.  It  throws  me  back  upon  recollections 
to  which  it  is  nnpleasant  to  recnr.  It  awakens 
feelings  whioh  J  have  no  dlspoeitioii  to  Indnlgaw 


ABBIDOMBNT  OF  THI 


But,  <wn  I  be  sUentl  Mr  oollMgne  and  fldth- 
fbl  oo«4}Dtar  In  Oaa  emit,  ha>  b««n  called 
awar-  bj  the  preaaim  ot  domeitio  oalamitr.  I 
am  the  aole  repn»toMiY«  of  G«wj^  on  tida 
floor.  Tbe  Ssiate  Till  «xpMt  ftvm  me,  Ac— 
what,  with  all  poarible  reject  for  the  8«nat«, 
fa  infinitely  more  important  to  me,  tfae  people 
«f  Oemcia,  mj  own  mimedtate  oooatitiiaita  to 
whom  aJooe  I  acknowledge  reaponiilHlitj,  they 
will  expeot  from  me,  tta  expretrioa  <k  tbwr 
feeling*  an  this  oocaaon.    I  obey. 

Ton  have  arriTed  at  the  latt  aceDe  in  tbe 
weaant  act  of  the  great  poliUoal  drama  of  the 
Creek  ooDtroverq'.  In  ita  progrsH,  7011  hare 
•een  two  of  the  aovereigD  State*  at  the  Ameil* 
ean  OraftderaUon— e^ecnallj,  yoa  hare  seen 
«ne  of  tboee  States,  which  baa  alwaja  been 
feithfal  and  forward  in  the  diwharM  <rf  her 
doties  to  this  Union,  driven  to  the  waJl,  bj  the 
eomUned  force  of  the  Adralpjatraawt  and  tta 
allies,  ownating  of  a  portioii  ot  the  Oreek  na- 
tion, ood  oertain  Oherokee  diplomatiita.  Hith- 
erto, in  the  discoaBifnis  before  the  Senate  on 
this  Bnbjeot,  I  have  imposed  a  restraint  upon 
my  own  feelings  nnder  the  inflnenoe  of  motiyee 
which  have  now  ceased  to  (merate.  It  was  mj 
first  duty  to  obtain  an  ounowled^ent,  (« 
this  floor,  of  the  rights  of  Qeorg^  repreasinig 
for  that  pnrpoae,  even  the  story  of  her  wrongs. 
It  was  ray  &«t  daty,  sir,  and  I  have  saoifieed 
to  it  erery  other  consideration.  As  a  motive 
to  forbearance,  it  no  longer  ezista.  The  rights 
of  Qeorgia  have  been  proatratad.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  deoeive*  himself,  when  be  sop- 
poses  that  she  has  acquired  all  the  land  withm 
her  limits.  The  Senate,  too,  acted  under  this 
tmpresdon  in  the  ratification  of  the  Dew  treaty, 
and  were  deaf  to  my  solioitstiou  to  amend  tlut 
instrameat  by  an  utiole  which  should,  in 


1  inTCstigation  of  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springy  sod  feared  to  alter  the  one  enbrnitted 
to  them,  lest,  by  Its  failiire,^th&t  inveetigBtion 
might  become  necessaiy.  Tee,  sir :  the  rights 
of  Gteorgis  have  been  prostrated.  They  Have 
fallen  before  the  power  of  the  AdminiBtration, 
and  the  fraud  and  the  insolence  of  the  savages 
whom  they  have  sustained  and  cherished — of 
those  savages,  by  whom  the  Administration 
have  been  made  the  conscious  inslfumeote  of 
the  fraud  which  they  themselTes  have  oonoert- 
ed  against  their  own  brethren  of  the  forest. 
The  Administration  have  been  passive  specta- 
tors of  the  insolence  with  which,  in  the  official 
character  they  have  given  to  them,  those  sav- 
asea  have  beuiled  the  Representativee  of  Geor- 
gia, even  in  the  offioial  journal  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Why,  then,  should  I  be  silent?  I  have 
the  evidence  of  oppression  and  of  traai,  and 
accumulated  wrongs  prompt  to  their  exposure. 
It  was  a  duty  scarcely  Less  sacred  to  protect 
the  friends  and  followers  of  that  gallant  chief- 
tain who  had  sealed  with  his  blood  his  devo- 
tion to  Georgia  and  to  this  Union.  That  also 
ja  finished,    f  invoke  the  teatim«»t7  of  no  man 


,to  [ffove  widt  what  fidelity  H  haa  been  ft^ 
formed.  The  hour  of  ratribation  haa  come.  I 
will  sot  Imitate,  I  am  incapable  of  imitating 
the  example  4rf  those  who  have  fonlly  cahmitf 
ated  a  peoide  whoae  honor  is  so  jnauy  dear  te 
me ;  but,  mtder  the  remonribili^  of  mj  ■!•- 
t]<m— ouder  my.pencntt  reapooaibili^,  u  t<>« 
will^-I  am  free  to  apeak,  and  I  will  speak,  si 
the  WTODjgs  of  Georgia.  I  shall  be  bri^  for 
the  oooasifm  requires  it ;  and  my  own  feelii^ 
will  prompt  me  to  tnm  aa  qukklT  aa  I  tatj 
&taa  so  disKusting  a  subject. 

Sir,  in  Uke  progreaa  of  that  ctmtrovet^, 
which  haa  grown  out  ^  the  treat;  of  Ute  In- 
dian Springs,  the  people  of  Qtorpm  hnve  besB 
groaely  and  wantonly  calnmnixtadj  and  tlie  edi 
irf  the  Adminieta«aan  have  assuted  to  pn 
onrrenoy  to  theae  calumniea.  Her  Chief  Us^ja- 
trate  haa  been  tradnoed.  The  aolema  act  d 
her  Legislature  has  been  est  at  nooght,  by  a 
rescript  of  the  Federal  Executive.  A  militaiy 
font  tarn  been  quartered  on  her  borders,  to  co- 
erce her  to  snbmission ;  and,  withont  a  trial, 
without  the  privilege  ot  beins  heard,  -witiwot 
the  semblanoe  of  evidence,  she  has  be^  de- 
prived of  rights,  secured  to  her  by  the  strfema 
atipiilationa  of  treaty. 

When,  in  obedience  to  the  wiU  of  the  L^a- 
latora  of  Georgia,  her  Chief  Maigstrate  had 
communieated  to  the  Present  his  determina- 
tion to  Borvey  the  ceded  territory,  his  rig^  t« 
do  io  was  admitted.  It  was  detdared  l^  die 
President,  that  the  act  would  be  "  wholly  "  on 
the  reanonribility  of  the  Government  of  Geor- 
gia, ana  that  "  Uie  Government  of  the  United 
St^ee  would  not  be  in  any  manner  reepocuflde 
for  any  oanseqnenc«e  which  might  result  bm 
Uie  measure."  When  his  wimngneee  to  en- 
counter this  responubility  was  announced,  it 
was  met  by  the  dedication,  that  the  Fresdent 
would  "  not  permit  the  survey  to  be  made," 
and  he  was  referred  to  a  Htjor-general  of  &e 
army  of  the  United  Btatee,  and  one  thoosand 
regulars.  The  tr^ned  bands  of  the  EmjNra 
were  to  be  employed  to  coerce  him  to  snteus- 
sion.  Why  this  pslteringl  Above  nlL  sir, 
why  this  menace? 

The  highest  judicial  tribunal  <rf  the  United 
States  had  long  ranee  decided  the  ri^t  erf 
Georgia  to  grant  and  sell  the  leads,  whi<^  At 
was  about  to  survey.  Independently  th«3i  sf 
any  title  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springs,  unless  there  b  any  one  prepared  te 
affirm  that  the  right  to  grant  doea  not  involve 
the  right  to  define  the  limits  of  the  thiog 
gnmteo,  the  act  which  she  was  about  to  pa- 
lonn,  was  manifest^  within  her  oompetencr. 
When  this  proposition,  thus  dear  ana  nmple 
in  its  prindple,  shall  come  to  be  nnderstoodl? 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  what  tena 
of  reprobntiim  soffidently  strong,  irill  they 
deeignat«  the  menace  to  employ  the  military 
force  of  this  Union  to  prevent  a  sovernn 
State  from  the  exercise  ot  her  nttqoestionaua 
rlghtf 

To  this  lawlcM  mandate,  her  OhIef  2bv»- 
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tnte  mbmitted.  tJnable  to  repress  the  feelings, 
vhtoli  had  been  excited  hj  the  oontamel^  of  Uie 
QoTemment  and  its  sKent^  he  aeTertheleM 
rcepeoted  the  peace  of  the  unioD,  and  the  t7r- 
tainj  waa  ooreeiated.  The  Senate  vill  permit 
me  to  iay  e  paasfng  word  of  this  calnmuisted 
tndiTidual — the  friend  and  oompanion  of  m; 
eerlier  years — whose  name  has  been  associated 
In  the  jonrnals  deTot»d  to  the  AdminiBtration, 
irith  the  epithets  of  madness  and  of  treason. 
Sir.  tliere  la  no  man,  however  TindiotiTe  his 
feelings,  however  led  astray  by  the  re/eries  of 
a  malevolent  fancy,  who,  in  the  moment  of  re- 
tirement, commnnlng  with  Qod  and  his  own 
oonscienoe,  bad  the  hardihood  to  avow  to  him- 
self a  belief  of  the  oalnmnies  whloh  were  ottered 
Sg^nst  the  Ohief  Ma^strate  of  Georgia.  Love 
tor  his  eonntry-^dignation  ag^nst  her  oppress- 
ors— these  are  the  ^aalillee  of  the  patriot — 
fliese  are  the  qualities  whicli  he  haa  eihlbited  in 
this  ooDtroversy. 

The  murder  of  that  iUmtrionB  chieft^  who, 
tiirongh  li^  had  manifested  a  generons,  gallant 
devotion  to  the  people  of  this  tl^don,  ie  another 
Incident  in  this  drama,  on  wltioh  that  people 
vQl,  ere  long,  affix  the  seal  of  their  reprobation. 
It  is  one  of  Qioee  events  which  grew  ont  of  the 
ooantenanoe  given  by  the  Federal  Qovemment 
to  the  oppodtion  to  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springs.  It  waa  naked  murder.  The  shallow 
pretence  of  a  law,  and  the  Jndnnent  of  a  Ooan- 
oil,  was  got  up  ex  post  facto.  I  appeal  to  those 
who  are  conversant  with  the  laws  and  cnstoms 
of  the  Indians,  if  gnoh  a  taw  could  have  existed 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  agent !  I  appeal 
to  them  to  aav.  If  Indian  Ooondls  are  not  always 
open?  To  tnoee  who  know  the  character  of  the 
Oonncil  which  was  assembled  before  the  death 
of  Uolntosh,  how  many  friends  he  had  in  it,  I 
appe^  Let  them  s^,  if  It  would  not  have 
been  aa  act  of  madness  for  his  intended  nmr- 
defers  to  have  made  known  theii  object  in  that 
Oonncil?  Yes,  sir,  I  repeat  the  declaration,  it 
was  naked  murder.  This  gallant  ohieftain  fell, 
like  Alcibiades,  by  the  hands  of  the  midaight 
anassin ;  and,  like  the  emitaaiiea  of  the  Fer^an 
Batrap,  his  aseasrina  feared  to  oome  within  the 
reach  of  Me  valiant  arm. 

The  murder  of  Mcintosh — the  defamation  of 
the  Chief  Uagistrate  of  Georgia — the  menace 
of  military  foroe  to  coerce  her  to  snbmisdon — 
'were  followed  by  the  tradaotion  of  two  of  her 
oherished  citizens,  employed  as  the  aseota  of 
(Jie  General  Government  In  negotiatmg  the 
treaty— ventlemen,  whose  integrity  will  not 
shrinlc  fTOm  a  comparison  with  that  of  the 
proudest  and  loftiest  of  their  accneera.  Then 
the  aympathiee  of  the  people  of  the  Union  were 
excited  m  behalf  of  "  ue  children  of  the  forest," 
who  were  represented  as  indignantly  spnnung 
the  g<dd,  which  was  offered  to  entice  them  firom 
the  graves  ot  thw  fathers,  and  reeolntely  deter- 
mined never  to  abandon  them.  The  incidents 
of  the  plot,  being  thus  prrpared,  the  afOdr  has- 
toDB  to  its  CDttHnmmadon.  A  new  treaty  is  Jie- 
goliatedhere— a  j>ttrtf  and  jp»ti«ntrM(y.    The 


rights  of  Geoi^a  and  of  Alabama  are  aaoi^ficed : 
the  United  States  obtdn  a  part  of  the  luida, 
and  pay  doable  the  amount  stipulated  by  the 
old  treaty ;  and  those  pore,  and  noble,  and  on- 
sophisticated  sons  of  the  foreet,  having  sno- 
ceeded  in  imporang  on  the  simplicity  of  this 
Qnvernment,  next  concert^  under  its  eye,  and 
with  its  knowledge,  the  meaoa  of  defraading 
fhelt  own  ooDstitoents,  the  Ohi^  and  warriors 
of  the  Greek  Nadon. 

For  tb^  agency  in  exratlns  the  Creeks  to 
resist  the  former  treaty,  and  in  deluding  thia 
Government  to  annnl  it,  thrte  Cheroieei,  Bidg*, 
VatM,  and  ti*/ather  of  iKeformer^  are  to  re- 
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stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to 
the  diieA  of  the  On^St  nation ;  and  the  Govern- 
ment, when  informed  of  the  [irojected  frand, 
deema  itself  powerlen  to  av^t  it.  Nav,  when 
apprised  by  yoor  am^idment,  that  you  bad  also 
detected  it^  that  Government  doee  not  hedtata 
to  interpose,  by  one  of  its  hi^  f^ctionaTies,  to 
resist  your  proceeding;  by  a  singular  fatnity, 
thns  aiviiMt  ™  oonntenanoe  and  support  to  the 
oomnnsdon  of  the  ictaaA.  Sir,  I  speak  of  what 
has  passed  befbre  yonr  eyes,  even  in  this  halL 
One-fifth  of  the  whole  purchase  money  is  to 
be  given  to  (ArM  Oheroiee*.  Txit  th'oitsakd 
DOujms  reward  one  of  the  heroes  of  Fort  Mima 
— a  boon  which  it  so  well  becomes  us  to  bestow. 
A  few  chosen  favorites  divide  among  themselvea 
upwards  of  ons  ntrirsBKn  xsm  nm  THousutD 
DOLLABS,  leaving  a  pittance  for  distribution 
among  the  great  body  of  the  chiefs  and  war- 
rioTsof  the  nation.  But  it  is  the  price  of  blood 
—of  the  blood  of  Holntosh.  Shall  it  not  be 
tnAj  distributed  among  thoee  who  shed  it  I 
And  think  you,  the  ohiet^  and  warriors  gainst 
whom  this  andaoiouB  ftvnd  is  meditated,  will 
tamely  aoqnleeoe  in  it  I  Armed  with  this  damn- 
ing proof  of  the  corruption  of  thdr  adveraariea^ 
wul  the  tbllowers  of  Holntoeh  slee^  t    Sir,  if  one 

Suk  of  his  gallant  spirit  yet  Ungcrs  among 
em,  especialiy  If  it  bums  as  it  should  bum  in 
the  bos(»n  of  that  youthful  chieftain,  whose 
high  prerogative  it  is  to  vindicate  a  fUher'i 
memory,  the  name  of  l£e  white  warrior  of  Mue- 
oogee  will  again  become  the  terror  of  his  foes. 
But  the  Administration,  though  It  oondemna 
the  fraud,  thinks  that  we  have  no  power  to 
prevent  its  oonBummation.  What,  dr,  have  we 
no  power  to  eee  that  oar  own  treaty  is  carried 
into  effect)  Have  we  no  interest  in  doing  sol 
Have  we  no  power  I  We  have  stipulated  for 
the  payment  of  two  hundred  and  forty-sevm 
thooaand  doUars  to  the  chiefi  of  the  Greek  Na- 
tion, to  In  dittributed,  among  the  ehi^  and 
varriort  qf  that  nation.  Is  not  the  dUtribution 
part  of  the  contract  as  well  as  the  payment  t 
We  know  that  a  few  cd  those  chiefs,  in  frand- 
nlent  violation  of  the  rights  secured  by  that 
treaty,  are  about  to  ^tpropriate  this  money  to 
themselves.  Are  wejiowerless  to  prevent  itt 
Nay,  must  w&  too,  sufTer  oureelvee  to  be  made 
the  oonsdons  mstrnments  of  its  consummation  ( 
We  have  made  «  bargain  with  a  savage  bibc^ 
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which  joa  choose  to  digsi^  with  the  name  of 
ft  treaty,  eonoerniog  whom  we  legiaUte  wlUt 
their  conMot,  or  nithont  it,  as  it  leeiiit  good  is 
oor  ajet.  We  know  that  wme  ten  <a  twrait^' 
of  them  un  about  to  cheat  the  remainder,  we 
bare  the  means  in  our  lunda,  without  which 
Uidr  corrupt  purpose  oannot  be  efEaoted.  Have 
wo  not  the  right  to  aea  that  otu  own  borgun  ia 
honeatlr  lUfilled  t  Oonsial«Dtlr  with  o(»nmon 
hon««t7,  can  we  put  the  oonaideratioB  monej 
of  the  oontraet  into  the  handa  ot  tboM,  who 
we  know  are  aboat  to  de&and  the  people  who 
trusted  them  I  Sir,  the  propodtion  is  abenrd. 
Bat  have  we  no  intereat  m  preventing  this 
frandt  What,  if  the  great  body  of  the  nation, 
disclaiming  the  yalidit;  of  a  treatr,  the  ooa- 
•ideration  monof  for  which  they  have  never 
Tooeiyed,  and  which  yon  have  paid  with  a 


be  in  a  worse  dilemma,  than  that  from  which 
7on  hare  endeavored  to  escape,  bj  mnnlling 
the  treaty  of  Che  In^an  Springa  t 

Will  yoQ  say  it  is  tbeir  own  affidr ;  that  tb^ 
have  trnBt«d  these  persona  to  negotiate  the 
treaty,  and  therefore  tbey.  are  entitled  to  re- 
oeive  the  money.  The  anawar  ia  pUo.  Theg 
troated  theae  men,  believing  them  to  be  honest. 
How  yoa  know  them  to  be  otherwise. 

WiU  yon  shelter  jonraelves  onder  the  powers 
granted  to  the  Delegation  t  and  did  yon  not 
dictate  tbemt  Vaa  not  the  oonnoil  convened 
l^  yonr  order?  Did  yon  not  require  the  ap-< 
poinunent  of  the  Delegation,  dranght  their 
oommission,  and  direct  tta  ekecntion  t  Waa  it  a 
free-will  oflbring  of  the  Ontk  Nation  t  Was  it 
not  rather  the  act  of  these  very  men,  who  had 
ezdted  the  Greeks  to  resist  the  old  treaty,  and 
who,  by  means  of  thia  oormpt  agreement,  are 
now  abont  to  eqjo^  the  frnite  of  uieir  specula- 
tion on  the  rimplicity  of  this  Government  t 

Sir,  yon  have  the  power,  and  it  is  yonr  inter- 
est, and  it  ia  yonr  dn^  to  exerdae  it.  Ton 
legislate  for  these  people  aa  yon  will— yon  aa- 
snme  a  gnardianship  over  all  the  Indian  tribes, 
for  the  preaervation  of  tlie  pnblio  peac«.  This 
oonaideration  alone  is  snffldent  to  anthorize 
and  to  demand  yonr  int«rferenoe.  Suffer  this 
tnad  to  be  consammated — thia  corrupt  dis- 
tribntion  to  be  carried  into  effect,  and  the  war- 
whoop  will  again  be  heard  in  the  nation,  and 
the  tomahawk  and  the  scalping  knifb  will  do 
their  office. 

It  ia  another  miserable  snggeatioti,  prom- 
inently pot  forth  in  the  report,  tnat  the  delega- 
tioQ  mdividnally  agreed  to  tlie  diBtribntion. 
Tea,  air,  tAoie  uA«  were  to  than  the  ipoilt,  etm- 
wenUd  ta  tiu  oommMtitm  of  tJie  Jraad.  But 
mark  the  progress  of  tins  ^bir;  I  refer  to  the 
report  of  the  Soperinfondent.  When  Kidge 
waa  first  aaked  if  the  members  of  the  delegation 
were  apprised  of  it,  he  anawered  "no;  hot 
Opotfaleyoholo  and  Charles  Cornells  knew  it, 
and  that  waa  enongh."  Subsequently  their  as- 
sent was  olttained— and  howl  Look  to  the 
agreement.    Each  member  of  the  deU^tion, 


not  otherwiae  provided  fbr,  was  toreodn  ml 
THonBum  DOLUBa.  Who  doea  not  pemin 
that  thia  waa  the  price  of  their  asnnCI 

And  waa  thia  intended  fraud  known  talLt 
Administration  t  Did  they  negotiate  wiUi  ma 
thna  pndigate  and  oormpt,  knoring  tbao  U 
ba  M  t  And  ^  the?  conceal  their  knowhdp 
of  the  bot  frwn  the  Senate,  the  conRitiiticad 
adviaen  of  the  Preadeott  Learing  UmdU 
ratify  in  l^iorance,  a  treatf  which  bad  bea 
negotiated  in  frwidt  I  refer  again  to  tli«  it- 
port.  Ridge  presented  their  paper  omit»iiiii( 
this  frandnlent  agreement,  at  the  time  d  ap- 
ing the  first  treaty,  which  was  on  tha  I4th  (f 
January  last.  The  next  day  it  wsi  sabaiiCU^ 
to  the  Senate.  Afterwards,  on  the  91)t  ■ 
March,  the  supplemental  article  was  ntcodild 
and  also  snbmitted ;  and,  on  the  filst  ot  AnJ, 
the  treaty  was  ratified,  from  the  !Gth  nf  Ju- 
nary,  t^en,  nntil  the  Slat  of  April,  this  tmtr 
being  before  the  Senate,  the  AdmiaiitrtiiM 
knew,  and  withheld  from  that  body  tbekiun- 
edge  of  the  fut,  that  the  greater  part  rfte 
money  atipnlated  by  that  treaty,  to  be  distn- 
nted  among  the  oliiefs  and  warrionof  dien- 
tion,  Was  to  be  fkvndnlently  kept  irm  tbi^ 
and  appropriated  to  some  ten  or  tirsntr  chiA 
In  this  ignorance  the  Senate  was  mffend  to 
ratify  this  treaty,  which,  with  s  bno'ledge  it 
thefiwt,  they  wonld  have  spnmed.  KsjtHW* 
When  the  Senate  had  detected  the  ^^^ 
guarded  against  it  by  the  amendniKit  ow 
consideration,  the  AdministrotioD  ioterfaw'' 
resist  that  amendment  The  Seutor  ^ 
Miasonri,  influenced  by  a  dedre  to  '^'^^ 
thisnnhappy  controverBy,  in  a  mode  wntBtw 
with  the  riyita  of  Georgia,  and  least  «''''*J^ 
ing  to  the  General  Government,  en^esiw  » 
propriety  of  presence  to  the  chiflfB,  ai  i  W» 
uniformly  resorted  to,  in  negotiating  wilb  »'■ 
age  tribes.  Thia  the  Departmenl  "P^^ 
torily  refosed ;"  and  yet,  at  the  ujomeEl  «  "■ 
refusal,  knew,  and  had  long  knawo,  tiie  ^ 
Jeoted  ft*Qd,  which  haa  at  length  h^plr*" 
brooght  to  light  I  make  no  oonunentaoiilM 
statement ;  I  present  it  on  this  floor  W  w 
American  people :  they  will  determine  tM 
character  of  the  traneaction. 

Bnt  I  wiU  reUeve  the  Senate,  so  far  M  I » 
concerned,  from  the  further  ooDffldei»^»» 
this  diflgnsting  subject  To  me  it  ia  iodifl«» 
which  of  theae  amendtnenta  shall  pw"^ 
believe  that  adopted  bj  the  Senate  ^^  •*  ?? 
efficient,  and,  aa  a  member  of  the  C*"^  „ 
of  Conffirence,  I  have  not  felt  anihoriirt" 
yield  an  important  principle,  without  iB  w^ 
tion.  My  chief  olgect  has  been  to  eq«**J" 
fraud,  and  thna  to  prevent  its  ooDanmniw*! 
and  that  porpose  has  been  ftilfilled 

I  leave  to  those  who  have  directed  ^^ 
troverBy,the  cheering  reflection,  that  Ih^" 
trampled  on  the  rights  of  Georgia,  ■•^"^"3 
were  bound  to  protect;  acd  calnnmiatw" 
citizens,  their  agents,  whose  honor  it  ^^r^ 
doty  to  guard  r  that  they  have  imf^^lT 
to  the  old  treaty,  and  have  ahraok  fi«a  ^ 
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ftoot  of  It  J  lod  that  the  operationa  wUcb 
LaTO  eventaated  in  that  compact,  wMoh  we 
ate  now  called  npon  to  oongnniinate,  were  oom- 
menoed  ia  blood,  and  have  terminated  in  cor- 
ruption, 

Mr.  KiKQ  uid  he  ooold  not  oonamt  to  give 
hla  vote  withont  saying  one  word.  When  tUs 
matter  was  brought  before  OongreM,  at  an  earljr 
period  of  the  seMion,  thej  were  taaght  to  be- 
u«Te,  fiM>m  all  the  dooomeiita  snbmitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  AS&in,  that  gre^  exer- 
tions bod  been  used  to  bring  aboat  an  aooom- 
modation,  and  to  save  than  from  the  neceeaitj 
of  going  into  an  examination  of  the  old  trea^ 
which  waa  eaid  to  be  founded  in  frand  and  oor- 
rnptlon.  The  ao[iimitt«e  had  taken  the  treatj 
aabmitted  to  them  into  examination,  and  came 
to  the  oondoaion  that,  aa  it  did  not  cede  all  the 
lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  Uie^  oonld 
not  ooBstitDtioDallj  ratify  it,  and  relnmad  it  to 
the  Senate.  A  lett»r  was  addrened  to  the  War 
Department,  aoqnainting  the  Secretary  of  the 
diaporition  of  the  oommittM^  and  the  oonne 
that  woDid  be  adopted.  It  was  in  this  state  of 
things  that  the  ouie&  Irere  again  aaaembled, 
and,  though  tbev  bad  informed  Uie  War  Depart- 
ment tb^  under  no  drciunBtanoes  whatever, 
conid  thej  extend  the  hmita  beyond  what  they 
were  extended  by  that  treaty,  yet,  after  great 
exertion,  they  brought  out  a  snpplemeDtaiy 
treaty,  which,  we  were  told,  embraoed  all  the 
lands  in  Georj^  I  stated  diatinctly,  that,  if 
any  treaty  waa  to  be  formed  short  c^  that  of 
the  Indian  Springs,  I  protested  against  it.  I 
■Mked  that  the  whole  natter  might  be  sabmitted 
to  GoDgr«eLand  that  they  mlgut  determine  on 
tliefrand.  The  formvtr«Rtj  had  been  ratified; 
it  became  tiie  snpreme  law  of  the  land.  Its  ad- 
▼ersu^ea  say  it  is  founded  in  firand.  Where  is 
the  evidence  they  have  given  us  of  ft?  They 
have  given  none.  When  they  foond  it  would 
be  rdeoted,  and  that  neceesity  forced  on  them 
to  snWit  to  it,  or  to  prodnce  Uie  evidence,  they 
got  up  this  aupplemeiitaiT  treaty,  which  they 
thoQ^t  wotdd  do  away  the  objections  on  oon- 
adtnttonal  groonda.  I  went  further  than  the 
Secretary,  I  knew,  from  the  dispoeition  of  the 
individuals,  that  there  was  a  great  de^re  to  get 
clear  (rf  this  investigation,  and  that  they  wonid 
go  great  lengths  to  efibot  iL  I  stated  to  lum 
that,  if  the  usual  oohim  was  reeorted  to,  and 
the  pAiper  means  were  adopted  to  conciliate 
the  chiefi,  an  arrangement  might  be  made 
which  would  be  satiafactory  to  all  parties.  He 
refused  to  resort  even  to  the  disbibation  of  the 
common  presents.  He  said  it  waa  bribery  and 
oorruf  tion ;  it  was  base ;  he  wonld  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it,  nor  woold  he  delegate  the 
power  to  another.  With  a  fyi  know! 
the  most  in&mons  frauds  ever  committed  _,  . 
set  of  Indian  chieb,  he  entered  lata  a  treaty. 
What  was  this  money  I  It  was  a  oonsideration 
for  the  land  sold;  to  take  from  the  nation  at 
large — the  people,  who  had  a  right  to  the  oo- 
cnpanoy  of  tbe  landa— the  amonot  that  was 
equivalent  to  this  land,  and  to  put  it  into  the 
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hands  of  the  rasoally  chief^  not  of  the  Oreeka 
only,  bnt  of  the  Oheroke«a,  who  came  here  to 
prevent,  as  for  as  any  misrepresentation  ooold 
prevent,  any  measures  by  which  the  trea^  of 
tbe  Indian  Springs  shonld  be  confirmed.  What 
will  be  said  of  the  head  of  tbe  Department,  who 
spumed  the  bribery  and  comiptton,  yet,  with  a 
knowledge  of  this  fraud,  brings  forward  th^ 
tjwity,  and  doea  not  give  ns  this  informstionf 
la  there  a  Senator,  who,  with  a  foil  knowledge 
of  the  fraud  which  has  been  attempted,  and 
which  is  to  be  oonanmmftted,  would  not  prefer 
the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  not  thns  stun- 
ed  with  frand !  The  genueman  from  Ohio  saya 
it  is  imposdble  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
should  understand  the  potreis  given  to  theas 
cbiefk  He  bad  their  instructions  in  his  borean ; 
Qeneral  Qainea  brought  Ihem  to  him.  Tb^ 
were  to  cede  all  the  lauds  to  the  east  of  tbe 
Ohatahooobie,  and  with  discretion  to  go  as 
much  farther  as  they  thonght  proper,  Thesr 
power  waa  ample,  and  the  Secretary  knew  at 
the  time  that  they  possessed  that  power :  and, 
therefore,  that  their  assertion  to  the  oontrary 
waa  fklse.  The  coDstitntional  question  as  re- 
gards Oeorgia,  yet  remains  in  force,  and  though 
it  may  not  seem  to  t^ply  to  Alabama,  I  edll 
think  our  rights  were  violated  in  annolling  that 
treaty  and  adopting  another.  I  wish  I  oould 
devise  any  mode  of  getting  that  laat  treatv  back 
again  before  the  Senate,  that  It  might  be  re- 
jeoted,  beoaose  it  would  defeat  a  villaooaa  fraad. 
It  would  bring  abont  an  examination  of  the 
orii^nal  treaty,  which  waa  greatly  advanta- 

Cns  to  the  State  of  Alabama.  It  wonld  not 
e  been  thns  advantageous  to  individnala, 
nor  would  it  have  been  found  tjnotured  with 
hvai  and  corruption,  as  many  gentiemen  sup- 
pose, I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  oon- 
snlting  with  gentlemen  in  regard  to  the  course 
which  ought  to  be  pursued  where  tbe  ratiHca- 
Hon  haa  not  been  made  by  the  President,  or  I 
should  have  been  induced  to  have  placed  a  res- 
olution on  the  tab^  asking  the  President  to  sus- 
pend the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  if  it  has  not 
yet  been  ratified.  In  that  I  fear  I  ahould  fuL 
The  distribution  of  the  money  ia  perfectly  in- 
different to  me.  It  would,  I  think,  be  better  it 
should  be  distributed  through  the  medium  ot 
the  agent;  he  is  aoqnunted  with  the  individ- 
uals in  every  town.  If  you  distribate  it  thronsh 
the  medium  of  a  Bpe<ual  agent,  in  open  council, 
thero  ia  and  may  be  a  way  by  which  these 
fraudulent  individnala  m^  get  posseedon  <^  a 
portion  of  the  money.  I  am  disposed  to  de- 
prive them  of  the  whole.  The  agent,  knowing 
the  chie&  and  the  towns,  wonld  diatnbnte  it  so 
that  it  should  be  divided  among  all  the  OrealiS, 
The  very  oironmstance  of  your  taking  the  dl»- 
tribution  from  bim  has  a  suspicious  appearance^ 
as  if  he  was  not  to  be  trusted.  I  know  he  haa 
rendered  himself  odions  to  this  people,  in  con- 
sequence of  hia  arraying  himself  agamst  thia 
frand.  I  shall  vote  for  insisting  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate. 
The  qneaUon  was  thm  taken  on  Mr.  Houna'a 
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prt^oittioii  to  nneiid  Mr.  Tiv  BvMB'a  rMdn- 
ticoi,  and  wu  dwdded  Id  tha  ■fflntwtlTe,  ajes  19, 
DOM  1«;  ind  th«u  the  qneation  wm  Uk«a  im> 
ling  to  the  niolation  u  mended,  md  oir- 
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Ut.Habkbow  then,  putlr  from  lomedroam- 
■taacei  which  aroee  oot  of  ^e  preoeding  debate, 
and  partly  from  the  qoond^  of  bnuneM  jet  to 
be  acted  on,  and  Oie  little  proepect  thwe  wae, 
enuidwiog  tbe  length  of  the  deutea,  to  aot  on 
It  all  bj  bxiMWTow  night,  offiwed  a  reeolatioQ 
^cqKiring  to  extend  uw  eMdon  to  nmndaj 
next ;  '•rhioh,  after  eome  diKiMrion  beCireea 
Hxmn.  HAsnuoiT,  Hmn,  ButKnir,  Bestoit, 
KuBos,  Ohakducb,  Uaooit,  Eno,  and  Row&n, 
was  eoncmrred  in,  hj  jtBM  and  najs,  u  follows : 

Tus. — Hessi*.  Buton,  Benton,  Berrien,  Bon- 
Iknj,  Bfancb,  Cbamben,  Chue,  Eston,  Kndlaj, 
Amien,  Hendrtcki,  Jofaostoo  of  LooUana,  Sing, 
lioyd,  lUrka,  KoUe,  Hokeu^  Seed,  BeUdw,  Bog- 
glas,  Bsntbrd,  Sernoar,  Saith,  numss.  Ten  ^ 
len,  WDOdbnr; — St. 

Nats.— Keais.  Bell,  Chandler,  Diokeraon,  Ed- 
wards, Harper,  Hajne,  Holmes,  Kuie,  Enlghl,  Ha- 
000,  Bowan,  Taiewell,  White,  WUUaais— 11. 

8ATUXD1.T,  Uaj  SO. 
Tins  and  OKm  Land* 


Aim.  of  Congress,  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  vith 
the  agent  of  the  late  emigrants  from  Fnnoe,  in 
pnnnuce  of  ui  aot  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  cer- 
tain poblio  luids  for  the  encoaragement  of  the  cnl- 
Uratlon  of  ths  Tine  and  olive ;  with  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  emigranta,  and  tbe  allotnents  sarigned 
them  respecUrelf ;  with  s  statement  showing  ttie 
allotments  forfeited  for  nonperformance  of  tlie  con- 
dition* ia  tbe  contract :  snowing,  also,  the  cases 
trherein  tbe  condiUons  hare  been  performed,  and 
the  manner  of  such  performance,  by  whom,  and 
nnder  what  tenure  or  snthority,  (in  the  cases  where 
othere  than  the  original  allottees  may  be  tbe  occu- 
pants ;)  and  that  he,  at  the  same  time,  communi- 
cate any  other  informaUon  hi  his  possession  dted- 
tng  the  tiOes  derived  under  the  act  aforesaid,  and 
the  aot  supplemental  thereto,  witb  any  cinsiun- 
■tanoea  vbicb  may  famish  eqnltabla  grounds  of  re- 
Hef  from  forfeiture,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Osain>LBB  aaked  for  some  {nformation 
from  the  mover,  in  explanation  of  the  objeots  of 
the  reeolntiott. 

Ifr,  FiOKXNB  said  he  eappoeed  the  reaolntlon 
wwild  be  anSdently  explanatorr  of  Ita  obJeeL 
He  wonld,  however,  offer  a  few  words.  In  tbe 
jrear  ISl?,  after  tbe  last  reTdntJon  in  Fraiiae, 
an  application  was  made  by  a  nnmber  of  emi- 
giSints,  who  had  abandoned  their  conntJT  to 
seek  a  home  here  for  a  plaoe  of  refnge,  where 
ibtff  might  congregate  together,  and  be  em- 
pl<^ed  in  thtir  original  occupation  of  onltiTating 
the  TiDe,  The  Oongreae  of  the  United  States, 
with  great  liberality,  paned  an  aot  with  almost 
unexampled  nnanimity  in  their  fiivor,  and  four 
towndilpa  of  land  were  grained,  and  tiie  Seoi«- 


tarx  (tf  th«  TreMOTT  was  Greeted  to  uilnl 
witii  the  >8<nt|  or  agents,  employed  by  An 
emimnta,  for  the  etdttntion  of  sadi  TtgttiHt 
proaQotlans  as  ml^tt  be  [ffeiper.  The  SMntn; 
of  the  Treasnrj,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  tbe  aolto- 
i^  of  that  act,  made  oontnots  with  the  i(«M 
of  the  emigranti^  reqniring  ceKain  Modttiai 
for  tha  ooltiTatim  of  the  vine  and  obre  it  t» 
tain  periodai  The  last  eonditiim  trf  caltjnfioi 
and  improTemonL  expirad  on  the  Sth  etltOKj 
last. 

It  was  nndaratood,  Jlr.  P.  arid,  that  the  Swi- 
tary  of  the  Treaaorr  had  it  in  oonteniplatiai,  k 
the  next  rsMSB  of  Oouresg^  to  send  sn  igsot  it 
ascertain  bow  Bur  tiie  ftaldlmeat  td  the  eontMl 
had  taken  plaea ;  and  tbe  object  of  the  imh- 
tioD  v$»,  that,  while  that  ln(bnnalii»  wia  si 
leoting,  he  might  ctdleot  all  other  that  imglitbe 
aatMhotm;  to  oommonioate  to  CoDgreaa  Bc« 
of  thoae  parwHM  mJoht  not  hare  fiilfflMto 
oontnot,  but  yet  nd(^  have  eqoitaUe  gniiA 
on  wbkh  to  be  reprieved  mm  fbmtm 
There  ware  <rtbera  against  whom  ths  feifttlan 
onght  to  be  impoaed ;  md,  while  tlus  iiifiin» 
don  waa  ooUeeUng,  it  IrooU  be  as  ssey  n^ 
fbr  the  agent,  by  having  his  attendoo  pmm 
directed  to  It,  to  gat  ample  infbmstiaD  le  r^ 
port  at  the  next  sesdon  of  Oongrees. 

Vr.  P.  said  he  thought  it  was  a  datT  be  OWN 
to  the  Senate  to  state,  that,  while  then  no 
many  peraons  who  were  bona  fiJ*  mipii^ 
from  fVanoe,  there  were  many  otbsrs  »bo  m, 
somehow  or  othw,  imposed  tiMmielTa  » 
the  Treasnry  Dqiertmoit,  who  had  nerw  ^ 
France,  bnt  who  had  emigrated  frooi  &  I* 

™iSvP. said  ha  hoped  that  wbai  U* "" 
shoold  be  flnally  considered  by  Cragi^  la 
soma  degree  of  liberally  woold  be  mdA 
There  were  eome  who  had  fciM  jM»  <**' 
down,  and  bad  andaavored  to  tM  toe  M- 
tract;  many  of  them  wm»  good  (aiiMi>«.«2 
(hongh  they  were  not  recent  enugmiB,  * 
that  thte  errw  wonld  therefore  be  overioeW 
These  were  the  reascats  why  he wbihed  •"« 
oircnmstancea  to  bo  ooHeoted  by  the  nsit  «■" 
of  Oongreaa.  ^ 

Mr.  Knra  add  he  did  not  wish  to  oiV»W 
reeolntion  oArad  by  his  aolleagQS,biitbi<w 
enggest  that  it  WIS  unneoesaary,  ss  an  D|^ma| 
mation  had  been  o«nmmileat«d  to  ^J"^^ 
the  last  senion.  TheSeoretaryofthelwm 
by  a  oaU  ttom  the  Senate,  comnmnwW  » 
Oongreaa  a  list  of  all  the  penone  who  *w|J' 
titied  to  land  nnder  Oia  grant  of  the  f^^ 
ships  in  Alabama.  Tbe  names  wwe  twre,  I" 
the  qoantitj  of  land  granted  to  each.  TUW 
difference  between  that  and  the  pfeW'jS* 
tion,  was  the  attempt  to  distinguish  b«^ 
those  who  were  actual  emferenta  i™^^^ 
and  fliose  who  ware  not.  ■ftatwodd  prow's 
be  attended  with  conirideraUedifflonHr  J^ 
s«d  he  had  caUed  tbe  attentioD  of  lbs  8«B»2 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  snbteot :  be  bsd  s*™^ 
a  note  to  him  reminaDg  him  that  «w»^& 
riod  had  pawed,  and  that  the  second  pens*.  "• 
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BttpnlatitHiB,  to  inqidK  about  tiiwiiHfUtDra.  Mr. 
K.  uM  b«  ]i«d  infeimed  the  BeonUcy  l2u>t  th^^ 
irtn  maiiT  emigrants  who  lud  dteraaed  of  the 
property  to  iDdividoak  fbr  a  TahiBDle  oonnder- 
•ttcm,  and  that  it  would  probably  become  a  mat- 
tar  m  eqnitable  ooDsidera&m.  The  Secretary 
bad  aann«d  him  Utat  an  agent  ahonld  be  ap- 
pointed to  otdleot  all  the  infwmation  rdatlve  to 
the  oaMnti<»i  of  the  vine  and  olive  np  to  Jan- 
narjr  l»lv  where  the  truuftr  had  been  made,  by 
whom  nude,  at  vbat  time,  and  oltier  Informa- 
tion. Vr.  K.  laid  be  made  thia  etatement  to 
■how  his  oolleagne  that  a  portion  of  tfae  infor- 
mation called  fbr  1)7  hla  reeolotioii,  wai  alreadj 
iMd'on  the  Senate,  and  that  the  reeidoe  woold 
be  attended  to  bj  the  Becretarj' of  ttie  Treasor^. 
Jir.  Ohahsleb  aaii  he  was  aatiefled  tliat  the 
nediitioQ  was  proper,  and  wonld  only  bring  to 
tiie  mind  of  the  Secretair  of  the  Treasory  what 
had  fbrmerlj  been  atated  to  him  bj  the  gentle- 


llr.  PicKXNfl  nid  it  waa  no  doobt  true,  that 
part  of  tiie  Infmnation  might  hare  been  cota- 
monioated,  hot  if  any  thing  m(»e  had  t>eeo  oom- 
mnnioated,  it  must  haTe  bem  more  than  waa 
irithin  the  pown  <tf  tlie  Secretary  of  Uie  Treaa- 
nry  to  eommnnloate.  ffia  main  otfjeot  waa,  to 
oolleot  all  the  facte  In  relation  to  the  ttalfihnent 
of  the  contract,  with  snob  other  droomatanoee 
at  might  operate  in  tavat  of  the  oocnpaota,  or 
otherwiw,  not  ooofining  the  investigation  to 
thoee  who  were  recent  emigranta.  The  act  of 
ISSa,  Mr.  F,  said,  had  individoeliEed  the  oontraot, 
b^  wtddi  any  raie  indiridnal  oonld  obl^n  a  title. 
In  conaeqaenoe  <JthiB,  it  vonld  be  necessary  to 
fciat  out  the  partioolar  allotmenta,  and  that 
connected  with  the  other  infbrtnatdon,  wonld  he 
more  complete. 

The  reaolntion  was  Uien  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  reUef  of  the  Florida  Indiana 
waa  taken  np,  and  oonsLdered,  aa  In  Oommittee 
tf  the  Whole. 

The  qneation  being  on  wreejng  to  the  amend- 
ment propoaed  by  the  Senate,  approprlaldng 
$80,000  for  remoring  the  said  Indians  to  the 
eonntry  weat  of  the  Mieeonri  and  Territory  of 
^i-tiiTiiw,  After  a  brief  eiplanation  by  Mr. 
BxsToir,  the  ameadmeDt  was  conomred  in,  and 
the  bili  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  biiI>- 
eequentiy  paaeed. 

Mr.  OaAMBBBa  renewed  the  motion  to  tal  , 
the  bill  for  the  preeerration  and  repur  of  the 
Oomberland  road.  The  motion  waa  negatived 
— VTM  IB,  noee  SO. 

nte  Senate  prooeeded  to  oonrider  the  amend- 
mmt  of  the  other  Honae  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  "regulating  proceaa  in  tlie  States  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  ^noe  17W." 

A  short  disonnion  enaned  between  Ifeasn. 
HAxmaoH,  Klse,  Sow  ah,  and  'Warm,  in  which 
the  amendment  was  oppoeed  as  leaving  lOssonri, 
Mlariaaippi,  Indiana,  lllint^  Alabama,  and  Ten- 
nessee, without  any  system  <tf  exeontion  laws, 
In  the  Feder^  Oonrta. 

Ym.  VIIL— 88 


Mr.  Kasx  moved  to  amend  Ute  amendmentof 
the  Honae,  by  adopting  the  provtaioos  of  the 
original  bill,  in  the  States  which  bad  not  been 
provided  fbr  by  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  prevtuled. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JoRimoir,  of  Lon., 
the  bill  wag  lud  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WoODBusT  then  (abont  4  o'clock)  moved 
that  the  Senate  take  a  recess  until  6  o'clock; 
wluoh,  having  been  agreed  to — 

The  Vioti  PuamxHT  rcae  and  stated  that  it 
was  hia  intention  now,  having  reached  the  last 
boriness  d^  <^  the  seadon,  by  witbdrawinK 
from  U>e  chai^  to  give  to  the  Senate  the  naou 
oppwtanity  of  iqipolntii:^  a  President  pro  tem- 
pore. Benwe  retiring,  however,  he  wonld  take 
the  oooarion  to  ntnm  hia  thanks  for  the  snp- 
port  and  oonrtesy  which  the  Chair  bad  nid- 
fbrm^  received,  and  to  congratulate  the  Senate 
on  tiie  great  degree  of  talent  and  patriotiBm  that 
had  been  evinoed  in  the  body  doting  this  long 
and  laboilona  aeasion. 

The  Senate  tbm  a^Jonmed  to  S  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Seming  Smimt — Election  qf  Fretidenl  ^  dtt 
SenaUpro  tan. 

The  Senate,  at  B  o'clock,  aaeembled,  and  ao<m 
after,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noblk,  proceeded  to 
elect  a  President  pro  tem. 

lib-.  ILloov  having,  on  the  1?th  ballot,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  nnmber  of  vot«e,  was  de- 
clared dnly  elected  Preddent  pro  tempore,  of 
the  Senate^  and  was  oondncted  to  the  chair  by 
Mr.  Smitb,  when  he  delivered  a  short  addrea& 
ezpresdve  of  his  thanks  fbr  the  honor  confarred 
on  him,  and  the  assorsnce  that  every  exertion 
is  his  power  would  be  used  to  despatch  all  the 
bndneea  as  q)eedily  as  poadble. 

OwrJierland  Soad. 

lb.  HcHsmoKa  moved  to  take  np  for  oonnd- 
eration  the  bill  for  the  preeervation  and  repdr 
of  the  Onmbertand  road,  and  called  fbr  the 
yeaa  and  nays  on  the  qnestion. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs,  Bsbbhv, 
WooDBDBT,  and  Bxktov.    It  was  anpported  by 


that,  nnder  the  preeent  oircnmstanoea,  the 
friends  of  the  bill  wonld  be  content  with  that 
part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  appropriation; 
(disoardiDg  the  providm  for  toll  ffOM.) 

Mr.  HncmoKS  withdrew  his  motion  to  take 
up  the  bill. 

Mr.  OHAUxns  then  moved  that  the  Senate 
rfroonndw  their  vote  on  the  bill  maki^  ap- 
propriatlMis  for  the  public  boildlngs  in  Wastt- 
Ington,  fbr  the  porpoee  of  making  an  amend- 
ment to  it,  by  adding  a  dense  making  ao 
appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the  Onmberhmd 
Boad. 

Mr,  Bmrtok  said  there  were  other  hills  which 
would  oome  np  in  dne  coarse,  to  which  the 
' '  be  attached. 

was  decided  Is  th* 


would  oome  np  in  dne  coarse, 

proposed  amendment  ooold  be  al 

The  motion  to  re-oonsider  was 


[,fhn.8eutBthn 
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took  np  tha  bill  to  Mithraiaa  Hie  MirTaTiDg 
ud  maldog  k  nwd  in  the  Teriitoij  of  Ar- 
fcansaa. 

Mr.  OKuawat  mored  to  add  to  thii  UU  a 
Motion  a{>|>ropriatiiig  U,000  doUan  fbr  the  i«- 
pair  ^tbfl  Onmberlsnd  road. 

ilr.  Eatoh  mored  to  lar  tho  UH  on  the 
tablo,  as  being  oaloii]at«d  to  inndTO  important 
priodidea ;  and  whiob  would  girs  riae  to  mtuh 
disonsBioa. 

Hr.  OaucBsn  witbdraw  hii  motion,  and  tliA 
bill  waa  then  laid  on  (jhe  table. 

On  moti<m  of  Mr.  Kno,  tbe  Senate  iiuitlad 
on  their  amendment  to  the  biil  fi>r  the  relief  of 
tho  Flwida  Indiaoe,  bat  the  Senate  aabaeqmnt- 
Ir  r«Md«i  from  it 

On  molioa  of  Mr.  Noblb,  a«  Oommittee  on 
Pentiona  were  diaobarged  from  the  Airtfaeroon- 
dderadon  of  the  bill  from  the  other  Eonae  for 
the  rdiaf  of  invalid  penrionera;  steting,  u  a 
reaaon,  that  the  bill  had  been  kept  badtin  the 
other  Hoosa  until  ao  late  a  daj,  that  there  wm 
not  time  fbr  the  oommbtee  to  famadnt*  the 
great  nomber  of  oaaea  embraoed  by  uie  bQl, 
and  that  it  oonld  not,  therefbr^  be  acted  on  at 
the  t»'«eent  aeetion,  having  been  reoeived  onl^ 
two  or  diree  daTs  rinoe, 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  E^toir,  the  Senate  proeeed- 
ed  to  reoonaider  the  vote  on  the  bill  mating 
^>^opriationa  for  the  public  haUdinga  in  Waib- 
Ington;  and  Mr.  OauaxM  then  offered  the 
amendment  relative  to  the  Oamberlasd  load, 
whiob  had  been  befiire  oAred  and  with- 
drawn. 

Some  diaooinon  ennted,  in  whloh  Meaara. 
Baton,  Ohahbibs,  OHuroi^aB,  Bxumr,  £i>- 
WAKDB,  Hats^  Habkhoit,  FcrsLAT,  uid  Tub- 
TOx,  took  part. 

Mr.  Masks  moved  to  amend  the  ameDdment 
by  striking  ont  (40,000  and  inswtiiig  |80,00a 

Mr.  Tazkwxu.  inquired  of  the  Obtar  wheUnr 
the  bill  had  not  passed  whioh  tin  gwtleman 
fr(»n  Tennessee  wished  to  reooosUert  WaauA 
the  qneatiMi  whiob  was  now  pending,  whether 
the  vote  fbr  passing  the  bill  shoold  oe  reoon- 
ddered  ixr  not)  And  he  wished  to  know,  aftor 
a  bill  bad  passed  a  third  rea^ng^  and  the  qnea- 
tion  fiv  reooosidersli<m  ooming  on,  whether 
an  amendment  oonld  be  ofiered  to  a  hill  tiiat 
badpaaaedt 

The  Ohair  dedded  that  the  bill  now  stood  as 
It  did  on  its  third  reading,  and  an  amendment 
oonld  not  be  oflbred— it  conid  00)7  be  got  at  by 


TiAS.— He***.  Bnrin,  Ohudkr.Huw,  Him 
lUeoa,  l^Mwdl,  WUte— T. 

Sats.— Kmbib.  Batton,  BooBgnT,  Bnnd^  Oia- 
beta,  Chue,  Dlakeiacm,  Eaton,  Kdwtidi,  Ibdkj, 
Harrison,  Hendricks,  Holmea,  Jobnstrai  ol  Lo» 
(Una,  Kane,  King,  Uojd,  lUib,  Noble,  BoU^ 
Bugglen,  Bejmonr,  Smith,  TIuhdu,  Williua,  Wooi^ 
burj— 86.  ' 

The  qneaticoi  was  th«i  taken  on  the  mm- 
mibne&t,  and  decided  in  the  affimatiT^  tij  jvi 
ai>d  naja,  aa  follows : 

TiAS.— HesKS.  Barton,  BooBaj,  Cbata^ 
Eaton,  Kndlaj,  HaniKw,  HendridM,  BotaKS,  Ua- 
stonof  Loalsiuia,  Kane,  Uo;d,  lhIkl,M<ltllt,a«■ 
glea,  SerBMuT,  Sntlh,  Tbnaai    17. 

KAra.^Meavs.  Barrien,  Brsneh,  aundn,  Ckn^ 
MekemHW  tdward^Ha^,  Haynt, Kmft Htm, 
Bobbins,  Tatewell,  white,  Vlooebiaj~U. 


Mr.  Ohambus  then  moved  to  reoommit  the 
bill  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Distriot  ot  Oolmn- 
bio,  with  iDstrnotiona  to  report  an  amendment 
of  B0,000  doUan  for  the  repair  of  the  Oiunber- 
land  road. 

Mr,  Hathb  moved  to  lar  the  bill  on  the 
table;  stating  that  the  pnbiio  boiMinga  mnat 
anffer  the  fate  of  the  Onmbedand  ntS  amn- 
priation,  if  gentleman  would  indst  on  t^^"g 
the  one  to  the  other;  and  the  motion  waa 
dedded  in  the  negative^  bv  veas  and  nava,  aa 
followa; 


Mr.  Tabwxu.  inquired  whetbo'  tlie  til 
having  been  alreadr  oom  read  this  dsf,  omU 
heagwn  readt 

The  Chair  dedded  that  the  reoommitiB^ 
took  the  third  reading  of^  and  that  waj  tliiif 
that  regarded  the  passage  of  the  bill  iriat  fct 
-lothing  when  it  waa  recommitted. 

The  qoestioa  waa  Qwd  pat  on  ecndMai 
the  rq>ort  of  the  o(»iuidttee,  (jtfopoHig  lb 
ODmbwland  road  ai^nqtriationO  and  m  ^ 
dded  in  the  afBrmativp — ajw  IT. 

The  qnesticHt  thai  waa  on  sgreedaK  to  tin 
amendment  <d  the  Mil,  reported  bj  the  cm)- 
mitiee. 

After  some  diaanaaloa  between  Mean.  Tils' 
wKix,  Smrk,  Houob,  OHADDUa,  OauaOi, 
NuBLa^KBBDQf,  and  Habsboif— 

Mr.  wooDBuxT  otbied  an  ammdnMnt  to  A> 
amendment,  "providing  that  a  snm  ecpil  >■< 
amount  to  the  add  ^>propriation  ranu»  ^ 
axpended  of  the  two  per  cent.  1^;"  «!>)» 
waa  dedded  in  the  ne^ve,  bj  yeas  sod  »P, 
aafoOowa: 

Tkas.— Hessts.  BsRfeii,  Brumh,  Chudkr,  H^ 
snoD,  Edwuda,  Hinei,  Hajne,  King,  Xm*! 
Bowu,Tawwell,  White,  Woodbnrr— It. 

N^m— Hestrs.  Bonlign;,  Cbamben,  AM 
Eaton,  Fladlaj,  Harrison,  Hsndri^  BiM 
Jobnrtoo  of  Loolrisna,  Kaoe,  Llojd,  Mini,  Saitt 


The  qneatloa  was  then  ttim  oa  sgmiif 
3  the  amendment  reported  by  the  oniuDiW>| 
nd  was  dedded  in  the  affirmative, bj  jmm 
aaja,  17  to  14. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  s^ 
reading,  and  sabeeqnenUy  passed,  si  siMim 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Kepr«seaUtin*  w 


Suodarm 


And  then,  at  4  o'clock  0 
the  Senate  aqjonmed. 


On  modon  of  Mr.  gwTH,  It  was  ordtr*^  ^ 
the  Secretai7  Inform  the  House  of  B 
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tivw  ihut  tile  Beii&t6,  h&Tiiu  finlabBd  tiie  Log- 
islatiTe  bnriaai  before  them,  an  ftboat  to  ad- 
Hie  Senate  oonaaiTed  in  the  Joint  resolution 
to  wait  on  the  Fremdent  of  the  United  Btates, 
-with  the  infiHrmation,  that  the  two  Hoosea, 
luving  ooncihided  their  LesielatiTe  bnaiiieB& 
irere  about  to  adjourn ;  and  Meavs.  Stara  and 
Llotd  were  appoints  the  ootninlttee  on  the 
port  of  tbo  Sedaia.    Soon  after, 


Ur.  SioTH  reported,  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee,  that  thef  bad  wuted  on  the  Freddent 
of  the  United  Btate^  who  iufonned  them  that 
he  had  no  ftartfaer  ootomnuiostion  to  make. 

Tlie  Praddent  of  the  -Senate,  pro  tempore, 
nude  a  short  addreea,  wishing  the  members  of 
the  Senate  a  safe  return  home,  that  tiiej  might 
find  their  families  well,  and  that  their  daji 
might  bemai^. 

And  diea  the  Senate  ac|]oi>nied. 


D,g,tza:Jb.GOOg[e 
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FBOCSEDINOS  AKS  DEBATES 
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THE    HOtrSE   OF   EEPEEBENTATIVES.* 


yiosDA.1,  Deoember  5, 183S. 

This  bdng  the  Aaj  fixed  for  tlw  meeting  of 

tlie  Nineteenth  Oonxrese^  at  lU  11m  Beaaion. 

at  12  o'olook  the  roQ  of  the  Eoose  was  oallea 


OTM  bj  the  Olerk,  (Ma^tthiw  St.  Olaix 
Oi-iBxa,  Esq.,}  and  it  appeared  that  tliere  ireio 
preaeot  804  memboi^  neddea  three  Delegates 
from  Territoriea, 
The  HooH  thm  proceeded  to  the  e 


JToIm.— Jolm  Andanon,  Wm.  Bnrltlch,  XbcDHtr  H«c 
tick,  DiTld  Kldd«,  Enoch  Udoc^  Jiramlih  O'Bilaii,  Pdag 

yia  Km^MMrt.— lahibod  Butlitt,  Tltoi  Brown,  H*- 
li^mlnh  EhQdu,  Jotittlxui  Harrdr,  Jc»^>h  Hoalf ,  Thcsnat 
IThlpi^  Jr. 

JTiKdnflMirftt  nrninnl  0.  Allm,  John  Ballar,  Fnadt 
BiTliH,  B.  17.  Crovnlndilalil,  JohB  Dnlt,  Htniy  W. 
Diri^t,  EdwudSnntt,  Annin  Hotart,  Bunnol  Isihivp, 
John  Loeka,  John  B«*d,  John  Vunnm,  Duiial  Wabrta. 

B/U>d4  AIa«kl.--Triitnm  BoigM,  DntM  J.  P*u««. 

CtoMMeMoiil-Jahn  Bkldwfn,  HejH  BuUr,  Bdph  J. 
Ingnwll,  Oiufa  HwwIb,  EUih*  Phalp*,  Oldton  Tornhn- 

PHrmoHt— Wm.  a  BndlcrilMhn  a  Killwr.  'ohn  Mit- 
ti>ota,XmlI«ah,e«cit>K.  WilM. 
JTaw  rerfc— pMnanlo  Aduu,  Wm.  S.  Ancal,  Hauj 


Anutnnif,  John  B.  Bvboar,  Bnnrall  BuHtt,  SathuM 
B.  Chdbona,  Thonua  DiTanport,  Bu^^hbIu  EatUl,  Jokn 
TUtja,  Bobart  a  Oanult,  Joaaph  iabBim,  WnUam  HBOoy, 
Ctaailia  F.  Uanw,  Thomu  Navton,  Alfrad  H.  Powdl,  Vfl- 
Uam  0.  BlT«a,  WllUun  Smith,  Andrew  BtaTasHia,  tobM 
TiIEtftno,  B«b«rt  Tartw,  Junei  Tnnant.— {Ona  nan^.J 
SartH  OaroUiui. — WOUt  AJiton,  John  H.  Bi7*ii,  Bamnd 
P.  Cuwn,  Hanij  y!,  Ooimar,  Weldon  13.  BdwnnU,  Richud 


Dalli,in«ol  Foafit^  Duial  O.  OuBHTi 'ohn 
Abr*.  K  Haibnook,  Uoaia  HajrdaM,  UAmI  Hoffmu, 
Chutei  Hnmphiaj.  Jsneiu  JohoMB,  Oharita  Eallogi, 
WllUam  Uolluiiu,  H.  Q  UarttnUa,  Hanrr  Uutell,' Dad- 
kj  Uarrln,  John  UUlar,  Tlmothj  H.  PoKei,  Bev?  H. 
Bom,  Bobert  B.  Bom,  JoshoaBud*,  Hanry  B.  Btorn,  Juua 
Btnut,  John  V.  Tafloc,  (Spukar,)  Sgbert  Tan  Sfiik,  BC*- 
lA«n  Vin  BanMalaar,  Oaltan  II  Tarplacck,  Aaron  Ward, 
EUaha  WUItenutre,  Bartow  Whlta,  SUai  Wood. 

Stu  ArMy.— OaoTfa  OaHedr,  Lawli  Oondlot,  SuM 
Oiiriaon,  Qtotta  Holoombo,  Saniaol  Swao,  BbanataiTDehar. 

ftmui/ltaiiia.—'WiiUtm  *i<<i.ni.,  Jamaa  Bnehinui,  Bam- 
Qtl  Bdwarda,  Patrick  TureOj,  John  Flndlir,  Bobeit  Har- 
lla,  Joaeph  HampUll,  Bamnal  D.  Inglnin.  Ocores  Kranur, 
Joaqih  lAwnnoe,  Bamoal  HoKoan,  Fhlllp  B.  HuUar, 
I>inle]  H.  muer,  Cbuk*  HIn«,  Jamia  S.  Uitahall,  John 
HltohiU,  Bobert  Orr.  George  Plamer,  Andrew  Btowtrt, 
Jamea  B.  BtaTeuon,  Alaoudar  Thompaon,  Bipf  Tin 
Bona,  Jamei  Wllxm,  Batur  WUion,  Qocnge  WoUa,  John 


WUUa  P.  HaiigBiii,  Bomnlot  IL  Btanden,  Lamnal  Bmwjm, 
Lawla  Wmiamii 

L— John  Cartor,  'WUUam  Drajton,  Jiaipk 
Bin,  Andrav  B.  GoTBB,  Juua  HamUton,  Oeoi^  MdMB^ 
numaa  B.  liltahall,  BtuUnf  Tnotar,  Jidin  WUion. 

04aFgta.—aaacgt  Oizj,  Alfred  Cnthhcrt,  J^n  Ftt^^ 
Ohaite*  K.  H^naa,  JaniM  lleiriwathar,  Bdwaid  F.  mt- 
nall,  WUa7  Thompwin. 

JTantMly.— Klehard  A.  Bndnar,  Jamea  OlaAa,  BeU,  F, 
H*BI7,  AnMS  Johnxo,  Frandi  Johnnn,  JoMph  I^aaafla, 
BobertF.  Latehar,  Thooiaa  lletsaU^  Thomaa  P.  llooa^  Da. 
tU  Tttmtda,  Chariea  A.  Vlekllfle,  Wm.  B.  Yoongi 

TVmmwfc— Adam  K.  Alaxudar,  Bobert  AUen,  Jdm 
Blair,  John  Coekt,  Bamnel  Boniton,  Jacob  C  Inekn,  3Aa 
H.  Harahla,  Jamaa  a  Mltehetl,  Jamu  K.  Polk. 

{Mfn^hlordeaal  Baitler,  PhUamos  Beeoher,  John  T. 
Campbell,  Junta  riBdla]>.  DaTld  JeDDln^  William  If  cLaa, 
John  Bloana,  John  Thompson,  Joaeph  Tanoa,  Samnal  F. 
Ttnton,  BUiha  Whlttleaer,  Wm.  Wllaon,  John  Woo^  JdU 
GWtK^t 

Lowlttaiui.—Wm,  I.  Bren^  Henrjr  W.  em)*)',  SdwBt 


Alabama.— Jiia  WeBee,  fiahrial  Uoora,  QMi|a  W,  Omk 


jrar|di»A— John  Bamej,  Olamant  Donaj,  John  Laeda . 
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of  t  Speaker;  and,  on  the  flnt  balloting,  there 
were, 
For  Jobs  W.  Ti.T£OB,  of  New  York,  69  rotes 
John  TT.  Oucfbxll,  of  Ohio,      41     " 
Lotna  IfoLun,  of  Ddaware,       80    ** 
AiiSKBw  BTKTsnMnr,  of  Tirg^nia,  17    " 
LnnaOosDKTT,  of  New  Jersey,    C    " 
Boatterin^,  S    >* 

Ifelther  of  the  condldatea  having  raodred 
the  reqnirite  nnmber  of  votes  to  oonstitnte  an 
electjon,  a  aeoond  ballot  was  taken ;  when  the 
Totes  stood  as  follows : 

JoHK  W.  Ta^lob,  M 
JoHX  W.  Oakpbxll,  49 
Louia  MoLutK,  44 

Aruiciw  Bnrxnsov,  S 
Bcattering,  S 

JoRB'  W.  Tatlob,  having  tlie  conttitnttonal 
number  of  votes,  was  aooordinglr  annonoced 
to  have  been  elected  Bpeaker  of  the  Hoase, 
and  was  oondiKtod  b;  Mr.  Nbwtov  (the  ^ther 
of  the  House)  to  the  chair,  whenoe  he  deliver- 
ed the  fbllowing  address : 

"  GDTTLnm :  WIwd  I  em  around  ma  ao  mi 
B«prtaentadTea  whose  virtnesaDd  talents  adorn  I. 
coimtn — whose  seirioes,  at  borne  and  abroad,  tn 
the  caUnet  and  in  the  fleld,  In  Halls  of  LeglslatloD 
and  Judidal  tribnnalo,  have  largely  contribalad  to 
our  national  TOoaperity — 1  am  penetrated  vHh 
gratltade  for  nie  fkronitik  opinion  which  has  re- 
called me  to  tlui  ffiEtingnisfaed  alatioD.  Hy  brief 
cxperienoe  has  serred  rather  to  aamie  me  that  ila 


be  faithflilly  directed  to  merit  your  soTOort. 

"In  tbe  complex  queeUons  freqnenU;  preaeDtc 
to  the  Cfaair  for  prompt  declnon,  uoermig  acoi 
t«cy  ia  scarcely  attainable.  When  mistake*  occn  , 
mrt***  eadearon  shall  not  be  wanting  to  correct 
thA,  and  to  repair  whatever  bjnry  they  may  have 


"WHh  an  anzlons  desire  that  yoor  eonntenanoe 
and  advioe  wiU  not  be  withheld,  and  that  the  Juat 
expeotationa  of  joor  coostitDenta  may  l«  fUflUad, 
in  oor  legidatlTa  laboia,  I  enter  upon  the  datlw  of 
tbia  important  tmat." 

The  members  having  respMtiTely  taken  the 
oath  of  office. 

On  motion  of  tfr.  Lathbop,  Hatthzw  Bt. 
OiAm  Quxxx,  Esq.,  fbrmer  Qerk  of  the  House, 
was  uipointed  Olerk  for  the  present  Oongreas ; 
joBir  OsWAiD  Dont,  8ergeant-at-Arms ;  Bss- 
7AM[iiBuBOH,Do<M'kMper;  and  OnaroR  Oak^ 
A«istant  Dooikeeper. 

Theee  offioera  having  been  sworn, 

^)o  nsoal  reaolotjons  were  adopted,  oontinn- 
mg  the  Rolee  of  Order  adopted  by  the  last 
OoDgreaa;  apptdnting  13  o'owok  aa  tlie  stated 
nid  direoting  the  C"  "  ' 
«  with  newsptqkcn, 

_      „_      _)  reodved  from  the  Senate, 

that  they  were  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed 
to  biuineas;  when, 

Messrs,  TsnfBLi  and  Lathbot  were  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  of  the  Honse,  to  Join  moh 
oomndttM  aa  ahonld  be  ^>p(^ted  for  that  pur- 


pose by  the  Senate,  to  wut  opon  tbe  Pre^dent 
of  the  United  States,  and  inform  liim  that  a 
qoomia  of  the  two  Honsee  were  met,  and 
ready  to  reoeiva  any  oommonioation  he  might 
have  to  make. 

A  &rther  measage  waa  reo«Rved  from  the 
Senate,  that  they  had  appointed  a  similar  oom- 
mittee,  oonsisdng  of  Messrs.  Smtth  and  Ijatd, 
of  Manaohosetta. 

And  then  the  Honse  atljonnied. 

Tdibdat,  December  8. 
Mr.  Tbdcblb,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  t^e  Prtaident  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that  the  cMumlttee  had  per- 
ftvmed  the  doty  aaaigned  them,  and  tliat  the 
President  had  replied  that,  at  IS  o'clock  this 
day,  he  would  BUid  to  eadi  Honse  a  message  in 

At  twenty  ndnntea  past  1%  the  Message 
(which  vUl  be  formd  in  the  Senate  Debate) 
was  bronghb  in  by  the  Preridesit's  Searetary, 
(Hr.  JoHir  AsAifs,  jr.,)  and  read  at  the  Oleik^s 
table.  The  reading  oocnpied  one  hour.  The 
message  was  aooompanle^^  ^fP*"^  ^  ^ 
President  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Seo- 
retary  <^  the  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  6«iend, 
with  other  doonments. 

The  H«MBge  and  reporta  were  refbrred  to 
tbe  Oommittee  of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  Six  thooaaikd  copies  of  the  Mes- 
sage, and  riz  hnndred  oopiea  ttf  tbe  repi»^  Ac-, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TsuBSDAT,  December  16. 

VhelaiiMi  Dimdmdi  on  Unitti  8(atM  Sloek. 

The  following  reecdotion,  yesterday  offered 
by  Mr.  Lrmiaeioir,  was  taken  np ; 

"  Jlttolved,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  tlds  Honse  a  detailed  ao- 
oount,  eontalung  the  names  of  the  several  pereona 
to  whom  the  unclaimed  dividends  of  the  fimdod 
debt  of  the  United  Blatea  appear  to  be  doe ;  the 
amoont  dne  to  each ;  the  ipedes  <tf  atock  OA  wUd 
they  hftve  grown  dne ;  and  the  period  rfnee  wUeh 
the  dividend  baa  nm  been  dahned.  And  that  be 
abo  ^ve  a  Uka  datalled  aeoonot  of  ail  each  dlvl- 
deods  aa,  having  been  nnotalmed  for  three  years  or 
more,  have  sAerwarda  bean  paid  to  any  one  appeal^ 
ing  to  represent  ths  stockholder,  or  hk  representa- 
tira,  as  atlonijay  in  Ewt ;  together  with  the  name 
and  rerfdenee  of  eoeh  attorney." 

Mr.  limsnoK,  on  introdndng  the  above 
leeolntitm,  obswvedtliat  hehaddonesoinoon- 
seqoenoe  of  a  report  made  by  the  Secretary  ot 


tbe  Treamry  in  answer  to  a  call  by  this  Hcnise, 
whieh  directed  him  to  state  the  gross  amount 
only  of  the  dividends  referred  to  in  the  resolo- 


it  ^ipeared  that  t 

Ststes  had  hi  his  h(   _.  ,      . 

belongiiig  to  Individnals,  bat  whidi  r 
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unclaimed  hj  UiOM  to  vltOM  eradit  it  ttooi 
upon  the  books ;  and  the  nmi^  qocatton  waa, 
whether  the  Qovemmwt  will  nve  to  tlHM  In- 
dividiuJfl  the  knowledge  of  thu  bot,  In  order 
that  thej  maj  ask  for  that  which  is  tlieir  due. 
When,  at  the  laat  searion  of  Oongreaa,  he  had 
presented  thia  aalfjeot  for  emaideration,  he  had 
done  ao  in  the  nnsnspeotlnff  aaaoranoe  that  it 
wodd  meet  with  no  oppotitkn  from  taj  ^oar- 
ter.  He  had  not  ooncelTed  that  oppomtion 
wu  poamble.  He  bad  preenmed  that  the  flrst 
rolea  of  probitr,  which  goreni  nations,  as  ihaj 
(ovem  iDdiridnala,  woold,  as  a  matter  of 
oonrse,  induce  the  United  States  to  tell  the 
penoiu  io  whoae  name  tbeee  aoma  itood,  that 
th«r  monOT  was  readf  for  them.  To  his  '~ 
finite  antprlse  be  had  dnoe  heard  anch  ol) 
tione  as  he  never  conld  haTO  antidpated. 
was  moflt  clear  that  the  penona  referred  to 
most  be  ignorant  of  the  righte  whldi  titer  pos- 
aeaaed.  lliis  waa  eridwt  from  the  fact  that 
large  annu  had  been  anffored  to  lie  naeleas  and 
miemploredj  some  of  them  for  vwj  manj 
fears.  And  it  appeared  to  him  qnite  as  dear 
that  they  onght  to  be  wprlsed  of  their  righta. 
This  was  the  objectof  the  resolntion.  His  de- 
sire waa,  that,  ao  soon  as  this  report  shall  be 
received,  it  shall  immedistelf  be  made  pablio, 
for  the  benefit  of  all  concemdd,  that  every  man 
mar  opp'r  for,  and  leoeive,  hie  dne.  Let  it  be 
remembered  by  tlie  Eoose  that  the  amomits 
thna  to  be  pablisbed  were  not  amoonte  of 
donbthl  or  mdiqoidated  dalm&  but  the  amoont 
of  acknowledged  and  aseertaued  rights,  and 
Out  the  only  efibot  to  the  Qovemment  would 
be,  that  It  woold  caoae  it  to  restore  propertj 
which  it  ooold  not,  with  probitj,  retam.  Tet 
atrange  as  it  might  appear,  some  gentlemen  had 
urged  objecttons  to  a  measure  thus  pslpabl; 
eqnitable.  What  were  thej  I  It  ba^  la  the 
first  place,  been  urged,  that,  as  these  sums  were 
nnknown  to  the  owners  there  was  no  neoeeaitj 
of  pnbliahing  them.  That  thej  were  miknown 
to  the  owners  is  nndonbtedlr  tme.  They  mnst 
have  been  unknown  or  th<nr  would  have  been 
demanded.  But,  it  was  said,  if  we  pnblish  to 
the  world  these  names  and  anma,  others  be- 
rides  &e  tme  owner  will  get  the  Intelligence, 
powers  of  attomev  will  immedlatetf  be  ferged, 
the  moncTs  will  be  drawn  bj  those  who  have 
no  right  to  them,  and  a  genwil  eoene  of  fraud 
and  speculation  will  in&lliblr  ensne.     This, 

nb^s,  to  a  certun  extent,  might  happen ; 
,  which  was  worse— that  the  Government 
ehoold  keep  mooej  which  does  not  belong  to 
H,  or  that  it  shonld  give  the  rightful  owners  at 
least  s  chance  of  receiving  what  was  their 
own  I  Frftndl  On  whom?  On  those  who 
do  not  know  their  rights — are  not  demanding 
them — and,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  wif 
never  obt^  them.  Snoh  persons  sorely  can- 
not be  defrauded;  for  ther  oannot  be  more 
iqjared  than  they  are,  hj  keeping  Uieir  monejr 
forever  in  the  Treaeory.  They  do  not  get  it  as 
it  is,  and  thej  conld  bnt  lose  it  In  anj  case. 
No,  jir,  the  frand  ia,  that  we  ahoold  be  ob%ed 


to  pv  mon^  whidi  Is  not  onra,  and  vrtdcfc 
we  wish  to  keep.  That  ia  the  fraad.  Botthis 
danger  of  ftwi£  of  which  gentlancn  nieak,  if  it 
exist  at  all  has  been  greato'  magnified  aaa,  in- 
stead of  being  prevented,  is  gieatlr  favored,  and 
increased  \^  the  present  st^  of  things.  The 
exiateuce  of  anoh  an  amoont  of  midaimed  div- 
idends cannot  be  an  entire  secret — that  is  im- 
possible in  the  nature  of  thinga.  The  knowl- 
edge of  it  will  exist  somewhere;  aomebodr 
will  know  what  these  amonnts  ore,  and  to 
whom  credit  the;  stand.  Bnt  where  is  tliJi 
knowledge  now  t  In  the  Branch  Bank  of  tius 
citjr.  The  preodent  and  cashier  of  that  bank 
know  it ;  all  their  clerks  know  it ;  and  tfaron^ 
the  indiscretion  or  eareleseuees  of  theae  cUna 
a  few  of  their  friends  probably  know  it  Kow, 
nr,  ia  fraud  likely  to  be  prevented  by  keeiong 
that  a  secret  among  some  ten  or  twui^  pei^ 
sons,  which  onght  to  be  known  to  all  Ute  wc^  t 
If  any  powers  wattomey  are  likely  to  be  forged, 
are  they  not  most  Ukely  to  be  so  when  the  se- 
cret remains  In  a  few  hondst  And  is  there,  w 
can  there  be  any  better  mode  of  preventing 
such  frauds  than  by  laying  the  whole  case  open 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  whole  conunnnity  1 

Hr.  WicKUFFX  observed,  that  he  recollected 
the  gentleman's  having,  at  the  last  session,  et- 
fsred  a  reeolntion  timilor  to  this,  bnt  that,  aftw 
■ome-discnseion,  the  House  refused  to  adopt  it. 
He  had  now  listened  with  interest  to  the  ar- 
granento  the  gentleman  had  urged  in  snnwti 
of  it,  and  wbioh  were  certainly  entitled  to  oon- 
rideration.  H«  believed,  however,  Uiat  mon 
mischief  was  likely  to  arise  from  the  pnUioa- 
tion  of  tiiis  list  of  balances,  than  tbe  gentleman 
was  aware  of.  The  amoont  of  them  atrack 
him  as  very  extraordinary  to  have  been  m^- 
fered  to  renuin  thos  long  nnoalled  for.  He  ros^ 
however,  not  directly  to  oppose  the  reeoliAon 
of  the  gentleman  from  Lomsiana,  bnt  merdy  to 
ttsk  that  it  be  permitted  to  lie  on  the  table  for 
a  few  days.  He  felt  very  snre  that  the  pobli- 
ootion  wonld  oanse  a  vast  scene  of  q>eenlatios 
tliron^  the  oonntry,  by  persons  binjng  np  the 
rights  of  nnoonsdoos  owners ;  and  hSton  the 
House  oonaented  to  the  call,  he  was  deriroot 
that  further  time  t>e  allowed  for  reflection  vpia 
iL  He  then  moved  tiuA  it  lie  on  the  table; 
bnt  withdrew  the  motion  to  give  an  oppv^ 
tunity  for  reply. 

The  qneetton  being  pnt  on  this  motion  it  was 
carried,  and  the  resolotion  of  Mr.  Xjmesiov 
waa  aooordingly  laid  upon  the  table. 

Wettem  Armoiy. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Blub,  the  Honae  wait 
Into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Iathkop  In 
the  chur,  and  took  np  the  joint  reeolatitu 
offered  some  days  unoe,  by  iu.  Bi.ub,  in  the 
following  words : 

"AnolMJ  lyda  BmaH  imd  Houte  of  Bifi  mi^ 
(UM  of  Oi  Unitei  SUMi  of  Amtrica  m  Caigna  «- 
MniM,  ThM  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States  be 
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route  for  ■  NbUoimI  BomI  from  the 
citj  of  WuhingtoD  to  New  Orieuu,  to  exMnina 
tliit  part  of  the  wefltem  waters  which  lie  within 
Kut  TeoneBSee,  with  •  view  to  the  leleotioD  of  a 
rite  fbi  in  Amor;  od  the  western  waters;  and 
that  report  thereof  tM  made  to  CongreM  duriiig  the 
present  aetrfoTu" 

Mr.  BuiB  said  tint  he  bad  not  intended  to 
bare  Mid  an^  thing  In  oconmendation  of  this 
meffinre;  that  the  resolntion  on  ito  &oe  do 
ole«dj  dev«loped  the  zeuonableneai  of  Uie  pro- 
podlion,  that  he  did  not  antidpate  aaj  o^eo- 
tioa  to  ita  adoption ;  bat,  from  a  dimodtion 
being  iaanlfeet«d  hj  some  membera  of  Ui6  com- 
mittee to  receive  an  eiplaDation,  he  took  p]ea»- 
nre  in  affording  any  informatton  which  he 
might  be  able  to  input.  Tliia  reaolntion  do«8 
not  aak  for  an  appropriadon  of  monef  to  fhlfil 
its  object,  nor  does  it  oont«mplat«  the  least 
delay  m  the  erection  of  the  annoiy  to  which 
it  has  reference ;  its  sole  ol:^^''  ^  *^  obtain  for 
a  component  part  of  the  weetem  waters,  an 

iosl  partidpation  in  Kra>eotftd  axaminatiDn 
th  others  which  had  oeoa  examined.  It 
will  be  leodleeted  that  the  sot  of  1831  anthoi^ 
ixed  the  sorrej  of  the  western  waters,  with 
(k  view  to  the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  naticmal 
armorj.  That  act  has  not  been  carried  into 
effect  so  fftr  as  relatee  to  the  section  of  conntiy 
embraced  in  the  reeolntion ;  notwithstanding  a 
report  has  been  made  to  Oongreas  at  it«  last 
■eaaion,  designating  the  vi(dnit7  of  Pittjbnrg  as 
the  meet  eli^ble  site.  ICr.  B.  said  he  did  not 
pretend  to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  tlie  whole 
wei<em  watws,  to  as  dther  to  inland  or 
omsnre  the  report  allnded  ta> ;  nor  was  he  eo 
oonvetaant  with  soob  estabUshmenta  a*  to  speak 
with  cert^t?  as  to  what  shonld  be  the  raimUT 
indncemoits  in  their  loostltHL  Bttt,  Hr.  B. 
aaid,  he  did  not  fauard  much  when  be  aaid, 
that  neither  the  examining  board,  nor  the  com- 
mittee, were  prepared  to  draw  a  jnat  com- 
parison between  tne  rite  which  was  the  ol^ect 
of  preference,  and  one  of  the  maaj  within  the 
•cope  of  connby  embraced  in  the  resolntdoiL 
Ur.  B.  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  nnder- 
BtAod  SB  complatiiing  of  the  selection,  so  far  as 
tiie  prmaratoi;  examinations  had  been  made, 


law,  when  it*  coniignltr  to  the  Helper's  Fenr 
eetabhshment,  compared  with  other  parts  ot 
the  western  waters,  was  taken  into  oonridera- 
ibm ;  bnt  that  Ute  great  ground  of  complaint 
aroee  from  the  total  diere^>ect  which  had  been 
paid  to  a  section  of  coont^  abont  250  mUes  in 
length,  and  embracing  the  whole  width  of  the 
Btate— a  section  of  conntr;  abounding  with 
waterfalls,  fnel,  and  iron  ore,  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  almost  onj  other ;  as  an  evidence  of 
which,  he  would  mention  that,  in  the  am&llest 
oonntj  in  Tennessee,  there  were  at  that  time 
not  less  than  sixteen  iron  establishments  in  bqo- 
oeesfnt  operation;  that  in  addition  to  other 
advantages,  East  Tenneaeee  was  pre-emmentlj 
bleeeed  wiUi  olimate,  and  the  meaoa  of  living. 


Bnt,  Mr.  B.  said,  whj  ahonld  he  speak  of  the- 
advantage  which  were  presented  to  view  from 
the  seotioD  of  comrtry  nnder  coorideretion, 
when  the  sole  object  of  the  resolntjon  was,  the 
ascertajiunent  of  that  fact.  Had  a  ootempont- 
neons  examination  of  onr  claims  have  oeen 
made,  with  others,  and  tiie  preference  been 
wlthholden  from  ns,  he  could  assure  the  com- 
mittee that  the  language  of  complsjot  would  not 
have  been  beard ;  bnt  what  else  than  jnst  com' 
plunt  conld  have  been  expected  from  a  people 
ever  jealoos  of  their  rights  t  This  compl^nt  I 
now  feel  it  m;  dnty,  as  one  of  their  repreeenta- 
tivea,  to  make,  and,  on  their  behalf  to  call 
npon  the  proper  anthorities  for  redress.  He 
was  gratified  to  see  that  no  other  section  of  the 
weetem  waters  conld  be  prandioed,  in  extoid- 
ing  tiiis  act  of  Jtwtioe  to  East  Tennessee,  as  no 
dd^  was  asked  btr,  nor  was  it  intended  that 
the  ot^eot  of  the  resolution  oonld  be  flilfilled 
by  those  officers  of  the  Board  of  En^een^ 
who  were  now  engaged  in  examining  the  conn- 
try  between  this  oitj  and  New  Orleans,  with  a 
view  to  tiie  location  of  the  contemplated 
national  road.  This  opportnnit;  being  now 
afforded,  be  oonld  not  hidnlge  the  idea  that  a 
member  of  this  committee  wonld  be  disinclined 
to  afford  the  general  satisfaction  which  wonld 


tion  had  been  made  with  a  view  to  e: 
Preeldent  to  forward  the  necexaary  tngtmctiona 
to  those  ofBoers  who  were  now  in  the  West,  so 
as  to  meet  them  on  their  return  ronte,  which 
wonld  lead  fhrongh  the  vicinity  of  the  most 
prominent  objects  (^  inqnitr.  He  hoped  the 
reeolnlion  wonld  be  adopted  witliont  delay,  sa 
it  most  now  be  attended  with  despatch,  or  the 
oMect  conld  not  be  accomplished. 

Mr.  Stbvxhsok,  of  Penn.,  obeerved  that  tt  was 
with  great  reluctance  he  rose  to  address  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  coaeisting  as  it  did  of 
some  of  the  most  dislingniahed  men  of  the  conn- 
try  ;  bat  he  fblt  impelled  to  say  a  few  words 
npon  the  snlijact,  with  a  view  to  bring  frirl; 
before  the  recollection  of  the  committee,  what 
had  taken  place  on  this  snbjeot.  By  the  act  of 
the  8d  of  Mart^  1S28,  the  Prerident  of  the 
United  Btatee  was  directed  to  appoint  oommie- 
•ioners  to  make  a  snrvey  (tf  the  western  watery 
with  a  view  (tf  fixing  npon  the  most  eligible  rite 
fcs  an  Armory.  These  oommissioners  wa«  ao- 
oordii^y  appointed,  and  it  wonld  be  seen,  from 
th^  letter  of  inttmotion,  dated  the  2eth  of 
April,  1B2C,  that  the  widest  range  was  given 
them.  [Here  Mr.  6.  read  a  part  of  the  letter  of 
instmctionB.]  Here  then,  (continned  Mr.  8.,) 
was  a  wide  range  indeed,  embracing  the  whow 
weetern  oonntry,  the  whole  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Bivers,  and  their  tribataiy  waters. 
To  execute  this  snrvey,  three  distiniraished  men 
were  appointed,  via:  Oolonel  MoBee,  Colonel 
Lee,  Snperinteodent  of  the  H.  States  Armory  at 
S[Mingfleld,  and  Sf^or  Taloott,  <^  the  Ordnance 
^^nen  selected  with  care,  who  oonld  have  no 
pievloiu  oommltment^  and  who  were  fjanulfar 
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vith  tbd  natnn  of  the  mUMt  r«tered  to  than, 
from  enoh  men,  Mid  Mr.  B.,  m  fiiir  rapcHt  migtit 
be  expected— each  &  one  m  would  ouUe  th* 
fiutlm  BepreaentetlTU  of  tbe  people  to  make  ft 
loMtioD  irhioh  would  be  beiuuSeiil  to  dte  vlxte 
nation,  sod  not  to  tay  Mrtioiilar  Suto  or  Mo- 
tion of  oonntrf.  [Hera  Mr.  8.  quoted  part  of  tbe 
report  u  pablisbed  at  the  Iwt  iiaAon  oS  Con- 
0VM.]  Now,  nr,  wid  he,  here  were  three  gen- 
tiemen,  Mlected  by  the  Proident  of  the  Uidted 
Btatoa  whoM  oompeteo<7  oasnot  be  qneetioned, 
nd  wnodoTotad ample  tlbie,  and  what  M>me  Hn>- 
poaed  iiu>re  than  saffident,  twaitj-coe  montha 
ItavinK  been  devoted  to  the  -watk. ;  who 
isedtMwhole — ' ' 


to  the  weeten  bouida  of  Pennajlvania,  throng 
Ohio  and  Teanesee,  as  would  be  aeen  bj  rafer- 
eooe  to  the  report.  Shall  we  raet  the  mlercat 
of  this  nation,  in  this  matter,  npon  the  rep<»t 
made  by  theM  gendonen,  taid  Mr.  S.,  or  Audi 
we  still  wdt,  and  oompara  th^  report  with 
ttiat  of  two  or  three  yoong  nten,  who^  Uiongh 
promiaiog,  are  still  but  jonng  t  Ouk  the  r^Hot 
of  these  yoong  genUemen  be  depended  npon,  in 
preferenoe  to  that  obtained  from  Bn<j)  oonunia- 
ai<»ersaB  have  already  r^ortedt  Iftheotfjeot 
Af  the  KenUeman  ii  to  obtain  owtt^r  Annoir, 
betide  uiat  alreadj- determined  m,  let  him  STOW 
It  Bnt  then,  it  eannot  be  Hid,  we  ought  to 
wait  nnul  thii  examination  is  made,  before  we 
act  tipon  the  report  which  hu  been  already 
made.  I  have  made  tiieee  ftw  temaAa,  (said 
Mr.  &.,)  with  referanoe  to  what  baa  been  done, 
Iteoanse  I  know  that  there  are  MTenl  new  mem- 
bera,  who  are  uoaoqaainted  with  it,  and  who, 

Chjqw,  do  not  even  know  that  a  report  has 
n  made  apon  the  aabject. 

Mr.  M^HABLE  obeerred,  that  it  wu  not  neoea- 
aary  to  go  into  the  details  of  this  tn^eot,  or 
Btato  the  claims  erf  the  State  he  had  the  honor 
in  part  to  repreaeot.  to  a  preference  for  this  ob- 
ject; bat  when  he  heard  a  proposal  to  have  the 
Rtato  examined,  and  vet  to  omit  the  whole  of  the 
lower  portion  of  it,  he  mnat  be  expected  to  fMl 
aenaitiTe.  He  therefore  should  take  the  liber^ 
of  ofibring  an  amendment,  whkih  went  to  inolnde 
that  part  of  Teuneaaee  which  tbeg«ntl«nanhad 
omitted— (and  whidi  be  rednoed  to  writing.) 

Mr.  OoCTE,  of  Tmn.,  laid,  that  he  had  an  ob- 
Jeoijon  to  the  amendment.  Has  not,  aaked  Vx. 
0.,  the  district  inclnded  la  the  amcmdment  been: 
examined  already  I  Surely  it  haa— and  after 
examining  it,  the  commiadoners  determined 
that  it  was  not  a  raitable  plaoe  for  the  looaUtut 
of  an  Armory.  Yet  the  gentleman  now  vishee 
another  examinatioD — hoprnt  as  itwonld  aeent, 
that,  by  some  tun  of  the  die,  he  mar  loooeed  in 
aoeompliahing  his  object;  bat  had  East  Tennw- 
•ee  been  examined  aa  Wert  Tenneseee  hu  been, 
and  then  rdeoted,  not  an  oUeotion  ahoold  be 
heard  frtsn  hie  lips  (m  the  snUeot,  His  object 
wa^  not  to  del^'  the  dedmon,  but  only  to  haTc 
tt  made  on  fair  gronnda.  TluiM  iriio  reside  in 
Wert  Tennessee  have  had  thdr  oooatry  exam- 
ined by  the  mort  experienced  engineere-^whlle 
■wt,  who  rende  in  £ut  Xenneaaee^  mnrt  be  ora- 


tent  with  the  axanunation  of  thoM  wbcm  tbt 
gentleman  from  Fenunlvanla  tcdls  w  an  bo 
yoong  men.  This,  to  be  aore,  is  a  great  &aA.- 
vantage ;  bnt  we  mnst  anbmit  to  iL  Ve  itOl 
wish  our  oonntrr  examined,  and  Its  dainutnrij 
conddered.  If  the  amendment  prevaib,  iltk 
western  oonntry  will  immediat^y  dum  to  l« 
reexamined,  since  it  all  has  as  gnat  a  ri^  ■ 
West  Tennenee. 

Mr.  HuoLioir  (Chairman  of  the  OonuiiilMi 
on  Military  Afflurs)  then  said  that,  as  ths  anl)- 
ject  had  been  referred  to  the  Oommittee  <»  IQ- 
itary  AffiOiB,  it  ml^t  be  expected  that  h«  ifamild 
oB^  a  brief  Tiew  of  the  aD)»ect.  The  qnettion 
now  bdbre  the  oconmittee,  be  unehoided  U 
be,  not  where  the  Armory  sbonla  be  localt^ 
bnt  whether  this  is  the  bert  mode-cf  aaotrtn- 
ing  where  it  ia  to  be  located.    Now,enilMTa7 


to  be  aomething  inaongrvona  ai 
in  asatgning  to  this  examination  a  oo^  of  <fr 
pneera  already  etn^yed  on  the  mntj  rf  * 
national  road.  They  have  already  a  talk  » 
dgned  them  by  GoTemment,  and  in  tbe  mi* 
(rf  it,  we  enpmdd  thia  dlffioDlt  and  ddicA*  ^W- 
Bnt  for  aooh  an  ol^feot  a  epeoial  comnMa  i> 
reqtdute.  TheveiyargmnutoftheboMnlM 
mover  of  the  resolntioD,  from  the  fact  tliti  itai 
section  oS  the  00UUI17  waa  not  nmdcnal^ 
gether  with  tbe  resL  will  oeri^niy  bear  ** 
doDble  f6roe,if  the  Board  are  onpltv'd  I»^ 
amine  one  spedflc  portion  of  conntry  (ol  J ;  IMT 
can  fbrm  no  comparison,  and  ther^xe  w^ 
pre«  no  opinion  j  they  may  prob^j  np* 
tiiat  tiiere  is  abnnaanoe  of  ore  and  cf  M^ 
some  other  advantagM;  bnt  this  M*'''^ 
nothing  aa  to  the  oomparatin  merit  ('tlda^ 
and  others.  If  this  section  of  eoantiylwlwi 
omitted,  it  has  prohab^  bi^pened  beeawM 
general  sitoation  waa  known  to  tbaoammiMV-  , 
era,  and  they  thonght  there  were  '>»«'^';"y 
'its  ooming  in  for  inj  «'^ 

j^t  it  would  be  highly  iM^ 

venirait  to  give  the  ocvpe  a  spedal  "^''^^S: 
for  this  examination,  when  toey  «•»  >^ 
ooonpied  Iqr  another  and  a  greater  olfle*  JV« 
wonM  tt  not  be  bert  to  make  tbe  em^K^ 
and  lecMT*  the  report  when  KtUbwf  •»  ^ 
other  dtMdiall  have  been  examined  iiiM>  " 
ahonld  vote  tat  the  ridng  oi  the  conuum^ 

Mr.  SnwAW  now  renewed  tbe  moiwn  tw 
the  Konmittm  rise,  rq«rt  progra«.  «« *• 
leave  to  ait  again.  _,  w 

The  committee  then  roee  and  '^»™T,  "S 
before  it  was  decided  whether  thej  »w" 
have  leave  to  ait  ag^n. 

The  HooM  B^onmed. 

rBiDA.T,  Deownber  U. 

The  fbllowing  roeolntion,  y«terd»y  «»* 
byUr.B^TUBS,  waa  taken  up: 

« A»o't«<  That  the  Beeretirj  '^'^f^M»<* 
queated  to  infonn  this  Hoom  ■'w''«^"!,S^•^' 
war  Aoaton,  about  to  be  «oau>>i^<>>«<'- "^ 
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JByfaf1i»  ^  lia  JV«rAM«  Cvttt, 


.  .  \  between  the  piallele 

If  Ittitade  iA  ud  40  Nortii,  wUhont  detriment  to 
1m  Dinl  (etTiM  of  the  United  St*t«ai  Mid  whether 
1m  evpense  inoorred  In  auch  MniM  would  exceed 
he  ordiotrj  eipeniet  of  such  renel  while  cnii^g. 
Lad,  (lio,  whether  It  would  be  pnctioeble  to  tmie- 
nlt  mon  cuinoa  ud  more  of  tne  mmilticini  of  ww 
n  nicb  Tegael,  than  would  b«  neoe—ery  for  the  nee 
tf  theTewel." 

Kr.  BA.WTEB  tiered  the  foUoving  ■■  tn 
anendinent,  b>  be  add«d  to  this  raaolve: 

"  And  thence  to  proceed  Into  Bebring*!  StnJte, 
md,  if  prutiMble,  to  oonllnoe  ber  route  Into  the 
Polir  Seu,  and  through  the  openinga  of  Fiince  Be- 
^nt'i  Inlet,  or  Burow^  Btnit,  into  Daiie'  or  Hod- 
Ko'i  Straits,  thence,  down  aaid  Btralta,  to  Kmw 
MTt  In  the  United  Statec" 


Ur.  S^wm  B^  that 
>redicated  upon  Ihit  part  of  the  Prendent' 
Ifeauge  vhioh  relates  to  onr  conMbodon  of 
nind,  of  labor,  and  e^eoM,  to  the  acqnUtloa 
■i  knowledge,  and  hai  r^wenoe  to  those  nn- 
neroiu  vojagea  fw  th»  diaoonrr  tA  a  North- 
rait  pi»ag«  to  OUu^  vhioh  have  been  fitted 
mt  of  la<«  reara,  parbenlarir  br  EngUmd.  In 
:St8,  a  ship  WM  sent,  nodw  the  direction  of 
}apluii  Koaa,  wbo^  ftw  the  firat  time,  made  tne 
dnjnit  of  Baffln'a  Bajr,  and  penetrat«d  to  77 


legreea  Kortfa,  which  ia  two  dMraea  beyond 
hi  place  called  Bed  Head,  the  nigfaert  point 
readkedtiy  the  whalera.    He  not  on^  enlarged 


ihe  q>bere  of  geografibioal  adenoe,  u  modt  aa 
o  render  oor  nu^  of  diia  section  of  the  craiti- 
UDt  naeteaa,  and  added  many  important  fitota 
md  aolyeots  to  natoral  history,  hot  led  his  ad- 
rcntnrooa  oonntrymen  throngh  fields  and  monn- 
laina  of  ioe,  to  new  luu-bors  of  the  whale, 
rhere  fall  cargoes  of  oil  are  obtained  in  the 
ihort««t  time.  He  invented  the  deep-aea  clam, 
t  machine  which  brings  np  large  portiona  of 
oil  from  a  depth  of  seven  hundred  fkthoma. 
3e  was  sncceeaed^  in  181*.  by  Oaptain  Fany, 
he  fearlcM  champion  of  scWoe,  who,  in  three 
nocMsive  voyages,  hat  diaoovered  no  lees  than 
hree  different  paaaages  into  the  Polsr  Beaa, 
ud  thence,  throngh  Bebring's  Strata,  to  the 
Pacific.  In  his  fint  TOyaae,lie  disoovered  the 
^ening  which  be  named  sfiw  hki  ships^  tlie 
fvij  and  Hecla.  In  his  aeoMul  and  third,  he 
band  Qiose  which  he  called  Prince  Regent's 
nlet,  and  Barrow's  Strait  It  ia  bnt  two 
nontha  ainoe  he  retomed  from  his  third  roy- 
ige,  which  failed  &om  the  loss  of  one  of  Ma 
hips  that  waa  wrecked  by  a  floe  of  ice,  while 
laeidng  throngh  Barrow's  Strut,  with  every 
ippearance  of  aaooees.  In  his  second  voyage, 
JSptun  Parry  obtained  the  bonnty  of  tlO,000, 
xanted  by  Parliament  to  the  navlKatAr  who 
hoold  reach  the  110th  degree  (tf  West  lon^- 
ade^  He  also  passed  directly  over  the  mas- 
letiB  pole,  in  latitude  abont  74,  and  longitooe 
00  West,  immediately  after  which  his  cMn- 
Msea,  whidt  before  varied  138  degrees,  fi8 
nantes,  West,  duuged  to  19S  60  Ewt,  or,  in 


other  words,  pointed  neariy  South.  Captain 
Parry  has  enriched  phyaiow  science  by  many 
valnable  addiliona.  Oontemporaneons  with 
these  voyages,  was  a  land  expedition  under 
Captain  John  Franklin,  along  the  united  Brit- 
ish For  Company's  posts,  down  Hie  CotR)ermine 
River,  to  the  Polar  Bea.  He  arriv^  in  the 
Arctic  Baa  in  Angost,  1820,  and  navigat4B  it 
for  several  hundred  milee  in  canoes,  towards 
the  northeast  He  discovered  a  groap  of 
islands,  which  he  named  King  George  the 
Fourth's  Archipelago.  He  ia  now  performing 
another  expedition  in  Qiat  direotion,  and  oon- 
tcanplated  meeting  Otmbdn  Parry  at  some 
pven  latitude  on  uie  Ftdar  Sea-  In  abont  lati- 
tude H  degrees  North,  be  passed  the  z«uth  of 
the  Aurora  Borealia,  whidk,  aa  he  proceeded. 


whether  this  electric  finid  emita  any  noise,  as  ia 
alleged  by  the  Indiana  and  factors,  bnt  that 
remarkable  qoality  remuns  to  be  proved.  He 
made  nuDT  obswvations  on  the  intend  of 
mamedo  force  in  difi'erent  latitudes,  from  the 
osculations  of  the  needle,  and  on  Ueteorology, 
settled  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  all  the  re- 
maiiaUe  plaou,  immortalized  his  fiienda  by 
giving  their  namea  to  them,  and  Invnght  home 
r.n.iiM«n  apoila  from  the  ZixdMnoal,  Botanical, 
and  IDneruoglcal  kingdoms.  The  enterpriring 
King  of  Qreat  Britain  certainly  deservea  much 
pruse  for  the  lead  ho  baa  taken,  in  conjunction 
with  Rusais  and  France,  and  the  perseverance 
with  which  he  has  pnrsned  those  disinterested, 
haiardons,  and  ezpenrive  expeditions,  for  the 
common  benefit.  The  time  hsa  come  when 
this  nation  ahonld  lAewise  enter  into  this  glo- 
riona  oareer  of  disoovery  and  human  improve- 
ueaL  Are  we  forever  to  remain  idle  specta- 
tors of  these  splendid  exertiona  to  ti'ace  our 
own  continent?  Will  none  but  ldnj{a  enlist  in 
the  cause  of  sdenoel  I  had  aa  lief  borrow 
their  money  without  any  intention  of  repaying 
it,  as  to  borrow  tikeir  knowledge,  which  they 
have  been  at  auch  great  paina  to  obtain.  We 
onght  to  feel  more  pride  and  independence; 
we  onght  to  feel  that  anhwpinesa  which  Alex- 
ander felt  upon  learning  ue  conquests  of  his 
&ther  Philip,  for  fear  he  would  leave  him  noth- 
ing to  conquer.  These  views  of  policy,  how- 
ever, bung  new  to  us,  I  cannot  flatter  myself 
that  they  will  be  met  by  a  mJ^jority  of  thia 
House,  and  I  shall  content  myself  by  proving, 
that  I  am  willing  to  go  aa  far.  If  not  farther, 
than  the  avowed  Mends  of  the  President,  in 
this  part  of  his  recommendatiiffi.  Can  it  be 
pretended  that  a  mere  maritime  reoonnoisssnce 
of  seven  degrees  of  latiti>d&_  will  be  reoeived 
as  a  discdiaTge  on  oor  part  of  this  debt  to  sci- 
ence, which  the  Preffldent  Jnstiy  pronounces 
sacred  t  The  sbip,  according  to  this  reaolntion, 
is  to  cruise  between  onr  acknowledged  limits, 
which,  from  the  Bpanieh  bonndary  of  .ti  de- 
grees, to  the  British  of  49  degrees  of  North 
ktitode,  indadea  a  space  of  raly  420  miles. 
It  is  with  a  vievr  of  making  a  tender,  tm  the 
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part  of  mr  coDstitnents,  of  their  part  of  thia 
debt,  that  I  have  offered  this  amendnieDt. 

lb*.  Batum  observed,  in  reply,  that  if  he 
oonld  have  had  aaj  aiiprdiecmoa  that  the  nm- 
pie  rewlntJon  whidi  be  had  offered  jesterdsy, 
wonld  have  elicited  anch  a  hiatorj  aa  had  Joat 
be«o  ffiveo  bj  the  genUeiiuui  from  North  Oaro- 
liiul|  be  eertainlf  Bhonld  not  have  offered  it. 
Bnt  Uie  Freeident  haviag,  in  hia  UeoHase  to 
OoQgreM,  recommeiided  a  aorvej'  of  the  North- 
■weet  Coast,  it  ooonrrod  to  him  ihat  perhapa 
that  object  coold  be  effected  withoat  an  addt- 
tional  expense  to  tbe  natdon,  by  emplopag  oa 
that  dat;  one  of  the  eloope  of  war  which  were 
alreadj  in  conunisaion.  He  wiahed  merely  for 
an  inqniry,  whether  one  of  those  Teesels  might 
not  be  employed  for  tfiis  object,  withont  detri- 
ment to  other  parts  of  the  pablio  service.  Bnt, 
if  the  amendment  now  ofored  waa  to  be  ap- 
pended to  the  rwolntaon,  be  hoped  that  his  own 
motioQjthiia  elogRed,  wonld  not  be  adopted. 

Ur.  WHtppLi  observed,  that  one  great  oljeo- 
tion  to  the  amendment,  arose  from  its  propoa- 
ing  means  which  were  so  inadequate  to  the  ob- 
ject which  the  mover  had  in  view.  When  the 
British  nation  resolved  upon  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition, of  which  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  favored  the  Eonee  with  such  an 
elaborate  aoooant,  they  had  commisuoned  two 
ships  for  the  purpose.  Bnt  the  amendment 
proposes  to  send  into  those  seas  of  ice  and  dan- 
ger, a  single  sloop  of  war,  Buch  a  measure 
would  be  perfectly  fhtile,  and  totally  inade- 
qnate  to  tbe  object  proposed. 

Mr.  Sawtsb  rephed,  that  if  this  voyage  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Uassacbnaetts, 
was  to  be  confined  to  onr  own  coast  on  the 
northwest,  which,  from  the  Spanish  bonadary 
of  42  degrees,  to  the  BritisK  of  49  degrees 
North,  included  a  space  of  only  430  miles,  the 
conolnrion  which  wonld  be  drawn  from  the 
premises  laid  down  by  the  Prerident,  most  be 
a  most  lame  and  impotent  one.  Bnch  a  dis- 
charge of  this  debt  to  science,  which  be  admita 
we  owe,  would,  in  that  case,  be  a  very  poor 
one.  'Tis  true,  uie  Preeident  does  not  ocmande 
by  recommending,  in  e^rese  terms,  t,  voyage 
of  oiroimtnavigation ;  neither  d9  I  propoae  It, 
except  as  regards  our  own  qnartei  of  tbe 
idobe.  The  bmt  be  has  g^ven,  however,  is  snt- 
noient  for  the  wise.  Aa  to  the  increased  ex- 
penses which  the  oontJnnatioD  of  the  voyage 
wonld  reqnire,  it  wonld  be  too  trifling  to  enter 
into  the  calculation  with  such  an  enlightened 
body  as  thia,  when  weighed  with  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  object  to  be  gained — the  elevation 
of  the  national  character  in  the  estimation  of 
the  friends  of  science  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  whole  additional  expense  would  be  the 
mere  provisioning  her  for  two  years.  The 
same  complement  of  men  would  answer  as 
would  be  required  to  eqnip  her  in  the  first  in- 
stance. He,  however,  did  not  possess  any  very 
aangnine  anticipations  of  the  saccese  of  bis 
amendment ;  he  did  not  feel  very  tenacious  of 
it,  inasmuch  as  be  voidd  show  that  he  waa 


willing  to  go  asfiu^as  an^  perscmal  friend  itf 
the  Pre^dent,  in  entering  mto  the  tpirit  ot  Ida 
message  on  tbat  head. 

The  question  being  pat  <m  the  ameaAoMnt 
moved  by  Ur.  8^wtk&  it  was  rejected.     * 

The  qnestion  waa  tnen  pnt  Qa  the  origiul 
propodbon  (tf  Ur.  BiTuaa,  and  carried. 

Cote  <tf  Cotamoion  P</rUr. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bcohanui,  the  Houae  took 
up  (not  without  a  number  of  negative  T<HC«a) 
tbe  resolution  offered  by  him  the  day  befcra 
yesterday,  calling  for  tbe  Proceedinga  <d  tha 
Court  Martial  and  tbe  Court  of  Inquiry,  reoest- 
ly  held  upon  Commodore  David  Porter. 

Mr.  BnaHAHAB'  said,  that  when  be  had  tha 
honor  of  submitting  this  reeolntion,  he  had 
snpposed  that  it  would  pass,  aa  a  "rutttr  of 
oonrse,  and  not  a  word  be  Deceaaary  to  be  aaid 
upon  tbe  subject  Bo  finnly  was  he  ci  that 
opinion,  that  be  thought  it  needleaa  to  treqian 
OD  the  attention  of  the  House,  to  abov  any 
reasons  for  its  passage.  The  nnwillingikeEa 
which  had  been  snown  to  act  npon  it,  made  it 
his  duty  now  to  submit  a  few  observations  in 
reference  to  it;  having  done  which,  he  ahonJd 
submit  it  to  the  pleasure  of  the  House. 

What,  asked  Mr,  B.,  is  the  purport  <d  tfait 
leeolution !  It  proposes  a  call  on  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Navy,  for  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  oT 
tbe  late  Court  Uartial  and  Court  of  luqairy  in 
the  case  of  Commodore  Porter.  Is  tlua,  said 
he,  a  novel  request !  No ;  it  is  of  a  natare  Ot 
others  which  have  rq>eatedly  met  tbe  ^proba- 
tion of  this  House.  Within  my  own  distinct 
recollection,  three  eases  of  this  kind  oocmnd 
during  the  last  seeeion  of  Congrefla,  in  whidk 
the  oails  were  granted  as  matter  of  conrs^  viz: 
in  tbe  case  of  SUor  Babcook,  tiiat  of  lientao- 
ant  Weaver,  and  that  of  lieutenant  Ccoiur. 
And,  sir,  ou^  they  not  to  have  been  graotedt 
The  question  is  not  now  upon  the  printing  of 
these  documents— thongli,  if  it  were,  hebe- 
lieved  iie  oould  satis^  ^e  House  of  the  prrairi- 
ety  of  their  being  printed,  and  that  an  ol^ec- 
tion  to  calling  for  information,  because  of  the 
oontingenoy,  that  it  mighty  when  obtained,  be 
ordered  to  be  printed,  was  an  argument  «mti- 
tied  to  no  weight  at  sJl — the  question  is,  how 
are  we,  who  want  it,  to  obtaia  this  informa- 
tion, bat  by  avuling  ourselves  of  the  anthority 
of  this  House  to  obtain  it!  Aa  to  wplying 
pcrsonallr  at  the  Department  for  it,  Mr.  B. 
said,  an  individual  member  of  this  House  had 
no  more  right  to  require  information  fittm  any 
of  the  Departments,  than  any  other  iadividaJu. 
Waa  it  proper,  he  a^ked,  that  members  of  this 
House  should  go,  one  lUter  tbe  other,  to  the 
Departments,  and  ask,  each  for  himseU^  to  sea 
pt^ra,  and  obtain  information  which  cttoaeem 
the  welfare  of  the  whole?  Certainly  not.  Tha 
practice,  therefore,  lias  been,  and  be  trusted 
would  contio'ue  to  be,  when  a  member  of  thia 
House,  representing,  aa  each  member  do<^  an 
important  portion  of  this  community,  calls  fbr 
a  public  p(4>er,  be  shall  hav«  it  by  a  vote  of 
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this  HoQMu  It  bad  b«en  snggetted  ^Mterdaj, 
and  with  great  de&renoe  he  mnat  mj  the  mg- 
gwdoii  was  wholly  oat  of  order,  that  these 
p^ien  bad  been  called  for  bj  the  Senate,  and 
Ijiat,  therefore,  it  was  not  neceaaarf  to  oaU  for 
them  here.  Bat,  aud  be,*ia  there  any  other 
mode  in  which  the  information  could  m  prop- 
erly  in  poooonrion  of  tbia  Honse,  than  by  call- 
ing  fbr  it  ourselves)  Is  the  bead  of  a  departs 
ment  reapooinble  to  wi  if  be  do  not  send  to  the 
Senate  ail  the  dooaments  in  any  oarnt  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  aay,  that  the  rpapeotable  head  of 
that  department  wonld  in  any  caae  withhold 
doonmenta  proper  to  be  oommimicat«d — I  have 
no  SDch  opmion  of  him ;  but,  aa  an  argament, 
Otia  sappoaition  may  aerve  to  show  that  this 
House  ongbt  itself  to  call  for  whatever  papera 
ft  haa  occasion  for. 

It  had  also  been  suggested,  that  tUs  Hoose 
ought  not  to  call  for  any  docomenta  on  any  de- 
portment of  the  Oovermnent,  onlees  the  mem- 
ber moving  the  «tll  wiil  avow  that  be  has  a 
Bpedfio  oltjeot  in  doing  it  Now,  Ur.  B.  eaid^ 
it  was  obvious  that  a  member  moat  see  and 
know  the  contenta  of  a  doonment  before  he 
can  jndge  whether  or  not  it  be  proper  to  foand 
tuaj  meaaare  apon  them.  In  the  present  case, 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  not  meditate  any  nlterior 
proceeding.  He  bad  called  for  these  docn- 
ments^  and  he  bad  expected  that  they  wonJd 
have  been  granted  aa  a  matter  of  coarse,  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  them  cHtically  for 
himself^  and  whether  any  nlterior  proceeding 
■was  to  be  moved,  or  not,  wonld  depooa  on  the  as- 


been  tried  by  a  oonrt-martjal,  and  convicted — 
-whether  correctly  or  not,  I  do  not  wlah  to  ex- 
pre^  an  opinion ;  I  cannot,  nntil  I  see  the  doo- 
nments,  to  enable  me  to  form  one.    It  ts  an 


ment.  Tha  mends  of  this  officer — an  officer 
who  has  shed  Instre  on  the  character  of  onr 
navy ;  whose  fame  is  sacb  thst  onr  sist«r  Ite- 

SibUcs  vie  with  one  another  in  offering  him 
dacementa  to  engage  in  their  service — the 
frienda  of  tbia  officer  come  forward,  and  ask 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  conrts  in  his  case 
ahoold  be  Imd  befpre  the  Renreeentative  triba- 
nal.  Is  this  an  anreasonable  reqnestt  Is  it 
an  argument  ogunat  complying  with  aaob  a  re- 
oaest,  that  onr  imvovertthed  and  &mbarraMal 
Treasiiry  may  be  colled  upon  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  printing  these  papers  when  received) 
Ttiere  is,  in  this  conntry,  a  tribnnsl  higher 
than  this — which  reviews  the  proceeding  of 
every  other,  and  jndgea  both  the  acenser  and 
the  acensed  aooordlng  to  their  desert— the  tri- 
bunal of  FUBUO  opimos.  la  nothing  doe  to 
that  tHbnnalf  Is  it  not  due  to  the  people  that 
these  papers  sfaonld  be  laid  before  them! 
That,  sud  Ur.  B.,  is  all  that  I  ask;  and  if  sny 
one  aiqiposea  that  I  had  any  view,  in  offering 


this  resolution,  bat  to  obtain  correct  tnforma- 
Idon  for  myself  and  others  who  desire  it,  they 


papers,  when  received,  need  not  be  inonrred  in 
this  case :  for,  so  proper  had  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  considered  it  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  Oonrt  Uartlal  ehoald  be  made  pablio,  he 
had  already  caosed  them  to  be  printed,  and 
held  in  readiness  to  be  laid  before  Congresa,  if 
called  fbr. 

It  bad  been  sn^eeted,  yesterday,  that  this 
call  for  papers  ooKht  to  have  been  addressed  to 
the  Presi^nt  of  the  United  States,  with  a  reser> 
vation  to  that  officer  of  a  discretion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  commnnioating  the  papers  cidled  for, 

Mr.  B.  Btid,  on  referring  to  the  joamsl  of 
the  last  session,  he  fomid  that,  in  ue  case  of 
Umor  Babcock,  the  Secretary  of  War  had  been 
called  npon  to  commonicate  the  proceedings  of 
the  court ;  so  that  there  was  nothing  unusual 
in  the  form  of  the  proceeding  now  proposed.  , 
Nor  oonld  he  believe  that  there  were  any  doo- 
nmenta connected  with  the  trial  in  the  case  of 
Commodore  Porter,  that  it  wonld  be  improper 
to  oommanioate  to  Oongresa.  If  the  respecta- 
ble gentleman  from  Uaasachnsetta  thooght  oth- 
erwise, however,  he  conld  move  an  amendment 
to  that  effect.  Mr.  B.  conclnded  by  remarking, 
that  he  would  rather  that  this  resolution 
should  have  passed  without  a  word  from  him 
in  relation  to  it,  and  he  now  suhniitted  It  en- 
tir^  to  the  plessnre  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  resolution,  snd  was  decided,  without  a 
^vision,  in  the  uBrmative. 

TrxBD^T,  December  20. 
Det«rfion  tn  the  Armf/. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  making  alterationa  in  the 
present  mode  of  paying  the  enlisted  soldiers  d 
the  Unit«d  States,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

Ur.  EAHiLToir  said  that  be  should  not,  at 
tbia  late  hour,  fatigue  the  House  by  entemg 
into  a  discussion  on  the  provisitms  of  the  biO 
nnder  oonsideration.  without,  indeed,  some 
gentleman  present  shoald  state  any  olyections 
to  its  passsge;  as  it  involved  a  measure  not 
only  advantogeons  to  the  service,  but  (as  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  thonght)  ulti- 
mately beneficial  to  the  soldier  himself. 

Mr.  MiTORXLL,  of  Tennessee,  observed,  that 
the  bill  involved  very  important  principles,  and 
appeared  to  be  calcmated  to  inflict  very  serious 
i^jm-y  npon  the  soldier  and  bis  dependent  &m- 
ily.  The  objeot  It  propoeed  was  to  prevent  de- 
sertion— hot  he  did  not  think  It  at  all  oalon- 
lat«d  to  obtain  thia  end.  When  a  man  had 
once  determined  to  forsake  his  post  and  desert 
the  standard  of  his  country,  tt  was  not  one  or 
two  dollars  conrideration  which  wonld  be  like- 
ly to  detain  bim.  If  any  measure  of  this  char- 
acter must  be  resort«d  to,  he  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  enhance  the  present  allowance  of 
the  soldier  by  adding  two  dollars  a  month,  an^ 
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nteia  that  addition  tdU  the  expiration  of  the 
time  of  bis  enlistment.  Thie  miglit  bsve  lome 
little  e£F«at ;  but,  to  deduct  tvo  dollara  from 
his  present  montbly  ftllowanoe,  waa  to  oat  off 
bis  onlj  mesne  of  supporting  hia  little  funilj. 
Tbe  misery  of  s  irife  and  children  thos  ren- 
dered destitntc,  wonld  have  more  infloenoe  in 
prodncinK  deewtion  tban  almort  anj  other  mo- 
tive which  ooold  be  brongbt  to  bear  npon  a  man. 
TbM«  mi^t  too  be  a  Iotot  in  tih«  nrighbor- 
bood,  and  BnoboonMderationi,  ererybodj  Knev, 
were  oalcnlated  to  exttt  a  atoong  inflnence  on 
tbe  nninfonoed  minda  of  onr  loldierj.  He 
tbonght  it  wonld  be  better,  Inatesd  of  passing 
this  bill,  to  lfl7  it  on  the  table  nntil  some  bet- 
ter means  cotdd  be  deviaed  for  aoocnnpliahing 
tbe  ot^eot  pn^>oeed.  Gentlemen  Bh<Hild  not 
forget  that  those  who  are  now  enlisted  in  the 
public  service  will  not  be  there  forever,  and 
ihej  ought  to  take  oare  lest,  whilst  deviong 
means  for  retatning  tboee  whom  we  have  got, 
tliej  throw  obstadea  in  Uie  waj  of  obtaining 
others  what  these  are  gone.  Bj  depriving  the 
•ddier  of  the  oonunand  of  his  own  pnrae,  a 
Tei7  serious  disconragement  will  be  presrated 
to  enliatmeoL  Bnt,  as  to  preventing  deeerUon, 
if  no  oonsiderations  of  honor,  or  even  of  life, 
had  been  foond  raffloient  to  pr«vent  it,  he  felt 
eonfldent  that  no  two  dollar  considerations 
vonld  have  greater  power. 

Hr.  Trdible  sud,  that  he  bad  risen  for  the 
ptupoae  of  making  an  inqnirr'  of  the  Cbairmaa 
of  tne  Militarj  Committee,  ^fr,  Huhltoh,)  and 
U  the  answer  to  it  was  Boch  as  he  expected  it 
wonld  be,  he  did  not  see  how  the  Hoose  oonld 
refuse  to  pass  the  bill.  Bj  a  report  submitted 
s  few  years  since  from  the  Department  of 
"Wax,  the  House  were  informed  tl^t  the  num- 
ber of  desertions  amounted,  if  he  recollected 
rigbtlv,  to  about  one-fourth  of  the  entire  num- 
liw  of  enlistments,  and  the  then  Secretary  had 
reoommended  this  measure,  for  the  best  possi- 
ble reasons.  He  remembered  that  he  bad  then 
felt  satisfied  that  such  a  bill  ongbt  to  pass,  and, 
if  tbe  same  toot  still  exirted,  he  shonld  etiU  re- 
tain the  same  opinion. 

Hr.  KuoLTOir,  in  reply  to  Ur.  Tximbix,  said 
tbat  be  bad  the  beet  anuiority  for  believing,  tbat 
the  evil  had  rather  increased  than  diminished. 

Mr.  BuoBABAB  s^d,  that,  in  hie  opiiuon, 
mnch  weight  should  be  attached  to  uie  re- 
marks of  Uie  sentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Hr. 
MiTCKKLL.)  H  death,  and  the  other  severe 
penalties  already  denounced  by  your  laws 
agtdnst  the  crime  of  desertion,  were  not  snffl- 
(dent  to  deter  the  soldiers  from  committing  it, 
wonld  the  distant  prospect  of  receiving  the 
two  dollars  per  month  at  the  end  of  their  term 
of  service,  be  prodnotive  of  this  desirable  re- 
Boltt  He  thought  it  very  donbtAd,  particular- 
ly as  the  new  recruits  under  this  system  would 
generally  be  taken  from  the  dregs  of  society. 

Mr.  B.  observed,  that  tbe  House  had  no  cor- 
rect information  before  them,  as  to  the  number 
of  deaertions  daring  the  lost  year.  He  thought 
tills  information  [£oald  be  obtauied.    It  was 


not  known  whether  that  crime  htd'ammi 
or  fJiminiahuH  Besidse,  the  meSBon  vh  en 
of  importance,  on  which  the  Houm  AoaH  m( 
act  hastily.  He  therefore  moved  to  Uf  th 
bill  on  the  tabl& 
The  motion  was  OBnied  I7  a  laige  na^. 

riiDAT,  December  SB, 
TVeaty  qf  Fort  Jaehim. 

The  roBolutioD  yesterday  offered  bj  Ife 
OwtH,  callipg  (or  the  correapoudence  ti  ^ 
War  Department  with  OeneraLs  KnckMini 
Jaoltson,  in  relation  to  a  treaty  with  tlw  fted 
Indians  at  Fort  Jackson,  was  taken  ^p. 

Mr.  OwiK  SMd,  that  the  reaolntion  Tbid  1 
now  under  the  connderatiou  of  the  Bc<h,  * 
designed  by  its  mover  to  be  need  only  m  4» 
investigation  of  the  rights  of  certun  iodjrin- 
als.  He  has  no  other  object  in  preMtiDg  it 
I  am  led  to  believe,  that  the  dengn  of  tie  Got- 
emm^tj  in  asking  of  the  Indian  nstioos  tour 
render  the  ri^t  of  poeeession  (upon  tbe  prin- 
ciple that  no  other  nght  existed  in  our  Wlw  » 
Indians — which  principle  /believe  to  be « w- 
rect  one)  to  the  lands  obtamed  bj  tie  msii 
of  Fort  Jackson,  was  to  secure  to  the  Gontii- 
ment  indemnity  for  the  expenditures^  mMe  a 
consequence  of  the  infraction  of  preriotoj  '^' 
isting  treaties,  by  that  nation  of  Indiiw;  M 
secure  to  that  part  of  that  Indian  tribe,  wbid 
was  friendly,  indemnity  for  losses  "nstuwlffl 
the  destruction  of  their  property;  sua  •'-'"^ 
indemnify  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier « 
the  then  Mississippi  Territory,  for  tie  Iobm 
they  had  sustained  by  the  ravages  '«'"'* 
tile  Indians.  For  the  inveatfestioii  of  ™ 
rights  of  the  latter,  I  wish  this  infoftMSM" 
be  used;  if  it  was  the  dedgn  of  tbe  W«^ 
ment  that  their  rights  should  be  reoogniwl  w 
provided  for  by  the  treaty;  and  frwn  tta«- 
sign  an  additional  portion  of  landi  Mi*^ 
Bides  those  expresaly  provided  for  '".''f^ri 
to  wit:  the  Government  losses,  and  »*f  » 
friendly  Indians;  then  this  claw  ^^J. 
demnity  as  a  rigU;  if  not,  they  "^JT 
your  hberality.  I  am  weU  aware  tli»tWi*m 
Pinckney  bore  no  part  in  flie  f'>«°»''<"'.?'.,T 
.tKiaty;  bnt  I  have  reasons  to  believetwi^ 
correspondence  between  the  I>ep»rtBfV^ 
Gen.  Phickney  disclosed  the  views  M?*^ 
of  the  Government ;  and  that  tieee  ™y  "T 
wishes  were  designed  to  be-a  y^^T^ 
struotion  to  the  distingulBhed  i?J™"*Lj. 
afterwards  formed  the  Treaty.  ^^^{1^ 
ject  for  submitting  this  proposibon.  i  >" 
fore  hope  the  House  will  adopt  it 

The  resolution  was  then  ag«™ 'S^ 
.  And  the  House  «.yoamed  ttt  Twadff- 

ToMDAT,  December  !T. 

The  molntion  olFered  by  Mr.  D**^  in 
aaya  ago,  calling  for  a  ot""""^' ,^* 
ti>e  ct^eotion  oftiie  customs,  fnd  fBewe^ 
the  motioa  of  Mr.  Wrara,  havm* '»»'  "^ 
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lb.  VuBTS  offered  the  foUowisK  modification 
tliereo^  which  was  aooepted  b;  t£e  mover: 


for  wcaitng  Mtd  eoUectiog  the  datlee 
and  toniuge,  hAve  reosDtly  taken  jdue ;  uid 
«rl)etber  wij.  and  whu,  eitraordlniry  loflM*  hftre 
b«eii,  or  ue  iikely  to  be,  inAkined  bj  the  Oovera- 
jnwii,  in  oonsequence  of  nicfa  deTiKUoos,  ot  from 
an;  other  e&tue :  atatlng  perticoUrlr  the  circnm- 
Stanoei  atlendln^  them,  m  &t  m  toej  maj  hare 
coma  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department. 

llie  qnesUon  being  <m  agredng  to  iha  reeo- 
lation,  «  modified — 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said,  that  he  presomed  the  reso- 
latioa  allnded  to  the  late  tratuactton  at  Phila- 
delphia. The  pablio  mmor  on  that  Bobject 
was,  he  though^  mffloiently  definite.  It  Btat«d 
that  oertun  property  bad  b«en  removed  from 
the  coatom-bonBe  in  that  ci^  in  a  clandestine 
nunser;  and,  from  hearing  the  resolution  once 
read,  he  tbonght  its  langnage  was  not  calcnTa- 
ted  to  obt^  for  the  Eonse  the  information 
that  was  moat  needed.  He  therefore  anggeet- 
ed,  asan  addition^  the  following:  "And,  also, 
what  loesea  are  likelj'  to  be  anst^ed  by  the 
fraodnlent  removal  of  property  from  any  of 
the  cnBtom-hooBw  of  the  United  Statea,''  If 
the  mover  declined  aocepting  this  aa  a  modifl- 
oation  of  the  resolntion,  he  ahonld  offer  it  as 
an  amendment. 

Ur.  WcBTB  replied,  Qiat  it  mfxht  tnm  ont, 
on  inveatigatioa,  that  the  remoTal  of  the  prop- 
erty alleged  to  have  taken  plaoe,  waa  not 
"  £randnlent."  He  tiiongfat  it  woold  be  im- 
proper to  use  this  langnage,  nnlesa  the  dronm- 
•tauoea  were  more  folly  l^own,  and  the  Bonae 
waa  oerti^n  that  the  langoage  wonld  apply. 
He  thoagbt  that  the  torma  of  the  reaolntjon 
were  sufflciantly  definite  as  now  worded.  It 
gooa  to  inqnire  what  deviationa  have  taken 
place  from  the  inatmotiona,  iaraed  by  the 
Treaanry  Department,  to  the  Oolleotors,  in 
reference  to  this  snbjeot,  and  what  loaaee  have 
hqipened,  or  are  likely  to  ooonr,  in  conae- 
qnence  of  moh  deTiations  or  neglect  on  the 
PMt  of  the  ofBcere  of  Government  For 
tdmael^  he  aaid,  he  had  no  personal  knowledge 
that  any  apecial  inatmctiona  whatever  had  beui 
given  on  Uiia  snbjeot.  Pnblio  nmior,  however, 
e^d  that  there  had,  and  that  they  were  anoh  aa 
wonld  fblly  exonerate  from  blame  the  CoUeo- 
tor,  in  whose  office  the  loss  had  oooorred. 
Whatever  might  be  the  facta  of  the  case,  it  waa 
no  more  than  jnatice  to  all  (>arties,  that  the 
tmth  shonid  be  known  respectmg  it. 

Vr.  WiCBcniat  expressed  a  hope,  either  that 
the  amendment  wonld  be  withorawn,  or  that 
the  Honae  wontd  think  the  reaolntion,  as  origi- 
nally ofibred,  enfficientlv  broad.  Be  appre- 
hended that  the  amendment  now  proposed, 
wonld  create  a  mnch  stronger  difficult  than  it 
proposed  to  remove.    Whether  proper!;  had 


been  illegally  removed  from  Ihe  warehonses  of 
the  United  Statea,  was  a  qnestion  that  mnst  be 
Judicially  decided.  Such  an  act  might  be  per- 
formed legally,  as  respected  tliird  persona,  and 
atill  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  Government 
be  very  reprehensible.  Now,  he  considered  tiia 
great  points  of  this  inquiry  to  be.  first,  wheth- 
er these  offioen  had  done  their  dnly,  and,  seo- 
ondly,  whether  the  toas  had  aocmed  in  oonse- 
qnence  of  their  having  done  it  or  not  If  the 
loss  had  happened  wimont  blame  to  the  officer, 
it  mnat  be  owing  to  some  defect,  either  in  the 
statutory  provision,  or  in  the  inatmcttons  issued 
by  the  Department  For  himael£  he  appre- 
hended it  woold  tnm  out  that  no  instmctiona 
had  been  given.  By  law  th^  could  not  In- 
terpretations of  statntea  had.  mdeed,  aometimea 
been  given  by  the  beads  of  Deparbuenta,  but 
the  coDstitntion  knew  of  no  snob  thing  as  re- 
scripts from  the  Treasnry,  declaring  in  what 
sense  the  law  should  be  understood.  No  com- 
mands from  the  Treasury  oonld  make  that  rij^t 
which  the  law  had  pronounced  to  be  wrong; 
nor  could  it  make  that  a  crime  wUch  the  law 
allows.  AH  that  the  House,  in  this  case,  want- 
ed to  know,  waa  anbstantially  reached  bv  the 
resolntion  in  its  present  form.  It  aaked  wheth- 
er  any  deviation  had  taken  place,  either  from 
law  or  from  the  inatmotions  received  from  the 
Treasury:  and  whether,  in  consequence  of 
auch  deviationa,  if  there  had  been  aach,  any 
extraordinary  losses  had  been  suffered  by  the 
TTnited  States.  This  he  conceived  to  be  the 
proper  inqniry.  If  it  should  even  be  found 
that  the  removal  of  the  goods  had  been  Qtegal, 
he  did  not  see  that  the  fact  would  help  the 
House  in  any  way  to  reinstate  the  Treasury. 
All  that  the  Honae  wanted  to  know  was, 
whether  the  lose  had  been  oooasioned  l?  >  d»- 
partore  from  thelaw,  orby  adefeotin  the  law. 
ibia  object  would  b«  attained  by  the  ori^nal 
resolution. 

The  question  beii^  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Fobsitb,  it  waa  deolded 
Lu  the  negative. 

Ifr.  Powell  observed,  that,  if  it  were  im- 
portant to  get  the  Information  in  this  case,  ha 
thought  the  resolntion  atopped  abort  of  itfi  own 
object  If  the  House  learned  that  any  extra- 
ordinary losses  had  taken  place,  it  ahonld  also 
be  informed  what  steps  had  been  taken  by  the 
Department  tn  oonseqnenoe.  If  the  loesea  suf- 
fered were,  as  had  been  reported,  of  an  extrv 
ordinary  character,  it  was  to  be  presumed  that 
some  extraordinary  stew  bad  been  taken  to 
meet  the  emergency.  With  a  view  to  ascer- 
tun  this,  he  offered  the  following  amendment : 
And  whether  any,  and  what,  steps  have  been 
taken  by  any  ofloar  of  Ui«  Qevenunent,  in  reUtion 
'    any  aaoh  loMea,  if  anoh  have  oocnrred," 

Mr.  BooBAKAs  aaid  he  thono^t  it  due  to  the 
Collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  that  the 
amendment  propoaed  by  the  gentieman  ftom 
Vir^ia  ahonld  paea.  If  a  long  life  of  nnsn^ 
pected  integrity  and  pnblio  osefdlnesi  ooi^ 
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Donatitnte  a  cl^m  to  tbe  bvorable  ooiiMderm- 
tirni  of  tbe  Honae,  this  amendment  ahonld  be 
adopted  in  JoBtice  to  that  officer.  The  raacda- 
tlon  Introdoced  hj  his  ooUeagne  (Ut.  Wvxn) 
embraced  not  anlj  the  inqnirj,  whether  goods 
had  been  illt^aUj  removect  £nnn  the  storee  of 
the  ouHkim-hoiue,  bat  also,  what  had  been  the 
oondnot  of  the  offioera  who  had  those  goods  in 
charge.  If  it  should  be  ascertained  tliat  theee 
goods  had  been  UlegaDf  removed^  then  the 


sked  bf  the  amendmeot  mi^t  be- 
come very  importanL  Ihere  was  a  atriking 
difference  between  negUgenoe  and  intentionu 
snilt.  If  it  elionld  eTentnallj  appear  that  the 
toeaea  mst^ed  hj  the  GoTMomeot  prooeeded 
from  the  illegal  condnct  of  the  Ooiteetor,  which, 
however,  he  did  not  believe  to  be  '■■ "   


the  discovery  and  disdoaore  of  the  transaoUon. 
If  everj  exertion  opon  his  part  had  been 
promptJj  made  to  protect  Qia  public  interest 
and  repair  the  iqjory  which  had  been  done,  it 
was  a  circumstance  which  ought  to  go  fiv  In 
redeeming  his  character  trom  Uie  impntation  of 
an  intenticmal  violation  of  tlie  law,  and  was  a 
&ot  whiok  in  Jnatice,  should  be  made  known. 
llr.  B.  B^  he  cMicnired  in  the  senUmeots  ex- 
preeeed  bj  his  friend  from  Delaware,  except  in 
the  opinion  that  the  object  proposed  by  the 
amendment  onght  to  be  a  dutdact  sol^eat  of 
inqniij.  He  thonght  it  was  one  entire  bans- 
action^  and  that  Jnatice  to  the  parties  con- 
oerued  required  Uiat  the  whole  infonnation 
ahonld  oome  tt^^ether  &om  the  Depertment. 

The  qneatioti  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  Pow- 
ell's amendment,  and  it  waa  agreed  to  vrith- 
out  a  dtviaion. 

FmI  m  a«  JITortAirat  OeaA 

On  opening  a  Heaaage,  tvoelved  from  the 
Fretident,  the  Speaker  annoonoed  the  same  to 
be  of  a  ocmfldential  natnre.  The  galleries  were 
oleared,  and  the  doors  closed,  ood  so  remuned 
tar  some  time.  When  tbef  were  opened  again, 
it  waa  asoertidned  that  the  iitJanotion  of  seorecr 
ta  regard  to  its  prooeedinga,  had  been  bo  tu 
removed  as  to  allow  the  publication  of  the  Ues- 
aage  of  the  Preaident,  which  waa  as  follows : 
WAaniROTOH,  aTth  Dec,  laSB. 
mil  ffcHM  ^  AlprVMntatiMf  0^  lie  {7iwC«I  Atfw  .■ 

In  eompUuioe  with  a  reaolu^OQ  of  the  Hoow  of 
Bepreaentatlvei,  of  the  SOth  Inst.,  I  now  transmit  * 
copy  of  the  Heiatge  of  Preaident  JelTerson,  to  both 
Books  of  CongieM,  ef  IStb  Januarj,  I80S,  lecom- 
mending  an  exploring  eipeifition  icnMS  this  ctmU- 
■tent.  It  will  ba  peraeiTed,  on  the  perassl  of  this 
Meisige,  that  it  wm  confldealisl ;  for  which  reason, 
the  oopj  of  It  la  now  commoDioaled  In  the  nme 
maimer ;  leavins  to  the  jadgment  of  the  Hoose  to 
detannlne,  whether  any  sdequate  reuoa  ;et  re- 
tnaina  for  withholding  it  from  pablication.  I  jws- 
Mis  DO  other  document  or  InfonnatioD  in  relation 
to  the  same  auttjecL  which  I  coiiii<lei  u  coming 
within  the  scope  of  the  reiiolution  of  the  Boiue. 
JOHN  QtllNGr  ADAXa 


The  letter  of  Mr.  Jim»cnr,  referred  to  ta 
the  Wnwuflfi,  is  yet  oonoealed  under  the  Ttal  el 
eoDMenoe,  whidt  may  or  may  not  b«  rtoionl 
by  a  anbaeqaentvote  of  the  Hodb& 

'WwDitsDiT,  December  S8. 
iVofMeed  PsMiM  to  J&«.  JHwiiiy. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  BroKBa,  the  Hooaa  wmt 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Oovdsot  k 
the  chair,  on  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Pendoft 
Denny. 

[The  bm  prc^oaea  to  allow  to  Mn.  Domy  ■ 
half-pay  penaion,  on  aootmnt  (^  her  son,  a 
whom  ehe  was  d^endant  for  lH«ad,  he  hatiag 
been  killed  in  an  action  with  piratea,  wUa 
•enring  in  the  opacity  of  gnnnar  in  the  Kavy.] 

The  bill  harving  been  read, 

Mr.  Oaxbbbuhq  said,  Ih^wben  thia  anljed 
was  under  disoosdon  at  the  last  Ooogrea^  ei> 
oeption  was  taken  to  the  bill,  that  Mrs,  Dtoorj^ 
in  ail  probabili^,  had  other  eons  surviving,  oa 
whom  she  n^ht  rely  for  support.  Ur.  O.  tM 
he  waa  satisfied  at  the  time  that  anofa  waa  net 
the  fMt,  but,  to  aatis^  the  Honae  on  this  aab- 
Ject,  ha  had  proonred  affidavits  from  If  ew  Toik, 
■hoiriiig  that  the  deceased  was  her  only  eon. 

The  afSdavita  were  read, 

Ur.  SiOBBa  (the  Obairman  of  the  Nat*!  Oom- 
mittee) exi^ained  the  views  of  the  oommittea 
in  repratiog  this  UD.  Tlie  petitioneo-,  he  m^ 
waa,  as  appeared  from  the  docnmentB  ot  Ihi 
case,  the  mother  of  a  pet^  officer  in  ttie  Navy, 
who  was  killed  in  aobon  with  the  pirate^  (at 
the  same  time  that  Oapt.  AUea  waa  kiucdj 
who  was  totally  dependent  on  her  atta  for  tap- 
port  Whilst  living,  her  son  had  appn^niatad 
one-half  of  his  pay  for  her  snpport,  atkL  wfaea 
he  sailed  on  bia  last  voyage,  left  directions  te 
the  proper  officer,  to  pay  lua  mother  half  of  iD 
the  pay  which  ahonld  become  dne  to  him  iw 
ing  nis  abaenoe.  8he  haa  lost  her  only  fnf, 
in  the  servioe  of  the  oonndy,  and  seeks  ti* 
same  providtm  which  the  law  wonld  have  mad* 
to  her,  had  she  been  tiie  widow,  instead  of  da 
mother,  ot  the  deceased.  Id  the  ease  cf  At 
motiier  of  lient  Alkn,  killed  at  the  same  tint, 
a  bill  waa  pending,  and  wonld  doobtleaa  han 
paaaed.  at  the  time,  bnt  for  ber  death,  wbiek 
took  place  whilst  the  bill  woe  under  «*■■"— tt" 
The  principle  of  the  bill  went  no  farther  thn 
this :  that,  if  any  person  engaged  in  the  Ksral 
serrioe  HhaU  be  killed  in  battle,  having  no  wife 
or  child,  bnt  leaving  behind  him  a  mother,  de- 
pendent on  him  for  support,  the  half-pay  pca- 
(don  mtem  ahonld  be  made  to  embraoe  die 
caseof  the  mother.  Conceiving  this  to  beajait 
prindpl^  Mr,  8.  supported  the  bill. 

Ur.  WoBiBneTOH  obaerved,  that,  na  he  na 
about  to  ^ve  a  vote  on  the  enlyeot  now  be- 
fore the  Honse,  he  conceived  it  hia  duty  tt 
offer  a  few  reasona  in  support  of  the  vote  ha 
ahould  give.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  eaai 
of  the  first  impression,  and  we  were  now  abort  I 
to  set  a  precedent  for  those  who  were  to  fot- 
low  UB,    We  a^eared  to  be  legislating  on  ■  I 
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Mreditur  priooiide.  Te  an  now  oalted  vpoa 
o  gnnt  a  pennon  to  the  mother.  In  die  uoend- 
Dg  linc^  and  we  migbt  go  on  m  M/inihM*  cm 
bo  Mine  prineiple ;  we  mif^  go  on,  alao,  In 
he  desoeodiug  line,  to  the  bod,  grandson,  and 

0  fiwth.  If  we  onoe  adopt  the  prinmplB,  we 
hall  know  not  when  to  stop.  Bu",  mi  Mr.  W,, 
re  oo^t  not  to  put  our  hands  faito  the  Treas- 
rj  on  every  oooadon — we  ongbt  to  hnahand 
or  reeonroea.  We  ought  to  grant  peuiou  to 
Kme  bat  thoee  who  hare  actnaUy  been  mabaed 
r  disabled  in  the  o«ue  of  their  oonntiT,  and 
lot  to  th^  relatione.  We  onght  to  take  ex- 
mple  from  othw  oonntriea  in  relation  to  Utia 
■lueat.  It  had  grown  to  be  an  immense  evil 
n  En^and,  and,  at  the  oommenoement  of  the 
^oioh  Kerolntion,  was  a  crTing  grieTanec^ 
rhiob  the  people  of  that  oonntr?  uvn^t  in 
looiuatioa  aguiut  their  King.  If  the  man  him- 
tit,  wlio  snffered  on  the  ooeaMon  referred 
0^  ware  living,  no  permi)  wonld  be  more  wili- 
ng to  grant  raliei  than  hinuelf.  Bol^  aa  the 
aee  now  standSihe  was  deddedlx  against  the  biU. 

The  oommittee  then  rose,  and  rqiorted  tbe 
tBl  without  amendment ;  when 

Mr.  Kallibt,  obserring  that  tliia  case  mnst 
M  new  to  manj  members  of  tbe  Honee,  with  a 
riew  to  allow  uem  time  to  beeome  better  ao- 
[oainted  with  i^  from  a  oonaideration  of  what 
ud  been  s^d,  mored  that  the  bIH  Ue  on  the 
able.  Tbe  motion  fveTsiled,  and  the  bill  was 
xdered  to  Ue  on  the  table  aoooidingly. 

ToussDAT,  December  39. 

Kr.  MimB,  of  PennsjlTania,  oAred  the  fid- 
mring:     ■ 

Jittabti,  That  the  Cknmnlttee  on  Agrionltare  be 
nstrncted  to  inqoire  wbather  the  oultlTitlOD  of  the 
Dulberrj  tree,  and  the  breeding  of  lUk-woniia,  for 
he  pnrpoae  of  producing  dik,  be  a  lubjeot  irivthT 
it  legidatlTe  attention.  And  should  the]'  think  It 
<■  be  so,  that  the;  obt^  each  Infonoatlon  as  may 
N  bi  th^  power,  nepeottug  tbe  Und  of  mnlbeitj 
ne  most  preferred:  the  beet  miU,  dimate,  and 
■ode  of  celtlTatioD^  the  prebabte  Talne  of  the 
nltaie,  taking  into  view  the  eapital  emploved  i  the 
abw  and  the  product,  together  with  each  nets  and 
)pisloiis  as  tbej  maj  think  useful  and  proper. 

Sitolvtd,  That  the  eommittee  Inquire  whether 
>D7  legialadTc  jvortdoni  are  neceHarj  or  proper 
»  promote  the  prodooUon  of  silk. 

On  offering  tlUe  reeolntion,  Ur.  Hjseb  wished 
■D  sa;  one  word,  with  the  hope  of  olitaining  for 
it  a  ftToraUe  reception.  In  looking  over  the 
report  of  tbe  Seoretarf  of  the  Treasury,  of  last 
rear,  he  had  obeerred  that  the  amonnt  of  rilks 
imported  into  the  United  States  was  t7JS8,78i, 
whilst  the  whde  amount  itf  bread  stuffl  ezjiort- 
ti  wss  bat  1^,718,566,  being  more  than  a  mil- 
lion lees  than  the  valae  of  imported  dlka.  Tbe 
imoant  of  tobaooo  exported  was  a  little  over 
bur  milliona.  The  value  of  tbe  whole  products 
at  the  tea,  iDcloding  the  flahoriee,  waa  leas  than 

1  milUou  and  a  half;  and  that  of  all  tbe  prodno- 
Sttis  of  the  forest  was  not  Ave  millions.    He 


»lam.  [H.  ow  B. 

stated  theee  bote  merely  with  a  view  of  show- 
ing that  tiie  ooltivation  of  dlk  might  he  an  in- 
tmet  worth  ohwialiing.  He  did  not,  he  oon- 
fiaesed,  foresee  that  anjr  legislaliTe  provisitm 
would  grow  out  of  this  hiqaiiry,  but  he  wished 
that  the  oommittee  sbonla  inquire — that  they 


tion  wooM  at  all  events  be  nseftd,  and  it  might 
happen  Uiat  farther  legialation  wonld  be  re- 
qolnd  on  the  aulijeat,  In  oonseqaenoe  of  thg  in- 
formation to  be  received. 
Hie  rescJntlons  were  agreed  to. 

Tdwut,  Jannary  8, 16aS. 
Sedilien  Lane, 

Mr.  WiBSTKB,  ftvm  the  Oommittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, made  tne  ftdlowing  report  on  Uie  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Cooper : 

"The  Committee  on  the  Jodidaiy,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petifioo  of  Thomas  Co^r,  report: 

'•That  tlie  petitionen  sets  forth  that,  in  tiie  year 
IBOO,  be  was  Indicted  and  tried,  under  tlie  pra- 
tisicns  of  tlie  act  of  July  14,  1798,  commonly 
called  the  Section  Law,  for  pabllshing  an  alleged 
libel  on  the  then  Frcrident  of  tbe  United  Butei ; 
that  he  was  found  guilty,  and  eentenoed  to  be  Im- 
prisoned  Ax  monthii  and  to  pay  a  fine  irffonr  hun- 
dred dcdiara.  Having  paid  this  fine,  he  ptays  Con- 
gress that  it  may  be  reetered  to  him,  wiui  Intereet, 
on  the  grounds,  first,  that  what  he  published  waa 
no  libel,  and,  secondly,  that  the  act  before  men- 


"The  committee  have oonddered  tkeeeee,and 
agree  to  report  that  the  petUiDner  have  leave  to 
mthdraw  hla  peUtion." 

Mr.  HamLioa  said,  that  he  hoped  that  the 
gentleman  from  HaaaaohnsettB  wonld  add  to  his 
report "  that  the  report  of  the  oomroittefc  with 
the  petition  of  the  petitioner,  be  printed."  He 
womd  much  prefer  that  the  motitm  abonld  eome 
flwm  that  gentleman,  as  it  wm  do  more  than  an 
act  of  orduiary  oomil^  lo  the  individual  oon- 
oeraed,  and  i^  mm<eover,  rarely,  was  littie  else 
than  an  act  of  bare  Jnatioe,  that  the  Honee 
ahoald  be  aoonratebr  inlinmea,  sot  only  of  the 
groDnde  on  which  ^e  petitioner's  petition  had 
been  r^eoted,  hot  that  they  ahould  likewise  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  diaraoter  and  extent 
tA  Ae  dsim  fA.  the  petitioner,  the  wrongs  of 
which  he  oomfdained,  and  the  reasoni^  by  Ids 
own  showinib  why  reanaa  ought  now  to  be  ao- 
oorded  to  him.  Mr.  H.  sud  he  would  wait,  with 
the  hope  that  the  gentleman  would  make  the 
motion  in  onestion  beKve  he  tzouUed  tbe  House 
with  one  oraimUar  import, 

Mr.  Wdsixb  said,  umt,  si^podng  there  waa 
no  possible  Direction  to  a  long  argomeDtagahiaC 
the  law  fi.  1798  bdng  rud,  he  doubted  whether 
it  wonld  he  thouf^  wmih  while  to  print  K. 
He  had  no  personal  oltJeotion  to  that  oourse^  If 
pref^red  by  the  gentlraian  from  South  Oarolintt, 
If  that  gentleman  meant  to  call  np  the  repMt 
for  the  pnrpoee  of  oootroverting  the  oooolurion 
to  whiob  the  oommittee  had  oome,  then  it  might 
be  pn^er  to  have  all  the  papers  printed.    But 
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he  wu  not  partionlwlf  dinoaed,  &r  Uie  gradfl- 
oatioD  of  iiuUTiduls  meraly,  to  have  Uiwr  dU- 
quimdouf  priated  for  tho  nae  of  tba  Hoom.    He 


bat,  if  tb«  memorial  waa  prioted,  be  prMDmcd 
it  would  be  vn^vc  to  print  Uw  report  alao. 

The  qneatMm  waa  (Imb  bUcea  on  prindnc  both 
the  report  and  tbe  menuaial,  and  oedded  in  the 
affimiatiTe. 

'WkDHaaoAT,  January  4. 
AfpointmeiUt  <(flltmb«rt  t^  Congrtm. 

The  reaidaUon  ofibred  bj  Vr.  Trietui  call- 
ing on  the  Prerident  for  a  list  of  appointmenta 
glren  by  the  Exeo^ve,  to  Members  of  Oon- 
greea.  raaoe  the  fonndation  of  the  Government, 
was  taken  up. 

Ur.  ItaDrrra  ad:ed  that  the  reflolntion  might 
be  read  again ;  and  the  reaolntion  hBTing  been 
read  aoocfdliigly, 

Ttr.  Tkutast  obaerved,  that  It  waa  probably 
reocdieoted  by  the  House,  that  abont  a  fortnight 
bcdbre,  a  reaolntion  had  been  laid  on  the  table, 
hr  an  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
MiTOBXu,)  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent 
Uie  aooeptanoe  of  appointmenta  from  the  Preai' 
Jent,  by  membera  of  Oongresa,  dming  their  term 
of  service.  The  intention  of  the  present  call  was 
to  obtain  the  information  which  would  be  reqoi- 
^te  to  an  enll^teued  consideration  of  that  reoo- 
IntioQ.  If,  as  IB  sappoeed  by  many,  an  evil  is  to  be 
removed,  the  Hodm  must  first  know  Uie  evil  be- 
fore It  ean  i^[dy  the  remedy ;  and  how  can  it  pro- 
ceed more  properly  in  detenniuing  on  the  eilBt- 
enoe  ot  the  evil,  than  by  first  getting  information 
from  the  Eseoniive  itaeU;  aa  to  the  extent  of  the 
praotice  allnded  to  t  All  the  appointments  to  of- 
floe  are  made  throogh  the  Freddent ;  and  on  the 
files  of  hi*  office^  a  memorandom  of  all  of  than  is 
preserved.  Thia  record  is  the  only  sooroe  from 
which  the  Information  soiuht  by  the  call  can 
be  obtained.  Why,  then,  should  the  consider- 
atfon  of  the  resotadon  be  postponed  t  For  what 
purpose  most  it  lie  on  the  table  t  What  will  be 
the  advantage  of  delay  I  A  oondderable  time 
will  neoessarily  be  ooottpied  in  making  the  in- 
vestigation, after  it  shail  be  called  for :  there 
ondlit,  then,  to  be  aa  litde  delay  as  posdbli 
making  the  cttIL  If  the  preeent  reeolntion  is 
l^d  on  the  table,  the  House  will  probably  be 
called  to  act  on  that  of  the  genuetnan  from 
Tennessee,  withoat  having  this  informatioD  be- 
fore them.  I  do  not  Bey  (added  Mr,  T.)  that 
the  evil  alluded  to  does  exist;  hat  the  reeolntion 
of  that  gentleman  la  of  itaelf  snffloient  to  show 
that  an  ^prehen^n  is  entertajned  in  wnne  di- 
nOkaa  that  it  e^ta,  and  needs  correction. 


mente  have  not  been  made  to  any  great  extent, 
the  fact  will  ao  appear ;  bnt  if,  on  uie  oontrary, 
the  evlL  as  is  said,  both  exists,  and  is  growing, 
then  it  Is  time  that  a  proper  remedy  shoold  be 
applied.    JTo  poenble  evil  can  raolt  from  the 


call ;  some  good  possibly  may.  Mr.  T.  sadd  he 
hoped,  therafore,  that  his  moticm  woold  be 
Adopted. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  observed,  that,  to  oppMO  Rcy 
call  for  information,  deemed  important  by  any 
gentleman,  was,  at  all  timea,  an  nngnciaia 
task.  He  had  never  vot«d,  and  sboold  not,  at 
(hia  late  hour  of  his  Oongreenonal  Iifie,  bcfpn 
to  vote,  against  any  sach  calL  He  iroold  sbb- 
geat  to  the  honorable  mover  of  this  reedotioB, 
wheUier  it  would  not  be  mach  better  to  ^r* 
the  present  call  a  diffirant  directimi.  Tlie 
Prerident  of  die  United  States  is  now  called  ca 
ft^  this  infonnatitm.  It  was  proper  to  call  <m 
that  <dSoer  for  all  information  of  a  strwOr 
exeontive  eharaoter,  and,  so  fb-  as  tho  appMiit- 
maot  of  the  peraoos  was  oonoemod,  th«  {»■ 
fbrmation  now  reqnired  was  of  that  charMter. 
Bnt  how  can  the  Preoidait  uoertain  wbetlMr 
all  the  f«rvmn  who  have  received  soch  q>- 
pointmenta  were,  or  were  not,  raeniben  cf 
Oongreas  at  the  respective  times  <^  thrir  ig>- 
pointment,  or  for  az  months  before  t  Bt 
would  aik,  whether  it  was  conristent  with  that 
decomm  and  decency  wlil<4i  waa  doe  ttom  om 
branch  of  the  Government  to  another,  to  aA 
the  Prerident  of  the  United  States  to  oome  te 
the  records  of  tills  House,  and  there  get  certain 
infbfmation,  to  be  tmmediately  handed  batik 
by  him  to  the  Houeel  All  Uiet  be  wanted 
from  the  Pre^dent  was  a  list  of  appointmoits 
made  within  the  period  embraced  by  the  re- 
solve. The  Hoase  uas  already  a  list  of  its  own 
members.  A  comparison  of  these  two  liria 
woald  enable  each  gentieman  to  det«ni)iiM  tar  ' 
himself  the  question  of  fikot,  Thia,  loo,  wovid 
answer  aoottier   part  of  the    resolntion.  If 

g'ving  the  emoluments  of  tlie  ofBoers  reqtective- 
,  and  also  the  States  boja  which  the  mao- 
bers  oama  If;  however,  the  gentieman  wiebed 
to  get  this  information  to  a  condensed  form, 
the  better  way  would  be  for  him  to  aak  for  the 
appointment  of  a  select  oommittee,  to  whcB 
the  sabjeot  mi^t  be  referred.  Sneh  a  eom- 
mittee  would  present  all  the  facta  in  a  reiMTt 
And  berejSaid  Hr.  Fobst^h,  let  me  make  a 
r«nark.  The  gentleman  has  etatod  to  ns  in 
this  Hall  that  this  is  a  great  and  growing  eriL 
AneviLsirt  WhatevSf  ItisaconstitntioDiI 
evil,  if  it  be  one  at  all ;  it  is  one  which  wm 
anticipated  and  Intended  by  the  constituticBL 
and  wnich,  in  my  opinion,  baa  as  yet  prodaeea 
no  ii^urj  to  the  interests  of  the  ooontry.  I 
know,  indeed,  that,  in  some  parts  of  the  United 
States,  the  opinion  is  entertained,  and  no 
donbt  honestiy,  that  this  boBiness  of  appoint- 
ment of  members  of  Congress  to  office,  ha> 
gone  to  very  improper  lengths,  is  liable  to  an 
improper  use,  and  productive  of  undne  in- 
flaenee.  Sir,  this  may  be  so ;  but  I  tmat  that 
it  will  not  be  assnmed  as  a  fact,  that  the  power 
of  appointment  has  been  thns  improperly  need. 
If  the  charge  is  made,  let  it  be  bronght  home 
i^^nst  the  Prerident,  or  any  other  individual, 
and  we  have  the  power  to  apply  the  remedy. 
Weoan  punish  both  the  corrupter  and  the  cor- 
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ropted.  Hera  is  the  proper  place  for  noli  an 
inTestig&tio^,  If  aaj  geDtlenun  ia  satisfied 
that  there  have  tMen  improper  practic«e  in 
tbis  reopect,  he  can  bring  ue  offender  here  for 
pimUluneaL  Bat,  Mid  Ur.  P.,  I  wonld  ang- 
geet,  if  buj  iaqnirf  is  to  be  iroiie  into,  it  most 
be  gone  into  still  deeper.  Yon  mnct  inquire, 
not  merelr  who  have  ohtuned  offices,  but  who 
have  obtwned  contracts  from  the  Qovemment  t 
''whose  brothers,  whose  fathers,  whose  friends, 
ItMve  ^t  advantjweoiu  contracts  I  And,  fur- 
ther still — whose  fothers,  brothers,  and  friends, 
have  been  recommended  to,  and  actOBllj  re- 
ceived offices  nnder,  the  OoTenunent.  ^ese, 
■aid  Mr.  F.,  are  Booroes  of  oorrnption  eqnaUr 
dangeroDS  with  that  now  in  qnestion,  an^ 
-when  we  be^  the  inqoirj,  theae,  also,  shoold 
he  examined. 

Ur.  Wkbstkb  observed  that  aa  the  honorable 
member  from  Virpnia  seemed  to  think  this 
inqnirj'  of  importance,  and  as  he  preenmed 
there  were  none  who  wished  to  ezdode  the 
information  which  he  sought — the  only  otyeo- 
tion  being  as  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  it — he 
wonld  suggest  to  that  member,  that  he  shonld 
move  to  amend  bia  resolntion,  so  as  to  refer 
the  inqoir;  which  it  proposed  to  a  oonunittee 
of  this  Eonse.  The  records  of  the  Department 
of  State,  and  those  of  this  Honae,  woald  be 
both  BceeasiUe  to  the  committee,  and,  from 
conaolting  them,  the  committee  wonld  tie  able 
to  give  to  the  Hoose  all  the  information  which 
comd  be  obtained  on  this  sabjeot. 

Mr.  Flotd  said,  that  when  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  had  been  formerlj'  proposed, 
to  prevent  members  of  Congress  from  holding 
anj  office  under  the  Government  of  the  United 


have  expired,  he  believed  he  had  voted  for  it, 
as  ho  thooght  it  a  wise  preoaution  to  preserve 
the  liberty  they  had,  and  the  Honse  free  from 
the  imputation  of  motives ;  that  he  wonld  not 
attribute  anj  thins  like  motive  to  the  present 
members,  as  he  believed  all  to  be  verj  jnst,  and 
perh^iB  the  timee  very  honest.  But  the  lime 
might  arrive,  when  we  might  see  a  dove-tailed 
administration  claming  ful  power,  infringing 
on  what  some  called,  and  which  he  believed  to 
he,  State  rights.  He  did  not  wish  to  fight,  as 
the  barons  of  England  had  done,  to  limit  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  but  wished  to  see  so 
mnoh  power  exercised  as  was  granted  express- 
ly in  the  constitntion.  end  no  more.  To  take 
awaf  the  hope  of  omoe,  might  be  useful  at  a 
fntnre  day,  when  office  might  be  more  de- 
rirable ;  nor  could  he  conceive  why  the  gentle- 
man from  Georiga,  who  has  so  much  talent 
and  whom  all  knew  to  be  so  upright,  opposed 
this  resolution,  as  it  was  only  a  call  for  uifor- 
maticn,  which  certainly  ooiud  be  better  fur- 
nished by  the  President  than  by  a  committee  of 
the  House,  and  who  has  mode  a  speech  on  the 
subject  much  longer  than  he  is  aoonstomed  to 
do  on  gach  subjects.  If  there  ia  difBculty  with 
the  ftcaideat  and  the  departottenta,  there  would, 
TobTIIL— 89 


in  his  opinion,  be  much  more  with  a  commit- 
tee. The  gentlemen  now  called  on  for  infor- 
mation were  well  pud  for  little  labor,  aai  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  a  very  heavy  taak  to 
prodnoe  the  information  wanted. 

The  question  lieing  taken  on  the  amendment, 
It  was  negatived. 

Ur.  TBKETAirT  rose,  not  to  make  any  (tarther 
observationa  on  the  resolution,  but  to  ask  that 
the  question  on  its  adoption  mi^t  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  qneetion  was  so  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  leeolation,  and  detdded  as  fdlows — yeas, 
144,  nays  43. 

So  ttie  resolntion  of  Ur.  Tbxztaxt  wm 
agreed  to. 

The  Jvdieiary  /Syttmt. 

The  House  then  agun  resolved  ttstlf  into  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whol^  on  the  bill  further  to 
amend  the  Judiciary  Byatom  of  the  United 
States. 


a  Chief  Jnstice  and  nine  Associate  Justices,  and 
provides  for  the  appointment  of  three  addition- 
al Aasociate  Justices  of  said  Court. 

That  the  seventh  Judicial  Circuit  of  the 
United  Btates  shall  hereafter  consist  of  the 
Districts  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  ^nd  IllinoiB ;  the 
eighth  Circuit,  of  the  Districts  of  £entnoky  and 
UiBBonri ;  the  ninth  Circuit,  of  the  Districts 
of  Tennessee  and  Alabama ;  and  the  tenth  C3r- 
ouit,  of  the  Districts  of  Louisiana  and  Uis- 
slsaippi. 

It  repeals  so  much  of  any  act  or  acta  of  Con- 
n^aa,  as  vests  in  the  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Diatricta  of  Indiana,  Uli- 
noia,  Uiaaoori,  Uissiesippi,  Alabama,  and  Loui- 
siana, the  powers  ana  jurisdiction  of  Circoit 
Conrts,  and  provides  that  there  ahall  be  here- 
after, Cii«nit  Conrta  for  said  Districts,  to  be 
composed  of  the  Jnstice  of  the  Supreme  Oour^ 
assigned  or  allotted  to  the  circuit  to  which 
anch  diatricta  may  respectively  belong,  and  of 
the  District  Judge  of  such  diaOiota.] 

FnmAT,  January  6. 

Ur,  Snw.LBT  offered  the  following : 

Stmtwtd,  That  the  Commlttaa  on  Bosdi  and 
Canals  be  ipstnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expsdieacy 
of  making  proviaioD  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  on 
the  Natiooal  Road,  where  it  crosses  the  UoDonga> 
hela,  at  BrownsTille,  in  PennsylvaiJa. 

Having  offered  this  resolve — 

Ur.  Stewibt  rose  to  make  a  nngle  remark, 
in  explanatdon  of  its  object  It  wonld  be  re- 
coUeoted  by  the  House,  that  the  Committee  on 
Boads  and  Oanala  had  t)een  instructed,  on  his 
motion,  a  few  days  since,  to  devise  a  permanent 
system  for  the  preservation  and  repur  of  the 
CnntMrland  road.    The  erection  of  this  bridge, 


was  incomplete,  and  inadequate  to  th«  great 
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ed,  for  days  together,  dniing  the'wioUr  waaon, 
by  the  ice  and  floods  upon  this  river.  B7  re- 
ferrina  to  the  AIm  of  the  Honae,  gentlemen 
would  find  an  official  oommnnioadon  trma  the 
late  Fostmatrter  General,  ntating  the  foot  that 
the  freqnent  delayi  and  failiuM  of  the  great 
WMtem  maQ  was  owing  to  the  impaaeable  con- 
dition of  this  river ;  and  that  the  onlf  means 
of  preTenticg  theio,  in  fotore,  was  the  erection 
of  the  bridge  mentioned  in  the  reaolntion. 
Every  river  and  Btream  upon  this  .road,  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  oilier,  had  been  bridged, 
exoept  the  Monongaheta,  at  Brownsville.  There 
waa  no  reason  whj  it  Bhould  form  an  ezcep- 
taoB.  Without  this  bridge,  the  road  itaalf  was 
incomplete.  It  was  a  broken  link  in  the  great 
ohaia  of  connection  which  thii  road  constituted 
between  the  Eastern  and  Western  Btates.  It 
onght  to  be  repured.  fie  therefore  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  adopted,  and  the  Oom- 
mtttee  on  Roods  and  Canals  anthorized  to  make 

Erovifflon  for  the  erection  of  this  bridge,  in  the 
ill  providing  a  permanent  system  for  the 
praaervation  and  repair  of  the  Oamberiaad 
road. 

The  qneetion  being  t^en  takes  on  this  reao- 
lntion, it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— 
Kjta  70,  noea  47. 

TmsDAr,  Jaooary  Vj, 
Florida  Wrtddng  Laa 

Ur.  Webbtsb.  from  the  Jndioiary  Oommit- 
tee,  reported,  withoot  smendment,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate,  "  to  annnl  an  act  concerning  wreck- 
ers and  wrecked  pw  ■  '  "  ■  ' '  ■  -  - 
emor  and  Legislati^ 
of  Florida. 

Ur.  WsBSTiR,  in  reporttng  the  btD  witfaont 
amwdment,  eipluned  briefly  the  facts  which 
had  given  occasion  to  it.  It  appeared  that,  in 
eonseqnwice  of  a  state  of  things  which  eziated 
on  tlie  coast  of  Florida,  and  its  vicinity,  in  re- 
lation to  wrecked  property,  the  Qovemor  and 
Le^slative  Comioil  of  that  Territory  had  passed 
on  act,  which  was  found  in  practice  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  some  pretty  strange  effecte— -and 
which  had  led  to  evils  so  great  as  to  attract  the 
attention  of  Congress,  The  whole  sabject,  he 
said,  is  of  a  character  which  requires  legisla- 
tive provision — and  there  being  no  court  of 
admiralty  near  the  scene  of  these  wrecks,  the 
Le^ative  Comicil  of  Florida  had  interfered: 
but,  in  doing  so,  had  exhibited  a  course  ol 
pretty  wild  steering — and,  in.  a  word,  had  ez- 
erctsed  their  power  in  a  manner  not  calcolated 
to  prodnoe  any  good  efiecta  to  the  sufferers. 
The  iehole  sabject  was  before  the  Committee  oa 
the  Judiciary,  who  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
report  a  bill  coQCeming  It ;  but  they  were  of 
opinion  that,  meanwhile,  no  time  riionld  be 
lost  in  annnllinff  the  sot  of  the  Lwislative 
Oonncil  of  Florida;  and  they,  t2ierefbre,  re- 


ported the  preoent  bill  bum  the  Senate  wilbort 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wnm.  the  del^ate  from  Floridt,  wi 
be  had  no  ot^eotion  that  tLe  bill  should  ptala 
a  third  reading.  He  wished  however,  to  stM 
that  he  was  convinced  the  Lc^islatiTe  Q»mA 
of  Florida,  in  passing  the  act  now  to  be  it 
nnlled,  had  be^  animated  by  good  intoitksi 
only.  The  losses  which  were  oocnrring  co  fl» 
reef  were  of  snob  a  character,  as  needed  noe 
legislative  interference.  The  conrtB,  to  wiid 
the  property  lest  was  to  be  carried  for  *dji£- 
cation,  were  remote— and theythongbtdultl* 
act  they  passed  for  tlie  relief  of  the  iijnid 
parties,  wonld  receive  the  eanction  of  C» 
greta.  It  had,  nnfortonately,  hajipoKd  lU 
great  abusee  bad  grown  ont  of  the  act.  ThM 
would,  of  course,  be  corrected  by  Cosgn^ 
and  he  presumed  eome  special  law  wooH  t» 
passed  on  the  sntject.  He  had  only  risai,  it 
this  time,  for  the  purpose  of  vindiotiM  to 
Council  from  any  mtention  to  transcena  IM 
powers  entrusted  to  them,  or  to  do  iiywliceto 
the  persons  whose  interests  might  be  braugU 
into  qneetion  nnder  their  act. 

The  biU  waa  ordered  to  a  third  reading  »■ 
morrow. 

SaJaneat  Dva  from  Land  QjJlMn 

A  resolution,  offered  yesterday  bj  ^-  *"** 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  TreaBnrrwi 
list  of  balances  dne  by  BeeeivOT  of  FnMj 
Moneys,  for  the  sale  of  Public  land),  to  tbe » 
January,  1830,  was  token  up. 

The  reaolntion  gave  oocamon  to  sonie  an- 
versation,  between  the  mover  and  Mr.  Sw^^ 
the  latter  asking  for  an  ezplsuatioD,  whetM 
the  resolution  was  aimed  at  Receivara  nw™ 
office,  or  those  who  had  gone  out  of  oB* 
These  officers  are  appointed  for  four  JM^  !» 
cannot,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  be  rapw"* 
ed  unless  all  arrears  are  pud  up.  ''^J";^ 
conceived  a  snffioient  guarantee  for  the  nop* 
discharge  of  their  duty.  Their  deposit*  oig 
have  been  made  by  those  now  in  offioe,  M  ™ 
first  of  January ;  bnt  according  to  the  tenM« 
the  resolution,  tiieee  deposit*  would  not^P* 
to  their  credit ;  and  so  an  unpntstion  mlgW  M 
oast  upon  honest  men,  who  did  notde^* 
He  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  bj  •"""I 
'' irds,  "not  now  in  office."  ,     . 


Mr.  SoOTT  repUed.  By  the  eristow  uM" 
sud,  balances  which  have  remained  doeW" 
than  three  years,  are  required  to  be  repora"  " 
this  House.  A  list  has,  accorfing!?,  bwn  * 
turned  from  the  Treasury,  but  it  aolnto  W 
balances  dne  for  three  years,  on  BOth  Sq"™; 
her,  leaS.  Any  bahmces  which  n»y M"°5" 
come  dne  within  that  period,  are  not  md*^ 
Mr.  8.  sdd  he  had  heard  that  one  B««^ 
who  had  been  out  of  office  for  fbur  yesWi  "J 
run  off  with  |6a,000  of  Uie  pnblio  mo^;  «" 
that  another,  who  had  been  out «  P?"*,^ 
year,  had  gone  off  witii  tSB,0OO.  /"/^ 
was  to  inquire  into  these  facts.  He  tb^ 
the  Honae  h»d  a  right  to  taowtbem.  «^ 
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ooold  not  be  obt^ed:  it  must;  therefore,  be 
demanded  by  &  special  order  of  the  Honse. 
He  saw  no  reason  wh^  those  in  office  shonld 
not  aa  -well  be  indnded,  u  those  who  had  ^ne 
oat  of  office.  The  object  was  to  get  at  the 
amonnt  of  moneys  received;  of  moneys  re- 
oeivsble,  and  of  moneys  embezzled.  He  tbongbt 
tbe  public  eye  should  he  drawn  to  these  facts. 
If  cormpt  men  were  in  office,  they  onght  as 
mnch  to  be  exposed,  aa  oorrapt  men  who  were 
oat  of  office. 

After  some  farther  observations,  Ur.  Bcott 
consented  to  modi^  bis  resolation,  by  snbsti- 
tatiog  80th  &ptmtS0r,  18SS,  for  1st  January^ 
1826.     Upon  whiok 

til.  Su>Am  withdrew  Us  motion  fbr  amend- 
ment, and  the  resolntion,  thns  modified,  was 
adopted. 

Jvdieiary  SyUmm. 
Hr.  Bnoraras  s^d,  the  permanency  of  the 
Bnpreme  Court  was  scaroel^  more  to  be  desired 
than  that  of  the  inferior  tnbnnals.  Bnt  it  was 
not  within  the  ken  of  human  foresight  to  de- 
clare either  the  particolar  niunber  of  those 
inferior  tribmuls,  which  the  exigencies  of  a 
rapidly  increadng  nation  might  reqnire,  or  the 
precise  principles  on  which  they  shonld  be  or- 
ganized. Those  matters  were  of  neoessity  >nb- 
mitted  to  the  wisdom  and  fatore  experience  of 
Congress.  .  Bnt  if  stability  was  important, 
when  that  featnre  of  the  present  bill,  which 
Teqnires  the  performance  of  dronit  conrt  dntiee 
by  the  Judges  of  the  Bnpreme  Oorat,  had  re- 
oeiyed  the  approbation  of  the  American  people 
for  BO  many  years ;  when  the  ntiHty  ana  wis- 
dom of  mcii  a  reqalaition  had  been  tccted  by 
the  experience  of  npwards  of  thirty-five  years ; 
onght  we  not  to  regard  It  almost  in  the  light 
of  a  constiCntional  provision  t  Were  a  propo- 
aition  made  to  change  the  constitution  its^,  I 
would  not  approach  it  with  more  oantion.  In 
1789,  we  are  informed,  that  the  first  statnte  was 
enacted  In  relation  to  the  Jndicial  power  of  the 
United  States.  In  that  law  yon  find  the  same 
feature  which  the  present  biU  presents.  Tliat 
Btatnte  remuned  unaltered  until  1763,  when 
the  Buhjact  waa  again  preseatod  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Oongresa.  The  time  was  too  short 
to  give  to  It  the  character  of  a  fixed  policy  at 
that  period.  Bnt  let  ns  pursue  its  course  far- 
ther. The  system  was  continued  without  any 
change,  in  the  principle  allnded  to,  nntil  1801, 
when  the  acts  of  '89  and  '98  were  repealed,  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Gonrt  were  separated 
from  the  oironits,  and  Oirci^t  Jndges  were  ap- 
pointed. In  1802,  the  set  of  1801  was  re- 
pealed; and  thns  well  idgb  did  the  same  year 
witness  the  birth  and  the  death  of  this  system  of 
1801.  The  act  of  1809  brongbt  ns  back  to  the 
principle  of  the  law  of  1780  and  1793,  «o  far 
as  they  required  the  Supreme  Jndges  to  att«nd 
■t  the  drcnits ;  and  thns  was  ftirnished  strong 
and  persuasive  evidence  of  a  most  dedded  pre- 
ftraufl  by  Oongieas  fbr  that  oonne.   I  shall  not 


stop  here  (said  Ifr.  B.)  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
siderations which  condnct«d  to  the  repeal  of 
tills  law  of  1801,  from  any  other  source  than 
that  which  the  statnte  itself  furnishes.  To 
attribute  its  repeal  to  any  other  cause,  than  a 
conviction  on  tne  part  of  those  who  voted  for 
it,  that  the  plan  of  1802  was  superior  to  that 
of  1801,  wonid  be  an  uncharitable  imputation 
of  corrupt  motives  to  the  majority  of  Con- 
grera,  which  onght  not  to  he  indolged.  Thna 
stood  the  law  until  1807,  when  the  matter  wu 
ag^n  bronght  before  Congress.  It  began  now 
truly  to  be  entltied  to  the  appellation  of  a  fixed 
policy.  Bnt  could  any  doubt  be  reasonably 
entertained  on  the  anbject,  was  tt  not  entirely 
dissipated,  when,  in  that  year,  the  wisdom  it 
the  messnre  having  been  folly  and  completely 
tested,  Oongreae  not  only  continned,  bnt  ^'- 
tended  the  system  t  They  did  In  principle  then 
what  the  advocates  of  tlus  bill  indst  onght  noir 
to  be  done.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(ifr.  Powxix)  considers  this  as  no  indication  of 
an  intention  to  ingraft  on  the  system  this  prin- 
ciple as  a  matter  of  permanent  policy.  Se 
tolls  ns  that  it  was  merely  an  experiment,  and 
one  which  onght  cantiondy  to  bo  indulged  in ; 
and  aa  an  evidence  that  they  did  not  contem- 
plate uniformity,  he  reminds  ns  that,  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Mwne,  district  courts  only  were  ea- 
tablished.  But  did  the  gentleman  recolleot 
tiut  Ibine  was  at  that  time  a  part  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Kentucky  a  part  of  Virginia! 
Every  State  in  the  Union  had  its  circuit  court, 
by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1809;  nor  b 
there  the  least  ground  npon  which  to  conclude, 
from  the  estauishment  of  district  oonrts  in 
Kentucky  and  Maine,  that  uniformity  was  not 
within  the  contemplation  of  Congress  to  be 
carried  bito  effect  on  some  convenient  oooadon. 
Such  a  conclusion  is  altcwether  inadmissihle, 
because  the  present  circuit  ^stem  has  einoe 
been  extended  to  them.  At  this  very  time, 
e^hteen  States  ont  of  the  twenty-four  are  en- 
foying  its  benefits,  not  one  of  them  willing  to 
be  deprived  of  it ;  and  yet  we  hedtate  to  plaoe 
the  remaining  six  States  npon  the  same  ground 
that  the  eigbteen  SUtes  occnpy.  Bnt,  Hr. 
Oh^rman,  (continned  Mr.  B.,)  are  we  not 
bonnd  to  bwieve,  that,  according  to  this  plan, 
Justice    in  the   Inferior  courts,  if  not  more 

firomptJy,  is  at  least  more  ablv  and  aatiaflutorl- 
j  dimiensed  I  I  shall  not  insist  that  the  ability 
of  a  judge  is  always  in  an  exact  ratio  to  the 
salary  which  he  receives:  bnt  talents,  like 
commoditiea  carried  to  market,  have  thdr 
price ;  and  it  is  in  vain  that  we  may  expect  to 
secnre  an  eqnal  dearee  of  legal  aoqnirementa 
and  strength  of  inteUect,  for  tbe  snm  of  flftaen 
hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars,  which  is  llie 
salary  of  some  of  the  inferior  jndges,  aa  wo 
con  fbr  four  thousand  five  hnndrecE  dollars — 
the  salai?  of  a  Snpreme  Judge,  That  the 
Jndgss  of  the  Snpreme  Court,  by  performing 
circuit  dnties,  obt^n  a  more  accurate  and 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  municipal  laws  of 
each  State,  than  they  would  otherwlw  do^  Is 
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an  aifinment  entitled  to  verj  ooiisidei«ble 
ir^Kht;  bat  it  Las  been  bo  Mly  wged  by  gen- 
tlemen  vbo  have  preceded  toe,  that  I  shall  not 
dwell  apon  it.  Bnt,  bt,  if  the  six  Statea 
kUnded  to  bnd  no  other  or  stronger  ground  on 
whioh  to  urge  their  olsims  to  an  eqoal  partici- 
pation in  the  benefits  of  tliia  sfst«io  tbau  that 
the  other  States  ecyoj  iU  benefits,  I  should 
oonnder  the  reason  as  altogether  reidatleae.  I 
know  tt  OUT  be  replied  to  this,  that  jnstioa  is 
AS  promptly-,  and  m  some  cases,  peMuns,  m 
oomotlj'  ■dminlBtered  bj  a  Distriot  Gonit, 
with  Oironit  Court  powers,  oa  in  a  Oiraull 
Oocrt.  Ve  tnight,  in  like  manner,  tell  those 
States,  that  they  may  send  delegates  to  Coq- 
greog  who  maj  present  their  petitions  and  ex- 
plain their  grievances,  hot  that  thej  shall  be 
antatled  to  no  vote  in  this  Hoase ;  that  Oon- 

Eis  too  larae  and  nnwield;  a  body ;  and 
to  pemiit  their  representAUvea  to  appear 
is  floor  with  all  the  rights  and  piirileges 
of  a  representative  from  one  of  uie  older 
StAtea,  would  be  likelj  to  create  &ctJon.  We 
know  that  this  cannot  constitntlonallT  i>e  done ; 
but  who  is  ther^  in  the  least  acqnamted  with 
the  feelings  and  oliaracter  of  the  American 
people,  who  does  not  also  know,  that,  if  the 
oonstitnlion  even  permitted  snch  a  coarse,  and 
it  were  attempted,  nothing  short  of  the  power 
of  Heaven  oonid  preserve  this  Union  for  the 
space  of  one  year  I  8nch  a  doctrine  is  rapog- 
nant  to  the  genius  of  onr  constitation,  and  de- 
stmctive  of  the  best  establiabed  principles  of 
onr  liberty.  We  have,  indeed,  been  told  by 
tike  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Ur.  Fowbll,) 
that  the  people  of  the  West  will  receive  no 
practical  beneflts  from  this  measnre;  that  it 
may  be  a  matter  of  feeling  and  of  pride,  bnt 
nothing  more.  Tea,  sir;  and  permit  me  to  in- 
form that  gentleman,  that  it  is  a  high-minded, 
honorable  pride.  It  is  that  kind  of  pride 
whioh  ewells  with  patriotic  emotions  the  breast 
of  sn  American,  in  whatever  clime  he  ma;  be, 
when  be  exclaims  that  he  is  an  American  citi- 
cen.  They  are  feelings  which  onght  not,  c(m- 
not,  tie  disregarded  with  safety. 

It  is  the  conviction  only  wtuoh  each  State  of 
the  Union  feels,  that  it  is,  alike  with  everr  oQi- 
er,  the  ol»ect  of  the  paternal  rward  and  pro- 
tection of  this  Government,  that  can  give 
.  strength  and  daratiility  to  the  ligaments  which 
bind  ns  together ;  that  can  preserve  unim- 
paired that  Union,  which,  I  hope  and  trust  In 
Ck>d,  will  effect  for  ns  in  a  political,  what  fiuth 
does  in  a  reli^ODB  point  m  view — everlasting 
salvation. 

Bnt,  Mr.  Ohurman,  let  ns  consider  their 
olums  atill  farther.  Do  not  these  six  States 
Otoitribnta  their  dne  proportion  to  meet  the 
•zpenditnresof  the  Government!  andhavenot 
they,  and  all  the  Western  States,  most  valiantly 
and  magnanimonsly  defended  the  rights  of  onr 
common  conntryt  Behold  North  Carolina, 
with  boeineas  not  more  than  enfBcient  to  detain 
the  Olrcnit  Judge,  according  to  the  acknowledg- 
Bunta  of  the  gentleman  from  that  State,  Qu. 


Mixant,}  two  or  three  days  at  a  tens,  TtNJr- 
ing  the  aid  of  the  learning  and  talents  of  CW 
Jnstaoe  Manhall,  while,  in  some  d  Ibe  Suu^ 
a  District  Court  Jadge  presides  with  tbs  ftlnr 
salary  of  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  ddlm 
Ih  this  joBt^-is  it  fairl  Do  gentlemoi  biiici 
that  large  and  respectable  portiws  of  tbe  Uut 
ed  States  intend  to  snbmit  to  this  it*t«  iJ 
things,  and  to  have  the  system,  in  ita  pn«l 
eircumaoribed  condition,  fastened  npoa  t^ 
aa  a  oourse  of  settled  polwyt  If  so,  tbej  M<r 
nnder  emmeoos  impresrions ;  and  the  no* 
thOT  are  undeceived,  the  better. 

Sat,  Mr,  Churman,  said  Mr.  6.,  the  ptmi- 
sione  of  this  bill  are  not  exclusively  (or  the  bo- 
efit  of  the  people  of  those  States  wbo  m  iki 
moat  anxioni  for  its  suceess.  The  righti  di» 
oitiiens  of  every  State  in  the  UnioD  ue  tSMr 
ed  by  them-  Why  has  jnriBdiotioii  been  Re- 
ferred on  the  Federal  OonrtB,  in  li^  mW- 
veraies  between  citizens  of  diSbrent  Stual 
Beoanse  the  wise  men  who  fonned  our  «i^ 
tntion,  well  versed  in  the  volame  of  bmw 
nature,  anticipatod,  and  thus  intended  to  pari 

X'nst,  that  partislity  and  State  feding,  via 
oh  a  judge  of  a  State  court  might  Mis- 
times take  his  seat  on  the  bench.  I  salwt  i^ 
therefore,  to  the  gentiemen  who  an  jkmA  y> 
speak  of  this  as  a  Western  bOl,  to  d«tami^ 
whether  plaintiff  or  defendant  is  most  lileljl* 
be  iqiured  by  an  injudicious  organiiilion  dtto 
iufinior  tribunals  of  the  United  Sutas. 

But,  Mr.  ChMrman,  we  ate  told,  1U1"» 
complaints  have  been  heard  from  uj  wtf 
parts  of  the  United  Sttfee,  except  bat  fflft 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee^  I  havs  »}"■ 
heard  the  opnion  of  toroe  of  the  g«fl™|? 
ftom  other  Western  SUtes,  in  fav«  of  "f 
bill ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  thst  they  ^^  <^ 
monsly,  join  those  three  States  in  demsndu* 
as  a  matter  of  right,  that  their  StatM,  «¥»■ 
lively,  shall  be  embraced  within  lb*  f^ 
ment  of  the  Circuit  Court  system:  »  0=^ 
not  made  in  a  auperciliona  and  airogut  ^ 
but  with  sn  unhemtating  confideuee  in  tM  v 
teUigenoe  and  sense  of  jnstioe  of  Uiii  hounW 
oomimttoe,  _.  ^ 

I  oome  now,  sir,  to  q>eak  a  few  *'*'"  . 
the  olums  of  Tennessee,  Ohio,  and  £°E?"% 
but,  more  particnlarly,  of  the  iitUa.  ««»° 
on  the  docket  of  the  Federal  Court  in  A* 
tucky,  nine  hundred  and  fifty  suits,  mwj  » 
them  of  the  most  complicated  cb"*'?^/!' 
quiring  attention  and  patient  in^'f?^ 
Those  acquainted  with  the  natora  of  uBg»" 
in  that  court,  are  aware  that  there  i»  npiw 
sonable  hope  of  any  oonaderable  dimUwUM" 
it  for  many  years.  On  this  point,  tns  f™"" 
of  the  gentleman  from  Blinoia,  (M'-^^iZ 
to  the  Northwestern  States,  were  »^^'P^" 
ble  to  Kentucky.  The  titles  to  lai'^ 
tiirongh  the  Uigest  and  most  fertile  P*"?!,  ^ 
State,  indeed,  in  all  that  part  of '' "^"Ctd 
location  under  Treasury  warrant  «*V°5,Tr 
by  the  State  of  Vu^ia,  wets  denvedif™ 
thatStat«;  and,  of  oonme,  in ev«7 """""^ 
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n  rwpeetiiig  tboM  tiUw 
met  with  a  Ma  derived  fh>m  the  Btate  of  Eeo- 
taal7,  the  Jnriadiotlon  4rf  the  Federal  Oonrt 
atUdwo.  The  Utles  to  real  estate  ia  Ohio  and 
TeDAeaaee,  eouatitiite  a  eonrce  of  Htig^on  hot 
little,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  thoae  of  Kentaokv. 
Be  would  not  detain  the  oommittee  bj  speak- 
ing tither  of  the  Oooapjiug  Olainiut  Laws  of 
Keatnd^,  or  the  i^pt^teniioD  which  Virmnia 
wpearad  to  feel,  that  this  bill  was  dedgoed  bj 
Xeotookr,  aa  a  prelnde  to  a  revenal  of  the  da- 
oUoa  of  ibe  Snitreme  Oonrt  in  the  ease  of 
Clieen  and  Biddle,  iq>on  the  oonstitolioiulitr  of 
tbeM  laws.  The  gentlemen  I^kd  that  State 
need  not  fear  any  eatii  reenlt.  The  Talidit^  i^ 
thoM  laws  had.  to  he  anre,  been  tested  In  tiie 
omoible  of  judicial  inveBtigation,  in  both  the 
iniiBrfor  and  fnperior  courts  of  that  State,  and 
had  been  nniformlj  aapported,  both  by  Ibe 
lodges  ot  that  8tat«v  and  bj  a  ver;  large  mt^or- 
llT  of  its  ablert  lawyers ;  and,  when  decided 
upon  in  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  of  the  United 
Statea,  of  Qm  toax  jndgea  on  the  ben<di,  one 
was  in  fkvoi  of  them.  Bnt  the  opinion  of  the 
tluee  determined  the  principle,  and  Eentaokj 
waa  thns  bonnd  to  abandon  a  policy  which  she 
regarded  aa  eaaential  to  the  improTement  of  the 
State,  and  the  seooritr  and  repose  of  her  eiti- 
aans.  Jndge  Maiihall,  as  we  were  infonned 
b7  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  throogh  mo- 
tives of  delicacy,  omitted  to  take  his  seat  on 
t]>e  bench,  when  tliat  case  was  decided;  but 
▼et,  the  same  gentleman  tells  as,  that  his  opin- 
ion coincided  with  a  majority  of  the  oonrL 
The  whole  difflcolty  tn  relation  to  that  snl^ect, 
bad,  to  be  snre^  originated  in  the  Lwislatnre  of 
Virginia.  That  State,  through  her  Legialatnre, 
had  iHoed  warraute  for  the  looation  trf  at  least 
three  timea  the  nnmber  of  acres  which  were 
oontuned  in  the  territorial  limits  of  Eentnoky ; 
and  had  made  it  neeeaaaiy,  by  the  law  on  that 
■abjeot,  to  make  the  entir  so  special,  that  snb- 
ae^inent  locators  might  be  enabled  to  locate 
with  certainty  the  a^jaeent  rendamn ;  a  degree 
of  precision,  which,  in  many  oasea,  was  abso- 
Intaly  impracticable.  But  this  wss  irrelevant 
in  the  discussion  of  iJie  principles  of  the  pres- 
ent bilL  It  ia  snfflcleni  for  my  porpose  to 
ehow,  that,  Booh  is  the  nomber  of  soi^  how- 
ever they  may  hsve  originated,  now  pending  in 
Uie  Federal  Ooort  of  Kentucky,  and  snch  the 
difficulty  of  their  detennination,  that  there  ex- 
ists an  sbaolate  necessity  of  eome  redress.  It 
had,  indeed,  been  admitted,  that  the  sitnation 
of  biuiness  in  the  Federal  Conrt  of  that  State, 
imperioosly  demanded  legislative  itUertbr«oce. 
Bnt  a  remedy, had  been  proposed  by  the  goitle- 
man  who  made  the  actmowledgment,  (Mi. 
Powell.)  He  was  willing  that  a  Judge  should 
be  sppointed,  with  a  competent  salary,  equal 
even  to  that  of  a  Jndge  of  the  Supreme  Ooort, 
but  that  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  take  a  seat 
on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I  cannot 
believe  that  there  was  an  intention  to  cast  any 
reflection  upon  the  West,  becanse  the  gentle- 
man remarked,  that  he  had  no  doubt,  men  of 


iharae  of  bo  important  and  arduous  a  duty, 
might  be  fooud  in  the  Statea  of  Ohio,  Ken< 
tucky,  and  Teuneesee.  Bu^  ur,  a  moment's 
reflection  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
committee,  that  a  proposition  to  send  us  a  mere 
land  oonmiiBeioner,  would  be  reacted  nnhed- 
tatingly  and  indignantly.  The  people  of  the 
West  will  not  rest  satisfied  with  one  siiwle 
mark  of  reject  lesa  than  tiiat  wUch  is  b^ 
stowed  on  any  other  portion  of  the  United 
States, 

But,  Ur.  Ch^nnan,  It  has  been  oUected,  s^ 
Ur.  B.,  that,  should  the  bill  pass,  the  nnmber 
of  the  judges,  for  the  diadiarae  of  ordinal^ 
business,  would  be  inconvenienuy  large.  Sndu 
if  I  recollect  aright,  was  the  opinion  advanoed 
by  the  gentieman  from  MassachnsettB,  in  whose 

Cdgment,  and  particularly,  in  any  matter  re- 
ting  to  the  Judiciary,  I  have  very  great  confi- 
dence indeed — bnt,  on  this  point,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  differ  from  him.  I  re^et  that  be  did 
not  assign  the  reasons  on  which  be  founded 
that  opinion.  Ko  oomplunt  has  been  made^ 
that  the  present  nnmber  of  jndgea  is  inconve- 
niently large.  If  ten  would  be  too  many,  on 
what  point  shall  we  determine  to  settle,  ss  the 
precise  mflTimnm  t  The  proposed  inorease  m^ 
not,  indeed.  It  ia  very  certun  that  it  will  notL 
be  calculated  to  expedite  the  determination  of 
business  in  the  Supreme  Oonrt — but  expedition 
is  at  best  a  matter  of  secondary  consequence-— 
correctness  is  always  of  primary  importance. 
The  Buppoution,  that,  by  the  introduction  of 
three  additional  Judges,  a  faction  may  be  cre- 
ated on  the  benoh,lB  utterly  visionary — it  !■ 
any  thing  short  of  ridtculom.  The  history  of 
the  world  presents  no  example  of  such  a  re- 
snlL  If^  indeed,  they  were  an  assembly  of 
legidatora,  chosen  for  short  periods,  and  of  a 
number  as  grMt  as  that  of  which  Gongresa  !■ 
composed,  anxiously  anticipating  the  result  of 
an  approaching  election,  willmg  to  flatter  pop- 
ular pr^udices  to  procure  a  short-lived  popu- 
larity, faction  muht  rear  its  head  among  tnem ; 
but  a  Judge,  who  receives  a  salary  of  four 
thousand  five  hundred  doUara  per  annnm — not 
more  secure  in  the  tenure  of  his  office,  which 
he  is  to  hold  during  good  behavior,  than  in  the 
amount  of  his  salary,  oannot  be  su^>ect«d  of  s 
disposition  to  faction :  he  is  above  the  atmos- 
phere of  popular  pr^udioe,  or  popular  excite- 
ment ; —  Vox  PopuU  etfsB  I'm  is  not  the  motto  of 
his  creed — he  is  satisfied  with  the  existing  state 
of  things :  for  he  oonld  scarcely  calculate  on  ft 
change  which  would  better  his  condition. 

But,  Ur.  Ohairman,  comparisons  hsve  been 
institoted  between  our  Judiciary  system  and 
that  of  Ilngland;  and  it  was  Insisted  that  a 
smaller  number  of  Judges  had  there  been  found 
sufficient  to  determine  all  the  legal  controver- 
ries  of  that  unequalled  people.  Ur.  B.  aaid  he 
was  willing  to  leave  genUemen  to  aojoj  thetr 
opinions,  and  to  prononnce  their  enloginmi 
npoD  the  Judiciary,  and  if  they  please,  the 
Qovemmen^  of  England ;  for  his  part,  he  oon- 
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mtang  fit  models  for  th«  Uoited  StMea.  Yet 
v«n  ttiere,  on  wpeal,  in  the  last  remit,  (al- 
thongli  he  wiahed  to  be  nndentood  aa  protoat- 
Ing  BguDst  the  oomptuison,)  csnsea  are  oecided 
by  the  Hoose  of  Lords,  tuded  b^  their  twelve 
^dces.  We  have  tlao  been  told,  that  in  all 
En^uid,  there  I«  but  one  Lord  High  Ohancd- 
lor.  But  if  the  gentleman  will  taia  his  atten- 
tion to  the  Judicial  history  of  England,  he  will 
find  that  nich  have  baen  the  veutiotia  dda<rH 
lu  Cbanoenr,  nndar  the  En^isb  sfstem,  that 
they  have  amoonted  to  a  dcmlal  of  Jnstioe.  It 
has  very  often  bqipened  that  one  generation 
vitneaaet  the  eommenoemuit  of  a  osnae,  and 
another,  its  end.  Bnt,  rir,  it  appean  that  we 
are  not  onlf  to  regard  the  Engliah  Judiciary 
BTstem  as  worthy  of  imitation,  but  that  we  are 
■Jso  to  admire  even  its  anomaJlee.  Our  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  Wales,  by  the  goktle- 
man  from  Virpnia,  (Mr.  Powkll,)  who  informs 
-  na  that  the  oourt«  in  Wales  are  aa  distiuot  from 
those  of  England,  as  from  tbe  oooits  of  the 
United  Btat«s.  This  is,  I  belieTe,  an  error. 
An  fmpeol  lies  to  the  courts  of  England.  Bnt 
«  di^t  attention  to  the  history  of  uat  oonntry 
wm  show  na,  that  this  anomaly  as  to  the  conrts 
of  Wales,  was  not  the  resnit  of  the  choice  of 
the  English  Parliament,  bnt  rather  of  neceisi- 
tr.  Wuea  remained,  for  several  ceDtnriee  after 
toe  Saxon  Invasioo,  nnconqneied,  and  inde- 
pendent of  England.  The  son  of  Edward  the 
Elrst,  became  the  first  titular  Prince  of  Wales. 
A  statute  in  the  reign  of  Benry  the  Eighth, 
placed  them  on  the  footing  of  English  snlijeats, 
U  most  respects,  except  that  they  were  permit- 
ted, as  a  matter  of /owr,  as  ve  are  told  by  the 
JEnglish  writert^  to  retain  their  conrts  inde- 
pendent of  process  from  Westminster  EalL 
And  six  Btates  of  the  Union  are  now  to  be  per- 
mitted, I  SQppose,  as  a  matter  of  sheer  Jittscr, 
to  retain  District  Conrts  with  CircQit  Ooort 

Eera,  in  which  a  jndge,  with  a  aalary  of 
>  or  (1,000,  presides,  while  the  rem^mng 
BB  are  to  have  Circnit  Ooorts  with  a  Jndge 
of  the  Supreme  Oonrt 

It  has  also  been  urged,  that  an  bicrease  of 
the  nnmber  of  the  jnd^  would  be  calculated 
to  weaken  the  responsibility  of  each,  and  ren- 
der the  Executive  careless  in  his  selection  of 
Ihem,  The  argoment  is  utterly  nntenable. 
Will  not  the  judges  be  compelled  to  give  their 
c^inions  in  writing  as  at  present,  snbject  to  the 
inspection  of  the  world :  and  can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  a  Jud^  occupying  so  exalted  and 
ooDspicnons  a  station,  will  be  willing  to  hazard 
his  reputation  for  legal  learning,  under  the  hope 
that  his  brother  judges  will  share  with  him  in 
the  disgrace}  As  Uttle  is  it  to  be  expected, 
that  the  Execntive  will  select  carelessly,  or  if 
even  he  did,  that  the  Senate  would  confirm  the 
nomination,  beoanse  tiiere  would  be  ten  instead 
of  seven  judges. 

But,  ]£■.  Chairman,  «ontinned  Mr.  B.,  it  is 
principally  with  an  eye  to  decisions  on  consH- 
tntjonal  questions,  that  I  believe  on  increase  in 


thennmberitf  the  jodgea  is  most  4«  be  dnind; 
and  in  this  point  ol  iriew,  there  ii  not  Oi 
•lighteet  analog  between  our  Ooveimnud  ad 
that  of  Xbgland,  or  any  of  which  I  hm  uj 
knowledge.  The  En^iah  Government  it  on- 
posed  of  two  branches  only — the  Le^dilii^ 
composed  of  the  King,  the  Lords,  and  On- 
mons;  and  the  Executave,  of  the  King  oslf, 
who,  throagh  his  Judges,  administets  Ja^ 
and  by  the  proper  offiMn,  ezecntes  tbeiijiir 
menta  TheParliamaLtis,ofooiirM^sBpraa 
The  En^sh  oonrts  have  no  grMt  oraistinrtkBil 
qneationa  to  settle ;  no  power  of  the  Gona- 
mrait  to  extend  by  oonetnetion;  no  wOl  tf 


soverMgn  Btates  to  control  TheyhaTemtt- 
ing  to  do  but  to  administer  justice  aocoriiwlo 
the  principles  of  mmm  et  (sum.  Bit,  K. 
Ohairman,  we  have^  in  my  oinnion,  anfm  A 
a  point,  at  which  we  are  bound  sitber  to  a- 
tend  the  present  system,  or  to  adopt  Dm  pbi 
of  1601.  Shall  we  hesitate  which  to  do;  wbd 
not  only  reiason,  bnt  experience,  the  iiftft  rf 
all  guides,  points  out  the  path  so  plsisljl  ii* 
there  not  alanning  evils  to  be  ^prehtoW  ^ 
confining  the  jndges  to  the  bench  of  tlM  Bi- 
preme  Court  onljt  Let  it  not  b«  fotgott* 
that  there  is  an  extent  of  jnriBdiction  wniiw 
to  them,  unequalled  by  that  of  anj  other  onrt 
in  the  world.  From  Uie  nature  of  our  Goto* 
ment,  it  is  necessary  that  it  riiosld  be  ^ 
There  must  be  some  tribunal,  npon  "ho*  *" 
dsione  those  matters  must  depend,  and  thn 
can  be  none  more  safely  relied  on  this  ^  Bo- 
preme  Conrt,  as  It  is  at  pweent  wmrttiiw. 
composed  of  venerable  and  leaned  men,  k- 
lected  from  the  whole  nation  for  their  t>la« 
and  integritv.  I  feel  no  alarm  at  the  mwtm* 
ments  of  the  Federal  Qovemmeut,  jet  it  > 
proper  and  safe  to  guard  against  than  not- 
tionaly  as  possible.  A  blind  oonfidenoe  IfO- 
wise.  The  gentleman  from  Vi^i""*  C"' 
Powxll)  told  us  that  he  thought  be  *wM  « 
the  point  beyond  which  all  was  disgw.  t 
too,  believe,-  Mr.  Ohiurman,  that  I  c*n  ««  ™; 
point;  but  in  a  very  difierent  direction  &» 
that  alluded  to  by  tJiat  gentleman.  1  wM 
evil  from  the  Judges  mixing  with  the  [«?* 
I  Qsar  much  more  from  conflning  t^if  ^"J 
performance  of  dntiee  within  the  Di^^j 
Oolnmbia.  If  the  system  of  IBOI  be  sdi^ 
and  persevered  in  for  half  a  century,  the  ;^ 
oiples  of  this  Government,  at  the  «» JbJ^ 
lime,  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  very  lit*  i»P 
like  that  which  prevailed  in  1798,  ft»  ™ 
present  Government  of  England  ii  1^  "? 
which  existed  in  the  reigo  of  William  tte^ 
qneror.  In  the  decision  of  all  oonstiWW» 
qnestions,  I  wish  to  see  at  least  to" /Vfir 
the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  and  tae^ 
currence  of  seven  required  to  declare  *»»; 
Uw  invalid,  or  to  determine  upon  the  wp" 
powers  of  this  QoTemment.  ^ 

Mr.  Limroeroir  said  he  did  not  too*  "T 
he  should  have  tronbled  the  cwmo'**,,!. 
any  remarks  on  a  snbject  already  "  *r  a- 
cussed.  If  frequent  alWon  had  not,  a  '^ 
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oaana  of  debMe,  have  been  made  to  the  SUte 
be  represented,  and  if  hie  mpport  of  the  bill 
were  not  fonuded  on  lomewhat  different  reasooa 
tram  anj  be  had  beard  expreased.  I  do  not, 
■aid  Mr.  L.,  oonoeive  mjeeit  botind  by  Oon- 
grearaonal  usage — I  do  not  say  Farliamentarj 
(for  of  that  I  know  verj  little) — to  advocate 
this  meagnre  beoanse  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
mamber  of  t^e  eommittee  which  reported  It. 
I  am  not  tlie  ooonael  for  tlie  bill,  but  one  ol 
tbe  Jodges  who  are  to  determine  on  Ita  merits 
or  faalt»— on  tlie  adTantagea  or  avila  attendiiig 
ita  adoption.  In  order  to  perform  the  taak  with 
Ittoprietj',  we  mart  inqaire — 

^nt.  What  are  the  evils  of  the  present 
state  of  thinga  whioh  it  la  intended  to  re- 
more} 

Beeondlj'.  Does  thb  biU  q;>p1j  a  complete 
Tttned^  to  the  eril,  or,  if  not  complete,  is  it 
the  bwt  that  oiroomBtanoes  permit  ns  to  apply  t 

To  determine  what  are  the  defects  in  the 
preMot  state  of  the  Jadioiaiy  e^otem,  it  will  be 
neoessary  to  inqaire  wbetlier,  in  every  part  of 
the  Union,  the  objeots  for  which  it  was  in- 
stituted are  carried  into  effect.  Theee  oljeots 
were: 

1.  To  seonre  the  ezeoation  of  tke  laws  and 
taatiee  of  the  United  States.  The  ConTention 
wudy  tiiooght  that,  if  the  tribanals  of  the 
diflbrent  Btatee  were  alone  relied  on  for  this 
end,  not  only  woold  the  prorisiMis  of  these 
laws  Bad  treaties,  under  varioaa  pretenoea,  be 
STaded,  and  remain  anexeoated,  in  many  in- 
stances, bat  that,  when  effect  was  ^ven  tQ 
tbem,  there  would  be  as  many  different  oon- 
■tmotions  as  there  were  States  in  the  Union; 
tbe  law  would  renuun  a  dead  letter,  and  the 
country  be  inrolved  In  disputes  with  foreign 
luttiona,  for  mlsooiutnuitjon  or  tbe  non-exeon- 
tioQ  of  treaties. 

i.  To  give  to  Ambaasadora  and  other  foreign 
Unieters  that  prompt  relief  for  any  infraction 
of  their  privilegea,  which  is  required  to  seoore 
tbe  &ee  vnterooorse  between  nations. 

8.  To  give  uniformity  to  tbe  decision  of  all 
questiona  of  international  law,  and  to  punish 
offences  agunst  it 

4.  To  provide  a  proper  tribanal  f<>r  the  de- 
cdsion  of  all  qoeatione  arising  under  tbe  admi- 
ralty jDrisdicUoo. 

B.  To  guard  tbe  rights  of  the  Uidted  States 
•gainat  State  prejndioea,  in  tbe  deciidon  of 
eases  in  whioh  those  rights  come  in  oonflict 
-with  the  interests  of  a  State,  or  of  ita  dti- 

6.  To  secure  aliens,  and  oitiiena  of  other 
States,  against  tbe  operation  of  w^ost  iawa,  or 
illegal  oonstniotiona  of  them.  This  importaat 
Objeot  mart  have  been  impressed  on  the  minds 
of  the  Oonventicoj  by  the  Jnst  complaints  of 
Great  Britain,  for  iniastioe  to  her  auDJects,  by 
oonflsMtion  and  tenaer  laws,  and  other  bnped- 
imente  to  the  exeontioa  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
ss  well  as  by  the  operation  of  some  of  those 
laws  CHI  the  eitiaens  of  other  States. 

7.  The  remaining  ol^jects  to  be  effected  by 


the  ertabliahment  of  a  Federal  Jadioiary,  which 
occur  to  me,  were  the  punishmeiA  of  all  offences 
ag^nrt  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
collection  of  its  revenue. 

This  enumeratioD  may  appear  inapplicable  to 
the  sulyeot,  or  useless,  to  uiose  who  most  have 
a  perfect  recoUeotion  of  tbe  objects  for  which 
the  Federal  Judiciary  was  esteblished,  and  the 
reasons  on  which  it  was  foonded ;  but  it  was 
necessary  te  detail  to  the  committee  all  these 
objects ;  to  desire  the  members  te  supply,  by 
their  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  Babject, 
any  omiaaion  I  may  have  made;  and  then  to 
ask  tbem,  whether,  of  ail  theee  funotioos  of 
the  Federal  Judiciary,  there  is  one  that  has  for 
its  object  any  advantage  to  the  State  in  whioh 
it  is  to  be  exercised!  Whether,  on  the  contra- 
ry, tbey  are  not  all  either  of  a  general  nature, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Union  coUectJvelv,  or  re- 
strictions of  State  righla,  and  intended  to  pro- 
tect the  Qeneral  Qovemment  against  State  en- 
oroaohments ;  to  pve  execution  to  its  laws  and 
treaties;  to  force  tbe  State  and  its  citizens  to 
do  Jnatioe  to  the  alien  and  tlie  inbabitants  of 
other  States ;  azkd  to  make  the  local  laws  bend 
to  the  dictates  of  jnsldoe,  whenever  they  con- 
travened the  righta  of  snch  parties!  Should 
this  be  tbe  reault  of  the  investigation — aboold 
it  be  fonnd  that  all  the  advantages  proposed  by 
this  branch  of  oor  Government,  aad  conse- 
quently all  those  to  be  enected  from  ita  exten- 
sion, are  on  the  side  of  the  Stetee  collectively, 
and  their  citizens ;  that  no  one  exclusive  bene- 
fit b  to  be  derived  to  the  State  within  which  it 
is  esteblished — what  most  l>e  the  conclusion ! 
That  tbe  Stetes  who  ask  for  the  eitcuaioa  of 
the  system,  can  have  no  improper  or  selfish 
views  in  making  tbe  demand ;  that,  if  any  oth- 
er be  imputed  to  them,  or  charged  as  reanlting 
from  the  measoDs  they  advocate,  it  shonld  be 
clearly  proved.  In  order  to  carry  these  great 
objects  of  tbe  Federal  Judiciary  into  effect,  the 
First  Congress,  in  vrhioh  were  many  of  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  passed  the  act  of 
ITBB,  by  which  the  circuit  system  was  adopt- 
ed, nearly  in  the  form  la  which  it  now  exists, 
but  on  Uie  principle  of  complete  extension  to 
every  State  in  the  Union.  Uaine  and  Ken- 
tucky have  been  mentioned  as  exceptjone;  bat 
they  form  none.    They  were  then,  reroective- 

S',  portions  of  Uaseachusetts  and  of  Virginia, 
esiroos  of  l>eing  considered  separate  Govern- 
ments, bat  not  acknowledged  as  soch  by  the 
States,  of  which  tbey  originally  formed  parte. 
Hence,  CHrouit  Courts  coud  not  be  established 
in  them,  without.  In  some  sort,  acknowledging 
them  to  be  Statea,  which  would  have  ii^ared 
the  interests  and  pride,  perhaps  the  rights  of 
Vir^pnia  and  Ifasaachnsetts.  Nor  conld  they 
be  subjected  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  oironlU 
in  those  States,  withoat  deciding  tbe  questiona 
pending  between  them  and  their  parent  Statea. 
A  middle  conrse  was  parsued.  They  were 
erected  into  separate  mstricts,  and  District 
Conrta,  with  circuit  powers,  were  given  them. 
The  same  conrse  waa  porsned  with  respect  to 
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the  Territorlea ;  and  when,  in  prooen  of  time, 
thex  oame  to  be  States,  the  Bjstem  was  not 
ohaDged  with  reepeet  to  anj  of  them,  ezcept 
Tennccseej  Eentnckj,  and  Ohio,  for  whom  a 
new  circnit  was  made,  and  an  additional  Jadge 
of  the  Bnpreme  Oonrt  ^ipointod.  The  other 
■iz  Westtirn  States,  as  tbej  sacceedTely  as- 
•tuned  their  places  in  the  Union,  did  not,  in  the 
infonof  of  their  political  existence,  press  to  be 
placed  on  a  footing,  in  this  respect,  with  the 
Other  States.  The  first  moments  of  a  State  are 
gmerallj  devoted  to  the  interesting  task  of  in- 
ternal o  Indenization.  The  energies  and  talents 
.  of  the  new  State  are  directed  to  matters  of  im- 
mediate interest,  and  it  ia,  therefore,  not  ast<»i- 
isbing  that  this  anomaly  should  not  earlier 
have  attracted  attention.  Nor  can  the  neglect 
be  considered  as  a  reproach,  far  leas  orged  as 
an  abandonment  of  the  right.  The  ttme^^how- 
«rer,  has  at  length  arrived,  when  the  dz  8tat«a, 
in  which  District  Ooorts  onlj  are  now  estab- 
lished, demand  that  the7  dtonld  be  placed  on 
an  eqoali^  witii  the  otlier  members  of  the 
Union,  and  Oio  three  other  Western  States  de- 
rira  snoh  a  modification  of  the  ayatem  as  will 
enable  the  Jadges  of  the  Circnit  Court  to  de- 
spatch the  aocnmolation  of  basinen  whleb  ob- 
stniots  the  administration  of  Jostice.  Why  do 
the  six  new  States  reqnire  ttils?  In  the  an- 
swer to  this  qneetion  will  be  fonnd  the  state- 
ment of  the  first  point  of  omr  inqniry — the 
evils  to  be  remedied  by  this  bilL  Vhr  do  we 
desire  to  l>a  placed  on  a  footdng  with  ^e  other 
States  1  We  denre  it,  rir,  Mosase  we  are 
States !  entitled  to  eqnality !  the  most  perfect 
equality  with  the  oldest,  tbe  most  populons, 
the  meet  influential,  the  best  represented  State 
among  the  first  thirteeQ  of  the  UiiioD !  Bights, 
privileges,  honors,  horthens,  duties,  every  thing, 
by  the  Htractnre  of  our  Government,  mnst  te 
participated  h^  every  meml>er  of  it,  on  the 
broadest  principle  of  equality,  I  would  not, 
coming  as  I  do  from  one  of  the  smallest  States, 
in  point  of  population — I  coold  not,  without 
betrayii^  its  honor  and  dignity — receive,  in  its 
behalf,  even  an  exemption  from  any  duty,  how- 


I  shonld  be  disavowed  by  those  who  aent  me, 
and  JnsUy  disaTowed,  They  ask  no  exemp- 
tioos;  hnt  they  demand  I  yes,  sir,  that  is  the 
word— they  demand  an  eqnality  of  rights.  In- 
attentive to  this  rigbt  when  it  was  not  dis- 
pated,  they  are  feelingly  alive  to  it  when  their 
elahn  is  contested;  and,  in  their  behalf,  I  say 
with  Hotspur,  for  a  disputed  right  "/utlj  (da 
««  mark  am)  eafU  on  Ae  nmth  part  ^  a 

Bnt,  again,  why  do  we  dedre  the  establish- 
ment of  a  circnit,  Instead  of  a  District  Oonrt  f 
What  advantage  is  to  be  derived  fhim  it  t  I 
answer,  the  first  effect  will  be  nnilbrmity.  Bnt 
what  ore  the  advantages,  says  the  ^ntleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr,  Po»«iJ,)  of  nniformity  I 
We  desire  It,  simply  becaose  it  is  nniformity. 
If  the  drcnit  system  be  an  advantage  to  the 


States  in  which  it  is  establiafaed,  it  oa^  » 
be  extended  to  na :  for  we  are  entitled  to  emj 
political  advantage  resulting  from  the  Uaia 
which  the;r  c^joy.  If  it  be,  od  the  wfiArwj, 
a  burthen,  it  is  one  of  which  we  oo^t  to  i^ 
port  oor  share.  If  the  system  be  gwid,  extoi 
it ;  if  it  be  bad,  abolish  it ;  and  gire  ns  caa 
that  shall  tie  equal  in  it«  opeiftiaa.  We  c» 
not  extricate  ourselves  frttm  this  dilotai^ 
wtiile  we  acknowledge  what  nobody  has  jri 
ventat«d  to  deny,  in  words — the  perfcct  eqari- 
ity  of  political  ridita,  in  the  MTeral  StsM 
Uniformity,  says  tbe  same  honorable  ">■«*», 
can  only,  on  thisant^eot,  bedeaired  aaamMc 
of  State  pride  and  State  fisding.  TeB,Bir,ilii 
a  onestion  of  pride  and  feeUn^— <^  ImbmI 
priae,  and  dignified  feeling — a  pride  that  a- 
nobles ;  a  feeling  that  will  not  pennit  aa  to 
snfiTer  wrong ;  and  which,  when  we  disrcgsi^ 
we  lose  the  best  oharacteristiaa  of  freeawt. 
If  this  bill  had  no  one  ot^ect  of  profit,  eoa- 
vanience,  or  ntili^,  in  the  ordinary  aooepta- 
lion  of  uioee  terms — if  its  only  end  wck  n 
place  ns  on  an  equality  with  the  other  SttfK 
in  a  oircnmstance  the  most  inmgnifieaDt;  if 
the  right  to  it  were  denied,  I  should  oooMd 
for  that  right  with  the  same  pertioaeity.  S^ 
the  privile^  of  being  covered  doriDg  the  da- 
batee  of  this  Uonse,  is  one  which,  of  all  otlin 
I  hold  to  be  the  moat  worthless ;  it  ia  out  «f 
which  I  do  not  frequently  avail  myaeiU^  nd 
which,  if  it  were  not  saootioned  by  aodi  Ugh 
anthority,  I  shonld  think  aomewEat  indeed 
rons ;  yet,  sir,  make  a  discriminatifm  in  tUa 
paltry  [HiTilege— declare  that  b<m)«  bat  ^ 
representatives  frmn  the  Atlantic  States  shal 


will  not  ask  how  loag  we  shall  stay  bete — haw 
many  hats  will  be  seen  in  this  hall — bat  hew 
many  heads  will  be  firand  to  wear  thoa  t  So, 
sir,  pride,  fonnded  en  a  seaee  of  dignity ;  M- 
ing,  ori^nating  in  a  sense  of  wrong,  M^rt  t» 
be  cherished  In  Governments,  as  in  IniliiijiliMli 
lose  them,  and  patriotism  is  at  an  end,  and  the 
motive  to  Morions  actions  is  destroyed :  fiv  tte 
pore  virtue  that  does  not  need  thrar  aid,  haa 
either  never  ^tpeared  upon  earth,  or  i*  loot  m 
the  degenencj  of  modem  times.  Direct  tham 
to  proper  ot^ts,  bnt  do  not  reduce  or  ea- 
deavor  to  annihilate  them.  Bnt  is  this  a  mat- 
ter of  mere  pride  1  Important  as  ita  gratifica- 
tion is,  when  prt^riy  directed — is  that  A* 
ol^eott  There  are  real  diaadvantagee  ailiiad 
ing  the  present  state  of  things,  indepuidentef 
the  iigury  to  pride  of  opinion,  or  to  woondcd 
feelinga  of  dignity.  There  ia  risk  of  fortona, 
of  lifS,  of  reputation,  to  the  iohabitanta  of  bs 
of  the  Western  Stata^  which  is  not  inrantd 
by  those  of  the  others.  We  have  seen  to  wh« 
oljeots  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Jndiaaiy 
extend ;  that  all  suits  in  which  an  alien  or  a 
ciiiien  of  other  States  is  plainta^  comes  wiAk 
its  scope,  and  that  aoonsalioua  for  niasa 
against  the  United  States,  are  to  be  decided 
^ere.    Under  these  two  beadi^  amy  jadioal 
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qnestioa  that  ean  afbct  pnypwtj,  lift^  liberty, 
or  ropntMion,  nuf  be  cmDpreheiided. 

How,  I  ask  gentlemen,  said  Hr.  L,  vho  op- 
pose this  bill,  to  give  a  deliberate  answer.  If 
they  deign  to  give  snj,  I  am  enre  It  will  be  a 
D&ndid  one,  to  this  qaeBtion:  wbetber  a  d»- 
CendADt,  WBO  baa  these  all-importuit  oonoeras 
depending  on  the  deoiaion  of  a  single  District 
Tndg«-^ot  alwaj^  a  man  of  high  l^al  talents, 
[fbr  yoDT  paltry  aalaiies  will  not  oommand 
them,)  wilhont  the  fear  of  any  revision  of  his 
lentenoe,  and  remote  Avim  any  anperiDtending 
ooatiiA — wbetber  a  defendant  so  ciroometance^ 
BUI  be  1^  to  ei^OT  eqnal  right*  with  him 
irfao  oaiuiot  saffer  etUMr  pnniahment  or  loss  of 
proper^,  imleas  the  deciMon  of  his  Diatriot 
Tm^  is  ooDcnred  in  by  a  man,  selected  from 
RQon^  the  highest  talents,  and  diatingaiahed 
tar  hu  int^rity  and  leftming,  and  who,  io 
arerj  case  of  a  doubtful  nature,  even  when 
fltey  eoncnr,  may,  by  a  pro  forma  diBsent,  have 
Hie  benefit  of  a  recnrrenoe  to  the  assembled 
wisdom  and  Jnatiee  of  the  Supreme  OoDrtt 
Are  these  two  parties  on  the  same  footing? 
Dan  it  be  said,  with  the  semblauoe  of  reason, 
iiat  they  eqjoy  the  same  rights)  And  can  it 
[>e  wid  that  a  Btate,  all  of  whose  dluens  are 
mtfjected  to  these  disadvsotagea,  is  placed  on 
tn  eqwd  footing  with  other  Btatea,  whose  in- 
labitants  enjoy  the  privUegea  I  have  ennmer- 
dedt  If  it  oaniKit,  tiie  qaMtion  is  at  an  end : 
br  the  terms  of  our  admis^n  are  express. 


[Jnion  on  an  eqval  footitijf  with  the  original 
Jtatea,  in  all  reipKti  whatt^er."  Now,  rir, 
bow  is  this  Btipnlation  Ailfilled,  if  the  property, 
ivet  and  liberty  of  ow  citizens,  are  sobjeot 
U)  the  will  of  a  atngle  man,  while  yonrs  can 
mffer  in  neither,  withont  the  revifion  of  a  wise 
tnd' enlightened  tribonalt  Bnt  we  have  an 
u>peal  ttoia  the  decision  of  the  District  Judge, 
iherefbre  we  have  no  right  to  complain  I 
Error,  sir !  palpable  error  in  fkct,  as  well  as 
Tallaoy  in  argument  1  This  right  of  appeal  is 
limited  In  oases  of  property,  to  those  above 
two  thoosand  dollars  in  valoe.  But  in  many 
instancea,  the  whole  fortune  of  an  individnu 
loes  not  exoeed  that  smn.'  In  ariminal  cases 
ibere  is  no  appeal.  It  is  not  only  proper^ 
:hat  is  oonoemed,  but  liberty  and  life.  BoUi 
nay  depend  on  the  oonstruotion  of  law.  No 
innocence  can  protect  a  man  from  aconsaldon. 
All  are  liable  to  be  dragged  before  a  court, 
Ify  life  may  depend  on  a  correct  or  &lBe  inter- 
pretaUon  of  a  etatote  of  the  United  States.  It 
IS  sabmltted  to  a  IKstriot  Jndge.  He  deoidea 
inoorrecUy  agidnst  me,  and  my  Ufe  is  lost. 
Fhers  is  no  appesl  from  his  deotston,  althonrii 
le  may  be  the  man  the  least  qnalifled,  in  the 
listrio^  to  pronounce.  What  would  happen, 
f  the  case  were  tried  in  a  Oircnit,  not  m  a 
[Kstrict  Oonrt  t  First :  the  ooncorrenoe  of  a 
Fudge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  opinion  of 
Jie  District  Judge,  vonld  be  necessary.  Second- 
j :  if  they  dla  ocncnr,  if  the  oaie  were  one 


of  first  impresraon,  a  pro  forma  dissent  would 
be  entered,  and  final  judgment  could  not  be 
passed,  until  the  qoestion  had  been  solemnly 
debated,  and  the  sentence  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Supreme  Conrt.  Now,  I  again 
ask  gentlemen  to  say,  whether  this  is  no  dis- 
advaotage  f  Let  them  meet  this  question  teii- 
iy,  and  either  give  a  satisfactory  answer,  or 
agree  to  remove  the  evil  by  according  to  us  ft 
uniform  administration  of  Justice. 

A  third  disadvantage  of  the  want  of  this 
extension,  is  that  arising  from  the  knowledge 
of  our  laws  being  less  aooorate,  on  the  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  than  it  wonld  be,  did 
one  of  the  Judges  hold  a  oircnit  in  the  State. 
I  do  not  enlarge  on  this  bead:  it  has  been 
eoffieiently  enforced  by  gentlemen  who  havo 
preceded  me.  Bat  I  am  bound  in  candor  to 
allow,  that  if  the  Jndicial  system  was  now  to 
be  first  established,  I  do  not  think  this  ad- 
vantage wonld  induce  me  to  prefer  the  oircnit 
^stem  to  that  of  a  stationary  appellate  court. 
But  it  is  unnecessary  now  to  baiance  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  two  systems,  becanse  the  pros-  , 
ent  oonrts  cannot  be  abolished  withont  conn- 
teraotin^^   pnblio    opinion;    becanse   no  such 

Eropoeitiou  la  before  the  House ;  and  becsoHS, 
owerer  favorably  I  may  think  of  the  system, 
I  am  boood  to  ^eld  to  the  decided  opinion 
that  now  exists  against  it  The  sole  question 
DOW  is,  Shall  we  extend  the  circuit  system 
nnto  the  States  that  are  deprived  of  it  I  And 
on  this  question  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  measure  would  bring  to  the  bench  of  the 
Supreme  Oonrt,  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  laws  necessary  for  the  deoisiou  of  qnes< 
tiona,  in  the  State  I  represent  than  the  Judged 
can  now  possibly  possess.  It  has  been  gov- 
emed  successively  by  the  French  and  Spanish 
law,  and  although  it  has  now  a  written  civil 
aoAe,  and  one  tlut  in  time  may  be  extended  to 
oonuneroiol  and  penal  cases,  yet  cases  arising 
i"'-—"  the  adoption  of  thoee  codes,  must  hi 


the  appointment  of  a  person  versed  in  them,  to 
the  Supreme  Court  b^ch. 

The  weight  of  public  opinion  agrinst  the  re- 
striction imposed  on  the  Western  States,  is  also 
a  disadvantage  attending  the  present  system, 
which  it  is  desirable  to  remove.  It  is  powerful, 
and  wherever  not  nnreasonable,  must  have  ite 
efieot  OriginatiDg  in  well-fonnded  oomplsinta 
of  the  system,  it  attaches  itself  at  last  to  the 
oonrt ;  its  deoisioDs  beoome  suspected  of  par- 
tiality ;  political  views  are  imputed  to  it ;  and 
Uie  most  unfounded  snspioions  are  fostered  and 
propagated  by  the  ignorant  or  designing. 
Pablio  opinion  innst,  therefore,  be  oonsolted. 
Not,  I  pray  to  be  nnderstood,  in  the  decision 
of  canses,  bnt  in  the  constitution  of  conrto; 
sod,  in  proportion  as  this  is  consulted,  in  the 
fonnation  of  any  system,  will  be  its  ^oaoy  in 
the  admimstrstion  of  justice,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  union  and  peace. 

Another  evil  is  peooliar  to  the  i 
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Eenttiokf ,  Ohio,  and  TemMosM— the  0AI7  Uire« 
Btatos  to  vbich  the  Bjatem  hu  been  extended. 
The  press  of  bnaineas,  it  ^jiean,  la  so  great  in 
those  distriots,  that  one  oironit  Jodge  cannot 
eet  throDgh  it  This  Is  not  denied;  but 
the  remedy  offered  bj  the  oppoeen  of  the  bill, 
is  a  oircuit  Jadge,  having  no  seat  on  the  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Ooort  To  the  other  liz  States 
they  offer  nothing;  or,  if  nothing  else  will 
aatisfj,  we  Bhall  lutTe  a  oommiaeioner  too :  for, 
call  him  what  yon  will,  he  is  nothing  else.  The 
advocates  of  the  bill  ask,  whether  this  is  wise 
l^islationt  whether  it  is  jostl  whether  It  is 
omfonot  and  fire*  equal  rights  to  all  tlie 
States! 

This  offer  aoppoMe  some  change  neoeaurr : 
it  aclcnowledges  the  existence  of  an  evil ; 
others  have  boen  ahown  to  exut  !n  all  the  new 
States.  The  next  qnealion  is,  Does  the  preeent 
bill  apply  a  remedy  to  those  which  have  been 
enumerated )  In  my  opinion,  it  offera  a  com- 
plete one  to  alL  It  givee  nnifbrmity ;  heals 
the  wounds  that  have  been  offered  to  the 
righto,  to  the  honest  pride  and  feelings  of  oor 
^ater  States :  it  satimea  poblio  opinion,  de- 
atroya  prejadioes,  and  removes  the  oMtmc^cms 
to  the  administration  of  jnatioe.  Is  it  the  beat 
remedy )  The  beet,  in  my  opinion,  that  can 
now  be  applied.  I  have  alnady  hinted  my 
preference  for  another  system ;  if  thia  were 
not  now  eetabliahed,  or  conld  not,  with  oon- 
Tenienoe;  admit  of  u:tennon,  it  may  hereafter 
be  necessary  to  reour  to  it,  bnt  now  I  do  not 
think  it  is.  The  objections  that  have  been 
urged  againBt  it,  come  next  to  be  ooasidered. 
I  sball  do  this  very  briefly,  for  they  liave  more 
than  ouoe  been  already  brought  onder  the  oon- 
dderation  of  the  committee. 

The  most  prominent  is,  that  a  court  ooDErist- 
ing  of  ten  judges  will  be  too  numerona.  This 
has  always  been  urged,  as  if  the  mere  state- 
ment of  tne  fact  were  Eofficient  to  enforce  the 
ottjeotion;  bnt  it  would  have  been  more  con- 
vincing, if  some  reasons  had  been  stated  to 
show  why  a  bench  thus  composed  would  be 
leee  competent  to  the  administration  of  Jnstdce 
than  one  consisting  of  lialf  the  number.  The 
final  decision  of  a  cause  on  an  appeal,  is  made 
on  a  cooi  consideration  of  the  facts  contained 
in  the  record,  and  the  law  applicable  to  them. 
Whether  the  Judges  I>e  many  or  few,  the  argn- 
menta  at  the  oar  are  the  same ;  each  of  the  ten 
Jnsticee  heara  and  considers  them  at  the  same 
time ;  and  each  forma  bis  own  opinion  of  the 
fact  and  the  law ;  which  is  corrected  or  con- 
firmed by  a  free  commnnication  with  his 
brethren,  when  they  meet.  This  is  done  in 
private ;  there  are  no  lon^  epeechee — no  warm 
debate — no  pride  of  opinion  to  be  sopport«d  in 
the  presence  of  a  nnmerous  andience.  The 
pablioity  is  as  it  ought  to  be  in  the  resale  The 
operation  by  whi(£  it  has  been  prodnced,  is 
carried  on  in  the  oalm  retirement  of  the 
oabioet ;  and  so  far  from  considering  the  num- 
ber as  sn  evil,  I  regard  it  as  one  of  the  beet 
ftatorea  of  tlie  bilL    If  all  the  tribunal^  whose 


deacons  are  to  be  revised,  were  govwiud  bj 
the  same  lawi^  a  leat  nmneroaa  ooort  trf  ^- 
peals  mi^t  answer  the  pnrpcae :  bnt  when  we 
condder  the  qnealMiu  arudng  oa  the  dnl 
law,  and  the  local  laws  of  France  and  ^>aiii.ia 
the  five  States  and  the  two  Twritorie^  t 


modifications  which  have  been  made  by  the 
statutes  of  the  other  Statea,  whoaeJnri^inidaMe 
is  based  on  that  of  England;  in  can  acareety 
faO  to  arrive  at  the  ooodiudMi,  that  eoA  a 
Imowledge  of  Una  heterogeneons  maaa  aa  wiB 
be  neceosary  to  correct  the  fkllacies  ot  ia- 
genions  conned  in  expounding  it,  will  be  saaA 
more  probably  fonnd  divided  among  ten  men 
of  learning  and  en>erieQoe,  takra,  aa  tot  thit 
pnrpose  they  undoabtedly  will  Im,  fr«iD  differ- 
ent parte  ot  the  Union,  than  united  in  five 
men  of  the  same  deecripdon.  The  instances 
which  bare  been  cited  of  small  jndidary  bodiei 
tn  England,  and  in  the  different  Btatee,  afford 
no  applioable  exan^les ;  becaoee  tlte  law  is  the 
same  throughout  each  State,  and  reasons  of 
economy  may  have,  in  many  inntjn^ywi^  iterated 
to  reduce  the  number ;  but  that  pracliee  is  not 
noiform,  and  I  need  not  repeat  tJie  exception^ 
which  have  been  ahown  in  Uie  debate.  Thm 
ia,  however,  a  striking  one,  which  has  not 
been  adverted  to ;  and  yet  it  comes  ondar  oar 
duly  observation :  an  inatonoe  ia  which  qnw- 
tions  of  fact,  intricate  p<^ts  of  law,  aoatbined 
in  every  mode  that  can  make  tliem  difficnit  of 
solution,  land  tiUea,  Mmtraots,  descents  fonndcd 
on  law,  on  equity,  on  usage,  are  beard  and  de- 
cided by  more  than  two  hundred  judges :  an 
sir,  and  de<uded  in  onr  opinion  so  wisely,  that 
we  will  never  permit  iJiem  to  be  seat  to  the 
tribunal  of  seven.  To  ali  those  who  have  con- 
stantly refused  thia  referotce,  even  in  the  meet 
difficult  casee ;  who  have  clong  to  the  ri^t  id 
deciding  on  the  Jnatioe  of  private  d^ms  in 
this  Honse ;  to  all  sncti,  the  propoeed  aogmoi- 
tation  of  the  Sopreme  Court  can  fonn  no  ob- 
jection to  the  bill.  If  we  belieye  ten  are  too 
nomerona  to  give  Jnat  deoicniuiB,  how  can  we 
reconcile  it  to  ourselves  to  rat  as  jodgea  in  a 
oonrt  of  two  hundred  I 

Ur.  Ihoebboll  observed  that,  when  the  de- 
bate on  this  anliiject  opened,  it  waa  not  h^  in- 
tention to  obtrude*  hiniBelf  on  the  indnlooMe 
of  the  committee.'  Indeed,  after  the  enHght- 
ened  and  expanded  views  presented  t«  ns  by 
the  different  members  of  Uie  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, who  reported  this  bill,  he  felt  as  if  ill 
friends  might  told  their  arms  in  secority,  and 
wdt  patiently  for  the  qneetion.  The  whcde 
gronnd  appesjed  to  be  minately  explored,  toA 
every  avenne  gnarded  by  anticipation  agiuoat 
attack.  But,  as  we  Approach  the  qnestien, 
the  Indications  around  as  ahow,  that  Uie  pasean 
of  the  bUl  will  be  disputed,  inch  by  ind. 
New  obstaclee  are'  thrown  acrcea  our  path: 
new  pointa  are  presented ;  objeoti<«i8  <rf'  every 
variety  that  ingmiuily  can  invent,  or  elo^aenee 
urge,  thioken  aronnd  na.  Itwaawilhabambit 
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hope  that  he  migbt  be  able  to  answer  tome  of 
tbeee  new  objeotioaa — which  could  not  hare 
been  anticipated  by  the  Jndieiair  Oommittee 
— that  he  had  ventnred  to  riae  on  the  preeeot 
occasion.  If^  therefore,  his  remarka  should 
be  prinoipallr  confined,  as  they  certidnlj  woiJd 
be,  to  the  dnll  routine  of  anawering  objectiona 
that  had  been  nrged  br  others,  he  hoped  an 
Kpoiogj  would  be  fbnnd  in  the  &ot.  that  the 
leadi^  topica  connected  widi  thia  snUeot,  bad 
been  aonilinized,  sifted,  and  disposed  o^  hj 
abler  haikia  than  hia. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Hr.  FoweuO 
who  lart  addrooaed  oa  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
bad  stniok  ont  a  new  path :  not  onl;  different, 
but  esaentiaUr  difitamt,  from  the  oonrae  of 
either  of  hia  meoda  who  preoeded  lum.  And 
aUhoo^  said  Mr.  L,  I  saw  him  adTanoe  hia 
podtiona  with  a  dalioao;  and  a  talented  ingenv- 
itr  that  oommaaded  my  admkation,  yet  I  mnat 
oonfees,  in  the  cooler  moments  of  refleotdon,  I 
fomid  my  judgment  nnooiiTinced,  if  not  nn- 
distnrbed.  He  tells  us,  in  the  onset,  that  hnt 
three  of  the  nine  States  which  are  intended  to 
be  reaohed  by  the  provlaiDna  of  this  bill,  have 
called  npon  ns  In  a  Toioe  loud  enoosh  to  de- 
mand the  interfuenoe  of  OonsreM ;  tBat  these 
three  Slates  are  Kentooky,  Omo,  and  Tennee- 
•ee ;  while  the  remaining  six  have  only  made 
known  their  wants  in  distant  and  indistinct 
"mnrmDra."  And  henoe  an  argnment  ia  de- 
rived, that,  if  we  interfere  at  alL  our  ud  ahonld 
be  extended  to  the  three  States  whiofa  have  thim< 
dered  their  grieTonoes  in  onr  ean,  whilst  the 
modest  mnrmnrs  of  the  remaining  six  ahonld, 
for  the  present,  pass  as  as  the  idle  wind.  Bir, 
if  the  oomplunta  of  the  uz  Statea  alloded  to 
hare  not  been  as  loud  aa  those  of  the  three 
Statea  which  be  deaignated,  they  have  certunly 
not  been  lesa  constant  No,  air,  theee  mnr- 
mara  are  blended  in  every  oree^  &«m  the 
Weet  And  1  hope,  aud  Ur.  I.,  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  man  Vlrg^a  wUl  ezonse  me 
for  reminding  him,  that  a  skilful  pilot  will 
often  perc^ve,  in  the  mnttering  of  a  diatant 
(load,  the  approaching  thunder  of  a  tempest. 

The  bill  Defore  as,  said  Mr.  L,  may  oe  re- 
garded, not  only  as  intrinsically  important,  on 
acooont  of  thai  oonveoienoes  wbidh  it  wilt  afford 
the  dtiaena  of  the  new  States,  in  the  Judicial 
determination  of  their  rights,  bnt  it  is  doubly 
important  when  considered  aa  fixing  the  policy 
whiah  is  to  goTero  the  old  thirteen  States  in 
regard  to  the  new  members  of  this  Union  at 
the  Wast  and  South.  For,  diaouise  thia  ques- 
tton  as  yon  may,  it  ia.  after  all,  nothing  more 
or  leas  Uian  an  ^peal  to  the  (dd  States  from 
the  new  States,  which  have  oome  into  the 
Union  rinoe  the  adoption  of  the  conatitation, 
to  participate  freely  and  nnshaokled  in  the 
benefits  derived  from  the  judicial  branch  of  the 
oommon  Government.  Gentlemen  aeem  to 
argue  thia  question  aa  if  the  extension  of  the 
Judiciary  System  to  the  new  States  ought  to 
depend  upon  the  number  of  cases  that  were 
docketed  fbr  deoiaion  In  the  District  Oourta  of 


those  States.  But,  in  the  view  which  1  take 
of  this  qaeatdon,  it  ia  immaterial  whether  those 
Statea  have  few  or  many  cases  in  the  Federal 
Oourts.  If  they  have  any  casee  contemplated 
by  the  constitution,  aa  proper  to  l>e  adjudicated 
by  the  Federal  Courts,  tbey  had  a  risbt  to  have 
the  benefits  of  the  system  extended  to  them, 
Aa  was  well  observed  by  the  learned  jurist 
from  LoniMana,  (Mr.  LmsssToii,)  who  had 
Just  addressed  ua,  there  is  a  pride  and  a  feeling 
on  thia  Bultjeot,  applicable  to  States  as  well  aa 
bidividnab,  which,  when  based  on  proper  prin- 
(^ea,  a  wise  legislator  will  never  li^tJy  re- 
gard. I^  when  the  dtizena  4^  the  West  ap- 
proach the  old  tbirteeo,  the  parent  States,  and 
aak — I  will  not  s^  fbr  fkvcre,  but  for  rigbta, 
guaranteed  t«  them  by  the  eonatitDtion— yon 
ntend  to  them  a  grudging  hand,  yon  may 
aUenate  their  attaofaments  to  this  Union,  and 
lav  the  fonndations  for  those  sectional  jealouaiea, 
which  the  Father  of  hia  Country  warned  yov 
to  avoid.  Sir,  it  has  been  aaid  that  some  of  the 
new  States  are  the  obildren  of  the  General 
Government,  and  that  they  have  been  so  long 
dandled  on  tne  parent  knee,  that  tbev  presume 
to  demand  the  extension  of  the  Jnoioisl  Sys- 
tem to  them,  not  aa  a  favor,  but  as  a  right. 
Thoae  Statu  are,  indeed,  the  ohlldreD,  not  of 
thia  or  any  oUier  administration,  bnt  the  obil- 
dren t^  the  original  States  which  formed  thia 
Union.  But,  air,  instead  of  being  favored  and 
earessed  by  an  overweening  care,  yon  have 

gven  tbem  for  their  toys  the  riHe  and  the 
lyonet;  and  the  history  of  the  last  war 
t^  you,  that  tbey  leamed  to  use  them  with 
eflbot,  and  to  tiring  them  fkim  tbe  contest 
with  untarnished  lustre.  These  children  of 
the  old  Statea  have  never  for^tten  the  parent 
stock.  When  the  commercial  rights  of  the 
United  States  were  invaded— rights,  the  in- 
vanon  of  which  more  particnlariy  affected  tha 
Atlantic  Statea  than  tnoee  beyond  the  momi> 
tains— the  statesmen  of  the  West  were  among 
the  first  to  raiae  their  voices  in  Oongress  is 
vindication  of  tbe  injured  honor  of  the  com- 
mon country ;  and  in  a  war  waged  for  "  free 
trade  and  aiulora'  rigbta,"  these  cnildren  of  the 
West  were  tbe  first  to  meet  tbe  enemy  on  the 
frontiers,  and,  aa  we  have  been  eloquently  re- 
minded by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Louinana,  tbey  were  the  last  to  sustain  your 
eagles  at  New  Orleans. 

I^  however,  Mr.  Ch^rman,  an  extension  of 
the  Judiciary  System  is  to  depend  np<m  the 
number  of  cases  that  have  arisen,  or  tliat  wiH 
arise  in  the  new  States,  where,  it  may  be 
aaked,  will  you  find  so  wide  a  field  for  judicial 
labor  aa  in  thoae  States)  Eentncky,  we  are 
told,  has  six  hundred  oases  annoally  com- 
menced in  tbe  Federal  Oourts ;  Ohio  has  fonr 
hundred ;  Tennessee  has  now  three  hundred 
and  twenty  snits  undecided ;  and  the  docketa 
of  the  Federal  Oonrts  in  Indiana,  minoia,  and 
iTusonri,  are  so  lumbered  up  aa  to  call  loudly 
for  relief.  Doea  any  thing  like  thia  maaa  ot 
buaineaa  exist  in  the  Atlantic  States,  where  the 
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JodieU  ijitem  acta  fredr  and  nowibwnnedt 
What,  th»n,  U  onr  o(Hialti<»t  We  hten,  in 
tlk«  old  BUtos,  an  old  and  a  tried  STitem  of  ad- 
miaiateriiiff  jnstioe,  which  haa  called  forth  the 
eulogies  of  both  the  Mends  and  the  foes  at  the 
present  bill ;  and,  when  we  are  aaked  to  eX' 
tend  it  to  the  wanta  of  the  Weat,  gentlemen 
paaae  aa  if  we  were  legislating  fbr  ocdoniee, 
and  not  for  States  equal  in  aoTerdgn^  and 
equal  in  rights  to  the  States  to  wuidi  we 
belong.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, to  whom  I  first  alloded,  telle  na,  that  be 
wonld  not  extend  the  Judicial  sTStem  anj 
Earther  than  it  now  reaches ;  beosose.  he  saya, 
the  erils  which  now  press  so  hesTil;  on  uie 
seventh  ctrcnit,  an  the  effects  of  the  existing 
^stem ;  and  he  warns  ns  not  to  entail  theae 
evils  on  other  porliona  of  the  wertem  conn- 
try.  Sir,  the  embarrasaments  in  the  seventh 
<»rcait  are  not  the  eouseqnences  of  the  Jndl- 
tiaxj  SjHtem,  considered  as  an  entire  BjO&nL 
bat  are  attribntable  to  other  caosesi  Wonld 
yon  cocdemn  the  system  which  in  six  ont  of 
seven  of  the  cironita,  dve^  u  is  admitted  on  all 
hands,  the  moat  perfect  satisfaction,  becanae 
yon  And  there  are  evila  in  a  single  nowieldy 
circnit  west  of  the  inonntainst 

Is  it  correct,  is  it  logical,  thna  to  argne 
against  an  entire  system,  beoanse  yon  can  fi^  a 
rin^Ie  spot  that  it  embarrassed  by  an  aocnmn- 
lation  oif  bosiness  I  The  embarraMments  are 
attribntable  to  the  formation  of  the  Western 
circnit.  Ton  btave  there  the  three  States  of 
£entook;,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  thrown  into  a 
drcnit,  when  either  oneof  those  States prodnoes 
more  canses  than  an  entire  circnit  on  the 
Atlantic  border.  It  is  to  remedy  this  very 
diffionlty  that  the  present  bill  is,  in  part,  in- 
tended. The  honorable  RenUeman  s^s,  that 
he  wonld  appoint  an  adoitfonal  oironit  jndge 
for  the  new  States,  bat  not  permit  him  to  take 
a  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  Bopreme  Oonrt,  at 
Washington ;  and  yet,  in  the  same  breatk  be 
Informs  ns  that  he  ia,  in  principle,  opposed  to 
a  circuit  system,  onoonnected  with  aapreme 
daties.  He  wonld  ruse  a  rampart  aronnd  the 
present  Judicial  system  of  the  old  thirteen 
States ;  he  would  vote  down  the  system  of 
ISOl,  if  it  now  existed;  and  he  would  have 
done  the  same  had  he  been  a  member  of  the 
Congress  of  1S03.  Where,  then,  does  his 
reasoning  bring  na  ?  I  ask  him  in  candor  to 
say,  if  he  wonld  have  na  hold  on  to  the  present 
syatem  in  the  Atlantic  States,  aa  the  best  that 
can  be  devised,  and,  at  the  same  time,  offer  to 
the  States  which  have  recently  come  into  the 
Union,  a  circnit  system,  which  we  have  once 
dieoarded  aa  unfit  for  oorselveat 

TnuBSDAT,  Jannarj  10. 

JTosy  Timbtr,  itc 

Mi.  Houwhbi  offered  the  following  resoln- 


prabdria  cost  of  the  flawing  lots  of  Hve  oik  Urn- 
ber,  to  be  distributed  In  Ibe  seven]  navj  yards  of 
the  Dnited  Biatea ;  t<we(her  with  the  oortotTenet- 
iug  penBuent  aheds  for  their  pnaerraiion. 
Six  Frames  of  Steam  Batteriea, 
TirelTe  do.  of  Ships  of  the  Line, 
mteen  do.  of  Frigates  of  the  largeat  daai^ 
mieen  do.  of  Hoopa  of  War. 

JWAmImJ;  That  the  Sscretai^  of  the  Navy 
be  also  directed  to  report  to  this  Honaa,  what 
fluthei  l^ialatiou,  if  any.  Is  neceesuy  for  IIh 
mors  effectual,  preeerratioD  of  the  live  oak,  and 
red  cedar  timber  on  the  Public  Lands  of  the  United 
States. 

This  resolution  lies  mi  the  table  one  daj, 
JvdieiaiTf  BtO. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Wnvrss,  the  Honae  »g^ai 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Ur.  Tom- 
umom  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  "fnrtber  to 
amend  the  Jndicial  system  of  the  United 
States ;"  and  the  qneelion  being  on  the  moticui 
offered  by  Mr.  Btokbb,  for  amending  the  bin 
so  as  to  appoint  nine  Judges  instead  of  ten — 

Mr.  "WBiawT  rose,  and  said,  that  he  wsa  very 
oonsdona  there  would  be  some  difflcolty,  at  so 
late  a  period  in  tlie  disenssion  of  this  bUI,  both 
in  obtmning  end  in  holding  the  attention  of  Iba 
committee  to  any  remarks  he  might  have  to 
oAiF — nor  eonld  he  even  hap6,  althongfa  riiu^ 
chiefly  with  a  view  of  oommnoioating  inftHma- 
tion  In  relation  totheetatectffiiota,to  be  Uateo* 
ed  to  with  any  very  lively  interest.  StiU,  how- 
ever, his  sense  of  daty  to  one  of  the  greatest 
States  of  the  West,  which  be  had  the  honor.  In 
part,  to  represent,  and  which  had  a  peeoliar 
interest  in  the  queation,  Impdled  him,  wider 
whatever  disadfantagce,  to  endeavor  to  present 
to  the  committee  hia  viewa  in  opporition  to  the 
amendment  whidi  was  yesterday  propoeed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  directly  {m> 
paring  that  Intereet.  In  doing  this,  It  would 
be  neoenaiT  for  bun,  in  the  first  plaoe,  to  isr 
quire  whether  there  doee  exist  any  impcwtant 
iuoonveniencM  In  the  administration  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  any  part  of  this 
Union,  which  calls  for  the  interrention  of  Oon- 
greas ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  if  such  inoonvsni- 
enoes  do  exist,  whether  the  propositions  con- 
tained tn  the  bill  upon  the  table,  are  calculated 
to  remove  them ;  and  to  provide  for  extendii^ 
the  privileges  and  facilities  enjoyed  in  one  see< 
tion  of  the  coODlry  to  thoee  parts  of  It  whidi 
are  now,  and  have  for  a  kmg  tune  been,  d^iriv- 
ed  of  them. 

It  b  now,  B^d  Mr.  W.,  more  than  ten  yean 


great  intelligenoe,  that  the  then  extsting  or^ani- 
zation  of  oar  judicial  tribnnala  was  not  adaptsd 
to  the  wanta  and  extent  of  the  conntry.  A  n- 
vision  of  it  was  recommended  by  a  snooeeding 
President;  it  was  recommended  by  the  L^^ 
latnres  of  several  of  the  States :  it  was  reeotO' 
mended  by  the  bar*  of  several  StaU^  and  bf 
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-rarlou  individnals  in  diSbrent  puis  of  the 
TJnioii.  Allthwe  noommendationa  ooncarred 
ta  odline  tbe  attantion  ttf  the  B»ttoDal  Le^ala- 
tore  to  tbii  ■nbjecb 

Bnt,  air,  ind«p«Ddent]7  of  these  oonaiderationa, 
■apposing  none  of  tbeseevUe  to  bare  existence  at 
all,  the  people  of  the  Western  Btetee,  br  the 
oonstitntion,  have  a  right,  yes,  rir,  a  rigbt,  to 
dtmand  that  all  the  privileges  and  immnoilies 
eitended  to  an;  otber  State,  or  to  aaj  other 
<»tisea,  ahall  be  extended  eqoallj  to  tbem. 
They  enjoy  thia  rigbt  not  only  by  an  eioreaa 
oUnae  in  the  oonstitDtion  to  that  effect — "  the 
taOaat  of  eaoh  State  diall  bb  entitled  to  all 


inittiDg  new  States  into  the  Union.  They  can 
only  be  admitted  as  soTereign  States.  All  the 
poweraof  BOTereigiity  pertain  to  them  in  a  degree 
am  unlimited  as  to  any  of  the  original  States  of 
the  Oonfederaoy.  Dependent  on  this  constl- 
talional  righ^  they  have  another — lliat  of  hav- 
ing a  roioe  in  a  Jndidsl  tribunal  of  the  last 
Tesor^  where  the  most  important  qnestions  of 
State  and  Federal  laws,  and  of  tbe  constatntioo, 
•re  deoided,  and  tbeir  oonstraotion  settled :  to 
carry  there,  clothed  witb  power,  thdr  Tiewa 
in  rdation  to  thdr  own  kgialation  and  yonra, 
and  to  prponre,  as  ^  as  praoticaUe,  a  oorreot 
oonetrnction  of  all.  This  may  be  called  a  mere 
matter  of  pride :  be  it  so — they  have  a  right 
to  this  constitntional  partioipation,  and  titey 
oUim  it  as  a  matter  of  ^de.  It  is  a  feeling  of 
Jnet  and  honorable  pride,  which  nrges  them  to 
assert  this  rigbt  before  yon :  a  feeling  wbioh 
iriU  forever  prevent  the  people  of  ^e  W^ 
from  Tolnntanly  sabmittiog  to  degradation. 

Mr.  ObaJrman,  I  tbiok  I  have  shown  that 
wils  do  exist  in  ttie  Western  States,  in  relation 
to  the  administration  of  Jnstioe,  and  that  they 
are  sooh  as  to  require  a  remedy  at  yonr  hands. 
Tbe  next  qoestion  that  ooonrs,  is,  are  they 
temporary,  or  are  they  permanent  in  their 
ebaraot«r  I  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  better 
answer  this  qnestion,  than  by  prewntiag  to 
tbe  committee  a  view  of  the  existing  state  of 
things  in  the  Stat«  I  have,  in  part,  tbe  honor  to 
npreient. 

It  is  known  to  yon,  nr,  and  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  this  oommittee,  that  \he  land  wbiob 
ooostdtntes  that  State,  was  originally  owned  by 
other  States,  or  the  inhatntante  of  other  States; 
and,  in  consequence  of  this  oironmatance,  is 
satgect  to  tiie  action  of  the  Federal  Court  joiis- 
diotion.  On  the  northern  boundary  of  tbe 
State,  a  lai^ge  tract,  equal  in  size  to  the  State 
of  Oonneotiont,  fiuuiUady  known  as  tbe  Oon- 
nedicnt  JtcMrre,  was  fonoerly  the  property  ot 
that  State,  and  baa  been  moeUy  gnmtea  oot  bjr 
U  to  Taiious  individnal^  prindpally  non-resi- 
dents. This  is,  of  oonree.  snbjeoted  to  the 
action  of  the  Federal  jurisdiction.  On  tbe 
Treat  of  this  lies  another  lai^  tract,  granted 
oot  to  oertain  sufferers  by  fire.  South  of  this 
is  another  tract  appropriated  as  bonnty  land 
to  the  vffloen  aad  soldiers  q£  the  Bevoltttionary 


war.  Another  to  tbe  refugees  from  Oanada 
and  Nova  Sootia.  Another,  laiger  tract,  and 
much  more  fraitfol  of  litigatioD  t£an  either  of 
those  I  have  mentioned,  is  tbat  extending  be- 
tween tbe  Miami  and  Bcioto  rivers,  reserved  by 
Yirginla  for  her  Bevolutionary  officers  and 
HOldieis.  Besides  alt  these,  there  is  a  grant  to 
tbe  Ohio  Company  ;  the  grant  to  Symmes's 
Company ;  and  smuler  grants  to  various  other 
land  companies,  oonnected  with  the  earty  salea 
of  public  lauds  at  Kew  York  and  PittBbnrg; 
the  whole  of  wbioh  are,  from  tbe  oiromnstanoea 
of  tbe  case,  BnMect  to  the  jnrisdiotion  of  &t 
United  States  Oourts.  The  rigbt  in  the  soil 
in  tbe  Territories  over  which  the  sovertign^ 
of  Ohio  stretches,  not  being  in  the  State,  bnt 
in  the  Qeneral  Oovemment.  and  the  States  and 
individnala  before  adverted  to,  the  whole  of 
the  soil  has  been  snt^eoted  to  the  ocmtrolling 
legidaUon  of  tbe  Union,  and  been  paroled  out 
by  the  United  States. 

If  It  be  tme,  then,  as  contended,  and  baa 
been  dedded,  tbat  the  judimal  power  in  this 
Qovemment  ti  oo-existent  and  co-eitenaive 
witb  tbe  Wialative  power,  all  qaeeHons  relat- 
ing to  tbe  land  grants  in  Ohio  are  sottjeot  to 
tLe  Boticm  of  Federal  jnrisdiotion.  These  dr- 
otuustanoea,  peculiar  to  the  Western  States,  and 
applicable  to  all  of  them,  except  Kentnoky  and 
Tennessee,  to  all  whose  soil  is  owned  by  tbe 
United  States,  or  other  Btatea,  oflbrd  abundant 
reason  for  the  great  inorease  of  business  in  the 
Federal  Ooorts  in  the  Western  States,  and  why 
tbat  boaineBs  must  always  be  great  These 
reasons  do  not  apply  to  the  States  east  of  Qm 
Allegany  Bidge,  becanse  in  those  States  the 
right  of  soil  and  Joris^ction  b  nnited.  The 
great  infloz  of  aliens  into  the  country,  a  great 
proportimi  of  whom  seat  tbemselves  in  the 
Wee^  fbrmshea  an  additional  reasca  for  inereoa- 
ed  bnrfneiB  in  tbe  Federal  Oonrta;  beoaose  it 
is  the  ooostitntional  right  of  aliens  to  oldm  the 
aid  of  tbe  United  States  Courts  in  aU  their 
litigation  with  dtizena.  Another  source,  and  a 
moat  fertile  wnroe,  of  litigatitw,  common  to  all 
new  oonntries,  irttb  a  new  and  sparse  popnla- 
tion,  suddenly  thrown  togetber  from  different 
countries  and  States,  bringing  tb^  own  pecu- 
liar moral  and  legal  notions,  disoordont,  poa- 
sesring  little  oapaoity  for  barmonious  action, 
will  be  found  in  tbe  loose,  careless,  and  o^n- 
tunes  ignorant  method  of  transacting  judicial  or 
other  proceedings,  when  there  are  no  preo^ 
dents  to  guide,  nor  any  settled  rotes  of  decision. 
In  such  caaes,  tbe  entriee  and  records,  if  any 
are  kept,  are  often  found  so  totally  defective  as 
to  aftod  DO  eadrfaotory  evidence  of  what  baa 
been  done,  and  tbosa  qnestioni  tnppoeed  to  be 
settled,  are  bongbt  np  for  re-exammatjon  and 
a^ndioatioo.  Another  aonroe  of  increaaed  litiga- 
tion in  tbe  Federal  Courts  of  tbe  West,  which 
baa  been  adverted  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
IllinoiB,  (Mr.  OooK,)  will  be  found,  in  ita  interior 
situation,  cnt  off  frMn  direct  foreign  commer- 
cial interoonra&  destitnte  of  importers  amoiQ 
tbemaalvee,  and  oonstr^ned  to  moliipljr  thsir 
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engaoementa  with  dtjicoa  of  other  BtatM. 
Ifeed  I  go  Airthert  Have  I  not  laSdentlT 
■hown  the  csniea  of  the  aooomnlk^oii  of  bun- 
nws !  Are  thcee  caoaea  pemuiiant,  or  onlj 
temporary  t  I  think,  rir,  I  can  diow  that,  If 
they  are  not  mttraly  pemutneat,  Uiey  maj  be 
re^rded  as  AMTly  BO.  The  great  r^on  of  Ibe 
Watt  is  ouljr  now  beginniDg  to  develop  ita^; 
its  popnlaUon,  great  as  it  L^  Is  atill  thfidj  soat- 
ter«i3,  and  actuallj  oover*  bat  a  small  portion 
of  its  territor?.  Of  the  15,888,089  acreeof 
land  in  Ohio  alone,  snrveyed  for  nle  by  the 
United  States,  7,fl80,8SS  now  rem^  unsold. 
This  conntiT  haa  settled  and  impTOved  with 
a  rapidity  that  has  astonished  everj  one,  and 
Its  inorease  at  this  time  is  eqnal  to  what  it  has 
been  at  aaj  former  period.  The  land  litigation 
we  have  seen  is  permanent;  the  Increase  of 
poptdation  will  natnnllj  mnltiplT  oonlraets 
and  other  snt|)eetB  of  lid^tion,  and  will  make 
that  class  of  ossee  permaoaat  also, 

I  will  proceed,  «r,  to  lobmit,  as  tmmediatelj 
oonnected  with  this  nl^Jeot,  a  few  oondderationt 
relative  to  the  existing  state  of  the  BeTentii  Oir- 
onit.  That  oircait  oompriNa  the  States  of  Ten- 
neseee,  Kentnoky,  and  Ohio.  Thera  ar«  now 
annually  cotnmenoed  in  Ua  court,  seventeen  hnn- 
dred  enile,  and  the  information  from  gentlemen 
here,  and  memorials,  advise  yon  thej  are  oon- 
etantl;  Increasing.  The  Jndge  assigned  to  that 
oircnit,  has  to  travel  twelve  hundred  milea  in 
the  performance  of  his  oircnit  dntjea,  and  fonr- 
teen  hundred  miles  to  attend  the  Bopreme  Oonrt. 
Has  any  other  of  your  Jndges  to  perform  labor 
Uke  this  I  Has  anj  lodge,  in  any  oonntry,  eqnal 
labor  to  performt  1  may  safely  answer  In  the 
negative.  This  alone  will  Mtty  jon,  tbst, 
from  the  vest  labor  reonlred  of  the  Judge,  it  u 
ImposBible  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of  in 
the  Vest,  while  this  circDit  retains  its  present 
organization.  When  the  oircnit  was  established 
in  1S07,  the  number  of  inhabitants  eom|nised 
within  it  wss  aboat  742,000.  In  1830,  its  pop- 
tiladon  had  inoreased  to  1,G08,S84.  A  census 
of  free  white  males  has  recently  been  token  in 
Ohio,  and  oalonlating  from  the  data  it  famishes, 
I  fod  warranted  in  assuring  the  committee,  the 
population  of  that  single  State  now  lUls  llttie, 
If  any,  short  of  a  million.  If  this  &ot  fbmishee 
any  rnle  by  which  to  estimate  the  inorease  of 
the  other  two  Statee,  the  present  population  (tf 
the  Seventh  Ciranit  etceeds  two  millions  and  a 
bal£  In  1807,  Ohio,  which  now  has  a  million 
of  inhabitants,  hod  but  one  repreeentatdve  on 
this  floor ;  she  now  has  fourteen.  Is  it  not  ap- 
parent, then,  whether  yon  regwd  population, 
extent  of  territory,  or  the  qnantnm  (a  litigation, 
that  no  one  Judge  is  adequate  to  go  through 
with  the  Judicial  daties  of  tms  circuit  t  If  Oon- 
greso,  in  forming  this  circnit  iu  1807,  performed 
its  duty  faithfully,  by  adf^ting  it  to  the  then  ex- 
isting wants  of  its  people — i^  when  the  popula- 
tion was  less  than  one-third  that  it  now  is,  this 
oonrt  was  deemed  neceesary — if  its  legislation 
was  suited  to  these  three  States  then,  it  oannot 
be  edited  to  their  Htoation  now     Any  — 


«  jndge  to  peifntn  id 
o  of  t^e  thraa 


rsnganent  requiring  0  ,  ^ 
the  (urctdt  dimea  ot  either  two  o 
Btatee  now  oomporing  the  Seventh  Citealt^ 
would  &it  to  afiord  the  desired  remedy.  Sa 
■in^  Jndge  would  be  able  to  po-fonn  theae  da- 
ties: j^tlierefore,  Eentuckyand  Ohio  are  to  ■•- 
main  onited  in  the  same  drcoit,  the  rcanedy 
would  not  be  effioadoua.  As  it  regarded  Obio, 
the  rcsnedy  woold  be  worse  than  owJew  % 
would  Itold  out  to  her  a  pretenee  of  reBe£  whiA 
we  knew  was  ananbetantial— a  mers  diadow. 
Th«  memorial  from  Ohio  faiforms  yoo,  die  Dis- 
trict Jndge  is  nnable  to  attend  regularly  to  busl- 
nesi,  on  aooounf  of  indi^Kiaitian,  alre«dy  pM- 
traoted,  and  which  IndicaMd  a  long  ocmtiiiiisDMi 
The  Oironit  Judge,  whose  fine  constitution  bm 
beui  nined  and  broken  by  the  severe  labor  yn 
liave  impoaed  upon  Um,  ia  in  sa  bed,  or  era 
wofoe,  ntnatioDi— vhdly  nnabl*  to  attMid  the 
court.  The  bin  proposss  to  sqtar^e  these  time 
great  Bt^ea  of  the  West,  and  to  unite  with  ewA, 
one  Or  mwe^  of  kes  p<q)alatio&  and  bossMiiL 
It  is  predioUed  on  the  only  correct  ptindpk^ 
and  u  well  fitted  in  its  oonvenient  arrangcnMBt 
of  dronita,  to  fkoilitate  the  administration  of 
Justice.  I  much  fear,  Ar,  no  advantage  what- 
ever would  result  to  either  of  these  St^ea,  from 
a  different  arrangement  of  the  drcuitB,  or  firam 
snv  one,  predicated  on  the  addition  of  onif  tm 
Jnoges  to  the  present  number.  When  gentlamen 
advert  to  the  vast  amoont  of  bnanen  in  Ae 
West,  sad  the  proqieot  of  its  haorease,  will  tb^ 
Dot  be  satisfled,  that  if  we  keep  either  two  ef 
theee  large  States  together,  we  shsll  frnatinia 
tbedeaiguofthebiUt 

I  am  met  here,  rir,  by  the  deolantaon  of  the 
Ohalrmen  of  the  Judit^or^  Oommittee — a  dee- 
laration  of  most  extraordmary  -hnrsfffir  thit 
the  three  amsll  States  tying  in  the  nortfaweaten 
an^e  of  the  Union,  (Indiana,  Illinois,  and  IGa- 
souri,)  ml|Ait  get  along  as  they  ore,  a  little  while 
longer,  and  tske  a  oironit,  with  a  Judge  of  the 
Sai«eme  Court  by  and  bv  1  What  is  the  sitan- 
tion  of  those  States  t  Is  were  no  businen,  tbw^ 
for  the  United  Statee  Courts  ?  We  have  seen 
there  is,  and  that  the  present  system  optratM, 
as  to  them,  a  denial  of  Jnstioe.  Why  call  ea 
these  States  for  longer  forbearance,  whOeyoa 
otend  the  system  to  other  States  I  We  ««• 
know  their  wants,  and  why  not  now  *mdy  tbs 
remedy  t  &  it  be  important  to  extena  the  jn- 
didal  system  into  any  of  the  Western  Stote^  It 
ie  eqodly  impM-tant  to  extend  it  to  the  wh<M 
One  State  has  the  some  right  to  participate  in 
theee  privileges  aa  another.  Hie  biU  ^ovMca 
for  the  wants  of  sU ;  and  let  ma  aek,  tta  whst 
grounds  the  three  States  in  the  northwfrt 
should  be  ezclodedt  Is  it  wise  to  adi^tt  oar 
leg^dotion  to  the  wants  of  this  day  only,  and  to 
invite  the  attention  of  every  new  CongreM  lo 
the  suiijeot  t  I  think  not.  The  lees  frequently 
this  sQ^eot  is  brong^  before  Congress  the  lea 
probable  is  it  that  any  alarm  will  be  excited 
throughout  the  oonntry,  as  to  the  stability  at 
our  Judicisl  system.  What  extraordinary  oUbb 
have  Uissianppi  and  Alabama,  that  they  ihoeld 
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«q]o7  the  advuiURes  of  the  system,  vhile  Im 
ana,  lUInoia,  and  UWiDii  are  ezeladed  t  Ha 
the  flnt-nraied  States  the  greater  ftmonnt  of 


ime  pBiDi  to  oollect 
loted  In  wring,  the 
largest  amount  of  biuiiieeB  ia  fonnd  in  the  north- 
veatem  States.  The  informodou  I  poneai,  de- 
rived tram  memorialB  and  oonTeraationB  with 
geotlemen  here,  and  letter^  show  about  40  oaoMs 
ft  year  in  Indiana  I  SOinlHinoia;  60inAUbama; 
and  40  in  MJMdMppl.  Wem^ooQeotfivmthis 
Informa^D,  altboo^  it  mav  not  be  ~  '  '~ 
correct,  tliat  there  is  a  remartable  equi  , 
boslDess,  amongst  these  four  States^  and  when 
'we  odvwt  to  the  manorial  so  long  a^o  presented 
Stoat  the  Legisiatnre  of  iDdiaoo,  and  the  state- 
ments  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Illinois,  on  this 
floor,  we  shall  be  satisfled,  if  the  claim  of  either 
b  to  be  preferred,  it  is  that  of  the  northwestern 
States :  bnt,  sir,  the;  are  all  equally  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  sy^m  now. 

An  examination  of  the  bn^ess  In  tlie  dilbr- 


onita,  and  how  mnoh  more  labor  Uie  western 
Jndgee  hare  to  perform,  and  gentlemen  will  see 
tbat  it  is  imposrible  to  impose  any  new  dnt' 
on  the  western  Jndges,  If  toq  expect  them  to 
performed.    No  nQmI>w  less  than  three  will 
adequate  to  do  the  inuneose  labor  of  the  west- 
ern ciromta. 

Sir,  what  was  the  situation  of  the  TTnited 
States  in  17SB,  when  the  Judiciary  was  first  or- 
ganized under  the  new  oonstitotionf  Tbere 
were  then  only  ten  States  la  the  Union — Ver- 
inont,  Bhode  lEland,  and  Kortb  Carolina,  were 
not  then  in.  The  popnlation  of  these  ten  States, 
at  that  time,  did  not  exceed  three  millions ;  bnt 
if  we  admit  that,  in  adopting  the.  system,  the 
nnion  of  these  three  States  was  anticipated, 
ftnd  was  taken  into  view,  the  whole  popuation 
did  not  exceed  fonr  millions.  Six  Jndges  were 
then  thought  necessary  to  administer  Jnstice  to 
these  fonr  millions  of  people  in  thirteen  States, 
and  they  wore  provided  forin  that  act.  Bhode 
Island  uid  North  Carolina,  baying  ratified  the 
oonstitntion,  had  this  Judicial  system  extended 
to  thei^lo  Jnne,  1790.  Vermont  had  it  extend- 
ed to  her  in  Uarch,  1791.  It  U  a  litUe  extra- 
ordinary that  gentlemen  from  two  of  the  three 
Stales,  who  were  not  present  at  the  wedding 
but  corotngat  the  eleventh  bonr,  were  admittM 
to  a  fall  share  of  the  feast,  should  be  anumg  the 
first  to  rsjae  their  voices  ag^net  the  extension 
to  other  States  of  that  system,  which  had  been 
so  promptly  and  generously  extended  to  tjiem. 
Surely  Uie  gentleman  fr<nn  Rhode  Island— a 
Stete^  where,  he  believe^  the  minority  in  Avor 
of  ratifying  the  oonstltation  was  not  very  great 
^-shonld  not  have  been  so  teoadons  of  excluding 
her  younger  dsten  from  epjoyinr  the  privileges 
It  conferred,  or  to  claim  to  eiclnde  from  the  Jn- 
dieial  pale  these  forward  children  of  the  West, 
to  let  the  old  thirteen  States  e^Joy  their  pit- 
tanoo. 

In  1807,  when  the  Seventh  Olrcnit  was  or- 


ganized, embracing  the  then  three  Westeni 
States,  the  population  of  the  ooantry  bore  a 
greater  disproportion  to  the  number  of  Jndgea, 
than  in  1789.  At  the  time  the  seventh  Judge 
was  added  to  the  Supreme  Court,  there  were 
about  (dx  and  a  half  millions  of  inhabitants  in 
the  Union.  Seven  Judges  for  rrix  and  a  half  mil- 
lions, was  not  equal  to  six  for  threei  or  at  most 
four  millions.  We  have  now  opwards  of  twelve 
millions  of  people,  and  we  propose  to  add  to  the 
oon*  three  new  judges,  and  to  make  the  court 
consist  of  ten.  I  ask,  again,  if  ten  Judgw  is  a 
greater  number  for  twelve  millions,  than  dz 
was  for  four  millions,  or  ten  for  twenty-fbnr 
Statea,  more  than  rix  was  for  thirteen?  The 
ratio  adopted  in  1789,  would  give  eighteen 
Jnd^  now.  Yet  we  are  told  thu  trifling  ex- 
tension of  the  existing  system  is  pressing  it  l>^ 
yond  ite  llmite,  and  will  produce  distraoDon,  in- 
stability, and  ruin. 

When  this  system  was  first  adopted,  and  the 
United  States  Judges  were  sent  into  toe  State 
they  were  looked  upon  with  great  Jealonsy,  and 
all  tbdr  acts  were  okisdy  scratinized  by  the 
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[ealon^  and  distrust,  and  we  are  told,  the  whole 
people  of  the  Statea  east  <rf  the  Alleghany  ridge^ 
are  perfectly  latisSed  with  the  oonrt  and  its  d^ 
eiaions.  If  snoh  beneficial  results  have  followed 
the  sending  your  judges  into  the  fourteen  At- 
lantic States,  why  will  yon  still  ezolnde  the 
Western  Statea  from  participation  in  these  re- 
sults, and  keep  them  ignorant  of  the  operatimi 
of  yonr  laws  (  Why  have  you  aSbrded  your 
aid  to  quiet  the  alarms,  aod  remove  the  Jealooft- 
ies  of  the  people  in  the  Atlantic  SWaa,  and  n- 
ftase  to  dissipate  the  fears  and  disonietudes,  said 
to  be  so  prevalent  in  the  West}  If  all  that  bad 
been  said  against  the  West  were  tme,  that  wotdd  ' 
furnish  additional  atgoments  for  sending  Jndgea 
to  pnt  thinn  right.  Bnt  the  Sesi  is  not,  th^ 
the  new  Judges  will  Mnre  the  West,  bnt  that  the 
discontents  of  the  West  will  injure  the  new 
Jndge^  and  through  them,  the  old  onee.  I  deny 
that  tnere  is  any  thing  in  the  habits  or  temper 
of  the  western  people,  to  justi^  any  alarm,  and 
T  call  on  gentlemen  who  throw  out  snoh  aspep- 
siona,  for  their  proof. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Toil  (Ur.  Stous) 
thinks  we  bad  better  take  only  two  steps  iunt, 
and  wait  a  little  before  we  take  a  third— to  ai^ 
P<niit  two  Jndges  now,  and  another  by  and  by, 
than,  by  appointing  all  three  at  onoe,  alarm  the 
fbata  of  gentlemen.  He  teems  to  admit,  the  time 
is  n{)id1y  approaching  when  you  oannot  avoid 
taking  the  third  step.  If  threejndgea  are  nece^ 
sary,  why  not  have  them  at  once  t  la  it  wise 
to  forbear  nowj  and  agitate  the  snljeot  snew, 
year  after  year,  to  quiet  the  fears  some  gentle- 
men have  t  I  see  no  reason  for  this  timidity. 
It  is  said,  the  Territoriee  will  shortly  beooma 
States,  and  then  yon  can  provide  for  the  third 
Jndge.  In  1769,  the  real  wants  of  the  peopla 
did  not  require  six  Judges,  but  it  was  then 
thought  wise  to  provide  six,  to  answer  the  1^ 
veased  popnlation  of  the  Btatee  on  the  Atlaattc^ 
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•od  it  bsB  been  foond  to  answer  from  that  da; 
to  this.  Wb7  Ebsll  we  r^eot  thU  examplef 
Whf  paaa  a  law  ao  narrow  in  ita  operation  aa  to 
reqnire  immediaM  reviaion  and  re-enaotmantt 
It  la  yoDr  dutj  to  give  k>dw  obaractw  for  per- 
maoence  to  four  legation,  aa  wdl  aa  your  ad- 
jndicatiuDs.  The  act  of  1769  waa  &nnd  to  an- 
awer  ita  object  till  1807— «ght«ea  vean— and 
b7  adding  one  Judge  at  that  tune,  and  ezt«ndiDg 
Ita  sjBtem  over  the  then  three  Western  States, 
haa  been  oontinoed  to  the  present  period— ^nine- 
teen jaora  longer.  With  theae  examples  ana  thia 
poliov  before  na,  Aall  we  limit  onr  viewt 
legialktion  to  the  preaent  moment,  and  ahnt 
eyes  npon  the  fntnre  1  We  are  told  that,  by  in- 
creaainK  the  nnmber  of  Jndges  to  ten,  yoa  inoor- 
pofate  bito  the  Jndicial  ajatem  prindplea  tend- 
ing to  ita  total  deatraotion — that  new  jadgea 
mnat  be  added,  from  time  to  time,  aa  new  States 
arise,  nntil  ;on  make  it  too  niunerons  a  bodj  for 
iHuinoae,  and  weaken,  if  not  take  from  it  en- 
tirely, its  reepoDiibilitj.  There  is  little  expeo- 
tation  that  any  other  States,  than  the  present 
onanizad  Temtoriea,  will  claim  admissi<Ki  into 
this  Union  for  fifty  years,  and  theee  Territories, ' 
when  Btatea,  can  oouveniently  be  attached  to 
the  proposed  ciroaila — Michigan  to  the  Ohio 
turcnit ;  Florida  to  that  oi  Alabama,  and  Arkan- 
aas  to  that  of  Louisiana.  We  may,  therefore, 
&irly  presDme,  the  oircnits  now  proposed,  will 
answer  all  the  pnitwaes  of  justice  for  fifty  yean. 
Sir,  what  are  toeae  fears  of  gentlemen,  and 
what  the  cause  of  alarm  at  the  proposed  in- 
oreaee  of  Jndgeat  It  seema  not  denied  that 
thare  ia  not,  either  in  tlie  namber  seven  or  nine, 
any  magio  ohann ;  and  we  have  fonnd,  from 
experience,  that  no  serioos  iDconveoienoe  re- 
■ulta  from  an  even  number  in  the  ooort.    But 

ratlemen  tell  as,  the  representative  prindple 
carried  into  the  scheme — that  the  addition  of 
three  judges  will  make  the  oonrt  a  political, 
popularity-hunting  tribunal — that  tiie  Jndgee 
coming  &om  the  West,  and  mixing  with  Uie 

Cple  of  the  Weet,  will  imbibe  thear  feelinfft  qf 
Ulitg  to  the  conrt,  and,  to  the  Atlantio 
oonutry,  tiieir /aetiou*  prineipUt,  their  corrup- 
tion; and,  armed  with  these  weapons,  will  cor- 
rupt the  court,  overturn  iU  previous  decisions, 
and  control  ite  future  onee—^estniotive  alike 
o£  good  order,  uniformity  of  decision,  and  the 
principles  of  the  constitution.  Are  not  all  these 
apprehensions  gratuitous!  Does  the  charac- 
ter of  the  oourt  of  the  Westam  country,  or  the 
Western  people,  furnish  any  fouudaUon  for 
them  f  The  gentleman  from  Khode  laland  (Ur. 
Feabob)  had  said,  the  people  of  the  West  are 
to  bring  on  to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court 
all  their  feelings  of  hostility  to  the  ooort  and 
ita  decisioDs. 

The  feeling  to  which  I  have  before  adverted, 
that  existed  there  in  relation  to  a  decidon  of 
the  Supreme  Oourt,  was  not  sufBcient  to  justify 
any  apprebenaion.  Thia  kind  of  feeling  has  not 
been  oonfined  to  the  Western  States.  Other 
States  have  felt  it  to  as  great  an  axteat.  It  bad 
enated  In  Georgia,  South  Carolixia,  Yii^nia, 


PeniuiylTania,  New  Tork,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Yermnnt.  Geoi^i^  and  Sontli  Carolina  Kib- 
mitted  with  relactanoe.  Yir^nia  exerted  bar 
jndicial  power  to  resist.  Pennsylvania  ruecd 
Oer  military  arm.  Yet  we  of  the  West  are  not 
found  chafing  the  people  of  these  States  with 
being  CactioDs,  and  turbulent,  and  cormpt.  The 
fueling  Bubdded  without  generating  tbe  pi 


the  Western  atmosphere  any  thing  peculiar  in 
it  to  excite  turbulence  and  faction  t  Altboogb 
supposed  to  poa^ees  this  taini,  gentlemen  hava 
showered  complimenta  upon  the  Western  peo- 
ple in  great  abnodanoe.  We  are  geoeroaa  and 
brave,  ready  to  rush  into  danger,  and  to  r«pd 
onr  oonntry's  foee.  We  are  entiUed  to  thanks 
and  confidence,  a  seat  on  this  floor,  and  to  any 
thing  but  a  Jndge  on  tbe  Supreme  Conrt  bendi, 
or  to  have  a  Judge  from  uie  Supreme  Coott 
sent  to  us  to  try  our  cauaes.  I  have  no-inclina- 
tion to  find  fault  with  the  judgee,  nor  di^tosed 
to  flatter  them.  It  is  not  congenial  to  my  dit- 
poeiUon  to  do  either.  They  have  periiwmed 
their  duties  to  the  satJEfactiou  of  the  pMwte, 
and  need  no  praise.  Yet  theae  judgea,  sobignly 
gifted  and  extolled,  exalte  so  aa  to  be  but  little 
lower  than  the  angels,  are  to  surrender  Adr 
opinions  to  the  three  Western  jndges.  The  one 
now  in  the  West  having  been  admitted  to  have 
performed  his  duties  sadsfactorily,  ia  not  ob- 
noxious to  the  charge.  These  three  new  judges 
are  to  reverse  all  die  dectsions  of  the  Bnpr«ma 
Court.  They  must  be  wonderful  men,  if  the 
three  can  control  and  overrule  aeven.  If  tbe 
argsment  was  predicated  on  tbe  opinion  that 
the  Atlantic  Judges  would  neglect  their  datwa 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  leave  the  aeats  for 
the  Western  jndgae,  amoment's  reflection  woold 
show  to  tbe  contrary.  The  bad  roada,  increased 
distance  and  Other  inconveniences,  from  which 
the  Eastern  judgee  will  be  exempt  will  retard 
the  Weel«m  judge  in  his  arrival,  and  give  those 
from  the  East  the  advantage. 

The  gentleman  from  Bhode  lelaad  Qtx. 
Pejlbok)  has  expressed  his  fears  also,  that,  if 
new  judges  are  appointed  from  the  West,  soma 
of  the  decidons  of  the  court,  which  hod  givoi 
so  much  satia&ction  to  the  Atlantic  Btate^ 
wonld  be  reversed:  among  those  enumer^ed, 
was  one  as  to  tbe  conclusive  character  of  s  ree- 
ord  of  a  foreign  conrt  of  Admiralty,  (in  accord- 
ance with  which,  he  thinks,  there  was  bnt  a 
bare  m^ority  of  the  court,)— one  as  to  tbe  lia- 
bility of  individual  members  of  a  oorporstiou  in 
tbe  Circuit  Court,  when  any  one  of  them  lived 
within  the  State  or  district;  auother  denying 
to  that  conrt  jurisdiction,  at  common  law  in 
criminal  coses,  in  opposition  to  what  he  con- 
ceives the  conclusive  argument  of  Jadge  Story; 
and  another  eustsining  the  oonstitntioDalitv  cd 
the  law  impoung  <urcnit  duties  on  the  jndga 
of  the  Supreme  OourL  Let  me  quiet  tlte  geo- 
Uemau'a  fears  in  these  respecta,  and  assure  bin 
there  ia  no  danger  from  oar  qoarter,  in  relation 
to  either  of  his  easba.  In  the  West,  the  first  de- 
oidoa  ia  not  regarded  as  of  muoh  ocmaequeiioe 


DBBATES  07  OONQBESS. 


[H.  wR. 


aith«r'w»;  iritbtiieMooiid,i>odiautiBAedon 

tafoU.    Fwmjadtl  hadnnwMdit  indtapn- 

tebl«k  that  me  iodiTidiua,  aq^inc  t,  ptnoiud 

jwirilttge,  ooold  not  sxteod  t£>t  pnTilwe  so  M 

*to  inolodeorproteototbrnuMetitediritiihlia 

in  oonti*at  or  twt    Ai  to  Mtnmon  law  orim- 

inal  Jiubdiotioii  of  arlmM  In  0»  tTnitod  StMaa, 

OiA   w«8tMiL  Uwjtn  an  00I7  wtontabed  it 

■hoold  hare  eoter«d  into  the  idnd  of  aay  man 

to   oononve  that  ooort  bad  mdi  JnrMlotion. 

The  qoMtion  aa  to  tbe  ecmttttntioDal  anthori^ 

of  the  oottrt,  narer  baa  bwn  rdasd  In  all  the 

litigadon  in  the  Weit  or  ebewlMK^  ezo^  in 

the  case  alloded  to  by  Judge  Fmau.    I  basard 

nothing  in  aaBerting^  tbM  aaoh  a  qpeatiiNi  wiU 

iM>t  be  raiaed  in  the  Weat;  and  a  mtb  vera 

raised,  the  detnritn  then  would  aooord  wit& 

tbnt  of  tbe  Supreme  Oonrfc    The  gentlenun 

m.yt,  that  the  oommon  law  and  eonatitntioDal 

qpe^ionawerededdadtvrMy.    Tet  be  ia  modi 

uarmed  le«t  Western  Jndgea  ahonld  reTerw 

them,  and  dedde  *V^    ^o  ^^  g«itl«mao 

think  It  ii  iwwv  for  Weaton  Jndgea  to  do  f^pftf  r 

How  are  deraiioni  to  be  Teranedt    Tbe  JMgea 

■renottooTertnrathamwitboDtaeaQaek    when 

%  eaae  ia  properlj-  made  and  preaented,  and  ftilW 

"onrt  to  be  d^red 

I  they  think  riglit, 

throngb  fear  of  dirtnrblng  aomefbTmer  decision 

—A  pri^ege  eqjoyed  by  aD  otlier  ooaita,  ezlib- 

ing  in  tm  ver^  nature  of  tbingef    When  error 

la  diiooTered^  is  it  an  act  of  wisdom  or  intep^ty 

to  persist  in  it  t 

Mi.  TTRKKPt  i^d  be  ibonld  TOte  not  oolv 
■ndnst  this  amendment,  bnt  agunat  tbe  UD 
^Bo.  Tliere  was  nothing  of  wUoh  be  was  more 
ftdlf  eonvlDoed,  than  that  the  whole  Jndldal 
iqvtem  of  this  ocnntoT,  Si  it  now  standi,  is  radl* 
«all7  wton^ ;  and  he  was  satiBfled  that  the  bill 
would  not  m  praotioe,  answer  tbe  end  proposed 
^ttafHeods.    This  end,  it  is  argoed,  Is  to  pre- 

TMit  the  delay  of  Jostioe.     i 

(rf  sDoh  delays,  t£«e  ooold 
tbcK  was  not  any  man  who  eoold  ^on1>t  the 
ftet.  Tbe  evil  prevails  ererywliere  thronsb 
file  ooQDtry :  bnt  is  mnltiplTing  oonrts  a  likely 
way  to  remedy  it )  Bo  £u-  from  it,  it  will  only 
1m  mnlciplying  the  eviL  It  is  with  oonrts  as  It 
h  with  Itanks— tbe  moment  yon  begin  to  create 
tbe  want  of  them,  yon  will  hare  to  go  on  to 
Bstis^  that  want :  so  in  new  ooontriM  they  ory 
out  uat  the  delM' they  ezperi«noe  is  for  want 
of  more  oonrts.  The  a^nment  is  speoions,  bnt 
iBitsoUdl  I  appeal  to  all,  whether,  when  tbe 
mnnber  of  Jodses  was  onoe  before  inveaaed, 
the  same  erils  did  not  prenll?  Beddes,  where 
is  the  eridenee  that  the  delay  and  Brpenee  com- 
pUiwdof  is  soTeryenormonst  IThatarewe 
tiddbytheftienasof  thebiUt  Hut  the  bar  of 
Tanneasee  and  the  bar  rf  Ohio  have  oome  for- 
ward and  petitiooed  this  Honse;  bnt,Mr.Obair- 
nan,  tbe  best  evidence  should  be  prodnocd, 
which  the  OBse  wiU  admit:  and  is  thb  tbe  best 
ovidanoet  Is  it  not  admitted  as  a  prindple,  that 
the  Toon  interest  any  party  has  in  att,  oon- 
Mcnlng  which  he  testiMa,  the  lata  is  hia  teoti- 
VouVm.— W 


mony  worthy  to  be  received  I  Hare  we  any  m^ 
mortal  from  tbe  Ooortt  Do  tbe  honest  snitors 
oome  herb  and  ask  yon  to  multiply  their  evils 
by  increasing  the  conrtal  For,  what  does  the 
proHnt  Jn^cial  mtcm  amonnt  to  t  Is  it  not,  In 

Cstioe,  a  denial  of  jnstdoe  t  If  you  wish  to 
efit  the  people,  yon  must  remoael  die  enl^ 
qyBt«m ;  fbr,  as  it  is,  the  suitors  have  hut  too 
much  reason  to  adopt  the  language  of  the  un- 
fortnnate  man,  who^  having  succeeded  In  bis 
oanse,  after  several  qipeals,  aald  to  hia  friend, 
'*one  verdict  mwe  in  my  &v(v,andlam  qnlte 
ndned."  Notwithstanding  all  the  fine  eulogies 
which  have  been  prononnoed  on  the  Jadlcuir 
of  ithis  oonntry,  and  the  Judfdory  ctf  fii(^a, 
the  gentleman  from  Bhode  Idaod ^Ir.  FUBOi) 
tdb  jM  that  a  rinde  suit  in  die  Bopreme 
Oourt,  ooet  6,000  dt^ais,  when  tbe  whole  sum 
in  dispute  was  less  than  that.  We  have  heard 
someuiing  aaid.  about  tbe  excitement  which 
4moe  cobted  In  Feunsylvsnia,  (I  conclude 
gentlemen  allude  to  Ohnstead'a  case,)  and  they 
tdl  US  that  the  people  in  Pennsylvania  an  now 
qoict^  and  loafce  no  rsrfstsnoe.  lb.  Chairman, 
so  dmnld  I  be^  If  a  robber  had  met  me  in  the 
FumsylTSida  ATenoa^  and  knocked  me  down : 
bnt  nothliut  can  ever  <nm  fktmi  my  memory,  or 
take  out  m  my  heart,  tbe  conviction  of  the  op- 
presoiwi  and  iqtnstioe  which  was  done  in  that 
case:  nor  wiU  tnepecn^of  Pennsylvania  ever 
oease  to  remember  and  to  fM  It  too.  Sir,  yon 
can  never  reconcile  them  to  that  de<dalon.  Bnt, 
rir,  I  most  here  enter  my  eolemn  protest  agdnst 
the  whole  doctrine,  that  tbe  Bnprame  Oo*vt  has 
power  to  pronomtce  acts  ot  this  House  to  be  nn- 
oottBtitntionaL  In  vain  did  cnr  atrntea  shed 
th^  blood  In  tbe  field,  and  our  aagea  t<dl  ht  the 
cabinet,  to  secure  our  liberl^.  If  H  Is  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  arbitrary  dedson  of  these  Jodges. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  abont  tbe  Illus- 
trious talents  of  the  Judges  <rf  the  Supreme 
Ooort;  and  we  have  been  told  a  great  deal 
about  the  Ineormptlble  purl^  of  the  1^'h<'«*' 
coorta ;  but  io  gentlemen  ib^et  the  wor&  of 
thepoett 
"  Do  puts  allure  thee  1 .  Look  how  Bicon  shln'd, 
Tbe  greatest,  wisest,  mesnest  cf  msnUiid." 
This  nun  was  bribed-— uid  about  a  hundred 
years  after,  another  of  their  Obanoellors  was 
oonvicted  of  enormous  crimes.  If  some  judges 
are  corrupt,  othms  may  be  so  too;  he  buieved 
nothing  ot  the  in&llilHli^  of  men  in  any  station. 


nnln  protested  agaust  the  doctrine  that 

/  had  power  to  set  aside  tbe  acta  of  this 

House:  and  even  If  he  had  at  first  been  tdendly 


Ibey  I 


the  Un,  this  bold  avowal  wonld  be  suffldait 
to  Induce  him  to  panse  before  be  voted  for  it. 
He  called  npm  genltanen  to  paoss  before  they 
took  a  step  so  important  He  would  first  M 
well  annred  that  tiie  peoi^  wish  this  dtange, 
befivB  he  could  be  pernuded  to  vote  for  it. 

So  the  amendment  wks  rdected. 

Mr.  IbBOKB  then  moved  the  fbUowtng  tcMilu' 
tlon: 

Bfolmd,  That  tbe  un  be  reoMBBAted  t*  Aa 


^Ogk 
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It  brougbt  it  io,  with  ui  Imtraction  so 
to  unend  it  u  to  diwiliugs  the  Judgei  of  th«  8u- 
prame  Court  from  fttteaduict  oa  the  Circuit  CoarU 
of  the  United  Sl»tei ;  to  proride  for  the  gnuliul 
reduction  of  their  preseol  number  to  firei  snd, 
further,  to  proride  k  Dniform  elBcleDt  iTBtem  for 
the  *dminiatiKtion  of  jastfce  in  the  tnftiior  coorti 
of  the  Uidted  Sute*. 


Fbidat,  JannaiT  SO. 
Jfaei/  Timber,  Se. 

Th«  reaolntioiiB  offered  jtattriaj,  by  Mr. 
HoLooHBB,  rMpeotaoK  Nmvj  timber,  were  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Stosbs  (Cbairmaa  of  the  OommiUee  on 
K&Tal  Aibin)  said  tb&t  be  wu  not  aware  that 
the  interests  of  the  serrioe  called,  at  this  time^ 
for  the  estimates  proposed^-that  there  iraa 
nothing  in  the  present  state  of  the  connti? 
which  required  uie  Honse  now  to  oonaidv  tM 
sobjeot  No  proposition  had  been  made,  to  his 
knowledge,  from  haj  qnarter,  to  enlarge  the 
existing  naral  establishmenL  It  wonld  be  in 
time  to  ezamiue  that  subject,  when  we  heard 
from  the  Executive  Department  that  it  was 
neoessar;  or  expedient  to  act  npon  it  The 
adoption  of  &e  first  reeolntion,  might  lead  to 
inferenoea  altogether  nnfoonded,  and  aotuallr 
iqjarions  to  the  Naval  terviceL  He  should, 
therefore,  vot«  against  that  resolution. 

Mr.  HoLocHBZ  said,  that  he  would  briefly  ez- 
plfdn  the  reaeom  which  bad  indnoed  him  to  sub- 
mit the  reetdutions  tmder  ocmsi<leration.  Frata 
information  reoeived  from  the  moat  reopeot- 
able  sonroee,  he  oould  inform  the  House  that 
the  Uve-oak  timbw  waa  rapidly  diaappearioc 
frcm  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Btates,  and 
that,  nnless  aome  deddre  meaanres  were  speed- 
ily adopted  for  tta  preaerratioii,  tfae  whole  sup- 
ply of  this  iovsluable  timber  would  be  entirely 
cut  off  in  a  few  years.  The  law  of  18SS,  Hr. 
E.  said,  was  totaUy  InoperatiTe ;  indeed,  it  was 
worse  tlian  useless.  He  was  assured'that  more 
of  the  live-oak  timber  had  been  removed,  per- 
haps thrioe  as  much,  in  the  fbw  years  whidh 
have  followed  its  euaotment  than  for  any  saina 
number  of  years  before  that  period.  This  was 
owing,  he  presumed,  to  tfae  spprehenrion  of  the 
agents  of  forugn  ehipyarda,  that  this  law  was 
to  be  oonsidered  as  an  indication  that  Oongress 
waa  determioed  to  preserve  its  public  timber, 
and  hence  they  had  avi^led  Uiemselvea  of  the 
lax  prorislons  of  the  existing  law,  and  made 
every  eSbrt  to  supply  theouelvee  abundantly, 
in  anticipation  of  future  wsnta.  And  such  had 
been  their  sucoese  in  proCDTiug  tlieir  timber, 
that  he  felt  warranted  in  asserting,  that  there 
was  more  good  live-oak  timber  to  be  found,  at 
this  moment,  ia  British  shipyards,  and  in 
other  siiaations  beyond  the  control  of  thisl3ov- 
emment,  than  waa  growing  on  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  at  least  in  aooenible  alna- 


tions.  Witb  such  &eta  before  him,  Mr.  H, 
thought  it  waa  a  subject  c^  propw  inquiiT, 
whether  eome  more  e^otual  measorea  than  ttM 
present  should  not  be  adopted  to  oecnre  ih^ 
timber  left ;  and  whether  it  would  not  be  p 
dent  to  provide  for  the  fhtore 

servioe,  in  the  manner  prt^osed 

tiona.  Thnlirnnalr.  ifprnprirljnnrnrnd.  JmHad 
of  deteriorating,  growa  better^-eo  he  waa  in- 
formed— for  a»   indefinite    period.      Mr.  E. 


V^ 


...  a»  indefinite  penod.  Mr.  H. 
a^  (and  the  Hoose,'  he  perfectly  knew,  wa 
aware  of  the  &ct)  that  the  suppW  of  Eve-oak 
is  limited,  and  ia  not,  like  the  whtte-o«k,  and 


Statea,  and  Uie  margin  of  the  Qnlf  of  Mesieo. 
With  inch  views,  Mr.  H.  had  presented  dw 
resolution^  and  hoped  they  wonld  bo  adopted 

Tbe  qneetion  waa  then  taken  on  the  first  re^ 
ohttion,  and  carried  in  the  affimuUiv»~«yea 
Cituoeseo. 

Tbe  oaeetini  then  bang  on  the  aeoood  r«o- 
lution,  Mr.  Stokbs  observed  that  be  had  no  ob- 
jection to  horliuc  this  infbnnation  obtained; 
but  he  doubted  ifit  waa  a  prraer  oonrse  fbr  this 
House  to  call  on  one  of  uie  Heads  of  Depart 
ments  to  know  if  legisIattMt  is,  or  is  not,  necee- 
sary  on  a  given  subjeot.  It  waa  at  all  tiinaa 
proper  to  <Mi  on  him  for  &ctH  which  wcr«  offi- 
cially within  Us  knowledge;  but  it  ^ as  evi- 
denUy  unbecoming  for  the  House  of  R^troaent- 
atives  to  ask  any  Head  of  D«iartment  how  they 
shaQ  perform  their  duty.  He  therefore  moved 
to  amend  tile  resolution  by  striking  out  "  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,"  and  Ineerting,  in  lien 
thereof^  "  the  Ootnmittee  on  Naval  Affiun." 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to,  and  Qm  iw- 
olntion,  as  amended,  was  tben  adopted. 

DeeeoK  iffMr.  jRirre%. 
Mr.  SmvBBOs,  of  Pennsylvania,  roe^  and 
said- 
Mr.  Spujcik:  I  rise  to  announce  tbe  nnpks»- 
ant  infoimation  of  tlie  death  of  one  oT  my  otd- 
leagues,  Mr.  Fatsiok  FAnaaur,  a  genUeman 
known  here  from  having  acted  as  a  member  <i 
this  Honse  for  several  yeore,  and  who  had  becsi 
ag^  returned  as  one  of  the  members  from 
Pennsylvania.  He  died  at  Kttsborg,  on  the 
ISth  of  this  month,  on  his  way  to  take  his  seat 
in  thiabody. 

Mr.  Ibo&ax  B^d,  the  annunciation  of  the 
death  of  a  f^tow  member,  who  had  been  aaao- 
(uated  with  us,  by  tbe  voice  of  his  conatitneot^ 
in  our  labors  for  tJie  oommoa  good  of  our 
countfy,  cannot  fiiil  to  excite  the  sympatbetia 
sennbilitdes  of  our  nature,  which  I  am  peranaded 
would  induce  tbe  members  of  tliis  Houae  to  aih 
oord  the  customary  teetimoniala  of  reelect  to 
the  memory  of  my  venerated  colleague.  Bu^ 
with  those  who  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
his  worth,  many  of  whom  I  now  see  aronnd  iM^ 
there  must  be  additional  motives  for  paying  re- 
spect to  his  memory,  not  only  in  tbe  ezliibiti<at 
of  suitable  external  forms,  but  throngh  the  ia> 
dnlgeooe  of  the  beet  aSeotiona  of  the  honuB 
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v«ll  u  did  tlie  Itninble  indiTidnal  upon  whom 
las  devolved  tits  meltmoliolT  datj  of  ftddreoriog 
ron  on  this  oomrioD,  wUl  bear  me  totimony 
bat  hU  dianoter  combined  an  ueodatloa  it 
he  most  eaUmaUe  qnelities  of  hnmud^— -an 
tmiableneai  of  dispoaitioii,  nnsnlUed  integritj, 
ud  inflexible  Tirta<^  adorned  bj  a  bighly  cu- 
Ivated  and  IngennoQa  IntelUgenoe.  But  itia 
tot  fbr  me  to  attempt «  delineation  of  tiie  vir- 
neaofeoezcdlentaiiuiD,  ao  devoted  a  p^riot. 
:  beg  pernuarioo.  tlwrefbrcs  only  to  add,  ftir  the 
nformatlMi  of  the  House,  that,  ever  anxkMU  to 
n  irbera  hie  dntj  sailed  him,  the  deeeased  1^ 
lb  raaidenoe  abcmt  the  eommenoement  of  the 
reaent  eeerioD,  vilh  a  view  to  take  his  Be*t 
moDff  Ds.  He  had  traTelled,  on  his  jomnej  to 
his  MetropoliB,  as  &r  as  the  ei^  of  l^ttaborg, 
rbera  ho  waa  aireeted  bj  the  haiid  trf  a  disease 
rhioh  terminated  his  Jonnw;  of  lift,  at  the  time 
tated  by  mj  vorthy  ocdleagne.  He  waa,  there- 
i»re,  in  the  -wkj  of  his  dnty  as  a  member;  he 
raa  entitled  b;  the  law  and  the  oonstltntion  to 
he  privileges  of  a  m«nber;  and  the  ease, 
bmgh  not  preoiselr  that  of  a  member  dying 
ifter  his  arrival  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  Is 
iltog^MT  anali^oa,  w)d  in  no  material  dr- 
nraiBlanoe  disUngnidiable  from  it.  There  la, 
lowever,  a  class  of  ossee  embraciog  a  wider  ex- 
eat, in  whldi  the  Honse,  with  nnanimi^, 
wccffded  the  eastomarr  testimonials  of  reepeot. 
'.  allude  to  the  well-known  case  of  the  ever-t»- 
le-lamented  Mr.  Lowin>n,  and  others,  whidi  I 
leed  only  mention  to  bring  to  the  reooUeotion 
pf  the  Honse.  Bnt  I  will  not  do  iDJostiee  to  tbe 
iroper  sensibilities  of  any  membM',  bv  antlcn- 
latin^  ot^eotions  to  the  reedotion  whidt  I  now 
nbmit  for  the  eonsiderati(A  tf  the  Hoose. 

(The  motion  of  Mr.  Imshaji  was,  in  efbot, 
hat,  in  tcfltimoOT  of  re^>eat  fbr  the  memory  of 
ir.  Faxbellt,  the  members  of  this  Honse 
ronid  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  tlie  space 
rf' thirty  days.] 

The  resolntum  was  onanimonily  adopted. 

And  then  tlie  Hooae  ac|]onnied. 

Batobdat,  JuruiXT  Sl> 
Mr.  BiOKBt,  from  the  Committee  on  Kaval 
IlSUts,  made  the  following  report : 

"  The  Committee  on  y&val  AflUm,  to  whom  was 
eferred  the  memorid  of  bue  FhU^  formerly  ■ 
'ort  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  IJidtad  Stales,  re- 
pedfdlly  report : 

"  That  the  memoiiallst  wu  appointed  a  Captain 
a  the  Navy,  an  the  tliird  day  of  July,  1708,  and 
Tdered  to  tlie  command  of  the  sloop  of  war  Balti- 
lore,  then  employed  od  the  Amerion  cout ;  and, 
lariiig  her  cruise,  vbils  conTeyins  sevenl  Ameri- 
u  mercbaittmen  to  tbe  Havana,  ahe  fell  in  with  a 
Iriliah  aquadron  near  tbat  port,  under  the  com- 
land  of  Commodore  Lorios,  by  whose  ordera  die 
nu  Iroarded  by  a  British  heutcnant  and  party  of 
sen,  who  mnatered  her  crew  and  took  away  a  nmn- 
erofhersfamen.    On  the  fetnm  of  the  memorialist 
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to  the  United  States,  he  was,  by  an  order  addmasd 
to  him  by  the  then  Becretary  of  tbe  Navy  Depart- 
ment, on  the  loth  day  of  Jaooary,  1T99,  dismissed 
from  the  Naval  service  ibr  alleged  misconduct  on 
that  ooeaiioi).    He  now  prays  to  be  restored  to  liis 


Department ;  and  that  tbe  letter  of  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  was  written  without  the  antboritj  or 
knowledge  of  the  President.  That  the  circumstan- 
ces under  which  he  was  placed,  when  his  command 
of  said  doop  was  violated,  were  such,  for  the  rea- 
SODS  alleged  by  him,  that  bis  dismission  was  not 
Justified  by  any  misconduct  on  his  part;  and  that 
tbe  beootive  Depa; 
separate  Umfh 
by  Court  UsrtiaL 

"  Tbe  oomoutteear^ttf  opinion,  that  it  wonld  be 
whoOy  unsafe  to  act  upon  tlie  snggestioa  that  the 
order  reCerred  to  waa  Issued  wittout  andMritj; 
and  that.  If  tbe  sul^ect  of  relief  to  the  memorialist 
waa  evcD  jiroperly  addressed  to  the  Legislative 
power  of  CoDgreas,  yet  tbe  lapse  of  time  sjoce  this 
order  was  issued,  his  acquiescence  nntil  this  period, 
and  tbe  coDSequent  ii^uHous,  If  not  unjust,  dis- 
turbance  of  rank  which  might  be  produced  In  the 
Nav^  service,  present  insuperable  objeotlont  to  any 
examination  of  the  oircainstanees  wbloh,  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Preddeot,  required  that  eiercise  of 
ExeculiTa  authority  in  the  case  of  tbe  memorisl- 
lit. 

"The  committee,  theiefore,  reeommsnd  to  the 
House  the  foUowmg  resolution : 

"  BttolBtd,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw bis  petition." 

The  report  waa  read,  and  laid  ixi  the  table. 

The  House  a^onneo. 

MoBVAT,  Jixvan  38. 

Vr.  PotK  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gUatnte  of  the  Bl*te  ot  TeuMSMC^  praying  of 
Oongreaa  a  relinqniahmmt  of  the  title  of  die 
United  Statea  to  oerudn  vacant  lands  within  the 
territory  of  that  Btato ;  to  be  ^>propriated  by 
the  l^ialatore  Hitnot,  to  the  pnrpoeea  of  eda- 
oatlon. 

Mr.  HcCoT  sud  he  did  not  see  the  neoeeri^ 
of  referring  the  memorials  aUnded  to  to  a  adeet 
committee.  It  oocnrred  to  htm  that  tbe  Oom- 
mittee  on  the  Pnblio  Lands  was  the  one  to 
which  they  shonld  be  reltrred.  He  therofbre 
moved  their  refsrenoe  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Polk  said,  that  he  apprehended  ths 
gendeman  from  Viivinia,  In  moving  liie  refkr- 
enee  of  the  memorials  to  the  standing  Oom- 
mittee  on  Pnblio  Landa  did  not  antidpato  the 
great  labor  which  vronld  devolve  npoo  uie  eom- 
mittoe  to  whom  this  snbjoct  was  referred,  In 
BTrmiinlng  the  nnmeroQS  sod  eompler  land  lawa 
as  well  of  the  Stato  of  North  Carolina  aa 
of  the  State  of  TeDnessee,  necessarily  oon> 
nected  with  the  tobject-matter  of  the  memo- 
rials, and  tbe  examination  of  which  it  was  im- 
portant to  make,  in  order  to  enable  Oongreea 


honor  in  part  to  represent.    He  would,  mr  the 
infwmatlon  of  the  Hoose,  briefly  atate  Uw  U»- 
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torj  of  tboM  Uw%  ud  tbe  nitim  of  the 


» pnMnt 

UM  ID»- 


^ldk»tioii  to  OongTMa,  ocn 
moriali.  Iiil789,  tbeSUtotrflTorthOaTdiDa, 
M  well  M  aome  of  the  other  Bt«tM  in  tho  Union, 
ceded  to  the  GoTennncat  of  the  TJuited  States  e 
pordon  of  their  unsettled  terrltorf,  with  a  view 
to  aid  the  General  Government  then  embar- 


BbtoIqUod.  Bat  North  Oorolins,  in  her  act  of 
oeerion,  reserred  to  beraelf  the  right  to  isEne 
militar;  warranty  and  to  aati^  the  oUimi  of 
bar  BerolntionaiT  aoldiert,  out  of  territory  thus 
ceded.  la  1796,  TenneMee,  Including  within 
her  limiti  the  t^rtitorj  thu  oeded  t^  North 
Oarolina,  waa  admittsd  into  the  Union  aa  a  fMe 
«id  aorereign  Btate,  and  yaa  plaoed  apon  an 
equal  fbo&ig  with  her  dater  States.  In  1804, 
a  compact  was  entered  into  between  the  States 
of  Kwth  Carolina  and  TeoDeseee,  which  wae 
Bnhaeqnentlf  ratified  by  Congress,  wberebj- 
TenneMse  was  aothorited  and  andertook  to 
laaoe  grants  and  perfect  titlea,  on  all  the  bona 
Ada  cLuQu  of  North  Carolina,  chargeable  upon 
tlie  territorj  witbin  her  limits  bj  Tirtoe  of  the 
oeseion  act  of  1789.  The  GoTeniment  of  the 
United  States  b^g  well  aatiafled  of  the  impof^ 
tanee  <rf  education  among  the  great  body  of  the 
peoi^  in  a  Goremment  like  tbia,  and  that  the 
wourity  and  dnnUU^  of  all  oor  Bepnblican 
Inatitnuoni  most  rest  npon  an  intelUgent  and 
Tirtooos  Tecmenrr,  liad,  prerions  to  that  time, 
■dmted  the  poUoy  of  making  liberal  donations 
to  we  aBTeral  Statea,  for  the  promotion  ttf  leam- 
ing  and  the  diffbdixi  of  adence.  The  aame 
THMi<7  has  been  dnee  pnrsned ;  and  the  same 
uberalit;  was  intended  to  baTO  been  extended 
toTenneaaee,  that  haa  been  to  bar  dsterStatea; 
and,  for  this  pnrpose,  by  an  act  of  Congresa, 
paaaed  in  the  year  18M,  dx  hundred  and  tartj 
acres  of  land  were  direoted  to  be  1^  oS  within 
«Tei7  lix  miles  aqnare,  in  a  elTen  territory, 
within  the  limits  of  Tennessee,  £npiated  in  the 
KOt  to  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  sehocds,  for 
tlte  instmodon  of  children,  forever.  Tbii 
benevolent  donation  of  Congress,  owing  to  the 
great  nomber  of  North  Carolina  olaims  charge- 
able upon  the  t«rrit«wy  within  whidi  the  school 
lands  were  direoted  to  be  Ud  off^  and  ttom 
other  oaoBes,  had  been  bat  partaaliy  realiied. 
Bnt  few  of  Uie  sohod  tracts  hare  been  laid  afS, 
and  tbos  a  great  defldenoy  ezists  In  the  amonnt 
of  Bohool  lands,  intended  to  be  givoi  by  tbe  act 
<rf  Ccmgreea  of  1806  to  the  State  of  Tennesaee, 
fbrtheporposMrfednoation.    It  waa  to  aopply 


the  first  seadon  of  tlie  M^teenth  Congress,  and 
by  the  menKMial  which  had  Jnst  ben  preaaDted, 
adopted  at  a  i«oakt  session  of  her  L^isUtnre, 
asked  <tf  the  Congresa  of  the  United  States  a 
rdbqniahment  <tf  title  to  the  remuning  vacant 
and  nnappropriated  lands  within  ber  liiuta.  pro- 
Tidon  havinK  been  made,  as  she  believed,  for 
the  satjsfaotion  of  all  the  bona  fide  claims  of 
Eorth  Oandina,    The  remdning  lands  tiM  were 


vacant,  wwe  goierally  very  poc^  1^  in  dfc 
tadnd  paredi^  and  wonU  be  no  oUeet  lo  0* 
Unit«d  Btatea;  bat,if  pntatthed^xdliixKf 
the  State  of  Temuaaee,  wonld  inpartnp^O* 
defldMU?  which  existed  in  tbs  sobod  taL 
At  the  fiiat  aeadosi  of  the  IQgfatcMith  Ooap^ 
wbcsi  tUs  sottJeetwas  first  pnssated  to  Ci» 
greaa,  Mr.  P.  said,  haondeiatoDdBaaadiiB% 
bad  existed  in  couaeqnencecf  eertdn  iMamt 
having  been  satisfied,  whidi  were  itsasd  t«  it 
Univerdty  of  North  Oandina,  predicated  i|<a 
eervioee  rendered  by  acMiaraof  the  Nortiiui^ 
Una  line,wbo  w«n  add  to  be  dead,  and  wbta 
blood  was  extine^  th^  having  d 


jahad  ref»ed  to  satisfy ;  bsfievinftH* 

did,  that  they  were  not  pioperl^  dmgMUi 
npon  the  tcrnlocy  witliin  her  Inoitti  %  At 
twtns,  and  the  tme  intent  and  meanng  i^  tbi 
act  of  oeadonof  1789.  TUBdiffimltr,bowna', 
he  nnderstood  had  been  rmoved,  by  a  ncoA 
act  of  the  Legi8latDreofTenneaBM,t7TliiA« 
nnderstanding  was  likely  to  take  iuaM,bet*M 
tbe  Univerd^ofNi^th  Caratina  and  titt  Bull 
of  Tennessee.  From  this  brief  and  lnvvM 
oDtUne  of  tbe  otfjeot  <tf  the  nMDorid,  ud  tM 
history  of  the  land  titles  of  (he  two  8tM 
(Nortii  Carolina  awl  TameaMS,)  as  eouiciMl 
with  it,  he  hoped  tbfl  gottlemsn  tma  Tn^ 
wonld  see  the  great  Idxir  whiobvooUlM^ 
poaed  vpoa  the  committee  to  wbcm  At  an" 
ject  should  be  r^tered,  and  hoped  he  mnian 
fiirtbw  preaa  the  reforenee  of  the  menHnl  H 
the  Ownmtttee  on  the  PnUio  Ludt.  H* 
committee  had  already  mooh  bndne«  M''** 
f(«ocodd«ntion,  and,  he  feared,  ifthsiiMi»> 
WM  referred  to  that  oonunitlee,  it  could  BOt 
be  examined  and  rep    '  '  -^--.i— i^ 

their  other  duties  d 
It  was  asulijeotoi' 


to  that  oonunitlee,  »  <»^  ? 
md  reported  on,  oMdaUatlrviu 
ntiee  dnring  the  immt  ■*»■ 
»ot  of  ocmdoeraUe  iolsml  K^ 


the  General  Govenunent,  ot  any  of  ^^ 
States  of  the  Union;  bnt,  on  the  ixnm 
granting  the  prayer  of  the  memorid,  ^'™^ 
promotiiig  the  polity  pnnaed  eyer  s"!*?* 
fonndation  of  the  GoTemment,  ot  ^T^ 
knowledge,  and  promoting  ednoslwn  la  »■ 
several  States.  Bnt  it  waa  onneoeaesrj  W^ 
aider  tbe  general  qnestion  npon  a  tow*  ^"^ 
of  referMioe;  that  wonld  be  more  proiwr^ 
SDljeot  ot  oondderation  hereafter,  ^/f? 
ooounittee^  to  whom  he  I"*?"**^  *°J[*taS 
memorial  and  who  wonld  have  no  '*">'^ 
ness htf^  thev,  oonld  ocnudderit  stW'^ 
day;  and  after  fully  InvestigaliDg  the  Bit||«^ 
oonld  report  the  reanJt  of  their  ddiber»Ii«>V" 
as  to  have  the  subject  finally  acted  on  M^ 
the  present  ee^on.  He  hoped,  tiierefor^ 
the  motion  he  had  made  to  refer  the  antljW "" 
a  select  oommlttee,  wonld  prevail 

When,  tbe  question  bdng  taken,  ths  av^ 
rial  was  refferred  to  a  Select  Oommia^|j; 
following  gentiemen  wpointed  tfl  ownjx*  , 
same;  HeSsrs.  PoLX,^miW,  Bos8,iu«* 
Tenn.,  Bouoa,  Fznx,  Datd. 
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jAnAKT,  1826.] 
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Judiaary  B^tteia. 

The  Eohm  then  passed  to  tbe  nn&niahed 
boHuieM  of  yeBterdaj,  which  wu  the  con- 
rideration  of  the  Teeolntlon  offered  bj  lb. 
ICiBOBB,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  extend  the 
Jndicial  System  of  the  United  Statee,  with 
ioBtnidaoiia,  bo. 

Ht.  Bdboss,  in  riring  to  ftddren  the  Oh^, 
•aid:  This KreifttquMtlon (a  the  entire  Jndldarf 
of  the  Ui^ed  Ettates.  It  was  placed  befbre 
OongiesB  hj  the  Preeideut;  baa  been  hj  this 
House  referred  to  the  appropriate  oommittee ; 
■nd  they  have  deb^ed  to  ns  the  great  Jodiciat 
diseases  of  the  oonntrj,  and  propoaed,  by  thia 
bill,  a  remedy  fiff  them.  It  therMbra  ooDcems 
the  administration  of  iiitiona]inBtioe,and  oorat' 
tention  is  moreover  loudly  called  to  n  by  a  great 
and  respectable  portion  of  the  American  people. 

The  resolntion  moved  by  tlie  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  YirginU  (Mr.  Uxboeb)  proposes  a 
recommitment  of  the  whole  snbjeot ;  to  the 
intent  that,  the  Judiciary,  built  &t  several 
times,  and  in  distinct  parcels,  may  be  re-edified 
Into  one  great  whole,  and  accommodated  to  the 
present  and  fature  wants  of 'the  natdon.  The 
system  of  the  bill  is  a  Supreme  Ooort,  holding 
one  term  only,  each  year,  ritting  at  Washing- 
ton only,  and  beginning  that  teim'on  tlie  flrat 
Monday  of  Tebnituy,  as  now  ts  done ;  a  Olr- 
cnit  Oonrt,  aocording  to  the  present  oircalts, 
and  fl>ar  new  ones  to  be  formed  from  the  dr- 
onit  and  the  districts  comprehending  the  nine 
States  in  the  Valley  of  the  UisriseippL  These 
ten  circaita  are  to  embrace  all  Uie  ustricta  in 
the  United  States,  excepting  those  of  West 
New  York,  West  Fennsylvania,  and  West  Yir- 
glnia,  alone.  In  every  district  but  these 
three,  district  jndgu  alone  shall  be  compelled 
to  sostain  disbict  Jnrisdiction  only,  hmd  dis- 
trict rank,  and  reouve  dtstrtot  salary ;  in  these 
three,  wiu  the  same  pay,  and  the  same  nak, 
they  shall  be  obliged  to  ^rform  dronit  dnlies, 
and  ETiEtain  circnit  jnrudiotion.  In  each  of 
the  other  districts,  formed  into  ten  oironits. 
Justice  shall  be  admiDist«red  by  a  circnit  Jndge, 
BQBtsininff  the  Jmrisdicljon,  holding  the  rank, 
and  receiving  the  salary  of  a  circnit  Jndg& 
and  a  supreme  Judge,  at  the  same  time,  and 
these,  unitod  together,  shall  form  a  Supreme 
Court  of  ten  Judges,  These,  sir,  are  the  pecn- 
Bar  provinoDS  of  the  bilL 

Throughout  the  whole  debate,  the  appoten 
of  the  system  of  the  resolution  misconiwive, 
for  they  continually  misstate  tlie  oli]ec1donB 
made  by  the  oppoeers  of  the  system  of  the  bilL 
They  call  them,  Ist,  A  denid  of  Justice.  3d. 
They  pronounce  them  to  be  the  eame  oppres- 
aive  measur«e  which  orifrinated  the  war  or  In- 
dependence. 8d.  They  denounoe  sgsinst  them 
thelextalionis,  4th.  They  warn  them  that  their 
Bnpreme  Court  will  become  odious  to  the  people. 
Does  the  present  system  deny  Justice  to  any 
nan  t  Extra  Jodici^  causes  may  obstruct  the 
course  of  it ;  but  is  that  a  denitd  of  the  right 
to  Justice  itself  I    As  well  may  they  say,  that^ 


because  the  snaga  and  aawyere  of  their  riven 
obstruct  the  passage  of  their  vessels  upon  them, 
GoTenment,  nidesB  she  remore  those  obstrao- 
tions,  denies  the  right  of  these  people  to  navi- 
gate those  waters.  The  oppoeers  of  this  biQ 
are  not  answerable  for  the  inconvenient  struo- 
ture  and  slow  movements  of  the  old  Jndida^ 
machine,  or  the  dinunidied  qnantity  of  work 
produced  by  its  operations.    Neither  do  thej 

Sropose  to  repur  it  by  some  two  or  three  ad- 
itiional  wheels,  or  any  quantity  of  supplo- 
mental  gearing.  They  do  not  believe  It  wottii 
repfdring ;  or  that  any  amount  of  costs  wdll  put 
it  in  oonditioQ  to  do  the  judicial  work  of  the 
nation  even  "pretty  welv'  for  any  thin^  like 
"twenty  years."  They  propose  to  rebuild  it 
on  the  true  oonstitntional  model;  and  accom- 
modate its  structures,  speed,  and  production, 
to  Uie  movemenia  and  wants  of  the  present,  ann 
probable  future,  condition  of  the  nation.  Adopt 
the  system  of  the  resolution,  and  yon  wOl  have 
no  obstruction,  no  delay,  no  denial  of  Justice. 

What  is  there,  in  the  oi^oaition  to  tiiis  bill, 
t>eaembling  the  nnfiwiiiig  and  oppreeiriTe  canaw 
of  the  Bevolnllonary  wart  Are  the  (»poaen 
kingat  Are  the  advocates  of  it  th^odonistit 
Do  these  men.  at  their  own  pleasure,  appoint 
|«y,  and  dispuoe,  the  Judges  of  those  oonrtat 
Do  they  derive  them  of  ttie  trial  by  Jury :  at 
do  they,  for  trial,  transport  them  out  of  the 
vicinage,  and  beyond  sea  I  These  were  among 
tiie  causes  which  prodnoed  the  war  of  the 
Revolutiou;  and  separated  theee  States  from 
the  parent  nation.  What  in  this  prooedur* 
resembles  those  causes  i  Tet  this  parallel  has 
been  drawn  in  this  House;  and  the  aketch, 
such  as  it  is,  published,  sent  ovw  our  ootmby. 
and  will  be  spread  OPer  Europe.  "  On  eaf^ar 
wings,  immortal,  aoandale  fly.''  The  next  Im- 
portation ttfreviewa,  will  briiw  Qs  a  prtrfbnnd 
aiseonrse  on  the  probable  dinmloa  tit  theM 
States;  so,  and  ao  troasly,  do  we  abnse 
"  Heaven's  first,  beet  ^n  to  man,"  language — 
the  rich  medinra,  by  which  alone  any  pcnticm 
of  the  treasured  camtal  of  intelleetnal  opulenM 
can  be  circulated  in  the  world.  We  debaae  It 
to  the  very  offloee  of  the  ndser's  woollen  pmsa^ 
which,  elastic  in  Ite  texture,  adheres  closely  to 
his  thumb  and  finger,  oantiously  tntrodncea  to 
extract  a  fonr^enoe  half-penny;  or  stretoheB 
to  the  extendedhand  of  his  heb,  thrust  in  m 
to  his  elbow,  to  dutch,  and  draw  out  a  flst  fnU 
of  eagles.  Well  might  the  lad  swear  "Ida 
idster  shonld  have  no  name ;  because  a  name 
was  a  word,  and  a  wori  might  be  abused ;  and 
Bohla  sister's  good  name  might  ooma  to  be 
abased  by  every  olown." 
Why  are  the  oppoaen  of  this  un  from  tli» 

"Old  Thirteen"  threatened  with  retaUaUcsL 
br  its  advocates,  from  the  New  Btatesi 
Whom,  and  what,  do  they  menaoel  Th«ir 
brethren  and  the  iKime of  their  ftrihers.  "They 
went  out  frtnn  ua,"  not  "becanae  they  were 
not  of  us,"  They  are  still  children  of  the  great 
household,  though  settled  upon,  and  oultivat- 

ing,  different  aUotmenta  of  the  eonmum  li^ 
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beriUDce.  Their  paternal  iepnlchrea  are  with 
hi:  Bod  will  they  leAT«  iw  afen«  to  defend 
them  I  The  SoTthian,  though  he  miKht  not 
fight  for  hia  pastnre,  bis  flocks,  or  his  tent, 
yet,  when  retreat  had  bronKbt  him  i>aok  to  the 
grave  of  his  father,  would  he  there,  bj  that 
onuecrated  mound,  and  in  dehnoe  of  it.  make 
the  deadly  atand,  and  mortal  battle,  when, 
in  OUT  sober  antamns,  thej  vimt  na,  as  thej 
often  do,  they  see  the  frail  memorial  yet  stand- 
ing on  the  green  hill-side ;  and  may  ttiere  read 
many  a  holy  legend  "that  teaoh  the  matic 
moralist  to  £e." 

"The  time  will  come,"  theyexdidm,  "when 
Uie  Government  shall  be  agitated  to  the  very 
centre ;  and  we  may  want  some  boon,  like  that 
now  demanded  by  them."  The  penloas  day 
may  indeed  arrive,  when  onr  oommon  coimtry, 
debased  by  Inzory,  agitated  by  faction,  harden- 
ed by  ambition,  arrogant  by  power,  shall  not, 
by  piling  all  the  nuu^  and  monntainona  weight 
of  our  laws  and  institations,  upon  this  gigantic 
and  bloody  brotherhood  of  crime  and  alanghter, 
be  able  to  hold  them  down  anbdned.  In  this 
tremendons  day  of  national  agitation  and  jeop- 
ardy, will  these  men,  or  the  sons  of  these  men, 
be  fonnd  wanting!  They  wiQ  not.  We  are 
all  embarked  in  one  great  national  vessel, 
bonnd  on  one  great,  and,  we  hope,  lon^  and 
prosperons  natitmol  voyage.  Will  they,  va  the 
night  of  atorm,  throw  overboard  onr  ehare  of 
the  cargo,  with  the  vain  hope  of  preeervinK 
their  own)  We  know  they  will  not.  Wifl 
they,  on  some  lee  shore,  scuttle  the  ship,  to 
terminate  the  voyage  I  Will  they,  in  the  hoar 
(tf  aaaailment  or  battle,  poll  down  the  colors, 
and  g^ve  av  the  ship !  In  God's  name,  we  say, 
we  blow  they  will  not  •Why,  then,  iheae  Tm- 
availing  threats  I  Brave  men  should  never 
use  them  to  brave  men.  Leave  them  fbr  the 
Moommodation  of  those  who  "  die  many  timee 
before  their  death." 

Will  the  time  then  come,  when  onr  Snpreme 
Oonrt  shall  be  odiona,  noleas  the  Jndges  of  it 
oontkme  t«  perform  their  own,  and  the  ad- 
ditional dntiea  of  Circnit  Oonrt  ind^  I  This 
doctrine  is  nnknown  to  the  constitution.  That 
projects  a  Sapreme  Judicial  Court;  separate, 
and  inpervlBing  all  oonrta  of  inferior  Jnrisdic- 
tion.  Will  it  become  odiona  beoansa  it  is  sa- 
preme? Because  neither  the  Executive  nor 
Legislative  arm  can  demolish  or  diminish  ite 
power,  or  move  a  finger  within  the  pale  of  its 
jurisdiction  t  Or  will  it  become  odious,  be- 
cause it  was  eatabliahed  to  protect,  and  will 
probably  forever  protect,  the  people  from  the 
nsnrpations  of  their  own  national  servants! 
Should  it  become  odious  because  stationary, 
and  Jealousy  may  lead  the  nation  to  sospect 
that  it  is  influenced  by  "  the  powers  that  be," 


onr  conntry,  that  the  people  may  sea  and 
know  they  will  then  reverence,  this  hallowed 
ark  of  our  national  covenant. 


it  cannot  be  odiona,  so  long  ae  it  ia  mled  by 
the  Haishalls  and  the  Btorys  of  onr  conntzy. 
I  do  not  name  these  gentlemen,  in  derogatica 
of  other  Judges  of  that  tribunal,  but  bei^nse  I 
have  the  honor  and  pleasnre  of  acqo^ntanea 
with  oue  of  them,  and  because,  not  bo  know 
the  character  of  the  other,  would  argn«  mjsdf 
more  unknown,  than,  bumble  as  I  am,  I  can 
willingly  acknowledge  myself  to  bo. 

The  third  great  reason,  sir,  offered  in  support 
of  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  is,  that  they  will 
equalize  a  knowledge  of  6t«t«  laws.  Tbit 
argument  ia  unaound.  Because,  let.  No  audi 
inequality  eziste;  and,  2d.  If  it  did,  ik» 
meuiod  here  proposed,  would  not  affi»d  a 
remedy  for  it.  Oonrider,  if  yon  please,  At, 
what,  by  his  oath,  a  iuoge  of  the  Baprenw 
Court  is  fairly  presumea  to  know ;  the  extent 
and  variety  of  his  law  learning.  Eitlier  by 
original  jurisdiction,  or  appeal,  come  before 
him,  lat  All  causes  of  AmbBBsadoiB,  other 
public  lljnisl«rs.  and  CoubqIb.  Here  may  1m, 
and  is,  required,  extenrive  knowledge  of  tba 
laws  of  natious.  Sd.  All  cases  iu  law  or  eqmty. 
Ibe  requirements  of  theee,  will  spread  before 
him  all  the  priociples  of  the  common,  and  all 
the  principles  of  the  civil  law.  These  two 
greet  codea,  dividing  the  empire  of  almost  the 
whole  civilized  world,  not  by  perpetual  wa^ 
like  the  German  and  Roman,  who  originated 
them,  but  with  a  peaceable  common,  and,  in 
many  oountries,  a  concurrent,  dominion — re- 
main to  nations  as  a  kind  of  imperishable  me- 
morial of  the  concjuests  of  mind,  when  thoM  of 
arms  have  long  smce  ceased  to  have  place  on 
the  earth.  They  remain  to  these  United  Stoles, 
and  to  each  of  them.  They  were  brougjit  to 
this  country  by  our  ancestors;  who  shared 
them  with  dieir  countrymen,  as  an  inalienaUs 
portion  of  their  political  heritage.  They  are 
the  great  elements  of  all  the  laws  of  all  the 
States.  Wherever  a  drop  of  Saxon  blood  cir- 
culates in  American  veins,  there,  the  folks' 
law,  the  people's  law,  the  common  law,  is  the 
citizen's  birthright  There,  too,  the  civil  law, 
the  coutroUiug  and  ameliorating  prrnciples  of 
equity  and  gwd  conscience,  are  found  eoA  wo- 
jojfA.  These  mark  out,  and  designate,  all  the 
rights  of  persona,  and  rights  of  uiings,  to  be 
cherished  and  protected ;  and  all  the  wrongs 
of  persons,  and  wrongs  of  things,  to  be  es- 
chewed and  punished ;  and,  moreover,  covtf 
them  all  with  a  great  and  nealiug  system  of 
protection  and  remedy.  No  man  can  be  de- 
v^»d  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  tribunal  of  our 
country,  without  comprehensive,  minute,  and 
extensive  knowledge  of  these  laws.  8d.  The* 
cases  are  to  arise  under  the  constitution.  This 
judge  must,  then,  make  himself  acquainted 
with  every  various  construction  of  that  instn- 
ment ;  and  be,  iu  all  respects,  a  great  constitn- 
tional  lawyer.  4th.  Or  they  are  to  arise  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  for  a^judicatiw 
snob  cauaea,  therefore,  he  must  be  equally  and 
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profbnndl;  read  in  the  Iftws  snd  conatitation 
of  onr  coantr;.  6th.  All  cases  of  sdinirBlt7 
and  maritime  Jnrisdiotion  oome  before  him. 
The  priociples  goTarning  tliese  oases,  oompre- 
lk«nd  the  laws  of  iliipa,  freight,  wages,  inanr- 
ttnoe,  pri^e,  ranaom,  aalvage ;  and  aU  the  laws 
of  the  eea,  now  extant,  originating  rinoe  the 
Ph(Bnician  mariner  first  sprrad  his  porple  pen- 
non  to  the  light  braere  of  the  Levant;  or, 
more  adTentorona,  drove,  with  oar  and  mil, 
hia  foaming  prow  ont  betweea  the  pillare  of 
Hercnlea.  6th.  The  oonatitation,  lawa,  and 
treaties,  of  the  United  States,  are  the  snpreme 
law  of  the  land,  notwithstanding  the  conatita- 
tion and  lawa  of  anr  or  all  the  several  States, 
maj  conflict  with  uiem.  8nch  a  jndge  mnst, 
therefore,  have  studied  the  laws  of  every  State, 
BO  far  as  they  are  to  be  compared  with  the 
laws,  or  treaties,  or  constitution,  of  the  United 
States.  7th.  Oasea  where  a  State  is  a  party, 
come  before  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  originallj ;  but 
States  maj  be  made  parties  where  citizens  of 
-Qie  same  State  litigat«  land  tides  derived  from 
different  States ;  a  jndge  of  the  Snpreme  Court 
is,  therefore,  bonnd  to  snow  all  the  land  lava 
of  snoh  oases,  as  well  in  tliese  Western  States, 
as  all  others  in  the  Union.  8th.  Qnestiona 
between  States  ore  of  original  jnrisdiction  in 
the  Snpreme  Conrt  A  jndge  of  that  oonrt 
mnsL  therefore,  know  all  that  relates  to  origi- 
nal ooarter,  or  bonndary  law  of  each  State,  as 
well  aa  all  confirming  or  conflicting  State  law, 
(«  aiihndication,  on  all  anch  qneetiona  aa  mar 
oome  before  him,  on  trial  between  snch  high 
contending  parties.  How,  sir,  shall  be  mue 
himself  master  of  all  these  vsrions,  and  almost 
innnmerable  laws)  Vhy,  air,  tmly,  not  so 
moch  fVom  the  practice  of  courts,  orconveraation 
with  men,  as  from  books;  from  his  twen^ 
yean'  conversation  with  these  great,  and, 
Uiongh  silent,  yet  oommnnicative  mastera  of 
tiie  tresBOTed  erudition  of  fast  ages.  Can  he 
not,  then,  sir,  leam  what  it  may  fnrther  befit 
him  to  know,  of  Other  laws,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  by  the  same  diligence  t  Oan  he  not 
learn  this,  also,  from  books?  What  is  it! 
Why,  sir,  the  statute  alteration  of  the  common 
law  in  each  State,  and  their  oonrt  a^udications 
npon  such  Btatntes.  These  ore  all  centred 
in  tlieir  books,  or  in  the  records  of  snob  deci- 
riona.  These  nine  States  have  no  lex  non 
acripta ;  no  local  common  law ;  for  the  oldest 
of  them  is  not  forty,  and  the  youngest  not  five 
yean  of  age ;  and  no  usage  can  have  grown  np 
among  tbem  into  the  strength  and  vigor  of 
oommon  law,  in  aaj  time  less  than  that, 
"whereof  the  memory  of  man  ranneth  not  to 
the  contrary." 

Thia  bill  proposes  to  increase  the  Snpreme 
Oonrt,  originally  six,  but  now  seven,  by  add- 
ing three  new  jadges,  and  making  the  whole 
number  ten.  Con  this,  sir,  be  oonstitntionally 
done!  All  aapreme  judicial  power  is  now 
lodged  in  the  Supreme  Court.  What  judicial 
power  have  vou,  then,  ur,  to  confer  on  yonr 
three  new  judges  t    Oirotdt  Oonrt  power  yon 


certwnly  have ;  for  all  inferior  courts  are 
within  your  control ;  but  all  the  supreme  Judi- 
cial power  is  already  vested,  and  no  pul  of  it  can 
be  token  away.  The  Supreme  Coart  is  a  whole, 
in  all  its  parts,  its  properties,  its  extension,  its 
relations.  Have  you  the  power  to  alter  itt 
How,  then,  can  you  add  to  it!  Oi  is  it  that  won- 
derftal  entity  which  addition  to  it  does  not  in- 
crease, or  which,  multiplied  any  number  of 
times  by  itselli  would  eontinne  to  be  the  samet 
We  shall  all  acknowledge,  sir,  that  OongresB 
cannot  require,  by  Uw,  the  President  to  select 
a  Jndge  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  any  par- 
ticular district  or  part  of  the  United  States ; 
but  Congress  can  create  a  court  inferior  to  the 
Snpreme  Court,  and,  among  the  legal  qnaMcv 


This  may  be  the  Circnit  Court;.  1^  sir  yon 
then  annex  the  office  of  such  a  circuit  Judge  to 
that  of  a  judge  of  the  Snpreme  Court,  you  re- 
quire, by  law,  the  President  to  select  a  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  from  a  limited  and 
designated  district  of  the  United  States ;  that 
is  to  Bay,  fi«m  the  territorial  Jurisdiction  of 
such  drooit  judge.  The  coustitntional  power 
of  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  is  vested  in  the  m^orilr 
of  that  conrt ;  whatever  ahall  change  this 
relative  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  tbe 
□umber  creating  that  m^ority,  must  cbange 
the  vested  power  of  that  court,  and  must,  for 
that  reason,  be  nnconatitntional ;  but  fotir,  the 
m^ority  of  six,  is  two'thirds  of  that  conrt; 
whereas,  six,  tbe  m^*ority  of  ten,  is  less  than 
two-thirda  of  that  conrt.  Making  the  number 
of  judges  ten,  is,  therefore,  altering  tbe  power 
of  the  court,  vested  in  two-thirds  thereof  and 
giving  it  to  a  lesser  proportionate  number. 

What,  then,  sir,  the  advocates  of  the  syst«m  ttf 
the  bill  may  ask— What  shall  be  done!  The  op- 
posers  of  it  are  prepared  for  the  interrogaton-: 
Adopt  the  system  recommended  by  flie  resolu- 
tion. Bestorethe  constitution.  Trace  out,  and 
fill  up,  the  great  jndioiary  map  of  ITSflj  revise 
and  correct,  and  establisbjtbe  constitutional 
lines  of  the  law  of  1801.  We  are  told,  sir,  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  that  the  experi- 
ence of  a  single  year  overthrew  that  system. 
Was,  then,  tbe  system  of  1801  overthrown  by 
experience!  As  well  might  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman tell  us  that  brick,  and  granite,  and  mar- 
ble, are  improper  materials  for  houses,  and  pal- 
aces, end  temples;  because  experience  naa 
taught  na,  that,  at  some  times,  and  in  some 
places,  euthquakes  have  overthrown  and  de- 
molished such  buildings.  "  It  waa,"  says  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  Chidr- 
man  of  the  Judiciaiy  Committee,  "  repealed  in 
one  year  in  toto."  Was  it  because  that,  or  the 
law  on  wbidi  it  was  fonnded,  waa  "enacted  in 
the  hurried  session  of  the  summer  of  1789?" 
Because  it  was  boilt  on  false  analogies,  or  con- 
tained awkward  provimonst  That  session,  sir, 
was  begun  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  ended  on 
the  24th  of  September,  In  this  session,  of 
somewhat  more  than  rix  months,  those  iUnstri- 
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ona  men  enacted  twenitr-wven  Iswb,  and  paned 
three  resolatlons.  ww  thii  homed  legialo- 
tlonf  Wh7,  BIT,  11U117  a  OongreM,  dnoe  that 
period,  putting  no  extraordinary  vigor  or  hastj 
efibrt  to  the  work,  have,  in  leaa  time,  tent  Into 
the  vorld  a  le«ialative  progeny  of  from  two  to 
three  hundred  laws,  great  and  little.  What 
have  we  now,  rir,  valoable,  or  of  probable 
dnrability,  and  whioh  was  not  prodaoed  bj 
that  Oongreas,  at  tbat  aeedon !  The  FiacaL  the 
Foreign,  the  War,  the  Naval,  and  the  Jn^oial 
Department,  were  then,  ai^  hj  thoee  men, 
fomided,  erected,  and  flniahed.  Theae  great 
national  edifioes  have  stood,  and  I  tnitt  will 
continue  to  stand  :  for,  when  the  vandalism  of 
taction  sliall  demolish  them,  we  ehaU  oeaae  to 
be  a  nation.  Later  times,  it  ia  true,  have  add- 
ed, now  and  tben,  a  piece  of  tiling,  or  a  pateh 


erf,  and  other  variona  ornament  and  aooom' 
modation:  bat,  otiierwiae,  theae  valaable  edi- 
fices are  near^  as  cdd,  as  nnaltered,  and  quite 
sa  venerable,  aa  the  ocoutitation  itaelC  "Awk- 
ward providona  and  blae  analogiea,"  do  we 
call  anj  part  of  the  Jndioiair  act  of  that  aea- 
rionl  It  wa^  rir,  indited  bj  the  Ellawortha 
and  Hamiltona  of  thoee  timea-^nen,  whoae 
poliUoal  little  finger  waa  larger  than  thelcrfma 
of  poUtioiaua  in  theee  degenerate  daja.  Why, 
dr,  do  not  men  who  know,  tell  na  boldly  for 
what  eviae  the  Jodiciary  law  of  1801  waa  re- 
pealed! Hen  of  candor — and  I  tnut,  aity  anch 
men  are  in  great  nombere  here — will  all  agree 
tliat  party  overthrew  that  qyatem.  Why  dia- 
gniae  Itl  Those  nnh^tpydaya  are  paa^  and 
we  are  indeed  now  all  "brothera  of  the  same 
principle."  What  waa  not  demolished  in  tbose 
mconsiderate  timeat  The  National  Bank,  the 
Army,  the  Navy,  Fortifioationa— elmoat  all  that 
told  the  nnderatanding,  or  the  eye,  that  we  are 
one — tumbled  into  mSna  in  the  ahock  of  that 
tremondona  political  earthqnakeL  Coming  yeara 
brought  better  feelings  and  aonnder  reason* 
Ings;  and  men  have  profited  of  their  experi- 
ence, and  re-edified  all  that  was  most  valaable ; 
The  Bank,  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  system  of 
Fortifications;  and  we  are  again  a  nation. 
Our  fortreaaes  on  tbe  ocean  and  on  the  land, 
look  ont  from  many  a  hundred  iron  eye,  ready 
with  indignation  to  blaze  annoyanee  and  de- 
struotion  against  hostile  approach.  Why,  mr, 
do  you  not  follow  this  enlightened  experience 
in  yonr  Judiciary  I  The  very  Tnrk  w  Tartw, 
thou^  he  demoliah  the  palace  and  tonple  of 
daasical  antiquity,  yet  will  he  draw  ftom  tbe 
ruins  mftfairiaTa  for  his  stable  and  bis  seraglio. 
He  who  doea  not  profit  by  that  of  othera, 
atanda  in  the  next  rank  of  fatuity  to  him  who 
la  a  fool  in  spite  of  hia  own  eipmenoe. 

The  aystem  of  the  bill,  sir,  cannot,  it  ia 
agreed  that  it  cannot,  endure:  for  oironita  will 
become  too  nnmerons  to  add  a  new  Judge  to 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  each  new  cir- 
cait  We  are  told  in  reply,  that  we  ahonld  not 
legislate  for  poaterity:  "let  posterity  take  care 


c^  Iteell"  Li  what  oonntn,  in  whal  honea^ 
are  we,  sir,  told  this!  JM  the  POgrima,  tka 
Bradforda,  tJie  Williamaea,  the  Puma,  ths 
pmithrt^  migrate  to  this  country,  for  thfimsrhT. 
and  not  for  posterity  I  Look  ont  npon  osr 
American  world ;  not  a  Government  was '-'" 
tuted-  not  a  forest  felled)  not  a  city  fonaded; 
not  a  noose  bnilt;  not  a  tree  planted;  and  not 
fbr  posterity.  Where,  and  what  ehoold  w« 
have  bem,  bnt  fbr  those  who  cared  fm-  portal 
ttyt  This  hous^  sir,  the  great  model  of  a>t 
and  taste;  the  pride  and  ornament  of  oar 
oountiTt  and  <it  the  rwnblican  world;  tte 
m^ninoent  fonm  of  leMlatioa;  tbe  hauowed 
temjde  of  Instice — this  nouae,  mr,  was  it  built 
for  na,  and  for  the  present  genwattoa  cmlyl 
No,  sb-,  it  was  foooded  by  that  man  whtaa 
name  spreads  the  light  of  glory  over  our  na- 
tion, and  whose  whole  life  was  but  (me  act  fir 
his  oountry— for  the  world,  and  for  vo«t«i^. 
"Let  posterity  take  care  of  itself  I"  To  agt»- 
fleman  who  oould  fee]  and  utter  Bnch  a  aniti- 
ment,  I  would  address  the  words  of  the  ba- 
reaved  Maodnff:  "He  bath  no  children." 

Mr.  Ekbb,  e^treaung  a  dedre  to  addren  tlaa 
House  on  Uie  amendment,  moved  am  a^joon- 
ment. 

Ur.  Woam  hoped  he  would  witbdrav  tha 
moticai,  aa  tbe  diaoiuBkin  had  alreadj  beesi  aa 
mnoh protraotad.  Butl£r.E.notoomfdjing,lJba 
qneation  was  put  asdcarried^-ayea,  es,iuMa81. 

60  tlte  House  a^^onnied. 

TinaDAT,  JannaiT  S4. 
JvdMary  Bfittm. 

The  Home  proceeded  to  the  nnfinished  bosi- 
ness  <tf  yesterday,  whidi  waa,  the  reaolntka 
offered  by  Mr.  iuaoaa  to  reconmoit  the  Mil 
"  further  to  amend  tbe  Judicial  aystem  of  tl« 
United  States,"  with  instmotions  to  report  it 
with  certain  amendnients  thereto,  as  herebofon 
■tated. 

The  qnestion  bdng  1  ~ 
on  this  motion,  it  was  d 

Mr.  WKBom  then  moved  that  tbe  bill  ba 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  Hiird  reading 

Mr,  Kann  now  entered  the  Honae,  (haviac 
been  previously  accidentally  detained  frmni^ 
and  addressed  the  Cbur  as  follows : 

He  said,  that  be  felt  admonished  by  Hm  vota 
on  tbe  question  of  a^Jonnunent,  yestcrd^'. 
after  tb^  latest  hour  m  busineas  had  pastea 
aw^,  that  he  must,  witb  all  brief  and  plaia 
conyeni«ii»,  exioees  tbe  opiuiona  which  be 
held  hi  ruation  to  the  important  snlject  of 
debate.  It  bad  struck  him  that,  if  It  were  im- 
portant at  all,  that  the  discussion  should  be 
continued,  it  was  ratber  aa  ns&vorable  <qq»w 
tnnity  for  tbe  delivery  of  an  aigdmoit  in  bia 

S'un  w^,  after  the  delisted  Mention  of  tbe 
oQse  had  been  so  long  encluuned  by  the  elo- 
quent  illusbrations    of    the   gentleman   from 
'Lode  Island.    He  said  he  had  now  no  other 


joloi 


to  offer,  for  presenting  himsdf  before 
touse,  bat  of  tbat  kind  wbiob  waa  sdop^ 
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Satonjajr;  &»i,  on  all  snlijeota  of  genei 
tereat,  one  derirea  to  express  hie  BentuneaU  in 
bis  own  waj,  however  little  he  may  hope  to 
better  tlie  srgtune&ts  which  ma^  have  beui  be- 
fore naed, 

OoiHd  be  flatter  himself  that  be  ebonld  sno- 
oeed  s>  welL  In  giving  efficient  rapport  to  tbe 
advocates  oi  the  bill,  who  liad  preceded  him, 
as  that  gentleman  was  beliend  bj  aaaj  to 
have  done  to  its  opponent^  be  ahoold  proceed 
with  gteti  alaoritf.  While  the  bill  was  dis- 
onssed  in  the  Oominittee  of  the  Whole,  he  felt 
disposed  to  Uston  to  othera,  and  more  partica- 
Iwlj  to  tlie  proob  and  alignments  of  the  mem- 
bers from  the  West;  bnt,  rinoe  the  reaolnticm 
last  offered  hj  tLe  gentleman  fhjm  Yirginia, 
for  a  recommitment  of  the  bilL  with  the  in- 
etmctions  proposed,  bad  been  before  the  Hods& 
be  bad  viewed  the  question  which  it  involved 
aa  one  of  the  highe^  interest  to  every  portion 
of  the  eotinby ;  as  a  most  baiardons  experi- 
ment  to  prostrale  the  whole  fabrio  of  tbe  Ja- 
didflij,  and  to  build  It  as  in  a  new  form,  and 
of  new  materials.  On  these  gronnds,  thongh 
with  great  diffldenoe,  be  was  uiduoed  to  ofier 
bimseu  before  the  Honse.  He  approved  whcd- 
Ij  of  the  bill  npon  the  tabla  and  wonld  advo- 
cate it  in  all  its  parts,  not  onlj  as  affording  the 
beet  remedy  for  existing  evils,  bat  as  caleolsted 
to  confirm  and  fix  what  he  oonddered  the  fit 
and  proper  Jodiolal  syatem  for  theae  United 
States;  an  eetabtlshment  which  bad  been ndsed 
np  by  some  of  the  first  fonnden  of  the  Qov- 
emment,  and  which  onght,  in  his  opinion,  to 
be  still  preeerved.  He  approved  the  bill  as  a 
remedy  for  existing  evils,  and  as  preserving,  as 
be  eonoeived,  the  vital  principles  of  onr  Jndi- 
oial  establishment.  He  wonld  endeavor  to 
maintain  the  docrioes,  by  disonasina  and  refab- 
ing,  as  fiff  as  he  was  able,  some  of  the  oUeo- 
tions  which  bad  been  oS'ered  ag^nst  the  bilL 

On  the  deolrion  of  this  question,  said  he^ 
hangs  the  destiny  of  that  great  co-ordinate 
branch  of  Oorenimant,  tiie  Jodi^ary  of  the 
United  States.  Whatever  qiprebenrions  may 
be  felt  or  affected,  In  relation  to  the  CaidmtiM 
which  thia  bill  may  give  to  it,  in  the  fntore 
ezeroise  of  its  high  fbnotiona,  if  yon  snbstitnte 
for  it  the  scbetne  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  I  ventnre  to  assert  that  yon  will 
endanger  the  eonatitntlon  and  the  Jadicial  sys- 
tem, vo,  the  rvrj  manner  wtdch  has  been  Im- 
puted to  the  operation  of  this  bill.  The  ques- 
tion la  not  now  between  thia  Hoose  and  the 


eta;  bnt  it  is,  What  shall  be,  hereafter,  onr 
permanent  system  of  Judtcatore^  In  fona  and 
oharaotert  We  cannot,  at  thU  Ume  of  day, 
fulfil  the  IniaDctiona  of  the  oonstitotion,  or  the 
solemn  declaration,  by  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  which  it  is  pre&oed,  that  one 
of  its  primary  ol^eeta  waa  "  to  atailith  Jv»- 
tie^"  witbont  extending  the  system  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  tlus  bilL    The  question 


is,  therefore^  no  longer,  Whether  the  inteteata 
of  the  Western  States  require  the  passage  of 
the  bill— whether  they  shall  have  a  greater  or 
leaa  share  In  the  benefits  of  the  ^stem  given 
to  tbemi    But  whether  it  be  not  m 


to  the  immense  growth  of  the  oonntry,  to  Jb 
and  eetabliah  s  permanent  q'stem,  with  a  view 
to  the  remeotive  rights  and  intoresia  of  all  the 
States,  and  of  every  class  and  denomination  ot 
Boitors,  Ming  within  its  Jorisdiotiont  It  was 
with  a  view  to  rach  Inqmriea  he  waa  indnoed 
to  ofi'er  the  present  remarks. 

In  the  first  plao^  he  wonld  inqoira  If  the 
jHvssnt  ^stem  can  be  ao  extended  aa  to  ensure 
the  objects  in  viewt  He  had  reference  now  to 
a  particular  extenmon,  with  a  view  to  meet 
present  etlgeuoles. 

In  the  last  short  view,  taken  hj  the  Ohair- 
man  of  the  Jndician  Oommittee,  bis  statement 
was,  that,  as  the  Statoa  west  and  south,  be- 
yond tiia  monntain&  oooM  not  be  iee«»idled 
bat  by  having  the  (Mrouit  Judgea  extended  to 
them,  tbe  committee  bad  proposed  audi  an 
entire  plan  as  tber  thonght  wonld  suit  the  txxf 
vKdenoeofalL  fress  than  ten  Judges,  the  h<m- 
oralde  Chatnnan  ot  the  committee  had  aald, 


ing  tbe  Statea  for  dreuita,  aa  they  had  i . 

the  bill,  tlie  qraton  voum  be  perfeeted,  and 
mlf^t  rem^  adequate  for  twenty  or  even  flflr 
jreariL  Witb  great  deference,  Mr.  E.  expressed 
hia  oonviotion  that,  if  tbe  bill  should  pass  now, 
so  aa  to  satia^  tbe  present  wants  of  the  coun- 
try, it  would  not  only  answer  all  purposes  for 
the  period  supposed;  but,  by  a  simiW  exten- 
rion,  and  an  addition  at  some  fntnie  time— «» 
of  two  more  Judges — in  any,  the  most  expand- 
ed views  of  oar  lucrearins  popvlation  and  legal 
bnanes^  the  system  woud  continue  to  be  ada- 
quato  to  its  ends  tot  one  hundred  years.  Bs, 
therefore,  accorded  fblly  with  the  views  of  the 
oommittee,  and  omiBldwed  tbe  plan  of  exten- 
non  the  true  one;  because  it  ^ves  permanency 
to  the  ayatem,  and  reo^nizes  and  fixes  the 
vital  principle  of  a  tmion  of  the  eoarts. 

The  motion  which  had  been  made  to  recom- 
mit, with  lastmotiona,  had  been  founded  on 
two  objections,  which  go  ag^nst  the  ,whole 
system  of  the  bill:  it  was  ol^jeoted,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  Supreme  Court  would  be  too 


mueroos;  and  seeondlr,  that  it  was  inoonv^ 
nient  and  dangerous  to  keep  it  united  with  the 
Circuit  Courts,  and  to  require  tJte  Judgea  to  sit 
in  botlL    In  rdatiiMi  to  tbe  first  oljection,  he 

of  the  theory,  in  which  it  was  sen- 

■  '    '  * Judgea 

I  fonun, 


;  wassen- 
eralljr  maJntrined,  dtat  the  nunber  of  Judgea 
who  were  to  de>dde.  In  any  lodioial  fornm, 
should  not  be  too  nnmeroo^  because  the  tu- 


mult inseparable  from  large  assembliw,  la  in- 
consistent with  tbe  patience  and  attention 
requisite  to  Judicial  investigation;  and  that 
when  Judges  were  nnmerona,  they  divide  the 
shame  of  an  unjust  delusion,  and  take  shelter 
i  from  respcmsibill^  under  the  example  ot  wsh 
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other,  And  that,  therefore,  tber  ought  to  be  M 
£nr  ^  moat,  u  that  the  conduct  m  each  maj 
he  ooDspkuoos  t«  pablio  observation.  Be 
knew  tbAt  these  were  the  theoretic  gronnda  of 
writen  on  this  Hobjeot,  but  he  lud,  if  we 
wonld  KOflj  those  theoretic  rolee  to  oar  sja- 
ttan,  ana  the  prorimons  of  the  bilL  it  would  be 
fonnd  that  none  of  them  woald  be  contra- 
Tened.  A  body  of  ten  or  twelve  Jndgea,  se- 
cluded from  the  world,  with  all  the  means  of 
legal  light  before  them,  etQdj  a  sntijeot  and 
form  their  opinions  deliberately,  each  for  him- 
self. Thej  meet  and  conmlt  t<wether,  and 
compare  those  opinions,  and  then  delirer  their 
Jndgments  in  open  conrt.  There  is  no  excite- 
ment to  passion — no  cause  of  tmnnlt — no  agi- 
tating ooatests  bj  open  aigmnent  with  one  an- 
other, as  in  la^er  bodies,  differentlr  const!- 
tnted.  When  a  jndge  takes  np  a  snl^ect,  if  it 
be  a  sheer  point  of  law,  there  can  be  no  ex- 
dt«ment  of  passion  fWim  it.  When  the  case 
tovolves  evidence  and  proof,  he  attends  000II7 
to  that  evidence;  and  he  decides,  in  the  one 
case  or  in  the  other,  accordise  to  the  law  and 
the  fact.    In  tbe  exercise  of  the  dntiee  of  snch 


of  tamnltQary  movement^ 
of  passioQ,  when  the  bodj  consists  of  ten 
twelve  Jadges,  than  when  it  Is  rednoed  to  five 
or  six.  On  a  bench  of  ten  or  twelve  jndges, 
each  is  as  conspicnoas  in  the  pnblio  ere,  and 
as  obnoxious  to  pnblio  scmtinr,  as  if  there 
were  onl;  five  or  six.  If  jon  wish  to  pin 
them  down  to  responsibility,  yon  have  only  to 
make  each  Jndge  deliver  his  opinion;  he  is 
then  fairiv  before  the  pnblic,  and  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  decision  in  which  he  con- 
There  was,  he  said,  no  magio  nnmber,  in 
which  onlj,  wisdom  and  discretion  reside. 
The  only  objection  is,  that  a  tumultuary  body 
is  not  favorable  to  calm  investigation,  and  that 
passion  or  party  feeling  would  bo  likely  to  en- 
ter into  a  court  composed  of  ten  individnals. 
Try  this  question  by  the  test  of  reason,  and  br 
the  touchstone  of  common  sense,  and  yon  will 
find  that  each  member  may  as  deliberately  {rive 
his  opinion  and  Iw  as  well  made  responsible 
for  it,  on  a  bench  of  ten  or  twelve,  as  in  one  of 
any  lees  nmnber  of  judges.  There  wa«  really, 
he  said,  no  danger  in  the  increase,  Ooqjnre 
with  the  numbers  three,  five,  seven,  or  twdve, 
and  yon  w'"  "  '  -  ■ 
with  the  p 
judgment. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  shall  derive  evident 
advantages  from  an  increase  of  judges.  We 
have  ocoiasion  to  conoentrate  as  ronch  leanung 
and  talent  npon  the  bench  as  possible.  As  rea- 
son forbids  the  apprehension  of  tumultuary 
feeling  in  a  body  of  ten  or  twelve  judges,  let 
experience  teach  us  where  we  may  be  obliged 
to  stop,  and  let  ns  not,  from  imaginary  fears  or 
notions,  forego  the  advantages  of  the  increBse 
of  number  contemplated  and  secured  by  the 
bill,  which  is  calculated  to  establish  a  perma- 


nent EyBt«m.  He  s^d  the  experience  of  oUxr 
countries  came  in  aid.  In  England,  the  twin 
Judges  adjonm  into  the  Exchequer  Chanbc, 
discnss  and  decide  important  points,  or  nidi  It 
have  created  a  division  in  either  of  tlt«  Sop»i 
Courts;  tbey  deliberate  and  discius  tlmt 
points,  but  no  inconvenience  results  from  Qii^ 
number;  no  danger  of  psseion  was  eTerappn- 
bended,  and  their  Judicial  eetablishmat  bti 
stood  on  the  firmest  foondation.  On  whU  tt 
error  to  the  House  of  Lords,  when  anmnKoed 
there,  on  important  queetions,  they  gin  tbdt 
opinions  Mnnftni,  and  fettle  tAe  ha>;  for  tb 
Lords  abide  by  their  decision,  snd  affimern- 
verse  accordingly.  The  twelve  judges  lIiM  t 
cide  with  as  much  eniedition  and  coDvenieM 
as  five  or  six  would  ao.  He  hsd  sndentM^ 
too,  that  the  Judicial  system  of  Scotland  » 
entitled  to  high  consideration.  It  tu  snd 
they  had  a  celebrated  bench  of  jndgw,  sA 
that  the  system  was  an  object  of  admintni: 
and  yet,  on  the  Bcot«h  bench,  there  were  fif- 
judges.    When  we  are  saked,  tlien,  vbm 

_  are  to  stop?  He  would  answer,  tS,  lie 
point  where  danger  commences,  TTis  ^ 
power  conferred  by  the  constitution  oo  tieSi- 
preme  Court,  of  deciding  on  the  conatinti* 
ality  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  sad  of  m 
States,  was,  he  thought,  a  &ir  reason  fbrmit- 
ing  them  more  numerous,  than  for  lie  mw 
parpoees  of  decisions  in  Bank  in  tb«  ou0 

ises  within  their  jurisdiction. 

I^  then,  in  theory,  ten  or  twelve  j'^"' 
not  too  many,  nor  inconsistent  with  Bowd* 
liberation,  and  since  that  number  wiB  t*  ^ 
cessary  and  sufficient  to  carry  iLto  *StA  « 
the  purposes  of  judicature,  yon  on^t  d"  "' 
regard  the  sn^eations  of  imagin&rj  ^J'P? 
when  such  great  objects  are  to  be  eworw.  " 
relation  to  onr  Judicial  esfablishment,  m^ 
sidered  the  itinerary  character  of  '^*J°?j!: 
the  life-blood  of  the  Bystem,  ss  it  t"*J^ 
opportunities  of  intercourse  with  ^  ?*[- 
the  judges,  and  the  bar,  in  different  i«J 
Their  connection  with  Uie  inferior  '^''Tl 
affords  them  the  most  effective  "'esM'*^ 
provement  and  experience,  and,  at  \^l 
time  will  best  preserve  them  pare  «»  V 
right.  It  qualifies  them  with  a  mo""^ 
ened  understanding  of  many  importsnf  t^ 
of  their  jurisdiction,  By  their  "wu"?" 
they  arti  enabled  to  understand  the  IM*  "  J 
and  their  mental  faculties  are  kept  in  cMM" 
exercise.  The  practical  conetnicUonrfiwj 
laws  is  difficult  to  acquire;  it  is  °*?^L4 
that  end,  to  acquire  a  knowJedp  of'!™" 
and  Spanish  laws,  and  of  the  ci™l^^  (j, 
ble  him  who  presumes  to  tatfl  *  **;  ^ 
Supreme, (Jourt,  to  acquit  himeelf  to  twn 
lie  satisfaction.  How  is  this  kuid  ci  i^ 
edge  to  be  acquired  t  Not  merelj  m  tMO 
but  by  attending  the  circoiU,  «">  "^^ 
causes  in  different  sections^  " 
Without  the  performance 


»"^  rx.  rnW- 

na   of  ""^vi(J 
niinoui  ine  perrormance  of  "'^j^y,» 
duties,  it  is  scarcely  poesiWe  ^"^^^^ 
quire  the  infonnatioa  that  i*  iie<w**'J' 
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Th«re  i^  however,  another  advantage,  and 
iixat  of  no  little  moment.  In  a  Government 
foanded  on  opinion,  it  is  neoeesarj  that  the 
p«ople  ahould  be  satisfied  with  Jndioial  de- 
oisioiu.    In  the  course  of  perfonnance  of  thur 


people,  and    be«ame  alike  known  to   them. 
Coming  from  different  parte  of  the  Union,  the 
Jndgee  bring  together  a  fond  of  local  knowl- 
edge, which  enables  them  to  decide  with  oonfi- 
denoa,  and  to  the  public  satisfaction.    It  is  ne- 
ceeearj  that  the;  Bhoatd  stand  pure  and  ap- 
rigbt  before  the  people,  if  the^  would  have 
tlieir  decisions  received  with  reepecL    On  the 
oironlt,  8  Judge  of  the  Scpreme  Ck>nrt  stands 
coDspicQons  in  the  pnblic  eve,  and  is  personallr 
reapoosible  for  hit  own  jndgiDenta;  ha  knows 
that  if  he  makes  odiotu  or  oormpt  deolritais, 
the7  will  be  oarried  to  the  Snpreme  tribunal, 
-where  he  most  answer,  do  onl;  to  his  brethren 
on  the  bench,  bat  to  the  whole  nation,  fbr  his 
erroTB.    I^  on  the  oontrorr',  he  is  seen  to  de- 
(Me  aooording  to  jost  and  correct  principle*, 
purelf  and  intelligently,  he  aoqniree  hi^h  per- 
aonal    oondderation,   and   the   estimation    In 
which  his  character  is  held  b^  the  people,  gives 
weight  to  bis  deoisions.    It  is  this  kind  of  in- 
terconrse  of  Jadges  of  the  Superior  Oonrts  in 
England,  with  the  bar  and  the  people,  on  tbe 
oiroaits.  which  has  preserved  to  them  a  high 
repntation  for  practical  learning  and  pnnnpt 
decision,  and  rendered  so  famona  the  jndidal 
system  of  that  ooontrj.    Ur.  K.  said  he  had 
no  partJoolar  knowledge  of  the  Jndidary  eatal>- 
lidunents  of  other  States,  thongh  he  might 
have  kooesB  to  them,  and  see  their  ontlinea  in 
the    several    constitutions;    bat  the  changes 
which  Qiey  nnderwent  from  time  to  time,  ren- 
dered them  bnt  donbthl  authorities.   He  knew, 
bowever,  that  in  Uaryland,  twenty  years  ago, 
the  courts  were  separate  ana  distinct,  and  there 
was  no  union  between  the  appellate  and  the 
inferior  jurisdiction.    They  haa  three  distinct 
Judicial  tribmuds— a  Connty  Court,  a  General 
Court,  and  a  Court  of  Appeals,  with  a  small 
nnmber  of  judges  in  each,  and  without  the 
principle  of  uniting  the  Jud^  of  the  Supreme 
Court  by  circuit  dnties  within   the  County 
Courts,  in  the  trial  of  causes.    Bat  the  subject 
was  much  discussed  In  the  L^islatnre,  and  it 
was  determined  to  be  important  that  the  Jud^ 
shonld  have  opportnnitiee  of  intercourse  with 
one  another ;    that  the  chief  Jndgee  of  the 
County  Courts,  where  all   causes,  civil  and 
criminal,  were  to  be  tried,  should  form  the 
Appellate  Court,  and  thus,  by  a  constant  exer- 
cise of  their  faculties  in  the  trial  of  oaoses  on 
dniDLts,  sa  well  as  by  imparting  to  one  another 
ail  the  lights  of  their  knowledge  and  experi- 
ecoe,  when  they  should  sit  together  in  the  Su- 
preme Conrtu  the  whole  community  would  de- 
rive an  equal  beaeflt  from  the  Judicial  eatsb- 
liilimant,  and  uniformity  of  decision  would 
prsTMl.  Thiasystembasttometbe  test  of  twen- 
ty yesrs'  experience,  and  is  still  most  approved. 


Our  Judges,  when  they  have  decided  causes 
below,  have  opportunities,  when  they  meet  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  of  explaining  to  one  an- 
other tne  grounds  of  thdr  decisions ;  though 
any  one  Judge  is  forbidden  to  nl  on  the  appMl 
from  his  own  decidon  below.  It  has  been  re> 
marked  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
that  there  was  a  better  chance  of  justice  when 
the  judge  who  tried  the  cause  did  not  ait  on 
the  appeal.  It  is,  at  least,  an  advantage  that 
be  be  permitted  to  explain,  in  some  way,  the 
grounds  of  his  decision.  It  baa  been  the  prao- 
tice  in  England  for  the  same  judges,  tram 
whom  the  case  Is  adjourned  to  re-argue  it  in 
the  Exchequer  Chamber,  and  give  their  opin* 
ions  again  »»riaUm.  So,  on  a  writ  of  error 
from  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  to  the  Honse 
of  Lords,  the  judges  of  the  court  trom  which 
the  case  is  brought,  give  their  opinions  aa  well 
OS  the  rest  This  now,  I  learn,  has  become 
the  praotioe  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  a  judge  is  not  there  excused 
from  sitting  on  an  ^peal  from  his  own  de- 
oirion  below. 

A  constitution^  oUeotion  had  been  r^sed 
to  the  onion  of  (he  Jndges  of  the  Soja-eme 
Court  with  the  Orcnita.  It  is  sdd  not  to  have 
been  in  the  view  of  the  constitution  that  the 
Supreme  Judsea  should  perform  Circnit  dntiee 
— nay,  it  is  ul^^  to  be  contrary  to  the  con- 
stitution. He  held  clearly  tbe  opposite  opin- 
ion :  for  the  Congress  of  179B,  who  framed  the 
Judiciary  Act,  were  oontemporary  with  the 
constitution,  and  their  interpretation  of  i^ 
maintained  ever  since  by  practice  and  acqniee- 
oenoe  under  it,  is  too  strong  to  be  shaken.  He 
would  refer  to  a  decision  in  the  Supreme  Court 
in  which  the  question  was  held  to  be  thna  set- 
tied  and  at  rest.  It  is  the  case  of  Stuart 
agidnst  Laird,  in  let  Cranoh's  Reports. 

He  had  no  doubt  that  it  was  the  expresa 
view  of  the  men  who  first  carried  the  oonsti- 
tntion  into  effect,  that  the  eystem  of  a  oonneo- 
tion  of  the  oonrta  should  prevaiL  They  took 
the  hint  <^  the  ittnerair  character  of  the  Sa- 
preme  Judges  from  the  English  system,  thon^ 
the  gentieman  from  Uassachnsetts  Bnppoaee 
they  mistook  the  analogy.  It  is  tme,  aa  he 
has  stated  the  differenoe,  the  EnglicQi  Judges  at 
Nisi  PrivM  had  only  to  try  oauaee,  by  tbe  aid 
of  ajury,  on  pleadings  and  issues  settled  In  tha 
oonrt  from  whence  the  record  came;  whereas, 
our  Circuit  Judges  take  the  suit  by  their  origi- 
nal jurisdiction,  tfarongh  all  stages,  and  to  final 
judgment.  If  It  was  neoeasary  and  advan- 
tageous in  England,  that  their  Judges  should 
exerciae  (SronH  duties,  it  was  still  more  impor- 
tant in  this  anrntry.  The  same  reason  for  It, 
operatM  hers  as  in  England,  but  with  greater 
force.  It  Is  ImpMlant  to  keep  them  employed. 
The  manm  has  been  well  ezpreeaed  by  a  gen- 
tieman in  the  detiate:  "A  Judge  dionld  be  al- 
together a  Judge." 

The  people  who  have  buslneaa  in  the  inferior 
courts,  do  not  desire  ^apealt:  nothing  but 
gross  injustice,  or  immense  interests,  can  In- 
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dnoe  them  to  go  ap  to  the  SnprcoM  Oonrt,  to 
inonr  great  oottt  and  expeDsea.  It  1%  there- 
fore, moat  unportanC  that  the  Qapnmd  Jvdgea 
ahoold  ga  to  the  Cinmita,  and  Impart  tbe  light 
of  their  leamiog  and  ezperienoa,  to  aMtle  i 


oide  the  great  eansea  in  the  Bapreme  tribnutL 
Be  oononired,  entirelj,  In  the  opinion,  that,  if 
thoaejndges  w«r«  rdtored  from  the  oirenit  dn- 
tiea,  and  oonflned  to  Waahlngton,  In  the  eier- 
dse  itf  their  ftuMtltaa,  where  tber  would  never 
1  bnt  b7  lawjan  and  i&  tpoeMan, 


jutj'  and  inflnenoe  in  the  ejea 
of  the  nation.  Ther  will  fall  into  a  natiual 
IndnlgeDoe  in  the  or^ai7  Itterat?  pnrmita,  or 
Other  oooapationa,  Kemember,  yon  cannot 
alwi^  ei^oy  the  aerrioea  of  the  pi«aent  Jndgee 
of  7001  Saprrane  OonrL  A  loooeaiioii  of 
fonnMimen  mast  be  placed  npon  the  bench, 
nraolbed,  indeed,  in  the  infenor  oonrta,  but 
naTing  mnch  to  learn  before  th^  will  be  fol^ 
competent  to  the  ardnona  dntiea  and  naftmA' 
bilit7  of  Sapreme  Jndgea— before  Hmj  will  b« 
able  to  command,  for  their  decorima,  the  pnb- 
lie  confidence  and  Mtiafaotion.  It  is  here,  alao, 
that  when  the  Jndgee  shall  hare  snnk  in  indo- 
lence, tiaj  will  become  oliijeots  of  mspioion. 
While  they  go  abroad  amongst  t^e  peoplev  in 
the  Tigwoos  exeroiae  (tf  tbw  fonotionH,  they 
are  oiyecta  c^  constant  adnuration  and  ee- 
teem.  Under  the  meraUMi  of  thii  STStem,  he 
believed  the  prwent  bench  had  become  ao  illna- 
triona  in  repnta&ra. 

Itlsaaid  thatthewJndgeawmfimnaOor- 
emmental  Oomt.  Howt  Are  ther  not  inde- 
pendentt  Do  tbej  not  go  forth,  freed  ot  ^ 
•hacklet  from  the  power  I7  which  the^  are 
mpointedt     Th^  will  foel  that  their  onlf 


take  bribea,  there  is  end  c^  ai^oment 
OTj:  bnt  there  are  no  honors  ao  great  as  he 
may  obt^  by  a  £aithftd  diaoharge  of  his  hb^ 
duties.     He  can  derive  no  benefit  from  ube 

Kwer  whioh  has  appconted  him.  The  moment 
reoeivea  bis  patent,  and  is  created  a  Judge, 
he  beotnnea  as  great  as  his  oreator;  and,  there- 
fore, needa  not  to  turn,  as  one  gentleman  baa 
poetloall;  aaid,  in  this  debate,  like  the  aon- 
iower  to  ita  god. 

It  baa  been  alleged,  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that,  by  the  exercise  of  this  power 
of  inerearing  the  nnmber  of  Jndsw,  we  may 
render  them  dependent  on  the  Legislatare ;  for, 
whenever  a  dedsion  is  made  that  is  obnoxioiu 
to  thia  Eoase,  we  have  only  to  create  more 
judges,  and  thereby  snbvert  Uie  decision.  The 
gentleman  foraot  that  the  appointjng  power 
wM  not  in  this  body,  bat  with  the  other 
branch  of  Qovenunent.  To  My,  then,  that 
theae  jadg«e  will  be  infinenoed  by  local  or  teo- 
tional  views,  or  feelings,  and  so  get  op  a  taa- 
tion  in  the  Sapreme  Court ;  and,  at  the  aame 
time,  to  express  alarm,  lest  Exeontive  inflnfmi^ 


ahoold  blaat  the  whtdcsome  diaraeter  d  tin 
oonrt,  a&d  lead  it  into  ^aos  of  Federal  tfgti 
dlaeaieDt  and  conaorted  power,  invidrediBi 


OMuUtencT,  which  he  ocndd  not  anrarel  (r» 
derstand.  To  Aav  that  the  Jndidiiy  !)*■ 
parbnent  ItselC  ind^»endently  of  the  isfloan 
of  difliwent  kinds  which  had  beao  iafUti, 
wonld  not  be  likely  to  attempt  encnadiiKift 
on  the  legitiattre  power  or  the  Stale  wrodp- 
tisa,  be  read  a  paper  from  the  "FedenUR,'! 
work,  be  aaM,  wnltra  by  mw  who  hid  I  ddd 
hand   In  raiidiv  np  Una  Govemnunt;  mi 


the  operations  ol 
aion  of  the  Judical  system  wonld  nntlNr» 
dangw  the  other  oo-wdinato  t»anebcs  of  Oo^ 
emment,  nor  inoor  taj  danger  ftm  An 
The  Jndyary  itakt,  he  said,  had  nothing  Wi 
steiwg  moral  power  to  support  itsdfiitlw  at 
endse  of  its  kgUImato  fnnctions.  T«t  iti« 
this  part  of  the  sfstem,  which  would  nan 
and  save  tlte  rest  He  likened  ita  jdusBAi 
oonstitntion,  to  the  ateer^e  of  a  dup.  Ili 
hebn  is  seenred  bj  mdder-bands,  aonnt^ 
contrived.  It  waa  only  requisite  to  ktcpift 
sncoeaslon  of  skiUtal  and  experienced  pilo^n 
there  would  be  no  danger  from  lit»  iiiatf  d 
the  wild-popnlar  wave ;  and  tbur  itMT 
watohfiilneaB  would  detect  and  w*ri  off  *7 
secret  approaohes  of  the  deoojing  fisgtn  if 
Executive  corruptitn. 

Mr.  E.  proftaaed  not  to  be,  stthiitiis^* 
lightened  enonf^  to  know  how  ftr,  "hw  * 
p^od  of  their  meeting  then,  geatlHiMi  w 
permitted  themadvea  to  be  classed  u  tiHW> 
tisau  tit  opponents  of  this  adminiitntw 
(Md  putiea  0»»  thanlwd  God  n  *« J* 
awv,  and  the  oanUou,  which  had  beta  ittw- 
nted  by  Uie  gentleman  fi«m  Korth  OtftJ^J' 
the  gentlemaa  tKxa  Maseachasrti*^  I»'^ 
the  coiled  adder  lay  in  the  asheaoftlwirt* 
1801— had  bewi  pmdently  obswred  lij  t» 
This  case  had  been  fairly  and  prope%^ 
ciuaed.  He  ei|H«BBed  his  hope  that  the  »« 
feeling  of  fonner  conflicts  wonld  be  »Uo*?J" 
repose  forever ;  and  he  shoold  be  eqnsllj  WJ 
py,  in  seeing  that  the  tnrbnJenoe  of  "*■  PjS 
feelingfl  ahonld  be  long  re^a-eMed,  I'"? 
would  not  comport  with  the  digrutr  (*  ^ 
Hooae — beoanae  the  ancient  fendi  <''"'•  IJJl 
tagnes,  and  the  Camlets,  had  wtaidc^jj" 
they  should  manifeit  an  impatienoe  W  P"" 
themaelves  in  the  humble  sttjtode  rfwt» 
tidnera,  or  tw^m  enemies  of  the  S**  ''rz 
(oon  ih»  tkrona,  (as  gentlemen  Ikt*  »* 
pleased  to  express  it.)  1^ 

The  honorable  g«jtleman  from  ^f^^ 
nla,  one  of  the  ohampiong  of  the  OM  tWfJ 
Mth,  in  his  cahn  and  dignified  toai"""  " 
given  out  to  them  the  proper  view 
dnty,  I     '^•'  "■'  -'   ---'■  * 

called, 

urea  of  Oovernment  oonfonn'  to  *•**'*■ 
ests  of  the  nation,  we  shodd  ^ve  »  *" 


en,  m  MS  cami  ana  tngmneu  lu™---^^ 
fcn  out  to  them  the  proper  view  0' i"" 
ty.  In  this  new  pollticaJ  criai*,  »  "J? 
lied,  and  of  the  Mr  ground  of  motn^  o»°" 
,on;  and  that  dmply  was,  wbm  «>*  PJ 
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Hr.  E.  did  not  Me  the  oocailcin  for  the  dlre- 
fbl  forebodings  thrown  ont  the  other  daf  in 
debate,  th&t  this  nstloa  miut,  ere  long,  be 
ahakea  to  its  centre  I  He  thought  that  no  aor 
tion  bad  ever  arrived  at  a  penod  of  bo  high 
and  well-fonnded  anticipationi  of  ^orions  pros- 
perity and  permanent  happiness,  as  the  present 
»ener^on  have  before  them.  They  had  every 
thing  to  hope,  and,  if  thev  were  trne  to  them- 
aelves,  but  little  to  fear.  To  the  Jndioiary,  Mr, 
E.  looked,  for  restraining  every  branch  of  this 
Goreniment,  as  welt  as  the  State  sovereignties, 
vithin  those  orbits  whioh,  by  the  common 
agreement  and  matoal  oonoMrions  of  the  whole 
people  had  been  asrigned  to  tiiem.  He  prayed 
that  it  might  be  pemiitted  to  rem^  on  tliat 
solid  fonndation  on  which  the  noble  fabric  had 
so  long  rested.  By  the  proTisions  of  the  biD 
npon  tiie  table,  do  deraoUtion  of  It  was  intend- 
ed. It  would  be  preeerved  entire,  in  ita  gene- 
ral plas  and  elevation,  and  a  new  arrangement 
only,  of  some  of  its  apartments,  was  designed, 
to  suit  the  increase  of  the  great  family.  Its 
Oymmetiy,  and  the  solidity  of  its  foonoationsi 
would  be  neither  defaced  nor  disturbed.  He 
b^ged,  then,  that  the  Hoose  would  r^ect  the 
acbeme  of  any  fiucifol  aroblt«ct  who  would 
raie  it  to  the  groimd  and  erect  it  anew.  Mr. 
E.  oonolnded,  by  thanking  the  Honse  for  tbeir 
polite  attention,  being  eensiUe  that,  from  the 
embarrassment  incidental  to  his  novel  sitna- 
tion,  he  most  have  delivered  a  very  dl^olnted 
ugnment. 

IVkdrkdat,  Janoai;  85. 
Judiciarf/  Syitem. 

The  Hoose  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished 
bnnneae  of  yesterday,  wliioh  was  the  consider- 
ation of  Qie  bill  "fbrth^  to  extend  the  Jndi- 
oial  system  of  the  United  States." 

Kr.  WxBsm  mored  that  the  blU  be  ordered 
to  a  third  reading — when 

Ur.  BABTUtTT  renewed  the  motion  which  he 
had  yesterday  made  and  withdrawn,  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Oommittee,  with 
ttw  fidlowing  instractioDS : 

"So  as  to  provide  that  the  seven]  Dlstrlot  Conrts 
of  the  United  Btstes  shsU  be  required  to  perfbrm 
sach  part  of  the  duties  whioh  are  now  deralved 
npon  the  Circolt  Courts,  u  ahsll  render  bnt  one 
term  of  the  Circtiit  Court  neceisuy  in  each  District 
annuiUj,  and  that  a  Justice  of  the  Bnpreme  Court 
of  the  United  Sutea  ihsll  t>a  reqiured  to  hold  one 
term  of  the  (Srcuit  Court  la  each  Mstrlct,  Id  eaoh 
rear." 

On  this  motion,  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Before  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken— 

Ur.  UiBOBB  moved  that  the  ftuiher  oonsidera- 
tion  of  the  s^d  bill  be  poitpoiud  to  the  ueoni 
Monday  tn  December  next. 

The  yeoa  and  nays  were  taken  on  Mr.  Mbb- 
okb'b  motion  to  postpone,  and  were,  yeas  46 ; 
nays  161. 

So  the  HooN  reftised  to  postpone  the  bUL 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  next  token  on  the 
motion  of  If  r,  BABTuerr  to  recommit  the  bill 
with  instmctions,  as  before  stated,  and  were, 
yeas  46 ;  nays  144. 

The  anestion  was  at  length  taken  on  ordering 
the  bill  (e  B«  engroued  for  a  third  reading. 
Ur,  Edwabiw,  of  N.  0.,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  taken  aooord- 
ingly,  yeas  ISfi ;  nays  69. 

Bo  the  bill  was  oniered  to.l>e  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

And  the  Honse  adjoomed. 

TnxBDAT,  Janttory  81. 
Oongnm  nf  Panama. 

The  raolntion  ofibred  yesterday  by  Ifr.  Mn 
Okvn,  calling  on  the  Preudent  of  the  United 
States  for  tbeoorreepondenoeiufitiDg  this  Oov-  . 
eminent  to  take  part  in  Ote  Oongreas  of  Pan- 
ama, was  taken  np. 

Mi.  Fobstth  asked  whether  this  resolution 
was  strictly  in  order ;  Inasmnch  as  it  appeared 
to  be  the  same  in  snbstanoe  with  one  whioh  had 
been  offered  some  days  ago,  on  this  subject^  by 
the  honwabie  gentieman  trom  Soath  Carolina, 

The  BnAXBB  said  he  oould  not  decude,  until 
t&e  other  resolution  should  be  read. 

The  resolution  of  Ur.  Huoltoh  was  then 
raad,  twether  with  that  of  Mr.  Urrcujv. 

Mr.  UuoLTOs'e  resolution  is  as  follows ; 
Steehtd,  That  the  FrMident  of  die  United 
»s  be  reqaested  to  transmit  to  this  House,  copies 
of  aH  such  dooumeDts,  or  parts  of  ooiretpondeDoe, 
(not  Inoompatible  with  the  pubUo  iutercet  to  be 
communkated,}  raUtlng  to  an  luviCatlon  which  has 
been  extended  to  the  QoTemment  of  this  country 
'  by  the  Bepublics  of  Colombia,  of  Mexico,  and  M 
Central  Ainerlca,  to  Join  In  the  deliberations  of  tlie 
Oongren,  to  l>e  held  at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,* 
and  wUoh  faaa  induoed  Um  to  ifgnifyto  this  Sonss 
that  'tOnisten  «a  the  part  of  tbe  United  Btate% 
will  be  oommlsrioned  to  Join  in  those  ddtbera* 
tioM.'" 

The  OhjUB  dedded  that  the  two  resolutions 
were,  in  subetanoe.  the  same. 

Ur.  UnoAun  then  observed,  tiiat  he  had  not 
been  aware  that  liis  resolntlon,  from  Its  simi- 
larity, wonld  be  oat  of  order.  He  liad,  however, 
no  partiality  to  the  particular  form,  provided 
the  snMeot  were  brougbt  before  the  attention 
of  the  House.  He,  therefbrt^  mored  to  take  np 
the  resolntion  of  Mr.  Hamilton :  and  the  ques- 
tion of  oonsideration  being  pat,  it  was  deuded 
In  the  affirmative. 

Ur.  UiTo^oi,  of  Tennessee,  aaid,  that  he  had 
not  risen  for  the  pmrpose  of  ol^ecting  to  tbe  res- 
olntion, but  merely  to  obtain  infomiation.  He 
wished  to  know  what  end  the  mover  propoeed 
to  attain.  He  understood  that  this  subject  was 
now  before  the  Senate :  [Mr.  M.  was  here  called 
to  order  by  the  Ch^r,  it  being  oontrary  to  rule 
to  refer  to  business  pending  in  the  other  branch 
of  the  Lerislatnre.J  He  wanted  to  know  of 
what  use  tnis  infonnation  wonld,  at  present,  be 
to  the  Hotuel    I^  at  a  subsequent  period,  we 
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flhall  be  called  upon  to  make  anj  appropiiationfi 
for  this  mlsaion,  it  may  be  proper  eiiongh  to  uk 
for  thU  correspondeuoe ;  but,  at  present,  be 
Mold  see  no  nse  in  it.  He  boped  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  ^ve  bim  Kine  light 

Mr.  HiMTLTOH  said,  that  he  certunly  bad  do 
rigbt  to  find  fimltwlth  tbegeotlemaii  from  Een- 
tnck;,  for  tranaferriog  his  affectioni  from  bis 
own  bantling  in  favor  of  bis.  He  owed  it  to 
the  Home,  alter  all  that  had  been  said,  and  after 
tlie  special  reference  to  himself  yesterd&j, 
briefly  to  explain  tbe  reasons  wiij  be  had  not, 
before  this  timo,  called  ap  tbe  oonsidwatioQ  of 
this  reeolation.  And  bora  bemnstbepenidtted 
to  remark,  that  when  he  read,  or  heora  nai,  in 
the  Prerident'i  meesaice,  that  he  proposed  to 
send  CommiasioDcn  to  join  In  tbe  deliberatioDS  ot 
tbe  Congress  of  Panama,  he  was  led  to  oondode, 
troca  tbe  character  of  our  QoTermnent,  that  a 
mesanre  so  new,  (be  woold  not  call  it  astartliag 
noveltj,  as  he  did  not  intend  to  commit  himself 
at  least  at  this  time,  by  any  eipreesiou  <^  opin- 
ion,) that  a  propomtion  so  portentously  Intfirest- 
'  I   the  foreign  relations  of  the  country, 


cated  to  this  House  wiUi  the  meeaage  which 
was  sent  to  the  Benate,  because  it  was  rather  to 
be  considered  as  a  national,  than  nn  Eieontive 
measure;  and  as  it  migbt  involTe,  oltiniately, 
tbe  most  important  contdderations.  When, 
however,  he  found  this  was  not  to  be  the  course 
of  tbe  Executive,  he  had  submitted  tbe  reaoln- 
tion,  under  an  impreenon  tbat  tbe  sooner  Ibe 
informatiDn  oonld  be  bad  tbe  better.  On  the 
day  on  which  its  consideration  was  in  order,  tbe 
Ohairman  of  tbe  Oommittee  of  Foreign  Relations 
was  so  kind  as  to  seek  him,  in  order  to  state 
that  he  had  ooinmnnicated  with  tbe  Secretary 
of  State,  and  that  the  information  deeired  wontd 
oome  here  at  the  proper  time,  and  in  dae  season. 
The  gentleman  from  6eoi«ia,  the  Ghairman 
of  tbe  Committee  of  Foreign  Belations,  advised 
bim  not  to  preea  the  consideration  of  (be  reaoln- 
tdon,  as  it  might  be  regarded  as  a  violation  of  a 
proper  feeling  of  delicaoy  to  tbe  PreaidenL 
Convinced  of  the  kindness  of  the  oonnsel  of  tbe 
gentleman,  be  was  induced  to  snroend  tbe  call ; 
and  he  was  not  displeased  t«  find,  that,  among 
Nntlemen  sappoeea  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of 
ue  Eseontive,  the  snspenaion  was  approved  of; 
and  that  they  conaidered  it  above  all  things, 
especially  iqjarioua,  as  serionsly  Tiolating  pre- 
cedent and  practice,  to  call  np  a  cocaideration 
of  this  kind,  while  an  Ezecntive  measure  was 
pending  in — another  bniiding,  which  shall  be 
nameless— not,  however,  more  than  three  hnn- 
dred  feet  distant  from  tbis.  He,  accordingly, 
gave  notice  tbat  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  reso- 
lution was  suspended,  and  tbat  he  wonld  prob- 
ably call  it  np  at  some  fatnre  period.  He 
found,  however,  some  change  of  sentiment, 
after  the  lapse  of  three  weeks.  Borne  of  those 
individnals,  having  the  confidence  of  tbe  Ad- 
ministration, who  had  at  first  snppofled  that  it 
might  be  violating  the  rules  of  decorum,  to  the 
Freaident,  to  press  it  at  tbat  time,  now  uionght 


that  it  migbt  he  acted  Tipon  with  safety:  <U 
the  measnre  was  now  right  and  proper:  tbd 
we  oQghtto  have  tbis  informatiouatoDiM.  I> 
timatioas  of  this  sort  be  had,  in  convenitiai, 
recdved  from  some  of  tboee  gentlsnea,  irboi 
he  had  reason  to  believe  enjoyed,  in  an  tqiedd 
manner,  tbe  confidence  and  r^ard  of  tlM  Ad- 
ministration :  and  it  was  not  a  little  licgniB 
tbat  they  were  commonicated  to  him  preoNlj 
at  tliat  time  when  the  gazettes  of  Ihii  dl;  ^ 
ventured  to  inform  the  pnblic  that  tbiseplm^ 

Eroject  had  eUeahere  enooimtered  eerioa)  m- 
airassment.  He  appealed  to  this  as  a  piMt  d 
contemporary  history,  as  he  wonld  to  any  bt 
in  Hnme,  or  any  other  historian^  and  hopei  bt 
would  not  be  oonsidered  as  violatiiig  uj  rail 
of  order  on  the  snljeot.  To  those  geatleiMi, 
whose  Bomples  in  r^ard  to  that  comity  wUd 
is  due  to  the  Executive,  had  been  so  Hbortlj  » 
pressed,  he  oonld  not  bnt  reply,  that,  if  ths  ob- 
jection was  originally  sonn^  that  the  puHp 
of  the  resolution  would  violate  a  proper  dt- 
oomm  towards  tbe  Executive,  itcsmenowwitli 
redoubled  force  when  the  subject  was  before  > 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legidatue,  mitt 
auspicee  to  which  it  was  not  bis  province  our 
to  refer;  but  which  would,  neverihelw,  1« 
fall^  understood  by  the  House :  and  list,  ^ 
getting  np  a  popular  diacnsaon  at  this  timet  '^ 
this  House,  on  a  subject  pending  ettnei^ 
might  wear  the  appear&nce  of  our  intending  bi 
act  and  re-act,  tbrougb  public  opinion,  mw 
deliberations  of  another  body.  _, 

Tlteae  were  the  reasons  which  he  had  aroww 
in  declining  to  act  on  suggeetiona  wbiotii^ 
onerpeoted,  at  least  in  tbe  quarter  6«n  ^^ 
they  came. 

Ifr.  H.  said,  in  making  this  eiplma^  " 
r^ard  to  the  cause  of  the  unintemipted  Jw 
ber  of  bis  reaolntion,  he  candidly  conl(««  » 
felt  indifierent  what  direction  the  Howe  B^ 
give  to  it,  aa  they  had  been  pleased  to  ttfe  w 
resolution  out  of  his  own  bands.  He  wonldiW 
be  responsible  for  it  any  longer,  as  Uw  dw* 
aion  of  it  at  thia  time  was  not  of  his  M«k:^<if^ 
a  the  How  ™ 


would  trouble  the  Howe  *) 
but  a  ainde  word.  He  hoped  that  this  rw» 
tion  would  pass.  So  fiir  as  he  tnfl*,  " 
gentleman  ftom  Bonlh  Carolina  might  »" 
stated  very  correctly  what  occurred,  ^^^}^^ 
peered  to  Mm  to  have  given  very  little  ^^P**^ 
tion  of  the  delay  which  had  taken  plaoe;  ^ 
be  now  thought,  after  the  lapse  of  "> ."'"" 
time,  that  the  House  might,  wiUiont  m  '^ 
tation  of  disrespect,  ask  to  be  i'ifti"°^?jj 
lation  to  a  great  public  measure,  that  fflip" 
make  It  essential  for  Ibis  House  to  P^ 
some  important  act  of  iegialation.  -^  "^ 
able  member  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr-  ■"Jj' 
had  Iwd  on  tiie  table  an  afflrmative  «»li™°; 
oipreBdve  of  the  opinion  of  this  H"'^';'?! 
tion  to  tbe  policy  that  ought  to  be  pi"°'*'j^ 
aid  the  Soutii  American  States;  "Oi^fTi 
larly  as  to  the  contemplated  mission  to  "^^ 
It  was  true,  tbat  Uie  subject  of  our  to^f^ 
latlcme  had  a  more  doee  oonneetioo  ww"  "- 
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other  broDcli  of  the  LegialatnTe  tiun  with  this 
HoQH  ;  bnt,  in  all  matt«ra  wbioh  related  to  ex- 

Caa  gTowing  oat  dOioeb  relationa,  the  Hoose 
UDportaat  duties  to  perftnn.  It  doee  not,  at 
fireaen^know  tfaefaottoftbtaoue;  sod,  there- 
ore,  without  the  least  referenoe  to  what  hod 
been  done^  was  doing,  elsewhere,  he  Uioogbt 
that  thia  Hoqm,  as  wdl  as  die  pnblio,  mi^t 
ohooee  to  be  infonoed  of  the  trne  atate  of  fMta 
with  regard  to  this  oorreepondenoe. 

At  the  reqneet  of  Mr.  FowKtt,  the  roeolatioiu 
of  Mr.  Mdisb  were  then  read,  as  followB : 

"JlMAwd,  That  the  people  of  the  Untied  Stetca 
have  Tiewed,  with  deep  and  uxiooi  Milicitnde,  the 
eiirtlooe  of  the  people  of  the  eerenl  Statu  hi  the 
sonlbeni  part  of  thii  eontineat,  to  Hcore  the  loes- 
timable  pririlpgea  of  Iiulependenoe  and  Mlf-gov- 
enunent :  that  thej  htre  seen  the  proofii  eihlhited 
of  their  fortitude,  patriotlam,  and  Talor.  with  ad- 
miration, lod  beheld  the  ntcoese  irith  which  a  gra- 
cious ProTidence  hath  crowned  their  anna,  with 
gratitude  tad  delight. 

"Bttolvfd,  That,  as  It  aceords  aBke  irtth  the 
generous  and  Bpontaneoaa  wiahea  of  tUa  people, 
and  the  soDndest  maiiiiu  of  pe8e7,  ""' ''" ' 


principles  of  whose  OoTemmentB  are  foonded  hi 
acknowledgment  of  the  equal  lighta  of  man,  the  ap- 
potntDient  of  Hinisteis  to  the  proposed  Congress 
of  Fanama,  li  a  measure  lUctated  b;  wisdom  and 
proprietj ;  and  provision  oo^ht  to  be  made,  bj 
law,  to  defray  any  expenses  tost  may  reealt  there- 
Mr.  FoBSTxa  (the  Obfrfrman  of  the  Oxn- 
mittee  on  Forei^  Relations)  rose  to  address  i, 
few  obeerratioDs  to  the  Obtit  on  this  neolotioii. 
By  the  adopttoo  of  a  rescdntion  of  tiiis  sort,  It 
would  be  asoeitaiiwd,  oertunly.  that  the  infor- 
mation called  for  li  b<iiieTed  oy  the  Eonse,  to 
be  of  a  character  whioh  the  pablio  interest  re- 
qniree  to  be  before  it.  Bat,  Mr,  F,  sud,  a  reeo- 
lation  of  this  sort  implies  eomethiDg  tnore 
than  that.  Bach  a  reeolntion  is  either  fonitded 
on  the  belief  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  does  not  intend  to  famish  this  informa- 
tion, or  on  the  belief  that  it  is  nnneoesaarily  de- 
layed by  the  President.  Apply  these  obeerra- 
lians  to  the  resolntion  now  Defore  ns.  Qentle- 
raea  >roald  recollect  the  statraaent  that  I  bad 
the  honor  to  maike  the  other  day,  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  btends  to  send  this 
information  to  the  Hoase.  Do  the  honorable 
fpentlemen,  then,  who  are  pressing  this  Teaoln- 
tion  on  the  Hoose,  mean  to  say  that  this  infor- 
mation has  been  improperly  delayed  t  Do  they 
mean  to  say  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
we  cannot  wait  for  the  decision  of  the  qoes^on 
by  the  Eiecntive,  as  to  the  proprietj  of  the 
time  at  whioh  tliis  information  ought  to  bo  I^ 
before  the  Hoose  t  The  oblieationa  of  offloial 
ooartesj,  aud  Mr.  F.,  reqnire  that  we  shonld  not 
present  onraelvea  in  tiiie  sspeot  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  calling  m  qneetion  the  dis- 
position of  the  President  ot  the  TJnit«d  State*, 
to  Uy  before  this  Hoose  information  whioh  he 
baa  oedated  his  intentioa  to  la;  before  them. 


ana.  [H.  or  B, 

Still,  Mr.  F.  Mid,  if  tibia  resolntiMi  wsa  prewed, 
he  should  vote  for  it ;  beoaose  he  woold  no^ 
on  the  gronnd  of  .oonrtesj  to  the  Chief  Ma^ 
brato,  Tote  against  a  call  for  any  infcnmaaon 
whioh  members  of  this  Honse  might  think 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  discharge  their 
pnblio  daties.  Bat  be  trgsted  that,  in  Uiis  case, 
the  House  would  do  no  saoh  thioB  as  to  make 
the  caB,  The  ioformaUon  proposed  td  be  oalled 
for,  is  to  bear  on  the  great  qaeetion  of  an  appro- 
priation for  MinisterB  to  Panama,  la  snoh  an 
appropriation  asked  of  ns  t  said  Mr.  F.  Will  it 
bef  Hoppose  the  Informatioa  be  raoeiTed  and 
disooswd,  and  we  resolve  to  make  an  appropri- 
aticot  for  lOnistera — does  this  affect  the  object 


information  to  be  elicited  by  this  resolntion  may 
have  an  indirect  inflnenoe — it  may  operate  on 
pnblic  opinion,  and,  tbrongh  it,  on  the  other 
branches  of  the  Goremment.  It  can  be  of  nse 
tn  no  other  way.  Now,  Mr.  F.  ewd,  no  Com- 
missioners have  been  appointed :  none  can  be, 
without  the  ooncorrenoe  of  another  branch  of 
the  Exeontive,  and  another  branch  of  the  Legis- 
latore.  Why  discosa  the  propriety  of  an  appro- 
priation for  this  purpose,  when  no  persons  had 
been  appointed  for  whom  the  appropriation 
conld  be  intended  I  Mr.  F.  said  he  had  made 
these  observations  from  a  sense  of  duty.  Tet, 
he  said,  the  pressing  this  resolution  at  tills  time, 
placed  him  and  the  House  in  an  awkward  situ- 
atioiL  He  oould  hardly  snppoM  that  the  matle- 
men  ftom  Kentooky  or  Ma«aahusetts  wished  b> 
do  any  thing  nnoonrteons  towards  the  Adminis* 
tratioD  of  toe  country.  Believing  they  had  no 
■Qoh  widi,  be  oonld  not  voto  upon  thft  restdn- 
tion,  without  first  asoertaining  whetiier  it  wa> 
the  sense  of  the  House  that  it  should  be  nreased 
to  a  dedsioo  at  this  time.  Wishing  to  allow  to 
every  gentleman  an  opportunity  to  entrees 
freely  Ma  views  of  the  question,  he  should  not 
now  make  the  motion  to  try  that  question,  bnt 
wonld  do  so  before  a  final  vote  was  taken  on  the 
resolntion. 

Mr.  MuLiBT  then  observed,  that  be  did  not 
know  what  polley  was  likely  to  be  iqjured  by 
passing  the  reeolotion.  He  was  not  aware  that 
It  would  bebvy  a  want  of  the  proper  deoorom 
which  ought  always  to  regulate  the  acts  of  co- 
ordinate branchea  of  the  Oovemment  towards 
each  other.  The  Prerident,  at  the  oommenee- 
ment  of  the  season,  had  stated,  in  his  meaeage 
to  the  House,  that  he  had  received  an  invitation 
to  send  Ministers  to  the  Oongreaa  at  Fauana. 
Mr.  M.  thoaght  that  the  information  now  de- 
aired  was  called  for  by  varions  considerations. 
None  oonld  think  that  the  asking  of  it  votild 
wound  tiie  feelings  of  the  Executive.  All  ad- 
mitted that  the  information  was  of  great  impor- 
tance ;  and  mnch  inquiry  had  )>een  exdted 
among  the  members  of  the  House,  why  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  bad  not  oalled 
up  his  resolntion.  Everybody  was  anxious  to 
see  the  correspondence  to  which  it  related. 
What  ulterior  measurea  were  t«  grow  oat  a<  it, 
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noMOonld,attlugmoiii«Dtio  mnobuprophMj': 
norwuit  eertun  tbittfaeHoQM  WDolaaotnpoa 
h  in  uy  mr  wtu>t«v«r.  The  gentlenun  from 
Bonth  OuoUu  had  B^d  tbmt  it  vh  to  Ibj  the 
fotudatioii  for  ta  ftpproprUtior  of  tooa^  tot  the 
■ending  ont  irf  *  Minliter.  For  hie  own  part,  he 
knew  nothing  ot  thle ;  bnt  if  Qm  inCiffmalicHi 
was  inqxMtant,  he  vidied  the  Hoaae  to  hareit; 
and,  be  imeomed,  if  (Hiof  amed  to  this  call, 
that  ther  would  get  it:  nnleea  tbe  Praideiit 
■lioiild  exert  tJ>at  power  irhlob  ia  glren  liim  hj 
tbeeonetitiitioii  to  withhold  the  aKntmndeaaon. 
But  on^t  thie  Honae  to  rit  ftill,  and  wdt  till  tilM 
Preddent  ihall  ohooae,  of  hia  own  mere  ntoUon, 
to  aend  them  fhia  oorre^KindeDoe  I  Unleaa  tiie 
Honae  enireaeee  ila  desire  to  poaaeaa  it  aooner, 
tbe  PreiideDt  win  wait  nntU  Exeootive  doty  re- 
QDiiea  him  to  eoamnnioato  it.  Without,  Utere- 
nre,  anv  resard  to  whatmar  be  going  tm  dse- 
where,  he  anoald  rote  tor  tUt  oall,  beeanae  he 
belieTed  the  infonnatlaii  intereeting  to  tbe 
oonntrj,  and  that  It  would  be  naeflu  to  this 
Booae  ai  an  iDdepeodent  body. 

Hr.J>wiaBT  Mid,  that  he  ahoold  be  the  laat 
pweon  who  would  aeek  to  t^eree  that  tmI  of 
■eoreor  whioh  tbe  oonititDtioo  baa  tbrown 
aroond  the  FnMint  and  the  Senate,  wbm  en- 
aged  in  Eieoative  bo^eaa.  But  waa  the 
ui^teet  wiah  to  Titdate  that  prtrac^  betr^ed 
brthiareeohitionf  ThePreddenthaaeipreMlr 
told  oa  that  ha  haa  bean  inritad  to  a  great  and 
vrightj  meaanre.  We  aak  for  infbrmation,  tor 
the  pnrpoae  of  enligbtentDg  oar  minda  with  re- 
lation to  iL  With  onr  preaent  knowledge^  we 
Me  not  competent  to  torn  any  eorreot  judgment 
on  the  8Dt!)ect.  I1>ereeolntionoftbegentwnuu) 
from  PennajlTania  oommiti  Ibe  Honae  Mid  tlte 
nation  to  an  expteeaion  of  fteling,  in  relatii»  to 
thiameasnre:  a  meaaaie  Intertwined  with  aome 
<d  Um  beat  fbelings  tf  the  Amerieen  people. 
We  meialr  aak  thePraaldeotto  eommonieateto 
tw  now,  that  wUoh  be  haa  pfimdaed  to  oom- 
mmiieato  at  aome  time;  yet  we  do  not  take 
away  from  him  the  ezercbe  of  that  diaoretion 
which  the  oonetitation  haa  wlselr  reaerred  ' 
^  Bzeontire  Kagiatrate. 

Ur.  OAUBKBLBia  agreed,  entirely  with  tbe 
gratleman  from  Haaaaohiuetta.  He  thon^^t 
the  Hooaa  ongfat  to  get  all  the  inftwrnation  on 
ao  important  a  meaanre,  whioh  oan  be  obttioed ; 
and  when  it  ahonld  be  receded,  be  waa  willing 
and  read7  to  ^  aa  &r  a*  aaj  member  of  thia 
Honaab  in  relation  to  South  Ameriea.  He  em- 
ddered  thia  miHoon  aa  preeenting  a  great  qnea- 
tion ;  and  whether  the;  ahonld  be  railed  oa  to 
decide  <m  tbe  reeohiticm  ot  tbe  gentteman  from 
PemurlTania,  or  to  paee  an  ^>pn^riati<»  UH, 
it  waa  eqaailj  important  that  Uier  abonld 
poaaeaa  the  knowleoge  in  qoeeticm.  He  had 
risen  for  the  pnrpoae  of  ingpatinf  to  Oie  gentle- 
man frran  Botith  Oan^ina  to  atiike  ont  that  part 
cf  the  reedotion,  with  which  ft  oondndee,  in 
the  UBoal  wcH^  "if  not  inoompatible  with 
tbe  imblio  wel&re."  He  thoo^t  that,  on  a 
qneation  ot  looh  vital  importance,  and  one 
Vtdch  might  poaaibl  J  toTolTe  the  fiitare  dotdnj 


of  thi«  eoontiT,  It  WM  reqtdrito  Oiat  tliie  Hew 
ehonld  be  pat  iD  poaMarion  of  tbe  wlob  rftb 
&cta  on  thia  ntjeet,  eTon  to  tbe  iMlndim 
'  \t  ie  ffwm  to  our  OammiMimfr. 

—UOLTOB   i^   befbre  be  replied,  i» 

wiehed  to  know  whether  tbe  rcMhtlon  nw 
reallr  belonged  to  bim  or  to  tbe  potatiTe  &&r 
ofiti  HeecnaentedjlMnreTer,  tothemo«» 
tion  pn^NMed  hj  tiM  gentwoun  from  Km 
Yt^ifbe  bad  the  control  ofit:  andtbevit* 
were  then  iMcken  from  tbe  reecdntioD  bjito 
Ole^ 

Hr.  WiMm  tiin  moved  that  tbe  wot*  h 
reetwed.  He  Mttd  (bat  In  aU  <mUb  for  inlbrae- 
tion  which  Ii  in  tbe  poeeeeelon  of  the  Frarita^ 
it  waa  nmal  and  proper  toliniittlieeaIl,inlbi 
flrat  initanoe,  hj  the  faiaertifm  of  thii  dtm: 
and  it  waa  Ter7  M>Tioaa  that  when  neb  ■  findk 
tiw  waa  introdnoed,  ttie  oaDon^tiobeiu'i 
at  aa  eariraperiodin  theeeedonia  k^iA- 
cable:  and  then,  if  tbe  reply  to  it  doM  art  m- 
wlBb,ther«rfto««j*i 
ial  oommmiieitioa  m^ 


„  ™_  ,—  in  bia  bandi^  oo  '  I*** 

snUeot  wilbont  laaTii«  U  danetiooirT  viA 
himtowithbold  aaohpartof itaahantjg- 
poea  tbe  pnUlo  good  forbida  to  be  ennB»- 

Vt.  OuaaxLxso  observed,  fat  replr,  tU  it 
"  n  iMowi 


oonaeqnenoe  of  a  aaneetion  Jtowaw 
from  tbe  gentleman  ftvm  ManaobnMttt  mw 
that  he  had  propoaed  to  the  gentltmin  in" 
Sooth  Carolina,  Qb.  HamltoiO  to  hk^JT 
reeolntion  in  tbe  mannw  wbi«h  be  hM  oWt 
and  be  woold  aak  bow  that  gtoOmMB,  tf<V 
otheOTL  eonld  be  ptepared  to  Toto  ooHw  M^ 
tion  of  the  genfleman  fh>m  T^taisjrnm^ 
Mnro,)  or  how  he  oonld  teU  whether  a  B«* 
onght  to  be  aeot  to  Panama,  mien  bala«n 
what  it  ia  intended  be  ahaU  do  wbm  to(« 
tberet  Ii;  howewr,  he  had  ri^y  <n**^ 
tbe  gentleman  fhm  IbaeaehDaetta,  wj*  U 
geeted  that  tbe  Honae  need  not  act  iff^ 
until  It  Bfaall  have  leoeiTed  the  whole  of  ««»; 
formaaon,  by  a  aecret  and  oo^^^^^ijZ 
mnnioation.  If  anoh  be  tbe  nnderrtaoM  f* 
tween  tbe  Honae  and  the  Eieonaw,  «" 
wilUng  to  take  tbe  gentieman'e  x^fT^ 
t^lSwm^  he  waa  a  warm  •*«!»"  "JE 
South  AmeilMn  oanse,  yet  he  ootfd  sMT^ 
nnderatandingly  in  the  pneent  taae,  moi 
knew  the  whole  of  the  grounda  on  »■»«  "■ 
nation  waa  to  proceed.  ^  >.  w 


eonoeded  on  all  hand^  tbit  the  ii— .  ^ 
to  be  given,  at  aome  time.  Ii^^^^if 
time  pK^er  for  givins  it  had  now  H^T^ 
deed.itbadnotalreatb'goneby.  Tliew^^ 
at  Panama  ia  already  to  m^""- JS«Sli« 
may  be  called  npcoi  to  make  an  W^qm- 
fOT  a  MlniM»r,  and  the  Ohdrnian,«J'Xtl»i 
mlttee  of  Waye  and  Ueans  «^4*iJS 
not,  bear  witnew,  that  l^f<l^JSi5ff. 


methnes  eipwien 
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Iflsoe  it  «u  important,  that,  if  we  r«oriTod 
his  informstioD  at  til,  it  was  detdrabte  wa  ahoald 
ec^T«  it  as  early  aa  posgible.  "^  it  be  weU 
ions,  'tver«  well  it  were  done  quioUj."  All 
hmt  the  House  is  entitled  to  aak  for,  is  that 
rhioh  is  laid  down  in  the  Freaident'B  Heauge. 
Here  he  qnoted  tt(at  sentence  in  tlie  Message 
rbioh  relates  to  this  subject]  He  was  not  of 
ipinion  that  the  House  has  the  right  to  call  for 
be  iaitraetioM  tbat  maj  be  g^reo  to  our  IGn- 
ster ;  having  premised  this,  he  would  Tote  for 


Mtween  the  Honse  and  the  Executive ,  .  .  .  . 
NilT'said,  that,  if  the  preaent  call  should  be  made 
n  the  ordinary  form,  and  the  Hooae,  whw  it 
recwvea  tlie  answer,  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the 
Pieddent  has  not  oommonicated  all  that  is  de- 
drabla,  it  may  make  a  farther  coll:  and  if  the 
President  shall  not  luve  sent  a  part  of  the  in- 
Ibnnatitm  beoanse  he  thinks  it  onght  not  to  be 
lude  pnblio,  it  may  then  be  made  the  snl^eot 
if  a  second  and  omfldential  oommmiioadon. 

The  ameodnwnt,  ofitn«d  by  Mr.  Wumx^  «m 
then  adopted  by  the  Honse. 

Ur.  Flotu  then  said,  tf  tbia  was  any  ordinary 
soil  for  information,  the  Honse  wonld  not  have 
been  troubled  with  anyremarkaof  his.  He  had 
always  oonaented,  and  always  shoold  oonsent. 
io  any  and  every  call  for  iefonnaiioa-  He  had 
seen  nnwitling  to  adopt  the  amendment :  he 
ihooght  that  the  Honse  onght,  at  least,  to  have 
til  the  information  that  can  be  obtained,  if  It  is 
x>  decide  on  this  subject  The  qnestion  is  new 
M  the  nation,  and  to  this  Honee ;  if  this  amend- 
Dttit  aball  be  mut^ned  in  its  pTes«>nt  form,  the 
Prteident  will  send  ns  Jnst  so  much  infbnnation 
IB  he  thinks  we  ovgM  to  have ;  and  then,  to 
mable  this  Honse  to  fbrm  with  dignity,  a  oor- 
^eot  deoiaton,  we  most  ooqjeotnre  the  balance. 

Bat  said  Mr.  F.,  I  am  oppoeed  not  only  to  the 
unendment,  hot  to  the  rewdotion  itael£  Where 
s  the  man,  in  this  whole  nation,  not  ezdndtaig 
Jm  Fieddent  himself^  who  can  tell  what  this 
i^ODgreBs  of  Panama  will  lead  to?  I,  at  least, 
m  thia  subject,  shall  be  allowed  to  be  ftee  from 
l>eraonal  faelinga  towards  these  people.  '  When, 
)o  a  former  occasion,  the  whole  wei^t  of  £z- 
Kiotive  influence  sal  (to  use  the  ezpreauon  of 
m  intelligent  gentleman  on  this  floor)  like  an 
ineu^iM  on  the  qneation  of  scknowlediong  ^e 
ndependeuce  of  the  Bonth  Amerioan  Btotee,  I 
was  one  of  those  that  dared  to  oome  in  contact 
irlth  Hieoative  opinion,  and  vote  fbr  the  inde- 
pepdenoe  of.  those  States.  I  entertdned  that 
Tirinion  then ;  I  entertain  the  same  winion  now, 
md  predsely  in  the  same  decree.  Sir,  I  am  in 
hvorof  this  people,  and  I  am  in  &vor  of"an 
American  policy.  Bat  U  this  to  lead  ns  to  all 
the  entangling  consequences  which  may  grow 
3nt  of  this  Oungress  t  I  have  onderstood  that 
lUa  Oongrees  at  Panama  is  intended  to  )»  a 
xnnterpolae  to  the  Oongrees  at  YeiDDA:  Uiat, 
Vol.  vm^-u 


aa  that  Coiigrees  has  declared  that  they  will 
bring  1,200,000  bayonets  agajnat  any  people  in 
Europe  who  shall  adopt  a  set  of  principles  look* 
ing  towards  liberty,  tnis  Oongrese  ia  to  declar^ 
that,  on  the  American  OontJnent,  no  form  of 
Qovemment  aboil  be  adopted  but  a  republican 
form.  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  imy  such 
scheme.  If  yon  wish  to  protect  the  cause  of 
liberty,  and  of  free  nations,  let  ns  send  Ambaa- 
sadors  to  these  people  ;  let  us  negotiate  treaties 
with  them,  as  we  have  b^on  to  do.  I  have 
seen  the  treaties  with  Uezico,  with  Qnatemala, 
with  Colombia:  we  all  know  the  provisiona  of 
theee  treatiea.  This  measure  was  very  proper; 
and,  if  it  i>  to  be  extended  to  the  rest,  it  will  be 
verf  well.  But  we^  who  have  e^jto'^  »  ^^^ 
Government  for  upwards  of  fi%  years,  are  we 
to  put  ourselves,  at  a  Oongresa,  on  the  some 
footing  widi  those  nations  t  Are  we  to  engage 
in  a  cmsode  ag^nst  the  Eolj  Alliance,  and 
plunge  ourselves  into  a  war  with  half  Europe, 
and  that,  too,  on  a  doabtfol  qnestion  t  Are  we 
going  to  mute  onrselvee  in  this  alliance,  and 
lend  our  aid  in  saying,  that,  as  the  tyrants  in 
Europe  have  deolared  there  shall  be  no  republic 
on  that  Continent,  we  will  follow  the  example 
and  ordain  that  no  nation  on  this  Continent 
shall  be  any  thing  but  a  republic )  That  we 
will  dethrone  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  go  to 
war  with  any  part  of  uie  Continent  tbat  ohooeee 
to  have  a  king  to  govern  it  t  . 

Sir,  there  is  another  sal^ect  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Bonih  Carolina  ought  to  have  weighed 
well  before  he  stirred  in  this  matter.  8haU  we 
not  be  told  by  this  Congress  that  every  man  on 
this  Continent  is  entitled  to  liberty  t  Shall  we 
not  be  called  on  to  oonsolt  what  amonut  of  men 
and  money  will  be  requisite  to  litierate  Porto 
Bico  and  Cuba?  and  to  settie  what  shall  be  the 
condition  of  Hayti?  All  tbeee  sul>jeots  wiU  be 
debated,  ta  full  conclave,  and  will  be  settled  by 
toU.  Does  it  require  the  spirit  of  divination  to 
tell  in  what  utuation  an  Amerioan  Ambassador 
will  be  placed  there  t  One  in  seven,  sir.  I  snp- 
poee.  Alts  Pem,  and  the  Bands  Oriental,  for 
aught  I  know,  will  have  tlieir  Bepreeentatives 
there  too.  And  shall  we  put  the  whole  happi- 
ness of  this  people  at  hazard,  hr  oommitting  it 
to  a  vote  at  saoh  a  Congress  I  Yet  a  gentleman 
frt>m  Maryland  tells  us  that  what  we  do,  in  this 
matter,  we  most  do  ^teitZy.  Ye&air,  "quieiljf." 
Sir,  is  that  the  way  to  legislate  for  ten  millions 
of  people,  and  on  such  a  question  as  this  t 

The  Preaident  tells  us  he  ahall  send  a  Minister ; 
and  bB  we  have  to  do,  is,  to  appropriate  for  his 
expenses;  and  when  we  ask  for  some  litUe  in- 
fbnnation  abont  it,  the  gentleman  t«lla  na,  what 
wedowemnstdO])wuM%/  Sir.  who  is  here  so 
ignorant  as  nut  to  knotr  tbat  tne  Congress  of 
Verona  is,  in  tmth,  perpetnally  in  seeuon) 
That  the  monarclis  who  oompoee  it  are  in  per- 
petual oorrespondenca  and  have  fixed  thwr  eyes 
on  the  nations  of  the  Southern  Continent! 
Will  they  shut  their  eyea  to  what  Is  done  at  Pa- 
nama !  Sir.  I  shoidd  like  much  to  know, 
whether  an  Ambaasador  is  to  be  reoedved  there 
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from  the  Repnblic  of  Hajti  F    Is  this  ooe  of  the 
objects  in  vlewt    Is  this  OoDgraas  to  tell  tbe 

C'emsQ  from  Soatli  OaroHaa,  and  all  of  tu 
the  Soatbeni  Stated,  that  "allmeDare  free 
and  equal;"  andif  jon  loin  tu  to  commaitd  the 
Emperor  of  Bnudl  to  aeaoeod  from  hii  throne, 
we  shall  then  turn  round  to  f  on,  and  Bar  to  the 
United  States,  "  every  man  is  free ;  and  if  yon 
refuse  to  make  them  so,  we  irili  hring  MTea  re- 
publics, in  full  march,  to  oompe)  yoa,  in  the 
game  manner  that,  on  tbe  other  Oontlnent,  the 
Holy  Alliance  sent  their  combined  armies  to 
biaroh  against  Nq>]e8 ) " 

Sir,  I  repeat  it,  I  feel  as  mnoh  enthusiasm  in 
the  cause  of  South  American  liberty,  as  any  man 
on  this  floor  feels,  or  can  feel ;  bat  when  I  think 
on  the  peace  and  happiness  of  my  own  oonntry, 
I  stop  shorty  I  would  deal  ont  to  them  the 
blesams  of  liberty,  and  all  the  other  blesainj:^ 
which  follow  in  its  train,  with  a  liberal  hand — 
bat  I  am  as  onwilliiu;  that  these  people  shoold 
have  the  control  of  our  interests,  as  that  the 
King  of  Enalaad  should ;  a  gentleman  to  whom 
I  am  not  thought  to  bear  aoy  very  partioolar 
afibcdon.  (I  bear  toward  htm,  bowever,  as 
maoh  good  will  as  toward  the  ottiers ;  and  am 
^ad  to  perceive  that,  after  sixty  yeuB  of  mis- 
rule, that  Gtivenunent  is  be^nning  to  get  right 
in  its  course  of  policy.) 

Formerly,  sir,  when  a  negotiation  was  pro- 
posed by  the  President  of  the  United  Btatea,  he 
first  came  to  this  House  and  ascertained  whether 
the  requisite  funds  would  be  granted ;  and  then 
be  made  the  treaty :  bo  WashingtoQ  did.  Bnt, 
since  that  day,  the  treaty-making  power  has 
prostrated  the  constitntion ;  and  now,  they  first 
make  treaties,  and  then  ask  ns  to  appropriate 
the  money  that  is  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
Sir,  I  can  see  nothing  aronnd  as  bnt  dark,  low- 
ering, portentous  storms,  I  am  opposed  to  this 
whole  matter  of  Panama.  But,  if  we  mu«t  take 
tbe  draught,  bitter  as  it  is,  let  as,  at  least,  have 
light  to  swallow  it ;  let  us  have  all  the  informa-' 
tion  that  can  be  given  upon  tlie  snbjeot.  BaL 
no;  we  are  to  go  to  tbe  President's  door,  and 
*S7i  "  K^ve  us,  if  yon  please,  what  you  Oiink  it 
is  proper  we  shoold  have.  "  Sir,  are  wa  not  fit 
tone  tmsledl  The  langaag«  of  all  these  reeoln- 
tions  is  the  same ;  and,  when  I  heard  the  reeoln- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  fr(»i  Pennsylvania  (Ur. 
Uiszb)  read  tiie  other  d^  at  the  Olerk'a  table, 
(I  WIS  not  in  the  Honse  when  it  was  offered,) 
it  sounded  to  tne  like  the  voioe  of  an  old  ao- 
qnuntanoe.  Sir,  I  have  not  altered  any  of  my 
aenUments  on  the  saljject  of  American  Uberty, 
and  I  Boppose  I  m^  make  thia  open  exposition 
of  those  sentiments  wilhont  being  exposed  to 
any  partioolar  charge  of  arraying  myself  ag^nat 
"  the  administration  I "  The  onnions  I  oppose, 
are  tbe  squalid  and  deformed  oaspring  of  Enro- 
peao  politics-^et  ns  sot  adopt  th^n  aa  «nr 
ohildren. 

Ur.  Wkbstkb  edd  be  hoped  the  Eonse  wonld 
disonae  this  snl^eot  In  a  manner  which  became 
tbe  snlgect.  He  was  nnwilling.  In  this  stage  of 
it,  to  oommtt  himself  on  the  qneation  of  the  pro- 


priety lA  this  miadtn.  If,  indeed,  ha  renntd, , 
aa  the  gentleman  frvta  Tirginia,  who  bad  jat 
taken  his  seat,  appeared  to  reason,  it  wmtk; 
posnble  he  might  be  led  to  the  nioe  ecudoMi 
with  him.  The  geotleman  owumM  the  gnn^ 
and  then  dnws  his  inferences :  but  tbii  dil  art 
appear  to  )'<"'  a  very  eoaclomve  mode  of  nm- 
ing.  It  was  beoanse  he  wished  to  be  infooil 
of  what  the  gentleman  takes  fbr  gruteii,tU 
he  was  in  &vor  of  the  present  call  iai  io&tw 
tion.  The  gentleman  aays  there  is  to  bo  n  it 
lianoe,  o&nmre  and  defensiTe,  between  ill  tii 
nations  who  are  to  be  represented  at  Fuo^ 
and  he  wishes  to  know  wlietber  wa  we  to  bt 
committed  to  any  snoh  alliance  t  Sir,  IwiditD 
know  Uie  same  Uiing ;  and,  if  it  is  so,  it  viH  I) 
a  moat  material  fact  as  to  the  jadgment  I  ■ 
to  fbrm  on  the  whole  eabjeot.  Bo  tie  gaw 
man  wishes  to  know,  whether  tlttt  C<hi|K> 
trill  aoknowledge  the  Befinblie  of  Etftit  1 
wish  to  know  tbe  aame  thing;  and,  thewfa^ 
it  is  that  I  aak  for  thia  iufomiBtioD. 

As  to  Hvti,  howevw,  I  have  no  heaitito  a 
saying,  that  I  hardly  think  it  can  be  csDedo- 
dependent ;  nor  shall  I  tlunk  so,  as  long  *^ 
present  oommerdal  oonneodon  with  the  Boav 
country  oontinDea.  Bir,  the  great  digram  be- 
tween the  gentleman  and  myself  lies  in  dtfj 
he  takes  it  for  granted  that  Ihna  tlunpn^ 
happen;  I  wish  ^  know  whether  they  nlhVj 


not    I  feel  some  doubt  on  th*  p"? 

raestion ;  but  it  is  a  question  whiii,  »ft*  w 


lat  has  passed,  most  o 


tobedif 


onssed;  and  I  am  darirons,  that  when i - 
cuss  it,  we  shall  have  as  complete  a  kDinap 
of  facts  aa  dronmstanoes  will  elloir. 
Mr.  HiMiLTOH  a^  that  nothing  OHM  en» 

ElLfy  more  alrtm^  tbe  angular  retttion inwl 
e  now  stood  to  the  reeoli^on  under  oaa» 
ation,  than  the  &ot  of  the  gentlemia  «« ''^ 
ginift  (Mr.  Floyd)  Btqipodng  that,  in  MWW 
offering  the  re«dati(«,  he  was  '■op'^? 
very  fkvoraUe  pre-«xiBting  regards  for  tw» 
sion  to  Panama.  He  codd  tell  that  gentian 
that,  when  he  iH«sented  the  reeolntian,  tot'^ 
ferent  sentiments  were  imputed  to  .^i  ** 
without  oommitling  himself  in  the  "W^/^ 
gree,  he  would  venture  also  to  tell  him  IW  * 
wa*  as  little  in  love,  at  first  B«hl,  wM  ^ 
propoeitioo,  as  he  was.  He  would  mww* 
him,  that,  in  regard  to  the  peculiar  inWWr 
which  he  had  refeffed,  of  that  portiM  «  * 
Union  which  they  repreeented  in  <w^t2 
wonld  always  elicit  from  him  a  »n»"W'2'j 
fearlett  vindication  which  should  not  be  ««* 
even  to  bis  own.  ._j-. 

That  he  mi^t  not  be  any  longer  is^ 
stood,  and  bis  reeololion  be  used  by  a««*" 
an  instrument  for  their  own  purpoew,  f  ■' 
in  order,  lie  would  ask  leave  to  ^'fio^'J:,! 
lib-.  DKavTON  obeorved,  that ' 


le  thongiil  * 


Uoose  Bhouia  take  views  of  thia  «"'il^  jj, 
were  entirely  distinct  from  each  otwi.      , 
firat  is,  what  is  the  ol^ect  rf  the  reMloUM' T 
tbe  next  ia,  what  is  tbe  time  when  «*"" 
tain  the  infoniutdont    He  should  on i»* 
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derteke  to  isvettigate  what  wu  the  nature^  or ' 
what  were  likelj  to  be  the  efiboU  of  the  miasioii 
to  Pftntnut.  It  was  a  inigsioii  pregnaat  with 
importutt  aad  novel  ooiueqTienceB,  and  nnpre- 
cadeDted,  aa  be  beliered,  in  the  vuibIs  of  the 
nijted  Statea  -  He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  it 
was,  therefbre,  an  impnM>er  miasion ;  he  was  not 
lodiaed  to  haiard  what  uttle  reputation  he  poB- 
■eased,  bf  attempting,  at  this  time,  to  say  that  it 
was  proper  or  improper ;  be  was  without  the 
neoeaMTj  InformatioiL  and  he  ooald  not  feel  bis 
way  in  Uie  dark.  When  ha  sboold  be  able  to 
obtain  the  reqniute  knowledge,  he  should  feel 
Iiinuelf  in  otroDmstancea  to  form  a  better  jodR- 
ment.  TheiDigrion,Bofar  asbeknew,  waswitb- 
ost  a  precedent  in  the  histoiy  of  thia  country. 
Heretofore,  Ministers  had  been  seat  abroad  to 
settle  i^DeHtions  of  war,  of  peace,  of  navigation, 
of  commerce,  or  (rf'  boundaries  and  jurisdiction, 
which  had  reladon  to  onrgelves  and  the  oon- 
traotittg  party.  Bot,  in  this  case,  from  what 
means  we  have  of  determining  what  is  likely  to 
be  the  oonaeqnenoee  of  this  mi^on,  it  may  in- 
volve ns  in  an  alliaoce  in  which  the  United 
Stales  of  North  America,  and  the  United  Re- 
pobiios  of  South  America,  are  to  be  arrayed 
against  the  Holy  Alliance  in  Enrope,  It  seema 
we  are  eipeoted  to  interpose  in  a  great  contest 
of  liberty  againat  deBpotism,  and  that,  if  we  con- 
Bent  to  this  mission,  onr  doing  go  will  be  inter- 
preted into  a  willingnees  to  sonnd  the  tocein, 
and  declare  onrselvee  prepared  to  enter  the 
lists  againat  a  combined  world, 

I  do  not  say  that  these  oonseqnenoee  will 
necessarilj  resolt;  bnt  I  say,  when  we  consider 
the  language  of  the  reeolntlon,  which  declares 
tbat  we  ought  to  send  Ministers  to  Faaama,  it 
Bppears  probable  tbat  some  snoh  object  is  in- 
tended ;  and  if  so,  we  ooght  to  be  prepared  well 
to  connder  the  consaqnenoea. 

It  may  involve  ns  in  entangling  aOianoes 
with  a  mnltitnde  of  powers,  and  presents  a 
nninber  of  important  and  novel  considerations. 
He  hoped  that  we  should  have  all  the  informa- 
tion wbiob  the  natnre  of  the  case  demanded, 
and  that,  when  we  have  obtained  it,  we  shall 
pause  and  ponder  before  we  act 

To  what  conolnsion  we  may  come,  observed 
Ur.  D.,  I  cannot  now  say ;  I  am  not  in  cir- 
OTimstanoea  to  form  an  opinion ;  and  I  have 
laid  down,  as  a  role  to  myself^,  never  to  form 
on^  nntil  I  am  in  possession  of  the  fiiots  on 
which  it  on^t  to  rest  Bnt,  becaase  this  is  a 
great  and  a  novel  qneetion,  on  which  we  have 
to  determine,  it  is  paonliarly  necessary  that 
tre  approach  its  consideration  with  dne  can- 
non. This  I  think  we  shall  not  do  by  at- 
tempting, at  this  time,  to  press  the  resolution 
trhich  has  been  moved  by  my  oolleagne.  I 
think,  Ur.  Speaker,  that  a  due  deconun  is  as 
leceesary  to  be  observed  between  the  several 
iapartments  of  Oovernment,  as  between  pri- 
rate  individaals ;  and  that  it  can  never,  with 
>rDpriety,  i>e  violated,  onless  some  great  oc- 
lasioo  sbonld  arise,  when  the  liberty  and  safety 
if  the  nation  are  in  Jeopardy.    That  deoonun 


[fLoFa 

is,  in  my  opinion,  violated  by  the  present  reeo- 
Intion.  The  President  stated,  in  bis  Message 
to  this  House,  if  I  recollect  bis  language,  (and 
hia  langnege  is  usually  remarkable  for  its  cor- 
reotness,)  Uiat  "  Ministers  wonld  be  sent  to  the 
Oongreas  at  Fanama."  I  understood  him  as 
meaning  by  this,  that  anch  was  bis  judgment 
and  desire  on  ttiis  subject;  but  he  qualifies 
this  intjmation  with  the  remark  that  "  snch 
Ministers  wonld  be  instructed  to  do  nothing 
inconsistent  with  the  nentrality  of  the  tTnited 
Stat«8."  Tbouffh  I  em  forbidden  (and  vet7 
properly  forbidden)  by  the  rules  of  Uie  House 
to  refer,  in  debate,  to  any-  measure  which  Is 

nnding  before  the  other  branch  of  Congress, 
,)reBDme  I  have  a  right  to  refer  to  any  ^eon- 


whatever  may  b 


ter,  has  not  been  put  into  eiecntiou.  No 
Ministers  have  been  yet  commissioned.  We 
must,  however,  presume  that,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  high  trust,  he  sent  his  application, 
on  this  subject,  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
national  Legislature,  bat  that  it  has  not  yet 
been  acted  on  there ;  and  we  are  at  liberty  to 
conclude  that  the  reason  wby  it  baa  not  there 
been  acted  on  is,  that  that  body  consider  it  a 
matter  of  so  mnch  importance,  that  they  re- 
quire time  for  deliberation,  and  have  not  yet 
arrived  at  any  conclusion.  With  these  facts 
before  OS,  I  cannot  bnt  consider  the  appUcatJon 
which  is  proposed,  as  not  only  uncustomary, 
but  as  an  absolute  violation  of  decornm.  On 
the  general  object  of  the  resolution,  I  shall  not 
now  enter:  I  may,  or  I  may  not,  express  an 
opinion  on  it,  at  some  ftiture  period ;  bnt  I 
will,  in  the  mean  time,  move  what  appears  to 
me  the  praper  course. 

Ur.  Dbavtoit  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  but  agidn  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion at  the  request  of 

Mr,  Tbdible,  who  said  tbat  be  saw  nothing 
in  the  call  for  information  which  ongbt  to 
consume  the  time  of  the  House.  Some  ques- 
tions had  formerly  been  discussed  in  reference 
to  the  Sontb  American  Republics,  and,  as  well 
as  he  could  recollect,  the  calls  for  information, 
preceding  those  dtscnsaions,  had  been  made  at 
an  early  day  of  each  session.  Snob  had  been 
the  interest  heretofore  taken  in  the  welfare  of 
those  Republics,  tbat  information  bad,  on  some 
ocossions.  been  asked  for,  without  any  inten- 
tion^ at  the  time,  to  act  upon  it,  or  make  any 
farther  movement  Congress  had  now  been 
in  session  nearly  two  months,  and,  if  he  recd- 
lected  rightly,  the  House  had  formerly  called 
for  informi^on,  and  acted  upon  it  at  an  earlier 
day.  Why  delay  the  call  any  longer  \  It  is 
not  too  soon  to  make  it  in  the  nsual  and  regu- 
lar coarse  of  business.  We  all  wish  to  see  the 
correspondence ;  and  the  nation  at  large  may 
want  to  see  it  as  well  as  ourselves.  It  is  a 
matter  of  great  public  Interest,  and  the  will 
and  wishes  of  the  public  oagbt  to  be  oonsolted. 
If  he  was  at  liberty,  on  this  motion,  to  coi^eo- 
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tore  what  the  views  of  the  Ezecntive  were, 
u  others  hftd  done  in  their  remu-ks,  he  would 
not  infer,  fhtm  waj  tiling  be  had  seen,  tliat  s 
minion  to  the  Congreu  of  Panama  woold  lead 
to  an7  alliaQoes,  ofieanve  or  defenrive.  If  the 
ob|«cC  of  thia  miHion  wu  to  make  an  offenuve 
alTiance,  he  was  free  to  sa;  that  he  would 
nnita  with  his  frieod  from  Virginia  (Mx. 
YuyrD)  in  bis  opposition  to  it:  bat  he  under- 
stood, from  the  JlesHage,  that  thia  GoTemment 
did  not  intend  that  our  Ministers  ehoold  take 
an;  part  in  «n  j  of  the  discussions  in  that  Con- 
gress, which  might,  in  any  wise,  draw  onr 
seutralit;  into  qu^on.  He  was  satiafied 
that  DO  alliance  (tf  the  sort,  alluded  to  \tj  gen- 
tlemen, coold  have  entered  into  the  views  of 
the  Eiecntive.  Bnch  a  mission,  upon  an  oc- 
casion BO  new  and  extraordinary,  most  have 
mnoh  higher  objects  in  contemplation,  than  a 
mere  treat;,  offensive  and  defensive. 

It,  however,  there  was  kdj  danger  in  the 
mission,  that  in  Itself  was  a  good  reason  to 
hasten  the  call  for  information.  He  had  al- 
wajH  been  of  opinion  that  this  Honse  might 
properlj  act  upon  such  snbjecta,  either  to  Has- 
ten or  retard  the  movements  of  the  other  co- 
ordinate branches  of  the  Government.  It  was 
certainly  out  of  order  to  refer,  as  had  been 
d<ai&  to  what  was  snpposed  to  be  going  on  in 
the  Senate ;  but,  snppose  a  case  before  Qiat 
body,  oonnected  with  the  highest  interests  of 
the  country ;  and  suppose  that  doobts  should 
exist  in  the  miods  of  some  Senators,  as  to  the 
proper  course  to  be  taken,  would  not  such 
Senators  be  willing  to  know  the  views  of  this 
House,  before  tbej  should  act  decisively?  And, 
in  a  case  of  real,  not  imagtoarj  danger,  would 
it  not  be  right  to  understand  the  wishes  of 
the  coontry,  so  as  to  allow  the  action  and  re- 
action of  public  opinion  to  have  some  weight 
in  the  determinations  of  the  two  Houses! 
lliis  mission  was  b  question  of  national  policy, 
npOD  which  public  opinion  ought  to  have  its 
fhll  force.  It  woold  be  nseless  to  o^  for  in- 
formation after  a  false  step  shall  be  taken, 
however  fatal  that  8t«p  might  be.  His  leaning 
was  decidedly  in  iavor  of  the  miarion,  and  he 
thought  there  ousht  to  be  bat  one  opinion  in 
this  country  on  the  snbjeot;  but  it  was  poe- 
uble  be  might  be  mistaken,  and  would  not  pre- 
judge the  matter  either  way,  nntil  he  should 
see  the  correspondence. 

If  he  understood  gentlemen  rightly,  Ibey  did 
not  oppose  the  call  as  improper  in  itael^  but 
because  it  might  seem  to  manifest  a  want  of 
proper  decorum  towards  the  Senate.  He  saw 
no  disrespect  io  the  Senate  in  the  call  for  ' 


with  closed  doors  npon  Executive  bnsineas. 
Are  ve  about  to  open  them  f  Certsinly  not 
Are  we  about  to  ask  what  the  Senate  is  doing] 
Ho  such  thing.  They  have  a  right  to  shut 
tbeir  doors,  and  it  is  the  nsace  of  that  House 
to  do  se ;  bat  are  we  forbidden  by  oamity  to 
aak  for  information,  because  tha,t.  body  may 


happen  to  be  sitting  with  closed  doon  nadiif 
the  correspondence  wtJch  we  are  sakiiig  im 
President  to  lay  before  ust  The  Hobm  <m 
duties  to  each  other ;  bat  both  owe  dntiM  H 
the  nation,  and  each  to  ibMl£  He  couidvej 
it  the  doty  of  this  Honse  to  be  well  idbral 
opon  all  subjects  bronght  liefore  tke  oilff 
House  by  the  Eieantive,  for  its  adoption  w 
rejection ;  especially  where,  as  in  the  praal 
case,  great  nation^  interests  are  ccocarMd 
(7imitty  and  etiqnette  might  be  very  «iM  in  lbs 
proper  places ;  but  he  oould  net  sgm  ttJt 
matters  of  great  national  conoenmunC  iluiU 
stand  aside  for  such  reasons.  He  ooold  ne  u 
propriety  in  laying  the  resolution  on  ll»  i^ 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  as  well  tc  ddq 
the  discussion  on  the  merits  of  the  qnolia 
until  the  Honse  should  have  the  Cuts  bdiiit  it 
Such  a  miaeion,  in  his  opinion,  ought  not  to  bt 
rejected,  unless  this  Honse  ahoidd  eooEoiiB 
the  r^ection.  It  was  a  meason  iiToltiDf 
great  qaeeticms  of  pnblio  intereet,  which  ni^ 
influence  the  destinies  of  tliis  eooutrr  for  ^f 
come,  and  waa,  therefbre,  one  irf  the  um 
which  a  hi^  reqwDsibiUty  would  rtsl  ipi* 
both  HouMS  of  Oongresa  as  well  ss  npoa  lit 
Executive.  He  thought  there  was  notb  wn 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  a  rafaMl,  thv 
1  acceptance  of  the  invitation  to  meet  o" 
ater  republica  in  the  Congress  of  Pmsint- 
Mr.  DKiiTTOir  now  renewed  hii  mctiaif " 
Isy  the  resolution  on  the  table :  and,  m  IM 
question,  Hr.  Mircufx  asked  for  th«  jw )« 
nays ;  bat,  before  they  were  taken,  Ur.  Sui- 
TOB  again  withdrew  Ms  motion,  at  tiu  R4^ 
of  Mr,  Bdohabui. 

When  Mr.  Aiaxs,  of  Usm.,  dsmanMC  V» 
the  Houses  should  proceed  to  the  otdanoflt' 
day. 

The  Speaker  repUed,  that  the  hint  bra; 
dapsed  for  the  presentation  of  «*<'''''i'?^i: 
was  in  order  for  any  member  to  deint»|" 
orders  of  the  day ;  and  the  further  diseo»« 
of  Mr.  Haklion's  call  was,  aoecr^ii^,  h 
the  present,  Buq>ended. 

Thcesday,  rebruftr7  i. 
Qmgrtu  qf  Patiama. 

He  House  resumed  the  oonsWerstiMi  rf  » 
resolution  sabmitttfd  by  Mr.  Huauw,  «"• 
16th  December,  calling  on  the  Preaaent  «<" 
United  States  for  copies  of^the  uiTil>*«"(T 
to  this  Government  to  send  ICaisten  »>" 
Congress  at  Panama ;  when  ^  ,  ^ 

Mr.  Woon,  of  New  York,  obeerred,  tW  * 
wished  to  say  one  word  on  this  WiJ"*- J^ 
objeot  of  the  resolution  is  to  call  on  ™i^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  <!0'^^^-Z 
this  House  such  correspondenee  "  "'^ 
have  received  fh»m  any  of  the  Sonlh  Mi»" 
States  in  inviting  this  Govenunfflil  "  ' 
operation  at  the  Oongresa  to  be  held  «"°^ 
-ri^en  it  was  iutroJnced  into  the  HoW*| 
had  suppoeed  that  then  oonld be  but  om^j 
ment  on  the  matter.    He  took  W  »«  P*^ 
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liat  the  Home  voold  inBtaDtaneoaBlj  acuord 

0  the  proposition ;  and  be  wu  never  more 
istoDubed  than  U  the  course  of  tliis  debate. 
^  gentleman  &om  Bonth  Carolina  (Mr.  Bbat- 
ros)  has  told  as  that  the  measure  wu  nnpreoe- 
lented:  bat  how  nnpreeedented  t  Was  it  a 
hing  withont  a  precedent  that  the  feeUogs  of 
lie  American  people  sbould  respond  to  the 
topes,  and  r^oioe  in  the  opening  proepecta  of 

1  ^ople  Btrnnjtns  to  obtain  the  blessings  of 
ilvil  liberty  I  If  that  was  th«  geotleman's 
netming,  he  deided  the  fact.  He  would  refbr 
hat  gentleman  to  the  resolntion  introduced  into 
his  Honse  in  1818,  and  luuiminonalj  adopted 
n  1620.  He  wonld  refer  him  to  the  acts  of 
hia  Qoremment  fn  18IS,  '17,  and  '18,  when 
re  eent  meesengers  to  these  nstions  of  Sonth 
Lmerice,  witboat  any  oonunnuioaUon  having 
>een  addresBed  to  this  House  by  Uie  Executive. 
L  gentleman  who  preceded  these  oonuniasion- 
ir«  was  called  opon  for  a  statement  of  the  facte, 
rithin  his  knowledge,  in  regpe«t  to  the  oon- 
Ution  of  the  Bonthem  continent,  and  made 
me  of  the  most  volnable  com  monies tions 
rhich  has  ever  been  presented  on  that  snbjeot. 
3e  referred  to  the  gentleman  who  is  now  onr 
irorthy  and  honorable  representadve  to  the 
tfexioan  Qovemment.  The  feelings  of  Uiis 
Soase  were  then  in  acfiordance  witn  those  of 
mr  Southern  brethren,  from  the  Gnlf  of  Kesico 
x>  Gape  Horn ;  and  the  poise  of  this  nation 
lias  beat  in  mnpathywith  their  hopes  and 
hxn,  their  enflenngi  and  soocesses,  firom  the 
rear  1795  to  the  present  day.  The  fint  mo- 
oent'the  germ  of  liberty  fhictified  in  that 
kemiapbere,  we  sent  oomndseioners,  not  to  in- 
terfere with  onr  nentral  relations,  or  to  dictate 
10  Uiese  in&nt  repnblics  what  was  the  coorse 
Lhey  onght  to  porsne,  bnt  to  inquire  into  their 
kotnal  condition :  to  make  themselves  acqnunt- 
)d  with  the  political  state  of  the  oonntry  ■  to 
earn  what  were  their  wishes,  and  what  their 
MTOSDects  of  success ;  and  on  their  retom,  and 
>n  tne  groond  of  their  report,  this  Honse,  in 
18S2,  appropriated  one  hnndred  thonsand  dol' 
ars,  not  becanse  Unisters  had  been  sent  and 
nost  be  paid,  bnt  to  enable  the  Prerident  to 
?alfil  the  wishes  of  the  coontry,  by  sending; 
htm.  They  were  to  be  sent,  however,  to  snoh 
»Iy  of  these  provinces  as  were  in  actoal  pos- 
lession  of  Independence ;  they  were  sent  where 
lielr  presence  and  inflnenoe  mi^t  be  a  means 
>f  fostering  priaciples  allied  to  onr  own.  The 
neamire  now  in  prospect  was,  therefore,  not  an 
mprecedented  meamre,  bnt  a  measure  in  per- 
Tect  accordance  with  all  the  rest  of  onr  trans- 
tctions  with  relation  to  the  Sonth  American 
itttet.  When  the  resolotion  for  aobnowledg- 
ng  their  independence  was  first  Introdnoed 
into  this  Honse,  t,  said  Ur.  W.,  was  one  of 
ihose  who  were  opposed  to  it,  I  feared  the 
>tate  of  society  in  that  coontry  was  not  ripe 
lor  snch  a  measnre — that  It  wonid  be  pre- 
matDre :  bnt,  in  I8S0, 1  became  oonvinoed  that 
their  condition  was  snfBciently  matnre — that 
they  nnderstood,  and  were  prepared  to  appre- 


ciate, the  vsloe  of  liberty;  and,  in  fact,  wer« 
free.  I  adopted,  and  acted  on,  the  prinoiplea 
of  a  jentlemBn  whom  I  coU  the  Eortensins  of 
the  Weet,  sad  whose  orgnment,  in  this  Honsei 
npon  the  Booth  American  question,  eclipsed  au 
the  displays  of  eloquence  I  ever  witnessed; 
and  was  read,  as  I  bave  been  informed,  to  hia 
immortal  honor,  at  the  head  of  the  snnies  of 
Peru. 

The  gentleman  fWim  Bonth  Oarolina  t«Ils  ns, 
we  have  no  right  to  examine  into  the  propriety 
of  this  mission  to  Panama,  becaiue  it  is  entmst- 
ed,  by  the  constitntion,  to  another  department 
of  the  Government.  What,  sir,  is  this  Honse, 
whose  very  organization  was  for  the  pnrpose 
that  it  shonld  contain  and  express  the  senti- 
menta  and  feelings  of  the  American  people— 
shsll  this  House  be  restrained  from  the  expres- 
sion of  that  feeling  in  relation  to  a  great  politi- 
cal measnre.  involving  the  most  Important  in- 
terests of  this  nation  f  The  President  has  in- 
formed OS,  in  his  official  communication  to 
bath  Honses,  that  he  bos  received  on  invita- 
tion to  send  mesBengera  to  attend  in  this  Oon- 
gresa,  to  consnlt  with  these  yomig  and  free 
nations  on  arrangements  to  be  entered  into  for 
mutoal  accommodation  and  advantage.  Bir, 
what  is  to  restrun  ns  from  asking  for  the  fitcts 
of  the  case,  and  expresdng  onr  opinions  on  the 
OToper  oonrse  which  ooght  to  be  porsnedt 
The  constitution  says  that  the  President  shall 
have  power  to  appoint  ambassadors,  by  and 
with  OiB  consent  of  the  Senate.  Bnt,  ^,  I 
deny  that  the  Senate  has  any  jjrim  power. 
Their  right  is  to  oononr  in  the  appointments 
that  are  made.  Is  it  the  Senate  who  are  to 
prescribe  instruotions  to  foreign  ministers  t 
No,  sir ;  that  is  contrary  to  the  oonstitation. 
The  Fresideot,  and  none  but  the  Preddant,  la 
the  organ  of  oommonlcation  with  foreign  pow- 
ers. He  plans  the  treaties ;  he  Dominates  the 
men  who  are  to  n^otiote  them ;  and  the  onl^ 
right  of  the  Senate  on  the  snt^eot  is  to  refose 
to  consent  to  their  iqipolnbnent  on  the  ground 
of  onfltneas,  for  want  of  the  reqoirite  qnalifioft- 

[Here  Ur.  Wood  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Speaker  on  the  ground  of  his  taking  too  great 
a  latitnde  of  debate. 

Mr.  Wood  replied  that  he  had  never  jetwil- 
fUly  violated  any  of  tfie  rolea  of  this  Boose : 
that  he  had  not  conceived  that  be  conld  be 
out  of  order,  since  he  confined  himself  to  a 
path  that  had  been  trodden  bare  in  the  progress 
of  this  debate. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  gentleman's 
last  observations  had  not  applied  to  the  sol^jeot 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Wood  s^d  be  would  thank  the  Ohair  to 
state  what  was  the  subject  before  the  House. 

The  clerk  was  ordered  to  rsad  the  reeoln- 

Mr,  Wood  than  reeomed.  The  olfjeot  of  tJils 
resolution  ts  to  obtain  cert^  infonoatioa  to 
which  it  refen.  Can  any  gentleman  tell  me 
what  this  informatloaiat    Can  any  one  infDnn 
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me,  nhat  will  be  th«  answer  to  this  rMolntion  ? 
I  do  not  know,  bat  I  have  %  right  to  ooojeo- 
tnre. 

We  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  'Virpnia, 
(l£r.  Flotd,)  that  the  moat  tremendous  conse- 

aueoces  are  to  grow  out  of  this  miadon ;  that 
le  object  of  the  Cougreea  b  to  form  an  al- 
lionoe  of  repnblics  to  nonnteract  the  hoi;  al- 
liance of  linga  \  that  freedom  is  to  be  arrayed 
agunst  tjrannj,  and  the  canae  of  repreaenta- 
tJTe  Government  againat  the  arbitrary  sway  of 
legitimacy.  Admit  that  this  will  be  the  fact, 
and  la  it  an  objection  to  oor  embarkiiig  in  anoh  a 
cause  t  Bir,  I  mnst  have  some  stronger  reason 
than  this  before  I  can  believe  this  miadon  to 
be  onwise.  Are  we  not  Americans  I  Are  not 
the  principles  of  the  South  American  Statea 
oonlormable  to  aan  \  1»  it  unworthy  of  ns  to 
Join  with  this  group  of  repnblics,  and  band 
ooraelvea  agtunst  the  tyramiy  of  the  world  I 
Have  we  not  presented  to  the  eyes' of  mankind 
a  fit  model  for  their  political  reformation  %  But 
admit,  sir,  ell  that  the  gentleman  jkira,  a«  to 
the  intention  of  those  who  have  called  this 
Oongress ;  admit  that  Cnba  and  Porto  Rico 
ore  to  be  conaaered;  the  independence  of 
Eayti  to  be  acExowledged ;  and  some  new 
Fet«'  the  Bennit  to  preach  a  omaade  against 
monarchy— onght  we  noL  on  the  gentleman's 
own  principles,  to  send  mnisters  to  this  Con- 
gress, to  warn  oor  brethren  agdnst  such  an 
undertaking?  Shall  we  not  give  to  these 
yonng  nations  the  fruits  of  our  ezperienoe,  and 
the  benefit  of  onr  connael  I  We  know  what 
the  gem  of  liberty  is ;  they  do  not  so  well 
know.  They  are  yet  in  their  in&noy— we  are 
advandng  rapidly  to  manhood.  Ve  know 
that  Uie  great  prinoiples  of  liberty  oonsiat  in  an 
eqnality  of  rights  and  privileges,  and  a  fbU  en- 

iayment  of  religioua  toleration.  Suppose  they 
lave  formed  some  each  Quixotic  project  as  the 
eentlemaa  from  Virginia  has  hinted  at — shall 
Biey  not  be  indebted  to  our  principles  for  a 
wiser  coarse  ?  They  need  our  counsel.  They 
have  Bolicited  it.  They  will  feel  indebted  to 
onr  Uinisters  for  conrntanicating  it.  Shall  we 
not  tell  them  to  beware  of  forming  any  sach 
schemes  t  Shall  we  not  advise  them  to  tarn 
their  attention  to  their  own  internal  prosper- 
ity ;  to  the  enacting  of  wise  and  wholesome 
laws ;  to  the  introdacti«n  of  the  trial  bj  Jury ; 
to  the  erection  of  Bemiuaries  of  learning ;  and 
to  the  eecuring,  by  wise  and  liberal  mstito- 
ticNua,  the  eteraal  principles  of  liberty!  In 
their  present  atato  thej  cannot  be  free ;  it  is 
vain  to  think  of  it.  I  challenge  all  history  to 
produce  a  single  instonoe  of  a  nation  attaining 
the  possession  of  civil  liberty  who  are  under 
the  dominion  of  priests ;  yet  that  is  now  their 
condition.  The  priests  hold  the  land;  two- 
thirds  of  the  people  are  but  tenants  to  the 
monasteries.  Their  property  mnst  be  liberated 
from  this  thraldom.  Hitherto  they  have  had 
nothing  there  but  the  civil  law.  They  must 
be  tau^t  to  introduce  the  free  and  manly  spirit 
of  the  common  law,  and  the  use  of  the  trial 


by  jury.  They  have  hod,  indeed,  ths  imp 
of  a  otmstitntion,  but  it  haa  been  an  imprf 
iron  and  lead — of  diver  andgtdd-^bnond 
clay  :  it  is  friU  of  betwogeneons  and  ^Mndot 
parts.  They  must  be  taught  to  SDbftitBteln 
this,  a  system  of  equal  rights,  azid  ti  ubei  ■! 
rational  freedom. 

They  need  the  presence  of  our  Viiiiftaitt 
warn  and  instmot  them,  and  to  peraudetliai, 
if  possible,  to  seoore  the  blessing  trf  libetti  U 
themsetvea,  before  they  attempt  to  pmb  tb 
conquest  of  others.  The  dangers,  uierefbi^ 
whioh  the  gentleman  fr^m  Virginia  lu  pR- 
sented  in  such  striking  colors,  present  onij  ■ 
argument  of  tenfold  more  power  in  &t(7  of 
the  misMon.  Why  did  we  send  ICaiiUn  b 
1818  and  in  18S2,  and  from  that  tune  to  ItiitI 
It  was  for  purposes  like  those  I  havt  sw- 
tioned. 

{Ur.  UiTOHKU,  of  Bouth  OanOiDi,  dM 
Mr.  Wood  to  order,  on  the  gronnd  tint  lu 
remarks  were  taking  too  wide  a  range. 

The  Speaker  said  that,  when  he  had  inttn^ 
ed  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  tbe  fir- 
mer part  of  his  i^wech,  it  had  been  to  njp^ 
to  him  the  inexpediency  of  discossing  thei^ 
five  powers  of  this  House  and  of  th«  Senilt 
He  had  not  ezpreasly  pronounced  him  out  '^ 
order.  The  Chur  regretted  the  latitude  Thidi 
the  debate  had  taken,  and  ihongbt  thit  ite 
whole  debate  was,  in  some  d^T«.  ""'J' 
plaoe;  though  it  oonld  not  be  prononnw 
strictly  speaking,  to  be  out  of  order.  Tlie  ga>- 
tlemen  wno  opposed  this  call  for  infbniutiia, 
hod  endeavored  to  show  that  no  good  owj* 
qnences  oould  arise  from  the  missioD,  ssd  W 
Uierefore,  it  was  inexpedient  to  make  lie  »ll ! 
the  gentleman  ft>jm  Hew  York  was  now  ti^ 
the  other  side,  and  endeavoruig  to  ehow  w» 
good  might  arise  ftt>m  that  misaioD  u  u  [>- 
dnoement  to  make  the  call.  Ths  pertiMMJ 
of  an  argument  was  one  thing,  its  weigiit  "^ 
another.  His  own  opinion  was,  that  it  »om 
be  mnch  better  that  the  whole  debate  Aw" 
tie  deferred  to  a  different  occasion.  M  ■ 
the  point  of  order  had  been  made,  ths  «» 
pronounced  the  gentleman  frwm  N**  ** 
not  to  be  out  of  oraer.] 

Mr.  Wood  resumed.  He  had,  he  w"-"" 
stated  some  of  the  inducements  »'■'<'''-*' 
thought  ought  to  prevaO  with  the  Eiwnli'* 
to  send  Itniatore  to  thia  Congress.  "^  F*' 
demon  from  Louisiana  had  enumeratefl^ 
indncements.  He  had  endeavored  t(nMi«* 
the  enumeration.  The  gentleman  from  "^ 
ana  had  adverted  to  the  benefits  *hiai  ^^ 
arise  from  seonring  a  reciprodty  of  omuidB^ 
advantages.  It  is  said,  however,  tbil,  i^  J" 
treaty  with  Colombia,  this  reoiprocil?  twl » 
been  provided  for.  There  certainly  oonJo  new 
occur  a  finer  opportunity  of  securing  ^"^^ 
able  object.  These  South  AmeriMn  Si»^ 
contain  twenty  millions  of  freemen:  ™J.*jJ, 
require  the  supply  of  manu&otared  8"'^ 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  millioM  of  no*J 
Thia  oonntry  cm,  at  present,  supply  »««  »™ 
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bat  five  mUlions,  Where  mOBt  Omj  go  fbr 
tiid  other  ninet:;-fiTe  t  It  ia  evidect  thejr  most 
reoeiTe  this  fiom  other  coaotriee.  If  this  Oot- 
flrnmeDt  had  gives  protecting  duties  to  the 
smonat  of  one  hond^  per  cent.,  thef  would 
not  have  Kiven  such  a  atimalaB  to  the  inannfac- 
tnrins  inaoEtrj  and  enterprise  of  this  country. 
This  18  the  great  field  which  we  ought  to  cnltL- 
Tate :  it  opens  a  door  bejood  the  ntmost  ken 
of  onr  sight  To  Great  Britain  it  ia  greater 
Uum  India :  to  tbia  oonntrf  it  is  greater  than 
t^e  world.  And  there  is  no  gentleman  on  this 
floor  who  feela  for  his  country ;  who  is  iin- 
preaaed,  as  he  ought  to  be,  with  the  importance 
of  giving  a  proper  direction  to  it«  oapital,  bat 
ninst  long  ardentlj  to  see  some  arrangement 
made  with  tli&ae  8onth  American  nations.  On 
this  ground  alone,  t}ie  Preaident  would  be 
joatified  in  aending  ont  these  Miniaters. 

Hr.  UncHSLL,  of  TenneeaeeLhere  interposed, 
and  called  Mr.  Wood  to  order,  on  the  same 
gronnd  aa  had  been  done  by  Hj.  Mjtohbi.i,  of 
BoDtb  Carolina.  The  Ohair  decided  that  the 
member  was  in  order:  from  which  decision 
Ur.  MrrcHKLL  appealed. 

The  Bpeaker  having  again  atated  the  gronnda 
of  hia  ^iMon,  the  qnestiOD  was  taken,  and 
the  deoisioa  of  the  Speaker  was  affirmed,  ayea 
109. 

'iir.  OoKDior  now  rose  to  address  the  Ohair, 
bnt  was  called  to  order  by  Hr,  FoBsrm,  on 
the  gronnd  that  Mr,  Wood  waa  entitled  to  the 
floor, 

Mr.  Wood  declared,  that  he  relinqnished  his 
right  to  the  floor,  as  he  never  desired  to  apeak 
if  the  Honse  appeared  nnwilliDg  to  hear  him. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  moved  to  lay  the  resolation  on 
the  table ;  and,  on  this  question, 

Mr,  Tbdulx  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
They  were  taken,  and  were,  yeas  GO,  naya  IIS. 

Bo  the  Hoose  refused  to  lay  the  resolation 
on  Uie  table, 

Mr.  Wood  now  aaked,  whether  it  would  be 
in  order  for  him  to  speak  to  the  resolution. 

The  Si-uziu  decided  that  it  would  not  be 
in  order,  as  the  hour  allotted  to  resolntioaa  was 
past. 

Mr.  Maixabt  then  moved  that  the  rule  of 
the  Honae,  whidi  lays  this  restriction,  should 
be  Eospended. 

The  Bpb&xkb  replied,  that  no  rule  of  the 
Honse  could  be  saq>ended,  nnless  the  proposal 
to  do  so  remained  on  the  table  one  day  for  eon- 
mderatioD. 

The  Spukkb  then  annotmoed  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr,  Wbbotsb  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day,  until  to-morrow ;  observing  that, 
rince  this  discaBsion  had  been  entered  into,  it 
would  be  better  that  the  Honse  shonld  proceed 
irith  it  at  once,  and  bring  it  to  some  issue,  in- 
stead of  thns  taking  it  by  inttalnunU. 

The  qneetion  being  pot  on  Mr,  Wnrnn's 
motion,  it  was  dedded  in  the  affirmatiTe—ayes 
108,  noes  49. 

Bo  the  disciuaion  of  the  ntiJeot  proceeded. 


Mr.  'WiomrTK  observed,  that  he  did  not  rise 
to  debate  this  question ;  bat,  as  \he  House  had 
now,  by  a  large  minority,  virtnally  decided  that 
this  cajl  for  information  shonld  be  made,  he 
rose  to  entreat  both  the  friends  and  foea  of  the 
reaolntion  to  desist  from  further  debate,  and  to 
take  the  question  at  once. 

Mr.  MoDdtfib  now  offered  the  following,  to 
be  added  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion: "And  farther  to  communicate  to  this 
House,  all  the  information  in  the  possesaion  of 
the  Ezeontive  department,  relative  to  the  ob- 
jects which  the  Republics  of  the  South  propose 
to  accomplish  by  the  Congress  of  Panama,  and 
the  natura  and  wubttanee  of  the  initruetiim*  pro- 
poted  to  l«  gvoen  to  the  Minutert  of  the  United 
Statu  to  that  Congrem." 

Hr.  Webbtkb  observed,  that  the  amendment 
certainly  proposed  an  nnnansl  interference  with 
the  Eieontive  power.  He  believed  it  was  a 
thin^  altogether  without  precedent  to  call  for 
the  matmctiona  proposed  to  be  given  by  the 
Executive  to  a  Mmister  to  a  foreign  power. 

Mr.  HoDuFnx  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Hassachnsetts,  that  the  terms  of  his  pro- 
posed amendment  were  bnprecedented :  bnt 
they  were  so  because  such  a  case  had  never  oc- 
curred before,  as  that  presented  by  the  proposed 
Hisden  to  Panama.  He  undertook  to  say,  that 
the  whole  of  the  Information  songht  by  tbe  res- 
olntioo,  would  be  wholly  unimportant,  with- 
out the  provision  of  the  amendment,  to  which 
exception  had  been  taken  by  the  gentlemaa 
from  Hassachnsetts.  What  is  the  inquiry  for 
this  House  to  make!  What  do  we  want  to 
know!  Not  the  moving  cause  of  the  deter- 
mination to  nominate  Ministers  to  Panama; 
not  the  mere  copies  of  the  irfvitations  from  the 
Boathem  Republics — bat  the  trne  character  of 
the  convention  at  Panama,  snA  the  attitude 
which  our  Uiuisters  are  to  assume  there.  In 
what  character  are  we  to  send  Miniaters  there  f 
Aa  members  of  an  Amphictyonio  council;  to 
be  bound  ourselves,  through  our  Representa- 
tives, by  the  decisions  to  be  made  there!  What 
are  tney  to  do  there  t  How  are  they  to  partici- 
pate in  the  deliberationa  of  that  Oongreast  I 
understand  the  objects  of  that  Congress  of  Na- 
tions to  be,  first,  to  regulate  their  own  internal 
political  affkirs :  secondly,  to  resist,  effectually, 
the  Spanish  Monarchy:  and  thirdly,  perhaps, 
to  accomplish  some  o^r  vague  and  indefinite 
object.  I  wish  to  know,  tlien,  said  Hr.  HcD., 
what  instructions  our  Ministers  are  to  take 
with  themt  Are  they  to  participate  in  thede- 
liberatioDS  of  the  Oonvention,  as  to  the  pro- 
posed Federative  system  I  Are  they  to  partid- 
pate  in  its  deliberationa,  as  to  re«Bting  the  Span- 
ish Monarchy!  How  are  we  to  know  without 
being  apprised  of  the  nature  and  sabstance  of 
the  instrnctions  to  be  given  to  them,  how  they 
are  to  go,  what  tbey  are  to  do,  what  character 
they  are  to  go  in  t  This  was  the  material  in- 
formation^ without  which  all  the  other  informa- 
tion called  for  wonld  be  whoUy  unimportant 

Mr,  Wkbstbb  said  he  thought  a  little  refleo- 
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^on  wonid  Mtiafy  the  gentlemsn  from  Booth 
Oardma,  that,  in  his  motion,  he  was  leaping 
before  he  got  to  the  atile.  It  was  only  b; 
mutu  of  information  which  this  resolatioQ  pro- 
proses  to  call  for,  that  information  could  be  ob- 
faunod  of  the  terms  and  conditions  npoa  which 
this  Qonntrj  has  been  invited  to  send  Ifinistera 
to  E^nama,  and  npon  nhiclt  the  EiecotlTe  hu 
aoon>ted  the  invitation,  A  cardinal  principle 
of  this  miseiou,  the  Pre^dent  had,  in  bis  mes- 
sage, informed  the  Hoase,  woe,  that  onr  IQnis- 
ters  sre  to  do  nothing  and  settle  nothing  vhich 
oan  oompromit  the  nentralitj  of  the  United 
States.  The  call  for  the  instmctions  proposed 
to  be  given  to  those  Ministers  appeared  to  Ur. 
W.  to  be  a  most  extraordinarj  one.  Aa  to  the 
idea  of  an  Amphictjonio  council,  it  could  not 
be  within  the  reach  of  possibtlitj  that  the  Con- 
vention of  Panama  ooud  be  an  Amphictjonic 
oonndl.  It  voold  be  like  other  meetings  of 
diplomatic  agents,  where  each  one  acted  mde- 
pendently  of  the  other,  according  to  the  instrao- 
tjooB  of  his  own  Government.  It  oonld  not 
have  entered  into  anybody's  contemplation  to 
send  Ministers  from  this  conntrj  to  that  Oon- 
mss,  on  sny  other  footing.  Among  other 
things  to  be  transacted  there,  it  had  been  sog- 
gested  that  commercisJ  treaties  were  to  be 
formed ;  and  it  was  now  grarely  proposed  to 
call  for  the  instructions  to  onr  MiniB(«rs  relative 
to  the  formation  of  snch  treaties.  Was  it  ever 
before  heard  o£  that  the  gradnated  instmctions 
to  ft  Uinister  aorosd  were  called  for,  previous 
to  their  being  acted  upon,  so  as  to  make  pnbUc, 
bef(H«hand,  what  he  was  required  to  daim, 
and  what  be  was  anthorized  to  grant  or  accept  I 
This  reminded  him  of  the  case  of  a  Uinister  to 
a  (breign  power,  having  gradnated  instructions, 
who  exhibited  to  the  oppoMte  par^,  at  once, 
all  his  instmctions.  If  we  are  to  send  Ministers 
to  Panama,  with  pnblio  despatches,  we  defeat 
every  object  which  snch  a  mission  oonld  have 
in  Tiev.  Instmctiona  given  to  foreign  IGnia- 
'  ters  are  always  private,  and  neoeasarilj  so,  nntdl 
they  are  ftilflUed,  at  least. 

We  are  informed  by  the  Prerident,  (said  Mr. 
W.,)  that  an  Invitation  has  been  given  to  as  to 
send  Ministers  to  the  Oongress  of  Panama. 
Does  any  one  suppose  the  terms  of  the  invita- 
tion will  not  disdose  the  otyect  of  itt  We  are 
told,  also,  that  the  invitation  has  been  aooept«d. 
Does  any  one  suppose  we  shall  not  know,  from 
the  terms  of  that  acceptance,  the  purpose  for 
which  our  Ministers  are  going  I  To  ssk  for  the 
instmctions  proposed  to  be  gmn  to  those  Uin- 
isters,  is  asking  more  than  has  ever  been  asked 
before.  If  ever  a  case  can  arise  when  such  a 
call  would  be  expedient  or  Jnstjflable,  that  case 
certainly  does  not  now  exist. 

Mr.  MoDryTic  said  he  should  be  sorry  to 
have  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  he  could  fore- 
see any  thing  that  oonld  not  be  foreseen  by  the 
gentieman  from  Massachusetts;  but  he  qipre- 
bended  the  terms  of  the  call  proposed  by  the 
resointion,  merely  relating  to  the  circnmstances 
which  induced  the  acceptance  of  the  invitation 
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fhun  the  Bepnblics  of  Sootb  Amvic*,  were  not 
suScieotiy  oomprehenrive  to  elicit  all  the  infor- 
mation which  it  was  Important  for  thm  Hoote 
to  have  on  this  subject— <od  he  llierefcx«  widwd 
to  have  the  call  made  specific  to  the  point  m 
which  he  considered  the  infbrmatioii  most  im- 
portant. The  gentleman  from  MassnchaMtts 
seemed  to  suppose  that  the  whole  matter  eon- 
mnnicated  was  of  course  to  be  pabUabed  to  the 
world;  but  that  did  not  neoonoarily  follow. 
We  are  called  to  act  (ssjd  Mr.  UoD.)  n 
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is  one  which  ooght  not  to  be  adopts 
the  consent  of  that  body  in  whoee  hands  ib  the 
question  of  peace  or  war.  I  have  giren  no 
opinion,  sir,  as  to  what  may  be  the  cjiaraoter  of 
this  Convention.  That  ia  a  question  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  information  which  we  may  i«- 
ceif  e  respecting  it.  But  if  we  are  to  detenninSi 
here,  a  delicate  question  concerning  onr  rdo- 
tions  with  foreign  powers,  and  which  may,  in 
its  consequenoea,  involve  the  qnestiim  of  peace 
or  war,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  have  be- 
fore us  all  the  information  bearing  <hi  the  eaat. 
When  the  gentleman  ctunpared  the  propoatkH 
contuned  in  the  amendment  with  the  owe  of  a 
Minister  who  disclosed  at  once  hia  gradnated 
instructions,  did  the  gentieman  r^ard  tUs 
House,  in  its  relation  to  the  ExecotiT«,  aa  a 
foreign  power!  When  we  call  npon  the  Ex- 
ecntive  for  information,  is  he  to  deal  with  ns  as 
he  would  in  negotiating  witii  a  foreign  power! 
If  it  is  important  tiiat  toe  proposed  instrnctaaoi 
should  not  go  to  the  foi^ign  world,  let  thran  b« 
sent  here  confidentially.  The  information  on|^ 
to  be  so  sent,  and  so  used  by  this  Honae,  as  not 
to  pr^ndico  the  pnblio  interest.  This  much 
Mr.  McD.  ventured  to  say,— that,  whateitr 
might  be  the  sagacity  of  the  gentleman  frun 
Miwsaohnsetts,  or  of  any  other  member,  ha 
would  defy  any  member  <k  this  House  to  decUe 
this  measure  with  the  wisdom  which  its  impor- 
tance demanded,  witiiout  the  information  re- 
qnired  by  his  amendment.  He  did  not  hesitate 
to  say,  that  he,  for  one,  would  never  vote  tor 
any  measnre  committing  the  peace  of  the  United 
States,  such  as  this  mission  to  Panama,  without 
an  entire  knowledge  of  the  character  which 
our  Ministers  were  to  bear  in  it.  He  referred 
to  the  articles  of  the  treaty  between  Colombia 
and  Mexico,  in  which  this  missiwi  was  indi- 
cated. One  of  the  ol^ects  of  it  there  stated, 
was  to  "form  a  solemn  compact,"  by  which  the 
States  oompoung  the  Congress  "  will  be  boond  " 
—to  do  what !  "  To  mute  in  prosecntiiw  war 
against  the  common  enemy,  Old  Bpoin/'  Ae. 
Mow,  said  Mr.  MoD..  I  want  to  know,  speciS- 
oally,  what  are  the  ol^'eots  of  this  Ocmgreas-— I 
want  to  know  ail  the  objects  of  it.  Some  cf 
them,  it  is  perfectly  dear,  are  of  snch  a  diar- 
acter  as  we  cannot  participate  in,  withont  econ- 
mitting  the  peaee  of  this  nation.  I  wish  to 
know  frtun  ttie  Execotiva  whatevBr  he  has  m- 
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ertoiDed  of  th«  objeota  in  viev.  and  qwoifically 
rh&t  is  the  intention  of  the  I^teontdre  in  pro- 
lOBing  to  send  IDniatera  to  Panamn. 

Mr.  Hamiltos  uii,  that  if  he  waa  to  be  itill 
onsidered  aa  exerdiing  s  oontrof  over  the  res- 
latioD,  he  tM^ed  leave  to  elgnify  to  the  House, 
hat  he  aooepted,  with  grett  tai  entire  bkHb- 
kotton,  the  amendment  of  hia  friend  and  ool- 
Mgne,  whkh  he  tbot^t  altogether  pertinent, 
ad  oaleiilated  to  give  the  Hoom  tlut  aort  of 
ifonnation  which  might  be  required.  Before 
le  took  hia  seat  he  wonld  take  oooarion  to  uy, 
but  he  thon^t  hla  firteod  from  Sonth  OarolinA 
lad  been  Monliar^  fortanate  in  calling  the 
Jongreaa  of  Panama  an  Ampbiotyonio  League ; 
ad  the  gendcmon  f  roin  MaaaaohnsettB  very  un- 
ItrUtitaU  in  excepting  to  Kiob  an  t^pellstion, 
A  it  bi^ipened  that  tUa  waa  the  title  and  deaig- 
lation  given  to  it  Inr  the  pftrtiea  In  interest — 
be  p«rtiM  to  tbia  Oonmn.  He  had  read,  a 
ew  weeks  riuoe,  a  Prowunation  pnt  forth  (bj 
ome  pablio  taaotioBarj  he  presumed)  in  l£ez- 
BO,  oalUng  the  Aasembly  precdselj  bj  thia 
lame,  and  InTcAiDg  Hs  membwa  bj  the  title 
f  Ampbictfones  of  tlie  new  world.  Hia  fHend, 
berefcHV,  dm  the  beat  right  to  Infer,  that  this 
lew  AisemUj  wonld  be  govened  hj  a  similar 
K^ty,  and  by  mlea  of  ocmdnot,  in  the  traniao- 
ion  of  Inuineas,  of  analogona  import  with  thoae 
it  that  celebrated  Leagne  of  AnaqnitT'. 

The  resolation  of  Mr.  ^tlt^aox,  as  modified, 
raa  tiien  read  as  follows: 

"  Bfolead,  That  Uw  Praddent  of  the  United  StaUs 
M  lequeited  to  traiumit  to  this  Hoiue,  oo[dea  of  ill 
och  documents,  or  parts  of  eorraspondiuice,  (not 
Dconipittble  wldi  the  public  interest  to  be  oommn- 
ilcsted,)  relating  to  an  Inritatian  wliloh  has  been 
ntended  to  the  Government  of  this  eonntir  '  by 
be  BepabHcs  of  Colonbia,  of  Xeiloo,  and  of  C«d- 
ral  Ameries,  to  juia  in  Um  deUberaUona  of  the 
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ad  which  has  Induced  him  to  sigidfy  i 

hat  ■  Xinlsten  on  the  part  of  the  1 
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rlU  be  eonoiinioned  to  join  In  tliOM  deUberatioQS ; ' 
lod  fiirtlier  to  oommniikate  to  this  Hoose,  all  the 
DformatioD  in  tlis  poMession  «f  the  ExecnUve  De- 
■rtnent,  relative  to  tlie  ebjeela  irliich  the  Bepub- 
let  of  the  South  pn^ose  to  scoompUsh  by  the  Con- 
^ICSS  of  Puuuna,  ami  da  m^art  and  «iA<w»  ^  Ac 
M(f«e(ww  fnpQti  (o  it  fiVoa  U  thf  JfUulw  of  tU 
7MUd  AfofM,  Id  UM  CaHgrtu." 

Ifr.  PowxLL  asked  if  it  vu  in  order  for  the 
Dover  to  acoept  this  amendment  as  a  modiflca- 
ion,  after  Iiis  nacAatitm  bad  bean  amended. 

The  Ooam  decided,  that,  as  it  waa,  it  did  not 
iffeet  the  part  of  the  reac^tioo  wkioh  had  not 


Hz.  UsLuxT  now  moved  to  iMke  oat  the 
irilowiug  worda:  "and  the  natnre  and  snb- 
tanoe  of  the  instractiona  proposed  to  be  ^ven 
1  the  ICniaters  of  the  United  States,  to  that 


^rgreaa." 
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It.  Fobstth  observed,  that  the  only  qoestion 
>f  difficulty  in  his  mind,  bad  been  as  to  Uie  time 
rben  the  resolation  ahonld  be  acted  on.  The 
a  which  had  at  Srst  indaoed  him  to 


diasnade  the  gentleman  ftrmi  Sooth  Carolina 
(Mr.  Hixo-TOK)  from  calling  up  hie  reaointinL 
did  not  prevail.  The  Honse  has  detennlned 
not  to  regard  those  reasons.  Sir,  I  am  satis- 
fied i  all  i  wish  is,  that  geotlemen  shonld  know, 
that  I  perfectly  understand  in  what  sitnaUon 
the  House  is  placed,  and  bow  I  myself  now 
stand.  The  question  now,  is  not  whether  we 
shall  ask  for  uis  information,  bnt  in  what  man- 
ner we  shall  ask  for  it.  Gentlemen  seem  to 
think  Chat  onr  prooeedinc,  in  this  case,  is  to  be 
r^olotedby  orainaiymJes:  as  tiiongh  the  caae 
waa  one  of  ordinary  oecnrrenoe.  But  is  this 
plaidng  the  matter  on  its  trae  footing?  It  ^k 
pears  to  me,  It  ia  not    And  why  not? 

Gentlemen  are  not  to  suppose,  nai  Hi.  F^ 
that  we  know  nothing  aboat  the  Congress  <» 
Panama.  The  snttjeot  has  oocupied  the  atten- 
tion of  politicians  m  all  parts  of  the  world  fbr 
several  years.  The  proposition  originated  as 
long  ago  as  in  the  year  1823 ;  wss  reduoed  to 
form  &  October,  18S8 ;  and  has  been  gradnally 
matured,  until  the  Oongreis  iledf  is  now  In  ses- 
sion. "On  idea  originated  with  that  illnstrioos 
military  man,  who  poaoessea  also,  vast  politioal 
ssgaci^,  (BoLtvas,)  who  pressed  it  on  the  pow- 
ers of  South  America,  and  it  first  took  an  offi- 
cial tiiape  in  the  treaty  between  Colombia  and 
Uenoo.  If  gentlemen  would  look  at  that  treaty 
they  would  see  the  oiiginal  object  of  the  Con- 
vention at  Panama,  wi^ont  wuting  for  Infor- 
mation trom  the  Ezeoutive.  The  object  of  it, 
as  disdoeed  by  the  treaty,  waa  a  oomhination 
against  Spain;  to  induce  other  powers  to  enter 
into  an  allianoe,  oOeiuive  and  defenrive,  with 
Ccdombia  and  Uezioo  against  Spain,  and  all  the 
oth«r  powers  of  the  worid  taking  part  with  her 
against  theoL  The  Congress  of  Panama  was  to 
be  held  with  a  view  to  this  oljeot  for  one. 
With  this  oltJeot  we  surely  have  nothing  to  do 
— we  cannot  have,  without  vitiating  our  duty 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  those 
interests  we  have  sworn  to  snpport. 

Looking  to  the  treaty,  however,  Ur,  F.  said, 
another  object  was  proposed  to  be  t^en  Into 
view,  aft«r  the  parties  to  the  Congress  have 
met,  and  oonoerted  all  their  plans  in  regard  to 
the  first  and  main  object.  The  other  States  of 
America  were  then  to  meet,  aa  one  of  the  arti- 
olea  <rf  the  treaty  dietinctiy  stated,  to  coDBoIt  oa 
great  matters  of  common  interest ;  to  establish 
a  point  of  imlon  in  common  danger;  to  erect  a 
council  for  settling  the  meaning  of  words  (in 
treaties)— Mr.  F.  stated  the  substance,  not  the 
letter,  of  the  Treaty,  it  not  ti^og  at  liand — and 
for  the  conciliation  of  differences  wbich  muht, 
in  the  oourse  of  time,  arise  between  any  of  these 
nations.  These  were  the  subjects  which  were 
expected  to  engsse  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
gress, so  far  as  It  was  to  be  directed  to  any 
tlung  beyond  the  common  defence.  We  have 
beSQ  invited,  said  be,  to  attend  this  Congress; 
the  invitation  baa  l}een  accepted,  and  we  are  to 
BO  there.  All  we  know  of  the  objects  of  tbia 
9,  _      -    la  from  this  treaty,    Ifwego,wego 
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qnMtions  hereafter  to  arise,  and  to  conciliate 
differences,  among  tbe  nations  of  North  sod 
Bonth  America:  we  become  in  fact  a  part  of 
this  Amphictfonio  Lesffoe.  Thia  statamant  of 
the  fact  most  ahow  to  tiie  House  tliBt  this  is  not 
an  ordinary  matter  of  diplomatic  interoaone,  to 
be  regulated  b;  ordinary  meaoa  aod  la  the  oriQ' 
narj  manner.  The  gentleman  from  BooUi  Oar- 
olina  had  therefore  very  JnEtlj'  B^d,  that  this 
Eonse  ooold  not  act  intelOgibly  In  raferenoe  to 
this  question,  witliout  aeeing  Qie  sabatutoe  of 
the  instmotions  proposed  to  be  given  to  oar 
Uinieters  to  that  Congress — thongh  Ur.  F.  did 
not  like  that  phrase,  preferring  to  call  for  the 
"extent  of  the  powers "  proptwed  to  be  given 
to  them,  rather  than  for  the  inetniotion&  It 
had  been  objected,  to  calling  for  this  informa- 
tion, that  we  gu  to  Panama  to  form  oommeToial 
treaties,  and  that  no  soch  thing  had  ever  been 
heard  of  as  publiahing  the  inatmotiona  given  to 
Hinistera  in  such  cases. 

Whatever  ma;  be  the  object  or  the  intention 
of  going  there,  said  Ur  F.,  it  is  perfectly  obvi- 
ODS,  from  what  I  have  stated,  that  commercial 
treaties  will  not  be  formed  there.  Besidea,  if 
I  have  aof  knowledge  of  facts  on  this  siibject, 
treaties  have  been  already  formed  by  ns  with 
most  of  those  powers.  Why  should  we,  tlien, 
not  have  the  extent  of  the  powerei,  or  the  snb- 
stanoe  of  the  instmotions,  to  those  tdnistera, 
oommnnicated  to  lut  Do  we  go  there  to  drive 
bargains  with  the  Qovenmieiits  of  the  Sonth — 

E resenting  them,  first,  all  we  wish  to  gun,  and 
eeping  back  what  we  should  be  satisfied  to 
recwve)  Oerttunly  not.  Our  policy  towaHs 
those  Govemmaiits  has  always  been  an  open 
one — it  has  been  publicly  avowed,  and  I  hope 
never  will  be  departed  from.  Whatisitl  We 
say  to  them,  we  ask  nothing  from  yon — treat 
ns  as  yon  treat  all  the  world — we  au  no  &vor 
from  yon,  and  will  accept  none. 

Ur.  F.  said  he  did  not  intend,  at  present,  to 
trespass  further  on  the  attention  of  uie  Honse. 
It  was  certiun  that  the  Ilonse  coold  not  decide 
on  the  expediency  of  the  tneaanre  of  tiie  mis- 
sion to  Panama,  without  knowing  precisely  all 
that  is  intended  by  it :  tlie  character  in  which 
our  Ministers  are  to  appear  there ;  the  part  to 
be  taken  by  them  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
Congress,  die.  To  enable  the  Honse  to  ascer- 
tain these  portionlars,  the  infbnnation  propoeed 
by  the  resolation,  as  it  had  been  modified,  was 
indispensable,  ico. 

Mr.  Uallast  observed,  that  the  gentieman 
from  Georgia  ei^joyed  ranch  better  opportnnity 
of  obtaining  information  on  the  Hnbject  than 
he  did,  and  had  told  the  House  what  is  to  be 
the  character  of  this  Congress  tiiat  is  to  be 
held  at  Panama,  deriving  it  from  the  stipnla- 
tions  of  a  treaty  between  two  of  those  pow- 
era,  Colombia  and  Uexico;  but,  I  would  oslc, 
(aid  Mr.  M.,  whether  that  treaty  expresses  the 
nnderstanding  or  agreement  of  the  other  prov- 
inces: and  does  the  gentieman  nndertake  to 
say  that  thia  is  all  the  information  we  mnst 
havet 
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The  argument  which  the  gentleiaaii  frou 
Georgia  had  drawn  from  the  provi^on*  ot  tbt 
treaty,  to  which  he  bad  ruerred,  was  tfaa 
strongest  one  that  oonld  be  used  to  indoce  the 
House  to  call  for  that  infonnatitai,  and  not  tska 
it  by  inference  bom  a  ta«aty  between  two  tf 
the  parties,  and  infer  the  great  otgeota  frgn. 
that— bnt  rather  go  to  tba  eouroes  of  infoma- 
tion  which  present  themeelvea,  and  aee  what  ii 
the  ot^ect.  Coold  tliere  not  be  an  olgect  rcg- 
nlatad  between  two  of  the  poirera,  and  ilao 
other  objects  for  the  decision  of  the  Coogieai; 
witb  which  they  have  no  concern  I 

As  respects  the  qneetion  immediately  befvt 
tixe  House,  and  tbe  motion  just  made,  It  pro- 
posed to  call  on  the  President  for  infonnatiK 
as  to  the  instmctione  he  intends  to  give.  I 
^onld  Buppoae,  Mud  Ur.  U.,  it  would  be  ^op- 
er,  when  yon  call  on  the  Preffldent  for  that  in- 
formation, you  ought  to  know  that  Uinistoi 
have  been  appointed,  to  whom  these  instnie- 
tions  are  to  be  confided.  It  seems  to  me  thst 
the  call  is  of  such  a  character  as  haa  nevo'  be- 
fore been  made.  It  ia  said,  this  ia  an  extraor- 
dinary case;  aqd  that,  having  a  knowledgt  <i 
what  the  object  of  the  Convention  in  to  be,  w« 
have  a  righ^  in  an  eitraordinary  case,  and  for 
extraordinary  purposes,  to  inast  on  the  Fres- 
.  dent's  communicating  the  instmcttona  be  in- 
tenda  to  give  to  these  Uiniater&  By  what  ao- 
thority  are  tiie  Ministers  iqtpointed  1  Is  it  not 
derivM  from  the  same  sonrce  as  that  by  whiek 
the  Preddent  smMnnta  Uiniators  to  France  and 
En^and — by  vutae  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Pmted  States,  which  confers  on  him  the  power 
of  ^pointing,  and  to  the  Senate  the  power  rf 
confirming  the  appointment!  Is  there  any  dif- 
ference in  the  source  from  whence  he  derives 
this  anUiority,  and  that  which  he  exerdses  on 
any  ordinary  oooarion !  It  is  the  same ;  and  if 
he  is  resolved  to  make  the  appointment,  why 
ahould  yon  apply  a  different  nde  to  this  aea, 
from  that  which  is  appUed  in  aU  others  I 

If;  when  UiuisterB  are  sent  abroad,  this 
Honae  has  a  right  to  inspect  the  inatmctians 
given  to  them  oy  the  lYendent,  it  ahows  a 
power  of  interfbrence  incompatible  'with  the 
treaty-making  power.  If  we  may  say,  we  wiQ 
inspect  yoar  matructions,  and  interfere  in  thess 
instructions,  we  can,  wiUi  the  aame  propriety, 
give  instmctiona  onrselves,  and  demand  of  the 
President  that  he  shall  give  the  instmcti(»a 
yon  prescribe.  It  is  a  direct  violation  of  the 
treaty-making  power  itself;  it  is  an  invason  <£ 
tbe  privilege  conferred  on  thst  power  by  the 
constitution.  That  instrument  expresaly  ecm- 
fers  the  power  on  the  President  of  the  Uniied 
States.  He  sends  the  instmctiona,  aitd  pvei 
his  directions;  and,  when  these  UMotiations 
are  terminated,  whatever  has  been  the  rosult, 
that  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Senate,  for  thdr 
inspection,  and  they  are  to  decide  on  it;  and 
then  we  have  a  right,  if  the  President  haa  vio- 
lated the  constitntion,  or  if  he  has  acted  cor- 
mptly — vie  have  a  right  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject.   Bnt  while  the  negotiations  are  ginng  oi^ 
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It  aeetns  to  me  that  we  tiave  do  more  right  to 
Interfere  with  the  iiutriiotioDS  he  is  to  give,  or 
require  inforntadon  aa  to  what  tbe^  are,  than 
ire  have  to  impose  iostructioDS  on  bim. 

Mr.  GvaBKTT  iaid  he  fait  himself  called  upon 
to  make  a  remark  or  two,  in  oonseqaenoe  of 
irhat  had  dropped  from  the  gentleman  from 
G)«orgia,  (Mr.  Fobsith.)  That  gentleman,  both 
lo-daj  and  on  a  fbnner  occaaoD,  had  expressed 
limaelf  Bs  standing  in  an  embturaBsed  position, 


dal  relation  to  the  House,  that  is,  (as  he 
lerstood  him  to  mean,)  his  sitn^on  as  the 
Dhidrman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  A&irs. 
Be  has  informed  the  House,  sud  Ur.  E.,  that, 
n  that  capacit7,  he  has  already  waited  on  the 
proper  Department,  and  received  the  informa- 
aon  that  tlie  papers  called  for  will,  in  doe  time, 
w  sent,  and  taat  he  therefore  feels  embarrassed 
n  calling  for  them.  As  a  very  humble  and 
mbordinate  member  of  the  same  committee,  I 
Seel  myself  called  on  to  offer  the  House  an  ez- 
ilouation  of  this  matter,  that  they  may  know 
preoiaely  how  it  stands.  I  have,  I  believe,  nr, 
Intended  everj  meeting  of  the  Oommittee  of 
foreign  Affairs,  and  been  present  at  nearly 
jvery-  moment  when  business  has  been  tr&ns- 
■cted  in  that  oommittee.  I  feel,  therefore,  able 
o  say,  that  this  oall  for  papers  on  the  Panama 
nisflion  has  never  been  before  that  committee; 
liat  the  honorable  Ohurman  has  never  been 
nstrncted  to  have  any  spedal  oommnnication 
irltb  the  Department  of  State  on  the  subject; 
hat  he  has  brought  back  to  the  oommittee  no 
■eport  of  the  iwalt  of  snch  an  interview;  and, 
lonseqnently,  has  been  inslmcted  by  the  cdm- 
nittee  to  make  no  report  on  the  snbjeot  to  any 
ndividnal  or  to  this  House.    I,  therefore,  re- 

Ktfiilly  protest  against  its  being  understood, 
any  snoh  official  inftHroation,  on  this  sab- 
ect,  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Honse^  or  of 
my  member  of  it  Sir  I  need  not  say  that  I 
b  not  make  this  remark  in  the  least  to  impugn 
he  oorrectnesa  of  the  statement  of  my  fnend 
h>m  Oeorgia,  the  Ohurman  of  the  Oommittee 
€  Foreign  Afbirs.  I  was  apprised  of  his  in- 
erview  with  the  Department  of  State  by  him- 
eJf^  very  shortly  after  it  took  place.  I  thought 
;  understood  lU  natore ;  I  did  understand  tbat 
t  amounted  to  this ;  that,  without  a  oall,  the 
>apers  would  be  sent,  and  that  when  a  oo-ordi- 
>ate  branch  of  the  Qovemmeut  should  have 
icted  on  the  meaanre.  Thia,  I  take  it,  was  the 
tall  extent  of  the  intimation  mode  to  the  gen- 
leman  at  the  Department  of  State ;  at  least,  so 
'.  understood  it  from  himsd^  six  or  seven 
reeks  ago.  Bnt  I  did  not  conceive,  nor  had  I 
iny  idea,  tbat  it  was  to  be  understood  'bb  the 
rish  or  intention  of  the  Department  that  these 
t^en  should,  under  no  other  ciroumstanoes 
rhstever,  be  commnnicated ;  or  that  the  Honse 
raa  to  be  bound,  in  courtesy,  to  sn^eud  its  ac- 
ion,  under  any  and  every  aspect  of  things,  on 
hat  informal  or  semi-official  lunL  So  far  from 
1^  air,  that,  had  I  not  auppoMd  that,  from  day 


to  day,  and  ftom  week  to  week,  the  oontingeu' 
oy  on  which  this  communication  is  sn^>ended, 
would  cease  to  delay  it,  1  would  myselff  in  the 
Oommittee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  have  proposed 
to  instruct  the  Oliairmau  to  move  this  House  to 
oall  for  the  papers. 

Before  I  sit  down,  air,  allow  me  also  a  word 
of  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hamilton,)  the  original  mover  of  this 
resolntion — a  remark  I  shonld  have  made  the 
other  day,  could  I  have  oonqnered  my  diffi- 
dence at  taking  thia  floor.  He  alloded  \o  a 
supposed  change  of  opinion  and  policy,  with 
respect  to  it,  on  the  part  of  those  whom  he 
calu  the  confidential  friends  of  the  Adminis- 
tradon.  He  did  not  tell  us  who  he  understood 
by  that  name.  I  hop^  in  the  definition  given 
of  "confidence,"  by  his  honorable  colleague 
(Mr,  MoDnrna)  yesterday,  that  the  nnmber  of 
the  confidential  friends  of  the  Administration 
is  not  smsll.  Sir.  when  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina  (for  snon  I  am  prond  to  be  permitted 
to  call  him)  first  moved  this  resolution,  I 
thought  it  premature.  Not,  I  assure  him,  for 
the  reason  he  intimated,  that  it  waa  to  rea43t 
on  another  branch  of  the  Qovermnent :  fbr  I 
deotare  to  yon,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  idea  never 
entered  my  head,  till  suggested  by  another 
honorable  mend.  Bnt  I  £d  think  there  was 
an  urgency  in  the  call,  at  »o  early  a  period  of 
the  s^tion,  that  might  as  well  be  avoided.  I 
also  thought  that  a  point  of  the  phraseology 
might,  perhaps,  be  mended ;  as  I  have  no  doubt 
it  would  have  been  by  my  friend,  at  my  re- 

Jneet.  I  did  therefore,  sir,  come  to  tiie  House 
etermined,  when  the  resolution  should  be 
called  up,  to  ask  to  have  it  lie  awltile  upon  the 
table.  The  gentieman  anticipated  me  by  his 
own  act,  in  stating  the  reaolt  of  a  oommnnica- 
tion which  he  had  with  the  honorable  Chur- 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
already  sllnded  to;  in  consequence  of  which 
he  had  determined  to  delay  his  resolntion,  re- 
serving to  himself  the  right,  if  the  papers  did 
not  come  in  due  seasob,  to  call  it  up  again. 
Sir,  he  did  not  tell  the  House  what  be  under- 
stood by  dut  ttaion,  A  short  time  after,  rir, 
two  or  three  weeks,  (for  I  have,  of  course,  kept 
no  memorandom  of  uiese  small  statistics,)  my 
ttieai  did  auDonnee  to  the  House,  that,  on  the 
next  following  daT,  he  shonld  call  up  this  reso- 
lution. But  the  House,  on  the  following  day, 
was  pre-ooonpied  with  the  great  Judiciary 
qneetion;  and  this,  I  thought,  was  the  sole  rea- 
son why  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  did 
not  fulfil  his  avowed  purpose.  If  thia  was  the 
reason,  then  my  friend  most  adroit  that  the  V 
time  has  not  only  now  coroe  to  have  the  pa- 
pers, bnt  had  come  a  month  a^.  If  there  was 
any  farther  reason,  ihea  in  his  candor  ho  will 
grant,  that  the  friends  of  this  mission  (if  there 
is  any  part  of  the  Honse  which  ooght  now  to 
be  c^ed  by  that  name)  did  not  set  the  exam- 
ple, however  they  may  have  followed  it,  of  a 
change  of  opinion  as  to  the  time  when  theae 
papers  ought  to  be  oeUed  for. 
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Am  to  this  call,  iir,  I  think  the  time  hM 
Oome.  I  will  not  now  diKnas  the  qaeatlon, 
DOT  attempt  to  proTS  the  eipedieoo;  of  the 
meunre,  although  I  am,  even  now,  very  favor- 
ably prepoMessed  in  regard  bi  it.  Bnt  I  want 
more  information.  I  have  not  been  an  inatten- 
tive obaerver  of  what  is  paaaing  in  the  new 
Btates  to  tlie  aonth  of  us;  on  the  oontrerr,  I 
have  read  every  thing  that  ha«  come  wiUiIn 
my  reach  from  them ;  bnt  I  feel  my  want  of 
further  light ;  for  several  things  have,  In  thla 
discnsaion,  been  stated  by  honorable  gcmlJemen 
sa  facts,  which  were  not  known  to  me  at  ancb, 
and  which  I.  even  now,  have  difflonltj  in  ad- 
mitting. Vnen  the  information  cornea,  rir,  if 
my  impressions  remain  as  they  now  ar&  I  will 
■eek  an  opportonity  of  expremng  my  views  to 
the  House  on  this  great  qacBtton.  Meantime, 
rir,  I  think  the  information  ongbt  to  be  here 
before  ns,  the  people,  or  at  iMst  standing  in 
the  place  of  the  people,  so  that,  when  we  are 
called  to  act,  we  may  do  it  with  a  foO  nnder- 
standing  of  this  important  sottject. 

Hr.  Alkianscb,  of  Virginia,  then  addreaaed 
the  Chair  in  some  observations,  the  first  part  of 
whtoh  were  delivered  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voioe, 
as  not  to  be  distinctly  beard  by  onr  reporter. 
When  he  was  heard,  we  nnderstood  him  to  say, 
that  his  objection  to  the  present  resolution  re- 
apeoted  the  time  and  manner  of  this  applica- 
tion. The  mbieot  was  stilt  before  the  originat- 
ing power  of  tne  Government,  and  he  thoaght 
that  considerations  of  delicacy  ought  to  indace 
the  Honse  to  refrtun  from  calling  for  this  infor- 
mation, while  the  sulgject  renudned  where  it 
was  now  understood  to  be.  It  might  well  be 
conceived  that  a  case  might  ocoor  in  which  the 
other  two  branches  of  lie  Government  sbonld 
be  divided  tn  opinion.  The  Administration 
might  possibly  think  that  one  branch  of  the 
Legislatnre  was  too  slow  in  its  movements,  and 
might  have  resort  to  the  other  for  the  purpose 
of  stimnlating  them  to  greater  aetivity.  He 
thought  this  precedent  a  most  dangerous  one. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  House  had  two  prece- 
dents before  it  U>  sustain  this  call,  under  pres- 
ent circumstances,  to  show  that  this  departs 
ment  of  the  Government  has  been  appealed  to 
on  extraordinary  occasions,  as  being  supposed 
to  speak  the  voice  of  the  nation.  What  are 
these  precedents  t  The  first  was  an  ocoanon 
when  two  of  the  depsrtments  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  at  tssae  about  the  execution  of  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  when  the  whole  bnrden 
was  thrown  on  the  shoolders  of  this  Honse. 
This,  however,  was  but  arraying  one  portion  of 
the  Government  against  the  otJier.  The  otiker 
precedent  related  to  rec<wnixing  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Soatb  American  republics.  The 
Administration  was  then  oonsidered  as  slow, 
and  this  Honse  was  called  on  to  pledge  the 
fopport  of  the  nation  to  that  measare.  The 
resolution,  however,  in  that  case,  pasaed  by  a 
bare  majority.  At  the  next  session,  tiie  Ad- 
ministration had  set  forth  its  reaaons  for  the 
delay,  and  tbey  were  unanimoualy  approved. 


Mr.  A.  said  be  was  opposed  to  acting  on  Urn 
principle  of  these  preMdenta,  and  did  not  wik 
to  add  t«  tliem.  Be  presanied  tlut,  when  tUs 
Bul{}ect  had  gone  tbrou^  its  proper  eoans 
elsewhere,  it  would  be  laid  before  Uiis  Hoopc 
Until  whioh  time  he  was  not  disposed  to  act 
upon  it 

tfr.  RiTxa  said,  it  seemed  to  lijip  indisjNa- 
eably  neoessar]^  b>  eoli^tea  the  jndgment  tf 
this  Honse^  in  deoiding  on  the  propriety  oClU* 
miMion  to  Panama,  to  have  aome  inflmnitHa 
as  to  the  olfjeots  and  reascma  for  institntiDgit 
on  the  part  of  the  Eiecntive  of  Om  United 
tJtatea,  as  well  as  the  infonnatjoo  called  tar  hj 
the  former  part  of  ilie  resolution,  as  to  tlte  ^ 
Jecta  oont«mplated  by  the  repnblioB  of  SooA 
America.  It  must,  he  thought,  be  ^ipareet  to 
every  gentieman,  that  they  would  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  snbject  with  my  d»- 
fective  lights,  if  they  should  content  tliemseha 
with  information  merely  as  to  the  objeeta  cf 
the  Soutlt  Ameriean  republic!  in  orgamnng 
this  Oongress.  Some  of  tliese  objects,  lb,  S. 
said,  were  not  legitimate  obiects  ,/W  va,  bat 
were  such,  as  it  was  conceded  on  all  hand^  it 
would  not  be  proper  for  tbe  Government  tt 
the  United  States  to  accede  to  in  any  maaDec 
whatever.  One  of  tlieae  objecta,  it  bad  btM 
auggested,  was  to  form  a  treaty  of  alliance^  fv 
the  purpose  of  defending  the  independence  of 
Bonth  America  against  att«mpts  of  the  Spaniik 
monarchy,  and  against  external  aggreerien  ftaa 
any  other  quart«r.  As  it  regard^  (Aw  e^eet, 
no  gentieman,  he  thonght,  would  contend,  lint 
the  United  States  sbonld  send  IGuiBten  to 
Panama  to  co-operate  with  the  Sonth  Ajn«ri- 
can  States;  but  there  might  be  otAvr  object^ 
there  might  be  motiw*  of  patiey,  (upon  wmdk, 
however,  he  gave  no  opmicn,)  which  mi^ 
render  it  proper  and  expedient,  on  the  part  ef 
the  United  States,  to  be  represented  in  Out 
ConKrees.  He  wished,  therefore,  tofr  himaeU^ 
andne  thonght  the  information  woold  beda- 
nrable  to  o^ers,  to  know  not  only  what  wen 
the  objects  contemplated  by  the  repoUies  of 
Bonth  America,  which  he  supposed  would  be 
disclosed  by  the  correspondence  which  bid 


to  be  disclosed  to  the  Honse,  tiiere  eaisted,  if 
not  difficulty,  at  least  some  ^icacy.  It  woold 
not,  he  thought,  comport  so  well  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  relations  sabdsting  between  this 
branch  of  the  Government  and  the  Execotiva^ 
to  call  for  the  iTutntetion*  proposed  to  be  glra 
to  these  ICnistera,  either  in  snbetanoe  of  in 
fonn. ,  These  tnstmctions  were  an  siftsrivr  mat- 
ter ;  it  oonld  not  be  supposed,  in  the  piontit 
stage  of  the  bn^ess.  that  the  Oovenunoit  of 
the  United  States  had  made  up  its  mind  aa  to 
the  specific  nature  of  the  insbnotions  them- 
selves; that  was  to  be  dedded  on  after  the 
mismon  had  received  the  neoeeaary  san^ionK 
But  it  moat  be  presumed  that  an  opinkn  hia 
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>eeD  fonned  a«  to  tiie  oi^tts  of  polio;  which, 
n  the  estimation  of  the  Exeontive^  render  this 
nuBioo,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statei,  ex- 

If  the  Preddent  came  before  this  Hotim,  ask- 
hr  an  appropriation  to  defraj  the  eipensea  of 
iaa  minioa — for  it  waa  only  in  tbti  point  of 
riev  that  any  inquiry  into  the  matter  was  al' 
oired  them — it  was  not  soffioient  for  tbe  Hoase 
»  know  that  the  miauon  waa  thought  by  him 
JO  be  desirable,  but  it  was  their  right  and  their 
In^  to  oall  on  him  for  an  explicit  diacloeore  of 
lis  views  in  Instituting  it,  and  the  ends  which 
rere  sought  to  be  attMnod  by  It.  In  relation 
x>  all  other  ot^Jects  which  rendered  an  appro- 
iristion  of  money  neoessary  to  carry  them  mto 
rff^ct,  it  waa  the  ordinary  praotioe  of  the  Ex- 
tcntiTe  Department  of  the  GoTemment,  when- 
jver  the  suggestion  of  snoh  a  measare  orioi- 
uted  with  that  Department,  not  only  to  indl- 
jste  the  object  to  which  the  appropriation  was 
io  be  ^>plied,  but  also  to  state  the  considera- 
dons  and  motivee  which  rendered  that  object  a 
aroper  one  fbr  the  patronage  of  the  Depart- 
iaent  which  had  the  control  of  the  pnbiio 
noney.  It  wonld  not,  he  thought,  be  any  vio- 
ation  of  personal  or  constitntional  deoorom 
nwardi  the  EzecntiTe,  nor  wonld  it  embarraaB 
ihe  negotiations  in  the  Oongress  of  Panama,  as 
mgge(£ed  by  the  gentleman  from  KssBaohn- 
letts,  (Mr.  WxBffnR,}  to  call  on  that  Depart- 
nent,  aa  a  preliminary  to  oar  aanotioa  of  this 
niasion,  for  a  general,  if  not  specific,  disclosure 
>f  the  objecia  sooght  to  be  accomplished,  and 
lie  arrangemento  intended  to  be  entered  into, 
>jr  sending  Ministers  to  (his  Oongress.  Believ- 
ng  information  of  this  nature  to  be  absolutely 
leoessary  to  gaide  this  House  in  its  nltimate 
feddon  on  the  sntjject,  he  thought  the  fbrm  in 
ivbioh  he  now  pr(n>o«ed  to  ask  fbr  it, wonld  not  Im 
iable  to  either  of  the  otjectiona  snggeated  from 
>tber  □QBrteni  of  the  Bonae. 

Ur.  B.  conclnded  his  obsemtiona  by  moving 
o  amend  the  reeolntion,  by  stiiking  ont  the 
'oUowing  words :  "  and  further  to  commnnicate 
»  thia  Honse  all  the  information  in  the  poeeea- 
ion  of  the  Exeontive  Department,  relatiTe  to 
Iw  oljeota  which  the  repnblia  of  the  8onth 
>rapOBe  to  aooompliah  by  the  Oongr«et  «f  Fan- 
ima,  and  the  nature  and  sobatanoe  of  the  in- 
itractiMia  propoaed  to  be  given  to  the  Miiiisters 
a  the  United  States  to  that  OongrMS,"  (the 
Hune  danse  as  was  moved  to  be  stricken  ont 
)y  Mr.  Maixjrt,)  and  to  insert,  in  lien  ther^ 
it,  the  following :  "  and  tht  object*  propoud  to 
10  atlaititd  ^  the  Exeeutive  in  mtdinfi  Mini*- 
!«» to  that  f^n^Mi." 

Mr.  MoBnvFiB  said,  that  he  thanked  the  gen- 
leman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Forsttb)  for  having 
ndicated  the  word  whicli  he  onght  to  have 
laed  instead  of  "  inatmctiona."  He  therefore 
nggflsted  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
iivaa,)  that  he  should  insert,  in  lien  of  his 
Hnendment,  the  fbllowing:  "jItuI  ihe  poieer* 
tropomd  to  it  ifiteit  to  M«  Oommittionart  or 
VMufon  Iff  Um  UmM  StatM  to  that  Ceitgrm, 


and  tht  oijteti  to  vhieh  t&ey  are  to  he  di- 
reeled." 

Mr.  RivxB  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  sud,  it  appeared  to  him  the 
proposition  of  the  gentieman  from  Vermont  . 
(Mr.  ICuj^Bi)  onght  to  be  agreed  to,  and  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  (Mr. 
MoDnryia)  onght  not  to  be.  If  I  nnderatand 
the  constitution,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  treaty-making 

Car  in  this  Oovemment  is  vested  in  the 
ident,  who  is  to  act  by  and  with  the  advicA 
and  consent  of  the  Senate.  This  House  has  no 
cri^iital  power  to  make  treaties;  in  tiieir  in- 
dpient  stages  this  Honse  cannot  act,  nor  can 
we  interfere  in  the  initiatory  steps  of  a  foreign 
miasion.  I  am  confident  no  gentleman  wishes 
to  invade  the  powers  of  any  other  branch  of 
the  Government  No.  sir,  we  are  all  desirooa 
of  keeping  within  the  lines  prescribed  for  ns  tn 
the  constitQtion.  Doubting,  as  I  do,  the  power 
of  the  House  to  determine,  in  any  way,  the 
charaoter  of  any  miaaios  to  treat  upon  our  for- 
eign afiUrs,  I  am  unable  to  see  what  ia  to  be 
effected  by  a  call  for  the  inatmctiona. 

FHere  Mr.  MoDurvn  called  the  gentieman  to 
order.  The  proposition  now  before  the  Honaa 
is  to  change  the  call  for  instrnctionB  to  a  call 
for  powera. 

Mr.  WmaHT  replied,  that  le  waa  about  to 
show  that  there  was  no  material  difference'  be- 
tween the  two  terms. 

The  Oeux  decided  that  Ur.  W.  was  in 

Mr.  WansHT  then  resumed.  I  cannot  per- 
ceive the  diflbrenoe  between  these  terms.  1 
oonrider  the  demand  of  the  imtruetiime  to  be 
nven  to  OUT  fortign  Minieten,  as  an  attempt  to 
invade  tiie  jiMssrs  the  oonatitotion  has  confided 
to  the  EzMotive ;  and  in  asking  for  ttie  potest 
of  those  Unistors,  shall  we  not,  in  substance, 
do  the  same  thing!  What  are  the  powers  of  a 
Ifinister,  but  his  inatmctionst  And  what  are 
bia  Instmotiona,  but  his  powers  to  enter  upon 
and  to  prosecute  his  naKOtiationsI  Even  if 
yon  seek  the  general  olgeots  of  the  mission, 
yon  may  require  disolosnrea  tending  to  defeat 
those  ver?  oVjeota.  and  highly  detrimental  and 
embarraseii^  to  tlte  pnUio  aervioe.  It  would 
be  iadeooron*  in  ns  towards  the  Exaontlre,  to 
call  for  the  powers  or  inatnotiona  intended  to 
be  given  to  onr  IDnistsre,  The  proportion  Is 
new  and  nnpreoedented.  I  repeat  it,  the  House 
cannot  interfere  in  forming  any  treaty.  It  baa 
no  right  to  do  so.  Its  right  to  Judge  of  treatiea 
is  an  incidental  one.  When  called  on  to  appro- 
priate money,  or  to  do  any  other  act  to  carry  a 
treaty  into  effect,  or  to  comply  with  its  stipu- 
latiMU,  tbm  it  can  Judge,  then  it  muat  Judge 
tar  itseU;  and  has  a  rigU  to  grant  or  refuse  the 
ttadt  asked  aa  neoeasary,  or  to  pa^  or  to  do 
any  act  stipulated  for.  I  know,  sir,  we  may 
refdM  to  ^tproprlato  money  for  the  salaiy  and 
allowance  of  Mintstws,  where  the  appropria- 
tion la  asked  for  In  antidpation  of  a  misaion; 
but  I  hope  the  day  i(  far  distant  when  this 
Bonw  shall  iM  itself  omstr^ned  to  Intarfm 
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in  tbla,  or  ia  an;  other  maimer,  to  embai 
impede,  or  restriun  the  Eiacntive  in  the  fiur 
exercise  of  hia  oonatitntional  ftmctioiiB.  Such 
a  coarse  wonld  be  beneath  the  digni^  of  the 
HoQse.  I  will  not  enter  into  vxj  diBCnasioa  of 
the  merits  of  &  miseion  to  the  OoDgress  at 
Panama.  In  that  I  will  not  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  other  gentlemen.  When  those  merits 
come  before  Qa,  it  will  be  time  enonxh  to  di»- 
easa  tbera.  Sir,  I  hope  this  propoeitio&  to '~ 
■ert  wiil  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hauilton  obserred,  tiut,  as  be  was  de- 
sirona  to  give  his  reaolatjon  a  wholeeome  casti- 
gation,  he  would  accept  tlie  amendment  of  tjhe 
KCDtlemao  fhim  Virginia,  m  a  modification  of 
DJs  motion. 

(Tbia  Bopereeded  Mr.  M*i.iabt'b  motion:, 
the  words  he  moved  to  strike  oat  were  Urns 
stricken  ont  bj  Mr.  Hakiltoh,  wiUioat  the  ud 
of  the  Eodm;  but  the  words  proposed  hj  Mr. 
MoDuvhb  were,  bf  tha  same  act,  inserted  in 
lien  {rf  them.] 

Mr.  Wbioht  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
worda  proposed  by  Mr.  McDdffik,  which  Mr. 
Hamiltok  had  accepted  and  incorporated  with 
the  resolntion. 

Mr.  MoLakb,  of  Delaware,  s^d,  that,  after 
what  had  taken  place  to-daf,  he  was  in  favor 
of  making  this  call;  but  bis  object  was  to 
malia  it  as  general  as  propriety  wonld  allow. 
Be  did  not,  however,  wish  to  embarrass  anj 
department  of  the  Government.  He  thonght 
that  it  was  comparative! j  of  small  moment 
whether  tbe  Honse  shonld  call  for  the  instmC' 
tions  or  for  the  powers  of  the  Ministers,  Inas- 
mach  as  the  call  in  the  latter  part  of  tbe  reso- 
Intaon  would  be  modified  and  controlled  by  the 
previons  clause,  which  teavea  it  diBoretionary 
with  the  President  to  Judge  how  much  shall  be 
oommanicated  to  the  House.  We  call  on  him 
only  for  so  much  as,  in  his  opinion,  may  he 
compatible  with  tbe  public  interest  to  disclose. 
The  amendment  can  do  no  harm,  because,  if 
the  President  deems  it  improper  to  oommmii- 
cate  the  powers  ^ven  to  these  Minister^  he 
will,  of  course,  withhold  the  communication : 
if  not,  he  will  make  it  For  himself,  he  bad 
fbnned  no  definite  opimon  of  the  propriety  of 
the  general  measure ;  on  that  subject  he  held 
himself  in  reserve ;  he  need  not  say  what 
would  be  his  predilections  concerning  it  What 
he  wished  particularly  to  observe,  was,  that  he 
presumed  it  would  ok  egreeable  to  the  Execu- 
tive to  make  the  communication.  But  for 
what  he  had  heard  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, be  ehoold  not  have  thought  that  the 
President  was  anxious  to  do  so ;  becaose,  if  he 
bad  wished  it,  he  might  bore  sent  tliis  eorre- 
spondenoe  to  the  House  long  aso.  But^  from 
what  he  saw  and  heard,  Mr.  McL.  conclnded 
tbe  call  wonld  not  be  disagreeable  to  tbe  Presi- 
dent :  and  he  took  it  for  granted  that  he  wonld 
send  all  that  would  be  consistent  with  the  pub- 
lic good.  He  would  not  say  that  the  debato  in 
this  House  was  intended  to  react  on  the  Presi- 
dent or  tbe  Senate ;  but  all  most  know  tbot  It 


will  react  somewhere:  its  reaction  will  be  di- 
rected to  those  very  powers  who  are  to  meet 
at  Panama.  We  do  not  take  k  step  in  thii 
affair  which  tLey  do  not  observe.  Now,  sir,  I 
think  it  one  of  the  soundest  maxime  c€  pofiay. 
tbat  whenever  this  Government  presents  it«u 
toJ,hat  of  another  country,  it  should  sbowaa 
undivided  (root;  that  we  should  not  come  bt- 
ward  in  a  crippled  and  divided  state,  with  ooa 
branch  of  tha  Govemmeot  for  a  messore,  Mid 
another  branch  tg^ust  it;  but  that  we  afaonld 
move  in  a  solid  body,  and  show  to  others  tbit 
we  are  agreed  amongst  ourselves.  Aa  to  the 
call,  if  this  House  is  to  deliberate  and  to  dedte 
on  the  general  propriety  of  the  misuon,  it 
seemed  to  him  very  obvious  that  tbis  Hooae 
should  know  whatever  the  Executive  kiM«^ 
that  has  an  important  bearing  on  that  meas- 
ure: if  not,  tbe  House  may  come  to  one  de- 
cision, and  tbe  Preddent  and  the  Senate  to  ao- 
otber.  It  does  not,  however,  follow,  that  vb 
are  to  adopt  this  measure. 

He  thought  the  House  would  not  adopt  it 
unless  it  should  be  clearly  shown  to  be  m«t 
conducive  to  the  pubUo  good.  As  to  tbe 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  frMn  Booth  Caro- 
lina, calling  for  tbe  "  powers  "  of  these  Hinis- 
ters,  if  I  supposed,  stud  Mr.  McL.,  that  tbdr 
}>ower8  meant  the  same  thins  as  their  instne- 
dons,  I  should  be  disinclined  to  adopt  it;  bat 
it  does  not  strike  me  so.  A  call  for  Uieir  pow- 
ers appears  to  me  to  mean  no  more  than  this: 
whether  tbey  are  to  go  to  the  Congress  m 
spectators,  or  as  agents,  or  as  rcpreeentatiTes! 
Whether  tbey  are  to  take  a  part  m  the  deliber- 
ations, or  whether  they  are  merely  to  ^d  tiiem 
by  ooonsel  or  fiieadlj  anpervision!  If  larger 
powers  are  given,  and  are  indiscreetly  exei> 
oised,  they  may,  by  possibility,  compromit  tbe 
nentrality  and  peace  of  this  country ;  and  as  at 
present  instructed,  I  should  not  be  in  &vor  of 
granting  these  powers.  The  whole  resolutiOL 
however,  is  subject  to  the  first  clause,  ^d 
leaves  to  the  President  the  full  exercise  of  his 
discretion. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  read, 
as  follows: 

JRtKilvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  Cnitod 
States  be  requested  to  transinit  to  tlus  Houae  i  miis 
of  all  such  documeats,  or  parts  of  correspondeBcc, 
uot  incompaCiblo  with  the  public  interest  to  be  cotn- 
moiticatefl,  relatioe  to  an  invitation  which  haa  bcca 
extended  to  the  OoTemment  of  thia  coDDtry  'by 
the  Republics  of  Colombia,  of  Ueiico,  vtd  Centtd 
America^  to  join  in  the  deliberalions  of  a  Cong 

be  held  Bt  the  lethmug  of  Panama,'  i 
induced  him  to  signify  to  this  House  '  that 

,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  will  be  coo- 
mia^oced  to  join  in  those  deliberations  ; '  and  tOt' 
to  commanicate  to  tbia  House  all  the  iotbnna- 
in  the  posscasion  of  the  Eiecative  Depart' 
mcnt,  relative  to  the  objects  which  the  r«ptibliesaf 
the  Soath  propose  to  acconiplidi  by  the  CmignM 
of  Fanania;  and  the  powers  proposed  to  be  givea 

the  Commisriooers  or  Hioistera  of  tlie  Cnited 

ites  to  that  Congiesa ;  and  (lie  otgecta  to  wUeb 
they  are  to  be  directed." 


1^^ 


;  COO^^IC 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBESS. 


16S6l] 


[H.  otK. 


Ur.  F0B8ITB  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ezpreas- 
Dg  his  dissent  from  the  opuioa  of  the  gentle- 
nan  ftttm  DeUvare,  as  to  the  oper»tion  (rf  the 
Irst  clMise  of  the  resoIatioiL  Tne  first  part  of 
be  ddl  relates  to  the  oorrespondenoe  with  for- 
aga  powers,  and  the  restriotiTe  olkase  refers 
tm;  to  this  correspondmoe;  but  the  lutpart 
if  the  call  asks  for  the  powers  of  onr  Uinls- 
efs.  This,  said  Ur.  F.,  I  oanaot  vote  to  leave 
o  the  President's  diaaretioD.  I  want  the 
vbole.  Bnt,  if  the  restrictdve  <danse  U  to 
lOver  the  powers  of  the  Ministers  as  well  as 
h«  oorrespondettce,  what  follows!  The  Prwi- 
lent  maj  think  that  the  poblie  good  reqalrea 
Iiis  ndssion,  and  he  may  also  think  Out  if  he 
tonnnonicates  these  powers  the  Hooae  may 
lefeat  the  mlsricMi,  and,  in  thit  ease,  he  will,  of 
maree,  think  tliat  it  is  "  incompatiUe  with  the 
>Dblio  good"  that  their  powers  should  "be 
wmmonicated,"  For  mjsel^  said  Ur.  F.,  I 
tBoaot  iniagiDe  how  a  knowledge  of  tlieae 
Mwers  is  to  Injore,  or  anj  way  affect,  the  pnb- 
io  good.  We  have  in  tlue  matter  nothing  to 
mnoeaL  Onr  Ulnisters  go  to  stipulate — bnt 
rith  wliom,  and  to  what  extent!  When  we 
end  a  Uinister  abroad,  it  nuT  often  be  inoom- 
>atible  with  the  pablio  good  to  diseloee  onr 
mrTeroondenoe  with  him,  beoanse  a  pntdie*- 
ion  of  tiiat  correspondence  may  put  other  na- 
ions  in  posaeesioa  of  information  reepeeUng 
mr  plans  and  pnrposea,  whioh  ought  to  oe  oon- 
sealed ;  but  no  nich  reasdn  tuJds  in  remeet  tA 
•he  Oongreaa  of  tbeee  Sontfa  American  iStatee. 
IFhDst  he  was  op,  Ur.  F.  bened  to  say  a  few 
irorda  in  rraily  to  what  hftd  fallen  lh>m  an  bon- 
irable  member  fh>m  UaMohnsetta,  (Ur.  Etxb- 
RT,)  one  of  the  meet  attentiTe,  and  he  had  no 
ionbt  would  prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  nse- 
U  members  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Ba- 
stions. I  do  not  nndertake  to  say,  observed 
l£r.  F..  in  obtunlng  and  in  ffrimmnnj/^ftting  to 
he  gentleman  from  Booth  Carolina  the  iubr- 
natioD  to  which  be  slladed,  and  which  indaced 
lim  to  postpone  the  calling  np  of  his  reeoln* 
ion,  that  I  acted  by  the  anthority  of  that  com- 
nlttee,  becaose  the  solgeot  had  not  been  before 
liat  committee ;  I  acted,  in  doing  ao,  as  tbe 
inroble  organ  of  this  House,  with  a  desire  to 
umble  mjMlf  to  state  to  the  House,  as  became 
iroper  in  the  portion  in  whioh  I  am  placed  in 
■eferenoe  to  the  Hoose,  whether  any  evil  would 
M  likely  to  arise  or  not  from  delay  in  the  call : 


my  part  of  the  papers,  and  whether  it  was 

xintemplated  by  the  Ezecative  to  present  the 

nformstion  to  uie  Hoose.    I  thonght,  as  cbsir- 

n  of  that  committee,  that,  if  I  oonid  obtdn 


tM  presented  in  time,  if  an  appropriation  shoold 
[m  wanted;  and  my  nnderstan^ng  was.  that, 
if  no  appropriation  should  be  wanted,  the  pa- 
pers would  not  be  oommnnicated.  In  this  sit- 
uation tlie  sflUr  lay  for  tliree  weeks.  I  still  do 
not  know  whether  any  appropriation  will  be 


wanted.  TheafibirremaInB,M>farasIam  eon- 
oemedjprecdselyasitwBB.  I  did  vote  against  act- 
ing at  won  the  sat(ject;  bnt  I  am  enUrety  will- 
ing the  information  shonld  be  had,  and  tliat  all 
tho  inftffmation  shall  be  had  which  is  dedrsr- 
Ue. 


oolated  to  efibot  its  own  ol^eot  The  present 
resolalion  had  been  introduced  by  a  gentlenian 
from  South  Oarolins,  who  seemed  to  stand  in  a 
very  convenient  relation  to  it.  He  repudiates 
or  adopts  it,  as  it  snits  his  pan>oee.  When  any 
proposition  is  made  to  amend  it,  by  those  who 
are  entirely  exposed  to  the  call,  the  reeolndon 
is  thai  his,  and  he  adopts  the  amendment  as  a 
modification.  At  other  timea,  he  has  no  par- 
tionlar  intereat  in  It.  Ur.  W.  thonght  it  wsa 
better  that  the  House  shoold  dismiss  this  stato 
of  things.  It  would  be  better  to  have  a  reso- 
lution which  ooDld  be  amended  by  all,  snd  not 


can,  without  impropriety,  be  disclosed  on  this 
subject,  I  am  as  amioos  to  have  it  as  any 
gentiemsQ.  Why  shonld  I  not  be )  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  oan  make  np  my  mmd,  before 
I  have  any  knowledge  of  the  fat^  on  which  it 
is  t«  be  made  np :  and  in  the  present  ease,  I  am 
still  in  the  dark.  I  do  not  pledge  myself  either  to 
support  or  to  oppose  the  general  measure.  And, 
in  making  the  call,  any  phraseology,  within  the 
nsnal  limits  will  meet  my  spprobstion.  Bnt  I 
object  to  any  call  that  is  without  the  discretion- 
ary clause.  Sir,  the  House  tried  the  eiperiment 
wtien  General  Washington  was  President 
They  Miplied  for  the  instruotiohs  which  had 
been  given  to  Ur,  Jay,  and  they  received  for 
answer,  that  that  was  a  matter  which  pertained 
to  the  trea^-making  power.  I  have  prepared, 
and  now  beg  leave  to  offer,  as  sji  amendment,  a* 
snbstltiite  for  thia  whole  resolntion.  It  ia 
drawn  in  liberal  terms,  and  will  proonre,  as  I 
believe,  all  that  we  have  a  right  to  ask  fcv. 

Hie  Bfxaxeb   sud    that  this    amendment 
wonld  not  be  in  order  while  the  present  moUoa 


Ur.  WmoMT  tJwn  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
the  amendment  of  Ur.  Wxbsixb  was  reu,  aa 
follows: 

To  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "Betotvedy" 
and  insert  the  fbllowing : 

■'  That  the  Prerident  be  requested  to  cause  to  be 
Uid  before  this  House  bo  much  of  the  correopond- 
ence  bedrecn  the  Govamment  of  the  Uniied  States 
and  the  new  States  of  Anerics,  or  their  Uiuisters, 
respecting  Lhe  proposed  CoDgress,  or  meeting  of 
Diplomslic  Agents  at  Fsnama,  and  sach  Informs- 
tiOD  respecting  the  genersl  character  of  that  ez< 
pected  Congresa,  as  may  be  [n  his  poesesidoD,  and 
aa  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  communicated  without 
pr^ndke  to  ths  public  interest ;  and  also  to  Inform 
ths  HOBBS,  so  fkr  ss,  In  bis  opinion,  the  public  in- 


parl,  in  the  deliberations  of  tliat  CongrsM." 
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The  amflodment  of  t&.VcBsru  v/u  agreed  to. 

ICr.  MoDrmx  rose  to  coiigratakt«  the  gentle- 
Sian  fhim  Ifflauchosetts  on  bis  oonreiaon;  as 
tiie  proposition  he  now  offered  wta  predielj 
the  Mine  in  Bnbstanoe  wltli  bis  own. 

Ur.  HoiTBroN  then  rose,  and  said,  be  eboold 
moke  some  obserrstions  on  the  propoeition  now 
before  the  Home,  saoh  as  he  tbongU  be 
was  in  dnty  boond  to  make,  having  the  misfor- 
tone  not  to  concur  in  opinion  with  some  of  the 

KDtlemen  who  bad  spoken  on  this  snbjeot. 
lat  this  House  sbonld  be  in  possession  of  the 
Information  required,  was,  he  thongbt,  very 
desirable.  For  his  own  part,  be  had  no  oUeo- 
tion  to  receive  it  at  the  proper  time,  when  the; 
oonld  receive  it  either  bv  ue  TolnntarT  act  ol 
the  Eiecattve,  or  when  this  Eonse  sbonld  deem 
tt  proper,  witbont  referenoe  to  auj  partionlar 
■tat«  of  maim,  to  Call  on  the  £iecQtive  for  it. 

There  was,  Mr.  H.  said,  something  pecoliar 
connected  with  the  bistoiy  of  this  resolation. 
It  was  introdnoed  at  a  time  when  the  informa- 
tion was  tbonght  desirable  to  some  gentlemen, 
bnt,  owing  to  pecnliar  (Hrcnmstancaa,  or  to  sng- 
gestions  made  to  the  mover  of  it,  it  was  thoagbt 
faiexpedient  at  that  time  to  nrge  it  on,  A&in 
since  then  had  assnmed  a  different  a^ieot.  One 
of  the  coordinate  departments  of  tins  Qovem- 
mmt,  thef  were  told,  and  be  tnuted  he  t^d  not 
folate  an;  nle  of  this  House  in  saying  so,  had 
acted,  as  far  as  tbej  bad  power  to  SiOt,  wiui  re- 
ference to  this  snbjeoL  Another  department  of 
the  Oovemment^tiiey  were  informed,  had  not 
acted  upon  it.  when  the  ocM>rdinate  depart- 
raenta  shoold  have  acted,  and  preseotod  the 
subject  to  thi»  House,  then  he  tbouKht  would 
be  the  proper  time  to  call  for  this  iuformatiott. 
It  seemed  to  be  presumed  that,  when  it  came 
before  them  in  a  proper  shape  and  character, 
they  woidd  have  to  pass  upon  an  appropriation 
4br  this  otnect ;  and  if  such  should  be  tne  fact, 
tbejf  would  certainly  require  all  tbe  information 
*  which  itwas  proper  for  the  Executive  to  sabmiL 
Tboy  woold  require  all  the  information  con- 
nected with  this  snlfjeat :  for,  as  it  was  to  form 
a  new  crisis  in  the  politics  of  this  country,  it 
Tonid  be  oertainly  proper  to  have  all  tbe  prem- 
bee  before  them,  mat  they  might  act  under- 
atandlngly  on  it.  Ur.  B.  stud  he  would,  in  such 
a  contingency,  nrge  to  have  all  the  information 
laid  before  them ;  but  he  could  not  perceive, 
trora  tbe  attitude  which  tbe  subject  at  present 
assumed,  that  any  information  was  necessary 
at  this  particular  time,  ibr  this  Honsc^  more 
than  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
■eedou.  If  it  was  neocssary  now,  why  was  it 
not  so  at  tine  commencement  of  the  sesdon! 
He  could  not  see  that  tbe  passage  of  this  resolu- 
tion was  necessary  now,  unless  uiis  House  was  to 
bo  called  apon  to  express  an  opinion  on  a  sub- 
ject not  officially  or  ptoperly  before  it 

Besirsble  as  this  information  was,  Hr.  H. 
B^d,  they  had  the  privilege  of  coi^ectunng  what 
it  might  be.  He  had  no  rays  of  light  on  this 
Bubject  but  such  as  were  diieeminated  to  all  the 
members  of  the  Honse.    The  arguments  of  some 
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of  the  gentlemen  had  ^^eared  to  tdntels 
hypothelicdly  urged,  presenting  the  satgMii 
snim  an  enlarged  view  as  Indicated  a  aipricr 
knowledge  to  what  he  poasaased;  andnbcM 
not  wish  to  be  inferior  in  knowledge  m  ds 
subject  of  thie  mission,  be  was  not  Itm  mka 
than  other  gendemen  to  be  in  poesevioD  of  il 
tlie  infinmation  in  poaaesaion  of  the  Eientiti 
on  the  snbjecL  Bnt  he  wished  it  to  be  jmstcfd 
in  a  proper  form,  and  to  oome  wlien  it  VHHn- 
sary.  If  itwaanotneoeasaTOiiannriier^ 
ve  have  now  no  call  few  th«  parfonusee  of  oA- 
cialduty,  tbatwebadnottiien.  VbentbiKd 
was  made,  then  he  would  himself  prentkid 
for  the  informationwhiohfaad  not  been  salxiM 
to  them,  and  whicli  waa  pecsaaaty  oa  tbefnljst 

Tbe  genUemaa  from  Lomsiana  (Hr.  Imn- 
ston)  had  said,  let  na  determine  now,ife«ls 
ooT  disposition ;  that  we  will  make  no  fftit 
priation  when  this  snUect  comes  beton  n 
Mr.  E.  waa  not  prepared  to  say  that  lis  mdd 
make  no  appinpruttion :  he  waa  not,  be  Ukn^ 
called  on  at  tins  time  for  tiie  flxpresrioD  ^aj 
snob  sentiment.  Thwehadbeen  nocsSsDtiis 
House  for  an  appropriation.  And,  wha  U 
call  wee  made,  then  wonld  be  the  pnper  tsn 
to  determine  whether  they  would  griU  il  ■ 
noL  Bnt  be  did  not  oonsicier  the  qowtiocM* 
easentdally  involved.  -  When  the  ^pticsdonftr 
an  ^mropriation  waa  made,  it  wotdd  tbn  a 
their  duty  to  act:  it  waa  not  »  now;  M* 
aamuoh  as  it  was  not,*  be  did  not,  si  tMi  tiiKi 
feel  dirooeed  to  vote  for  a  call  for  infonn^ 
till  be  found  that  call  oeoMiary.  ConTiiwba 
of  the  neoeadty  of  that  oall,  and  be  TfonH  I* 
with  much  pleasure,  m  demanding  it;  tn^  ' 
they  Were  to  have  the  informatioiL  let  ibeu  t«" 
all  that  was  ouuected  wHh  the  sutgtct,  tbitis^ 
might  know  what  groonds  they  wars  »  » 
upon.  The  subject  conld  not,  he  tlioo^M* 
properly  determined  by  this  Honse  liw* 
other  data  than  what  they  nowwwca™- 

We  have  been  told,  eaid  Mr.  E,  thst  n  imi- 
tation bad  been  givw  to  us,  by  the  Soalh  ii* 
lean  Repnblios,  toaendSOnisterstotlKGaDjin 
of  Panama,  and  that  an  assnraBee  bidbW' 
turned  that  Minist«rs  woold  be  seat.  1^^ 
a  gratuitous  aasnraiw^  and  must  bsTsbwi*^ 
dioated  on  the  belief  tiat  the  oonciarwiM  oIIm 
co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Qoveraawot  *'*' 
be  certain:  for  he  oonld  not  think  (Ww 
President  alone  had  any  right  to  «^^JZ 
CommisflioneTB,  without  tbe  eoncurraice  "^ 
Senate.  Oould  gentlemen  Udnk  that  """^ 
wonld  have  nothing  to  do  but  ««fi"». !,  j^ 
the  President  was  the  organ  by  "r  jj 
whole  nation  waa  to  speak;  thatwbMMf" 
mnst  be  abided  by ;  and  tiiat  tbeSmals  fiMJJ 
power  to  determine  whether  or  no  "5*^^ 
concur  in  this  nomination!  This  m^*^, 
thought  one  of  vast  national  imp*"*"^,!!! 
ought  to  be  well  weighed  by  each  D^*"^ 
of  Government  having  oogniiacce  of*  ^  ^ 

Wo  have  been  toll,  said  Mr.  H.,  Il*l  t" 
no  new  project  It  was  denied  bT  lie  S^T 
mia  bom  New  York,  in  r^  totl»g»aiu»»' 
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torn  Sontli  Oaroliiu,  tluit  it  wm  b  new  prtjjeot. 
rhxt  gentlemtui  baA  referred  to  TSrioiu  oues  to 
iroTo  dtat  it  waa  not  new ;  ha  liad  aald  that 

Spropriatiiots  h»d  been  made  In  1816,  '16,  and 
noet  down  to  the  present  tima  tor  Hmilar 
xnnmimona,  and  that  tbey  formed  ft  precedent 
X)  be  applied  on  the  present  oeoatdon.  Hr,  E. 
laid,  if  he  onderstood  the  aabjeot  rightly, 
'thoo^  it  might  be  his  misfortune  not  to  do  so,) 
ihe  apprt^triations  referred  to  were  made  to 
lend  OouumseionerB  to  South  Ameriosj  to  aaoer- 
:ain  what  waa  the  state  of  the  Oootinent ;  to 
nqoire  into  the  o^iadty  of  the  people  of  that 
mnntrj  to  reaeive  freetKon  and  oheruh  it;  and 
a  determine  how  fer  it  was  expedient  for  thia 
government  to  recognize  thdr  independence, 
ind  to  form  treaties  of  amitr,  oommwoe,  and 
lAvigaUon,  with  them. 

This  was  the  ol^eot  of  sending  Ifinisters,  Hr. 
S.  said,  according  to  his  understanding  of  the 
natter.  Bnt  now  we  are  called  on  to  send 
Ifiniaters,  not  to  mate  treatiee  separately  with 
lieae  powers,  bnt  to  meet  deputies  from  each 
>f  the  EepnblicB  of  Sonth  America,  to  deter- 
mne  in  what  relation  we  are  in  fdtiu^  to  stand 
n  regard  to  them;  whether  we  will  join  in 
lUianoes  ofiennre  and  d^emive  with  them,  or 
a  reference-  to  any  other  nttjeot  that  bmj  be 
ireeented  to  that  body.  Hare  we  not,  aued 
i£r.  H.,  already  Hiniatera  in  Sonth  America,  to 
ftegotiate  beatiee  with  these  different  Bepnb- 
icsl  Are  ther  not  anthoiiaed  to  negoldato 
zeaties  t  And  ia  not  that  the  onstomary  way  in 
grhich  the  United  States  (tot  as  regards  other 
uitioQB  I  We  do  not  meet  Ihem  in  ssaembliea  of 
BepreeentatiTea  to  negotiate  treatiee.  We  send 
mr  Ifinistera  to  the  oonrts  of  the  different 
SOTemments,  and  they  there  negotiate  onr 
ireatiee,  so  Qu'  as  is  coudndve  to  onr  intereets, 


ihonld  we  act  differently  with  the  poweni  of 
ionth  America!  But,  if  we  are  called  on  to 
Deet  them  in  Oongrees  at  Panama,  what  is  the 
wnseqnenoe}  Whether  this  Oongreas  is  in- 
tended  to  connteract  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ullanoe  in  Enropa,   Ur.  E.  sfJd,  was  not  a 

Sieetion  now  to  be  determined.  Bd^  if  that  is 
e  object,  it  woold  be  reasonable  to  soppase 
^at  propotitions  wonld  be  snbmitted.  We 
aave  our  Bepresentatiree  there.  The  Bepre- 
lentatives  of  other  powers  all  act  in  aooordance ; 
[hose  of  the  United  States  stand  aloof ;  we  do 
not  ohoose  to  cononr  in  their  reaoletions — and 
rrhat  is  the  oonaaqnence?  We  have  sent  our 
wmmiaasonera,  agents,  or  Uinlsters,  to  negotiato 
I  treaty,  on  the  presainption  of  eataUismng  an 
■Ilianoe  with  those  people :  fbr  they  expect  noth* 
tug  less  from  as.  Should  we  dedine  aooedlng 
to  their  propositions,  what  wonld  be  the  oonae- 
inenoet  They  would  say,  the  Itepnblio  of  the 
United  States  do  not  oheruh  for  ns  thoee  feelings 
we  anticipated  from  her.  The  United  States 
irill  not  accede  to  our  propodtions ;  they  en- 
SeftTor  to  stand  alone ;  they  have  withdrawn 
tanD  onr  Assembly,  and  have  Mt  np  tot  Uiem- 
TokVin.— la 


selves.  Is  not  this,  sud  Mr,  H..  better  calon- 
lated  to  ezat^>erfito  these  people  than  if  we 
were  not  to  eead  Uinisters  at  all  I  He  regarded 
this  invitation,  on  the  part  of  Bolivar,  as  an  act 
of  oonrleay,  affording  ns  the  opportnnity  of  ac- 
ceding to  or  deolining  the  proposition.  We 
could  have  deelined  it  with  courtesy ;  we  ooi^d 
have  established  with  each  of  these  Govern- 
ments an  nnderstandittg  so  as  to  seci^re  all  the 
advantages  we  wishedj  with  these  people,  and 
eveiT  object  to  be  attamed  by  this  Oovemmeat 
womd  have  been  gained.  The  podtion  we  now 
oconpy  is  different :  a  pledge  has  bean  given ; 
but,  said  Mr,  H^  is  the  nation  bonnd  to  redeem 
that  pledge  f  It  might  have  been  jadidonaly 
given,  bnt  we  are  not'snre  of  that  We  have 
not  the  infbrmation  to  satds^  ns  on  that  pi^l; 
The  Eonae  was  not  yet  called  on  to  act  npon 
and  redeem  that  plet^  At  this  time,  there- 
fore, Hr.  E.  sdo,  the  information  waa  not 
necessary  which  this  resolntion  proposed  to  oall 
for.  The  Hooae  had  been  told  that  Miiusters 
were  to  be  sent  to  Panama  for  the  purpose  of 
disseminating  onr  principles  amongst  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Southern  Republics,  and  of  making 
them  aoqaainted  with  onr  institations ;  that  we 
ore  to  go  there  to  inAise  into  them  certain 
prindples,  and  that  we  are  to  be  the  model  by 
wbioh  they  are  to  act.  Oonld  gentlemen  sap- 
pose,  Ur,  H,  said,  that  the  depntiee  from  the 
different  Republics  of  South  America  would 
take  it  as  a  oompliment  to  be  told  they  were 
inci^iable  of  self-government;  that  they  had  not 
snfficient  oapadty ;  that  they  were  not  sof^- 
ciently  enlightened;  and  that,  therefore,  the 
United  Stales  had  sent  their  Uinisters  as  special 
teatdierB  of  their  dootriaes,  to  give  them  light 
on  the  SD^ect  of  self-government  t  Were  our 
Ministers,  Ur.  B,  asked,  to  be  the  teachers  of 
politicetothemt  Did  we  send  thenttiiere  to  en- 
lighten the  Sonth  Americana — that  people  who 
had  been  landed,  and  Justly  lauded,  throo^ont 
the  wfffld,  for  throwing  off  the  galling  yoke  of 
a  despicable  tyranny,  and  proclaiming  to  the 
world  that  they  would  be  free,  in  imitation  (4 
the  United  States?  Shall  we  send  teaobers 
amongst  thtm  to  infuse  our  doctrines,  andinool- 
cato  car  political  prindples  amongst  them  t  This, 
ICr.  E.  sdd,  was  not  the  way  for  Sonth  America 
to  be  free.  Unless  she  wills  to  be  free  she  never 
oanbeso,  Wemightsendonrteachersto  every 
city,  and  every  vUlage,  and  establish  political 
collies  throughout  South  American  but  she 
cannot  be  f^ee  nnless  she  wills  it.  If  she  can 
derive  any  advantage  from  the  example  we  set 
her,  let  her  do  so;  onr  ports  are  open,  onr 
honses)  onr  towns,  and  onr  sssembliea,  are  all 
open.  Let  her  citiiens  come  hare^  and  if  we 
dtsseminato  li^t  amongst  them,  let  them  r»- 
tom  to  their  fellow-dtizens — let  them  describe 
the  institations  we  have  in  thia  country,  and  toll 
tbem,  "Go  ye  and  do  likewise."  This  is  the 
way,  Ur.  H.  ssid,  (hat  Sonth  America  ia  to  l>e 
benefited  by  the  United  Statea.  This  will 
benefit  her  institntions :  if  she  sends  her  en- 
lightened dttzena  amongst  as,  if  she  will  bttTS  , 
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oar  ooDititatioa  lud  our  Uwi  tnml«t«d  into 
ber  owtL  Uopuge,  thia  will  inftise  energy  into 
her  OoTemineDt,  and  smtain  her  polmoi  and 
bervma,  ao  &r  as  it  ianeccwaryforherBeiTioe. 
This  is  tbe  war  South  America  is  to  be  bote- 
fit«d,  and  in  whioh  oar  prindplM  are  to  operate 
on  her  people.  It  Is  not  bj  phTsioal  innoeuoe 
that  we  can  benefit  them :  but  il  ia  the  moral 
ioflneDoe  tbat  perradee  Qua  ooiinti7,  which 
the7  mnit  become  aoqiudntod  wibb.  Th^  mott 
leam  it  amongat  na,  and  carry  to  their  own 
oonnt^  the  knowledoe  of  It 

Hi.  STBTZNBoir,  of  Pennajlvaoia,  tliat  ofteed 
the  following  smendmeat: 

Strike  ont  the  words  "towiuch  q^"  where 
thej  first  occur,  and  the  words  "oa  ma^,  m  \it 
wMon,  it  tomiMtnieaUd  mtitr^  pr^adiet  to 
ths  pubUo  inUrut: "  and  also  tlie  worda,  "m 
/^  at,  ^  hit  opiiMoti,  the  publie  tnterttU  may 
aUow,"  and  add,  at  the  dose,  theae  words: 
"mating  to  much  qf  hit  eommmiicatiot%  eonfi- 
dmtial  at  ha  may  thini prepM-." 

Mr.  Wkbmxb  snggMted,  that  it  waa  not  in 
order  to  strike  ont  words  which  have  been  In- 
serted hy  a  vote  of  the  Hoose. 

The  Ghaib  decided  that  so  maoh  of  the  reso- 
lution as  related  to  striking  oat  was  not  in  or- 
der :  bnt  that  oo  mach  of  it  as  went  to  add  to 
Ute  resolation,  was  in  order. 

from  this  decisioa  Mr.  Fobstth  appealed, 
and  said,  with  proper  deference  to  the  longer 
experience  of  the  Ohair,  he  oonld  not  bnt  deem 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsf  1- 
vania  (Mr.  Stevetbob)  in  order.  The  rule  of 
the  House,  to  which  the  Speaker  referred,  ia, 
that  words  inserted,  hj  way  of  amendment, 
cannot  be  etniok  ont  on  motion.  The  propriety 
of  this  nUe  is  quite  obvioos ;  the  Hoase  having 
decided  opon  the  propriety  of  the  words  fonn- 
W  part  of  the  proportion,  on^t  not  to  be 
osMed  apon  again  to  decide  th«  same  qneetion. 
It  does  not  apply  here.  The  proportion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Fennsylvaiiia  to  add  words, 
and  to  strike  ont  others  iooonristent  irith  them, 
does  not  bring  back  the  some  queatjoa  that  has 
Just  been  decided.  It  is  pernoUy  distinct  in 
its  character,  and  has  not  yet  been  before  the 
Hoase,  Mr,  V.  did  not  express  any  opinion  in 
fRTor  of  the  amendment  itself.  The  Boose  hsa 
decided  that  it  will  call  on  the  President  for 
snch  information  as,  in  his  opinion,  may  be 
safely  oommnnioated.  The  proposition  is,  that 
this  discretion  maj^  be  limited  to  the  monwr  in 
which  the  MmmtmKntioit  ia  to  be  made,  whether 
^pmig  or  eor^fidmitiaiU^.  In  making  it^  the  gra- 
ueman  proposes  additional  words  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  the  necessary  erasure  of  words  inoon- 
wstent  with  them.  The  additional  words  are 
decided  to  be  in  order.  If  adopted,  the  whole 
resolntion  becomes  nonsennoaJ;  to  make  it 
sense,  the  worda  proposed  to  be  erased,  roost 
be  removed  from  tiie  whole  sentence.  To  erase 
them  is  oat  of  order. 

The  concloaion  is,  that  the  part  of  the  amend- 
ment which  does  not  alter  the  proposition,  ez- 
«ept  by  making  it  senselesa,  it  is  order,  and 


that  part  of  it  which  makes  the  amcodmaitit 
wM,  and  the  whole  pM^KXntioa  inlelBnUc, « 
not  In  order.  To  this  owidnaiiu,  Tit.  t.  vm 
not  bring  bia  JndgmenL  He  left  tha  sat^wlti 
the  Hoose  without  fbrthw  icmark.  HmwI 
to  him  dear,  that  the  whole  amamiment  waa 
order,  or  none  of  it. 

The  dedrioD  of  the  Sfsukb  waa  K^usd; 
uid  the  qneatioa  bdng^  on  adding  to  tbe  »» 
lati<si  M  Mr.  VisnsK  the  fcdlowii^  vo^ 
"  maUng  go  mnoh  of  hia  oommonicstiaL  t>A 
d«nlial  as  be  tuy  think  [woper," 

Itr.  SmzmoK  obaerred,  that  he  wiibed  t) 
vote  for  the  call,  bnt  that  he  oonld  not  nit  to 
it  nnder  the  discretion  and  timitstiin.  B) 
wanted  to  have  all  the  &ct8  befim  lb«  Eoh 
He  did  not  wish  to  oommand  them  t^sA  tbi 
interesta  of  the  nation,  nor  was  it  hu  vi^t> 
embairase  the  ExecnUve ;  bat  he  wsalri  tt 
have  full  light  on  the  sn^ect^-the  Mm*  £^i 
whioh  the  Exeontive  tun  had  upon  it,  ind  ■ 
another  branch  of  the  Govenunent  ia  nor  i^ 
posed  to  have. 

If  the  secrete  Of  the  nation  have  been  ooDfiU 
to  two  branches  of  the  Govemmeol,  be  tboipl 
that  the  B^tresentadves  of  the  peopk  ■« 
were  entiUed  to  s  fOU  knowledge  of  thai; « 
he,  therefore,  wished  that  the  Fnateit  A^ 
in  the  first  instance,  oammonieste  in  a  pno 
manner,  as  mndi  of  th^  infomuddcsi  *■  l"^ 
think  proper,  and  then  pve  totiienrtf^ 
deotiat  character,  if  he  prefers  it^  ^ 

Hr.  IiroKAH  rose,  to  aak  his  coUeagu  to  ■H"- 
draw  the  last  part  of  his  amendneDt 

[The  only  Mrt  very  important  **  t«^ 
mer  obwse  of  it,  and  whioh  was  pr««o«d  M 


I.)  might  be  enabled  to  refer  the  enCiie  n 
tion  to  «  0«Knmittee  of  the  whde  HMM*r 
instmotiona  to  strike  out  the  dbcrcDm 
daose,  where  it  laatoooon;  and  wit™?* 
tion  he  ahonld  demand  the  yeas  and  i>^ 

Mra.  Oooi  snggeeted  that  this  w«  «»«* 
sary.  .  The  PrSdent  had  this  4w"'?S 
power  by  the  owatitntitat,  and  will  no  '^ 
exercise  It,  if  be  oonsidera  saohtobd^^ 
He  Bu^feated  that  the  object  mi^(bein«a 
by  a  reoonsideration^ithottt  any  refweuM  » 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  ^^ 

Jlr.  Sravrasoir  having  wiUidrawn  ha  o«" 
to  amend,  the  qnestioa  was  loudly  daii»»i 

Mr.  Immiii  rose,  i 
shoold  not  be  put  down  b, 
tion."  He  coiuddered  the  anigect  ^  r  ij 
mnoh  importance  to  iio  deterred  from  ^"r*  j 
daty  in  rward  to  it,  either  by  an  e^i«*^. 
feeling  in  flie  Hoose,  or  by  its  want  rf  oow^ 
and  ^ough  the  hour  waa  late,  he  tno^S 
opportonity  ought  to  be  availed  <rf  to  ""a, 
motion  made  and  a  vote  takra  "V^  "■  ^ 
would,  however,  slighay  change  ^^^ 
thenmovedtoreftetheK«olationtosie»»_ 
mittee,  with  instructions  to  strike  '"'"^.T^ 
tionaryoianae,  where  it  Isst  ocean.  Onuw 


,  and  ol>«^J^J! 
own  by  any  call  of  J» 
d  the  aniiject  s»  «f  « 
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reordered;  and  then 


Pbid^y,  Febmarj  8, 
Cmffrtm  <if  Panama. 

TtM  Honae  proceeded  to  the  onflnished  bnri- 
MflB  of  yeeteraa7,  which  tu  the  motion  of  Mr. 
[troKAic,  to  commit  the  resolntion  of  Mr.  Eax- 
i.TO>r,  aa  amended  by  Mr.  Wibsteb,  to  A  eelect 
y)mmitt«e.  with  insQuodona  to  Btnke  out  the 
ilaoae  which  leaves  it  diaoretionatT'  with  the 
!>resident  to  commmiicste  the  papen  called  for 
>y  the  Honae,  so  &r  ae  relates  to  the  oUeots  in 
rhich  our  Ministers  are  ezpeoted  to  tfuie  part 
n  the  diacoanone  at  Panama. 

Mr.  Metoalfi  said,  tiiot  the  motion  he  was 
iboat  to  make  was  not  iatrodneed  with  aay 
Icsire  to  prevent  the  diaonagion  of  the  general 
nbjeot,  hot  only  that  the  Honae  may  determine 
it  once  on  the  qaeation  of  making  a  call  for 
b&  papers,  which  onKht  to  he  the  gronndwork 
>f  the  discnaaion.  All  legislation  is  saspended 
}y  a  long  debate  on  the  propriety  of  calling  on 
he  Preudent  for  a  certain  correspondence — a 
lebate  which  he  waa  br  from  anticipating  when 
le  called  up  the  resolntion  of  the  gendeman 
Hm  SoDth  Oarolina,  and  he  thongbt  that  this 
raa  a  proper  occasion  for  talcing  the  pretiov* 
fiMftiOn,  to  preclnde  farther  debat«  on  a  qnes- 
'   1  not  before  the  Honae :  bemoveditaooord- 


Mr!l 


.  Flotd  hoped  the  gMifleman  would  irlth- 

Iraw  this  motion ;  he  never  liked  either  it  or 
Jie  sedition  law. 

The  SpBAEBB  pronoanoed  all  debate  at  pree- 
mt  out  of  order;  and  proceeded  to  take  the 
[nestion  on  Mr.  Metoalfx'b  motion,  which  was 
legatived;  ayes  7B — noes  90,  And  the  qnes- 
aon  recurring  on  Mr.  iNaHAM'e  motion  to  refer 
lb'.  HAjfiLTOs's  resolntion  to  a  select  committee, 

Mr.  Inqhui  then  addreaaed  the  House.  He 
nid  be  could  not  bnt  coogratnlate  himself  and 
lie  House,  and  the  nation^  on  the  f^lure  of  the 
notion  for  the  previons  qnestion.  The  snbjeot 
low  before  the  House  (a^d  he)  is  one  of  deep 
md  vital  interest  to  oar  coontry,  and  deeervee 
iJl  the  consideration  which,  witii  our  most  ma- 
;iire  reflection  and  judgment,  can  be  bronght  to 
>ear  npon  it.  It  is  a  snbject,  therefore,  of  real 
Kragratolation  that  an  attempt  to  forodoso 
ivery  amendment  as  well  as  all  debate,  has  met 
with  mch  a  decided  nc^tive.  The  time  is  not 
ret  come,  I  tmst,  when  qneetiona  of  this  natnie 
>re  to  be  thus  disposed  of.  The  previous  qnee- 
ion  was  always  regarded  aa  a  high-handed 
neasnre,  only  io  be  resorted  t«  in  time  of  great 
lational  difficnl^. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  oonsider  the  amend- 
nent,  and,  in  uie  course  of  my  remarks,  will 
^nflne  myself  as  stricfly  within  the  line  pre- 
icribed  by  the  ralee  of  the  Hoose  as  possible, 
»  which  I  am  admonished  by  the  inoioations 
^  impatience  manifested  daring  the  tedious 
lebate  heretofore.  I  do  not  mean  to  discuss 
the  question  of  the  Misdon  to  Panama:  that 


qnestion  is  not  before  the  House.  The  only 
qnestitm  is,  as  to  the  extent  of  information  we 
require,  before  we  shall  be  called  on  to  act  In 
relation  to  this  Mission.  Should  the  amend- 
ment  prevail,  it  will  open  a  wider  field  of  In- 
qniry  than  the  resolntion  as  it  now  stands; 
^hlch  contains  two  restrictive  clauses — an 
anomaly  in  calls  for  information  of  this  nature. 
One  is  inserted  as  a  matter  of  conrtesy,  becanse 
we  consider  the  Preadent  as  having  the' right 
to  withhold  whatever,  in  his  judgment,  the  pub- 
lic interest  may  require  to  be  withheld.  It  is 
conceived  that,  for  snch  a  purpose,  we  have  no 

Kwer  to  coerce  his  compliance  with  our  call  j 
t  on  each  occasions  as  this,  is  It  proper  for 
US  to  depart  from  the  usual  course,  and  admoni^ 
the  Prwident,  by  the  second  restriction,  onlyto 
give  ufl  what  sheer  necewfity  requires  I  The 
reaolution,  withont  the  second  clause,  woold 
justi^  an  ordinary  discretion:  but  wiUi  it, 
while  it  purports  to  ask  important  Infbrma> 
tion,  it  admonishes  him  to  forbear:  it  says  to 
him,  don't  give  OS  too  much :  we  want  very 
littie;  therdbra,  beware  that  you  do  not  exer- 
cise too  liberal  a  discretion  in  framing  your 
answer.  This  is  not  the  attitude  which  this 
House  ought  to  take  on  such  a  question:  the 
oonseqnenoe  of  this  measure  may  be  too  im- 
portant  to  have  it  thus  disposed  of.  Bnt  if  the 
motion  to  amend  shall  be  sustcuned,  it  will  be  a 
distinot  indication  to  the  Esecctive,  that  we 
want  All  the  information  we  can  get:  that  the 
great  interests  of  the  nation  demand  it.  We 
do  this^  however,  withont  any  feeling  of  dlsre- 
qteot.  I  woold  be  among  the  last  to  move  any 
proportion,  to  be  sent  to  another  branch  of  the 
Government,  containing  the  slightest  mark  of 
disrespect.  I  owe  .it  to  myself  to  the  House, 
to  every  consideration  which  ought  to  inflnenoe 
my  conduct,  not  to  do  so.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
hands,  that  we  are  about  to  be  called  upon  to 
act  OD  a  great  question.  How  important  then, 
is  it  that  we  shonld  have  all  the  information  we 
can  get,  to  enlighten  onr  judgments  in  adopting 
or  i^eoting  the  resolution  offered  by  my  col- 
league, which  lies  on  the  table.  Are  we  to  be 
compiled  to  vote  in  the  dark,  upon  snoh  a 
question  as  this}  I  am  free  to  declare,  that  I 
have  not  finally  determined  what  it  would  be 
proper  to  do  in  relation  to  it.  The  proposititm 
to  send  Ministers  to  the  Oongress  of  Panama  ia 
a  measnre  wholly  new  in  the  history  of  tnir 
Qovemment;  it  may  constitute  an  evenmd 
epoch  in  oar  amials:  and  are  we  to  vote  on 
faith,  without  the  same  information  which  la 
possessed  by  the  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, mer^y  because  It  is  recommended  t  I 
disoUm  such  doctrine,  I  must  Jndge  for  my- 
self and  vote  npon  my  own  responubility ;  not 
upon  fiuth  in  any  functionary  whatever, 

I  cannot  but  notice  some  remarkable  incidents 
in  relation  to  this  call  for  information.  Its 
history  has  been  often  adverted  to,  bnt  it  can- 
not be  too  well  understood.  Early  in  the  ses- 
sion, the  gentleman  from  South  OaroUna  moved 
the  resolntion.    Booh  after  we  were  informed, 
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U  comiDg  from  the  Obtiniiui  of  the  Oomndttoe 
on  Foreign  Affair^  wbn  u  nnderabtod  to  be  the 
,  organ  of  the  Hodm,  baring  the  moet  direct 
oommnnication  with  the  Department  of  Bta'~ 
that  all  the  information  wonJa  be  oommonioat 
in  dae  time.  Vo  oontingencj'  was  roggested  a* 
inflaencing  the  intention  to  send  the  dooomenta. 
For  one,  I  wuted,  anxionalj  expecting  to  bear 
them  announced,  from  da^  to  daj.  It  was  not 
rappctted  that  tliis  conunnnicatioa  depended  mi 
■Df  contingenoj.  BnhseqnentJy,  we  ware  told 
bj  the  Churman  of  the  Committee  on  Fcweign 
J^aira,  that  the  infonnation  would  be  aei ' 
•oon  as  the  MiniBt«ra  to  Panama  were  wpp' 
ed,  and  monef  was  wanted  for  their  aali 
This  information  excited  mf  anrpriae.  That 
Om  great  qoestion  was  to  be  decided  npon  bj 
this  Uonae,  onder  the  veitj  limited  reatrunt  of 
a  mere  question  Ibr  ^ipropriatinK  salaries  for 
officers  who  have  been  appointed  ij  the  proper 
aothoritiea  of  tbe  GoTemmenk  It  was  not  to 
be  en»ected  Uiat  the  question  wonld  be  pre- 
Bented  in  noh  a  shape. 

It  is  prett;  urell  known  what  kind  of  kTgn- 
ment  would  then  be  need  to  aastun  the  meaa- 
nre.  We  shonld  hear  leotnrea  npon  oor  dn^ 
and  moral  obligation  to  vote  salaries  for  all  offl- 
OBTs  lawfnllj  appointed.  It  did  seem  that  the 
Honse  was  abont  to  be  drawn  into  a  anare, 
thoogh  certunly  withont  aach  intention  bj  the 
Opmmitl«e  of  Foreign  Affairs.  Their  Ohainnan, 
as  I  now  nnderetODcl,  0QI7  gave  the  information 
•a  be  had  it  frvm  the  Department  of  State. 
Althoogh  this  is  a  new  case,  and  tnemben  will 
ftol  less  of  the  obligation  to  vote  the  salarr, 
jet^  were  it  an  ordinary  exercise  of  an  ordinary 
power,  I  shonld  find  great  difficolty  in  reeisting 
that  obligation  whether  I  approved  of  the  ser- 
Tioe  or  not  The  present  case  is,  howerer,  an 
exception  to  every  other  that  can  arise.  Bnt 
to  proceed  with  the  history  of  this  measnre: 
Ve  saddenlj  foond  the  whole  mattar  taking  a 
new  direction.  The  Department  ot  State  had 
told  ns,  through  onr  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  that  the  oommnnioation 
wonld  be  made  only  when  the  appropriation 
was  wanted.  Kow  a  very  eingnlar  change  of 
position  is  exhibited ;  many,  if  not  all  of  those 
acting  with  the  Administration,  determine  not 
to  make  their  issne  on  the  qaestion  of  appro- 
priation, but  become  nrgent  for  the  information, 
in  order  to  dlscnss  the  abstract  ptopodticm  be- 
fore the  Ministers  are  appointed.  Whether  the 
members  then  acting,  have  changed  their  minds, 
or  the  Department  of  State  has  changed  its  pur- 
pose, I  cannot  say ;  one  or  the  other  has  under- 
gone a  very  singnlar  change,  and  thev  may 
choose  either  horn  of  the  dilemma.  If  toe  I>e- 
partment  of  State  still  thinks  it  inexpedient  to 
make  the  commnnioation  before  the  appointment 
of  the  Ministers,  this  movement  b  certunly  a 
ooontermarch  on  that  Department ;  and,  if  the 
Department  has  changed,  withont  notice  to  the 
Ohurman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
it  leaves  him  in  a  very  singnlar  and  awkward 
predicament      In  whatever  aspect  we  view 


these  andden  changes,  they  seem  to  nqmt 
some  special  explanation;  bnt  for  mycwipv^ 
I likaOie latter morement beet;  itmttUnht 
little  how,  or  for  what  purpose,  it  wu  tetofk 
abont;  and  thoogh  late,  it  is  better  liU  Urn 
never.  Icare  not  how  niany  changes  sod  uD' 
termarchea  are  made  to  reach  this  pdnt  I 
trust  the  Honse  will  now  say,  let  ns  W  lb 
infonnation  with  as  little  reetricti(«  sa  poaiUe, 
and  then  act  upon  tbe  abstraot  jaofiiiiiM,  p 


fte  salaries.  Bnt  how  ia  it  poiritM 
can  dedde  on  the  policy  ctf  this  Minw  viM 
having  all  Uia  informatJOD  that  bdom  ti  H- 
nothing  lees  than  the  Senate  have,  or  tbe  Fna- 
dent  hlmselft  Why,  then,  inut  ipoo  tU 
double  reatriotion  upon  onr  call!    I  >itk  » 


gentlei 


lUeman  frvm  New  York  (Mr.  Wood]  nb< 
■  Jl  this  House  be  restrained  from  «q«»«( 
itB,;%sIm^  on  this  great  questiont  Iflheitt- 
tleman  bad  substituted  ,;ii<to»<nt  fiv/nlnn 
I  would  have  agreed  with  hinu  It  ii  w 
feeling  which  onght  to  goveni  the  EcoM  > 
snoh  questions,  but  an  enli^tened  MomiIi 
seeking  to  advance  the  ha^iineea  tu  ww, 
and  the  safety  of  onr  country;  sndiaoi*''* 
enlighten  onr  Judgment,  we  want  all  the  M 
and,  also  to  know  what  are  the  intontifflnof  * 
Executive  in  relation  to  the  Hisran.  it  ■" 
been  a  long  practice  of  the  House  to  ii|«l ' 
qualifying  danse  in  calls  npon  the  Prewwj 
bnt  for  this  I  wonld,  so  &r  as  my  tote  »i«». 
go,  have  aeked  for  tita  whole,  without  bnn- 
tion  of  any  kind.  Shall  we  go  home  W.»f 
constituents,  eaA  tell  them  that  we  vottd  n* 
oat  aU  the  knowledge  within  onr  rsidil  BR 
may  wdl  ask  us,  ■Why  did  you  not  «aU  »  »' 
And  we  should  reply,  with  an  ill  g™"-**.^ 
voted  because  the  Prerident  reoommeM""* 
measure;  be  knew  all  about  it:  but  we  wo™ 
it  uncourteons  to  press  him  to  tell  us.  lf«** 
Ultimate  that  we  had  Bomecurioatytota" 
litUe ;  but  we  told  him  to  beware  ho»  be  P» 
monioated  too  frwely.  We  could  not  k*ef  »  ^ 
oret;  we  had  made  np  ourminda  tovol**"' 
had  wished,  and  we  only  meant  to  «" /W^ 
anoos  by  making  a  call  upon  him.  ^"?^XU 
we  the  Representatives  of  the  peopM,  m 
branch  of  Oongreae,  had  agreed  to  ba»oit» 
mere  registering  aasOTnbly  for  ExecnQveMi* 
Saeh  would  be  onr  podtion;  bnt  I  tro*  "  "" 
)t  oome  to  this ;  that  no  doctrine  of  «»>w?^ 
.  public  functionaries  will  ever  be  e«^ 
such  lengths  in  this  Government  It  »^ 
however,  ft^m  the  debate,  that  f^Jf^jTZ 
have  made  up  their  minds  to  send  MuuM*^ 
Panwna.  We,  surely,  need  not  '^^^'f^JL 
guments  to  these,  to  let  ns  have  ui»™*r 
who  have  it  not.  It  is  to  be  P"™***^ 
are  fully  informed  as  to  a«  the  hcts  r>W^ 
to  a  judgment.  But  one  thing  adw,  "^ 
most  either  hare  informatitn  whiett  w  »■ 
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not  McesB  to,  or  hvn  decided  withont  knowl- 
edge, onlefls,  indeed,  Uiej  posgess  some  intnitiTe 
faonltj ;  bnt,  in  either  oue,  will  the;  refuse  our 
request  to  be  placed  on  eqnid  terms  with  them  t 
Ch^  claim  must  appeal  to  their  candor  with 
BtroDger  force. 

I  a^  is  it  Mr  or  generous  for  them  to  ez- 
dnde  ns  from  the  opportonil^  of  arriving  at 
the  same  oondosions  tnej'  have  done? 

But  it  has  been  obserred  that  there  Is  Roioe- 
thing  peculiar  In  the  time  for  presdng  tbis 
restricted  osll.  It  has  been  conjectured,  aod 
Bome  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  gentle- 
men in  the  course  of  this  debate  go  to  jostifj 
the  belief  that  the  singular  ohange  of  podtion 
already  adverted  to,  and  tbe  movement  upon 
tlieee  resolutions  at  tbe  particular  Juncture, 
-was  intended  to  act  npon  the  feAvngi  of  the 
people  and  of  this  House,  and  react  upon  an- 
other bronoh  of  the  Government,  and  cause  it 
to  "  do  quickly,"  what  some  gentlemen  suppose 
"  veU  done  if  it  were  done."  Bome  politicians 
have  supposed  that  the  people  feel  first,  and 
reflect  arterwaids ;  and  if  this  were  true,  the 
time  chosen  for  agitating  this  question,  was 
veil  choeen  for  its  porpose;  there  migbt  be 
time  enough  to  excite  yeeUngi,  but  none  for 
deliberate  r^fleetian.  But  there  is  no  greater 
jniat^e  than  this,  as  to  tbe  people  of  this 
natdOD.  In  every  thing  affecting  their  interest^ 
and  thcae  of  the  nation,  they  /eel,  it  is  true, 
bnt  with  on  acmnen  bordering  on  the  unerring 
oert^ty  of  instinot  iteetf.  I  have,  therefore, 
no  fear  of  the  inflnenoe  of  declamation  on  their 
Judgment  {  their  good  sense  is  beyond  tbe 
reach  of  its  power.  I  do  not  speak  without 
knowledge  on  the  ml^ieot ;  we  have  bad  aom« 
ezperience ;  I  bave  witnessed  the  most  extra- 
ordinary efforts  to  exdte  tbe  sensibilitieB  of  the 
nple,  even  on  tbe  affairs  of  Sonth  America, 
it  produced  no  snob  inflnenoe  aa  was  hoped 
and  expected.  Love  of  coimtry,  aod  a  knowl- 
edge of  their  tme  interest,  predominated; 
tbey  saw  tliese  safe,  and  thej  reoudned  oslm. 
"We  have,  also,  had  some  experience  on  another 
queri^ioDj  more  recently.  Two  saarions  past,  a 
proposition  was  made  to  counteract  the  Holy 
Alliance,  by  sending  a  miarion  to  Greece  ;  we 
had,  on  that  oocarion,  all  the  deolunatoiy  elo- 
qnenee  of  the  Hortenriua  of  the  West,  as  he 
has  been  called  in  this  debate,  aided  by  tbe 
more  argnmentatiTe  powers  of  a  gentleman 
from  the  Eaat— bnt  no  effect  prodaced,  no  rash 
feeling  excited,  either  in  tills  House,  or  elae- 
vrhere.  The  people  were  not  disposed  to  do 
any  thing  that  would,  for  a  moment.  Jeopardize 
the  safety  of  their  country.  Tbe  object,  what- 
ever it  was,  totally  f^ed ;  the  (Spring  came 
into  the  world  still-bom ;  it  was  put  aside,  not 
by  the  orators  of  the  House,  bat  by  the  middle 


tion  was  thought  to  be  a  greet  movemra^  ' 
having  an  nltenor  purpose  very  different  from 
its  apparent  one ;  and  that  it  was  rewsted  b; 
the  tiien  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  manner  that 
merited  the  thanks  of  the  country ;  bnt  now 
the  Boene  is  changed,  and  projects  and  cmsadea 
are  becoming  more  prevuent.  It  is  well  for 
us  to  conrider  whether  we  will,  under  any 
circumstances  whatever,  abandon,  for  a  mo- 
ment, the  great  policy  of  onr  coimtry,  vix: 
what  has  been  called  the  American  policy; 
that  la,  not  interfering  with  tbe  affairs  of  other 


men,  the 


men,  as  they  are 


the  last  offices,  nor  any  funeral  ceremony  , 
was  carried  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  guden, 
and  there  buried.    I  know  that  this  propod- 


of  the  bases  of  onr  strength, 
wliich  I  trust  will  never  be  undermined  bj 
any  nnwise  projects,  or  desire  of  exhibiting  a 
splendid  spectacle  to  the  world.  It  would  be 
well,  also,  to  consider,  whether,  by  sending 
Ministers  to  Fanfuna,  and  flw'tTiming  the  relv 
tion.  at  least  of  Quasi  Allies,  we  do  not,  prima 
fama,  abandon  our  nentral  ground,  and  weaken 
the  power  which  we  might  exercise  more  for 
the  interest  of  the  Booth  American  StWea,  in 
the  more  commanding  relation  of  mediators, 
whenever  any  diffloulty  should  arise  between 
them  and  otber  powers.  We  may  honestly 
differ  about  tbe  beat  means  of  advancing  the 
intereate  of  the  Boath  American  Republics,  bnt 
there  can  be  no  difference  among  us  as  to  our 
wishes  for  their  profflierity  and  happiness,  to 
the  same,  and,  if  possible,  to  a  greater  extent 
I  than  we  eqioy  these  blessings.  It  is  assuming 
too  much,  for  the  projectors  and  supporten  <U 
this  Ussion  to  Panama,  to  dum  to  be  the  ex- 
olnrive  benebctors  of  South  America.  The 
only  dlfferen(»  is  as  to  the  means  beet  ad^ited 
to  the  end;  in  eatimating  these  meana,  we 
should  oonrider  whether  the  preservation  of 
onr  own  lu^iness  and  safe^  are  not  among 
the  most  esemtiaL  WhUe  this  nation  remdna 
strong  and  firm,  it  wlQ  be  a  nnclens  to  whioli 
all  f^  Govemmenta  will  be  attracted,  and 
imbibe  lessons  of  liberty  and  peace  from  our 
example,  more  efficacious  tliaii  from  an;  offi* 
dous  in1»rmeddling  with  their  afllMrs. 

We  have  heard  many  conjectures  about  tlis 
objects  of  tbe  mission  to  Panama^  and  unless 
other  than  these  are  intended,  I  tTJJTiV  it  more 
objectionable  than  at  first  blush  it  appeared. 
We  are  to  make  oommercial  treaties.  What  I 
with  four  or  five  nations  at  once,  and  yet  no 
entangling  connection)  Oould  we  not  treat 
bettor  separately  with  each,  in  the  usual  way  t 
Bo  we  know  that  It  comes  within  the  scope  of 
their  power  to  enter  npon  such  negotiattODfl  t 
But  we  must  go  there  to  advise  them — abont 
what  t  Their  religion  I  And  is  tbis  a  fit  ob- 
ject for  a  politieal  Minister  I  We  undertake  to 
mterfere  on  matters  which,  perhaps,  of  all 
others,  are  regarded  as  the  most  sacred,  and 
improper  to  be  interfered  with  by  another 
notion.  Should  our  political  misrionaries  at- 
tem^  this,  they  might  find  a  very  different  re- 
ception from  that  which  some  are  perhaps  ex- 
pecting.   It  would  be  well  for  gentlemen  to 
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adTert  to  the  daogeroos  conaeqnenoM  of  ■!! 
order  bj  Peter  the  Great  fin-  oatdsg  off  tlie 
bevds  of  hia  piieata,  Howerw  denrable  it 
su,j  be  to  see  our  piinctptes  of  toleration 
spread  throughout  that  rtvfon,  we  must  wait 
fi>r  the  infloenoe  of  pore  rdigion,  and  the  ludit 
of  reason,  and  our  example,  to  dispel,  gradiuuly, 
that  cload  which  hangs  over  these  repnb&cs. 

I  ihonld  be  ^ad  to  be  infonned  what  atti- 
tude onr  Ministers  sre  to  iMiiniiiii  It  is  taii, 
hj  those  vho  seem  to  know,  (thoii{^  we  ean- 
not  tell  bow  they  know,)  tiutt  they  are  not  to 
be  eonsidered  as  members  of  the  Oraod  OonnciL 
"What  thent  Shall  th^  debata,  like  our  dele- 
Mtes  from  terrltwies,  but  not  Tote !  Or  will 
Uiej  occupy  the  lobbies  t  Wonld  tills  be 
beoondsg  podtdon  for  the  representatives  of  the 
first  repnblio  in  the  worlat  Or  shall  thej 
figure  behind  the  curtain,  and  make  bargains 
withtheiadiTidnaldelegabeet  Whatever  aspect 
we  can  view  the  mission  in,  onr  lUnisters  will 
make  a  -nrj  awkward  figure  there;  unless, 
indeed,  we  can  get  some  information  whiob 
shall  remove  all  these  difficulties. 

Do  we  know  what  may  be  the  fbelings  of 
tlioae  powers  who  have  not  Invited  us  to  be 
present  t  Are  we  inre  that  this  partial  invita- 
tion does  not  contain  within  it  seeds  of  serions 
Jealousy!  I  have  seen  on  artiola,  extracted 
fivm  a  South  American  paper,  indicating  on 
•nzions  ^prehension,  lest  we  might  interfere 
too  maoh  m  their  affairs.  Soppose  that  some 
of  the  States  in  this  Union  had  invited  our 
Oua  ally  to  send  a  Minister  to  Annapolis,  to 
be  present  at  our  arrangement  of  interns^ 
affrUTH,  and  the  organisation  of  onr  Federal 
aystem — what  would  the  other  State*  have 
said  1  Would  it  not  have  set  the  whole  country 
in  a  flame,  even  if  the  Minister  had  beea  the 
great  and  the  good  La&yette  t  Another  object 
of  this  OongreM,  we  are  told,  is  to  counteract 
tiie  influence  of  the  Holy  Alliance  in  Eunme. 
^kla  i>  oneof  the  most  serious  aspects  in  which 
this  question  is  |H:esented.  We  oondemn  the 
Hdy  Alliance^  as  well  on  account  of  its  orfsni- 
sation,  as  the  means  employed  to  efibot  its  ob- 
jects ;  not  only  we,  but  every  fViend  of  free- 
dom throughout  the  world,  oondemn  this  com- 
bination of  nations  to  effect  the  meet  unholy 
puiTioses,  whioh,  without  such  combinsticHi, 
ooold  not  be  effected.  Then  let  ns  conmder 
whether  our  preaenoe  among  the  nations  of 
South  America  wonld  not  so  characterise  that 
OongresB,  at  to  consecrate  the  means  employed 
by  the  Eoly  Alliance.  When  means  are  thus 
made  lawful  by  snch  a  sanction,  who  can  say 
they  will  not  be  employed  for  bad  ends  i    It  is 

gelding  half  the  orgament  with  which  the 
oly  AliioDce  is  everywhere  so  efftotn^y 
assailed,  for  ns  thns  to  consecrate  the  means 
they  employ,  by  participating  in  a  deliberation 
of  nations,  Bnt  I  have  trespassed  too  long 
on  the  patience  of  the  Honse.  I  trust  the 
amendment  will  be  adopt«d,  and  then,  I  am 
persuaded,  the  resolution  will  be  almost  unani- 
monsly  supported. 


Hr.  Bioaae  said  that  be  hoped  the  pn^oA- 
tion  to  oommit  the  restdution  wonld  not  pre- 
vail, and  asked  the  indulgence  of  tike  House, 
to  say  a  few  words.  He  would  endesror  to 
epeakj  and  confine  his  remarks  directly  to  the 
question.  This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  a  call  on  a  co- 
ordinate townon  of  the  Government  for  infor- 
mation. It  is  upon  the  Executive,  who  is 
chaiged  by  the  Mnutitntioi  with  the  muage- 
meitt  of  the  fordgn  negotiations  of  lite  cons- 
try.  It  has  been  cmifiaed  to  him,  becaiise  it 
would  hove  been  unwise  to  have  lodged  it 
bera,  at  least.  Now,  that  comity  wbicb  should 
ever  dtaraeterize  our  intercourse  with  the 
Executive^  has  settled,  loig  ago,  that  reapect- 
ftil  form  which  every  coll  for  infbmution  fnm 
that  coequal  department  has  usually  ■iiiniiiiMd 
Gentlemen  who  now  press  vpon  as  so  eanieet- 
ly  a  change  of  this  settled,  and,  owtainly,  cour- 
teous, usa^  of  the  House,  ihouUcome  prepared 
at  least  with  some  solitai7  precedent,  mmt  the 
whole  history  of  Oongrees,  to  justiiy  it.  If  no 
sneh  example  osu  be  found,  they  should  then, 
in  my  opinion,  at  least,  dearly  show  as  that 
the  preaent  is  aa  extraordinary  or  alarming 
oooadtm,  and  calls  upon  us  to  adc^  aome  un- 
common and  vigorous  measnrea  to  meet  its 
dangers,  and  that  the  call,  as  proposed  to  be 
smended,  by  the  gentieman  from  Fentiaylvania, 
(Mr.  Ikobak,)  was  indispensable,  to  enable  m 
to  discharge  onr  proper  oonstitntional  dntiea. 
Now,  sir,  what  is  really  the  case  bef<we  u^ 
which  has  eieited  so  muota  alarm — which  ia 
pressed  so  earnestly  upon  us,  as  a  crisis  of  im- 
minent danger  to  the  coimtry  I  If  we  go  boick 
bnt  a  few  steps,  and  examine  what  infbrma- 
tion  we  already  have,  we  may  perbaps  find 
that  all  these  ftndfU  dangers  are  chimericaL 
Ibe  reeohttion  now  asks  fyr  snch  information 
in  relation  to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  and  the 
olijeots  of  onr  own  Qovemment,  in  uniting  in 
its  deliberotiona,  "  m  the  ExecnUve  tbinks  nwy 
be  eafbly  and  prudoitiy  disdoeed  to  ns,  at  this 
time,"  by  that  branch  of  our  Govemment.  If 
I  have  understood  gentiemen  oorractly,  tliey 
wiiA  this  reference  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Execntive  expunged  They  see  in  this  mianoo, 
or  believe  they  see  in  it,  a  most  alarming  i»t>b- 
ability  that  we  are  thereto  beccone  parties  to  a 
oonfederatioD,  which  has  for  its  end  and  object 
reeistanoe  to  the  Holy  Alliance — on  alliance 
offbnrive  and  defenMve,  against  Spain,  or  En- 
rope,  tx  some  of  the  kings  of  Europe — that  the 
Executive  is  about  to  oompromit  the  peac*^ 
happinesB,  and  prosperity  of  om-  country,  on 
some  wild  schemes  of  interference  between 
theee  South  American  Btatee  and  ^win.  In 
short,  that  we  are  to  unite  onr  political  rela- 
tions wilb  theirs;  that  we  are  to  be  hniried 
into  a  minouB  state  of  public  war  with  Sp^n, 
or  some  other  powers  of  Enrope,  We  are,  for 
these,  among  other  minor  reasons,  urged  to 
make  an  unlimited  coll  for  oil  the  ioformatimt 
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tond«  eT«i7  diplomatio  arrangement  of  the 
eoimtry.  Unfortimatelj  for  the  oondaaioii 
wMob  genUemeD  have  drawn  from  these  im- 
aginarf  sooroea  of  alarm,  the  Executive  bos 
a&eady  plairdj  infonned  na  and  the  omintfy, 
in  hie  meesBse  at  the  cammenoeiueat  of  the 
seedoD,  that  the  TTnlted  Statea  will  not  become 
a  party  in  any  deliberatioDS  or  meaanres  at  the 
OoDgrees  of  Panama,  which  may  oompromit 
our  nentnility. 

If  thiti  be  BO,  we  may  at  once  ^smiaa  our 
fears,  and,  with  them,  nearly  all  the  armaments 
w«  have  heard,  onleaa  we  are  [irepared  to  go 
a  step  Author,  and  deny  Out  thU  Inibrmation 
ia  Ratia&otory:  for  we  can  learn  no  more  than 
fhia,  after  all  which  we  aoqnlre  in  the  end  by 
any  reaolatjon.  It  mnst  come  from  the  £zecii- 
tive  at  last ;  and  if  we  cannot  rely  on  this  dec- 
laration, thos  eolemnlj  made  t«  qb  and  the 
world,  will  gentlemen  profess  any  greater  faith 
in  any  thing  which  he  may  eend  to  na,  in 
answer  to  a  call  ttota  the  House  I  It  does  ap- 
pear to  me,  sir,  that,  ttnlew  we  disbelieve  the 
Freaident  on  his  word,  we  oac  have  nothing 
more  satisfaotory.  Bis  object  is  here  explicit- 
ly declared,  and  volantanly  placed  before  ns, 
on  the  very  point  which  we  Be^n  to  desire, 
Willi  the  moat  anxiety,  to  be  satisfied  about. 
I  am  not  disposed,  ur,  to  deny  that  a  state  of 
things  may,  by  possibility,  occur,  in  tfte  history 
of  the  country,  in  which  this  House  may  not 
'a  demanding  informadon;  butit 


occasion,  that  there  is  nothing  now  before  os, 
and  nothing  in  the  attitode  of  the  sul^ect,  or 
as  oonneotad  with  it,  which  should  at  all  dis- 
compose our  mindi,  or  distarb  our  tranquilli^ 
offeelin^.  The  country  will  hardly  be  exposed 
to  any  disquietude,  nor  need  we  be,  after  this 
very  explicit  assurance  of  the  President 


derfdl  mysteriee  of  this  Oongress,  so  far  as  it  is 
proposed  that  we  shall  be  concerned  in  its  de- 
Jibwalionsl  If  it  is  neither  of  war,  nor  al- 
liance, nor  interfbienoe  with  other  powers,  it 
mnst  neoesearily  relate  chiefly  to  commercial 
arrangemmte ;  and  if  we  wiU  but  look  a  little 
aft«r  the  great  interests  which  our  otanmerce 
and  narigatarai  hare  in  the  aubjeots  so  lilcely 
to  oome  bdbre  that  Congress,  we  may,  per- 
haps, find  that  its  deliberadons  are  worth  the 
attention  of  our  own  OoTemment,  and  be  able 
to  allay  in  our  minds  all  the  oanselesB  alarms 
which  have  been  spread  ont  in  this  debate.  If 
we  are  sa^Bfled  on  theae  points,  ore  there  any 
of  D^  then,  who  can  regard  this  quee^n  as 
difierent  from  a  call  for  information  on  any 
other  commercial  negotdation  about  to  be  insti- 
tuted! It  would,  in  my  opinii^  be  extremely 
unwise  to  call  for  an  absolute  development  of 
all  the  objects  which  we  may  have  ia  view  at 
that  Congress.  'So  prudent  GoveramentocKild 
wish  to  have  them  disolosed  to  the  wtnld; 
And  aa  our  Uiniaters  oanhot,  from  tJie  to^ 


nature  of  thtir  powers  tmder  tlie  oonstitutlou, 
bind  us  to  any  thing  whatever,  even  in  com- 
mercial arrangements,  we  have  a  foil  Becnrity, 
in  the  supervisory  power  which  both  the 
Executive  and  the  Senate  Bnbseqnently  exer- 
cise over  all  their  acts,  that  there  cannot  be  Qua 
remotest  danger  in  the  misdon.  We  may,  at 
least,  feel  some  assurance  that  both  Uiese 
branohes  of  the  Qovemment  will  not  U^tly 
compromit  the  advantages  of  our  neutrality, 
or  expoee  us  to  any  very  imminent  dangers 
whatever.  If  the  Executive  were  even  dis- 
posed to  hazard  any  thing,  another  branch  of 
the  treaty-making  power  still  holds  them  in 
obeok ;  and  after  all,  onr  own  co-operation 
may  be  called  for  to  execute  the  measures 
which  may  grow  ont  of  any  treaties  to  be 
made  at  that  Congress.  But  I  will  not  enter 
into  this  branch  of  the  anbiect,  lest  I  may  be 
considered  as  digreesiug  ffom  the  qnestion. 
It  is  only  pertinent  to  the  debate,  to  show  how 
unnecessarily  alarms  may  be  excited,  and  how 
oanselees  these  alarms  may  prove  to  be.  We 
must  oome  to  the  coudndon  thns  early  on  this 
anlgeot,  that  we  cannot  tmat  the  Executive  at 
all  in  the  ordinary  exorcise  of  his  oonstitn- 
tional  duties,  or  we  must  take  his  declaration 
in  the  message  as  satisfactory.  Whether  he 
has  or  has  not  nominated  to  the  Senate  Minis- 
tera  for  this  mission,  we  know  not,  nor  is  it 
necessary  for  us  to  know.  Of  as  little  im^r- 
tanoe  is  it  to  tis  to  know,  on  this  question, 
whether,  if  he  haa,  the  nominations  are  con- 
firmed or  noL    We  may  have  a  plun  duty  to 


trust  will  not,  at  this  time^  take  into  our  ctm- 
aideration  any  thing  not  directly  before  the 
House;  and  when  the  time  shall  oome  that  a 
proportion  shall  be  preeented  to  ns  for  an  q>- 

Sropriation  for  this  mission,  we  have  only  to 
0  onr  duty,  and  to  take  upon  ourselves  our 
own  responubilitiee,  regardless  of  the  views 
which  others  may  entertain  of  it  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Hum/nn  said,  that  he  wonld  abst^ 
he  hoped,  from  indulging  in  any  discusuon  aa 
to  the  gfflieral  merits  of  the  purposed  misnon 
to  Panama:  for  be  humbly  conceived  that  thoee 
gentlemen  who  had  g^ven  so  wide  a  range  to 
the  debate,  had  violated  the  propriety  of  debate, 
if  they  had  not  the  roles  of  Parliamentary 
order,  file  wonld,  therefore,  endeavor  so  to 
confine  himself  to  the  snbieot  matter  before  the 
Honse,  as  not  to  fornisn  his  poor  example 
valnelees  aa  it  was,  as  a  refutation  of  his  own 
doctrine. 

Indeed,  be  propoaed  merely  to  say  a  word  or 
two  to  the  gentleman  £nau  New  York,.  (Ur. 
Sioana,)  who  owtainly  had  evinced  a  most  ex- 
traordinaiy  and  inatinotive  confidence  in  an- 
tbority.  This  gentleman  haa  given  ns  a  new 
reading  to  the  maxim  of  tbe  British  Constitu- 
tion, "that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong;"  and 
has  pu^ed  tills  doctrine  even  beyond  the  limi- 
tatjtm  wbioh  it  ia  safe  to  urge  it  in  England: 
for  I  infer  from  wlut  he  sofi,  that  he  sot  only 
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bdi«T«a  13»  Preddent  ou  do  no  vnmg,  but ' 
his  Osbinet  ootuuellors  also.  It  seems,  becauM 
the  Preudont  fwith  these  his  ohosen  adviser*) 
has  said  that  the  iavitatioD  to  Join  in  the  de- 
liberationa  at  Panama  has  been  aooepted,  in 
sach  a  way  as  not  to  aSbct  the  neatral  relations  of 
the  oonntrj,  we  are  boond  to  take  this  as  a  mat- 
ter of  impUcit  nninqiiiring  Aith,  and  to  be  utis- 
fled  it  is  so,  because  the  f^esident  baa  so  aaaared 
as.  This  wa&  indeedjeiTing  to  tbia  distinguished 
personage,  said  Mr.  ET,  an  in&llibilitj  which  it 
does  not  etiit,  at  least  mj  loyalty,  to  impnte. 

For  mj  part,  I  wish  to  see  QiJe  aathoiit^  on 
which  the  Prwdent  has  made  tliit  a»ertioQ; 
In  what  way  onr  neutrality  has  been  goanoteed, 
and  bf  what  nioely  a^nited  oonmTaooe  oi 
diplomada  ingKinitj  he  baa  made  that  neutivl 
which  bears  on  ite  front  a  flagrant  riolation  of 
our  paoifio  relations.  The  assertion  of  the 
Freudent  might  V  oonsoling  enough  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  bnt  I  oimfese  I 
■honid  like  to  dedaoe  this  secnritj  for  m^ 
ooontTT',  from  the  fiutts  inddent  to  the  ioTita- 
tion,  from  the  dooomenta  and  oorreepondenoe 
between  the  Sonth  American  Eepnblios  and 
ODT  own  Government,  and,  if  poedble,  fkim  the 

Kwera  which  may  he  pven  to  onr  Ministen. 
this  view,  how  exceedingly  pertinent  is  the 
amendment  of  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania. 
Its  peonliar  fitness  and  proprie^  must  be  ao- 
knowledged  by  all,  except  uioae  who  are  will- 
ing to  accept  a  modionm,  at  bee^  and  to  take 
all  the  rest  apon  tnut. 

Bat  the  gentleman  ttom  New  York  obviooa- 
]y  entertains  the  opinicui,  that,  althonsh  the 

Erimarj  and  leading  ol^eot  of  tbe  Ooognk  mar 
e  to  deliberate  on  tbe  moat  eflbotoal  meaoa  <a 
annoying  Old  Spain,  we  can,  neverthelesa,  par- 
Uoipata  in  these  most  pam^/io  deliberatdoni  with 
perfect  safetj — if  we  only  make  a  timely  pro- 
test of  onr  nentrality  I  Be  seems  to  have  tor- 
gotten,  with  all  his  knowledge  of  the  sessions, 
Sie  penalty  of  those  who  unwittingly  keep 
riotous  and  bad  company.  I  will  proponnd  a 
case  for  the  profeasional  oonaderation  of  the 

Gntlemau.  Snppoee,  in  the  village  in  which 
lives,  tbere  stioold  ooonr  one  of  those  things 
which,  is  my  oonntry,  we  technically  call  a 
roie,  in  which  divers  breaches  of  the  peaoe 
Bhoold  be  made,  some  hard  blows  given,  and 
some  blood  iipilL  I^  In  the  midst  of  this  sffiay, 
one  of  the  gentleman's  clients  ahonld  oome  np, 
and  ask  him  for  a  leoal  opinion,  "  whether  he 
ooold,  with  safety,  take  part  in  these  delibera- 
tions ("  Would  the  gentleman  reply— "yes, 
with  perfect  safety,  provided  when  yon  get 
fairly  mto  the  thickeat  of  the  a&ay,  yon  liit  np 


York  is  too  sagadons  to  give  snoh  oonnseL 
He  would  tdl  him  to  "  take  himaelf  home,  and 
mind  his  business,  if  he  loved  peace  and  whole 
bones;  that  a  man  cangbt  in  the  fact  of  cabal- 
ling and  confederating  among  riotws,  most  take 
the  belaboiing  a  court  of  justtoe  is  apt,  in  these 
oasea,  to  decree." 


Whether  the  deelaiedol^eota  of  the  Oengma 
^  the  event  of  onr  partic«Mtion)  did  not  pot 
01  In  the  penal  ooudUiMt  of^thoae  who  Mioeiata, 
after  ftill  Knowledge^  with  rioters,  was  k  ftaat 
altogether  ande  from  his  present  pnrpoee  to 
diacMS,  although,  he  apprehended,  if  soch  wn 
his  object,  the  oonveutioiiB  and  State  pafxn  of 
the  parties  would  bear  him  ont,  not  &  litue  w:^f, 
in  dednoing  snch  a  conclusion. 

For  my  part,  SMd  Mr.  H^  1  frankly  cao&m 
that  I  wish  to  see.  i^  by  lending  our  oonntA- 
nanoe  to  a  Holy  Allismoe  m  this  side  of  the 
water,  we  are  to  b«  put  on  worse  terms  with 
the  Holy  Alliance  on  the  other;  as  it  happeaed 
that  some  of  the  memben  of  the  latter  owe  na 
monev.  Oar  merohants  have  daima  upon  tbem. 
I  wisa  to  aaoertain  whether  this  Tolnntew,  in 
behalf  cd  South  America,  will  ooax    fnnoo 


tend  to  ahow  how  one  Holy  Allianoe  is  to  b« 
arrayed  against  the  other, 

kfr.  Webbtkb  tlien  rose.  The  honorable  gcor 
tlemaa  from  Pennsylvania  has  said,  that  the 
present  call  on  the  President  for  the  cone- 
spondeoce  in  rdation  to  Uie  Oongreae  at  Pana- 
ma, reminds  him  strongly  oS  a  resolntion  I  once 
had  the  honor  to  submit  to  this  Eonse.  Thai 
case  and  thi^  aie^  tn  that  gentleman's  aober, 
dose  anttenaeioua  Judgment,  vary  closely  ooo- 
neoted.  The  gcatlttnan  saya,  that  my  ree<dB- 
tion  "was8tiU>bom;  that  it  had  no  fiinaral,  bo 
nndertaker  ;  and  that  it  was  carried  ont  and 
bnried  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden,"  Bnt,  air, 
so  fkr  as  I  leooUeot,  we  had  not  the  [deasare, 
at  that  time,  of  hearing  from  the  booonble 
MDtleman.  The  geoUemaa  himsdf  seemed 
uien  to  be  as  still  aa  if  he  himself  was  dead  and 
laid  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden;  and  ever 
since  the  gentleman  has  been  as  much  nndar  a 
clod  as  my  reaolntion  itaeU 

As  \o  the  gentleman  from  Bonth  Osndina, 
who  has  Just  taken  his  seat,  he  embarrasses  me 
exceedingly,  as  I  always  am  embarraaaed  'riken 
I  have  to  deode  betwera  two  opposite  ^rvfoA- 
tions  of  one  and  the  same  genOeman.  Sr,  the 
very  danae  fffopoaed  to  be  elriokea  ont,  waa  In 
the  gentleman's  own  ^"opoeition,  aa  he  preaent- 
ed  it  himself  to  the  House.  In  now  inserting 
it,  I  am  but  the  humble  imitator  of  that  gentle- 
man :  be  put  these  words  in  his  reaolntion,  and, 
through  all  the  prooessee  of  repudiation  or 
adoption,  or  both,  I  have  never  heard  till  now 
that  he  thinks  tiiem  wrong.  The  honoraUe 
gentleman  must  pardon  me,  therefore,  At,  if  I 
take  the  hberty  c^  thinking  that  his  fint  <^in> 
ion  waa  ri^t ;  nor  can  he  take  it  as  hard  that 
the  Honsa  shonld  be  in  U.t(x  of  his  own  propo- 
sition, and  against  the  amendment.  Thegroiuid 
on  which  the  words  In  qneation  were,  and  stil] 
oo^t  to  be  inserted,  if^  that  snoh  is  the  onb- 
aary,  and,  I  believe,  the  mvariablepraotioe 


ntive,  if  we  send  this  rescdation  to  a  select 
omniuittee,  with  imtnutioiia  to  strike  o«t  the 
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bnM  whioh  leavea  it  to  bis  dbvellon  to  Jndge 
low  mooh  of  the  orarcipODdeDoe  niav  be  com- 
Diuiio«t«d  without  datrimuit  to  the  pablio 
jood.  Bir,  do  we  donbtt  Do  gentlemen  tin- 
mreif  foel  an;  doabt,  ftnd  do  tbe;  wish  pnb- 
klv  to  ezpresa  out  doubt,  tbat  Ihe  Preaident 
rill  deal  &irlj  witA  tu  T  If  oentlemen  do  not 
viih  thisi  the  worda  of  the  eLanae  are  onqnea- 
iauMr  proper,  and  oo^  to  be  iaaerted. 

ICr.  Oooc  Mid,  it  etnick  him,  that  the  honor- 
ible  guitlemaa  tma  PennvlTanla,  in  intuilt- 
ing  this  motim,  did  not  peroelve,  what  he 
hoDght  mnat  be  moit  ^tporcnt,  tliat  ft  wonld 
lefoat  that  part  of  the  retolntion  which  that 


if  tbe  first  part  of  the  reaolnlicra  ia,  thi^  the 
President  of  the  United  B^m  ihall  otxninniil- 
late  to  na  sooh  oorreqtondenoe  between  this 
Joremmant  and  Om  GoTemmenta  of  Bonth 
bnerioa,  tonehing  the  objjeota  and  dealgna  of 
hat  Oongreaa,  u  wiH  not  be  ineetuitlMt  with 
lie  pnblio  good  to  'eommimtnte.  And  wl» 
lad  we  adored  aa;  diaoretionan  danee  In  thia 
«rt  of  the  reaolntlont  First,  bemnM  It  wu 
he  naoal  mode,  and  beetaae  the  Oooares  of 


Kter,  look  on  the  Preddeal 

he  people  itf  the  Union,  faavlag  the 


xunataaoeB  proper  fiw  na  to  hsve,  and  whieh  it 
1  not  Inoonaistant  with  the  pablie  welbre  to 
DHnmnnioate.  And,  aeeondly,  it  la  precUoated 
R  Ihe  lappMition  that  the  Fiedd«>t  will  do 
d>  dn^,  we  eaU  for  infiamatiui  aa  to  the 
tttjecta  and  vlewa  trf  thia  Oaagnm  at  Panama, 
Btd  teave  it  to  the  Preridcnt  to  exeieiae  hie 
UaoretioiL  in  withholding  from  the  pnbBo  snoh 
«itB  ot  the  correqxMideitoe  ai  bad  peated  be- 
ween  him  and  thoae  Goranmenta,  wUch 
anld  not,  in  Jnatioe  to  fboae  BepoUIoa,  be 
nbliahed;  they  did  not  anppoae,  when  ther 
lorreapoaded  with  na  as  meoda,  and  pUoed 
nnfidenoe  in  na,  that  we  wonld  betrar  ai^  of 
heir  aeorela  entnuted  to  onr  keeping,  b;  pob- 
iihing  any  thing  that  it  wm  improper  for  tbe 
rorld  to  aea.  On  thia  second  gronnd,  Hr.  0. 
1^  the  discretionarj  ctanae  in  the  TMolotimi 
But  be  based.  What  wonld  be  the  eflbot  of 
apongios  that  part  of  the  res(rfntion  whiiA 
•as  soDgbt  to  be  ezpooged  bv  the  genttanan 
btm  Pennsjlyai^  t  It  wonld  land  to  dapiiTe 
in  Ezecntive  ot  the  axovke  at  this  aonnd  and 
w^holeaome  disoretkm,  fd  withholding  from  the 
rabUo  nioh  pordona  <tf  the  ot()eala  onr  UnirterB 
>re  to  be  instracted  to  aooompllali,  as  wonld 
ut  be  proper  to  be  oommnuioMed,  and  whiofa 
t  woold  be  doing  an  lojiutioe  to  thoae  Govem- 
nents  to  pnbliah :  for,  after  we  had  been  ftir- 
dahed  with  all  the  Informa^on  tooabing  this 
mbject,  in  giving  the  information  songhtfor  by 
She  iMiiorable  gentleman,  if  there  was  tnj  thtng 
io  relation  to  those  Goremmenta  which  oogbt 
not  to  be  pnbiiahed,  the  Prendent  most,  neoee- 
wilj,  if  he  felt  bound  hj  the  resolntum,  dls- 


doee  it  to  na,  B;  this  proposed  amendment, 
we  sa7  in  one  breath  ;'od  may  save  the  secrets 
of  these  Governments ;  and  in  the  next  breath 


if  anr  part  shonld  be  eipnngod,  the  whole 
■honld  H  expnnged ;  they  were  so  doeel;  con- 
nected, it  was  impossible  to  separate  them. 

Bat,  Mr.  0.  aaid,  this  was  a  new  featoie  in 
this  reaolntion,  as  was  said  bv  the  gentlemen 
from  Mawaobngetts  and  New  York.  It  implied 
a  wut  of  llie  nanal  confldeooe  which  the  peo- 
ple and  the  G<»igTeas  <tf  tbe  United  States  have 
alwajs  placed  in  the  Ezeontive  of  this  conntcj. 
It  impUM  a  belief  that  be  will  not  do  Justice  to 
this  Hoose,  or  in  good  fUth  discitarge  his  dntf. 
Was  there  taj  Uting,  Hr.  a  asked,  in  tbe 
nature  of  things  in  the  dtnstion  of  that  ofBoer, 
or  In  the  dilution  of  the  oonntry,  to  Jnadfy 
snob  an  appreibennont  Was  there  any  thing 
in  the  dtoation  <rfthat  offl<»r,  either  personally 
(a-  In  relation  to  the  people  of  this  ooontry, 
that  would  Jnstifr  itt  He  thooght  there  was 
not  What  Is  it  that  he  has  informed  nat  That 
he  hat  aooepted  an  inyitatiim— not  that  be  I> 
di^Kised  to  fmaa  into  this  Gongrees — bnt  be 
has  accepted  a  frinidlj  invitation  for  the  ap- 
ptrintment  ot  Ministers  to  Join  it,  and  in  doe 
time  be  wonld  call  on  this  Hoose  to  give  its 
aid;  and  it  waa  moet  probable,  it  woa  reBsi»- 
able  and  Just  to  believe,  that,  when  the  Presi- 
dent asks  na  to  famish  him  this  anxiliaij  ^d, 
to  carry  hie  design  into  ezecotion,  he  wonld 
fbmiah  na  with  all  the  information  which  he 
mla^t  deem  neotiiary  to  do  jnstioe  to  the  aab- 
JeML  He  bdievea  that  the  appointment  of 
these  lOntsters  wiH  have  a  sslntarj  effect  on 
tbe  pnbbe  intwcats  ot  this  ooontr; ;  and,  in 
aooanidiahing  that  pnrpoee,  he  knows  that  fae 
mutt  hare  the  aid  of  this  Honae,  and  he  will 
ftuniah  with  aU  Ae  U^t,  with  all  the  infonna- 
timi,  that  he  thinks  neoeasarjr  to  guide  na  to  a 
jDst  deddon  on  the  snUecL  Sboold  we  not  be 
satisfled,  wa  may  withhold  the  appropriation: 
for  the  constitotion  has  placed  this  defeating 
power  with  the  lU^resentatiTea  of  tbe  peo- 
[de. 

There  ww  nothing.  Hi.  0.  aaid,  to  Jnal^ 
the  opinion  that  any  bad  faith  waa  Intended ; 
yet  tUa  prratodtion  itself  implied  a  belief  that 
the  EzeontlTe  intended  to  act  with  bad  Mth 
towards  na.  When  this  proposiUon  was  first 
made,  we  were  informed  that  this  information 
wonld  be  ftamlAed  in  dne  season— and  what 
was  Ita  Elation  thent  Tbe  Eseontive,  con- 
ceding to  the  invitaticHi,  proposed  to  nominato 
to  the  BMiato  UiniBten  to  tiiis  Congress.  It 
appeared  ft«m  his  meaaage^  that,  paving  made 
np  hte  mind  m  the  inUeet,  he  intended  to 
make  a  speedy  nondnaoon,  and  the  aobjeot- 
mattv  may  be  depending  iMfore  the  Senato; 
and,  if  this  is  the  Daot,  it  might  be  the  reason 
of  his  not  sending  a  message  to  this  Hoose. 
But  we  are  UM  we  are  to  be  called  on  to  act 
on  this  aattjeat.  The  aeason  ia  advancing,  and 
gentlemMi  aay,  on  all  ridea,  tliis  ia  a  very  in- 
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forttat  mbject ;  bat  wa  don't  wiah  to  nUy  here 
till  JsDiury  oext,  to  dedde  thia  qneMion  j  we 
want  infonnation  on  whioh  to  act. 

Ur.  0.  said  be  bnd  reasoii  to  entertain  the 
expectation  that  this  oommnnication  wonld  be 
made  Tolnutarilf,  in  doe  seewn,  b;  the  Fren- 
dent;  and  jet  Uiere  migbE  now  be  dronm- 
Btanoea,  whioh,  in  the  eierdee  of  that  oomi^ 
whinb  ought  slwajs  to  lobeist  iMtwem  him  and 
the  other  branch  of  the  Ezeentirft,  would  for- 
bid it;  and  jet  those  oircnmatanoe*  niigbt  not 
be,  aa  he  thought  they  were  not,  entitled^ to  aaj 
weight  bere.  We  have  toaet,  and  are  entlUea, 
when  we  desire  it,  to  iaformalJoiL    ^le  gen- 


HouM,  to  show  that  there  was  an 
operate  on  the  pnblio  feeling,  had  thonght 
prtfier  to  refer  to  a  anl^eot  of  a  former  date. 
Mr.  0.  remarked,  on  that  snbject,  that  he  was 
not  aware  tliat  it  was  intended,  as  tiie  gentle- 
man bad  intim^ed,  to  have  some  operation  on 
MMne  grut  politiosl  movement.  I  know  of  no 
noh  design,  a^d  Mr,  0.,  bnt  perhaps  the  gen- 
tleman is  more  fortanste  than  I  am;  jet  I 
ought  to  Im  supposed  to  understand  the  motive 
of  the  propositioQ,  seeing  that  I  advocated  it 
I  was  not  governed  bv  anj  oonnderalion  of  that 
■ort.  I  was  governed  bj  in^  conviotionB,  fbond- 
ed  on  Booh  inftirmatioD  as  I  hod,  that  tbe  meaa- 
nee  was  a  proper  one,  and  that  we  were  doing 
in  that  instauoe  nothing  more  than  bad  been 
done  to  the  Governments  of  the  8oath  at  a  for- 
mer period.  If  I  wa*  in  error,  it  was  an  errw 
of  jnagment  and  not  of  intention. 

In  relation  to  all  this  matter,  touching  the  ef- 
fect it  was  to  have  on  the  Holj  Allianoe,  and 
on  the  interests  and  peaoe  of  this  eonntrj,  which 
had  been  so  mnch  dwelt  npon  in  thia  debate^  on 
a  mere  call  fijr  Information,  Ur.  0.  sud  be 
■honld  not  ventare  to  form  any  ojunlon  till  be 
was  In  poeseesion  of  the  neoeasarj  ioformation 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  Congress,  and  the  ob- 
jects to  be  attained  by  sending  our  Ujnlsters 
there ;  then  he  wonld  carefolij  examine  die 
subject,  as  one  determined  to  act  rigbtftiDj,  and 
If  he  loaDd  that  anj  pernicious  effects  were 
likely  to  result,  then  he  ahonld  vote  against 
making  anj  appropriation.  Let  them  have  the 
information,  and  then  thej  ahonld  proceed  to 
deliberate  on  the  subject  feirlj  and  cslmlj,  and 
free  from  anj  other  feelings  than  thoee  which 
Infiaenced  men  devoted  to  the  intereeta  of  their 
oountrj.  He  thonght  it  waa  not  entirelj  wise 
to  make  up  an  opinion  in  the  dork;  it  looked 
like  pr^ndging  the  matter;  and  after  gentle- 
men had  expressed  opinions  on  the  main  qnes- 
tion,  either  one  way  or  the  other,  they  were  not 
likely  to  be  BO  open  to  tJie  infiaance  of  reason  aa 
if  thej  remained  free  and  uncommitted.  He 
thought  it  waa  due  to  the  subject,  and  emi- 
nentlj  doe  tothcmeelves,  tiiat  the  j  ahonld,  when 
all  the  faeta  were  before  tliem,  be  free  and  un- 
prejudiced on  the  snttjeat  To  be  so  waa  indis- 
pensable, in  order  to  arrive  at  a  jnst  oonoluuon 
on  the  subject. 


Ur.  SPKawrx  mU  he  did  not  riw  toAew 
tbe  snl^eot  of  the  Panama  minoD,  rader  t» 
present  moti<at,  bat  beoanss  the  qneitico  Ixfin 
the  House  pressited  itself  to  hia  mind  is  itt 
fereut  view  from  that  wbidi  other  gcDtlm 
bad  taken  irf  it  Hie  aentleoiao  turn  PmuqI- 
vania,  (Mr.  braauij  ute  mover  of  tbs  iMh 
meat,  has  told  -us  that  the  qneation  ii^  *  9d 
webavemcraor  keainfonutiont"  liitnt 
Vbj  do  we  repMwf  the  Presideiit,  isetdd  of 
direoting  or  commanding  bint  bitiMtk 
eaose  we  have  no  ti^  to  oommsiid  him;  1» 
eanae  helsaa  indap«ndant  in  his  i^Mrenw 
areinonral  He  is  bound  to  eiecata  Im  Iq^ 
tmot  inthe  manner  which,  in  bniaober  indgnes^ 
shall  beat  cottdnoe  to  the  iBtwests  <rf  uw  DiSm 
Snppoae,  thso,  wa  request  the  Preaden^  is  At 
moat  nnqnalined  terms,  to  send  m  sll  tbt  a- 
formation ;  and  he,  with  the  whole  befbn  lia 
shall  firmly  believe  that  to  disdose  it,  vobh 
be  of  esseotisl  iignry  to  the  public  iutotrt^  <r 
violate  oar  £iith  to  foivign  natioDs— ironld  k 
not  i>e  botuid,  in  the  disdiarge  ot  his  dot;,  to 
withhold  itt  I^  then,  the  Pl^deatshlUp(^ 
form  bia  dntj,  and  I  Snnij  believe  that  h*  «i^ 
oonaNentionalv  and  Indepesidently,  tfasMMia- 
formation  wilf  be  commonioated,  wtHtbcrlla 
qnali^ing olanse  shall  be  striokeo  out  arMi 
The  extent  of  infonnation  to  be  obtuntddui 
not  dmend  np<m  tbe  twms  of  tbe  imUM- 
Still  I  do  not  oooskler  the  ^uaaeolog;  imIU 
of  form  only;  and  If  it  did  appear  tobea^d 
wonld  not  M  wise  vnueoessarily  to  dtfsrt  fm 


tbe  estaUishad  forms  of  offiual  iDiaraoona 
Snch  a  deliberate  derartur^  at  ^is  timt^  n^ 
iDdloate  something— 4  need  not  asy  wUl  1 
apprehend  that  tbe  clause  now  propMei  f>^ 
stricken  out,  was  originally  adopted  ij  C* 
members  of  tbe  House,  not  wily  became  it  f 
reapectAd  to  the  Ohief  UagMrate,  bat, «!».'« 
ofremeettotbemoelTeo.  They  ware  nsiiawj 
tomakeanimpK^Mrregnest  Ihej  inwH  m 
euttJMt  themsdvea  to  the  imputation  et  wni 
the  President  to  do  that  which  it  m^  » ■"* 
dnty  to  reflise;  th<n^  therefore^  lued  awl"^ 

Kage  aareatrioted  the  request  wiUiIa  iticnp" 
lits,  and  left  to  tbe  Eieontive  the  &»«">' 
dse  of  his  legitimate  powers.  Whyabtnw*' 
now  d^tart  ft<»n  a  precedent  so  long  i^^ 
lishedt  It  is  answered  that  tbis  is  8  w»  •* 
The  same  may  be  siad  of  every  qwstica  naw 
any  new  oironmstanoes.  If  this  identieil  cs* 
has  not  bofore  arisen,  there  have  been  "^^ 
similar  and  analogous  as  to  govern  tbe  prs^ 
Thia  refers  only  to  our  fbreign  relitiom  •" 
missions  deeply  affecting  those  rdstiow  un 
been  of  frequent  recnirenoe.  Agsin.  i*"  "!? 
that  we  should  disregard  prMsedeat,  bef^^ 
is  a sutjeet  of  traasMndent  importanee.  _oW_ 
view  which  I  have  taken  be  owTect,thein)p«^ 
tance  of  tbe  proposed  mission  has  do  beuuf 
opon  the  qneation,  since  the  extent  of  onr  » 
formation  will  not  be  affected  by  the  v«^ 
ment  But,  is  this  a  matter  of  Moh  m*"^ 
leled  importance  I  Was  there  never  a  owj" 
eqaalniagDitndeinoiirhiaMryl    ItisMn** 
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rera  aboat  to  duoge  our  aatiami  polity.  Of 
bis  I  can  Me  no  evidenoe,  aad  do  not  b«lieTe  it 
f  it  were  bo,  ii  the  qneilion,  wheUier  we  shall 
huge  oor  poliof,  at  peftter  nugmtnde  than 
rM  the  oriKinal  jgoertioD,  whether  we  ihonld 
irst  adopt  it)  when,  daiiDg  the  late  war, 
JonuoiMonen  were  empowered  to  negotiate 
or  peace,  and  form  a  treaty  wbioh  might  affect 
11  the  vital  interatta  of  the  na^n,  was  It  a 
utter  of  leaa  impcotanoe  to  lu  tLao  the  tend- 
BgoflCinisters  toPaaamat  I  oannot  eonaidar 
hu  a  nilyeot  of  enioh  orerwhelmiag  magnitude 
■  geatkmen  have  repreaented  it.  I  see  Doth- 
Bg  In  Uie  present  eonjniwtare,  of  tliat  imperi- 
«i  neoeasitr  which  dWegards  all  law  ana  all 
■reoedent:  and  believing  that  ^le  propoeed 
mendment  will  produce  no  good,  Imt  nmoh 
nL  I  shall  rote  againat  it. 
Mr.  MiTOHsu,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that, 
naome  reapeats,he  ouiaidered  this  amendment 
B  the  eame  fleht  with  the  geoQeroan  from 
fahie.  He  hel^  that  each  branch  of  the  Qor- 
rament  is  reapondUe  for  ito  own  aota,  and  eadi 
lad  ita  own  dtttinot  ri^ta  and  powen.  The 
ExecntiTe  is  posaeeeedM  the  informatiiMi  which 
latked  b7  this  Honaei  bat,  if  ha  doea  not 
hink  proper  to  oommonicate  it,  he  has  the 
Ight  d  refomng.  The  amendment,  therefore, 
D  its  oSbct,  molt  I>e  perfectly  nngatory,  and, 
n  that  Tiew,  he  waa  nawilling  to  vote  for  it. 
kt.  Hi.  K.  said,  there  were  two  pointa  of  view 

0  wbioh  he  considered  the  amendment  as  high- 

1  neoeaBarr.  The  firat  of  these  bad  reject  to 
he  honorable  moTcr.  That  gentleman  wished 
hat  the  reeolntion  ahonld  be  referred  to  a  Be- 
ect  Conunittee,  that  the  diacntioDary  «laiiae 
night  be  stricken  onL  Kow,  as  it  waa  a  mat- 
er to  Ur.  U.  of  entire  indiffereaoe,  utd  ironld, 
D  effect,  be  the  same,  whether  the  danae  waa 
trieken  ont  or  not,  be  sidd  he  wodd  Toto  for 
he  reforcDoe,  ont  of  req>ect  for  that  genUeiaan's 
risbea.  Bnt  thMe  was  another  gnMmd,  mt 
rhich  it  might  be  pri^Mr  to  strike  oot  this 
laoae.  Doing  ao,  might  have  a  teadenoy  more 
Bllj  to  ezpreee  to  the  President  what  are  the 
wee  of  this  Hoose,  It  wonld  manifest  that 
be  Eonse  is  deeirona  of  having  all  the  informa- 
tOQ  which  pertuna  to  the  sntgeot  And  for  his 
ivn  part,  Mr.  M,  said,  he  was  free  to  oonfte 
hat  Be  wunld  not  vote  for  this  mission,  nnleas 

I  toBj  oonrinoed  that  he  had  all  the  in- 


[oire?  In  the  flnt  ijaoe  we  aak  fiv  the  whole 
i  the  eorrespondence  which  rdatea  to  this  In- 
Itaticm ;  and  is  there  any  member  otthie  Hoose, 
(ho  will  be  willing  to  vote  an  appropriation 
be  the  mission,  unless  he  has  the  whole  of  this 
iwreq>ondenm  before  bimt  We  ask,  in  the 
leU^lace,  to  be  told  what  are  the  ol^ecte  of 
bl*  Congrees:  and  will  any  member  vote  for 
he  miaaion  witbont  knowing  tliem)  We  ask, 
That  are  to  t>e  the  powers  of  the  Ifioiatera  who 
re  sent :  and  will  anj  gentleman  be  willing  to 
'ote  an  qipropriation  to  send  them,  who  doea 
Mknow  what  is  to  be  the  extent  of  their  pow- 


eraf  'Whoever  mar  ^  willing  to  do  so,  I  am 
not  It  is  verv  tme  that  we  have  no  right  to 
demand  these  mstniotions  from  the  Preeident; 
bnt  it  is  also  trne,  that  I  will  not  vote  withont 
them.  And  this,  1  ^•^in^.  ia  the  precise  limit  of 
the  reipeetive  powera  of  these  two  branohea  of 
the  Qovemment:  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  maj  rcAise  to  oomtnnnioate  to 
thia  Hooae,  the  infiMmatkm  It  asks  respecting 
this  miatkin,  and,  if  he  does,  the  Honse  of  R^- 
resentatives  ma^  reftue  to  vote  for  the  appro- 
{H^tioii  for  tliat  purpose.  Sir,  I  abaolatelj  di^ 
claim  sU  offodwm  to  this  misrion.  I  do  not 
aa  yet  know  what  are  its  apedflc  otjieots;  and 
I  eanij,  Oanhn,  cannot  he  ^pcaea  to  them. 
A  gentleman  ttma  Lonisiaoa  QSi.  Limiosion) 
haa  repnasnted  it  aa  a  measure  founded  in  a 
great  and  enli^tened  ooliey— if  it  be  so,  none 
will  be  more  delighted  to  see  it  prevail  than  I 
shall  be :  fbr  I  will  snppoft  an?  Administration 
which  acts  on  sooh  poUcy.  But,  If  it  is  a  meaa> 
nre  fraught  with  all  Hie  direfol  and  disastrous 
oonaequraoea  predicted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vii^ma,  (Ur.  Flotd,)  mav  God  give  me  power 
to  leaiBt  it  with  mj  lifo.  I  cotainly  would  not 
wiUtUlr  show  any  disrespect  for  the  Preddent. 
I  sboud  ecmsidar  it  unworthy  of  my  own  char- 
acter, aa  well  as  unworthy  ta  this  House,  to  do 
eo :  bnt  I  wish,  from  the  nnoerity  of  my  heart 
that  the  PreMent  m^  sei^  ns  the  whole  <« 
the  infivmation  we  denre— and  I  shall  vote  for 
the  amendment 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  did  not  attach  any  oonseqnenoa 
to  the  proportion  of  the  gentleman  trota  PeuH 
■ytvaiia,  ao  for  as  it  oonld  praoUeally  aflbct  the 
infi»matlon  to  be  procnreo.  The  sattJeot  waa 
of  such  a  character,  that  tt  tmut  be  the  duty  cf 
thePreddentto  ^ve  the  House  the  fullest  in- 
formation. Iq  preamning  that  this  would  be 
doncs  Hr.  F.  only  presumed  that  the  President 
nndentood,  and  would  do  his  duty.  While  be 
eoDiidered  the  amwidn»ent  proposed  of  no  im- 


practical coaseoaenco,  yet,  aa  a  matter 
(tf  princlplat  he  was  in  tt,vor  ta  it;  and  he  rose 
otmtf  to  remove  the  ini|»«erion  made  by  tlie 


thew 

gentleman  from  South  ^roUna,  in  which  it  is 
alUged  the  words  referring  to  the  Secretion  of 
the  Preudent,  were  introdnced.  The  resolo- 
don  now  before  us  embnoea  two  distinct  call& 
The  ^st,  like  that  ot  the  gentleman  from  Booth 
Oarolina,  tor  ooiraqMmdenee,  or  parts  of  cone- 
spoodeooe,  in  rdatiait  to  the  Ccmgress  (d  Pan- 
ama, The  seoond,  altogether  dimrent:  for  an 
expLmation  of  the  ol^ecta  the  President  has  in 
view  in  aoc^ting  ttie  invitation  to  aend  Depu- 
ties to  that  OoogresB.  So  for  aa  regards  the 
first  part,  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  tnm 
Maaaacbusstts  was  perfectly  accurato.  Thedis> 
cretionary  words  were  fnpv  in  both,  and  no 
motion  has  been  made  to  strike  them  from  tha 
r«sidution  1>efon  the  House.    The  motion  is  to 


.^Ic 


ABBIDOHENT  OT  THB 


dnced.  The  geatleman  all«g«&  i 
for  tlieir  iDtfoducdcm,  that  it  ii  onul,  Moord- 
ing  to  ordinarj  fonD^in  snoh  omub.  This  is 
oertamly  incorrect  The  ooouion  is  extrtkor- 
dintU7.  The  call,  like  tbe  oooanon,  ia  eztraor' 
diiui7.  The  ordinor;  rale  cannot  properiv  Mp- 
ply  to  ft  Similar  words  are  foond  in  ordinary 
oaJls  for  diplomatio  infbrmatioii — not  tttat  tbtia 
iDtrodnotioo  is  ooorteooi  to  the  EzeoBtive  Ha^ 
iatrate,  bat  becanae  tie  Eonae  well  knova  that 
the  oorre^ioadeDoe  of  our  Hinlstera,  wiQi  thdr 
own  and  foreign -GoTHiimenlaineoeiiaril;  eon* 
tain  varions  matters  and  alhiiioiiii  the  disdlo- 
inre  of  which  wonid  be  ii^arioiu  to  tiie  pnMlo 
interest,  and  oonld  not  be  oaefU  to  the  Honae. 
We  do  not  ask  for  Inttrootjona  from  om'  Got- 
emment  to  our  >Gnister&  beoanae  tbaj  neoea- 
aartl;  contain  the  details  oi  the  manner  in  whioh 
onr  widiee  are  to  be  obtained,  and  contain  also 
a  statement  of  all  that  we  want  to  aooompUah, 
and  the  least  that  we  will  be  aatiafled  to  obtain. 
Another  reason  for  not  umaUy  agking  instmc- 
tiona  is,  that  we  cannot,  except  in  extraordi- 
nai7  oases,  make  an;  ooiutitntional  oae  of  them 
If  they  were  preaeoted  to  ns.  The  reference 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Freddaot,  is  not  matter 
of  oonrteey,  bnt  erf  ndlity,  and  regulated  bj  the 


faformation  desired)  There  b  none.  There 
can  be  no  want  of  oonrteay  preanroed  from  the 
omission  of  tiie  words  proposed  to  be  erased. 
What  ii^nry  can  arise  from  an  explanation  of 
all  our  objeoCs  in  goicg  to  the  proposed  0«i- 
gresst  Mr.  F.  had  tasked  his  imagination  in 
vain,  to  disoover  what  l^timat«  oojeot  oonld 
be  contemplated  that  might  not  safdj,  and 
onght  not  properly,  to  be  disclosed  to  the 
Boaee.  He  took  it  for  grant«d,  that  the  in- 
▼itatioQ  to  OS  to  attend,  explained  the  oltjeots 
of  the  powers  who  gave  it,  in  desiring  as  to  be 
represented ;  and  also,  that  the  aooeptanoe  eX' 


of  OQT  Depntiea,  on  thrir  arrival,  woold  be 
dincIoBure  of  what  we  desire  to  know — the  ob- 
jects of  their  depntation.  The  disolosnre  now 
cannot  be  injorions  in  its  eSeota,  since  all  that 
will  be  known  to  ns,  is  already,  or  will  b«.  Im- 
mediately, known  to  the  other  powers.  If  we 
intend  to  make  commercisl  treaties— and  this 
oooadon  is  deemed  propitioos — this  might  be 
Btated  without  injury  to  ns  or  to  onr  neighborg. 
Ur.  Wbbbtbb  said,  that  he  rose  to  oS^r  a  few 
remarks  in  reply  to  the  observations  of  the 
centleman  who  had  Just  taken  his  seat ;  and,  in 
doing  so,  would  endeavor,  as  nearly  as  he 
conl^  to  follow  the  coarse  of  those  obserra- 
tioDS.  The  gentleman,  it  woold  seem,  admits 
that  the  amendment  nnder  oonsideratitm,  is  not 
likely  to  be  of  prsotioal  importance  in  the 
present  case ;  bat  he  snpporta  it  on  the  ground 
of  pore  principle.  Well,  air,  on  the  gronnd  of 
principle,  then,  I  oondder  it  aa  of  imp<»taBoe 


to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  sndd 
Ject  to  the  limitation  which  that  ffiicretiaiiBQ 
dictate.  The  genUeman  saya,  that  I  ban  Mt 
stated  the  case  aconratdy  in  respect  to  tlu  Ui- 
tory  of  this  motion  and  its  origmal  Ai^;  ai 
th^  Blthongh  at  first,  the  insertion  of  to 
danm  miabt  have  beoi  Terr  prefer,  yet  im 
thegroimd  is  changed,  and  it  naabemiw  in- 
proper;  and  that  there  is  no  nreeedentto^- 
ert  it.  And  the  gentleman  twrs  sH  tufeniM 
•m  caaea  merely  analogous,  and  ciUa  fo  • 
precedent  that  shall  be  identical  with  Uuitw 
He  forewarns  the  Honse  agunst  bdng  nUd 
by  a  lawyer's  argnment,  from  anilcgj.  DooH- 
leaa,  sir,  this  wonld  be  very  ooovenienl  to  tti 
genUeman's  aignment ;  cqiedally  if  it  It 
conpled  with  hu  other  powtion,  that  &»  tut 
Is  new.  If  no  precedent  deaerve  rsgirf,  W 
one  to  be  found  m  precisely  such  a  osie,  irtki 
same  caae,  and  if  no  sndk  case  exists,  tlis  bf^ 
ence  ia  very  ea^y,  that  there  is  no  room  Air  (b 
inSnenoe  ot  precedent.  And  if  the  pnmai 
be  tme,  the  inferenoe  would  hold  *lw*n  ■■" 
in^caaee:  for  no  two  are  exacfly  aUks-  f» 
that  pltin  rale,  whioh  the  geotlsmsD  (sb  i 
lawyer'a  argnmmt,  ia  somewhat  io  Ui  «9- 
This  t«aohea  ns  Uiat  precedent  is  aj^ed  bm 
one  case  toanother,  not  where  the  ""^"^ 
preoiiely  the  same,  but  where  the  prindpt  a 
the  same.  In  other  words,  that  a  joit  « 
proper  analogy  is  &ir  gronnd  of  aignmot 

Now,  sir,  in  this  case,  a  resoIntiMi  lu«  !>«■ 
introdnoed,  reqoeeling  oeriain  inftmnsliai^,* 
oertain  correAwndence,  on  a  '"'B*!*^*^ 
onr  foreign  relationB,  to  be  commmiialwi  ^ 
the  insertiiMi  ot  the  osoal  danse,  lesTisgittD 
the  disorMioa  of  the  Executjve  to  }^*Z 
fiu-  ench  information  or  correspontaws  «* 
be  oommimioated,  without  injury  to  tl»  l«*" 
intereeta.  To  litis  resolution,  the  Bm  •■ 
now  addei  in  snbstance,  a  new  psrsp^  "■ 
qnesting  other  and  further  informaUM,  «•  P* 
cieely  fiie  same  subject;  and,  as  """^ 
course,  I  added  to  this  second  call,  the  «* 
words  of  qualification.  .     ^. 

Both  paragraphs  respect  our  ft"'5i!« 
tions :  both  respect  the  same  brsacli  £**''• 
relations :  both  respect  the  ssme  identiffll  ■► 
ject  What  reason,  then,  can  there  M  "• 
striking  out  the  qualifying  words  in  the  i* 
paragraph  (  This  U  closer  than  comnioii  «► 
ogy  i  it  would  seem  to  be,  as  nearij  u  p«r 
ble,  the  aame  case;  the  two  calls  are  butl^ 
of  one  call,  on  one  aulgeot  My  •^^^iT 
that,  being  introdaoed  into  the  tost  w™°r|l 
(now  theflret  branch  of  the  present  resohKoj 
they  are  equally  proper  hi  the  added  part  F 
that  whioh  ia  now  the  second  hrsach  of"" 
resolution.)  How  is  it  shown  tiist  the  qn*™^ 
cation  is  proper  in  one  part,  and  not  M  " 
other  I  Suppose  this  were  the  esse  rf««™| 
nary  mission,  (and,  in  principle,  it »  tw^ 
thing  aa  if  it  we»  any  of  oor  nuiaiODa  w 
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(^e,)  I  ask,  would  it  be  constitatioiiBl,  in  thia 
loose,  b)  uk  the  Freaident  to  diaclose,  partic- 
ilarlj,  Mid  wiUioat  resaire,  all  the  olgaots  he 
i»d,  at  A  i^ven  time,  in  view,  in  lluit  negotift- 
ionf  Snrel;  not.  It  cannot  be  pretended. 
lot  the  senUeman  tells  na  that,  as  tbe  latter 
lart  of  tne  resolntion  cwfca  for  more  than  ia 
iBoal,  it  is,  on  that  acoonnt,  not  to  bo  made 
ntject  to  a  disoretionaiy  olanae.  Now,  sir,  t< 
ne^  this  appears  to  be  an  argument  for  direotl; 
D  oppoaito  inlbrence.  I  'aaak  thftt,  for  tliat 
■077  reason,  it  ought  to  be  anljoot  to,  at  least 
11  the  tunal  qnalifications.  If  the  <mX,  itself 
le  for  more  than  is  nsQal,  it  is  a  atronger  oaae 
hm  nasal  for  the  qaaMoatioiis. 

I  agree,  sir,  that  it  is  verj  deairable  we 
honld  have  all  the  knowledge  on  thii  anbjeot 
rhioh  we  can  properly  dosmm  ;  bnt  the  qnee- 
ion  ia,  whether  we  ahul  not  make  the  same 
eforenoe  to  the  EzeontiTe  diaoretion,  in  this, 
hat  we  do  in  all  other  oaaes!  It  is  aud,  we 
Dost  not ;  but  that  we  shonld  call  for  the  en- 
Ire  correapondenoe,  and  all  the  objeote.  apecifl- 
ol  and  In  detail,  of  the  OtmgreH,  and  ul  the 
lowers  of  the  ICnistera  who  are  to  be  sent 
here.  Sir,  the  President  mi^  have  the  beat 
easons  fbr  withholding  these,  or  some  of  them. 
t  la  Ter;  probable  that,  in  the  progreaa  of 
iventa,  bis  own  newa  may  change,  with  ohang- 
nedionmstances.  New  relationa  may  arise: 
md  whenever  any  inch  changes  happen,  is  he 
izpeoted  to  come  again  with  hia  oDJecto,  and 
da  detuls,  to  this  Honse!  The  gentleman 
limself  admita,  that  the  omisdon  of  the  olanae 
riU  do  little  or  no  good,  as  to  obtaining  what 
re  want  for  the  present  oooaaion.  1  hope, 
ben,  we  shall  not  set  a  general  precedent  of 
hia  character.    In  one  respect,  I  agree  entire- 

Lwith  the  gentleman:  it  is  when  he  saya, 
t,  after  aU,  it  must  rem^  diaoretioDary 
rfth  the  President  to  make  a  Ml  oommnnica- 
ion  or  not  Bat,  air,  who  doubts  that  the 
!>rerident  will  make  the  oommonloation,  and 
hat  he  will  make  It  as  flill  as  can  be  deairedl 
J  it  not  hia  interest  to  do  sot  Unst  it  not  be 
lis  deeire  to  do  sot  Mnat  he  not  know  that  in 
his,  aa  in  every  thing,  he  can  only  stand  firm- 
y,  while  he  standa  on  the  enlightened  appro- 
lation  of  an  enlichtened  peo^t  Darea  any 
nan  doobt  that  uie  Freradent  is  aa  willing  to 
Ihed  light  on  tiiis  snbjeot,  aa  the  hnmbleat  dtl- 
sen  can  be  to  receive  lightt  The  gentleman 
i^s,  it  is  recommended  to  repoee  implMt  con- 
idenoe  in  the  ExecntiTe.  Sir,  I  have  not  heard 
t  recommended,  hj  anybody  here,  to  repose 
mplint  oonfldenod  :  I  have  only  heard  It  said, 
hat  we  ought  to  repose  the  ordinary  oonfi- 
lenoe  which  we  repose  on  other  oaoasions,  and 
■htX  we  ought  not  to  exhibit  eztraor^nary  dif- 
idence.  I  object  only  to  nnreasonablejealon^, 
tnd  prematnre  anspicion.  Let  ns  go  on,  then, 
rith  the  oalL  in  the  ordinary  manner.  I  only 
repeat  what  I  said  early  in  the  debate,  that  I 
lot,  and  mean  to  act,  witbont  the  least  refer- 
moe  wtutterer  to  the  manner  in  which  others. 
In  another  place,  may  perfonn  their  duties,    I 


look  only  to  the  dnty  inciunbent  on  us,  on  a 
snl^eot  of  high  intereet,  and  on  which  thia 
Honse  has  a  ri^t  to  the  information  which 
may  conduct  it  properly  to  the  end  of  its  de- 
liberationa. 

Ur.  FowKLL  said  he  waa  opposed  to  the  reso- 
Intion  of  the  gentleman  trom  PenDsylvania, 
and  he  should  have  contented  himself  with 
giving  a  silent  vote  in  opposition;  bat,  ftrom 
the  oonrse  which  bad  been  adopted  by  gentle- 
men, during  the  discoseion  of  this  subject,  and 
the  extensive  range  of  arvnmentin  which  they 
had  indolged,  involving  toe  policy  of  the  Pan* 
ama  mission,  it  might  probably  be  inferred, 
that  by  voting  in  opposition  to  the  resolution 
of  the  gentieman  {rom  Pennaylvania,  and  the 
orinnal  resolntion,  he  shonld  be  considered  aa 

filedged  in  relation  to  hia  final  vote  on  the  snb- 
eot  To  rebut  any  such  implication,  he  now 
rose  to  detain  the  Honse  a  few  momenta,  and 
to  assign  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  intended 
toinve. 

The  original  object  of  the  resolntion  moved 
tn-  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr, 
HuoLToir,)  and  the  object  of  the  amendment 
propoeed,  and  now  adopted,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maaaachnsetts,  was  to  obtain  such  iofor- 
mation  as  wonld  enable  ns  to  proceed  to  the 
investigation  of  the  autyeot  of  the  proposed 
mission  to  Panama,  and  to  aot  nnderstanaingly 
and  correctiy  on  the  subject 

Mr.  P.  considered  the  whole  oonrse  of  the 
discnasion,  aa  to  the  policy  of  thia  mismon  to 
Panama,  as  premature,  and  unconnected  with 
the  real  question  which  had  been  submitted  to 
the  conaiderBtiou  and  determination  of  thia 
Houae.  The  object  of  the  resolution,  he  re- 
peated, was  to  procure  tiie  necessary  informa- 
tion to  enable  the  House  to  underatand  the  im- 
portant question  BB  to  the  policy  of  the  recom- 
mended mission  to  Panama.  It  ia  evident,  he 
Boid,  that  it  was  premature  to  go  into  anch  a 
disousrion,  without  the  lights  to  be  calculated 
upon  from  the  information  the  reeolntion  asked 
for.  Mr.  P.  asked  what  would  be  the  praotical 
effect  of  the  ;^oposed  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania?  Would  it  afford 
to  thia  Honse  any  Airther  infonnation  than  the 
"  le  oonld  or  would  derive  from  the  Execn- 
deparbnent,  under  the  resolution  as  it  now 
Isf  By  what  prooeea  of  reasoning  could 
the  gendaman  bring  his  mind,  or  the  miuda  of 
thia  House,  to  the  conclusion  that  they  would 
derive  more  information  by  giving  the  resolu- 
tlona  shape  such  aa  he  oont«anplated,  than  by 
suffering  it  to  remain  In  its  present  sitnationt 
The  prt^osed  alteration  is  only  calculated  to  be 
operative  as  It  implied  a  want  of  confidence  in 
the  President  of  the  United  StaiM.  It  could, 
in  ftct,  have  no  neefhl  effect,  except  in  refer* 
enoe  to  a  dereliction  of  dnty  in  that  officer,  if 
it  could  even  have  effect  in  that  aspect ;  and 
although,  Mr-  P.  sud,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
yield  himself  ap  im^ilicitly,  in  relation  to  con- 
fidence In  the  President,  or  to  pin  hia  &ith 
upon  the  head  of  any  department  of  the  Gov- 
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ernment,  yet  he  wu  not  diapoaed  to  withhold 
that  Donfiaenoe,  iiDl«6a  h«  vw  mrraDted  in  so 
doing,  by  lome  infbrm&tion,  or  Bom«  fiu^  cal- 
eolatod  to  diminish  reasonable  and  proper  cmhi- 
fidenc«.  Was  this  House  prepared  now  to  say, 
that,  hj  an  affiei«l  act  of  the  President  of  the 


ought  to  subsist  betveen  the  co-ordinaU 
branches  of  this  QovemmentI  If  mv  circmn- 
Btanoe  had  taken  place,  -which  Tonld  warrvnt 
nch  a  oonolnmon,  Mr.  P.  sud  it  had  not 
reached  his  ear.  Bo  far  as  the  Freddent  stands 
in  relation  to  this  Honae — so  far  Ms  course 
had  Iwen  of  that  character  as  not  to  destroy  a 
reasonable  and  fidr  oonfldenoe  in  him.  Thna, 
Mr.  P.  said,  the  necessary  efilaot  of  tiie  pro- 
posed amendment  voold  be,  to  Imply  a  want 
<tf  proper  confidence:  becaose^  if  Uie  PreMdent 
acts  with  good  fidtfa,  the  neoessary  reeolt  wonld 
be,  that  he  wonld,  xipoa  the  call  reoomraended, 
'    'e  all  the  necessary  Infonnation.    It 


fUth,  that  he  wonld  withhold  it— provided  the 
safety  and  interests  of  the  nation  did  not  re- 
qnlre  him  to  do  so.  Burely  mch  would  Im  his 
oonrse.  If  he  sboold  not  act  with  good  faith, 
oonid  the  House,  or  the  gentleman,  by  pving 
bis  sb(q»e,  or  any  other  shape,  to  the  resoln- 
tion,  make  him  observe  good  faith  I  No.  If 
be  were  disposed  to  wittmold  the  information 
from  the  HovBe,  or  if  be  were  disposed  to 
make  It  his  daty  to  the  Honse,  and  its  caQ,  or 
to  the  nation,  they  oonid  give  no  shape,  how- 
ever imperative  it  might  be,  to  any  reeolntion, 
to  drive  him  ftom  his  cowBe,  and  to  aot  witii 
good  faith. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  no  ^iprebendona  that 
(he  President  wonld  not  otwerre  good  bith  to 
this  House,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  be 
hoped,  dncerely,  be  shonld  be  able  to  say  so 
hereafter,  as  it  regarded  every  other  great  and 
important  interest  of  the  nation.  U  in  this 
hope  he  shonld  be  mistaken,  be  ahonld  not  be 
sUent.  Mr.  P.  repeat«d,  that  the  proposition, 
if  important,  must  be  baaed  on  a  want  of  oon- 
fldenoe  in  the  good  faith  of  the  Praddent  If 
he  acts  with  good  fUth,  we  ahall  have  all  the 
ioAirmBtion  he  has,  if  it  be  safe  and  projwr  to 
commnuicate  it,  under  the  resolution  as  it  now 
stands.  He  is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government.  His  power  to  exercise  discretion 
in  this  matter,  is  sanctioned  by  the  example  of 
Washington,  and,  in  the  exercise  of  that  pow- 
er, he  will  give  or  withhold  infcHTnation,  what- 
ever shape  we  may  give  the  reeolntion,  or 
whatever  langnBge  we  may  employ.  If  we 
give  the  peremptory  aspect  to  the  reeolntion, 
that  was  a^ed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, wonld  Ids  ol{]eot  be  more  certainly 
attained!  Mr.  P.  said,  no.  It  oonld  not  alter 
the  resnlt,  in  any  aspect  in  which  he  conld 
view  the  saWect  The  President  wonld  either 
give  or  withhold,  in  reference  to  his  own  jndg- 


stitational  power.  If  the  President,  in  viola- 
tdon  of  his  high  duties,  intended  to  witUraU 
from  this  Honse  any  information  in  relation  to 
this  snhjeot,  or  any  other,  be  sboold  de^Mir  ti 
removing  Uie  diffionl^  by  tike  amendnMot  jr> 
poeed,  or  any  othw  amendment  that  fanmaa 
ingennltj  ooud  sfa^te  or  devise.  We  shall  get 
the  same  infonnstbw  preds^,  wbetlier  wa 
adopt  or  reject  the  amoidment:  and,  being 
worse  than  nsdess,  he  ahonld  vote  againat  iL 

Mr.  Dbattor  oboerved,  that  it  was  oart^nly 
a  enUeet  of  deep  regret  that  so  mooli  lian 
sboolo  be  ocoopied  by  the  diacnsricai  ol  a  qva^ 
tion  like  that  which  now  oocnpied  the  Hoase, 
For  hinsel^  be  eononved  that,  as  to  snbatanee, 
there  was  little  difference  between  the  naob- 
tion,  M  propoaed  to  be  amended  by  the  gcnUe- 
man  from  Peon^Ivania,  and  as  alnady  anMud- 
ed  OS  tiie  motton  of  tiie  gentleman  firam  Mas> 
sachnsrtts.  Bn^  two  reaolntiona  mi^t  difte 
vo^  litde  in  mbstuMM,  aad  yet  greyly  vary  in 
their  imporL  The  intvodoetion  ot  a  dn^ 
word,  Oim^  it  might  not  diaag«  the  acmae  vt 
a  pr<:^oaticai,  was  wlen  snfflcient  to  prearat  it 
in  a  £Arent  shsfM,  and,  byoverioading  a  leao 
Intion  with  exceptions  and  nrovisoa,  a  -wk  io 
not  entirely  destroy  its  soMtance,  we  may 
greatly  weaken  its  effect  Whether  provisos 
were  repeated  ever  so  often,  or  whether  they 
were  not  inserted  at  all,  the  practical  reeolt 
wonld  be  the  same;  becanse,  let  ns  pat  the  call 
intheir    -  •  ■      - 

every  doeoment  and  pojper,  imd  for  every  gge- 
oiea  of  infbnnation  which  can  be  imagined, 
wonld  not  the  Preddeut,  when  he  makea  the 
oommnnieation,  withhcdd  sneh  docmueats,  pa- 
and  information,  as  he  enppMed  the  pub- 

„  >od  required  shonld  not  be  OHnmnnicatedt 
No  difference,  therefore,  aa  to  the  aathoritative 
effect  <rf  the  resolntion,  wonld  resolt  front 
agreeing  or  not  agreeing  to  the  motJon  of  the 
gentleman  from  Penn^lvania.  Bnt  there  was 
another  view  in  which  this  beealno  of  tome 
Importance.  It  is  certainly  proper  that  thia 
caU  shonld  be  so  framed  aa  to  abow  to  the 
Preaident  whether  we  are  anzioiiB  for  tlda  io- 
fbrmatioa  or  not;  and  to  him  it  ^peared  tha^ 
if  the  proviso  sboold  be  repeated  in  the  reacdo- 
tion,  the  House  wonld  aeem  to  expreas  to  Ota 
Preddent  that  they  wish  him  to  be  partteii)af> 
ly  oaitial  as  to  the  extent  of  bia  cmnmnnic^ 
oos;  and  in  this  It  appeued  to  Um  that  ttta 
great  difference  conai^ed  between  the  asKod- 
meat  of  the  oMitlemau  frvm  Massai^metta  and 
that  proposed  by  the  gatUeman  from  Pemiqi- 
vania.  If  the  former  prevails,  the  Sxeeativa 
will  perceive,  on  the  taoa  ot  the  reaolaticB, 
that  the  Eonse  feels  tnkewann  oil  the  snbjeet, 
and  is  disposed  to  fnmiab  him  with  pretexts  ftr 
not  frilly  giving  the  information.  Bnt  if  tha 
call  ia  to  go  in  tne  nnqoalified  form  desired  1^ 
the  gentleman  from  Penmvlvania,  no  sndi  iit- 
ference  can  legitimately  be  drawn. 

In  the  oonrse  of  tliis  discnasion,  several  re- 
morka  had  been  ^>pUed  to  his  honoraUe  frimd 
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md  ooUeagoe,  (ICr.  Subltov.)  who  wm  not 
iDW  in  his  vaoe,  in  which  he  md  no  think  that 
^tleaian  had  been  ttirlj  treated.  The  rew- 
aUon  had  been  tailed  his.  and  the  gentleman 
torn  MawaohnMtta  had  said  that  hia  nooorable 
Hend  bad  alternately  adopted  and  repudiated 
iis  own  offipiing.  But  how  had  hia  eolle^ne 
lonethiat  Was  it  not  from  the  flrat  manifeat, 
hat,  owing  to  oanaea  whlah  hla  fiiend,  with 
ita  nraal  candor  and  frankneaa,  had  atated  to 
Jm  House,  be  did  not  think  the  Honae  ought 
liea  topasathe  reocdoliODt  A  rimilar  reoMD- 
Jon  waa  nftenrards  offered  bj  another  graitle- 
nan,  and  the  qneation  being  pnt  irhother  the 
iwo  reaolotiona  were  not  In  mbstanoe  the  ume, 
he  Cihair  bad  decided  that  thejr  were.  And, 
with  the  consent  of  the  morer  of  the  latter 


^e  oondoct  of  hia  honorable  friend  t  So  little 
lanrona  had  he  been  of  iMing  conridared  the 
inthor  of  a  reeohitJon  wldoh  he  had  not  preeeed, 
i>at  he  wished  to  withdraw  it,  and  aninv  that 
jt  the  gentleman  trtaa  Eentcickr  to  take  ita 
jdace.  Bnt  this  oonree  was  forbidden  b7  a  nda 
>f  the  Hooae.  He  waa  therefore  obliged,  hj 
nrcnnwta&oeH,  to  consider  as  bis  own.  a  reeohi- 
ion  which  he  did  not  preaa,  and  which  he,  in 
Goct,  desired,  should  not,  at  that  time,  be  oon- 
ddwed.  Now,  everf  g^hQenua  most  know, 
Jurt  there  waa  often  a«  mnoh  oonseqneuoe  in 
he  time  at  which  a  reeolntion  is  offered,  as  in 
;fa«  form  which  maj  be  given  to  it.  Yarions 
tmendmenta  were  afterwarda  introdooed,  and 
■a  hie  friend  waa  not  pennltted  to  withdraw 
lis  reeolotioD,  be  consented  to  thoee  amemd- 
nents,  nndv  the  Impreerion  that  they  im- 
iroved  the  original  reeolntion.  Afterwarda  a 
Mrt^MMitatxi  waa  offered  hj  the  gentleman  fk'om 
tCaasaohDaetta,  which,  thoogb  it  bad  the  form 
)f  an  amendment,  and  b;  mla  oonld  only  be 
nec«ired  as  snch,  was,  in  bet  and  in  Uath,  a 
lobstitato  for  the  resolution  of  his  honorable 
Hend.  This  new  reaolntJon  contained  a  dnpU- 
wtioa  of  proTisOB,  as  to  the  discretion  of  tiie 
Preddent  in  ""'i''"g  the  oommnnication  re- 
loired,  and  this  prodnoed  an  essential  diSbr- 
moe  in  the  tone  and  manner  of  tite  oaU.  His 
Head  waa,  therefore,  Jtutlf  entitled  to  oonrider 


ha  HoQse,  and  he  had  an  entire  right  to  act 
oward  it  as  if  in  fact  it  had  been  the  naota- 
lom  of  the  gentieman  from  Haesachnsetts. 
(Fhen,  therefore,  the  gentleman  from  liana- 
ibnsetts,  in  a  vein  of  ^easantrj,  talked  nbont 
lie  friend's  adopting  and  repndjstfaig  hia  own 
)f&pring,  he  most  have  foivotten  that  be  was 
linoself  the  parent  of  the  bantling  which  he 
tsmgned  to  another  fkther. 

Mr.  MnoaxLL,  of  Tennessee,  aaid :  It  is  nev- 
>r  too  late  to  correct  an  error.  Now,  as  to 
xvoedent,  he  thonght  it  was  imposrible,  in  the 
mnala  of  the  hiatorT-  of  this  nation,  we  could 
let  one  for  the  snUect  now  under  discosaion. 
thaj  mi^t  lo<A  back  to  thoee  aonall^  and 


the7  wotdd  not  find  even  the  vestige  of  one. 
When  did  ever  a  case  like  this  present  itself  b. 
the  Hoosef  Where  was  one  eo  be  found,  bear* 
ing  a  similitode  to  iti  Kone,  he  was  sore,  bad 
ever  taken  the  devious  and  strange  conrse 
which  this  proposition  had  taken.  When  it 
waa  first  introduced,  thej  had  no  feelings  on 
the  anhjeot ;  but  it  waa  laid  on  the  table,  and 
there  reibsd  for  a  white :  bnt  it  afterwards  rose 
np,  foaming]  on  them  like  soda-water.  What 
waa  all  this  fori  What  was  aU  this  feeling 
manitMed  about  t  A  while  ago,  thev  did  not 
want  the  information,  and  now  thej  do.  If  it 
waa  right  formerly,  it  is  right  now.  Ifr.  M. 
said  he  had  asked  for  a  litue  information  on 
this  snUeoL  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  investi- 
gation, Dnt  ne  had  received  none.  Whf,  there- 
fere,  waa  it  asked  for  now!  On  the  other 
hand,  it  waa  aaid^  it  was  all  right ;  it  was  quite 
consUtent  this  information  ehoold  be  furnished ; 
bnt,  whatever  fon  do,  don't  have  too  much  of 
it;  th^  vjea  were  weak,  and  the;  might  have 
sooh  a  blaze  of  information  as  would  pala^ 
everj  exertion  of  their  minds.  Ux.  H.  said 
he  thon^t  he  was  able  to  resist  this  efful- 
gence. But  thej  were  not  to  have  it:  for,  if 
thej  did,  thef  would  become  aa  wise  as  the 
President 

What  is  it,  then,  that  gentiemen  so  much 
fearl  Whvisthe  resolution  so  guarded!  In 
his  mind,  llr.  U.  said,  it  was  a  sort  of  adver- 
tisement to  the  Freeideat,  which  savs,  we  ask 
you  to  ^ve  information,  bat  we  don't  want 
yon  to  ^ve  all  the  informstion.  Why  wore 
those  words  so  often  used)  Why  were  they  so 
tant^ooteal,  nnless  with  a  view  to  communi- 
cate to  Dim  that,  though  yon  are  asking  for  in- 
framation,  in  tmth  you  do  not  want  itt  There 
eoidd  be  no  other  reason  that  he  oonld  see. 
The  gentieman  has  aeiA  there  could  be  no  pre- 
oedent  for  this  misuon.  Ut.  K.  would  tell  him, 
in  reply,  that  such  a  case  had  never  ocomred, 
and  if  it  bad  not  occurred,  how  could  they  ex- 
pect to  find  a  precedent  for  itI  The  gentle- 
man itom  Kew  York  said,  a  case  might  present 
itself^  where  this  course  might  probably  bo 
thon^t  neoesBsiy;  but  Mr.  H.  said,  if  there 
was  any  ease  on  Uiis  earth  tiiat  presented  itself 
for  the  delitterations  of  freemen,  that  required 
a  fur  investigation  of  its  whole  oontents,  this 
was  one. 

What  was  it  they  were  about  to  dot  Mr, 
M.  said  he  woold  take  up  the  President's  Ian- 
gam,  and  on  that  he  would  view  the  matter, 

[Here  MJr.  M.  quoted  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  which  relates  to  the  missioa  to 
Panama.] 

ThU  was  what  the  Present  had  ssid,  and 
this  waa  the  foundation  of  all  this  inqniir,  thin 
argument,  this  expression  of  feeling,  this  brawl- 
ing fbr  the  qneetion.  Look  at  it  for  a  moment, 
^  what  waa  itt  -The  PrcMdent  saya  we  aro 
to  putake  in  the  deliberationa  of  this  Amphio- 
tytodc  connoil,  bnt  we  are  to  take  qieoial  oara 
not  to  violate  the  nentralitr  which  we  hold  to 
Epfli™^,  to  Bpi^  and  otliet  powers,    Ihii^  it 
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WM  nH,  y/a»  not  a  Holy  Alliance :  bnt,  if  it 
wu  not  a  bolj  one,  it  most  b«  anhol;. 

The  President  bad  told  na,  we  wer«  to  par- 
ticipate in  tbe  deliberations ;  «V0,  in  tbe  de- 
bates of  this  ConsreBaj  and  we  mnit,  there- 
fore, have  some  Nestor,  some  SocratM  tl^Mk 
■ome  philosopher  of  the  old  tjmea,  whoM  mind 
was  «o  trained  that  be  would  not  deriate  a 
biur's  breadth  from  tbe  line  of  oondnct  be 
OQght  to  pormo,  Tbia  waa  a  good  oanae,  Mr. 
M.  sadd,  why  thej  Bbonld  tnake  tb«  inaniry  in 
tbe  most  peremptory  manner,  whj  he  nad  ao- 
oepted  tbe  invitation.  We  oonld  not  poaaiUj 
interfere  in  their  ooncema  and  conclnaioni, 
withont  taking  part,  one  way  or  the  other; 
and  he  begged  leave  to  oall  tbe  attention  of  the 
Honae  to  tbe  langaage  of  one,  whose  apitlt 
perbapa  hovered  over  tbia  aaHmbly,  which  he 
waa  the  very  meaoB  of  fonn^ng:  thej  onght 
to  reflect  and  deliberate  000II7,  >gita(«d  Dy 
none  of  those  feelings  of  asperit j  towards  the 
powers  that  be;  neiUier  were  they  to  eulogize, 
tad  place  unbonnded  confidence  in  the  ume 
power;  but  the^  ahonld  act,  as  it  beoame 
Americans  to  act— as  Eepreaentalivee  of  a  free 
and  enlightened  people,  to  whom  they  were  to 
give  an  accoimtof  their  condnct;  as  well  aa 
to  that  tribonal,  to  the  bar  of  wbion  thej  mnat 
alL  sooner  or  later,  appear. 

[Here  Mr.  U.  qnoted  that  part  of  Waahing- 
ton's  Farewell  Addreaa,  which  telatea  to  the 
policy  to  be  pnrsned  by  America  towarda  for- 
eign powers.] 

Let  ns,  said  Ur.  U.,  be  free  from  entan^ing 
alliances;  let  as  be  distinct,  as  onr  motto  im> 
porta :  "  E  Flvribiu  Unvn  " — one  amongat 
many;  let  na  l>e  as  a  towering  beacon  to  man 
in  pursnit  of  liberty ;  bnt  never  let  na  mln^e 
In  the  difn>nte8  of  other  nations,  and  invfure 
otmelves  m  their  policy.  Our  distinot  ^toa- 
tJon  reqnir«  ns  to  take  oare  of  onr  own  oon- 
oems,  and  not  to  meddle  with  those  of  other 
nations. 

Why  were  we  to  send  UlniBters  there  t  The 
Fieddent  has  aaid  it  sbsU  be  done,  and  tbe 
gentleman  from  New  Tork  has  said,  we  onght 
to  have  unbonnded  faith.  Ur.  If.  aaid  be  waa 
no  BoeptJo;  be  bad  aa  mnch  faith  aa  that  gen- 
tleman conld  reasonably  expect,  in  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  tbon^  he  had  been 
denonnced  in  some  of  tbe  little  nireUng  l^inta, 
(he  did  not  allude  to  those  in  the  dty  of  Waah- 
ington,)  as  an  oppositionisL  He  repelled  the 
fool  charge.  Be  wonld  have  taken  the  same 
oonrse  he  bad  dona  if  he  had  been  raised  at 
tiie  foot  of  Qnincy  Hill ;  hot  beoanse  be  was  a 
Tennessean,  because  be  was  free,  and  waa  not 
ashamed  to  speak  what  he  thought  right,  be 
was  to  be  set  down  as  an  oppositionist.  He 
would,  he  sud,  support  the  Administration 
where  he  thon^bt  it  was  in  the  right,  and  be 
would  oppose  It  where  he  thonght  it  waa 
wrong;  and  be  wonld  have  opposed  the  ad- 
ministration of  his  friend.  General  Jackson, 
had  he  attuned  that  high  station,  with  the 
came  feeling  that  he  would  iLe  preeeut  Afli^in- . 


istratiMk,  if  be  believed  tbey  wwe  meHag 
wrong.  He  tielieved,  in  his  conscience,  and 
before  God,  they  ought  to  have  all  the  inbr- 
mation  on  this  subject;  all  that  tbe  Preeidait 
is  possessed  ot,  they  oogbt  to  have.  Tbtf 
have  been  forced,  prematurely,  Into  t)tia  qaet- 
Hon.  They  were  antidpating  the  measiii*  by 
nmning  into  the  Investigation  of  a  eahjaet  not 
befwe  them,  except  aa  it  wmild  c^terate  in  the 
minds  of  the  public,  or  acmewhere  elae,  and 
there  waa  no  use  in  it;  but  if  they  were  to 
have  information,  be  asked  for  tbe  whole  of  it ; 
and  if  this  waa  not  a  case  where  the  neoeesty 
existed  of  calling  on  the  Preddent,  he  wonld 
aak  tbe  gendeman  to  point  out  one  to  him 
where  it  would  exist.  It  was  tme,  be  thou^it, 
of  the  most  important  character  to  tbe  liber- 
tlee  of  tUa  ooontry;  and  there  was  not,  be 
imagined,  one  that  would  oome  within  th* 
gra^  <rf  the  hmuan  mind,  which  would  pr«- 


Hilherto,  Mr.  M.  said,  we  had  renudned  fr«* 
from  entangling  aUisnces;  we  stand  alone;  w« 
have  given  the  nations  of  the  South  tbe  reeos- 
nition  of  their  independence ;  we  have  given 
them  tbe  light  of  onr  experience ;  we  have  ex- 
tended the  right  hsnd  of  fellowship  to  thcan; 
and  what  more  bad  tbey  a  right  to  aak  or  ei- 
peot  at  onr  baodst  Bnt  now  we  are  to  be 
placed  in  a  different  ritnaticm.  The  Frendent 
has  pledged  himself  that  we  shall  meet  then 
in  tliis  ootmdl,  and  we,  the  BqtrwentotiTea  at 
the  peoi^e^  are  oaUog  tor  the  gronnda  on 
whlcui  tft«  solemn  promise  was  made^  Tluaa 
who  have  spoken  most  is  his  fkvor,  t^  he  ia 
willing  to  do  it,  but,  at  the  same  time,  tfaey  pat 
a kindof  nlent  adveriiBement  into  Ute  r«d»- 
tioD,  which  aaya,  don't  do  it.  Was  it  not  ri^it, 
Mr.  M.  aaid,  standing,  aa  we  did,  distinct  from 
all  the  nataons  of  tbe  eorUt,  that  we  shanld 
have  all  tbe  information  on  which  tbia  aidamt 
pledge  had  been  given?  Let  it  come,  and 
then,  be  might  be  one  of  tbe  first  to  say  that 
the  Preddent  had  the  best  reasons  fbr  pomdng 
the  course  be  bod  done.  All  the  difficnlliea  in 
his  mind  might  be  removed  when  it  was  pie- 
Beut«d;  but,  in  the  name  of  God,  let  than 
have  the  wholes  and  not  a  part  of  it.  If  tlM 
Preddent  had  thp  power  of  withholding  it 
DOW,  he  would  have  the  same  power  in  fatare, 
and  they  would  not  get  it  ICr.  M.  did  not  in- 
temi  to  coBunit  hlmsdf  as  to  tbe  oonrae  he 
should  pursue  In  relation  to  this  measure.  It 
mi^t  poidbly  h^pen  that  lif^t  might  come 
wUoh  would  dtsripata  the  mist  which  was  now 
spread  before  bia  eyes,  and.  be  should  then  be 
enabled  to  dedde  on  the  oonrae  he  waa  to 
take. 

Mr.  Thombos,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  ob- 
served, that  be  dionld  not  detdn  the  Hocm 
one  minute.  If  be  could  uree  with  his  ecd- 
leagae  (Mr.  lEroaAM)  as  to  the  constznctiwi  to 
be  given  to  the  restrictive  dansa  in  the  reeolu- 
tion,  he  should  vote  with  him:  bat  be  was  not 
of  omnion  that  that  clause,  where  it  ocean  bt 
tbe  fiiat  part  (tf  the  leeolution,  ooven  all  the 
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nHidae.  Thus  boweT«r,  said  Ur.  T.,  wm  not 
tba  reason  which  indaoed  me  to  take  the  floor 
at  tbia  Iftta  hour.  [It  w«i  hot  past  four 
o'dook.]  One  thought  had  sbnok  hhn,  which 
had  bevi  raggegted  by  s  very  vei^tj^  renmrk 
mtde  j'esteraaj  hj  the  genUeman  from  Dela- 
ware, (Jlr.  MoLiNB,)  who  observed,  that  it  was 
of  the  ntmoBt  oonseqTienoe  that  tbie  Oovem- 
neiit,  when  acting  towarda  foreign  nations, 
flhoold  present  a  fvm,  nnbroketi  fii^t  Now, 
snpporing  &o  wnendment  of  mj  ooUeagne  ' 


prevul,  and  the  reilriDtiTe  olanMk  where  it  last 
oooivs,  to  be  in  ooBMonenoe  >tri<A»n  ont;  sup- 
pose we  Pierident,  wften  he  reorfves  oar  on- 
qualifled  call,  as  to  the  oUects  of  tli«  Ooogrees, 
and  the  powers  of  onr  Ministsrs,  shall  refuse 
to  nwka  an;  oommnnioation  of  them.  We 
shall  then  have  to  eetUe  the  question,  whether 
HiSs  Bonse  shall  submit  to  snch  refliMl,  or 
whe^er  it  shall  repeat  its  application  to  the 
President.  Two  oo-ordinate  branches  of  the 
GoyemmeDt  will  then  be  brooght  face  to  faoe, 
[n  open  conflict.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T,,  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  D17  ootmby  placed  in  aodh  an  atti- 
tude b^ore  tlie  worid ;  and  that  I  may  give  no 
pMsible  pret«xt  for  a  contest  of  thb  sort,  I 
afaall,  though  relootantiy,  T0t6  ag^nst  tlie 
unendment  of  inj  ooUeaane. 

Ur.  Flotd  then  took  ^e  floor.  He  observed 
that,  as  there  had  been  already  two  calls  for 
the  previons  question,  he  was  warned  to  say 
bnt  littie  now.  He  was  at  a  loss,  for  his  part, 
in  what  attitude  this  call  fbr  information  was 
now  to  be  ooofddered.  He  beUeved  that  aU 
agreed  that  the  subject  was  new,  when  it  first 
Ditme  np.  One  genUemati  &om  Loniriana  has 
made  a  speech  very  lo^oelly  on  the  subject — 
b«  t«lls  Qs,  said  Mr.  F.,  thj^  our  tGnisters  are 
to  go  to  Famuna  to  make  a  figure;  that  it  will 
be  a  great  qwotade;  that  we  are  to  exhibit 
jarselvea  to  tlie  Spanish  provinces,  and  to  all 
E^orope,  as  a  speotade.  On  this  he  would  say 
%  litue  more  presently.  In  the  meanwhile,  we 
ire  admonished  that  we  must  be  twy  remee^l 
K>  the  President  of  the  United  States.  We  are 
not  to  ask  any  thing  too  rudely.  We  must  sit 
tiere  and  take  Just  mob  information  as  he 
pleases  to  communicate,  and  no  more.  We 
irere  told  yesterday,  by  one  gentleman,  a  mem- 
Mr  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affurs,  that 
le  had  been  present,  eoostantly,  during  every 
noment  of  the  session  of  that  committee,  and 
2iat  not  one  word  wa*  said  about  applying  to 
:he  President  for  this  information:  but  that 
be  ehatrmsn  of  that  committee  hod  given 
ihem  to  understand — "informally,"  he  be- 
ieved,  he  did  not  know  whether  that  was  the 
txaot  phrase,  "  eeml-offldalfy,"  perti^M — that 
;he  President  had  Mdd,  as  soon  as  the  resotu- 
3on  should  pass  the  Senate,  he  would  then 
uake  a  communication  t«  the  House ;  and  all 
ire  good  friends  of  the  Administration  think 
t  is  respectful  and  proper  to  wait  his  good 
>leasure.  How  is  it,  then,  tiiat  this  question 
iM  now  taken  a  difitmnt  tnmt  A  gentleman 
tom  Kentucky,  who,  I  suppose,  is  better  ao- 


qusinted  than  we,  in  these  matters,  has  told  us 
that  we  most  whip  the  Senate,  and  urge  them 
ou,  when  tbey  do  not  sabserve  the  proper  ends 
which  the  Prewdent  has  in  view ;  that  we  must 
send  tliese  documents  abroad  to  the  people,  and 
let  public  opinion  react  and  coerce  the  Senate. 
This  la  the  idea,  it  seems.  The  same  thing  was 
told  us  by  the  genttemsn  from  Louisiana  \  and 
that  he  expeot«d  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  interfering  widi 
the  treaty-making  power.  And  is  it  to  be  ex- 
pected, E^d  Mr.  F.,  tliat  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives is  to  be  arrayed  against  tJie  Btoiatef 
And  for  what  purpose?  Because  the  Senate 
does  not  enbserve  the  President's  purpose  I 
That  is  the  truth  of  it.  Has  the  gentleman 
from  Loniaiana  aacerttuned  that  the  palace 
guards  have  been  overthrown!  That  the  Prte- 
torian  cohorts  ha^e  fledt  Or,  will  he,  like 
Ctesar,  say  to  the  Senate,  if  you  won't  go,  I 
will  take  the  tenth  le^on,  and  go  alone — to 
make  a  spectaolel  The  gentleman  has  told  us 
that  Ur.  Serjeant,  the  gentleman  named  for  the 
mission,  is  a  patriot,  a  great  lawyer,  and  a  man 
of  talents.  I  believe  it^-at  least  the  two  last. 
We  »n  acqudnted  with  the  gentieman  here. 
We  knew  mm  as  the  great  cfiamplon  of  the 
JGssourl  question,  which  the  Speaker  bad  the 
honor  to  introdnoe  into  this  Eoub&  in  wbich 
he  was  supported  by  Ur.  Eiho,  in  the  Senate, 
who  is  at  present  our  Minbter  at  London. 
That  was  a  really  important  question — more  so 
than  this.  Sir,  I  thought,  then,  that  if  tbat 
question  had  been  preswd  fkrther  than  it  wafv 
it  would  have  put  an  end  to  this  Union ;  and  I 
still  tUnk,  that,  if  these  gentlemen  had  carried 
their  point,  the  Union  would  have  been  gone. 
We  should  have  made  a  spectacle  no  more.  A 
great  Hpeotaole  I  The  gentiemao  tells  ns  a 
great  deal  about  national  gratitude.  Twenty- 
sii  millions  of  people  are  to  rise  np,  and  to  in- 
vite us  to  come  and  make  a  figure.  Sir,  I  am 
not  in  favor  of  sending  Minist«»  there  to  make 
a  spectacle. 

Ait«r  some  observations  in  reference  to  the 
obligations  of  neutrality,  Mr.  F.  said,  that,  by 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  among  these 
Spanish  provinces,  it  is  proposed  to  invite  all 
the  States  of  America  to  assemble  in  Congress, 
there  to  form  a  union,  ofi%nsive  and  defensive 
— for  that  is  the  amount  of  it,  though  not  the 
precise  words.  The  gentieman  would  send 
Ministers  there  to  make  a  speotaole — to  wit- 
ness all  the  burning  lava  that  may  issue  from 
that  crater.  If  we  are  to  do  this — if  we  are 
to  enter  into  a  confederaf^y  with  these  States, 
what  shsU  we  not  have  reason  to  apprehend] 
The  coustitntion  has  granted  to  this  House  the 
power  to  make  peaoe  and  war.  But  by  these 
arrangements  at  Panama,  we  may  be  brought 
into  war  with  any  power  that  sh^  go  to  war 
with  either  of  these  States  of  South  America. 
If  any  one  among  them  break  the  treaty, 
forthwith  we  are  at  war.  That  would  be  an- 
other spectacle.  Can  I  consent  to  thatt  And 
do  gentlttnen  expect  that  I  will  undertake  tu 
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decide  on  tint  qseetion  with  len  informatian  to 
goide  m«  than  the  Preddent  has  pveii  to  tbe 
Senate  L  No,  or.  The  Prerident  moat  nve 
me  tbe  same  light  lie  gave  to  them.  Bat 
It  is  Bud  the  President  doee  not  ask  our  (pin- 
ion ;  and  tliat  it  is  gratuitous,  on  onr  part,  to 
interfere.  Recollect,  tar,  the  Senaton  of  the 
Doited  States  are  not  mere  maebinea,  and  oom- 


■pooaiUe  to  them. 

I  hope  some  JAmoa  will  be  found  fat  that 
bodj  to  develop  to  the  people  the  tme  de- 
sign of  this  misBlon,  which  some  gentlemen 
■e«n  to  be  «o  amiooB  to  conceal  from  the  na- 
tlon.  No  one  knows  better  than  the  gentle- 
man from  LoolHiana  the  effect  of  «ooh  a  dia- 
olosnre. 


senses  whether  he  can  believe  that  Uiaisters 
were  to  be  sent  to  this  Oongreas  for  the  ordi- 
nary purposes  of  a  foreign  miisioa  (  The 
Booth  American  Govenunents  send  to  onr 
Seoretarj  of  State  an  inTttatlon  to  atl«nd  this 
Oongreas.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  directed, 
by  tAc  President,  to  reply,  that  we  will  attend 
it.  Their  Ministers  wnte  back,  and  say,  "  This 
ia  all  Tery  well — we  shall  be  happy  to  see  yon." 
Sfr,  I  am  Ha  jnncb  attached  to  the  oanse  of 
Spanish  liberty  as  other  gentlemen ;  yet  with 
me,  my  own  country  ia  to  be  preferred  Wore 
ftll  others.  Suppose  the  famous  Oongreas  at 
Fauama  shall  contemplate  the  conquest  of  Ouba 
or  Porto  Rico,  I  put  it  to  the  gentleman, 
whether  he  wonld  eonaeiit  to  be  a  party  to  itf 
Whatever  he  may  consent  to,  I  certainly  shall 
not.  I  am  not  going  to  oompromit  the  peace 
of  this  oonntry,  and  nm  aU  the  risks  of  a  for- 
eign allianoe.  As  (br  the  Holy  Alliec,  if  they 
choose  to  remain  quiet,  and  muage  their  own 
affairs  in  their  own  way,  I  have  so  objection 
to  their  dobg  so.  I  am  not  disposed  to  under- 
take to  foroe  them  to  be  repnblics:  Bat,  it 
appears  by  the  argmuents  of  the  gentleman, 
that  onr  Ministers  are  to  produce  some  change 
in  these  people's  religion — they  are  to  be  a  sort 
of  missionaries,  and  to  bring  them  over  from 
the  Catholic  faith.  Now,  air,  unlike  the  gen- 
tleman from  Loainana,  I  would  as  soon  tiiey 
should  be  Catholics  as  any  thing  else.  That  is 
their  own  affair :  it  belongs  to  their  own  con- 
soienoe,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 
But  the  gentleman  is  for  teaching  them  the 
principles  of  toleration.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
nad  better  begin  and  send  hia  Ministera  to 
Maryland,  where  men  are  oat  off  from  the  en- 
joyment of  civil  rights,  on  account  of  Ih^ 
reiieioas  faith,  (onless  some  change  has  been 
made  this  wintw.)  A  gentleman  near  me  says 
the  some  is  the  case  InNorth  Carolina;  and,  m 
Tennessee,  unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  no 
man  is  allowed  to  hold  any  public  office,  who 
does  not  allow  the  existence  of  a  God,  or  who 
disbelieves  the  authenticity  of  the  Bible.  And 
yet  the  Representatives  of  these  very  States 
tell  us  we  must  go  to  Soutli  America,  to  teaoh 


Umi  toleration  and  nUgions  liberty,  ^usn 
don't  praotiae  them  onrselvta, 

Another  gentleman  tdls  ua,  that  we  mat  p 
there  t«  give  effloaoy  to  the  mesM^  o(  tin  IM 
Prendent  Uohtosl  aboat  not  seemg,  vith  ii- 
difference,  the  indqi«ndenae  of  then  Blitei 
assailed— which  aentiment,  it  it  wi,  enj- 
body  q^nred.  Si,  I  was  then  in  tbe  Hinat, 
and  recoQeot,  Hut,  amkbt  all  the  wiid  ind  a- 
tliDsiastic  moTsmenta  which  then  took  plui^  d- 
thonf^  I  agreed  to  the  augment  in  tbe[(^ 


Umted  States  by  his  decJaratioDB.    But  lb 
qtdte  different;  then,  the pec^tf 


son  to  suppose  that  they  wonld  be  for  jot- 
ing  their  triomphs  on  this  mde  Ihs  Atlinfic 
Here,  then,  was  eanse  enou^  whj  w«  theoU 
be  inclined  to  defend  the  osnee  of  Sorii 
American  hberty,  becanse  it  mi^t  obniUlb 
necesuty  of  ultimately  defending  onr  on 
But,  even  in  such  a  case,  I  would  not  nHj 
commit  the  peace  of  my  country. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ths  moUa 
of  Mr.  IsoEAif  to  refer  Mr.  Hunuoii'i  ihoI*- 
tion  to  a  Select  Conuoittee,  with  instndicain 
strikeout  the  olanse  which  reserves  to  tbiFnt- 
ident  the  discretion  ot  conunnnicatiug  to  hkn^ 
of  tlie  infbnnation  called  for,  as  ba  nuj-jodl) 
not  consistent  wiHi  the  public  inftfHl  <» « 
oommanioMed,  where  that  clause  ^^  1«  w 
powers  to  be  given  to  the  MiDi8tOT,&c;  w 
was  dedded  by  yeaa  and  nays,— W  to  » 

So  the  moti««  to  noommit  wss  negitind. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  the  miiii  "*' 
lation.  as  amended  on  the  motion  of  Ur.TB- 
sntK,  in  the  following  form ; 

"fiHolMd;  That  the  Prendent  be  i«(!i«'»12 
cause  to  be  laid  befbre  tMsEoDsesaiiiiic>>(<^ 
correspondence  between  the  Govemnieiii  of  <>* 
United  Sutea  and  Qm  new  States  of  Amw*^ 
their  Hiniiters,  reopacdng  the  prapoied  ftsp* 
or  meeUng  of  Dipiomatio  Agents,  si  ^""""1^ 
such  Infonnatioa  respecdag  the  general  dnw 
of  that  sipeotsd  Conjrraai,  as  msy  be  in  '■■Mj''^ 
don,  and  as  may,  in  hia  o^Bion,  ba  comona"* 
witboat  pr«u£ce  to  the  public  inMre»t;MOW 
to  inform  the  House,  so  tkr 
public  interest  may  allow,  in 


in  ld«  opuio'i  *• 
puDUi;  luwreBt  maj  ujow,  m  ^gird  W  ■''*Vrj 
jeclB  the  Agents  of  the  Cnitcd  St«te«  «re  "I*^ 
to  take  part,  hi  the  deUbentioiis  of  tUt  (» 
gress." 

Art«r  faieffbotoal  motitKis  to  s4J°™>i,^|i^ 
a  caU  of  the  House,  the  question  on  tt»»»P" 
of  the  reeolntion,  as  amended,  was  A'"^'*" 
by  yeas  and  B^B,  and  decided  in  the  affinnitff^ 
as  fcdlowB : 

Yxia.-~lUun.  Adsmi  of  N.  T.,  Adduwrf^- 
Anderaon,  Buley,  Badger,  Mdwin,  B«rb«r  ofOrtS 
Barney,  Bajlies,  Beecher,  Boone.  B«'''i  **? 
Burgee,  Campbell,  Carter,  CassedT,  dutawj 
CUrla,  Cook,  Crowninibield,  DtTii,  I**'!^ 
Dwlgbt,  Eastmu,  Kslill,  Evereu,  Kadtajol  ww 
Forsyth,  Fowli(dh  Gani»n,  Goran,  QwVj,  W 
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MOQck,  Hajden.  Heal?,  HempUll,  Henlok,  Hlnes, 
Sobut,  Hugniiln,  Bnnyihrej,  Ingenoll,  Infbua, 
leimlDga  of  IndLui*,  JobuMs  of  N.  T.,  Jndm 
lohntoD,  Fnuioia  Jobnsoii,  EeUogg,  Ken,  Eidder, 
LAvreDce,  Latcher,  T.iTmnln^  Uttle,  Locke,  Htl- 
mrj,  Markell,  KutiDdala.  Uutin,  Uurin  of  S.  T., 
ir&ttockB,  HcDuffie,  l(cE«u>,  Hctuie  of  DeUwue, 
tcLetu  or  Ohio,  HcUtiitu,  Henrin  of  Codil,  Uet- 
:»Ue,  Killer  of  N.  T.,  HUler  of  Fk.,  IGner,  John 
Mitchell,  HitclieU  of  HaryUnd,  Hltchell  of  S.  0., 
tfoore  of  Alabama,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Orr,  Owen, 
?e»f<x,  FeCer,  Phelpi,  ForWr,  Beed,  Hose,  Bom, 
fauids,  Sloaae,  Bprague,  BteTcDBOo  of  Ya.,  Btom, 


rocker  of  B.  0.,  Tan  Home,  Tan  BeoHelaer,  Yaace, 
Tuiaam,  Terplanok,  T^ton,  Waka,  Ward,  Web- 
ter,  Whipple,  White,  Whittemgre,  WhittleMj, 
VicklilTe,  WilUama,  James  Wilion,  Henry  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wolf;  Wood  of  N.  T.,  Woode  of 
)bio,  Wrwbt,  Waii«,  Toung— lU. 

Kaib jCeam.  Aleiaader  of  Yir^nia,  Aleian- 

ler  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Abton,  Aa- 
'el,  Archer,  Barbonr  of  Virginia,  Baesett,  Blair, 
irraii,  Csrfon,  Cocke,  Conner,  Detta,  Drayton, 
Edwards  of  H.  C,  Floyd,  Hamilton,  Hajnes,  Hoff- 
aan.  Holmes,  Honiton,  Isacks,  Eremer,  LecompEe, 
<aagom,  Harable,  UcOoy,  McNeill,  Hercer,  Msrrl- 
rether,  Hitofaell  of  Tcuneuee,  Koore  of  Eentuoky, 
lamer,  Polk,  SaondaM,  BawyeT,  Smhh,  Thompson 
■r  Oeo.,  WHson  of  S.  C— 40. 

8o  the  reeolntion  was  agreed  to,  and  &e  Honse 
Ldjoomed  to  iloaiay. 

JlojiBA.T,  February  6. 

Vr.  GxoBOB  W.  Obitvf,  a  munber  from  "Vlr- 
^ia,  elected  in  the  place  of  Xx.  Rasbolpk,  ap- 
leared,  was  awom,  and  took  hia  aeaL 
Mimivnlo  QwiUmata. 

Mr.  KxtiD  moved  to  amend  the  biH,  by  ia- 
«rting  a  provbion  "  for  the  oatflt  and  one  year'a 
alary  of  a  Uinister  to  Central  Amoica. "  [The 
ffect  of  thia  amendment,  if  it  Boooeaded,  would 
«  to  send  a  UinUter,  instead  of  a  Ohargi  dee 
L&irae,  to  Guatemala.] 

Hr.  Ftatd  said,  when  aai  iDteroonrse  with 
he  Govemmenta  of  the  Sooth  was  about  oom- 
n«iciDg,  it  seemed  to  be  donbted,  wheUier  It 
roB  not  proper,  withont  waiting  for  Hinirtera 
rom  them,  to  aeud  a  KInister  to  each  of  them, 
fhis  ceremony  had,  in  relation  to  several  of 
boae  Qovemmenta,  been  gone  through.  Last 
'ear,  appropriations  were  made  for  the  salaries 
nd  OQtGta  of  Oharg6  dea  Affaires  to  Qnatemala 
ind  Pem,  and  Ministere  of  the  first  grade  were 
lot  sent,  becanae  they  had  not  sent  UinUtere  to 
IS.  Knee  that  time,  however,  a  Uinister  had 
irrived  here  fhtrn  Guatemala,  uid  Ur.  F. 
honght  we  ought  to  eend  a  l^nlster  there  in 
'etnrn.  Tbfa  new  Kepnblio  had  given  ao  many 
naniftstations  of  a  desire  for  the  most  friendly 
Qteroonrse  with  ne,  that  it  was  a  respect  dne  to 
ler  to  send  to  her  a  Minister  of  eqoal  grade  with 
he  one  whidi  she  had  sent  to  ns.  He  was  not 
mpared  to  say  how  far  this  role  should  be  ex- 
enoed,  or  how  fiu-  the  By«l«m  of  sending  Minis- 
en  to  those  Governments  should  be  oontiaaed, . 


He  had  hereto&re  had  occasion  to  eipreSH  to  the 
Hoose  his  opinion  that  so  many  Ministers  as  we 
now  have  abroad  would  not  be  always  neoee- 
sary.  AAer  diplomatic  relations  were  onoe 
eetabliabed  with  Gnatomola,  he  did  not  know 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  a  Minister 
there.  At  present^  however,  jostioe  and  cour- 
tesy appeared  to  him  to  require  that  we  shonld 
meet  on  equal  terms  the  advanoes  made  by 
Guatemala, 

Mr.  Wkbbikb  add  he  wanted  information  mi 
this  snl^ect,  which  be  supposed  it  wae  in  the 
power  either  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Selationa,  or  of  the  Chdrman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  give.  H9 
had  heard  it  ssid  that  it  was  tba  intention  of 
the  Qovemment  to  reduce  the  grade  of  all  the 
miseions  to  South  America  to  that  i^  Ciurgi 
dee  A&irea.  He  hoped  some  gentleman  wotud 
have  It  in  his  power  to  give  die  House  infoim»- 
tion  on  this  siitjeet. 

Mr.  MoLun  sud,  that  the  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  wayi  and  Means,  was  in  oon- 
formlty  with  the  views  of  the  Department  of 
State,  as  understood  by  the  Oommittee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  At  the  last  searion,  or  the  session 
beftire,  the  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of  For- 
eign Relaliona  had  introdnced  a  resolution,  in- 
structinR  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  redndog  the  ex- 
poDse  of  for^gn  intercourse.  On  that  oooadtai 
a  letter  had  been  addressed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  Department  of  State, 
and  information  bad  been  received,  in  answer, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Eieoutive  to 
reduce  the  grade  of  theee  missions  ss  soon  ss  it 
conld  be  conveniently  done — if  not  in  that  year, 
in  the  next  year,  ^ore  this  bill  was  reported, 
Mr.  MoL.  said,  he  had  an  interview  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  remeotins  theee  appropria- 
tions.  I  ondwrtood  from  de  Secretary,  sold 
Mr.  MoL.,  that,  according  to  the  views  of  the 
Department,  two  grades  of  di^omatic  agents 
bad  been  established— that  of  IQiusier  Plenipo- 
tentiary, and  that  of  Otiai^  des  AflUres,  and 
that  it  was  not  contemplated  to  send  a  mJiiitftr 
of  higher  grade  than  the  second  to  aoyoUiMr 
places  than  those  named  in  the  bill ;  and,  ao- 
oording  to  this  dispodlion,  Pem  and  Gnatemala 
were  placed  amongst  those  Governments  to 
which  Ministers  of  tne  second  grade  were  to  be 
senL  This  was  all  the  information,  Mr.  MoL, 
add,  which  he  was  able  to  give  on  this  snl^eot. 

Mi.  Fobstib  t^  that  the  resolotion  referred 
to  by  the  gentJeman  from  Delaware,  had  been 
offered  by  nim,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  and 
not  in  his  capacity  <rf  a  member  of  the  Oommit- 


partment  of  State.  He  understood,  howevo-, 
that  it  was  supposed  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
^Executive  to  nidnoe  all  oar  diplomatic  ftu)atio&- 
aries  in  America  to  the  grade  of  Charge  des  Af- 
fitires.  He  was  glad  to  hear  it:  for  he  was  per- 
fectly aatisfied  that  now  we  have  Ministers  of 
the  higher  grade  where  the  maintenance  of  % 
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put,  U  GhilL  What  he  hu  Aona,  wiiA  Hi.  F., 
I  know  not.  I  bave  not  heard,  however,  taj 
thing  of  a  MlniBter  bein^  sent,  in  rotnni,  from 
ttiot  ooantrj  to  this.  Eu  own  immarion  waa, 
Mr.  F.  nid,  that  there  are  points  in  Sooth  Amer- 
ioa  where  UinisUn  maj  be  neoeaear]' ;  bnt  he 
did  not  cWLoeive  that  the^  were  neecwaryat  all 
points.  Onr  relations  with  those  OoTemmenta 
ware  not  sach  as  to  require  diplomatio  agenla 
(^ that  grade  to  Im  sent  to Uiem.  Tbeprindpal 
aromnent  in  &Tor  of  sending  Ministers  was,  he 
bdieved,  founded  on  Uie  idea  of  ooorteq'  to  the 
Sonthem  Kataona,  which  some  enppoaed  to  re- 
aoire  agents  of  that  grade  U>  be  sent  to  open 
Aploinatic  interconrse  with  them.  ASlec  this 
«wemonj  had  been  performed  b;  the  Uinister 
to  ChiU,  Mr.  F.  had  supposed  that  be  woold  be 
withdrawn,  and  a  Chuv6  dee  Afiaires  sent  in 
Us  ^aoe.  Whj'  this  bad  not  been  done,  Mr.  F. 
OonM  not  tell. 

Mr.  Fion  said,  tJiat  no  Unisters  had  been 
received  here  from  Bnenoe  AyTea  or  Cbiii,  bat 
to  these  Ooremments  the  united  States  bad 
thon^t  proper  to  send  Minirten;  andof  oonrse, 
be  should  nippoee,  in  a  oase  where  a  Miidster 
bod  been  aotoallT  received  from  tme  of  those 
Governments,  a  Miniater  would  be  sent  in  re- 
turn. Oenlnd  America,  he  tbonght,  waa  an  im- 
portant State,  from  its  peonliar  portion,  and 
ongbt  to  be  treated  at  least  with  the  same  re- 
■peot  which  she  lud  tendered  to  ns.  How  far 
it  would  be  propw  to  continue  a  Minister  there, 
be  knew  not.  what  was  the  intenti<M  of  tbe 
^«rident  <m  the  satjeot,  the  gentleman  from 
MaMaehnsetts  prolwiuy  knew  at  least  mi  well 
at  he  did.  This  was  a  cas^  however,  in  whieb 
be  tboDgbt  every  one  might  jndge  for  himself. 

Mr.  TmMBU  said  bia  liitdividnal  feeling  wonld 
tndaoe  him  to  vote  for  tbe  propodtaou  of  the 
gentleman  S^om  Viivinia,  bnt  he  waa  not  vot 
■nre  tbat  that  would  be  ue  wiseet  oonrse.  He 
waa  verj  well  aatisfled  that  we  ought,  at  all 
times,  to  keep  a  KGniater  in  Meiioo  and  Oolom- 
Ua,  of  the  first  grade.  Whether  this  was 
neoessary  at  the  oapitsla  of  the  other  Statea, 
was  a  mHtt«T  for  conaideratdon.  He  had  beard, 
not  aa  from  the  Chairman  of  tbe  Committee  of 
Foreign  ReUtionH,  nor  at  this  session  of  Oon- 
erees,  that  some  of  llioee  Oovemme&ts  tbonght 
it  advisable  not  to  have  MlniHten  of  tbe  higbwt 
grade  sent  to  them,  from  considerationa  baving 
reference  to  tbeir  own  peculiar  situation,  the 
state  of  tbeir  fioanoes,  Ac.  He  took  it  for 
granted  that,  fn  oasee  where  tbe  Executive 
proposed  to  send  to  any  one  of  these  Gorem- 
mente  a  Minister  <d  grade  Inferlw  to  that  (^ 
the  Minister  which  they  sent  to  us,  tbe  Depart- 
ment of  State  liad  aaoertdned,  beforehand, 
wbat  would  be  acceptable  to  that  Government 
He  presumed  aora^  snch  commnnioation  had 
taken  place  in  the  present  obse ;  and  be  should, 
therefore,  be  opposed  to  the  emendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Floid's 
toDtion,  and  decided  In  tbe  n^ative. 


[fkmui,Ull 

Borne  conversation  then  took  place  onSa 
item  of  thirty  thousand  dollaia,  for  oo!itiD|Hl 
expenses  of  foreign  tniidoiis  abroad,  theiBiiDt 
of  which,  Mr.  Yawrra  tiiongbt  mavtmAi 
large,  in  comparison  with  the  qipnnriiAHi 
of  former  years.  Mr.  MoLun  eipliued  b 
disparity,  as  being  prodnoed  by  the  incnaei 
nnmber  of  those  miasions,  and  tbe  redneil 
amoont  of  the  nne^ended  balance  d  thit  finl 
in  this  year.  Mr.  Wood,  as  Chunuii  of  tl* 
Committee  aa  Fxpenditnres  in  the  Dqurtwd 
of  State,  bore  testimony  to  die  niMMmt 
manner  in  which  tlioee  aooonnts  vwe  kHm 
and  kept,  and  to  the  regularity  ud  tmaan 
of  the  receipts  and  Toneher^  fur  the  four  tnk 
past  that  it  had  been  his  duty  to  bare  pdwd 
cognizance  of  tbe  snlject  Homotaaoiwilli' 
from  this  oonverHBtion. 

PottmatUr  OtnmiPi  Balatji. 

The  item  of  foor  thousand  ioOirt,  for  lb 
salary  of  the  Postmaster  General,  nextcomiif 
under  the  conaderation  of  the  Eodb«— 

Mr.  NawTOK  moved  to  strike  out  fi"  ati 
insert  Jh«  thousand  dollars,  as  tbe  ummil  cf 
salary  for  the  Postmaster  GeuersL  It  ii  nui- 
lese  for  me,  aaid  Ur.  N.,  to  stita  tbit  lU 
officer  merits  Oiis  inorease  of  his  hIut;  I^ 
when  be  took  obargs  of  the  Fast  Offi«t  '^^ 
chaos — and  that  he  has,  by  bis  tthoti  » 
Bssidiiity,  reduced  it  to  order;  thathelaiwf 
mented  its  Inoome,  and  pud  off  its  debt*,  ti  fx 
game  time  that  its  operations  have  beffl  gi**^ 
multiplied  and  extended.* 

Mr,  Cook  sn^^ited  that  the  comwiwSoii 
of  the  Postmaster  General  is  filed,  bf  I  po" 
manent  law,  at  four  tboosand  ^^^^  I|^^ 
nom,  and  that  the  appropriation  propMw  ■? 
the  bill  only  conformed  to  the  1«».  He  « 
himself  decidedly  of  opinion  that  tbe  HnM 
ot  the  Postmaster  General  have  been  swM" 
hb  labor  each,  as  to  entitle  him  to  i  ^ 
ctaupensation  than  that  which  the  liv  Uv** 
to  him.  Tbe  better  way  to  aooOTipM  t™ 
ottJect,  however,  wonld  be  to  introdwi »™' 
on  tbe  sul^Jeot.  If  it  oould  be  MOMnP^'™]!' 
the  way  proposed,  he  wonld  cheerfoDj™* 
fbrit:  for  be  had  some  knowledge,  »rf»"* 
every  member  of  this  Honse,  ofmimpw*"' 
of  the  serrioes  of  the  Postmaster  GeMiil--W 
were  not  exoeeded  in  value  by  ti(s« «  W 
other  ofBcer  under  this  GovKnmMit.  H»»" 
entitled  to  prwse  for  them,  and  io  tbottw*' 
of  his  ooantry.  ___rf 

Mr.  Amtom  said  it  was  oertainly  "fPSJf 
to  attei^t  to  augment  the  salary  o'  'r  ^^ 
master  General  by  an  amendmwit  to  tbu  »^ 
and  he  doubted  very  mooh,  if  the  «ii«D™«? 
were  made,  as  proposed,  whether  tba  W* 
master  General  would  derive  any  W''"'S 
from  it :  for  the  law  defines  the  amoimi «  " 
compensation,  and  the  aooountiDg  office*  ^ 
abide  by  that  law,  without  reference  to  «" 
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amoanli  of  tLppropriaitiou.  ICr.  A.  said  he 
believed  th&t  uie  preseat  FostzasBter  Oener&I 
is  08  good  an  officer  tu  we  have  in  tlie  Govern- 
ment. Thatj  however,  was  not  to  determine 
tiie  qneotion  involved  in  Uiis  amendment.  The 
qneetion  was,  is  the  sum  now  allowed  bj  law, 
an  adeqaate  salary  for  the  office  of  FoatmasteT 
Generut  If  eo,  let  him  receive  it,  and  no 
more.  The  amoont  is  what  he  was  to  receive 
irhenhe  aooeptod  the  office;  hat,  beoanee  he 
had  done  his  antj  better  tbaa  those  who  had 
gone  before  him,  it  was  now  propoaad  to  in- 
crease his  Balary.  Hr,  A.  did  not  think  this  a 
ocvrect  principle  to  act  npon  in  regard  to  the 
oonipensatioD  of  pablio  serrante. 

Kt.  Oook  made  some  farther  obeerrations, 
indicadve  of  his  desire  to  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment, if  it  could  be  properl;  introdaoed  into 
this  bill.  He  spoke  of  the  evideace  afforded 
bj  official  reports,  and  bj  his  own  personal 
observation,  of  his  labors,  of  the  deTotion  of 
l£r,  UoLkak  to  his  public  duties.  He  believed, 
lie  said,  that  the  Postmaster  General  performed 
more  labor  than  anv  other  officer  onder  the 
Government  and  labor  as  interesting  to  the 
oonntry  as  that  of  any  other  officer. 

]£r.  NKwroiT  eaii  he  did  not  wish  to  embar- 
rsBs  this  bill  b;  taj  proposition  likely  to  be 
questioned,  and  he  therefore  withdrew  his 
motion :  bat  he  oertainlf  should  introdnoe  it 
to-morrow,  in  the  form  of  a  distinct  propod- 
tion. 

JfoHDAT,  FebraaiT  18. 

Jfiwol  ApprmriaUon   BiU— Support   <^  iKe 

iMtria  Oolot¥g  Agmt^. 

The  Knue  then  puaed  to  the  orders  of  the 
d»j. 

Whereupon,  Ur.  UoLark,  of  Delaware, 
moved  to  postpone  all  the  oraers  which  pre- 
ceded the  Navf  Apprt^riation  BUI.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Honse  went 
Into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Ur.  Mabelby 
{n  the  chair,  on  that  bill. 

On  the  item  appropriating  $100,000  "fbrtlie 
■geno7  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  reJteiving  the 
negroes,  mnlattoea,  and  persons  of  color,  de- 
livered from  on  board  vessels  seized  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  dave  trade,  bf  oommanders 
of  the  TJnitod  States  armed  vessels" — 

Mr.  MoLane  observed,  that  this  enn)  had  not 
been  recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  hut  was  the  som  required  by  the 
Navy  Department  In  investigating  the  sub- 
ject, the  eommitt«e  had  been  of  opinion  that 
a  smaller  som  wonld  be  sufficienL  It  was  not 
ttst  them  to  entor  into  the  question  of  the  ez- 
pedienoy  of  the  law.  That  was  a  question  to 
be  considered  by  the  Honse.  As  long  as  it 
remains  in  force,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  commit- 
tee to  report  such  a  sum  as  is  requisite  to 
carry  the  law  into  effect  The  bill  to  which 
be  referred  was  passed  in  1810,  in  addition  to 
the  provisions  of  a  previous  act  for  the  snp- 
preaeion  of  the  slave  trade.    It  allowed  ships 


of  the  United  States  to  capture  vessels  under 
the  American  flag,  engaged  in  that  traffic.  It 
gave  a  bounty  on  all  slaves  so  captured,  and 
provided  that  the  captives  should  be  retnmed 
to  their  native  country,  and  should  be  support- 
ed in  the  meanwhile  at  the  public  expense.  It 
established  an  agency  on  tbe  coast  of  Africa, 
where  these  retuhied  captives  were  to  be  re- 
ceived, and  to  be  kept  until  it  should  be  dis- 
covered to  what  nation  they  belonged.  At 
the  last  seeuon  of  Congress,  the  President  sent 
a  message,  in  which  he  ioformed  the  Honse 
that  he  had  appointed  two  agents  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  and  the  agency  continued  until  1828, 
when  auotjier  appropriation  of  fifty  thousand 
dolkra  was  made  for  the  further  execution  of 
the  law,  and  the  same  system  still  continued, 
being  based  on  the  law  of  1S19.  The  Com* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  supposed  that  it 
wonld  be  most  proper  to  amiropriate  at  this 
time  for  the  present  year  only,  leaving  it  for 
Congress  to  say  wheuier  the  system  shall  or 
shall  not  be  continued.  Should  it  even  be  d»- 
cided  that  the  system  should  cease  altc^ther, 
some  appropriation  would  still  be  requisite^ 
as  the  negroes  already  transported  must  be 
supported,  and  the  oontraote  entered  into  mnat 
be  fulfilled.  The  committee  had  thought 
thirty-two  thonsand  dollars  would  be  a  suf- 
floient  appropriation  at  this  time,  that  being 
the  amount  of  a  previous  balanoe,  whi^  not 
being  expended  within  two  years  after  it  was 
appropriated,  had  been  carried,  of  oonrse,  to 
the  sun>luB  fnnd. 

Hr.  UcL.  then  stated  ^^  datA  on  which  tlie 
estimate  had  been  made.  Eight  thonsand  dol- 
lars wonld  be  required  to  support  the  slaves 
now  on  hand,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  the  agents,  and  twenty-ona 
thousand  to  transport  four  hundred  and  tw^i^ 
n^roes  to  Africa.  (Sixty  dollars  is  the  aver- 
age price  for  transporting  a  negro  on  board  the 
slave  ships.  The  above  cslonlstion  is  made  at 
much  leas.)  It  was  not  probable,  however, 
that  the  whole  number  wonld  be  retomad 
within  the  present  year.  He  then  moved  to 
fill  the  blank  with  Uilrty-two  thousand  dollars, 

Ur,  LrviN&STOK  asked  If  any  proviaon  waa 
mode  In  this  calculation  for  the  eventual  oap^ 
ture  of  other  n^roes  during  the  year! 

Ur.  UcLank  replied,  that  this  contingenoj 
wonld  be  met  by  part  of  the  stun  for  tranrocv- 
tation,  as  it  was  not  probable  ^at  the  whcda 
of  that  sum  would  be  used  the  present  year. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  that  thirty-two  thonsand  dollars  voold 
be  sufficient  for  the  year. 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  thought  that  the  committee 
had  fallen  into  a  misUke,  as  to  the  number  (^ 
negroes  that  would  have  to  be  transported — 
only  two  hundred,  and  not  four  hundred  and 
twenty  being  the  true  number.  But  he  had 
not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  making  this  cor- 
rection. He  thonght  this  might  be  as  good  a 
time  as  any  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Honsa 
to  the  law  of  1819,  and  to  the  extraordisarr 
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eonne  of  the  GoTenunent  under  that  law. 
The  law  contemplated  aiinplj  au  agencj'  on  the 
oout  to  which  might  he  sent  the  negroes  cap- 
ture^ according  to  Its  proviaioiu ;  but,  laatead 
of  thi^  the  Pretident  had  sent  ont  agents— -had 
fixed  their  salaries — had  moved  the  place  of 
wttlement  two,  if  not  three  tiineB;  and  al- 
though onlj  thirtj  persona  had  been  Bent,  of 
whom  bnt  twenty-eight  were  sopportedhy  the 
United  States,  It  had  cost  the  Oovemment 
HTenty  tboiuand  dollars.  This  constitated  a 
Btate  of  things  which  certainlr  called  for  the 
oonslderatioa  of  Congress.  By  the  present 
estimateB,  it  appeared  that  the  sapport  of  the 
whole  four  hundred  and  ninety-four  for  a  year 
costs  bat  twenty-six  thousand  dollars,  vet  here 
were  two  agents,  at  a  salary  of  two  thousand 
ei^t  hondred  dollars,  to  te^e  oare  of  twenty- 
^ht  persons.  Now,  si  though  none  can  serious- 
ly contemplate  the  repeal  of  the  laws  enacted 
against  the  slave  trade,  yet  the  interference  of 
(ingress  is  certainly  required  to  prevent  so 
great  a  waste  of  the  pnbhc  money.  As  things 
stand,  the  expense  of  the  last  five  years  must 
not  only  continue  but  increase.  The  twenty- 
^ht  persons  now  supported,  may,  before  the 
year  is  ended,  be  annoented  to  two  hundred 
and  twenty-eight.  The  late  President,  in  his 
message,  laid  before  Congress  his  views  on  the 
■nbject  of  this  agency.  Congress  passed  no 
act  on  the  subject,  and  hence,  the  conctnsion 
was  drawn,  that  the  eonstraction  which  the 
President  had  put  on  the  act  of  1819,  was  also 
the  oooBtraotion  of  Congress.  The  Eonso  did 
Dotfaing,  and  it  was  concluded,  of  course,  that 
It  coincided  with  the  President  If  this  is  to 
be  considered,  in  all  cases,  a  legitimate  inftr- 
enoe,  Executive  messages  ahonld  be  closely 
Bonitinized.  But,  be  tUs  as  it  may,  there  has 
rinoe  been  a  deputnre  from  the  instractioos  of 
the  late  President.  He  fixed  the  salaries  of  the 
two  agents  at  one  thousand  three  hondred  and 
one  thousand  two  hmidred  dollars — they  are 
now  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars.  He  selected  a  place 
for  the  agency,  but  gave  express  directions  to 
the  agents  not  to  perform  any  act  of  colonisa- 
tion. The  act  of  Oongress  contemplated  that 
our  agency  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  any 
of  the  local  Governments  of  Africa,  nor  with 
the  soil.  1  now  find,  said  Mr.  F.,that  we  have 
to  do  with  both.  It  appears  that  there  is  some 
undefined  connection  between  the  agency  of 
this  Government  and  an  association  of  private 
individuals,  called  the  Coloniiatioa  &>ciety. 
The  report  from  the  Department  says,  that  the 
connect!  on  lias  been  fotmd  mutually  beneficial, 
and,  as  I  understand  that  report,  a  part  of  the 
expense  which  has  been  pdd  by  the  Govern- 
ment, Is  for  the  support  or  benefit  of  persons 
onder  the  control  of  the  Colonization  Society. 
Now,  sir,  I_  should  like  to  know  what  the 
nature  of  this  connection  is.  I  wish  to  under- 
■tand  how  fcr  the  United  States  are  part  own- 
ers of  the  soil  of  the  colony ;  for  it  appears  to 
me  that,  notwithstanding  the  act  of  181S,  and 


the  President's  instructions  under  thit  ki, 
both  prohibiting  any  acts  of  colonintioo,  thoi 
has  crept  in  a  practice  which,  in  effect,  (m 
to  colonization ;  and,  with  the  most  prmai 
respect  for  the  motives  of  thoee  indiiidMli 
who  first  instituted,  and  who  continne  to  jn- 
mote,  the  Colonization  Society,  Imnst  beptf- 
mitted  to  express  a  wish  to  have  do  ooimwtiii 
with  it  If  any  such  comiection  has  eiisttd,  I 
wish  it  immedutely  dissolved:  for,  slltiin^I 
believe  its  founders  to  be  among  the  aot 
amiable  and  best  men  in  the  conntiy,  jet  I 
have  no  idea  that  the  fdnds  of  the  United  SObt 
are  to  be  spent  by  persons  not  req>aii9'Ut  It 
the  Government 

Ur.  UoLahi  replied,  tha^  on  the  psiticiilff 
subject  of  the  gentleman's  inquiry,  be  had  m 
information  to  give.  He  believed  thit  no  e* 
nectdon  whatever  existed  between  the  i^7 
and  the  society,  eicept  it  is  to  be  fonnd  m  ita 
fact,  that  the  agents  of  the  Colomzstiw  £«- 
ciety  are  also  the  agents  of  the  Uniled  Btitei 
The  Secretary's  report  eiprEssly  mj!,  1*' 
there  Is  no  connection  between  them ;  W  tht 
agents  of  the  Oovemment  are  snthorlud  >° 
^ord  to  the  colony  assistance  and  prvtedifi 
wbenever  it  may  be  required.  Aa  to  the  ouo- 
her  of  negroes  to  be  transported  to  AfHo,  ^ 
had  received  information  that  there  vat  at 
or  two  hundred  in  Alabama,  not  iDcloded  n 
the  Secretary's  letter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alles,  of  Mass.,  the  a* 
mittee  now  rose,  and,  having  obtained  iM**" 
sit  again, 

The  House  a^onmed. 

TUHDA.T,  February  14. 
1%«  Smolutionary  Pention  Sgtiin- 

Ur.iEBini.  offered  the  following: 

An&w^  That  the  Committee  on  JJilUT  F^* 
be  instrmted  to  Inquire  inW  the  np^'^i^'^ 
ameitdiog  the  sereral  laws  rcUttng  10  BemMW 
pendoners,  u  to  allow  said  pendoocn  u  "'^^ 
their  poDsioos  from  the  d»te  of  Iheit  ""^  * 
oUrations,  made  pursuant  to  tie  proiisiOM  «  * 
let  of  CoDgresB  pused  on  the  JBlh  oflhrtb,  iBii 
entilled  an  act  lo  provide  for  cerUin  1*"*?^ 
gaged  In  the  Und  and  narsi  serrfce  of  to  ttW 
States,  in  the  Bevolationaiy  wir. 

Mr.  Esnu.  said  he  would  offer  lo  fte  Ho« 
soma  of  the  reasons  which  induced  hiin  to  «J 
trodnce  the  resolution ;  and  in  doing  to  it ««' 
be  necessary  to  revert  to  the  course  "f J^^ 
tion  which  had  been  pursued  on  the  sntj* 
Pensions.  ^ 

In  1618,  Oongress  passed  an  ad  pwt*wi 
pensions  fbr  persona  wno  had  served  dnnnj^ 
war.  By  thfe  act  it  was  directed,  thrtwjp*; 
son  duming  the  benefit  of  it  must  nue  okw- 
ration,  in  a  court  of  justice,  among  other  tfi^ 
that  he  was  so  poor  as  to  stand  in  sbsolDttM^ 
of  the  public  bounty— from  which  it  »P!»^ 
evident  that  the  intention  of  the  U*  ™  ™ 
make  a  provision  for  paupers  only,  ay*  . 
sequent  act,  paaed  in  March,  1819,  it  «•  ^ 
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dutd  that  tbe  penmnL  should  (xanmeaoe  at  the 
time  tb«  required  declantios  Hhotild  be  nude. 
It  wia  BOOD  Ibond  that  an  immeoae  ola»  of  per- 
wDi  were  reoriTing  peiuions  who  were  never 
owtemplated  b^  the  Legislature,  and,  in 


pro'rad  tbemeelTea  to  be  panpen    By  this  last 


■at,  tbe  Seoretar;  of  Var  vm  made  Qie  jndgti 
to  determine  wlMtber  any  ^^liaant  had,  or  liad 
not,  Mtiabototilf  ihows  himself  ea^ed  to  the 


benefit  of  Ha  pnbUo  boon^— 4nd  be  iraa  re- 
quired to  withhold  the  payment  of  the  pendon, 
tall  a  oertsin  sehedule,  oooompanled  br  a  pre- 
Mribed  o&th,  ehoold  have  been  laid  before  him. 
In  1828,  a  &rther  act  was  passed,  sapplemental 
to  those  preceding;  and  oooording  to  the  ooo- 
stmction  of  this  sopplemeDtal  act,  whioh  was 
adopted  aa  the  mle  of  the  War  Department,  U 
was  determined  that  f  even  in  the  ease  of  tfaoee 
wbo  finally  proved  UiemselTet  to  be  panpmv, 
and  fbUy  entitled)  all  pensionB  shonld  be  sns- 
pended,  &om  the  date  of  the  act  of  1818,  tiU  the 
time  fiill  proof  was  made  aooording  to  the  new 
fimns  required.  In  oonaeqnenoe  of  this  oon> 
■tmotion  of  the  law,  it  happened  that  those  Tery 
penons  for  whoM  benefit  the  pension  law  first 
passed,  and  who  were  admitted  to  b«  legitimately 
entitled  to  ite  benefits,  lost  the  amount  (tf  thdr 
pennons  from  the  paseinc  of  the  act  of  1820  to 
1628 ;  and  this  withont  naving  been  goilty  of 
waj  fraud,  or  attempt  to  deceive.  A  case  of 
this  kind  existed  in  that  part  of  the  ooontry 
from  which  he  came.  An  individaal  applied 
for  a  pension  in  181S,  and,  ftuniahing  the  proof 
then  required,  oontinned  to  reoeive  it  till  1820. 
Owing  to  sabre  wonnds  in  hia  bead,  Ua  nnder- 
atanduig  was  much  imp^rad,  and  he  neglected 
to  fornix  larther  evidences  till  1824 ;  in  oonae- 
qnenoe, be  was  denrived  of  his  senrion  for  those 
nmr  years,  Uion^  moat  oleany  one  of  those 
Boraoos  ftff  wbMe  benefit  the  law  wm  made. 
Mr.  E.  thooght  thia  was  nqJnsL  He  did  not  be- 
lieve there  were  many  oases  of  a  dmilor  kind ; 
bnt  the  object  of  his  reaolntion  was  to  embrace 
this  olass  of  persons,  whether  few  or  not.  He 
difi^red  from  the  War  Department,  in  the  oon- 
atraotion  whioh  it  hod  given  to  tbe  law  of  IS38. 
He  did  not  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  Oon- 
greM  to  withhold  a  pennon  from  any  of  tlioee 
who  were  indeed  paopera,  and  had  served  their 
oonntry  with  fidelity.  He  was  not,  however, 
TMT  anxiotiB  in  the  matter.  He  preanmed  the 
act  of  1820  had  tar  Its  ol^ject  notbioa  more  tiian 
to  protect  the  treasury  fn>m  imposition,  and  to 
aaoertun  whether  ut  applicant  was  what  he  pn- 
tended  to  be.  The  resotntJon  asked  that  a  oom- 
mitt«e  may  consider  the  snbjeot.  ond  report  on 
tbe  eipedicDoy  of  amending  the  law,  nnleas  they 
Aonld  i^ree  with  Mr.  E.  in  the  opinion  that  tbe 
preeent  o(»istraotion  of  the  law  is  erroneons; 
ia  which  esse  they  wonld  so  report ;  and  on  ex- 
preerion  woold  be  obtained  oi  tiie  opinion  of 
GoDgress,  one  way  or  tbe  otiier,  whion  was  all 
Hr.  E.  aimed  at. 

Mr.  MoOoT  observed,  tliat  he  did  not  like  (o 


Bar  any  thing  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  a 
colleagae ;  bat  the  decision  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
War  was  now  settled,  and  he  thought  it  wonld 
be  a  pity  to  diHtnrb  it.  The  law  was  BofficienOy 
plun — it  meant  to  say  that  the  pension  shonld 
cmnmenoe  with  tbe  data  of  tbe  proof.  It  wsa 
never  the  intention  of  Congress  that  those  who 
were  stricken  off  the  penmon  roll,  shonld  again 
receive  pensiooa,  till  they  had  satisfied  the  prop- 
er officer  of  the  Deportment  that  tbey  had  a 
ri^t  to  them. 

lb.  ^erriLL  said  in  reply,  that  he  hod  not  ex- 
pected any  ot:iJeotion  wonld  be  urged  against 
""Ung  an  inquiry ;  his  resolntlon  contemplated 
no  more ;  and,  when  the  re^rt  should  be  re- 
ceived from  the  committee,  it  would  be  time 
enon(^  to  disonss  the  merits  of  Oie  question. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  tlie  resolution 
was  adopted— eyes  95. 

JiiK]f  Apfrcprioi^on  SiB — Libena  Agency. 

The  Honse  then  again  went  into  Oommittee 
of  the  Wholes  Ur.  Mobklkt  in  the  chair,  on  tiie 
bill  "makiiur  apprMviations  for  the  Naval  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1826." 

Tbe  qnestion  bring  on  filling  the  blank  in 
the  item  for  an  agency,  and  expenses  fbr  cap- 
tured African^  on  the  coast  oS  Africa,  with 
$82,000— 

Hr.  FosavTH  observed,  that  he  was  by  no 
means  saUsfied,  either  by  the  information  stated 
yesterday  by  the  Ohurmon  of  the  Committee  of 
Wave  aim  Means,  or  that  contained  in  the  report 
of  toe  Seoretory  of  the  Navy,  of  the  proprie^  of 
this  ^}immnatioD.  The  chairman  of  tne  com- 
mittee nan  said,  that  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
expreaely  states,  that  there  is  no  connection  be- 
twesa  the  United  States  Agen^  and  the  Goloni- 
oation  Society.  For  himself  alter  an  attentive 
perusal  of  ttie  report,  Ur.  F.  s^d,  he  was  unable 
to  discover  in  it  any  snch  dedaratiou.  There  is, 
indeed,  one  passage,  in  which  the  Secretary  says, 
that  tne  .Government  Agents  have  been  in- 
structed not  to  oonneot  tbeir  views  with  those 
of  the  Bodety ;  bnt  it  is  most  manifest  that 
there  is  a  perfect  ooonection  between  the  Agen- 
cy and  the  Society.  The  Secretary  declares  that 
they  have  a  mutual  dependence  on  each  other. 
He  goes  so  &r  as  to  soy,  in  to  many  words,  that 
theSoeiety,  the  Colony,  and  the  Agenov,  conld 
notezistinaepead«iit]yi»eaohother.  Theptaoe 
of  both  it  tbe  tame ;  tbe  offloers  of  both  ore  the 
' '  I  double  eapaci^, 
appointment  and 
incur  expenses  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Society,'  whenever  reqnired  so  to  do.  Mr. 
F.  did  not  profess  to  be  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  concerns  of  tbe  colony ;  bnt  he  be- 
lieved he  might  state,  with  great  safety,  that 
there  is  a  fort  there.  He  found,  fhim  one  item 
in  therepoT^  that,  for  the  defence  of  tbe  twenty- 
eight  persons  whom  the  United  States  have  to 
support  at  the  Agency,  the  Agents  hod  pur 
chased  220  muskets.  This  seemed  a  very  suf- 
ficient armament  for  twenty-eight  men,  even 
with  both  the  Agents  at  their  head.    It  mnit 
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be  erident,  from  the  whole  Uiigiiag«  of  the  re- 
port, thit  the  «odre  oonoern  la  notbing  but  a 
combinatioD  of  th«  two  intaieits,  Th«  Beor^ 
tat7  speaks  'ooatioaall;  of  "the  aeUleDiiait," 
"tiie  eatebluhment" — end  it  ia  eTident  he  m- 
dades  the  OoIodj  and  the  Agwoj  under  this 
t«nn,  "  a  MttlemeQt."  The  lAngoage  of  the  re- 
port is,  throQgboat,  stmigelr  inacmirate.  The 
Secret&rj  mjs,  the  "  settlemoit  maj  be  uid  to 
have  reoovered  from  ito  embamMmieDt."  Is 
aoother  place  he  m7b.  that,  if  the  blaoka  oon- 
tinue  there,  the;  will  add  strength  "  to  the  eatab- 
lishmenL"  To  him,  Ur.  "F.  said,  it  ^ipeared 
most  eTident,  that  there  it  a  conneatHm  between 
the  Axsnoy  and  the  Oolonizatioa  Booie^;  and 
that  the  hboks  (iqipwted  there  b;  this  Oorem- 
ment,  are  goTwnea  in  effect  bj  that  Socket?. 
Ha  mendoaed  these  fiicta  that  the  omnmittee 
might  torn  their  attention  more  partiaiilarly  to 
thesoUect 
Mr.  MoLaxx  B^d  he  did  not  onderstand  the 

KDtleman  from  Georgia  as  opporing  the  motion 
had  made  to  fill  the  bluk,  bnt  as  having 
rather  directed  his  obeerratlons  to  scone  propo- 
sition which  ia  hereafter  to  bo  considered  in 
reference  to  this  anbject.  If  so,  he  would  aa; 
nothing  in  reply, 

Ur.  FowiTH  replied,  that  he  ahonld  not  op- 
pose the  motion  to  fill  the  blank. 

Ur.  OwBH  observed,  that,  if  the  sum  pio- 
poaed  by  the  Ohaimun  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Ueans  was  to  be  iq>[^ed  aa  ^tpro- 
priMions  for  this  ol^t  hitherto  had  beem,  be 
ahonld  be  oppoeed  to  riving  even  ^2,000.  Bnt 
if  it  waa  to  be  expended  aooording  to  the  pro- 
'rision  of  the  law  as  paamd  by  Gc»i0esa,  he 
would  thenanpport  the  motion,  aeeiugOiat  saoh 


of  this  House,  that  these  fonde  are  not  in  fntnre 
to  he  applied  in  the  manner  they  have  been, 
bnt  in  snoh  a  manner  that  the  House  may  know 
and  understand  thur  applioation.  If  the  eon- 
seqaenocs  to  grow  ont  of  the  oonneotion  of  the 
QoTomment  with  thia  colony  wwe  q>palUug^ 
be  was  for  meeting  them  and  putting  tiiem 

Ur.  UoLuTB  said,  in  reply,  that  be  should 
not  attempt  to  disouaa  the  expediency  either  of 
the  law  on  this  salgiect,  or  of  a  connection  be- 
tween the  United  BtatM  Agency  and  any  asso- 
ciation of  private  indiTldnala.  He  thongbt  that 
such  remarks  had  no  oonneotion  with  Uie  sub- 
ject immediately  before  the  Honse.  The  gen- 
tleman appeared  to  look  forward  to  evils  which 
might,  or  might  not,  ever  take  place.  Bnt  he 
woold  only  oDserve^  that  it  was  from  precisely 
aooh  Tiewa,  as  they  entertmned,  that  uie  Oom* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  deeircns  of 
limiting  the  appropriation  few  this  Ageaaj  to 
the  present  vear.  They  wished  to  t^e  the 
sum  so  small,  that  none  of  those  aeriona  evila 
which  the  gentleman  apprehended  coold  poea- 
bly  grow  oat  of  it.  Their  desire  was  to  appro- 
priate jnat  enoogh  for  the  SDpport  and  transpor- 
tation of  the  negroes  already  oaptnied,  and  snoh 


If  any  irregnlaritiea  had  t 
was  not  prepared  to  aay  that  the;  hsd-tbef 
probably  grew  out  at  the  large  sami  herett&n 
mpropriated.  Bnt  if  the  *am  he  prapoMd 
should  be  inserted  in  the  bill,  they  wom  )a 
prevented  by  the  neoessi^  of  ^e  can.  If  It 
was  proper  at  this  time  to  enter  into  thit  nb- 
Jeot,  oe  believed  he  oonld  show  that  nuar  of 
those  things  wluch  had  been  represented  m 
abnses,  were  in  reality  not  so;  but  ha  voold 
not  now  enter  npon  a  disonseiia)  which  did  art 
belong  to  the  antject  in  hand.  AstothehtMr 
of  the  Secrrtwy  of  the  Navy,  and  the  uunisl- 
vertnona  which  bad  been  made  qKn  it,  bt 
ahonld,  fte  the  same  reaaon,  abstua  fran  iv 
rep^.  Of  caie  thing  he  waa  enticely  Mtidad, 
and  that  was,  if  the  Agency  for  c^ond  Alii- 
cans  waa  to  oontinne  at  all,  the  Depntnxat 
oonld  not  get  along  with  a  leM  nm  tte 
$82,000  for  its  snpport. 

The  qnestion  was  then  put  on  fiHiig  thii 
blank  with  that  snm,  and  carried,  witbont  i 
divinon. 

Mr.  Bisaxi  then  moved  the  foUonf 
amendment:  ' 

"ForthepnnhBBeof  a  site  for  *  Ksvj  Tod 
in  the  port  of  Ball^ore,  and  erediiigniuUt 
bnildmgs  thereon,  tSO,000." 

In  snppwt  of  the  amendment,  Mr.  Bum 
observed,  that  it  became  bis  dntr  to  prM^ 
bi  eoDsequenoe  of  the  wiahea  of  his  e"^ 
enta,  ennwaed  in  a  memoi4al  addreandtotU 
Honae,  bj  the  Oity  Oonndl  of  Baltimw^ 
brtiier  oonfirmed  by  reatdntions  of  tb«  u^ 
tore  of  Maryland,  inatmoting  the  Saaiton,  m 
requMting  the  BepreeuBtatives,  from  IhttBtM 
to  bring  the  aubieot  befbre  the  aftsnM  <■ 
Congress.  The  House  at  its  last  mm>io,m 
passed  an  act  for  the  building  of  ten  do^" 
war.  As  soon  as  this  became  known bB* 
more,  a  memorial  waa  prepared  and  pnW" 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  praying  I*** 
or  more  of  these  veatds  midit  be  hiuttl>i>^ 
dty.  The  aoawer  retaimed  to  tins  b««™ 
was,  that  that  arrangement  waa  not  vnimiM 
antb(wit7  of  the  Seeretary;  OooffMi^J 
ah?eady  deriniated  at  what  places  the  «■«" 
the  Navy  ahonld  be  built,  by  the  establMM"' 
of  tie  different  Navy  Yarda.  ,  ^ 

Mr.  B.  now  requested  the  i^'"'?*^  ?  " 
House,  while  he  presented,  in  avery  ^"^'^ 
ner,  some  of  Uie  claims  which  BaiaooM  Wj 
ceived  herself  to  posBesa,  to  the  Iw*'**  "J 
Navy  Yard  there.  In  the  first  pls»,  twf" 
depth  of  water  waa  to  be  found  m  that  po". 
eitiier  at  Philadelphia  or  Wsshinglcn,  va """ 
eighteen  to  twen^  feet;  which,  """^"^ 
sufficient  to  float  a  vesed  of  war  to  U»  w* 
with  her  full  armament  on  board,  ft""",, 
great  facility  for  that  purpose  as  "?  "Vi 
found  at  either  of  those  plawii  ^^JZ 
nevertheless  been  sdocted  as  ii'^_^Z 
Yards.  And,  while  Bahinore  P^fTl-^ 
same  advantage  in  point  of  water,  rtnWPS, 
er  advantages  in  aome  other  vf^^ 
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shoTM  of  the  OboMpoake  flmlahed  an  abim- 
d«iit  BDpplf  of  oedar,  whito  o«]e.  looiut,  and 
white  pine.  Tbwe  T«lntibt«  qwoiM  of  timber 
woro  uere  near  at  liand,  while  Qia  other  ports 
at  whioh  Navy  Tarda  v«re  eetaUiahed,  had  to 
Bond  there  to  g«t  It.  Bammiwe  had  alao  tba 
•dvaaUge  of  being  altnated  in  the  oentre  of 
an  ana,  of  twenty  or  thir^  mllM,  abonnding 
with  greater  water  piiTileaea  and  watw  powu-, 
than  an; other  diatriotttf  the  nine  ezteot  in 
the  tfnited  Statea.  It  preMoted  the  greatest 
&oilities  for  Qie  maniiuctiirfl  of  ocwdage  and 
oanvai,  for  the  rolling  of  ot^par,  and  for  the 
pr^Mration  of  almost  erer;' spetto  of  material, 
required  in  ahip-bnilding.  xfaare  is,  at  this 
moment,  boildli^  in  that  pn-t  a  moat  qden^d 
ship  for  the  nae  of  a  foreign  GtOTemment — a 
veml  which  would  bear  oomparlaoD  wiQi  anj 
that  had  been  otHutraoted  In  the  moat  q^roTM 
naTal  eetabliahmenta.  The  mechanics  of  that 
cnty  were  nuQerona,  and  aa  ezpwt  in  ^eir  re- 
speotive  bnutchea  of  art  as  an;  that  could  be 
Utnnd,  Their  pride,  too,  was  interested  in  this 
meoBore,  and  tbejr  woold  exult  in  an  opporta- 
ni^ — it  was  the  height  of  their  ambition— to 
have  their  work  exhibited  and  compared  with 
that  of  othen,  in  oontribnUng  to  tnat  Nav;, 
which  had  encircled  the  stars  of  the  Amoloan 
banner  with  nnfadlng  glorr.  He  appealed  to 
the  gentleman  fttm  Haaaaciuwetts,  if  when  the 
ConatitDtion  floated   into    the  port  of  Bos- 


delight  What  he  wished — what  he  aaked  waa, 
that  hia  deswted  dtf  might  be  pennitted  to 
share  in  the  same  ftaUng, 

It  nu^ht,  ptth^M,  be  urged  agidnst  tiie  didma 
of  Baltuoore,  that  the  Java  frigate  hod  been 
bmlt  in  that  pott,  and  had  tinoe  been  pro- 
nonnced  of  yerj  inferior  qoalitj.  Bat  gentle- 
men, in  faimeaB,  ought  to  remember,  that  the 
Java  was  bnilt  onder  droiunatanoes  of  the  most 
diaadrantageoos  kind.  She  was  boilt  b;  oon- 
traot:  she  waa  bollt  fcv  a  anm  little  m<»e  than 
half  of  what  has  been  paid  for  other  frigates; 
^e  was  boUt  when  the  cneiOT  waa  at  the  do<w 
— when  the  rircnmstanoes  of  the  Oovemment 
required  the  nbnoat  despatch,  and  when  the 
sel  to  be  completed  waa  intended  to  be  naed 
more  for  the  present  necesrity,  than  to  be  pre- 
served as  a  lasting  monnment  of  the  akill  of  the 
mechanics.  Another  frigate  was  ooosCmcted 
at  Philadelphia  at  double  tbe  expense.  Both 
had  since  bees  repaired,  and  it  waa  found  that 
the  repurs  of  the  one  cost  neaTl;r  as  much  as 
thow  of  the  other.  But  be  might  a^teal  to 
the  Erie  and  tbe  Ontario,  which  still  remun,  as 
evidence  of  the  skill  of  the  Baltiinoro  meohan- 
ic&  which  are  allowed  to  be  oraok  ships,  and 
a^oj'  a  diatingnished  repntation.  GenHemen, 
peduqw,  were  startled  at  the  idea  of  the  ex- 
pense of  anew  NavrYard;  bnt  let  them  re- 
collect that  a  Navy  Yard  can  be  established  at 
Baltimore  with  less  expense  to  the  Oovenunent 
than  at  anv  other  pla<».  It  is  already  a  naval 
station.    QfBoera  of  the  Navj  constantly  reride 


there  ragaged,  it  is  tme,  in  the  recmitliig  ser- 
vice, but  still  they  are  there.  Already  thm^ 
eiirts  in  that  port,  buildings  erected  by  Gov- 
ernment at  the  time  of  the  oonstniotion  of  the 
0<mstellalion  fHgate.  These  are,  at  present, 
private  property,  but  it  will  not  require  more 
than  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  restore  them 
to  the  Government,  and  to  pnt  them  on  a  foot- 
ing to  raider  ben^t  to  the  nation.  As  to  the 
o^ad^  of  Baltimore  to  its  own  defence  against 
an  enemy,  the  experience  of  the  last  war  fur- 
nished,  rfitseli^  the  most  conclusive  evidence. 
The  eity  was  attacked— attacked  by  a  powerfDl 
and  snoocesfbl  enemy — attached  at  an  hour 
when  all  hearts  were  diami^ed  by  their  barba- 
rous tritnnph  In  tbe  destmction  of  this  city ; 
and  the  flrst  ray  of  hope  that  broke  upon  the 
doom  baamed  from  the  triumphant  r^nlse  of 
Uiat  eoony  at  Baltimore.  It  might  oe  said 
that  there  were  already  two  Nsyr  Yards  wiUtla 
the  Oheaapeake;  bnt  what  is  the  Chesapeske 
B^f  It  is  an  inland  Ocean,  whoM  wide  tx- 
panse  is  able  to  embrace  all  the  navies  in  the 
world.  When  tbe  exent  of  this  bay  was  taken 
into  view,  and  the  connection  of  its  various 
branohea,  with  the  most  important  porttime  <tf 
our  ootmtry,  the  argnment  we  had  tnenlioned 
would  be  found  to  possess  but  Uttle  wefghL 

Having  briefly  touched  <m  some  of  Qie  ad- 
vantages wldch  woold  result  from  the  estabUsh- 
mant  oTft  Navy  Tard  at  BaltfanoreL  Mr.  B.  said 
it  would  be  prt^er  that  be  shonld  state  some 
of  the  disadvant^ea  under  which  that  el^  at 
pTcaent  labora.  Bar  Bepresentatives  might  ap- 
pear before  the  House,  snd  might  also  denuind 
aredreosofgrlevanoB  at  its  hands,  Itlsknown 
to  all  that  Baltimore  is  a  commerdal  depots 
and  it  most  be  acknowledged  by  oU  to  be  the 
true  policy  of  this  Government  to  build  up,  by 
every  proper  means,  the  interests  of  commerce. 
But  Baltimore  might  complain  that  the  United 
States  Navy  are  ooutinually  and  Hednlondy  oo- 
OBpied  In  drawing  away  her  seamen,  (of  all 
other  things  Ute  most  important  to  a  oommer- 
ual  titj,)  even  before  they  can  enter  the  port 
on  their  retnm  voyage.  It  is  well  known  that 
oar  seamen  are  not  migratory,  oa  to  the  porta 
from  which  they  ship  themBetves.  They  do 
not  pass  from  port  to  port  in  search  of  employ- 
mrait,  bat  oommouly  ship  tiiemselves  in  the 
same  harbor  to  which  they  have  retorned  from 
their  last  voyage.  This  is  known  to  the  re- 
cruiting officers,  and  it  often  happens  that  sea- 
men, arriving  at  Baltimore,  are  engaged  for  the 
Naval  Service  before  they  set  their  feet  upon 
the  wharf,  Commerce  is  thns  crippled  by  the 
poUof  of  the  Oovenunent.  And,  as  to  ship- 
bnilmng,  no  soonw  liss  on  entei^ri^ng  indi- 
vidual collected  together  a  few  mechanics,  with 
a  view  to  prosecnte  that  bunness.  on  a  respedft- 
ble  scale,  than  his  men  are  immediately  tempted 
away  by  the  prospect  of  snperior  prices  at 
tbe  naval  atations  of  the  Government.  A  union 
of  such  disadvantages  must  be  sufficient  to 
break  down  any  commercial  dtj  whatever. 
Yet  it  never  had  been  the  habit  of  Boltinum 


ABBIDOHERT  OF  THB 


rB.] 


to  tndnlge  in  the  ItftfOMe  of  nwiplaiiit  <ff  mnr- 
mnriDg,  Bfae  had  nibmiUcd  qolellr  to  the  pii- 
Tstiona  of  h«T  titaatioii,  and,  otcu  in  the  bb- 
rerest  bm*obb  of  non4nterconrw  and  embuwo, 
tliia  Govemmeot  ilwaTB  iMuAtnm  OMmj 
tba  ohMring  voice  of  a  friend.  8be  hu  paid 
many  miUiona  into  the  Treaaur^,  and  now  aaki 
only  that  a  small  poititxi  of  that  wealth  ahonld 
he  retimed  to  her  which  she  had  been  the 
means  of  oollectiug  for  the  ooimtrf  at  large. 

Ur.  B.  uid  he  nad  tbna,  be  hoped,  bronght 
thesnl^eot  foDj,  though  feeblf,  before  theyiew 
of  the  Home.  The  whole  stun  tor  which  he 
aaked  was  bat  twMi^  thoosand  dtdlan,  and  he 


to  BtutbDOTfl,  woidd  be  not  lees  oondwiira  to 
the  Naval  interests  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Stobbs  (Chairman  of  the  OommittM  <m 
Naval  Al&irs)  belied  that  the  gentlraian  from 
Uar^Iand  woold  oonsent  to  withdraw  t2ke 
amendment  which  he  had  now  oflbred.  On 
the  motion  of  that  member  the  Naral  Commit- 
tee had  been  directed  to  inqoire  into  the  ezpe- 
diencj  of  establiahing  the  Navy  Yard  In  qoe»- 
tlon,  as  well  as  some  others,  proposed  hj  oUier 

Eatiemen.    These  variona  prqjeots  were  now 
fore  the  committee,  and  nnder  oondderaUon. 
In  relation  to  this,  as  well  as  some  of  the  other 

Sropositiona,  the  committee  had  referred  to  the 
lavT  Depvtment  for  ioformatitm,  and  he 
woold  pot  it  to  the  gentleman,  wiketber  it 
wonld  not  be  better  to  wMt,  before  acting  on 
the  saUect,  ontil  the  committee  ahall  have 
reported  to  the  Hoiue.  An  opposite  oooroe 
might  operate  to  ii^nie  the  veir  object  the 
gentleman  had  in  view;  and  hraidea,  Ur.  B. 
sdd,  he  felt  some  doobt  whether  the  amend- 
ment was  strictlj  in  order,  so  long  as  the  same 
snl^eot  was  before  a  committee  of  the  Hoii»e. 

Mr.  Bakkit,  in  consequence  of  this  anggee- 
tion,  withdrew  his  motion  for  amendment 

Ifr.  SroBse  then  said,  that  he  had  been  ^- 
rected  b;  the  Naval  Oommittee  to  more  the 
fii^owing  amendmoit : 

"  For  sorreriDg  the  harbors  of  Savannah  and 
Brunswick,  In  Georgia ;    and  Beaufort,  in   Sonth 

Caroline,  eight  thouimd  doilua." 

Hr.  6.  said,  Uiat  the  views  of  the  oommtt- 
t«e  were,  in  sabstance,  these:  That  it  might 
be  important  at  a  ftiture  day,  for  the  Govern- 
ment t«  have  a  Navy  Tard  at  some  point  sonth 
t^  the  Chesapeake ;  and,  if  so,  it  was  desirable 
fliat  a  snrvey  ahonld  be  made  of  the  different 
harbors  on  tiiat  part  of  the  coast.  Such 
Teys  might  also  be  of  importance  to  the  i 
meroial  and  to  the  navigating  Interest  of  the 
oonntry.  The  snin  of  eight  thonaand  dollars 
wonld  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  whole  expense 
of  the  surveys  now  proposed,  and  perhaps 
wonld  prove  more  than  snfficlent  tor  the  ot^eet 
— in  which  case  the  balance  wonld  go  in  the 
Bonilaa  fond. 

Mr.  Babkbt  moved  to  amend  tUs  amend- 
ment \ij  Inserliug  therein  "Baltimore,  in  Itarj- 


pMiHBia.  [FDmuT.lM, 

land ;  "  and  Increasing  the  proposed  iqipnoi- 
atJMi  trvm  ti^  thoosand  dt^lsn  to  tirdi* 
tbonsBDd  dtdlars. 

Mr.  Brons  obaerved,  that  the  hsrbm  ;n- 
posed  in  hie  reaotation  had  not  yet  beta  mi- 
vejed  at  alL  IThetber  the  harbor  rf  Bilti- 
more  had  been  snrreTed  as  partiooliil;  n  n» 
deairabk^  he  did  not  know— ttw  Houe  wnld 
know  when  they  had  reouved  the  rapmt  cf  fl* 
Becpetary  of  the  Navy  on  the  sn^ect  BM, 
with  respect  to  those  harbon  embrsoedin  In 
motion,  M  bad  had  persoosl  ocHmnniuHtiai 
with  the  Department,  and  he  knev  tb«7  M 
not  beeo  sarvc^ed.  The  GovsnuDent  ba  i 
fleet  In  the  West  IndiM,  vdiieh  needs  a  nad» 
voQS  in  one  of  the  Bontben  States.  T1miim» 
slt7,  tb«raftm^  for  these  rarv^r*.  i^u  !**■' 
ing—it  waa  immediately  prmsing.  Bst,n 
to  Balttaaore,  ho  did  not  oanoeive  im  to 
betheeaae.  If  It  waa  a  ftot  that  Uw  bilw 
(tf  Balttmor*  had  not  beso  tnrveyed,  ttegatk- 

an  wonld  state  ft  to  the  oommittee. 

Mr.  BuHXT  replied,  that  sll  be  ^iiM  to 
accomplish  by  the  last  amendmeet  be  m 
offered  waa,  Uiat  a  sQbjeot  of  so  mndi  ax» 

nenoe  should  reoeove  a  foil  eisminsticn.  M 

Id  not  know  that  ao  largea  smn  u  Uiitbepio- 
posed,  wonM  be  remdred  to  anlhoriie  tie  jb' 
vey,  in  addition,  d  the  harbor  of  Bmam. 
Perhaps  a  onaller  enm  ndgfat  be  tuffitiaoL  " 
hoped  that  tbe  oi^odtion  already  tnu^^ 
an  q>propriatlim  towarda  a  Navy  Tan  »  «* 
tiniore,  wonld  not  b«  eztwded  to  a  mesRin  » 
tended  merely  to  obt^informatioiL 

Mr.  MoLi,M  mM  he  had  no  di«po»i«M  * 
embarrass  the  propodticm— his  onlf  offing 
aroee  ftwn  the  manner  in  which  these  »^' 
is  were  proposed.  He  bdiered  tt»  wj 
mle  of  order  that  no  snMect  referrea  to«i« 
the  oo7nmitteesoftheHonae,conldbeK»V^ 
into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  in  tbe  forni  K" 
amendment  to  a  bDl,  He  did  net  b^  <«*  w 
preeent  waa  preoisely  soch  a  case;  «*  , 
thongbtthe  leaeon  of  the  mle  eqnanr«PP^ 
One  committee  ehonld  not  inteinn  ■" 
another.  Tl»e  Oommittee  of  W^s  """JT 
had  examined  the  estimates  from  the  m^ 
ment,  and  had  jrcpared  a  biU  in  "X**^ 
with  them.  Now,  another  conmiittee,  *»" 
has  had  none  of  those  estimstee  before  it,  p 
poses  an  amendment  to  the  biB.  E''^!^ 
committee  of  the  Honse  may  do  tbe  ssme  "^ 
and,  if  an  appropriation  bill  (b  to  be  eneooDw™ 
by  every  new  project,  which  mW  ''*!'  f^ 
matored  before  other  committees,  '"''J.". „ 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  nw  "V, 
opportnnity  to  jadge,  he  did  not »« jT^y^ 
oommittee  was  to  get  along  with  any  tfw" 
it  became  its  dnty  to  report.  ^,  ^  nf  1A 

Mr.  &ro8M  said,  that  the  mWertM ^ 
amendment  had  not  been  strictly  before  w 
Navd  Committee,  and  no  vote  had  b«^j^ 
apoo  It ;  bnt,  if  the  Honse  thought  tbe^e^ 
was  neotesary,  and  the  neceedty  of  it  wi-  ^ 
ing,  they  would  not,  oa  that  acoMin^  w" 
make  provUon  for  » in  this  InU. 
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A  diutndon,  aa  to  ibe  point  of  order,  wm 
ftirUier  proeeontod  by  Uessra.  Powell,  Dtisht, 
Stobbs,  and  MoLakk,  vhiob  reanlted  ia  Ur. 
Stobbs'  withdrawing  the  amendment. 

Ur.  Lrmji  noir  renewed  the  amendment 
which  bad  been  oS^red  hj  Vr,  Babnbt.  He 
aaid,  that.  In  BopportinK  tbe  proporition  of  his 
coDeagne,  lie  Mt  it  his  aiit7  to  snbmit  some  oon- 
tfder&tioDB  to  the  Eonse,  which  he  dionld  do  in 
BB  brief  a  manner  ae  poegible.  He  flattered 
hlmaelf  thej  would  do  him  the  Justice  to  believe 
that,  in  dedring  to  eee  this  propotritloD  adopted, 
ha  was  actuated  as  mnch  by  a  regard  to  the 
inter««t0  of  tbe  TTnioo  at  large  u  to  thoM  of  hia 
own  immediaU  eonatibienta.  At  an  early 
period  of  the  GoTernment,  ConflTeat  had  paaaed 
nlaw  for  the  boildiog  of  a  nomber  of  veeeelB  of 
war,  and  Baltimore  had  been  selected  as  the 
plaoe  for  building  one  of  them,  which  was  now 
(omged  in  actnal  service.  The  advantage  of 
BD^  an  arrangement  to  tbe  Oovernmeot  moat 
be  evident.  Faoilitj  in  the  oonBtmotion  of  any 
tbins  wbiob  Immediately  refers  b>  the  defence 
<it  the  ootmtry,  aiways  unat  be  important. 
There  were,  in  Baltimore,  a  great  number  of 


tbere,  and  the  pnrpoees  <^  Government  abonld 
at  anj  time  reqnire  an  extra  nnmber  of  me- 
obaniea,  tbe  popnlation  of  Baltimore  ean  always 
fnmiah  them.  Whilst,  on  tbe  other  band, 
■boold  it  be  neoessary  at  any  time  to  dlsmisi  a 
eondderable  portion  of  tbe  persona  employed, 
no  such  iooonrenienoe  will  remit  as  la  plaoes^ 
snob,  fbr  example,  as  Washington,  where  the 
pnbbc  meobanios,  if  dinained,  mnat  be 
thrown  altogether  ont  of  employment.  In  tbis 
oity,  the  Qovemment  is  in  some  sort  bonnd  by 
hnmanity  to  retain  workmen  in  its  employ  dar- 
ing intervals  in  which  tbey  are  not  aMolntely 
needed;  bnt  there,  a  mercwiiile  pnblio  is  al- 
ways at  hand  and  ready  to  employ  and  to  re- 
wtid  their  indnstry.  It  is  alnsys  an  object 
worth  the  attention  of  tbe  Eieondve,  that  those 
pt^ta  selected  as  sites  for  the  bnilding  of  oar 
navy,  abonld,  as  far  aa  practicable,  be  seonre 
from  exposare  to  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 
This  Monrity  la  enjoyed  by  Baltimore  in  an 
eminent  degree.  The  eveDta  of  tbe  recent  war 
]nit  the  troth  of  tbia  position  in  a  very  strong 
pmnt  of  Tiaw.  It  was  known  to  everybody, 
that  when  the  enemy  approached  tbia  dty, 
there  was  in  fact  a  race  tietweeii  the  foroee  of 
the  eoeany  and  onr  own  Government  in  the  de- 
atmotion  of  pnblio  property.  The  Navy  Yard 
was  fired  by  oar  own  offioera,  and  snob  was 
thejr  assidaity  aod  saooeaa,  that  one  very  valn- 
abte  veeeel,  then  at  that  place,  was  entiraly  de- 
stroyed. This  would  not  have  h^pened  if  the 
Kavy  Yard  had  been  stationed  at  Baltimore. 
*  This  same  enemy  did  approach  that  oit^ — 
Here  Mr.  Dwiobt  rose  to  order,  in^ting,  that, 
as  this  snbjeot  was  already  before  a  committee  of 
the  Honee,  andbad  not  yet  been  reported  on  by 
that  committee,  it  was  not  in  order  to  introdnoe 
tiie  aame  anbtact  in  the  form  of  an  amendment. 


The  Ohair  dedded  the  ameodinont  to  be  in 
order,  from  which  de^Bi<m  Hr.  Dwidht  ap- 
pealed. 

On  tbis  imneal  a  disonssion  arose,  which  oo- 
onpled  tbe  Honse  for  nearly  an  bonr. 

The  dedsion  of  the  chur  was  opposed  by 
Hesers.  Dwtqht,  UoDuitib,  Muxuct,  MoGot, 
and  Cucfbbll;  and  advocated  by  Kessra. 
LrrTLE,  Babbbt,  f  obstth,  and  Oook. 

.The  Sfuzkb  closed  this  debate,  by  espreea- 
ing  It  as  his  opinion,  that  the  decision  of  Hm 
Chair  was  incorreot.  The  ;>rinciples  of  order 
did  not  admit  of  the  aame  snqjeot  being  rafbrred 
for  oonsidenttioa  at  tbe  same  time  to  diSbrent 
oommitteea.  If  it  were  eo  refierred,  the  report 
of  ona  committee  might  be  made,  and  tbe  deci- 
sion of  tbe  House  taken  on  it,  and  then  the  re- 
port of  another  (perhaps  ot  en  adverse  tennra) 
wonid  come  in,  and  a  new  deciaion  most  agaia 
be  had,  and  so  on  as  (Aen  as  the  report  of  any 
committee  abonld  be  received.  TIbe  Oommittee 
ctftheWbolewaabnt  a  committee  of  the  Hosae^ 
thongh  a  large  nne,  and  before  any  eaUect 
coolabedisonasedln  tbiscomndttee,  whlohbad 
been  reforred  to  any  other  oommittee  of  tJie 
HoQse,  the  oommittee  which  had  charge  of  it 
most  first  be  disoba^^  from  its  cMidderatlon. 
Aa  this  aabjeet  was  now  before  the  Committee 
on  Naval  AAirs,  npon  a  memorial  from  Balti- 
more, if  gentlemen  wiahed  to  briog  it  into  Oom- 
mittee M  tbe  Wbol^  they  nmat  firat  move  to 
discharge  the  naval  committee. 

Hr.  LiTTLx,  tbon(^  still  rettining  bis  orif^nal 
view  of  tbe  snbjeot,  consented  to  withdraw  hia 
proposal  to  amend. 

Mr.  CooKB  moved  the  annexed  proviso,  to 
oome  in  after  the  following  it«m ; 

"  For  the  pay  and  sutislstence  of  the  offlcora, 
noD.comiaistioaed  offlcers,  nm^duis,  and  privates, 
and  irasheriroiiien  of  tbe  Hsrine  Corps,  one  hon- 
dred  and  seventy-six  tboDSand  ona  biuidred  and 
fifty-eight  doUars  and  ten  oents :  "  "  I^nmdtd,  that 
no  brevet  officer  of  the  Muine  Corps  ihili  receive 
tba  pay  and  emolamenta  of  Mb  brevet  grade,  unleal 
he  be  on  doty,  and  have  a  oemmand  acoording  to 
hia  brevet  rank,  and  that  do  ijlowance  shall  be  made 
to  the  PavmaateT  and  Qnartarmaster  of  sud  Corps, 
beyond  ma  compeoaatlon  provided  by  tbe  act  of 
leth  April,  IStfl,  entitled,  'An  act  authorizing 
an  aagmeatation  of  tbe  ICarine  Corps,  and  for  other 
pnrpoBca.' " 

Ur.  Ooon  obaerved,  that,  on  examining  the 
act  estabUshiivthe  Fay  and  QnartermastM^  De- 
partment, it  woold  be  fonnd  that  tbe  offioers  ar» 
entitled  to  «  oertidn  amoont  of  additional  pay, 
besidee  what  they  receive  in  the  line  of  the  army. 
Bnt  on  comparing  tbe  dlieoticms  of  the  lav 
with  the  estimatea  fanned  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Ueans,  it  wonld  appear  either  that 
the  lawa  had  been  disregardeo,  or  that  tboae 
estimates  were  incorrect 

[Here  Mr.  0.  read  the  second  section  of  the 
act  of  1B14,  and  observed,  that  if  tbere  waa  any 
other  act  on  the  snliject,  he  had  not  been  able 
to  find  it] 

On  looking  at  Hit  ntimatei,  «$  find  tat  ft 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THB 


Llentenant  Oolonel  OommanduU,  MTeDtr-flTa 
doll«n  p«r  month :  for  one  Uentenaut  OtMonel, 
sixt7  doUon  per  month:  (ThlB  Utter,  b«  pra- 
■umed,  must  be  &  Brevet  Colonel:)  andforF»' 
tnBstor,  fifh  dolhn  per  month.  Nov,  tt  wodM 
be  fonnd  that  this  officer  teoeived,  hi  buA,  the 
pay  uid  perqniaitee  allowed  to  a  lUor  of  InJErnt- 
17,  irhioD  mai  him  at  leaat  fire  hnndred  dol- 
lars more  t£an  tiie  law  will  Jnalifr.  Tlie  Qnar- 
tennaster  is  a  LlentonaDt  of  the  Oorm  and  his 

Sfuj  is  eetimated  at  siz^  dollan,  and  tlie  par- 
Mtee  of  his  grade^  from  which  it  will  ewear 
at  he  reoeirea  the  eame  pt?  an  a  l[«f<H>  (tf  Oav- 
alrj.  If  this  was  lo,  it  preaeotad  a  caae  which 
onght  oertainlj  to  be  remedied. 

Hr.  UoLun  obaerred,  that  he  had  no  intMi- 
tion  to  oppose  the  amendment,  prorided  it  did 
not  interiwe  with  the  third  seouon  of  the  same 


Hr.  CooKB  relied,  that  hla 
a  litUe  ftirther,  and  was  intended  to  prevent  the 
ofBoers  of  this  oorps  from  reodving  the  pay  of 
fbeir'brevet  rank,  mileaa  their  command  la  the 
same. 

Hr.  BABTLnr  said,  that,  though  not  opposed 
to  the  priodple  of  the  amendment,  he  shoold 
vote  a^lnst  It,  as  sftpended  to  the  present  bill 
He  booed  that  the  pnitlemaa  wonld  bring  it  np 
b^  adutinot  reaofaition,  and  wonld  leoommead 
arevidon  ttftbis  whole  sat^jectibja  oommittee 
of  the  EooHl  He  had  lung  been  of  opinion 
that  some  saoli  revision  was  neoessarj ;  for,  any 
man  who  wonld  look  at  tbe  slatntee,  sod  com- 
pare their  proTidooa  with  the  paj  which  the 
officer*  actoally  received,  wonld  find  himself  in- 
volved In  a  wild«7iess  of  inextricable  diffioiilty. 
His  own  objection  was  not  to  tbe  pay  which  tbe 
officers  received,  bnt  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  amoont  of  it  Is  determined.  He  was  in 
fevor  of  giving  them  a  direct  allowanoe  in 
money,  bnt  of  striking  oat  all  disorettoa  ia  the 
Deparbnent,  as  to  perqDirft«a  and  other  meaaa 
of  emolnment.  By  this  latter  system,  it  had 
come  to  pass,  that,  white  an  (Acer  of  the  Navy, 
engaged  in  aotnsl  service  at  see,  reoeived  sixteen 
or  eighteen  handred  dcUars  a  year,  an  oAoer  of 
tbe  same  rank,  who  stayed  on  diore,  and  did 
nothiog  but  enperintend  a  Navy  Yard,  received 
emolaments  to  tbe  tunonnt  of  three  or  four  thon- 
eand  dollars  a  year.  This  snrely  was  a  state  of 
tilings  that  called  for  revision,  and  for  reforma- 
tion. Some  different  rale  appeared  to  be  ob- 
served on  the  snbjeot  of  pay,  than  that 
which  was    prescribed   by  tbe   etatcte.      He 


wonld,  therefore,  send  the  whole  snt^eot  to  a 
committee :  bat  he  was  opposed  to  tbe  present 
amendment,  beoaose  it  was  pointed  ezolniively 


at  a  corps,  in  which  ambltioD  had  bat  a  very 
Bmited  scope,  and  wbiidi,  so  to  qteak,  had  been 
abeady  snffldently  degraded  by  acts  of  oar 
lemEdation, 

Hr.  DwiOHT  now  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  after  the  words  "  according 
to  his  brevet  rank,"  the  following:  "m*  e«m- 
inand  upon  a  teparaU  ttatUmJ" 

ib.  Powau  objected  to  thla  ameadment^  as 


going  to   leave   the  law  preoisdy  nhn  it 
Ur.  HoLain  said,  that  if  any 


went  to  change  the  law,  he  shoold  be  tmxMd 
to  i^  aa  an  ^qtropriation  bill  did  tict  numdi 
the  prcqter  means  lor  altering  the  laws.   IfBie 


(mly  went  to  enforoe  the  Uw  h 
stands,  it  nd^t  be  a  very  proper  mm.  If  nj 
abnae  does  exist,  it  oiwht  to  be  cwrectsi 

Ut.  Ooc^  having  Oe  same  im[aeariaoHlb 
PowKU,  asked  the  mover  of  thewigmsloMal- 
meat  for  a  fkrther  ttqtlanatioD. 

Mr.  Oooxz  then  went  into  a  tarfbm  iHialn- 
tloa  of  his  i»vpodli(ai ;  inniating  Iha^  if  ik 
officers  do  rec^ve  no  more  than  the  law  iSsn 
them,  hii  proviso  eonld  do  no  hsnn;  lad  if 
they  did  recdve  morc^  his  jvovito  wont  to  ii» 
vent  it 

Mr.  OooK  insisted  that  tbe  tmandnMitt  wul 
only  to  say,  that  the  law  shonld  be  obend,nl 
it  was  idle  to  re-enaot  what  bad  alieady  Ima 
enacted. 

Mr.  MoDcnn  taia,  tliat  be  had  no  olJNAn 
to  the  amendment,  provided  it  oootidDtd  1 
literal  transcript  fhnn  tiie  act  of  Oooehk  Ii 
that  casc^  he  thon^t  it  conld  do  nriuier  mti 
good  nor  mncb  haim,  and  was  willing  to  Mue>> 
to  it  to  gratify  the  mover.  Bat  be  dKn)d<ff- 
t^nly  o^eot  to  the  gentkansn'a  giviu  lut  «m 
internretati<m  to  tbe  law,  instead  of  tba  hr 
iteeU.  He  was  inclined  to  believe,  for  hii  on 
part,  that  the  head  of  the  Navy  Deptroud 
nad,  in  this  matter,  acted  qnile  eoirectlT'  B* 
knew,  peraonally,  that  one  of  tbeee  officandoa 
hold  a  separate  ootunand;  be  prsMmiedlb 
same  to  be  the  caae  with  the  other. 

The  qamtioa  being  then  taken  on  Ur.  Oncin 
amendment  it  was  refected. 

The  amendments  to  the  Navy  AppninsM 
BUL  made  in  Committee  of  the  Wbc4«,  *« 
read  and  agreed  to  in  the  Home,  and  te  w 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  leadii^ 

TbeHooae  a^jonmed. 

WzDNESD^T,  Febrasry  IS. 
Sraahtatw  in  tht  Delaman. 
The  EoDse  then  passed  to  tbe  imfiiidMl 
bnnneea  of  yesterday,  which  was  tbe  «h»i* 
Jeoted  bat  reconsidered  resolotion  of  Mr.  Itst^ 
oaUlcgoD  the  Preddent  of  the  United  Satm« 
certain  rtatements  relating  to  the  receipts  ud 
distmrsemukts  in  the  ports  witiiia  the  I)eH*M 
The  residntion  having  then  been  again  km, 
Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  aaid,  that  wW 
this  reetdation  was  befbre  under  cansidatM 
he  had  olgeoted  to  it  on  the  froond  of  lie  !"»■ 
(dple  on  which  the  call  was  fonnded,  wfudi«« 
of  a  natnre  not  to  be  tolerated  in  thisHoo^ 
being,  hi  enbstance,  this :  tbat  local  ^>'^'^ 
were  to  Inflnntce  the  Hoose  in  deoding  •>■>  "1^ 
Jeotaofapnblicnatare;  and  that  the  amnuttf 
revenne  which  happen*  to  be  wJieoted  a  W 
particnhir  port,  is  to  be  nsed  u  so  "1^" 
why  that  port  shcotd  receive  a  o""'^!^'^ 
pcHtioa  of  £he  pnhlio  reaooroes  ej^wsdedui  m 
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[U.  or  B. 


Moommodotion  or  defanoe.  Thk  prinoiple  h&d 
be«i  diatdnotlj  avowed  hj  n  gentlemvt  bom 
PuuwjlTHua,  who  addressed  the  House  Tester- 
da^.  TLe  gentlemtui  had  said,  that,  ia  selaotiiig 
tlie  db^et  on  irhich  the  OoTwnmuit  shoald 
beatow  its  patronage,  referenoe  was  to  be  had 
to  die  difibrent  amounts  of  revenae  collected  in 
different  parts  of  the  Union:  and  tliat  thoae 
Statn  wbers  the  reTenne  was  oolleoted,  had  a 
prior  daim  to  StaUa  vhare  it  was  not.  Sir, 
this  is  a  prindpla  whioh  I  nttei^  disclaim;  al- 
tboogh,  «a  one  of  the  BeprosentatiTea  of  flto 
State  4d  Now  York,  I  coma  from  a  State  where 
ft  mn<di  larger  amonnt  ot  revenoe  it  oolleoted 
than  In  tlie  port  of  Fhlladdphi^  Another 
gontiaman,  in  the  oonrte  of  his  remarks,  had 
a^  that  the  harbor  of  New  To^  ie  now  aeonre, 
■nd  if  tiie  ^^^toaed  improTsmeiit  in  the  harbor 


New  York,    ar.the 


sentletnan  ia  misti 
rbw  of  New  York, 


defoided  at  all ;  it  is  naked  of  defence:  it  has 
only  one  fort  of  anj  practieal  ntility^whidb  ia 
Fort  Lvt^rette.  ^e  report  (tf  the  En^eers 
teotnomanded  the  erection  of  ^  difibiait  worka 
for  Aedefbnoeoftlutt  p(«t;  bnt  of  these  mlj 
one  has  been  oommenoed,  am  that  one  is  the 
least  <rfall  that  were  proposed.  The  gentleman 
seems  to  infer,  that,  beoaose  innch  money  baa 
been  spent,  theharbor  moat,  of  oonrse,be  safe; 
but  he  doabted  if  it  woold  SQOoeaefaIl7  keep 
ont  a  ringle  eeren^-fbor.  Bat,  though  the 
proportion  of  rereone  collected,  to  moners 
qient  in  defence,  was  greater  in  New  York  than 
any  other  dtj  of  the  Union,  be  was  fiv  from 
nrging  the  sntalleat  cbumon  snoh  a  ground;  on 
the  contrar;,  he  repeated  his  protest  ag^nst  the 
doctrine. 

The  oentleman  says  that  the  public  reeonrcee 
are  to  Be  distribntad,  either  aocording  to  the 
reladTO  Importance  of  different  national  nnder- 
takinga,  or  aeeording  to  the  population  of  the 
diffierrat  States  fbr  pnrpoaea  of  internal  im- 
prorement;  and  that  the  lattwwaa  the  opinion 
of  a  fbrmer  Frealdent.  The  objects  on  which 
the  President  thought  these  eorplns  funds 
^ould  be  erpended,  were  not  great  national 
works  like  that  contemplated  In  the  Delawai^ 
bnt  ol^eota  of  a  local  unportanoe,  as  schools, 
roads,  Ac.  But  since  Oongreaa  had  determined 
OD  eieroiiring  powers  which  oertainly  were 
never  intended  07  the  framers  of  the  oonatlta- 
tion,  (though  they  might  perhaps  be  covered 
by  its  terms,)  they  were  bonnd  to  eiendee 
them,  in  the  first  plaoe,  for  the  general  defence. 
This  was  one  m^a  ''^^  ™  adopting  the 
Federal  Government  The  old  Congress  bad 
the  power  of  peace  and  war,  as  much  as  the 
present  Congress  has,  but  it  possessed  no 
means  of  defending  the  country,  because  it  had 
no  revenue.  The  revenue  of  all  the  Statu 
being  now  placed  in  the  control  of  Congress, 
the  flnt  ot^ect  to  which  it  ahoiild  be  applied 
Is  the  pnhlio  defence,  then  the  p^meot  of  Uie 


public  debt,  and  then  the  encouragement  and 
protection  of  oonuaerce.  Before  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  can  claim  an  applica- 
tion of  a  portion  of  the  revenue,  collected  at 
Philadelphia  or  elsewhere,  to  the  object  he  has 
in  view,  he  ia  bound  to  show  that  the  whold 
coontry  is  ampW  defended,  its  commerce  pro- 
tected, and  its  debt  paid :  then  ha  may  clum 
that  ito  sniplas  resources  may  l>e  divided ;  but 
till  then,  Hr.  W,  held,  that  Oongress  was  b<A 
at  liber^  to  give  the  national  nioda  away  in 
any  manner,  to  the  pr^udice  of  the  great  ob- 
ject he  bad  mentioned.  If  a  fortification  ia 
reqnired  on  the  Mlasonri,  on  Lake  Pontchar- 
tnin,  or  for  any  of  our  conamerdal  cities,  it 
most  be  erected,  before  we  can  go  to  obieots 
like  that  propoeed  in  the  Delaware.  It  ia 
pnldio  necessity  which  ^ves  a  right  to  prior- 
ity in  respect  to  appropriation.  If  we  adopt 
the  narrow  local  prinoiple  which  had  been 
avowed  by  gentiemen,  it  will  embarrass  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  Government ;  will  lead  to 
painful  o<»te>ta  ot  State  against  State,  and 
resolt  in  a  le^slation  of  compromise,  instead 
of  a  legidation  governed  only  by  public  ntility. 
ffia  whole  otjjection  applied  to  the  prindplo 
on  which  this  call  is  to  be  made.  Oentiemm 
aqr  tbey  want  it  for  the  pnrpoees  of  showing 
that  more  revenne  is  otdleeted  at  Fhiladelpbis 
in  prtqiortion  to  the  anma  expended  in  defence^ 
ttiui  dther  at  Boston  or  New  York.  Bnt  aa 
to  works  of  defence,  Philadelphia  is  better 
defended  than  any  other  commercial  dt;  in 
all  the  Union.  The  Board  of  En^eera  hav* 
reported  to  this  House,  that  the  fort  at  tlM 
Pea'Patch  is  a  complete  defence  of  it. 

Mr.  Wttbts  said  he  was  unwilling  to  ooonpT 
Uie  time  of  the  committee  with  a  ftirtiier  dis* 
onsnon  of  this  snl^ec^  and  should  have  suffer^ 
ed  the  fete  of  his  colleagne's  resolution  to  b« 
determined  by  a  dlent  vote,  had  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  stated  the  ai^^ents  of  hia 
colleagnea  and  Idmself  with  tumess ;  but  h« 
seems  to  have  oonjored  np  a  ghost,  only  for 
the  pleasure  of  laying  it  himself.  No  such 
doctrine  had  been  advanced  aa  the  genUemaa 
imputed ;  on  the  contrary,  tbey  had  both  dis- 
(Jalmed  it.  They  went  no  farther  than  to  stat* 
a  case,  by  way  of  illustration,  whether,  sup- 
poring  there  were  two  dties,  which  required 
woii»  of  protection,  and  at  one  of  them  muoli 
larger  amns  had  been  expended  for  the  ol^ect 
thuL  at  the  other,  althoogh  the  one  least  d»- 
fboded  yielded  the  greatest  revenue  of  the  two, 


a  new  espMiditnre  at  the  latter  rather  than  al 
the  tbrmer.  He  admitted  that  those  who  may 
hereafter  advocate  the  propriety  of  erecting 
a  breakwater  in  the  Ddaware  Bay,  will  hi 
haand  to  show  that  it  is  intrinsically  a  national 
object,  and  one  that  deserves  the  ^>propriati<»i 
it  will  oost;  bnt  if;  when  they  have  done  thia 
fully,  they  shall  be  able  to  show,  in  addition, 
that  less  of  the  public  moneys  have  been  ex- 
pended there  than  in  other  places,  though 
equally  needed,  will  it  not  add  strength  to  thdr 
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(ftpefll  In  behalf  of  the  improTementl  The 
raitlemui  from  Hew  York  will  (umrer,  tiist 
it  we  are  able  to  eat&blidi  the  fkct,  that  the 
work  we  oak  for  ia  needed — that  it  ia  a  woik 
of  national  atilit/ — we  have  done  all  we  are 

Krmittod  to  do:  we  mnat  atop  there,  and 
Lve  the  qaeation  on  Ita  own  naked  merita. 
Blr,  it  ia  a  beaotiful  theoir ;  hot,  nnhi^pilj, 
it  la  a  theoiT  onlj,  that  oljeota  wUl  get  fw- 
ward  in  this  Uotiae  bj  their  merita  alone.  He 
thought  he  mioht,  without  being  gaOty  of  dia- 
reapect  to  the  Honae,  be  permitted  to  H7,  that 
ft  meaanre  waa  not  alwa^a  able  to  work  ita 
way  bf  BQoh  argnmenta.  He  might  appeal,  in 
'  confirmation  of  thia  position,  to  a  verj  recent 
eaae:  In  the  debate  on  tlie  Jndioiarr,  it  had 
appeared,  bj  atatementa  of  gentlemen  from  the 
West,  that  some  remedj  to  the  evila  "T^Hng 
there  had  long  been  tODf^t  and  the  case, 
with  all  ita  atrong  appeala  to  toe  jnstioe  <tf  thia 
House,  had  been  presented,  season  aftv  aea- 
aion,  jet  it  waa  not  nntil  now  that  any  relief 
liad  been  obtained.  He  might,  therenav,  be 
pardoned,  in  Boppoeing,  that  it  wonld  not  be 
all-aufficient  to  snow  that  a  breakwater  waa 
needed  in  the  Delaware  Baj,  on  great  national 
conriderationa — it  was  deairable  to  preae  on  the 
Bouse  other  argnmenta  in  addition  to  the 
nmple  ezpedienoj  of  the  object  itoel£  Bnt  it, 
when  the  information  aonght  bj  the  reaolution 
ia  aaed  isx  the  heretical  manner  sn[^oaed  bf 
the  gentleniaii  from  New  York,  it  vnU  be  time 
enough  then,  to  ezpoae  tbo  nnaonndneaa  or 
DBiTowaess  of  the  pnnoiplea  on  which  it  ia  at- 
tempted to  be  applied.  But  it  would  not  be 
bard  to  show,  hy  a  reference  to  paat  lega- 
tion, that  anch  were  not  the  prinoiplea  held 
and  acted  npon  by  the  pnblio  men  of  Penniyl- 
Tania.  Lock,  as  one  matanoe,  at  the  a,vpTO- 
priation  for  the  Omnberland  road,  IHd  Penii- 
■ylTania  advocate  that  appropriation  on  a  mere 
local  or  interested  policy  t  Was  that  road  calon- 
lated  to  l>eneBt  ber  t  Did  it  not  tend  to  draw 
from  her  eastern  seaport,  and  her  weatem 
Birmingham,  the  current  of  population  and  of 
trade,  fbr  the  improvement  of  Ohio)  He 
might  point,  as  another  example,  to  the  Ohio 
and  Gneaapeake  Oanal  Company ;  that  canal 
did  not  surely  addiesa  itself^  with  any  very 
etrong  dfdm,  to  the  sense  of  mere  local  intereet 
in  Pennaylvania,  The  oonrHe  now  charged  upon 
the  Fenneylvania  delegation,  had  never  been 
pnrsned  by  them,  and  be  regretted  that  anch 
an  impotation  had  fallen  from  one  of  the 
repreaentativea  of  the  great  State  of  Kew  York. 
She  luts  power  and  mfinence  enough  in  thia 
Honse  to  crash  the  measure  proposed  for  the 
improrement  of  a  sister  State,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  commerce  of  s  neighboring  dty, 
while  ahe  is  herself  in  no  danger  of  being  im- 
peded or  put  down;  but  he  had  expected 
more  of  magnanimity  than  would  be  betr^ed 
by  such  a  course.  As  to  hunting  this  infor- 
mation throngh  the  journals  of  the  House,  the 
aame  answer  might  be  made  to  almost  any 
motion  for  a  coll  of  papers ;  but  he  waa  anr- 


prised  such  an  argument  ahould  b«  miid 
against  the  present  resolntion,  (and  one  cw* 
^  a  similar  kind,  from  PennijlvKiuk)  irUlg 
it  was  not  advanced  against  the  very  freqncat 
ealla  which  have  been  proposed  and  agreed  tt 
at  the  preaent  searfon. 

Mr.  STORBaobaerTedi,  in  reply,  that,  aa  me  (< 
the  delegation  from  New  York,  he  wonH  aij 
m  that,  if  he  and  bia  oolleagoea  were  gtmn- 
edby  theprindple  on  whicn  the  advocilM  if 
the  reatdntion  hod  ai^ed,  instead  of  oppoeiiig 
Uda  call,  they  wonld  give  it  thdr  moit  Wtf 
■upport.  They  mnat,  at  least,  be  aGqniCt«d« 
all  mtention  to  injitre  Philadelphia,  in  thar 
oppoaition  to  it;  becanse,  if  the  principle  be 
correct,  tiiat  those  ciUea  are  to  have  a  pre^ 
enoe  wnere  the  revenne  bean  the  larmt  pro- 


mnat  long  be  postponed.  Nothing  01 
more  convenient  to  them  and  their  ecaulitih 
enta,  than  such  a  comparison ;  for,  it  noM  be 
manifest  to  all,  that  on  such  a  prindpK  Qa 
expeuditnre  mnat  begin  in  the  harbor  ^  "Stw 
York;  butheoouldnot  reconcile  the  prisafle 
with  any  of  his  views  of  propriety.  It  "trit* 
a  blow  at  the  entjre  system  of  one  internal  in- 
provaments.  He  had  always  thon^t  (iitt  tke 
prqject  of  dietribnting  the  anrplas  rereiiM 
among  the  States,  in  proportion  to  tlieii  pc^ 
lation,  waa  extremely  ol^ eotionable ;  wdj) 
entirely  inDonnstent  was  it  with  bis  cndeiMu' 
ing  of  the  constitution,  that,  should  mcb  sUt 
paw  both  Bouses,  it  woold,  in  his  Dpiain,  bt 
the  duty  of  the  President  to  pat  his  «(<  "V 
it.  If  it  la  supposed  constitutionBl  to  eDtaoBi 
svstem  of  internal  improvemmta,  it  ""^iJf 
Bbown  alti^etber  from  the  cwisdtatkHi  im, 
and  not  on  the  prindple  which  referred  to  ui( 
pointa  at  which  the  national  revenue  is  w 
lected.  Any  principle  of  favor  to  any  of  a* 
States,  was  one  which  oonld  not  be  sdmitw 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asked  w 
Honse  to  compare  the  amount  of  reTenueW' 
lected  in  her  harlxa^  with  the  mowj  •*" 
pended  there  on  forts  and  ligbt^hoosea, isW 
argument  why  ahe  shonld  have  tiiie  bw- 
water.  But,  do  the  gentiemen  conwdef  ™» 
this  principle  is  to  operate  on  other  SwMl 
Take,  for  example,  the  State  of  North  Cam- 
Wliat  would  she  receive  on  sooh  a  jlBj 
NoUiing,  rfr;  nothing  at  alL  The  «^ 
actually  expended  on  lighthonsBS  andwttiW- 
tiona,  bnil^  or  ordered  to  be  built,  w™"  I? 
greater  than  the  whole  amonnt  cf  '*'*"5,'!^ 
lected  there.  The  same  obsCTvation  wga  t» 
^>plied  to  Savannah.  What  woeld  b«<oB>e« 
Rhode  Island  I  What  b  the  amount  of  f««« 
collected  in  Narragansett  Bay!  Ana  tf  »• 
argmnent  applies  one  way,  gentiemen  ""^'t 
member  that  it  applies  the  other  way  al»  " 
mnoh  revenue  is  to  have  much  defence  ■  j. 
roTcnne  ia  to  have  no  defence.  The  pniMp" 
strikes  at  the  whole  system  of  i"""*^ 
provement  Congress  made  an  i(ipro[HT'^ 
for  the  Cumberland  road;  was  tbst  «"  » 
principle  of  e^fendiug  the  pnUio  moiMT  ** 
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f  the  moimt^iifl,  and  for  tiie  b«ii«fit  of  thu 
IT  that  psitionlar  State!  Not  at  all,  Jt  was 
granted  to  be  expended  oa  s  great  national 
rork,  eminently  ocmdndTe  to  the  wel£we  of 
he  eaaatry  ae  a  whole.  Bo  Googreaa  aab- 
«ribed  800,000  dollara  In  ^d  of  the  Delaware 
Bd  Obeat^eake  OaoaL  Did  th^j-  do  this  for 
he  oommwoial  interest  of  Philadelphia  in  par- 
ioolar,  orof  BaKimorein  partianlarl  Not  at 
JL  liooal  interest  was  not  the  point  on  which 
itat  meaaore  waa  Kq>pwted.  It  wae  argued 
)j  the  gentleman  lit™alf,  frtm  Fennaylraaia, 
in  the  gronnd  of  its  bring  OMUteeted  with  the 
atereeta  of  the  nation  at  lane. 

Entert^ning  these  viewa,  Sir.  B.  aaid,  that,  In 
Lp^vpiiating  for  an^  improremeoL  he  ahoiild 
lirect  hia  riewa  to  the  whole  Oonftoarao;.  He 
honld  not  atop  to  tA  how  mooh  rereaoe  waa 
ollected  at  Philadelphia:  for,  if  ^lia  irwk  in 
he  Delaware  exoeedea  Qieamonnt  of  that  rere- 
me,  ten  times  over,  he  ahoold,  neTertiMlaM^  vote 
br  it,  if  ha  oonoelred  it  expedient  and  proper, 
n  a.  nalioDal  point  of  view.  But  tf  we  are  to 
;o  on  the  gronnd  of  favoring  the  States  Jnalioe 

0  hia  conatitnenta  would  require  that  he  sbonU 
rote  for  beginning  with  hla  own  Btata  first 

1  tbia  meaanre  of  the  breakwater  waa  to  be 
ilsced  on  the  principle  of  local  leglalatioo,  he 
honld  Tota  against  it  altogether;  a  eoorse  he 
hoald  be  sorrr  to  adopt,  beoanae  ke  felt  tKmr- 
ibly  impressed  in  regard  to  Its  proprle^.  Bnt, 
ndependentlf  of  all  thi^  what  la  the  iLformA- 
ioQ  asked  fort  First,  for  tiie  rerenne  edleot- 
<d;  and  then,  tai  the  m<mm  enwoded  In  the 
)Dilduig  of  forts,  the  emotion  of  lightJioaaee^ 
leaoona,  bnora,  &o.,  for  the  protection  of  oom- 
ncroe.  Bat^ked  Ur.  S.,  whj  did  gentlemen 
itop  beret  why  do  they  not  go  back  to  the 
>eriod  when  PhUadelphia  was  Oi»  Mat  of  Qot- 
mment,  and  ioqiiiro  what  soma  ww»  apent 
here,  in  oonaeqneaoe  of  the  preeenoa  of  the 
JoTemmentt  What  was  expended  on  the 
ivrj  Yard  t  What  waa  laid  out  in  the  salaries 
if  all  the  public  offloerst  What  waa  snb- 
cribed  tothe  Delaware  and  CSle•^>eake  Canal  t 
ffhat  amoont  of  t^e  proviaiona  and  elothiiu; 
tftheannr  waapaTohaaedtbKvt  Howmoch 
non^  the  memoera  of  Gougieea  eroended 
here  t  (No  mean  item  in  the  aeoonnt,  if  living 
a  as  dear  there,  aa  it  is  in  this  <atj.)  The 
oere  mention  of  these  tmtjeots  of  inqnlr^  was, 
n  itself^  roffloiemt  to  show  bow  nnaatirfaotory 
laj  areoment  mnst  be,  which  ia  attempted  to 
w  built  npon  Booh  an  inveatigation.  It  was 
mpoerible  to  determine.  If  nntiemeo  had 
iTBrf  letter  and  flgnre  befiwe  tttem,  and  even 
nbmitted  to  the  Eonae  anj  tldng  like  tlie 
nmparatiTe  amonnt  of  pablM  mon«7  that  had 
Men  expended  in  different  places,  the  aooonnt 
nnst  be  imperfect  at  the  best;  and  if  it  U  im- 
Mrfeot,  it  proves  nothing.  Bia  great  objection 
»  the  call,  however,  waa  not  on  thla  latter 
FTonnd,  bat  on  ooi^derationi  of  principle. 
what  be  had  at  flrat  stated,  aa  to  the  work 
itael^  he  repealed,  that  hia  views  at  present 
vote  in  its  bvw. 


Mr.  HoLun,  of  Delaware,  aud  that  ha 
■honld  not  have  l>eea  in  &vor  of  preeentina 
this  reeolntion  to  the  Honse;  bnt,  aa  it  h^ 
been  presented,  he  hoped  the  Eonse  would  not 
see  in  It  anj  thing  so  very  formidable  as  to 
prevent  its  adoption.  Be  perfecdv  cononrred 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  York  in  the 
principles  he  had  lud  down,  and  he  believed 
and  hoped  there  were  oo  gentlemen  on  that 
floor  in  favor  of  acting  on  the  oppomte  prin- 
ciple ;  bnt  there  waa  no  need  to  consider  that 
^neabon  now.  What  is  the  Eonae  oonaider- 
iogl  The  proprietj  of  making  an  appropna- 
tioD  for  tide  breakwater  t  Not  at  all.  Waa 
any  qneation  before  it  relating  to  internal  im- 
provementat  There  was  none.  Waa  it  now 
aaked  to  facilitate  the  commerce  of  Pbiladel- 


propMT  to  make  it  public!  No  gentleman 
wonld  inflst  that  it  was  improper  to  make 
these  &ota  public  They  are  public  already. 
It  would  be  the  duty  of  the  public  officer  to 
present  every  one  of  them  to  the  Honse, 
whether  they  were  called  for  or  not 

They  sre  all  ra>read  on  onr  public  docnmentL 
and  may,  though  with  great  labor,  be  oolleoted 
from  the  fllea,  by  any  member  of  this  HooM. 
The  restdntioa  oalle  for  the  amount  of  revenoB 
reerived,  and  of  monc^  expended,  on  improve- 
ments witUn  the  Bay  of  Delaware  Was  it 
an  answer  to  aay  that  gentlemen  in  "'«i''"g 
tUs  inquiry,  were  influenced  by  a  certain 
motive!  Burely  not  And  it  would  not  do 
for  the  gmtleman  from  New  York  to  eay  that 
he  will  not  suffer  a  certain  item  of  intenul  im- 
provement to  be  made,  beoanae  other  gentle- 


men advocate  it  cm  a  prindple  he  diaaporovea. 
Let  the  gentlonan  ftmn  New  YoHc  judge  for 
himself^  rat  let  others  do  so  too;  and  £3  not 


prevent  them  from  getting  all  the  information 
they  may  deem  necessary,  becaose  th^  may 
fonn^  npon  that  information,  some  argnment 
tliey  may  think  &lse.    Beddea,  how  can  the 

Cleman  prevent  the  friends  of  this  resolation 
getting  this  information  t  I,  said,  Mr.  HoL, 
can  get  it,  whether  the  Honse  passes  this  reeo- 
lntion or  not  It  will  cost  ns  some  labmr,  butt 
if  the  House  refuses  to  call  on  the  Prendent  for 
this  information,  we  can,  we  will  obtain  it  for 
onrselvea.  The  information  is  not  improper,  and 
why  are  we  not  to  have  it!  For  myself,  I 
should  consider  myself  bound,  in  courtesy.  If 
any  gentleman  saya  he  requires  certain  infor- 
mi6oa  for  the  right  perfoimance  of  hie  duty, 
to  ocaueat  he  shonU  have  it  The  Hodb^  by 
agreeing  to  this  can,  estaUishes  no  principle. 
If  it  did,  I  should  oertmnly  reject  the  reeoln- 
tiou.  But  the  House  IB  left  wholly  nnoommitted. 
L  too,  am  in  favor  of  this  breakwater.  Bnt  I 
uiall  take  a  different  mode  to  show  it  from  that 
pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
At  this  point  the  Speaker  interfteed,  anil 
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ureitod  Uie  fbrUier  progreas  of  the  debate,  the 
time  epproprUted  to  the  ooiuideratioii  of  reao- 
lutions  hmviDg  expired. 


The  House  tlieii,  on  motion  of  Mr.  UoDnr- 
m,  rcaolved  itwlf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whi^e  oa  the  itAte  of  the  UdIoil  Mr.  HoLur, 
of  DelAVkre,  in  the  ch«ir,  and  proceeded  to 
the  oonnderatitm  of  the  fMloviBg  rcMdatiooa, 
mored  b^  Hr.  UoDimiB,  on  the  IMlt  of  De- 
cember last,  Tiz'. 

".ft(K>lMd,Tbftt,  forthe  pnrpoee  of  eleetiDf  ttM 
Freddent  BDd  Tlc«  PraaideDt  of  the  United  Bute*, 
the  eonetitatfoD  ought  to  be  lo  unended,  tlut'a 
nnifimn  inteiii  of  Toting  by  district*,  ilwB  b«  ee- 
tBbIbhediiieIItfaeBuiei;udlhattbe  conMitatkm 
ooriit  to  be  ibrther  unended,  in  meh  "■«"»"  a* 
iriu  prerent  the  eleetlan  of  the  Kforeeaid  offleeie 
from    doTOlTliig  upon  the  Mapaotire  Honeai  of 


»K?p«J 


Klwtd,  That  a  Bdect  Conunittee  be  qipoiat' 
ed,  with  IcetrDctlou  to  prepare  end  report  ft  J(^( 
teMdntion  embredng  the  afneadd  otgeota." 
These  reeotntions  luving  be«i  ruid — 
Vr   IfdDtnmi  addressed  the  oommittee  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Ohainnan:  Hie  rescdotion  whioh  has 
been  referred  to  the  oonaideratim  of  the  eom- 
mittee,  Is  resolTsble  into  two  distinet  praotieal 
pn^MsitioDS,  as  plain  and  obvloaa  in  thdr  im- 
pOTt  as  thej  are  nnqaeetioDablj  important  in 
their   tendenor-    Th«  first  otKit«mplatee  tlte 


eatablishment  of  a  mu£wm  mode  of  Toting,  bj 
distriota,  for  the  President  and  Ytoe  Preddent 
ct  the  United  States,  instead  of  leaying  to  the 
Ire^datnrea  of  the  reepeottve  States,  dther  to 
preeorilm  and  vary  the  mode  of  Toong,  or  to 
asanme  and  eieroise  that  important  Amotion 
themselvee.  The  second  proposes  that,  in  the 
event  of  no  person  receiTing  a  muorit^  of  all 
the  electoral  vot«8,  at  the  first  ballotluE,  some 
proTlnon  aball  be  made  for  the  final  aispod- 
tion  of  the  ooDtest,  that  will  eopersede  the 
eventDal  interfereooe  of  either  branch  of  0«hi- 
srees,  in  the  election  of  the  two  chief  Ezecntive 
jUgiatrates  of  the  Bepnblio.  As  the  reeololitm 
does  not  declare  whether  it  is  expedient  tliat 
the  electors  dioold  be  dispensed  with  or  re- 


tained, nor  indicate  the  substitute  br  whidi 
the  fliul  election  shall  be  prevented  from  d»- 
TolTinK  won  Oongreaa,   I   will  verr  briefij 


State  tA«  details  of  the  proposed  amendment, 
in  reference  to  these  partioolar  objeota. 

As  the  electora,  If  retaioed  at  aiQ,  wonld  hold 
their  first  balloting  immediatelj  after  thej  are 
ohoaen,  and  onder  (urcnmBtsnoes  that  would 
almost  preclude  the  poesibililj  of  tampering 
or  oormption,  I  am  willing  to  acqnieece  m  anf 
decision  that  a  mqjorit;  ta  the  committee  may 
make,  upon  the  qaestion  of  retaining  them  m 
the  OTBt  instanoe.  For,  altbongh  I  do  not 
believe  the  electors  to  L>e  of  an;-  possible  utility 
in  the  a;gt«m,  and  oao  perceive  considerable 
olfjeotions  to  retaining  them  e*ea  thus  par- 


tianr,  ret,  if  a  maioritr  of  the  ttmiam 
dkonld  thbk  differantlj,  I  will  cbeciM; 
Hwrifioe  this  miiuff  otxaideralJoii,  to  nan 
the  aooMnpUshment  of  the  great  olgeet  vt  lb 
contemplated  amendmvit 

Bnt,  m  oaae  the  primaiT  vota  of  tb«  She- 
toral  0<dlee«a  dtall  fitU  to  decide  the  eiedka, 
I  propoae  that  the  two  hi^iest  oaudidiU^ 
re4>eotivel7,  shall  be  referred  back  totiM)iN- 
^e,  voting  oireotljr  for  the  Freeideiit  ud  Tm 
Presidait  hj  diatriote.  For,  wb«i  it  ii  ks- 
iodwed  that  at  least  three  or  four  moodu  eoisI 
nnavoidab^  elsfiae  between  the  first  ud  ^ 
second  ballotinB,  the  orgnment  sgsiiMt  nti» 
ing  a  body  of  eleatom  fivr  so  long  s  peikd  n- 
poeed  to  tonptation,  becomes,  inmj  jndpnit, 
irreeistible.  And,  in  additicn  to  thu  tiev<l 
the  eat^eot,  when  the  contest  is  tedooed  l*i 
-'-  ie  issne  betweot  two  ecanpetiUn,  tbm 
„  _  end  to  all  the  conowvable  reasou  fori 
dlscr^totary  aceut^,  and  the  interpoaliiis  if 
eleotors  can  on^  be  regarded  as,  at  bert,  1  ■»■ 


Buob,  itr.  Ohalrmaii,  is  the  brief  cntliiui' 
an  arautdment,  whicli  ao  onphaticillj  ^K^ 
its  own  inpcrtiOMNs  that  I  need  scarcel;  ianib 
the  patiott  and  nndiTided  attentioD  of  thw 
who,  nnder  Ote  moat  aokmn  reeponatolilj  M 
the  preaant  and  fdtore  generstiois,  ara  tofn- 
nonooe  and  reewd  Ihrar  indgments  spca  it 

The  first  famMh  of  ue  resolotiai  >•  «• 
coniideriag,  dedarea  the  expedienej  <i^ 
liahing  a  nniform  BTatem  of  roting,bjditfm 
for  t£e  Preridoit  and  Tiee  PrendeA.  4 
adverting,  for  a  momeot,  to  the  eiiriiig  Jf^ 
virions  ot  the  constitDtion  <ai  this  nlJMd  ■ 
will  be  perouved  that  tbe  important  <>£"'■>'■ 
Dt  electing  the  two  chief  Exemtive  offiwn  « 
the  United  States  is  not  regnlated  br  a>f  «f 
sttCtitMnui^  raJa  HibrieMr.  The  0(»utitDlM^  V 
dedarkig,  that  "each  State  ahsUappciitw 
deotors,  in  aoeh  rnanser  as  the  ^fl*'~; 
thereof  may  prescribe,"  pnU  an  mieww™ 
negative  npon  the  ideaof  flxednttsnd^ 
maneooe,  which  essuitially  enter  Into  at  <>*' 
mentary  notitw  of  c(mstitDtional  nc^l*^ 
Diflbrent  ndes  prevwl  in  the  same  Em  » 
di^ront  timta,  and  in  tbo  diffinnt  otw** 
the  aanw  time,  all  liable  to  be  choogsd  sm«»- 
ing  to  the  varying  views  and  fiaotaa&V"^ 
tonea  of  poHtioal  partiee.  It  Biaj  l»  ^^T 
as  a  political  axiom,  that  those  ci«^^r| 
of  popular  eovereignty  which  bring  "•■Jj 
chine  of  Government  into  existence  sM  P" 
it  in  motion,  ooght  to  be  placed  bejM* J" 
power  of  any  legislative  control  »i»»"r 
The  reason  is  obvions.  This  sopfliior  rtwm 
of  the  fondamental  law  is  euentisl  to  pnw 
the  rights  of  the  minority  from  the  wjsw" 

'  oppreedon  of  the  mnjorily.  All  wp<n<^ 
reethatitis  in  the  very  nature  of  puw" 


proves  uiat  it  is  m  uie  ver;  luuun"-  i„tn. 
parties  to  "feel  power  and  forget  ri^t-  '" 
end  which  every  party  proposes  to  iWftwr 
object  of  its  united  effort,  u  power.  U  " 
pni»idt  ot  this  object,  tiie  m^oritj  low  »" 
iense  of  justice  which  should  protect  thengM 
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people  ir« 


be  pomoted  by  exdndhiK  their  (wonents  from 
porer,  and,  nndtftbedeliuirfl  beuefthattfaer 
are  Mucained  by  patriotio  motirea,  tike^  ecm- 
mit  Ae  moat  flignnt  aote  of  oatrage  i^tm  the 
minM^.  That,  dr,  baa  been  our  own  ex- 
perieBoe  on  the  mbjeott  Some  ten  or  fiftMU 
TeanaRO,  the  dtanmant  party  in  tlie  State  of 
HaMaoniuette  made  an  artiflraal  uraa^ement 
of  the  diatricti^  ao  as  to  exolnde  the  maumtj 
from  power  ahnost  as  oompletdr  as  the  change 
from  the  diatrict  to  the  jnotril  ticket  sTitem 
vonld  hare  done  it.  After  the  individaal,  I 
bdieve,  who  waa  prinoipallr  inatmmental  in 
bringing  abont  thia  aoheme  of  part7  tjraimj, 
U  ia  known  over  the  whole  Uidon,  hj  the 
name  of  the  Oorrymmtdering  ^ratem.  The 
'  I  were  rotued  to  indignation,  not  only  in 
ahnaetta,  bnt  dtrooghont  the  United  State*. 


a  prooeeding^  and  of  perhaps 
Bome  anaioeooa  ocoarrenoes  in  oth^  Statea, 
the  prcKposiBon  tor  estaUiduDK  a  aoitona  dis- 
trict ayatem  of  roOag  for  the  dCaotora  (rf  Freai- 
dent  was  bronght  fo^ard  by  North  Oarolina 
— «  State  which,  to  her  oUier  claims  to  oon- 
aiderotion  in  the  Union,  adds  a  staad&st  and 
tinlfonn  adherenoe  to  sonnd  Bepnblioan  prin- 
dples.  This  proposition  was  ooncorred  in  by 
a  large  n^jority  of  the  Legislstnree  of  the 
States,  and,  amongst  the  rest,  two  of  the  largest 
States  in  the  XTnlon,  Kew  York  and  Tirgims, 
adopted  it  by  an  almost  nnanimoos  vote  of 
their  respective  L^alstnrea. 

Proceeding  to  examine  theae  aeveral  plans, 
In  the  order  in  which  I  have  stated  them,  I 
ahall  very  briefiy  dispose  of  the  first.  As  to 
the  power  which  the  Legislatores  of  most  of 
the  States  have  assumed,  at  (me  time  or  another, 
of  choosing  the  Preddential  electors  thenuelvea, 
I  feel  sasived  that  I  shall  have  the  oononrrenoe 
of  a  lai^  m^ority  of  those  who  hear  me,  when 
I  pronoonoe  it  a  nsorpatdoD.  Yes,  sir,  Che  very 
fint  sots  of  the  State  Legislatnres,  in  relatirai 
to  the  election  of  the  Pramdent,  ftimish  the 
beat  refatstion  of  the  dootrlne  bald  by  some 
gentlemen,  that  the  State  Eje^slatoree  onght  to 
retdn  an  agenOT  and  control  In  the  election  of 
thatf^oer.  We  see  that  these  L^dslatnrea  can 
usurp  power  as  well  ae  abnse  it.  To  settle  this 
qnestioa,  as  to  the  power  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, a  fbw  remarks  only  will  be  necessary. 
The  words  of  the  oonatitntion  are,  that  "  each 
Stat*  shall  appoint "  the  electors  of  Premdent 
"in  snoh  manner  as  the  Lsgulaturt  thereof 
may  prtteribe.'"  The  i^att  nukes  the  aj^xrint- 
ment,  and  the  £«^Iatitrtf  baa  only  the  power 
to  prescribe  the  mode.  That  the  word  "State" 
meaas  the  ^ple  of  the  State,  is  obvious,  not 
only  from  its  ordioary  gnunmatJeal  import, 
■tandioff  contradlslingaiuied  from  the  word 
<*  Legislature,"  bnt  also  fh>m  the  commentary 
contained  in  the  Federalist  which,  considering 
the  anthorlty  of  that  celebrated  ezporitian, 
n^eisedea  the  neoesai^  of  any  further  argo- 
Toi.  VnL— M, 


ment  on  this  point  In  a  aomber  writtoi  by 
Ur.  Hamilton,  relative  to  the  ^tpointment  of 
the  Premdent,  we  find  the  following  dedaive 
woods:  "They  have  not  made  the  appoint- 
ment of  President  to  depend  upon  pre-exist- 
ing bodies  of  men,  who  might  be  tampered 
with  bcdbrehand,  to  prostitate  their  votee,  bnt 
they  have  referred  it,  in  the  first  instanoCi  to 
the  immediata  act  (tf  the  petplt  ^  AiMrica, 
to  be  exerted  in  the  choice  of  penons,  for  thn 
t«mp<naiy  and  ac^  pnrposa  of  maUng  the  a^ 
pointraent"  Aaanming,  then,  that  ^e  power 
braetofore  exerdaed  by  the  State  Legislatures^ 
hsa  been  withoat  the  wanrant  of  the  oonstitn^ 
tjon,  I  shall  proceed  to  compare  the  only  two 
remaining  modes  of  voting,  tnat  have  prevailed 
in  the  di^rent  Statee. 

The  first  ol^Jeotion  which  I  shall  urge  against 
the  general  ticket  system,  is,  that  it  not  only 
destroys  the  vote  of  the  minority  in  the  State^ 
bnt  actoally  traosfera  the  votea  which  that  mi- 
nori^  giv«  in  bvor  of  one  candidate,  to  another. 
We  know  that,  in  almost  evwy  State  in  the 
Union,  there  senerally  exists  a  divirion  of  opin- 
ion amongst  tbe  people,  on  the  aubjeot  of  the 
Presidentaal  election.    Assaming  that  the  peo- 

Sle  ot  New  York,  for  example,  shonld  be  thus 
Ivided  in  opinion,  in  the  propiortion  of  nine- 
teen thonaana  for  one  candidate,  and  seventeen 
fbr  another,  what,  let  me  aak,  is  the  effect  of 
the  general  ticket  apon  the  vote  of  that  State  t 
It  fordbty  ^ves  the  vote  of  seventeen  thoosand 
citiseos  to  the  candidate  agaimtt  whom  they 
aotnslly  voted.  The  very  votes  whi^  the 
people  intended  to  defeat  his  eleotioa,  are,  by 
the  i^t«,  wrested  tram  their  legitimate  aim, 
and  made  subservient  to  the  advancement  of  a 


into  hia  service.  It  is  thna,  At,  that,  under  the 
delnsive  and  mistaken  idea  of  preserving  the 
rights  of  the  States,  we  aacrifloe  tiia  fondunen- 
tal  principles  of  the  Republican  system.  We 
literally  immolate  the  Pwpb  by  thousands  and 
myriads,  at  tbe  edirine  of  an  ide^  phantom.  Bnt 
we  shall  be  told  that  it  is  the  duty  oi  the  mi- 
nority to  Eobmit  to  the  will  of  the  mijority. 
This,  sir,  ia  an  obvioos  truth ;  but  I  beg  gen- 
tlemen not  to  be  misled  by  it  It  has  no  ap- 
plication to  the  qnestion  I  am  conMdering.  I 
am  not  complaining  that  the  minority  are  com- 
pelled to  stibniit,  bnt  that  all  the  miooritlsa  in 
the  States  are  ann^ilUtd,  in  making  np  the 
general  aggre^Ie  of  tbe  whole  Union,  as  if  they 
were  immatensl  powers  In  a  political  equation. 
And  the  reason  why  I  do  complain  of  this  is, 
that  it  gives  the  minority  in  the  Union  a  dianoe 
for  ascendency  equal  to  that  enjoyed  by  the  mv 
jority. 

Bnt^  "iSi.  Ohfdrman,  iha  real  ijueetion  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  decide,  is,  whether  we 
will  establish  tbe  district  system,  or  have  no 
system  at  all.  It  is  certain,  from  tbe  known 
state  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject,  that 
the  people  will  never  consent  to  the  ettablish- 
ment  ot  a  nalform  general  ticket  ^atem,  by 
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n  •meDdmant  of  the  oonstitDtliHi.  Blull  we, 
ttien,  ntber  permit  the  ezUting  aute  of  ooniti' 
tathnel  ludtj  to  aoDSSiiat,  than  adopt  the  dli- 
triot  Rfateinl 

In  eMtmadog  tlw  dangera  of  tke  praaent  state 
of  thinga,  I  ha,T«  often  omuidered  that  FtotI* 
deaoe  haa  been  Undlj  regaidfU  of  n%  or  we 
alionld  ban  been  loi^;  rinoe  involved  in  the 
-  It  diaatroQi  dfil  oomlati,  PertiaM  w«  owe 
a  oonddiEnUe  de- 


thia 


t,  In  sot 


te  ezenrntlm, 
_     .  moderation  and  lamperanoe 

national  oharaeter.  BnttinleMtheoonttibilion 
b  fixed  npoft  aome  oarbdn  fbondatioB,  tbero  ia 
ieriona  ground  for  apfvehtoding  Ibeooenireooe 
(tf  the  moat  delicate  and  emlurraariDg  qneslioa 
at  no  distant  period.  I  will  atate  a  case  that 
vuy  probably  oooor  at  the  ver^  next  eleoti<m, 
ana  reqneet  gentlemoi,  if  thej  ean,  to  acdve  the 
diiHenlt  qnaeticm  inTolTed  ia  it  New  Tork, 
we  know,  la  now  divided  into  electoral  diittiota, 
hj  a  law  which  ia  adndtted  on  all  hands  to  be 
oonatibitionaL  BniqMMetheLegidatnreof  that 
Btata,  under  the  planalble  pretext  of  preventing 
the  diTUon  of  the  elective  power  of  the  State, 
were,  on  the  eve  of  the  next  Freddcmtial  elec- 
tion, to  re-aasntne  the  power  which  the;  for* 
mmj  ezorciBed,  and  (^pt^n(  the  Fnridential 
dtcAon.  Siqtpoee  the  peo[de  (tf  Um  exialing 
distriota,  "mjnt^lning  thu  sot  of  reanmptiim  mi 
the  part  of  the  Lepibtart^  to  bennocautttoUoD- 
al,  were  to  vote  for  electora,  diflltreiit  from 
tiioee  ohoaen  bj  the  Leffidature;  and  Out, 
mider  theae  oonfiioting  tulee,  two  pretendera 
ahoDjd  claim  the  aoeptre  of  Exeentive  power. 
Thia  woold  be  a  oonteat  which  conld  onl;  be  de- 
cided bjadvOwar;  andweahonldhavvacom- 
mentarj  tmonrpreaeDt  mterowrittaa  in  blood. 
Thlt  ia  no  iuugtiiarT  diffioaltj^  I  actonnlv  de- 
dare,  that  I  am  ntteriy  inc^tahleof  "^aw^ting 
whid)  of  the  two  oompetitoni  would  be  the 
real  Pretddent,  and  would  thank  tiff  gentleman 
fbr  hi*  aaaistanoe  who  Uunka  he  can  solve  tite 
difflonll;.  To  one  oandidate  I  woold  uj,  70a 
have  the  conatitution  on  roar  ride;  to  the 
other,  7on  have  on  foora  the  praotioe  of  moat 
of  the  Slato  Le^plalatorea,  and  the  aoqideaoeuoe 
of  the  conntrj.  And  jet  the  qneatitm  now 
preaented  ia  different  from  aik^  that  haa  hereto- 
fore ocoonred,  l>eoaiue  the  law  eatablishliw  the 
diata^ot  srelem  hdng  clearly  conatitodon^  pe- 
eoliar  ^mkd  ia  Aindahed  for  regarding  the 
kf^alative  aaanmptioa  aa  an  nnoraulitntitnal 
act.  Such  a  qneetion,  Si,  would  never  be  do- 
dded  bj  di^aaaionatA  reasoning.  Fassloa, 
atrife,  blood— these  are  the  elementa  thatwonld 
enter  into  the  arKomeat. 

I  eball  prooeed  now,  Hr.  Chairman,  to  eon- 
cader  an  oqjeotion  to  the  district  ^atem,  which 
I  ahaQ  exunine  wiOi  more  attention,  from  the 
leapeot  I  entertain  for  the  gentlemen  who 


proposed  aTStem  tends  to  deetrOT  the 
rights  of  the  States,  and  toprodiioe  wbat  is  de- 
aomiuated  consolidation.  Now,  air,  if  I  cannot 
■how  that  tbe  teodeuiT'  of  mj  propomtion  la 


the  nvwaeof  that  wUob ia aaoribad  to  tt  h 
Ifaeae  reneda,!  will  ■nneoder  the  M^Mmaaa 
indeftodUab  ToaeorrectandentandingaCtha 
objection  I  am  eooaldering,  a  predae  and  iA 
niba  ooooBpUon  at  the  State  powen  aflbctad  Ij 
the  pcopoaed  amendment  ia  lodinMBaAhUk  Aa 
l(Hig  aa  we  ded  in  vwne  genereotiea,  wo  ahd 
oertainlf  be  involved  in  eonfOdon,  if  not  ia 
error.  What  then,  are  the  powers  which  I 
propose  to  take  awaj  thim  the  State  Legida- 
tairaat  The  power  (S  voting  directly  fiw  tha 
elfiotna  <^  FreaideDt,  whidi  wiQ  ha  adndttad 
to  be  a  nsiirpatiim,  and  the  power  to  chawa 
the  diatrict  hito  the  generd  b^et  ajatem.  Sa 
Ear  aa  the  ptmodtitat  tnda  to  prevent  fbtme 
acta  of  BBomtion  bj  the  State  Legialatmea,  it 
most  b«  arfmlttad  to  be  adntai?.  The  mUr 
DMWMnt^  ocmai^ 
^ng  tbenodefif 
^ving  the  pcpnlar  vote,  b  that «  power  thd 
ooght  te  belong  to  anj  legMativ*  bodjt  la  it 
not  obvion^  aa  well  fTom  onr  own  a^i«icooa 
as  from  the  nature  of  thinga,  that  it  ia  a  power 
which  will  oalj  be  exeroaed  abndvelj,  and 
for  the  aoocmplishment  of  party  purpasoit 
What  other  oonodrahle  pnrpoae  oan  it  ai 


in  which  the  diabrict  ajatem  h  

give  wa^  to  the  general  ticket,  party  obje^ 
have  emiatitatad  the  avowed  motivo  ot  the 
change. 

But,  dr,  on  this  enljeot  of  State  ri^ta,  let  ma 
warn  gentlemen  to  beware  of  nmning  tlie  na- 
tiond  harqne  into  the  vortox  of  rod  datsgua, 
while  atteoipljng  to  eaonpe  from  thoae  whid 
are  pnrdj  imagmary.  Ibey  r^jard  the  State 
Qovemmenta  aa  aenti  nda,  standing  on  the  watc^ 
toweta  of  Uberb',  and  vet  plaoe  those  govcnK 
menta  In  a  relaticm  to  tiie  Geoerd  GovemmMd 
that  meat  deatior  both  their  fidditj  and  vi^ 
lanoe.  I  have  ihown,  dr,  that  whwe  the  gs- 
wd  tieket  exista,  the  State  Ltv^slabiree,  bj  Boai- 
ination  or  other  modea  of  Cndlcetion,  wiD,  ia 

Ee,  control  and  dedde  the  vote  ot  the 
for  Freddent  By  bringina  the  State 
tnree  into  tha  operation  ot  dboodag  tha 
Freddent,  yon  make  it  the  dntj  ttt  thoee  to 
Bomid  tiie  alarm  cf  q^roaching  granny  who 
have  been  themsdvea  matromeDtal  in  nddif 
the  tyrant  It  wodd  be  just  aa  wise  to  exped 
the  madoanre  of  a  fdony  07  aparticipant  in  tiia 
perpetration  of  It  Tlie  true  mode  of  preeerviiy 
the  gnardian  vi^plance  of  the  State  L^idatnna 
ia  to  ke^  them  entirely  out  of  the  ^here  of  tha 
Preddentid  canvass.  Let  them  atand  by,  aa 
didcterested  qiectators,  while  the  people  choose 
the  Freddent  It  Is  thos  only  that  they  can  be 
preserved  in  the  attitude  of  senlJnelB. 

Allow  me  now,  dr,  to  go  a  little  farther  on 
this  saUect,  and  ask  genUemea  if  it  has  never 
oecnrred  to  them,  that  the  State  Govemmenta 
may  oommonioate  an  artificid  energy,  a  morUd 
action  to  despotism  in  the  General  Govern- 

Upon  what  priodple  ia  it  asaumed  Oiat  tita 
State  Le{^alatare>  will  be  dwijs  on  Uw  aide  <f 
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mdtitml  IberthatgullenM&TUldome 
kwot  to  mm  udr  v«i^  and  kwk  ■nond  them 
t  pc^tiod  eratto  that  an  pavliw  ahnoit  tb« 
it  tn  wUoh  I  am  nMUong.  Bxn 
»  dnnng  the  preaent 
nMoa  by  the  reeoltttiraa  of  State  LagtolatiiTai^ 
D  goad  onr  itnggiah  paee  and  atabbora  tonper 
nto  a  oeleri^  and  [diauor  moi«  eompatiDle 
rith  the  Tiewa  of  the  Exeonthe  Govemmentt 
hoh,  air,  la  tba  fridl  wenrity  of  UbertT,  when  we 
vl;  ezdnaively  iqkiii  holding  one  power  bi  oheok 
rj  anoOier,  inrtaad  cf  BDt:i|eoting  all  to  the  oon- 
rol  of  the  people.  TlieezperieiioeofallnatiMU 
hat  haTO  made  Hie  azpolmMit  demonatratei, 
bat  U  will  erentnaUj  reaolt  in  a  nkeretrioioiu 
lomUnatioti  betwaan  the  powen  deaigned  to 
lot  aa  cheda  <m  eeeh  other.  What  waa  the 
eal  power  to  wUdi  the  &tben  of  the  Bmnlilio 


ookadwittidieadaadappTehaukait  Not  the 
MjsUtire  powo-  <tf  thia  Home,  bat  die  poww 
iTEzeoatiTe  patronage.    Upon  whom  ia  it  that 


MjsUtire  powo-  <tf  thia  Home,  bat  die 

iTEzeoatiTe  patronage.    Upon  whom  ia 

hia  power  ia  likely  to  exert  the  moetdangerosa 

"    ■"         .....        Miim^pre. 


nflnenoet  Unmieationably,  ri^nptmamallpro- 
niating  bodice,  like  the  State  LMrlalatotea,  and 
lot  npon  the  maaa  of  people.  Ilie  people  of  a 
ingje  electoral  diatriot  woold  be  more  diffionlt 
o  move,  by  ExeontiTe  patronage,  than  the  Leg- 
■latnTo  of  a  whtde  State.  And  I  will  Tentnre 
n  anert,  that  there  ia  not  one  of  thoae  diatriote, 
n  the  wixde  TJnlcm,  that  oonld  have  been  in- 
Inced,  without  any  inflnnatlon  on  ttie  aaljeot, 
o  inatraet  their  repreaentatiTea  here  to  give 
heir  anpport  to  a  parlionlar  meaatue  of  the 
EiecatiTe  QoTomment  Sir,  a  Precedent  oom- 
ng  into  power  by  the  tiA  and  oonoorrenoe  of 
he  State  Legiilatnre&  wonld  be  Irredatible. 
rheae  bodiee  wonld  loll  the  people  into  fUaa 
•onrity,  and,  wbQe  profearing  to  oeAnd,  would 
etnally  betray  theb  liberties.  Bat  the  moat 
ixtraordinarr  ejection  that  I  have  yet  heard 
irged  agafaiat  dte  diatriot  ayatem,  ia  ita  tndeocT 
o  pTOdooe  oonaolidation.  What,  let  me  aak, 
lo  gentlemen  mean  by  the  term  eonacdidattoit 
)o  they  oae  it  aa  aynonymooa  with  muMtt  If 
bat  be  the  eaae^  I  adnut  that  the  tendeooy  of 
he  diatriot  ayatem  will  be  to  "  coiuolidate  the 
Jnion ; "  the  very  thing  whidi  the  Father  of 
da  CoimtTT  declared  to  be  the  prinurr  aim  of 
he  Federal  Convention,  in  framing  ude  Gov- 
mment.  But,  that  oonadidation  whieh  la 
eally  dangerooa  to  liber^,  and  which  would 
IflBtroy  the  fbderative  oharaoter  of  onr  Qovem- 
Dent,  ia  the  ooneentratitm  of  power  in  tbe  Gov- 
imment  iUrw.  Inthlstenae  of  Uie  term,  Idep- 
ecate  oonaoBdation  aa  mnoh  aa  any  man,  and 
ha  teudenoy  irf  my  pnmoeition  la  to  produce  a 
emit  almoat  preoiaely  ne  reverae  of  tUa.  In- 
tead  of  otmottitrating  power  into  die  banda  of 
he  Qovemment  bero,  it  diftuea  tbe  moat  im- 
■ortaut  of  aD  powera  among  the  great  body  of 
he  pet^le,  and  flxea  it  there  irrevocably. 

It  aeema  to  me  that  a  new  reading  of  State 
f(hts  ia  now,  for  tike  flrat  time,  intn^noed.  I 
lave  alwtmi  regarded  State  rlghta  aa  atamding 
a  ocmtradiatinotion  to  the  powna  of  the  Gen- 


eral Qoremmoit,  Bat  now  the  righta  of  Qm 
SlaUt  are  brought  ont  lb  array  agunit  the 
ri^taofthePMob.  H((w  oan  it  be  oonoeivad 
that  we  Impair  the  rlriita  of  a  Stat«>  by  veating 
the  hi^Mat  prerogative  of  aorereign^  in  the 
people  <tf  that  Bt^t  Virginia,  voting  by  dia- 
triota,  ia  Tirgiida  etill— diveated  of  none  of  her 


pc^tical  meratiofls.  I  do  not  propoae  to  im- 
pair the  federative  oharaoter  of  the  Qovem' 
mentin  the  atighteat  degree.  Eaoh  State  will 
givepredady  the  aame  number  of  electoral  votea 
fiff  the  Prerident  that  abe  ia  now  entitled  to  give 
under  tbe  exiating  proridona  of  tbe  oooatitntioa. 
Bat  the  oondoding  ai^nment  wtddi  I  diall 
urge  in  favor  of  the  dutiriotayatem  is  thia:  Jlw 
amall  Statea  will  nerer  otmaent  to  rive  on  tfadr 
eventnal  equality  in  Toting  for  tbe  frerfoent  In 
thia  Houae,  onleaa  the  la^  Statea  will  oonaeat 


^Btem.  Inreferenoetothiaindispenaableoom- 
promlaiL  all  the  argnmenta  wlilch  go  to  demoa- 
Btrate  the  ezpedietH^  of  depriving  tliia  Eooie 
<rf  the  OMitingent  power  of  voting  for  the  Prea- 
idoit,  are  ao  many  argnmenta  in  &vor  of  tbs 
diabnct  ayatem, 

THDxaDi.T,  Febmary  16. 
AnMdmMt  qf  Ma  CftiUituticn — BUttion  tf 

PrttiOMtaad  Vie*  Pfmidmt. 
Ifr.  HoDnxm  reanmed  Ua  meeob,  aa  followi : 
MoD,)  to  the  ooa- 


1  proridaa,  that,  In  tbe  eveat  of  a 
bllnra  of  the  primary  electoral  vote  to  decide 
tbe  deetioa,  die  two  bigheet  oandidatea  shall  ba 
referred  baci  to  the  people,  inatead  of  refer- 
ring the  three  higheat  to  tbe  Hooie  of  fiepreaent- 
atirea. 

In  entering  into  the  inveat^ation  of  thia  part 
of  the  plan,  which  illnatratae  the  mnina  of  the 
whole  atnendmen^  I  propoae  to  develop  what 
I  deem  to  be  the  true  prinoiple  <rf  litierty,  in 
*     'on  of  onr  syatem  of  Qovernmenb 

Gorcrnmenta  that  have  exiated,  it 

win  be  fonnd,  npoo  yia—Jnlftg  thdr  atmotnn 
phUoa^faieally,  tiiat  their  liberty  waa  reaolva- 
ble  into  eome  flmdamental  prinidpl^  and  that 
tbe  final  loae  of  that  liberty  waa  owing  to  tomt 
inherent  defeat  in  that  fundamental  prindpla. 
The  great  oonaervative  prinoiple^  then,  that  per- 
vadte  and  aoataina  the  whole  macdiinerT  of  onr 
Qovemment,  la  the  reiponatbility  of  pabllo  fiino- 


mariea  to  the  pe(^  From  itaexaa  analogy 
--  the  prindpla  whieh  aaataina  the  bannimy  of 
tbe  matetial  onlverae,  it  m^  be  ifprwriately  da- 
nominated  tbe  gravitation  of  onr  poUlieal  ay^ 
ton.  And  in  looking  fixward  to  the  briUia&t 
and  t^oriooa  deatintea  that  (^sn  upon  Ua^riikat 
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tha  b<q>M  of  Oie  Aiqorleut  patriot  will  cliiig  to 


OTerwbelmeJ  the  UbertiM  of  all  oiber  Kemib- 
Uca.  It  rwnlta,  fhnn  Hie  trj  natim  of  oar 
Mheme  of  OoTemmeDt,  that,  bi  proportion  u 
tbe  power  of  tlie  ftmotionary  la  incrcaMd, 
should  be  the  direoloen  and  effldoMj  of  hla 
retpondbllicr  to  the  people.  ReeponriMU^ 
and  power  are  the  utteoDiit  principles  of  ttie 


^atain.  and  its  perf^on  oi»alits  in  their 
eqnipoue.  Without  tUa  eqa^olae,  the  eoeen- 
tno  moTements  of  power  wui  as  ineYitablf 


deatro;  onr  free  iTstem  of  Gorenuneut, 
anspeiudon  of  the  centriftigal  or  centripetal 
power  in  the  planetary  ■jetem,  would  deetittr 
the  equilibrimD  of  the  nniTerae.  If  we  wifi 
tttentiTelr  conrider  the  natnre  and  tmdenoy 
of  Ezeentire  power,  we  Bhall  be  ladflfled,  th&t, 
of  alt  the  kinds  of  power  tliat  eater  into  the 
q-Btem  of  Gorenunent,  none  reqoirea  ao  decid- 
edly the  reetr^nlng  inflnenoe  of  the  principle 
of  rtt^onsibilit]'.  There  la  no  power  more 
Ktir^  enoroat^ing,  and  dangerona,  opsstlng^ 
la  it  aoei,  throng  the  Influence  of  its  patron- 

y,  ap4Hi  the  b(n>es  and  fotra  dL  a  latge  portion 
the  oommnnitj.  Bat  by  rendering  the 
President  direotlj  reaponriUe  to  tbe  peojne,  we 
shall  BC^TO  the  great  problem,  nerer  before 
fiillj  reallied,  of  nolting  in  the  goTemment  of 
so  eztenuve  a  oonntrj,  the  elemeota  of  Ubertj 
and  power.  All  the  eaaential  powers  of  sover- 
tignt^  maj'  be  eafelj  enlnsted  to  a  Oo*eni- 
ment  emsnating  dlreotlr  from  the  peoole  opon 
whom  it  is  to  openUe.  In  this  partioiuar,  onrs 
is  distJngQiahed  front  moat  of  the  free  GOTem- 
menta  that  have  been  known  to  hlstorr.  Erery 
attempt  to  seoore  libertr  t>j  withholdiiis  those 
powcn  whioh  are  neeoassry  fiw  the  a^noe 
and  seonritj  of  the  naUtm,  most  ^eedilf  end  in 
the  loss  of  that  liberty.  The;  have  alwna 
ended  bo.  No  generoos  and  hi^-minded  people 
can  long  tolovte  the  existence  eX  a  6o*em- 
ment  that  Is  not  capable  of  defending  them. 
Bvch  a  OoTemment  is  iDeritsbl;  desUned  to 
psst  from  a  rickety  Btat«  of  feebleness  and  dla- 
tractton,  throng  anaroby,  to  despotism,  Hcnoe, 
the  importance  of  that  peculiar  orianixatitm, 
.  which  enables  ns  to  clothe  the  FreMdmt  with 
such  extensive  powers,  withont  endangering 
pnblio  liberty. 

I  am  not,  I  trost,  one  of  those  ?isionaiT  ad- 
Tooates  of  the  abstract  rights  of  roan,  diat 
would  extend  tbe  power  of  tbe  peot^e  tarOier 
than  is  condnoive  to  the  b^ti^esa  tX  tbe  polit- 
ical society.  It  is  idle  to  snppose  that  the  peo- 
ple can  have  any  ri^ts  inoraopallble  with  uidr 
own  bwilness,  ^tbongh,  tberefbre,  I  bare 
shown,  that  they  are  neceesarily  Tirtoona  from 
tbdr  pomtion,  yet  I  admit,  that  patriotic  Inten- 
tions wo<]ld  fomish  DO  adequate  seonrity  for 
the  wise  selection  of  a  Obief  Ha^pstrate,  in  the 
Sbsenoe  of  rafflcient  intelligence.  It  wonid  be 
a  Tain  and  delnsiTe  mockery,  to  Inveet  them 
with  an  elective  power,  wbioh  they  oonld  only 
'wtotliedeetractWof  tliat  which  is  the 


end  of  an  (, 

lliere  is  no  p<diticsJ  truth  more  worthy  «i 

attention  oT  a  practical  statesman,  diaa  tiiataa 
freedom  of  the  pet^le  eannot  liae  hig^wr  Unk 
tiidr  intellinace.  Bodi  ia  tbs  Indi^MoaaUs 
eondWon  dr  freedMn;  and  all  the  amem|itt 
which  hare  been  made  in  modem  Enr^ie,  Is 
render  Govemm<nt  more  ft«e  than  tbo  intdfr 
gsnee  of  the  people  would  warrant,  hsre  t»- 
soUad  In  Uoody  and  disastoona  reACMss.  I  ds 
not  bsrftate,  OereAne,  to  admit,  tbat  the  peo- 
ple have  no  abebaot  right  to  any  power,  wniA 
they  cannot  exerdae  with  intdlinttoe.  Ia  it 
tne,  then,  that  the  people  of  the  United  Statea 
have  not  soffldent  intdligeoee  to  chooee  a 
Preddeott 

On  this  aatrfeot,  we  are  ttdd,  tiiat  faietory  fkiP- 
niahta  no  «aunple  of  a  chief  ExeentiTC  magi^ 
trate  chosen  dlnMly  by  the  great  mass  <£  tiia 
people.  Tfabk  rir,  fa  a  melandndy  tmtb ;  aW 
It  fbidshes  tits  tne  BoInti<»  of  tbe  £aet,  tbst 
thsrs  nsvnr  has  sadsted  a  K^aUio  that  has  lut 
loatitahlMHT. 

It  is  easy  to  donoutnte,  thst,  prOTloiu  to 
the  estaUidunent  of  this  Govenunait,  Uberty 
never  had  a^  thing  like  a  Ms  aqwrimoiL 
TUs,  sir,  will  ocmelnrirely  MfMar,  wfaesi  wa 
eome  to  eondder  bistorioslly  and  phikMi|)U- 
cany  the  cansea,  why  it  U  that  the  ehier  m^is- 


then,  has  this  bappenedl 

As  all  tbe  Gbvenunenta  of  modem  EnrofN 
had  thdr  fbnndatioaa  laid  in  the  ;^rinm]deH  of 


the  fends]  ^nrtsm,  the  only  expennaente  iqios 
the  rtpabliean  system  whidi  deeem  to  be  re 
OMded  hi  histofy,  are  tfaoae  made  by  the  sa- 


How,  ths  electiim  of  a  chitf  magiatnte  bf 
the  masa  rf  the  people  of  an  extenatve  cms-' 
mnnify,  was,  to  the  moat  enlightened  nati^  «( 
antiquity,  a  politicsl  Imposaihility.  Deatitnts 
of  the  art  (tf  printjng,  they  oonld  not  have  in- 
trodnesd  the  repreaentative  piuciple  into  Ifaair 
political  systcana,  ereo  if  tiM>y  bsd  ondentood 
ik  In  the  very  natore  of  thm^  that  prindnls 
can  only  be  oo-exten^e  with  popnlar  intelfr' 
genoa.  In  this  teq>ea^  the  art  ttf  printii^b 
mere  than  ttiy  invention  nnoe  the  creation  ti 
man,  is  destined  to  change  and  elevate  the  po- 
CtiealoonditionofBociety.  It  has  given  s  new 
impolae  to  the  enendes  01  thebninan  mind,  nd 
opens  new  and  bril^nt  dcatiniea  to  noodeni  re 
paUic^  which  were  ntterly  nnattainsble  \ij  tba 
andents.  The  sxiatenoe  of  a  oonntry  ptqmle 
ti(»,  scsttered  over  s  vast  extent  of  territory, 
sa  intelligent  as  tbe  population  of  the  <nt3e^  is  a 
phenomenon  which  was  ntteriy  and  neoesudbr 
unknown  to  the  free  States  of  antiqni^.  M 
the  inteilioenoe  which  oontrolled  tbe  desttny 
and  upheld  tbe  dominion  of  Bepnblicau  Rwnc^ 
was  confined  to  the  walls  of  the  Qr«at  C^. 
Even  when  her  dominion  extended  beyond 
Italy  to  the  nlmoet  known  limits  <d  the  inbah- 
Ited  world,  the  dty  was  tbe  exclnsre  east  both 
of  intelligence  an^  em[dreb    Witbont  the  art  of 
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ninting,  and  the  otmBaqoent  adnntagei  <il 
free  prae*,  th^t  habitnal  ud  inomaant  acldoi)  o 
mind  npon  mind,  which  beMential  to  all  hnman 
ImproveiDeiit^  oonld  no  mora  exiat,  amongat  a 
nmnwow  ana  aoatterad  population,  than  the 
OMomtneirf  diiocHineated  oontanente  eonld  trav- 
ene  Qw  ooean  withont  the  art  of  narigatioii. 
Heret  then,  la  the  aoaree  of  our  snperiori^,  and 
oar  Jnat,  pride  as  a  nalioQ,  The  stat 
the  remotaat  eztremea  of  tha  TJnum 
vene  togrther,  like  the  philoaophera  of  Athene, 
In  the  ume  Pmtieo,  or  the  poUtldaiie  of  Borne 
in  the  wine  Forom.  Distanoe  ia  oTeroome^  an(_ 
the  dtiaena  ci  Qeorgia  and  of  Ifaloe  can  be 
iHwtf^t  to  oo-opersle  io  tlie  same  great  oMeot, 
irith  aa  perfect  a  otxnmoni^  of  viewe  tud  nel- 
Inga,  aa  aotnated  the  tribea  of  Borne,  in  the  afr- 
nmiiliea  of  the  peofde.  It  ia  olrrioiia,  from  theae 
viem  (tf  the  Bia^ea,tliat  libera  lua  a  more  ex- 
tanaiTe  and  dtinble  fbondatim  in  the  United 


By  tiie  rmreeentatii     ,  ,__    _ 

prind^e  mJmowo  and  impraolloahle  among  the 
■ndenta,  the  whole  mata  of  •odetj'  ia  brought 
to  <q>eTate,  in  eonabwning  the  aetion  of  power, 
and  in  the  ooDBcaTaticHi  cff  pnbtio  iibertr.  The 
extent  of  territorj,  whicli,  hj  the  operatioa  of 
fixed  and  obTiooa  laws,  eanaed  the  Roman  B»- 

rUio  to  rink  nnder  ita  own  oombrona  w^ht, 
cnir  beat  Monritr  againat  a  ^nilar  oatastavphe. 
The  exWnrive  prorinoea  at  that  Bepnblk),  in- 
imwble  of  being  broo^t  into  the  oonatitatiofuJ 
aMion  of  the  poHUoal  mtem,  preaented  a  maaa 
tg  onenHriiteiiied  bmte  liwoe,  onoonneoted  with 
ttte  BepnBUe,  ^  politioal  aifnipathy  or  intereet^ 
and  ready  to  be  wielded  by  any  military  adven- 
tnrer,  for  the  overthrow  <a  pablio  liboty. 

In  adverting,  and  I  do  it  ^th  peonUar  pleaa- 
TireL  to  the  Hitoation,  and  probable  dettfny  of  the 
Umted  States,  ai  oontraated  with  thoae  of  other 
nations,  1  would  aak,  emphatioall^,  what  wonid 
be  the  oondiUon,  what  toe  aeonnty  of  our  lib- 
erty, if  it  were  dependent  upon  any  dngte  titj  i 
Sir,  all  oitiw.  however  intMligent  and  virtnona^ 
miut,  from  the  very  atmctnre  of  th^  aooiet^, 
have  a  popnlaee  of  greater  or  leea  extent,  irtk^ 
when  rooaed  to  aenon,  by  any  extraordinary  ex- 
oitemenl^  are  iimtelled  by  motoal  aympathy,  and 
the  oont««ion  of  feeling,  reaotting  from  ooutaot, 
to  acts  ol  tnrbnleDoe,  riot,  and  outrage.  In  a 
word,  they  d^eDerat«  into  a  tDmnltnon*  rabble. 
IwiUtakeBoMonfi^annuanple,  aa  fnrsisfaing 
the  otroDgeat  itlnatration— a  dty,  wUoh  I  cannot 
mention,  witbotit  having  ^ued  in  my  breast 
strong  emotiona  of  reverenoe,  connected  with 
the  proudest  reooHeotiona  of  onr  Bevdnlaonary 
history.  In  thia  olty,  At,  inhabited  itj  the  nn- 
mlxeddesoeodants  of  the  genoine  dd  Eng^sh 
puritans-^  thia  dty,  diatingnished  tm  the  gen- 
eral intelligmce  and  steady  moral  and  religioas 
habits  of  ita  oitizena — in  we  cradle  of  American 
Uber^,  and  the  emporium  of  Amoican  litwatnre 
and  arte,  what  ia  the  speetadewe  have  reoently 
irttaeeeed  ?  We  have  seen  a  miserable  strolling 
player,  an  outcast  from  hia  native  oonntiy,  throw 
the  whole  dty  into  a  eeeae  of  riotooa 


tion,  that  might  have  swept  away  the  libertlea 
oflheBepnbUc^  had  they  depend^  nponsofr^ 
a  seooiity.  Bat  I  thank  God  that  the  Ubertiea 
of  this  ODontry  do  not  rest  upon  t^e  tremlding 
and  onsteady  bads  of  any  dty — neither  Atheo^ 
nor  Borne,  uor  Boston — bat  on  the  intelligence 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  scattered  as 
th^  ore,  over  our  widely  extended  snr&ce. 
-  Upon  the  qneelion  of  the  oapadt;  of  the  peo- 
ple to  dioose  the  Chief  MaKistrate,  I  would  re- 
mark, that  the  citizens  of  all  free  oonntries  hav« 
been  fonod  competent  to  the  adectlon  of  tha 
hiffheet  ofBoera.  For  the  last  half  centnry,  tha 
taunt  that  has  governed  England,  notwithstand- 
ing her  artificial  distincljoua,  has  been  brought 
fi^ard  by  the  peo^  and  baa  made  its  w^  to 
power  throng  theHoose  of  Commons.  Of  th» 
qistinyrished  statesmen  who  have  figured  in  her 
eouncds  daring  that  period,  I  know  scarcdy  a 
dii(^  exoeption.  Pitt,  Oaatlereagh,  and  Can- 
nin^,  were  aD  indebted  to  the  people  for  thdr 
pdilacal  elevation;  and  it  ia  certaio  that  no 
atateecoen  jn  modem  times,  have  exerted  a 
more  deoisive  influence  over  the  cnrrent  of  hu- 
man a&irs;  whether  for  good  or  for  evil,  it  is 
not  now  material  to  iuquire.  But,  dr,  let  na 
oome  a  little  nearer  home,  and  consult  our  own 
experienoe  iq>on  thia  pomL  Oat  of  the  dx 
Fraddents  who  have  been  called  to  predde  over 
tlie  Kepnblio,  five  have  been  the  nnquestionabla 
ohcAce  of  the  people  of  America.  Looking  back 
Qpim  the  history  of  the  past,  with  the  impa^ 
IJality  of  posterity,  and  the  benefit  of  sabseqaent 
experience,  we  can  have  m  hedtation  in  admit- 
tjog,  that  the  sdeotion  of  tiie  people  has  been 
the  very  best  that  ooold  have  been  made.  In 
&ot,  suoh  ia  the  coarse  of  political  servioa 
throogh  which  a  statesman  most  ordinarilj' 
pasa  before  he  can  aspire  to  the  Presidency. 
that  it  wooid  not  be  going  too  for  to  say,  thai 
the  people  are  more  oapsMe  of  selectiDg  that  of- 
ficer, than  almost  any  other  pnblio  fimatioaaryt 
It  is  much  eader  to  form  a  Joat  estimate  of  a 
statesman,  by  pdpable  measores  of  wisdom  and 
foresight,  than  to  discover  and  bring  to  light 
latent  cspadliee  that  have  never  been  exhibited 
in  the  theatre  of  p<ditioal  action. 

Bo^  dr,  let  oa,  for  a  moment,  oompare  tha 
Preddents  chosen  by  the  i>eople,  with  the  offi- 
cers oboeen  by  those  Presidents.  It  la  a  sab^ 
Ject  of  ooriona  spsonlation,  and  will  lead  ni^  I 
think,  to  a  very  deoidedoondiuion,  that  the  peo- 
ple are  more  capable  of  ohoosing  the  President 
than  the  President  would  hiineeu  be  to  choose 
bis  saocesaor.  Sir,  what  criterion  of  talent  have 
oar  n«sidents  adopted  ia  the  orgaoizatioa  of 
their  oabinetal  Thev  have  either  adopted  tha 
popular  Btaodaid,  ana  promoted  those  who  had 
Men  previondy  distinguished,  or  they  have  ax- 
hibited  the  most  dguu  Lofolidty  in  thdr  ohdoe. 
How  many  instanoea  oao  be  shown  of  statasmen, 
of  first  rate  talents,  brought  into  the  Ezeoativ* 
GovenuDenL  who  had  not  first  distinguished 
themselves  here  as  the  imiasdiate  rqmaent^ 
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(diaraot«r,  ss  a  proftmnd 
tb6  higbeat  rcqwob  He  wu,  at  the  Mme  time, 
a  moDDment  (M  the  c^iadtr  (J  the  pet^le  to 
ohooae  pnUio  agmta,  and  of  the  trv&j  ol  any 
other  reliance.  For,  if  I  may  nwak  with  tM 
freedooKtf  hittory  on  nioh  a  niMeot,  hii  oaUnet 
ma  mort  wrebdkedly  feeble^  and  bisa  do  oanae 
more  BtriUDgly  eo,  than  tram  the  attempt  to 
dlaooTer  the  Moret  treasare  cf  talenta  that  had 
eeoaped  the  learohiog  ugadlr  of  the  people. 

It  is  not  nnvMthyof  romark,  that  there  is  no 
officer  in  whose  deotion  the  peo[de  are  10  Ukely 
to  be  actuated  eidoaiTely  by  patriotio  and  ete- 
rated  motiTea,  as  in  tliat  of  the  Freiideiitttfthe 
tJaited  Statce.  PersoDally  unknown  to  the 
great  body  of  Oiein,  uid  seen  «Jy  through  the 
mediom  («  Uf  deeda  and  hia  oT 

have  no  personal  predileotl<»  _   ._ 

tive,  to  ewerre  them  from  the  dictatee  of  w{ad<Hn 
and  patriotimi.  On  the  oontnry,  in  the  eleo- 
tion  of  mere  local  officers,  and  partienlarly  thoee 
ministerial  officers  of  the  law,  whoee  <^dal  da- 
tiea  have  a  bearing  npon  the  peounjuy  interest 
of  the  debtor  and  oreditrar  olasaea  of  the  OMn- 
mimity,it  iiot  nnfteqoently  ooonrs  that  eren  the 
people  are  aotoated  by  betloiia  motivee.  And 
this  fh>m  the  only  oanse  th^  can  prodnoe  raoh 
motiTea— the  exietenoe  of  an  indtndiial  interest 
In  the  eleotioD,  different  to  the  poblic  interest, 
and  paramount  to  it. 

Bnt,  rir,  I  must  hasten  to  ocatddo' another  ob- 
Jeotitm  that  faaa  been  u^ed  ag^net  refkmingthe 
election  «t  the  President  directly  to  the  petals. 
We  have  been  told,  from  hi^  antlumty— an 
XxaootiTe  menage  of  one  of  the  Statoe  that 
it  win  prodnoe  pi^olar  ezdtement  and  tnrbn- 
lenoe.  It  does  re^y  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  the 
graTe  statesmen  of  the  oonntry  are  mistakinK, 
on  this  snbjeot,  the  images  ot  tbdr  i^asrio  reocM- 
leotions,  for  the  aober  and  rabstanlial  realities 
of  life.  They  seem  to  tbrgot  that  fliey  are  not 
walking  in  the  grores  of  Athena,  nxft  ninriiag 
In  the  eonfllote  of  the  R«nan  OomUM.  They 
permit  tfaemselTes  to  be  carried  aw^  by  fUee 
and  delndve  analogies.  I  bdleve  It  woold  be  a 
vain  attempt  to  try  to  ronae  the  peonle  to  scenes 
of  torbolenoe  and  strifVoo  the  saMect  (rf  the 
Presidential  eleotitm.  The  extent  of  our  terri- 
tory, and  the  dispeTsioa  of  onr  popolation,  At- 
ODinstancce  onoe  deemed  inoompatilile  with  Be- 
pablioan  freedom,  are  onr  absolute  gnaranteea 
against  those  stonny  oommotioiis  t£at  distin- 
gnlsh  the  history  of  rimple  demoorades.  I  do 
not  beliere  it  would  be  poeeible  to  excite  even 
Boston  to  a  riot  on  the  sntgeot  of  the  Preeidenoy, 
althoqsh  Keen,  the  player,  ronsed  the  mob  to 
acta  d:  vicdenoe :  for,  by  the  district  aysteoL 
Boston  would  only  have  one  electoral  vote,  and 
that  wonld  aoaroeiy  I>e  an  ol^eot  of  eoffident 
maaiitade  to  prodnoe  sndi  ocwaeajQenoea. 

liiii  idea  of  ezdtiDg  Ae  people  to  vitdenoe 
<n  tiiB  Presidential  eleetaon,  Is  fonnded  on  ab- 
wdnte  inattention  to  the  ntoalion  of  onr  oonntry, 
and  wonld  Im  aoareely  exonsable  in  a  youth  at 
ooUege,  in  4iii  aophoaKav  year,  I  wul  appeal 
to  u»  ei^eiienoe  of  ereiy  member  on  tbii  floor, 


and  aak  whetber  be  haa  avar  heard  of  a  afitar 
instsno*  of  popnlar  cntrag*  on  fliit  nUtitt 
«     _._    ._  . .> — .,    .  ..,.      ^^ 


No,  ^ :  in  ten  preddaotial  eleettoB 
dnn  a  practical  refbtation  of  the 
unnntationa  that  bare  been  eait  or 

rftUoan  ftjrm  of  Govcrmnent  in  ttis  n^wL 
iriU  Tontore  to  aaeett  and  I  ipatk  m  Ih 
beating  of  thoae  who  have  been  vjt  wiBi— 
ofthe&ct— thatarin^parfianwntiryilsaita 
tat  Westminater  Iim  prodoeed  mtrn popahra- 
dtamant  and  viidenoe,  and  outrage^  tbui  in  Iki 
Fredd«rtia]  elections  alnoe  tiw  bondiiiHi  tt 
ODrOoremmenL  No  American  citiieabHm 
felt  the  aUAtest  mrabendon  of  aatrjnialk 
exerctoe  <^  his  eleotire  fraaohisa  A*  nr 
bnmUest smoBg  nt^  marches  to  the  poIbviB 
more  ooofidenoe  and  seoori^  tlian  ena  tfct 
Prime  Ifinister  of  Kuland.  IhaTesHadii 
my  eye  who  witoeseed  a  WeetmimlwciMiHai 
and  it  was  regarded  as  an  aztraorffinny  inhM 
of  rashneai,  even  in  Lord  Oastiereidi,  a  Hin^ 
ter  remariUUe  for  his  serve,  to  Tote  far  tlH  nil- 


of  oonsnltms  his  own  pereonal  aafetr  b^  Aifc 
ing,  in  his  roMS  (tf  offlee,  pwji^tstely  n«B  ih 
hnstings,  like  a  fekm.  And  yet,  Uie  tiriwlaw 
of  Bnmblice,  and  the  dangers  of  popular  nclM^ 
are  the  perp^oal  themee  <rf  deebmatiui^ «  V 
plioable  to  thie  ooontrj^  witwe  erwr  '^ 
aroond  u  looks  mwe  like  the  oalm  «  te^ 
It  is  idle  to  talk  abont  popnlar  Tiols«xi  Ita* 
is  not  a  nation  on  the  £ioe  of  the  ^ol»,vb«- 
ever  may  be  its  fbrm  of  goTenuiMat,tli*tii» 
oomidetdy  exonpt  from  snoh  an  impatdiM. 
What,  sir,  has  been  the  fiut,  as  ezeooliM  ii 
le  ooonrrenoee  of  the  recent  electiant  Btv- 
'er  we  may  diffier  npon  other  qoaitioia  «■- 
neoted  with  it,  I  beHere  few  will  di^nt*  A| 
faotj  that  the  popular  &T0ritcs  the  imtok*> 
choice  of  the  nation,  was  not  chosen  1?  lu 
HonacL  This  Eonae  disegatded  the  vili  « 
the  people;  and  yet  they  have  ezlul*tail'^ 
indicB&Hu  of  onlnigcs  Ixit ''^^  l"^™ ''"^  ^ 
-  itmentin  the  Tflty  ^t  of  {MccoplnW 
Biaon,  Th^  have  antHcitted,  i>  in 
to  have  enbmitud,  to  the  ocutiHtiiad 
ity,  with  the  stem  dignity  <d  im«^ 
who  nnderstandUi^dntiet,  and  know  lav  *> 
vindioate  their  riajtta.  In  any  oUi«r  ooui^ 
if  a  JfWifairy  (7Mt/tm*  Lad  bees  the  ol^A 
popnlar  sdmiratituk  and  ocmfldeoos,  f^^ 
feated  by  the  legtsktlve  body,  some  Cn>i>™ 
or  Bonaparte  wonld  have  stepped  ^''^'^^ 
solved  the  oontnmaaions  asMmbly,  and  ensn 
a  throne  ti  nsorpaldon  on  its  roiiu.  . 

Bnt^  tit,  I  not  only  '»«''■»""  tbit  tb  I*'!'' 
are  exempt  from  the  ohaige  <^  violeBM,  >* 
that  there  is  a  tendenoy  to  carry  tbe  Mm^ 
lndifil»enee  to  pnUio  a&ir*  to  a  ^■'■S*?"'^ 
treme.  From  the  pecoUar  stmotnre  •[*/'? 
mercifd  spirit  of  modem  socie^, «"  "".P'Tr 
ties  preeented  in  onr  oonntry,  fbr  the  MV>iR^ 
of  wealth,  tbe  eager  parwdtof  grin  pedow^ 
over  onr  oonottnfiv  the  afias  oi  «•  «<?* 
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Bo.  Thii  lii  perhapB,  oar  lutioul  Mble. 
WNlth  is  the  otfjeet  of  our  Idobdrj.  Mtd.erwi 
liberij  is  wtnblpped  in  the  Ibnn  of  proper^. 
Althoi^h  tbia  RdHt,  br  atJmqlotiiig  indnstiT, 
ta  vaKJaetdoiuMT  exodlenl  '    '"~   * 


trsaqollU^,  it  wtO  beoome  too  etxoag  fbt 
iotiBm,  ■nd  prodnoe  the  greateat  of  uOonV 


bam  been  frevnenUr  told,  that  the  fkim- 
«r  Aonld  attend  to  hu  ploogh,  and  the  meohanio 
to  Us  handicraft,  daring  the  oanTaaa  for  the 
Preridenoj.  Sir,  a  more  dangerooi  docblne 
Mnild  not  be  inomoated.  If  there  ie  anj  apeo' 
tade,  from  the  oontemplatioa  of  whioh  I  would 
■hrli^  with  peonliar  horrcH-,  it  would  1m  that 
of  th«  great  mass  of  \he  Amerioan  people  sunk 
Into  a  prtdbtmd  apattij,  on  the  nibjeot  of  thrir 
hij^test  politioal  intereetg.  Bach  a  sp«ctaole 
would  be  moi«  portentous  to  the  eje  of  intel- 
ligent patriotiBm,  than  all  the  monerters  of  the 
earth,  and  tiaj  dgns  of  the  heavens,  to  the  ejre 
<rf  trembling  saperstltion.  U  the  people  ooidd 
be  indifibrent  to  the  fate  of  a  contest  for  the 
PreddenoT,  thej  wcold  be  onworthj  of  free' 
dom.  If  I  were  to  perceive  them  tinlcbig  into 
this  apathy,  I  would  even  apply  the  power  ot 
political  galvanism,  If  snoh  a  power  could  be 
ibund,  to  rouse  them  fivm  their  &tBl  lethsTg;. 
Keep  the  people  amet  I  Peace  I  peace  I  Bnoh 
ore  the  whispers  bj  which  the  people  are  to  be 
lulled  to  sleep,  in  llie  -very  cri«B  of  their  high- 


Bwaj  all  interest  from  the  people,  in  the  elec- 
tion of  their  chief  ruler,  and  liberty  is  no  more. 
"What,  sir,  is  to  be  the  oonsetniesce  t  11  the 
people  do  not  elect  the  Preddent,  some  body 


tion,  and  how  will  it  opwate  t  Ton  throw 
general  paralyds  over  the  body  politic^  and 
excite  a  mmbid  action  in  partinidar  membeA. 
The  seoeral  patnotic  ezoit«meiit  of  the  people, 
Jn  relatioD  to  the  election  of  the  Preeiaent,  is 
(u  essential  to  the  health  and  eoei^  of  the  po- 
Utleal  system,  as  oircnlation  of  the  blood  is  to 
the  health  and  energy  of  the  natural  hodr. 
Oheok  that  dronlatdon,  and  yon  inevitably 
Tirodooe  local  inflammation,  gai^rone,  and  nl- 
nmately  deatb.  Hake  the  people  indifferent 
— ^eeboy  their  legitimate  Innnanos — and  yon 
eommnmcate  a  morbid  riolmoe  to  the  eflTorta 
of  those  who  are  avw  ready  to  aasnme  the  con- 
trol of  snob  aSbita— the  mercena^  intrigoera 
■nd  interested  office  hnnters  of  the  oonntry. 
Tell  me  not,  rir,  trf  popolar  violence  1  Show 
me  a  hondred  politioal  Iholioniats— ineu  who 
look  to  the  election  of  a  Preriilent,  as  the  means 
of  Erati^ing  their  high  or  t&eir  low  ambition — 
and  I  wUl  show  yon  the  very  materials  for  a 
mob,  ready  (or  any  desperate  adventure  con- 
oeoted  with  thdr  oommon  fbrtonea.  The  reason 
of  tiiis  exbacn'dioary  exdtement  is  obviona. 
It  is  a  matter  of  self-mterea^  cf  personal  ambi- 
tion.   Iha  people  can  have  no  sni^  motlTas. 


Tb^  look  only  to  the  Interest  and  glory  of  the 
oonntry. 

There  was  a  law  of  Athens  which  snttjeoted 
every  citizen  to  pnnishinent  who  reftised  to 
take  sides  in  the  political  parties  which  divided 
the  Repnblic.  It  was  fonoded  in  the  AoeipM 
wisdom.  In  political  affairs,  the  vioiona,  the 
ambitaoos,  and  the  interested,  are  elwtjs  active. 
It  is  tlie  natural  tendency  of  virtne,  confi^ng 
in  the  strength  of  its  own  oanse,  to  be  Inactive. 
It  henoe  reenlts,  that  the  ambitioDs  fewvIU 
inevitably  acanire  the  ascendency  in  the  oondoci 
of  hmnan  affairs,  if  the  patriotJo  many,  the 
people,  are  not  stimulated  and  ronsed  to  a  ftitp- 
er  activity  and  effort, 

I  oome,  now,  Mr.  Ohairman,  to  what  I  regard 
the  most  important  oonnderation  connected 
with  this  branch  of  the  amendment:  the  ex- 

riienOT  of  eiclnding  this  body  from  all  agenoj 
the  dection  of  the  Preddent. 

I  will,  however,  first  draw  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  a  very  striking  incongroity  rf 
prindple,  loTolved  in  the  provision  to  refer 
that  eleolioa  to  this  House.  The  three  high- 
est candidates,  indioatod  by  the  popular  vote^ 
are  referred  to  tbe  Eotise  of  Bepresantatives, 
Upon  what  principle  t  Is  it  becacse  this  body 
has  more  capacity  for  selection  than  the  people) 
Admit  this  to  bs  the  fact,  and  what  follows! 
Ton  call  in  a  oompet«nt  body  to  select  a  Pred- 
dent  out  of  three  peieons  chosen  by  those 
whom  the  argument  eapposea  to  be  incompe- 
tent. If  the  people  are  capable  of  voting  for 
three,  why  not  tat  one !  Upon  what  metsphysi- 
oal  or  mathematical  principle  is  i^  that  the  peo- 
ple are  capable  of  choosing  three  persons,  one 
of  whom  mnst  be  President  and  are  not  cs^ta- 
bla  of  Kidng  another  step,  and  ohooeiag  tlie 
one  of  Uiose  three  who  Is  to  wield  th»  scepbvl 
If  the  HoDse  of  Bepreaantativea  have  any  so- 
perior  oapad^,  yon  do  not  give  them  a  onffl- 
dent  latatode  of  discretion  to  exerdse  it  to  any 
eStetnal  pnrpose.  In  a  wwd,  the  acheme  com- 
bines the  diMdvantages  of  both  modes  of  elec- 
tion, and  the  advantage  of  neither,  giving  to  this 
House  Jost  Buffldeat  latitude  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  oormption,  and  not  enoo^  for  any 
good  end. 

The  first  ottJecUon  that  I  shall  nrge  agaittsl 
flie  partldpation  of  this  Honse  in  the  elecdmi 
of  the  Preaid^t,  Is  Its  tendenor  to  destror  that 
aqtaration  of  tba  LegislatiTe  from  the  Execu- 
tive Deputment  of  the  QovemmenL  that  la 
IndispensaUe  to  the  dbctive  responsiUlily  of 
flie  latter.  Prom  the  very  nature  ot  Exeon- 
tive  power.  Its  operations  are  unseen  by  tbe 
people.  Acting,  not  tike  Oongreas,  tiy  general 
law^  that  are  regnlariy  promtunted,  the  Pred- 
dent  expends  money,  oonfera  <Mo«a,  and  regu- 
lates the  distribution  of  armiea  and  navles~«ota 
dlentiy  performed,  and  of  which  the  people  can 
have  no  precise  knowledge,  that  is  not  derived 
thnn  their  Bepreeentatives  here,  Ve  ourselves 
can  only  see  the  movements  of  Executive 
power,  dimly  and  Imperftetiy,  through  tha 
iDmbeiing  maasea  of  doomnenta  on  our  taUea. 
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It  1r  not  to  be  ezp«ot«d  that  thb  bodj  will  be 
inolined  to  enforce  a  very  rigoroni  ftooonntobil* 
itj,  ag^net  the  Freddent  of  its  oim  areation. 
Instead  of  atanding  to  tb«  XzeootJTa  in  the 
relation  of  an  indepradent,  co-ordinate  D^art- 
mant,  it  tieoomes  tlie  pardaana  of  Ina  power, 
and  va»  apolo<d«t  for  his  tntnagraatitnia. 

Another  enlMt  vhioh  moat  oertainh  readt 
from  tiM  liabitDa]  iDterferenoe  of  tUa  Bonae  in 
the  election  of  the  President  la  Ibe  degradation 
of  It*  legtalative  eharaoter.  Instead  irf  atates- 
man,  profbondlT  raned  in  the  aahllme  art  of 
Kodenng  the  Republic  Bomlsbiag  and  happj, 
the  membera  of  uiia  Honaa  vill  decenerste  into 
mere  managing  poUtidana,  trained  in  the  little 
arts  ot  intngne.  Instead  of  devoting  oDraelrea 
to  the  paonliar  and  appropriate  duties  of  our 
station,  the  maldng  of  uwv"'^  d>all  be  exdn- 
rivelr  engroaaed  in  nuking  Freeidente. 

'When  the  members  of  Oongreas  become  ar~ 
lajed  Into  cabals,  deelgnatad  bv  the  names  of 
the  several  oandidatea  for  the  Presidencj',  there 
wiU  be  an  end  both  of  oor  di^tj  aiid  inde- 
pendence. I  have  no  oooaaion,  or,  to  be  asham- 
ed of  any  man  whose  pretendons  I  have  sob- 
tained  for  the  Preddencv ;  but  evei;  prindple 
of  m^  natm«  recoils  at  the  idea  of  being  char- 
aoterused  bj  the  name  or  liverj  of  any  man 
livtog.  A  state  of  things  will  soon  ocoor,  in 
which  the  great  politiciaus  of  the  ooimtrj  will 
be  those  who  are  most  deiterons  at  making 
pdltioal  oombinations,  and  public  men  will  de- 
vote themselves  to  the  backstcring  arts  of  gain- 
ing oower,  instead  of  stadjing  Ue  more  dig- 
nined  art  of  nnng  it  wiaelv. 

It  oatinot  be  disguise^  sir,  that,  by  bring- 
ing the  election  of  the  President  intti  this  House, 
we  expose  oDnelvse  to  the  inflnence  of  those 
arts  or  politioal  conrtsUp,  which  Uie  ambitions 
have  ever  been  prone  to  practise.  To  sa;  noth- 
ing of  corraption,  there  are  few  amons  us, 
strongly  OB  we  may  feel  Intrendied  behind  onr 
own  dignitv,  who  are  not  liable  to  have  the 
BtemneBS  of  our  pnrpose  relaxed  by  a  conde- 
scending smile,  or  an  act  of  Ezeontive  oonfl- 
denoe,  or — a  dinner.  These  little  arts,  which, 
in  their  combined  operation,  oonatitute  what  is 
nsoallj  deaominatea  intrigae,  are  the  means  by 
which  cnnning  aspirants  address  themselveB  to 
the  vanity  and  foibles  of  those  who  fall  within 
the  sphere  of  their  fastdnation.  The  people,  sir, 
cannot  be  reached  by  these  arts ;  bnt  we,  Uieir 
wise  snd  virtaoos  Representatives,  thrown  into 
the  Ihtal  circle,  fall  victlma  to  an  ^nenoe  of 
which  we  are  not  ourselves  conscious.  It  is  in 
vidn,  dr,  to  dissemble.  We  mav  shroud  ODreelvcs 
In  wise  looks  and  a  digniSea  exterior,  bat  we 
are  perhaps  laboring  under  the  fatal  charm  of 
tbe  enchantress,  at  the  very  moment  we  are 
indknsntly  disclaiming  it 

Tne  peculiar  circumstanoea  nnder  which  the 
Presidential  election  will  generally  come  before 
tbe  House  of  Representativea,  oonBtitiite  a  very 
Striking  objection  to  the  eieroise  of  the  power 
now  vested  in  this  body.  The  election  comes 
here  with  almoet  a  certain^  that,  in  nine  cases 


oDt  of  ten,  it  will  be  decided  against  tbe  wHItf 
tlie  people.  Tbe  small  miuoritiea  will  nsbinl^ 
combine  i^Binat  tbe  popular  favonu.  Tli^ 
will  do  this  npon  princqilee  aa  certain  in  tlxa 
opentinn  as  gravitation.  Tbe  man  who  it  cos- 
scions  that  H  ia  the  ohoioe  of  the  people,  stiadi 
^m  and  InAezible  in  tbe  o<»kfideDce  of  iat  on 
vengtfa.  Ton  eannot  approaob  him.  He  ^ 
ddna  to  negotiate.  Ha  feda  bis  title  to  bt 
strong,  and  confidently  repcaea  iq>on  it  il 
the  oUiw  can^datee  naturally  regard  him  M 
the  obataole  that  alanda  most  in  tbe  w^  tf 
their  hopes.  United  by  their  rery  feebieneH, 
tbcT  defeat  tiie  will  (J  tiie  nation.  Foraoeom- 
pUshing  this  oUeot  the  mode  c^  voting  1ms 
affords  ezfraormnary  &ciUties.  Ve  vote  bj 
States.  Tbe  natnrsl  oonrw  oi  tlungs  will  thnT 
the  whole  power  of  the  oomlunalion  npos  tb 
small  Statea.  A  single  member  la  more  eady 
brong^t  into  Qie  arrangement  than  tlui^-siL 
It  may  thna  happen  that  lesa  than  forty  msmbdi 
of  thU  body  will  (dect  the  President.  Hot 
strong  probabili^  that  the  Preddent  wiH  be 
chosen  by  a  small  minority  of  Congress  is- 
manda  tbe  meat  serious  and  s(4emn  omsidm- 
Uon. 

Under  what  eircninstaaoes  do  yon  mH  iub 
to  tbe  discbarge  of  tbe  high  dntiee  of  ^ 
ofBce  I  Ton  place  a  sceptre  in  a  bud  wbica 
lias  not  energy  to  wield  it  The  nnavoidsble 
consequence  will  be,  that  tbe  whole  pstroBsge 
of  his  administration  will  be  perTenod_  to  tbe 
purpose  of  sostainiug  and  strengthemng  bit 
popularity.  He  comes  into  power  onder  of- 
camstanoes  that  create  a  pohtical  necessitj  o£ 
action  in  thia  manner.  Destitate  of  the  confi- 
denoe  of  the  people,  he  mnst  fee!  ttit  M 
patronage  ia  his  power.  This  view  of  the  wb- 
jeot  brings  me  to  the  condderation  of  the  graU 
and  conclusive  objection  to  the  interfereow  M 
this  House  in  the  dectaon — its  tendeocj  to  ta- 
mpt  the  legislative  body.  . 

Oormpt  Oongreea,  and  yon  assail  libertj  B 
tbe  very  seat  of  its  vitality. 

Sir,  it  is  inwetnet  that  temptation  to'^'P^ 
If  our  first  parent,  pure  as  she  came  from  i» 
hand  of  God,  was  overcome  by  this  ledvUn 
power,  let  us  not  imitate  her  fatal  rashnas,  bj 
seeking  temptation,  when  it  is  in  onr  powM  " 
avoid  ft.  Let  us  not  vainly  confide  in  oo;  o« 
incorruptible  purity.  We  a«  liable  to  be  <w^ 
rnpted.  To  an  ambitious  man,  an  honoMWJ 
office  will  appear  as  besntdfol  and  bsanMm  « 
the  Miple  01  Paradise.  ,     j 

I  admit,  dr,  that  ambition  is  »  I»»*^, 
onoe  the  most  powerful  and  the  most  wo^ 
Without  it,  human  affdrs  would  t>ecffl«  * 
mere  rtagnant  pooL  It  is  the  active  prmflp» 
tiiat  stimulates  even  the  patriot  \f^y2, 
and,  in  its  very  eioesaee,  it  U  the  frMlV  ™ 
moSt  exalted  minds.  By  means  of  iif  If}^^ 
age  the  President  addresses  himself,  m 
most  irresistible  manner,  to  this,  ^^,?°\. 
and  strongest  of  our  pass; 
imagination  can  desire — honor,  p 
ease,  are  held  ont  as  the  temptstioa   ' 
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not  made  to  resUt  radi  aUaramenta.  It  la  im- 
possible to  oonoeivt  Satan  himself  ooold  not 
devise,  a  sjstein  irliiob  woold  more  inf&Ulblr 
istrodiiM  coimpldoa  snd  death  into  our  poUli- 
ottl  Edea.  Sir,  the  angekJM  J^^tm  htatm 
wfUItM  Itatptaiion, 

That  OAimot,  then,  be  a  itIm  ud  politioal 
o^aidzititai  tlikt  requires  ns  to  redst  tempta- 
tions too  strong  either  for  men  or  angele. 

The  political  truths  I  have  advanced  will  be 
ftillr  sosbuned  by  the  anthoHty  of  history. 
Z>ook  back,  rir,  Into  the  vast  and  drearj  sqti- 
tade  of  past  sgea,  and  read  the  epitaphs  whkh 
impartial  history  has  inscribed  on  the  tombs  of 
&Uen  repablica.  What  is  the  melancholy  lee- 
■on  they  teach  as  t  That  no  free  Oovemment 
has  t>eeD  overcome  by  taroe,  but  all  by  oormp- 
tion.  If  we  ever  loee  our  hbertiw,  which  God 
fbrbid,  tJiis  will  be  the  enthanada  of  the  Re- 
pnblio.  While  the  extent  of  onr  territory  ex- 
empts oe  from  the  extiaotion  of  onr  liberties 
by  popular  violenee,  it  inoressea  the  only  other 
catastrophe  to  which  we  can  be  exposed— the 
oonceDtration  of  power  in  the  Exeontive  Gor- 
ernment.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  one  of  the  most 
aUe  Uoisters  that  Engtidi  history  can  boast, 
and  too  fatally  versed  in  the  oormpt  nse  of  Ex- 
•ondve  patronage,  expremed,  as  his  deliberate 
opinion,  foanded  npon  his  long  ministerial  ex- 
perience, that,  with  the  ezoepdon  of  three 
men,  "  «wry  poKtioian  ht  had  ever  hjunen  had 
Ui  priee,"  Though  certainly  not  nnivergally 
true,  this  remark  is  hot  too  generally  so  in 
reference  to  all  ages  and  oonntries.  There  is  a 
predse  accorscy  in  the  phraseology  of  this 
sentiment,  indicative  of  the  masterly  skill  of 
him  who  expressed  it.  "  Every  man  has  l>ia 
price."  That  is  to  say,  yon  most  stndy  tiie 
character  and  foibles  of  each  man,  to  asoertaio 
what  it  is  that  will  make  him  aabservient  to 
yoor  purpose.  A  man  who  wonld  r^ect  a  pa- 
ooniarj  oribc^  with  ind^nation,  wmild,  per- 
haps, have  no  icmplea  to  Sold  a  negotiation  for 
an  office.  Another,  who  would  disdain  to 
make  an  emrtm  Btipnlation,.even  for  an  office, 
might  think  it  qi^te  exftnsable  to  act  nnder  an 
iaqilied  undenlanding.  And  a  third,  who 
oodM  not  reconcile  it  to  his  consdence  to  have 
any  anderstaading,  either  express  or  imi^led, 
might  be  sednoed  by  accidentally  hearing  that 
a  oert^  offloe  was  dedgned  for  him  as  a  re- 
ward, not  fbr  bis  vote,  but  for  his  eitraor^na- 
rj  merits.  There  is  no  «id,  dr.  to  the  sabter- 
ftiges  of  that  sdf-Jelading  oasnistry,  by  which 
ambition  Is  prone  to  silence  the  remonstrances 


There  it  a  marked  distinction  between  pab- 
Ilo  and  private  cormption,  that  explains  the 
reason  why  the  one  is  so  mnoh  more  generally 
■ncceasfal  than  the  other,  in  eonqnerioK  those 
who  fall  within  the  sphere  of  its  innnence. 
There  is  a  dazzling  splendor  ia  saooeseh^  am- 
bition, that  coDceals  the  depravity  by  which  tt 


as  an  object  of  adoration.  Power  diffusM  a 
deceptive  gloss  over  the  crimes  of  the  -osnrper, 
and  oormption  aheda  indemnity  over  its  vio- 
tims.  Sncn  are  the  fascinatiooa  of  power,  that 
it  ottea  wins  the  homase  even  of  thoae  whooa 
deareet  rights  it  has  violated.  Bnt,  sir,  I  can 
never  regard  it  in  any  otiier  light  than  sa  a 
pnblio  crime  of  the  most  strodoua  hne,  to  ao- 
qnire  power  by  frand  and  oormption.  The 
man  who  rises  by  snob  means  is  a  felon,  fia- 
fframU  delieU),  and  the  insUnia  of  bis  office  ara 
the  standing  imnamenta  of  bis  goilt 

But,  sir,  it  is  often  sdd,  "  Tme,  Qie  poli- 
tidans  of  England  have  been  cormpted  by 
patronsf^  bat  those  of  the  United  States  era 
of  more  inflexible  materials."  Indeed  I  Where 
did  we  obtain  this  chari«r  of  exemption  from 
hnman  fhultyt  Alas,  sir,  we  have  no  andi 
exemption.  The  people  of  the  United  State^ 
for  the  reasona  which  I  have  ezplaioed,  are  su- 
perior, both  in  virtne  and  intelligence,  to  thoae 
of  any  age  or  conntrj ;  bnt  their  statesmen  ar» 
snl^eot  to  the  tame  inflnenoet  that  operate 
npon  those  of  Eni^and,  not,  perhms,  in  the 
same  degree,  bnt  in  a  dwree  that  is  destined  to 
be  constantly  increased,  if  not  redsted  W 
Rsores  dmilar  to  the  present.  Sir,  there  its 
conntry  on  earth  where  office  haa  greater 
attractions,  or  is  songht  with  more  avidity, 
than  in  the  United  States.  Binoe  I  have  been 
pnblio  Ilf^  it  has  been  a  constant  aonroe  of 
mortiflcation  to  me  to  witness  the  spirit  which 
prev^  on  this  subject.  There  are  those,  it 
seems  to  me,  who  wonld  rather  eat  the  "  very 
cmmbs  fivm  the  trenchers"  of  Executive 
patronage,  than  the  bread  of  honest  ind^ieod- 
-loe. 

In  one  req>eot,  h  appears  to  me,  we  csnnot 
stand  a  oompariaon  with  the  atatesmen  of  Eng- 
land. We  io  not  estimate  the  dignity  of  a  aeat 
this  floor  as  highly  as  an  Englishman  esti- 
tes  a  seat  in  JParhament  To  those  whose 
ot)}eots  are  the  pnblic  service,  and  an  honest 
fwie,  there  can  he  no  theatre  so  dedrable  as 
this  floor.  But  what  mortifying  apeotaolea 
tiave  we  seen,  of  eager  competition  among 
membera  of  Oonsress,  for  the  most  pitafU  and 
oonteoiptible  offices  In  the  ^  of  Uie  Ex^n- 
tive,  merely  for  the  peonniair  emolument  t 
Offices  wUch  I  do  not  believe  a  member  of  the 
EnsUsh  Parliament  would  accept  at  the  hand 
of  his  sovereign.  Kor  do  I  see  among  ns  anr 
of  that  extraordinary  inflexibility  in  the  ad- 
herence to  political  principles,  of  which  the 
history  lA  ^igland  fornishes  some  honorable 
examples.  The  elder  Pitt  threw  his  oommit- 
don  in  the  face  of  bis  sovereign,  as  soon  as  he 
finud  that  bis  own  political  principles  oonld 
not  prevail  in  the  Oabiuet  Bnt,  do  we  find 
inatanoee  among  na,  of  the  aaoriflce  ot 
power  to  principle  f  On  the  contrary,  do  we 
not  And  political  principle   and  condstenOT, 


openly  sacrificed  at  the 


oiple   a 


of  power  )    we 


achieves  its  purpose.    The  msn  who  steals  a   see  politicians  of  every  hue  and  deacriptim 
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Imw,  withoot  dther  iti  bcMitjr  or  pKfottioMi 
*  Kot  of  on(7  fatebwaek,  mm  together  by  no 
•mmDDnitr  either  of  prinoiple  or  feeling,  tliat 
throws  into  tlw  thftcle  Bntxe'a  e^bnted  de- 
MTiption  of  a  motlej  etbinet  in  En^ud.  Sir, 
It  is  nielHUohol7  to  witneas  what  wo  cannot 
diagniae  from  oanelvoa,  that  a  fondnoM  for  the 
nominal  dignity  and  oatentations  dinl^  d 


•d  than  the  aolid  oonaol^ioiu  cft  a  fiuiie^  nkh 
ean  only  b«  seqaired  hj  a  eonaiatant  oonne  of 
inWo  aerrioe.  Thia  aeema  to  me  to  be  me  ^ 
oar  peenliar  weakneaaoa.  It  ia  rapid];-  grow- 
Ing  apon  oa.  Never  waa  tbcrc^  in  anj  oonnt^, 
aaoh  rapid  advanoea  in  Inxnry  and  refinement, 
with  all  their  BMoolated  frfultie*.  Hitherto, 
the  venerable  lUhera  of  Uie  Eevolotion  have 
prerided  over  oa.  Their  stem  and  inoornipti- 
ble  Tirtnea,  tried  and  atrengtbened  In  the  om- 
<dble  ift  a  long  conflict  for  Ubertj,  were  a  anffi- 
dent  gnarantee  against  the  nae  of  oormption. 
Bnt  the  aoeptre  hu  paaaed  into  the  b'  ' 
new  genertfion,  and  I  fear  the  mantle 
htdonarjr  pnrity  has  not  desoended  with  it  We 
have  eertunly  aeen  the  purest  dayf  <tf  the 
BepnWo.  The  ateding  virtnea  of  the  Revolu- 
tion are  rilently  paaaing  away,  and  tbe  period 
b  not  diatant  when  there  will  be  no  living 
nonmnent  to  remind  na  of  tboae  ^oriona  da^ 
of  triaL  If  their  virtnee  do  not  sorvive,  taej 
their  memory  at  teaat  be  long  oheriahed  I  Let 
It  not  be  sappoaed,  then,  from  the  example  of 
the  past,  that  there  la  no  danger  of  oormp- 
tion. 

Bnt  we  are  <dten  told  that  this  Qovemment 
haa  not  anffident  patronwe  to  produce  oormp- 
tion ;  and  I  have  even  heard  the  opinion  ex- 
praaaed,  that  there  waa  not  enoagh  to  hold  the 
Government  togetlier.  Hold  the  Government 
togetiierl  Heaven  preaerve  the  parity  <rf  that 
Govemmmt  that  ia  to  be  held  tosetber  by 
patronage  1  Bat  it  ia  a  great  mistake  to  eeld- 
mate  tlie  patronage  of  thia  Government  so 
U^tly.  It  ia  even  now  great,  and  it  is  rapidly 
Inereaaing.  We  are  not  the  mere  bemga  of  a 
day,  bnt  moat  look  fbrward  at  least  to  a  few 
generations  of  our  poateritv.  What,  dr^  la  the 
prospect  t  I  am  aunoat  afraid  to  oontemplate 
the  epeotaole  of  our  growth.  In  little  more 
than  half  a  oentnry  from  thia  day — a  period 
which  many,  I  tmat,  of  those  who  hear  me, 
will  live  to  witneag— the  popnlatitm  of  these 
United  States  will  hare  awelled  to  the  mi^ty 
number  of  forty  millioDs  of  hnman  sinilal 
With  twioe  the  present  population  of  England, 
and  the  vast  mnltipUcatios  of  offioea,  resulting 
flfom  t^e  increasing  wonta  and  growing  Inter- 
«ata  of  that  popnIatioD,  what  moat  be  the  ex- 
tent of  ExeoQlave  patronage,  and  what  the 
virtne  of  onr  sncoeBaora  here  to  encoimter,  and 
yet  reaist  it  t  We  are  admonished  by  the  ex- 
perience of  natioQiL  that  if  we  woold  reaist 
flormption  effeotnally,  it  must  be  done  in  the 
inupient  atages  of  degeneracy.  No  nation 
•var  has  been  seen  to  retrace  her  steps  aft«r 


bating  Mrfy  and  fb!^  onnineoced  the  down- 
ward mardi.  The  tide  of  oomplion  nerar 
flows  backwards    If  tmce  the  fttal  p^atm  ia 
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ia  left  to  OS  bnt  to  aw«t  tl 
cIkJt  redgnation. 

witb  eaoh  peiftct  abbottttioe  do  I  look  upat 
the  interference  of  this  Hooae  In  the  electioo 
ot  the  Preddent,  that,  if  the  small  States  pei^ 
tinaeioaB^  adhere  to  the  present  syatMn,  and 
prevent  tiie  amendment  of  the  oonatitalion  in 
time  Gtr  the  next  election,  I  will  myael^  dionld 
no  other  peraon  do  it,  propose  a  convenUon  of 
popular  oeleMtes  frtnn  the  whole  Union,  to 
nominate  a  Preaident ;  and  I  woold  atand 
pledged  to  soatain  the  nomination.  If  yon  will 
not  amend  the  oonstitDtituL  the  people  will  rise 
alKtve  it.    It  ia  idle  to  think  of  preventing  the 

Cple  of  this  country  from  exerdmug  the  moat 
_  Umate  and  important  of  their  sovereign 
righta,  by  p^>er  restricticna.  Ton  had  aa  wdl, 
air,  attempt  to  tie  down  a  li(«  with  a  cobwek 
WhercL  then,  wiD  be  the  amaU  States,  and 
what  the  value  of  a  contingent  equality,  when 
the  contingenoy  will  never  oocor!  As  a  friend 
to  thejnst  rights  of  the  small  States  I  beseech 
gentlemen  not  to  peraevere  In  the  att^npt  to 
retion  aa  adjust  power,  at  the  hazard  of  thoaa 
oombinati<Mia  amiaig  the  large  State^  ihti  wiD 
ineritablv  result  in  the  oppreedtai  of'thdr 
more  fteble  competitors. 

Bat,  have  ihaptepU  of  the  anaS  States  any 
interest  in  the  poaaOBion  of  this  contested 
it  m^  increase 
and  enable  them 
to  aeonre  a  large  dividend  of  Execntave  patron- 
age^ yet  what  do  the  people  g^n,  either  in 
power  or  happiness  ?  Baa  a  small  State,  met«- 
ly  aa  a  amall  State,  any  right  or  interest,  whidi 
would  he  aafer  in  the  handa  of  a  Frandoit 
chosen  by  Oongrees,  than  they  woold  be  in  tba 
handa  c4  a  Preaident  chosen  by  the  people! 

Bn^  sir,  b  not  this  a  dehiaive  mockery  evaat 
aa  to  the  question  of  power  t  Do  the  Ststea 
really  exercise  it  In  pomt  of  fact  t  ConsnltioK 
the  actnal  operationa  of  the  system,  we  fina 
that  the  Bepreaentatives  of  the  amaU  Statea 
have  aa  often  voted  agwnat  the  will  of  Uhmo 
Statea  as  in  conformity  with  it  Will  the  snail 
Statea  contend,  then,  for  the  worse  than  onr 
profitable  right  of  bung  mitrmmtnltd  on  0>» 
great  eot>|ect  of  the  Presidentlil  election  I 
Will  they  persiat  in  a  ayatem  that  aenm  mdj 
'■-  eqioae  their  Representativee  to  extraordina- 

temptatjon,  throwing  them  into  a  scene  ot 
action,  in  which,  if  they  had  the  virtue  of  k 
Oato,  they  could  not  avoid  anmiclon  I  Bnt  tlm 
strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  in  reference  to  thia  qnesticak  of 
relative  power,  is  the  equitable  compromiae 
which  it  iuvolvea  between  the  large  and  th* 
small  States.  It  is  that  very  spirit  of  mntoal 
oon(!toBioo  in  which  our  Govenunent  ori^- 
nated.  By  the  district  system,  the  large  States 
give  op  the  power  of  forming  oomldnationB  to 
overpower  the  small ;  and  by  remoring  tba 
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Tvntiu]  deotton  from  this  Hodbb,  the  i 
lutes  ^n  np  thrir  ooDtingmt  vqoalltjr.  What 
BOBt  fordbl^  r«oc»Droendi  thia  oompromise,  is 
he  ooorideraUott  OuA  the  poven  mntiuuly 
Direndered  by  the  Ivga  and  ttie  imall  Statea, 
re  dangerona  to  &•  pnritr  of  tlw  ItopnUlo. 
t  fa  SD  offtoing  whkA  patriodam  TOqaiTM  na  l» 
lake  at  the  ahrine  of  libertr.  la  ft  pootble 
h«t  wa  oan  hedtatet 

Z  do  ■Incerelj'  believe  that  we  have  readied 
,  erina  In  oar  great  political  ezperhnent.  when 
he  Cate  of  tliat  experiment  will  depend  upon 
he  wiadom  wlUi  wliich  we  aot.  HeTar  vi 
here  a  bmnan  aaaemU^  inTOked  bj  Ugbi._ 
oiudderations  to  aot  with  diaintereeted  mag- 
lanimity.  Tlie  deatiny,  not  onlj  of  tiie  rising 
olUiona  that  are  to  oome  after  na  here,  bat 
hat  of  the  whole  drillzed  world,  hanga  tnm- 
lUng  on  the  Issne  of  oor  deliberatiaB&  Ko 
kation  <ni  earth  haa  erer  exerted  ao  extei  * 
in  infloenos  oa  hmnao  affidn^  as  thia  will 
^ni7  ezendae,  if  we  praeerre  onr  ^oriona  aja- 
em  of  Oorernment  In  ita  pmfty.  The  Ubtr^ 
it  this  oonntr^  ia  a  aaered  depodtory— a  veata] 
Ire,  wluob  FrorideDoe  haa  oommltted  to  as  * 
lie  smeral  benefit  of  mankind.  It  ia  i 
rorld'a  laat  hope.  ExHagniah  It,  and  the 
Hrth  will  be  covered  with  eternal  darimeas. 
"Bat  onoe  put  ont  that  Ught,  I  knoir  not 
rhere  la  that  Fn»MtbeaB  hMt,  that  nan  that 
Ight  relmnine." 

IComAT,  Fetoiarjr  90, 
^awndawMf^tt*  OMMtHmUoih 

Vt.  Buoeutas  oflbred  Hie  following : 

Smtthtd,  Thai  the  eonstltiitlcHi  ihonld  be  so 
DBendcd,  M  to  re-etUbli«h  the  third  danse  of  the 
bat  aeoiion  of  the  leeond  article  of  the  orlelnal 
imaUtalioD;  ezeept  that  porttoa  thereof  wnloh 
ionftra  the  power  of  electing  the  Pieddent  npon 
iha  Ho&se  oTRepTesentatlTea. 

Xeiehed,  That  (he  oenatitntion  sheold  be  ao 
tawDded,  that,  In  «ue  no  electioa  shall  be  made  br 
Ihe  Slaotora,  then  (he  Statea  Aall  abooaa  the  Twtd- 
lent,  from  (Ite  (wo  higbaat  npon  (he  Uat,  In  and) 
Banner  as  the  LegUatorts  thereof  DMydlnot  J  eaeh 
9Ue  haTing  one  TOte. 

yti.  BvuBixm  add,  it  was  Ar  tnm  his  in- 
tention to  enter  into  anj  detailed  explanation. 
It  thia  time,  of  the  amendment  which  he  had 
propoaed.  For  the  pnrpoa&  bowever,  of  di- 
recting the  Btteoti<ni  of  the  Hooae  to  them,  he 
ironld  merely  obaerre^  that  the  otject  of  the 
Int  readntioa  waa,  to  reetore  the  originat  pro- 
rlrion  of  the  oonstitaUon,  in  rward  to  the 
ileelion  of  PreddMit  and  Vioe  Preddent,  to  the 
tfana  when  that  eleotloo  wonid  iavoin  npon 
the  Honae  of  Bepreientativea, 

The  seocHid  resolntlon  proposstL  that,  in  that 
srent,  the  sovereign  States  of  tills  Union  shall 
diooee  the  President  firom  the  two  higlteet  on 
the  list.  "When  no  election  la  made  br  the 
dectora,  it  simpl;  confers  npon  the  States 
Iheinadvee  the  power  which  u  now  exerdaed 
^  tbrir  BepreaoitBtiTes.    It  propoaea  that,  in 


making  the  choloe,  the  Btatea,  and  not  their 
B^reaentatiTea  In  tUa  Honae,  shall  eadi  gii* 
tme  TOta,  hi  the  mamter  vhkh  thdr  raspaedva 
Lwislatnrei  mar  pfMcribe, 

Mr.  B.  aald  be  did  not  propoae  Hie  Uat 
amendiiMnt,  beoanae  he  thon^t  it  the  best 
posdble  method  of  taking  the  eleetiMi  frimi 
the  Honae  of  Remeaentrares ;  bnt  l>eOBnaak 
after  mneh  refleotttm,  he  believed  Itwaa  tiie 
radf  one  praotioable.  That  MKUommatlim  waa 
davontlr  to  be  wiahed  bj  aU,  and  by  none 
mora  than  the  BepreaentatJTea  themselvea; 
and  he  felt  peranaded  that  no  amendment  for 
that  purpose  will  ever  prevail,  whidi  doae  not 
leave  the  balance  of  power  ain<nig  the  States 
as  it  at  present  exiata. 

Mr.  B.  aaid  he  did  not  hitsod  to  intarfsre 
with  the  debate  now  progreaslng.  In  oaae  the 
House  should  Mxrint  a  Seleot  Oommlttee,  he 
r  that  thaae  MopodUona  m^  be 

I  a  sitaatkm  that  they  may  be  le- 

nired  to  that  committee. 

Theae  reac^ntlona  were  refsired  to  a  Oon* 
mlttae  of  the  Whole. 

Tui8i>i.T,  Febmary  91. 

.  Kr.  PowmxcdtoedthefollowingreacJirtion; 

B-elMi,  That  (he  omsUtotion  otuh(  (o  be  so 
amended,  th*(,  In  the  even(  of  the  euoUon  of  (he 
Pieiiden(  of  the  United  Blatsa  devolvlag  on  (ha 
Bonae  of  HencesentatlTsa,  aa  (o  provlda  (ha(  ao 
member  of  the  Hooae  who  shall  vote  upon  snoh 
eleelloa,  shsll  be  capable  of  leceiTiog  an  a^ipdnt 
men(  («  any  ofllee  nndar  the  Qovaniment  m  (Im 
Unl(ed  States  where  the  power  of  nomlnaUMi  ia  Ia 
the  Preddeat,  for  the  term  of  (hiee  jasis  fliBreal 
ter,  except  when  Ihe  nation  may  be  Invcdved  la 
war,  in  which  event,  (he  lorcgi^ng  h  ifonf  jjn^t^^^^i 
shall  not  operate  to  prsTant  the  BwolnUnent,oraa- 
eeptance  by  any  snoh  member,  of  a  cMnmlsaion  ia 
(he  amy  or  navy  of  the  United  Statea. 

Hi,  Powell,  upon  offering  hla  amoidmeii^ 
obaerved,  that  it  was  not  his  intention,  at  tUa 
time,  to  diaonsa  the  merits  of  the  propoaitlon 
he  had  offered,  or  any  of  the  variooa  propod- 
tlona  DOW  before  the  committee,  and  nnder  dia- 
cnidon ;  and,  milesB  his  preaent  intentiona  ni^ 
derwent  material  alteranon,  he  dkoold  not,  at 
any  fbtore  period,  intrnde  bimaelf  npon  the 
attention  of  the  committee  npon  thia  sni^edL 
Ur.  P.  obaerved,  that  It  waa  doe  to  himself 
and  his  fbelinga,  in  relation  to  the  members  of 
the  last  Oongrees^  to  disclaim  any,  the  moat 
remote,  idea  that  the  Bonae,  or  any  of  ita 
membws,  In  the  ezerdse  of  tbdr  high  eonstl. 
tnttonal  duty  of  decting  a  President,  at  their 
laat  seadon,  were  inflnenced  by  any  hope  of 
"  by  any  other  nnworthy  motive.    He 


an  event  posdl_..    _ _._ 

ftitnre,  and  the  fbara  eipresaed  by  gantiemso, 
that  lie  bad  offered  the  resdntion.  The  Honae 
wonU  diaoovar  that  the  reacdntian  wonld  onlr 
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be  adopted  in  the  eveDt  of  the  Tariooi  plani 
alrwdj'  iDggeated,  or  which  might  be  ea^eet- 
•d,  to  teke  the  nltimaW  election  from  the 
fioDW,  being  r^ected  I>7  the  Hotue.  While 
we  were  dismbatiiig  oonatitntiooal  power,  tak- 
ing from  one,  ud  giriog  to  another,  It  miglit 
be  well  for  OS  to  show  our  wiHingneee  to  anb- 
mit  to  tiiia  self-denjiiig  piorlrim,  and  plaee 
the  metnben  of  thia  Honae  be^nd  nuplcion. 

The  reeolntioa  wu  then  referred  to  a  Oom- 
tnlttee  of  the  Whole. 

WzDHUDAT,  March  1. 
Penitentiaiy /or  tht  Ditlriet. 

Ob  moUoD  of  Mr.  Thombos,  of  PennajlTa- 
nla,  the  Hooae  then  went  into  Committ«e  of 
the  Whol^  Mr.  Tovlcisoh  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  to  provide  for  erecting  a  penitentiaij  in 
the  District  of  Cotmnbia,  to  reform  the  penal 
law  of  B^  Dittriot,  and  for  other  pnrpoaea. 

Mr.  Thommh  said,  the  bill  now  nbmitted  to 
tbe  ooniideratioD  of  the  committees  1*  oi>*  *!■>- 
bracing  principtea  of  conatderable  ocmaeqnenoe. 
He  would  denre  it  to  be  read  throtigh,  before 
he  proceeded  to  make  any  remarka  on  the  aab- 
Jeet,  hot  it  waa  Ter;  long,  and  would,  of 
oontM,  oocupj  considerable  time.  He  thon^t 
a  statement  of  its  general  aoope  and  design 
would  be  aufBoient  to  enable  tbe  committee  to 
imderstand  the  arsuments  he  had  to  offer.  It 
proposes  to  establish,  in  this  District,  a  Peni- 
tentiuy,  and  so  to  alter  the  criminal  law  of 
the  District,  that  confinement  to  hard  labor 
■hall  be  inflicted  on  moat  crimes,  iuatead  of  the 
imtional  pnniahments  now  in  nse. 

Wbeo,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  this  sutileot  waa,  b^  a 
resolution  of  the  Hooae,  referred  t«  the  Com- 
mittee OD  the  Diatriot,  it.  beeame  their  dntj  to 


the  condition  of  the  Jails ;  and  to  provide  a 
remedy  for  the  evila  thej  fbund  prevalent  in 
both.  I  will  now,  as  brieflj  aa  I  can,  exhibit 
to  the  committee  the  faota  on  theee  snbiects, 
which  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  and  the 
reasons  which  have  induoed  na  to  propose  the 
remedj  for  the  evils  of  tbe  preB«nt  system 
irhich  this  bill  providea. 

In  the  year  ITSI-'S,  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia was  ceded  to  the  United  Btatea  hj  the 
Btatea  of  Mvyland  and  Virginia,  B7  an  act 
of  OoDgress  on  the  antdeot,  Uie  laws  of  Mary- 
land, as  they  then  ttooo,  wwe  adopted  for  the 
fovemment  of  that  part  of  the  District  ceded 
J  that  State,  and  tbe  laws  of  Virginia  for  the 
govenmiMit  m  that  part  of  the  Dietrict  south 
of  the  Potomac,  nntll  they  abould  be  altered 
by  act  of  Oonarees.  Aa  far  as  relates  to  crim- 
inal matters,  the  lawa  of  the  District  have  not 
been  aince  altered. 

The  Statea  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  have 
einoe  changed  th«r  wh<^  system  of  crimind 
Jnrlapmdenoe.  They  have  discarded  the  cruel 
system  of  hanging,  whipping,  and  disfiguring 
pialefkotora,  and  nibatititf«d  in  their  Bt«ad,  the 


more  mild  and  efiioaoioua  <me  of  i>Anftnf*"'**^ 
to  hard  labor  in  a  penitentiBij.  But  tbeae  im- 
provementa  do  not  extend  to  this  District. 

It  ia  a  marim,  in  legislating  on  siilf}ecta  oaa- 
neoted  with  criminal  law,  that  the  preventiaai 
of  crime  is  the  only  legitunate  object  of  pon- 
iahment.  That  ayatem  which  aecures  to  aooi- 
a^  the  greateat  amotmt  of  prevention,  is  the 
best,  and  ou^t  to  be  adopted;  and  that  whiti 
experience  has  proved  is  dtfective,  in  this  re- 
spect, ought  at  once  to  be  abdiahed.  If  we 
look  into  the  practical  operation  of  the  prteent 
system  of  cruninal  law,  in  thia  Distnet,  we 
will  find  it  wholly  inadequate  to  produce  tlia 
great  benefitnal  results  to  socie^,  which  ought 
to  flow  from  the  adminisbation  of  the  penal 
Jnatioe  of  a  conntry. 

On  the  Bontb  side  of  tbe  river  there  ai* 
above  thirty  ciimea  punished  with  the  dread- 
ftil  penalty  of  death ;  and  on  this  aide  of  tbe 
river,  there  are  above  fourteen  for  which  tho 
aame  puniahment  ia  provided.  It  is  unneMMa- 
ry  for  me  to  recite  the  whole  of  theae  bloodj 
enactments.  It  wiU  be  aofficient  to  mention 
two  or  three,  to  illustrate  the  spirit  of  the 
whole  oode.  Feloniooaly  breaking  and  entw^ 
ing  a  store  or  warehonse,  by  day  or  by  nigh^ 
and  stealing  there  to  the  amount  of  fonr  dol- 
lan ;  breaung  out  of  prison,  if  the  prisoner 
were  confined  nnder  the  charge  of  a  capital 
f^ony,  whether  he  were  gnilty  of  that  felony 
or  not;  a  slave,  preparing  or  administering 
any  medicune  with  ill  intent,  or  attended  with 
any  bad  oonaequenoes ;  maliciously  burning 
any  honae^  wbeUier  4t  be  a  mannon  hooae,  or 
whatever  may  be  its  use.  On  this  sde  of  the 
river,  tireaking  and  entering,  a  warehonsa, 
Btorenoose,  or  tobacco-house,  uid  there  steal- 
ing to  the  value  of  five  sbillingB,  is  poniahed 
with  death.  Thns,  on  one  aide  of  the  river, 
the  life  of  a  man  ia  valued  at  fonr  dollar^ 
while  on  the  other,  the  law  fixes  its  price  at 
but  five  shillings.  But  the  most  homd  of  all 
the  bloody  deoondations  of  the  law  here,  i^ 
the  Judgment  which  it  requires  to  be  prt>> 
nounced  on  a  stave,  convicted  of  petit  tjeuwL 
murder,  or  arson.  It  requires  that  he  shonld 
be  banged,  his  bead  cut  off;  and  his  bo^y 
divided  into  quarters,  and  bis  head  and  quar- 
ters set  up  in  the  most  public  places  of  tha 
District,  Future  generations  will  scarcely  be- 
lieve that  in  this  enlightened  age,  after  the 
IMatriot  had  been  under  tbe  exclusive  govern- 
ment of  the  CoDgrese  of  the  Cntted  States  tor 
thirty-five  years,  its  laws  would  tolerate  eadk 
a  dreadfiil  spectacle.  What  will  they  say  when 
they  are  informed  that  tbe  law  not  only  toler-  • 
ates,  bnt  commands  it)  How  should  we  fed 
reproved  for  our  supineness,  in  legiHlatlng  tor 
this  District,  if;  unfortunately,  a  poor  slave 
should  be  convicted  of  morder  or  oraon,  and 
we  should  be  compelled  to  witness  tbe  execu- 
tion of  the  dreadfol  penalty,  by  teung  tbe 
bleeding  and  mangled  quarters  of  the  nnhappy 
malefactor  exposed  on  the  public  avoonai  of 
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It  is  oertiWv 
iul;  tiiii  STetem  ki  vludlf  inoonnBtent 
temiu  and  spirit  rf  the  prsMnt  age.    He  oper- 


j  for  me  to  pro^ 
riUitl 
Im  praeent  age.  He  ope_ 
ttiqn  and  effect  proTee  tliia  more  forciblj  than 
mj  wvament  I  oan  nae.  The  great  flret  prin- 
^ple  of  oar  system  of  Ooventment  is,  that  the 
aw  is  the  expreaelon  of  the  pubUe  mil.  This 
s  not  onlf  tnie  in  theory,  but  it  is  trae  in 
Hvotioe.  When  any  staUXe  foll«- under  the 
{eneral  displeasore  of  the  people— when  the 
Mpolar  will  is  deddadly  aMioit  It;  if  it  be 
Hie  which  must  be  ezecntea  through  the  me- 
Utim  of  courts  of  Jnstioe,  and  more  especially 
f  it  be  a  penal  one,  it  eoon  loses  ita  force,  and 
)eoonies  a  dead  letter.  This  is  the  ease  with 
heee  severe  enactments  in  this  DistricL  The 
UkwillingnMS  of  the  witnesses  and  proaeeator, 
lie  humanity  of  the  Jory,  the  lenity  of  the 
ndge,  and  the  clemency  of  the  Ssecntive,  in- 
wpoee  themselree,  uded  by  the  irresistible 
broe  of  poblio  opinion,  between  the  oriminal 
md  the  execution  of  the  sentenoe  of  the  law, 
n  that  in  all  thcee  oaees  falling  within  the 
range  of  the  penalty  cf  death,  the  offender  is 
terer  pnnifihed,  and  sooiety  is  left  wholly  wlth- 
mt  protection. 

The  laws  now  in  fbroe  oont^  penalties 
vhoUy  diniroportdoned  in  severity  to  uie  enor- 
Bit7  of  toe  offeneei  against  whioh  they  are 
maoted.  It  is  trae  that  no  human  ingenuity 
jan  demise  a  Byst«m  of  such  perfection,  In  this 
respect,  that  eveir  offender  shall  reoeive  the 
>redae  amount  of  puniahment  dne  to  his  goilt 
Samaa  reason  is  imperfect,  aitd  hnman  laws 
nnst  necesMiily  be  general  in  their  provisions, 
md  partake  of  the  imperfeottons  of  thoee  who 
huned  them.  But,  beoanse  wa  cannot  do 
yvery  thing,  we  are  not  to  oonoiude  that, 
Iherefore,  we  ought  to  fbid  car  hands,  and  not 
itteropt  to  do  any  thing.  If  we  are  denied 
the  power  <tf  maHng  t,  wj^uem  theoretical, 
tMsntifnl,  and  perfect  In  lynunetry,  this  for- 
lisbee  no  goon  reason  why  we  dioidd  wholly 
lisregard  aU  proportion,  and  inflict  the  hi^eat 
MOialties  upon  l£»  lowest  grades  of  guilt.  How 
tbocionsly  uidtut  it  mnit  appear  in  the  ^es  of 
m  enlightened  end  civilized  people,  to  see  the 
ireadf  a!  penalty  of  death  Inffioted  on  an  offend- 
)r  whose  only  offence  is,  that  ha  has  eecaped 
&vin  prison,  where  he  vai  detained  on  the 
diarge  of  a  crime  pnnishahle  with  desth,  and 
this,  whether  he  was  guilty  of  the  crime  for 
arhich  he  was  detuned,  or  not — a  crime,  to  the 
penietratioti  of  which  there  is  the  highest  pos- 
ilbk  temptation.    How  does  the  heart  of  nn- 


ihillings  I  What  can  jnatifr  the  barbarity  of 
oonMgning  to  the  gallows  and  the  grave,  the 
anhappy  slave  wlio  administers  medidne  which 
baa  some  had  effect  t  The  ii^nstice  of  these 
terrible  JndKineata  of  the  law  la  too  paling  to 
reqnire  the  least  illostratioiL 

Death,  as  was  swd  by  one  of  the  anclenta, 
**of  aU  dreadful  things,  is  the  most  dreadfhl.'' 
Jfc  ought,  therefore,  never  to  be  inflicted,  ai- 


oept  for  the  very  highest  degree  of  gniltL 
There  are  few  systems  of  law  which  set  a 
high  enough  value  on  human  lifb.  LefriBli^' 
tores  frequently  forget  the  magnitude  m  the 
subject,  when  ttiey  are  called  upon  to  deliber- 
ate  upon  the  life  and  deatih  of  their  fellow-om- 
aens.  When  the  qnestion  is  proposed  whether 
we  will  oonsign  a  rational  bemg  to  the  ontried 
destinies  of  a  flittire  woiid,  to  take  up  Ida 
abode,  perhaps,  in  that  house  of  pain,  flvm 
which,  throughont  the  never-ending  flight  of 
future  years,  "  there  is  no  escape,"  we  cannot 
make  np  dot  opinion  with  too  much  oantion. 

Bnt  this  is  not  the  only  part  of  this  system 
which  is  ol^eotionable.  It  is,  throughout,  a 
system  of  impotent  cmel^.  Its  only  inslrn- 
ments  of  puniahment  are,  uie  gibbet,  the  whin 
and  imprisonment  without  labor.  Its  only  end 
secma  to  be  the  inttiotion  of  corporal  p^;  and 
the  only  effect  it  produces  is  tike  hardening  and 
oonflmiing  in  crime,  thoee  upon  whom  ita  sen- 
tenoee  are  executed.  The  only  pmiishmenfe 
which  the  law  presents  la  the  District,  beendea 
that  of  death.  Is  whipping,  imprisonment  with- 
out labor,  and  flnee. 

When  crimes  are  oonunltted.  It  is  the  do^  of 
an  enlightened  Qovemmetit  to  examine  ita 
laws,  and  the*Btmotnre  of  eodety ;  to  look  to 
the  peouliac  genios  of  the  age,  and  oarefiilly  to 
inquire  into  the  habita,  temper,  and  charaotwr, 
of^the  offenders,  and  the  temptations  which 
may  have  given  occadon  to  thew  orimea ;  that 
it  may  ascertain  what  ponishments  will  be  best 
calculated  to  reform  the  habita  of  offenders, 
and  give  the  highest  seonri^  to  BO<^ety.  la 
andent  times  of  barbarism,  Oovmunant^  In- 
stead of  calmly  "'"Ung  dug  inveatigatiMi,  fefl 
np<m  their  orimhial  mtj^eote,  not  like  a  fUhw, 
intent  upon  rafonnine  their  children,  but  like 
ioftiriate  maniaoa.  rcaolved  to  inflict  upon  them 
thehi^eatpossiUeoorporalniffMiDg.  Andlre- 
gret  that  too  much  of  tins  Bjdrit  is  s^to  be  found 
m  the  worid:  SeasMiing  finm  the  nature  of 
things,  one  would  be  led  to  the  oonidiiai(»  Hut 
whiming  and  other  oorpwal  pnnishments  ooidd 
not  nave  a  tendency  to  reform  the  ebaraoter, 


thoee  <m  whom  they  are  inflicted.  But  ezpert- 
enee  baa  proved  this  truUi  with  tenfiild  mors 
power  than  abstnot  reasoning. 

To  bring  the  resolta  <tf  experience  to  bear 
upon  ti)ia  pt^t,  let  na  otmipare  the  eflbcti  yto- 
duoed  by  the  sVetem  in  tUa  Distriot,  with  thoao 
produced  by  the  Penitentiary  eystem  In  t' 
States  where  it  has  been  applied.  An.  inst 
oocniTed  lately  (^  an  oowder  who  was  in 
prison  at  the  commencement  of  the  seaaion  of 
the  court  for  the  crime  of  laroeny,  who  wm 
tried,  whipped,  and  discharged,  and  for  two 


Mnular  offenoea  was  twice  after* 

wards  arrested  in  auooeedon,  tried,  whipped, 
toA  dischaifcd,  before  it  rose.  Another  per- 
son waa,  in  the  ^>ace  of  four  years,  convicted 
for  larceny  seven  times.  The  popnlation  of  tho 
Diatriot  la  about  U,000.    The  oonvictima  tut 
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Om  lilt  four  jvin,  of  crimM  whidi  lunally 
in.  tad  ought  to  b«,  pnnuhod  hj  eonfln«meat 
to  hird  labor,  were  at  the  mmagfi  nt»  of  riztf 


per  rear ;  that  la,  in  the  ratio  of  raw  to  abont 
MOof  thepopnlatioo.  In  dM  State  of  Uain<k 
lost  TMT,  the  oonvlotioiia  of  otbnow  pnniabea 
In  toe  Penilentiar;,  waa  In  the  H<qiwtiiMi  ot 
one  to  SgODO  of  tbe  popolxion.  In  the  State 
«f  New  Hampahira  the  priaonera  in  tlie  State 
ptlaon,  at  the  end  of  lait  jear,  weie  AT.  If  ire 
•appoie  that  one-half  ot  Hum  mn  reoetved 
during  the  year,  which  fa  a  la^e  nnmber,  and, 
no  doDbt  above  the  trnth,  we  wiU  And,  that, 
eren  on  this  oompntadon,  the  oonrloliana  were, 
tlMre,  daring  the  last  rear,  in  the  proportion  ta 
1  to  about  7,400  of  the  popniation.  In  Oon- 
neoticnt,  the  ooDviotiona  were,  last  rear,  in  the 
proportion  of  1  to  7,000  of  the  population.  In 
Vermrat,  the  conrictiona  were  aa  1  to  6,000. 
bi  the  State  of  New  Tork,  frmn  th«7ear  ITDT  till 


Xla,  animaUT,  in  the  propartioa  of  I  to 
Dt  S,200  <rf  the  popnlation.  During  the  lat- 
ter part  of  thia  period,  in  theae  two  States, 
th^  Peoitendariw  had  I>eo(me  ao  ovwded,  ai, 
tn  •  great  meaanre,  to  destror  thdr  moral 
«£foot.  Tet  tbef  were  nine  tiuMS  aa  effloaeiona 
to  prerent  orimas,  aa  the  pnnialunentB  infiioted 
In  thia  Diatriot  In  Uasnchuaetta,  the  ocmitIo- 
tiona  average,  from  1806  to  1810,  annuallr,  at 
the  ratio  of  1  to  abont  8,000  of  tlie  population. 
And  in  Yiq:inia,  where  the  ajstem  of  law  is 
mild,  and  the  PMiitentiaiT  has  beoi  o<»tdneted 
on  prind^ea  well  oalonlatad  to  give  it  moral 
tSteot,  the  conTiotions  were,  last  jesr,  in  the 
proportion  of  1  to  10,000  of  the  popnladon. 

Thia  statemrait  of  &otB  exhibits,  with  a  thon- 
und  times  more  fto'oe  and  deameaa,  the  dEbota 
oi  the  airstem  in  this  IMstriot,  than  aoj  ob- 
■traot  reasoning  poaaibl^  ootdd.  It  is  Ime 
that  the  popolation  of  the  DlatrlM  ia  neariy  ah 
a  cit7  peculation.  It  must,  therefore,  be  ex- 
pected that  crimes  .will  be  more  nnmerona  here 
than  in  agrionltnrel  Stat  ~ 

nmuber  of  InliabiUnte.  _. 

considered  that  the  States  I  bare  maiti«Hied, 
have  large  oommendal  dties  in  them.  Bo  that 
making  everj  allowanoe  that  ooold  be  askea 
for  the  character  of  the  population  of  the  Dia- 
triot^ we  will  find  that  the  penal  lawa  ot  the 
States  I  have  mentioned,  are,  npon  an  average^ 
mote  than  seven  times  aa  effiMtual  to  aacnie 
•odelT  against  orimea,  as  the  mtcm  of  hang- 
ing and  whipping  which  prevaib  here.  Bat  I 
need  not  rerer  to  statistical  calcula^ona  to 
prove  that  the  srstem  of  pend  law,  whidi 

Evenis  the  District,  ia  one  of  the  wwst  in  the 
kited  States,  or  perhaps  anywhere  else  to  be 
found.  We  have  almost  ever;'  dav  occasion  to 
aee  its  total  iiiefflcao7,  and  sonie  of  us  are  every 
aessIfMi  taught,  bj  personal  experience,  to 
know,  that  the  law  furulshes  but  slight  proteo- 
tion  to  the  rights  of  propertj. 
When  Oongrees  we  this  District  over  wUeh 


diar  bold  the  direot  AcaoiDim  and  abaohita 
aover^on^,  sofiteing  the  greatest  evils  thrt 
canbeinfficted  on  a  commiudtT,  for  want  of  a 


code  vi  criminal  laws,  suited  to  the  n^t  < 

'    ag&  and  calculated  to  improve  pubno  moi 

:  wnesi  they  see  crimes  multiply,  and  orim- 


Inala  go  mpnidahed :  wbea  they  see  prn>er^ 
insecnre^  and  that  the  laws,  whidi  oo^t  to 
atand  aa  an  impenelraUe  wall  of  adamant 
round  the  dvU  r^ta  of  evei;  Individual,  have 
lost  their  protecting  powen;  when  they  aee 
th^  Instead  of  improving  the  morale  ot  aod- 
et7,  its  eondenaed  eneigiee  are  poured  out 
upon  it,  hardening  the  nearta  and  rendering 
obdorate  in  gnilt,  iboee  on  whom  its  pmiahiea 
are  InUcted,  and  diagnating  aod  cawmpting  Um 
rest  of  mankind-^thej  must  feel  that  a  pow^ 
ftal  meal  ia  made  to  their  paternal  Jnstice,  and 
that  the  authoritative  voice  of  duty  eiudju  it 
npon  na  to  gjve  a  ^stcm  ttf  an  o^^odte  tan- 
deno7  to  this  entject  pec^le. 

I  have  thus  endeavored,  as  bri^y  aa  peed- 
bl^  to  state  the  Acta  exhiMting  the  providooa 
and  moral  tendencr  ot  the  present  sTstean  ot 
criminal  law  irf  thia  IHstrtct.  Theee  &ct^ 
without  Bn7  aigument  from  me,  prove,  in  the 
most  oondndve  manner,  that  there  is  nottdng 
In  it  which  suita  the  praaent  condition  ot  man- 
kind. The  cruel^  of  its  penalties  haa  rooaed 
againat  it  pnbUo  opinion,  and,  ot  conrae,  tb^ 
are  but  eeidom  executed.  This  argument 
^ne,  if  there  were  no  other,  fWniabea  saft 
dent  reason  to  abolish  it. 

Hi.  Vbbpluiok  followed  Ur.  Thombdo. 
He  adverted  to  the  experience  of  New  York,  ia 
relation  to  the  Femtentuij  sjstem,  re^eonnc 
which  there  was  a  dividon  it  opinim,  but  at 
which  he  declared  himeelf  the  decided  frtend. 


whkh  eonld  be  learned  ontj  oj  a  car^tal  refer- 
ence to  the  experiments  whidi  had  been  mndSk 
He  then  proceeded  to  potntoat  some  pariknlan 
in  which  the  bill  stood  in  need  ttf  revldosL 

Hr.  Thohsos  stated,  that  the  ocunmittee  who 
bad  reported  the  MQ  were  aware  it  mi^  b* 
Imprond,  and  had  prepared  some  amendment* 
which  the;  should  bring  forward  In  doe  tfoM. 

Ur.  Yanpuaoi;  resnroed,  snd,  having  stated 
other  points  in  which  the  UU  seemed  defeetivu^ 
add  he  shoold  wdt  till  the  oommittoe  soggente^ 
more  taUj,  tbelr  own  views,  beline  he  mads 
any  motion  to  amend.  He  thought,  howeTcr, 
It  would  be  better  to  ^tpoint  three  Oonuni^ 
doners  to  prepare  and  report  a  sjstem  of  Peal. 
tentiarr  law.  and  of  Frison  ^sdpHne,  together 
with  a  plan  tot  the  oonstmotioa  of  the  Peniteo- 
tiaiT  building  itsel£ 

U.  Powmx  replied  to  Mr.  V.,  combating  th» 
ol||eotions  he  haa  stated,  and  deprecating  fkir> 
ther  del^  in  the  ^plication  of  remedy  to  • 
crvingevil. 

Mr,  Bbxbt  thought  it  would  be  bettn  to  ra- 
oommit  the  UU,  and  let  the  comndttee  ingnft 
into  it  sooh  isqiroveiMDtB  aa  Hug  might  think 
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Tha  bm  WM  tbm  about  to  be  nad  hj  mo- 
tM»:  wh«a 

Mr.  LimroaTOV,  after  pvii>8  s  dwsrred  trib- 
Qte  to  the  effi>rts  of  th»  gantiaaaa  who  hkd 
|nr«wDt«d  th«  nitjeot  to  the  Oominittee  of  the 
wholes  mored  that  Ota  oominittee  riw. 

The  motioa  prevailed  and  the  committee 
rose  according,   and  obtained  leays  to  lit 

The  Honae  adjourned. 

Tuhdat,  IbrohT. 

JtKMduuiU  ^  tie  ChnititHtlMt, 

Ob  iDotlon  of  Ifr.  If oDmra,  the  Home  Hien 

raolred  itaelf  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 

tfae  itaU  (tf  the  Onion,  to  oonrfder  the  reaolntioiu 


-_ i  Mid, 

State  bad  made  BO  promiiient  a  flgnre  in  the  de- 
bate, ttiat  It  oonld  sot  be  neoessaiy  for  Mm  to 
make  aa7  4M>logy  fiff  addraadns  tlie  oommittee. 
Be  had  soppoaed  the  peooliar  wcmnstanoes  of 
the  timea  would  hare  admonished  gentlemen  of 
the  pT0prlet7,  naj,  neoeau^,  of  ezerdaing  ma- 
tnalinmilgenceandforbeaiaiioe.  Her^pvtted, 
however,  to  percdve^  teona  the  ooarae  ot  thia 
debate,  ttiat  while  we  were  genvmaty  di^oaed 
to  orerlook  the  errora  ot  (be  yabae  moi  In 
power,  and  the  oondoot  of  all  ouber  poUlioIana, 
daring  the  late  deoUtm,  we  w«e  never  to  tar- 
ninato  onr  aoimadvendona  on  that  olaaa  <tf  poli- 
tioiana  who  alone  ooflU  be  proodlj- denominated 
**  no  man'a  men."  The  State  of  New  Tcwk  had 
aooordind;  been  ideated  aathe  theatre  <tf  the 
irar;  and  that  praiion  which  had  been  left  nn- 
ravaged  I^  the  gentleman  torn  South  Oarcdlna, 
(Ur,  HoDcttoO  had  been  laid  deaotate  bj  bit 
eoll«agne,<Mr.STOBB8.)  He  wasUttlediipoeed 
to  engage  to  a  debate  of  thla  character;  bnt,in 
■nob  a  oanae,  he  ahoold  be  onworthT'  of  his 
station,  were  he  not  ready  to  break  alanoe  widi 
«ither  at  both  the  Bentlemeo.  The  remarks  he 
ahoold  anbmit,  wonld  be  qtplioabte  to  the  oriaia 
■od  the  qneatioD ;  tar  both  had  grown  oot  ctf 
the  late  election  by  tbe  Hoose.  In  nbmitttng 
them,  be  should  notaflbct  adelleaay  hedidnot 
&e1,  nor  preaoh  a  politioal  morality  be  did  not 
praotiae.  He  ahonld  treat  it  as  every  qoeation 
ahoold  Im  treated,  involring  public  men  and 
paUio  measnrea.  And,  while  oe  ehonid  ezer- 
uw  due  deoonim,  he  should  not  forget  tiiat  tlie 
qnestiaa  was  one  of  the  most  important  erw 
aobmitted  to  tbe  attention  ot  Otrngreaa.  Els 
Imiwesritais  on  tbe  snbfeot  were  sa-ong— per- 
haps atfonger  fr«n  the  drcmnstanoe  of  his 
having  bem  a  member,  be  might  also  aay  a 
apeotator,  during  the  reoent  election  bf  the 
Honse.  He  mt^t  be  mlstaken-^e  trusted  be 
vaa— but  he  approached  the  queadon  under  a 
rinoere  oonvlctitm,  that,  uoleas  the  aleobmd 
ofBoe  be  taken  hence,  the  time  was  not  remote 
when  frequent  electltais  here  would  produoe  a 
rerolatitai  In  the  praoUcal  toleration  of  this 
Goremmnot,  destnotiTe  of  erery  thing  like  po- 
litioal priwsiple  and  oonatltntional  law,  and,  in 


Before  he  paid  bis  reepeota  tobis  ooUeagM 
(whom  he  was  hqipy  now  to  have  in  his  «ye^) 
he  would,  as  flrat  in  orda^  turn  Ids  attentl<HL  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  pir. 
HoDcms.)  It  waa  probable  that  that  gentle- 
man and  himself  had  before  them  a  long  Jour- 
ney to  perfbrm  togetlier ;  but  ha  was  appreh«i- 
rive  tbiey  would  mitke  very  nuplessant  oom- 

rions.  Ve  sball,  most  undoubtedly,  s^  Hr. 
,  unless  he  learns  to  treat  my  old  iHends  with 
more  reqwot ;  fbr,  unlike  stune  others,  I  never 
deavt  an  old  friend.  At  the  very  ontaet,  the 
genUemaa  had  made  an  attack  upon  a  venei^ 
ated  and  respected  friend — he  was  about  to  aay, 
now  no  more— Ktng  Oanous.  Now  that  the 
eleotlai  wsa  over,  we  eonld  take  a  more  sober 
view  of  tbe  psaL  This  was  a  qwctre  raised 
daring  that  election,  by  cert^  men,  for  certain 
purposes.  A  union  was  formed :  each  <^  tiia 
partieB  to  it  had  his  disUnct  ottfeot,  ultimate^, 
in  view:  tbey  were  united  in  hut  one,  toe 
overthrow  of  King  Oauous.  We  know  tbe  n- 
eult — a  result  httle  to  (he  satiabolian  of  most  of 
the  parties  to  the  compact.  He  had  expected 
from  the  gutleman  frmn  "  •  '• 
i^mpBthy  for  King  Oboous— a  s 
out  ot  ondlari^  of  condition, 
fleeted  cm  the  foto  of  pow  King  Oancos,  with- 
out being  reminded  of  the  brief  and  s[ilen^ 
career  of  an  lllnatrioiu  exile.  He,too,wubom 
a  rwnldloan,  amtmg  the  wild  mountains  of 
Oornoa:    heJ  too,   ^V^d   an  nnoeremoniona 


Sonth  OarMina  a 


gamei 
uwUy 


_  ..lily,  made  a  monarch:  he  beoame  too 
powerfbl— ezoited  the  jesloosy  of  bis  ndgbbors, 
and  alsrmed  aome  of  his  friends.  An  ■Uianoa 
waa  formed  to  overthrow  him:  each  of  the  par- 
tlee  had  his  own  ultorlor  scheme :  he  was  oon- 

Suered:  an  andent  fimilT  was  restored— very 
ttle  to  the  aatlsfocUon  of  any,  but  one,  of  the 
members  of  the  alliance.  Boon  after  the  reetora- 
tion  hwe,  another  great  man  appeared,  bearing 
a  strcHig  ftmlly  likeagw  to  oar  late  monarch: 
hut  Qte  name  of  Oa^k  haring  become  aon>^ 
what  unpopular,  his  l^msor  gave  him  anothcor 
name— utey  called  him  **  Oonvemtdon  " — wbidi, 
to  drop  our  diadem,  meana  a  oongregation  of 
dqmtue,  who  meet,  intrigue  alittle,  quurel  a  lit- 
tle, and,  at  last  agree  npon  a  candidate  not  much 
tothesatisfkotionofsome.  Andyet,inthe  vieir 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Oaralina,  there  Is  a 
wide  £stinction:  a  Oauoua  is  something  oor- 
rapt,  BomeAlng  loathsome— an  incubus ;  whUa 
a  Ocmventlon  is  a  harmless  popular  ftvorito  I 
Be  would  not  anoe  this  quastltm  wiUi  the 
craQeman  Atmt  South  Oarolina;  he  would 
uave  the  disUnoticm  to  his  acute  and  ^scrlmi- 


OU^Mxl,  of  the  gilt  GMu'a  Head,  Oomet  of 
HoTMh"  to  Waa  Looretia  IbtiTab— "  Rhabvb 
it  rhubarb,  madam,  call  it  what  yon  wHL" 

If  tbe  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  or  Ui 
honorable  o(dI«agna— who  abo  leamad  totUnk 
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OoovMition  ■*  Um  oSiMMlve  "—believed  tbt  tbe 
tmderatendiiigs  of  tbe  Ameriom  people  were  to 
be  doped  by  laoh  dittiiiotioiii — wWe  nodiflhr- 
ADce  nbituiUally  exieted— the]'  ondemted 
t&eir  intellkence.  These  were  the  mere  fanna 
of  pertj,  whioh  rnnft  eziat  in  xme  atutpe  or 
sther,  wherever  partiee  edit — wbererer  the 
people  tnioy  the  priTilegee  of  en  eleotioo. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Booth  Oen^ins  dep- 
reeotaa  vtrtj.  And  doee  that  gentleman  ex- 
pect to  defeat  ibt  nnwiae  meainree  of  en  Ad- 
mlniatration,  enatained  by  the  patronage  of  all 
the  Departments  nnd  the  Executive — bached, 
too,  bj  an  overflowing  Treamry — ^withont  the 
ageno;  of  par^t  If  raoh  be  hia  ^an— if  the 
oppoaitioD  u  to  be  regnlated  bv  the  mles  of  the 
gentleman  from  Sooth  Oarolma,  ha  waa  not 
readj  to  engage  in  it.  He  waa  not  prepared  to 
embark  in  a  cause,  merelv  fr<»n  toe  patriotic 
inotive,  in  the  laqgnage  of  Mr.  Bnrke,  erf  fUUng, 
"tme/bT  one,  an  nnpitied  aaorifioe  in  a  con- 
temptible atrnggle."  No  pait;l  What  lan- 
guage ia  thiat  Are  we  not  in  the  mid«t  of 
partjf  What  mean  theae  movement*  which 
we  have  witnessed  in  onr  House,  einoe  the  oom- 
menoement  of  the  prseeut  seeuont  Is  there 
not  an  EzeonUTe  party  herel  The  weird  «s- 
ters  appeared  not  more  promptly,  at  the  waving 
(rf  the  magle  wand,  than  a  phalanx  rises  here  at 
Qie  call  (^  the  ExeootiTe,  Nay,  we  have  seen 
them  rise,  even  whan  a  measore  was  onlf  ntp- 
peud  to  t>e  of  an  Eieontive  character.    No 

Crl  Thie  is  no  new  language — it  has  often 
held:  bat  no  one  famuiaf  with  the  polit- 
leal  hlstorf  of  free  ooonbies,  and  praoacaJlj 
■cqaidnted  with  the  politics  of  this  coontry. 
ever  could  aufibr  his  Judgment  to  be  deoeiroa 
by  it  Party  la  indispensable  to  every  Admin- 
Mfation — it  is  essential  to  the  existence  ot  onr 
Institntiona ;  and  if  it  be  an  evil,  it  is  {me  we 
mnst  endure,  for  the  preservation  of  onr  dvil 
Uber^.  It  never  yet  injured  any  fr«e  eonnby 
—the  power  of  party  was  never  abased  here 
but  once :  the  evil  was  instantly  corrected  by 
the  people — the  politio|^  revolntion  of  1800 
was  ttie  oonsequenoe.  ^p  pnblio  affitirs  were 
never  bettor  aaministereV  than  dnring  the  Ad- 
ministration that  followed— when  measnrea 
were  proposed  and  advocated  by  Uie  majority, 
ander  the  vlaiilanoe  and  oorrectdon^  a  minor- 
ity.  It  ia  idle  to  talk  of  the  violence  of  party 
^irit:  the  oonfliot  of  parties  b  a  noble  conflict 
—of  mind  to  mind,  geoins  to  genins.  It  'is  to 
such  periods  of  high  exdtement— to  theae  wars 
of  intellect,  that  we  ue  almoat  indebt«d  for  all 
that  is  great  and  valoable  in  Mditical  adsnoe. 
In  vindicating  party,  it  was  hardly  necessary 
for  him  to  say  uiat  he  entert^ned  no  o^  nar- 
row, or  vindictive  feelings:  on  the  other  band, 
■ome  of  bis  warmest  ei^  best  friends,  sooially 
tnd  DoHtically,  were  of  the  old  federal  schod : 
bnt  tiiere  waa  not  a  man  among  them  who  had 
•ver  deserted  his  party — not  one  of  those  who 


to  his  oaose.    There  ia  a  sympathy  among  n 


of  prindple— between  those  who  appreoiate 
fidelity— that  pindple  of  fidelity,  wiUtont  whidt 
all  free  political  oonunnnitiea  would  be  dissolved. 

While  oppodng  the  present  Adnunistration,  it 
should  have  hi*  support  of  every  measnrei,  wluch, 
in  his  jndgment,  would  advance  the  public  in* 
tereat:  fcv  the  rest,  the  gentlemen  on  the  otho- 
dde,  should  have  an  open,  an  honorable  war. 
He  would  be  candid  with  geutiemen :  be  could 
not  Jwbe  evwy  Administration  by  its  measnrea 
In  Oie  ungoage  of  the  great  man  whom  he  hai 
Jnst  qnotM,  and  who,  of  all  other  m«i,  waa^ 
frtnn  expoienee,  most  aUe  to  instruct  ns,  he 
would  aay,  "he  never  knew  man  refMined  by 
power,"  ndtber  would  be  mske  the  experiment 
to  discover  whether  "their  measoree  would 
prove  better  than  thnrnxvals."  He  could  no^ 
If  he  wished,  extend  his  confidence  to  the  gok- 
tiemen  in  power — it  was  something  not  to 
be  controlled.  He  wonld  say  to  them,  with 
Lord  Ohatbam,  "  Confidence  is  a  plant  dT  alow 
growth" — and,  moreover,  difTerinE  from  moat 
plants  of  slow  raowth,  it  is  of  a  ddicate  natnra 
— (moe  blighted  it  seldom  revives.  Penitence 
may  restore  men  to  the  bosom  of  private  Iriend- 
ship;  but  in  pnblio  affairs,  it  seldom  happens 
The  pnlsationa  of  a  nation  are  alow:  the  career 
of  ambition  brie£  An  Administration  eqjojii^ 
his  Bnpp<»t  mnst  have  the  light  of  a  nation's 
oimfldenoe,  diinir^  dearly  and  bri^tiy  aronnd 
it:  its  foundation  mnst  rest  uptm  somethii^ 
more  solid  than  a  oomprootise  of  opinions — 
something  less  vdcanio  than  an  ai^Dstment  of 
andent  bnt  unextingniahed  animodtjea. 

The  gentleman  m>m  South  Carolina  had  re- 
ferred to  a  Bostmi  mob,  and  a  New  Tork  rabble. 
The  gentioman  most  pordos  him  for  saying  Uut 
he  waa  as  onhqipf  In  this  illustration,  aa  Iw  was 
unsonnd  in  the  pnndple  of  pditical  pUloeo[jiy 
he  meant  to  eetaUiab.  A  Boston  mob,  he 
thoQ^t  had  figured  aranewhat  too  sloriouly 
in  onr  BerdntiOTtary  histoir—^t  had  £ared  too 
iUostrioosly  in  tluMe  struggles  which  teraunated 
in  onr  independmoe,  to  M  adected  aa  the  vio- 
tho  of  a  sarcasm  even  by  comparisaOj^or  to  Q- 
luatrate  a  prindple  of  philosophy.  He  would 
wy  somethmg  of  its  history  in  another  war: 
bnt  here  he  roust  touch  lightly — he  was  tread- 
ing <m  delicate  ground :  he  most,  however,  in 
Jiutioe,  be  permitted  to  express  a  sincere  r«^re^ 
that  pnblio  ai^rs,  in  our  late  war,  h^  not 
been,  is  that  region  of  country,  less  nsder  the 
direction  of  srane  who  were  there  in  power  and 
more  nuder  the  gnidanoe  of  a  patriotio  Boston 
mob.  What  had  been  performed  by  a  New 
Tork  rabble,  be  ahoold  refer  to  in  replying  to 
hia  oolleague.  Were  he  disposed  to  ret^^to 
on  the  ^Ueman  frtan  South  Cardina,  he  had 
an  adnuraUe  weapon  at  band — be  might  sketch 
a  somie  at  Edgefidd  Ooort-House— «  portrait 
c^  a  riot  at  Ofd  Sdg^li.  If  the  genUranan 
wished  to  see  the  portrdt  which  might  be 
drawn  of  Old  Edgefidd,  he  would  refer  liim  to 
a  pamphlet  by  a  celebrated  itinerant,  the  late 
vicar  of  the  parish  of  Uonnt  Veraon.  Be 
oboold  not  Judge  that  geDtlaman'a 
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Tjj  mj  saoh  sbrndud.  H«  would  nerer  ooa- 
demn  the  reepeotabl«  yeomaurr  of  SoDth  Caro- 
liiiK,  for  the  lioentionmeM  of  &  few,  dot  tbe 
oeoarional  aberration  of  the  man;:  nor  woold 
lie  erer  anUdpate  a  reTolntdon  In  this  ooontry, 
ftom  a  riot  at  Edgefield,  or  New  Tork^  or  Bos- 
ton. The  gentleman  fk-om  8oath  Oarolma  need 
not  seelt,  amidat  the  riots  and  revolutions  of 
Bom^  for  the  ctHUKS  of  our  duaolotioD.  He 
eikoold  look  to  the  history  of  modem  times,  and 
to  the  oharecter  of  nations  as  they  are  now. 
yftxo  he  in  the  TnrUah  empire,  he  might  theo 
eeek  fbr  instmotion  in  Boman  etory.  What 
Borne  was,  Oonstantinople  is.  The  dtiioD- 
soldier  of  the  fiomaa  empire  is  the  Turkish 
Jsnisaary  of  onr  times;  and  althongh  imder  a 
difibrent  form  of  government,  the  revolntions  in 
tLe  two  cities  are  essentially  the  same.    If  the 

Entieman  from  Boath  Oarolina  wonld  seek  for 
0  causes  of  a  dissolhtion  of  onr  Confederacy, 
be  need  not  travel  far :  tbey  are  at  hand ;  they 
are  within  those  walls;  tha  is  destined  to  be- 
come the  scene  of  riolenoe— the  theatre  of  all 
onr  revolntions.  When  .tliia  Eonse  beoomea 
eornipt,  onr  Union  is  dissolved — the  heart  most 
puiah,  ere  the  limbs  fkll  off. 

Thussdat,  JCaroh  9. 
AmMdmant  qf  the  Oi>itttitution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoDtnrm  the  Honae  agidn 
WMit  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state 
ffiF  the  Union,  on  the  resolntions  offered  bj  him 
tar  amending  the  oonatitntion. 

Mr.  Etkbitt  addressed  the  ocmimittee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Hr.  Ohuhhait:  I  rise  to  addreM  tlie  oom- 
mitlee,  in  a  state  of  indisposition  under  which  I 
onght,  in  pmdenoe,  to  be  at  home,  rather  than 
on  this  floor.  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolntions 
of  the  gentleman  from  Sontli  Oarolimi,  (Ur. 
lidDnmB.)  It  is,  with  me,  a  matter  of  serious 
qneetion,  whether  the  alterations  in  the  oon- 
atitntion, for  which  they  provide,  are  not,  in 
their  spirit  and  tendency,  nncoostitntional.  I 
am  not  aware  that  this  topio  has  been  discussed, 
or  that  the  limit,  to  which  the  power  of  amend- 
log  goes,  has  been  duly  settled  by  the  people 
of  America.  Meantime,  I  am  strongly  disposed 
to  think,  that  tJie  Parliamentary  license  of 
amendment,  by  which  we  make  what  changes 
wo  win,  in  propositionB  that  are  before  ns^as  no 
iqtplicatdon  to  the  Oomtitntitm  of  the  United 
fitates.  In  the  ordtnai?  busineat  of  I^idation, 
and  for  the  sake  of  facilitating  onr  prooeedlnga, 
it  Is  permitted,  under  the  name  of  amendment, 
totally  to  obange  the  natnre  of  a  proportion  ; 
to  convert  it  from  positive  to  n^fative,  and  the 
reverse;  and  this,  with  good  reason;  fbr,  the 
entire  proposition  and  the  whole  sabjeot  matter 
of  it,  being  within  the  control  of  the  Honse,  it 
b  a  mere  matter  of  convenience,  in  point  of  or- 
der, whether  we  change  one  propodtion  by  way 
of  amendment,  or  discard  it,  and  bring  in  an- 
other. Bat,  onr  relation  to  the  Oonstitotion  of 
the  United  fltates  Is  very  diffbieat :  and  no  saoh 
VouVlIL— 45 


latitude  of  amendment  can  be  indulged  with 
re^ot  to  that  instmmont. 

The  justice  of  this  distinotion  may,  I  think, 
he  Ulostrated  by  a  simple  soppoeition,  that  sbonld 
go  to  vary  the  relation  in  which  we  stand,  even 
to  ordinary  matters  of  I^istation,  In  some  Bep- 
resantatire  Qovemments,  that  of  France,  fbr 
instance,  all  bills  are  introduced  by  the  omoers 
of  the  Cfrown,  who  are  bound  by  their  duty  and 
oath  of  office  to  support  them,  if  required.  Bnp- 
poee  something  like  this  existed  in  our  Qovem- 
ment;  and  that  yon,  mr,  as  Ohairman  of  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Keaus,  were  under  an 
obligation  of  tlus  kin^  to  support  the  leading 
q^ropriation  bills  of  the  year.  Should  yon  e»- 
teem  it  to  be  oonristent  with  tliat  obligation,  to 
introdnoe,  under  the  name  of  amendment&  e»- 
eential  changes  in  the  providCKis  of  those  bdlst 
Would  not  such  a  step  on  your  part  be  a  direct 
breach  of  offlraal  confidence  I  Jlfow,  with  ro- 
gard  to  the  Oonatitntion  of  the  United  States, 
onr  whole  legislative  action  with  respect  to  it, 
whether  in  the  way  of  adminietAring,  interpret- 
ing, or  amending,  must  be  governed  by  the  ob> 
ligation  to  support  it  whi^  is  imperative  on 
every  dticen,  and  particularly  so  on  us.  It  is 
about  three  mimths  dnoe,  in  addition  to  the  ol>- 
Ugation  which  we  share  with  every  dticen  of 
the  oonntry,  we  were  MA  under  fbo  qiedfio  and 
solemn  obligation  of  an  oath,  to  ^port  the 
Otmslitntion  ttf  the  United  Statea.  Tlie  gentis- 
man  from  Soutb  Oarolina  oomes  into  the  House ; 
tells  Qsthi^  in  ila  most  important  funoticms,  the 
OoQstitDtion  of  the  United  States  has  wholly 
Ailed;  and  proposes  alterations  fn  it,  so  essen- 
titi,  BO  vitAL  as  will^  if  adopted,  fm  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  honorable  genUeman,;  give  pwpe* 
tnity  to  our  institutions ;  if  r^eoted,  leave  ua 
entosed,  within  fifty  years,  to  revolution  and 
mm.  I  ask,  sir,  whether  the  latitude  of  amend- 
ment  can  he  strained  so  far,  in  referenoe  to  a 
frame  of  Government,  which  is  of  the  natnre  of 
a  compact  between  the  parties,  and  whidi  we 
are  under  the  strongest  general  and  ^edfio 
obligations  to  defend)    I  think,  dr,  It  cannot. 

I  am  aware,  that  these  remarks  may  seem 
somewhat  paradoxical ;  and  that,  as  fkr  as  the^ 
claim  to  present  an  argument,  tlie  answer  is 
ready,  viz:  that  the  article  of  the  oonstitation, 
whidi  provides  for  its  own  amendment,  is  an 
integralpart  of  the  instrument;  that,  therefore^ 
the  obligation  to  support  it  and  adhere  to  it,  as 
a  compact,  is  modified  by  this  amending  power ; 
in  other  words,  that  we  do;  while  amendiu^, 
support  it.  We  do  while  amending  support  it 
and  adhere  to  it ;  bnt  the  distinotion  still  reonrs, 
that  to  amend  is  one  thing,  essentially  to  change 
another.  To  amend  b  to  make  duages  ocmslst- 
ent  with  the  leading  proviaicms  of  toe  noBitita- 
tion,  and  by  means  of  which  those  leading  pro- 
visions will  go  into  happier  operation.  Can  this 
he  the  same  thing  as  to  chaoge,  what  we  oalL 
while  we  propose  the  change,  thooe  essential 
providons  themselves  I 

Let  us  look  to  the  artide  of  the  oonatitntion, 
which  ascertains  the  right  and  power  of  amend- 
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am  wider  the  mort  fo- 
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ncttt.    The  fifth  aitiole  <tf  Uw  oMudtatioa  fbtM  dsModiipMiit    In  Om  meta  Udm,  I  in  tetbt 

tb«  mode  in  whioh  mMndmmlB  dttll  ba  mada^   fouwt  '     -     ■-    '    - 

with  tUs  prorin,  that,  befim  the  7«ar  1808,  DO 

amendnwiit  ih^  ba  made,  that  ihall  raaoh  the 

flnt  aod  fourth  olaosea  tX  tha  ninth  aeotion  of 

the  fint  artiole,  and  alao  that  no  Bute  ahaU, 

witboQt  ita  oonaent,  be  de{wiTad  of  ila  eqnal  aol^ 

fkaoe  in  the  Senate.    llMaearethe(»IjeqweM 

limltationB  of  the  amending  power.    How,  one 

of  two  propootitma  most  be  mainlined :  either 

Uiat  theea  two  m^nm  K»itt.HM»  ue  tha  «a^ 


UmitatiMia  of  the  smendisg  power,  or,  that  there 
is  a  prim  limitation  of  tne  anMmdlag  power, 
growing  oat  (rf  the  natare  <f  the  eonatitmaon  aa 
aoompaob  Unleaa  we  admit  tba latter i 
taon,  tlMre  la  nothing  to  prevent  a  oomf 
ot  two-tUtda  of  OongreM,  in  the  flnt ' 

and  thrw^qoarten  of  the  Statea  in  the    . 

bnn  de^Ting  tbe  reminder  of  the  Statea  of 
KDj  adTantaae  the;  poaasM  in  Ihoae  proririons 
tf  tba  oonMUotion,  which  goarantee  tbe  Fed- 
eral eqnalil^)',  whioh  waa  not  to  be  lonched 
witbont  nnauunotia  omaenL  Kaj,  rir,  withoat 
this  prior  limitaticm  of  the  amending  power, 
there  is  nothing  to  prevant  the  onl7  ezpreae 
BmitatiMi  whioh  now  onata  from  bdngitaelfre- 
moTed  hj  way  of  amntdment,  thna  kaving  tlte 
fifth  article  wlthont  eonditioiii.  lite  oeooaalty 
of  a^nitting  thia  priw  limitation  1*  peealiar^ 
^)paren  t,  in  the  «aae  of  all  proponed  alteralitHM, 
which  VMqvallf/  iSaot  the  Tariona  porU<ai8  o( 
tiieoooutrr. 

I  atn,  there&re,  atam^y  iiiolined  to  think, 
that  the  prinoiple  of  tittle  Imfdied  limitation  mnat 
alwarabeoonanlted;  that  thii  mnat  show  na  in 
each  eaae  bow  £w  our  sltentioDi  m^  so,  and 
that  it  doea  dictate  to  na  that  onr  amendmenla 
mnat  be  oonflned  to  thoae  ohangee  wUoh  are 
neoeaaary,  not  to  alter  the  eaeeotW  prorialona 
<rftheoiNiBtibitlon,bottooarr7tbein  Into  more 
peifeot  and  b^tpler  Ojpwation.  In  fiut,  I  can 
OonoMve  no  maxim  in  polidoa  nuve  dangerona  or 
mora  &lsa,  than  that  a  written  oompact  <tf  Got- 
emment  oan  beoonitroed  to  look  forward  kiits 
own  worthleaBDeeB ;  that  it  oan  be  snppoaed  to 
he  within  the  oompetenoe  of  a  body  of  political 
Amctionariea,  aaaembled  nnder  a  written  oou- 
stiCatioD,  to  t&ke  a  siogle  atni  on  the  asaamptioii 
that  tbe  oonstitntion,  whioh  is  their  life  aod 
■oal,  withoat  whioh  thej  have  no  political  ez- 
istenoe,  liM  failed  in  the  ezertuseof  ita  most  im- 
portant flmottons.  Tbe  pn^oaition  oairiea  po- 
lilioal  soioide  in  ita  veij  terms. 

It  in  tbe  ehan^ng  aspect  of  things,  the  time 
shall  ever  oome,  which  God  grant  mar  never  be^ 
when  the  parties  to  this  omnpaot  shsU  feel-^or 
it  will  be  a  thing  to  be  felt,  not  to  be  reaaoned 
npoQ — when  they  shall  fed  that  this  framework 
of  Government  has  wholly  failed  of  ■"■■■"■"g  its 
easeiffisl  objects,  it  will  be  for  the  nnbappv  gen- 
eration who  make  that  discovery,  stanoing  as 
they  will  do,  by  virtue  of  the  discovery,  m  a 
state  of  nature  toward  eaoh  other,  to  reorgsniae 
the  elements  of  the  political  body,  as  th^  may 
or  as  they  can ;  in  wliatever  way  they  do  it,  it 
will  not  he  that  of  constitational  amendment, 


,      .  have,  iMoid* 

in^,  DO  ri^t  even  to  eonodar  it,  which  ii  iQ 
we  oan  do  at  best— we  have  norl^  toprapoM 
it :  it  ia  not  within  oar  oompetenoa. 

Having  ez]weased  myaelf  thna  atnn^tntlds 
pdnt,  and  leea  atroDsty  I  eonld  not  have  ar 
preaeed  myael^  and  nave  d<ms  JaatiM  lo  ny 
ooDviolicms,  I  am  bonnd  to  aay,  that  if  that  HS 
any  in  this  Boose  of  Qm  olass  ol  pcditicdiia  ts 
whioh  tbe  honoraUa  mover  of  the  rtsolntica 
allnded,  those  who  feel  an  hsdisorimiiute  m- 
eranoa  fin-theperftetandhnpetfeBtftatomrf 
the  oonatitntion,  I  am  not  one.  In  sWtiag  vf 
&ee  against  all  alterationa  of  the  sMBtisl  pre- 
viaiona  (f  thia  frame  of  Ooveramsot,  I  am  ii  OS 
degree  Inflnenoed  by  a  belief  or  fealbg  thti,  ia 
theee  most  eieentUJ  provisioos,  it  ia  a  paiM 
system.  Far  otherwue:  pecfeotl  bow  en  it 
bet  WasitDot  a eomprmnise between psrtas 
equally  balaneedt  Waa  it  not  a  conq^Hiisi 
l>etween  partiea  on  th«  point  of  Inaskiiig  If  In 
oonvention,aud  gdng  homet  For,theK«nt 
whioh  the  genOemau  frtnn  Hew  Ymt  (Ir. 
Stobm)  tbo^t  waa  yet  to  be  dfaeloNd,  MB 
told,  near  fbr^  yean  ag^  by  Lather  HirtiB  tod 
Ooventor  Baikb^.  Yea,  air;  they  wm  oa 
tha  pcdm  <X  tveaking  np  tbe  ooaveutiaa,  «ba 
the  most  essential  featore  of  the  oDiutitatiii^ 
the  a^nstntent  of  the  Federal  sod  PopilK 
prindfues  in  fl>e  Ganaral  Govsnmwnt,  *••■*■ 
tied,  by  a  compromise  between  the  two  piilii% 
in  tUa  exoited  ainta.  Ooidd  we  ezpect,BBte 
thesedronmstuoes,  toflnditperlMt  Va,at, 
I  mj,  boldly— if  U  t«qnirea  traldMas  to  nM 
the  avowal— that  I  n(swi  it,  hi  thismott*- 
aential  featore)  an  impttftot  qntam  lA  Oorva- 
menk  I  am  wtonl^ed  that  the  f^  EWm 
ever,  for  a  moment,  liatoied  to  it;  (nr  o^ 
State  was  great  at  that  time;  it  isnowasiUi 
and  I  hope  thia  dionmatauoe  will  praosn  m 
the  credit  of  ainoeri^  in  these  senlimeutoj  ■>■* 
they  ever  agt^i  to  give  the  imall  SUM  a 
equality  of  power.  I  am  sore  they  would  wv* 
consent  to  it  again.  If  the  work  were  to  u 
done  to-morrow,  tbey  wonld  not  listen  to  till 
proportion  a  moment,  Andwhattbent  Onu 
that  the  ayatem  is  not  perfect,  ibaU  I  tU^ 
support  it  and  niMntain  it  t  Sir,  it  is  om  IU| 
to  bold  that  the  ouistitntion  is  perftcl,  n  pv 
fbot  aa  to  be  beyond  amendment-4  did  Dci  np- 
poae  that  anybody  held  thatiqaaion:  laow 
now  Boppoee  tibat  anybody  views  it  is  »" 
li^t,  not  even  the  gentleman  from  YJigfih 
(Mr.  Abohul)  who  regards  it  as  tbe  work  (it» 
spiratioD.  Even  he  is  to  favor  of  one  rf  tj* 
amendments,  and  aoquieacea  in  tha  othMi 
which,  nnlaee  he  snppooes  the  amendniMiti^ 
iwpired,  wonld  he  patching  np  inijaration  w» 
mere  mortal  wisdom— air,  it  U  one  thiag  » 
think  the  oonBtjtation  perfect,  and  anotfl*  " 
think  that,  whether  perfect  or  impeiftot,  it  > 
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m  Aompttot  vhioh  it  ia  our  dat; ,  luy,  which  it 
ia  onr  intereet,  to  sapport:  and  it  is  Btill  an- 
other thing  to  beli«Te,  that,  even  in  tho«a 
points  wliioh  are  taUj  and  clearlj  within  Qkt 
nMh  of  tJhe  amending  power,  properly  oon- 
Btrned,  and  fuiif  applied,  it  is  b«tt«r,  hi  better, 
to  bear  with  almtwt  aaj  politioal  evU,  than  to 
jlj  to  the  oonstitntion  with  amendments.  In 
taj  Jodgment,  the  very  worst  pcmible  remedy 
fbr  any  evil,  not  poeitiTely  fntoletable,  in  thii 
ooDott;,  ia  an  amendment  of  the  oonstitDtioiL 
It  ia  an  acknowledged  maxLin  of  political  pro- 
d«nce,  that  frequnt  ohanoee  of  the  lawa,  evtu 
in  metters  of  ordinary  kgidatioii,  are  pemidons. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  every  tonnd  stateeman.  that 
it  is  &r  better  to  bear  with  any  evil  that  u  Dot 
absolntely  intolerable,  tbau  to  render  the  ^reet 
intereeta  of  the  ooantry  ineBcnre,  by  indeoisive 
■od  flactnaciiig  legialatioa  But,  the  oonstitit- 
tion — the  ooostitation — the  only  thing  perma- 
nent which  we  Lave :  tlie  only  thing  wmob  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  taken  ont  td' 
tbegrac     •-'^'- >-"- --^ «-"    ■  ■  ■■  -     ■■ 


perpetni 
UtioaLa 


it  pwfeat ;  bnt  it  is  good  enongh  for  me.  I  have 
li'red  nnw  other  poliUoal  instdtalionB;  nearly 
a  third  of  my  life,  dnoe  I  oame  to  yeare  of  di»- 
oration,  has  been  passed  nnder  other  fonna  of 
Government ;  and  I  have  learned  enough  of  the 
atate  of  foreign  aodetiea,  and  eooogh  of  the  po- 
litical condition  of  the  great  m^ority  of  this  race 
of  man,  to  be  well  o<Mitented  with  what  Prov- 
ideooe  has  giveii  to  ns,  in  the  OonstitutioD  of 
the  United  States  I  am  contented  to  live  by 
it :  oouteoled,  when  I  die,  to  leave  my  children 
in  its  safeguard :  and  I  wonid  sooner  lay  down 
thia  right  Sand,  to  be  ont  of^  than  I  wonldhold 
it  Dp  to  vote  for  any  eaeential  change  in  this 
form  (tf  Qovemment, 

The  honorable  mover  of  tiiese  reaolntiona 
tells  ns,  that  he  was  induced  to  propose  them, 
because  he  r^&rda  the  Hnbjeot-motter  of  them 
aa  Qte  moat  important  function  of  this  Govem- 
ment  Highly  important,  nr,  it  oaqoestion- 
obly  la :  far  too  important,  in  my  view  of  (he 
sabjeot,  to  admit  a  change  in  tliia  part  of  the 
oompaot.  Sat  I  cannot  agree  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  in  thinkmg  it  the  most  im- 
portant fonctioo  of  the  Qovemmeut;  and,  if 
be  will  permit  me  the  refleotJon,  I  must  aay, 
that  we  do  lower  the  tone  of  oar  politics,  tliat 
we  lower  the  tone  of  our  l^islatiou,  liiat  we 
lower  the  tone  and  spirit  of  this  people,  by 
allowing  qneadona  of  this  kind  so  maoh  im- 
portoDoe.  I  am  free  to  confess,  sir,  that  I  re- 
gard very  many  fanations  of  the  Oovemment 
as  more  important  than  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent. The  constitation  of  this  House ;  of  the 
other  House;  of  the  Judiciary;  the  power  of 
Congress  over  questions  of  internal  unprove- 
ment ;  the  power  of  ac<)niring  and  Koveming 
territory,  withont  limitation,  beyond  toe  bounds 
of  the  United  States — these  ore  far  more  im- 
portant than  the  modification  of  the  election 


of  President.  And  if  I  believed  the  power  of 
amendment  was  unrestricted,  I  would  mwib 
sooner  diacnas,  tar  da;rs  and  weeks,  amend- 
meals  to  the  conatitniaon,  tiiat  should  toiudt 
some  of  theee  questions,  wherein  tlie  great  in- 
terests and  indnstrr  of  tne  ooontry  ore  wrapped 
up,  than  those  which  we  have  now  in  hmd. 
Sir,  I  take  the  error  to  be,  that  of  eonfonnding 
what  is  of  importance  to  the  individosl  citizen 
with  what  is  important  to  the  people  at  lai^e. 
To  the  individual  citizen,  to  the  few  prominent 
political  leaders,  whose  talents  and  servieea 
place  the  office  of  President  within  the  reach 
of  a  landable  and  well'regulated  ambition,  it  is, 
nnqoestionably,  a  snbject  of  the  greatest  im* 
portauoe.  To  them  it  is  a  qnestirai,  wheUier 
they  shall  attain  Hie  highest  honor,  which  this 
or  any  otlier  country,  iu  this  or  any  other  s^ 
ever  did  or  can  sftbrd.  Dut  is  this  the  light  in 
which  tlie  office  is  presented  to  the  m^orlty 
ot  the  people t  No:  the  constitution  of  th« 
United  States  has  given  no  powers  to  the  Pred- 
denl^  depending  on  the  modification  of  tha 
deotoral  oh<»oe,  by  which  he  can  be  made 
dangerous  to  the  pnrity  of  tbe  ooimtry.  Do 
not  mist^e  me,  mx:  I  do  not  aay,  beoanse  I 
do  not  tLlnk,  that  we  may  not  have  a  Presi- 
dent dangeroDB  to  the  libwtiea  of  the  peopl^- 
dangerotia  to  the  liberties  of  the  oonstituHon. 
Bnt  if  we  ever  have  anoh  a  President,  it  wilt 
be  under  oironnutsnces  not  oonnected  wiUi 
the  modification  of  the  existing  constitution, 
relative  to  the  electoral  ohoioe.  A  dangerons 
President,  depend  on  it,  will  be  chosen  by  aa 
overwhelming  m^ority.  I  thooght  tiiat  the 
honorable  mover  of  the  reHoIntions  waa  in  a 
great  mistake,  in  tliia  part  of  his  argomuit; 
where  he  m^t^ed  that,  in  proportion  aa  th» 
Preddent  was  deficient  in  popular  strength,  hia 
administration  would  be  ominons  to  the  welan 
itf  the  people.  Within  reaeooable  UmiUi  I 
hold  the  direct  contrary  to  be  true :  and  that 
the  event  the  most  ominous  to  thi>  oonstitn- 
tion, and  to  the  liberties  of  this  people,  would 
hp^tffter  a  contested  election,  the  triumph  of 
ilwell-organized,  embittered,  and  exasperated 
m^ority.  A  dangerous  President  wiU  be  a 
strong  President ;  and  a  strong  Prewdent,  to 
make  him  nnduly  so,  most  be  backed  by  a 
strong  miOoi^'r  ^  ^^  Honoe,  and  a  Btraag 
majonty  of  the  people. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  argued,  that  this  waa 
not  only  the  most  important  Amotion  in  the 
constitution,  bnt  that  it  was  a  function  in 
which  the  constitution  had  oompletoly  failed. 
This,  I  regarded,  not  only  as  on  erroneous  pro- 
position, but  as  wholly  at  variance  with  an- 
other proportion,  in  a  subaeqaent  port  of  the 
gentleman's  argument;  whicn  was,  if  I  did 
not  misunderstand  him,  that  all  the  PreNdenU 
whom  we  have  had,  with  one  eioepth>n,  were 
the  ablest  and  best  mra  which  the  ootintry 
siTorded,  and  were  really  the  oh<^ce  of  the 
peoi^e.  Now,  sir,  we  have  hod  ten  Preridm- 
tial  elections:  they  liave  resulted,  the  gentle- 
man soya,  with  one  exception,  in  the  eleotiMi 
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of  the  ablest  and  beat  men — each  of  vhom  waa 
the  choice  of  tim  people:  ud  that  exception, 
If  I  nndentood  hii  aUnrion,  waa  of  an  individ- 
ual, who,  be^nning  vith  Freaideot  Washing- 
ton, and  coming  down,  haa  racdved  the  high- 
ast  marka  of  oonfidenca,  and  hoa  been  placed 
in  the  most  reaponaible  atationa,  bj  all  thoaa 
ableat  and  best  men.  And  thia,  tike  genUemao 
eslla  a  oomtdete  fitHnre.  I  call  it  complete 
inooees.  I  beg  leave  to  tell  the  genUeman 
that,  if  he  eipeota,  hj  an  amendment  of  thie 
oonstitntion,  or  by  a  new  oonatitntion,  in  thia 
or  any  other  ooontr;,  to  the  end  of  time,  to 

St  a  Government  that  will  not  be  fonnd  to 
1,  at  leaat  onoe  in  ten  &awt,  in  ita  practical 
operation,  he  will  be  diBqip<^ted.  A  reenlt 
liko  this,  atretching  over  onr  whole  hiator;, 
and  giving  na  the  ablest  and  best  mea  of  the 
oonntrj,  in  snocesnon,  with  a  single  exception, 
and  that  exception  made  b;  a  political  op- 
ponent, which  (I  know  the  gentleman's  candor 
wiU  permit  me  to  add)  detracts  something  firom 
its  weight— each  a  reenlt,  I  aaj,  is  perfect  aiic- 
oeai,  nnezampled  BncceBSiglorionasacceea;  and 
I  would  not  alter  a  letter  in  the  oonstitntton, 
in  the  hope  of  obtuning  a  happier  operation. 

In  reepeot  to  the  controveray  which  forma  a 
leading  part  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  argn- 
ment,  the  alternative  of  the  General  Ticket  and 
District  sfstem,  I  have  not  mooh  to  aaj :  the 
rather,  aa  I  conceive  the  practioal  operation  of 
tiie  two  ajstems  to  come  nearly  lo  the  same  thing. 
I  aaj  thia,  on  gronnds  of  reasoning,  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  is  anj-  thing  in  eipcrienoe,  to 
bring  m  to  a  different  oondoaion.  The  two 
BfBtSmB,  in  the  long  rnn,  most  come  to  the 
game  thin^.  On  the  general  ticket  STstem, 
BDpposing  it  to  be  nniformly  adopted  throo^- 
ont  the  United  Statei,  the  nnrepresented 
minoritiea  wonid  be  balanoed  by  each  other ; 
or,  in  other  worda,  the  minorit;,  whose  voice 
is  not  heard  in  one  State,  on  one  aide  of  the 
qneetion,  wonld  be  balanced  by  the  mlnori^, 
whose  voice  la  not  beard,  in  another  State,  on 
another  side  of  the  qnestdon.  On  the  diatoitf 
BTstem,  the  same  result  would  take  place. 
Ae  minority  represented  in  the  Electoral  Col- 
leges, on  one  ude  of  the  question,  in  one  Btat& 
Vonld  be  balanced,  and  l>einK  balanoed,  would 
be  nentratiMd,  by  the  minority  represented  In 
another  State,  on  the  other  side  of  the  qnes- 
tios:  and  therefore,  in  their  practical  iq>era- 
tion,  there  wonld  be  very  little  to  (^ooae,  be- 
tween the  two  systems. 

I  grant  to  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina that  diverdty,  in  thia  respect  is  an  evil. 
It  ta  an  evil  that  one  State  ehonld  appoint  its 
electors  in  one  way,  and  another  State  in  an- 
other way.  I  admit  that  this  ia  an  evil,  for 
which  a  remedy  is  desirable ;  though  I  do  not 
know — if  no  other  remedy  conld  be  applied- 
whether  it  wonld  be  expedient  (if  it  were  coe 
petent  to  qb)  to  alter  the  coustitation  for  this 
purpose.  Bnt  the  genUeman  himself  tells  na 
there  ia  another  remedy.  He  aaya  that,  as 
the  Gonalitation  now  ia,  without  any  alteration, 


the  States  will  all  be  led  to  adopt  the  General 
Ticket  system.  If  the  States  will  aU  adopt  ths 
General  Ticket  system,  without  an  amendment 
to  the  oonatitntion,  then  the  only  evil  which  I 
admit  to  exist,  ia  remedied :  for  I  '"■'"tafn 
that  H  ia  no  evil  that  the  General  Ticket  sya- 
tem  dionld  prevail,  rather  than  the  Oistrict 
nstem;  beowise,  in  th^  practical  <^ratioii, 
they  mnat  ctxne  to  the  aame  reenlt.  In  the 
kw  (dMOTations,  tlierefore,  which  I  have  to 
make  on  ttiia  part  of  Ote  gentleman's  argnmcn^ 
I  desire  to  be  nndwstood  not  so  mnch  as  t>«ng 
opposed  to  the  District  system,  as  wishing  to 
show,  that  some  of  those  mconvenience^ 
which  he  traces  to  the  General  Ticket  syst^n, 
are  eqaally  incident  to  the  IMatriot  aystetn: 
and  uat  others  flow,  not  flrvm  this  or  that 
system,  but'  from  hnman  nature  ita^  and  an 
evila  inaeparable  horn  any  Und  of  choice^ 

The  first  argument  by  whidi  tbe  gentlenum 
snppnted  the  amendment,  which  goee  to  intro- 
dnoe  the  IMstrict  syst^iL  is,  that,  as  the  con- 
stitation  now  stand^  we  have  no  constitatjonal 
provision  at  alL  He  ev«i  s^  that,  cm  this 
tnbjeot,  we  have  no  oonatitnticai.  In  other 
worda,  beoaoae  the  oonstitiitio&  gives  to  tiia 
States  a  discretion  on  this  point,  and  beoanae 
the  States  have  exen^sed  this  discretion  differ- 
ently, in  different  States,  and  at  differoit 
times,  in  the  aame  State,  we  have,  therefore^ 
no  constitation.  Bat  this  is  ooDfonnding  eoa- 
stitational  providon  with  oonstitntional  restrio- 
tdos.  Thia  proposition  is  at  war  with  the  sob- 
BtantJal  printdplea  of  all  onr  inatitntions ;  with 
that  principle  which  Ues  at  the  bans  of  tlui 
entire  Bcpnblio — to  throw  back  on  the  States  ai 
much  of  the  detail  of  the  ^atem  as  is  ]Meabl& 
There  is  as  mnoh  constitution  hwe,  air,  as  ta 
the  other  most  important  functions  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. There  is  as  mnch  constitotional  [vo- 
visiMi  fbr  the  choice  of  electors  aa  for  the 
choice  of  the  members  of  this  Hoose.  I  have 
never  heard  It  suggested  there  was  no  con- 
stitutional provirion  to  fill  thesB  bencbeiL 
They  do  certainly  get  flUed  without  much 
difficulty ;  and  the  people  are  as  well  sati^led 
that  they  have  the  power  to  fill  them,  aa  th^ 
would  be  if  there  w^e  a  oonatitaticmal  pco- 
viaion  that  prucribed  the  mode.  We  have  the 
power  to  alter  the  lawa  paaeed  by  tbe  States, 
r^nlating  the  tame,  place,  and  tnaiuier,  ot 
choosing  representativea,  and  the  time  aoA 
manner  of  choodng  suuttors:  and  we  have 
never  ezerdsed  this  power.  Is  there,  there- 
fore, no  constitution  in  these  reqiecta!  Then 
is  another  constitutional  provirion,  that  goaraa- 
tees  to  each  State  a  BepnbUoan  Government 
What  is  a  Repnblican  Govemmeott  Of  bow 
many  branches  does  it  conmatf  How  to  be 
chosen?  Forhowlong)  What  are  the  checks 
of  these  branches  on  each  other  I  There  ia  not 
a  word  of  all  thia  in  the  OcHiBtitiition  ot  the 
United  Statee ;  and  yet  will  the  gmtlemao  say, 
that  the  whole  institution  of  Bepnblican  Gov- 
ernment is  of  iees  importance  than  the  partjcnlv 
modificatiou  of  the  electoral  enfflrage  fiw  I^«b- 
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lent ;  or  fh&t,  bdng  (u  it  sMnndlj  is)  infinite' 
J  more  important,  we  biTe  no  constitiitiODal 
>roTiaionfor  Itt 

I  repeat,  sir,  that  It  is  tbe  life  and  lonl  of 
hia  Goremment,  to  ezeoviae  no  more  power 
han  is  absolntely  neoeMarr,  and  to  leave  as 
nncb  as  ponible  to  tie  disoretioD  of  the  BtotetL 
!t  is  fi>r  wsnt  of  some  snch  a^nstment  as  this, 
}ut  all  t^e  OoTemments  that  have  erer  been 
istabli^ed  over  widely  extended  regions  have 
Ulen  to  pieces.  Sir,  I  am  willing  to  retract 
rhat  I  sidd.  I  am  read;  to  think  that,  in  this 
tepeet,  this  oonsUtntlon  It  perfect.  When 
:  consider  thia  partition  of  powers,  when  I 
lee  how  the  separate  States  are  relieved  from 
ill  the  perplexity  of  fbreign  relation^  and  how 
he  General  Goyemment  Is  relievea  fivm  aU 
h»  odiom  of  local  administrsljon,  I  am  ready 
a  prononnoe  It  in  ttds  part,  a  perfbot  Bjstam. 
[  apprehend  there  are  no  Hmita  to  the  poarible 
ntendon  of  this  Government  in  this  reqiecL 
[  believe  it  might  go  into  harmonious  crpera- 
ion,  from  Labrador  to^Di^  Horn,  as  easily  as 
1  does  from  Maine  to  Florida— I  mean  as  far 
ts  thia  part  of  the  system  is  oonoemed.  I 
liink  thJs  is  a  part  of  the  oonstitntion  which, 
it  sU  others,  ought  to  be  treated  sacredly. 

Bnt,  at  least,  the  gentleman  contends,  we 
iave  no  oonatit^tdonaf  nrovision  which  results 
n  nniformity.  Even  tnis,  as  I  have  already 
lad  the  honor  of  stating  to  the  committee,  is 
tt  war  with  his  admission,  that  the  oonstito- 
itm,  snch  as  It  i^  will  practicotly  resnlt  in 
mUbrmlty,  That  nniformity  is  not,  I  know, 
IA«  nniformity  which  the  gentleman  prefers; 
Imt  it  is  the  imifonnity  of  one  system,  If  not  of 
tnotber.  Bnt  I  will  wuve  this  point,  and 
iriQ  follow  the  gentleman  for  a  momentL  in 
the  ai^nment  on  this  snbject  of  onifonnity ; 
nd  1  most  ask  leave  to  say,  considering  that 


nore  of  that  sagacity,  in  wMoh  few  men  eqnsl 
torn,  in  analyzing  the  idea  of  nniformity. 

lliere  are  many  incidents  to  the  electoral 
choice.  In  some  of  these,  nnifbnnity  la  pro- 
dded for  by  the  oonttltntjon,  aa  we  have  it. 
bi  others,  where  it  does  not  exist,  the  gentle- 
man wishes  to  provide  for  it ;  while,  in  others, 
ind  in  those,  in  my  Jnd^menL  not  of  lees  im- 
MTtance,  he  leaves  It  still  wholly  miprovided 
for.  We  have  a  imiform  oonatitnlional  pro- 
ridon,  which  ascertains  the  power  that  ui^ 
mpoint  the  electors ;  the  iSKotw  shall  appoint 
lliem.  We  have  a  uniform  constltnainial 
providon  which  aaoertains  the  tribunal  that 
dull  dedde  how  this  appointing  powo-  ia  to 
Im  exerdaed ;  the  LegiualMret  of  Ae  Stata. 
Ve  have  a  tinitiHin  providon  tlut  ascwtalna 
the  munber  of  electors  to  which  each  State 
ihall  be  entitied.  Here  is  a  great  deal  irf  nni- 
formi^,  as  mnoh,  as  I  have  already  said,  aa 
nists  in  other  most  importsnt  part*  of  tikis 
QoTcmment.  Bnt  the  gentJemao  mainttina 
that  it  is  not  raioagh.  There  is  one  discretion- 
1 it  in  thia  iTitAiii,  and  tlie  States  have 


exercised  that  diaoretjon  by  no  fixed  role. 
This  most  be  remedied;  and  he  proposes,  as  a 
remedy,  to  prohibit  the  Ststes  from  exercising 
this  discretion,  and  to  1^  ont  the  United  States 
into  a  uniform  syatem  of  dstricts.  I  bc« 
that  the  order  of  the  wonia  may  be  marked 
a  uniform  system  of  Districts.  Sir,  that  ii 
one  thing ;  but  is  it  to  be  a  system  of  nnifinm 
districtsf  for  that  is  another  thing;  though 
the  vital  difference  between  them  haa  been 
overlooked  by  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Ooro- 
lina.  I  will  suppose  that  the  State  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  representative,  shall 
be  entitled,  aa  now,  to  fifteen  electors,  and  that 
it  shsll  be  required  to  be  laid  out  into  a  system 
of  districts,  and  that  tbe  districta  are  to  be 
uniform.  Suppose  this  operation  to  be  begun 
by  mnning  a  Une  through  the  Stat^  a  pardlel 
of  latitude  or  a  meridian,  and  dividing  it  into 
two  portions,  aa  neaiiy  equal  aa  may  be,  ao  that 
we  sWl  have  eight  electora  on  one  ride  of  the 
line,  and  seven  on  the  other.  Sum)oee  Out, 
on  one  ride  of  the  line,  those  qualisoations  of 


voters  shall  prevail  which  obtain  in  YirginiiL 

a  friend  from  that  State  (Mr.  Abdhkb) 
B  very  perfection  of  the  eleotoru 


ftanolilBe,  which  shut  ont  from  the  polls  more 
than  one-half  of  the  arms-bearing  and  tax-pay- 
ing ftee  dtizens,  while  on  the  otiier  side  of 
the  line,  universal  Boffmge  shall  prevaiL  Now, 
rir,  when  we  oome  to  divide  these  two  portiooa 
(J  the  State  into  ^stzicta,  thoo^  we  m^  call 
the  system  nnifhnn.  are  tike  disbicta  nnintrmt 
Does  each  of  tbe  districts  on  me  aide  reflect 
the  same  quantum  of  popular  voice  and  popular 
will,  as  on  the  other  sidet  No,  rir;  we  nave 
the  aord  nnlformi^,  and  it  is  the  only  thing 
we  have;  and  that  Is  in  the  wrong  plao& 
The  very  olject  at  which  the  gentleman  aims^ 
under  cover  of  this  word  wt^omUt^,  eludM 
his  grasp.  The  system  is  uniform  so  far  as  thi^ 
that  all  the  States  will  be  divided  into  districts ; 
bnt  the  districts  are  as  un-nnifbrm  as  possible. 
Is  this  doubted,  air  t  Look,  fbr  a  moment,  at 
the  quaUflealionB  of  voters  in  the  di&nnt 


hundred  and  twenty,  and  oompreheodukg  all 
<^  them  bnt  the  very  last:  and  I  tiiink  I  may 
say  that  I  have  not  found  two  States  in  the 
Union  where  the  qusliflcatiODs  for  voters  are 
pre<dBdy  the  samcL  It  seems  self  the  ingenui^ 
at  the  ffamera  of  them  had  been  taslced  to  find 
ont  some  qualifications  for  voters  in  each  Stat* 
thatahonU  differ  a  Uttle  at  least  fVom  tbe  qnali- 
fioations  in  evecy  other  State.  In  aome  of 
them  it  is  required  that  the  voter  should  be  a 
dtiiw  of  tbe  United  Statea;  in  others  itb  not 
Now,  fhnn  «te  I^«ridential  term  to  another, 
we  have  forty  thousand  emigranta  arriving  in 
this  coontiy.  Under  one  State  constitution 
thqr  may  be  voters  if  tb^  poasesa  the  other  re- 
qidritea;  and  under  other  oonsUtotdons  ther 
cannot  be.  This  is  of  great  importance:  for  ft 
might  put  it  in  the  power  of  an  irruption  cf 
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tbii  kind  from  tbcoad  to  ohuge  tlie  &t«  of  k 
ooatMted  cJmUoo.  Then,  ^MUt  frran  daverj, 
tiureiatbediMrimiiutioiiirfoi^or.  InmjrBtMtt, 
tb«t  foniu  so  diaqoalifioatiai;  in  most  oOmt 
Steles  it  doM.  Kot,  nt,  in  the  Stkte  of  New 
Totk,  there  is  a  free  oo](H«d  pcKndalioii  nesr 
half  as  large  ae  the  endre  popolatian  of  that 
State  (Delaware)  which  von  ao  worthily  repre' 
Moi  aol  whieb,  in  NewTork,  la  Dot  enttUed  to 
vote  except  onder  a  bordansome  qnalifioation  tf 
[Toper^,  and,  in  moat  Statee.  is  not  eatiHed  at 
bU.  Is  Dot  this  a  great  difiereooet  The  die- 
tlnotion  of  sex :  even  that  is  not  a  oonstant  dis- 
criminat>(u.  In  one  State  (New  Jeraej)  all  the 
inhabitants  possosring  fifi?  pounds  of  prodama- 
tloD  monv  ma;  vote;  ana,  in  ttmee  of  hl^ 
party  ezdtemeDt,  the  iobaUtaota  hare  all 
TotM,  male  and  fismale,  till  the  «tU  was  thonght 
•0  oonsideiable  that  an  honorabb  gentleman 
OTer  the  war,  (Ur.  Oohdiot^  fearing  the  poa- 
dUe  effect  «  this  new  grneoooraoy,  more  pra> 
dantlr  than  gallanUj  nndertook  to  aoplj  a 
remsdv ;  and  propoeed  a  law,  which  bxA  fh>m 
the  &irest  and  best  part  of  creation  that  infln- 
enoe  at  the  polls  wtiiob  we  are  all  williDg  to 
ooooede  to  them  eTerywhere  else.  Bntthiaex- 
olndoniscailyaDMCtercrflftw;  the  oooslitDticm 


teU  US  that  sex  will  not  ^^B  make  a  Tarietj  in 
flw  qnaliflcatiMu  of  Toters  in  the  diflmni 
Btatea  t  Again,  the  diTersitj  in  property,  as  a 
qnaliflcation  of  a  votar,  ia  so  great  that,  in  one 
Blatet  nuve  than  half  die  free  popnlation,  who 
p«  taxes  and  bear  arms,  are  eiolnded,  while 
other  Statea  admit  to  the  polls  the  poor  man 
who  has  nothing  bat  his  life  to  bind  him  to  the 
opinmnnity,  noudng  to  oontribnte  to  its  support 
trat  the  labor  he  bMtows  on  the  hi^wsy,  bnt 
whoae  life  and  liberlr  are  as  dear  to  him  aa  the 
broad  acreaof  hisriohMloW'dtiten  tothdrpos- 
aessor.  I^aUy,  there  is  the  great  distinotion 
between  freednn  and  alavery,  which  allows  the 
friend  who  site  at  my  ri^t  hand,  (Hr.  Haul* 
TOK,)  to  have  near  twice  as  mnbh  politioal 
power  as  is  ooneeded  to  m<^  being  a  tdUaen  of 
a  non-slATehidding  State.  Tat,  yon  tell  me, 
ii,  that  a  syatem,  which  takes  no  aooonnt  of 
this  diiorepanoy  In  the  qnaliflcatione  and  nnm- 
bws  of  those  who  compose  the  distriola,  is  nni- 
fbrm.    Certainly,  it  is  any  thing  but  uniform. 

Hie  answer  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  OaKdinatothiiAfflonltjr.Ia,  that,ifthis 
were  a  matter  of  ordinary  legisUtiim;  ifitwere 
a  matter  within  the  grasp  of  the  cbuigeM  dis- 
cretion of  a  State,  be  ehonld  think  it  was  an 
aril  that  called  fbr  a  remedy.  Hr,  if  it  were,  as 
he  repreeMits  the  matter,  a  eoutitDtional  fix- 
tore  in  the  States,  it  woold  only  ]XOTe  that  no 
Tonedy  ooold  be  had.  It  wonld  cmly  pro* e  that 
nniformit^  was  not  merely  diffioolc  to  be  had, 
bnt  posibTely  unattainable,  the  obstacles  to  it 
being  goaranteed  in  the  constitntions  of  the 
States.  Bnt  it  is  not  competent  for  the  consti- 
tnticng  of  the  Statea  to  make  any  limitatioiiB  on 
this  sntfject.     The  oonstitatioDs  of  the  States 


eamtot  fix  the  qnaBfioatioiii  fbr  Mm  b 
dectaraofPrerideBtandVIeaFrestdviL  TUi 
is  left  to  the  le^datores  of  tiie  Statae,  lad  k  M 
mnch  within  ruch  (tf  ammdment  (or  ilttti&o, 
as  I  should  rather  call  it)  of  the  aMUJtiitiai, 
as  any  thins  in  this  comnatJoD.  Ifthegntlt- 
man,  therefiires  wishes  to  hire  a  muftitm  b;*- 
tem,  he  mnab— there  is  do  avoiding  it— trisgii 
thepropoaalcf  an  amendnMnt,  which  wQlntt 
lay  offtbis  oonntry  into  distriets,  esdirfwl 


Any  thing  dkori  of  Uils,  may  bars  s  gnsttf  tt 
lesB  degree  of  merit;  bnt  it  will  &M  Ihtb  tl» 
merit  ^nnifonnity. 

Fnrther,  BT,  it  is  in  the  ngnlation  cf  the  fflil- 
ifioalJon  for  Toter&  that  the  most  RlelKafdl^ 
tacks  m^  be  made  on  the  pmity  of  tbo  d» 
toral  franchise.  WiU  gentl«Den  couddei  wbd 
is  now  pasting  befi»«  ns,  in  tbe  grest  Imgdia 


instmotiTe  to  the  Amerioan  statesman,  is  tbt 
erents  there  pMring;  (thonah  tb^  m^  btka 
astoDishiiut  uid  alwmlDg  uian  those  of  fonna 
poiods,)  than  it  baa  beeD  at  any  (ins  ^Uiii 
the  laat  fifty  years.  There  they  are  makiiigdit 
experiment  of  a  grand  eleetorsl  sjstHs.  Tbt 
vast  tcnitoiy  raf  the  Uagdom,  comprUnf 
thirty  millions  (rfinhaUtanta,  is  Itid  out  iilndt- 
partmenta  and  airondissementa,  thsy  bin  tb^ 
electoral  o(d)eges  of  arrratdisssmeat^indaMr 
electoral  cidlegM  of  departmoit,  and  tSloab  « 
fkir  and  q'stematlo  as  the  disgruna  is  T» 
General  Land  OSoe ;  and  what  it  the  rwtt  I 
It  is  so  oontrived,  by  regulating  the  oulia*- 
tiona  of  electors,  tiiat,  in  a  Ohamber  of  Depad^ 
consisting  of  four  or  five  hundred  nemben,  'B^ 
at  a  time  when  popular  oiHnioD  ws^  pd«W 
equally  divided  in  the  ^Dgdom,  IbuvT^ 
some  fifUten  or  twen^membenofthelmril 
party,  and  all  the  reet  were  on  the  rid*  <^<v 
i>own.  ThisiswhatanartiflcitlTegiilinxiM 
the  qnalifioation  of  voters  can  do,  tn  V^'f^ 
the  parity  of  the  electoral  Ihuichise.  I<» 
to  be  nnderstood,  rir,  as  speskingmAnmO 
nrindpleB ;  I  am  not  enre  that  a  reprarattiM 
like  onrs  would  be  safe  in  France. 

And  here,  sir,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  "W  » 
some  intimadoos  of  the  bonoraU*  nnlltiasii,  U 
make  a  single  remark,  showing  tte  ineMirtD- 
ience  of  treating  this  sutgaot,  not  as  s  coo'"'^ 
tloDBl  qoentioiL  resting  solely  on  the  temt  a 
the  oomract,  bnt  as  odc  of  abstract  popaw 
H^t  The  gentlwnan  spoke  of  the  ttmt 
emotacle  often  millions  of  freemen  mawmoj'* 
thepolls;  and  he  sllnded  to  the  late  tlKW 
as  ui  election  that  had  reeolled  in  the  ol"**/* 
a  candidate,  who  was  not  tbe  fiTorite  i»t» 
people.  Now,  su-,  if  I  enter  into  •  pw** 
compact,  by  which  I  agree  that  my  fiiewl  M" 
shall  have  two  vote^  while  I  shall  hate  bnt  m 
I  will  not  afterwards  mnrmur  at  the  ^^ 
that  compact  I  will  not  say  it  to  » •'f' ^^ 
■  especiallyif  rdonotthink»o,»8lM«* 
When  yon  oome  to  coast  IT"" 
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rMmlt  of  the  el«otloii,  I  will  not  refoM  to  admit 
tlia£  hU  oandidate  bta  twice  u  many  votM  aa 
ttine,  if  that  be  the  arithnietical  bsUnoe.  Bat 
«rh«ii  we  ODiD«  to  talk  of  popularity,  that  ia 
■Dotber  thing;  and  I  eannot  peimtt  it  to  be 
oaloolatedbj  the  ratio  of  the  three-fiftba.  And 
for  thia  reason  I  mnst  inrist  that  the  honorable 


yrbo  was  not  the  farorite  of  the  people ;  I  mean 
taking  the  in(^<»i^  of  the  votea  ai  the  gnide  to 
tJiAt  ooDoloaim. 

HftTing  tooobed  on  this  pdnt,  I  oo^t,  per- 
liapa,  to  add  that,  tf  there  are  enj  mwnbera  in 
this  HoDie  at  that  elan  of  poUtieUna  to  wheat 
Um  nntleman  from  North  Oarolhw  (Mr.  Badk- 
DKBMl  alfaided,  as  haTiog  the  dieporitlon,  tbongh 
not  the  power,  to  disturb  Uie  comproinise  con- 
tained in  the  oonstitotion  cm  this  point,  I  am 
not  of  the  nnmber.  Neither  am  I  one  of  thoae 
cdtizeD*  of  the  North,  to  whoa  another  honor- 
able member  lately  referred,  in  a  pnblioatjon  to 
which  bis  name  waa  Bnbsoribed,  who  wonld 
Uiink  it  immoral  and  irrellgioDa  to  Join  In  put- 
ting  down  a  serrile  inanirection  at  Ae  Sontb. 
I  UD  no  soldier,  sir :  mj  habits  and  ednoation 
are  Teij  onmilitary;  bat  then  Is  no  oanse  in 
wbioh  I  would  so(»ier  bneUe  a  kaqnaiA  to  my 
baok,  and  pnt  a  masket  <m  n^  aboolder,  than 
thaL  I  would  oede  the  whole  oontlneot  to  any 
ono  who  wonld  take  it— to  England,  to  France, 
to  Spain :  I  would  see  it  timk  in  tho  bottnn  of 
tlie  ocean,  b^ore  I  wonld  see  any  part  d  this 
lUr  America  oooTerted  Into  a  Oontinental 
Hayti,  by  that  awfol  prooea*  of  Uoodshed  and 
desolation,  by  which  alone  snoh  a  catastrophe 
oonld  be  bronght  on.  The  mat  rehUion  of  Mtv 
Tltnde,  in  some  fonn  or  other,  with  greater  w 
less  departures  ttom  Um  theordao  equally  ot 
man,  is  inseparable  from  onr  natore.  I  know 
of  no  way  by  which  the  form  of  this  sarritada 
ahall  be  fixed,  but  politioal  instiUiti<»i.  Do- 
mestie  sIsTery,  though  I  coofeas  not  tiiat  form 
of  servitude  which  seems  to  be  most  beneficial 
to  the  master— oertunly  not  that  which  is  most 
beneficial  to  the  serraot — is  not,  in  mr  Jndg- 
men^  to  be  set  down  as  an  immoral  ana  irreB* 
rlona  relation.  I  cannot  admit  that  religion  has 
iHit  ope  Toice  to  the  slave,  and  that  this  voice 
I^  "Rise  against  your  Master,"  No,  rir,  the 
New  Testament  saya,  "  81av«e  obey  yonr  Mas- 
ter;" and  though  I  know  fbll  well,  that,  in  the 
benigusnt  opention  of  Ohristiaaity,  which 
gathered  master  and  slave  aroand  the  same 
oommnnion-table,  this  nnfiHtanata  inatltntion 
disappeared  in  Enrope,  yet  I  cannot  admit,  that, 
while  it  subsists,  and  where  it  scbeista,  its  tlatlea 
■renot  pre-snppoeedand  sanctioned  by  religioo, 
I  eertamly  am  not  called  npon  to  meet  the 
oharges  brocght  agidnst  this  instJtnlioD,  yet 
tralh  obliges  ma  to  say  a  word  more  on  the 
■nltfect  f  know  the  condition  of  the  workii^ 
eUseee  in  other  ooontries;  I  am  intimately  so- 

S^ted  with  it  in  some  other  eonotriea,  and  I 
re  DO  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I  Iwlieve  the 
ibTCB  in  this  ooontry  are  better  clothed  and  fed, 


and  less  hardly  worked,  tlian  the  peaaanbr  at 
some  of  the  most  prcaperons  States  of  the  Oon< 
tinent  of  Europe.  Oonrider  the  checks  on  popu- 
lation. What  keeps  popnlation  down  T  Poverty, 
want,  starvation,  ^sewe,  and  aD  the  ills  of  life; 
it  is  these  that  check  population  all  over  the 
world.  Ho  wthe  slave  popolaUon  in  the  United 
States  Increases  fiwter  than  the  white,  masters 
indoded.  What  is  the  infwenoa  as  to  the 
^ydoal  condition  of  the  two  dasses  of  society  t 
These  are  opinions  I  haveloiw  entett^oed.  «o& 
long  iinoe  pnblicly  profteaed  <m  this  annee^ 
and  which  I  here  repeat  In  asswor  to  the  inti- 
mations to  which  I  have  slready  atlnded.  But, 
sir,  when  daverv  oomea  to  enter  into  the  oon- 
stltntitm  as  a  political  element,  when  it  oomee  to 
afibet  the  disiribntion  of  power  amongst  the 
States  <^thc  Union,  tfaat  is  a  matter  of  agre»- 
ment.  If  I  make  an  agreement  on  this  so^eo^ 
I  will  adhwe  to  it  like  a  man ;  but  I  will  pro- 
test against  any  inferences  being  made  fironi  it 
like  that  which  waa  made  by  the  honorable 
mover  of  these  resolutiouk  I  will  protest 
against  ptqmlarity,  as  well  as  votes,  being  in- 
erMsedbj  the  rodo  of  three-fifths  irflheslsves. 

I  shsU  proceed  now  to  offer  a  tew  cursory  re- 
moi^  on  the  merits  of  the  different  modes  of 
choosing  Eleotors,  as  discussed  by  the  honorable 
gmtleDMO. 

The  gentleman  passed  li^tly  over  the  ap- 
pcdntment  of  eleotors  by  the  State  L^islatores ; 
be  treated  it  as  a  manifest  ustirpation,  in  wMch 
he  had  the  concnrrenoe  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Yivk,  QiT.  Sroaas.)  I  did  intend  to  have 
said  somethmg  more  in  detail  on  the  aabjeot, 
hot  the  gentiemui  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Stkvkh- 
aoK)  has  BO  exhausted  it,  that  It  is  not  nedessatj 
for  me  to  go  into  that  argnment.  I  riiall  only 
remii^  the  oommittee,  in  addition  to  what  was 
st^ed  by  that  gentlenuii,  that,  in  the  first  ap- 
pointment <k  deotws,  in  1786,  before  the  con- 
stitDtioa  can  be  s^  to  have  gone  Into  com- 
plete operation ;  at  that  early  moment,  a  very 
considwaUe  [avportion,  all  the  States  but  three, 
did  apptrint  their  deotors  by  the  act  of  their 
Legislatures.  In  my  own  State  Ib^  w«re  ap- 
pointed by  the  eoncnnvnt  act  of  tbe  Legialstnre, 
and  Um  people— the  people  in  large  flistricta 
maUng  a  nomination  of  twice  as  many  persons 
as  the  State  was  entitled  to  arac^t,  ttom  which 
the  Lc^latnre  selected  the  eleoton.  We  hesr 
a  great  deal  aboot  contemporaneous  exposititm, 
and  we  have  the  FederaUrt  quoted,  and  Mr. 
Dickinson  qooted,  and  other  sonroes  la  ttie  same 
kind,  which  certainly  I  h<M  in  all  req>eoL  But 
I  do  think  the  solemn  acts  (rftbe  great  nn^orltT 
of  tbe  Legislatnres  (^  this  oonntry  am  as  good 
a  contemporaneons  exposition  as  the  qteonla- 
tlons  of  any  Individual  stittoman,  however  r^ 
Bpectable.  An  ^ipointntent  by  tbe  State  Legl^ 
latnree  is  not  a  mode  that  I  am  Mrtial  to— nor 
is  It  p<^Hdar  in  my  State ;  bnt  I  cannot  agraa 
with  the  gentl«nan  from  South  OaroUna,  and 
the  aendeman  from  New  York,  who  «piA»  first, 
on  ma  subject,  in  calling  it  a  nsarpaUon. 

Let  ns  pass  to  the  oonslderatlon  of  thaGso- 
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•nlllaketaritMD.  The  fint  ol^tioa  to  this 
qvton,  wtaitii  Uw  honoraUe  Mnllemaii  nrged, 
wu,  tlut  it  had  the  elfeat  ofonubiiig  the  mi- 
nori^;  and  be  draw  ft  dlatiDctioa  between  tlutt 
rabmiirioik  of  the  minoritr  to  the  nujori^, 
which  ia  neoevaij  in  all  GoTenunenta,  and  i 
total  aonihtlatkin  and  proatratioD  of  the  minoT- 
IQr.  I  most  Hj,  at,  with  great  deferenoe,  that 
ioia  aeemed  to  me  a  diitiuation  withont  a  dif- 
feienoe :  beoanse  the  ohoioe  ia  to  rendt  in  an  in- 
dividaat  Bapnow  the  Pretident  to  be  dween 
l;^  Diatriots— uwie  are  two  hundred  and  aixtr- 
tma  TOtea ;  He  m^  be  dioaen  hj  one  hnndred 
and  ttdr^-two.  What  will  beocnne  of  the  re- 
mailing  tme  hundred  and  tweotj-nine  ia  the 


tnintwityt  Are  thy  not  annihilated  I  Are  they 
not  vodtedt  are  thy  not  proattsted  t  Where 
an  they  repreaeatedt    where  is  tfaeir  voice  t 


)  knows  or  carta  what  they  think  t  The 
Pre^dent  Ib  ohoaea  bj  the  oonstitiitdonal  ma- 
Jority  of  Districta.  This  is  a  reanlt  from  which, 
on  we  ^indt^ea  of  the  honorable  gentleiiuui, 
Ton  cannot  eeoape.  The  aame  boma  in  our 
State  eleotkna— 4n  the  eleotioa  of  Governor, 
the  eleoti(Mi  wtdoh  oalla  oat,  and  that  for  very 
good  rer  "^  '  ■■■-■-■■ 
foflteS 
been  great  heat  ii 


Uieae  detAicms:  they  have 
"    '  '       '  ■  e  of 

fiil  candidate  tia*  aometiniee  be«i'  ^oeeu  by  a 
m^Mity  of  two  or  Qiree  hundred;  yet  I  bare 
never  heard  it  hlated  that,  even  in  that  ez- 
trewity,  the  minofilj  was  not  ftirly  and  fUly 
reN'oaeoted. 

Bat  the  view  of  this  antjeat  on  which  the 
gentleman  aewied  moet  to  my,  to  demonstrate 
the  nnfidr  operation  of  the  Qeneral  Ticket  ays- 
tern,  was  the  case  of  two  States,  one  of  whioh 
■bonld  be  onaninuKis  in  its  prefsrenoe  of  a  can- 
didate, end  the  other,  a  liUle  larger,  dionld  be 
almost  emaUy  divided.  By  the  operation  of  the 
General  TickM  sTitem,  it  might  happen,  tliat 
the  bvorito  of  the  m^trity  in  the  la>ge  State, 
tbon^  the  ohoioe  of  but  aboot  a  qnarto-  part 
of  the  aggrcffate  popolatioD  of  the  two  States, 
wonld  still  be  chosen.  Why  sir,  tiiat  la  one 
pocBible  result  (rf  the  General  Tioket  system,  u 
eonudered  between  two  Btstea.  Bat  I  will 
show  yoQ  another  result,  not  mily  eqoally  pos- 
sible, bot  &r  more  probable.  Take  the  ease  of 
Feno^lvaoia  and  iTew  York:  FMrnsylTania, 
b«ng  noanimons,  and  ^ving  twenty-^ht  votes 
to  her  candidate ;  New  Tork,  not  b^ig  quite 
nnaninxnu,  bnt  giving  thirty-one  votee  to  her 
favorite  candidUe.  Then  is  a  great  oontest 
between  tlxee  rival  States,  thrir  oandidid«e  are 
each  aiming  and  tfaeir  States  fbr  them,  at  the 
brigbteatjthe  most  gtorions  prize  in  the  world; 
and  yon  oall  in  the  small,  disoontented,  factions 
minority  of  New  Tork,  five  votes  only  ont  of 
tbirty-eix,  and  s^  to  this  minority,  yon  shall  be 
the  am[Hresin  this  great  question;  we  will  leave 
it  to  yoo,  impartial  nnpradjndioed  men  I  lo  as- 
dgn  this  most  predoua  pnze.  St,  to  whom 
will  they  aeeign  it,  nnder  the  iuflnenoe  of  those 


[Huca,iaN. 

ftinlingi^  whkh  cannot  but  actnate  ao  ■Bill  a 
minority  in  ao  great  a  strog^et  UnqDMiM- 
ably  to  the  Penn^lvania  candidate ;  naqsN- 
tianably  agsJnst  the  m^ority  of  their  own  SWi. 
Is  tills  a  result  which  wonld  tend  to  hsnuoain 
our  Bepnblic  t  No,  sir,  it  would  tend  U>  ciril 
war,  M  mndi  as  any  grooud  of  oonleDtJon  be- 
tween two  powerfiif  and  nw^boriag  SUM  in 
the  TTnion,  on  the  sal^eot  of  Uiis  elecli:m. 

But,  I  have  a  better  answer  to  the  cih  of 
the  honorable  gentleman.  It  is  a  case,  nbid, 
on  hi*  prindples,  cannot  happen.  The  runedj 
he  providee,  snppoeea  the  noD-eiistence  of  tli* 
disease.  If  his  premises  are  true — I  will  not 
say  his  eondouoni  dp  not  follow — I  s^  they 
cannot  fbllow.  What  ia  his  general  sappoB- 
tion!  That  Stales  are  not  onaiiimons-thit 
States  have  minorities ;  and  the  evil  ii,  tbt 
those  minoritieaBhonld  be  nnrepreeented.  VU 
is  the  gentleman's  particDlarcsaet  Why,  tint 
out  of  two  Statee,  one  is  nnaniraons,  and  om 
is  not ;  whereas,  the  first  sappogition  a,  tint 
the  Btatea  are  not  unanimous.  Now,  i^ostaf 
two  States,  one  is  nnanimoua,  out  of  tweUj- 
four  States,  twelve  will  be  unamauMu.  B* 
probability  is,  that  States  will  not  be  luitiii- 
moos ;  the  probability  is,  that  the  mmoiitj  in 
one  State  will  be  balanced  Dy  the  mbori^  in 
another ;  the  further  probability  is,  if  there  be 
a  nnanimooB  State  In  one  part  of  the  Uuki^ 
on  one  aide  of  the  question,  there  will  be  i 
unanimous  State  in  another  put  of  the  Vmoa, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  qneetion.  In  cootn- 
diction  to  these  premises,  the  gentlemai  poti  > 
case,  amonntdng  to  this,  that  ont  of  sd j  ivo 
Stateb,  one  will  he  unanimous,  and  thst  ona 
will  be  nearly  equally  divided.  Tbo  np- 
position,  therefore,  la  ctmtrary  to  lui  own 
premises. 

This  leads  me  to  remark,  that  the  fur  pro- 
teoUoD  of  the  minority  is  in  the  mqoritj  of 
the  other  States,  and  it  is  not  DectesvyU) 
make  any  farther  coQstitutioDal  provia<Hi  for 
it.  The  geotleman  from  Soatb  Candina  •»" 
lo  be,  BB  was  very  forcibly  shown  by  tie  pa- 
tleman  from  YirKinia,  (Ur.  Akohkb,)  in  tbt 
error  of  oonfouuding  the  choice  of  m  I!»fl^ 
tive  ofSoer — who  is  not  a  BepreMgatalw  csuj 
part  of  the  people,  not  even  of  thoM  who 
ohooee  him— with  the  constitution  of  s  tt^n- 
sentative  body  like  this,  for  which  it  is  oeceist- 
ry  that  the  country  should  be  divided  into  the 
ffioalleet  practicable  sections,  and  that  each  Mo- 
tion should  have  its  representative,  in  otaa 
that  ita  local  peculiarities  and  interests  siooW 
be  attended  to.  But  far  different  is  the  ca»« 
the  President;  he  ia  an  Eieontive  officer jb* 
must  carry  the  laws  Into  execution  eoiallj  «" 
all— Tros  Butulosvo— he  Is  not  the  Preadent 
of  this  or  that  party.  He  cannot  siy,  if  M 
would,  this  Uw,  which  bears  hard  on  iny 
frieuda,  shsll  not  go  into  execution  sgiinn 
them ;  but  for  those  others,  my  opponents^ 
will  grind  thvB  to  powder  with  it,    Ift» 

iresentative  of  any,  he  is  a  representatiw  a 
and  this  by  the  neoesmtyttf  nit  office;  ttii 
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not  •  —  ***—  of  ehoioe  witb  him.  Sow,  in 
crqitiiig  thia  Prorident  the  ooiutitatioii  pro- 
TidM  two  hmtdred  And  lix^-oiie  momenta  of 
power.  To  Hew  York  it  ei<res  Uurt7-eix  of 
than ;  and  how  dudl  New  Twk  exw^M  this 
ber  share  of  that  powert  la  aaah  a  v^,  eer- 
tainl;,  u  to  gnti^  the  gmtest  portion  <a  hor 
cdtiiuis ;  and  to  obtain  that  result,  the  ques- 
tion muot  be  pnt  to  a  toIa  of  the  people,  w  the 
people  of  New  York.  No,  urs  the  xentle- 
inan,  if  New  York  hwpeos  to  be  dlTioed,  as 
nineteen  to  seTeoteen,  I  will  take  aw&j  thirtj- 
fcmr  thirtf-Biztha  <^  her  power.  Jnst  in  pro- 
pwtioQ  H  her  citizens  deviate  from  nnanimitj, 
I  will  mnlct  them  in  a  thirtj^-dxth  of  their 
Toioe  in  the  eleolion  of  the  Prendent,  .and 
when  they  are  equally  dirided,  th^  ohaU  Have 
no  power  at  aU.  The  gentlemaa  will  contend 
that  this  evil  will  find  a  remedj  in  other  Btotes, 
where  a  omilar  reaolt  will  be  prodooed ;  and 
what  New  York  lotea  in  one  w»,  she  will  gun 
In  another.  That,  dr,  I  Erant,  u  the  praotioal 
operation ;  I  have  allowed,  I  have  orged  that, 
on  this  very  principle  of  compensation,  there 
ia  between  the  General  Ticket  and  the  Diatrict 
natem  very  little  practical  differenoe.  Bat,  in 
ue  one  sTstem,  it  is  a  stlpnlated  provision ;  in 
the  other,  it  is  a  praotioal  effeet — the  m^or- 
i^,  not  the  minority,  are  entitled  to  the  stipn- 
l^«d  provision,  that  their  will  shall  prevul; 
and  it  ii  enough,  to  consde  the  miuoritjr,  that, 
in  the  prootlcal  m»eration,  what  they  loee  at 
himie,  taey  gun  abrooid. 

I  think  the  gentleman's  next  oljeotion  to  the 
General  Tieket  system  woo,  that  it  tended  to 
form  and  ke^  i^  Keograplucal  parties.  This 
woold  have  been  plansibfy  and  evea  foroibly 
■toted,  if  it  had  been  tnie  that  the  States  ore 
geogrq>hioally  peonliar,  or  that  those  sections 
of  ooontry  which  are  geographioaUj  peonliar, 
are  so  many  Statee.  Bnt  Uiis  is  not  the  case. 
'We  have  in  this  oonntr;^  and  I  am  not  sorry  to 
aee  it,  beoanse  I  believe  it  is  one  spring  of 
onr  prosperity,  the  matwials,  perh^ts,  fbr  five 
IX-  six  geographioal  parties  or  geographloat  in- 
terests, rthbk  we  may  carve  ont  of  Uie  mqi 
an  Eastern,  a  Central,  a  Bonthero,  a  Sonth- 
western,  and  Northweetem  seotion.  I  do  not 
think  at  present,  yon  can  get  more.  Now 
these  sections  are  not  States,  to  be  bound  to- 
gether by  the  General  Iloket  system,  so  that 
they  will,  in  vlrtne  of  that  system  vote  nnani- 
monsly  in  any  given  case.  I  think  they  never 
will  do  iL  Even  in  New  England — which  the 
gontieman  from  Yir^^inia  (Mr.  Abohxb)  named 
tt)  the  part  of  the  Union  most  likely  to  march  in 
phalanx — even  tn  New  England,  a  nnanimona 
vote  will  rarely,  if  ever,  be  given.  Geograph- 
ical parties  most  rest  on  get^raphical  bases. 
Ton  might  a»  well  talk  of  the  sonnd  of  a  color, 
ts  of  a  ge<^raphioal  party,  that  rests  upon  any 
thing  bnt  a  geographioal  basis^  and  when  yon 
mt  a  aeogr^thica]  basis,  when  yon  get  any 
thing  that  interests  New  York  as  New  York, 
or  SoDth  Carolina  as  Sonth  Carolina,  do  not 
yon  think,  sir,  fbey  will  go  In  ft  phaliux, 


whether  yon  have  the  Distriot  or  the  General 
Ticket  system  t  Believe  me,  they  will.  Geo- 
graphical parties  are  not  to  be  divided  by  those 
imaginary  lines  which  yon  are  going  to  rim 
between  yoor  electoral  distriote.  The  All^a- 
nie^  the  IQssissippi,  the  Potomac,  the  Hn£oa. 
the  ^reat  Lakes— these  will  make  geognqihical 
parties,  if  any  thing  ia  to  make  them. 

Bat,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
geographioal  parties  are  the  greatest  evils  this 
oonntry  has  to  fear.  Party  of  ail  kinds,  in  its 
excess,  is  certunly  the  bane  of  our  institutiona; 
and  I  will  not  take  np  the  time  of  this  com- 
mittee  by  disputing,  whioh  is  most  deleteriona, 
arsenic  or  landanum.  It  ia  enoogh  that  tfaej 
are  both  &taL  The  evil  of  geographical  par- 
Idea  ia,  tiiat  they  tend  to  sever  the  Union.  The 
evil  of  doineatio  parties  is,  tliat  they  render  the 
Union  not  worui  having.  I  remember  thft 
time,  dr,  though  I  was  bnt  a  boy,  when,  under 
the  infinence  of  domeatio  partiea,  near  neigh- 
bors did  not  speak ;  when  old  aoqnuntanoes 
glared  at  each  other,  as  they  paased  in  die 
streets ;  when  yon  might  wreak  on  a  man  all 
the  bitterness  of  yooi  personal  and  [>rivata 
enmity,  and  grind  him  into  the  dnst,  if  yon 
had  tjie  power,  and  say,  he  is  a  democrat,  be  is 
a  federaliBt;  he  deserves  it  Yea,  sir,  when 
party  spirit  pursued  its  victim  from  the  hslla  of 
legislation,  irom  the  fomm,  from  the  market 
place,  to  what  should  be  the  sanctuary  of  the 
firaside,  and  filled  hearts  that  woold  have  bled 
to  spare  each  other  a  pang,  with  coldness  and 
estrangement  Talk  not  to  me  of  yonr  geo- 
graphical parties.  There  doea  not  live  the 
man,  I  thank  God,  on  earth,  towards  whom  I 
have  an  unkind  emotion — one  whose  ri^ts  I 
wonld  invade,  whose  feelings  1  would  wonnd, 
Bnt  if  there  ever  should  be  a  man  to  whom  I 
shonld  stand  in  that  miserable  relation,  I  pr» 
tiiat  mountains  may  rise,  that  rivera  may  roU 
between  us — that  he  may  never  cross  my  path, 
nor  I  his,  to  tnm  the  sweetness  of  homan 
nature  into  bitterness  and  gall  in  both  our 
bosoms. 

I  believe  the  gentleman's  next  otjeotion  to 
the  General  Ticket  system,  was,  that  it  tended 
to  throw  tbe  power  of  the  State  into  the  hands 
of  political  intriguers,  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  that  mnch-famed  ^litioal  inatitntion 
— the  caucus.  On  this  subjeot  I  cannot  speak 
with  mnch  confidence.  I  never  attended  k 
oancuB  in  my  life,  except  as  an  edified  speotft- 
tor — one  among  four  or  five  tbonsands,  assem- 
bled in  Fanenil  Hall,  to  do  what  we  are  now 
doing — consider  the  state  of  the  Union.  Far- 
ther than  this,  I  know  nothing  from  experience 
on  this  subject.  The  gentieman  tella  us  lliat  it 
is  of  tiie  nature  of  the  caucus,  that  by  the  ud 
of  that  political  organixation,  it  is  in  the  power 
of  five  or  six  leaders,  in  the  command  of  four 
or  five  thoosand  well-drilled  veteran  troo^  to 
pat  to  ^ght  twenty  thousand  of  the  ordinary 
voting  militia.  But  I  sQspect  tbe  gentlemaa 
overrates,  or  he  mistakes  in  his  hsste,  the 
power  of  the  cancna,    I  believe  it  maj  reooo- 
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eile,  cm  one  great  point,  a  preTionslj  nsoer- 
tiiiMd  n^joritj,  of  whioh  tbe  mMnbara  h«d 
been  sepanted  onl7  hj  Bnbor^noM  diviBioiu — 
I  bdiere  H  mtj  enable  a  previooalr  woer- 
Wned  mqjorit;  to  act  in  concert  u>d  nnison 
wiUi  each  other — I  believe  it  may  aerre  to  le- 
dnee  a  qneoUon  to  an  inne  b«tween  a  nu^oritj' 
and  the  minoritj.  Farther  than  thia,  I  cannot 
believe  that  cancuaing  can  go.  It  is  a  game 
at  which  more  titan  one  aide  can  plB7 ;  and  I 
do  not  t>elieve  we  are  ao  wanting  in  "  political 
magicians,"  or  whatever  jon  cbooee  to  oaD 
them,  that  foar  or  five  are  sU  that  this  oonn- 
tiy,  or  aaj  8tat«  in  it,  at  one  time,  can  pio- 
dnoe ;  and  that  they  will  all  be  on  one  nde.  I 
believe,  that,  taking  thinge  as  they  are,  die 
only  way  yon  can  pnt  twenty  tJionaand  voters 
to  flight,  is  by  marching  tip  to  the  pdla  with 
twenty  tbonaand  and  one— 4hat  will  do  it,  and 
nothing  else  wilL 
Bnt,  how  does  the  geDtleman'a  ayvtmn  affi>rd 

3'  remedy  to  the  evil  of  oanondnct  The 
J  effect  of  the  District  aystem  will  be,  that 
we  shall  have  two  hnndred  and  dxty-one  oan- 
eoaes,  instead  ot  the  twenty-fonr  already  pro- 
vided for ;  or,  (if  yon  donble  the  nnmber,  that 
each  side  may  have  its  oaocQ^)  five  hundred 
and  twenty-two  initead  of  the  forty-eu^t  now 
likely  to  exist.  This  woold  most  probably  be 
the  effect  of  iotrodndog  a  nniforro  District 

rem.  Another  thing :  what  is  to  beoome  of 
minorities  on  the  District  HVBtem  t  I  could 
here  teU  tlie  gentleman  aomething  abont  that 
arrangement  m  roy  own  State,  to  whioh  he 
alluded  by  a  name — which,  ont  of  remeot  to  a 
venerable  patriot  and  statennan  of  the  Revo- 
lution, now  no  more,  and  who  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  transaotjon,  I  shall  not  repeaL 
At  a  time,  when  the  partiee  in  the  State  ware 
nearly  balanced,  there  was  a  small  mi^ritf  tm 
the  Federal  side;  fifty-one  thonsand,  perfawa, 
on  the  one  side,  and  forty-nine  thocaand  oa  uie 
other.  Id  that  state  of  public  feeling,  by  vir- 
tue of  a  system  of  diatriots,  oonsutlng  of  adja- 
cent territory,  and  the  same  amount  ot  popu- 
lation, (tor  in  all  these  details,  I  believe  Hit 
dividon  was  perfectly  &ir,)  it  was  so  contrived 
Uiat  the  minority  chose  twenty-nine  State  Sen- 
ators, and  the  majority  chose  eleven  ;  and 
more  votes  were  given  fbr  these  eleven,  than 
were  given  for  the  twenty-nine.  This  is, 
Indeed,  an  effectual  prot«ction  afforded  by 
the  District  mtem  to  the  minority  1  The  gen- 
tieman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Stbvensor)  pointed 
out  to  yon,  in  the  State  of  Karylend,  at  the 
last  election,  a  rimilar  reanlt;  affording  an 
tllnstration  equally  strong  of  the  benign  effects 
bS  the  District  syst«m. 

In  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  gentleman 
made  a  pathetic  appeal  to  the  political  leaders 
^  New  York.  Me  told  them  they  most  have 
felt,  in  the  flnotnatlon  of  their  pariiea,  that  it 
waa  really  better  for  themBelvea,  that  they 
should  not  possess  the  power  of  altemately 
wielding  against  each  other  the  whole  strenglii 
and  pstronage  of  that  vast  State,    Sir,  I  caro 


not  bow  often  the  parties  of  New  York  bn 
been  up  and  down.  What  are  tbtee  fliotn- 
tione  of  par^  ht  New  York  to  m,  to  tbsm,t() 
anybody  t  When  I  look  at  New  Yotk,  *M 
I  always  take  a  pleosve  in  doing,  1  en  m 
nothing  bnt  her  magnifleenl  metrniollsi  to 
ever-multiplying  infltitntiMis  fbr  <£iri^,  fir 
science,  for  the  arta,  fiir  aodal  inqtccnoMU; 
her  Western  paradiae  <rf  abnndanee  md  prgs- 
perity ;  and  the  ^orj  (tf  the  age,  to  pMl 
canaL  Theae  have  gone  on,  ars  going  on,  nd 
I  trust  will  go  m,  ni>der  (11  the  fttctutJcaaot 
herpartiea;  whOstl  oouldnametOToa€ttt(i, 
whidt  have  always  marched  to  the  foBi  a  i 
Uaoedonioo  phalanx,  that  have  Mw  ft  te- 
hind  New  fork  in  them  great  ol^  of  lodil 
organization.  As  to  the  parlies  in  Ner  T<rt, 
I  have  read  their  papers  mme  or  1ms  for  fltten 
years,  and  I  do  not  now  knowtieiMSBiifrf 
th^  litUe  local  appellBttons,  n<v  am  I  gMDj  to 
lay  my  hand  cm  the  oonstitntitHi,  and  attv  i^ 
hi  order  that  the  fiMtbna  in  New  YoA 
« itay  faU  with  (Ugnlty,  with  temper  riw.' 

No,  ^,  tUa  oonriderstioo  wiB,  I  tnA,  ta 
mature  reiSeetion,  hav«  nown^t  evmailte 
mind  (rf  the  honorable  gentleman  who  ">C9^ 
ed  it,  as  an  (NViMMnAMM  <»I  Aowmn,  sddttMd 
to  the  politieians  of  that  State. 

TTie  last  chief  argmneat  of  the  gantifflMiiia 
this  snbJeot  was,  (for  I  must  paM  over  Mim 
topica  in  this  diacnadon,)  that  the  sdmiaina 
the  Diatriot  aystem  was  the  cnly  CMiipenntioB 
which  the  lai^  States  eonld  offiir  to  the  sn^ 


House.  Why  should  they  give  it  opt  Us 
gentleman  says  the^  ahonld  give  it  up,  bacso^ 
m  the  first  place,  it  is  ui  illosory  psvw-i 
power  not  possessed  1^  a  smsU  Stat*,  brtp* 
sessed  by  Ute  dnde  fai£vidnal  of  Uist  M 
called  to  ezerdse  it  diL  tUs  floor.  Bat  tbm 
are  States  which  have  more  than  «>«,"l* 
sentalive,  and  which  are  yet  to  be  oaM  MMUj 

and  I  think,  on  his  own  prindplea,  I*™ 
prove  to  the  honorfthle  gentleman,  tl>'^V 
real  substantive  poirar  ponessed  by  tran 
smaUer  States,  that,  as  such,  tbey  stand  «■ 
equality  with  the  large  States  when  the  «»► 
tion  comes  to  this  Honse.    At  any  r»»'£j" 

Ctleman  oUects  to  the  exerrise  of  the  P«° 
B,  he  most  ouuent  to  adopt  the  ano^ 
proposed  ^  the  gentleman  from  FeniiQn»^ 
(Mr.  BwjH*aiA»,)  which,  ftough  it  tab"  « 
eventual  ohtdoe  trom  this  House,  ■M>iR*»*r 
State  its  eqnal  vote.  No,  says  the  gMW*" 
from  South  Oardlns,  them^tyoftbspij* 
will  not  consent  to  be  governed  by  a  mmoiw 
I  entert^  a  high  reapeot^-the  g^tw^^ 
am  eure,  believes  that  I  do,  an  i>w™*rr 
spect— for  his  talents  and  poliUcal  b«»^ 
bnt  when  I  heird  thfa  proposition  WJW" 
him,  I  was  at  a  loss  in  what  light  to  reg««  = 
-Prions  I  could  hardly  oonrifer  it ;  !««<» 
serious,  of  course,  the  occasion  did  not  urn- 
I     The  m^rilT  not  antaatt  to  be  got«m««  "' 
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tbs  mlnori^  I  Look  at  tho  other  end  (^  this 
bnilding,  di^ook  at  the  Benate— of  which  U 
was  so  justlf  said  by  that  diBtingaiahed  states* 
man,  who,  to  hia  oonatdtati<»)al  oapad^,  rite  in 
the  ehuT  d  that  House — when  hie  aooeded  to 
that  obair,  bjr  thv  almost  nuudntona  Toic«  of 
the  oation,  whUo  &a  other  branohes  of  this 
Oovemment  are  confined,  with  few  ezo^iona, 
to  what  maT  be  oonridared  thmr  q>propriate 
IMnrers;  to  the  Senate  alone  la  greatod  a  par- 
tidpation  in  all  the  difiiareat  powers  of  tho 
Oovamment,  Leg^ilativa,  ExecntiTe,  and  Jodi- 
oiuy.  Teg,  sir,  wid  what  is  the  oonatitation  of 
that  Senate  t  what  is  the  power  of  the  ma- 
joritf  of  the  people  there  t  Pass  what  bill 
yaa  please  in  this  Honse,  \rj  a  m^oritj  of  fonr 
to  one,  and  eend  It  to  tiist  Honse,  and  it  vaj 
be  r^eeted  by  the  Senators  fWtm  those  States 
wboae  representation  on  this  floor  is  ftirty-fiTo 
oat  of  jonr  two  hundred  and  ten.  Do  fon 
impeach  a  fnnotionarj  of  this  Oorenunent,  and 
demand  jostaoe  on  bun,  by  a  vote  of  one  hnn- 
dred  and  ninety  to  twenty  f  When  jou  cany 
the  iinpeaohinent  up  to  that  Hoose,  the  Sena- 
tors of  the  States  represented  on  this  floor  by 
twenty  membera,  oftii  deny  yon  the  justice 
vhioh  ^on,  and  the  people,  throogh  yon,  da- 
nund,  in  a  proportion  of  nine  to  one.  fall 
into  a  state  ca  war ;  let  the  conntry  be  rednoed 
to  the  last  point  of  eihanstion ;  let  a  treaty  at 
length  ^>peaT,  with  the  olive  branch  of  peaoe ; 
let  there  be  a  faction  in  the  8enat«,  fK>in  States 
vhich  stand  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  ten  in 
this  Honse,  and  they  may  reJeiA  that  toeatv. 
In  the  very  last  convention  whioh  that  \>Qij 
did  reject — the  ccmvention  relative  to  the  slave 
trade — one  article  was  stricken  ont,  though  the 
vote  stood,  twenty-nine  for  retaining,  and  six- 
teen for  BtriMng  oat ;  yet  it  was  stnoken  ont, 
l>ecaiise  there  was  not  a  constitutional  majority 
for  ratifying  that  article.  Oonsider  the  power 
of  the  Senat«  over  the  Jndltnary  branch  of  this 
Government,  which,  in  the  late  debates,  was 
justly  called  the  sheet  anchor  of  the  ooiistitii- 
tion.  It  is  probable  that,  on  the  bench  of  the 
Snprenie  Oonrt;,  there  may  eoon  be  fonr  vacan- 
(riea.  The  £zeoative  of  this  country  might  be 
prevented  fhim  sending  the  best  man  i^  the 
oonntry  into  either  of  these  vacancies,  by  a 
union  of  the  Senators  from  the  States  whose 
representative  power  is  only  forty-flve  ont  of 
two  handred  and  ten ;  while  this  House  vonld 
lie  prevented  from  driving  the  most  undeserv- 
ing iudividnal  from  that  benoh,  (in  the  sappo- 
siQon  that  any  one  conld  be  there  to  whom 
mch  a  charaoter  belongs.)  though  he  united  the 
vensllty  of  the  Obancellor  with  the  cmetty  of 
Jeffreys,  by  a  combination  of  the  Senators  from 
States  who  posaess  bnt  a  tenth  part  of  the  rep- 
resentative power  on  this  floor.  Tet,  the  gen- 
tieman  tells  ns,  that  the  m^ority  of  this  people 
vUl  not  bo  ^verned  by  the  minority. 

Sir,  disgnise  it  as  yon  wtlL  this  is  a  oonstitn- 
ticnal  qnestion.  It  goes  to  uie  compromise  be- 
tween the  States,  on  whioh  the  Government 
rests,  as  Ml  its  comer-stone^  ss  on  its  founda- 


tion. In  this  nystem  there  are  some  featorea 
which  are  purely  federative,  some  whioh  are  of 
a  mixed  federative  and  popular  oharaet«r ;  not 
one  that  is  purely  popular ;  yet,  all  that  part 
of  the  honorable  gentieman's  argument — I  do 
not  ceriAinly  mean  to  misr^reeent  it — whi^ 
insists  on  the  right  of  the  miflority  of  the  peo- 
ple to  govern,  would  be  apmiesble  only  to  a 
Kstem  that  was  purely  popnlar  Uiroiwhont,  X 
ould  not  have  to  vary  uiis  part  of  the  Ken- 
tleman'a  argument  in  the  least,  if  I  should  ad- 
dnoe  it,  in  support  of  an  alteration  of  the  kind 
I  m«itioned  m  opening  my  remarks,  whioh 
would  go  to  take  away  uie  equality  of  the  rep> 
resentstion  of  each  State  in  the  S^iate.  What 
is  pore  nqjnst,  on  abstract  principle,  than  that 
your  State,  rir,  (Delaware,)  should  have  as 
much  power  ss  Yirginia,  and  my  State  shonld 
have  as  muoh  power  as  Kew  York  t  But  these 
abatraot  principles  here  go  for  nothing.  It  ia  a 
compact  enterad  into  by  parties  who  said  they 
wotild  not  agree  to  any  thing  else.  When  thia 
oonstitution  was  drafted,  Governor  Bandolph 
propoeed  to  have  a  proportional  repreaentatitoi 
In  the  other  Honse,  as  well  as  in  this.  What 
did  the  small  States  do  I  They  said,  we  will 
not  take  it,  we  will  not  agree  to  it ;  and,  rath- 
er than  accept  enoh  a  oonstitntimi,  we  will 
break  np  the'Oonvention.  They  sud  more, 
tir;  that  thay  would  sooner  take  a  foreign 
power  by  the  hand,  than  have  a  constitntion 
on  the  principle  by  which  the  honorable  gen- 
ticman  supports  his  resolutions.  The  election 
of  President,  and  the  a^uetnittit  of  the  two 
principles  in  that  part  of  the  oonstitatiMi,  was 
the  othw  most  difficnlt  point  Hr.  Wilson  in- 
fbnns  na,  to  hia  q>eeohe«  in  the  Oonvenlion  a^ 
sembled  in  Pennsylvania  to  ratify  the  eonstitt^ 
tion,  that  this  was  the  point  on  which  the 
Federal  Convention  most  labored ;  as  it  was 
also  the,  point  on  whioh  they  thought  them- 
selves, imd  were  thought  by  their  O(mtempor»- 
ries,  to  have  met  with  the  most  perfect  saocese, 
Now,  sir,  it  la  on  this  most  delicate  a^ustment^ 
that  the  gentieman  lays  his  hand.  In  the  pri- 
mary election  he  proposes  to  take  from  the 
States  the  right  to  ezarcdse  their  voice  without 
dividon;  and,  in  the  secondsiy  election,  to 
take  from  the  small  States  their  equality  of 
power  In  this  House.  As  fkr  as  this  goes,  it  la 
mining  a  new  ctnurtitutioD ;  it  Is  opeoiBg  the 
qnestion  fh>m  the  foundation :  it  u  breaking 
op  every  oiaBpromlae  which  the  constitution 
ooutains;  and,  as  was  observed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Hr.  StitxbboiIj)  when 
this  Is  done,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  qnestion,  it  ia 
a  matter  of  owttunty,  that  you  could  not  re- 
new any  of  these  compromises.  At  all  evei^ 
any  ai^ nment  addressed  on  this  sntijeot  to  the 
committee,  in  order  to  have  wcl^t,  must  be, 
not  an  argument  on  general  ptinolples,  as  to 
the  ri^t  of  the  minority  to  prevail  over  tha 
minority,  but  a  oimstitotional  awiment,  to 
show  that  the  adjustment  of  the  Federal  and 
popular  principles  of  the  Government  require! 
to  be  revised,  and  tettied  on  a  diffiirent  footing 


But,  nr,  I  'will  briefly  follow  Qke  gratieman 
In  some  <a  tJioM  ■rgDmeDta,  by  vhioh  he  nrsed 
on  the  HonN  the  adoptfoa  of  hia  flnt  rela- 
tion, which  goes  to  prevent  the  election  from 
deTolving  on  this  body.  I  aooompauied  tlie 
geuUemsn,  with  anfbigned  delight,  in  the  broad 
and  philoaophicsl  views,  dothed  in  most  elo- 
quent langnege,  which  he  took  of  ituuy  impoN 
tuit  nibJecU  in  general  politios ;  Mid  if  I  ever 
ftjt  obliged  to  differ  bom  him.  it  was  not  to 
mneh  In  ettabliehing  his  primjiiMe,  as  in  dnw- 
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His  general  train  of  thonght,  in  tlus  part  ti 
\lm  argnment,  ^tpeared  to  be  somewhat  as  fid- 
lows  :  A  Tast  extendtai  (rf  liberty  has  taken 
plaoe  in  modem  times,  partionlarly  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America.  The  great  political 
problem  to  be  solved,  has  been,  to  reooneile 
this  great  eztendon  of  liberty,  with  tlie 
strength  of  an  Execative,  snffioiramy  powerful 
to  a&iiDirter  the  OoTeroraeiit.  Thia,  espe- 
cially, was  the  problem  to  be  solved  by  the 
framan  of  the  Conatitation  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  mode  in  which  they  decided  it, 
was  this :  they  created  an  Executive  of  great 
powers,  and  reconciled  tUs  power  with  the  se- 
curity of  tbe  constitution,  and  the  preeervation 
of  the  libertiea  of  the  peoi^  by  tne  principle 
of  eleotjve  respcmtibiUty.  This  reeponmbility 
is  to  grow  out  of  a  popiUar  ohoioe ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  honorable  gentleman  inferred  u>at  the 
choice  should  be  sent  back  fh)m  this  House,  In 
some  fonn  or  other,  to  Uie  pec^lc  This 
appeared  to  be  the  general  b^  of  his  ar- 
giuuent. 

Agredng,  aa  I  cordially  do,  in  the  first 
proporition,  that  an  onezampled  extension  of 
liberty  is  enjoyed,  and  oonstitationally  secured, 
In  the  United  States,  I  cannot,  on  this  part  of 
tbe  Bolject,  go  fsrtlier  in  nnison  with  the  hon- 
orable gentleman. 

In  the  first  place,  Qie  power  of  the  Execa- 
tive  is  not  great,  aa  tiie  gentleman  describee  it, 
bnt  very  small.  The  gentleman  stated  it  to  be 
eqoal  to  that  of  the  king  of  Qreat  Britain.  Sir, 
I  mnst  say  that  this  seuoed  to  me  to  be  an  ex- 
aggeration too  violent  to  be  admitt«d,  even  In 
the  heat  of  argmnent  I  ahall  not  follow 
my  friend  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Ihokmou,) 
in  the  comparison  of  the  powers  of  the  kina  of 
^igland  with  those  of  Qie  President^  nor  ^all 
I  trouble  the  committee  by  referring  to  the 
obi^ters  in  the  Federalist  on  the  anhject— 
which  I  doabt  not  are  better  known  to  the 

ritleman  from  Soath  Oorolina,  than  to  me — 
which  the  same  comparison  )s  so  forcibly 
pursued.  I  will  confine  myself  to  the  aingle 
^Knt  of  the  tenure  of  the  two  officers — the 
President  of  the  United  States  being  elected 
for  four  years — the  king  of  England  being  he- 
reditary, and  for  life.  In  consequence  of  tbis 
rinile  difibrence  of  tenure,  the  difiierence  of 
influence  between  the  two  functionaries  (and  it 
Is  a  question  aa  to  inflnenee)  ia  positively  infi- 
nite : — I  cannot  use  a  weaker  term.  I  hesitat« 
not  to  assert  that,  if  I  have  learned  any  thing 


[Xaai,ia 

of  English  history,  it  is  this:  thit,if  tbtb) 
erf  Ei^jaod  had  been  elective,  lod  fcr  !■ 
yean,  there  has  not  been  a  miuiitiy,  mtit 
time  of  the  Cecils  and  the  Walnn^ini,  M 
oould  have  sat  on  their  benches  for  inr  TMh 
Sir,  the  Prcndept  has  no  power  of  tht  h» 
to  create  influence:  he  can  do  notliiiigtfiB' 
self;  in  that  way.  Tbe  only  power  that  lie  aq 
be  said  to  have,  which  is  abwIntA— ami  tUii 
not  of  a  uatnre  to  confer  perstmal  inthmu-* 
that  of  negativing  a  law  passed  by  kn  ii« 
two-thirda  of  Congreea.  As  to  fatttsw 
he  cannot  appoint  to  on  office  of  one  traM 
doUara  per  annum,  withont  the  coiMnt  of  U^ 
teen  Boverrign  Statca.  He  cannot  trMtiiilii 
forrign  power  to  boildalij^ht-hanMcnidi* 
late  rook,  withont  the  ratification  of  nM 
independent  States.  There  la  only  oae  dEo^I 
believe,  to  which  he  haa  the  powu  U  a/joA 
meet ;  and  I  have  now,  in  my  drarw,  i  R> 
Intionto  take  txoai  him  that  wlititjpM' 
patronage— the  office  of  litnariao  V>  0> 
K™ss. 

'So,  sir,  the  Enontive  is  sot  itniif.  I 
therefore  needs  no  coriooa  seanb  ilbrflt 
priooiple,  by  which  the  atrength  of  IlieEBii' 
tive  is  to  be  reconciled  with  the  libatr  ('^ 
people.  The  framera  of  the  ctautitnliiaval 
on  no  such  search,  for  a  principle  of  rewsA- 
tion  between  the  liberties  of  the  pec^  « 
the  powere  of  Government.  They  wait  (i* 
fiir  nmpler  and  nobler  principle ;  tluti'^ 
ing  to  the  Governors  no  power  liWj  *  ? 
abused,  in  the  drcnmstaneea  under  vhidi  ki 
given  to  them.  They  went  rather  on  Um  J* 
dple  of  having  no  Govemon  at  sB.  I  tlwp 
itwasvoryjnatly  sMdtOnthisfloca-iafe"*" 
mnce,  that  we  have  no  GovernniMt;  Hun' 
nothing  in  this  country  which  desBTM  •• 
name  of  Government;  or,  if  there iiujG''' 
ermnent,  it  ia  here :  if  there  ia  an;  tin^ 
yon,  air,  are  aeated  on  it  The  P«f /J 
what  they  are  often  ironically  calleo,  Ibt  ^ 

The  gentieman  m«j  tell  me  A"^*]? 
the  case,  onr  Govermnent  does  not  oiAt  ■* 
the  ancient  demooraciea,  'Widol^.^tflUjl,*; 
and  let  us  consider  how :  for  it  u  in  <»«• 
the  great  improvement  of  the  modern  p<»" 
ayst«n  resides.  The  improvement  S","*" 
have,  and  act  upon,  what  thajr  had  b»*' 
very  imperfect  degrees,  and  in  vttj  S»i" 
measm«s— the  idea  of  dek^^ated  P<i**l  *£ 
is  the  nature  of  delegated  powerl  iW" 
people  who  delegate  It,  aball  ddegrt>J»' 
much  as  is  safe  in  the  hands  c^  man,  •>  '^ 
and  this  upon  the  temw  of  a  written  ««W 
and  for  a  limited  period.  And  sl>*l.'jr 
told,  that  one  of  Uie  depodtoriea  of  w"** 
gated  power,  on  the  terms  of  a  *n"«'J? 
pact,  for  a  period  of  four  yeans  has  •«  iMF 
ecntive  power  of  the  king  of  Ensiaw'  " 
makes  war,  who  makes  peace,  "".""^'JJ 
dere  in  Conndl  with  the  force  otl»'i»" 
govema  half  the  wortd  in  the  form  of  ww 
poweaung  only  Uw  ri^tof  ^ipealtoWH" 
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•rivyOomudlt  who  grants  jwi^ona  ont  of  the 
Indti  of  the  Orown,  OTor  which  Farliiuneiit 
us  no  oonirolf  that  king  who  can  do  no 
rroDg;  that  king  who  n«Ter  dies;  and  who 
lan  niM  the  ootninooer  to  the  peerage,  hy  hi* 
overdgn  wilL  The  single  power  of  pennon- 
ng,  ODt  of  a  ftmd  over  which  Parliament  has 
to  oontrd — tlie  sinde  power  of  raising  to  the 
merage — ezoeeds  aU  the  power  which,  not  the 
^reaident  alone,  hot  all  the  branches  of  this 
3oTenunent  nnlted,  poaseaai,  to  oormpt  1^  dt- 
zena  of  the  coantr^.  And  here,  pennit  me 
o  saf,  that,  if  my  recollection  does  no  iifjiis- 
loe  to  the  gentleman,  he  did  IqJnMJoe  to  the 
KHutitntion,  in  qnoting  from  itthespe||flcatlon 
it  the  Exeontlre  power.  In  the  priut«a  report 
ft  his  speeoh,  the  words  are,  "  all  Execntdre 
jower"  Is  ^Ten  to  the  Preaident.  But  the 
words  of  the  oonstitation  are,  "  tAe  Execntire 
wwer ;  "  and,  instead  of  understanding,  with 
ihe  honorable  gentiemui,  ail  the  power  given 
io  anj  Exeontive  of  mj  connlTT',  the  ezpres- 
ion  in  the  conatitntion  importa  m«  BzecntiTe 
power,  which  this  written  system  gives  to  this 
jffioer,  called  the  President. 


x>noemed ;  and  this  libertj  la  farther  seonrad 
i>j  our  statate  ot  disfcribntion^  b;  oor  prohiU* 
bona  (tf  noMlitr,  b^  onr  absence  of  standing 
uiniea,  and  other  republican  institntions,  at 
war  with  those  institntiona  in  the  old  worid 
which  are  the  anpport  of  their  monarchiea, 
rhe  gentleman's  tneOTj,  tm  the  other  hand,  is 
rerj  nearly  the  theory  of  despotism.  If  the 
gentleman  fh>m  Sonth  Carolina  ahonld  go  to 
■n  aotite  and  philoeophioal  snlijeet  of  an  abso- 
lute GoTemment,  he  wonld  find  him  to  state 
the  relation  in  which  tis»  monarch  stands  to 
his  anUects,  in  veij  nearty  the  same  terma  in 
which  he  baa  atated  the  relation  between  the 
Frendent  and  the  people  of  the  United  States 
—the  relation  <rf  dmost  indefinite  power,  ez- 
BToised  on  prindples  of  beuevdence,  love,  and 
psAemal  fiieling.  He,  too,  wonld  disclaim 
eheoks  and  balances,  as  power  clashing  with 
power.  This  is  the  motto  cf  arbitrary  Qor- 
enunenta,  dnoe  the  wt^ld  began : 


This  is  not  the  theory  of  our  liberty :  the 
framera  of  the  oonstitation  did  not  provide  ns 
a  kingly  PrendenL  They  provided  an  Ezecn- 
tive,  in  the  fbmi  of  a  dependent,  a  concnrrent, 
a  transitory,  and  an  impeachable  agent  The 
residnnm,  the  greater  part  of  the  power,  they 
kept  in  Uieir  own  han^  There,  mr,  I  love  to 
see  it  too ;  there,  I  will  also  idolise  it.  In  the 
lunds  to  which  it  b  oonstitiitionaily  delegated, 
I  will  pay  it  proper  honor,  be  they  the  nanids 
of  Presidenta,  Senators,  Bepreeentativea,  Elec- 
tors And,  for  the  very  reason  that  tiM  hon- 
orable KsntleiQan  plaoes  confidence  in  a  Preai- 
dant  chosen  by  too  people^  I  also  will  place 


confidence  in  the  Bepresentatiyea,  who  claim  it 
by  the  same  tide. 

In  this  oonfldenoe  in  delegated  power,  Hie 
gentleman  ought  to  go  along  with  me,  thinldng 
and  speaking  as  he  did,  of  the  system  of  the 
en<aent  democraoiea,  which  we  all  regard  aa 
inconsistent  with  permanent  and  ratJo^  free- 
dom. How  have  we  improved  on  these  de- 
mooraoies  t  The  gentieman  s^s,  we  have  cre- 
ated an  Ezecntive,  indeed,  of  kin^  power; 
bnt  we  lure  reconciled  that  power  with  their 
liberty,  through  the  alectire  resp<»isibility,  at^ 
the  mntnal  love  and  confidence  insfdred  by  It, 
which  (and  not  checks  and  balances)  are  the 
secorities  of  the  people's  rifhta.  Now,  I  hav9 
shown,  on  the  one  nand,  uiat  this  is  uie  prin- 
ciple of  absolnte  despotism ;  while,  on  the  oQi- 
er  band,  by  an  unexpected  fatality,  it  is  the 
principle  of  nnlimitea  demooraoy,  and  goes  to 
the  root  of  delegated  power.  He  throws  back 
the  election,  as  &r  as  possible,  into  the  people'a 
hands,  beoanse,  If  thoy  do  not  exercise  it  them- 
selves,  it  will  not  be  safely  exercised.  Tha 
gentleman ia certainly  Inconsistent.  He  asking 
with  a  bKie  c^  emphasis,  whether  the  people 
are  not  fit  to  choose  their  President  t  I  say 
they  are.  I  am  not  going  to  be  placed  on  the 
grmmd  ttf  denying  that  ae  pe<K>le,  in  any  and 
evray  reaort,  from  first  to  last,  m  every  stagey 
are  fit  to  choose  thdr  PresidenL  I  think  they 
are  moat  fit ;  and  that  Is  an  answer  to  his  qnea- 
tion.  And  now  allow  me  to  propose  my  qaee- 
tion  to  him :  Are  they  not  fi^  alscL  to  olioose 
the  fonr  heada  of  Department  T  The  genUe- 
man  answers,  Tes.  More  fit  than  one  cf  the 
most  aagadons  ot  onr  Presidents  was  to  ^»- 
pointthem:  more  fit  than  the  wisest  Pretddant 
ever  wiH  be.  Well,  do  not  let  ns  stop  here: 
the  argmnwt  g^ns  by  admisdmi,  aa  we  pro- 
ceed. Are  not  the  people  fit  to  choose  ttia 
Att4»ney-<}eneral,  the  Postmaster  Qenwal,  the 
Jndgea  of  the  Snprame  Oonrt,  tiie  Offloera  of 
the  Army  and  Navy,  the  Foreign  lfii^Bt«rB,  th» 
OoUeotors,  the  Bnrvevorst  Whom  are  they 
not  fit  to  choose  t  Vill  any  gentleman  pretend 
to  E^y,  of  this,  of  that,  or  of  aoy  office,  that  it 
is  one  to  which  the  sober  sense  of  this  people 
is  Incompetent  for  the  election  t  I  answer  tor 
every  oentleman  who  hears  me,  there  is  not 
one  who  will  take  it  npon  him  to  say,  that 
there  is  soch  an  office.  Then,  sir,  do  not  let  na 
play  with  this  snlnjeot :  let  ns  pnt  onr  hand  on 
this  lion's  mane:  let  ns  have  an  amandment 
which  will  go  to  the  root  of  tlie  matter :  let  na 
have  an  amendment  to  faitrodnce  nniversal  snf- 
f^age,  nnder  which  every  officer,  dvil,  military, 


Bla  priudplea  carry  him  to  uiis  axtonL  I  will 
tell  mm  wny  he  will  not  do  it — why  no  sonnd 
Bepnblloan  statesmsn  will  do  it — becaose  this 
wonld  be  the  andent  demoersdea  over  again : 
tt  wonld  be  fbrswearing  all  the  improvementa 
which  have  been  made  in  political  science.  It 
wonld  be  giving  ap  oor  r^reaentative  instttn- 
tiaoa :  ahntting  oni  eyes  on  the  advantagM  «C 

-glc 


ABRIDOMSNT  OT  THB* 


H.  OF  B.] 


[1IUCB,1SM. 


a  well-re^rolated  Bjtieta  of  delegated  power. 
This  I  hold  tb'W  the  reason;  and  a  full  and 
^r  answer  to  all  that  the  gendwian  urged,  on 
the  fituees  of  the  people  to  elect  the  President. 
A  word  more,  in  Uiia  oonnectioiL  The  gen- 
tleman spoke  witb  great  fbroe  and  eloqnenoa 
on  the  anbtoct  of  the  art  of  printing,  and  of  it* 
power  in  difftiiiing  intelUgdiM  and  knowledge 
unongtt  all  the  memlMrB  of  tlia  oommuiitj ; 
■11  the  members  of  a  State;  thiooghont  the 
world;  and  he  oonlraited  onr  attoation,  In  that 
reipect,  in  reference  to  a  oapaoi^  for  a  btt 
Government,  with  the  sitaation  of  andeut  n»- 
tJoii«.  I  shall  certainly  not  be  one  to  ocmtcat 
the  almost  miracnloiu  enersLee  <d  the  pren,  in 
the  application  for  whkh  the  gendeman  htm- 
aelf  cont«ids ;  and  la  whioh  he  is  bone  out  bj 
the  fkcta.  Htill  it  is  Important  to  the  aigoment 
to  draw  a  distinctioo.  It  will  not  do  for  na  to 
argae  Axm  what  we  should  be,  withont  the  art 
of  printing  after  hariw,  for  four  centnrieB, 
been  bnUdin«  our  whole  tnteUeotoal  sjat«m 
upon  it,  to  what  the  andent  nati«nu  eertainlj 
were,  never  having  had  it  Ihej  had  other 
Instruments  of  improvement ;  not,  indeed,  so 
efficaciona,  bnt  W  no  means  oontemptlMe.  At 
the  meridian  of  the  refinement  of  Oreeoe, 
there  was  not  a  oounderable  oit;  in  that  eoon- 
try,  not  an  important  settlement  on  the  Ionian 
Syrian,  Libyan,.or  Italian  shore,  not  an  ieland 
in  the  Archipelago ;  in  a  word,  not  a  plaoa  of 
note  on  the  map  ot  ancient  Greeoe,  that  had 
not  made  improyementa  in  many  of  the  moat 
important  arts  of  life,  which  we,  with  all  onr 
libraries,  and  all  onr  booka,  have  been  able  bnt 
partly  to  imitate.  Among  the  means  and  ta- 
Btrmnenta  of  this  improTement,  were  domestic 
slaTery,  whioh  delivered  the  froe  oilinnB  fhim 
all  the  cares  of  galnhig  a  livelihood ;  the  itin- 
erant minstrda,  (Homet^-wlio  lived  not  only 
before  printiDg,  bnt  befbre  writing^was  no 
more,)  the  tracbtlonary  wisdom  of  sages,  travel 
to  toe  seats  of  eolence  and  cultivation,  mana- 
script  drcnlation,  and  the  Uving  voioe  of  living 
inalniotMiL  These  were  means  of  difhsing 
and  transmitting  intelligence  and  improvement, 
which  I  will  not  oertunly  pot  on  a  level  with 
the  art  of  printing,  hot  which  were  adequate 
to  the  existence  of  free  histttntiona.  Bv,  it 
was  not  want  of  intelligwoe-^or  want  of 
light:  it  was  the  want  of  somethtiig  else, 
which  we  have :  not  the  art  of  printing,  bnt 
the  representative  ^stem;  the  {dan  of  dele- 
gated power ;  that  great  conception  of  modem 
times.  If  Athens,  SpatU,  Thebea,  instead  of 
arrogating  to  themeelvee  soooeasivedy  a  despot- 
lam— not  over  barbaroDS  provinces,  for  that 
wonld  have  been  a  smaller  evil— bnt  a  despot- 
ism over  States  as  enlightened  as  themselves, 
had  ent«'ed  into  a  grand  electoral  and  repro- 
aentative  aystem ;  if  they  had  given  to  each 
province  its  relative  power  In  the  Oeneral  Gov- 
ernment, convened  their  electors,  from  all  those 
widespread  States,  from  every  part  of  the 
world  where  Oreeion  liberty  had  taken  root, 
and  Grecian  lott«r*  had  spread ;  hod  they  thus 


done  as  we  have  dcme ;  if  it  wen  not  idle  asd 
pedaatio  to  talk  of  what  mi^t  hav«  taken 
plaoa,  imder  diffemt  ctroimistaiHseB,  two  tlum- 
aand  years  ago,  I  would  a»,  that  ^eeoe  mii^ 
have  slAod,  in  all  her  guny,  to  Um  preannt 
how.  I  see  nothing  to  have  prevented  her^ 
filled  aa  ahe  was  wiOi  cnmvated  dtlee,  wtth  an 
enterprising,  intelligent  popolalion,  and  new 
more  abnndantly  than  at  the  moment  when  her 
liberties  were  overwhelmed.  And  what,  sr, 
let  me  ask,  overwhelmed  herl     The  coni»- 

Sienoea  of  that  Jealous  policy  which  tiie  gen- 
emon  enfiMvea;  which,  to  a  oertain  extant,  he 
wishes  to  engraft  in  the  ecmstitiition.  Hie  lon- 
gnage  ke  hoMS  to  them  is  tlda :  Ton  did  ti^ 
to  dlnf  to  yonr  local  power,  eadt  within  hia 
little  domain.  Yon  might  have  eleoted  yoor 
provindal  represmtativee  every  year,  bnt  ym 
oonld  not  have  tmated  them,  in  any  giveai  ooiw 
dngency,  to  deedgnate  from  tiM  fbw  whom 
'      leota^  (HI 


leesgnat 
yonrselvea  had  seleota^  tme  who  sbonld  be 
voor  head.    Ton  mi^ffave  taken  the  dceticn 
in  J 


not  have  tnutad  even  yonrsdve 
people  of  Athens  conld  not  have  tmsted  them- 
selves to  meet  aa  the  pec^le  of  Athens,  and  ex- 
press the  will  of  the  dty  of  Athena.  Yon 
most  have  stden  ande,  the  gentleman  teb 
them,  to  yoor  little  diatricta.  Yon  mnst  Jiav« 
given  a  voice  to  the  virtaons  minority  in  the 
Spartan  mterest,  a  vtdee  to  the  virtnona  misoo 
i^  in  the  Thebu  interest  a  vdoe  to  the  viitn- 
ona  minority  In  the  Macedonian  intereat  and  a 
voice  to  the  virtaons  minority  in  the  Ponaa 
interest  Ton  bA^  have  called  up  your  deo- 
tors,  your  representatlTes,  yonr  [weaidcaits,  b^ 


have  pawed  them  ui  review,  a 
yon,  yon  might  have  tbrost  hun  irum  uie  nam, 
if  he  bad  been  mi&ithfoL  It  is  all  idle,  «K 
vain ;  that  power  ts  safe,  <rf  whidi  yon  keep 
the  exercise  to  yoorselves:  yon  oonnot  tnul 
the  purest  hands  in  the  commnnity  to  be  hdd 
np  to  vote  for  yon. 

If  I  did  not  fear  to  do  ii^ostice  to  an  argn- 
ment  to  which  I  listened  with  as  mnoh  atten- 
tion, I  am  anre,  and  I  donbt  not,  with  aa  mndi 
pleasare,  as  any  member  of  this  Eonae,  I  should 
say,  that,  in  this  part  of  the  gentleman's  aign- 
ment,  he  did  not  i^ipear  to  pureae  a  consiatent 
trdn  of  thonght  He  denounced  the  ancient 
demoeradee :  and  the  argnments  by  which  he 
snpported  his  amendment  go  to  Uie  root  of 
delegated  power.  He  spoke  mach  and  joatly, 
of  the  ess«itial  virtue  of  the  people  in  tiua 
oommmiity,  and  yet  said,  that  the  moment  an 
hidividnd  was  dengnated  from  this  virtaooa 
commnnity,  and  by  thia  virtnons  oommimity, 
to  act  in  a  constitationa]  ftmdion,  he  iraa 
open  to  Boaptdon.  He  enlarged  on  the  in- 
telligence disused  through  all  puts  of  the 
oommnnity,  by  the  Instnintenbdity  of  tite 
Press;  yet,  I  do  not  remember  that  he  de^Nud- 
ed,  In  any  degree,  on  the  power  of  a  virtooaa 
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vat,  an  element  of  our  Ubor^  infuior  1 
value  to  niwe  other. 

And  now  I  am  bron^  to  iriiat  I  Duut  deei 
am  extrsoi^narv  part  of  tbe  geadmian'B  argnr 
moitjUiBt  Tbi^  omuMma  the  oormptibUUjr  of 
thia  Honae.  Bat,  in  the  flrat  pUoe,  I  would 
offer  a  few  wtwds  in  repljr,  on  thia  aabjeot,  to 
tbe  gentleman  from  Yirgiida,  (Ur.  SrivinnoK.) 
vho  last  addreaaad  the  oommittee.  He  aalo, 
with  a  liberality  whloh,  wbil«  I  OMonuod  it  in 
Iiim,  I  oertainlj  do  not  inlaid  to  danj  to  107 
other  genO^nan,  that  be  would  take  Qie  ercmt- 
nal  eleotioD  fWrni  thia  Boom,  not  beoauM  he 
believed  in  ita  cormptibility,  but  beoanae  he 
waa  deeirona  of  ^acdng  it  berond  aonldon. 
Bejood  anaidi^on,  dr;  are  we  going,  then,  to 
altei^^  700  please,  to  amend— tho  Onutun- 
tion  irf  the  TTiutod  Statet,  natil,  after  a  omteat- 
ed  deotion,  or  befi»«  a  omtaated  daotion,  tlie 
parity  of  leadioK  indiildDala  aball  be  bejond 
Boapicion ;  and  that,  too,  in  a  state  of  toeis^, 
where  the  nuld  and  mer^flil  maxim  la  pro- 
oUimed  and  aoted  npon,  that  "the  private 
ciharact«r  of  a  candid^  for  office  la  bir  game 
to  be  hunted  dofntt"  Sir,  b^tod  an^oiont 
Can  anj  gentleman  tell  me  how  long  it  la, 
Binee  an  aaonrmoaa  mlaoreaot,  in  tbe  pqieri, 
aoonaed  Thoku  Janmaon  of  having  [^Uaged 
tbirteen  hnndred  dollara,  I  tUnk  it  wai,  from 
the  pnbUo  chest  I  Haa  iaj  gentleman  forgot- 
ten that  patiwtio  eranplidnt  3t  GWHMa  Wa^- 
oratoR,  that  he  had  been  aaaaSed,  in  language 
fit  <Hil7  "  fbr  a  piokpooket,  for  a  oommrai  de- 
£aalt«r  t "    Bir,  beyond  am^ioion  I 

"Be  thon  u  chaste  u  Ice,  u  pore  ta 
Boow,  thon  sbalt  not  ewape  oilnnmj,'* 

Bat  aa  to  the  eormptibilitj  of  thia  Honae,  I 
ttiotigfat.  Id  the  first  plaoa  the  arsoment  vhloh 
^te  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oandlna  bnilt  opon 
It,  was  at  war  with  his  own  aTatom.  On  this 
systeoL  he  mj*,  ohooee  four  eleotora  in  dis- 
txieta,  beoanae,  coming  from  the  paople,  bong 


b^ng  chosen  by  tbe  pemle,  they  will  not  be- 
toaj  the  people.  Bot  how  are  we  chosen  I 
Tbe  greater  p&rt  of  na  are  dioaen  in  districts. 
We  came  tr<ym  the  people,  and  we  must  go 
bade  to  tbe  people ;  we  most  meet  them  fooe 
to  bee.  If  the  President  is  ohoeen  by  the 
people,  8871  tbe  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oaroli- 
ns,  he  is  entitled  to  oonfidenoe ;  he  ia  beyond 
Bospicion ; — beyond  ansploioD,  beoaose  he  ia 
tlina  ohoaen.  I  say,  then,  by  the  same  reason 
that  this  House  is  beyona  nspidon— I  mean, 
tf  the  argoment  of  the  ventleman  ia  good — 
and  tbe  rather,  as  we  boM  our  places  for  two 
jears,  instead  of  fonr,  and  most  aooner  go  back 
to  tbe  people  from  whom  we  came,  1  could 
lutt  bnt  think,  therefore,  that  the  gentleman's 
•rgnment^  in  thia  respect,  was  mooneistent 
wfth  itself.  He  saya,  ohooee  the  President  yoor- 
aelTe^beeaoae  he  whom  yon  ohoose  will  not 
betr^^oa :  and  then  ohoose  Mm  yonrselrea, 
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for  thia  House  (though  <rf  yonr  choice)  will  be- 
tray yon.  He  deems,  at  one  moment,  that 
Miigl7  power,  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  is 
safe,  if  the  people  bsve  elected  him ;  bat  at 
the  next  moment,  be  nrn-intaina  that  a  ver7  lim- 
ited power  in  our  hands  ia  mtsafe,  thoo^  we 
are  ohoaen  directly  by  the  people. 

But  let  ns  look  at  the  matter  of  UiA.  I 
deny  the  peonliar  oorraptibility  of  this  Hom& 
The  gentleman  compared  us  with  tbe  British 
Parliament,  and  the  patronaoe  of  this  Qovern- 
ment  with  the  patronage  of  Uiat  Has  he  duly 
ooondwed  that,  out  of  six  hnndred  isdiTidnsla. 
of  whioh  the  Honse  of  Commons  consists,  it 
was  asserted  t^  Mr.,  now  Lord  Grey,  in  1798, 
that  about  three  hundred  and  seven,  "  forming 
a  decided  majority  of  the  Honse,"  bold  their 
aeata  by  the  pfl  or  infiuenoe  of  one  hundred 
and  flft7-four  individuals!  Do  we  hold  our 
j^aoee  here  b7>D(di  a  tenure  1  Does  tbe  Amer- 
ican Bepreaentative  buy  his  seat,  and  thus  get 
akindof  MoltaUetiftbttoselllus  vot«l  Can 
he  unite  high  civil  and  militaij  character  with 
his  OongTMsional  station  t  Above  all,  is  the 
coronet— that  iHigbt  and  Q>lendid  [»ize,  whioh 
no  subsequent  demerits  can  aliate,  no  revoln- 
tion  In  pMitice  take  away,  and  which  time  and 
death,  Uiat  oonquer  all  thin^  can  bnt  parlial- 
I7  tear  fh«n  his  bands,  wluoh,  when  wreitod 
from  the  possessor,  goea  down  with  his  name 
and  fiMtnne  to  porterity — that  bribe  which 
evoi  Ohatham,  tiie  gentleman's  great  exemplar 
of  politioal  puri^,  waa  unable  to  resist — b  anj 
snch  bribe  held  ont  to  ass^  onr  purity  t  Sir, 
I  oast  off  the  oharaeter  of  a  politician  1  I  speak 
aa  a  man ;  I  say  what  I  feel,  end  nottiing  that 
I  do  not  feel.  I  was  shocked  when  I  neard 
the  honoral>ie  genUeman — an  intelligent  and 
patrfotio  American  dtizeiL  aa  I  know  him  to 
oe— I  was  shocked  when  I  heard  him  repeat^ 
and,  repeating,  sanction,  what,  when  it  wai 
first  uttered,  thirty  years  age,  was  considered 
the  insolent  calumny  of  a  foreign  envoy ;  and 
which,  taken  in  oonneotlon  with  bis  reference 
to  what  waa  said  1^  Walpole,  went  the  length 
of  Jia-'i'i^wg  that  every  member  of  this  House 
bad  hia  price — that  this  price  was  so  cheap  a 
one  as  a  dinner.  Yes,  sir,  that  we  were  liter- 
ally ready  to  sell  onr  oonscienoea,  oar  constita- 
enta,  our  oonntnr,  for  a  mess  of  pottage.  Sir, 
if  this  Honse  of  BepresentAtives  is  not  essen- 
tially pure,  I  ask,  in  tbe  name  of  Heaven,  what 
ore  the  prospects  of  libwty  in  this  world,  oo- 
der  this  dispensation  t  Where  and  when  are 
yon  to  have  a  free,  aafe,  and  repreeentative 
Government!  How  are  you  to  get  it t  How 
are  joa  to  keep  it !  The  gentleman  says,  "  lead 
me  not  into  temptation."  Thia  is  his  remedy 
>tion :  do  not  set  me  to  choose  a 
'  e  the  power  you 
^ve  me  on  that  occasion.  This  is,  indeed, 
oompendions  polltiaa.  It  doea  seem  to  me  like 
the  children's  play :  "  Ask  me  no  questions, 
and  I  will  tell  7on  no  Ilea."  Tbe  choice  of  a 
President  is  not  the  onl7,  not  the  greatest 
thing,  we  have  to  do.    Have  we  not  peaoe  and 
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VAT,  lUb  and  death,  pro«p«riV  and  adTenitr, 
for  outwItm,  for  our  porteri^,  tor  all  the  na- 
tions pertuqw  to  ootM,  whooe  &te  ia  loTolved 
in  the  anooeoa  of  Qiia  great  example  of  popolar 
institiitiotifl, — have  we  not  all  thialn  onr  power  i 
Oan  we  not,  any  day,  \>j  law,  bj  oonititatioiial 
law.  tnm  half  Uie  iiunatry  of  tiie  oonntry  ont 
of  ita  ohaImd^  and  spread  bankniptcr,  and 
min,  and  d«ep^,  over  the  land)  Obooie  a 
Preaident,  nr  1  If  we  atop  the  paaaage  of  the 
ApproprialiOD  Bills,  for  Uie  support  of  Gk)T- 

.  emmant,  where  ia  jonr  Preaident  and  hta  Cab- 
inet then  I  Soatt«Ted  to  the  four  windi  of 
hesren,  hj  the  ezeroiae  of  an  ordinarf  act  of 
le^alation. 

But  the  gentleman  aaTs.  it  la  not  merelj 
office  which  ia  to  be  the  bribe,  bnt  it  ia  the 
emolnment  of  office.  Sir,  if  thia  House  be 
what  th«  gentleman  repreoenta  It  to  be,  does  be 
not  snppoee,  that  in  1B07  or  1811,  the  British 
Government  would  bare  pared  this  floor,  and 
fiUed  these  desks  with  gbld,  to  have  had  us 
choose  IVaooe  for  onr  enemy?  Bnt,  withont 
Tesorting  to  the  extreme  snppoaition  of  foreign 
briber;,  let  me  allnde  to  what  might  have 
passed  within  onr  own  oonntry.  Those  "  fao- 
tioDs  dties,"  those  aeata  of  oormption  and  in- 
trigue, in  the  dark  dajs  of  the  restrictive  as- 
tern, when  the  grass  was  springing  np  between 
the  paving  stones  of  their  streets ;  when  their 
ahips  were  rotUng  at  the  wharvee ;  when  the 
ann  of  bombla  indiutry,  not  less  than  that  of 
gigantio  specnlation.  waa  palsied  j  when  the 
ocmtriving  head  <yt  that  daily  labor  which  mnst 

-itatk  for  daUy  sosteoance,  was  atmok  with 
atapor  and  deqtair ;  hod  this  Hoose  been  what 
the  gentleman  repreeects  it,  and  those  dtdee 
what  be  represents  them,  I  would  have  raised 
the  embargo  in  three  weeks,  and  wonld  have 
found  the  ways  and  means  very  easily  to  do  it 
Bnt  I  will  pnt  this  matter  to  a  prompt«r  tesL 
If  the  genueman  from  South  Carolina  will  give 
me  his  vote,  and  that  of  twenty  or  thirty  of 
bis  firiends,  not  in  the  cause  of  oorraption,  but 
in  one  of  the  purest  causes  a  politician  ever 
maintained ;  if  he  will  only  give  me  bis  eii  to 
procnre  a  jnst  indemnity  for  thorn  f^ow-citi- 
xens  who,  some  Bfteen,  some  twenty  years, 
have  been  knocking  at  yonr  dooi^-some  of 
them,  as  the  gentleman  ftom  North  Oar<dina 
piT,  SAmnwBs)  forcibly  ezpresasd  it,  ahivering 
Ite^gan  at  a  bolted  door— asking  Jnat  otanpen- 
sation  for  these  claims  on  a  foreign  Oovera* 
neot,  which,  for  yoTir  own  politico  porpoeee, 
yon  renounced,  and  6thers  equally  strong,  on 
the  same  Govemmentj  which  yon  now  n^ect 
to  enforce ; — if  he  will  ^ve  me  his  rote,  and 
those  of  twraity  of  bis  frien^  to  prooore  onr 
fellow-citiiens  thia  bare  justice,  when  I  come 
to  call  bis  attention  to  this  snbject,  as  I  hope 
«re  long  to  do,  I  will  send  him  home  in  a  coach 
and  four.  I  believe  there  are  about  thirty  mil- 
Hona  at  stake  in  thai  controversy,  of  wnicb  I 
wilt  undertake  for  the  dumants  to  pile  np  ten 
uillioQS  in  that  area  for  every  gentlemen  to  fill 
Us  pooketB,  till  he  cannot  stagger  from  the 
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Hall  with  th«w«d(^t  Doeathamitlemanob- 
Jeot  to  the  publicity  of  the  proffer  t  Bir,  wa 
wUl  do  tt  with  the  rilcaioe  of  deaUi ;  the  oon- 


the  gentleman's  kit  podUt  shall  not  know 
what  his  right  pocket  reoeiveth. 

I  do  bnt  Jeat,  rir,  indeed,  and  pertiapa  too 
broadly,  on  a  snIHeot  so  aeriooa  as  thia ;  yet 
what  have  I  dmet  I  have  snppoeed  the  gat- 
tieman  to  do  in  a  ain^e  case,  wast  he  supposea 
the  House  alwaja  prone  to  do.  1  have  anp- 
posed  him  to  do,  in  a  just  canso,  and  for  a  for- 
tune, what  he  a^  w«  are  all  prone  to  do  0C9> 
n^itly  and  tor  a  dinner.  But,  pcrtu^ia  tiw 
gentleman  t^infc*  J  tm  dcnng  K™  ininaaca,  in 
pnshing  his  argninait  to  an  extreme  which  be 

of  oormption  l>e  disdaima.    Iown,s 


Is  argninait  to  an  extreme  which  be 
lemplated,  and  in  iveaking  of  a  kind 
.  ionnedisdaima.  I  own,  air,  that  ha 
did  state,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  aay  that  the 
ooimption  waa  of  a  direct  and  peeuniuj  kind, 
ahhongb  he  did  aver  that  gun  was  onr  idol, 
and  that  it  was  'the  *—  ' '-    '    " " "  "  ■ 


In  thia  part  of  tlie  salject,  which  ia  aon^ 
what  delicate,  the  gwtleman  very  handanmsfr 
disdumed  all  hiatcnoai  allnriMte  to  what  was 
passed.  He,  however,  alleged,  if  I  did  not 
misapprehend  him— for  I  to&  no  not«a  c^  Ui 
speech— that  thia  House  had  berai  waned  Iqr 
eroerlenoe,  that  cormptMUi  waa  on  the  threab- 
olo.  and  ha  made  a  asmewhat  aignifioant  al> 
lusuHi  to  that  Hoaaie  Oat^net  iriiicb  Bn^ 
has  so  happily  and  ao  memorably  deeoriiied. 

In  reference  to  this,  and  to  aaoert^n,  hj 
practical  example,  the  extent  of  this  danger  to 
wbioh  our  pnnty  is  here  exposed,  I  desiin  to 
ask,  what  were  the  differences  in  poHtieal 
opinion  wMdi  divided  the  varions  candidates 
for  the  chair,  at  one  time,  five  m  dx  in  niunbei; 
pnd  thdr  frMinds,  during  the  lato  Freodentid 
elootiont    Ihadaiougjtitthat,intheBi'  " 


the  oonntry,  the  oh<rfoe  bad  became^  in  a  great 
degree,  one  of  pencmalprd'ereneee;  tbatcToy 
dtlxen  was  free  to  giro  his  v<ace  fbr  the  in- 
dividnal  whose  saooeaa  he  meet  winked  to 
promote.  I  know,  in  the  part  of  the  oonntiy 
with  which  I  am  beet  aoquainted,  that  no 
difibrenoea  of  political  opinion  were  assnmed 
to  exist  among  the  candidate  or  their  friends. 
There  waa.  indeed,  an  attempt  made  to  enlisL 
imder  the  banner  of  that  eminent  atatesman  of 
Oeorgia,  to  whom  a  tribnte  eo  (Ming,  and  I 
donbt  not  so  just,  (for  I  bare  not  the  bonor  of 
his  petwnal  ac^nautance,)  was  lately  jpaid  ^ 
the  gentleman  m  the  chair,  the  reinamder  w 
the  dd  Federal  party  against  whom  the  sentl^ 
man  from  Kew  Tork  (Ur.  OufBnKUHn}  eaja, 
hie  dty  had  to  tiovw  the  dildd  of  the  oonnti; 
in  the  last  war.  Bnt  I  never  heard  it  suggest- 
ed, that  those  who  proposed,  or  those  who 
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thur  prindplea,  or  did  an;  thing  nnbeixnaing  of 
bonor&ble  men  to  propose  or  to  do.  They  gave 
th^  support  to  the  oandidate  they  preferred. 

Beodes,  bit,  consider  the  neoesMty  of  the 
cue.  The  cftndidAtee  for  the  office  are  nnmer- 
ooa :  and  but  one,  of  oooxw,  can  aacoeed.  Ib 
it  not  necMMaiy  that  he  who  mcoeeds  ahonld 
take  to  bis  confidence  some  of  those  who,  in 
scHoe  atages  of  the  oontroTersy,  have  been  his 
rivals  or  oonnwtitoTs,  ortheaotive  anpportera  of 
his  rivals  and  con^eUtorat  If  thadisonguished 
oltdian,  to  vhom  no  man  in  the  oonntar  feels 
greater  gratitude  than  I,  the  Hero  of  New 
Orleans,  whose  servioaa  no  one  more  heartily, 
more  enthnsiastioally  appretiates — if  he  had 
■Dooeeded  in  this  high  oontentioii,  woold  he 
have  driven  ftom  his  connoils  mtry  ont,  who^ 
in  any  stage  of  the  canvaaa,  had  been  a  com- 
petitor, or  a  leading  friend  of  a  competitor ;  or 
If  he  had  acted  in  concert  wiUi  any  one,  who 
Iiad  at  first  been  hla  competitor,  would  it  have 
baen  a  proof  of  corniption  gainst  them  both  I 
And  i^  to  avoid  the  gaspiotoa  of  oormption, 
he  had  driven  from  Ms  oonfldence,  and  ex- 
elnded  &om  his  connoils,  every  one  of  his  foar 
oompetitora,  and  all  their  lea^ng  frienda,  would 
he  not  both  have  stopped  the  wheels  of  the 
oonndy's  progress,  and  acted  in  direct  oppori- 
tion  to  that  tnaolj  advice,  whioh,  so  honorably 
to  him  the  giver,  so  honorably  to  him  who  was 
the  object  of  It,  the  gentleman  near  me,  pii. 
Dkittoh,)  he  pressed  upon  tiie  late  Freudent 
Bixne  nine  years  ago? 

While  I  am  on  this  topic,  I  will  beg  gentle- 
men to  remember,  that  there  is  diver^^  of. 
(pinion  on  all  these  matters.  Of  political 
qneetions  we  may,  with  speoial  propriety,  hold 
with  Bir  Bcner  de  Ooverly,  that  a  great  deal 
mtj  be  said  on  both  udes.  The  gentleman 
frran  Sonth  OaroUna  says  it  is  nniversally  ad- 
mitted, tiiat  the  favorite  of  the  people  was  not 
ohosen  at  the  late  election.  The  gentleman 
from  Tirginia  (Ur.  AsoHXit)  s^s  that  the  peo- 
ple tmiversally  demand  this  amendment.  I 
Lave  only,  on  the  other  hand,  to  say,  that  it  b 
imivereaUy  admitted,  that  the  favorite  of  the 
people  was  chosen ;  (and  I  troat  soma  gentle- 
man in  this  debate,  will  bring  forward  the 
beta,  which  I  believe  to  aziBt^  l£otigh  I  am  not 
in  possession  of  them,  to  prove  th^  as  far  as 
plurality  of  votes  is  the  index,  the  favorite  of 
the  people  was  chosen.)  I  have  only  to  say 
that  tbepeople  call  for  no  amendment  what- 
ever. What  does  it  all  prove?  That  the 
gentlemen  think  one  way,  and  that  I  am  so 
nnforinnate  aa  to  differ  from  them. 

Befbre  this  case  of  comptibility  is  made  out, 
tlie  gentleman  onght  to  take  into  oonsideration 
one  element  of  political  responsibility  to  which 
he  aUcded  at  large  in  another  part  of  his  argu- 
ment, but  whioh  he  seemed  wholly  to  omit 
here,  where  its  moat  direct  applioatdon  exists : 
I  mean  the  responsibili^  of  the  representative 
to  his  conatituenta.    This  is  a  test  ftom  which 


power  of  any  Executive  patronage  to  oonnter- 
vaU.  Ooming  from  the  people,  must  he  not  go 
back  to  theml  None  is  so  nigh  that  he  can  be 
raised  above  this  standard,  and  none  is  so  ob- 
scure that  he  can  slink  away  and  creep  below 
it    Be  must  oome  np  or  oome  down  to  it,  aa 


up  0 
the  case  may  be.    If  a  representative  of  the 
people,  a  member  of  this  Eonse.  on  a  tiying 
and  a  critical  occasion,  has  d^ed  the  wU^ 


and  bartered  the  interests  of  his  oonstitnents, 
tliinV^  sir-  of  the  return  of  that  man  to  hie 
home.  Will  not  shame  at  upon  his  brow,  and 
heaviness  wNgh  on  his  heart,  as  he  goes  to 
meet  tiie  people  whose  will  he  has  resisted, 
and  whose  rij^ls  he  has  sold?  Will  the  b^>- 
pinga  of  Executive  patronage  save  him  in  tlkat 
awndhourt  Will  they  not  press  him  down, 
with  tenfold  heaviness,  to  the  dust,  which  ha 
d^ades  while  he  treads  on  itt  But  if;  with 
the  same  influence,  in  the  like  critical  Juncture, 
he  has  done  what  he  thought  his  jnty  M  tita 
repnblio,  nnawed  by  meoaoey  and  unsadnced 
hy  blandishment,  Ms  homeward  march  will 
be  a  maroh  of  toinn^h;  his  oonstitoenta,  aa 
they  oome  out  to  meet  him,  will  exult  at  the 
"sound  of  his  well-known  voice;"  and  he  will 
receive,  at  their  hands,  that  reward  which  ia 
beyond  all  the  pride  and  power  of  office — the 
hearty  welcome  of  the  people  who  created,  the 
people  who  BDBtain,  the  people  who  approve ; 
of  the  people  who  send  tdm  baok,  wiu  added 
confidenoe,  to  tbe  service  of  bis  country. 

Sir,  I  deny  the  power  and  the  application  of 
tltis  whole  argument  of  oormption.  I  wUl 
speak  on  this  subject  with  perfect  plaiuneea.  I 
care  not  what  inference  may  be  drawn  from 
what  I  say.  I  say  the  Administration  of  this 
Government,  at  this  time,  is  one,  under  which 
any  honest  man  may  take  office.  To  the  ooua- 
oils  of  the  nation  any  man  is  fi«e  to  go,  with 
honor,  who  can  oontribnte  any  thing  to  the 
administration  of  the  public  affairs :  and,  as  a 

Sractioal  proof  that  this  is  so,  I  point  to  the 
onorable  and  honest  men,  men  of  all  names 
and  (^  all  parties,  who  have  taken  office  nuder 
the  present  adnunistration — men  who  are  aa 
pure,  and  as  fi'ee  from  suspicion,  as  any  other 
men  in  this  House,  or  out  of  this  House,  or  in 
this  country. 

And,  then,  as  to  a  coalition,  on  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
OxKBHXLXNo)  was  so  learned — of  wMoh  ho 
had  such  an  abhorrence — an  abhorrence  whloh 
he  endeavored  to  commonloato  to  this  House, 


us  his  authorities  for  and  against  o 
If  he  arrays  Chatham,  Burke,  and  Fox,  tm  one 
side,  andBheridan,(who,bytheway,wasinBll 
the  coalitions,;  Ur.  Moore,  and  even  himself^  on 
the  other,  the  House  may  regard  it  as  a  oase  of 
tiMtJiaUmerraTt.  I  know  not  what  standard  the 
honorable  gentieman  may  have  fixed  for  himaell 


oommiserated,  i^  when  he  retires,  it  shall  be 
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ttid  of  him,  b«  wt»  no  more  iudepeDdent  titan 
Ohsthom — no  more  pore  thtm  Burke— no  more 
potriotio  than  Foz — their  coalitions  inclnded. 

Be^oB,  dr,  while  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  speaUng  with  Bach  WTeritT  of  ooalitions, 
did  he  not,  Ui  the  same  part  of  his  an^nment — 
in  the  same  breath,  In  which  he  denomicad 
them,  ezolt  in  the  Union  which  was  tokisg 
place  in  New  York!  The  Uhion/  What  a 
beantifnl,  immaoolate  word!  How  that  word 
flows,  like  hone7.from  the  lipsl  The  Union 
iuNewTorkI  Of  whom,  ana  for  whatpnr- 
poaeel  The  gentleman  aa;^  "to  enable  Hew 
York  to  preeent  an  nndinded  front  to  the 
nation : "  and  this,  too,  in  what  the  gentleman 
meant  for  an  argoment  in  favor  of  t£e  district 
ajstem.  Sir,  are  there  two  roles  of  political 
moralily  t  Does  that  gentleman  aaj  that  it  fa 
oornipt  for  the  administratiDn  of  the  Government 
to  Be»  a  nnion  of  oomicils,  where  there  ia  no 
difference  of  prinoiplea,  aad  not  cormpt,  bat 
TiitnooH,  tliat  a  muon  of  councils  ahonld  be 
MHwht  against  it  I 

The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolina  spoke 
of  a  ICoeaio  Oabinet.  I  will  ask  that  gentieman 
it  there  ia  no  andh  thing  m  a  Uoeaic  oppodtion  1 
The  gentleman  sud,  with  great  Jostice,  aa  far 
u  I  know  his  historj,  that  be  bad  no  reason 
to  be  ashamed  of  anj  political  banner  nnder 
which  he  had  fon^ht  But,  If  I  mistake  not 
the  rigns  of  the  tunee ;  above  all,  if  I  onder- 
itasd  this  doctrine  of  political  Moaalo,  the  time 
ma;  soon  come,  when  he  will  be  not  ashamed, 
oertaiol;,  but  somewhat  amused,  to  find  with 
what  bamien  be  b  fighting  in  coi^unction. 
He  win  find  himself  in  the  position  of  some  of 
those  ahrewd  Uiniatera  of  France,  who,  while 
bj  one  courier  thej  sent  aid  to  the  Prot«ataote 
in  Qermanj,  by  another  sent  letters  of  arrest 
and  dragennade  to  the  Protestants  In  France. 
The  principle  of  imion  I  take  to  be  at  least  as 
good,  on  one  side  of  the  qnestimi,  as  on  the 
other, 

Bir,  I  ihaO  intmde  on  the  forbearance  of  this 
committee  bnt  a  moment  longer,  exhaoeted  as 
their  patience  most  be,  and  laj  stj«ngth  Is.  I 
listened  to  the  honorable  gentleman  with  alter- 
nate dehght  and  thrilling  horror,  as,  with  snob 
toaching  eloqaence.  he  expounded  to  na  the 
wologne  of  onr  frail  first  parents  in  the  garden 
<a  Eden.  When  I  fonnd  him  going  back  to  the 
primitive  records  of  onr  race,  and  searching 
ttte  ^ages  of  in^iratJoD,  to  find  the  key  to  om- 
poliacal  sitnation  here ;  and  when  T  saw  him 
retnming  with  the  discovery,  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  Uie  devil ;  that  the 
S«iate  were  advisiDg  and  consentins  spirits  of 
darkness ;  and  the  service  of  onr  bmoved  comi- 
ti7,  in  the  highest  and  most  honorable  trust?, 
the  everlasting  cnrse ;  'I  was  almost  ready  to 
exclaim,  mider  the  ezdtement  to  which  the 
honorable  gentieman  had  wrought  ns  all — 
"  0  Btai^yed  sdence,  hist  tfaou  wandEred  there, 

To  bring  us  back  the  tidings  of  despair  T  " 

Certainly,  dr,  if  I  had  made  this  cheerfal 


discovery,  I  shonld  not  have  brought  it  to  thU 
Honse,  to  be  set  forth  in  an  elaborate  srgn- 
ment.  I  should  have  packed  np  my  tmnk, 
and  stood  ready  for  the  convention  bill  to  pas 
in  Tirg^niL  that  I  might  have  started  with  my 
good  Mend  from  that  Btate  (Mr.  Abcbkk)  tdr 
the  interior  of  Africa,  or  with  "  long  snSering 
Oaptmn  Symmes,"  for  the  interior  of  the  earth. 
Bat  I  read  that  interesting  lesson,  which,  I 
allow,  appears  to  have  been  dictated  in  refw- 
enoe  to  the  Presidential  election,  with  a  differ- 
ent moraL  Onr  first  parents  abode  in  onion 
and  in  peace ;  their  siction,  like  their  hearty 
was  one.  The  ambitions  tempter  plotted 
against  this  harmony  and  concert.  In  deqtair 
&t  prevulin^  over  their  miited  strtngth,  he 
BOi^ht  to  divide  and  conqner.  He  drew  onr 
frau  mother  to  a  solitary  spot,  to  a  lonely  Dit' 
{net,  in  the  garden.  He  talked  to  her,  in 
arlAd  words,  of  amen^g  her  state ;  he  b^de 
her  exercise  the  right  of  acting  for  herself;  be 
fiattered  her  wisdom,  her  vanity,  her  love  rf 
power.  Had  she  remained  by  her  partnor'a 
side,  this  eloqnence  had  been  vain;  bn^ 
bereaved  of  his  conneel,  separated  frmn  his 
presence,  with  no  arm  to  sapport,  m>  eye  to 

" Her  luh  hand  in  evil  hour 

Forth  leachiug  to  the  fruit,  she  plucked,  she  atei 
Earth  felt  the  wound  j  and  Nature  fivm  her  seat, 
Sghing  through  all  her  worka,  gave  aigna  of  vo^ 

That  ill  was  lort." 

Ay,  rir,  that  all  was  lost  And  let  the  StatM 
that  now  compose  this  happy  Union,  misled  1^ 
the  eloqnence  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  oon> 
tract  the  habit  of  tampering  witfi  the  cooatitii- 
tion ;  let  them,  in  the  excitement  of  an  election 
passed,  or  of  an  election  to  come,  distnrb  that 
corioD^  that  happy  a^nstment  of  powcn 
which  is  now  ou"  life  and  onr  peace,  and  ^ 
will  be  lost  for  them.  Sir,  let  the  people  of 
this  ooontry  believe  what  the  gentienutn  has  lo 
eamestiy  told  them,  of  thecormptibility  of  tbii 
House,  of  their  repreeentatives,  and  I  say  not 
all  will  be  lost^  bnt  that  all  ia  lost,  irretrieval^ 
— totally — forever, 

Bnt  BDch,  I  thank  Heaven,  is  not  my  opinion 
— all  is  not  lost — all  is  safe— very  safe.  The 
oonntry  stands  at  this  moment  in  that  positiim, 
firm  and  erect,  in  which  Providence  int«aded 
that  it  should  stand:  at  home,  a  model  of  a 
wise  and  prosperons  administratioQ  of  domeetio 
afisirs ;  abroad,  an  exemplar  to  the  diaconraged 
nations  of  that  long  desired  union  of  liberty 
and  law.  Sir,  if  I  held  the  opinions  to  whidb 
I  allnde— which  I  hope,  on  matore  reifleotifBi. 
the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  himsS 
will  reverse — I  say  sincerely,  I  wonld  not 
come  here  to  procUm  them.  Here  they  can 
do  no  good;  the  honr  is  gone  by ;  the  battle 
ia  fought  and  lost  Bnt  I  wonld  go  with  them 
to  England,  and  I  wonld  there  sound  tfa^n  in 
the  ears  of  the  reformers,  so  called ;  that  poor 
delnded  company;  who,  without  leaders,  wtlh- 
ont  counsel,  are  following  the  phantom  <:^  re- 
form throDgh  the  dark  paths  of  traastm  aid 
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a  to  the  BoafTold.  I  would  &j  with 
tbem  to  Qie  continent  of  Enrope,  and  see  if  I 
Mold  there  do  nothing  to  reprMa  the  move- 
ments  of  Tevolvtion,  reaij  to  break  oat  in  that 
fiur  auarter  of  the  ^obe,  in  poranit  of  the  same 
deloBiTe  good,  proved  b^  the  Mare  of  oar  sjc- 
pertment  in  thu  fitvored  land,  to  be  thas  de- 
loBive.  I  would  go  with  mj  doctrinea  to 
Tnrk«7,  and  there  strive  to  nerve  the  Ann  of 
Oi«  Saltan,  that  he  mi^ht  drive  the  ateel  still 
deeper  into  the  bleeding  heart  of  mangled 
Graeoe,  fighting  for  the  same  insoltiog  mock- 
ery of  freedom  for  whtoh  we  fought,  and,  at 
beat,  fbr  tiie  aame  treaoberoaB  and  ihort-lived 
sncceae.  Then,  air,  if  I  oonld  find  on  the  faoe 
of  the  earth  one  mltd,  tiarentiJ,  benefioeot 
despot,  who  loves  hia  people  aa  hia  children,  I 
would  go  and  lay  my  (oreheBd  on  his  footstool, 
and  beg  him  to  aet  his  foot  on  my  head,  as  a 
reoresnt  dtizen  of  a  recreant  Repablic.  It  I 
oonld  not  find  soch  a  living  monarch,  la  weeds 
of  deepest  aable,  I  wonid  Join  that  moarafol 
prooesdoii,  tbst  spectacle,  perhaps  never  hefora 
iribieesed  on  earth,  the  nmeral  convoy  of  the 
nations,  which  even  now,  while  I  utter  the 
worda,  is  following  die  kind  and  departed 
arbiter  of  life  and  death  of  fifty  milliona,  from 
province  to  province— from  Dumniiiig  Aida  to 
moorning  Enrope. 


Fbidat,  Uaroh  10. 

J>»af  and  DunA  AtgUtm  in  Kmive^/. 

lit,  T.  P.  ICooR^  of  Eentncky,  moved  to 

poetpona  all  the  orders  of  the  day  before  the 

un  "  for  the  benefit  of  tiie  Aaylnm  for  teaching 

the  Deaf  and  Dnmb  of  Kentacky,"  and  the  biS 


>,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole : 
The  bill  naring  been  read,  Mr.  Uoon  ad- 
dressed the  committee  aa  foUows: 

Mr.  Ohmrman:  la  reoommeoding  to  the 
committee  the  bill  fbr  the  benefit  of  the  asylom 
fbr  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  Keotncky — 
in  nrging  a  measoie  wluoh  will  effbctnally  ex- 
tend the  patronage  of  the  nation  to  that  benevo- 
lent inatitation— -I  am  aenaible  that  I  present  a 
anbjeet  not  calonlated  to  kindle  the  teal  of 
politicians,  nor  in  any  manner  to  ronw  their 
atonny  feelings  which  serve  to  augment  the 
foroe  of  declamation^  and  to  deepen  and  pro- 
long tbe  conrae  of  debate. 

tt  ia  not  a  propodtion  to  erect  a  fortifica- 
taoo,  or  to  oonatroot  a  canal :  to  lavish  millions 
in  removing  momit^ns  from  the  land,  or  np- 
reaiiDK  towers  In  the  aea;  to  posh  diaoovariei 
throQgn  the  ioea  of  tiie  pole^  or  form  alliances 
on  the  verge  of  the  eqnator.  Ho,  Mr.  Chair- 
man; tlie  cap  that  I  preaent  to  the  lips  of  the 
oommittee  ocmt^na  a  draught  of  pnre  benevo- 
lence ;  no  polaononi  drag  larks  at  ite  bottom ; 
no  dangerous  spirit  sparkles  on  its  top.  It  is 
innocent  and  aalobrions,  and  wherever  there 
ia  a  taste  for  jnatice  and  hnmaaity,  it  moat  be 


It  ia  now  an  axiom  amongst  all  reflecting 


men,  that  the  diffiudon  of  knowledge  is  tliA 
sm'est  snpport,  as  well  as  the  Mghest  duty,  of 
good  Government;  and  it  is  a  maxim,  I  be- 
lieve, among  American  stataamen,  that,  as  onr 
Qovemment  is  thorooghly  popnlar  and  repre- 
sentative, the  DDivenaTeancauon  of  itaoilifens 
is  essential  to  its  perfection  and  atabili^.  The 
JQstice  of  this  position  cannot  be  dispirted,  nor 
can  its  application  to  the  interest  of  uiat  afflict- 
ed portion  of  the  commonity  in  whose  behalf  I 
appeal  be  denied.  They  have  a  claim  of  right 
upon  their  fellow-citizens  to  be  elevated  to  the 
rank  of  intelleotnal  beings;  to  find  their  prop- 
er place  apon  the  scale  of  society;  to  enter 
into  the  world  of  tfaon^bts  and  reBection;  to 
have  their  capacities  invigorated;  their  passions 
im^ed;  to  be  enabled  to  sympathize  with 
their  fellow  creatores ;  to  love  their  conntir ; 
to  adore  their  God;  and  to  share  in  all  the 
varieties  of  goffering  and  beatitode  of  which 
hnmtm  destiny  is  composed.  It  wonld  be 
neither  eqnitable  nor  politic,  I  apprehend,  to 
confine  the  blessings  of  education  to  youths  of 
the  highest  promise.  The  som  of  knowledge, 
like  the  great  lamp  of  Heaven,  while  it  shinei 
on  the  moontaina,  most  poor  its  beams  into 
the  lowest  valleys.  The  whole  soribce  of 
national  intellect  ia  to  be  vidted  by  Ught;  and 
if  the  refieotion  of  man  is  to  imitate  the  wis- 
dom of  his  Creator,  the  gloom  of  hnmilitr 
and  misfortone  ahonld  not  be  pennitted  to 
obrtrnct  the  penetration  of  ita  senfal  inflnenae& 
Theee  general  remarks,  I  indnlge  the  hope,  wUl 
dispose  the  oommittee  to  conmder  that  the  pnblio 
pativnage,  and  private  beneficence,  of  Ken  tacky, 
which  have  been  so  long,  and  so  liberally  ex- 
erted in  this  interesting  service  of  hnm^tj, 
should  no  longer  renmin  without  their  en- 
conragement  and  assistance.  The  means  de- 
rived from  these  sonrces  have  been  employed 
^  will  be  rendered  apparent  by  a  pernsal  a{ 
the  docnments  connected  with  this  application, 
all  of  which  have  been  printed  and  plaoed  cm 
each  member's  table)  to  the  very  best  ad- 
vantage  in  the  establishment  and  oondnct  of 
the  Asylmn  at  Danville. 

In  the  year  1622,  the  Legislatare  of  Eentncky 
incorporated  and  endowed  the  n^lnm  fat 
teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  located  it  at 
Danville,  a  oentral  point  in  the  State,  com- 
bining as  many  general  and  local  advantagea 
ttr  the  site  of  sncb  an  institation,  as  any  spot 
which  oonld  have  been  selected  in  the  weetera 
coQutry.  They  threw  open  its  doors  to  the 
whole  deaf  and  dnmb  population  of  the  a4- 
jaoent  States,  and  placed  it  nnder  the  central 
of  a  snperintending  committee,  who  have  em- 
ployed competent  teachers,  porobased  groond, 
bnildings,  Ac,  and  whose  vigilant  uid  en- 
lightened devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  in- 
atitation have  been  demonstrated  by  the  rapid 
progress  of  the  pnpils  confided  to  their  care. 
The  jodicions  management  of  the  asylnm  has 
led  to  a  constant  increase  of  its  nnnben ;  bnt 
this  philanthropic  institntion  ia  withoot  ade- 
quate means  to  anstain  an  aogmentation  (tf  ita 
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anmben.  It  hu  stm^ed  on  to  thu  time  hj 
the  aid  ofprivste  chant?,  and  the  endownieDts 
made  by  Kentooky ;  bnt  it  would  .be  improper 
to  ooaceal  the  fact,  tliat  the  LegUUtnre  cannot 
afibrd  ftirther  asBiBtance.  The  people  of  Een- 
taokj  have  done  maoh  for  the  canee  of  litera- 
tare  and  homaiiity — thef  are  generona — thdr 
aoil  is  rich— bat  thej  are  remote  from  market 
and  their  moneyed  conoenu  embarraseed — aod 
tt  cannot  be  denied  that  the  varions  Stataa, 
tad  the  «Mn  population  of  the  TaUey  of  the 
MiflMaalppi,  are  dependent  on  thia  ^^e  inati- 
tation  for  the  means  of  thia  partionlar  inetmo- 
tirai;  and  in  ita  present  condition  it  cannot 
completely  anawer  the  wanta  of  Keotncky. 
Kzperieuce  baa  proTen,  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  tbat  the  Instmction  of  the  A^ai  and 
dumb  oan  only  be  oseftilljr  and  snooessfnlly  im- 
parted, in  inatltntiona  re^arly  eatabliiihed, 
and  enperinteucted  by  competent  teacbera.  The 
Mtimates  which  hare  been  made  in  Eorope 
and  America  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  m 
any  given  mass  of  popniatlon,  one  ont  of  every 
two  tbonaand  is  deaf  and  domb ;  and  it  may 
therefore  be  fairly  Inferred,  ttiat  unless  the 
uylnm  at  Danville  is  enlarged,  abont  one 
Uiouaand  of  onr  fellow-dtiieas  now  Uving 
must  pass  from  yonth  to  death  in  a  state  of' 
torpor  and  ignorance.  Let  gentlemen  who 
■re  not  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  snhjeot, 
Mmceive  this  nnmber  of  nnfbrtonate  wretches 
«i^ect«d.  This  miser?  amassed,  these  speci- 
mens of  mlsfortnnee  assembled  together,  conid 
•or  ezhlbitioa  of  hmnan  degradation  eioeed 
it  m  horror  t  Does  not  the  mind  shrink  and 
storUe  at  the  very  conception  I  And  doea  the 
oonoeption  BOTpass  the  reality?  The  difitadon 
of  this  calamity,  though  it  may  conceal,  does 
not  diminish -it.  It  is  unmeasnrable,  indescrib- 
able, and  oannot  be  exaggerated  by  fancy  or 
equalled  by  fiction.  To  remove  all  this  dia- 
trass,  and  to  famish  the  means  of  preventing 
it  in  all  time  to  come,  will  require  of  Oongrees 
but  a  small  eipense  of  thought,  and  a  few 
acres  of  land.  An  appropriation  which  would 
hardly  snfBce  to  complete  the  capital  of  a 
Oorlntlilan  column,  will  effect  this  great  pnr- 

re  of  wisdcon.  The  eipense  of  Oat  dock, 
Mtmt  the  fleeting  hours  of  the  day,  will 
erect  fUa  lasting  monument  of  philanthropy. 
Nm,  sit,  <be  money  expended  on  the  frivolous 
«mb«nidimient  connected  with  it,  graven  np<n] 
Inanimate  atone,  will  kindle  into  tbonght  and 
awake  to  nqttnre,  thousands  of  spell-boand  and 
inert  Intdligenoes.  I  cannot  believe  that  this 
nseftil  bounty  wiU  be  witliheld,  especially  as 
the  asylum  of  Oonnecticut  received  a  donation 
from  Congress  in  the  year  1819,  of  a  township 
of  land,  from  which  it  has  derived  a  handsome 
revenne,  and  has  been  rendered  permanently 
tisefn],  and  which  sanctions  by  precedent  this 
^plication.  Bot,  Ur.  Churman,  the  bill  on 
your  table  is  freed  from  all  the  objections 
which  have  been  urged  against  the  appropria- 
tion to  the  Oonnecticut  Anlun ;  it  is  restncted 
to  the  loeati<ni  of  the  land  in  one  tract,  and  It 


is  deigned  for  tiie  bMieflt  <rf  the  fndlgeot  deat 
and  dumb.  It  is  to  alleviate  the  Md  omditian 
of  that  class  of  our  feUow-veatDrea,  irtiaaa  be- 
reavement is  a  part  of  the  vast  machinery  ot 
eternal  wisdom.  To  reelum  from  native  in- 
sertion their  rich,  thon^  bidden  facnlties; 
and,  by  uniting  the  virtoea  of  earth  with  Um 
omnipotence  of  Heaven,  to  o(mstitate  nsn  a 
fellow-laborer  with  the  Deity  hunseU^  in  tjte 
delightful  office  of  ennobling  humanity.  The 
heart,  at  best,  is  but  seldom  a  fit  lawgiver; 

Gt,  in  such  a  cause  as  this,  its  impoleea  may 
safely  trusted:  for  it  is  the  canse  ot  op- 
preesed  and  suffering  indigenoe,  and  it  appeals 
with  cheeriDB  hope  to  those  generons  sympa- 
thies with  which,  on  this  floor,  it  needs  no  ad- 
vocate. It  may  not,  Mr.  Ohurman,  be  im- 
pro^r  to  odd,  that  we  of  the  West,  with  a  iibenl 
m>int.  hare  voted  thousands  annnall;  to  creet 
%ht-hoi]ses,  clear  beaches,  Ac,  on  the  Atlan- 
tic frontier,  which,  althou^  some  of  them  are 
national  in  their  character,  and  indirectly  bene- 
ficial to  ua,  yet  it  wiU  not  be  denied,  uio^  \j 
(timishtng  wofitable  employment  to  the  lutiRnB 
on  the  sea-bosrd,  it  dimised  comfort  and  h^ 
pinees,  aai  that  appropriations  from  the  pnbbe 
treasury  fall  bgbt  and  seldom  upon  the  We^ 

But  I  will  not  so  far  undervalue  the  force  ot 
the  snbtect,  or  nnderrate  the  wisdom,  hnman- 
ity,  and  intelligence^  of  the  committee,  as  to 
believe  they  wiU  reject  the  bill,  which,  aa 
chairman  of  the  committee,  I  have  been  in- 
structed to  report  Memorials  from  the  Asy- 
lums of  New  York  and  Feimsylvania  have 
been  referred  to  the  committee,  no  donbt  for 
the  ptupose  of  offsring  amendments  to  this 
bill,  Althonrit  I  should  be  deeply  mortified  at 
the  Mure  of  the  bill  for  tiie  benefit  of  the 
Eentncky  asylum,  and  would  feel  nuder  many 
obliMtionsto  the  gentlemen  having  charge  <a 
the  flew  York  and  Pennnlvania  meiniMial% 
If  the?  would  not  encumber  this  bill  with 
amenteents ;  yet,  if  they  should  deem  it  thdr 
duty,  I  cannot  vote  ag^nst  them,  because  I  am 
persuaded  Congress  could  not  make  a  moie 
beneflcisl  appropriation  to  any  object 

Mr.  GoHsioT  moved  to  amend  ttie  biD,  bj 
inserting  in  it  a  provision  for  the  benefit  of  the 
incorporated  asyliun  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  C.  sdd  that  he  made  this  motion  in 

Sirsuance  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two 
onses  of  the  New  Jersey  Legialatnre ;  but, 
as  the  nature  of  the  sub|eot  was  obviona,  and 
familiarly  known,  he  forebore  to  o&v  any 
remarks  in  support  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  BnoBAHAN  thought  frijm  the  statonoit 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  there  could 
hardily  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  and 
humanity  of  foUowing  the  precedent  set,  in 
givine  a  township  of  land  to  the  asylum  for 
the  deaf  and  dumb  in  Connecticut  At  the 
proper  tim&  he  should  agree  to  the  propodtita 
of  his  friend  from  New  Jersey,  but  at  preset 
he  conmdered  the  cases  quite  different  Thii 
^plication  had  been  before  the  House  for  three 
sessions;  it  bad  been  referred  to  a  01 


■od  that  oommittee  bad  made  two  reports ;  and 
thU  asyimn  at  Danville  has  boen  in  BQOoeaaM 
o|>eratioD  for  aeveral  rears.  He  trastod  this 
biU  would  pass  on  its  own  merits.  The  State 
he  represented,  Mr,  B.  said,  had  also  a  Bimilar 
aaflnni,  bat  for  his  part,  he  did  not  feel  it  his 
dotr  to  embarrass  the  progress  of  this  bill,  hy 
offeriiw  an  amendment  in  favor  of  that  as7- 
Inm,  t£ongh  he  kneir  it  to  be  in  saceesafnl 
operation. 

Ur.  UuxAsY  said,  it  was  eometEmee  the 
practjoa  to  embarraas  the  pnujrees'of  &  bill,  b; 
offering  an  amendment,  entireJr  differing  in 
ita  object,  though  he  could  not  believe  the  gen- 
tleman had  that  oMect  in  view,  in  the  present 
inetanoe.  He  oonld  not  attk  for  Kew  Jersej 
what  he  wonld  be  nnwiUing  to  give  to  Een- 
taokf .  He  preenmed  the  gentleman  was  favor- 
able to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  bnt  he  thought 
there  was  no  neoMdtr  for  the  sentleman  from 
"Svw  Jwwj  to  preaa  his  d^ma  m  behalf  of  his 
State,  as  it  had  a  tendeney  to  embarrass  the 
pasaage  <tf  tbe  biD.  It  wmild  be  bert  to  pre- 
sent it,  meritoriona  as  it  was,  discoimect«d 
^irith  that  of  an;  other  State. 

Hr.  OtvBBii^Ns  Btii  he  thonght  it  right  to 
■tote,  that  he  had  intended  to  have  offered  an 
amendment  to  this  bill  embracing  two  institu- 
tions, in  favor  of  which  a  bill  was  introduced 
last  aessioa  of  Congress;  bnt  not  wishing  to 
embarrass  the  hill,  in  which  ha  took  ereat 
inlOTest,  he  did  not  do  so.  Petitions  from 
New  Tork  and  FennOTlvsnia,  on  the  subject, 
were  now  lying  on  the  table;  and  after  the 
bill  got  Into  the  House,  he  should  move  that 
both  these  petitions  be  referred  to  a  select 
committer  that  their  merits  might  be  ex- 
amined. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  gendeman 
fhim  New  Jeney  would  witlidraw  bis  motion, 
uid  refer  it  to  the 
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Mr.  Wrsra  aaid,  a  memwlal  bad  been  pre- 
sented daring  the  present  senion,  in  behalf  of 
the  institution  eatablished  in  Pramsjlvania,  for 


the  deaf  and  damb,  and  be  had  prepared  an 
amendment  to  indnde  that  institution  ;  and 
he  believed  he  oonld  show,  if  on  appropriation 
was  made  anywhere  for  saoh  a  purpose,  it 
ihonld  be  made  there  also;  but,  in  accordance 


with  the  views  entertained  by  the  geotieman 
from  Kew  Tort  he  should  not  offer  it.  He 
believed,  with  the  gentleman  &om  Kentucky, 
that  they  could  not  make  an  appropriation 
fur  an  object  which  was  more  valuable  than 
the  one  now  mider  oonstderation.  He  ^d  not 
sa;  this  lightlv,  having  been  a  director  of  an 
InstitDtion  of  tnis  kind  for  some  tune,  and  being 
I  which  flowed 
lie  bill  without 
amendment  under  the  conviction  that  tiiiB 
House  would  do,  in  other  parts  of  the  Union, 
that  which  it  had  done  in  the  eastern  States 
and  which  he  hoped  it  wonld  do,  in  the  vaU^ 
of  the  Mississippi. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Ur.  ViHTON  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment, viz :  to  strike  ont  ^e  words  "  or  a  tract 
of  land  equal  thereto ; "  which  was  agreed  to, 

Ur.  Thohfsoh,  of  Ohio,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  except  ftaca  the  grant 
of  land  section  number  16;  which  was  aleo 
agreed  to. 

Ur.  UoCor  a^d  he  did  not  know  where 
this  township  was  to  be  taken  fhim.  A  good 
portion  of  the  land  whioh  the  United  State* 
pretend  to  oltUm,  wsa  ceded  for  special  pnr- 
posee,  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  nation.  He 
recollected,  some  few  years  ago,  this  House  did, 
in  one  of  their  fits  of  humanity,  grant  to  the 
osylom  in  Connecticut  a  township  of  land. 
They  were  immediately  after  appUed  to  bj  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  next  sesdon,  Qm 
HoDse  took  a  stand,  and  refused  to  grant  tt. 
aod  now  New  Jersey,  and  Pemisylvania,  and 
New  Tork,  are  all  prepared  again  each  t«  aak 
for  a  township  ol  land.  This  Hoose  was 
pathering  np  a  kind  of  le^lalion  it  would  be 
mipossible  for  them  to  get  along  with,  and  soon 
the  people  of  this  oooutry  womd  be  nnahle  to 
build,  a  school-honse,  nnlese  this  Government 
gave  them  the  money.  He  should  forbear 
in«Viiig  any  more  oonunenta  on  the  bill — ha 
was  opposed  to  it,  althongh  he  supposed  it 
would  pass,  IS  it  seemed  to  t>e  a  favorite. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroaaed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-mom>Tr. 

The  HoDM  adjourned. 
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AawBteaat  propaaad  ta  laqnlie  lata  tha  uyalw 
afaoamai  ' 
piriDtinait  of  nj  m 
boBor  or  tnat,  imdar  the  Diiltad  BWb,  dmfDf  Oim 
or  hla  alaotlan,  SM;  ihonld  nmor*  hu  thoai  ipia 
whom  tho  aleatlanal^t  imHn,  la  tanfulHaad 
nighlblaalhamln  that  •IceUon.SM;  anaBdnuliB- 
riad,  SSt ;  othor  unsBdmaDl^  W4 ;  tha  canmliM,  W; 
rapcrt  on,  SIB. 

A  raaolntlon  oouUend  TsUttra  to  tha  (ImIKb  of  Fnc 
Idantbr  the  paopla,BB4;  n  aaeond  alectloB  bf  tin  [w 
Ida  tmprMUoable,  BH;  nnOantood  tha  nbM™  ■* 
tobaaetadoB  th»  pnaant  aeaalan,  EBB ;  tha  fiatffil- 
ooltj  haro  In  getting  anjthta^  dona  WW  to  And  ttadfht 
tlinBtodalt,DSa;  nblaot  to  bo  «BtiDDad,ra:  MM 
of  tha  otbar  Hooio  anoh  tiiat  oothlog  eBdal  oa  h 
dona  bars,  tU ;  wa  miat  maha  lU  tha  Btata  at  ^ 
laaa  alu,.whleh  vasM  ba  tha  aflaot  of  tha  dMiM^ 
tarn,  and  thsB  na  wa  giTO  th*  aboOon  t*  tha  ft^ 
DEB;  BO  tin*  low  kr  tha  dlaw^aB  af  thai*>MM 
BB<;  aa  (qdnloa  th*  ooMtltBtloo  waa  toaaamllik 
toaah*d,BBt:  raacJatloB  laid  oath*  tahlt,SrL 

Jit  U*  fintaa.— BaaidDtloBi  nlithe  ta  Iha  MW 
ifitaBj  tot  tba  elaotlDB  of  Pndduit,  to.  oobMH^ 
I3S;  two  dlitlneC  matjoal  piaiiodtlau,'ffi8i  tk  m- 
iUtntJoBil  baailB^  of  tha  nblaet,  BBS;  tha  Mmd 
ProddantU  alaoton  bf  L^uitnna  a  tmiToM.  Wi 
otjMitleB  agaliM  th*  cMianI  tUat  Qitani,  W;  *^ 
•n  hare  tha  diatilet  (7itein,orna  ajatas ataH'"! 
prorldaooa  Uadlj  ragaidAil  of  B%  <M;  otjaeM  Mt^ 
dWilot  aritHU,  that  It  tanda  to  daatn?  tha  atw^ 
ilghta  «f  tha  Statok,  aad  to  pndnoa  eiHBri>diM,K 
Kuttonon  Iha  mbteot  of  Btita  i<gMa,m;a^' 
prtnolpla  ta  It  aantnud  that  tha  Blala  L^hUana  M 
b*  afwaTi  on  tha  rida  of  Hbart;  t  (M  i  a  Biw  ni*X  ■' 
tha  Btata  tl^K  BOW  liitndiwBd,  «1 ;  tha  aaaoidrM 
of  raftrrlBc  tha  eUelloa  bMih  to  th*  paa|4a  M  a  Um 
«H ;  tha  traa  prinalpl*  of  Ilber^  ta  lb*  aiJHUAa  ' 


poaa  tha  paople  eui  hiTa  bbt  ri^ta  tMoHMealTU 
thalro.       ■  - -^ 


, i  ohltf  niglatnta  ehoaas  fflraOlT  to» 

(reat  man  of  tha  paopla,  «M ;  a  poUtkial  tm]iii^li<>>tr 
lo  aBUqnllT,  «M;  what  would  ba  tha  •asBtltj  if  •« 
Ubartr  U  w*  urara  dapaadant  oa  a  dagli  dtf  I M;  <*<>' 
aaniof  all  froa  oovntilea  hart  baan  Knad  eomptlatf  ^ 
tha  aaleaUoD  of  thatr  U^hirt  oBUmk,  MS;  (aav«*  A< 


oAtbt 

tt*  pu-UdpMlDB  oT  U»  HnM  In  I 
npt  Congmi,  ind  rm  hhU  bbartr  In  th*  ytrj  ast  of 
Ito  TlUUtr.  (M;  tlw  anUkoritr  of  hlitwr,  g>T ;  in  cna 
putlcoUt  n  «nnot  itud  o  MmpulioD  with  th« 
AttmuDof  Eo^ud,  WT;  cAan  told  tliat  tUi  Oonm- 
umt  hu  not  AnffldflDt  p«tronaf«  to  pmdiuc  oorrap- 
lloii,(B8i  hiTO  tbs  peopls  of  tlw  BmU  Btito  ujln- 
UiHt  In  tUa  niDtdtsd  aquUtf  of  pawit  f  «§. 

Dthsr  nKlntJou  mbmlttad,  «n;  nbmd,  TOO;  an 
■tUckon  ElDf  Ouiaiu,T08;  pu^  li  dupraoitad, TOl; 
■  BiMtoB  mob  ud  Niw  Toft  imbbK  1M;  EdfalUia 
Onrt  Houa  *etn«,  T04;  donbtfnl  If  thM*  ilttrMloDi  In 
tbo  wonllallon  ■»  not  tuwouOtaUoul,  TDS :  tlw  utl- 
oIeon*inandmaut,IOD:  thai^iiAiiuit  ofth*  IMinl 
and  papnlu  prindplea.  lOa  i  tba  mtijHt  mattar  oC  tb» 
naalutJona  not  tha  moat  Importut  ronotlon  o(  tba  OoT- 
BnunDBt,  11/7 ;  tbe  geDsnl  tlckat  and  ths  dlitrjet  aja- 
lam.  T06 ;  Ufa  and  Mill  ot  thla  OoTirmnant  to  aigrdaa 
Ba  man  povar  than  It  naoaanur,  TD(; 
tDtbadntoial  cboloa,TO0;  th*  qnidlfleatloDa  of  Totan 
In  tha  dUEtrant  Btalaa,  lOt ;  In  th*  ngnhitlou  ot  thaai 
fonIUlatlona  tht  rnett  anDeeaafDl  attaeki  maf  ba  nud< 
an  th*  pDrtlj  gf  tha  elaetoral  fTanshlt*,  710;  qipolnt- 
Bant  afalactor*  br  Stota  LagUlatniaa,  Til ;  InMum  of 
tn  Bt*taa,Tll;  tha  lUi  prntHUon  of  themlooiltjIilB 
tha  DuOoTllT  or  tha  othar  Blataa;  ol^aatiatM 
aral  tiekat  ijatciD,  T18 ;  what  la  th*  aoBaHtBUOB  ot  tha 
BaBatafTlS;  tblal*  a  eoBttJtBtloiid  qotadan,  and  SUM 
to  tha  MfflpTomlaa  betwaf  n  the  fltataa,  TIB 
ef  tba  XieeotlT*,  HO;  thMnj  of  onr  llb«tl««,  n>; 
ftuthar  rwaaita,  IIT,  TIB ;  ouniptJbllItT'  or  thla  Hooaa, 

T1>;  offlse  and  Its  amolnmeot  tha  brlba,  T»;  Itarthar 
dabala,  Tn,  TH.    «M /wtw,  Toll.  1,  t,  t,  B,  T. 

EnuflH,  Join,  BapnacDtatlTa  mm  lUttt,  HML 
iBK,  con  qf,  tt  iHdtu,  Tol  (,  Bribtr^. 

CongnBa,«0*.    3t*Imd*a,niX 

AISIL,  WiLLUs  Q^  BepiaeaatatlTa  from  V.  T.,  HML 

4fipvMn*iitt,  XtumUVA—SuIoOt^  Tot  S. 

Jfprvyriallau.  Id  th«  Saul*  tha  Mil  Sr  th*  aorias- 
aton  of  tha  Cnrabarland  road  bam  tba  Ohio  ta  th* 
Hn*liiii(mn  oonaldand,  ITS  -,  th*  Btila  at  Ohio  asm* 
rsaaon  to  aak  tbl*  of  the  Oananl  OoTanimaDt,  ITS; 
■mna  ioTcaUgatioa  ahoold  b*  had  bafora  thli  bill  paaaa, 
in;  tba  nnmtatlona]  qsacUon. ITS;  tba  qnaatlon  In- 
TidTa*  all  tba  prlodplta  ralatln(  to  lb*  pairan  ot  th* 
Fadazal  OaTerament  on  tha  anhjeat  of  Intamallmprora- 
manla,  1T4;  TaaoloUon  of  tha  Kaatnckj  LefUatniB, 
1T4 ;  tn  thla  tha  anatomj  of  tha  Tedaral  GoraiiinMnt, 
1T4;  no  nbjHt  of  Imprormanta  praaanta  u  itarag  a 
claim  upon  Congraaa  aa  thli,  1TB;  tha  qnaatlon  of  zl^t 
ittOf  aettlad  hf  bvth  HoOMi  of  Congraa  aflar  tba  tnsal 
able  and  Klemn  dlvsoaaloii,  ITE;  bat  on*  oplnlaB  In  n- 
latlon  loth*  prcaant  maaaoT*,  ITS;  what  ba*  baan  tha 
pmrtleo  of  thla  OoTaimnant  ftir  twantrfMnpaatTlTO; 
■n  aatlmat*  of  th*  upaiu*  of  maUnc  tUa  nad  fMm 
WhetllBg  to  the  UlMlMlppl  ilrar,  ITO ;  IndaOnlta  peat- 
panamanE  loat,  ITT. 

In  tha  Honi*  tba  bm  talaUTa  to,  aosaldand,  UT ;  ob- 
]Mt  Of  tba  bill  lo  eontlsn*  a  gnat  natlanal  road  long 
dnea  plamied  and  partlj  aiaoqtcd,  Wa ;  tb*  aenaa  of  tha 
nation  In  fhror  of  a  Bjitam  of  Intarul  ImproTamanla, 
BU;lthaabaeniadd  tbatwhul*  ooattlbated  la  nota 
fltt,  MS;  atjwsla 
Stataa  ban  a  cMm  npMi  tfc* 


n  agnanunt  with  Tli- 


EX^ m 

BOW  piapotad,  Mt ;  ■  dlmrioB  af  tba  two  pa  oant  >»- 
trlbBtJon  fioa  nUnota,  Ml; 
tha  hbtorr  of  tha  maaann. 
pentlBg  tha  two  par  sent,  WO: 
(mit,  Wl ;  motion  to  atilka  on  . 

tha  two  pa  cant  ftind,  ni;  Inqnlr^  TafpaeOng  Uia 
cendltiDD  of  that  ftud,  101;  tha  cDDna  pcopoaad  1*  Mt 
tha  b*at  to  b*  ponnad  In  commandng  t  ajitam  tf  In- 
t*rnallmproT*meiit>,ISS;  laBdanoT- to  anna*  uMIoibI 
tNlUcSei;  Oonnmaatnotbomkdto  go  onwttb  tba 
OnmbarUDd  icad,  KH;  tha  EMtcn  and  Hlddl*  Blataa 
Inlaiaated  tn  th*  oranplatlon  ot  tb*  wotk,  SSS ;  th*  alala 
from  tha  wcik  *Inadr  aisontad  in  antUlad  to  coitfd- 
antton,  »0;  appieciiUlai  of  tha  nad,  tU;  Oil  pcUor 
onlr  can  oolla  tba  dIS*nut  asctlma  of  dot  arantrr  bb- 
dar  th*  *dTETM  dnnmutaoeM  whloh  mar  ba&U  na,  HI; 
will  CongTtaa  withhold  thla  boon  from  th*  oomlirr 
Ut;  th*  compact  batw*«n  tha  tJnJtad  BtaUa  and  tba 
Stale*  nonhwnt  of  tb*  Ohio,  ast;  etp«ltl«i  of  tteaa 
oontnwti,  HO;  fnrthai  aiplanatlon,  SH;  It  la  aald  "tt 
OoBgnaa,  br  what  It  baa  admeed  on  tba  OnmbailaBd 
toad,  baa  oompUad  and  mon  than  aarapUid  with  Ik 
oontnct  with  Ohio,  H& 

Tha  pnqioallloD  pramatma,  HT;  th*  praaaat  appUoft- 
tion  la  Ibr  *  nun  ot  niouer,  to  ba  aqiaodad  dd  inlanal 
Impmamanti,  HT ;  Congrcaa  bar*  not  jat  datamalnad 
thaj  will  adopt  a  ajalani  of  Intcrbal  ImpToramanln, 
HT;  tkct*  baTlni  a  bearing. on  tha  qnaatlon,  HT;aqBaa- 
Hob  ot  dlTOdt  ^ipn^Tlatloii  tor  a  road,  SBT  ;  raraa^a  on 
BitltDtliig  a  p«t  ot  the  ganaial  afatan 


b*i  omtrlbntad  anything  worth 
It  nt  anj-  Btat*  ampt 


HT;tb*TtaaBiUTn 
BiBilag  Ibr  Intanal  ii 
OblctHT. 

QuitlOB  on  apprafsUUng  |1S0,00«1  Ml;  tb*  qnatloa 
aa  to  tha  ailatanoa  and  th*  *unlaa  of  a  powaT  la  th* 
Qananl  QoTomm*Dt  to  0*117  IbIo  *lfect  *  ajatam  ut  iB* 
Ural  lapniTemanta  tmoonti  to  th*  qnaaUoD  wh*lh*i 
tha  sbIob  of  tbtaa  Btalaa  (hall  bapiaarrad  or  not.  Mi; 
no  mon  ri^t  to  aak  tha  Btita*  to  mat*  [ntamallmpnra- 
D*nta  Jbr  tta  (raaaml  wcjftva  than  joa  bava  to  aA 
tham  to  make  war  tar  tb*  g*n*nl  wtilhre,  or  to  bnOd 
fortUeotlaaa  ftw  tba  general  dslhooa,  MB;  la  tb*  oldeat 
of  tha  praiant  bill  of  nlBelaat  mignltnda  to  *iithorii* 
■B  applleatlon  to  It  of  Ih*  raaoDnia*  ot  the  natloB  t  Mt ; 
thli  pmpoiltlon  ia  to  ba  eonaldcnd  In  r*litr«n«*  to  what 
b*d  been  don*  and  what  remained  to  be  doaia,  SM;  la 
not  tUt  ot!|ect  JtuUr  eoUtled  to  ba  eonaldsnd  a  naUoBil 
one  t  H4 ;  in  not  tha  Unltad  BtatM  onder  *  poUttra  ab- 
llgaKon  to  eitond  thla  road  tH4;  tb*  pHnolpla  of  pna- 
erraUon  aUbida  ■  aaDldut  argiuD*Dt  In  n^iort  of  thla 
m**aiire.  MO;  eaoaaa  which  go  to  iBoioaaa  the  taadHM^ 
to  aepaiaUon  In  aach  a  ajatam  aa  ooia,  HO ;  onr  dnlr  to 
aDrrMttthamaolhraipnotl«bl*,MO:lt  marba  Mid, 
wbf  abonJd  the  Oeoenl  Oonniraant  siaka  a  road  Is 
tha  BCals  of  Oblo  f  H« ;  it  la  aald  tha  Waat  la  dUad  wItt 
andgnBt*  (Mm  tba  BMtan  State*,  Ht;  qnaatlon  car. 
itad,  MT;  Mil  ocdaiad  to  a  third  raailLng,  HT. 


of  tba  great  naUoiul  otjaota  to  be  attained  bj  the  eom- 
pUtkn  of  a  iTflem  of  iBt*rBaI  iiopraTemant*  wa*  a  ni»- 
tlTB  of  oondnot,  no  moaaj  *honld  be  i4>pToprl*l«d  ftir 
*Br  taab  objaot  ontU  attar  n  patlaot  and  dellbenta  ln> 


what  great  nadenal  oonalderatlon  ealla  npon  1 
adopt  thla  ijatem  Dow  nth*t  than  three  jtai*  hi 
MT  1  *r*  we,  bT  oonHnnlng  thl*  road,  to  preaam 
nDlonrMT;  the  argnmenU  In  bTor  of  tbia  part 
nad  Bar  be  ellhac  aatlanil  ot  partlr  n 


K-,gk 


tf  Ik*  wmt  M  tk«  TMton  ftatUr,  1«;  UU  pMHd, 
W ;  tka  tlitTMi  apoa  tki  «an«MT  «(  fli*  miuitij  pio- 
dOMd  by  th*  •QtDdltu*  of  thi  QsnrBBKt  Im  anr 
pot  g(  tht  «ntT7  baiaC  iMi  tboi  tk«  rmnn*  nlMd 

lBtt,l«t 

TUi  bUl  an?  ta  pw*d  wllkMt  th«  Mwapttaa  <f 
aif  povir  dUhnoE  ftan  libtt  hu  bMn  aiintMd  Ik 
tWMtrTMn.**:  ^DwdldttHHHiiiBii  oCUwfiann- 
BHBtlaOkiM  btflatlT*;  tkatnuMtuOonofttiM 
pvt  of  (to  Cilas,  no;  tUa  loM  !•  nirtad  bow,  ITL  i 
bmrm  yon  to  axpaad  yDoinrpliM  r  171 ;  kov  moah  of 
yva  aqHadltarM  htra  orMMdthaAUt^ulMt  ITl; 
w to pvt tba 

NofOU»,in; 
tf  tba  MpudlbuM  tn;  Nav  Taifc 


!■  the  Btittto,  ■■  ^ynpfUUgn  iv,  Mnaldand,  <n  i 
■  ■Ij  lillillllnlHIiin  nlatlTO  to  tba  road,  414;  Ikeli 
~  o  <tf  OUo  aod  MSamai,  4TC; 

;  tha  pei^la  of  OUo 
be  alda  of  tka  Saunl 
it,4TT;  thaLe(UitiinaafIhaBtat«tLnni^ 
rtlA  tUi  mad  U  t«  pat*  h>n  gtran  up  tlu  d^t  U  tka 
UatUdBt>taa(oDiakelt,4n;  tha  bond  of  tuUn,  «TI ; 
nad  I*  oallad  b;  tha  p«c^  tha  CongraH  Boad,  4T9; 
ill  tka  pUKBi««  ol  th*  Land  OOoa  dumU  ba  In  th* 
hub  i«  tha  lodlTldul  Btitaa  iBd  not  In  0<n«tM«  tTB ; 
tUthK  dabata,  Ut,  480;   ^>|mpriaUaB  paMad,  4S1. 

iMMntWiL  B^BapnaautatiTafriiinTL,  6M;  nporti  OB 
emimiulcatlOD  lo  Lalkjatte,  MS.  Ba  InSm,  Tola,  t,  T. 
Arhanta*  TtrHtert.—a*t  /itdos,  ToL  (^  nrrOorH^ 
Arbmuai  Witim  Soumdttry.—la  tha  Rouo,  a  bill  to  fli 
tha  Wattam  booBdarr  at  Arkaoiaa  ooBriderad,  M ;  tha 
axtandao  bilalatlDa  th*  prorbloo  of  tndlu  UrnUn, 
»;il«htoIth*  •attlaiatolhalaBd*  daoUd,8V;  tott^ 
"""*"■'  bdlana  tnnwd  looaa  aBtoog  tha  aattlan  irho 
bad  aaMned  tha  vUdacuai,  SB;  haidAlia  of  th*  di^ 
«inHt*iwgaottlM**ttl«i,N;  bill  data  not  TlidaEa  the 
tnat^.M;  IfthlaaitondoBbaallcnrad,  tha  vbolatDiut 
b*  nealTol  *■  ■  Shto,  BS;  hrther  dabata,  »;  bill 
pa«ad,sa.    S—Jmdtm,-nLt. 


feraooBpoMat  part  of  th*  Waatam  waton  an  afod 

pattMpatloD  tn  n^aotftd  i       

wMAbad  b«*a  «iiiidiiad,  t 
nportalnadr  aada,  no ;  amai 
TaatTammaaa,  OOO;  aliMd?' 


If.  1.1. 10,  T. 

.^fwy  AaarMoo,  praoanHM  «:— Ib  tb*  Beaata,  ■  UU  nla- 
UTa  to,  oondAand.  m ;  prnprma  an  Iiiiiiimm  iif  Mini*) 
and  a  TatonUon  of  apart  of  the  DKnar.STli  niU  tUi 
blllMOani^UditbadarinUaTaaiiltimilhaiDoataflkO' 
tnal  mode  la  to  par  thaiB  wall  and  pa;  tlwBi  pnmptlr, 
>n ;  what  haa  been  th*  principal  eaiue  of  il—illmi, 
iBoltBj  and  rabaUloB  In  th*  aiinl**  vt  Eaiopal  ITl; 
■attanl  oDtUn*  of  tha  prfodploa  Dpos  vhlob  th*  Mil 
h*dba*BBdoplad,tn;  n*T*t*aanny  oflta^iaoapalilo 
(<Bonn«haxpaiiiloti<aaan^  K);  two aaettoD*  <f  the 
blll,an;  mannatlBwhIebdaaertlonabadhtUHtobMa 
pimlih*d,sn;  what  haa  baas  Uwranltrf  tha  ban  and 
r  t  Sn ;  th*  aaaood  aaotloo  a  nuaanr* 

y.M»; 


HH.,J.^^-^rf^■^,.,^.^n^-^^  jf— .1  i       H  i  ,««•  |B 


id  to  be 


ni 


In  th*  Eotua,  a  UU  nlattr*  to,  ooaridand.  «■;  a* 
bill  lanlTa  Impoctast  prliidplaa.  «•;  the  ailMI 

«M ;  tdll  laid  OH  (ha  laUa,  fOfc 
■am,  Hmr,  Bepi  m  mtatlTa  ftan  S.  Y,  SM. 


Babo^  LnsB,  BfpnMntattr*  tm  Saw  Tok,  EBC 
Bailkt,  Jobm,  EapraaaatBttra  Aom  KiwiiAiiaatt^  EM  & 

BiLDWXt,  Jom,  BapnaaBtattn  Ann  Oaaaaotlent.  BL 


^T0J.T. 


B  tha  mode  of  raa^tloa  af  T^ 


Baiboo,  Juob,  rapaiti  oi 
lajetto  b7  G 

BeiiBte,l(n;  r<partir«l*tlTatothaiiippwa«l^iid'phacT, 

10T;db  thaBappreadMi<«pt»ej,llllM,lM;Dnlb* 

oeespadoa  of  iha  OracoB  ilTai,  m    Stt  Mat,tiii. 

fl,«,T. 
Bauohx.  Jobs  B^  BepiaamtatlTe  from  TIislala,CM;  n- 

latlra  to  tha  alaetku  ef  Fiaaldeatbrtbe  HoBaa,n«,  &* 

Stdtm,yAt. 
Baxboub.  Phiut  P^  relallTe  to  tha  Tlistala  iBllItai7  lanla 

bill.  (I ;  OB  ocenpiiis  clalsiaiit  Uwa  of  Kentaikr,  T4; 

on  reaniBaratiaB  to  tha  NiagBrB  iailUaffB,  134;  *a  ^ 

paoal  UwB  of  thaUDltod  Bt*i«a,t4Si  on  tha  Waattn 

Batlosal  road,  191 ;  OB  th*  mppreaaloB  gf  plmr.  SU.  >$•* 

/i>d«i^  ToU.  B,  1. 1. 
Babiibt,  Johb,  BepretuitatlT*  fran  Hatjlaiid,  DM ;  sn  tha 

PauioaCcognaa;  MO;  on  a  rito  for  ■  Harr  Taidal 

Btltlnxna,  6eO-«8i. 
Baxtlrt,  loBAMon,  «a  th*  miDWrfal  of  Edradi,  dS ;  a 

laniDDaratlaB  to  lA(iretta,IIS;  ei 

piracr,  Stl. 
BopreaaBtatlTe  bom  5        ~ 

■rmj-  approprlatloa,  tSi.    34*  tttOtai,  toL  T. 

BUTLIT,  liOBDBOA^  BepI«i*Dt*tlT*  frOnl  Ohklk  EM>     A* 

ItuUm,rai.Z 
Babtob,  Datip.  BaiBtar  from  UmouI,  800 ;  f»  tha  Jb- 

dldarj  bUl.  tW.    St  InOta,  toL  1. 
BAMMMTt,  BnnwBLL.  BepnaeatadTa  from  Virginia,  SN.  Am 

Adaz^  ToU.  1, 4, «,  ^  T. 
Atfhirt  at  Jlw  tWaaiia.-J»«  Ad<av  toI  4.  IXkAlMAi 

— ,Sm  Aufati,  ToL  (. 
Batu^  Fbabob,  BflfffflaaBtadro  tn 

on  th*  ai[dontloti  of  tha  North-w 

SmumarAaU,  elaim  4^— In  th*  Homo  mamortal  <C  la- 
port  on,  W;  report  eoBdduol,  SB ;  itat*  ottheqsastl^ 
V;  Br*Tl*w  or  the  hcO,  St,  TO;  arldeBeaa  ralatlT*  to 
tha  pcdBt  is  qneatian.  Tl ;  fluther  debato,  n ;  ecanmlt- 
tae  haia  leave  to  lit  again.  Tl ;  luttject  emildarad.  TI ; 
ntotlOB  to  riae  and  reflua  IcBT*  to  alt  agalB  canted,  H; 
ToaolnttoBi  an,  TEt  ML    :&ai  JikImi,  Tola.  S,  B,  8,  T. 

BiMnn,  Fbilzhoh,  OB  th*  ITeatani  HaUonal  nad,  MT.MI^ 
»L  BepNaealatlTa  from  Ohio,  SM  Am  AuI«^  vi^ 
•iT. 

Bill.  8Amn,S*Bator  from  New  HaiBpehIn,E5BL  S—Jit- 
ii*»,ToLT. 

BiBToa,  Tboiui  H,  in  the  trade  between  lD«(iB>i  and 
New  UoUaa,  108;  ptwenta  a  petlttan  nlatlTB  Is  A* 
tnda  with  Uaik8,U(i  bii  a>  -  ■   -  - 


;    C 00^^ IC 


Kilptlaii  la  th*  ]}al*inn  ud  Chmpeaka  oiul,  in ; 
nUlTe  to  tin  Lika  Snpariar  «0}ip«t  nslatt,  Ul,  ISt :  on 
Vtt  oomttBia,  of  tb*  Oregoo  rlrar,  18t. 

SenUoT  from  UlMonif,  WO ;  on  u  Mnndiotlit  of  Ilia 
OustltDtloii,  M8;  nporti  on  th*  unendnwDt  of  th< 
Conttltntlao,  RTfi ;  oa  ■mradmnit  at  the  CoBfHtnUoD, 
400;  on  th«  Fuum*  mlolon,  4N ;  on  Qia  oh  of  CoL 
Dalimi,  401 ;  on  the  mIo  («  rut  ImH,  <M ;  fbr  taUng 
A)dLlntliaLg>ilavlll«cuil,64(;  on  natrlstjan  of  £i- 
MDtlT*  iwtniu(^  {H ;  «n  411  unuidniant  to  the  Con- 
intattoi,  DOB;  oa  th>  JndMuj  bill,  DO^j  on  th*  ndno- 
Uouif  XxMOtlnpttnnac^tSU;  on  th*  gndoitlonof 
thopilM<>fpabllokDdi,M4;  on  the  Cn«h  Tmtr,  EW. 
A*  HUUa,  ToL  T. 

■nuo,  Jon  IC8«B*toc  from  OearEtn,aM;  onportrouK 
IB  HlMlii^il,  n4 ;  <m  tha  Fmuou  mlalon,  4ES  i  DB  th* 
Ontk  TiMtr,  089;  WT. 

KSa,  JTmuv.— A*  niittu,  toL  L 


ta  >  Wwteni  unioi7,  SM,    St  Itidta,  toL  T. 

Om*  Hgitt  at  HgmM  to  Ot  lumg^-Su  Jnfia,  toL  (L 
VooM,  Knoun,  SapnaentatlT*  from  IndUiu,  NO. 
AiKiO. 


AhhKv/wjCIUii^' 


M  /ikImi,  toL  B, 

to  th«  KUwu*  raf- 
ftia^UEL  BapRomUtln  Anm  Taimenl,  BM.  8— In- 
(tass  rait.  0,  T. 

Bsuroa,  Jobx,  th*  mbioriptfon  to  tba  Dsliinra  and  Cauia- 
paaka  euul,  ITS,  ISOl  Bautor  ftom  North  Cuolliit,»0; 
sn  tha  riorldn  luul,  «M,  8K ;  on  Iha  ilcht  of  tha  Pnal- 
daat  to  oonitltata  a  new  mUon,  489 ;  on  an  amaiidtuaDt 
tothaCaiutltstloii,SH;  on  tba  Dluul  Smmp  auxl, 
KL    BetIndtB,to\.J. 

Awidl  (0  Co,  petition  ol,  IIL 

Brtaak  ^prMlig4,    St  ^idta,  TOk.  ■,  i. 

SrtaiiBaUr  I*  lit  JWowara.— Id  th*  Bodm  a  retolnUon 
oiuiildaTed,  OSI ;  *a  InnpanbU  olijaotlon,  that  toal  In- 
teiMtg  mra  to  Inflnenea  the  Bodm  In  dgddliig  OB 
sljaeta  af  ■  pnbllo  tiMare,  tSi;  it  li  nid  the  pnbUs  re- 
•onna*  an  to  be  dlitrlbnt«d  althar  •oeaidlng  to  the 
nlatlTO  Impqitanoe  of  dtOnent  niUoul  oDdartaklnp 
at  ■ccDcdUc  to  the  popalaUon,  Ae,  (SG;  no  moh  dae- 
blBil  adTanoed  aa  the  gentlenuu  Impnlsa,  08S{  the 
bnaliwBlaT  lDtrln*lam]'  ■  nitlonal  otject,  and  leu  mon- 
•r  expended  than  than  In  other  pluM,  SSB;  If  thoae 
dtlaa  an  t«  hare  *  pnbrenoa  where  the  i«min*  bean 
the  largeit  pmponlon  to  the  pnbtlB  aipuidltiire,  PhHa- 
dalphla  nmat  b«  long  poatpooed,  tat;  the  pilndple 
■tilhea  a  blow  at  the  enUte  (rMwn  of  Inleniil  Improra- 
meota,  <KKI ;  In  approprlatlnf  Ibr  mj  ImprDmiM^  the 
whole  eonbderaer  ihonld  b«  «onilil*i*d,  NT;  InAinB*- 
UoB  aU  that  It  now  aaked  ftir,  asT;  th*  leMdntioB  alb 
A»  the  amoBTit  of  rereniie  aoUaMad  and  moBer  »• 
poUled  iB  Delaware  baj.MT;  drixM  nup«Bded,  OOT. 

Bbbok,  Savdxi^  vb  th*  ilalm  cl  Kalaon  Bonga,  Hi.    Su 

SixBT,  Wiuuv  L,  nporb  on  pnhUo  lot*  In  WuUniton, 
T>;  oBtheeUlraofl£aJMnBoiica,S14,  BeprwanlatlTa 
from  Lonlalana,  4U  IwUm,  tdL  T. 

A^aery.— iSMJi*if(«i,TOl><  1>& 

Mridn*  mr  the  CoinberlaDd  road  eantlnaa& — A  rtaolntlon 
of  tnqnlr;  r«Utl(a  to,  olbnd,  6W. 

SriUAAttrtmi<mt  on  our  Oommtrotr-Sf  tudtm,  yoL  & 

JfltUi  MimMtr,  entOtut  <^.—Btt  AdM,  toL  L 

BHMA  IiitH(ni-.—8n  /Mia,  tdL  4. 

SrltUt  Wat  ItMa  TWA.— Aa  Ai(i«  *oL  fc 

BtOWB,  JOHB,  SB  tha  WlbMh  MIWl,  n     AMifMlMI,T0LT. 

Sbowx,  Scuk  AiLiB,  on  th*  bm  maklBc  prorUgD  An 
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La&r«tte,101;  ob  the  trade  wtlh  UeTlao,ia4l  OB  th* 

approprlBlloa  IM  the  CrUBheriiBd  road.  III;  ob  tha 
■nbictlptlon  to  the  Ihilawan  ud  Ctaeaapeiti  eaad,  ITT. 
,Sm  Imtn,  ToL  7. 

Bboww,  Tmm,  B*pre««Dt*tlTe  from  New  Hunpabif*,  DM. 

Bnu,  JoBfl  H^  EapretestntiTa  from  HoMh  CaniUna,  COt. 

Bfoiuiuii,  Juijcs,  offan  as  amendment  reUUre  to  th* 
naTlgatlonef  WBatemriTera,a8;  on  the  diyof  a^oBni- 
mint,  St  i  moreg  an  amendmuit  to  the  bill  fM  the  Bat- 
tlement of  the  North-ITcal  cout,  HO ;  ob  nmuientlOB 
to  the  Niacin  antferan,  SOU;  on  crime*  agalnat  tha 
United  Btatea,  S44;  ob  tha  Tiotem  KaHoul  read,  1GB ; 
nlatlre  to  tha  elMtlon  of  Pnaldent  b;  the  Hoiiae,  au ; 
nlatlTB  to  the  aopprearion  of  pinny,  HE,  M& 

EepreeeBtatlTa  from  FeBEirlTula,  BH ;  db  the  (all 
fbr  the  proeeedlngfl  af  the  court  In  the  oaae  of  Commo- 
doro  Porter,  «D9;  relatlTe  to  dwartloB  1b  tho  umy,  004 ; 
on  le*»M  In  the  ooU*etlaD  of  th*  cnaloim,  000 ;  «i  tha 
BleettanofPnildeBtandTlseFreddent,RM;  onaDoaf 
BBdDnmb  Bt;lnni  In  EeBtnokr,  T£4.    ^m/ikIiic,  toL  T. 

Bcor,  CAnBL  jL,  on  remimantlDn  fa>  th«  Hlaean  mSvttin, 
Va.    Sm  Axlaa,  ToL  T. 

BDOBBn,  SKnuiD  A^  BepnaautitlTe  from  Kentnely, 
SM;  on  the  JadleUi?  aTatem,  ni.    Stladtai,  toLT. 

BmOB^  TmamAM,  EepraaaBtatiT*  from  £hode  lalandi 
EM;  on  the  Jodhdarj  tTttam,  W. 

BuBuiBB,  Wa,  BepreaautallT*  from  Uiiat,  SM  Sn  lit- 
«aa.T>>LT. 

Sliming  iif  On  IAbTmTi<^anvrtu.— Set  IndtB^-vH.  6. 


to  the  Slifu*  niAren, 


Cut,  Johh  V.,  on  n 
En.    «M  Aidias  ToL  T. 

OUAonM,  JOBii  O^Totea  fbr  at  TlM-Proalllont.  BM;  pr*- 
aldaa  In  the  Beaata,  SBO ;  ntamt  thanki  at  Ptealdent  of 
the  Senata,  EKS,    jSh  iwlB,  ti^  4,  G,  <4  T. 

Call,  Sicbaid  K.,  ob  the  road  from  FenaaooU  to  St  An- 
putlDe,  SSe.    Stt  Aula,  «oL  T. 

Oahbulkbs,  CBDBoaiLi.  0.,  on  the  daini  of  Bnnmardial^ 
T>;  OB  eompaiuatlon  to  the  Hlagara  tnlVerers,  lOI ;  on 
lamnneratloB  to  the  IHagan  inSBnn,  lU;  ob  tha 
Weateni  national  road,  ITS. 

BepreaentitlTe  from  Hew  York,  OU;  on  a  penalDB  to 
Hn.  DeBnj,  000;  on  tbe  Puiama  OongiM*,  «0;  on  tha 
eleotlon  of  Preddent  and  Tie*  PnHdeBt,  Tin ;  r*IatlT* 
to  a  Deaf  and  Dnmb  aiylam  la  KeBtneky,  T!IB. 

OAamBLL,  JoHn  W.,  on  nmnnendan  to  Oeneral  Idl^ettc^ 
%D,  810;  on  the  claim  of  UalaoB  BoBg^  n4;  Xepro- 
aeBtatlre  from  Ohio,  EM;  TOted  fOr  at  Bpatkn,  WT. 

St*  Indite  TOIL  0,  T. 

Omadiim  S^fltiiiti.—BH  ifulw,  ToU.  S,  tL 

OapOal  funMUKtiH,  aboUtloB  at.  In  oertaln  eaaai,  ISt,  «& 

Ctracaat,  riUtfirf.—Btt  Imdn,  toL  4. 

from  Berth  Otnlls^ 


1  Benth  OaroUBa,  SML 
Geor{1h,DM.    SHilt' 


Cabto,  Jon,  BapnaenttUi 

Sit  IndtK,  Tol.  T. 
Oast,  fiaou^ 

da^ToLT. 

AaA<tei,ToLT. 
OauBm  Oaiii;rt-lMal.—Stt  Iitdtm,  rot.  S^  and  Indai  toL 

T,  (wtMAneiU*  (B  tte  CiMuMhiMaiL, 
OBUBBn,  HnniT,  Banator  from  Alabama,  SSB;  daeaM* 

<€,tnt. 
QauonoM,  ^^  of  UajTlaad,  on  th*  extent  of  KieflBtlTa 

powsn,  040;  as  the  IMaoial  Swamp  canal.  BOl 
Chaxslbb,  Jova,  o 

ralaUTa  to  the 

lb*  I<k«  Bnpailoi  ooppar  diIm*,  1^ 


Google 


Baitorftvin  Miliw,  UO;  cm  tlu  pnTuUim  of  daxr 
tlM,n4;(aipattTiiwlilnlIlirfidpfl,IT^I8a;  if^iui 
a*  iBlHilptloii  to  itock  U  th«  LoaimUi  null.  Ml; 
«atb«  uUBt  or  *uoBlln  pnwoiiWO;  oaUwDInu: 


bU,M  TIi«liila  and  KuTluid  tMd 

on  UnUoi7,  XT;  pluof  filaBdi  to  |>t 

rioB  and  Ifau  gat  u  apprapilatlDn,  8>T ;  flutliu'  debUa, 

ns;  bill  g)4cnd  lo  b*  ongrowid,  ngj  pimil,  US. 

qtliapMfa  ■/Wgati.  »tt»A  on.    Aw  .IMfinv  red.  8. 

Outnouni,  VATHAXm.  H.,  BtprMUtttJT*  fnm  Tliciid^ 


llM^ToLT. 

CLATTOir,  Tboua^  0«DatoT  boa  1>flUiru«,  Ktt. 

Clit,  HcMmT,  on  th«  urlfitJaB  ct  irMtcra  ilTtn,  S;  oB 
tbo  fiUlm  oT  Bfluimualuli,  TS  {  on  ooeapjlKg  ^lAlmuit 
lin  of  Eantiukr,  74  TS;  Mi  tb*  tmIvb  baudHT  a/ 
AikuMa,B>;  Spokaiof  th*  Hou^lN;  bli  iddrMi  ts 
La&7>tta  u  SpfXkn,  MO;  db  tba  utiaul  nod,  MO; 
TotM  (br  M  PnddaDt,  aU;  TotH  Jh  «  TlafPraldrat, 
■U;niilf  b>tb«Tot«eflbukioftb«HoBH,UI.  Bt 
A.f«D,  Tok.  1^  «,  B,  B,  T. 

CbB«  Aovfv.— Am  Adans  tsL  ■. 

Coia,  TaoHU  V,  on  ttia  nfcnnM  of  Ui*  elilm  of  " — 
ehiiHtti,  HI ;  nlitlia  to  tb*  tnppraMloii  <J  pltMj,  lU ; 
oa  Ott  ipproprtatJon  tin  tb«  GnmbariaBd  igad,  ITS; 
ftuatur  ftiHB  Georgia,  MM;  od  ao  acieiidment  al  lli* 
eomUtntloii,  SM;  od  poat-tijada 
88S;  M  tb*  ■ppnpriaUBB  blU,  41^  411. 


uUBltedSt^ 


a,  BepnaastaUn  tnm  TauMMta,  DMj  ralatlTa 
narr,  Mb    iba  AtJaa^  toU.  1,  T. 
-      ^TOla.l,l:o)i«i>irf(a*« 
f»rla,  ToLB. 

CMmowI  JTMI-Am  A<l«a^  mla.  &  T. 

OoUtMmt  DiilHeU,  iHKini.— Id  tba  S*ut«,  a  bm  to 
aitabUab,  couldarad,  GI» ;  tba  bUI.  »«{  a  mamnrlal  on 
tba  nililaiit,  Kit ;  propitet;  el  graatlBf  III  pn^ar,  UB ; 
tba  mattar  la  aa  aipulisaiit,  K» ;  tba  amonnC  of  baal- 
naaa  to  ba  doaa  wonld  aoon  be  datamlB*!,  CW. 

CblvaiMa  B<9tr,  aeaapatlcn  q^—Io  the  Benata,  a  UU  Rw, 
oi>naldarad,ieS;baTa  tba  Cnitad  Btltaa  a  clgbt  to  tba 
ttnttinj pnpaad  toba  •attladlist;  la  Itpelltle  now 
to  ocanprlt  In  the  nj  propoaed  bjlbe  bllll  1S8;  a 
znOltaxy  aaCabllabmast  Ob  tba  baakaaBl^pjopoaad,  t8ft{ 
tbia  aatUament  aa  a  depot  tbr  eomniaRia  mnat  bo  tUI  of 
adTaotage,  IM;  npobUea  are  oot  Boogaaarilr  llmllad  to 
a  amall  tocHCorT'  1B4;  ao  obUfatlon  on  Cotl|i^  to  pro- 
rldl  tot  the  oeeapation  or  popnlatJon  of  thla  t  Ritoiy,  bd- 
leH  tba  Istanats  of  the  United  Btataa  ahonld  taqoln  It, 
IM ;  tbBporiod  nam  nil]  anlTe  whantt  will  be  propar  lo 
adopt  the  meainna  propoiod  bf  the  ftienda  of  tbe  praa- 
antblU,  1st;  (lieir  adoption  DoirTanld  iBleifua  with 
•ilatinc  raUtlona  bitwaen  the  Brltlab  Oortnunant  and 
oan,lS4;  theaanUtlaBt,ISS;  la  thk  tarritorjr  of  Oi^ihi 
OTBT  to  baeomoa  Btataof  tbaCnloot  noTar,  lUj  bow 
aboald  a  raTenna  b«  deilTrd  ftom  anoh  a  Btate  or  anp- 
pllaa  aeul  to  It  r  IM;  ftanhar  oooalderallaBa  igalut  the 
bUliieti  LoBg'adaaslptlDBofthai^anbejimdOoqa- 


A  eontaal  hM  been  (ofnc  on  batwaei 
and  Oiaat  Brttain  tn  twtatj  jaaia 
IN;  Ita  dlaeoTarj,  18t;  tnatlM,  188-190;  eitncdboB  ^ 
Weacbaa  of  Hi.  Foe  aod  Mi.  Fltt  nlatlTe  to  the  Kmlto 
Sound  TnalTi  1*1;  altlcio  of  Ihe  tnntj,  Ul;  OiaA 
Britain  baa  bo  eol«  of  title  to  tba  eoniiliT  In  quatioa, 
101;  paaiacaa  flem  McKanile'i  Rport.  1*1 ;  UaaiCTa- 
tlona,  bow  followed  bj  Oreat  Britain,  In ;  InanBiditaa^ 
OB  tba  part  of  Gnat  BritalB  <tf  IbDowinc  the  4fth  peal- 
lal  to  tbe  nminlt  of  the  Boekj  UoBBtalu,  aad  raltaAf 
to  fbllow  II  turOti,  in ;  title  of  Ibe  Ualtad  BtMaa,  IM; 
iVt  of  poHoiBloB  OD  tba  part  of  (be  Cnlted  Stato^  M; 
Greet  Britain  new  haa  tba  poMaadoB.  IM:  aba  i^M 
Ihe  poaaealDB  of  tba  United  Btatta,  IM;  Qtt  partj  la 
pfiwaton  In  ISM  wLU  bare  the  right  Dstil  tba  qnaatia 
of  title  la  dadded  bj  amu  or  Batotfatlon,  IM;  bb^ 
BUBuarln  wUcb  tbabllIbaihaeuopi)oaed,lK;  adm- 
tagai  of  oooDpattoD,  IBO-IM ;  vitUn  ■  eestiii7  a  f^m- 
UtlDD  greater  tbaa  that  of  the  Ualted  8Ui«  wtll  aiM 
on  the  weataldaoftbaBookTUoDBtalBBilOT;  aaMaa 
the  people  of  eaaten  Aala  of  tha  eBtabliabOKBl  ofatlT- 
tilled  powti  opoD  tba  oppoalta  eoaat  of  AmoikB,  UT; 
bill  laid  OB  the  table,  lOS. 

Odi  netloai  of  mlUtarr  defooKS,  MM ;  alioaU  wa  be 
iDTolrad  1b  war  with  any  power  Id  Soropa  vo  ^all 
alwaji  hiTO  time  eooocb  to  prepare  for  the  areB^  >■ ; 
tha  fortlflad  plaeaa  Beeaawy,  MS ;  part  of  tba  Ibraa  rt 
Baeketfi  Harbv  ooold  be  lent  to  Orngw.  MB;  It  k 
hinted  that  the  Inhabttaota  of  OragoB  Blight,  la  «~i 
beeauB  itroBg  and  be  dlqxieed  to  aapante  ftem  ua,  m; 
b  there  aar  thing  Terj  (backing  [n  thia,m;  tUarirw 
mutt  be  oeespled,  M4 ;  all  the da&aoaa  we  bar*  |Ii  ml 
and  are  plannlog  li  to  sschts  odteoIts  agalnat  tha  VBi 
of  Europe,  from  all  thii  Oregon  la  compaiMlMlj  bt, 
KSllt  la  tba  laigeat  rint  on  tba  whole  soaat  wbkb 
amptlaa  iBto  tbe  PaelAe,  MS ;  iBiportaBt  eoBilcIeralkaii 
wblehwUliwiltftoB]  th[tblll,MB;  the  tnde  to  Ckalaa 
bu  narar  beea  properl;  regarded  bjr  na,  MS ;  aa  opa- 
dUoD  of  the  whale  tnda  and  tbe  trade  to  tb  Tiilaa 
Ooaan,  SM ;  whr  ahonld  we  not  diailab  and  pnteot  tbh 
trade  I  Kl;  fbj  iboald  ve  not  hare  odt  dwd  aU|a 
bnUt  on  the  PaoUa  end  Bttad  ont  from  onr  on  poK  a 
the  ColDBiblat  MT;  the  maau  (f  imbdatnnm,  MT; 


roQta  than  that  of  I«*lg  and  Clarke  dlaeoTared  ta  Om 
BoathiMS;  thelBUreeta  on  Ihe  weatan  ooeat,  and  tte 
trade  to  China  aod  to  India,  MS;  thenamberataiflUBy 
poati  not  io  ImportaBt  *a  tliat  the^  be  prapmii  pjaniit. 
»S;  BmeodnHot  mored  to  leaTa  II  dlaereUonuT  wtth 
the  Frealdent  al  what  polBt  the  milliard  port  ahall  to 
faUbllahed,  100;  mored  to  recommit  the  Un,  MB;  na 
neoaailtr  for  thla  motion,  MS ;  two  faatiuea  of  t&e  bO, 
tbe  eatabUabment  of  a  mUltarf  poet  and  tbe  orsaiiiaa. 

tlon  of  a —      - 

contained  In  tha  eoramanjial  btttf  w. 

Amendment  to  Itare  the  locatloB  to 
tbe  Prgaldent  oonalderad,  tlO ;  motion  ta  atrf 
aection  anlhorialng  a  port  of  entjj  to  be  a 
110;  It  wonld  ceoae  dntlu  to  be  eotlgeted  fr 
powiia,  110 ;  thla  aitabUihlnent  to  take  plaea  aDly  ■!— 
the  Praddent  ehall  deem  II  expedient,  flO ;  BKtT«d  ta 
•bike  oat  all  that  part  providing  fbra  tarrlterlal  grr- 

wanled  for  masf  jeara,  HO ;  eipedloniT  of  eateblialiliv 
tb*  poet  on  the  moatb  of  the  Colambl*  rirar  donbcflu, 
no ;  tha  qnaatloB  aa  lo  a  tarrtloilal  goremnMat  or  ■ 
military  poet,  HI ;  flftb  aaetlon  atmok  on 


«1;  ; 


t  tte 


;    C0e>^IC 


it,lll,>U;  bj  tin  mM>Uihia«ntof  MiaUfy  pmti 
n  eonuBud  tfa*  tnd*  gf  CUa^  J^u,  tb*  ^Mt  Indlai, 
■ad  ths  Noitb  Fiidfla,  >If,  trhb  badlnc  bouw 
ewnniMMl  H*  far  tnd»,  IK;  ootiritaiirlkdlupall^ 
■IxHt  Id  ba  eliucwl,  lift;  thk  mlUliir  poM  tk  ~ 
•tap  In  Uw  IntrodnitJaB  of  (fab  VMm,  ItS;  bill 
tUid  dina  ud  puMd,  StL    dM  Aif«t  toL  T. 

CbuMMTM,  ./bnl^H,  ^  Oi  IMIid  AolM,  IN. 

C(HiHiurui/U«  tMtMl£(a(H-A*J<i.f«^Ti>ll. 

OnqMWMm  qf  lfmiiirt.—Stt  Judm,  toL  B^  Fa^  ^ 

Cbn^MfuoMn  q^  JVm14m<  and  Nm  A-h1<I«*(^-Sm  Ai- 

Coniot,  Lam,  BcpnwnbltlTa  ftvm  Hew  Janar,  DM; 

ToUdfUiwipgsksr,  a>I.    ,SMA<lM^n>lt.i,OtT. 
CbBffTH^  Flnt  wMloa  of  d(htouth,  E ;  M«Bd  •Mtlea 


It  In  18M,  ni    &(  AKk^ 


*oU.l,i,**.ll.«,I. 
Cman,  HniT  W„  B^mHstilln  tnm  Sotth  CknIlBk, 

OimUiUd  atiMi>%.—Btt  HOta,  tdIl  1,  I^  E,  T. 
OMtW*^  AipaKMi.— iSh  Ji•d•)^  Tok.  ^  ■. 

OantraaU,  Ot>ttnimtiil.—a—  JnOm,  tdL  S. 

Om»v  ik'i'MO-— ^M  Ads,  ToL  4 

OoBWAT,  HmT'W.iOn  the  mstarv  bonndujof  Arkauu, 

W;  d(l«^toframArfeuiHi,{IM.    A«J<>d<a,«eL 
00«x,  D.unL  P^  m  tbe  mtnurtkl  of  Xdvirdi,  M ;  a 
■mnDdiuBt  to  tlM  SspniM  CoiiR  Ull,  n;  on  tha  dif 
or<dH>rBm«Bt,eiMt;  on  UMOeoapstloiiofUwCBlt 
bti  rinr,  W9;  nn  thB  DUooli  ouul,  MO,  SU;  on 
•TMtcra  utloul  roid,  MS,  IGI ;  on  Uu  uppnMlon 
IdnsT,  MT;  nprneiltitiTa  from  DUnoto,  GMj  on  lbs 
Congna  >t  Puuns,  MCI;  on  ths  Postmattn  Oonanl' 
■■1>I7.  nt,  SIT;  OB  u  uTDj  ipimprliillini,  (81 
Ooom,  TitOHAi,  nport  on  tbo  paUtloB  o(  m. 
-      -         -       .     -  «._,8„ji„(^ 


"ta.  «■**!* 


Oxte  At  mO)  fty  jHtonteH.— Ah  Adw^  ToL  T. 
CburUJbrOtSeiOunHtitlrM  qf  Jfiu  Torl^Bm  it- 

partad,nB. 
Oawiou^  Tnuui  H^  oianontod  from  tlu . 

•SUBrt  Um  br  NInlH  Idvud^  ta 
TotK  foe  H  PnMnt,  SM.    SttJitOtm 

Ortti  JndiainuffBttaliam,—1aihtBm>—,mTmolallBanl- 
BttTt  to,  ocnddond,  Ml ;  ftcti  In  tha  «mi.  Ml ;  irhat  tha 
ExaeatiT*  b^  Alnetad  lo  ba  dona,  Wl :  tnithtt  Mm^ 
IM;  naolntltin  •grMd  to,  IM. 

Intlia  aanUa,ftbUl  nl*tlT*  ta,  WMldand,  ESI ;  eli^ 
camaMnoM  of  tb*  aaa^  Ml  j  (Mod  lat*ttd*d  In  tba  dH- 
trib(rtlMic<tb*iDoa*)r,S«libwO««rM>lb*  it(bt  to 
pttolba  azIaBt  pmiMid  I  Ul;  vm  It  fnnHil  Ihaf 
■bOQld  d0Mr  «l;  tha  amandmant  boUa  tb*  SMMarr 
of  Vu  nqnudbla  Icn  thli  mooaj  la  tbaaa  »— <i*"  u- 
eoidiBg  to  tbalr  Jut  clgbli,  1>B1 ;  abanotar  sT  Ibe  Oor- 
•nmant  InTidTMl  in  tbla  ml^aet,  BSt;  what  wat  tha 
ottlaotton  to  tba  treatr  of  Indlas  Bpitnpt  UI;  it  ma 
xoad*  br  ta  lunlBolant  nombai  of  Indian  ablaA,  and 
tba*  vaa  laaaan  to  n^aat  nndoa  InflaaBoo  had  baan 
sz*niiHd,E8S;  tha  pnporitlDi  of  tha  Boom  not  onl^ 
mmporUd  vltb  lb*  tnal;,  but  It  mat  tha  Tlav  of  tha 


Importam  to  tha  Diltad  Btata*  to  wbMi  tba  maBar 
VM  paM,  GST;  t^  tnWf  ot^aetad  tq  bacuM  U  WM  >•• 
■otlatadln(lM4,cei;lBat*atD*ln  tha  piaaMt  Mt  tf 


tba  paapla  ol  OaorgU  poad7  «iltmilatad,S88i  anptm* 
Court  IcofitBaadMMad  tba  ilcbt  of  Swxik  to  gnnt 

■od  Mil  tba  Unda,  KS;  tbo  mnidw  at  tba  Indian  oblaf- 
tain,  BW;  tba  ranrd  to  Wdc^  T■u^  A  Kldn  Ma ;  tbo 
Admlnlatntian,  though  It  oondainna  tba  ttwd,  tblntl 
wahaTano  powar  to  prarant  Ua  omaunmatlon,  US ; 
haTaweaolntanatlBprarantlngtbUtiMdtllM;  yon 
haT«  povar,  and  It  la  fonr  Intaratt  and  dnlj  to  ax- 
•ndae  It,  WO;  vaa  thla  Intandsd  frawl  knows  t«  tha 
Adolalatntlon  I  EM ;  tuthei  bati  la  tba  aaa,  Wl ;  nb- 


•atta,M«L    «•!  AiAb,  ToL  T. 
Oaimr,  Oaoion  W^  KapnaantatlTa  boa  TliglBla,  m. 
OHM,  lamaiki  of  Banatoi  Hajma  raktlTa  to,  417. 
data,  imlgratiU  flvm.—et*  Zndim,  toL  4 

tba  dar  a(  adjoBEnmant,  Xt.    a—  Jk- 
dai^  TOla.  S^  <  1^  S,  T. 

In  tha  Booaa  a  raaolntloa  of  Inqnli]' 
and  azpadlanoj'  of  in  appnprtatlon 
inoa  to  tba  Oambarland  nad  bill,  IM; 


a  totha  11 


OmbvIiMit  nMd.— AM4|!pnipHaMoii^TOk.T,B,andill-  . 

daav  vol*.  S,  4.  S, 
CsnUR,  Aman,  BapraaanlKlTa  froai  Oeorgli,  (Ml 


DtTH,  JOHK,  BapnaantitlTa  from  "-ri— 'niritti.  SM 
i>*q^aadi>iiM£  jlitdiHittafaii<wily.— la  tha  Booaa, i«- 

portonaiamorialor  tnilaaa,SS;  a  blD  lalatlTa  la,  OMi- 

•Idored,  TSS ;  not  a  ptopMltlan  ti 


1;  Aijlom  at  Saa* 
Tllla,TM;  imandiantDDoTadfoTatrlDmtnKov JuM7, 
TM;  a  pneadant,  tst;  amandmaal  njaoUd,  IHj  UU 
otd«t«dtoboaBgr[iaii]d,m.    i8m /itdi^  toL  & 

.Sa&itai,  rtperthtg  ^.—St  ^idtm,  toL  ■. 

~  bMtoaiHoauraf  agaHut  ffraot  Sritatm  viidtr  Jbta 
AOamt.    9Mlitdtm,j6LS. 

Dnn,  WmuM,  BapnaeataUTo  from  Kaw  Torb,  Ht. 

Dauaaoa,  OoLom.— Id  tht  BnaUaaotlea  ftiri  UU  to 
tha  rallaf  oi;  dSl  j  OoTaraor  In  v^fti  Lonlilua  at  tba 
Itmaof  UM  «MilM,dSl;  MaiAmd  to  Wait  Jloildi^ 


tboftaod  l«  maka  traatlaa,  bat  tha 
wBja  paaaad  In  nrlair  bsfliTa  tha  MaambUd  aatloi 
two  etijaetloai  to  tba  moda  polatod  ont  In  tba  ai 
maat  oT  tho  aatwta,  B8B;  Ibsta  lalatlTa  to  tiro  or 
IHlnta,HB;  thaqnatttanoBaot  man  fbm,B6<;  > 
<IPM  b«t*ain  tba  Baaata  lad  Bonaa,  DSSj  tha  E 
ntUf»dtoafliadrala,tbaHoaM  did  not,  BW; 


tikan,Ul;  notre(toi*d,491;  Donddantioni nlatlTa to 
tha  bin,  dSl ;  tha  maa  o4  BItT. 
JMowon  attd  Chttaptatt  OHtal.'-In  tha  Sanita.  a  UQ  lo 
anthorlia  ■  nbaeilptlaa  In  twbalf  of  the  Unltad  Btataa 
to  tha  lapftal  atoek  tf  tha  I>aliwin  aod  ChMtpaaka 
Oanal,  ITT;  morad  to  anlhorlu  a  nbaolptlon  to  tb* 
IHamil  Svunp  Canal,  ITT;  Idaatltr  of  tba  two  woikl, 
ITT;  thapnaaat  aotapmpartlBialbrtUa amandmant. 


amandmant  will  dattet  tha  bill,  1TB ;  Importanoa  of  tho 
amandmant,  1T>;  tb*  plaa  of  talatnal  UTlpltoB  (Ma 
St.  HaiT^  to  TariOnfton  u  aaUn  work,  ITS  i  I 


'Sle 


JMH  •(0, 180 ;  ■oMadBMBt  kat,  IBOi 

Xtstt  idiam*  pn^oHd  la  Ibr  tjlif  Am  pao^  t( 
(•tlMr,  IBD;   tUi  gorenBiNit  wi>  lotaodtd  to  b* 


Tb»  Wn  nUHirtiM  ■  (DlmliitlM  tt  mVH*. 
hWoiT  «(  tUi  onl,  M*  i  fflaUBoMomtflUifrgiB  i 
pKl)Mt*i  Ml;  tiM  fiMtMt  dUInl^  H  t«,b*(lii, »» ;  I 
Inuglma  that  tks  uUnB  l«  tot  foiUf,  MS;  ouipU  of 
M*«  Totk,  m ;  Mn  oMncd  to  b*  nfiMMd,  Ml. 

Tka  (UTor  bUl,  fit;  OontM  Im  tha  ilflit  ts  ota- 
■truet  nodi  andooiuli  nwlirtlMbUltUTpDiraru  w«U 
M  th*  poM-nod*  ud  port  oBoo  povor  glna  to      ' 
th*  oaulitBtlBi,  114;  whoBoo  dovodnfn  on  ; 
to  bsild  ■  foit  or  u  inuil  If  vo  lutn  B«l  povsr  W 
MMtnrti  iMd  oroMMlI  1T4;  Uttopowai  oralDod 
Ut  vpllMtlon  to  lutloul  atijoota,  ST4;  It  dionld  t 
b«  nuda  ^pannt  irbat  !•  th*  MitUaa  af  tba  aohama 
iDttnuil  ImptoitDMBt,  tT4 ;  T«a*init)irlUi,ITEi  tUilf 
onaofthoaa  woTkavUfkiiuitaiidwniba  aaeompUalud 
wHboat  (Iiaaldo(GaT«nimaBt,fTE:  not  p»d  haaband- 


•t  MHh  a  work,  m ;  tt>  Impoi 
iraaUf  onmted,  17B;  not  a 
companr  la  tba  oovatr^  wbleli  vUl  not  aitt  ■  rimJ 
•ppaal  ir  tliia  itook  I*  nbMrlb»4  for,  nt;  mvuiar 
ppwM^^tnj  vUb  a  propar  ajitam,  ITS ;  pnUlo  oplnl 
bu  BOt  onlf  7i)U*d  to  tha  pann  of  Uio  saaenl  gme. 
ttant  to  aiififa  la  Intoraal  Iraproraioabta  of  a  notto 
ehanetar,  bat  baa  ontitrlppod  and  fona  abcAd  of  It, 
jn ;  oTor  tiBco  tba  lut  nr  n  baTo  boan  miUng  aoi^ 
Taji  wllb  aTlav  to  mlUtarT  daftnoa,  Zll;  thli  bUl 
noommandad  bj  tba  wlaaat  eoniidantlaiit,  STT;  tba 
work  ta  of  tba  utmoat  Importuu  aa  reginli  all  tba 
(raat  lataraiti  of  tba  natjon,  tTt;  nt  Tlolata  do  Stata 
Ilghta,  STT:  tbla  cbaln  of  Intarior  oanala  Maan 
tba  mUlurj  power  of  tba  gsrainmiat,  1TB. 

Tbat  la  tha  ifatani  to  which  thu  bin  baa  nfa 
m  1  a  plan  omanatlDi  Ihim  tha  EieentlT*,  tJt ;  Con- 
(raaa  macb  aafet  lb  aeioeUiig  objaala  fin 
hiTtng  tham  aalaettd  for  It,  m ;  tha  n 
ilTalf  dLE«atad,  STt;  Importaneo  of  tba  Snaqnabafui^ 
trs ;  hacoaeitj  of  tba  aid  of  tba  QoToninunt  to  prarant 
tbla  nndartaklng  being  tnHralf  intarmptad,  ISO;  flu- 
tbaTdatimU,iSO;  blU  paaiad,  IStL 
0ateu<iraToK(aiFraaldant,lnl8H,nL    SuJndM,y6l». 

BtltQatffrom  Territoritt^St*  Ailie,  toL  1. 

Dtmmf.  Pmelopi,  ea*t  qf.—Ia  tha  Houae,  bUl  fin  tba  raUaf 
ot  oouldarad, 49 ;  it  Introdaeaa  aDawpiindpla  InKio 
penalon  lawa  of  tba  tJnllad  Btalaa  bf  proTldltif  for 
parmU.  48;  qoutlon  on  ttrtHog  oot  tb«  anaotlDf 
elaoaa  loat,  4S ;  bllIloat,4B;  Mil  oonaldaivd  again,  Ml 

Btitrim,  bounty  lo.—See  Itultm,  toL  S. 

DiOEiaaoii,  Uivioir.— BelatlTa  to  tha  Laka  Bnpailor  oop- 
per  mloea,  183;  acBalor from  K.  J,  IBO;  ralatlTO  to  an 
UBsndiiioiit  of  tba  oonatltnllon,  StS ;  ralatlTO  U  a  dji- 
trlbaUoB  of  tha  pnbllo  mono;,  ITS;  on  tba  daeaaia  of 
Oafllard,  SOT ;  on  tbaPuamamluloii,4n;onauaniand> 
nant  ta  tht  Ooortltntloii.    Sh  7n<I«,  Tola.  B^  4,  T. 

iMptsautld  I<iUrt<mn4.'-Stt  Udm,  toL  S.  | 

Bt*vntn»^<^OL4i»iiUawunuit.--etthidm,-ni.'t.      I 


■ta  thoBantat  nUB  li 


DaanoH,  'WtuiAX,  B 

DM ;  M  tba  FaM^  Oa^iM^  41^  m. 
I>inlUnf—Sm  Adm,  rd.  t. 
JMlM  OM  Ja^or1*.-~'lB  Ot*  Hoon,  iqMaOoB  IB  Ob  pwp 

'■'  I  —     -   ii- ii  ii.  n  .T.I  II  I    J 

lanuAa,!;  dlflataaa*  In  tba  ndattTO  ModMaB  af  i^- 
onapaitaoftbaUnloBiS;  tba  Int  cuaa,  • ;  aabacTl^ 
np  of  Oa  dabt  propar  of  tho  UBltod  Stats  ^  ^  ■aifk' 
•npaoplaat  aa  ananuoiu  daproelatioa,  •  i  Ha  aaao^ 
tt0Bb7tberadaTaiaaTarBiBaBt,>;  poondaa^Utf 
tr  DIllIgM  UKft  tba  uOm  «f  tbo  Harth,  W :  Ma 


owfla;  aaprlcapaldltarthaaaatloa  tfnQ  that  par- 
on  of  oqitlal  whleh  aoaaiatad  of  tha  aaaomad  daba  tf 
la  Btatea,  waa  tba  llii^  tba  aai 


intaraat  of  anj  pait  of  tha  Hmmnnllj' tv  tba  Idaal  foad 
of  tha  wbola,  10  i  no  oaaa  on  raoord  In  irtildh  a  |a*f*^ 
rittou  U^  ttal^  aaddanlr  during  tha  wbola  ft*MB  tf  a 
Doimtrr^  P^lar,  waa  aTar  amiad  bj  tbo  laaa  ■ 


11;  IteoarfaMaf  tbapawaroTSia  t«tval  (Mw^Ht 
andtbapowaroftboBtataa,U;  laMth  la  pantawit 
lI;n«TaT  vaaa  Oanatttntloa  In  iriilob,l>ria  n«ta 
aiardta  tt  tba  powan  of  Iba  OoraiHBaBt,  tho  paapla 
BM7  not  bo  drlTOB  to  tha  aitnagl^  gf  niJalanii  kr 
fcroMl ;  If  aaewtAm  Often  70*  dnv  tba  laat  AS^ 
from  onr  poekata,  what  an  tba  ebaib  of  the  OoaMB» 
tlanloBafll;  a (l( fin tta Cenatjtatlaii, IL 

DUBcnl^  id  (onndnc  with  aobrletjr  laj  pan|il»  rt* 
■raoTOT  bead  and  eara  la  dabt,  11 ;  adnatafM  af  Xit- 
land  anomaratod,  II :  bar  dlmata, U ;  lin  lifiniiii.tl , 
bar  T«*t  badi  of  ooal.  11 ;  daatrof  bar  eoal  In  a  d>r,  aal 
Ton  ent  at  oiea  tbariBanorhBrpawar,  11;  boTBaMk 
and  bar  tin,  II;  if  wa  adopt  bar  poUey,  «•  MMI  afcn 
bariutllatlonaako,ll;  «•  tMBot  a&ipt  bw  astalar 
"  rpoDv-ailtk 


U;  M  trmj  ttw  vnld  if  nw  «Ma  (anld  oiiIlMt  in 
tmlm  U  tUj  iButij,  11;  wlat  n*  w*  BOTT  fa7l>(  to 


n  taUac  tiMB  i«bT  Um 
il*r  U;  I  npnbHul  thtiratil  *ad  ainbltiuiu 
aspect  at  Ik*  Xx*eUl**  OaTwaBmt  to  tUi  Mil,  U  ; 


lo  Iha  Willi)!  iplilt  ud  Itt. 

bau  latiBtaHd,  Ut  tbi 

«f  Minmlirmtti  ud  N«w  HaopiUn  npd  tUi  UU, 

vUbt  BUB  la  hua^  ahlr^  with  dxr^Ua  H)[lw« 

tha  tne  nmadT'  for  ths  Iron  nuiiB&atBi*!  of  PuiB^l- 
nnU  li  ft  dKluitloB  of  war  la  Muk,  l<i  dtlM  ud 
8tat«foT<iri(dBitlfa<bm,U;  wlut  wUl  bi  tlu  tiaot 
«f  UilabUlgB  tlHBpaUiHnBtotMr  1(;  ilinddtt  (o  lock 
■llt,Uj  wsdonot  meutob*  Iknttuid  mt  of  anr 
tlahtibjttM  ousjugif  iBoUieT«eBnu,nj  tk*  umai 
•(  Bs7,  QulUi,  Adua  Bmltk  and  lUBirdo  proaoBsoad 
notoBlr  ia  tnma,  bat  la  a  tOM  of  inaailaB  oaalampt  ai 
tWobut  llworlita,  ITi  tk*  work  at  BbaidB,  IT;  n. 
■i«ika(ifBBtlHaadrax,lT;  It  ti  Hid  tka  •wombIiC* 


lamMWuaoftkli 
It  tn  tka  paopU, 
I;  esi  Atkan,  bow  did  tkaj  aagBln  tbalr  fnpwtrt 


aim— It  la  aida  Ibr  AmlgMii,  aotUn  oonalTaa-te  tb* 
pntasttoasfAralfBaadaetBf  AaniltaB  ladaNtr,  18; 
■atm  of  oat  CDaatltalion,  It;  okinatar  of  tka  pnttat 
W]l,»;  wkatararmijUaldoftbemlwitUadaonBaala 
ol  tbt  tktorim  of  Tliflala,  ttaajr  kara  tka  (OBAdaaat  tt 
naltad  Tirflala,  U ;  vhat  li  Ihara  ta  ladiu*  01  tophai* 
Into  tka  Tortu  of  Ib«aa  arili  w  laTaialr  Ikit  1b  Suopa 
from  tbli  Ttrj  BaBB&otailBf  aad  paparpollejf  M;  [f 
w*  adopt  Ikli  polloj,  wa  mait  adopt  Xnnpaaa  IhUIb- 
tias*al*i^£& 

Tka  bla  of  tbli  blD  li  no  loo|*i  doabtral,  H;  tha 
ptlDdpal  ohjactleu  niftd  afilaat  tka  bill  aiaiulBed,  U ; 
th*  UU  ooabatad  br  tka  nrloaltanl  lotartat  of  tk< 
BoBtk,  tka  iBMBllwtBilat  lataf  t  of  tba  Sait,  and  tka 
CiBUBl  iBtONBt  of  oomaaiw  and  Barifatloa,  U  ;  tba 
pntaeHoB  of  auaaftolariac  lald  to  ba  hoatil*  to  tki 
■SrioBltBTa  of  Ik*  floath,  11;  ((sUamaa  ctf  tba  Boatb 
nlalika  iltofatker  tka  BltlmUa  opantlDB  oC  ttau  bQl  a* 
Ibr  at  Iktir  acilAiltDra  !•  ooBoanad,  II ;  tbif  dan^  tbtt 
tka  oottoB  marktt  of  Earop*  b  In  dU(U,  11  j  tba  bill  1* 
Mdd  to  b«  boatila  lo  tba  (aacial  Kiloatlnral  tetnoit  of 
tha  eoBBtir,  n ;    wbaaeFar 


n;  Impo^bl*  to  Mr  kow  Ik 


X.  7» 

t*nMiottbaTr*aMU7,t>i  tl»  ofl(lB,  profNH  ud  »- 
mlta  «Ctk«  dlBatinaa  polity  w*  kara  paiia*d,M;  lUa 
bm  kaa  oulled  tba  boallll^  of  tba  mi 
•B^ll;  liitaaonaet  poUorlo  atlaialaU  ■: 
mtat.  bf  addldoBal  protaetloB.  the  b 
tonatoftklaooBatiTrS;  tklt  U  tba irowlBa  aad  al- 
raadrbiTOiUapollorof  AbikIdb,!!;  tt  It  with  aitloaa 
a*  wltk  ladlridumd;  It  k  aM  SHIuxI  k  ttrad  of  tka 
naliMlTa^Btaii^  aad  wOUBcasd  aailoBi  to  abandos 
1^M(  tka  TOir  flat  IkatXi^aDa  bat  b*«n  taablad  to 
atoomnltl*  hot  tnuMaatdtbt,  and  nutalBbaitaltuidai 
Ita  tremaadoni  prtaaara,  eanriM  witk  It  aboac  arl- 
dtosea  of  Lh*  tTtraardiBarr  InflaaDon  of  kar  iTitaai  apoB 
tka  ratonmat  aod  woaltk  ofBaClotiB,  M;  tba  adTanrlM 
oftkabiUiflasttaraiard  It  aa  a  qoiatloB,  wkatkar  wa 


a  noral  pnjoa^  W;  tta  ptiaol- 

ltOTT,» 

aatof  UitiBl4ast,lt;  doa  nol 


Btaltaman  that  a  maitBi*  lirlnt  T*I7  kaarr  baidaaa 
npOB  tba  wholt  oomuoBltr  on^t  not  to  ba  adoptad 
with  a  bara  m^orltj  of  tba  aatloaal  iipitttBtaltTta  IB 
^  If  put  of  a  va- 


to  laoalTa  tkair  dlntllan  ftotn  lodlTldaal  ticaid^,  win 
(intllj  taak  and  apaodUr  fltid  tka  uoat  proBlablt 
»tloB  to  tkla  gcBaial  pladpla, 


inbaJoatUladttS;  i 


te ;  wkat  ai 
of  tha  OoranuDtnt  «a 
(trtotiT*  artttm,  oor  oa 
otXaropawaialmoatantlialjaiuiUiIlUad,  andonrawB 
maBBlbatBraa  had  llttla  abort  of  an  abaolata  moai^lj 
of  tka  boBM  markat,  W ;  wbaaarer  larga  liiTtatmaala  of 
capital  kara  b««B  mada  Ib  ooaae^iDano*  of  a  ttata  of 
tkinp  prodooad  bj  tba  naoeaaarj  aaCt  of  tba  Qoran^ 
Dunt  ItaalC  tk*  OoranUBaBt  la  ondar  a  monl  t-Mlfatlow 
loaxtfnd  lo  tka  lDtan>tBtksaoreat*d,areaiooablapn)- 
taottoo,  M ;  wkat  la  a  rattosabl*  piolaotloa  in  aaiA 
tataat  tt ;  tba  protaatloii  tf  Ikoaa  aatabllibmaBta  wbIA 
oilclnatad  IB  tba  war  la  wt  tha  objact  of  tlila  bill,  tt ; 
tba  waat  of  amplojinaBt  oa  tba  part  of  tba  dtlaoBi  vt* 
aiBlBad,SOi  tba  MiddlaaadTaatomSlaUahaTaattUa 
momiBt  It  taifO  a  ihti*  of  Ikt  maani  of  poalUra  aqjof- 
in*BttttB7  o^tpoitloB  of  tka  UbIob,  n;  aftwwoiilt 
oBtkaUlanataof  tkaWat,!!;  tba  mott  ImportaBtti 
tb*  Dtaiu  of  ttantportlaf  tbali  prsdnota  lo  martal,  n ; 
tka  trade  of  Uto  (took,  M;  tba  raonBinaiidaUoBa  a( 
Hamilton  waia  tba  raraiaa  of  tboaa  aatrlbad  to  bin,  n ; 
tkopiaotlea]  opMatloB  of  tba  WU  aoth*oomBiBnll7,ni 
wiU  oparata  ai  a  tax  lotbtaitani  of  fOnr  nlUloaa,  M; 
laarlHea  the  laboilaf  clataat  ftor  tka  baoallt  of  tba  eapl< 
tallala,  U ;  tka  qnaatJoa  U  batwoan  thoaa  wha  prodnaa 
Buna  than  tbij  oosanina  of  tba  attklaa  istjaet  to  intf, 
and  tboaa  wko  pnnbata  that  ■atplu  prodaotloB,  tt; 
aipeilano*  of  Qtaat  BiltilB,  K ;  BpOB  what  piladpl* 
tan  tbt  pn^ailtr  and  btpplaaat  of  Oreat  BiltalB  ba  aa- 
grOiad  to  bar  iTilam  of  eoBmurdal  rattrlaUoaafM;  It 
la  laid,  tbli  Qaranuntnt  oatbl  to  pniaaa,  ai  aaaitr  aa 
pcaatlcabia,  neb  a  poUer,  In  ralatlOB  to  Iha  dlflaraat 
pntloaa  of  tba  DdIob,  at  aaab  of  tkoaa  poitlOBi  wonU 
r^paettTelrpaiaaa,  Itailitlniat  aitparata  oonfodaraor, 
U;  IkaoottoBoftbaBoBtban  Btatla  kaa  raaohad  tha 
■ritlal  palatiB  tk*  oompatlUon  with  fcralfn  oottsM, 
wban  aaj  natarlal  deranfamant  of  oar  oommarolal  r** 
lattoaa  with  draat  BtltalB  matt  aipota  la  to  tba  bamd 
of  lorin(oatniaik*t,K;  aotna  oeaaolaaon  If  Itaoaldba 
btUartd  that  ttahtairylmpadltBaiwhloh  wait  opttita 


FrtrideDt  to  dlsoDDtliiB*  dntlH  of  tonsK*  or  Inpiiat  « 
jttuJMtKuij  uUoD  TUch  hHdliomtlBiud  Um  aim  on 
T— li  of  tba  UiiWd  BUtH,  mi  orlflB,  pninM,  ud 
•Sk*  of  dlKilmiiKtlnK  daUn  la  eor  nmnHnlil  hl*- 
toiT,  >T4 1  HHTiil  wUh  aa  eonniDHnt,  >Tf ;  lint  gn, 
tJt ;  MODBd  *n.  KIT ;  third  en,  ITT ;  lUm  Df  urlfk- 
tari,STT;  opantlan  ortlMKtof  Confnn  of  IBU,  ST8; 
TtmtltM  npsn  tlu  third  an,  m 

DaMtt  OH  TlHHHlffA— A<  /ful«^  tsL  1 

I>WWBT,  HiKiT  W.,  OD  tha  illlm  OF  Bewinnrdwtoi  Tl;  on 
i«nu*ntkiiiloa»IIli(ii*ni<'U«n,Vtl;  ogUupeul 
ooda  <rf  tha  United  BUtM,  «8T;  Bapnaantatln  from 
lIiH(iliu*tt*,BN;«iitkaPuuiiKOoiifra^MllL    A* 


■uoH,  tomi  H,  «  paUtloBt  from  txttftm.  111 ;  Bautor 
A«B  TennaMM,  KO;  od  poat  iwda  la  IDiriiripiil,  M. 
Am  A^s,  nil. «,  T. 

javord),  JRiUm,  addnm  9;  Is  O*  Aawi,  pratknliic 
B^irgea  v*<»t*  tba  Baaratarj  at  tha  ^aamrj,  ST ;  tht 
addra^n;  Ita  ■pacddatlaiu.n;  ItareadlBg,  St;  atjla 
■ad  tamptr  la  wUeli  It  ■•  witltwi,  SS ;  ou  raaaon  fer 
pflntlDC  ta  that  tha  ladlTldBal  wh«a  aharastar  la  m- 
■allad  In  tha  »ddrta>  ftaBdi  In  *  nry  paonlUr  talitlaii 
to  tb*  poblle,  aod  the  peopla  irlU  fist  1M  ladaBad  If  thl* 
MQuatloii  li  prsTaated  froto  (alDg  ibnad  to  tha  irorU, 
K;  If  tha  ehargea  deMrtad  tha  ohmoCar  of  nuUcnltf 
dUHgld  upon  Uiiam,  that  miUgnl^  voiild  rceoll  apoa 

t      It*  aathiir,  K. 

Ftnt  dntf  of  Coagnm  wat  la  look  to  It*  own  rnnria 
rad  prawira  Its  own  dlfnlt;r,  tS ;  thli  Ronaa  not  to  ba 
OODTarted  Into  an  arana  on  which  prominent  poUtloal 
miB  vcie  l«  oanr  on  thalt  paraoiul  oootuta,  or  ■  mara 
InatnunaDt,  throng  Ita  power  to  order  papera  to  ba 
printed,  of  glTisi  pnbllol^  to  lay  thlpf  they  might 
diooaa  to  write  agatut  aaoh  other,  SS;  It  ahonld  ba  *x- 
amlned  b;  a  comtiillte*  belbrt  It  It  printed,  IS ;  tha 
ahargea  are  ■  mere  raltantloD  of  thoaa  mad*  by  the 
A,  B-  oouplraton,  SS ;  proeaadlasi  In  the  laat  Oongteae 
im  the  matter,  «>;  tha  Mtuk  than  ooaKdand  the  moat 
InBunona  eotupltuf  aver  fbrmad  i(Binit  lh<  rapatitlon 
of  taj  men,  S9 ;  whj  hu  thU  Hlnlatar  to  Uerlao  left 
the  eobtect  of  hie  deAoos,  end  reftrred  to  the  nbfeet  of 
the  tllldt  Introdnotian  oT  il*n«  b;  1  mu  who  WM  th* 
friend  of  Cnwford  I  M ;  la  he  to  ba  aeeonnUUe  fbr  hb 
Mmd'i  ooodnotT  at;  a  dellbente  dealgn  to  crista 
npon  tboM  ftetlnga  which  *t  thla  lime  as  mnoh  agitata 
lU*  MiiBtrf  and  thla  Bonaa,  S> ;  motion  mad*  to  raftr 
to  ■  wleot  uommlttee',  St ;  motion  to  print  withdrawn,  10. 
Hore  [mportuea  glrea  to  thli  nblect  than  It  de- 
MrT<e,4D;  an  ivdlnarj  qneetlon  to  print  e  longitato- 
mant  Ibr  tha  naa  end  Intorraitlan  of  the  Honaa,  ud  not 
fi>r  tha  public,  W ;  no  aril  had  eTar  utoea  from  printing 
ptpan  bj  the  Honie,  U ;  It  wai  Intended  at  e  iOrt  of 
legacy  br  the  anthor,U;  ohjeetofthe  writer, U;  00m- 
mlttM  appoliitad,  40. 

BeaolnHon  ollflradlo  intom  tha  Prealdeat  that  anln- 
Teetlgatlaa  wat  ordered,  and  that  Bdwarda  mif  ho  In- 
(tmeted  not  to  Imts  for  Hexleo  at  Hlnliter  nntU  after 
tha  li:viiit]gatlan,  40;  Honaa  ralkue  to  soulder,  M ;  ing- 
t<«t«d  that  tha  member  from  Virginia  ml^t  Mtwtih 


to  terra  from  Bo&Tee  (f  delUur,  ^ 


tha  Preddentofthe  pnrpeae  to  InnatlgBta,  4>;  elallB 
motion  pnHenalj  ofltoed,  0;  alt|eet  tn  pnrent  ear 
ooDUon  batwMn  the  XieontlTt  and  LeglilitlTe  bruA- 
tB,4l;  eommlCtM  datermlBad  to  coll  Mr.  Edwvd>,a: 
ooorteej  rnHlrea  thU  noHea  b*  glTCB  t»  tha  Pieridea^ 

- iap.,e;orir 

io«Mi«lnaa 

!*«■  of  the  popoeltlon  wUd  BompraolU  tha  pa- 
eaedlngt  of  the  Honee,  41;  aottng  by  on  own  vtrtna 
and  power,  and  hare  ttunght  ^oper  b>  adviaa  the  El- 
eentlra  that  he  nef  take  en^  order  ee  io        -     -   — - 


meClin  to  tar  on  the  table,  a;  loM,  4*;  I 
Iht  ftiiher  IntarpodtloD  of  tha  Honee.  oBd  It  mill 
Improper  to  lall  **  It,  41 ;  the  eommlttae  hare  pa 
to  tend  Sir  ptreona  and  ft"*.  **  i  Q»  oonuolttBa 
TOQnaat  the  InlerAnnoa  of  the  Encotl**  if  it  It  ■ 
earj  to  BoDpel  tha  attendance  of  thlt  indlTldnal.  41 
Mo  anah  Indlipenieble  neoettl^  Ibr  the  preeew 
Hr.  XdwBnla,4>;  tftba  aoeniar  lllee,  the  ll 
sngfat  not  to  ba  deliTed,  4S ;  the  eaBualttFa  ate  ael  g»- 
IngwhoUrtonvendtbeinTeetlgation  to  wnlthraaj- 
bodr^  Itlendanot,  4S ;  mored  to  lecoODilt  t^  repect, 
44;  the  writ  la  now  on  Rt  war,  and  ICr.  Sdwarb  will 
be  bnngbt  hare,  whether  we  nte  one  w^  or  the  tOim, 
44;  whet  do  we  lek  of  the  Pierident?41;  to  eld  ■>)■ 
brisging  thle  mlniitar  beflm  ocT  44;  we  neod  mi  m- 
thorl^  from  him,  44;  the  eoorte  of  the  ODmrnittea  1 
pnpei  one,  44;  tha  Indlvldnel  now  on  hie  way  to  Sow 
.  Orleana,  44 ;  he  ean  yet  be  oTertaten,  44 ;  only  object 
of  the  oommlttea  It  to  glre  the  Preaident,  tn  1  iw^wt 
fal  manner,  Inlbrmatlan  of  what  they  IntsBdad  to  da. 
44;  motion  to  recomoilt  withdrawn,  44;  the  qweattai 
le.  ■Iiiitlmi  Ittintrranaijtn  iriH  njiin  Ttrl  Tlmrrr -" 
the  eommlttee  to  eerry  Ita  powtn  Into  eieootloa,  41; 
motion  fbr  amendment  withdrawn,  4fi ;  the  oommCtbv 
h*t  not  power  to  eommnnloetethelbot  of  bringing  talk 
thle  IndlTldnal  to  the  mMent,  4S;  report  of  ttie  com- 
mittee agiaad  to,  49;  maaaaga  ftMn  the  Preaideat  elit- 
tng  that  ha  had  notlfled  lb.  Edwmdt  not  ta  len*  Oe 
eonntry,4& 

A^tKtntmtiU,  day  (g^T-'BcMdntlon  of  afljiiai  ■■iinl 
oonMdered,  TS ;  a  eommlttee  of  tnTeetlgaUon  appoCnted, 
and  an  olBoar  of  the  HoBM  Oatpatdad  ftir  tha  pmmi 
who  pref*rred  the  cdiargea,  who  will  eoon  anira,  T9;  a 
dna  retpeet  to  the  partlei  Intereated,  to  pabBs  afdnitn 
and  to  eonjiiteney  Id  the  wane  of  thlt  body,  wobU  ia- 
daoe  the  Hone*  to  eoDUnBe  Ita  taatlan  nitll  the  pemga 
ahonld  hare  a  reeeenahle  opportanl^  to  arrf*^  SS; 
length  ctf  time  ueeeeeary  to  welt,  SO ;  arery  oaa  miflt 
have  known  whan  thlt  tnnetlgitlDs  vat  loetltatad  that 
it  wonid  be  attended  with  eerlooa  tneonrealmeea,  SS; 
the  pnblle  good  demanda  the  oonHnnanee  of  the  m^ 
dan,  SO;  tha  arrlial  of  Kr.  Bdwanlt  of  no  Importaaea 
mbyortothedli 


etlelm] 


Id  la  tha  I 


a, SI;  than 


pledged  to  wait,  Bl ;  It  will  not  enbaerre  tha  parpoete 
ofjutiea,  hot  TazillDBtIr  prolong  the  teiBloa,n;  whaS 
lathe  anbJeet  InToIred  la  thlt  qaaitlenTBI;  Bdwn* 
cut  hara  no  Jntt  gnmDdi  of  aam^tfat  If  tha  Hoan  data 


Google 


t  nit  Ui  wit*il,BI;  btht  tatliniiiir  of  lUi  Indl- 
Inl  Huiridand  DMtnltl  or  sotT  81;  Qm  aommlllM 
■  laUMOU  III.  BdnidatfiinldbabnHiihtbdH* 


«ak«a<iflt,8>;  IB  Jmlto*  to  tka  ladlirtdDiil  uhU^  tbli 
tMTMtlfatliin  IbDold  it  pnranUd,  M;  mamorial  u- 
■ml  art,  M;  naatgUQB  to  nit  i  ortila  tlma  oirtsd,  M 
.Ap«r<  n  n«  ^dtlnH.— SnbnuM  itf  lb*  nport,  88 1 
«rdw^b]|MpiliMa,M;  nulBUim  that  tbt  eomnltlH 
■it  Bftv  Qw  mouBBOt  tOu^  n;  kU  OB  tlw  tibU, 
89;  iMdnUom  to  audaooi^ta  tti*  PnsldMt  »lf*i*d 
■Ml  kU  Ml  Ika  tdila,  t(;  nwlnttoD  i«poTt*d  hj  tk* 
aanunlUM  OMMmO,  UBandad  agdpNaad,W;  npsit 
^,  N;  Iti  ooDdiulMt,  aXDMntUia  tlw 
n  tba  dhugs  of  Bdwudt,  >0;  Kdwudi 
ha  Pi«ld«Bt  U  nU|B  Ui  appolBtounl  u 
ulciD,  ud  nftnd  hb  oadlt,  H.    AM  /•>- 


A*  Jwta,  Toll.  S,  8. 
Sdwamkb,  Tbukib  S^  BepnaantitlT*  ftom  Ifortli  Cm- 

Itiu,SK    A*  AlKt^  Tall,  a,  0,  T. 
MlmMomufPr—Umt^S—  Adaa.  tbL  1. 
SmMm  tr  Pr—U^ttt,  eDBntlBi  Ua  Tola^  in ;  In  tba 
H««,ralaaAir,tSa:  tliaal«itl0B,*».    JSm  JVm<<I«»- 
KctI  AMIaa. 
JBiff<MWy  q^a  r-Utui  at  ITaaUivlB*  to  a  MOt  M  O* 

.^HW(>H»  JToMOaliuMI^  HI  /ful«^  tOL  T. 
Buiv^  Jon,  «n  the  bUl  fin  dTllliBttoB  of  Ika  Isdlu*,  Ita 

■un,  PovuTu,  oB  oriuM  tcdnrttha  TTiltad  SUta^Ht; 
BB  tin  CXuaipaika  bdI  Dalmra  euul,  tn ;  euator 


idnttoB  t«  ^ipnpilaU  tha  proaeada  of 
tka  pabUt  laadi  to,  in. 
Xkabaiva.— a*  Adaa,  mU.  S, «,  B,  and  Ada  Tol.  1,  ffnot 


iM  Adaa,  ToL  Bl 
Xmu,  BniJAKDi,  SapraaaatiaT*  from  Tli^a,  M ;  nU> 

STBtOTCTOlntlOIIBfT'paBriBBl,  KB. 

*  .•TrTiTtr.TtTrrftit'HitlrrTrnTTiVaMinlinHtti.ttM: 

OS  OwPaBaiBBCoBcnai,  tEl;  oB  Oa  alaatlas  <rf  Pn^ 
dant  tU  Tlea-Pnaldan^  TA 

■MAoiva  r^aloett.— At  Adaii,  toL  T. 

Aafa*  «•  Llttitn.—St  Indmi,  tbIm.  I.E. 

^aaBMia  JapaHaiMtfc-aw  ftdaa;  rtl  1. 

IhanaMai  Pmhtb— Ib  tho  BaBita— A  laaolntiaB  othrad, 
pntaatinc  l^aat  tha  oompataBer  of  tba  PraaUaBt  ts 
bira  ^polBUa  ItlBiatan  ts  tlw  CoairaM  of  FuunM 
trttboat  tba  adyloa  uiil  eoBaaot  of  tba  Bauta,  481; 


«  tba 


annnariinunt  tt  aaUtlOB  OB  lb*  a 
«( IbU  bodf,  tH  i  opaBlBC  Bia^«a  of  (ba  PnddaBt  at 
tt*  eoBBWBMnant  of  tUa  atados,  481;  aitnat,  M; 
Maatta  Hut  ba  baa  aii^t  ta  tmAtit  UBlrtan  Indfr 
paodaatof  tb«BaBata,188;  Itk  tlma  toiv^BaMMic- 
BB  CbaHa,  4SI;  dangai  of  preoaltnt,  IBI;  axampUSia- 
Uon,  Ui ;  If  bo  la  bosad  In  ndlBaij  eaati,  useb  mora 
b  ha  a*  wbcra  tha  o)i]«ta  ta  ba  attalaad  aad  Iba 
dotlaa  paiftnud  wa  Bot  arai 
BB^araoftboi 


I;  tha  dBiaMatr  « tba  aewWatlaB, 


X^ 785 

485 ;  Ta  an  iBabtsi  u  axptritmBt  nblcb  baa  Barar  jat 
noeaodad  ti  an;  raglon  or  qurtar  of  tba  cartb,  488;  I 
batlara  tUa  elparlm«Bt  wIU  UI,  48* ;  tUa  PaoaiBB  Ifla- 
Aa  laao  MW  ibtBdtSt;  aitnat  from  tha  pmaaadlBfi 
•r  tba  Haoaa,  18M,  484;  lolMftnaoa  of  tha  IJBltad 
Blalaa  Ib  biAaU  «f  Btaan,  4BT ;  tba  PTf^deiEli]  qnta- 
tloBOBt  of  tba  B0Baa,4BT;  «nlBgln.483:  Oil  Blaa, 
Dob  Quliota,  488;  noU,  4B8;  Bdplo,  433;  Don  Aba], 
488 ;  ■«(*,  48B ;  cdroonitanoaa  of  Aduna  oooilnf  Into 
povar,4MI;  fnrtbar  itnurka,  Ul,4n;  laaoIiitlaB  poat- 
poBad,4tiL 
DoM  tha  aoBatUnUon  oonfer  apOB  tba  Pnridant  Uwt 


weltapprorad  at 


idudl,U 


mpUBitJoD  of  tha  word)  ramoraa  all  donbt,  W ;  nU 
•f  Donatnstlon  bj  vbleb  Uia  worda  ahoold  be  triad, 
8)8;  thail(btdBi1ivtbaraceaaor  thedabatc,  D88;  po- 
BltlaBlBkaBb;a)iutan,S88;  aflMtsf  tbaaolo  aifamoBt 
BTsad  OB  tba  aBtdaet,IM;  a  aitlalbetoi7 uiirar to itl 
Iba  |m««dasta   tdnaoad,  888;  tba    doctrlBa  daalad 


poirar,  888;  t 


pnatioe  whara  tha  UBfUflO 
]B(  poKan  1*  donbtftil,WT; 
not  tba  piBotloa  of  tba  QoramnHBt,  bot  tba  loBg  BBd 
qolat  leqnlaaaaBea  of  tha  poopla,  wbkh  gtraa  a  taolt 
aaaant  to  tba  penr  auTtad  IB  a  danbtfnl  ouB,  en ;  Iba 
arlBmant  of  aaalogj  oat  qp  b^  tba  nw;^  On ;  tha  pr^ 
eadaat  mwt  afraa  with  all  tba  aanntlali  of  tba  OM*. 
BIT;  vnontlTa  powat  In  tUa  SoranmHBl  la  gnaided  bf 
Jaahraaj,  Bt8 ;  dlcaotlj  aoatnrr  to  tha  wrlttan  *Bd  ax- 
(raaapcasapta  it  tha  OmalflnHMi,  8>8 ;  lbs  tarm'TB- 
0Mii7'l9lba00BatltBtloB,B88;  aa  tba  CoBaUntJoo  baa 


In  tha  P: 

iroold  hara  naeaaaarilj  baloBgad  to  blBi,  888 ;  aaaaa  of 
Iti  oxaralaa  aiamlBad,  840 ;  John  Puljouia,  840;  Ua 
appolntmant  axaailBad,  Ml;  tha  eaae  of  HoBroa  Bad 
PlBkBor,  M*;  tba  cwa  of  Hr.  Short,  848 ;  tha  aaaa  of 
Maaii^  SaOatla,  and  Baraid,  E48;  eaaaa  of  oonnlt, 
•44;  noMiaJiatUa*  tba  aiaaitloB  that  tha  PnaldaBt  aaa 
ta  tlBM  o(  paaoa  mska  utj  ortglna]  appalotaant  «bat- 
•rar  dnrlBi  tba  recaaa  of  tboa«Bite,  844;  a  ftot  ailal- 
Inf  iB  thla  eaaa,  vUdi,  wbaB  nddad  and  oonalBdad, 
voBld  giro  to  tba  Uoltad  Btalaa  tha  right  and  iapsaa  « 
tbam  tba  dat^  tf  aeadbic  Ifintataia  as  thia  Ocmgnm, 
E4& 

A  pUm  Auamaot  of  beta,  648;  la  tba  aMoitiou  of  tbia 
povarentba  part  of  tb*  Praridast;  aneh  an  aotaa  colli 
•irBpfotaatonlbaput(ifUwBautarS4T;  tha  Oonati- 
tBtloB  t«(aidatb*FnridaBt  aa  bb  lBdap**daBt  Bad  oo- 
oidiBitabnui«boftbB8oTeimB*Bt,  HT;  ths  lantlatnan 
■^  ba  baa  BO  anab  aathoil^.aioapt  wbara  tbaoomml*- 
rion  ia  dlrootad  to  tba  aiocaaaor  of  an  IndlrldMl  wb* 
bad  pnrloulr  Iliad  (ha  aaina  ttatlaB,  B4S ;  tha  proeaad- 
Ing  In  thla  caaa  eas  onlj  be  Jutuled  bj  lafaranoa  lo  tho 
pomt  of  Ibo  PraaidaBt  lo  oimuBlarioB  b  lUnlltar  In  tho 
raoa«  of  tha  Banalo,  848;  attampl  mada  to  laMn  Ibo 
aSMt  of  tbaoaaga,bacMB«  tba  appotntaaBt  vaa  mada 
dBring  w,  MS;  tba  TaeaBOj  did  Bot  occur  In  Iba  i*- 
eaaa  In  Iba  naa  of  Adama,  aallaUn.  and  Baraid,  848 ; 
tba  appolBtmaBi  of  Hr.  Flnknaf  waa  In  a  Unw  of 


A  CBM  altofalbar  » 
DO  avah  claim  oral  bafiita  *at  op.  CEO;  It  haa  often  ban 
^A  that  tB  thla  eoTammaot  tba  dapartmanta  ara  to 
balaMoaaah  olbar,  860;  no  analogy  batvaon  thla  aod 
1  foranusanlB,  881 ;  Ta  baro  tba  rigfat  to  ad> 
—  haling  among  tba  pao^  881. 
■aJit<ta(^TalL«,8,8L 


;  Google 


abpimvfmgtlU^tunuli^a*Bi 


TtMKtlLT,  PunoK.  on  th*  aUlm  <f  "——"•-'■*'-.  11 ; 

aa  mmUHnUan  to  th*  Nli^m  tnirtnn,  M ;  Kapn- 
(tnUtlT*  framPHu^eM;dH«Hsr,  SM.    Stliid^ 

TOl.1. 

tUdtral  ^fpoMmttt,  UiolteUMi  on,  9»iMn%i,  «U. 
Ad«niJ  fydfii.-Stt  Indtm,  tbIm.  t,  »,  Am.     ' 

M«  CbmMMlsit,  oiHf  Adii^  Tok.  1 CL 
fntvUT,  Juia,  BiprMUUtln  bom  Ohio,  I 


dm,ytH.l. 

Vaaui,  WiLUUi,  Bttatoi  tI«nP*iUL,>MiOBi«cmBiit- 
tM  U  ^fleiilton  U  ths  BauU,  KB;  ob  th*  norid* 
MB*l,in.    Si*JtuUa,T6L1. 

nag  or  A*  <M<«1 9UiUt.-S4*  ftdm,  toL  1. 

Jlortda  CtMoL— la  (be  Hdom,  bill  oouldand,  n, 

Inlb>B*ut**iiumail*l  nlitlT*  lo  aDiu«Uiis  th* 
nton  of  th*  Atlutjo  ud  th*  S>lf  of  Hum,  US;  ao- 
UoD  1b  tb*  LocljUtlT*  Coudl  of  Floild*  oa  th*  ni1>- 
)Mt,Sra;  tbUlfariinmrudMtlaMUilW;  upluu- 
tloB  of  tha  ol^acti  oT  th*  UU,  Mt,  nH 

OoBfnM  hit*  DO  poTH-  ts  BUk<  *aeh  i  woA  la  i 
IwltotT  an/ moi*  thu  la  t  BtiU,*ai»;  tUiaqoMlloB 
<(  BM»  cipadiancT,  S89;  atjait  oT  tb*  — — -"Tt  In 
MportlBt  tb*  bU,  aeS;  lopoitaaotof  th*  ii«|M*ad  ana- 
mnnkaUoD,  881;  tba  eeuUtBtloBil  otjaeHoa  out  of 
plMaoD  thla  point,  B8«i  In  nlatlon  to -th*  teirltale*, 
■u  powar  la  Kctnlca.  Ml ;  oljatt  of  tba  wink,  18t ; 


tant  or  tha  Talna  o 

othar  oonildanUau,  S8S ;  itnilc  poeltlon  of  th* 
at  Oaba  oa  Uia  continent,  SBS;  tba  duolalon  of  tu* 
lilaad  and  of  thli  lolud  ae*  a  prlia  to  b*  ftogbt  tot,  t88 ; 
■at  oolj  1*  the  power  of  Coagiaai,  whethat  laglaUdlB, 
asaeallT^  «i  Jodldal,  of  •IUht  brush,  or  all  omntdnad 
—and  moeh  lea  of  a  tingle  bnaob— not  aoraralca  and 
amalfolsat  orer  the  tenJUslaa,  bat  tba  pomr  of  no 
etho  ■oi«nun*nt  i>  unrelcn,  S88j  th*  inppoalttoD  a 
fifaia  of  qwcch,  8SV;  CoofreH  doaa  not  poa**M  tfali 


WO;  tb*poinrofCaa(reatn  thlaoi 
tha  Dlittlot  of  Oolninbl*,  8t0;  abtioat  aar  thing  Aonld 
ba  dona  to  avoid  ths  eapea,  tha  ka;i,  th*  Taeb  of  Flori- 
da, Bn ;  had  baea  the  iraToa  of  Doaa  panoaa  than  nov 
Inhabit  Florida, S>1;  baen  lathapraetJoaofnuUncaBr- 
TtTiiMIj  BUtaoftheqngation,ni;ltaTtherdabata,SM: 
th*  MUtllDtlonal  ponr  of  Coagraaa,  8H ;  th*  <qKlnloa 
that  wblla  tha  terrllorlta  romala  aooh,  It  «aa  oompetanl 


WU\  auppoaed  ImproTeioanla  began,  aad,  b«fi>T*  thof 
an  flnlibed,  tha  tuiitorj  heanaaa  a  State,  KM;  tha 
QoraiBiatnt  )i  oonituUj  galolng  povet  br  llttl*  blla, 
tM\  oonitant  applkatloni  befiira  Cangr**i  lot  thaia 
(>ld*ota,8M. 

Dntj  of  Congreei  to  protaot  an4  aherlah  thia  Inlbnt 
Stala,  aad  lead  It  to  naCorltf  aa  aooa  u  potatble,  SH; 
onlj  propoalng  to  do  that  vhlrh  wM  dolag  erary  imj, 
>H;  thIa  principle  m  oftao  adopted  that  It  It  aneipaoted 
an  J*  obJeotlDB  ihoald  be  ipad*  on  ooaatltiitloaa]  groaada, 
8M;  not  noceoary  to  oipend  mDoer  lo  ths  terrltorr  la 
tbla  war  to  adranca  the  Talna  of  landt,  MB;  power  ct 
Congnaiorer  a  tarritorraad  orar  aStata  on  thli  point, 
MM ;  no  power  to  aipend  moner  on  roada  and  oanala  In 
Statu,  SW ;  auiutmction  1«  a  thing  of  innoDMlTthla  di- 
lation. Sit;  ImprorementlnaterTllarr  motlalwaTi  be 
a  qaaatlen  of  expedleaer,  AU;  th*  CDUtltntiona]  qaa*- 
tlon  D0(  MaauUaUj  waneotal  with  tha  ohleot  of  th* 


\;  Cooalltalla  usiUag  to  ^  with  Ite  ■ 


JloridO,  ^Mn  ta.-Ae /ivlaa,  toL  T  i  goaernaeiiel  ^r- 
A«Ad«^ToL&    ^aitHli.Trnilt;  Ovrnpalom^^ 

Florida  Wrtettn.-la  Iba  Seoata  a  reaolstloa  to  laf^i 
Into  ths  lawi  of  FloHda  RlallT*  to  wiwAai^  *M;  Ik 
ianioaoIlnJonutlna,BMi  tha  lawi  in  tha  propia  da 
paitiBant,W7;  raaolBlloB  agind  tosUI;  bill  to  aani 


nO: 


SID;! 

■,  iqnttt  on  the  axpadlano)'  of  oaaapjlac  tki 
of  th*  Colnmbla  rlTar,  t;  on  piintl^  mala 
a^  addRta,  S§j  ralatiT*  to  tb*  addnaaaf  B«- 
a,M;anthaoeoDp*t]ancirtha  Colaiabta  rtn^ 
tha  aattlament  of  Iba  JToith-wiit  Oaaa^  11% 
aUn  to  th*  alaetlaB  of  Piaildaat  ij  tka  QaM^ 


of  mambera  of  Oi 

/■do,  ToL  «,  T. 

Arwf^  JfMftsrt,  a»M*  </ A^Hbv*.-«e*  AdM^  TSL 1 

Jbr*<0«  JMoHoM— iSte  tmdtB,  TOla.  i,  fi. 

ArW^Mra,  AKMDM.fro«.— la  tha  Saaato  a  patltloB  tan 
eeitala  Biuafaa  maRhiat*  tat  tb*  talkindl^  at  anWi 
tauiaga  dntlaa,  HI ;  th*  mlitaet  at  aanthar  powar  lat 
pamltted  to  qfnlAdi  CoBgraBbrpalltloB,Ul:  Vt^* 
aatl«a  iboold  b«  n*d*  ta  tb*  8aai«Mir  of  Blat^Ill; 
Bothlag  la  tha  Coaatltntlob  problUH;^  tha  iana|*tii«  rf 
potlUoni  tarn  tartipiot.  111 ;  th*  Intareoma  abaaU 
be  throng  tbaaiaoallTe  power, 111;  aa  laataae*  lath* 
Britlah  FaiUimtat,  lU ;  maajr  petlUotiB  h»a  bam  n- 
oelTad  from  hralgnera.  Ill;  tbabHtanse  lalbaBiltt* 
PaiUunant  eiplalnad.  111 ;  ftuthar  debal^  111 ;  p«tttk> 
raoalTad  aad  nfsrrad,  lift. 

Foaarrs,  Joai,  rsporta  ralatlTS  to  exUngalihiiif  tb*  IbOm 
UU*  In  e«orgU,  4;  on  priadag  Klalaa  EdwudA  *i- 
die^«);  oa  tha  aieniorlal  ofE(lwarda,«l,M,4S;  o«a 
a  T«*oliit]an  r*UtlT*  to  •  qDorum  of  tha  Snptau  tJan^ 
BB ;  on  tba  daj  of  arttoumiaaot,  81,  Bl ;  ntfot^  as 
Trmuh  SpoUitlaai,  U;  on  tha  CiHh  ladlaa  Kagotto 
Uoa,  Ml;  on  tba  Ownsla  niUltla  ebhu,  n%  tU;  a 
tt*  npprMtlan  of  p!iaer<  8W ;  oDati  a  raaolaUoa  rria- 
tlT*  to  tha  alaTe  trade,  SU;  often  a  rta^attoB  aa  tb* 
lodlao  tltli  in  eoorgl*,  M& 

BepraiaBtatlTa  IToai  Qsoigla,  OH ;  relatlTa  to  leaea 
Id  tb*  ooUaotlini 
msmben  of  Congnta,  US;  on  tha  Pea 


th*  isppoit  of  tba  Ubarla  Agaaer,  (TT,  Rl    Bm  Iitim^ 

FoaDioa,  Niool,  BapreaentatiT*  ftom  Saw  Toric,  IM. 

Frane*,  rtlatiimt  wWl.—8t  Ind^^  Tota.  1,  \ 

FrOKkliig  PrMi*a^-^3i*  /ndoe,  nU.  1,  X, 

lyttdom  tifOin»oit<Kt.—S4*  /wIsb,  toL  L 

n-nu*  Dterttt^Su  /kdsB,  toL  EL 

Fratdt  B^vet—j—B—  Indaa,  toL  1. 

^V-twA f^oUoHoMi lapoit OB,  St.    B-Imdm,yfit.t,t,L 

/Wnffsra,  JVotacMoa  i^.—Sf  Itulm,  roL  1. 

AffUtoM/vw  .TmMm.— As  AKm,  ToL  1. 

FagMm*  Sawm.~B—  Trndmi,  roli  G,  ^  T,  BawM. 

TtrLua,  TnoniT,  on  ths  msmoclal  of  Bdwwd^  dE ;  on  n 

aaTil  tohool,  Ua ;  dd  th*  eapjns^on  of  plnaj,  Sdl,tK 

Btt  Indaa,  Tola.  A,  T. 
Ar  TVodtq^a*  ITmL— &s  J)«l«^  TOL  I. 


a^  JuM,  Praaldaat  of  Uw  Baaata  jifv  (Nh.  It ;  ■«. 


,:Jb.G00tj^lC 


Bootk  OuoltM,  »0;  dMMH  g^  S>T.    a—  ImOtm,  nli. 
1,18,  «;t. 

H  JiKtaB,  *^>.  8,  T. 

OADfur.  Dunn.  Q,,BepnieDtatln  fNimlliirTaA,  GM. 

QuKMH,  Duim,  B«pT«HDl«lT>  IKim  TSvw  Jencj,  fiH. 

OuuT,  Jun*  «,  nliUn  ts  OS  MtUmant  of  tha  Sortb- 
in«aiut,nO;  H  orlma^  ^ilnit  tha  tTaltad  BtilM, 
MS.    Sh /xfss  ToL  T. 

Btrntral  Wajlirt.~ett  ftdai\  toL  1. 

ffwr^te  JAMNa  Cfoimi.— In  thi  Ham*,  motloil  to  naym- 
mJt  tha  report  of  ths  ooDamlttoe,  with  tnaCnctloDa  to 
bring  In  ■  bill  luklng  u  ■pproprtntlaii,  nt ;  CommlttM 
in»  npDTtod  ifiiMt  ttatw  Dlilm*  on  th*  imampl<m 
thU  they  wm  Bdjutud  by  ths  tnatj  of  MMlou  of  1801, 
—which  la  ■  ttrtul  (dmlldoB  thaj-  wan  Jnat,  IW; 
polBti  propoHd  to  be  ihovo,  W{  on  vbftt  the  elelmi 
■le  ftmnded,  SM ;  CTldenoe  Id  the  Qua,  S9T ;  the  lonioe 
'W*a  rmdared  Oit  Vattai  BtMM,  wbloh  the;  ue  bound 

Qootlsn  on  ?*a>mmlttlii[  ttw  report  of  the  Commlt- 
tH,  DM;  tb«  &eti  uT  the  aH,aH;  did  tb*  Oenenl 
QoTemmeDt  aflbrd  lie  nnottoD  In  ■  nutiner  vUeh 
wonid  lathoriie  the  ttlUng  out  ot  the  mHltli  bj  the 
SoTamar  of  9*ar(la,  tM;  the  Oeienl  Sorenunsnt 
ooneldered  the  sltuatloD  of  Georgia  aa  aerionalj  mlarm- 
iDg,  and  waa  iBcUnad  to  repoae  e*eiT  degree  of  oontl- 
daneeln  the  dlaareUon  rfthe  aoreraor  of  the  Stata, 
NT;  It  did  not  anthoifio  tha  QOTenior  to  order  est 
troope  at  hla  dlaeretloa,  &^  tST\  tha  drcamalaiioee 
«ei*  ucb  u  to  fnllr  anthorin  ths  GOTemor  to  aot  aa 
UaowBdlieretlon  might  poEnt  oiiC,»8;  the  InUBlnsnt 
danger  en  the  frontien  of  Georgia,  SSS;  the  Ibnw  to  be 
tmplored  la  the  detaiMe  waa  not  merelr  lo  be  meanred 
br  the  oambera  of  tha  aBanj,  bat  ilao  b;  the  dlfflenltr 
ti  gnardlng  an  eitanalTe  and  naked  frontier,  0BS;  oplD- 
lonof  Mr.  FIekeilng,n9;  nuamaiT,S». 

It  la  alleged  bythe  elalmanla  that  th*r  «ere  oellad 
Into  the  mllltaT7  aerrloa  of  the  United  Btat«a,  to  deftad 
tlM  wMters  frontlen  of  Georgia  icalnM  the  Indiana, 
MU}  the  aerrloea  were  perfbimed  In  the  meet  energetic 
and  patrlotle  manner,  fflO ;  more  than  tUitf  Jtta  hare 
•liVaed  alBse  the  aoldltn  were  entitled  to  remnneratloB, 
8n>;  a  new  gronnd  of  oppoiltlan  to  theta  dalma  waa 
dlMDTered  In  180S— It  wai  &naled  that  thsaa  dalraa 
were  a4]nated  In  the  eoaCraet  between  the  Cidted  SUtea 
and  GaoTgIa  fbr  the  oeealoo  of  the  territory  eomprialng 
the  BUtea  of  Alabama  and  UlasMppI,  880;  erldanDe, 
880 ;  wJif  were  oartaln  worda  Introdnoed  Into  tha  oom- 
paetr  S80;  tha  eenrae  poraaad  b^  the  other  Btataa,  SSI ; 
it  la  Immatarial  whether  the  OoTemor  of  Georgli  aolsd 
Ifght  or  wroDg— ho  waa  anthortied  by  the  Geneial  Qot- 
annntnt  to  ralae  thoia  troopa— In  doing  ao,  he  waa  tha 
■gent  of  the  Gorerament,  and  It  la  bonnd  to  pay  the 
loktlara  h*  niMd.  til ;  tt  could  be  ahown.  If  nnnnwarj . 
that  Inataad  of  doing  toe  mneh,  he  did  too  little,  m 

Tt*  ttet  of  a  reltentod  rejeatlon  la  calonJatad  to  pn^ 
Asm  a  well-lbnaded  dlatnut  of  the  Jnatlee  of  a  olilm  ao 
elrenmataneed,  SSS ;  the  dalma  have  been  bvlbre  Oon- 
greaa  daea  IT^.  8SS ;  report  of  the  Committee  In  1808 
that  Uwlr  oanplete  pajmtDt  waa  coninmmatsd  onder 
the  treaty  of  eeiaian,  ka..  881 ;  a  ralnnta  reoapltiilatlon 
ot  th*  coirgnpoBdence,  to  ahow  that  the  nnanthotlied 
fllalma  were  alwaya  eonaldered  ai  liable  to  objoctlon,  tn 
eoneaqnenoe  of  a  belief  on  the  part  of  tha  General  Chn- 
•nment  Ihtf  the  OoTanur  bad  not  aianlMd  a  jBoper 
dtaeratlon  In  ealUng  ont  troops  Aa,  888;  thU  not  tha 
only  exception  vhloh  waa  taken  to  the  ekina,  HK 

FaetA  relatlT*  to  rvporta  tft  commltteea,  884;  the 
Q«TemoThad  eoatemplatad  aaiaraalfm,  and  waa  wM^g 

ToL.  TUI— iT 


EX.  787 

preparation  for  It,  IM;  what  uotb*  argnmenta  In  wp- 
port  of  the  opinion  that  all  dllHonlty  waa  aolTad  bj 
tha  eompaot  of  ISM  ?  884 ;  the  Dnited  StatM  wanted  ta 
hare  a  ceatlon  of  territory,  and  Georgia  waa  wllUag  t» 
make  It ;  all  th*  SUte  dedred  wia,  that  the  tenltoay  1»- 
Hlf  ihoold  pay  an  tha  debla  dne  by  Geoigl*,  and  for 
which  that  territory  had  been  pledged  by  that  Btala, 
880;  theGcTcniarorGeorglawaa  acting aa lb* Bg*nt el 
Uw  [Tnltad  Statai,  880  i  moUoB  itf  rMAmmltmanl  daddad 
In  the  negatlTe.  880.     Sat  Indtm,  Tola.  I,  S,  T,  lan4 

Oualtmiala,  Jftaaion  to.— In  the  Hoiue,  moreil  to  amend 
th*  bill  by  luertlng  a  prorlaloo  for  a  HInlater*  ostlt^ 
CTS;  (hendly  ftiellDg  of  tha  new  Btpoblle,  >T6;  fn  em 
ftnmlty  with  the  -rlewa  of  tha  Department  of  Btata, 
(TO ;  BoppoSBd  to  be  the  inleaHoB  of  the  ExacntlTe  ts 
Tectoreall  our  diplomatic  fnacttonarle*  In  Amerlo^fflV; 
DMUon  loat,  Vn. 

ff«)rv<<l,ToteA)rPrealdentinlSS4,8>*'    Ae  JMnt  Tola.  I, 

OtrmoM  ZanffHoe*.  Lam  4n.— 5ea  Axtn,  toL  1 

Gut,  Jonrn,  SeprtMstatln  from  B.  O,  NO.    Bt*  hidm, 

ToLi. 
Gowui,  Ahdikw  R.,  re  porta  a  bni  retatlTe  to  the  Aflteaa 

alaTC  trade,  M ;  BepreaentatlTe  from  B.  C  K 
ffrwmif  TUti,  th*  CH*  at  013. 
Ovat  Britain,  nialtabny  nuuterei  Ofi.— 5u  finfan,  tiiLL 


anpremeConrtiBl. 


Ortm  T.  BiddU,  deobdon  of  t 
ffimboati.— &*  Atfeov  tdL  1. 
GonLHT,  HnriT  W.,  Bapraac 


iTiitMH  Oorjrat,  m^mitm  ql?~In  tbe  Benats.  a  moUim  to 
print  an  eitnot  from  the  Jonnal  of  IW,  la;  tb*  ex- 
tract, 414 ;  remark*  on  the  TOtce,  414 ;  the  anapandon 
of  the  Writ  of  Habeia  Corpna  wai  the  lint  oblathio 
preaeat  Chief  Magtatnte  made  at  the  ahrln* 


of  hla  Faderal  friend*,  415;  not  pnbllahed,  beoana*  not 
known,  410;  what  aaya  CheCouUtDtlDDr  410;  efltatof 
that  Boepenaloa,  418;  moved  to  reqnut  of  the  Html*  ■ 
copy  of  the  original  bill, 410;  laid  on  the  tahl^  411. 
St*  Indta,  ToL  8. 

Haiukik,  Jonn,  Jr„  BaprMWititlT*  from  H.  T.,  EM. 

HamLTOir,  ALnxumn,  Beport  ot,    aa  Beeretary  of  th* 


Treaanry.    A*  Ado^  i 


iLl,  7 


n  of  Maaaachnaetta,  W;  oa 
the  day  of  adjonmment,  81 ;  on  the  Choaapeaka  and 
Delaware  wial,  ITi ;  telaClTe  to  the  election  of  Preil- 
dentbytheHolIB^  W«.SOCi,Sn;  on  the  Owigla  mllllla 
olalma,  889;  IMpmHintaUTe  from  B.  C.  BM;  retallT*  to 
a  Veatorn  armory,  800;  relaUTC  b>  deaertlon  In  th* 
array,  808 ;  on  the  petition  of  Thomat  Cooper,  W1\  I«^ 
atlTo  to  the  CoBffreae  at  Pannnu,  88T;  relatlTc  lo  the 
Paii*suOangTea*,MB,  Ml,  848;  report*  on  the  oUtm  of 


Batrntn-ytitltMatui,,  toeUv  al^-BuHiaia,  roL  & 
Haiu*,  Bonn,  B*pre*eBt*IlT*  from  P*an,,  IM.    8—  M- 

SuuMB,  TiLUUi  H.,  Seutor  from  Ohio,  800;  on  tb* 
pteTentiim  of  deeerHon,  tn;  on  poat-raadi  la  HMuip- 
pi,  884;  on  the  Florid*  canal,  8*1 ;  on  tha  Cnmbariand 
Boad,4IT;  on  the  Onek  tr«Wy,IW<,     Am JM**^ Tola, 

BUTii,  Joninuii,  BepnaontaUve  fran  B.  S.,  OM 
Haanionox,  JtlianaiiB.,  BepreaentatlTe  (knm  N.  T,BK 
Hatdik,  Moan,  BepreaantallTe  from  H.  T,  Off.    St  In- 

ifaietTolT. 
Hatxb,  Somi  T.,  Isbodnoa*  abUl  t« 


;C0e>^IC  _ 


tor  Otn.  Ia&tcUs.  IDI ;  muiki,  IDl ;  nUUn  to 
aMennt*  of  PnddMt  Uoiinw,  IW;  am  tb*  (uppnaloB 
tf  pinflf,  IM ;  nUtlTfl  to  Ui*  power  of  Caognd*  ta 

P*tto*,18& 

Bcutot  front  Booth  Ctrollu,  KU ;  on  iboUihlnf  Im- 
pflHnmul  for  dabt,  UO :  on  uundliict^Coutltstion, 
nlitlTB  to  th*  (IkUdd  of  PniJdenc,  Mi;  on  u  uund- 
mcBt  rf  111*  CoiulllnUan,  MS;  on  tb*  Florida  ouiL 
■U;  npocU  OB  tlwIsEUror  Oom.  PoiKr,  874;  on  tba 
Florida  etiai,  SRI ;  on  tho  dos«H  of  Qaillird.  HI;  on 
D(gi»  iloToTT  in  Bauth  Asiiriia,  tfm  UI ;  on  thi  Put- 
•nu  million,  411.  S4t  Indta,  toL  T. 
HULXi,  Joa VH,  KaptMsntatlT*  Cvm  Haw  Hnmpaliln,  GML 
£taeUa,propagaltngllUGotpilatim%ff.-'S—liidia,to\.1. 
~ltJiv»m,woLJ. 


n  portnlt  of 


Aadwwn,  Awto^  fr.,  O*  Mw  ^— Ai  /<«t<i^  toL  T. 
HnnnioB,  Wiuiui,  Senator  from  Indlu>,UOi  on  the 

Florid*  eutl,sa^»4;  on  ciBnUnf  Und  lor  th*  Wntiuli 

and  Eria  oinal,  ttt. 
HlVBT,  BoiOT  P„  on  th<  laiigatlan  of  *talam  rinn,  tl ; 

on  tha  uilgatlon  of  vat«rB  rlran,  K ;  SapruastitlTa 

flvm  KtBtuokr,  OM.  .9m  7»f«,  toL  T. 
HuBioE,  Kbibiub,  on  rcmnnerttJoB  lo  Latijatta,  nS; 

KopraMDUUra  from  Umlna,  Nt.    &a  Jitdan  toL  T. 
Hum,  KioauD,  BapresantatlTS  from  North  Oaiollna,  SMI, 
Sadfion,  fiabaou,  patlttm  oIT  Sh  Ituttu,  toL  B. 
Bonsu,  UicBin^  B^ratantatlTa  from  Kav  Tork,  aW 
BoaiBOOH,  JuuB,  on  tba  naTlgation  of  irtaCan  riTHi,  O. 

St  Indim,  vdL  T. 
HouKiiiBi,  Oiotan,Dn  tha  tariff  bill,  M;  KapraaaBtattn 

from  Now  Jaraa7,IMj  ralaU«  to  DaTj  timlMr,  IM, 

a—ImdtmttoLJ. 
Bouii*,  Oauiu,  BapnMntatlTa  tna  Korth  CaroliBi, 

Mt. 
Boum,  JoHH,  OB  petmou  fn»a  bralgnan, 

tnda  wlUi  Jleiloo,  ISl; 

'Washington,  \Vl;  nliUia  to  the  lappnailan  of  plncy, 

103,108,16*. 
BeBitor  from  Ualiia,HO;  ob  a  aonuBlttae  oTagrtcD]- 

aUtotloB,  SOS ;  OD  BerolaUonuy  banntj  landi.  8M ;  on 
Florida  lawa  napactlBf  wnckhUT;  ob  poat  roadalQ 
IDalalppI,  Kl,  S81;  OD  tha  Florida  eaiul,  S»,  SW; 
OB  the  approprlatiiiB  UU,  Hi,  iU ;  an  tha  Paomma  mla- 
tfiin,4U;  ralaUreUt  tha  dntf  on  »]t,tfl;  on  tha  la- 
dlolal  iritamjAlSl  Do  tha  Craek  treatr.fiSi.    Btt  lit- 

(i«B,  TOlt.  «,  T. 

Sjbm  D<pai*naBi,— &a/i«iam  ToL  1,    Jb4CtMvt  O^iart- 

m*»<  atut  Itulae,  toL  6, 
Burnt  ilaanfiutaru  uorn  in  t&t  Si»it6.—St  ItuUa  ToL  L 
SoTwrt  to  ffu  braw,^-Set  IneUa^  tok  ft 
AoraH  UittinOt  »aninol» mu-.—Bt  Indta,  ToL  T. 
Aniaa  ooBTanai  on  lint  •anion  of  l§th  CoDcreaa,  » ;  ad- 

Jonnia  at  cloao  of  fliat  aasdon  of  18th  Cangrta,  (0 ; 

KHuaoei  at  Urat  gaailon  of  Ilth  Congnga,  tXM. 
Hamroir,  Buicil,  B«jiRiHiiUiIlTa  from  Tcnnoaaaa,  SM; 

OB  ttaa  Panama  Coagreaa,  tM.    3tt  /ndas,  tdL  T. 
BoiAlT,  AAian,  BepraaenlatlTa  (Mm  Uaaaaehnaatta,  OH. 
BoOBM,  OsAiLii  E.,  RapraHntatlTo  ftom  Oaortl^  nt, 
HrarBBiT,  CusLB,  BaprawUMlTa  from  Saw  Tork,  B(l 


JIMm!<a,  orfnUirfuji  ([^—Ba* /■«((■,  Tol  0;  Tata  fin  Preddant 


oouldared,  IIR:   tha  bill.  101;  ■ 

vl  Invrtaonmaat,  lOT; 

IDT;  ((Biatlon  on  tba  paiaaga  or  tha  bUI,  l<n ;  : 
IsipnaoaaaBt  thi  dadand  ol^aet  of  tba  bill,  10>;  arm 
aatha,  naw  ttlala,  aaw  pn»^  Aa.,  ara  tha  mrrana  iiaad  la 
■eoHnplub  tUa  at]Jaot,ll*;  dUBvlttg  tall  wbm  tb* 
lanontJOB  puf  laad  n^UM;  what  aTldeBoa  ttet  It  It 
MoaaBU7  Aw  Eba  food  gr  tba  batloa  that  aoeb  a  ajitiH 
iboaM  ba  adopted  T  l«t :  ot^aatad  that  the  Mil  la  to  abil- 
lah  ImpritoamaDt  oBl;  In  oanaJD  win,  not  in  aO,  Itfj 
tha  proTWoBi  of  tba  bill  Lneoadilant  with  la  objaet, 
lot  1  It  It  aald  wa  haTa  not  broofht  JBrinnl  ur  cBM 
at  baidaUp  to  prora  the  naeaaaltj  of  thia  m 


of  thai 


lajalln 


BO  baud,  la  a  rtolatlan  tt  ttie  "■—"- 
Lraanltj,  110;  ra^ntnmebta  ui  tlw  bifl, 
~ia  multlpUcaillaa  of  oatte  ■■■ 


part  of  tha  v>tam  will  ba  fbnad  to  operate  agalaa  tha 
]B>t  rtfhti  of  eradlton,  and  InTolTa  than  la  UttgaUiB 
and  aipanae,  IID;  no  right  loaabad  bj  thta  bil^lll: 

blU«it«*«d.l«- 


tam  of  bankrnptOT  a  nltabla  autd*"  to  bo  a 
wllhthl^Ut;  thiamaaanranowfor  tha  third  timepn- 
gentedtotlieBeiula,Ut:  Ibla  •abject  not  eBtewad  b 
that  of  banhinptej,  UO;  a  okai  dlaUnstioa  batwea 
thatwa,HI)J  >Btdeot  pnaquBad,  MO.  SexIitdfL.-nLl. 
ladtmiMy  fir  ^iMatioiu.—St  Iitdt^  nL  i.  6rt^ 
SrUitin. 

ImUan  Jfatn.-Stt  /wlA,  tdL  1. 

JnOiatt  Faetory  att*ai.—8—  Jiuti^  Tol.  T. 

InMam  I>tpttr1nait.—Bi*  Indm,  toU  T. 

/•kUow  nuawaKi/HafiactyJfoKBtiKm— IntluHow^ 
a  raaolutlon  ralatlTe  to,  Ao.,  olfarad,  tij ;  a  dIataBBpatai 
aathulaam  on  tha  oalgnltadDli  of  oideiad  paiaott^  MI; 
laid  on  tha  table,  US. 

Aif<iM  7H(e(.~lB  tha  Benat* — a  but  Ibr  the  prvaamtlaa 
BndelTUIiatloDafIbaInliwiLOOBildar«d,ICS;Bia«aM 
propoaed  IB  tba  bllL  10^ ;  what  baa  becoDia  of  tba  Im- 
mama  hordea  of  IndlanaTlOS:  amnbara  in  t^  at^ta, 
IM;  iwndllloD  lb  tba  Btataa,  IM;  Idle  to  Iggk  fcr  i^ 

tion  wltblo  the  Stale*,  ITO;  propoaad  to  proeoia  than  a 

hai  aiplored  tha  tnai,  ITO ;  DbJeoUona  conaidmd,  IK; 

wealth  Mna  power  of  tha  Union  advanoed  bj-  tha  g 

oompaetnHi  of  tha  population,  171;  bill  [•••ml,  m; 

menace  relatlTa  to,  »», 
rndlana,  Admtition  (ff.—Stt  Jitdta.  ToL  B. 
Indiana  iota  for  Pntidant  in  13U,  IH. 
iHstBaoLL,  Balpb   L,  BepreaenUtiTe  I 

GM;  on  thajadlolai7ajatain,01a. 
IMSBIK,  SaiicaL  D..  relatlra  to  tha  alaetlonof  Pnrideatbr 

tbaBouae.lK;  RepmeolatlTa  fhun  PannajlTuila,  ON; 

on  the  deceaaa  of  lit.  TianUj,tSS;  on  tha  " 

CaagTcaa,  tU,  039,  .Sea /lufa^  Toll.  I,  T. 
Inlaad  Traat  bttnttn  MittouFi  amd  Xru  ifmito,  n  i^m- 

lutlonreUtl>eto,TO;ineaaagH,  Ae.,B7.  Sa  I'tw  Ifmir* 
/lUarooKraa  CbmHurc^  dOL  Forelffit,  do.  JTrm,— ,Sat  Mi' 

(fan,  vol.  1. 
Mmal  Imj»wtmtnU.~lM  Ot  Baaata.  *  I»iriDtlsB  ^ 

fcred  relMlT*  to  tba  power  of  Congreaa  to  tuak*  rea^ 

A&,  '"■  — ■-  "■ "--IhtM  li  tliiniiii|iH>il 


■  mm  lalaoM  IntveK  Ihu  tlu  ibhUm  gf  the  il^t- 
fU  ud  pnibibla  icdu^  ol  tL*  Gauuil  GoTsnmuBt 
lBllMfr«twatka(lBUiulta^TMiut,HBi  dllfas 
hanAa  af  Uw  la^alsttT*  dapubiwDt  ban  nsrii  bun 
of  tba  Mta*  ^iBion  Ml  U*  raljast,  MS :  hftbar  ramaiki, 
a«L    Am  JMo,  Tid.  7. 

Jtuua, /looB  0-,  S 


Junaoi'i  Ananr,  toIm  ftir  h  Praildeiit.  MM;  Tatat  loi 
•1  Tie*  PraHamt,  IM.    8h  liute^  toU.  ^  S,  S,  T. 

AOa  ^AotH.-.Saa  /wtem  toL  & 

Jnmnaa,  Joximix,  on  the  Wabaili  suul,  IS ;  ob  the 
VvUnirulaiul  niad,lMMH;  on  tha  aUIn  wttnit 
HaatoD  e.  Quia,  AM;  RftpnaantatlTa  from  ImUuia, 
DM.    Sttlndtsi,  rait,  i,  6.1. 

JaniXBa,  Datid,  BaproHntaan  from  Ohio,  SH. 

JpmiP,  Tioaii  S.,  latUr  nlitlra  to  nuUnt  u  artabUdi' 
mnt  at  th«  moDth  of  tha  Colnmbla  BItot,  & 

JoBBMi.  7iAiicia,BapnHiitatlTathniiK>BtaokT,<)H.  &a 

Jomnox,  Juna,  R^maeotatlTa  Itvm  KaDtnckj-,  BML 

JoraaoH.  Jsaoiioa,  BapraaanUtln  from  Now  Tork,  (M. 

JounoK,  JiMDv,  BapnaantatlTa  (roni  Tlnglnla,  UM.  ^aa 
lkdtm,rA1. 

fomnan,  KicBimn  H.,  on  ImprlaonmaBt  ftr  debt,  IM ;  od 
tha  tnda  wlUi  MeHoo,  ISt ;  OB  uooBdlBit  tha  JudkiUtT 
a^vtara,  IDV;  SBBatorbvinKeBtDek7,W0;  obbb  amand' 
I:  of  tha  caniUtntian,  ~  ~ 


aippl,» 


ihoUUoB  ol  Imi 


It.  8C».    Bd  mat 

JoEnroii,  JoaiiB  8.,  fionator  frai 

to  the  JadTdaiy,  SO] ;  ralatlTB  to  Florida  lam  raapfot- 
lDBwncka,Mei  ob  Iha  liofida  saoal.  M>,  tSt,  MO ;  ob 
the  Faoup*  nlMlon,  «S ;  nlatlro  to  tha  pobUo  landi, 
DT>.    8f  India,  toL  T. 

Journal  ^the  Fidtral  ClimewiNon.— Sm  A<f «,  toL  1. 

JoM-iull  ^ikt  iM  OongrtH.'-St  Indtm,  toL  & 

■Aidgaa,  mtrai,  ramocoJ  ^.—8m  iiuteai,  Tola,  y  i. 

■AHflclan'  iSyitan.— In  tha  fioBata,  ■  Ml]  to  prarlda  Ibr 
thraoaddltloDalclRsolIacoBiidend,  IM:  motjoa  Indefl- 
BlteiT  to  poatpoae,  loal,  IM;  motion  to  neommtt  tha 
bUl,  IN:  BHTed  that  tfa<  tlinw  addlUona]  drgoltjodgu 
iboBld  nat  be  Jattleaa  of  tha  Bnprama  Caart,UW;  Lta 
•fliKt  to  d*ind*  the  Weaten  Btatea,  IW;  EaBtnckf 
wuta  a  maunra  of  Jb«I1m  ailandad  to  tar  that  ~ 
ba*n  axMndad  to  tha  old  Btataa  ia  fortr  reai^  : 
Baaaary  to  do  Kwaj  with  tha  tnuble  and  ooofa 
arialBf  from  tlia  vorda  impalilBg  tha  obUgatkn  of  i 
tnata,  IN;  ofual  Jnatlo*  wooU  MTtr  b*  axMndad  to 
~        a  Btatao  irttbsat  thaf 


Eortha]sdlalai7,1N; 
tMD,  uhlch  haa  ba«B  U»  admlnUon  of  the  dTlUiod 
wotld,  lU;  the  plan  ooBtamplatwl,  ItO;  obJeeUi 
<D  looreaH  in  Iba  BDOiber  of  Jndfea  irho  eompoae  thla 
tilbBBal,IB]:ttiiaaldthe  BBmboFlinBir  lootarga,  1 
ttq«BilblHtr  of  tile  Jadgea  not  a  ionirllj  for  wladi 
•qgltjr.  and JuUm  Ib  dtcWooa,  ]n ;  It  b  aald  tlie  Jud 
M*  IDfllcleBtlj  national  alnadj,  in;  fbrthar  dflTH 
IM,  lis;  amendoanl  loatlM;  moTad  to  radaoa 
muib*Ttat«o,lM;  wnlad,  IM ;  Mil  reeommlttad,  IK. 

A.  raaohitlon  nlatlT*  to 
oSmdiUO;  obketof  tha  reaolnUoB,  MO ;  IhabaBtflla 
•f  the-pcortalana  g(  Vt  hsTO  bean  a^ndcod  to  haT*  ip- 
pllaUoB  to  Ih*  ellliau  of  tlMae  Stalaa  oBlyvUohhad 


x^ m 

Farther  reaidnaan  oAnd,  St]  (  at  ararf  larm  tt  th« 
BBprama  Oonrt,  from  aarantj  to  elthtT  onaiia  Utl  sn- 
deelded,  Ml;  eatabllahBienl  at  elrsnlt  aoarU,  Sn  ; 
TBlaa  of  proeeedlnc  In  Btatea  admltlod  Into  tho  Uoloa 
ainoa  the  Jodldarr  Ast,  Stl ;  a  doTlatlan  from  tha  lam 
of  all  tha  BUtoa  had  been  parmlttod  aa  nBfrlandlr  to 
eliU  llbartf  ai  It  wu  lauttooa  and  oppieaalTa,  ML 

A  UU  le  aoead  the  ajatem  oonalderad,  MS ;  anend- 
Bianta  reportad  relattn  to  tha  BeTtnth  Clnmlt,  tfS; 
natqie  of  thauiienilmeata,4U ;  the  (ronada  of  complaliit, 
dM;  Iheta  npon  whlob  tha  eomptalBt*  uo  fbnpded  asd 
tha  dtaraeter  aBd  aitont  of  tha  alleced  arlla,  4Mj  la 
what  Ih*  iBjoatlM  and    InooBTei 


t,  *ai\  the  plana  wUeh  hi 


i,4M;  tha  Onall  Coort  Ij*- 
tem  01  IWI,  (»;  dlreatiagthi  CinaltConrtto  be  held 
br  Ike  dWriot  JodaH,  4M  ;  objeollona  to  theaa  plaM, 
tn;  importuee  ufa  tall  knowledge  of  tfaaloeal  law  li 
gniXa  In  the  Weaten  Btatea  than  In  the  net  of  U* 
nBlon,N10;  anotharTlewheajlBgaflalBat thaaaparatioa 
oTtfa*  JuatlaMot  Uie  Bopiema  Conrt  (Hhb  tha  Clionl^ 
too ;  BaTar  eilatod  a  trlboBal  ololhad  with  powara  as 
mriou  and  important,  KM;  Ibw  Blataa  of  the  tJolon 
npon  whoae  aeta  tha  aeal  of  condamnatiDB  haa  not  fhim 
time  to  time  been  placed,  Uft;  tha  toflMloe  whkJl 
theaa  poweia  sogbt  to  kan  ipai  ou  lacUatioB,  SM; 
AitaBt  ed  tha  gronnda  itf  eoUiloB  batvaoB  tha  n^aatlT* 
gsTeniBMBia, HM 1  thtt  lidinh)aot  on  wUeh  itladl^ 
flsnlt  for  D»  to  (peak  wlthonl  eaoolinlerlnf  tha  atnaf 
oplnlona  entertained  on  different  aldaa  of  the  qnaatlOA, 
iM;  brlnglBg  the  Jni1((B  of  tha  Bnpreoie  Conrt  to  tha 
wet  ol  foranmant  woald  bode  no  good  to  the  Btate 
gorerBmenU,  MS ;  It  la  thon|)it  the  taBoie  of  tha  o&e* 
(f  tho  Joatleaa  la  tha  rotten  part  cd  tha  oonaUtatJoa, 
US;  It  haa  beam  nppsaad  tbt  Maoma  fDtnradar  tha 
ailgeBda*  of  the  oonatrj  wonid  raqnln  >  dUbteat  eya- 
itB(Madto,l»t. 


Two 

oonecrranea  of  aeTOB  ef  the  ten  Jndgaa  in  anj  dadaloo 
dsBTlBg  tha  Talldltf  or  reatrainlDg  th*  oparaUiiB  of  tha 
eoBatltnUon  or  any  law  of  an;  Btate,  the  othar  that  th* 
IBlulaterlal  oSeen  ollhe  Fedanl  CouHi  Itwll,  In  iBTjlBg 
and  eanylic  Into  offHt  aiaentlona,  b«  gorened  bf  the 
woontlon  lawBof  the  State*,  lUei  the  OTllawhleh  tha  Urat 
la  pnpoied  to  nmtdj,  MS;  nmJt  tna  tb*  eienla*  of 
ImpUwl  power*  bf  th*  Jndge^  DOS;  th*  word  atata,  DOS ; 
whan  aad  b;  whom  WM  the  Ootenuntat  of  the  United 
BlatM  fbnnad  r  DM;  br  tha  people  of  the  Btatea  IB  thdr 
eoipoiBte  ehaneter,  SOI ;  th*  Hal  to  rnatd  agajut  an 
arUthoBldbelB  proportion  toUamagnltudl^SOT;  thaorr 
ofa  State,  GOT;  ia  It  lUnaoiT.Me;  tht  goTanuiMnt  ofa 
gontlneut  UBtt  ba  of  Boeeaaltr  a  da^otlBB,  D06;  ta 
Sou*  aod  Oreeee.  whererei  the  p*0pl*  blTB  bees  fte^ 
they  have  beeo  happf  lad  powtitu  wfaUe  tbair  frwdon 
ooBtJBsed,  MS ;  la  It  oot  mora  in  aoeoidaaoa  with  Um 
Balonof  imraDTemmentthat  the  Dnlon  ahonld  dapesd 
on  th*  BUtei  for  Iti  rigor,  than  that  Btilaa  ahonld  de- 
pend on  the  UnloB  lea  (hair  atavagthT  M»;  Jodldal  sBt< 
npUoB  In  EBglaBd,IUt;  aneroaehPimti  on  tharlgfab 
and  powen  of  the  Blata*  bf  aironeoaa  dMUtona,  Ua; 
th*  EngUah  tb*  OBlf  people  who  ha**  fonnd  oat  tha  •*■ 
eratofjBdleUllBAapeBdeDa*,BIO;theJBdga*oftli*G<a- 


ni;  whatlawof  Cangr*Mh*B bean  aaaeted  which  teBded 
totraacb  00  th*  right*  of  tha  Blataa  or  Ae  diliana,  whlsh 
that  CoBTt  hH  Bot  aOnaed.  Bit;  aoBMthlng  la  thla 
matter  which  ha*  eMV«d  aamtlar,  Sll ;  Mnaga  In&ta- 
aUoB  lo  Hppo*a  that  aatr-lBtete*(  la  the  Jnat  bad*  of  la- 
pertlaltnddL 


,glc 


Tkt  >  BMUr  BU;  Ita*  tXMntlm  l«n  of  u^  pHpli, 
wka  HHrt  tMr  ri^t  to  xlf'^OTenBUt,  ■tmld,  la  ■ 
BMn  (BpbiMa  mu*  Uu  »r  Mhu  at  Udr  lin,  ba 
•BlUd  to  tluli  eoDdltliiB,  014;  w*  ■»  tufbt  tint  tins 
llbntr  ud  pnp«^  (^  Um  dUnu  an  ncnUUd, 
~  ~  ~>7UieBUUi,U«;l(liUo»ll*hanldb« 


Bit;  ■»>TwH 

rf  Um  JndMirj,  B»;  anr  on 

can;  a  nnipctlOB,  OIT  i  pomr  ilinji  prufTMli 

Uu  vuE  of  thli  bUl  li  anl^t  rf  ulnrtal  snnplalDt 


J,  BIT;  I 


arrfliBukft,BlB. 


tri>A  btU,  Oil;  tlia  ddlMt  Mur  ts  b*  iDwU*!  <• 
0owli(  OM^MVt  tb*  DQlHtadlBOBi  8^nB«  Cooit 
will  b*  Uttk  UIM  lUa  1B«*  i^lbMl^  oovt  of  Uh 
Jiid|n«ml>  *Dd  of  th«  4m(w«  df  tk*  lafMor  emrU,  Sll ; 
BO  BU  wm  Bf  tlut  tUa  pbB  (Mr  •  Jodhduj  win  ds  ftiT 
Uf  IcBgttaot  ltBH,B»;  th*  hel  of  diJif  li  Uwnotoil- 
OHta  nf  all*  fcraul  praoCMM;  what  li  ths  matdjfiii 
lUi  IntriHls  erll  of  tlM  qnUm  ItHlfr  BMj  to  oodUds 
tlu  Bnpnnia  Oonrt  to  tha  dntia*  sT  tlH  Bnpranu  Oonrt, 
at;  tba  MpuBlloa  of  tba  origtBil  and  ^ipallita  Jorii- 
dlitlaw  vu  Utandad  br  tha  CoNUtotlM, 


rtSit;  tba  tl 


wwbai 


it  la  aald  IturUlba  iaMttt- 
MU  to  ban  tha  wnrt  itsUanad  at  tha  aaat  ef  foran 
DHBt,  mi  how  would  tba  lotrtsMii  aril  of  tba  antai 
npplrtbadaftattoba  tappUed  br  tha  pnpaaad  amani 
maallBU;  It  la  Hid  tha  aratam  af  local  aDBrta  tar  tbe 
axardaa  of  orlgUal  JnrladletlBa  will  ba  napopDlar, 

na  fTiaTansaa  which  eilat  and  vUoh  It  la  tha  o^aet 
•(  tba  bill  to  ramadj,  BM ;  tha  nnadj,  HM;  the 
en  Blatta  bare  beaa  admltUd  oa  aa  e^aal  fooUai  with 


aald  to  be  inrlag  to  tompofaiy  eaaaca,  Ufl ;  if  tha  people 
had  oot  ooaBdaoee  la  lb*  Meia)  eanrta  tbaj  woold  ana 
liiaaBtataoosna,SHj  ohJaedoBa  agalnal  tbe  blU,  BtT ; 
It  la  laid  there  are  otbei  aamaTODa  Jodleial  tilbiinala 
ban  whioh  ao  laeoDTanlaBCo  li  Ibahd,  ns ;  uaoj  coau 
M*  deddad  U  (ba  Hooae  «f  Leida,  NB;  are  wa  aot 
Baca  Ukalj  to  got  UdlTf  AluU  qoallAed  Sir  the  rftoatJon 
brMla«aa«  than  from ktiadlatrWalNt;  thejadld- 
trj  abaald  not  be  p«t  oo  a  Italiat  that  wUI  ramdar  It 


tloa  la  admitted  to  baabaanLUt:  It  la  aald  thelamoe 
IB  tba  nomber  of  tha  Jsdgia  will  bare  a  tandeiuir  to  aet 
aflgal  all  tba  deoMaaa  In  eoiatltstlaual  qatatloi^  BIO ; 
It  la  aakad,  do  jon  Baenre  tbla  fliodnaia  and  perioanandy 
tv  ErieoUBg  tba  bmi  BSD  \  a*  dUBenltr  with  the  bad- 
aea  bate*  dWilet  jodgaa  Ite  a  oeiiCai7toeoak^BtI; 
tber  aia  «ld  to  ba  Inoompetait,  BBIj  It  la  etfd  the 
Jadfea  ahanld  aot  b*  ahot  op 
paiaad.Wl. 
AmeadBuat  dleagraed  to  bftb 


oallB,  aad  the  otbei  to 


I ;  fine  nlalad  to  the  ar 


ilFdnomwi;  1 


BBl ;  ■  lapnhaaalbla  and  ^Uadooa  i^aetlon 
lothareildaneapolst.BU:  otjacdon  to  thi  Ibrm  of  the 
HacDda«Bl,BBl;  the  aeisiBtloii  or  eonneethn  or  Ohio 
nd  Santaakj.NW;  eTiawthat  aboold  allaaoa  tha  op- 
padtlao.  BBS ;  Toto  to  adhaic,  EBB;  report  on  the  mat- 
■■a  of  the  Bonae  reqaaaUif  a  oonftnaoa,  BBL 
Hored  to  eoneldar  tba  report,  Bfl;  to  ^ipolnt  eon- 
d  the  TOU  of  adharanea,  BBI ;  aooia 
~   BBT;  BO  (ood  afltatad  bj  a 


Seaala  ted  aiUbltod  •  wiW  of  mfmk  to  Iht  ilta 
BoaaB,BBI;  whaa  a  aoBfUaaia  la  aikad  haBart^ 
waja  bean  (raatadrSBB;  a  qaeetlon,lB  ag(lk>]df 
eap^le  of  doing  tha  baalBMa  In  (Ala  od  SmMcil 
IBB ;  report  airead  to,  BB(. 

In  the  HeBM,  l^ialadaa  oa  tha  nt^tot,  dl ;  b(» 
Ttodaa  of  paternal  re^id  which  each  Blele  ftih  ea 
alone  tin  atoancth  and  drnibilUr  to  tk  l|iaB^ 
wUd  bind  01  tecelbar,  tU;  tba  cUm  rf  thi  di 
waatanetatacRS;  tha  proTMoni  of  thh  Ml  ■>  Ml 
eiBhialTelr  tor  the  beaeflt  of  Ihcaa  BlaUi  wkU  n  ftt 
moat  aniiosi  fbr  Ita  aneeeia,  Bll :  the  dihie  <(  Tai» 
aee,  OUa,  aad  Kentoekj,  (11 ;  II  la  laid  ihi  BiBbwrf 
Jndfea  fU  tba  dlaoharsoof  oidlnairMdiMnaUk 
iBooBTanlaDtlr  largo,  BIB ;  ov  iralata  al  1^  bfl^ 
BIB  J  anlBoreaaaafthaBnBibai,ltiiaild.niiU>wta 
tbaraaponalbllltrof  eaeh.U4;  It  livltk  u  iriDli- 
oialoBt  OB  eonaUtatloaal  qnaathiu  that  a  lamw  h 
deelrad,n4. 

Wbataiathaarlkof  the  pr«aaat>laUe(tUv>llt 
pcopoaed  to  remadrf  SIB;  tha  objecafcr  eUAM 
aratan  •*«  luatnted,  BIB;  are  Ibeea  cAJeiB  UUnll 
BIB;  whj-do  wodedfo  thaeaubnahmantcfiandlh- 
ileadof  a  dIaMet  oonrtrBK;  adraBt^a te Ui UBt- 
•ntir  a  cinalt  aUawlth  a  dlatiMJiu^lIIiMll* 
eoftUaw 


arU  pi 


■,BII;< 


lh)BiiuaBda«*liiitlt,«B;  tblablU  U  Impoduiab 
lag  tha  potley  which  la  to  goran  tba  old  IklrtttB  BUi 
U  n^rd  to  new  mambara  of  thli  UalcQ  el  Ik  Via 
end  Ooath,  tU;  If  the  eitoHtoa  la  to  dtpud  ■  Oi 
nnmbar  of  new  caeca,  where  wiU  roB  Bad  ■)  *Ui  I  Wl 
■  IntheaewBtnleerei*;  la  It  Icglta]  to  affie  «M 
*o  antb*  ijalam  bocuiM  fon  can  Andatfiili^M 
la  ambarrawdl  nO, 

HonUMBtM  raai*  rinoe  tba  ttKalkB  if  OapB 
waa  called  to  thla  aabjeot  bj  PreddaBt  lUlw.  K 
the  people  (<  the 'Weatam  atatea  heve  ail^l  BlB"' 
all  tha  InuBDOltlae  aKtandad  to  anr  otfaer  BBK  n;  V 
the  Jadlidal  la  ooeitonalTa  with  the  l^UUlK  ' 
qnaatlOBB  relaUng  to  Uod  gnala  In  Oblo  niai)^" 


•ilatlnf  atata  of  the  SoTaath  CIrealt,  M;  dWM' 
thioa  nortb-wcaUm  UatM,  tn  i  maUM  d  tbi  IfdM 
Btatca  whan  tha  JodMMT  WM  Snt  aquM  tt 


tba  oaoae  of  alarm  at  the  pispoaed  IsenaHcfHP 
BM;  ^inebenalona  that  aoma  of  the  decWw  ^^ 
reTeTaed,BM;  tba  whole ajitamtf  tUiooaatirbrf- 
mUj  wtMK  «B;  mneh  mid  of  the  iBoeniiitWi  p«r 
of  EngUah  ooBila,  B9Bl 

HoTod  toraoommtt  the  UU,  B»;  qriteo  jnV^^ 
lbblll,BBI;dOM  tba  pneant  tTBtem  deBfJMW" 
*B7maBta>B:  wtarai*  the  iwaaen l' tUi  Ml ** 


Uwe,«80;  thii  >rniaant  tuMonnd.  BM ;  vhu  u>  ^ 
propoaca,  BBI ;  ws  tha  ^atam  of  UBl  eieilbien  4 
sxperioMe  t  BSl ;  the  ajatom  of  tUa  un  laaael  i**^ 
«B;iaotioBk«t,(n. 

Ot  tha  itectilon  of  thia  qaartlaB  haB^tbaHAir* 
tbti  gnat  ooSidlaato  brannh  of  tha  eorenB«^^ 
aas  tha  prcaanl  ijelom  be  aa  axtandad  M  to  ton  » 
otfeata  la  rlawT  S8t;  wa  ihall  daiJn  etUa*  ■'''' 
legiarnHiaB[neraH'at]Bdgea,<84;  the  mf"*'' 


pai^iU  ihonld  be  eaUaflad  with  jadldal  iilWMi  * 


thaJadgMoftlu  anpnou  Onot  vltli  Uu  Clmilli,  US: 
tlia  pMpIa  wbo  ban  bialHii  In  Iha  InfBlor  «miti  ic 
not  daln  appaiU,  <SB ;  fttrthM-  otiHoUoni  souMand, 
eM;  Tarlouiiu>tlaiuiiud^«II;)>mordnMtasUiM 

AtHefary  ^yKolL— A*  AhIm,  toL  I. 
Antui,  not*  on  Um  anlbonlijp  eC  168. 


Kabi,  Euju  B.,  BmitoT  fton  IHIdoU,  (80 ;  anthariorldi 

Ouul,  M>;  OD  Ibi  Dtani]  Bnmp  Cuul,  Ml. 
KnLoso,  Cbibui,  BeprasenUtlT*  fn>m  H*ir  Teik,  SM. 
Kurr,  JouFM,   BaprcHstillT*  from  IfuTluid,  SM    ,8m 

KUE,  Jon  L,  ScpnttsIitlTs  from  Ku^ud,  EM; 
Jlidl<dir7  B^nam,  MS. 

Knum,  DiTiD,  BaprcHaUtlTB  from  Halae,  DM,  Stt  A- 
dMI,  ToL  T. 

Xnrs,  Bonn,  on  petltloiu 

THolDtloD  to  ■ppropilats  Ihe  prOosedg  of  th>  psbUi 
Uadi  to  cmudistlin,  m.    8M  ii«I«,  toIl  1,  «,  B,  (  T 

KnrD,  TiuiAH  K,  Siutor  from  Alibam*,  8S0;  on  (bi 
norlda  Gwul,  KSi  on  Uh  Jadldurbtll,  «S;  nhUn 
to  tb*  pnbUo  ludi,  MO;  on  tta«  CiMk  nst},  BH 
nlkUTe  to  Tin*  tai  oUtb  ludi  In  *i.)-™.,  DH.  fiM 
fctfM,  TOl*  *,  H,  \  T. 

Kais&T,  Nebuub  K,  Sautor  from  Bhoda  Iilul,  150. 
£m  /iuIa^  toL  T. 

Kkuh,  Obid^  on  tba  manunlil  of  Edwifdi,  tf ;  « tb* 
MTtgatloD  of  wHtan  ilnn,  H ;  oo  Um  peul  aoda  of 
Ibe  United  eutat,  188;  BapiaaentatlT*  lUm  Puaafl- 
TMili,  EM;  im  tba  SiOMiij  iptam,  tU. 


>dtatbaaaul« 
lot;  npiT  to  tba  kddnM  oTtbe  BaHto  ud  Hdbm,  lOT; 
Uites^tkmbTtbaHoBMiWO;  iddraii  of  tba  Bfokar 
to  Um,  M*;  hkraplf,  ML 
Zi^byMt,  graUtinU  !«.— In  tli*  Boikta,  ■  bin  raportad  to 
Diiba  anopamatlon  to  Idl^atta  tat  bli  airvloee  tnd 
oipaBditniM  StaiBf  tba  Amailou  Barolntlon,  101 ;  on 
ndarlnf  to  tUrd  reading,  101;  fall«ite11t0fl«lk;atla'i 
urrlOM  admlttad,  101 ;  otben  eiertwl  tbenualTH,  alM), 
to  tbelr  utuiHt  1b  ths  urae  cuK,  lOS ;  prlBslple  of  tba 
Mil  abl«tad  ta,10ai  vbit  BTldann  that  tba  uamiBt 
pmpoead  *h  tba  proper  aoieaiit  ct  compaBatloB  r  101 ; 
norad  to  raaomDilt  the  blU,  loa ;  II  wu  hoped  tblg  bill 
▼oald  giro  rlaa  to  no  o^eatjona,  lot;  tba  adoption  of 
thla  DMBdu*  will  be  Bot  mif  an  act  of  JnMlee  to  Ia- 
A^nte  bat  a  dat;  ve  owe  to  osnelTea,  Ift;  InooBuot 
LaValto  whan  be  embaibad  foi  America,  101;  bla  ai- 
r  7ean  of  tbs  Eerdntioii,  101; 


dred  tbooHtid  diriton,  Is  tba  Mrrloa  of  tbli  aonntrf, 
madaf  101;  tba  balanoe  1b  bU  fhTor  fkr  OToeeda  the 
■nuiintortblBbtlUia!;  the  grant  of  land  lo  luftratte, 
In  laoe,  lOR;  loeated  dmt  How  Oflaans,  KM;  anbe*- 
qnaBtlr  (ranted  to  tba  d^  bf  Confraea,  IM ;  lt>  Talne, 
IM 1  aurrendered  to  the  dt;  bj  lo&rett*  toonar  tluia 
wt«r  Into  UUfatloB  wllb  any  poblle  bodf  In  tbe  United 
BtateB.l«;  now  woitb  bjUfamllllon.  10' 
aTeraaked.  108;  aeeordlngtopnMdant 
wonid  b*  bound  to  osnptnnte  bim,  1( 
torrwl  to,  lot;  «n  tbli  biU  OTer  be  draw 
eTBBohaeaieeTer occur (gitunoi;  detain irf tba bUl, 
IM ;  tba  proTWan  to  be  mad*  abonld  not  oslf  be  worthf 
gf  tba  dbtin^nlabad  panon  fin  wboB  It  ti  tnliwdiHli  btit 


wntbj  the  chanota  of  tba  Amerli 
UllcT  tbat  Libretto  bad  OTei  mad 
the  mltleet  dljcklmod,  US;  Mil  pewd  tba  Senate  1»; 


108;  reply,  lOT. 

In  tbe  HoDie.  a  bill  relaUve  ti 
bill  broDtbt  In  aaddanly  Bad  wltbont  i^poitaeltT  Air 
eOBaBlUtloB,lMj  a  dlflWeBae  or  opinion  Ba  to  tba  fins 
of  the  DieafBT*  piloted  bytbe  bill,  lot;  nuwetlnKto 
think  and  act  npon  It  reqnlred,  100 ;  motloB  to  lay  on 
tbe  taUo  eanf  Bd,  lUk 

Tba  ol^aotlona  not  anttolpalad, »«;  bk  aBTrleM  dar- 
iBf  tba  war  of  tba  SoroluUon  ware  known  and  Mknnrl- 
edfed  by  eTety  one,  IIB ;  be  ebo  bnrn^t  Impartant 
and  TBTj  neoBflaery  BBppUea  to  an  finmanaB  iBMUnI, 
oonddarlBf  It  waa  tba  olhiing  of  a  prtvate  IndtTldnil, 
no ;  tba  loosUoD  of  hUland  In  ITaw  OrlBana, »(;  merad 
'  toraeoBualtw)thiiia(rTiolliHu.llB;  tbli  motton  iBTOtreB 
the  principle  that  Oongreaa  la  abont  to  rander  aompav 
aatloB  to  LaOiyett*  udar  tba  obbgattoB  ot  ■  bend,  no; 
then  la  a  dafree  of  laiaUimj  In  Iho  nutlon  wUA 
wonld  iboek  UiB  BBndbUlty  ot any  bononUo  mind, til; 
a  motlan  vUeb  ti,  In  a«Mt,  to  test  tba  raaMlM  of  tb* 
pTBBBBt  maaanro,  HT;  meb  a  caae  aa  thla  tan  mtot 
ooear  afaln,— If  It  ahoBld,  will  tbli  people  ibilnk  fTan 
meaUng  It!  SIT;  not  DBdarrtood  that  any  oppNitlOD  la 
madeIothep>ini!lplaarihe\lU,nT;  tba  prOHat  mo- 
tloBtBatatbeatnBgtliiottbeblll,llS;  one  of  tboee  aoH 
oTwhleblt  ml^tbe  teld  Ibal,  U  done  et  all,  It  AooU 
be  done  qnlekly,U8;  delay  m^bs  better  In  oidBr  to 
aaenra  onanlntty,  IIS;  mored  to  poequna,  StS;  motton 
tolay  on  tbe  table,  loit,  110;  Ibaqooadon  preeantad  by 
tbe  oi^nenla  admlte  of  bnt  two  donbta  of  tbe  Ihct^  or  tbo 
tnfarenoM  from  them,  HI ;  Bun  expended  by  Idkyetta, 
SIO;  tha  (laotofland,  til;  wbat  lathe  ebaraelar of  tiM 


■  ofbred  and  loat.  m ;  *ot*  en  tba 


bin,«ll;|iBeMd,ni.    die  JwtaB,  n 

Zalie  Atperlor  Oipp*r  lOntt^^la  tbs  Benais— a  bm  to  aa- 
tbertia  Ireatlnc  with  the  Indiana  Ibr  the  rtglit  of  db- 
oorering  aad  working  eertain  mlne^  181 ;  theaa  BlMii 
bow  long knovn,  181;  alioaeiapplTelthoDielaliin;  . 
.  tbe  problem  of  tbeeemluaon^t  to  be  BolTed,  181  itte 
aonntry  ihould  be  examined  belbre  Boy  thing  fBrtbei 
WH  dont^  181;  Indlatloni  on  Lake  Bnperlor,  IS*. 

la  tbeHonJ^ablU  nlatlTe  to,  ooaddersd,  818 ;  tbe 
mlneaorgrBatriliie,  848;  iDterfcranoaofgonnnMitln 
mining  property  deprecated,  348;  partlenlan  ot  tho 
mlneB,8l8ibUIr«]eeted,Sia    «H  AAi^  Toli.  1,  T. 

LamitiJbrEaitea4tm.—Bi*Inam^  toL  T. 


ZiMii  TWet  <»  ZoalBbNto,  do.  JHmontI.— 5ta  Adaa^  ToL  T. 
£awl<ireMrH.«MAbiec^Tola,l,S,«,^T.  PutUalMuU. 
T-^ajiur,  Jaw,  on  petltioBe  from  fbrdgnei^  11^    Sta  J*- 


liATMnor,  BAuirai.,  BepreaantatlTa 
A«7a<(«^T0lB.S,T. 

Li.innnB,  Jotim,  BepreientatlTe  from  PaBnaylTiBla,BtA, 

Zootl  Jftnea— Ae  Hvtirn,  toL  T. 

Liooiipn,  JosarB,  BepreaentaUTc  tKm  Keatnrty,  SN. 

~  xjavn,  BonxaT  P.,  on  the  ooeapying  elalmant  lawa  fltf 
Kantneky.Bl;  oAuB  reeolntiana  nlBllTa to dOBMonTor 
tbs  Bnprem*  Conrt  abettag  ooenpyjng  dalmaBl  laws  of 
Kantnoky,  Bl ;  BaprHantatlTe  from  Kentaeky,  S8&  St 
Jhdim,TA1. 

Za*r«>CW«iv.J;«BBr.— IntbeHoiiee,an  Itan  to  qipro- 
ptlate  |100,CKW  oooMend,  «TT ;  olt|w)t  V  the  anmprt- 
alloB,*n;  tba  pnaant  itM*  of  tUnp^  *n  i  IMbM  4*- 


,  CocH^lc 


library  qf  Oaitffrtit.— 6— HUItB.  Tii.i. 
IMmrf  ef  Mr.  Jt/kmrn—S—  Itulm,  toL  B. 


^DTiA,  Pma,  BcpnHDtitlTa  from  J 
UTT  Tvd  it  BdUaon,  688.    te  J 
Mm  Oak  nmbir.—S*i  Indin,  toL  T. 


mppnadoD  of  plniir>  U>~ 


ICTDraiMH,  Xnw^m,  on  tb*  ddm 

nparli  on  Wt  tddrta*  of  Nlnlu  Ediraidi,  89  j  on  ro- 
BUBdMon  to  L>fcr*lt«i  ■'*;  ™  ■  D>nl  Hhwl,  MS;  m 
vliBM  •fOntl  mi  0111  t«t  BUtM,  tM  1  on  Iha  peul  eoda 
<<tha  TTaited  BCUh,  186. 

B^inmUtln  ftvni  LoaUiiM,  tM;  < 
AlMasdl  on  Csltod  SUtH  Hock.  WT. 

1S4    Btutcir  IVDn  HirfluO,  HO ; 
1b  Bnun^  Klnr.  4M. 

IiUini.  Jum,  on  paUtiani  hum  ftmlfiicn,  111;  pmuti 
iwdTH  of  MuHcbsHUi,  llg;  on  tin  Inlmul  tnd* 
witli  Hizlse,  111,  lM;'onthanppnariaDafpIiuril>T; 
nlitiTt  lo  tlm  jDpprMidDB  af  pinej, 
pilittoii  ft>r  tbe  CamlwTluid  road,  ITT.  Bciulm-  from 
XMMcbiiMtt*,  «M ;  OB  HTalotlonuT  boanl;  ludi,  MB ; 
nhUnto  lh<  mothar  of  Commodon  Poitar,  NT;  on 
tht  Import  ofwIiiH,  MS;  on  dl*erimliutlii(  dnClH,  t 
OD  tiAlDt  B«k  In  Ua  LonliTllla  ouul,  MS;  on  I 
TMUfs  eoUaatloii  dMrlcls,  U*. 

Z«w  JKlt-dM  Add^  TO),  a. 

Loon,  Jonr,  SapnaasUtlTS  from  Mimnhntnttn.  DM 

Lei-t  Jfftfw.— Aceoont  of  (be  AmsriBu  daart,  IST. 

Loxi,  Jam,  BapnaanUUTn  from  Kotth  Cinrilu,  DM.    i 

XM  AiWa,  4ii  Waiklngton.—8tt  Tndm,  rat.  T. 
Lo<inn,  Waltd,  as  Ilia  tnd*  irltb  Ueiloo,  Ul ;  «  I 

nbMrlpHaD  to  U»  Deliwi 

<1HKB  B«»tH7  of  tha  BauU,  MO. 
XmMwu,  nX*  /»r  Pntldsnl  <•  18U,  tM.    Ai  tiutm, 

T0lL4,fi,6. 

ZmWihw,  fwnlkaM  v:— iM  IMIarL,  Tali.  1, 1     TVm^i.— 
Am  A^  toL  a.     nn4f«iT.— £k«  JnOan,  Toll.  I,  4, 

"       "     ~IE,T0l(. 


Iboolt.  Himunn.  oo  ttia  bill  m 

iitR>rd<ibt,111;  ontlia 

tnda'wllhIfail<»,lM.1l»;oi 

to  thii  Daliwu*  ud 

Beutor  Itoio  Nortli  Cunlin*,  SBO ;  < 


1  tlia  Fuu 


•fdutUklDtitoek  In  Uia  LanUrlllfl  euiil,Ma;  ontl 
aitcDt  tt  EiaoDtlTa  povan,  SHI ;  od  u  woradmant  t 
til*  ConiUtntliRi,  HM;  an  lb*  radnaOon  of  Eieentli 
pMrouic^  S«l).    .^ /iKf  «^  TolL  1, 1,  S,  i  t^  ^  T. 

JfMI  Th^.—£t*  TivUb,  vbI.  I. 

JToAh,  admUlA  qf.—8u  IndtK,  toL  & 

Jra«H,TotaARPnaldaBtlDlBH,SH.    S-jHim.nLt. 

JfMoK  Rougt  (7M«.— In  Itia  Hooia— a  naohilkB  t*Wli 


U,  wutldHad,  114;  tka  cUm  ha  baan  . 


thaaiM.tT*. 
I1AU.11T,  Bouts  C,  on  tha  mnnorfi]  aT  Edwudi,  41;  « 

lbaChaaapaakaudDa1>v>nouiil,tTS;  on  tbaOsosb 

mUltUclnlmtiW;  BapnecBUtlTa  from  TRiDoiil,aM; 

«iUiaPinuiuCoD(i«M.*Sl;<N;  nliUra  to  ■  Dtar  ud 

Dnmb  Aulnm  Id  Kantnckr.  Tib     5m  ImHo,  nL  I. 
HlnacK,  Vii.LnP.,aDtliadi7  0ra4)oiinuii«t,81;  on  n- 

mnnantlon  to  lAftraHc,tlT;  nliitln  to  Oa  aleetiaa 

of  Prrddtnt  b^lba  Bodh,  KK;  BapnacBUttra  ftan 

Moitb  CusUiu,  BM.    St  IndiK,  toL  T. 
Haubu,  Jomi  B.,  KapiwntatlTa  frno  ' 

nliUn  to  >  V«tem  Aimorr,  Soa 
HuxiLi,  Hbbh,  B^imantBliTa  tMin  Saw  Tot,  EM. 
Hauut,  Pnur  a.,  mom  ■  all  of  tha  Hoiua.  M;  ibbts 

B  Tota  of  thuki  to  tha  Bpeikar,  MS;  B*pn*«Btitlf* 

fram  PaaurlnnEi,  DM. 
**'**»,  WzixiAH,  BanatoT  fhim  FonnvrlTaalB,  SS<L 
UABmr,  BouBI  S^  BapiaaeDtallTe  fnu  UnrflBBd,  M& 
MuTDiDtu,  H.  C,  Kapn«ntitiva  fMm  TStw  Tock,  9N 

Et  Axbos  ToL  T. 
KAsnv.  Ddslr.  on  Tamnnanllon  I 


Maryland  Mtmarial  «• 
5h /wlaii,  ToL  B. 

Ifary^and  rota  ft»  Pnald 
US.  *.<,«. 

jrama<JHi»4ttt  Mtmarlal 


Oi  Kad  4/'  iraUaoat  4/Sair^— 
BnIlnIBM,>M.  »tA<M,nb. 
oa  SU  War  ^lBlL~£te  Ado, 


JAuaoeihiuttt,  Clatat  q)t— la  the  Ban**— cap«t  on,  41; 
moTtd  to  rtfar  to  tha  CommlCtaa  of  tha  Wholl  an  tha 
Btita  of  tha  TJDlon,ta;  glTlng  ItDDdaa  prafkmea  one 
other  boiliieiA,  fiO;  tb«  ImpiHtuiofl  of  tlio  dmlm,  fiO; 


h»a  the  •one  dlieetlop  u  the  elulmiof  Q«cl^ai: 

rattcrad  to  ■  Commlttaa  o(  tha  Whole,  SI ;  mdmttoa 

ralttlT*  to,  111. 
Kattdoei,  Jobii,  BepnaantatlTa  from  Tamont,  SM.     Sm 

Ad«i,Tid.T. 
HoArkux,  DiTBtux,  oa  tha  Tir^nlt  hll|ltU7  kate  MIL 

>T;  OD  tha  DBTlgitloD  of  WHtera  riTer^  «    «m  &- 

dM^TOLT. 

UoOoT,  WiLuui,  on  Uw  Tlrfflnli  IfUllUT  lu&  Mil  (T; 
DD  tho  WibMb  ouHl.  TS;  on  the  Weiten  NettaBd 
nad,  IM;  on  tha  Ooorgln  mlllUn  dilma,  nS;  on  tte 
■DppiMBlon  of  pitB«r,  MS;  BapTeeentaUTO  ftnaTIt^ 
(InlB,  DH;  ralBtlTa  to  a  Deaf  anl  Dumb  AijhiB  In 
K>ntaiftT,TV.    dM  AtfM,  tdIi.  4,  S,  «^  T. 

UoDufnn,  Qboio^  OB  tha  UiUf  bm,  H;  oatbemcaMiU 
d  BdwkAt,  4] ;  on  the  amendment  to  tba  Bopnae 
OooR  Ull,  Tt;  OB  remnnantloB  to  L^rettc,  Sll;  aa 
the  We(teniIIUloBiliwd,&tt,KT,Kr;  nlatlTOtotte 
election  of  Pnddeat  b^  the  Hobm,  Ml ;  Bepn«te- 
tlTe  from  Booth  CarollBi,  EM ;  rtUtlre  to  the  Ca^na* 
■t  Fuiiuiu,MT,«4S;  on  tha  tnaj  if^n^Rliaca,  SI; 
on  tha  EleetJan  of  PngldeBt  and  Tloe  Pnaldent,  «& 

3t4lkdM,Ttl.1. 


naortil  of  Xdinrda,41,44;  c 


oL^n,  LoTn,  en  1 
the  d^  of  Bdjon 
Dalawan  caul,  >T<;  on  the  elaethm  of  PnaUent  b; 
Om  Hoii*a,ailia;  n)WlT*talb*«lMtt<a«rn^- 


mtitiTg  tma  Di 


l«iitbrth*Hoiiia,l>T,SOI;  Bspi 
w*n,  BWj  Tobid  tar  u  tpokar,  SBT:  nUtlTs  to  ths 
PuuDs  CoDgnu,  tN ;  OD  tlu  mliiloD  to  GnitenuiU, 
en;  OB  Clia  InppDTt  gf  tt«  UtMrii  Agency,  OTT.  >n,  nv ; 
on  ft  iQTTAr  of  lurbon  In  0«orglft,4B3^  onabmkvnlor 
In  tb«  DoUmrx,  (ST.    »« /lidn,  toU.  8,  T. 

HoLuK,  ViLLun,  OD  (ho  Wtbuh  ud  Ulunl  mul,  tt; 
BopreHDUUTa  from  Ohio,  SW. 

Malfuiiit,  WiLum,  B■p^Ml^Dt■tlT■  ftem  New  Tgrk,  BH, 

MoN^U.  A^  hU  loUar  on  tnda  with  Ihi  Ilsilan  Prorla- 
coi,n. 

KoKiiu,  Aicshald,  SeprsaanUUn  from  Karth  Cuv- 
Uu,  SH.    5h  /luKe,  ToL  T. 

JTodUominocM  TVd^— 5h  Jiid«^  TOt.  1 

Macs.  Eiu,  BepruuUtln  from  Virmont,  EK  »«/»- 
d«,  loU.  S,  T. 

Jftmbtn  nf  Cbn^iM.— In  tbo  Honis— &  molnUoa  ts  Mil 
SB  tho  PKildentfiiiilUtDrappolabnonUfnuDilDHtli* 
loandALioD  of  do  GoTanmant,  offlvrod  uid  oouldondi 
lOS;  obJoctoTUKcill.goe;  hoir  ou  tbs  Proaldootu- 
ooitdnf  «0a;  br  tlw  naatii,  of  thii  Hodm,  US;  In- 
qnlif  ihsnldboroAmdtoaoiHnmltloo,  SH;  rHolnUoB 
■doplod.«l9. 

MBim,CuiuiF.,  ont)wd>7Dri4]inininiaat,Sl;  on  n- 
miuienUon  to  La&jstU,  lllj  on  reioBsentloD  tn  tho 
Hliipr*  ■DffCnn.eWi  ODS  n^TiI  ubDol,Sg8i  nlUlTO 
to  Iha  ElrcUon  of  Pnoldent  bf  the  Hddw,  800;  on  tho 
Cbawq>wko  nd  Ohio  cu  '  ~ 

Tlr|JnU,GM    «l« /f>d«s  toU  S,  T. 

MnuwuTon,  J  asm,  BopreHnlillTa 

MuviM,  Ou. 


iHiion  of  the  elghteonlb  CongrHi,  M ;  from  Proilden 


PiMldoDt  UonrM,  MOj  nlMlvo  ta  an  analgned  act,  183 ; 
tolidTe  to  tha  presernlloD  of  tha  lodlua,  S8>;  lint 
■BBual  of  Jolm  <i.  AdHDi,  (SO;  lelatlTa  to  tha  Puaou 


Finaiu  mlidon,  Oi  \  ralatlTa  to  ■  poM  on  tfao  north- 

VMtMMt.«a. 

UtniAU',  Taoiua.  on  tha  Dunbar  of  Jndcaa  In  ooulltn- 
tlonal  aiHa,TBi  SopnMDtaUTa  from  Eaotnokr,  MM; 
toUUTo  to  tho  Puunu  Cdbikh,  BBT  I  on  tha  Fuunu 
OOBCTMa,  SK    8t*  Imtta,  toU.  0,  T. 

IBUtarj)  ABodtnm  amd  Atadtmitt.—an  Jitdta,  Tola.  % 


TflTT*!  Jour,  BapmantatlTa  from  Vtn  Toit,  DM. 
Mii.i.n,  DunxLH,,S«Fre(aDliUT0(lrQmPaaiii7lTuil»,l)M. 

B*»  ItuUa.  tdL  I. 
1IILU,EUJXB  H,  OD  tho  nppioiiloa  of  idncr,lK,]5t; 

on  u  •qtBOMitiB  imtnitatVwUngtoiiiMI;  Banatnr 

IMm  Haw  BimpaUia,  8M ;  on  tha  abolition  of  Impili- 

onmaDt  IM  dabt,SN;  nliUra  torioilda  lawi  laqioot- 

Ing  wraeki,  SM. 
Horn,  GiAu.^  BapfeaantaHTo  from  Pann^lfuli,  tlH; 

nUUra  to  tha  snlUTatloa  of  tha  mnlbarir  tna,  KI, 
Jftal,  «HafrlHilM»iH  q/^-Bt*  Indt^  Tola.  1, 1. 
JOmwla't  Aii>a<IWoiw-£M  /MfaB,  loL  4. 
La  Ibi  Pnaldaot,  Id  18M,  lU. 
L(a~Jte  /wlaa,  toL  d,  TWrOory^  jBaa  /•- 

tf*^  ToL  «,  TirrUorif. 
Mt-tttppi  Bintr,  frtt  nactoiMoKtf.St  Tndta.  toL  S. 
jnMrar<,TOUtOrPraaldontinlGSi,BU.  SHlndta,T6Lt. 
JUmturt—Bt  InOm,  toU.  t,  ^  0, 1. 
IbMBBLL,  Gkhmi  K,  EapraaastatlTa  fiom  Uaijlud,  IM 

AoAkIc^toLI. 


TdatlTa  to  dMUtlan  In  tha  annf,  (09;  relatlTB  to  Uw 

Panuna  OoDgRae,  8ST.    BapnaentetlT*  ftom  Pamufl- 

Tanta,GB«.    «h  Zados,  toL  T. 
MiroEUt,  Johh,  BepnaentatlTa  thim  PaDnsTlTsnla.  DM. 
HiTORix,  Thoxim  K,  KapnaaatallTo  troai  Bonth  Canillan, 

Ul ;  on  tha  Congraia  at  Puama,  607,  STL 
HAnoa,   Juna,  Uaaaaga  at  tha  lasond    Mnlon  of  th* 

alghloooth  Congreaa,  K;  moaiage  relatlTa  to  hli  aa- 


.U«lthg(] 


St  to  eollact  all  tha  inform 


qulTod  tor  fatnra  aodon,  10 
IDr  relief  of  paHait,D81. 
Mbiuv  doMrina,  T^—DlHiuaad,  Oi.  Sn  Famama  ml*- 


Hoon,  QisaiaL,  ralatlra  t 

ilal  of  Nlnian  Edwarda,  iL     BeprgMntatJTa  from  Al»- 

bama,  EM     St»  /mfan,  vol  T. 
Ifoou,  Thohu  p.,  KopreaaacaUva  from  Kaatnck/.  SM; 

raporta  on  the  memorial  of  tha  Daaf  and  Piunb  AjftDM 

ofKiBtnck]!,  eo;  on  a  Deaf  and  Domb  Aijlnm  Id  Ka>- 

tnokr,  TIL    &<  AiJa,  ToL  T. 
JToOor  of  Oommedort  Ptrry.^Sit  Tttdta,  rot  T. 
MotMlid  nvdpL— 5«a  /ioft^  ToL  i, 
Mu!b§rry  tnt,  anlUTattoD  tt,  a  raaolnttoo  nlatlT*  la,  odd- 

^artd  In  tha  Houa,  SOT. 


JToKimal  Obttnatory.'St  IltdtB,  ttil).  %  B. 


Xaial  Bt^MU-Stt  Ado,  tdL  B. 

Jfavia  PtnilBit  FtmA.—SM  JMsd,  toL  T. 

JTiicaJ  Sobwf.— In  the  HooM,*  leaolntlon  ralatlra  to  tba 
InatnictloD  of  mldihlpmon  eoDddoted,  IBS;  tba  ifatam 
ehoqld  taka  np  Tonn^  man  belbra  thej  eDtar  the  armf , 
aS8;  piaTiooa  eSbrti  In  tho  matter,  K8;  tho  objaol  aaa 
be  MSDmpUihad  at  a  rer;  email  OTpaBia,  Ba ;  SioUKj  of 
eanTtngontmeh  amiaaoie,  2KS;  raeolnUon  loat,  VH. 

SatlgaHm  Lam.— Sit  Aufaz^  toL  t. 

jratigatbm.  at  Waatarn  rlTan,  btU  oomldarod, «!. 

JTani/  71m6tr.—IVi  tha  Hoom,  a  molatlon  ralaUra  U, 
COjialdaTad,  AM ;  amaodod  aod  adopted,  ttn. 

ITaty  Yard  at  AiUloura,— In  tha  Honao,  an  qiproprtatlM 
(br,  oouldeiad.  tW ;  tha  olalma  whleh  Baltlnun  ooB- 
calTsa  horaairto  poaHtB,«ea;  motion  wtthdiawn,  Wl- 
ranewod,  KS;  witb^rawn,  681. 

Kiai,  BtrnxiL,  on  remaoaratlon  to  tba  Blagara  aollnei^ 
38S.    £h  AdM,  Tola.  CT, 

IftgroM,  Xtdnappinu  <>f.—3t»  Auftai,  toL  1 

SaiUral  rilaM<nf.—SM  Indaa,  Tola.  S,  4,  K,  1 T. 

Xtt  SamptUrt,  Tota  Kit  PreildoBt  In  I8M,  8M.  Aa  A- 
if«.  rota.  1,  «.»,*,  6,  «. 

JTau  Jtrttv,  TOta  Tor  Praaldant  la  ISM,  nt.  Sm  Indm, 
ToU.l,i,8,lB,», 

jr*u  Miaica  mul  Mi—ouri,  Klaitd  trad*  Eaduean.— In  th* 
Benata^  a  p^>ei  preaeotad  oontalnlng  Ikcta  Id  relation  to 
tha  origin,  proaant  Btata  and  fntoraproqwetoftradabo- 
two*D  tha  Tatlej  of  the  MlselBdppI  and  tha  intom^ 
ptoTinoee  of  Meiln,  IM;  tha  aceonnta  of  Anpiatu 
Btona,  IM ;  frnlt  of  tho**  antarprlaa*  the  preaant  jear, 
IH ;  CDtlon  oni  artlDta  of  eichaDga,  10& 

A  bill  to  lathorlie  tho  Prapidant  to  anue  a  road  to  be 
markad  oot  from  tha  ftoDtlara  of  UMontl  to  New  Kai- 
leoooliald«rad,l«r  tba  proof  of  the  Inland  D*d^lW; 
attaohi  of  Indiana  and  arblCrarf  dntlaa  of  proTlndal  M' 
tborlUtl,  ItT;  rauona  wbr  llie  bill  ahoold  paw,  UT; 
tba  tnda  Is  aDfllclantlj  Taloabla  to  naarittba  IhTor  of 
It  (TMBlM*  Is  ba  p 
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1ft ;  It  It  u  olJHt  of  (THl  nlu  ts  a»  psopla  of  Ih«  [ 
Tait.  116;  it  [•  not  thn  WNt  alma  vUeb  l>  benefltod  [ 
bj  thii  Crude,  tlie  North  ud  Bontfa  puUc^Ht*  tn  tba  | 
prsflti,  lag ;  Uia  cUlm  for  protection  nati  npoB  thi 
•unt  prlBcdpIo  wUch  curfai  pcateetjon  to  tlH  eonmcKH 
afllieDBlaiiiipom*T«7M4,la  tba  iniiit  ranota  aonn 
tdia,  ud  npoB  dlitut  iiitt,  ItS ;  i  pUla  nUenxBt  o 
mbberlM  tad  mnrdin  ooanitud  span  our  dtlieiii  oi 


puuc*  f>  M  DooHHi?  lii  ft  polltleal  u 
point  of  Tlev,  UB;  uoti|Nt  of  tlul  imgortaaat  to 
iBdEuia,  U»;  do  MiulltBtloul  otjKUou,  lU;  ] 
esduli^  IM)  1  on  thii  tntd  ir«  us  mat  bj  tha  bouudsr 
lln*aftliaUaI(edStitai,uidaniadiipon  ibnlfS  lairl- 
UfTJ  II  t  OOT*]  iDbJact  of  laglilUJon  In  riiinnM,  IM ;  t 
praoedant,  ISO;  wHiTanUlea  with  llr.  JaBhraoB  on  thli 
ntdMt,  IKl 

Uodon  to  ttrika  ont  lo  mnah  ■>  ralilM  to  tha  Nad 
irtthln  tha  Umlta  of  Unxl«a,Ul;  not  nldant  that  wa 
hiTB  a  rlfbt  to  taka  monaf  from  the  poekali  ef  tha 
people  to  expend  In  Internal  LloproTenieiita  wlttala  tha 
■  tfMM 

n  terrltoiy  ud  la  that  of 
■Bouer  power,  eTu  «U£  their  owa  eonaut,  in ;  tha 
ironiid  open  which  It  it  tiktd  fin.  It  pnleotlOB  lo  t 
oommeree  of  the  Onlted  Btatei,  in ;  whj  ihoiild  not 
afpraprittian  be  nxda  fbr  the  Wett,  whu  to  much  w 
nd  had  been  done  for  the  Beet )  in ;  aotUof  in  tho 
aeeUoD  Inoompadbla  with  the  rl«hta  or  dignity  at  the 
eorenunent,  181;  no  oonaUtnUoul  obJeetlai 
pmpoted  meunra,  Ul ;  GoTemmut  oallad  mpon  to 
aflord  thenama  proteeElaD  lo  thoee  p 
■  Inelca  tnda  at  to  thoie  Id  an;  other  part  af  tbt 
Cn]an,lgi;  u  the  frlandihlp  of  tha  IndUni 
boofht.  It  nujf  be  taftr  fin  traderi  to  to  Uironch  their 
eonntry  bf  dUAnnt  rontet  thu  to  han 
tha  WttX  bat  uerer  heiltated  to  Tale  & 
that  wat  Deeaaaarr  la  proleot  the  llTM  or  pr^>ert7  of 
OBT  tu&diii  dUiena,  in ;  tha  tame  tndlgnatton  vlia- 
ther  the  handa  of  ■  pirate  or  a  eanfe  are  Imboed  In  the 
blood  of  oar  dCliana,  183  j  the  pmteotloD  of  eommaraa 
tnthe  Viatlndleeai  mooh  for  the  beoefll  of  tha  WbI 
•t  aoT  other  part  of  the  Union,  m;  If  the  aaeUoti  la 
itanek  out,  the  eSHl  of  the  bill  will  be  distnjed,  138 : 
the  onlr  queedon  la,  eu  soDunne  be  oanled  on  there 
to  advutac*  1 184 ;  thla  It  Hmethlnc  more  thai 
trade,  IM;  whM  la  pnqxwed  to  be  done  r  IM; 
lottrlktaatloat,]S«;  bUl  ordarad  to  a  third 
IM;  thaMU*ipawd,U4, 

JKw  (MaoM,  a^fl%e»  qfi—St  /iitlim,  nL  S. 

Hbwtok.TboiuIiOD  thanppr««alanafpliaor,MT.  Bapto- 


oal'tHlirj,  «Tf  on. 
An  rori, Tota fin Prealdut la laM, BH    &*Jiidi^volt 

1,  «.«,*.  6,  «. 
SUiffO'tt  'SitlW'are.— In  the  Houa,  ■  bill  ootitldered  to  an- 
thoilM  parmenl  fiir  propertj  Icet  or  dcatrojed  hj  Ihi 
enamr  dnrlii|>  the  Utu  war,  101 ;  one  of  tha  moat  lot 
pertut  mtMUM  of  tha  leidoD.  101 ;  Imporiut  to  ban 
the  oorrefpondaMa  between  Admlml  OoohriD  and  Qio 
&eer*tti70tBtal«,«)l;  the  Home  at  fbUr  prepared  to 
net  now  at  at  mj  ftitura  time,  Kll ;  the  elalm  la  Joat,  In- 
aannsh  at  II  waa  In  ratallttlaii  fin  Iqjnriea  tint  InflUted 
en  the  enemy  bj  the  aipnea  onJer  el  thli  OoremmaBt, 
KM;  mand  the  Committee  rtae,  M;  (he  prlnelple  of 
tha  bill  la  thU,  thosfh  the  Honae  thonhl  hare  beu  oo- 
upled  OB  the  lint  dtr  of  the  war  and  deatrored  oa  thi 
aat,  the  {loveinment  [i  boOBd  to  ladamtiliy  the  ina^rer, 
beaQtethewBrlBltiewnaet,»9;  donbtftilLf  the  Got- 
ernment  la  reiponiltde  Id  uy  Date,  IfiS ;  ai  ODienimeDt 
tt  not  boDBd  la  eqnlt]'  ta  rept;  lonet  of  lUi  Hiui,  «i 


aeltherltltadietata  of  ao 
dototStt;  thadoebrlne  of 

Sq  jdlSorenoe  of  oplnloi  at  to  tha  atredona  ehaiaati 
of  the  anemr't  openUoDt  dotliic  the  tate  war,  Mi ;  I 
•TO  then  waa  a  eaaa  of  mlHIary  oeeopatlaB,  tUt  ^ 
peered  Is  be  eomplateir  io,lB;  tfa  OorennECBl  «i 
ta  mi  ae*  bosnd  to  IndemnUy.  Ihia  waa  oBa,  IB;  h 
tloi  to  Blrike  ont  (he  *i****H»j  elanae,  IH ;  tha  gnt 
qaaatlan  la— what  It  tha  natoi*  aad  ehatsetei,  nod  whi 
It  the  extent  of  the  obllsttloD  which  ■  whok  eommi 
nltf  owM  to  111  IndlTldnal  DMmben  tot  loat*  "■*■*•" 
dnrintr  a  tlate  at  warthro  from  aeta  of  the  enanij,  nt 


The  prlndptat  of  ni 
dowD,>iT;  the  dreamataDeaa  of  tha 

frontier  hare  been  i<  tha  aoat  polcnut,  ae 
(EaTvtedklDd,  9S&;  theargDmeDtthatpajmaBtftrBaA 
laaaea  wonld  ludiioe  aD  anainr  to  make  onlTniBl  desala- 
tloD,  Id  order  to  nda  the  llnaDdal  meant  of  the  GoTer*- 
meDb  DnfiHiDded,  US;  an  lUottntlan,  »8;  wat  tlkan 
u  act.of  thiB  Oorenunent  reIatlD(to  the  propertyda- 
ttrojed,  whleh  Indoeed  a  flhanga  of  ita  peddc  eharw4i^ 
anddolhtdltwlthaimllke  ane,aBd  dU  thM  iliii^a 
prodnee  Ita  detttnetlan  t  tti. 

The  Eharaoter  of  the  nl)|eet,  W;  laaadiputof  thli 
eoantiT,  and  aaeh  DUD  la  It,  to  protest  hlmaelfT  m- 
maj  there  Dot  be  aome  caeca  la  wUoh  an  Imperftet  eb- 
UgidoDli  atfonter  and  nor*  pttfeet  tbrna  p    '     ' 

llaein  Kl ;  on  " 

eedenta.  an ;  look  at  the  honea,  laddlea,  brtdlea  patd  Jo 
M  the  Veat,  ttt;  the  as<hrln|a  on  the  frontiar,«»; 
refercDoe  to  Vattd,  SI;  priodple  eatabllahed  1^  tk 
actaoriSIt-lI,tn;lflheoc  '  '      ' 


frontier  wi 

bnt  wata  Inflletad  •Ddiel;  od  a  prlneipla  <a  re^Wto 
la  eonaeqneaee  of  the  bnrning  of  Hewark,  n>;  tha 
pfoehuDaUDD  of  (ton.  Pt«rat,  m;  ttdeaarrea  ao  a&ei 
diancter  (ban  that  of  mare  hjperMe,nS;  fteUof^ 
caee,  tSB ;  are  tbare  ear  mora  oonatltDtlon 

and  report,  lU;  tlraple  atdeet of  the  preaut  Uli,aH; 
aaagM  «f  aJTUlaad  war  did  Dotjqatl^  the  datnetloB  of 
tbeHl^an  frontier,  MS;  ae  r^fat  on  the  part  efaM- 
Ugareat  to  deatmr  pUvMe  bonaca  or  tndlTldBal  viytrtr 
fromwUoh  ■Beaemj'hatba*ndi<na,nB;  tbebwaef 

I31«-IT,  departoru  tma  than,  MS;  lUa  11 aiatiil 

la  boniid.  M  >  inMter  tt  rl^^  to  Udamal^r  tadlrld' 
r  Ibe  dettraotlon  of  their  pnpartT-  by-  tten- 
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eoodUlaE  m  Ut*  bUdu  at  tbaH  tsdlTtduli,  ttT;  dlffl- 
olt  (allDdU7piinsIp)*Dpoii  vhlch  Clulfltfini 
(IwDld  IM  p^  SST;  tha  ^loaliiU  at  th*  bOl  dw 
dllbr  mUolillr  from  Uut  of  IBlt,  IM  ;  mt  not  thU 


<aa  iDd  p«Md,Sni    £m 

H  tt  NliiluEdnrdi,>l; 
Duiaun  uvm  umua,  sou;  oD  Ik*  DUmiil  Bmmp  a- 
MML    Ah  AiIm^  Tol*.  It «,  T. 

J/im-rmj»rtaUtn.—8M  InOtB,  toIl  ^  4 

Jlai-^iitreiHtnt.—iiuAHnxurt. 

I/ixiaa  Simiut  n^att-tgaaei^t  a  PltttaA  Toi,m:  mr- 

UoiB  >d  of;  in. 

'tekToK.l.l.g.^B.t. 

jrotAowAwKlBn'indw  A«  IVhJv  ^ffAnl— Id  th* 

"  '•  t«  tin  progMK  of  Ui«  Com- 

118 ;  upUnitlaiu  nUttn  lo 
HUT,  '«.>118. 

SerOoMl  Oaatt,  XaplonMa*  «;— Id  Oa  Hoiu^  t  mols- 
Uonollirod  nlUlTO  to,  600;  hu  nftnaM  tosNarth- 
wow  puHfo  to  Chliu,  101;  totwm  of  eiplonUoD  bj 
th*  BritKh,  Ml;  CqiUln  Bou,  Ml ;  CvtOnPurr,  tOl  j 
O^KiId  JobB  FniiUlik,mi;tlm*huoom*wliui  thia 
iMtloa  ihoDld  (otot  th<  oweu  at  iltMmj,  (01 ;  tha 
•mmdmanl  p»po«a  maaw  tnadaqiut*  to  tha  objMl, 
SOI;  sBaBdnMnt  lo«t,m;  naolntjon  p^Hd,«01.    St 

JTtf,  nUtIn  to,  propoud  amtndiiiBnti  i 


,  Puuma  miMloii,  Ul ;  on  tbt  bin,  4T1 ; 
!p  of  jBSlot,  IBS;  on  tb*  bum  of  Uia 
dnal  betwoan  Budatph  ud  OIVi  ^M. 


OoOr— A<  A<fa^  ToL 
O'Baiui.  Jbu^ 

fitdta,  ToL  T. 
Ooemp^g  Claimant  Xoua.— In  tha  Boua,  tha  muui' 
•tnooe  of  KanCnokr  relUlTa  to  ths  dasltkn  of  Ui«  Bb- 
pcama  Coort  laTolTlDB  tha  aonaUtotloiuUtr  of  thi 
SMXPTlog  aldmiot  Uwi  of  KontDckj,  SI ;  naolutloiy 
oUarad  mtnlilog  tha  aoaoomBsa  of  ■  cartkln  nsmba 
ef  Jnilloca  In  au*  ralaUng  to  th«  oonititatlon  or  l««i 
ota Static  CI;  dadiloBof  tha  ealtbntad  auaof  OieaD 
M.  Blddla,  had  (iTan  icraat  alum  In  Kantoehj,  III ;  oo- 
BaeioD  of  tha  naolotloiu,  U ;  tha  aampast  batwaan  Ean- 
taakr  and  Virginia,  ona  aitlsl*  of  whish  InvolTtd  tn  tha 
dedafcin  of  tha  aboro  caaa,  and  Iba  dadalon  TMoall;  da- 
glaiad  that  Kantnokr  hu  no  ]t«lilatlTa  Jnrfadletlon  orar 
barom  loll,  fi] ;  what  wan  tb*  Ian  vhloh  that  datUoo 
proaooncad  a  Tlolatlon  of  tha  oompaet,  and,  thaiafbrt^ 
nnooniUtDttanat  r  Bl ;  thsotdsotof  taolitaiaaiiialci  tha 
OOBBpant,  In  wa  of  hla  aTlcUon  br  a  pannunuit  tltla, 
whan  he  had  laltlgd  In  good  blth,  a  naaonabla  oompan- 
•ation  far  hla  ImpToramenta,  n ;  the  naeeiillr  of  thua 
lawijreirontofUiBoiindlllonoftheoonntrj.M;  occa- 
dODfor  thapauagaof  the  Ian,  N;  third  arUds  of  the 
•omput,  El;  extnct,61i  aipaaitiaii  of  the  meaning  of 
Itl  proTiiioo,  M ;  hovlilt  loba  Intorpratad,  09 ;  what 
wa*  thg  natora  of  thoaa  priTata  rtghti  agread  tobe  mada 
•eenra,  U;  IntBrpratatloBoftheoeart  pioTedHTOBMiu, 
08;  tbaooDatnLotlaBglTaBbj'thaaoiirt  ta  tha  thiidai- 


»^- •_ «t 

talned  In  the  Anuih,  tt;  look  to  tha  eibiili  and  •«■•• 
qnanoae  of  tha  ooutnatloa  eoDHndad  fbr  by  tha  oonrt, 
H ;  (ha  praiant  propoeltloB  not  of  a  mare  tbaoretia  iBd 
ipaealatlTe  ohanotu.  it  introdDoa*  no  new  ud  dan- 
(oroni  pitntdple,  M;  Iba  laaoiutlou  oannot  aBdai««r 
tha  dlgnlt;  or  Impoitanea  of  [ha  Jndgn,  M;  how  dOM 
tha  mattar  itand  according  to  tha  praeant  etaCa  of  Acb  f 
M. 

A  mbeiltiite  to  tha  laaalBtloni  offend  defining  ■ 
tnonini  of  tha  Bupiama  Oooit,  Efi;  It  IdtoIih  ■  prin- 
ciple of  Ttlal  ImpDrtanee  to  Out  irhole  Union,  and  al- 
tbongh  preMnted  by  a  dngle  BlaCa  domandi  a  dl^iM> 
donate  deliberation,  6S ;  acme  of  the  eanaei  ulilch  hara 
broaght  thii  qnuUon  lilo  ciietenoa  and  fnned  It  npon 
OUT  atUntiou,  U ;  thna  lawi  vera  randarad  naoeMlr 
to  the  piotparit;  and  happimM  of  tha  aMnnii  of  Een- 
tBchj  bf  the  mlagnidad  poUcj  of  Virginia,  M ;  til*  law 
paaeed  In  IISO,  U;  tha  parti  of  the  oompaet  eennaeted 
with  thlaiQb|ect,Mi  paaaaga  of  thalaw  of  ISll,  ST;  Iti 
afEHt,  ST ;  It  raqnim  tha  effiirti  of  n£nad  l^;al  isl»> 
tilt;  to  damonatnla  elearly  the  nnooDatltnUaiiilKT'  at 
thaaa  lawe,  ST;  conatltatlonallty  of  the  law  of  IBll 
qneatlonad  in  Kantockj  «iut*,  ST ;  the  lanotiaii  th^ 
lawi  raealTed  In  Santnakr,  88;  tha  power  to  deaida 
npon  conatitntianai  tneitloni  inTolylng  the  Talldltr  <f 
tha  lawg  or  conatltntlaB  of  a  State  appartalni  to  thla 
cout,  S8 1  Eantuek}  haa  no  hcfia  of  relief  ftom  u  not 
ofCongHW,B8. 

A  ttatamanl  of  tha  qoaitlon,  E8 ;  unmbar  of  JndgM 
who  ware  preaant  Oh  tha  dadaloh  of  tha  aee,  Given  ao, 
BIddle,  sa ;  a  mlnoiltj  of  tbe  oonrt,  Si ;  wai  It  right  M 
iniru  a  mlnorlt/  of  the  oout  to  anrdae  aunh  broad 
powatiT  N;  look  at  the  root  of  tlia  qiuaiioD,  80;  two 
aodea  of  adjnatment  of  oontroTaraLaa  oonalderad  [a  (ha 
fadanl  oonv endon,  t» ;  no  ona  dobadi  the  prapriatr  of 
letting  a  mlnoiltr  eitrdM  tha  powai,  CO ;  oan  w*  da> 
dn»  a  eonnd  rule  from  the  tiieorj  or  praotloe  of  oni 
QoTaramont  T  CO ;  no  itata  of  tbingi  sonM  poaUtdf  oeoar 
la  wbloh  a  mlnori^  ottha  whol*  oonrt  eoulil  luTaUdata 
klaw,  M;  ihall  wa  Uai*  tha  oonrt  to  ragoiata  ItaeU;  ol 
■hall  U  b«  pnt  nnder  neb  n^nlatiena  aa  tha  OenfraH 
•h^  make  1 80 ;  how  (hall  wa  Und  a  nie  I  CO. 

Baadqtloia  oansidarod,  Tt ;  amandmant  oifBrad,  T4 ; 
objaeted  to  that  part  whiofa  prawslbai  a  nugoiiq'  of 
JndgM«DDmpalanttodedda,T«;  aQnltj  aadpoUsraf 
laqolrlng  llTa  Jodgaa  to  oonoor  when  the  whol*  aa- 
tborlt;  ef  DM  or  man;  Btatai  waa  to  be  eat  aalda,  T«;  It 
la  ntd  a  mlnorit;  might  oontnd  a  majorllr  bj  nftadng 
to  eonooT  Ln  thair  dadalon,  Td ;  ganeral  prlndpiaa  npojn 
whioh  the  Bnprama  Oonrt  wu  aiaottd,  II;  no  greatai 
nombar  ihould  be  raqntrad  whan  a  Btata  waa  a  partf 
than  when  an  indiTldua]  elalmlng  nndar  a  Btata  law  was 
a  partr,  H ;  a  greater  niunbar  ihonld  not  ba  laqnind  to 
daelda  a  cau  one  way  than  the  other,  TO;  power  of  tha 
Oftait  praotieaUy  to  maka  the  oonaOtBlloB  by  gMsf 
thair  InUiprelation  of  It,  TO;  naaeealtr  of  gnardlDg  tha 
State  tritrimali,  IS ;  tha  aUaudanee  of  thaJndca^TS;  th« 
argnmant  rejecting  ajnrj,  TS. 

£111  reported  to  altar  the  time  of  holding  the  leatfona 
of  tha  Snpnm*  Contt,  TE;  amandmant  propoaad  nlo- 
Uto  tothanamhar  ofjndgea,  Ao,  TE;  a  poor  man  Sir  u 
inoonaiiienble  snm  ooght  not  to  be  lubjeat  to  a  enlt 
In  the  Federal  Oonit,  TC ;  tha  thinking  lew  and  tha  toUlng 
mllliou,  IC ;  the  complexit]'  of  the  aoremment,  TO ;  If 
there  ia  »  diqmitian  on  the  part  of  tbli  oonrt  to  en- 
otoaoh  on  tbe  anthoritiea  of  the  United  Btatoa,  the  pro- 
poaltlon  now  nndar  oonaidaratlon  will  have  a  tenduoy 
tochaok  It,  IT;  wa  bear  f^Bantly  of  conflicting  olalma 
of  power,  TT;  how  are  wa  to  cheek  tha  growing  orllt 
TT;  If  tha  aja  of  tha  patriot  k  tamed  to  the  praaaot 


yCOOJj^lC 


lo(  apMlMl*  dou  Iw  bdudA,  11;  bow  ts  MnMdj  tbmm 
«TiU  ami  to  fouil  sad  proUet  the  ptopiv  imlmt  tlM 

haiUal  ud  pvnldoDi  eosavqauieM  d  Uuh  alawiilm 
eoBlUetA,  !■  tJie  qdHdoik,  TT ;  otber  dinealtlfl  mdMih 
ttom  tlis  nnhtppT  Jboqltr  we  b«i 


■tniunl,  TI ;  whit  li  Iht  eoDHqnenee  of  th*  dsdih» 
Id  the  KantDdij  nutt  T8 ;  whit  oplnlDD  wcold  m 
■Inagci  fimn  of  lbs  boutwl  tiodlaneg  of  onr  eouCl- 
tnttai.  (fUr  balog  told  or  the  dtoWoiH  of  (he  SiBoatiTs 
*ad  JmUeUI  bnadhe*  apon  1^  ukd  of  th«  coiueqiuwuHa 
twaltlDg  Avm  tlMM  doeUout  TS;  miwiliig  of  tba 


The  >m*mdment  opentai  praethall;  to  lore  Oa  am- 
HltitlDiidltr  ot  uf  Btit*  Uw  DB«rt>la,'ni  the  prio- 
dpla  *«U  (^milled  to  iltei  the  whola  Ihaotj  of  ou 
OoT<rBswiit,11;  thlaptinoltJa  fou  Ibr  to  daatroril^ti 
of  mlBoritlH,  8»;  a  paHlenUi  tat  qxdfled,  Tl;  UU 
oldarad  to  a  third  nadlug,  n. 

Cfiatn  ijfat  CuCdim.— iSh  AAm,  toL  T. 

Q^leara,  rcnvcoi  ^ — iSh  /futAfl,  TOt  1. 

CyisaKpIuraUCV  qir— Sm  7Kfa,  toL  1 

Q0ld«,  a  aertiifn,  InqnlTT  napactlsf.    Se*  Tndta,  toL  1L 

(»4d  jtod  ffaetninwU,— ,Sm  /wla,  n>l  1 

aW«TolaftirFnia)deiitlDlBM,>H-    &( /lula^  ToU.  5,  & 

(frdfaoiio*  </1TSI.-.5h  iwta^  T^  S,  4  Ofid  Adu,  toL 
e,  JHaHvH. 

(MXHU  TkrHlory.—Aa  Auin,  Tot  1,  TtrrVorit*. 

Oil,  BOBIIT,  BepiwatatlTa  tnm  PennajlTaal*,  GM 

Ownr,  GioaoK  V.,  SapraMotadTe  {Mm  *!■>■"",  DM ;  od 
Uw  tna^oITort  JacUos,  dOi 


fatnHont tftlu  pHiulpal  *Hn«qfa«  JtnoMdM.— & 


caD  npon  tha  bacntlTa,  A«,  «1T :  paMed,41T;  naoln- 
tlou  nlad'a  to  tbe  npl j  of  the  UreoiitlTa,  ilT ;  rvpl^i 
dlB;  Tartona  Taaolotlou,  41S;  prOHadlap  nlaUTa  to 
tha  mlHlaB,  119,  ttO ;  •uta,  Ul. 

BeaolntloD  that  It  ta  not  aipadlent  to  Hod  anj  WdU- 
lan  to  tho  Congnoa  of  Faoania,  ooulderKl,  411 ;  tha 
ehvaotar  of  that  Conitnaa,  Ul ;  It  can  be  aaoartalaed 
ODljfrom  Ita  deelandaod  aoknowladgBd  ofajecta,  4S1 ; 
fonraaa  whenee  thlg  tnfbrmatloo  derired,  tin;  wfaaa 
projeot  of  a  oonfbdaraej  waa  eoncalTfd,  431 :  tnatfaa  ba- 
twain  tha  Stitea  (tamilii(  1 1,  til ;  of  alUaoea  oflWnglTa  and 
dafuul*a,411;  a  Congnaa  of  eonMaratod  bdUctnot 
Btata  oonTaoad  tor  the  gmt  pnrpoee  of  briiiging  tha 
mi  to  a  doge  by  thvli  combtoad  allorta,  and  ntabllah- 
tag  i  plan  of  ftatni  »-(fMntion  In  all  (wat  whatever, 
W;  langnage  of  the  eahTentloni,  40;  Ita  ot^siKi  an 
eaaentlallr  benigerent,  4B;  tbeae  objacta  pnblWj 
■vowed  to  the  worid,41(l;  cao  a  naulnl  Btata  Join  tn 
nuh  a  oonniUl,  wttbont  TloUtliig  Ita  nentnlltr?  4M; 
can  we  do  lo  wlthoot  departing;  tram  onr  neutral  t«la- 
Honi  with  BpalBf  at;  an  attempt  la  made  to  remore 
all  ODt  apprehenalDDi  on  thli  iobject,  br  the  aaanraiwe 
that  Spain  li  Jnstabont  to  ackoowlcdge  the  Indepand- 
•Doe  of  her  former  llo1l>Dle^  IK;  It  haa  been  aald,  no 
nation  ever  permitted  ineh  as  Interfannce  laweare 
■boat  to  attempt  vlthont  redreiaing  tha  wrong  by  war, 
4M;  not  a  Haglo  olijent  apeeUed  In  the  InvlutloDa  and 
atuwin  which  wonldjaatUythemaa«nrapTOpoaod,4a4; 
tba  flnt  Bot^eet  to  which  onr  ■ttahdon  It  Mlled  ulaH 


oiitottbe^ed(e  whldi  Ur.  Monnn  Ii  npineid  ti  kn 
glnn,  "  oat  to  pHTinIt  an;  bnlfn  ponrtD  tattfrfctli 
tha  war  batwaan  Spain  and  har  colonlta,'' <M;  lb.  M» 
iDi  Barer  hedged  thla  uUon  lo  ga  to  vu  cc  bOi 
tncUeato  preTent  Soropea  lntsftiTKe,W;  Ihi4- 
elanUoa  waa  lotended  to  prodioeanxinlenMilnt 
4Mi  *BbataiweoftheitataniesI.UJ;  weinheleid 
tn  anj  emerfonej  aocnmll^  tq  drtniBitiiKta  nl  I 
■euae  of  onr  own  Intereat^  iStl;  an  yoa  pnpml  b 
■and  HlDlataia  to  thie  Cengnw  (o  nuketCMad  U 
pledge  of  the  Prealdent  ai  ODltntood  If  tha  inm 
jUmlnlitrallon  aad  b;  tha  Bpaahh  Auilcaa  BBI^ 


The  Beit  intifeeti  to  be  eonrid 
tt  tha  Uriom  BlaTO  Trade  and  tha  bdepnioa  4 
Hafti,  Ud;  the  onlyaafe  nleoa  (heqiKiU«ifllim>; 

la  to  treatltaaadomeatle  qnaathin,4M;  lb  |Ta><^ 
Jeet  of  bnlldiag  np  an  Anarieao  iritem,  iin^  iM 
when  applied  to  onr  domcttlc  poltci  mcai  naaUa 
■nd  monopolr,  ud  when  applied  to  «u  fOnlp  jtlkj 
uaao'entangUiigalllaaoei.'-til;  the lut nljjHl fid- 
fladlitbe&teofCnba,4ST;  poalUmioflhiQii-ouMl 
OB  thla  qneatlon,  W! ;  nothing  remain  bet  IBr  Oiitna 
lolntarpoie  thelruthorllf  In  proTentlgg  tht  EucuIti 
from  oanylnc  theae  Tiewi  loto  eDMt.  U9 ;  thetlteit- 
Jecti  of  thla  Congraaa  belong  to  ordlnKT  Sigiwntej,  ni 
will  be  toon  ■peedUj'  aHompllihed  bj  ml 
new  Statea,  4n ;  the  Prealdent  eonildi: 


apaeUl  fkvua  to 
The  report  w 
Cnba  ud  PorU 


lp>lD,4»;  other oh^Kta, tn 
aid  prnDeda  u  that  \ht  deilli 
Bloo  are  aomehow  comteeled  vlt 
ir  Oof  erament  labored  irtU 
gt  enterprlice  agalnit  Cnta  Hi 


Sorth,4KI;  tha  oilglB,  objeet,  aetnil  ponciriiaia- 
tlal  character  of  thia  ueembl;  miat  be  derind  h* 
tha  doeunenti  be(brena,4Sl;  aatonlihlig  thU  U  iMI 
beeontaBded  tUawaa  not  a  beUlgenal  Ctcffm,K; 
■re  all  oor  Intultlou  In  Joining  tUi  Caifim  la  no) 
nqiece  oommendabia  and  pKdAc  t  W ;  Ihe  gilt*  k  >• 
iBTidTa  na  In  tha  and  In  the  proaeentka  of  Iha  «t  Oi: 
natlona  took  to  deeda  not  worda,  Ukiatun  al  >•■ 
danejof  t)iei*pitndplea,dU;  are  that  the  d>«ba 
of  the  American,  Congreaa  or  tf  Che  AmaHcvi  peof^' 
or  do  they  tnior  itf  tha  Holy  AllluotI  tHitnOi 
United  Btataa  bava  not  jet  pledged  thanwlni  H  « 
nob  entan^log  ud  datpoHc  principle  In  rttp«'»"r 
Ii*tlDa,4M;  where  la  the  crieI^whe»  Iht  oHVV 
tojnmiy  uj  IDch  meainre  r  4H. 

TheoGlf  qneatlon  la  the  eipedlanerotthenMB* 
Fuama,4Hl;  It  lanot  tine  that  theUDlledEtiWitiil 
pledged  to  take  put  tn  thla  nr  In  uf  erael  wliiUT^ 
did;  daelantlonof  PrealdenEUonroe,«3;lfTi«l^ 
tnintatenandtherdlaeue  thlaagbJeotudcatuliKtti 
propoaad  B^rreamaata,  ao  Ikr  aa  yon  hire  pnru  "■ 
tlM  matter,  yonr  nentralltr  la  not  on1lbrotta,MI" 
•relat  Ilateof  war,43e;  !t  laTilB  lo  nTtU"" 
not  to  take  a  pan  tn  anj  bomgennl  qniMlaD,  tU  ■! 
neatraUtf  la  not  to  be  Tli>lated.4»;  h  fti  ■■«'*" 
U7  meant  of  Jndglag,  thla  war  It  to  be  eontUie*,  ""I 
It  becomet  a  Terf  Important  qoaatlon  to  i>tll<  li  * 
own  mindt  the  dlre«llan  It  will  moat  proteUf  tilt,M; 
tha  neil  Inbjoct  Bpeclfiad  Ei  tha  entin  ibolllla  of  If 
IlaTO  trade,  43T;  Ifuj  with  toiee  uendofilintT,)* 
them  ceaae  talking  udwriUng  to  Induce  Ciagiw  " 
take  Dp  the  aabjeot,  «T;  al»  to  attend  tad  ittila  »■ 
badBafonrTelat]autaBiftI,aDd  othen  tW  of  >■ 
fn  like  dnnunitueea,  4tT;  Ifwa  eend  mUlila^*0 
thaj  not  be  oontldind  bonnd  to  dlseaat  ud  deaU«t" 
■Mh  of  theaa  BBttfeotatdlT;  O*  biTllitlel^Wi'* 


;    COO^^IC 


vboB  tb«lBTltati<>nninH,«aj  It  li  uiooMd  that  tha 
mmptm  tnrolTo  ■  TlaUttim  of  oar  ncstnUtr,  ud 
(htt  all  tta*  ab]Hla  urn  «Et)i<r  dugsroiu,  iBKimlliint « 
nniiiiiiiiMiij.  4S8 ;  tlu  oonfedaimtlaii  1b  of  flouth  Vomi- 
ca SUMtiVauiootapHtT-.ttSi  Inrltsd  h  i  gnU, 
4SS ;  no  pnpoaHlaiifl  Duda  ta  na  to  baeoma  a  party,  aod 
■Q  Ue  eommimleiitlalw  Ipsak  with  th<  mart  gntrdad 
prauBtlDn,  and  On  moct  aipUdt  arainla,  tf» ;  IT  wa 
took  ■  {art  [n  the  dliciiHlon  of  btlllfireat  maanna, 
vliat  pul  would  It  bet  tt9;  IT  ths  PnaldaBtwia  dla- 
pooad  to  do  wtdd^  and  mike  a  traatf,  It  wonid  not  b« 
bUidliig,  4BV;  tlia  wbola  af  tba  a^piment  vhleh  ft  te  at- 
tamptad  Eo  rafete  le  fOoDded  on  Ika  bat,  tfait  wa  an  to 
Ibm  as  aDliDea,  to  make  ecrmmoD  caaea,  4N ;  not  a  ftwE 
to  warrant  It,  Ut ;  much  hai  been  edd  aboat  n  pladga, 
4SV;  BAua  ^thaanbJaetflBoggwtadaa  proper  to  be  dU- 
oaead  at  Panama,  MOj  nmoiig  tbe  eisnta  of  gnatot 
magnltDda  and  moat  audoiu  eonaam  to  thli  ooudItj,  la 
the  mtare  wndlUoo  of  Caba,  MO ;  Colombte  aM  Uailoo 
lura  long  ooBtrinplited  the  Independenee  of  that  lalandi 
MO  1  tba  eatibUabment  of  prtnelple*  of  llbenl  oom- 
merdal  lataroanraa  la  uothar  mbjaet,  MB;  mltlgaCtos 
of  ths  piaatln  and  lawe  of  natlona  la  maritime  war, 
4» ;  aondltlon  of  Hajitl.  uothar  inbjaet,  MO. 

A  oorreot  nndentaDdlng  of  tba  qneatlon  most  ondn- 
dra  ta  a  Joat  dacUon,  Mt;  Itt  lUteiaaBt,  MI;  drat 
poEstareenrrliigfDtaobAldanllonare  the  ebaraotar  of  the 
CoPgnaa  and  the  limltaUoiu  under  wblob  It  U  ^vpotad 
the  United  Stita  aball  baaoma  i  partf.  Ml ;  enoroaeh- 
menti  of  KiaaiiilTa  anthorltr.  Ml ;  wbat  tt  th*  ehano- 
tar  of  tbe  Congreae  aa  It  reapcota  tho  Bpanlah  Amerleu 
Slataa  bj  whom  !t  l<  conetltnted,  and  tba  Ibollnt  npoa 
which  aur  BeprelentatiTea  are  toatandT  MS;  la  It  to  ba 
u  adrlilDKOT  aotlng  Uijt  4M;  ma  the  two  ipadflo 
otjecta  and  dnUea  of  the  CoBgrta  be  Ithatid  on  tha 
Umltad  nniCroatloa  dow  glTan  ta  lla  pewan  F  Ml ;  what 
Ii  tba  bnsbi<ii>  to  be  trauaatad  at  tha  Cohgraiai  and 
ptftlEDlarlr  that  portloD  In  whl^  «a  an  loTttad  U  par- 
tidpate  I M4 ;  tba  oharaatar  and  alEsot  which  baa  beaD 
glTen,  or  aCtamptad  to  be  glTon  to  oartatn  daoltnUona, 
la  roll  of  InatmoltaB  la  to  the  probable  ooDiei|nenoea  of 
almlluraetaatthladar.MK;  letter  o/ IniltaUoB  fnm  the 
KaHaaB  HInliter,  M6;  view*  antartalnad  bf  loma  of 
the  Spanlah  Amarican  Sovammanti  ai  to  tbe  eoodltlon 
•rthaUmtslStatealBrvlItlon  to  lU  obllgKkm  to  r«- 
dat  an;  aCtanpta  on  tba  part  of  Enropa,  A«,  MS ;  lan- 
fuga  of  onr  Mlnlatar  abroad  and  oar  Baoretarf  at  homa 
aooDBla  to  a  rasognltlon  on  the  part  of  the  Garanunant 
of  the  oharaoter  oUlmsd  hr  the  Bpaniih  American  Oot- 
emiuaDU,  M«:  the  dealgn  of  the  £iesiitl>a  to  antar 

of  Europe  combine  with  Spain,  Mt ;  would  It  be  vUa 
1b  oa  to  ohanga  onr  polloj*  npon  the  aabteat  of  poUtloBl 
■ouMeHoni  with  Ibralen  BtateatMI;  the  gnetal  prin- 
ciple, MT ;  the  (roanda  of  dladoctlDB  attamptad  to  be 
nado  baCvaan  ll>  ippUotloii  to  the  Bpanlih  Amarlean 
lo  tboaa  of  Kurope,  MB ;  baa  tba  obanatet 


1  la  objaot* 
isd  poweri  t  Ml ;  blTe  we  anj'  nolnddant  olt]eet 
powen  t  tM;  to  bewme  parHaa  to  ■  treatT-makliif 
or  ■  treatT-ortglnitlng  CongrMa,  la  a  new  aid  i 
ordlBuj  atap.  Ml ;  It  la  iildthlilaadlplomatlACollfraia 
Wd  of  perpetoal  dormtlDD,  4S0 ;  luppoaa  ohaCaolaa  to  be 


JaatepotrntM  aot  by  Um  Preddant 
■bfUBMTud  paisaTanD 
Wi  ■unplaa,  US i  tbe 


ODgbt  to  pame  In  regard  to  Cnha,  la  a  matter  of  mnah 
parplezltf ,  Ml ;  whao  yon  flannot  aeo  wbera  to  go  and 
what  to  do,  etiBd  lUU  and  do  nothing.  4B» ;  wbat  food 

eoadlUDS  of  Hajtl  f  U> :  we  are  reqolrpd  to  abandon  the 
Tlaa  and  aalataiy  poller  whiob  hai  hitherto  aondnotad 
u  to  latMj' to  A>rm  a  political  aaaodatlsn  with  the  Bo- 
pabUa  of  Bpanlah  Araailea,  4CS ;  pioeperoni  eoDdltlob 
of  tbe  montiT,  ttS;  what  an  the  duUei  which  thll 


r  US;  u 


>  of  thll  mlirioB 
la  that  we  ihill  beoome  partlaa  to  the  CoDgnia  at  Pan- 
ama to  tbe  aitoDt  of  tbe  Monroe  pledge.  4H;  theBpul- 
tih  Amerlean  Btataa  oondler  thl>  QoTenunant  m 
pledged  (o  them  to  redit  the  Intarfbreooe  of  anj 
£aTt»pean  power,  4H;  doea  thla  plad^  aiUT  la  thll 
GoremmeDt  bound  bj  a  contract  ■odlaaatraniF  4BB; 
but  year  It  waa  aald,  wa  bad  glien  a  pledge  to  the  na- 
tlona of  the  world  Ibr  the  inppreeilon  of  the  daTe  trnda, 
MA;  If  wage  thflra,DDT  evnlntoraita  wU]  Imperlooalf 
daniaBd  that  wa  ihoold  abara  Id  tboae  dallberatloai 
whlcA  are  to  detormlne  the  Ihta  of  Onba  and  Porto  Itloo^ 
U5;  we  eimiot  be  IndlSHent  to  the  obauge  of  their 
•ondlUeB,  MB,  with  due  regard  to  the  aafttj  of  On 
Bontbem  Btitea,  can  ron  IsR^  thoee  lilandl  U  pa«  Into 
tbe  haodi  of  bnoaneent  4Bt;  what,  then,  la  onr  obrion* 
palloyTtfM;  we  hare  been  exblMCIng  tba  ehaiaotar  of  4 
poUtlca]  bBarbod;  la  tha  eaMnati  of  Enrope,  Mt;  «• 
Biejetfree  from  theae  diplomatic  flstUrs,  4511 ;  bo  ohang* 
In  tbe  ODBdltlon  of  th»e  Iilanda  eu  be  permliud.  «M. 

Nert  to  e  piMlOD  ftir  war,  a  paailan  lor  dlplomaay  to 
moat  to  ba  dreaded,  MT;  It  to  not  the  Interaal  of  the** 
Sapubllea  that  we  Bbiinld  embark  In  their  eanae,  and, 
lurelj  then  U  no  reaaon  for  their  embarking  In  war,  4IUI; 
what  la  the  natnr*  and  character  of  the  Coogreet  to  b* 
aiaamUad  it  Panama  t  M8 ;  the  power*  which  ar*  O*- 
Bled  to  th*Congreae.«{>S;  It  li  not  to  be  coeddered  a* 
IBOTerelgBpowerrMS;  farther rema^k^ 4It& 

The  Senala  la  called  s|>oii  to  adrlaa  tha  PmldaDt 
opon  thla  pTopodtloB,  Ml;  the  cdnrnmataBoai  out  «{ 
whlab  thla  propoaltlon  hai  frown,  401 ;  tha  character  of 
the  Omcraaa  and  Ita  memban  an  all  frnltTnl  tonriMa  of 
InooBditont  uid  aontndlctoty  optnlona,  dlfTeilBg  mon 
or  lea  from  tha  treMlM  vhlah  would  gorera  and  eoa- 
Itol  all.  Ml;  tho  ohaneter  of  the  Oongnaa,  MO;  tba 
powan  o(  tha  Hlnlsten,  MO ;  la  thla  InfonoetlaB  neeaa- 
■arr  to  na  t  Ml :  the  PraaldeBt  emoU  our  adflce  and  r^ 
tetu  our  InlbrmatloD,  MI;  thla  eoantrjoaght  not  la 
autaofla  Itoelf  wltb  the  Sonth  Amnlean  Btatea,  M] ;  tk* 
idTlaory  power  la  a  blgb  one,  and  wbenerer  it  la  ^Tau 
by  ooBaent  or  eoBhnad  by  law,  aU^  moral  eUl^OD 
laaonBaetalby  lU  the  partlet  aonoenwd  to  eonftnnto 
tbeadTloe,Ul|  the  idrlHry  power  la  MtU*  law  than  > 
power  to  eontrsl  and  goreni,  MI ;  thla  li  a  eonneO  tor 

It  eeuUtnto  a  dl[donatla  aaaambly  with  power  to  n*> 
gotiaiatrHtlH  In  tbe  ordinary  Ibm  !4M;  IngfTtngth* 
MDaa  ef  ^ilpatoBttaitoa  II  la  not  lotandad  to  glT* 
dlpknnatla  fUBctlDM  or  Aaraatu,  Ml;  why  atlpiilala 
tor  ambawdorUI  prlTUegee,  If  Ihoy  wan  already  po»- 
•aBadoflbaraTMl;  Ibay  hara  protected  their  planlpo- 
tantlMlu  at  Panama  with  bvaly  atlpulatleni,  beeiUM 
they  an  noC  a  dlplamaUc  body,  and  not  entitled  to 
dlplomatta  prlTUi««  under  tbe  law  of  natlont,  Ml; 
they  itlpsUU  hr  !<■  for  their  pleolpoUntlarlea  than 
pubUo  alatatan  raoalre  without  aUpaUtloo,  MS;  tba 
eonHltolloaa]quiatlou,Ml;  powar  of  the  Praaldaat  and 
Banate  to  aend  mlnliton  abroad,  Ml ;  let  ua  try  onr 
intaadad  hUBlatora  by  the  teat*,  M4 ;  theyUt  atarery 
attrlbnto  of  tba  ohanetor,  Mt ;  raadlBi  of  tba  nonlo^ 
lleii,Ml;to,th*B,ib 
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*Mt  labotl  4tii  than  mtj  ba  —■-■"—-  to  bts- 
nlfnllH  irithant  Ibalr  domiiiloiii,  AK ;  iJ  tkan  ■  np- 
nMntaUoB  of  U*  tonntintr  of  Umm  uMlaBit  «»; 
■  doHT  tLaw  flf  thli  OoDfroHk  nudtr  lU  ohmetci  of  tt 
orfulMd  bodr,  W ;  thatfmpl*  Idu  otsrfulnllun  u- 


4n  i  tta*  powar  sf  tka  Cmsnh  to  (nat  af  Oa  HldHti  at 
■1I,MT;  ttarMMatlMiiapoBttiMI;  tlw  tUtd  <it|)aiit li 

petal  UiaKDl]iAlUu»,  MS;  UK  nlatlouofHaftiaiid 
tba  rlfbti  of  AAieaoi.  ua  two  othai  poUti  to  ba  aitali- 
Uihad.M8 1  leHar  o(  If  r.  fialuu,  M8 ;  ou  poller  lomrdl 
HartlhutMuiBud(«rtUrt7-thraa7aaii,Mai  ItliHld 
tabaoDlf  ftirailTlaaiailooaMllMloiiMR;  tbanaiDai- 
(UDao  t  ralltd  on  fct  agndlac  thaaa  olsUUn  la  tba  hat  of 
IttTi tatloii,  Ut  j  nport  of  tb«  Sacmuj  of  B tata,  M)  ;  tU 
Isfltatloii  «•«  iM)t  or  a  ->—-»—  la  lij  u  oBdar  Uf 
obU^oD  to  aoeapt  It,  «TII :  aaonch  haa  baan  Hid  to  Jua- 
tuy  tk«  Baula  la  wHUoUl^  Ita  ■dTlaa.lTO;  bat  tka 
mlMlon  li  lald  to  be  popalai,4ni  iuU,tn;  i««lt  of 
tha  mlMloD,  tTl ;  nacdBttonI  ralaUTa  (a,  4n ;  aoawai  of 
tha  Pnaldant,  tn. 

Oiitffrnt.—lB  tha  Hou*,  a  naoloUaB  oaUlBfos  tte 
Praddant  far  tba  aonaqModaaoa  litTlllDf  tUi  Gknan- 
naat  t«  taka  •  part,  AcL,  tn )  what  a>d  la  It  pTOpoaad  to 
■ttalat  m;  raaanai  for  the  iIUBbar  of  tha  laaiiliitliili. 
W;  adaptloa  of  tba  TaaolnUoD,  MgaUy  that  tha  Houa 
ballnad  tha  iBftrawttoD  ImportaBt,  M ;  tlw  iBlbima- 
tlon  odlod  IM  ia  to  ba  nade  (0  baar  < 


■ca  net  oompatasl  to  fono  an  splaloa  on  tba  Mtjaet, 
M);  ImportaneD  of  tba  Intbrmatlon,  MO;  thatlBafbr 
tha  InAmDiIloB  lo  b*  (Iran  la  now,  NO;  wbo  lU  tall 
*b*t  tU*  Panama  Oo^tM  b  to  laad  to  r  US ;  ablll  w* 
>Dt  b*  etOei  DpiHi  Is  oonanlt  what  amout  of  man  and 
monar  la  raqoMta  to  llbenU  Caba  and  PntoKlooT 
Ml ;  tha  Pnaldsnt  taDa  na  ba  aUl  aand  a  Mlnlatai,  *ol 
all  wa  hiT«  to  do  l>  to  appropiiito  (M  Ida  aipenaea,  lO ; 
la  *n  atnbaaudor  to  ba  laodTad  thwa  ftom  tha  Bapabllo 
of  HartlT  Ml;  sblaol  of  tba  naolDtloa,  Ml ;  VMt- 
foanoaa,  Ut ;  nothlnf  In  tha  oall  vhloh  oo^t  to  con- 
fame  tha  tlma  ot  the  Honaa,  MS ;  If  than  li  ur  dangar 
In  the  mlatlaB,  (hat  it  ■  good  »aaon  to  haatan  tha  caU, 
Mi;  Itli  Mid  the  meaania  lannpnoadantad,  MB;  that 
«e  baTa  no  right  to  aumlna  Into  tha  pnpilatT  of  thta 
DlMlon,  MB;  that  tha  moat  bnoandaoi  oaHaqoaoeaa 
an  to  (low  oat  of  thia  mlirio*,  M( ;  oalia  to  oidar,  SM . 
Tartao*  iDoUaB>mada,MI;  amaoduant  propoaad,M7; 
nnprasedanlod  tanai  of  tba  Bmandment,  MT ;  lutrno- 
Uou  to  ttniga  minlatanai*  alwaji  prlrata,  Ma ;  tba 
Biatnra  piopwed  li  o»  whloh  ought  not  to  b*  adopted 
wltbaatttaeoDDHntafthMbodrlBwlHae  haadalathe 
qnaMieEi  of  peaw  01  war,  SIS;  tha  ampUotroDae  of  tha 
Haw  Vsttd,  Ml;  tba  qneMlon  now  la,  Id  what  mwaar 
va  ahall  aik  R»  thle  Intomatlon,  HI ;  IT  we  (o,  wa  go 
*■  a  partr  to  tha  Oongnaa,  aod  all  we  kaow  of  i(a  nb- 
Jaeta  larrom  thatreatr,  Ml;  oommanUI  tnatlaa  will 
not  bafiirmcd  than,  dSO;  If  thll  Hooae  haa  a  right  to  In- 
tpect  the  loatraatlant  to  mlaliten.  It  ibowi  a  power  vl 
Intatftnnoe  1iu»mpatlble  with  tha  traatf-maUng  pow- 


in  daddlag  on  tha  proprle^ 


to  dafrar  tha  aipanaaa  of  thia  m 

ditj  to  *— ~~i  as  npUelt  di 

aOtatlag  It,  tN;  anHBdnuat 

of  t^  iHtmotloH  to  be  glraa  to  ei 

la  an  attaopt  to  iBTada  tba  powart  lb*  og 

enAdad  to  tha  BuoBttTo,  Mi;  wa  oall  fcr  ■ 


tarMt  to  dlaelia^  tH ;  tl^  debate  wfll  n 
tM;  thaHooaa  wosHMtadottUnnlaaacleutrafaon 
tobeoasdMiTato  tha  pnbUo  good,«Bti  the  nuiJrtM 
ai  modUM,«B«;  wowant  to  tinow  aD  the  poiwairf 

tbaIUalatM*,Ua;  Um7  go  to  atlpolata,  bat  wtU  whum 
iBdtowhat  aitantttOeiUMqaeattonU  aowwhalhv 


latobabt 
r ;  ftuthar  amaDdmanla,  fiW. 
Bsigeot  now  botM«  tha  Honaa  la  of  daep 
goaBttothaeonnbj.dat;  the  only  quotii 
at  of  the  inArmatlon  wa  nqnlr*  bolns  Wi 


tba  tluM  flir  pfOMlBg  thft  taatrtatad  on.  • 
oo4aetuaaabaatthaob|aetoftU>mlarian,ta;  daws 
kaow  what  mar  ba  th*  fcalb«i  of  tboi*  rovwn  wte 
hara  net  Invited  Sato baptaaaotl  M;lkM*(l**w* 
to  baoMM  putlaa  to  a  KoMandoB,  «a ;  tha«  *•  H* 
to  nnlta  palltlad  idaHona  with  thim,  (M;  aotU^  U 
tha  anljaat  to  dktub  oor  UBqaUllV.  Ml;  —thity 
on  wUeb  tU  PnaMHit  kat  toad*  thia  aaaaitlaM,  Ml; 
wbr  had  va  adoptad  anj  dlaB«tloHi7  elaua  i>  thk 
put  of  tha  rwUntliHi,  MB ;  BotUig  to  iMtuy  Ite  ^alea 
that  aarbad  kith  wat  Utasdad,  MG; 


klrir.BM;  why  do  wa  roquali  tl 
oommandlBgt  «W;  la  thia  matlar  of  10 
Importanoat  Ml;  Mtltlng  oat  tUadai 
tendflooj  more  foUj  to  iiipiim  to  tl 
an  the  wtahei  <tf  tU  Hooae,  MT;  tha  anl^aet  w«  gf 
■uobaoharaotaittaat  Itmoat  b«  (ha  dntf  t#  tha  Pn^ 
daat  to  glT«  tha  How  the  fb 
tUthar  debate,  M8,  MmTMTl,  OT,  (»;  qi 
the  naolBtlaB  takau,  CT«;  agraad  to,  IIB. 
Pay  qf  JHHM<rL-«H  AtdB,  ndK  Bs  & 


Pmat  Old*  qf  Ma  IMM  AoMk-Ib  Oa  Hoa(4,  t,  bU 
more  afftotBaUr'to  pmrlda  fbr  tha  pnlahmnt  «f  lo- 
telB  arlmea  a^laat  the  TTDltad  Bi  ~       


In  the  jDTtMlethui  of  ■bj'  State  oi 
meat,"  Ml;  objoet  to  prOTOi 
anthorltr  ot  the  Oetianl  and 
State  OorenuneBta  fnllr  oompataBt  to  IdqbIi*  tela  aad 
psnldi  i*im«  within  their  own  JuladlettaB^  Ml;  tUa 
olaaa  of  Crimea  had  aetnallroceanod  without  any  In  H 
pnnlih  tbem,  ta  ;  adinlnltr  JarladieUon  h^  ban 
clatavdandbad  been  uerelled  within  EBBtBekr.lB; 
thia  aaaUoB  wtn  pat  the  poBiabniant  «f  Bat  tuati— 
on  the  HEMlMfppI  Into  tha  handa  tt  tha  Unltad  MM, 
HI;  aathort^  glraa  brtko  ooMtttBttnt,  Ml;  raM«- 
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UerM  M  (Mk*  oBt  tbi  word!  ■*  91  niH,"  MS ;  If  rqM 
vu  pUflid  cA  u  «qiul  footing  wlUk  muKUr,  vher*  oda 
mi  emUDltM  tti«  oUmt  vinld  ba,  MS;  the  preaant 
Wn  ■  ndtlgmtlon  of  Uw  puil  lim  ••  th*7  pravloiul]' 
■tsod,  MS;  uooDdmaDt  lii<  MS;  immdiiimt  ralitlTa 
to  ofltanfiH  OD  AmflTlcui  thlpA  Id  ftmlpi  JorlHUfitlQiia, 


gnud  to  tha  oltlzaii,  MS ;  bo  poirn  la  Iha  aornamait 
to  cuTj  Ik  larrltoilil  JniMlolloii  wltUn  tha  Jnriadla- 
tian  of  mather,  MS;  oljtftta  protaeloiirown  prgpartj- 


■  modlficstlim  of  tha  Ml  tngBOtad,  MS;  tba  ftderal 
Bouta  alioiild  hiTa  aogilBikoa  of  all  Ma«t«li*r«  pnnlah- 
mant  n  anEMiiy  and  tha  Stat*  aooHi  hara  »  Jnrta- 
dlatlon,«B;  munattat  daalili«  to aitaiid tha pneent 
lawi,MI. 

etTongaat  oljastloli  ts  Oe  bin  that  It  vitaali  tha 
JailadlitlOBof  tha  Doltad  Btitaa  to  oAdom  aomBlttad 
wttblB  tbo  tarfltoilM  af  tb*  MTanJ  StatM,  M ;  U  Oon- 
freaa  aiidav  tha  danaa  to  Tegatata  oommona  eonld  pn> 
■lUe  fbr  tba  ponlahnMot  of  oSMtoet  wltUn  tha  Slataa, 
iD  DlltoDeaa  ai^nat  prlrata  pnpartj  4Bd  paraooa  would 
&I1  within  theli  K^niuasa,  SGI ;  what  l^ba  aitaat  of 
tnarltliiie  JuiladlsUoA  f  S8> ;  no  mtanitr  (br  On  pastago 
of  thin  bQl,  181 ;  why  ihonid  wa  ludaiiaka  to  paitbrm 
tbU  doty  for  tha  etataaf  ISt;  eaae  of  UTyranIa,  ta; 
obJacttoD)  ugwandiSSSiaraeBdnunttothBllfthiaetlaB 
ralatlTfl  to  offencaa  Ln  t  fbralgn  port,  fSfl ;  othar  amand- 
manta  propoHd.  IBS,  184:  nOTad  to  atrlke  out  the 
pnalabmaBt  ofdaatbln  cortafn  euta  of  man,  W4. 

Bo  lonf  tsaapltal  punkhmant  la  ratalned,  tha  arlma 
of  anon  deaanaa  It,  tSt;  ol^nt  of  hi 


n4;  neeaaauy  to  oonaldar  Inarary 

<rlnia  bo  highly  Injorloua  and 

miralty.  bat  vhelhar  It  bo  aaay 

ttOD.lN;  thBoaMofanon,lM;  oiatlaiiieraad to, KB; 

otbar  amandiBanta  propoaad,  HCL 

HoTtd  to  itrlka  ont  dtatb  panal^  to  oartatn  aaana, 
no ;  ahall  hnman  llfb  In  takaa  away  tor  tha  daatntoUoti 
of  inera  property  f  tSS;  le  daath  abetter  nmiady  than 
tha  InUotlon  ofpcnalClea  laaaaarerar  185;  aiamtutlon 
tntha  'Brltbh  HoDea  of  Camtnon*  In  reladOBtothanib- 
)aet,  IM;  aoatbar  ot^tcHon,  tha  ooaqiul  afl«et  prodnaad 
on  tba  soBTlet  hlinaelt  MS ;  thia  pnnlahinant  onoa  tn- 
lDDt«d  waa  Inaneabla,  aid  if  InUotad  wnmgfally  td- 
mtttad  of  no  rednB.  ISt. 

"Wlitla  ci^tal  pnnlsbmant  ti  rataiaad  tn  onr  ooda, 
what  raaaon  la  thara  tOt  aiasiptlns  the  bonlbla  crlma 
OfanonriST;  notjut tousnaa  thaUnlladBlataaUwi 
with  being  w  mnoh  mora  aaTara  than  tboaa  of  the 
BtilM,  KTi  lUt  of  eqiltal  erlmea  In  BntJud,  Xtl;  tba 
UTaa  of  eonTleti  wbo  otleD  aihlMtad  tha  moat  brotal 
Inaaoalbnity  not  worth  preaarrlng  to  tba  Btete,  IST. 

FnnlahnHnt  ihonld  nsrar  be  InlUMod  whan  It  aonld 
M  aahly  ba  arolded,  tST;  not  wotth  wblla  to  go  Into  i 
dtaenaalon  of  a  ganaral  prlnal[ila  and  Vply  It  la  a  ilDgla 

BHa.ne. 

Pmataiatyjbr  fla  OMHet—lxi  Qm  Hodm,  ■  bill  to  prs- 
Tlde  hi  tha  erecUoD  oC  eondderad,  TOO;  Iti  giMral 
Boopa  and  dailgn,  TOO;  law*  of  the  dl•trle^  W;  penal- 
ll«a  wholly  dliproportlODad  to  tba  <rfhiH»,  TOl ;  alhctt 
prodDcadbytha  irMamln  tbia  dIMrlat  aadthe  PcnI- 
taMuy  ajretam  of  tha  State*,  niI;ftoti,T01;  oosunlt- 
tMrls«,IM. 

rtmiUflraiUa  ttturfftiili.-'Sid  fiKtaa,  t^  1. 

J>«MHvt«(HUa Tota fin  Fnatdaat tn  18M, OK    St*fildtB, 


Ptrp^taal  act,  a  propcaad,  n 


o  aalarlea,  eontfdarod, 

OuTU  H,    Stt  Adaa,  toI  T. 

nnn,  (Moiai,  JCepreaaalsllTa  from  Kuyluid,  OM. 

ftHttont,  netptton  t^.—OM  Aul«e,  toL  1,  ani  Axfac^  TOl*. 
I  and  S,  Btattrg. 

pBSLFt,  EuaHx,  EeproHntattra  from  Gonnaaticnt.  SH. 
Stt  Jndm,  ToL  7. 

PaiLTn,  luiD,  report  on  tha  maniorlal  ot  Sn. 

Piraet  <n  U*  Wett  IitMti.~\n  tba  Hoiue,  report  on,  HI. 
In  the  Banite,  npnrl  on  the  eappraaaloD  of  lOT ;  nport 
of  the  Commlttea  of  Foreign  Baladoni  oouldsrad,  US ; 
It  la  laid,  on  one  hand,  that  tha  meaanna  adopted  are  too 
itiong.  and  DBlhsDtbet,  thattbeyaranotaCrangaDoogh 
lU;  tbeooDttanaooeoftbaeTUIaaKiIbad  to  (ba  1M 
that  theae  banditti  Ond  an  aaylnra  to  the  Bpanlsh  poa- 
aeirioni  of  tba  Wtat  Indtaa,  118;  nothing  abort  of  Iho 
pnmilt  of  thoia  tUUIiu  an  ihore  promisee  any  thing 
Uka  as  adaqnata  rainedy,  IIS ;  tho  whole  taland  of  Cob* 
aAoled  with  tba  leproay,  IIS. 

Tha  only  dUftorenea  of  opinion  aa  to  tbo  raMng  whldi 
ongbt  to  be  employed,  118 ;  tha  people  nnlta  two  moat 
atrodooa  erim**,  tha  daTs  trad*  and  plraoy,  118 ;  ai- 
termination  not  t«  strong,  114;  flnt  aaedon  propoaes 
bnUdlng  a  nnmbar  of  ihlpa  of  a  «eitalB  Ibree,  114;  tha 
■eoond  aeetlan  prorldea  fiir  the  '■"'<<"b  of  onr  ftoroee  In 
freah  psrsnlt  of  pIntM  in  tha  territory,  114 ;  IswfDl  to 
enter  tha  teirltniy  of  uy  power  In  which  plratea  baia 
(tkan  refOge,  114 ;  they  are  tbe  oommon  enemlee  of  tha 
btinun  raee  toward!  whom  there  an  ba  no  nantrali, 
114 ;  tbe  right  ^  enby  in  pnmit  of  pirataa  a  elaar  prln- 
olpla  of  Intemathmal  law,  114 ;  thoie  brlgande  era  not 
only  formldaUa  by  aes,  bnt  they  find  abitton  by  land, 
114 ;  loeal  aiiUioiltlea,  inataad  of  patting  down  thla  btII, 
reoelio  th^  ihare  of  the  vagea  of  Iniquity,  114;  these 
wratsbaa.  Inlleiul  of  being  dateetad,  are  psbllcly  jniU- 
Bed  1  eTen  Oen.  Tina  li  afraid  to  eiaonte  the  antbotl^ 
vlth  wblch  he  le  Inratlad,  UB ;  It  la  nld,  tha  terrltorlsl 
rights  of  Spain  wonld  ba  Tlolsted  vera  we  to  adopt  tha 

■n  Bpain  dof  US;  wo 
n  her  part— oonnlvanoa 
arlnabUlty,lIL 

The  third  olaoia  nithorlna  a  bloekada  nnder  partlea- 
lar  etreometiBMa,  US ;  It  la  assamed  that  wa  b*T*  am- 
pla  etns*  (Br  war  against  Bpaln,  aooordlng  to  tbe  law  of 
natloBs,  UB;  Bpain  standB  obnoilaiu  to  Uio  ITnltod 
Htalia  ftiT  erary  ontiaga  oommlttad  oi 
bersnljaota,llB;  .  ■  "  " 
UB;  from  whenoe  Iuts  yon  darlTed  tba  praaedauts 
Itmnlng  tbe  law  of  nations  r  IIB. 

Uofed  to  strike  ont  th*  third  asoUon,  111 ;  it  Is  so- 
knowladgad  to  has  war  maasDra,lII;  If  tbe  alstsnae 
dl  plrsoy  In  Bpanlsb  dcanlnlons  Is  Mtdbabla  to  weak- 
BS«  andBottothawOl  of  eptlnj  a  JnsI  and  gaBenu 
pei^I*  abonld  not  d( 


nandad  In  this  ac 
•listing  dnitnsUBeea,  whal 


a  otOa  woHdm 
Hon;  ettbartbayaraballlgaraBtBaT  tb«ritr*DOt,lir; 
tho  eaaa  of  altliUM  «T  sal^MlKf  tba  bloekadlng  nation, 
llTi  this  li^t  nam  ezertad  byn  aadoo  afilnst  Ita 
owiefUH^lU;    UltdoaaaotMloQyoaiawneltl- 
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ttW  ■  bloAAdMll :  tha  rtcht  o(  taMltaUBC  blMfcidN 
■■>  utn  InMtot  frowlit  sat  st  tk*  UHtiM  tf  tka 
U^ar  il^  «f  mr,  11* ;  lb«  rifht «(  UmliUc  ■«  •HB>r 
to  W  on  nwona  U  dvlniftoB  th*  i4(hl  of  lamt- 
lii(  hi*  dtlia  by  lind,  ind  Ui  |>«rti  and  hiA«n  1>7  •>■, 
llt;lIt*HUI,tli*<lnDni«lu«af  tbautatanwofpl- 
IH7  M»kH  thU  (ua  psmlUr,  1I>;  Iw  kiU  1  OMM117 
«*  IUT>  b«n  MnviUnc  to  wtiMlili  Uu  npstitlaB  sf  ■ 
Jut  p»pla,  IM ;  li  It  •rba  to  (»ftlt  tUi  oUneUrf  IW; 
what  ■» we sbont  tods? UO;  It  liafrurieB  bhUhI 
ilCh(a,aDditaBiialbaaipactadtba7wUI  asbnlt 
Itl;   la 

mi  iDatugaoftkablsda^sfBCDeiBlatBbrl'ntMa, 
Ut ;  ol^aet  or  Uh  blU  la  iDod,  ir  (h*  ueuia  (ra  aot,  US. 
Tba  pnpoalUon  aoBUisad  1b  tha  third  aaaUon  at  tha 
Hll,  IH;  baniid  to  ihow  that  wa  hiTs  tha  pow«  to 
adopt  (hH  maanra  IndepandaBtlf  or  nr,  and  that  tha 
Mardia  of  [t  la  aUad  for  bf  th<  aHftBtr  <(  tha  oob- 
doB,  114 ;  tha  Idabtnn  rnaraBoa  iMnkatod  lor  tha 

tha  naewltr  oT  aurddaf  tba  pom,  1»;  It  la  aikad, 

howlathlaioamnMbaaalbraadrin;  Ihawdipallao 
of  thaa  damona  la  tha  mmmon  oonaani  of  mankind,  IHL 

What  la  tha  a)i]*at  of  tha  WU  bafcn  a*  t  US;  the 
ani^nvaaloD  of  tha  ibaleat  alma  at  vhleh  man  can  ba 
foOIr,  IH 1  tha  third  teUim  Mapared  with  other  puta 
of  tha  UU,  IW  i  It  k  laid  the  third  aaetlaa  piDTldaa  for 
blMkadf,  that  Mookada  la  a  war  maaura,  aad  oulf  to 
bareaartad  to  aa  saa  of  tha  tlchti  of  war,  UB;  whan 
btookaile  b  lutltnlad  ssdar  thla  bill  be  at  war  with 
Spain,  MB;  aoold  Hpaln  ooaapUla  it  ran  wata  to  nektm 
a  idimtleal  raaaal  uder  tha  abaltor  of  oaa  of  har  aimed 
aUpar  I«a;  Um  otdaot  Knot  to  Intwhie  with  tba  itfita 
af  Sf<4a,  bnt  to  pDBtah  lhaoatlawiataTai7MklloB,lW; 
ma^  we  Dot  pnanma  that  theae  powara  will  ba  pra- 
daallj  aurdaad  r  IM;  axam^  of  Great  Britain,  ISa. 

HklHleal  Tl«w<rfthaanl4aot,Ul;  bar*  dlraet  nna- 
qalToaal  InAnnlnlloB  of  tha  aiManee  ef  Iheaa  atredUea, 
■Dd  a(  the  iBabWV  ol  lb*  u*T  to  nnrta  Umo,  in ; 
It  b  mid  olbar  hatlaiia  wUl  taka  aml»a|a  at  thla,  UI; 
b*>a  jm  abuiuUnt  eaaat  of  war  acalnat  1 
•f  OobatlSa;  three  Iiato 
hai  bnn  done  dniloc  the  two  taat  jaanl  Uti  tha  ai- 
padlUon  of  Fortar  and  Ita  aBoeaaa,  U> ;  little  dona  the 
Beit  Tear,  IW;  what  had  aanaed  the  dUTSreDa  In  the 
leaaltaof  tworaant  U>;  perkapa  tha  loppreaalgn  baa 
baen  aerloualj  afltooted  by  the  moLtlpllflatlon  andvarletj 
and  mppoaed  ihcompaUbiUtf  of  the  datlee  raqnirad  of 
tha  aqaadroB,  140 ;  the  praaent  potitloa  of  allalri^  140 ; 
laaalt  of  en  appUsatlon  to  the  Optaln  Oenani  for  an 
iBTeatlgaUoD  at  Saglm  141 ;  tha  fluU  wtilota  haio  wiaed 
tha  aetloB  of  the  eommittaa,  lit  f  fronnda  at  ol^eotlon 
totheblackado.1^;  oar  Taaaela  kaTa  tkerifht  ofttaah 
pnitBtt  OD  tha  Usd,  and  tha  bill  |lia«  no  mor^  141 ;  tha 
nteaaara  of  blockada  uttarly  onwarraatable  and  wkoDy 
iBeipadlaat,  1411  wlut  la  tha  right  of  tdnebidal  141; 
ana  of  the  blgbeat  aeta  of  amerelgitr  whLah  Iha  law  of 
aatlani  aJlowi  to  ■  balUtaraBt,  and  it*  oiaidae  la  bbI- 
▼anallj  ooneeded  to  be  nuat  hanh  and  of^raaalva  1b  Ita 
oparaUoB  apoa  tha  rt^ti  of  third  paitlee,  141  j  it  la  0BI7 
In  Mma  of  war  that  It  la  or  awr  WH  allowed  by  the  taw 
of  ntHou,  Ul ;  why  la  It  (hat  we  eonlder  prooeedlaga 
f^tiMt  tba  iBhabitanta  of  Cuba  pnpaif  141;  aaitahla 
la  to  ba  eabatUated  tot  thoae  th  the  bill,  14S; 


thtlBBoaeBt,US;  look  at  the  pfBstlcal  opantlM  itf  iba 
bisekada  pnqwMd  br  thla  hill,  lUj  taU^  blackada  ■ 
aa  aet  of  war,  la  Bnch  a  mMBr»  callad  Air  by  tba  dr- 
anmetiBeia  rf  ow  pnaaot  ritoatloa,  US :  mtj  laaal 
toSina  byapowarthat  haaaathari^  to  mnkawab 

a  Or  tka  a 
maolty  If  tba  law  or  u 
abenU  in  all  SHea  praoed*  aeb  of  hoatUl^,  Ut ;  If  a 
daelaraUon  U  naeeaaarr.  may  not  the  ast  o(  Cd^ih 
wUeb  aalolH  Uw  blockwle  ba  oDMldand  tha  iiilin- 
Hob,  Ml;  tUa  blaakada  pato  na  iBto  a  baUlcamt  atH- 
tade  In  nlaUoH  to  BpalB,  141 ;  it  Bar  ba^d  ov  ndma 
t>  to  be  amihtbaa  tha  ktog «f  Bpaia,  14T 1  nat wa 
aahoilttotbe  dqndaHi^rf  tha  anllaeto  af  Spain  ha- 
eaaaa  die  la  wmkt  14S;  a  natloB  mUA  bM  Jot  naa 
of  wu  la  not  bannd  to  ^  to  war,  148;  ptraay  to  tha  Virt 


IBI  aflbrta  rf  a  oonpelant  u*al  tarn,  baTli«  asihortQ 
to  land  and  pnraaa  tha  pirataa  into  the  aettladaa  well  w 
"—"■•J  parte  of  tha  eonntiT,  14g;  atatemeat  of  tha 
BavMatyaftbiNaiT,]**;  MtaraatME.  BaadalUlV; 
extiHito,  U>i  Ike  ri^  to  MWw  ptntaa  as  ebon  b  a 


Wo  ban  not  a  il^t  to  raaort  to  aay  and  st*!;  >••- 
■nra  of  radiam  wkleh  maj  ba  In  osr  power,  UO;  afriMt 

oba  act*  €i  BBwamalad  Ttolaaea,  IM;  how  ta  to- 
eBiaaoe  ba  ao  low  while  aomaoj  pinciaa  are  caamllb^ 
UO;  tUiblodudaof  doDbtfnlohBaetn,  IM;  davm 

ilaj  lliil  Ilia  riialiliiiirballbipii iif  aiippiia^HI* 

f  of  tbs  Bffoet  of  Ow 


vaolallr  dealcnalad  br  the  Prealdent,  soaaidarad,  Ui> 
appareotljaaaiucaofomaliunaBt  to  thoae  an^ifad  ta 
It,  UH;  tb*  pnoUce,  lal ;  tbeailatanoa  of  tbo  bet  to 
an/  (reat  aitaat  dODbUtal,  Ul;  aatondmeat  liM,  W; 
morad  to  prohibit  all  pnbtia  atmad  Tcala  Itam  tkt 

tnaaportaUoB  of  q>aeia,  te^  lU ;  thla  tralBc  1 ■!■ 

pln«r  ftan  bainf  aapioeaaad,  Ifil ;  nncraaarj  aa  ftr  ■ 
re^rda  the  bwib]  and  phjilcal  ton»  of  tha  KaTj,  tkift 
tbb  toad*  b*  pnUbll*d  In  OTerr  part  of  the  wsild,  Ut 
Tbia  tiaaqxirtatlan  a  Ttrj  lusAil  thing,  lb> ;  Onal 
BritalB  aiprwilx  aatbgrtied  bar  oaTal  forea  la  do  II,  IM; 
aOeen  of  tlie  Maiy  have  not  done  an;  thing  to  dnw 

usdentood  that  the  object  of  building  a  fleet  n  to 
make  them  eanian  of  gald  and  aUrar,  IM ;  thla  tiaaa- 
portatloQ  baa  praTeated  the  anppreasloB  of  plracj,  ]bt; 
aeldoB  oeeura  (nm  Un  Fadao,  IK ;  ibia  proTistoa  gam 

tha  Ceitad  Btitaa  to  1  gnat  siluc,  IK;  araendmaat 
leat,  lU;  other  amendmenta Duved. IIS ;  aRlsd,lM; 

Aid  to  aunJumlmtn  lo  ana Tariooe  inodUlcalleas 

to  thapiopoaitloB  pTopoaed,lU;  debate,  IhT;  loa1,IAT; 
Airthar  uDeDdmenla  moied.  IST, 

In  the  Hosae,  bill  lelatlTa  to  tha  aappnasiaB  oC  oa»- 
(Jdeiad,  88S;  aumniai;  of  the  bill,  SM;  the  eommUtoa 
ooneelTed  that  bo  Irgi^tlia  piOTUou  wen  reqnlrad 
bf  tb«  paatue  of  OBI  afiliB  with  Spain,  tU;  aa  It  to- 
prdad  the  plntloal  dipredattoni  spoD  oni  csmmen* 


.Cooi^lc 


)r  th«  trlbnulj 
■a  ^lulili  dsmlnlau  viUioot  *  pre 
Mm  It  U*  hukla  of  thalr  Sonrn- 
■T  au  ami  penr  VM  wtMn  It 


VOlVH*  BO  qoMUoB 
Spain, Ml;  Ii  pln^gf  m  AKBOtar.ud  ba  ll  u  «- 
laUiHM  to  d<iBu4  of  D*  eftoctaal  mMttina  Ibr  Iti  np- 
pMJoa  T  Ml ;  AiormltJat  oanuiilttftd,M];  wlU  All  thue 
prOTltioBt  nmod;  the  >tU  eemplilaed  of  I  M>{  1b  one 
•fforU  to  Tuqnlili  or  aitemiiuto  *  eooimoo  uutnf ,  v« 
ni^  iwk«  w  Ml^  bim  iip«]  th«  o«UL,  or  apoB  Jaad, 
oc  both.  Ml;  UiU  upulracBt.  sf  tbb  daoripOoB  at 
Jbm,  bM  bHB  tried. ud  lUrl^  titti,  ud  Ul^MSj 


MS;  polBK 


Mondloitilko  ocit  llw  HTenth  HotloB  of  tba  Mil, 
»M;  «a  aiSMillP«»M*aiirri|^UInratpMtta 
poweiB  bj*  mnnldpftl  IttlilaHon,  jiad  OBitiliilj  w*  do  wrt 
Willi  to  diodnliL  tfaOBi,  aa;  notion  ouitod,  MS;  ml- 


MOTOdto 


to  uDond  bfiMdiielni  Uw  aamlMr  of  iloo 
mrDom  ttB  to  fln,Aa,MBl  tbo  bill  I*  Air  tlu 
pTwrioa  of  plnvr,  ud  not  ibr  u  iDonue  of  tlu  Nbtj, 
MS;  the  mad*  lo  wblota  the  npoBM  1*  to  b«  (ppUod  1« 
to  be  ooBildered,  M5;  caa  we  Bet  n|He 
tboDettCoOftMtlMS;  KWttpmperi 

]Iiir,N(;  tendeMrroCtbaUUtadlBlnlebtbaeipaBM 
of  the  Kat7,  end  to  Improre  Iti  dlodpllBi^  MS ;  nbotloa 
auTled,H«. 

OmriJon  OB  Iba  piMif*  at  the  bill,  MC;  Oa  bin  !• : 
loifei  ■  pnrUoB  igiliut  plncf,  but  ■  bill  foi  tb*  1 
oeueef  tlMNiTT.  Mt;tboI    ' 

to  mppoea  tbli  bUI 
17,  MI ;  If  Uh  Hsu*  njeet  thie 
UniCletoolU*  toDitKlBUoiBawoBe,UT;  blU  laid  en 
tb*  table,  MT.    AeAKe^ToLT. 
runoB,  Gbobob,  BeproatBtiittv*  tna  Paantjlrail*,  BTO 

&e  JW■I^  ToL  T. 
Tenanr,  Jo*l  S.,  report!  on  ptnej  1b  tba  Veit  Isdlec, 
M;  on  Iba  laTl^tlon  of  Wa*t*TB  ilran,  I  ' 
ooeapatloB  of  th*  OolnmblB  iItot,  M8.     B 
Tri.7. 
tm^  fua*  tL,  BqmaentUlTe  ftom  Tetmeaea, 
Un  b)  pnbUs  l*Bdi  In  TiBBH***,  <ST. 

Id  Ibe  Stn*te  hi*  letter  comiDnDieated. « 
to  refiF  tb*  proe«*dln^  uf  tbe  Oofirt  of  I1 
of  lb<  Coort  Martliil  to  Ibe  Ninl  Canuilttea,  MT ;  bcU 
TdOlTa  to  the  nutter,  KI. 

In  Ibe  HoBK,  a  neolatlon  callinf  Ibr  tbe 
of  lb*  OODrt  of  Inqnirr  ud  Coort  HattUl  Ib  tbe 
M:  wbit  !•  Ibe  pnrpart  of  thli  TeaolnUonr  M 
hu  been  lald  tbat  tbli  HoaM  ought  not  lo  eall  npea  U7 


Fonn,  TniinBT  B,,  S*pn«BlMlTe  ftom  New  Tork,  CM. 
Jtriattl,  BflMierce  uML^Std  IhOm,  toL  J. 
faHagt  tf  XtiMfop4r»^-a—  ifxte^  ToL  t. 
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AMnoetef  g«— Mfe  Salarr^la  tb*  Hodm^  lb*  Uai  at 

KOW  pnpoaed,  tTt',  debate,  «■. 
Pot  Qttet.—B4*  JiHlMi,  tdL  1. 
P»g  QgUit  patnmaft.—8t4  Indta,  toL  B. 
ArtoaKM  Stmr  BHdgt.—at*  Inait,  toL  & 
Povuj,  Airru  H..  BopnaantatlT*  from  Tiritnla,  BM; 

tatatiT*  lo  loaaH  In  the  eolleetloB  of  enilonu,  Mt;  Ob 

th*Can(r*antPuuia,Mt;  ODtbe  akelloaaf  Fttd- 

dmt  and  VIea-Frealdut,  (K. 
iVHiKiiNois  Oe  H^  «:— Jm  info,  TOle.  T. 
Frumti  to  Miiiiittn^S—  Indit,  tdL  1. 


ftom  tblid  rule  ralitlTe 
leat  of  taj  one  Btal* 
tat  pntUnfc  It  In  tbo 
ear  tbe  galleriea,  US; 
,  SB;  qiuftloB 
ahoBld  be  oonlldarad  *1  iDToliing  u  Impoitut  preaa' 
dent,  EH ;  vbT  ongbt  tb*  galliiiea  to  be  open  t  m ;  who 
ha*  a  rl^t  to  lupact  mj  declalon  batweco  confllctlbf 
elalma  to  theFreal^OTl  tW;  OMnbenthmld  bf  l*ft 
toaetftoni  Uie  oool  dletat«aDrtb«[rJndfouBt,aBdtli*r 
alone  are  the  jBdgaa  bow  Ibej  ODghl  to  let.  sat. 

Tbe  Ameilou  people  bar*  •  rfglit  to  b*  pnaant  ud 
Intpeet  all  the  prooa*dlngB  of  thaLr  repreaaBtadTea  DA 
tea*  tbelr  own  Inlarert  forbid  11,  tM;  In  deoUnc  b  Ptm 
tdut  w*  are  pasnllailr  Ih*  nprMCuUtlTee  of  Ib*  people, 
«H ;  It  li  aald  Ibere  Bil«bt  be  (Ueorder,  m ;  no  naeeadtr 
tbr  anr  bnbar  rulo  thu  tbtt  naw  eiteUag,  IM;  db 
pnotJcal  tBCUTealeBee  arlae  wbathar  the  motioB  pt*- 
Talli  et  not,  >M ;  mode  of  oondnetliis  tbe  balloUnp  ob 
a  praTloB*  eecHloD,  MS;  eeerraT  la  not  Impoaed  bj 
Diovl;  elMlBg  tbe  doon,>9(f;!tlBUidih*p*apl»ortb* 
Onltad  Btaleaare not  eqwetod  tube  here, udtboea  who 
will  be  pnaantsH  not  inch  aa  araentlUodto  u^md- 
*lat*tlaB,nB;  IE  aeema  to  be  well  letllad  that  K  lea 
treat  pnMIe  mletortiuH  that  tb*  eleetloi 


right  baa  uj-mu  to  (olnlo  th*  galleilee  to  aeawbat 
w*  era  doLnff  la  regard  to  ID  election  of  Preridebt  r  WC; 
danger  at  a  fatnra  period  If  ve  adcqit  Ibe  precednt  of 
admitting  tbe  people  lata  the  gallerlea  Dow,  It  la  wld, 
Mt;  oneguUtmu  deotarea  be  doe*  not  h«]  boaadbf 
the  wtabea  ettber  elpfMaod  or  Implied  of  tboae  h*  np- 
TeaulB,  MT;  *t  are  bonad  to  •armdar  onr  pr^fa- 
dlete  to  canr  into  afleet  thole  withea,  UT ;  the  pIMedeBl 
of  1801,  NT ;  o^eet  to  piennt  the  eiartlen  of  u  lalli)- 
(Bo*  wbleb  at  aom*  period  hereafter  might  oparata  to 

eha^  of  their  datf.lM;  there  ahonld  bo  no  eevn;  on 
tUi  nljaet,  n8;  no  oocaaloB  to  eat  a  preeedut  now  la 
uUdpatJon  of  what  bu  nerer  happened,  W;  alhulu 
to  tba  old  Fedanl  partT,  tW ;  thar  baltl  a  SBTr.aBd  the; 
Bold  It  too,  ttt;  tbe  Foderal  partf  taaa  contitbotad  to 
tbe  formation  of  tbeie  great  ud  ralnable  Inatltattona, 


«f  the  Ibcttbat  ItwUlIbmlah  a  presedent,  801;  whenoe 
tbk  extnionlltiaij  prorldaDee  fbr  tbe  aeenrltf  of  oar 
1,  sol ;  the  Idea  adrueed  la,  tbat  iD  the  elee- 
a  Frealdent  w*  act  whoIlT  Indepudut  tt  tba 
udaTaanderBODbUgatluta  regaid  their  wlU, 
Br  iolemalj  AKpnaaedor  clearljaBCeFtalnediiOl; 


Google 


praulatlx  b  ut  (twlBtalr  bouid  b;  Ik*  will  at  U> 
MBtUtiunti,  bHUH  hs  li  boOBd  krtlu  11111  U^UT  ud 
puKDoapt  alillgmllDB  of  tlH  CcuMltatlBli  ItMit  IM; 
MT«r  »u  t  nun  pandoilail  msaiiMiit  idnDsad  In  > 
fHT*  leglalatlOB  Utu  UiM  n  m  lDda|M>d*lt  of  th* 
p«ipl«  In  tliti  •leedoB,  Mt ;  uoUiH  (mud  wUck  A*- 
Uncnlilwi  u  (IhUob  of  Pnddant  bT  thU  Hnm  (Rni 
u  ut  of  iFglilitlaD,  ud  ibom  tbit  tb«  abilnt>™  of  tlM 
popular  vtU  ibould  b«  vnoh  BtroBjpir  In  thalbnBfi  tbu 


■  lUll  n 


«el««lr  to 

n  of  sHuldflrinff  tb*  m«iob( 

orfnu  of  UiA  popnlu  vlU  on 


■tIonofthaOaT(ruiisut,MM;  UwBitiinudopuiillon 
of  pobUo  opiBlDS  H  oonseeled  vllb  tbli  nbfMt,  MMj 
tblt  pcopla  ban  ■•  mnoh  ^ittat  ud  IntilUgoiieo  •■  hu 
«T«r  lUleQ  to  t^  lot  ctf  uij'  pooplo  iD  tbo  worid,  AM; 
howdapenU  wooU'be  tbo  uimliBaBt  of  aUetliia  ■ 
PnaldtotiimlDitao  pi^Dlir  will,  MT  |  alLodapMi  to 
■omplele  u  (iMtiaB  vhlcb  tba  pwipl*  her*  lift  In  u 
iBohoUii  Mita,  SOT ;  tt  i>  Hid  tbit  tbo  poirer  *o  uondH 
In  alMtliig  a  Fnddont  1)  not  oonlkcnd  open  u  b;  tbs 
people  bot  bj  Che  OoutltaltoD,  WT. 

Tb*  qnoMon  la  almplr  wbolbn  (be  (dhriea  aboold 
ba  tbron  i^n,  aiit>|>ot  to  b*  doMd  at  Ih«  BaCtm  at 
tbo  Speaker,  or  wbotbot  tboy  abonid  be  tbrown  opan, 
aat^ed  to  be  eleood  it  tb*  nqneot  <rf  th*  d*lap(Ion 
ftom  aoT  on*  8t■li^  KB ;  ■  men  qnMlcB  of  older,  K3 ; 
whom  an  tbo  mlsorltf  boosd  to  obej  In  glrlBg  tholi 
Totoa  on  tb*  iqipraaebinc  aliiathai  1 108 ;  It  «*  k*  not 
bound  to  eleet  tbaC  taadUalo  who  baa  a  plnralltr  of 
Totea  Is  tb*  alMtonI  ealtaga,  b;  what  mla  an  wa  to  be 
|DTeiti*dI  M;  la  It  bj  lb*  Tota  of  our  roapaetln 
BtatMlSOg;  areir*baDadbrtb*Tola*or  oudlslrieto 
In  point  (<pTlBelpleT  MN;  no  eltetloB  oimld  b*  made  b; 
the  Honae  If  tbe  BtntM  wore  all  of  etnal  die  on  tUa 
prlncdple,  SIO ;  onr  dntj  to  do  what  la  il|^t  aannilllm 
tath*  bealdlotatiaof  ouiiadenlaBdlngiSla;  Ittaaakod 
bow  w*  an  hold  up  our  beada  at  boma  It  w*  fo  eon- 
taarj  to  the  will  at  obt  oouUtBODti,  110 ;  It  laaaldthat 
OB  (nKiBda  of  aipodlanoj  tha  aeeptra  on^t  not  to  ■<• 
plaoed  In  the  band*  <a  aBf  !■*■  who  ka*  not  a  m^tott^ 
of  tha  Totaa  of  hia  coonlrjiBaii,  Sll ;  tba  llrat  breatb  of 
a  BOW  partj  la  iotf  and  ftrreiit  lor*  ftn  tb*  ptoida,  HI ; 
bow  la  tb*  win  at  tha  peopla  to  be  aaoartalned  tn  tUa 
e«MtSl>;  tbe  maoriUfllnilllea  with  wktehthafBl||oet 
la  beeeC,  and  the  ardnona  taak  of  ftamloc  a  iheoiT,  ao- 
eordEng  to  fOBllemen^a  Tlewe,  that  wonld  harmoBlie  tn 
It*  pncUcal  operatlaBB  with  oonatitaliOBal  prartdaa*  on 
tbo  n1t}4flC,S13;  eoBtamporaBoona  oxpodtloDa  of  the 
OonaUtaCloa  on  tbe  aabjeet.  III. 

la  It  right  to  Indulga  tha  lataaaa  aaiietr  now  Mt  bf 
tb*  pnbUa  Ib  parmltUiii  an  Inspeotlon  at  the  praoood- 
lagaef  thla  Honee  when  eooaUtutlanaUr  cmplojed  to 
aaleotlDgaCh[*fHi«UtiBtatUB;  ta 
the  ta%r  now  eaat  Bpon  tha  Hoaee  b 
tha  oontlnxener  prorlded  (Or  In  the  OenitltnUon,  to  dla- 
Ungqlah  11  lyom  ardlniiT  teta  of  laflalatloB,  or  to  demaad 
aa  nnaanal  Duaaora  of  aaf^t]' or  precaotlanT  BU;  Itli 
Mid  the  meo  who  t^re  tona  to  tho  Coutltiitlan,  lit; 
1b  whoaa  handa  le  tha  BOTeral^tj  of  tha  Unlcs  rapa*- 
ItodtlU;  the  pntlJowlU  point  to  tb*  path  of  UIM7 
and  dotj.  SIS ;  otherwla*  the  Prealdent  wdl  b*  tiu 
emtiu*orth*Logi^tnre,glSj  hj Tertlng In tUi bodr 
an  Irraaponilbla  power  of  eelootioa  fOB  banlib  the  gnat 
eatbRBard  of  tha  CoutltotlaB,  KL 

Tba  Immedlat*  conatltBonli  of  a  Domber  of  tUa 
Bau*  boT*  BO  rlfbt  ta  lutraet  Um  la  hli  TOt*  tx  a 


rnMantllT;  tkaaHatOKiftlwpooiii*  sot 


*ianlaad,nT;lt  to  Mid  ftp  wUI  of  tbo  pao^  k  te 
panmoBHt  law,  nt ;  tka  i^t  <rf  Aoad^  InpHH  Aa 
itfU  of  aaUetlaff,  *1B ;  Ih*  dwMao  af  ptaialt^,  peMb- 


a,lll;itwaanbaBrtbr 

iBftnottoa*,  who  baf*  (ha  rlfht  l«  Inatrwt  bbT  n*;  bH 

attaaapta  to  tw»f  m  eonlnd  the  b«*  niaifce  ttaat 

M)b*r  JodfBHBt  ar*  tndeeorooi  and  lBipni>*T,  Mil 

11a  qoMtlan  la,  whether  th*  poworef  ileMtn  ^ 


ar  with  tk*  JolOfftlon  ef  a  atata.  1;  thrtharn 
nV;«iBnDltt*a>te*  and  an  itflaed  lanloM^ 
■n;UthaHawhmo«l*a  (•  Mrfk*  «at  th*  lat  di 
tf  tha  third  rnK  W;  wh< 


PHKif0^.~-am  Ikdm,  wrtfc  «.  1. 
PropaffaMmfataotplai 

roLT. 
J'rMtMt*  2MIIM.    S-iMtm,yii.%  Old  Tab.  1^ •,  ArtlH 

J\tUe  OMUHtft^-Bt  JkOm,  nk.1,  T. 


J-uKleLamdttm  TbiHtenee.— In  th*  B 


AibMe  ZoAda,  Nport  <m  prtenptko  Tl^tih  41 

JIMia  Zowia,  grorfwirttwi  ^  He  prtea.— In 

blUMBMM*d,5H;B0taBawblll,BM:  t 

Um  ntiWUoB  of  th*  prtSe 


M;  oiltln  tf  tho  BTBtem  of  aontar  tta  IbbI, 
DM;  frBitaot  thoajitam,BOI;prapo*BdtaaaatteIaa4 
ftn  what  It  la  worth,  MI ;  SMadal  polBta  iiiiB^itBii. 
art;  anotbarTl*w,MB;  th*poinro(arapBWlel«t>lta 


U8  J  what  DUd*  theae  Statea,  SM 1  a  QBttm  of  loadr  &- 
Wtiiitlonottb*MiUaDio^th*paapl*,SS;  tUaFoteal 
domlnloB  afteeta  th*  aoienlgB  AaiaoCa  of  th*  Stitaa 
thamaelTe^M;  the  poller  of  hoMfBS  tb*  kate  at  a 
arbltnr;  mlnlmam  ud  walUBE  Ibr  a  rlae  l>  tbe  pita*  la 
an  IntriuleaUr  ftli*  polky.  Sit;  1b*(iIi«*  a  bnvik  of 
oeialon  aola,  em ;  ■  breach  of  tba  OoaatltBllaB,  Cm ;  tiM 
■Titesiof  raaerratlon  traa  Ml*  of  nlnenl  lasd^Bn; 
■enttment*  of  Bnrke,  SJl ;  tb*  prttwlple  of  IIiiiiatliM. 
tfli;  eaiea(OmurWblta,Ma;  to  tbo  poor  aiaaa Oeae 

reflua  tiaale  an  dealnbk,Brai  il f  llie  ffellBlinii 

at  Colombia,  on ;  pnelanutUiB  of  th*  kins  of  Piad^ 


Uaea,  BK;  the  aabtaet  of  th*  minta,  S 

mark*,  071 ;  Ull  laid  OB  tb*  Ubl^  sn, 
SiaolBtlan  relallTe  to  pnblla  landa  In  Lenl 

HlMlaalppl,  en;  obfest  ot  «Q>i>l  *»  Ik*  i 

reaolntloB  ^ratd  to,  £§CL 
p¥*UtZantU.-~StIitdm,mlt.  !,%».*,  I 
PtOUoLtUtu  trMMvfM, i^ort (B, n. 


D,g,tza:Jb.GOOg[e 


<iiiaitrt,Mtni«rial<^.—Bl*Iiidta,y6lt.i,%i. 


b  of  pbuT  In  ti 


Ramsuj,  Ur,  his  !• 

Wirt  Indld,  148. 
Babdolfb,  Joan,  on  (li*  tuUT  bill,  (;  ^Inloa  oT  Bhkido, 

II;  of  Akxudn,  11;  of  Cmmx,  11;  of  Nqwlwn,  IT; 

•f  tbs  CauUtMlaB,  IT)  on  Uw  BkemoiU  of  Edmrdi, 

1A,U;  <ititkaMileMtm<«'ffMt«ailTcn,«;ontfaa 

);  on  ft  pnpoHd  pnpetul 
a,  8W;  OD  the  Flnld*  otul,  SSS, 
888;  on  tlu  na<d>  wul,  US;  m  Mfra  ri*T<i7  In 
ftootk  AiB«l<4m,«»;<natB  tupanrimi  ofhabau 
eoriHii,tISi  OB  UwOudMrludKMd, 414,4TB;  on ais- 
entlTa  povtn,  484 ;  an  iMdnllnc  rolo,  EH;  im  then- 
dDflUoBof  auooHTapMnwlctilMi  £m  JM«^ Tola.  S, 
1,16,87. 

Kmmt,  Cmunorsin,  an  the  ITilMih  A  UhbI  Ckml,  (I, 
n;  on  Uw  VHtern  boonduy  sf  ArkMiM*,BI;  00  tli* 
cWm  itf  lUliOD  BoBgd,  tt4 ;  on  Ih*  ir«(«n  natlaul 
ntd,  1» ;  on  tho  pobUaludi  Id  OUa;  IU;  <n  tlia  diM- 
xffakt  «ad  Ohio  Cun],  S8E;  BapteMStitlTS  fmn  IDt- 
nlatpi>l,tlM    Sttlndim.t'ilM.t.l. 

Baii»em,pnMUIIm<!f.—6ta  Indai,  toL  B. 

£«J  Atato  and  iSfami,  cdlMMiM  qir— Bm  lodai,  tot.  G. 

Ban,  JODir,  on  Ui«  IntnuloD  of  wbitu  on  the  Indian  natt- 
nllon  in  MliilMlppt,  4T2;  npniantitin  from  Uuu- 
ohuatti,  BM.    JlM  i^HiM  Toli.  0,  T. 

Btpori  OD  th€  aipedlenoy  of  ooonpylng  tho  monHj  of  tho 
OolnbU*  rimr,  S ;  lelsllvo  to  ei(tognlihlt|g  the  lodlu 
title  In  GeorgU.  4;  on  pm-empUon  rlgbV,  It;  on  the 
ditm  or  MMttcbnaetta;  4R ;  on  ths  nuAioriil  of  tho  tnu- 
iHa  of  tha  Daf  mi  Dmnb  A>;lma  of  Ksntaskj',  M ;  on 
the  pnbllc  loll  la  WUhlngton,  TS;  on  plnsj  In  the  Teat 
IndiH,  S4;  on  Ftaneh  BpoliaOoH,  88;  i      ~ 


th*  praUaDtUolMttai  1^  tba  HomMG 


IM;  on  tho  petltlao  of  Thomia  Cooper,  8(R;  on  the 
memiRtiil  of  leiM  PhiUpt,  eST. 

A|Iir«MiKaM«a,  nMo  <ti:~A<  AHfav  Tolt  1, 1, 4. 

Btprftntativa,  quoHJIeaUim*  qf.—SM  TiKltK,  TOl  8. 

BeilffHtitlon,  doit  U  caute  avacaiteift—Stt  Sidta,  ToL  1. 

£e«gln«<c>»  relitlTa  lo  the  addnH  of  NlnbiD  Edwnd^  40, 41 ; 
relntlYa  to  tha  edJoDnunant  of  Oongred,  48 ;  nletlTa  to  ■ 
itily  ncett,  48 ;  teUttre  to  tb«  ocsopjlng  glilmant  U*i 
of  SenCnolEj,  Bl ;  on  ■  quorum  of  tbt  Supfanu  Odut, 
IS;  lalatlTa  to  tha  Inland  tndo  between  hDnciQtl  ud 
HewHaUeo,  T8;  relitlTa ' 

nUtlTa  to  hai  mlUtin  eUlm,  118;  nloClTa  to  eoantlnii 
the  Tot«  far  Praaldent,  IIST ;  to  aaUtf  tha  Tloa  Pred- 
dent  if  hli  election,  IBB ;  to  appropilMa  the  prooeedi  of 
the  pnbllo  landi  to  emendpatlan,  18T ;  reUtlTa  to  ^e 
power  of  CongHH  to  mpnqiriita  tho  prnoaada  of  the 
pnbltD  Undfl  Ibr  enundpetlon,  1S8 ;  ralstiTa  to  the  raMp- 
tlon  of  the  Prealdant,  118 ;  relatlTa  to  the  munar  of  n- 
oelTlngLa&7atta,lM;  ralitlia  to  tha  Yli^lnli  Intaraat 
eUlm,  SUi  lelitiTB  to  annonneing  (o  Id& 
Hga  of  tb«  nntmaratlon  Un,  n>;  nktti 
uole  eaniL  M);  ralatlTe  to  lanltoriil  Jndfaa,  9tB;  (aln- 
Ut*  to  tha  alalnageinitlfartarB.  Clarke,  SM;  rtlatlTe 

Vou  vm.— « 


to  the  eliTa 

trade.  SSSio 

onitnEadBiMt 

888:  leletl 

a  to  tha  Indian  title  wai 

Jl  of  the  Eoekj 

84T;  nlattre  to  the  elaTa 

trader  848;  raU- 

ndlan  UEla  L 

iiO«»sia,B4S 

ofthankilotha 

Bp«ler,848;lOTOol- 

the  Benate. 

SW;  mlstli 

relaUia  to 

jBdldal   pt 

oadlon,  880 

reUtlTa  to  an 

DflhoCou41tntion,m; 

lalattTB  to  Intar- 

nal  improT 

imant^sai; 

relatiT*  to  a  dlatrlbntlon  of  the 

pnbBcmoa 

7,87a;nl.U 

TO  to  tha  death 

ofSenntorCliim- 

bar^Sni; 

■elatlTe  to  the  d«oua  rf  Benalor  ealllan]. 

898;  raUUT 

nladre  to  the  Congren 

,  tl9;  lalatlTe  to 

proeeedlnge 

In  the  Ban 

te,41I;n>latl 

a  to  portponinj 

actJon 


laCoDgi 


1,411: 


lo  Tine  and  oUre 


lelitlTe  totha  pnhUaluds,  Sn ;  r 
landeln  AJibima,  C«9;  raEaUx' 
In  United  Btalca  atook,  BID';  ralaUva  to  a  weatani  inn- 
mf.lK:  talatlra  to  eiploratloni  of  tha  north-wait  soaM. 
iOO;  ralatlTa  toloiaatln  thaoollaatloD  of  onitoma,  404 ; 
leUUTa  to  tha  eslUTiitlon  c^  tha  mnlbenr  trafc  887^  ra- 
laUretoa  bridge  on  the  naUanil  read,  ON;  ralaUTete 
HIV;  tlmhar,  HO;  releUre  to  the  Congreis  at  Panim*< 
88T;  relative  to  mrolntlonaTy  penaloni,  876;  ralatiTO  to 
an  amendiiiant  of  tha  Constltatloii,  8n. 

Stttime,  eeUteUait  ^.—Su  Tfldax,  ToL  B. 

AeHBw  OuU»rl.—Stt  India,  ToL  I, 

Sttoiatlimary  Birant)/  Zand*.— la  the  Senate,  >  rawilntion 
relaHTate,  SSB;  objaotof  thepropoaiUon,  846;  anooiir 
aga  apeonlaton,  8H;  tiofa,  888;  If  the  nwnaa  ware  pnb- 
llahed  there  would  be  gomethlng  Uka  an  aqua]  chance, 
888;  thli  bnalneH  ahonld  he  bronght  to  a  olMt,S88: 
laairintlon  adoplad,  888. 

Bttaltittaiiari/  PtntlOH  ^dani In  the  Honae,  a  nmlnDon 

lalatJTe  to,  offered,  BIS ;  oonnc  pnmsd  on  the  antjact, 
BIB;  tntSDtlon  of  the  law,  8TB ;  remAition adopted,  B». 

Bmiauia,  Jum  &,  on  ramnnantlon  to  the  Niagara  anf- 
fbran,  281;  on  a  niLval  Khool,  SSR;  on  the  Wtatam 
naUonil  road,  ICS.    ^»  Indsa,  toL  T. 

BtieOt  mand,  admlstton  qf.—Stt  Indjir,  roL  1. 

£Ao<IafaIanc[,<w(a;t>riVa«{itoi<fn  1814,184.  AeAAc, 
TDla.  1,  I,  S,  4,  B,  8. 

BlCHAKDa,  Jons,  on  tha  road  from  DeDtilt  to  Michigan,  888. 
Btt  IndiOi  toL  T. 

EiTD,  WnuAii  0.,  Eepre»entatlTB  tnm  Ttfglnta,  BK ;  ot 
the  Panama  Congrcaa,  8bl.    Etc  Indet-roVX. 

Baad*,  Pott.— Btt  Auftat,  role.  8,  T. 

Botidt  and  CanaU,  aurttj/aJbr.-^Sae  TndvB,  toL  T. 

Boadfrom  DttroU  to  CMoaeo,—la  the  Bonaa,  a  bill  ta  M- 
thoilis  a  annaj,  and  opening  e  roed,  tie.,  ooiildered, 
189 ;  Importance  of  the  road  to  the  Terrltor;  of  Mloh- 
Igin,  t*0 ;  Ita  otnitj  In  relation  to  mlUtar?  opanHont, 
IM;  other  adTantigaa,!M;  bin  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing,!«. 

TrOTH  FattaeoUi  dt  SL  A>itpttUtit.—Ja  the  Hooa*,  a 
bin  to  ippropnatc,  eondderad,  SSH;  route  irf  the  road, 
SIB;  manner  In  which  It  [■  propoaed  to  bnlld  [t,lSB; 
objaott  and  Kuona  In  Ikror  of  buUdliig  l^  SIS. 

Beadt,  Pint,  Btpair  </  in  MitifippL— la  the  Senata,  e 
bill  to  appropriate  118,000,  An,  conaldarad,  818 ;  tk* 
road  In  the  Indian  oonntrr,  between  .Tackwn  and  Co- 
lnmbna,gn;  otijaet  to  make  Itamall  rente,  S80;  nl- 
readr  been  opened  bfthe  QoTemment,  880 ;  a  road 
opened  br  tha  Vnltad  Btatea  aoeordlng  to  a  treatj  iHp- 
ulatlon  with  tha  Indiana,  gSO;  whr  la  not  the  coniUto- 
tlonal  qneatlon  InTolTod  heret  880 1  InTolrea  «U  tha 
great  principled  aa  to  the  power  of  thla  OoTemmant  to 
nuka  roadi  and  cuiala,  880 ;  Impoialbla  toi  the  Btlt*  <f 
UlBlHlppI  to  hna  aj  authoritir  over  thoie  landa  nnUl 
tha  title  WBi  artlngnlihed,  SSI ;  a  treaty  of  1801,  nd  > 
oflCBBl;  nnoMrtononUw 


parirt  thgladUu,l81;  Itli  DSBtandcd  thM««  hir* 
■a  Tight  to  enidacJiulHlletlonaTR'inHiiof  OUT  on 
T"H"(r  wltlilD  tha  Umjti  at  i  Hnntfii  fltit*,  HI  J  iJuU 
CoBgiw  mikr  Ui>  imt  to  tba  Slat*  to  tu  tlili  ludT 
Kl;  M  whitoluua  of  tli*  Comtinillaii  did  eti«7  tnoa 
tha  povar  to  puka  thU  road  1 9SS ;  a  anrpatlon  bj  tha 
Tedoal  tiaranmiut  of  powar  not  coafSTTed  on  It,  BS; 
tha  aqMdlaMjr  of  the  maanre,  tm ;  tha  casatltaUoul 
ptdat,  US ;  preaadanla  (rf  r«d>  Id  Qtargla  aad." 


iilav 


S;  tha  I 


irerthaseMiin,SM;  no  ona  to  dtn;  tha  n««a*- 
4^otth««OTk,tUitliatnHlIODli,i>ho  la  to  do  Itt 
8H;  tha  ricbt  tt  tha  Union  to  nukt  »ad>  throng  all 
th«  IndlusooutriMiSM;  bill  ordarad  to  thlid  rtadloK 


BoaafttmOiirffUtto 


[aw  OriMU,  throng  ftmlgs  te 


ii,Bl& 


UK  K,  nomlnatad  BccntiitT  to  th  t  Puunt 
nd^on,  4»L.    Aa  mdm,  nd.  T. 

Boi^  Bonnn  B„  HepwaataUTa  from  Saw  Tock,  SMI  Sti 
Imdtm,  ToL  T. 

B«M,  HnriT  H^  on 

SMl  on  tho  Wcrtarn  ultoul  iwd,  Mj  relallTa  to  tha 
(lecthm  of  praddant  by  the  HooM,  SIS ;  «n  ttM 
praaatoB  of plrur,  MS;  EapiaaantatlTa  fron  Kaw  York, 
OM. 


BnoaLB,  BoHAMiH,  on  tha  appraprlillon 
land  mad,  I7G ;  Banator  from  Ohio,  WO 
■lyhoimtr  landi,Mt;  on  Iha  pteTant 


SiaBry,irign>,imSnMAmtriea.—Ia  thaBaDat«.ai 


to  poa^Kma  tha  omddantlon  of  tho  naohtfV^  4dt; 
mtvcBt  tnapMiliii  on  tha  floor  of  tha  Hadrt^  401 ;  tag> 
nliT  argnniBnti  Ilka  a  ehsin  Ifffdfa,  Ml ;  aona  thlak 
thta  qnaatlon  of  napo  ilaTBrT-  dunld  iutbt  ba  bron^ 
Into  tha  notloe  of  Congnn,  Ut ;  It  is  ■  canevr  In  tha 
ftsa,  and  snut  b«  trtatod  aaowuhH  oritM,  4M ;  eha^a 
Ib  pnbllo  i^lnlaa  Id  Sraat  MUId,  40:! ; 
Tlam  of  aliTary,  dOfl ;  pitndplaa  of  thft  fin 
of  tha  abcdltloB  «(  the  liars  titiln.  iim;  Ihimlilnii.iii 
Utlaal  or  rallfloH,  haa  DO  (topflv  plaeeabKt  «rlMaT« 
or  hall,  Mt;  tho  pnaant  aondltim  tf  Ihaaa  Ibiht  aula- 

iiiiii  iif niiiiii, itii  niiiapiiiintiiiii  iif II Ill  naigiiM 

ME;  Fos  ud  Pitt,  «•;  af  aU  OoTamiiaBto  In  tha 


JtviH,  rMotwHiv,  ramuti  on,  UT. 


BaUDuiv  imt  lUUite  SeiiiUv.—St  InOtu,  tc 


Bamnma,  BoMiii.in  IL,  on  tha  mamorlal  of  HIdIu  Ed- 

wardc,  41 ;  BapcaaantUlTa  from  HorUi  OaioUtia,  MS. 
Ba^muuA,  rM^qf.—Sa  Indn,  toL  >. 
B&VTK,  BuciL,  on  tha  eiplontloD  of  tha  North-Wat 

ooaat,«01,«at;  SapraaenUIlTa  from  North  C«niIliia,llM. 
at  IndtB,  toIl  S,  4,  «,  I, 
Boor,  Jobs,  BapraeeDtatlTa  ftom  Mlwoiui,  OK;  aa  bal- 

UIOM  doa  from  Land  OlDcea,  610.    Set  Indta,  Tola.  G, 

i,T. 


H /wlM^  ToL  & 

Stamui,  pr^tcUott  qf.Stt  Indm,  taiL  8, 4. 

Stat  <if  0ow»nn»4iit.—SH  /ndoa,  toIi.  1,  S,  S,  0. 

BuTov,  WiuuH  W.,  toatlmoajr  in  tha  oh  of  Nlnlan  Ed- 
ward*, H. 

Aonf  iVfWaadAva,  iTuftUaoHM  qi;~«M /ndaa^  ToL  4. 

i8«UM<m  Zota,— In  tha  Han*a,  a  raport  of  tha  :patltlon  of 
Thoniaa  Coopat,  nmildared,  tOT. 

AittMm  £au  .)<1TM.— £m  JMa,  vol*.  4,  •,  and  7iid«,  ToL 
t,  D^^kHh  Mtataru  and  StdMaut  PraeUe—. 


Bnxoim,  aoDUio,  Baialor  from  Tatmoht,  UU.    &t  /» 

Bsun,  PiTu,  DD  theWabaah  caul,  Tt;  on  tha  Ciem, 
jB»»B  and  Ohio  0*11*1,  »ST.    «M  Adw,  ToL  T. 


bttwaan  BtatH,  400;  crtnet  from  Borka,  401;  ftuthtt 
ramaAi,4ia,411;  raaolofaoD  laid  on  thatahb,4U. 

Sattry,  nai^tioiu  ratatlT*  to,  la  n**  Slala*.— Saa  A4k 
1^*,  S,  (,  and  IndiBi.  toL  X  TwrUartf 

SbitM,  AeUo*  of  AiUau.-£M  hOta^  ml.  4;  dai  Da- 
jwfad.— &a  Ado,  ToL  4 :  do  J^trfMoa,  aw /laila^  T^ 
B,  e^  T;  do.  AviK^Mnt  ^.—8»*  InOm,  toL  ^  and  A- 
dai^ToL>;DaM*f  OH  A^offa;  do.  A  J— urtyjtr,  wa 
Adae,niL«;  iit.  HtgnOLm  ry-  *•*  Ad*a^  tsL  I ;  da. 
PMOmt,  Mi  hidaB,  Toll.  1, 1;  4,  L 

aiatt  Tfadi,  4Moa«.— BUI  rel*tlT*  to,  Wt.—a—  Indm. 
»oK  1,  a,  T. 

Hmt  Tmgie  <»  Oa  DMrtii  </  Oi*miMa.-^it  £iAk 
ToLB. 

Bloxb,  Jobs.  BapraaODtatlTS  ftom  Ohio,  IM.  £m  Aadat. 
Tol«.«,T. 

,SIbc^  1/  Var,— &t  Iitdtm,  toL  T. 

SbuA  ai'iintf  cMMtt.— iSM  /lufaai,  iiA  B. 

Anlti^oAii,  tlf  eatt  if.—Sm  Imdm,  voL  B. 

SutiB,  BuniaL,  Beoator  from  XairlaDd,  M4 ;  sb  patUlaia 
frnm  ta«lgaRi,llSl  on  tha  ■oeonBla  of  Pnridant  Maa- 
roa,  106;  on  tha  tradt  with  UarlH^IBS^  TelattTe  to  Aa 
anppnaalon  of  plracj,  IM ;  on  the  aDbacjIptloii  to  tha 
Dalavira  asd  Cl)«**pa*ke  caul,  ITB,  in ;  on  the  ffn- 
pilatlon  bin,  4Ul    £h  JfHl»,  Tola.  I,  B,  4  ^  ^  T- 

Bhitb,  WiLuui,  RapreaentatlTO  frxm  Vliilnla.  SM    8m 


dan,  TOU.  B,  T. 
A>iiU  .dfMr<oail  Oolaa— Ah  Autaa^  vol*.  4,  T. 

OaroHma,  Toto  tor  Freddent,  Is  last,  tU.    B—  tit- 
«»,Tol«.l,)i>,*,6,B. 
SiIiMart  iiTM*  £ae0liiM«L— ,8w  A<ta^  TCda.  B,  & 
^MKit,  RMiteeMoit  itf  tkt  TVaotr  ^  WO.— St  IoUk, 

TOLT. 
j^)ac<a  poyfaoab;— JM  Indtet,  toL  S. 


B,S«t. 


«,  BM;  OB  th* 


Blait  Balimett.-~8»i  Itidtri,  t«L  %. 
SranaKioii;  Bit.  Db,  ehqitain  to  tha  Banata,  HO. 
Doming.— 8t»  Iid«>^  toU  I,  T. 

irxvaoH,  Ahdibw,  on  the  Virginia  iDteroA  Claim,  Ml: 
onerlmaaacaiait  thoCmtM  Btal**,  MI;  ~ 
tlT*  from  Tlitloli,  BH;  Totod  Ar  M  Bpoaka 


■  B^  fiflpnaanUtln  tma  FmuujlTuilAf 
ISH :  nUtln  to  ■  WMtern  Aimoiy,  BM ;  uiuHUiiH  Um 

dMMMof  Hi.FuTdlr,  Mt;  ontht  Puuoia  OongnB, 

BnwxKT,  Anmiw,  on  tlw  B(Tl(taom  of  WMtarn  rtitn, 
W;  eatt*WitiMliaiul,n:  od  tlu  WhIuii  Kitlosil 
mad,  tn  i  BttvMaBUUT*  Itdd  PuiMylnoU,  SH;  nl- 
itlx  to  »  bridge  on  tha  Kitlau]  KHd,  no. 

Stoel^  .Hm  nmmt  Jft».—bi  tlis  Hotue,  ■  blU  (o  eruta 
Uto  mUBaiiti  to.,  eonjdwod,  M;  to  be  p«ld  ondar  idpii- 
Udouof  till  trwtroflEl* with B]iiln,«B;  wbabtb* 
propu  ooutnietloii  to  b«  (Ithi  to  thli  tnalr?  S3; 
wbit  dull  bi  ■  eornot  poUof  to  bo  piunod  asdv  thit 
(OBrtrsstlaa  t  8l ;  DtotlTta  ud  iwuM  Ibr  antolnf  Into 
tmtlu,  a;  euiHi  t^it  ltd  to  tha  trao^iudu  oon- 
wkit  !•  tlw  lutnn  of  tb«  abll(MioB  Im- 
iB  tbi  eontaetlavfutlHl  4t ; 


poult,  a;  prlndplM  ^pUod  to  the  pnMut  oausW; 

«hM  i»  tlie  dntr  of  tb*  fioreramea^  nnltlBg  txm  the 
lamu  of  the  tmXj  ■*  Kgudi  tb*  eUmuiti  f  U ;  do- 
tatpUoa  of  Flotldt,  M ;  nuon  tot  obtainliig  th>  to- 
mlDloa  ud  KFTWalgntr,  K;  Htinid  tlut  Sonnimut 
!•  boiiBd  to  p«7  tho  IntarMt  Miiiiully  of  Iba  (tooklaned, 
tO;  Airtbardabita,U;  bUliiMMA,(S. 

Stoub,  HxmT  K,  on  nmiiMntloii  to  IjtijttI*,  HO ;  on 
TannuunUan  to  tba  Nlicua  taOtnn,  ttS ;  on  tbo 
Ohe«qK*ka  ud  Ohio  caul,  881;  B^noaentftdn  fimn 
NawTork,BM;  oni  panrion  to  Mn.  Daonr,  tU ;  nl- 
atlTo  to  N1T7  Timber,  ttt;  r^orU  oa  tba  maraorlal 
of  lawo  Fhitipi,  <BT;  oa  tba  Puami  CongrMi,  Ml  i  on 
a  attalbrnNBT?  Yirdat  BaWnwre,  tei;  onnuraTloc 
harbor*  In  Qaorgla,  A8fl ;  on  a  braakvattt  In  tbo  Dtl^ 
wan,«M.    3tl!iid*it,r<M.t,1. 

enoKa,  Jiioa,  BaprwnntiHTa  finm  Haw  Toil,  M.  5m 
Indt^  Tola,  t,  T. 

AioMHIy  (^SoM.— Aa  Aidimot.  B. 

Atftrera  Ai  Fbr.— iSm  iMia^  toL  <. 

Avor.-'Aa  Ad«ii,  Ttia.  It  I,  i>NHat  M  toywWt 

Sundav  X(Mt.—8tt  Ikdta,  toIi.  S,  T. 

Saprtm*  Otorl— Amandmant  movod  to  tha  bill,  Ti, 

Barttg  i^tAt  Barbtm  otBaTannah  and  Braniwlsk.  Inlho 
Hoiua,  a  matla 
wllbdrawB,  MB. 

Bvu,  Bajiun,  BepnaantxtlTt  fMm  H«w  Janar,  CM 


TiLUOT,  laua,  on  tba  trada  with  Hula^  US ;  on  uwBd- 
liigthaJndldarraT>Iam,ieS.    Am  Adae,  toU.  K,  li  T. 

TALunaaot  Jodh,  BapraaantadT*  from  Vlrgliila,  M.  3tt 
Ii>dm,Tii1t%i. 

Tattsuj,  Xdvaui  y.,  an  tba  Qaorgla  nllltla  dalnu^  tH ; 
BoptanntatlTO from eMCfla, EM.   SMliuttK,TA7. 

am-,  DlnA-Bf  Indta,  i  1^  6;  Do.  War,-,SM  ludtn, 
*aL«. 

TJiTtAi,  Jdbv  W.,oiithamamaTlalor£dwtrda,ll;  on  tha 
aatllamant  of  tbo  Northwttt  Cout,  nO;  on  ramnnna- 
tlon  to  tba  niacin  •oSiraT^lgT;  ralatlra  to  tanlloilal 
Jodcaa,  MS;  BoprcaantatlTa  ftomlfaw  York,  DM;  TOtad 
braiBpaakn,I»T;aleotad,S»r;  addroN  on  Ma  alaetlon 
aiBpaakar,  HIT;  en  aquation  of  ordar.CSS.  Aa/wbn, 
TOla.B,«,T. 

T*noa,  Boaiar,  BaprtaantattT*  from  Ylrglnia,  BH. 

TuswiLL,  LiTTLnair  "W^  on  Imprlsoimant  for  dabt,  lOt ; 
on  patlClDiu  Ovm  foivlgnen.  111 ;  on  the  inKiTa<i><»  bI 
plraor,  lit;  ofltn  ■  rgaalnUon  to  noClfr  tha  Tb»-Ptad- 
dant  of  bli  aleotloD,  1S8 ;  on  amandine  tb«  ]ndldaiT 
■jitani,  US,  INI;  on  mbanlptlon  to  tha  Dalawan  and 
>],  m,  in ;  Smiatn  (Mb 'niibila,  tSO  i 


Va(t«n  oollMtioB  dlatridi,  DM ;  an  tha  Dlmil  BwHnp 
canal,  MO.  Ul;  on  tha  Crsek  Traatr,  SW. 

Tn  Ersx,  EsBnr,  BapnaaatatlTa  tram  Kaw  Tok,  IMI. 
JMA>d«B,Tal.T. 

JlMMiaitia,  (utm<ufDn  ^.—8t*  India,  toL  I. 

Ttnnoiaaa  eofa  for  PntidnU  <■  IBM.— Am  Ad«^  toIL 

l,i,^^8. 

TbrrttDrlot  tfowmm  wi  (»■— Am  Indtm,  Tal.  1. 

ZWrOoPtol  lAklffML— A  raaolnUoa  to  lafulra  It  aaj  Ibrthtt 
laglilatlon  wa>  naooMarjfor  tba  Impartial  admjnlatn- 
tJon  or  Joatloa  hi  Uw  tairlloilaa,  MIL 

TbrWIorlaL-^^  A((s^  Toll.  1, 3,  S,  1,  & 

THTiJoiDr,  on  th*  Ufa  mlUIoiii  Dawatook,IN;  on  tba  Wa- 
batli  and  Miami  eanil,  tS,  n ;  BopreaantatlTa  from  In- 
diana, SOt.   S»tbda^w>A.1. 

ncnua,  Jhu  &,  ilenator  ftom  Ullnola,  SNL    AM  JwImi, 


BMi  on  tbaFinuai  Oongraa,  BH;  on  ipanltantlirr  Im 

the  datrlot  of  Coluubli,  ItO. 
TBoanoa,  Jona,  BapmantatlT*  fMm  Oblo,  DM. 
TsoHHOB,  'WiLXT,  BipTBiantatl TO  Ikmn  fiaoifli,  UH;  <n 

tha  awirda  mllItU  elilmi,  >H.    Am  Adwv  Tol.  T. 
Tta*  1/  Prttidrntr-B—  Sidia,  tbL  1. 
ToaunoH,  fimaon,  BaprauntitlTB  frtsn  Ooanaotleat,  SOI. 

St*  Ann,  Tola,  t,  ^. 
Toaram,  D.  D^  mawHN  retatiT*  to  thi  elilm  o^  A— Am 

TbrpaAi  iaji4nnttiiit,—3et  Tnd*a,  toL  T. 

ToiraiT,  Aum  a,  on  rtmnnanUon  to  Qan.  bftjatta,  tM ; 

on  nmnnaraUon  to  tha  Ktlgu*  inaiBan,  UT. 
n-adt  wiU  Jfaefo),  patltlon  relitln  to,  lOL 
TVaoMfi  and  AkUMoh  duduA-Aw  liiifn^  Tol.  1 
TVoMsispwiitAfMntq^.— Am  Adtt,  TOi  Di 
n-oowrv  JMml— Am  JnOta,  toLS. 
nwaorv.— &a  Ad<l)^  Tolt.  1,  t. 
TraatyvM  Gitat  af1lalii.—attl»d»t,  ToL  1. 
TVaolv  ti«a  4wfa^  Am  Ado,  Tol.  «. 
TVaaty  ^  Art  ifaatioa.— Baaohitlon  nliUra  tOtOonMant 

«M. 
3Vm4v  ^  Ohint,  Oammtnltiiurt  vwlar.— In  tha  Buurt*, 

motion  to  atrika  ontappraprlitloufttalaTlaaliv,  US; 

wbat  are  thtaa  BOmmlnlonan  and  arbUnton  dolnft 

111;  latna have  lomalhlns 


If  tbaj  bad  done  their  duty,  ill ;   •oma  Inftnmatian 
ibonM ba laid betore  Congreaion  tbanI|]Mit,41t;  doaa 
tba  Uw  ntbfirize  tha  Bppra[7litlDn  t  «ia. 
TiBTAn,  JucB,  SepraianUtlTa  from  Vli^lnli,  ttt;  on 
mamban  of  OongriM,  00& 
Iha  niTlgitlaa  of  Woitam  ilT*i^(a. 
>taMtlon,M;  on  tba  Moapattoo  of  tba 
■)B;onth«W*ilainn*tlonilroid, 

Oblooanil,  >n;  OBlhaioppn*. 
of  piru7,eU;  B^naentadTa  tMm  Eantock]',  DM : 
ralatlTetadaartlonlnUwaimT,  604;  on  tb*  PuiiM 
OoDfitM,  MS;  on  the  mWon  to  Outanali,  tJt.  Am 
IitdiB,  Tola  t,  T. 
TcOKXi,  Onona^  moTM  tha  printing  cT  Sdwardi'  addni^ 
n,BV;  on  Ih*  clabnof  BaumirobaU,  O ;  osBoaamai- 
ehala'  dilm,  IB;  oSbiia  itwlndon  relatlT*  to  tha  In- 
dlaitlltlawa*torihaBoek7Maiintalna,IU.  AM/aA> 
toIlO,! 
Tiram,  Ssnnn,  BapwantitlTa  from  Kaw  Jarnr,  OH. 


n>l«>,  Aim<i>Mm  4^-^H  Ate^  TOl.  4 


i,  Google 


iH  JloIOAfM— &a  Atfai,  toLB. 


yaee*uaHttt.—a»4  AUlim,  toL  T. 

T^x  Bdict,  UiBTUi,  BuMot  ftonBewtDfk,  nO;  < 
tnda  with  Hants,  ISl;  on  Iha  nFpnMdan  ef  | 
U(,11I0;  miiTM  auwBdBwnttotfaa  trUl  for  tlu  np- 


MtNMVtsa  PnrfdaiiC,lM;( 


dicU]i7iUm,3<8i  nlatlr*  to  lb«  Florida  wiHk«»,  170; 
UB;  sn  (iklaf  nock  Id  tha  loalmtUlt  euil,  M*;  on 

Heionthe  jDdlcUrybUl,  UT; 
mm1|MB,I>M:  r*lUlntatk«piiUlslu^fia»;onl 
OnaktrHtr,  U1,DM.    dM  AKf«,  Tsi.  T. 
VAiraa,  JouTB,  on  ths  VlrglBU  adUUrrludi  bin,n; 


tin  &«D  CWo,  CM.    atlmd^,jei.j. 

Yak  tnwm,  NicMsua,  on  InpriaoaDinit  B>r  dab^  KM, 

on  tlw  nbwirtptloa  ts  tha  Daliirn 

OHul,  ITS;  Sanktar  from  Delairen,  SM     AM  A 

TOlt  (  T. 
WtM  Hcnn.  bFT,  Bepraaanlstln  Jhim  FaluuylrMlli,  I 
Tam  BrnMiLAO,  Bnrsn,  BapraaeDtMlTa-from  Naw  Tnfc, 

DM.    &a  Ada,  tdL  t. 
Vtaaam,  Jonr,  B«in«UBUtl**  from  llMitrjIiiiaiilii,  n$, 
rwmaU.vtit^PrittdtiUltHai.aM.    «m  Jwlaa,  Tola. 

1,8,*,  11,1. 
TnrLuec,  Qvi±ai,  BapnaaitallTa  fttim  ITav  Toifc,  Btt; 

on  m  penlt«DUu7  U  tha  DliMiit  of  OolDmbU,  TOl 
¥MiIt,ntritt*Hna  ana  titartae.— Set  Jndm  toL  1. 
FlM  Ofid  Baar  Adnttral4.—att  motB,  toL  K 
Dim  and  0M«  In  JloAftma.^]!  the  eoiuita,  a  nWIallas 

offMcd  raktlTB  to,  HI ;  fnnti  to  Fnnch  aml^nnta, 

Ml;  cmdllloBi,  EM;  aH  th*  InlbnutlDii  no*  baftn 

Ooagnm.em;  nwlatiaii  agTesd  to,  S»& 
fDnov,  RutvML  v.,  BapnaantMtn  fi«m  Ohio,  IM.    Stt 

AKl«,'roLT. 
Tt^Dlmia  Load  Wammlt-~Sf  Ridim,  toL  T. 
TlrgMa  JMarwl  Cialm.—lB  tha  Home,  the  cUm  et  Ylr- 

gliiU  Ibr  adniiaei  of  mona;  dnrlng  the  lata  mr,  Wl ; 

ftatarea  of  tha  claim,  SOI ;  raaoliitloii  oflbrad  and  n- 

VUvtiUit  miOary  Zmuft.— In  tha  Honaa,  a  bill  In  reladini 
to  oerlain  kadi  loeatod  imdar  Virginia  mmnta  oanald- 
and.  n;  the  inlMtaioe  of  tha  bill,  IT;  nuHt  ef  tha 
tltlaa  impoMd  to  ba  qnleted,  tT;  mOTod  to  lar  tha  bin 
on  the  table,  OT ;  axpedianeT  at  l^tilatlng  npon  tha 
nlJleM  at  iH  la  doubtftil,  ST ;  It  eamiot  pn|ndlce  mj 
Intarart  of  tiie  United  Btata^  OT ;  ordered  ta  third  tvad- 
bW,  8T.    Sm  AdM  iDla.  1,  L 

flrg1iiiia,fStb)tdiiM*ionatiiif,W0. 

ncglfiita  rote  tot  Preeldant  In  ISM,  tM     'a»t  Ado^  rek. 

VeltqfAppnUaKm—Sit  IhOtK,  toL  I, 


rohirt  and  JOaxti  OmoIL— In  tha  Booh,  a  UU  to  aa- 
'  (betlia  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  throngh  pnUle  landa 
aoDMddrad,  ST ;  noandnunt  nurad,  67 ;  a  grant  of  land 
for  a  road  haa  already  beeji  tnada,  vhleh  li  1  precedent, 
IT;  Importwea  of  the  propoaad  canal,  IT;  better  to 
make  a  grant  In  mobajr  than  In  lud,  61 ;  tha  banaflt  to 
tha  United  Btalea  maid  donblj  npaf  the  aiiianae  of  a 
oaaal,  IS;  Incnaee  In  tha  Ttlu  of  tha  pnbUe  laoib 


RieBtsrthBB  tbeaDHnstertba  appcefHatta,  M;  tir 
thacdabata,n;  tnundnwat  kit,  78. 
In  tha  Senate,  a  bill  tagtaat  knd  In  eld  oC  eoidteei, 

W9;  gitmadi  npon  which  the  bill  li 


Waub,  eaoBU  K,  Ki 

rar.ooadMltraA- 

Vor,  iteetaroNM  ^,  Ht  Ult.~S-  Imim.  tcL  4. 

Wau,  Aamo,  BairaaulatlTa  from  Kaw  Tot,  M. 

~  ~      nB.,eBtbedaT«f*IttDaaia«itHL 


Iha  bkakwlth  »WN;MI;  artUO,  HB 
WatUntlB*,  a  Jf—winl  (a.— ^»  JWJje,  Tela.  ^  ^  T. 
WaMmeUm  Ottt,  Oaptirt  if.— See  Jwtue,  toL  B. 


18 ;  en  the  aae  e(  Memorial  of  Edward^  41,  dS  1  OB  ee- 
eopjlhg  eklmaol  law*  tf  KeBtaoky,  T*;  flB  tto  iKf  «f 
•QooiBJBant,  B>;  tm  ailnae  afilwt  the  Uidled  %t^m, 
Ml,  ttt  M«;  «  tha  paaal  kwt  of  the  Dalted  Bkte, 
■M ;  OD  Ike  WaMara  XaUoMl  Baad,  M ;  OB  tha  CMad 
Btataa  paaal  eod^  «*,  in,  M*,  M^  KT ;  nkUTB  te  tlH 
ekotko  ef  PnMeat  br  Oie  Bonia.  IM,  W,  «0;  ■■ 
the  Uaaaadmaatta  IDBUa  akbne,  «l ;  onthsHIInh- 


ridared,  II ;  amendment  mtred,  Bl ;  ixpklDed,  61 ;  the 
IdprOTOnent  ehould  be  conflnid  ta  " 
treai  paitUlr  lonk  li 

a;  <aiiJad,ni  Ubecml  liTer  Isclnded, 61 ;  mmwie 
be  ^ipmprtaCed,  13 ;  an  amendment  to  tba  bQl  offaied, 
IS;  caloolnted  to  ambunce  and  defeat  the  Idll.«;  tt- 
reet  kglakthm  pr^rabla  la  mj  eontlBgeDt  pnTldaB, 
68 ;  of  petaaoDiit  hnportunoe  to  obtain  a  reeofBliloa  rf 
the  prladple  ambraead  In  tha  blU,  18 ;  atrial  AooU  be 
made  on  one  of  the  ban  befi>re  monaj  wee  expeaded 
on  the  net,  M;  aiperteace  In  nmoTlng  aasd-beiiti 
the  flnaqnehanna  and  Hodeon,  18 ;  amendmenta  OBrrfed, 
V ;  bin  read  a  (Urd  Ume  and  paaed,  t%. 

Wtl  JVM  ^aodeny.— Sh  /wdaa,  toL  T. 

rm  fMM  OMfete.-^  Aujas,  toL'c 

WMtm  Arvtarji.—Su  Indtn,  toL  7. 

UM  B.  W.,  tMtlmonylathe  caaeitfinalan 
XdwBrda,<H. 

arriM,  tmaua,  Jr.,  lepoita  on  pre  empBon  ilgbta  u 
pnbl!olanda,dl;  BapteeentatlTe  ttom  New  Hamiiahln, 
MS;  on  the  eiplorattan  of  the  NorthwMt  eo^  Mt 
fiae  Inatu,  nL  7. 

Wnm,  Baktow,  BepreaantaaTe  frimi  ITew  Toit,  DM. 

WBrra,  Hpbb  L..  SenatOTltottiTumBeuu,  6W;  aa  the  fler- 
il,  WO;  on  the  Pmmta  mkricm,  d»;  ca'ihe 

WEm,  JotVB  H,  DekgBto  tan  ItaMa,  ON;  n  Oe 


I.Google  ' 


WMU*,a4lrtiannltm  a 


n  JivUm  AatarMNM.— -In  tha 

e  to,  fdfttnd,  411;  tfaa  light 
1b  which  the  Indluu  ir*  to  ba  Tl«wed  bj  tha  GsTarn- 
mtnt,  «I1;  I^«  WublngtoD,  In  IflallglppI,  ill ;  ItiU 
of  nuttui  than,  4T1 ;  how  i>  It  within  tha  eompatmcT 
of  ■  BtiU  witboal  tha  aid  of  the  Unltad  autaa  ts  eitesd 
theuUoD  of  ItiowDtowitopanoiiilD  an  Tadluitanl- 
lorrT«T8;  tha  Indiana  In  Ulaalnlppl,  4n ;  the  naoli- 
tioB,4T< 
mUflMV't  PotonfWffUL— iSm  Adia^  ToL  4 

Wdttbiou,  Elusa,  B<pi*Mntktlr«  from  ITaw  Toik,  SM, 

Wsntum,  Sluhi,  £«pn*atatlTa  from  Ohio.  &«A- 
((aB,T»LT. 

Viuxurr^  Cmuui  A.,  oo  th«  ooonprlnf  oUnuDt  liw>  of 
EabtodtJ,  CO;  on  tha  BarlgaUon  of  Taatam  rlTan^  01; 
«B  tba  dij  of  ajjonnunant,  80 ;  on  crimaa  BgilDat  tha 
ITaltad  Stalca,  MS;  on  Uia  Cnltad  etit«a  panal  «od^ 
WI,tM;B*pnMnIillTa&omKntiick7,BW  .Sm  J»- 
dMToLT. 

VdtoiM  otid  OrjAaiu,  pmtlai  lo.— Si*  Indiai,  toL  I. 

WiLLn,  Oalth,  Beoatoi  from  Coonactlcnt,  SSOl 

ViiLiun,  J-wwa,  on  cunpanaatlDs  to  tbo  Sitgrn  niArin, 
M)l;  on  nmnnanHon  to  the  Nlagm  iniliTan,  111; 
KapraaentitlTa  ttmn  Horth  CaroUiu,  AH.  iSat  Adw, 
nla.B,t,7. 

WnuuB,  Taoiua  H.,  Benitm  from  IDial^ppl,  no.  St 
A((«,  TOla.  S,  T. 

Tiuoii,'  JuiB,  BapraaentatlTa  from  Fannarlnnli,  Itt, 
ate  UtOtm,  ToL  T. 

WiLaoi,  Joni,  Baprcaent*tlT>  from  Bonth  Oardtna,  {H. 
AaJi<iba,TaLr 

WojoB,  Wmun,  BapnaentatlTa  from  OUo,  EH.    Aa  Ai- 

Wns,  Auam  K,  Dalegala  fnnn  IIIahl(an,  SBOi 

tntaaaaat,  paj/mmt  iff,  tm  AnpaosAiiHiil  eattt^-Bu  Indaa, 

TOL& 

Too^  SioMa,  BapnaaatatlT*  from  PauujlTanla,  tH. 

WooB,  BiuB,  on  tha  Wcstarn  uatlonal  road,  ITl ;  on  the 
rappniadon  of  piner,  UI ;  BaptaiantitlTO  from  N«v 
Tark,UE;  nliUTa  to  tha  CongTeia  at  Panama,  «M ;  on 
■  breakwatai  In  tho  DalawaM,  184.    Su  Tndtm,  Tola. 


WooM,  loMM,  KopieHnliitlTa  from  Ohio,  OK 
ToBiBaOToa,  Tnoiui  C.,  Eepreiantatl'ra  from  Uatj'luid, 

BM ;  OB  a  pendoa  to  Hn.  Dumr,  (Ot. 
VusBT,  JoEV  &,  OB  thaCnltod  Btataa  pauil  code,  S88; 

nUltntollMalMtloBoIFnaldantlirt'M  Bonia,  IM, 
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im  Ohio,  ew :  DD  the  Jodldaiy 

If  Puuma  Congreat,  tSS, 
pnsanlitlTe  from  PannirlvaBla,  SH ;  i*l- 
I  In  tha  oollactloD  of  ciiloma,  SB;  on  ■ 
tha  Deliwiri,  BSa ;  nlBtlT*  to  ■  deaf  and 
In  Kentoekr,  Wi. 


roaoo  Land  Claim,  report  on  petltlaD  relitlTe  to,  111 ;  bill 
oouldered,  15T.    Sie  InOm,  tni.  6. 

Toy*  and  Savt^-SmatA,  on  tha  bill  maUog  prorlilDn  Itot 
Lafkrtrtta,  IDE;  on  tb«  bill  to  aballah  liaprlaonmant  Ibc 
debt,  101,  111 ;  on  the  drawback  on  mUDfKtnred  hemp, 
U(;  OBthebOlnUtlTa  to  tha  Internal  tndB  with Uaxl- 
oo,lM;  T*laElTeloth*blII&rtheEnppr«BlenorplnCT, 
IBl;  on  the  premlnm  of  |M,  ralatlra  to  cha  anppnaaloa 
ofpInofiUil;  on  appropTlatlDg  11,000  fbr  an 
(tatnoof  WHhlngton.lBS.Do.lTl;  Difthe  i 
to  the  blU  iDthotlilag  ■  nibacrlptlaD  to  tba  Palawan 
lOd  Cheaapoahe  canal,  ISO ;  on  the  aobacrlpEloD  (o  tha 
Selawin  and  Chaaapeaka  canal,  181 ;  on  lajlng  the  MO 
tea  tha  oeonpatlon  of  Oregon,  on  tha  table,  106;  on  o^ 
daring  to  a  third  reading  the  bill  to  pnnUh  certain 
ortmta  against  the  tJn!t«d  Btataa,  in;  on  a  Comtnllta* 
or  iKrlcnltore,  KM;  on  the  blU  to  preiant  deeartlon, 
ST4;  on  tha  UalaonBaoge  claim,  S»)  on  the  reaolstlasa 
nlatlTB  to  the  Fanazni  Congnaa,  410;  onatilking  oDt  tha 
appropriation  for  the  ComberUnd  road,  4BI ;  relative  to 
the  obatraeUou  to  Bounah  liver,  4H;  reUtlveto  tb* 
dnt^  on  adt,4M;  on  tha  ameDdmenI  to  the  Jndldal 
■7>tem,M4;  on  tbe  bill,  CSS,  B» ;  nUHve  la  the  OTteat 
of  certain  Execotlve  powera,  EAa ;  on  as  approtirlatloB 
to  the  nUnola  caBal,  WT;  on  the  Diflmil  Bwamp  canal, 
E<4 ;  reUthe  to  Uonroe'i  aooonnta,  C81 ;  on  tha  Cnmbai^ 
land  roadblll,ES81;  rtUtlve  to  the  Creek  Traatf,  CM; 
ralatlvo  to  public  boildlnga,  CM 

SiKM.  on  the  remnneratlon  to  Labyetis,  !9 ;  on  the 
tariff  bill.  M;  on  the  wcatern  boandur  of  Arkaaaaa,  B) ; 
on  Indeamto  po^neminl  of  the  JodlelUT  bill,  IE8; 
on  tha  ameBdra«nt  to  the  Jodlelarr  bill,  IM;  on  In- 
daflnlta  poatponement  of  the  approprlatloQ  to  the  Com- 
beriand  mad,  IIT;  on  ordering  to  a  third  readlnf  the 
Cheiapeake  and  Delaware  canal  bill,  Ml ;  on  ordering 
tha  National  tnid  bill  to  b«  engroaaed,  US ;  on  (ha  bill 
toreunnarato  the  Nlngara  aDflBrera,  STS;  on  theCheaa- 
poaka  and  Delaware  canal,  ISO ;  on  tbe  MaUonal  road 
bill,  tSl ;  rvlatlve  to  the  Panama  Congraaa,  BIL  ■ 

TanKO,  ViLLUM  B.,  Bepnientatlva  ttom  Kentnc^,  EH. 


D,B,i..ab,GoOglc 


db.Google 


A  LIST  OP 

SEW  WORKS  IN  GENERAL 

Pnbliihed  by  D.  APPLETOK  &  CO.,  846  &  348 

(hmpUte  CataUiguei,  containing  fail  daeription*,  to  6e  had  i 
Agrbnlton  and  Banl  AOlm 
nlri&liTBii^ aSSSSu  '.  t m 

■riilij-i  fluiniiTi  If  ^iiiiBlBn  1( 

iiti,  Kunlutvni,  uA  AnU- 


LITERATURE, 

Broadway,  Nev  York. 

>n  <y)plieation  to  the  Puilithen 


«=M 


Ei^CkMlrt  IJI>,       .        . 

Uh  W  Ha^tWu,    .       . 
Mcan-i  I&  ^  QxTii^Ab^ 

rvn  U^n  1  Una  gf  J>>m,  J 

•hS^  lib  gf  n^u^iHi^ 

Boaki  ol  e«naiBl<Vtilit7. 


ffi.'sassmft-r'- : 

niMInnT  lakn.  A  Book  fei  T> 

jjjiUliljlllii  iiriniiilit  iri'iiiiii'i 


"      UHT  CoIllDK■1rHltl^        .        r  I  I 
K^jpn'i  HiHuT  of  Ibo  Mlddlo  *<«.  t 


s  is 

niMtntad  Work!  te  PnwBta. 

BitW^oPo-11.   H^tm.^^       .    »  » 

Si»H  B^*IlllKnted.  In. '  .    1  10 

*^^^^^"^>taSSiLm.  Will    '  " 

"  -'    oloiiiVti    •  m 

Tlu  IMt  Do^ok.   Wllk  40  DwfVlv 
■HtU,  D.  D.  Monan  •    •  W 

n>  £!b  of  DvMTBr'WMo  iMk- 

iJTlrilliMPoitallK  iUn  B-.  low 

ni  onuiiiiii  ol  Mam.  wdh  la  n- 

oWl,ill  jj^^^_^   ■  jii^ 

T^I'SnUi^CooR;  01,  AmntsaBii^ 
rl«r  In  tb>  Dajo  o(  WM>iitlTT     11 

WGurSdloiT.'  ^^^^I  to  *[■'—"■' 

limnileBodi. 

APooliT>^k  r«CU](lnn,_  .        ,        .        Tl 
AmniDW  KiUgnnl  Tilfl,      .       '       !       It 

ntOLk  akebel's  wkh  booxi. 

Tho  Uolo  am  Book.  Huh.  oIMIi,      .      fl 
kZ^M.  ^Stoo.  doll,        .  '7'      .      V 

B^U  Hv^Bt  lii  A^Ulor' of  idll^ 
ChOd'^liMrU  CovipB^     .'        T        '        10 
CUU'onAnuill^ii^rSiok.inKoil.       K> 

ootno  alioi'b  voeib. 

Ho^U  ViUan,  noUtai  Bm,    '  a 

ruuuv[S!tac*Hr^'   :   :   :   S 

ui?iann?oT  lubi  ^  wra^,    ;     i! 

rSdli  r>lTl^  I^HBh  Fbda^  B 

ami  \M  tV^  1*%.  gjlli^  Bvnll^      U 

Lui  i<  fikh-iio,  r"  .   .   :   :   ti 

UBUBT  VOa  KT  TOdfO  OQlRtnT- 


BoQIlo)'!  Lib  <f  OUtoi  CMsniU,' 
law  «A»I-Dm.  BjE.  J,  Hh,  . 

L_W  I  or.  Till  BUD^  ol  Inlbnn, 
UanjuiiBiHknliiC^uU,  .       . 

WM  MOCTTOBB's  WOUB. 
1ml  UflT^  Tolas  lliiio. 
BHiil  Alloo )  A  Tilo  tat  Oool  CblUm, 


irnUh.  Br  UuT  Howlll,  .  n 

oBi^JT)!.].  BrH^llLriliMi,  n 

nn  i/Dinli(  Out    B>  Un.  Blk,  .  ■> 

•ni1U>r^l1biiQillL:rri>ok.  II 

I  PrinidilJc.   br  Un- CWo;,       .  V 


MKdCI>B«>L   BfCbulsBontoll,   ■ 
_k>r%  TIIUlo.    B>  H.  ZooluUlv  * 

r  Too  LuT^  CSoH- BrtST.        » 


D,B,i..ab,GoOglc 


D.  ApplrtoB  ft  Campany'i  IM  of  Hew  Wakt. 


Connll'lili^all  Kn,Sk  v'll h,* 


L4f«i^  jkBiinal  MiniiUa,     . 


r«ir^  MfBi  nnfbii. 


■ftK. 


^•CIBbd  (Tb4>.    K*ir  ■<£  «  Toll,  vl 


W^r^^M^l 


PiwtiT  ud  Um  Sntai. 


OlACC  AODtLAK's  VOUI 


EWiV'^L^k' 


BCIigiou  Wcrki. 

bflr  OUMhiu  Ibl  Ctitdn^" 


vlflMt^  Sinn  n  PnilLl  I 


IMsial  IfcaliDRliB  rtaf,  .IB 

-       Conplau  c.  s-  aa£  a^    •  « 


Pints' AtirMib.   In*.     . 


icuA  iaTjutaoh'i  voan. 


^^1 


!k>l%  Kd  Ika  iMilj.  •  nit.   !       I    I  M 
Miiiml'i  nnin    BT^HhAlii^      . 


D,B,i..ab,GoOglc 


D,B,i..ab,GoOglc 


D,B,i..ab,Google 


D,B,i..ab,GoOglc 


D,B,i..ab,Google 


3  bios  Ob  Oil  sia  b 


I 


D,B,i..ab,Google 


